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Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Air pollution is 
claiming nearly four lives 
every minute in India. 
That translates into more 
than 5,500 deaths a day 
and over two million 
deaths in a year, accord-
ing to the State of Global 
Air 2025 report. The scale 
of the problem is partic-
ularly alarming as Delhi 
and several other parts of 

north India enter another 
winter pollution season. 
The national capital’s air 
quality index (AQI) stood 
at 377 on November 4, 
placing it in the ‘very 
poor’ category, according 
to the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB).

The figure was the 
highest recorded in Delhi 
in nearly 10 months. 
Several monitoring sta-

tions across the city had 
already slipped into the 
‘severe’ category, raising 
concerns about the days 
ahead.

But the problem 
extends far beyond a few 
weeks of winter smog. Air 
pollution is a year-round 
public health crisis, with 
consequences that range 
from respiratory and car-
diovascular diseases to 
reduced life expectancy.
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Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: In a signifi-
cant judgement, the 
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day ruled that the 24-hour 
constitutional deadline 
for producing an arrested 
person before a mag-
istrate begins from the 
moment he is detained 
and not from the time the 
police formally makes the 
arrest.

Holding that there 
can be no artificial dis-
tinction between ‘arrest’ 
and ‘detention’ for the 
purpose of Article 22(2) 
of the Constitution, a 
bench of justices Ujjal 
Bhuyan and Atul S Chan-
durkar said any interpre-
tation allowing the police 
to exclude the period 
of pre-arrest detention 
would be contrary to the 
constitutional mandate. 
“The prescription of 24 
hours time period would 
commence the moment a 
person is detained by the 
arresting authority sus-
pecting him to have com-

mitted an offence, when 
his liberty is effectively 
curtailed. To that extent, 
the words appearing in 
clause (2) of Article 22 i.e. 
‘arrested’ and ‘detained’ 
are synonymous.

“Any attempt to draw 
an artificial distinction 
between ‘arrest’ and 
‘detention’ would dilute 
or negate the fundamen-
tal protection guaran-
teed by the Constitution 
under clause (2) of Article 
22. Such an endeavour 
should be avoided,” the 
bench said.

The view that 24 hours 
begin only from the for-
mal arrest is contrary to 
the constitutional man-
date of Article 22(2) and 

Section 56 of the BNSS, 
the bench added. The 
top court also referred to 
custodial violence during 
investigations and said it 
was “worst violations of 
human rights” which take 
place during investiga-
tion when the police with 
a view to extract informa-
tion or confession resorts 
to third degree methods.

“The endeavour of this 
court has always been 
to eliminate custodial 
violence which unfortu-
nately takes place during 
the time when a person 
is under detention and 
not shown as formally 
arrested, in the process 
delaying production 
before the magistrate. 

Custodial violence is an 
unfortunate reality of our 
country and is judicially 
acknowledged.”

The apex court’s 
judgement came in an 
appeal by three accused 
persons who had chal-
lenged the denial of their 
bail plea by the Tripura 
High Court in connection 
with a case registered 
under various provisions 
of the NDPS Act.

In this case, the 
accused were taken into 
custody around 2.30 pm 
on September 29, 2025, 
when the investigating 
agency allegedly recov-
ered 11.03 kg of metham-
phetamine tablets from 
them. The court noted 
that their arrest was 
recorded only at 11:15 am 
on September 30, 2025 

and were brought before 
a magistrate at 4.45 pm 
on September 30, more 
than 24 hours after they 
were first detained.

The bench noted that 
the investigating agency 
had not explained the 
18-hour gap between the 
conclusion of the search 
and seizure and the for-
mal arrest.

“No explanation has 
been given for this delay 
of 18 hours. 18 hours in 
custody without judicial 
oversight is a long period 
with misuse and abuse 
of authority a clear pos-
sibility. Such a period 
certainly cannot be con-
strued to be a reasonable 
period within the mean-
ing of Section 58 BNSS 
(Section 57 CrPC),” the 
bench said.

The verdict said that 
the only period that can 
be excluded while com-
puting the 24-hour dead-
line is the time reason-
ably required to travel 
from the place of arrest to 
the magistrate’s court.

Custodial violence 
unfortunate.

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan,  
Supreme Court

24-hr arrest deadline 
begins with detention

Supreme Court rejects distinction between arrest and detention periods

BIG SC ORDER

Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR: The CBI has said 
that custodial interro-
gation of Saurabh Chan-
drakar, the alleged king-
pin of the Rs 6,000-crore 
Mahadev betting app 
scam, is needed to iden-
tify Chhattisgarh public 
servants who allegedly 
received “protection 
money” to help the syn-
dicate operate. A spe-
cial court in Raipur on 
Wednesday granted the 
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) eight days of 
custody of Chandrakar, 
who was extradited from 
Oman on November 1, and 
allowed the agency to take 
him to Delhi for question-
ing. In its remand applica-
tion submitted before the 
court, the CBI alleged that 
Chandrakar, along with 
other promoters and asso-
ciates of Mahadev Book, 
secured the protection of 
police and administrative 
officials and influential 
political persons by reg-
ularly paying them huge 
amounts as “protection 
money”. Hawala opera-
tors were used to arrange 
and distribute the illegal 
payments, while police 
officers and employees 
were also engaged to 
channel the protection 
money to police and 
administrative officials, 
the agency claimed. “The 
custodial interrogation of 
the accused is necessary 

to identify the other mas-
terminds/beneficiaries 
of the fraud proceeds, to 
trace the channel through 
which fraudulently 
obtained money was col-
lected, layered and routed 
out of India and to identify 
the assets created out of 
such proceeds of crime,” it 
said in the application.

Chandrakar’s interro-
gation was also required 
to identify public servants 
in Chhattisgarh who were 
allegedly receiving or had 
received illegal pecuni-
ary benefits to allow the 
accused to run the Maha-
dev betting app syndi-
cate, the CBI said. Inves-
tigations suggested that 
Chandrakar and Ravi 
Uppal, along with other 
associates, promoted the 
Mahadev Book App and 
operated online betting 
through a network of 
panel and branch opera-
tors, it said.

The promoters alleg-
edly retained 70 to 80 per 
cent of the illegal earn-
ings, while the remaining 
amount was distributed 
among panel operators, 
the agency said.

Chandrakar’s custody 
to identify beneficiaries

Press Trust Of India

Order streamlines 
cross-border travel 
and identification 
protocols.

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has relaxed pass-
port and visa rules for 
several categories of for-
eign nationals residing 
in the country, including 
certain Pakistani citi-
zens, minority refugees, 
Sri Lankan Tamils, and 
Tibetans, according to a 
gazette notification.

The Immigration and 

Foreigners (Exemption) 
(Amendment) Order, 
2026, published on 
Thursday, also stream-
lines travel and identifica-
tion protocols for citizens 
of Nepal, Bhutan, and 
India travelling between 
these neighbouring 
nations. Under the 
amended rules released 
by the Union Home Min-
istry, Pakistani nationals 

who entered India on 
or before December 31, 
2009, with the intention 
to reside permanently, 
are exempt from stan-
dard passport renewal 
requirements if they can-
not renew their travel 
documents due to the 
non-possession of a Com-
puterised National Iden-
tity Card (CNIC) issued by 
Pakistan.

To qualify, they must 
not have married while 
in Pakistan or acquired 
any immovable prop-
erty there, must have left 
behind family members 

who are Indian citizens 
when going to Pakistan, 
and must undertake not 
to return to that country.

They must also have 
no adverse reports from 
police or security agen-
cies, the notification said.

A third category 
covered by the exemp-
tion comprises people 
of Indian origin who 
acquired Malaysian 
or Singaporean citi-
zenship and returned 
to India on or before 
December 31, 2009, 
on passports issued by 
those countries. 

Government eases passport, 
visa norms for foreigners

|  I M M I G R A T I O N  N O R M S  R E L A X E D  |

|  STATE OF GLOBAL AIR 2025 REPORT | 

Pollution emerges as a silent killer
NUMBER

04
z Air pollution is 
claiming nearly four 
lives every minute in 
India.

Court declares CG men’s 
arrests illegal, orders release

Voter ID may replace 
aadhaar for welfare payments

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: A Mumbai court 
recently ordered the 
release of two Chhattis-
garh residents in a crypto-
currency investment fraud 
case, declaring their arrest 
“illegal” as police did not 
follow mandatory pro-
cedures. The magistrate 
also directed that a copy 
of his order be forwarded 

to the concerned DCP for 
“information and neces-
sary action” against the 
lapses by the investigat-
ing agency. While direct-
ing the release of the two 
men, the magistrate clar-
ified that “if their arrest 
remains absolutely nec-
essary”, the police may 
take steps strictly in accor-
dance with the law and 
Supreme Court guidelines.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  The Centre is 
considering a possible shift 
in the identification system 
for government welfare 
beneficiaries, with Union 
Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh, 
popularly known as Lalan 
Singh, suggesting that voter 
ID cards may replace Aad-
haar as the primary docu-
ment for accessing welfare 

payments. The minister 
made the remarks while 
addressing the National 
Workshop on People’s Plan 
Campaign 2026-27, orga-
nised by the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj in New Delhi 
on October 30. 

NEWSLINE
NEW DELHI

UPSC mains 
results

The Union Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPSC) 
on Thursday declared 
the results of the civil ser-
vices (main) examination 
2026, with successful 
candidates qualifying for 
the personality test. The 
main examination was 
conducted from August 
21 to 30, the commission 
said in a statement. The 
civil services examination 
is conducted annually in 
three stages -- preliminary, 
main and interview -- to 
select candidates for the 
Indian Administrative Ser-
vice (IAS), Indian Foreign 
Service (IFS) and Indian 
Police Service (IPS) and 
other services. “Candi-
dates declared successful 
in the civil services (main) 
examination have qual-
ified for the personality 
test (interview),” a state-
ment issued by the UPSC 
said. They will be required 
to produce original cer-
tificates supporting their 
eligibility and reservation 
claims, including those 
related to age, educational 
qualifications, commu-
nity, economically weaker 
section (EWS) and Person 
with Benchmark Disability 
(PwBD), along with other 
documents such as the 
TA form, it said. The can-
didates have been advised 
to keep these documents 
ready for verification at 
the time of the interview, 
the commission said.
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Raipur
BJP’s ‘Save Democracy’ 

campaign exposes 
brazen defiance and 

hypocrisy.
Sushil Anand Shukla

PCC Communication Head

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Dhanteras is 
expected to generate 
business worth more 
than Rs 2,600 crore 
across Chhattisgarh, with 
the automobile and bul-
lion sectors accounting 
for the bulk of festive pur-
chases. Advance book-
ings worth approximately 
Rs 260 crore have already 
been recorded, indicating 
strong buying sentiment 
ahead of the festival.

According to prelim-
inary market estimates, 
the automobile sector is 
expected to contribute 
around Rs 2,300 crore, 
while gold and silver sales 
in the bullion market are 
projected at Rs 225 crore. 
Of the advance book-

ings, vehicles account for 
nearly Rs 230 crore.

Vivek Garg, state pres-
ident of the Federation 
of Automobile Dealers 
Associations (FADA), said 

customers were book-
ing vehicles in advance 
and many had depos-
ited around 10 per cent 
of the total cost. The 
bookings include 91,000 

two-wheelers, 4,500 
cars, 1,500 three-wheel-
ers and 13,000 other 
vehicles. Customers are 
keen to take delivery on 
Dhanteras, prompting 
dealerships to ensure the 
availability of preferred 
models, colours and vari-
ants.

The bullion market is 
also witnessing consider-
able demand. In Raipur 
district, gold orders are 
estimated at Rs 150 crore 
and silver orders at Rs 75 
crore. 

Harakh Malu, former 
president of the Raipur 
Bullion Association, said 
customers were showing 
preference for gold and 
silver coins, Lakshmi-
Ganesh idols, lightweight 
jewellery and traditional 

designs. Traders said 
the possibility of price 
increases in automobiles 
and precious metals was 
encouraging customers 
to finalise purchases at 
prevailing rates. 

Advance bookings are 
also helping businesses 
manage inventory and 
ensure timely deliveries. 
With customers seeking 
purchases during the 
auspicious Dhanteras 
muhurat, automobile 
showrooms and jewellery 
establishments are gear-
ing up for the final festive 
rush.

Dhanteras sparks massive buying 
rush across markets

Automobile and bullion markets witness strong advance bookings.

HIGHLIGHT

z Vehicles, gold 
and silver dominate 
purchases.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

RAIPUR: A customer of GK Electric 
from Raigarh has won a Honda Activa 
under the company’s special Navratri 
Scratch & Win campaign. Santoshi 
Yadav, who recently purchased a GK 
Electric three-wheeler from Amar EV, 
an authorised dealership in Raigarh, 
emerged as the lucky winner of the 
festive offer. Launched during Navratri 
and extended until Diwali, the cam-
paign provides customers with an 
assured gift on every GK Electric vehi-
cle purchase, along with an opportu-
nity to win exciting prizes. The cam-
paign has received an encouraging 
response across GK Electric dealer-
ships, with customers winning televi-
sions, washing machines, refrigerators 
and other gifts, besides special prizes 

such as the Honda Activa. Punit Par-
wani, Managing Director and CEO of 
GK Electric, said, “This festive season 
is a celebration of the trust our cus-
tomers have placed in GK Electric. As 
we move towards 6,000-plus vehicles 
on the road in a short span of time, 
we are proud of how far we have 
come as a home-grown EV brand from  
Chhattisgarh. 

RAIPUR: MATS University, Raipur, 
which has received an ‘A+’ grade from 
the National Assessment and Accredi-
tation Council (NAAC), celebrated its 
21st Foundation Day on November 3 
at the Impact Centre in MATS Tower, 
Pandri. On the occasion, the univer-
sity honoured its Registrar, faculty 
members, officers and staff for their 
contributions. The programme began 
with the lighting of the ceremonial 
lamp and floral tributes to Goddess 
Saraswati. Addressing the gathering, 
Chancellor Gajraj Pagariya said MATS 
University, established in 2006 as 
Chhattisgarh’s first private university, 
was not merely an institution but a 
family working collectively towards 
the advancement of higher education. 
He said the university’s primary objec-

tive was the holistic development of 
students by providing quality educa-
tion of international standards.

He credited the university’s 
achievements and NAAC ‘A+’ accredi-
tation to the collective efforts of its fac-
ulty, officers and employees.

Vice-Chancellor Prof K.P. Yadav 
said the university had always main-
tained a leading position in Chhattis-
garh and expressed confidence that it 
would achieve an ‘A++’ NAAC grade in 
the future. 

Raigarh customer wins Honda Activa in GK 
Electric festive campaign

MATS University celebrates 21st Foundation Day

FESTIVE CAMPAIGN

FOUNDATION DAY

Heavy rush in Raipur markets

Ahead of Dhanteras, Raipur markets witnessed a heavy rush, with frequent traffic jams reported at several locations on Thursday. Jewellery and electronics showrooms were crowded with 

customers making festive purchases.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The tradition 
of buying utensils on 
Dhanteras is expected 
to bring a festive rush 
to markets this year, 

with traders stocking up 
heavily ahead of Novem-
ber 7. Shops across Rai-
pur and nearby cities are 
displaying a wide range 
of kitchenware and 
puja items, anticipating 

strong demand from 
customers. Steel plates, 

dinner sets, bowls, 
glasses, pressure cook-
ers and kadhais remain 
popular among budget-
conscious buyers. At the 
same time, brass, cop-
per and bronze utensils, 
including lotas, plates 
and kalash, are attract-
ing customers looking 
for traditional items for 
household use and reli-
gious rituals. Traders 
said buyers are increas-
ingly purchasing com-
plete utensil sets not 
only for personal use 
but also as gifts and for 
weddings and other cel-
ebrations.

Prices of steel, brass 
and bronze utensils have 
increased by around 15 
to 20 percent compared 
with last year. Despite 
the rise, traders remain 
optimistic about sales, 
expecting a substantial 
increase in customer 
footfall on Dhanteras.

Recent rainfall 
caused by two con-
secutive weather sys-
tems affected the dis-
play of goods outside 
shops and temporarily 
reduced market move-
ment. However, the 
weather is expected to 
improve from Novem-
ber 6, raising hopes of a 
strong shopping rush on 
November 7.

Consumers have been 
advised to check the 
thickness, weight and 
quality of steel utensils. 
Buyers of brass, copper 
and bronze items should 
verify metal purity and 
weight. 

They should also 
check the contents of 
dinner sets, compare 
prices with weight and 
insist on a valid bill. 
Information about the 
utility and maintenance 
of utensils should also 
be considered before 
purchase.

Utensil Market gears up for Dhanteras
|  DHANTERAS RUSH | 
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During the inspection, the 
FSO recommended issuing an 

improvement notice after finding 
lack of cleanliness in all three 

establishments. 
VK Langeh 

Collector Mahasamund

Central Chronicle News

SUKMA: The district-level 
celebration of the 26th 
Chhattisgarh Foundation 
Day was organized with 
great enthusiasm at the 
Mini Stadium in Sukma.

Keshkal MLA 
Neelkanth Tekam 
attended the programme 
as the chief guest and 
inaugurated the event 
by lighting the ceremo-
nial lamp. The celebra-
tion commenced with 
the State Song, National 
Song, and National 
Anthem. A large number 
of residents, including 
women, youth, senior cit-

izens, and children, par-
ticipated in the festivities.

Addressing the gath-
ering, MLA Tekam said 
Sukma was moving 
beyond its long struggle 
with Naxalism towards a 
new era of peace, secu-
rity, and development. 
He highlighted the dis-

trict’s progress in agri-
culture, housing, infra-
structure, education, and 
public welfare. He noted 
that registered farm-
ers had increased from 
14,000 to 24,000, while 
more than 22,000 houses 
were being constructed 
under the Pradhan Man-

tri Awas Yojana. He also 
encouraged people to 
benefit from schemes 
such as Mahtari Van-
dan Yojana, Ayushman 
Bharat, and self-employ-
ment programmes.

Collector Amit Kumar 
presented an overview of 
ongoing developmental 
initiatives and govern-

ment welfare schemes. 
He emphasized infra-
structure expansion and 
effective implementa-
tion of public welfare 
programmes. Women’s 
Commission member 
Ms. Deepika Sori and 
other public represen-
tatives also addressed  
the gathering.

Various departments 
established stalls show-
casing welfare schemes 
and development initia-
tives. The chief guest, 
accompanied by the Col-
lector, SP, and other offi-
cials, inspected the exhi-
bitions and interacted 
with beneficiaries. 

Sukma transforms beyond 
naxalism, embraces devp

Rajyotsav was celebrated grandly in Sukma district where MLA Neelkanth  
Tekam was the chief guest.

Bijapur police bust 
gambling racket, 156 
detained in Raiguda

| MLA TO LAUNCH SEWA SAMWAD YATRA |

Central Chronicle News

FINGESHWAR: Allegations 
of financial irregularities 
involving approximately 
Rs 63 lakh have surfaced 
in the Fingeshwar Educa-
tion Department under 
Gariaband district. The 
complaint concerns funds 
allocated under the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan for con-
tractual teachers’ arrears.

According to the com-
plaint, around Rs 1.35 crore 
remained in scheme-re-
lated bank accounts after 
teachers were integrated 

into the regular School 
Education Department 
on July 1, 2018. Instead of 
closing the accounts and 
returning the balance, 
they allegedly remained 
operational. During 
2022-23, approximately 
Rs 63 lakh was report-
edly transferred in multi-
ple instalments to other 
accounts without proper 

departmental records. A 
complaint has been filed 
with the Gariaband SP 
against former BEO Chan-
drashekhar Mishra and 
clerk Rishi Kumar Sahu. 
Meanwhile, Rs 72.88 lakh 
was deposited into the 
government treasury in  
December 2025.

The Collector has 
ordered an investiga-
tion, and a five-member 
committee has been con-
stituted. Officials stated 
that appropriate action 
will follow based on the  
investigation report.

Fingeshwar edu dept faces 
Rs.63-lakh fraud allegations

Arang restores 
streetlights 
ahead of Diwali 
celebrations
ARANG: Ahead of Diwali, 
the Arang Municipal 
Council has launched a 
special initiative to ensure 
better civic amenities, 
cleanliness, and safety 
for residents. Under the 
directions of Municipal 
Council President Dr. 
Sandeep Jain, streetlight 
restoration work is being 
carried out across various 
wards, main roads, and 
internal lanes using funds 
allocated to his office. 
Non-functional street-
lights are being repaired, 
while new lights are being 
installed at important 
locations to.

Anuj Sharma launches 
Sewa Samwad Yatra

Central Chronicle News

KHARORA: An organiza-
tional meeting was held 
at Seva Sadan in Dharsiwa 
to prepare for the month-
long ‘Seva Samvad Yatra’, 
scheduled to begin on 
November 21. MLA Anuj 
Sharma, BJP office-bear-
ers, Mandal presidents, 
and party workers 
attended the meeting.

Addressing the gath-
ering, MLA Sharma said 
that public service and 
the overall development 
of Dharsiwa constituency 

were his top priorities. 
He described the yatra 
as an initiative to estab-
lish direct communica-
tion with citizens and 
address their concerns. 
During the month-long 
campaign, the MLA and 
his team will visit all 144 

villages, Nagar Panchayat 
wards, and polling booths 
across the constituency. 
Special grievance redres-
sal camps will be orga-
nized to ensure eligible 
beneficiaries receive gov-
ernment scheme benefits 
and public complaints are 
resolved promptly.

The campaign will 
also include inspections 
of ongoing development 
projects and inaugura-
tions of new works. Party 
workers pledged their full 
cooperation to make the 
initiative successful.

|  O P E N  S T A D I U M  I N A U G U R A T E D  B Y  F M  |

Central Chronicle News

MAHASAMUND: Finance Min-
ister O.P. Choudhary inaugu-
rated an open stadium at Gov-
ernment Khemraj Laxmichand 
Arts and Commerce College, 
Bagbahara, constructed at a 
cost of Rs 134.67 lakh. 

Following the inauguration, 
he participated in a ‘Yuva Sam-
vad’ programme with students 
on the college campus. During 
the interaction, the Minister 
asked students questions about 

prominent national institutions 
located in Raipur, including 
IIM, AIIMS, IIIT, HNLU, and 
CIPET. Students answering 
correctly, along with those 
asking questions, received Rs 
1,000 each to purchase com-
petitive examination books. 

He also assigned public repre-
sentative Alka Chandrakar to 
arrange educational visits to  
these institutions.

Addressing the youth, 
Choudhary encouraged stu-
dents to set clear career goals 
and dedicate five to seven years 
to focused preparation. 

He also highlighted oppor-
tunities in nursing, technical 
education, and arts, empha-
sizing timely decisions, deter-
mination, and consistent  
efforts for success.

OP Choudhary encourages youth 
to set goals and pursue it seriously

|  B A S T A R  O L Y M P I C S  |

Central Chronicle News

BIJAPUR: The block-level Bas-
tar Olympics 2026 was inau-
gurated with great enthusi-
asm in the Bhopalpatnam and 
Bhairamgarh development 
blocks of Bijapur district.

In Bhopalpatnam, Zila Pan-
chayat Vice-President Pere 
Pullayya inaugurated the 
event in the presence of pub-
lic representatives, officials, 
teachers, and sports enthu-
siasts. The initiative aims to 
identify sporting talent in 
rural and tribal areas and 

provide young athletes oppor-
tunities to compete at state 
and national levels. Address-
ing participants, guests high-
lighted the importance of 
sports in developing disci-
pline, teamwork, physical fit-
ness, and confidence. Compe-

titions include traditional and 
modern sporting events such 
as kabaddi, kho-kho, gilli-
danda, tug-of-war, long-dis-
tance running, and long jump, 
along with traditional dance 
and folk music performances. 
Traditional songs and dances 
added cultural vibrancy to the 
celebrations. 

The event provided a 
valuable platform for rural 
youth to showcase their tal-
ents while promoting Bas-
tar’s indigenous sports, 
cultural heritage, and  
community participation.

Bastar Olympics begin amid enthusiasm

Journalists protest assault on Soni
CHUIKHADAN: Journalists 
from Chuikhadan sub-
mitted a memorandum 
to the Tehsildar, protest-
ing the alleged abusive 
behaviour and physi-
cal assault of journalist 
Kishor Kumar Soni by a 
police constable in Khai-
ragarh. They demanded 
an impartial investigation 
and strict legal action.

According to the mem-
orandum, the incident 
occurred on November 

2, 2026, when Constable 
No. 319, Rajnikant Upa-
dhyay, allegedly misbe-
haved with and assaulted 
journalist Kishor Kumar 
Soni while perform-
ing traffic duty at Raja 

Fateh Singh Ground. 
The constable has since 
been suspended by the 
8th Battalion of Chhat-
tisgarh Armed Force,  
Rajnandgaon. 

The journalists 
demanded that police 
officials and SHOs across 
the district be instructed 
to treat media repre-
sentatives respectfully 
and establish an effec-
tive grievance redressal 
mechanism. 

HIGHLIGHT

z MLA Tekam stated 
that Sukma has finally 
emerged from the 
shadow of naxalism 
and moving towards 
an era of development 
and trust.

Police network to expand in Maoist-free Bijapur
BIJAPUR: In a major push 
to strengthen security 
in formerly Maoist-dom-
inated areas, two new 
police stations will be 
opened in Pillur and 
Kerpe by December 2026. 

The move follows 
Bijapur’s declaration 
as Maoist-free in March 
2026 and aims to estab-
lish a permanent police 
presence in its remote 
and inaccessible areas. 
Superintendent of Police 

Umesh Prasad Gupta said 
locations for both sta-
tions had been identified 
and approval secured. 
Preparations are under-

way to make them oper-
ational by December. As 
part of the expansion 
plan, proposals have 
been submitted to senior 
authorities for two more 
police stations at Kor-
choli and Pujarikanker 
during 2026-27. 

Another six stations 
are proposed for 2027-
28 in formerly Maoist-af-
fected areas, including 
Kondapalli, Hakwa, 
Dumripalnar, Takilod, 

Sendra and Pidiya. The 
police department has 
also proposed setting up 
Sub-Divisional Officer 
of Police (SDOP) offices 
at Gangaloor, Pamed  
and Tarrem. 

The proposals have 
been forwarded to Police 
Headquarters (PHQ) 
to strengthen adminis-
trative supervision and 
policing in remote areas.
From Security Camps to 
Permanent Policing

Admn issues strict 
fire safety guidelines
MAHASAMUND: In view 
of the upcoming Diwali 
festival, the Home Guards 
(Nagar Sena), Naya Rai-
pur, has issued fire safety 
guidelines for perma-
nent and temporary 
firecracker shops across 
the district, following 
directives from Fire and 
Emergency Services and 
SDRF. The District Com-
mandant and District Fire 

Officer, Mahasamund, 
have urged traders and 
citizens to strictly fol-
low safety regulations to 
prevent accidents. Fire-
cracker shops must be 
constructed using non
-flammable materials, 
maintaining a minimum 
distance of three metres 
between shops. Cloth, 
bamboo and temporary 
tents are prohibited. 

|  COMPLAINT FILED AGAINST BEO & CLERK | 

Central Chronicle News

BIJAPUR: Bijapur police 
have busted a large-scale 
illegal gambling operation 
disguised as a cockfight-
ing event in the forests 
of Raiguda village under 
Bhadrakali police station 
limits. Acting on intelli-
gence inputs, police con-
ducted a planned raid 
under the guidance of SP 
Umesh Prasad Gupta and 
the leadership of Additional 
SP Rahul Bansal. During the 
operation, police took legal 
action against 156 individ-
uals allegedly involved in 
betting on cockfights. The 
team seized Rs 20,01,200 
in cash, 47 four-wheelers, 
and 12 mobile phones from 
the spot. A case has been 
registered at Bhadrakali 
police station under Crime 

No. 06/2026. Proceedings 
have been initiated under 
Section 3(2) of the Ch’garh 
Gambling Prohibition Act 
and Sections 4 and 13 of the 
Public Gambling Act.  

Raipur Region

HIGHLIGHT

z In order to curb 
the practice of illegal 
gambling in the district, 
the police is conducting 
continuous raids at 
different locations.

TRIBUTES PAID

Cong leaders 
honor late Raja 
Devvrat Singh
KHAIRAGARH: A tribute 
ceremony was organized 
at Durga Chowk, Civil 
Lines, on the death anni-
versary of former MP and 
MLA Raja Devvrat Singh. 
Congress leaders and 
party workers paid floral 
tributes at his statue and 
remembered his contri-
butions to public service 
and regional development. 
Khairagarh MLA Yashoda 
Nilambar Verma, District 
Congress Committee Pres-
ident Komal Das Sahu, 
City Congress Committee 
President Dr. Arun Bhard-
waj, MLA representative 
Manrakhan Dewangan and 
Leader of the Opposition 
Deepak Dewangan were 
among those present.

MEDAL RECEIVED

Sandeep wins 
gold medal
DONGARGAON: Sand-
eep, a talented student 
from Bhakhri village, 
has brought pride to his 
family and the entire 
Dongargaon region by 
winning a gold medal in 
the M.A. (Hindi) exami-
nation for the 2023-
24 academic session 
conducted by Pandit 
Sundarlal Sharma Open 
University.

At the university’s 
convocation ceremony 
held in Bilaspur on 
November 3, Sand-
eep received the gold 
medal and his Master 
of Arts degree from 
Chhattisgarh Governor 
Ramen Deka. Deputy 
Chief Minister Arun 
Sao was also present at  
the ceremony.

BHOOMI PUJAN

Choudhary 
launches 
Smriti Bhawan
MAHASAMUND: Finance 
Minister OP Choudhary 
performed the ground-
breaking ceremony for 
the Smriti Bhawan Shishu 
Vatika at Saraswati Shishu 
Mandir in Bagbahara on 
Wednesday. On the occa-
sion, he interacted with 
students, offered career 
guidance and encour-
aged them to work hard 
to achieve their goals. He 
also announced a contri-
bution of Rs 5 lakh towards 
the construction of the 
Smriti Bhawan. The proj-
ect will be completed in 
two phases to strengthen 
the school’s educational  
infrastructure. 

ORDER ISSUED

Bijapur issues 
pension orders
BIJAPUR: In a significant 
initiative to ensure the 
timely disbursement of 
pensions and retirement 
benefits, the Divisional 
Joint Director (Treasury, 
Accounts and Pension), 
Bastar Division, has 
issued pension payment 
orders to four retired gov-
ernment employees from 
Bijapur district.

The beneficiaries 
include Gauri Khamhele, 
Nursing Sister at Dis-
trict Hospital, Bijapur; 
Saraswati Bai, Sweeper 
at the Block Medical Offi-
cer’s office in Bhairam-
garh; Bhagwati Rathore, 
Rural Health Coordina-
tor (Female) at Usur; and 
Dumpa Potti, Demon-
strator at the Assistant 
Director of Sericulture’s  
office, Bijapur.

| PRADHAN CRITICIZES BJP’S SLOGAN | 

Moksh Pradhan questions BJP’s democracy campaign
Central Chronicle News

PITHORA: Congress 
leader and Zila Panchayat 
member Moksh Kumar 
Pradhan has questioned 
the BJP’s ‘Save Democ-
racy, End Anarchy’ cam-
paign, asking why the 
party feels the need to 
launch such an initiative 
when it is in power at 
the Centre and in sev-

eral states. He demanded 
that the BJP clarify 
whom it considers a 
threat to democracy and 
who is responsible for  
spreading anarchy. 

Pradhan alleged that 
instead of addressing 
pressing public concerns 
such as inflation, unem-
ployment, farmers’ prob-
lems, youth employment 
and development, the 

BJP is focusing on polit-
ical slogans and allega-
tions to divert public 

attention. He empha-
sized that democracy is 
strengthened by respect-
ing dissent, answering 
public questions and 
protecting the indepen-
dence of constitutional  
institutions.

Referring to Rahul 
Gandhi’s concerns about 
electoral transparency 
and constitutional insti-
tutions, Pradhan said 

the opposition has every 
democratic right to 
question government 
policies and raise issues  
affecting citizens. 

He stressed that ques-
tioning the government, 
demanding employ-
ment, seeking fair prices 
for agricultural produce 
and protesting against 
inflation cannot be  
termed anarchy.
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Special attention 
was mandated for 
Particularly Vulner-
able Tribal Groups 
(PVTGs) residing in 
mining belts.

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Governor Ramen Deka 
has directed authorities 
to utilise District Mineral 
Foundation (DMF) funds 
for the comprehensive 
development of min-
ing-affected areas and to 
elevate the standard of 
living of local residents. 
Emphasising sustainable 
development, the Gov-
ernor stated that curbing 
environmental pollution 
must be the top prior-
ity, alongside dedicated 
efforts toward education, 
healthcare, and infra-
structure development. 
He called for engaging 
environmental experts 
and adopting a cam-
paign-mode approach to 
ecological conservation.

Addressing a high-
level review meeting at 
Lok Bhavan regarding 
DMF operations, min-
ing area development, 
and the roadmap for the 
next five years, Governor 
Deka instructed officials 
to formulate at least a 
two-year operational 
roadmap for the effective 
and systematic utilisa-
tion of funds. He stressed 
that industrial units in 
mining belts must strictly 
adhere to statutory envi-
ronmental guidelines 
and emission standards. 
Emphasising riverine 

conservation, the Gov-
ernor underlined that 
“if sand remains, water 
remains; and if water 
remains, sand remains.” 
He mandated the adop-
tion of eco-friendly, sci-
entific methods for sand 
extraction and urged the 
launch of special drives 
to regulate operations.

District Collectors 
were instructed to main-
tain direct dialogue with 
local communities and 
consult public represen-
tatives while framing 
DMF action plans. The 
administration must 
clearly communicate 
feasibility to residents 
and hold regular review 
meetings to track proj-
ect implementation. 
The Governor directed 
that development works 
in the Bastar region 
receive the highest pri-
ority under DMF. He 
underscored the need 

to extend state welfare 
schemes, social secu-
rity, and rehabilitation 
assistance to individuals 
who have returned to 
the mainstream. Direc-
tives were issued to con-
duct dedicated medical 
camps and awareness 
programmes tailored to 
improve their health-
care access and over-
all lifestyle. Similar to 
the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS), DMF initia-
tives must focus on creat-
ing durable community 
assets, backed by rigor-
ous physical verification 
to confirm that benefits 

reach the ground level.
During the meet-

ing, Mineral Resources 
Department Secretary 
P. Dayanand briefed the 
Governor on ongoing 
projects, noting that the 
DMF Portal 2.0 provides 
transparent tracking and 
real-time monitoring of 
every sanctioned initia-
tive across districts.

The meeting was 
attended by the Secre-
tary to the Governor, Dr. 
C. R. Prasanna, senior 
officials of the Mineral 
Resources Department, 
and District Collectors 
from across mining-af-
fected regions of the 
state.

‘Prioritise education and 
health in DMF action plans’

Governor presided over a high-level review meeting  
regarding DMF operations.

Targeted Welfare Delivery

Authorities were asked to expedite the completion of 
houses under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) 
in mining regions and ensure displaced families receive 
prompt rehabilitation and scheme benefits.



Press Trust Of India

PANAJI: Union minister G 
Kishan Reddy on Thurs-
day said the Centre was 
planning to launch coal 
and mineral exchanges, 
with nearly 90 per cent 
of the preparatory work 
completed. 

Addressing a confer-
ence of mining ministers 
in Goa, the Coal and Mines 
Minister said the proposed 
exchanges would provide 
a common platform for 
companies, enterprises 
and traders to purchase 
and sell coal and minerals 

produced across differ-
ent states. The exchanges 
would cover minerals, 
such as iron ore, lime-
stone, bauxite and critical 
minerals, besides coal, 
allowing producers to 
trade their output through 
a common mechanism. 
“Almost 90 per cent of the 
work on both -- the coal 
exchange and mineral 

exchange -- has been com-
pleted. We will start their 
operations soon,” he said.

Reddy said differences 
in production costs and 
prices across states could 
influence purchasing deci-
sions, with buyers natu-
rally preferring minerals 

available at lower rates. 
“A common exchange 
platform would facilitate 
transactions and improve 
market access,” he added. 
The minister urged states 
to work collectively to 
ensure that coal and min-
eral production from 
across the country is inte-
grated into the proposed 
exchange system. 

He also called upon 
state governments and 
public sector companies 
to explore both surface 
and underground coal 
gasification, describing 
them as important ini-

tiatives to reduce India’s 
foreign exchange expen-
diture. Reddy said the first 
round of surface coal gasi-
fication auctions had been 
completed with incentives 
worth around Rs 8,500 
crore, and projects had 
started moving forward at 
various locations. 

Under the first phase of 
underground coal gasifica-
tion, four coal blocks have 
been auctioned and work 
has commenced, while the 
second tranche of under-
ground coal gasification 
blocks is also being put up 
for auction, he said.

Press Trust Of India

Ipca Laboratories 
posts strong profit 
growth despite declin-
ing quarterly revenue.

NEW DELHI: Ipca Labora-
tories reported a 37.06% 
year-on-year increase in 
consolidated net profit 
for the September quar-
ter, despite witnessing a 
decline in revenue, reflect-
ing improved profitability 
during the period. 

The pharmaceutical 
company’s net profit for 
the second quarter of 
FY27 stood at Rs 387.29 
crore, compared with Rs 
282.57 crore in the cor-
responding quarter of 
the previous financial 
year. However, revenue 
from operations declined 
11.77% to Rs 2,255.61 crore 
from Rs 2,556.5 crore  
a year ago. 

The company’s net 
profit margin improved 
significantly to 17.2% dur-
ing the quarter against 

11.1% in the year-ago 
period, indicating higher 
profitability despite lower 
revenue. On a sequential 
basis, Ipca Laboratories’ 
revenue declined 19.1% 
from Rs 2,788.10 crore 
reported in the June quar-
ter. Net profit also regis-
tered a marginal decline 
of 3.6% compared with Rs 
401.89 crore in the pre-
ceding quarter.

The contrasting per-
formance of revenue and 
net profit highlighted an 
improvement in the com-
pany’s bottom-line perfor-
mance during the quarter, 
even as its overall revenue 
remained under pressure. 

Centre plans to launch coal, 
mineral exchanges soon: Reddy
Coal and mineral exchanges will provide a common trading platform for producers, buyers and 

traders, improving market access across states nationwide.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: With festive 
shopping and digital trans-
actions gaining momen-
tum, consumers are being 
advised to remain vigilant 
against cyber fraudsters 
exploiting attractive dis-
counts, cashback offers 
and special deals to steal 
personal and banking 
information. 

During the festive 
season, online and off-
line platforms roll out 
lucrative offers to attract 

customers. However, 
cybercriminals take 
advantage of shoppers’ 
enthusiasm and tendency 
to make quick purchasing 
decisions through social 
engineering tactics and 
fraudulent links. 

A little awareness and 
caution can help con-
sumers ensure safe and 
secure digital transac-
tions. Consumers should 
shop only through autho-
rised websites and mobile  
applications.  Fraudsters 
often create fake websites 

and links resembling gen-
uine shopping platforms 
to collect sensitive infor-
mation. People should 
avoid clicking on suspi-
cious links or download-
ing attachments from 
unknown sources, even if 
they promise festive dis-
counts or gifts. Another 

important precaution is 
to complete payments 
only through the offi-
cial payment gateway of 
the shopping platform. 
Customers should avoid 
requests to transfer 
money through separate 
UPI IDs or unfamiliar 
payment links and verify 
seller details before mak-
ing transactions.

People should also 
remain cautious about 
messages promising free 
vouchers, cashback and 
festive rewards. Such 

fraudulent offers may 
seek OTPs, bank account 
details or advance pay-
ments. Genuine pro-
motional offers never 
require customers to dis-
close confidential bank-
ing information. 

Sharing OTPs with 
unknown callers or indi-
viduals claiming to rep-
resent banks and pay-
ment applications should 
be strictly avoided. An 
OTP should be used only 
for transactions initiated 
by the account holder. 

| CYBER FRAUD | 

Stay alert against cyber fraud during festive shopping
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BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: The BSE Sensex rallied nearly 
2,009 points and the NSE Nifty surged 
576 points on Thursday, amid a sharp 
decline in crude oil prices and hopes 
of a resolution to the West Asia conflict 
after the results of the midterm elec-
tions, where American voters gave the 
opposition Democratic Party control of 
the US Congress. 

Sustained foreign fund inflows and a 
sharp rally in the US markets also lifted 
investor sentiment and buying across 
sectors led the benchmark Nifty50 to a 
three-month high. The 50-share index 
last traded above the 24,550 level on 
August 7 at 24,570.65. The 30-share 
BSE Sensex zoomed 2,008.61 points, 
or 2.60 per cent, to settle at 79,310.01. 
During the day, it soared 2,168.63 
points, or 2.80 per cent, to 79,470.03. 
The NSE Nifty surged 576 points, or 

2.40 per cent, to end at 24,536.60. 
Among the 30 Sensex firms, Bajaj 
Finance rallied 7.77 per cent, Inter-
Globe Aviation 5.80 per cent, ICICI 
Bank 5.29 per cent, Maruti 5.28 per 
cent, Mahindra & Mahindra 5.15 per 
cent and Bajaj Finserv 4.66 per cent. 
NTPC, Bharat Electronics, Adani Ports 
and ITC were among the laggards.

In the past six consecutive sessions, 
the Sensex has surged 6,063.98 points, 
or 8.27 per cent, and the Nifty rallied 
1,837.75 points, or 8 per cent. Brent 
crude, the global oil benchmark, was 
up 1.59 per cent to USD 96.12 per bar-
rel. “The US midterm verdict gave 
Indian equities fresh momentum, with 
the rally gathering pace on hopes that 
a more restrained Washington could 
pave the way for de-escalation in the 
Iran conflict and tariff policies. 

NEW DELHI: Gold prices extended the 
festive rally for a second day in the 
national capital on Thursday, rising by 
Rs 2,200 to Rs 1.48 lakh per 10 grams on 
buying by jewellers and retailers ahead 
of the Dhanteras festival. 

The 99.9 per cent purity precious 
metal appreciated by Rs 2,200 to Rs 
1,48,800 per 10 grams, inclusive of all 
taxes, from Wednesday’s close of Rs 
1,46,600 per 10 grams, according to 
the All India Sarafa Association. Silver 
prices also extended gains, climbing Rs 
1,500 to Rs 1,94,500 per kg, inclusive of 
all taxes, from Rs 1,93,000 per kg in the 
preceding session.

Traders said bullion buying gathered 
pace as jewellers, retailers and stock-
ists stepped up purchases ahead of 

Dhanteras on Friday, an auspicious 
occasion for buying precious metals, fol-
lowed by Diwali on Sunday. Investment 
demand also supported buying interest,  
they added.

The festive-season rally comes 
against the backdrop of a sharp year-on-
year rise in precious metal prices. On 
Dhanteras last year, celebrated on Octo-
ber 18, gold was priced at Rs 1,32,400 
per 10 grams and silver at Rs 1.7 lakh 
per kg. Gold has gained around 13 per 
cent since then, with domestic prices 
moving in the Rs 1.40-1.48 lakh range, 
said Dhruv Joglekar, Assistant Fund 
Manager at Monarch PMS. The returns 
have comfortably outperformed typical-
capital protection baselines in an highly  
volatile year, he added.

HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?

BULLION MARKET

Fireworks on D-Street: Markets surge for 6th 
day; Sensex jumps 2,009 points, Nifty high

Ahead of Dhanteras, gold prices climb  
Rs 2,200 to Rs 1.48 lakh/10gm 

NUMBER

90
z Centre completes 
90% preparatory work; 
trading platforms to 
launch soon.

Air India to order more 
wide-body planes, 
rebalance network. 
Tewolde Gebremariam 
AirIndia CEO and MD
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Chandrasekaran dis-
cusses industrial ties 
following Tata’s Iveco 
acquisition.

NEW DELHI: Tata Sons 
Chairman N Chandrase-
karan met Italian Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni 
at Palazzo Chigi in Rome, 
highlighting the growing 
industrial and economic 
partnership between 
India and Italy following 
Tata Motors’ acquisition 
of a controlling stake 
in Italian commercial 
vehicle manufacturer  
Iveco Group. 

During Wednesday’s 
meeting, Chandrasekaran 
outlined the Tata Group’s 
strategy following the 
acquisition, which marks 
a significant step towards 
strengthening its global 
commercial vehicle busi-
ness. On October 30, 
Tata Motors announced 
that it had acquired an 

89.42 per cent stake in 
Iveco for approximately 
3.43 billion euros follow-
ing the initial settlement 
of its cash tender offer. 
Earlier, addressing a 
global press conference 
at Iveco’s headquarters 
in Turin, Chandrasekaran 
thanked the Italian gov-
ernment, Prime Minis-
ter Meloni and Industry 
Minister Adolfo Urso for 
their encouragement and 
support throughout the 
acquisition process. 

He highlighted Ive-
co’s strong Italian roots, 
industrial heritage, tech-
nology and established 
presence across Europe 

and Latin America, par-
ticularly in trucks, buses 
and powertrains.

Recalling Tata Motors’ 
longstanding association 
with Turin, Chandrase-
karan said the develop-
ment of the company’s 
first indigenous passen-
ger car began in the Ital-
ian city in the late 1990s 
in collaboration with 
design house Idea.

Tata Sons chief meets Italian 
PM after Iveco acquisition

Ipca Labs Q2 net 
profit jumps 37 pc

HIGHLIGHT

z Tata-Iveco 
partnership eyes global 
commercial vehicle 
leadership.

Piyush Goyal meets Sanjay Soni

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal meets Hughes Precision Manufacturing Pvt. Ltd. Managing Director Sanjay Soni to discuss 
strengthening India’s domestic defence manufacturing sector, in New Delhi.

|  I V E C O  A C Q U I S I T I O N  |

MUMBAI: LG 
E l e c t r o n i c s 
India Limited 
(LGE India) 
has reported its highest year-on-year 
growth since listing in the second 
quarter of FY27, registering a 19.5% 
increase in revenue from operations 
to Rs 7,380 crore. The company 
also posted its second consecutive 
quarter of double-digit growth, 
reflecting strong demand across 
consumer electronics and home  
appliance segments. 

Hong Ju Jeon, Managing Director 
of LG Electronics India, said the per-
formance reflected rising consumer 
aspirations, increasing disposable 
incomes and growing demand for 
premium products. 

He added that the company would 
continue focusing on its three-pil-
lar strategy of Make-in-India, Make-
for-India and Make-India-Global.  
The company’s EBITDA rose 28% 
year-on-year to Rs 701 crore, while 
profit after tax (PAT) increased 25.7% 
to Rs 489 crore during the July- 
September quarter. 

MUMBAI:  HDFC Bank has received gov-
ernment authorisation to offer depos-
its under the Capital Gains Accounts 
Scheme (CGAS), 1988, enabling tax-
payers to earn interest while retaining 
tax benefits on their unutilised capital 
gains. Under the scheme, taxpayers 
who are unable to complete their rein-
vestment before the income tax return 
filing deadline can park their unutilised 
capital gains in savings accounts (Type 
A) or fixed deposits (Type B) for up to 
three years. 

The facility will be available across 
the bank’s urban and semi-urban 
branches, excluding rural branches. 
Resident Indians can avail the facility 
for capital gains arising from the trans-
fer of residential properties, agricultural 
land and other capital assets.

 It also covers certain industrial 
assets transferred through compulsory 
acquisition or relocated from urban 
areas to non-urban areas or Special Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs). 

Key features include zero-balance 
savings accounts, nil transaction charges 
and quarterly interest payouts on both 
savings accounts and fixed deposits. 

Q2 RESULTSCAPITAL GAINS SCHEME

LG Electronics India’s 
Q2 FY27 net profit 
rises 25.7 per cent

HDFC Bank offers 
Capital Gains Accounts  
Scheme deposits 

Premchand Godha, Executive 
Chairman, Ipca Lab

Tata Sons Chairman N. Chandrasekaran during a meeting with Italy’s 
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni on November 5. 
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RAYAGADA: Rayagada 
Division of East Coast 
Railway continued its 
observance of BRICS 
Sustainable Lifestyle 
Week by organising 
an Awareness Drive 
on “Adopt Sustainable 
Food System” at various 
Railway Stations across 
its jurisdiction.

The campaign 
focused on promot-
ing responsible food 
consumption, prevent-
ing food wastage and 
encouraging sustainable 
food practices among 
Railway Passengers, 

Rayagada Division promotes sustainable food system
Catering Vendors, Rail Users 
and Railway Employees. 
Awareness activities were 
conducted through digi-
tal displays, posters near 
catering areas and food 
stalls, public announce-
ments and direct interac-

tion with passengers and 
vendors. Railway officials 
sensitised people about the 
importance of consuming 
food responsibly, avoiding 
unnecessary wastage and 
adopting environmentally 
sustainable food habits.

DRM/Rayagada,  Ami-
tabh Singhal, emphasised 
that adopting a Sustainable 
Food System is essential 
for environmental protec-
tion and responsible utili-
sation of natural resources. 
He appealed to railway 

employees, passengers 
and catering vendors to 
avoid food wastage, pro-
mote mindful consump-
tion and collectively con-
tribute towards building a 
cleaner and more sustain-
able environment.

NEW DELHI:  Delhi Police 
has busted an alleged 
insurance fraud call cen-

tre operating in Janakpuri, 
West Delhi, and arrested 
43 people, including 32 
women and 11 men. 

The raid was conducted 
on Wednesday night, offi-
cials said on Thursday.

Fraud call 
center 



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must 
keep moving forward, despite all difficulties.”

[  Albert Einstein  ]

Established  1974  Volume  53  No. 32

|  O U R  V I E W  | 

The growing trend of voluntary exit schemes among 
global technology giants raises troubling questions about 
employment security, corporate responsibility and the 

future of human labour in an increasingly automated world. 
Meta has reportedly joined Microsoft and Google in offering 
employees attractive severance packages to leave their jobs 
voluntarily. Although these programmes appear more humane 
than abrupt layoffs, they also reflect a fundamental transfor-
mation in corporate employment practices. Meta’s reported 
proposal in France could affect nearly one-third of its workforce 
there. Employees opting for departure may receive generous 
financial compensation, extended mobility leave and assistance 
with professional retraining. Such provisions certainly offer 
temporary relief, but they cannot eliminate the uncertainty 
surrounding future employment opportunities. The broader 
concern is that voluntary departures are becoming another 
instrument of workforce reduction. Companies enjoying enor-
mous revenues and investing billions in artificial intelligence are 
simultaneously seeking to reduce their dependence on human 
employees. This contradiction deserves serious examination. 
Artificial intelligence undoubtedly promises greater efficiency, 
faster operations and substantial productivity gains. However, 
technological advancement should not become an excuse 
for treating experienced employees as disposable resources. 
Workers who contributed to corporate growth over many 
years deserve more than financial settlements when business 
priorities change. Moreover, the term ‘voluntary’ itself requires 
scrutiny. Employees facing organisational restructuring, uncer-
tain career prospects and changing performance expectations 
may feel compelled to accept exit packages despite preferring 
continued employment. A decision made under such circum-
stances cannot always be considered entirely voluntary. The 
consequences extend beyond individual employees. Large-scale 
workforce reductions weaken consumer confidence, disrupt 
families and create anxiety among younger professionals 
entering the technology sector. They also raise questions about 
whether educational institutions can prepare graduates for an 
employment market undergoing rapid technological disruption. 
Governments must strengthen labour protections while encour-
aging companies to invest in reskilling, internal redeployment 
and meaningful career transitions. Corporate boards should also 
recognise that sustainable profitability depends upon maintain-
ing public trust and employee confidence. Technology compa-
nies cannot celebrate artificial intelligence as humanity’s great-
est opportunity while overlooking its consequences for human 
livelihoods. Innovation and employment security need not be 
opposing objectives. Ultimately, the success of technological 
progress should be measured not merely through higher profits 
and reduced payrolls, but through its ability to create dignified, 
sustainable employment. Corporate efficiency must never come 
at the expense of human dignity.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Judicial scrutiny vital for 
Election Commission’s 
independence

The Diaspora Dividend: How Indian 
Communities Strengthen Global Ties

The Supreme Court’s decision to examine the legal immu-
nity granted to the Chief Election Commissioner and 
Election Commissioners raises an important constitu-

tional question: Can institutional independence justify protec-
tion from judicial scrutiny? The controversy centres on Section 
16 of the 2023 law governing the appointment and service condi-
tions of Election Commissioners. The provision protects serving 
and former commissioners from civil and criminal proceedings 
concerning actions performed, or purportedly performed, 
during official duties. Petitioners argue that such protection 
creates an unusually broad, potentially lifelong immunity, even 
in cases involving allegations of miscon-
duct or misuse of authority. Undoubt-
edly, Election Commissioners require 
safeguards against politically motivated 
litigation and external pressure. Their 
independence is essential for conduct-
ing free and fair elections. However, 
protecting legitimate official decisions 
must not become synonymous with 
eliminating accountability. The distinc-
tion between actions undertaken in 
good faith and those exceeding lawful authority deserves careful 
judicial examination. The government’s justification must also 
receive consideration, particularly regarding the need to prevent 
harassment of constitutional functionaries. Importantly, issuing 
notices does not establish that the provision is unconstitutional. 
The law remains operational pending judicial examination. 
Ultimately, the constitutional challenge concerns balancing 
institutional independence with accountability. Democratic insti-
tutions derive credibility not merely from autonomy but from 
their continued answerability to constitutional principles.
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Voluntary Exits Mask 
Growing Corporate 
Job Insecurity

Yash Pal Ralhan

its citizens abroad with the 
strategic objectives of the 
state.

Culturally, the diaspora 
has made Indian languages, 
cuisine, cinema, yoga, festi-
vals and philosophical tra-
ditions part of global public 
life. Such cultural circulation 
enhances India’s soft power, 
but its value lies in reciproc-
ity. A mature diaspora policy 
should encourage overseas 
Indians to act as bridges 
between societies—promot-
ing pluralism, professional 
exchange and educational 
collaboration—rather than 
as instruments of narrow 
nationalism.

Knowledge and  
Global Citizenship

The diaspora’s intellec-
tual contribution is perhaps 
its most underappreciated 
asset. Indian-origin scien-
tists, physicians, engineers, 
academics and policy special-
ists are embedded in univer-
sities, hospitals, think tanks 
and international organisa-
tions worldwide. Their work 
strengthens research part-
nerships, expands opportu-
nities for Indian students and 
scholars, and lends practical 
substance to initiatives in 
digital public infrastructure, 
climate cooperation, health 
security and skills mobility.

Recent initiatives to inter-

nationalise Indian higher 
education, attract foreign 
students and build cross-bor-
der academic partnerships 
can gain considerably from 
this global knowledge net-
work. Education diplomacy, 
when anchored in credible 
institutions and mutual ben-
efit, can convert diaspora 
goodwill into long-term stra-
tegic partnerships.

A Critical Agenda
The diaspora dividend is 

real, but it is neither auto-
matic nor unconditional. 
India must protect migrant 
workers—particularly in the 
Gulf—from exploitation, 
ensure accessible consular 
services, and create secure 
legal frameworks for skilled 
mobility. It must also move 
beyond ceremonial engage-
ment toward institutional 
mechanisms that enable 
diaspora investment, philan-
thropy, research collabora-
tion and return migration.

The strength of the Indian 
diaspora lies not in its size 
alone, but in its ability to 
connect India to the world 
through trust, talent and 
transaction. If India treats 
its overseas communities as 
partners in a shared global 
project, the diaspora can 
become one of the most con-
sequential assets in its con-
temporary diplomacy.

The Indian diaspora has 
ceased to be merely 
an overseas extension 

of the nation; it has become 
a strategic constituency in 
India’s engagement with 
the world. Numbering more 
than 35 million people, it 
constitutes the world’s larg-
est diaspora and operates 
as a durable network of cap-
ital, competence, culture 
and political goodwill across 
continents.  Its contribution 
to global relations, how-
ever, should be assessed not 
through sentimental claims 
of belonging, but through 
its measurable capacity to 
deepen economic inter-
dependence, institutional 
collaboration and mutual 
understanding.

Economic Statecraft
The most visible expres-

sion of this dividend is 
financial. Overseas Indians 
remitted a record $135.46 
billion in 2024–25, a 14 per 
cent increase over the previ-
ous year, reaffirming India’s 
position as the world’s lead-
ing recipient of remittances.  
These flows are not simply 
private transfers; they sta-
bilise household consump-
tion, finance education and 
health, strengthen foreign-
exchange reserves and pro-
vide a counter-cyclical cush-
ion during global economic 

uncertainty.
Yet the diaspora’s eco-

nomic significance extends 
beyond remittances. Indian-
origin professionals and 
entrepreneurs occupy lead-
ership positions in tech-
nology, finance, pharma-
ceuticals, academia and 
public administration, cre-
ating channels for invest-
ment, innovation and mar-
ket access. Their presence in 
multinational corporations 
and research institutions 
facilitates knowledge trans-
fer and reinforces India’s 
credibility in global scientific 
and commercial networks.

Diplomacy and Soft 
Power

Diasporic communities 
also perform an informal 
diplomatic function. Indian-
origin citizens and legisla-
tors in the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia, Singapore and 
the Gulf states help inter-
pret India’s interests within 
host-country political sys-
tems, while also promoting 
people-to-people familiarity 
that formal diplomacy alone 
cannot generate.  This influ-
ence must be handled with 
care: diaspora advocacy 
should complement, not 
substitute for, official foreign 
policy, and India must avoid 
conflating the identities of 

Dr Mahammad 
Ghouse Shaik 
A Blogger and  

Columnist

Poverty reduction demands more than statistics
The World Bank’s reported decline in extreme poverty from 27% to 2.6% deserves 
recognition, but statistics alone cannot reflect actual living conditions. A monthly 
income of approximately Rs 8,700 for five family members hardly guarantees 
dignity. India’s position in the Global Hunger Index and persistent child mal-
nutrition highlight continuing challenges. Widening income disparities further 
expose economic inequalities. Genuine poverty reduction must ensure stable 
employment, affordable healthcare, nutritious food and quality education, allow-
ing every citizen to enjoy meaningful economic and social security.

Dr. Vijaykumar H K, Raichur

Political promises raise questions over accountability
The BJP’s promise to stop infiltration after winning the Bengal Assembly election 
surprised me, since securing international borders is primarily the Central gov-
ernment’s responsibility, where the party already held power. Its subsequent “Save 
Democracy” campaign raises another interesting question about political account-
ability. Such campaigns may serve political purposes, but citizens also expect gov-
ernments to fulfil their existing responsibilities. The situation reminds me of an 
imaginary campaign by pharmaceutical manufacturers demanding cheaper medi-
cines while overlooking their own role in determining prices.

Sujit De, Kolkata

The November 2026 US midterm elections highlight growing public discontent over economic hardships, immigration policies 
and governance, underscoring democracy’s power to demand accountability from leaders. by Dr. Kolahalam Ramkishore.

The November 2026 
midterm elections in 
the United States have 

dealt a severe political blow 
to President Donald Trump 
and his Republican Party. 
Barely two years after his 
emphatic victory in the 2024 
presidential election, which 
had given Republicans a 
favourable position in both 
chambers of Congress, the 
political tide appears to have 
turned against him. The Dem-
ocrats’ gains in the House 
of Representatives and the 
Senate reflect growing pub-
lic disenchantment with the 
Trump administration. These 
results, however, should not 
be viewed merely as a victory 
for one party and a defeat for 
another, but as a powerful 
reminder of the electorate’s 
ability to hold those in power 
accountable in a functioning 
democracy.

In the 2024 presidential 
election, Trump secured 
312 electoral votes against 
Kamala Harris’s 226. He also 
won 49.8 per cent of the pop-
ular vote, compared with 
Harris’s 48.3 per cent. In the 
119th Congress, Republicans 
held 53 seats in the Senate, 
while Democrats had 45, with 
two seats occupied by inde-
pendents. Republicans also 
enjoyed a narrow majority in 
the House, providing Trump 
with considerable legislative 
support. However, accord-
ing to preliminary results 
reported on November 4, 
2026, Democrats secured 
54 Senate seats against the 

Republicans’ 44 and also 
moved into a leading position 
in the House.

The state-wise results are 
particularly revealing. Dem-
ocrats wrested Senate seats 
in Iowa, Kansas, Texas, Ohio, 
North Carolina and South Car-
olina, all of which had voted 
for Trump in 2024. They also 
retained their advantage in 
Maine, which had supported 
Harris. The Democratic gains 
in traditionally Republican 
strongholds such as Iowa 
and Kansas suggest a per-
ceptible erosion of Trump’s 
political influence. Never-
theless, Republicans man-
aged to retain their domi-
nance in conservative states  
such as Alabama, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Oklahoma and 
Wyoming.

Economic discontent 

appears to have been the 
principal factor behind the 
Republican setback. Voters 
who expected relief from 
inflation, rising prices of 
essential commodities, hous-
ing rents and healthcare costs 
have seen little meaningful 
improvement. Although the 
administration has defended 
its import tariffs, particularly 
those imposed on China, as 
necessary to protect Ameri-
can industries, concerns have 
mounted that the additional 
costs are ultimately being 
passed on to consumers. An 
Associated Press voter survey 
indicated that nearly 40 per 
cent identified the economy 
as their primary concern, 
while approximately 60 per 
cent expressed anxiety over 
the rising cost of everyday 
necessities.

Trump’s confronta-
tional foreign policy, mili-
tary tensions with Iran and 
disagreements with NATO 
allies have further fuelled 
public unease. His stringent 
measures against immigra-
tion, pursued in the name 
of border control, have 
also attracted widespread 
criticism. The growing sup-
port for Democrats among 
younger voters and His-
panic communities presents 
another challenge for Repub-
licans. Moreover, the ten-
dency to select candidates 
primarily on the basis of 
personal loyalty to the Pres-
ident, rather than their abil-
ity to address local concerns, 
appears to have weakened 
the party’s electoral appeal.

The immediate conse-
quence of the Democratic 

gains will be greater legisla-
tive resistance to Trump’s 
agenda. Although the Pres-
ident can veto legislation 
passed by Congress, a two-
thirds majority in both cham-
bers can override such a 
veto. The Democratic advan-
tage is likely to complicate 
the administration’s efforts 
on budgets, taxation, immi-
gration, government expen-
diture and key appointments. 
Congressional scrutiny, 
investigations and oversight 
of executive decisions are 
also expected to intensify.

Yet, the Democratic vic-
tory should not be mis-
taken for an overwhelming 
endorsement of the party’s 
own political agenda. Oppo-
sition to Trump appears to 
have been the principal driv-
ing force behind the electoral 
verdict. Whether Trump 
chooses confrontation with 
the opposition or under-
takes a course correction to 
address the concerns of ordi-
nary Americans will shape 
his political fortunes over the 
next two years.

The message from these 
elections extends far beyond 
American shores: electoral 
rhetoric, presidential bra-
vado and nationalist slogans 
cannot substitute for eco-
nomic security, democratic 
values and accountable gov-
ernance. Ultimately, the true 
measure of a government’s 
success lies not in the gran-
deur of its promises, but 
in its ability to improve the 
lives of its people.

A Public Backlash Against Trump’s Policies



Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Under its “Clean 
and Beautiful Bhilai” cam-
paign, the Bhilai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) has 
initiated a special clean-
liness drive at the Sanjay 
Nagar pond in Ward 6. A 
dedicated health depart-
ment team is actively 
removing immersed idol 
remnants and accumu-
lated religious waste left 
behind after recent festi-
vals.

The initiative aims to 
safeguard local water bod-
ies from pollution, main-
tain ecological balance, 

and prevent contamina-
tion caused by submerged 
materials. In addition to 
clearing festival debris, 
the team is removing gen-
eral waste from the pond 
and surrounding areas.

Urging citizen coop-

eration, the civic body 
appealed to residents to 
balance religious faith 
with environmental 
awareness by disposing 
of ritual items properly 
rather than leaving them 
in water bodies.

Central Chronicle 
News

BHILAI: Smriti 
Nagar police chowki 
under Supela 
police station 
arrested a 28-year-
old woman and 
recovered a stolen 
TVS iQube elec-
tric scooter from 
Sector-4, Bhilai. 
The vehicle was 
reported stolen by 
complainant Aman 
Kumar Gendre 
from the parking 
area of Shankracha-
rya Hospital, Jun-
wani, between the 
night of October 30 

and the morning of 
October 31. Follow-
ing the complaint, 
police registered 
a case under Sec-
tion 303(2) of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS). 
Acting on a tip-off 
that a suspect was 
looking for buy-
ers to sell a stolen 
scooter, a police 
team detained the 
accused, identified 
as Bhoj Nishad, a 
native of Dhamtari 
currently residing 
in Sector-4. Dur-
ing interrogation, 
she confessed  
to the theft. 

MiC approves key 
development projects

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The Mayor-in-Coun-
cil (MIC) meeting of the 
Bhilai Municipal Corpo-
ration, chaired by Mayor 
Neeraj Pal and attended 
by Commissioner Suruchi 
Singh, discussed 15 key pro-
posals aimed at advancing 
urban infrastructure, pub-
lic amenities, sanitation, 
and municipal revenue, 
granting approval to several 
vital initiatives. Key deci-
sions included approving 
the final list of 46 Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana benefi-
ciaries from Kurud (19) and 
Khamhariya/Junwani (27) 

for submission to the Gen-
eral Assembly. The council 
also greenlit a proposal to 
approach the state gov-
ernment to establish a 10 
MW on-grid solar plant on 
municipal land in Semariya, 
fostering renewable energy 
adoption and cost savings. 
Additionally, approvals were 
granted to invite tenders 
for a Rs 2 crore cultural and 
community hall in Camp-1, 
issue RFPs for maintain-
ing community facilities 
in HUDCO and Sector-4, 
execute sewerage renewal 
works in HUDCO, and realign 
road and drain construction 
in Nehru Nagar West.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: With festive shop-
pers crowding major mar-
kets ahead of Diwali, 
the Durg Municipal 
Corporation, along-
side local police, has 
intensified inspec-
tions across commer-
cial hubs to maintain 
smooth traffic flow. 
Following direc-
tives from Mayor Alka 
Baghmar and Commis-
sioner Leena Kosam, a 
joint team inspected key 

zones, including Indira 
Market, Station Road, Old 
Bus Stand, Phool Chowk, 
and Farishta Complex. 

Officials instructed 
shopkeepers to operate 
strictly within designated 
limits and clear goods 

encroaching onto roads 
and pedestrian foot-
paths. Demarcation lines 
were drawn across con-

gested stretches to 
curb unauthorized 
extensions. Author-
ities warned that 
non-compliant trad-
ers face immediate 
seizure of goods left 
on streets. Addition-
ally, police and civic 

personnel are monitoring 
unauthorized and pro-
longed vehicle parking in 
busy commercial pockets. 

|   D I WA L I  RUS H   | | POND CLEANING   | 

DMC cracks down on 
market encroachments 

Drive launched to remove idol remains 

Woman held for stealing 
electric scooter 

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Following direc-
tives from the Pradesh 
Congress Committee, the 
District Congress Com-
mittee (Durg City) is set to 
organize public outreach 
meetings—”Jan Chaupal”—
across all mandals, munic-
ipal wards, and booths 
under its ‘Vote Bachao, 
Desh Bachao’ campaign. 

Announcing the ini-
tiative during a party 
meeting at Rajiv Bha-
van, District President 
Dheeraj Bakliwal stated 
that mandal-level dia-
logues will take place 
from November 11 to 15, 
followed by ward- and 
booth-level interactive 
gatherings from Novem-
ber 16 to 25. Senior party 
leaders have been des-
ignated as in-charges 
across the city’s 10 man-
dals. AICC in-charge 

Rajesh Thakur and former 
cabinet minister Ravindra 
Choubey will also attend 
these sessions to engage 
directly with residents. 
Targeting the ruling BJP, 
Bakliwal alleged large-s-
cale electoral manipula-
tion, claiming that mil-
lions of voter names were  

arbitrarily deleted under 
the guise of system ratio-
nalisation to influence 
outcomes in states like 
Maharashtra, Haryana, 
and West Bengal. Demand-
ing fresh elections, he 
accused the central gov-
ernment of authoritar-
ianism for refusing to 

replace Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar 
despite unified opposition 
demands. Local party 
cadres, booth commit-
tee members, and senior 
functionaries will actively 
mobilize citizens during 
the campaign to highlight 
these allegations.

 | SAVE VOTE - SAVE NATION  | 

Cong to hold Jan Chaupals across municipal wards 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Under the vision 
of Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai and the lead-
ership of Deputy Chief 
Minister and PWD Minis-
ter Arun Sao, the Chhat-
tisgarh government has 
sanctioned Rs 71.72 crore 
for nine collegiate infra-
structure projects across 
Durg district. The ini-
tiative aims to provide 
quality higher educa-
tion closer to students’ 
homes, saving com-
mute time and reducing 
expenses for rural and 
urban youth alike. Out 
of the nine sanctioned 

works, two landmark 
facilities stand completed. 
These include the mod-
ern three-storey academic 
complex and Center for 
Excellence at Government 
Chandulal Chandrakar 
PG College in Patan, built 
for Rs 38.78 crore, and 

a new college building 
at Ranitarai costing Rs 
4.66 crore. Ongoing con-
struction includes new 
colleges at Kumhari and 
Pendrapat/Pendraiwan 
(Rs 4.66 crore each), eight 
additional classrooms 
at Government College 

Utai (Rs 1.12 crore), and 
smart classrooms and 
libraries at Indira Gandhi 
Government PG College, 
Vaishali Nagar (Rs 3.87 
crore). Meanwhile, ten-
dering is underway for 
Nagpura, and land allo-
cation progresses for a 

new music college in Durg 
and a college in Risali. All 
campuses incorporate 
inclusive, eco-friendly 
infrastructure featuring 
access ramps for differ-
ently-abled individuals 
and integrated rainwater 
harvesting systems to 
recharge local groundwa-
ter and ensure water sus-
tainability.

Durg’s higher education 
infrastructure gets Rs 71 cr boost

Administrative approval granted for nine college infrastructure projects  
worth approximately Rs 71.72 crore in Durg district.

FASTFACTS

z Two major projects, 
including an advanced 
Center for Excellence 
in Patan, are already 
completed, while seven 
others progress rapidly.

Troupes 
invited for 
festival
BHILAI: The Tribal and 
Scheduled Caste Devel-
opment Department 
has invited entries from 
traditional tribal folk 
dance troupes across 
Durg district for the 
Shaheed Veer Narayan 
Singh Memorial Tribal 
Folk Art Festival. The 
outstanding troupe 
selected at the district 
level will represent 
Durg in the state-level 
competition scheduled 
for November 13, 2026, 
in Raigarh district, 
where winning teams 
will be felicitated. 

FIRECRACKER

BSP

Stalls pose 
severe hazard

Plate Mill sets 
new records

BHILAI: Shiv Sena (UBT) 
Durg-Bhilai joint district 
president Raju Gupta has 
raised serious concerns 
regarding firecracker 
shops operating within 
the congested Power 
House market, term-
ing them a severe threat 
to public safety. Gupta 
warned that amidst heavy 
festive footfall, a minor 
spark or electrical short-
circuit could trigger a cat-
astrophic blaze, endan-
gering lives and property. 
The overcrowded, narrow 
alleys also cause severe 
gridlocks, impeding emer-
gency access for ambu-
lances and fire engines. 

BHILAI: The Plate Mill of 
Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP) set 
three new production and 
dispatch benchmarks in 
October 2026, driven by 
enhanced operational effi-
ciency and robust team-
work. The mill achieved 
its highest-ever October 
saleable plate production 
of 1,23,106 tonnes, break-
ing its earlier October 
2023 record of 1,21,675 
tonnes. Total plate dispatch 
reached an October-best 
1,19,237 tonnes, surpassing 
the 1,18,502 tonnes logged 
in October 2025. Addition-
ally, the mill created an all-
time monthly high in direct 
dispatch at 85,614 tonnes.

BOOTLEGGING

Man nabbed 
with liquor
BHILAI: Old Bhilai Police 
on Thursday arrested a 
50-year-old man for selling 
illicit country-made liquor 
behind an Indian Oil petrol 
pump in Transport Nagar, 
Hathkhoj. Acting on a tip-
off, a police raiding party 
apprehended the accused, 
identified as Sanjay Mishra, 
a resident of Fauji Nagar, 
Jamul. Officials seized 33 
pouches (5.94 bulk litres) 
of country liquor from his 
possession. A case was reg-
istered under Section 34(2) 
of the Excise Act. Follow-
ing his arrest, Mishra was 
produced before a local 
court, which remanded 
him to judicial custody 
until November 19.
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Government College in 
Ahiwara will be renamed 

after the late Shri 
Doman Lal Korsewada,  

Vishnu Deo Sai  
(CM)

A newly constructed college building in Durg district. 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Students of DAV 
Public School, Hudco, 
Bhilai delivered an 
exceptional performance 
at the 32nd District-Level 
National Children’s Sci-
ence Congress, held 
on November 2–3 at 
Saraswati Shishu Mandir, 
Kasaridih, Durg. A total 
of 396 students across 
government and pri-
vate schools presented 
198 projects, evaluated 
by professors from IIT 
Bhilai and local post-
graduate colleges.

DAV Hudco clinched 
top spots in both divi-

sions: Avni Sharma and 
C. Sai Kriti secured first 
place in the Senior Cat-
egory, while Sampada 
Panigrahi and Trisha 
Lodhi claimed first in the 
Junior Category. Men-
tored by science teachers 
Ajay Sharma and Mohit 
Srivastava, the winners 
received mementos and 
certificates from senior 
education officials. The 

successful teams will now 
represent Durg district at 
the upcoming state-level 
competition at Pt. Ravis-
hankar Shukla University. 
Commending their inno-
vative solutions, Prashant 
Kumar, Regional Officer 
(Chhattisgarh Zone), 
lauded the young scien-
tists for addressing con-
temporary challenges 
and wished them success.

|   S C I E N C E  CO N G R E SS  |

DAV Hudco students sweep top honours



Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Indian tennis 
legends Mahesh Bhupathi 
and Sania Mirza have 
secured positions on the 
All India Tennis Associ-
ation (AITA) Executive 
Committee after being 
elected as Sportspersons 
of Outstanding Merit 
(SOM) representatives to 
its General Body.

Bhupathi topped the 
Executive Committee vot-
ing with 23 votes, while 

Sania received 18. Janaki 
Krishnamoorthy secured 

13 votes and Vishal Uppal 
seven.

Earlier, Bhupathi and 
Sania were elected to 
the General Body with 19 
and 18 votes respectively. 
Ashutosh Singh received 
17 votes, while Shalini 
Thakur Chawla secured 
16, completing the four 
SOM representatives.

Following their elec-
tion to the Executive 
Committee, Bhupathi 
and Sania will not contest 
for office-bearer positions 
in the upcoming AITA 
elections.

Press Trust Of India

Shilanand Lakra, 
Dilpreet Singh, Jugraj 
Singh and Vivek Sagar 
Prasad score crucial 
goals.

MOHALI:   Defending 
champions India beat 
Japan 4-1 in the final to 
register a hat-trick of titles 
and sixth crown overall at 
the men’s Asian Champi-
ons Trophy hockey tour-
nament here on Thursday.

Asian Games gold med-
allists India had earlier 
won the tournament in 
2011, 2016, 2018, 2023 and 
2024.

It was, however, Japan 
who stunned the Indian 
team in the third minute 
by scoring a field goal 
through Kazumasa Matsu-
moto.

India got their acts 
together afterwards and 
scored through Shilannd 
Lakra (42nd minute) from 
a penalty corner, Dipreet 
Singh (48th) from a field 
play and Jugraj from yet 
another set piece in the 
53rd minute. Vivek Sagar 
Prasad made it 4-1 for the 
home team in the 54th 
minute.

India had earlier 
defeated Japan 4-1 in the 
round-robin stage of the 
tournament at the Olym-
pian Surjit Singh Stadium 
in Jalandhar.

But on Thursday, Japan 
gave India a tough fight 
in the first two quarters, 
though the home side 
came back strongly in the 
second half.

India started on a 
bright note but it was 
Japan who took the lead 
against the run of play in 
the third minute through 
Matsumoto, who scored 
with a tomahawk to stun 
the hosts in front of a 
packed crowd at the 
Olympian Balbir Singh 
Stadium.

The Indians, thereaf-
ter, showed urgency and 
created a few chances but 
lacked the final finishing.

Japan secured two 
back-to-back penalty cor-
ners in the 20th minute 
but the Indian defence 
was up to the task to 
deny Japan skipper Raiki 
Fujishima.

Vice-captain Hardik 
Singh, who featured in his 
200th international match 
on Thursday, was the star 
in India’s midfield, linking 
up the defence and with 
forward line to create 
chances.

Jarmanpreet Singh, on 
the other hand, was rock 
solid in defence with his 
brilliant work ethic.

Trailing 0-1, the Indi-
ans came out with more 
purpose after the change 
of ends and secured their 
first penalty corner in the 
33rd minute but skipper 
Harmanpreet Singh’s flick 
was blocked by Japanese 
goalkeeper Kisho Kuroda.

The Japanese contin-

ued to impress, earning 
their second penalty cor-
ner in the 39th minute but 
Shota Yamada’s effort did 
not produce any goal.

India kept up the pres-
sure on the Japanese 
defence and secured 
back-to-back penalty cor-
ners in the 42nd minute, 
and Lakra equalised from 
a rebound after being fed 
by Aditya Arjun Lalage.

India continued their 
domination in the final 
quarter and Dilpreet gave 
the home side the lead 
in the 48th minute with 
a reverse hit after being 
brilliantly set up by Har-
dik.

India were a com-

pletely different side once 
they took the lead. They 
extended the lead in the 
53rd minute when Jugraj 
converted India’s third 
penalty corner with pre-
cision.

There was no stopping 
India thereafter as Vivek 
scored from the top of 
the circle with a fierce hit 
after Lakra’s initial shot 
was saved by the Japanese 
goalkeeper.

Just 12 seconds from 
the final hooter, Japan 
secured their fourth pen-
alty corner but skipper 
Fujishima’s effort went 
wide as India remained 
unbeaten in the tourna-
ment.

Deepti Sharma 
in contention 
for ICC Player 
of the Month 
honour
DUBAI:  Indian all-rounder 
Deepti Sharma has emerged 
as a strong contender for the 
ICC Player of the Month award 
following her outstanding per-
formances against Zimbabwe. 
Deepti smashed an unbeaten 
106 in her only ODI batting 
appearance and claimed five 
wickets at an impressive econ-
omy rate of 3.42 during India’s 
3-0 series triumph. Earlier, in 
the three-match T20I series, 
she scored a valuable 49 off 
37 deliveries and captured 
two wickets with her off-spin 
bowling. Other shortlisted 
players include South Afri-
ca’s Marco Jansen, Pakistan’s 
Arafat Minhas, West Indies 
captain Shai Hope, Australia’s 
Annabel Sutherland and Ban-
gladesh’s Sobhana Mostary. 
The nominees are selected 
based on their monthly per-
formances, with winners 
determined through voting by 
the ICC Voting Academy and 
cricket fans worldwide.

| TENNIS LEGENDS ELECTED |

Bhupathi and Sania elected to AITA executive committee

Press Trust Of India

Hyderabad overcome 
Chhattisgarh’s spirited 
challenge to register 
dramatic one-wicket 
Ranji Trophy victory.

HYDERABAD:   Hyder-
abad registered a thrill-
ing one-wicket victory 
over Chhattisgarh on the 
fourth and final day of 
their Ranji Trophy 2026-
27 encounter at Gymk-
hana Ground here on 
Thursday.

Chasing a challenging 
target of 259 runs, Hyder-
abad reached 259/9 in 
79.4 overs, with Aniket 
Reddy playing a deci-
sive unbeaten knock of 
39. Abhirath Reddy con-
tributed 68 runs, while 
Varun Goud scored 55. 
Dev Aditya Singh claimed 
three wickets for Chhat-
tisgarh.

Earlier, Chhattisgarh 
elected to bat and posted 
284 in their first innings, 
riding on captain Anuj 
Tiwari’s 72 and Vikalp 
Tiwari’s 69. Mayank 
Verma and Jayant Yadav 
contributed 36 runs each. 
Milind captured three 
wickets for Hyderabad.

In reply, Hyderabad 

were dismissed for 280, 
conceding a narrow four-
run first-innings lead. 
Rahul Radesh top-scored 
with 72, while Himateja 
contributed 46. Dhar-
mendra Singh Jadeja pro-
duced an impressive five-
wicket haul.

Chhattisgarh subse-
quently scored 254 in 

their second innings, 
with Mayank Verma strik-
ing 81 and Sanjeet Desai 
adding 51. Jadeja contrib-
uted a valuable 38.

Rakshan Reddy and 
Aniket Reddy claimed 
three wickets each.

Despite Chhattisgarh’s 
determined bowling 
effort, Hyderabad held 
their nerve in the clos-
ing stages to complete 
a memorable victory, 
denying the visitors a 
hard-fought Ranji Trophy 
triumph.

|  R A N J I  T R O P H Y  |
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“My focus is on winning 
matches, training hard and 
staying consistent. An India 

comeback remains in my 
mind, always.”  

Prithvi Shaw 
Indian Cricketer
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FAREWELL FOOTBALL LEGEND

Cristiano Ronaldo announces his 
international retirement

LISBON:  Portuguese football icon 
Cristiano Ronaldo announced his 
retirement from international football 
on Thursday, ending a remarkable 
23-year career featuring six World 
Cups and historic achievements. The 
41-year-old superstar confirmed his 
decision through an emotional social 
media video, describing his journey 
representing Portugal as an extraor-
dinary privilege. Ronaldo retires with 

a record 146 international goals from 
234 appearances, having guided Por-
tugal to Euro 2016 glory and Nations 
League triumphs in 2019 and 2025. 
His international journey began in 
August 2003, transforming Portugal 
into a formidable force in world foot-
ball. The Portuguese football federa-
tion expressed immense gratitude and 
announced plans for a special tribute 
honouring his achievements. PTI

Hyderabad clinch thrilling one 
wicket victory over Chhattisgarh

India beat Japan 4-1 to clinch sixth 
Asian Champions Trophy title

Defending champions India staged a remarkable second-half comeback to defeat Japan 4-1, securing their 
sixth Asian Champions Trophy hockey title and completing a historic hat-trick of consecutive triumphs.

KORBA:  With its installed capacity of 
7180MW in Chhattisgarh through its 
running projects at Korba (2600MW), 
Sipat (2980MW) and Lara (1600MW), 
NTPC playing a pivotal role in devel-
opment of the state. Further, addi-
tion of 4000MW (Lara 3200 MW and 
Sipat 800 MW) is under construction 
stage.
Besides its core activity of electricity 
generation, NTPC takes concerted 
efforts to promote sports at National 
level with special thrust in Chhattis-
garh. 
Sponsoring Chhattisgarh Hockey 
League-2026: NTPC associated with 
the inaugural Chhattisgarh Hockey 
League-2026 as Title Sponsor. Main-
pat Titans were crowned Champions 
of the inaugural NTPC Chhattisgarh 
Hockey League-2026 defeating San-
skardhani Strikers 4-2 in a thrilling 
final held at Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
International Hockey Stadium, Rai-
pur on November 01, 2026. 
Setting up of National Level and 
Grassroot Level Archery Acad-
emies in Chhattisgarh: NTPC, 
through its CSR activities, extended 
financial support of Rs 85.45 Crore 
for setting up of National Level 
Archer Academy at Naya Raipur and 
Grassroot Level Archer Academy at 

Jashpur. The construction work of 
both the academies is in full swing. 
With the coming of both the Archery 
academies, it will boost archery in 
the state in a big way.
Supporting Football in Chhattis-
garh:  Under its CSR, NTPC extend-
ing financial support since 2016 to 
Chhattisgarh State Football Champi-
onship to conduct Sub Junior (Girls & 
Boys), Junior (Girls & Boys), Under 20 
(Men’s), Senior (Men’s and Women) 
championships at NTPC Korba, Sipat 
and Lara. Such type of support from 
NTPC helps emerge international 
repute football player like Kiran 
Pisda.
Sponsoring Chhattisgarh Open 
Golf Championship-2026: NTPC 
sponsored Chhattisgarh Open Golf 
Championship to promote sports in 
the state.
Encouraging Rural Sports Talent: 
Since its inception, NTPC projects 
are conducting rural sports events to 
encourage rural sports talent.  Fur-
ther, NTPC Korba’s support to tal-
ented players like Aakarshi Kashyap 
and Harshit Thakur in Badminton 
and Shruti Yadav in Shooting helped 
to showcase their talent at Interna-
tional level and brough laurels for the 
country.

TANVI EYES GOLD

NURTURING SPORTING EXCELLENCE

DAKAR: India’s 15-year-old badminton 
sensation Tanvi Patri created history 
by becoming the first Indian woman 
to reach the singles final at the Youth 
Olympic Games. The Odisha shuttler 
defeated Japan’s second seed Yuzuno 
Watanabe 21-14, 11-21, 21-19 in a thrilling 
54-minute semifinal encounter. Tanvi 
dominated the opening game before 
Watanabe fought back strongly to force 
a decider. Displaying remarkable com-
posure, the Indian youngster clinched 
the deciding game 21-19. Earlier, Tanvi 
had defeated Thailand’s Kungkaew 
Kakanik in the quarterfinals to become 
India’s first women’s singles semifinal-
ist. She will now face reigning world 
junior champion Yi Xin Zhang of China 
in the gold medal clash. Tanvi hopes to 
improve upon India’s previous Youth 
Olympics badminton silver medals won 
by HS Prannoy and Lakshya Sen. PTI

Tanvi Patri creates history by reaching 
Youth Olympics badminton final

NTPC promotes strong sport 
ecosystem across Chhattisgarh

“It was heartening to 
see 31 sportspersons 
participate, showing 

their commitment 
towards bringing 

meaningful changes 
to Indian tennis 
administration.”   

Mahesh Bhupathi 
Former Indian Tennis 

Player

HIGHLIGHT

z  Aniket Reddy’s 
unbeaten 39 guides 
Hyderabad to thrilling 
victory in tense chase.

z Mayank Verma’s 
fighting 81 and Jadeja’s 
five wickets fail to rescue 
Chhattisgarh.
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