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MUMBAI: Nearly one in 
three adults in a rural 
Indian population has 
high blood pressure, but 
fewer than one in five 
are aware of their condi-
tion, according to a new 
research. High blood 
pressure, also known as 
hypertension, defined as a 
systolic blood pressure of 
at least 140 mmHg or a dia-

stolic blood pressure of at 
least 90 mmHg, is a lead-
ing risk factor for cardio-
vascular disease, including 
heart attacks and strokes, 
according to the research. 
Although effective treat-
ments are available, many 
people remain undiag-

nosed or do not achieve 
adequate blood pressure 
control, the research 
titled “Prevalence, diag-
nosis, treatment and 

control of hypertension 
among adults in rural 
India: results from the 
ISHA” said. Researchers 
from the Centre for Can-
cer Epidemiology at the 
TMC, in Mumbai analysed 
data from nearly 40,000 
adults aged 30-69 years, 
who participated in the 
Indian Study of Healthy 
Ageing (ISHA) in Barshi, 
Maharashtra, between 
2015 and 2020.
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It listed the  
matter for hearing 
on December 18.

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday 
agreed to hear pleas of RJD 
MP Manoj Jha and activist 
Arun Agrawal challenging 
the constitutional validity 
of a law provision granting 
blanket immunity from 
prosecution to the Chief 
Election Commissioner 
and the Election Commis-
sioners.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and V 
Mohana issued notice to 

the Centre and sought its 
response in four weeks.

The bench told advo-
cate Fauzia Shakil, appear-
ing for Jha, and advocate 
Neha Rathi, appearing for 
Agrawal, that the court is 
tagging the matter with a 
petition pending on the 
similar issue.

It listed the matter for 
hearing on December 18.

Jha in the plea said it 
challenges the constitu-
tional validity of Section 
16 of the Chief Election 

Commissioner and other 
Election Commissioners 
(Appointment, Conditions 
of Service and Term of 
Office) Act, 2023, which 
bars every court in the 
country from entertain-
ing or continuing any civil 
or criminal proceeding 
against any person who 
is or was a CEC or EC, for 
anything done “or pur-
porting” to be done in the 
discharge of official duty.

Section 16 of the Act 
reads as “Notwithstand-
ing anything contained in 
any other law for the time 
being in force, no court 
shall entertain or con-
tinue any civil or crimi-
nal proceedings against 

any person who is or was 
a Chief Election Com-
missioner or an Election 
Commissioner for any 
act, thing or word, com-
mitted, done or spoken 
by him when, or in the 
course of acting or pur-
porting to act in the dis-
charge of his official duty 
or function”.

The Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) MP said that 
Section 16 of the Act con-
fers on unelected officials 
a shield that the Constitu-
tion withholds from the 
President of the repub-
lic, from every member 
of Parliament, and from 
every judge of this court 
and of the high courts.
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NEW DELHI: In a major 
overhaul of the Agni-
path scheme, the gov-
ernment on Wednes-
day announced that 
Agniveers set to exit the 
military at the end of 
their four-year tenure 
will be given an addi-
tional two-year extension 
period and subsequently 
offered permanent 
recruitment, subject to 
meeting specific eligibil-
ity criteria and individual 
consent.

The decision was 
announced by Chief of 
Defence Staff Gen N S 
Raja Subramani, shortly 
after the Union Cabinet 
approved the changes in 
the military recruitment 
scheme as recommended 
by the three services.

Defence Minister 

Rajnath Singh said the 
move is part of “long-
term structural reforms” 
of the defence forces 
aimed at creating “a 
younger, fitter, techno-
logically equipped and 
future-ready military”. 
Under the Agnipath 
scheme rolled out in 
June, 2022, soldiers were 
recruited for a four-year 
term, with a provision 
to retaining only 25 per 

cent of them in regular 
services. The changes in 
the scheme were brought 
in just over three weeks 
before around 18,000 
Agniveers were to exit 
the armed forces.

“Today is a very sig-
nificant day for the 
Indian defence forces 
and for Agniveers. The 
Cabinet has created a 
pathway for all Agniveers 
to be absorbed into the 

defence forces,” the Chief 
of Defence Staff said, 
addressing a press con-
ference alongside Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw.

At present, over 
300,000 soldiers 
recruited under the Agni-
path scheme are operat-
ing in the military.

“As per existing pro-
visions, 25 per cent of 
Agniveers are enrolled 
into the regular forces 
based on merit, while 
the remaining 75 per cent 
exit as disciplined and 

motivated youth,” Gen 
Subramani said.

“Under the new 
changes, this 75 per 
cent will be offered an 
additional engagement 
period of two years. Fol-
lowing the completion 
of this extended period, 
those who meet the 
selection criteria and 
wish to continue will be 
enrolled into the Armed 
Forces,” he said.

The Chief of Defence 
Staff (CDS) described the 
government’s decision as 
the opening of a “path-
way” for all Agniveers, 
ensuring almost all 
of them are going to 
be absorbed into the 
defence forces.

“Today is a very sig-
nificant day for the 
Indian defence forces 
and for our Agniveers,” 
he said.

Long-term 
structural 
reforms.

Rajnath Singh,  
Defence Minister 

CDS Gen N S Raja Subramani.
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z One in three adults 
in a rural Indian 
population has high BP.

CBI gets 8-day custody 
of Saurabh Chandrakar

‘Over Rs 965 cr earned 
through scrap disposal’

Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR: A special 
court in Chhattis-
garh capital Rai-
pur on Wednesday 
granted the Central 
Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) eight-day 
custody of Saurabh Chan-
drakar, the alleged king-
pin of the Rs 6,000-crore 

Mahadev online 
betting app scam.
Chandrakar, who 
was recently extra-
dited from Oman, 
was sent to a two-
day CBI transit 
remand on Monday 

as the agency wanted to 
bring him to Chhattisgarh 
for production before the 
trial court in the case.
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NEW DELHI:  Over Rs 965 
crore has been earned 
through scrap disposal 
during the recently con-
cluded special cleanliness 
campaign, the Centre said 
on Wednesday.

During the special cam-
paign 6, 276.8 lakh sq 
feet of space was freed as 

against 233.75 lakh square 
feet in the last campaign, 
it said. In a series of social 
media posts, the DARPG 
said the implementation 
phase of the campaign 
(October 2-31) has been 
successfully completed 
with remarkable collective 
efforts and active collabo-
ration from various minis-
tries and departments.

Mahadev app co-promoter 
Ravi Uppal arrested in UAE
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Ravi Uppal, 
co-promoter of the mul-
ti-crore Mahadev online 
betting app, has been 
arrested in the UAE, and 
India is moving to extra-
dite him, officials said on 
Wednesday.

The development 
comes after a CBI team 
brought back Uppal’s 
friend and another 
Mahadev app promoter, 
Saurabh Chandrakar, 
from Oman on Novem-
ber 1 after a court there 
allowed his extradition to 
India in a money launder-
ing case being probed by 
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED).

Authorities in Dubai 
arrested 46-year-old 
Uppal based on an Inter-
pol Red Notice issued 
against him by Indian 
probe agencies, the offi-
cials told PTI.

The Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) and 
the ED are working to 
extradite him to India, 
they said. Uppal was once 

detained by authorities 
in the UAE in 2023, but 
agencies later found that 
he was in Australia.

Probe agencies have 
claimed that Uppal 
obtained a passport from 
Vanuatu, an archipelagic 
country located in the 
South Pacific Ocean, just 
like Chandrakar.

It charge-sheeted 
Uppal in October 2023, 
stating that he “generated 
and enjoyed proceeds of 
crime and is involved in 
their concealment and 
layering”.

It alleged Uppal was 
“looking after the deliv-
ery of the liaisoning 
money to the bureaucrats 
and politicians of Chhat-
tisgarh through Chan-
drabhushan Verma, an 
assistant sub-inspector of 
police, and some others”.

Both Uppal and Chan-
drakar hail from Bhilai 
town in Durg district 
of Chhattisgarh. A spe-
cial court in Raipur on 
Wednesday granted 
eight-day custody of 
Chandrakar to the CBI.

NEWSLINE
AGARTALA

BSF jawans injured
At least three BSF per-

sonnel, including an assis-
tant commandant, were 
injured in an attack by 
a group of villagers over 
the detention of a person 
in Tripura’s Sepahijala 
district, prompting Chief 
Minister Manik Saha to 
condemn the incident and 
direct the police to take 
swift action. Nine people, 
including three women, 
were arrested in connec-
tion with the incident near 
Ashabari border outpost 
under the Kalamchoura 
Police Station limits on 
Monday, a senior offi-
cer said. “At least three 
BSF jawans, including an 
assistant commandant, 
were injured in the attack 
by angry villagers after 
one person was detained 
on suspicious smuggling 
activities at Ashabari on 
Monday. The mob van-
dalised a BSF vehicle 
and tried to snatch arms 
from the border guards,” 
Sepahijala Superintendent 
of Police Bijoy Debbarma 
said on Tuesday.
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Raipur Congress-INDIA alliance’s 
double standards pose 

democracy’s greatest threat.
Vishnu Deo Sai 
Chief Minister

CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Raipur, Thursday, November 05, 2026

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh is 
taking major steps to 
emerge as a prominent 
film shooting destina-
tion in the country, with 
the state government 
focusing on promoting 
film production, tour-
ism and employment 
generation. 

A high-level meeting 
chaired by Chief Sec-
retary Shri Vikassheel 
was held at Mahanadi 
Bhawan to explore mea-
sures for establishing 
the state as a preferred 
destination for filmmak-
ers from across India 
and abroad.

During the meeting, 

the Chief Secretary high-
lighted Chhattisgarh’s 
immense potential for 
filmmaking, citing its 
pristine natural beauty, 
rich cultural heritage 
and diverse tourist 
attractions. He directed 

officials to identify suit-
able and promising loca-
tions across the state 
and accelerate their 
development and pro-
motion as film shooting 
destinations. The meet-
ing also reviewed the 

existing film policy, with 
discussions focusing on 
making it more practi-
cal, effective and attrac-
tive for filmmakers. The 
proposed Chitrotpala 
Film City and its devel-
opment prospects were 
also discussed in detail. 
The government aims to 
simplify shooting proce-
dures and ensure trans-
parency to encourage 
more production houses 
to choose Chhattisgarh.

Vikassheel empha-

sized that increased 
film production would 
give a significant boost 
to tourism while creat-
ing direct and indirect 
employment opportu-
nities for local artists, 
technicians, youth and 
businesses, particularly 
in the hospitality sec-
tor. The meeting also 
discussed the proposed 
visit of NIFTEM and the 
expansion of techni-
cal infrastructure and 
training facilities in food 
processing. Senior offi-
cials, including Rajat 
Kumar, Amit Kataria, 
Dr. S. Bharatidasan, San-
jeetha Gupta and Akank-
sha Shiksha Khalkho, 
attended the meeting. 

Chhattisgarh to become the 
country’s new film hub

State aims to attract filmmakers and boost tourism.
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Election Commis-
sion removes con-
fusion over voter 
registration

RAIPUR: In a major clar-
ification for voters, the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has stated 
that even previously 
registered voters whose 
names are missing from 
the draft electoral roll 
during the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) can 

submit Form-6 to get 
their names included in 
the final voter list. The 
Commission has assured 
that no punitive or legal 
action will be initiated 
against them merely for 
submitting the form.
The clarification comes 
after the Commission 
observed that several vot-
ers were hesitant to fill 
out Form-6 because its 
declaration states that the 
applicant is seeking inclu-
sion in the electoral roll 
for the first time. They 
feared that making such 
a declaration despite 

having been registered 
earlier could attract 
action under Section 31 
of the Representation 
of the People Act, 1950. 
The ECI has clarified that 
such apprehensions are 
unfounded and that eligi-

ble applicants can submit 
Form-6 without fear. It 
also referred to the Delhi 
High Court’s October 14, 
2026, order in the case of 
Nilotpal Dutta and others 
versus the Election Com-
mission of India, which 
supported this position. 
The Commission has 
directed Electoral Reg-
istration Officers (EROs) 

not to initiate action 
under Section 31 solely 
because an applicant’s 
name appeared in an ear-
lier voter list. However, 
applicants must ensure 
that their names are not 
already registered in 
another parliamentary 
or assembly constituency 
and fulfil the prescribed 
eligibility requirements. 
The Chief Electoral Offi-
cer, Chhattisgarh, has 
appealed to citizens to 
check the draft electoral 
roll and submit Form-6 
promptly if their names 
are missing.

|  SUBMIT FORM-6 | 

Election Commission allows old voters to reapply through Form-6

RAIPUR: Anopchand Tilokchand 
Jewellers Pvt. Ltd. has unveiled an 
exclusive collection of gold, dia-
mond, Polki and bridal jewellery for 
Dhanteras, combining traditional 
craftsmanship with contemporary 
designs. With the festive and wedding 
seasons approaching, the showroom 
is witnessing interest in traditional 
ornaments, lightweight jewellery and 
premium diamond collections. The 
collection features pink diamond and 
yellow sapphire (Pukhraj) necklace 
sets, diamond-emerald designs, bridal 
Polki jewellery, bangles, earrings, 
rings and pendants. Lightweight gold 
and diamond jewellery have also 
been introduced to cater to customers 
looking for everyday wear and gifting 
options. Chairman Tilokchand Bardia 
said, “Dhanteras is a significant festi-
val in Indian culture, and purchasing 

gold and jewellery symbolises family 
happiness, prosperity and faith in the 
future. Customer trust is our great-
est asset. We have curated a special 
collection focusing on purity, qual-
ity, craftsmanship and designs for 
different age groups and budgets.” 
Director Nitin Bardia said, “Custom-
ers today are exploring traditional 
gold jewellery, lightweight designs 
and everyday-wear ornaments. With 
the wedding season approaching, 
bridal jewellery is also witnessing 
strong demand. Our collection caters 
to different preferences, occasions 
and budgets.” Director Nikesh Bardia 
said, “Jewellery today reflects per-
sonal taste and style. Our exclusive 
diamond collection offers unique 
designs, along with customised jewel-
lery services to suit individual prefer-
ences and budgets.”

RAIPUR: The Nimora branch of Union 
Bank of India organised a special 
financial inclusion and financial lit-
eracy programme to promote bank-
ing awareness and expand access 
to financial services in rural and 
semi-urban areas. The programme 
was held under the guidance of 
Randhir Kumar, Regional Manager, 
Union Bank of India, Raipur. Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) General Manager 
Manish Parashar attended as the chief 
guest and highlighted the importance 
of financial literacy, Re-KYC, Central 
KYC (CKYC) and secure digital bank-
ing. Addressing villagers, Parashar 
stressed the need for caution while 
using mobile banking, UPI and inter-

net banking. He advised customers 
not to share their PINs, OTPs or per-
sonal banking details with anyone 
to prevent financial fraud. He also 
explained the importance of complet-
ing Re-KYC on time and the benefits of 
CKYC in avoiding repeated documen-
tation across banks and other finan-
cial institutions. Regional Manager, 
Randhir Kumar encouraged farmers, 
women and small entrepreneurs to 
avail themselves of banking facilities, 
including Kisan Credit Card (KCC) and 
Mudra loans. He also highlighted gov-
ernment social security schemes such 
as Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima 
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti 
Bima Yojana and Atal Pension Yojana. 

RAIPUR: Students of NH Goel World 
School have brought laurels to Raipur 
by winning the national-level business 
pitching competition ‘Future Founders 
Challenge’, organised by the Univer-
sity of Petroleum and Energy Studies 
(UPES), Dehradun, under its Runway 
Incubator initiative. The school’s team, 
‘Aqua Loop’, comprising Aditya Saha, 
Chief Advisor and Chief Technology 
Officer (CTO), and Manveer Bhasin, 
Founder and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO), emerged as the overall winner 
among approximately 800 participat-
ing teams from across the country. The 
team was mentored by Sakshi Kahar. 
After successfully clearing several com-
petitive rounds, Aqua Loop secured 

a place among the top 30 teams and 
subsequently the top 10 before claim-
ing the national title. The winning 
team received a cash prize of Rs 1.5 
lakh. Additionally, one of the judges 
and investors placed a pre-order for 
50 units of its product. The team also 
attracted investor interest and received 
free membership and registration to 
the UPES-powered Runway Incubator. 

Anopchand Tilokchand unveils exclusive 
Jewellery collection for Dhanteras

Union Bank organises Financial  
Literacy Programme at Nimora

NH Goel World School students win  
National Startup Pitching contest

EXCLUSIVE JEWELLERY COLLECTION

FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAMME

NATIONAL STARTUP PITCHING CONTEST
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MSME Chaupal 
promotes aware-
ness of government 
support schemes.

RAIPUR: An MSME Chau-
pal was organised in 
Raipur on November 
3 under the Centre’s 
Raising and Accelerat-
ing MSME Performance 
(RAMP) Scheme to con-
nect entrepreneurs with 
government schemes, 
financial assistance and 
market opportunities. 
The programme aimed to 
create awareness about 
central and Chhattisgarh 
government initiatives for 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs). 
Abhinav Prakash Satya-
vanshi, DICCI Chhattis-
garh State President, 
welcomed the partici-
pants and moderated the 

discussions. The expert 
panel included Anand 
Vardhan of SPIU Chhattis-
garh RAMP, CSIDC; San-
tosh Rao More, Deputy 
General Manager, SIDBI; 
P.K. Nimonkar, former 
State Head, CITCON; and 
Yamini Ogare, Assistant 
Director, Directorate of 
Industries, Chhattisgarh. 
The discussions cov-
ered five major areas: 
business establishment 
and Udyam registration, 
financial assistance and 
timely payments, mar-
ket access, promotion of 
women entrepreneurs, 
and environmentally 
sustainable businesses. 

Experts highlighted the 
importance of Udyam reg-
istration for accessing gov-
ernment incentives and 
benefits under the state’s 
Industrial Policy. They 
also explained bank loan 
procedures, documen-
tation requirements and 
credit guarantee facilities 
under CGTMSE. Solutions 
for delayed payments 
through TReDS and the 
MSME Samadhaan Portal 
were discussed. 

|  R A M P  M S M E  C H A U P A L  |

RAMP MSME Chaupal connects 
entrepreneurs with schemes, credit
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RAIPUR: BJP state spokes-
person CA Amit Chimnani 
alleged that the Congress 
was unable to digest the 
BJP government’s decision 
to pay farmers Rs 3,100 
per quintal for paddy and 
provide monthly financial 
assistance of Rs 1,000 to 
women under the Mahtari 
Vandan Yojana. Reacting 
to the Congress’s criticism, 
Chimnani said that the BJP 
government had trans-
ferred Rs 1.5 lakh crore into 
farmers’ bank accounts in 
less than three years. Simi-
larly, more than Rs 20,000 
crore had been credited to 
women’s accounts under 
the Mahtari Vandan Yojana 
without delay. He said 
over 20 lakh people were 
being provided houses 
under the Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana. The govern-
ment had also allocated 

its largest-ever infrastruc-
ture budget, including Rs 
9,000 crore for road devel-
opment in a single year. 
Targeting the Congress, 
Chimnani alleged that the 
previous government had 
accumulated debt through 
corruption and was now 
presenting misleading 
figures to oppose welfare 
expenditure. Clarifying the 
state’s financial position, 
he said the government 
had taken a net loan of 
only Rs 49,279 crore in the 
past three years, within 
the 3 per cent GSDP bor-
rowing limit prescribed 
under the FRBM Act. 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The 117-year-old 
Pendravan Reservoir in 
Bangoli village of Tilda 
tehsil is facing a potential 
threat following the renewal 
of permission for UltraTech 
Cement Company’s pro-
posed limestone mining 
project in its catchment 
area. The Pendravan Res-
ervoir Bachao Kisan Sang-
harsh Samiti has strongly 
opposed the decision, 
demanding immediate 
cancellation of the mining 

permission and the entire 
project. According to the 
committee, the reservoir 
provides irrigation to 2,440 
hectares of agricultural land 
belonging to around 3,440 
farmers across 11 villages. It 
also supports fish farming, 
groundwater recharge and 
the water requirements of 
nearby communities, par-
ticularly during summer.
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RAIPUR: Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai on 
Wednesday thanked the 
CBI and central agen-
cies for bringing Saurabh 
Chandrakar, the main 
accused in the Maha-
dev online betting app 
case, back to India from 
Oman. He said the CBI’s 
interrogation would help 
uncover the involvement 
of others in the alleged 
betting network and 
ensure that those found 

guilty are punished.
Meanwhile, Saurabh 
Chandrakar was pro-
duced before a special 
CBI court in Raipur on 
Wednesday. The agency 
had sought 10 days of 
police custody for ques-
tioning. After hearing 
arguments from both 

sides, Special Judge 
Manoj Kumar Singh Tha-
kur granted eight days 
of CBI remand. He will 
be produced before the 
court again on Novem-
ber 12. The court also 
permitted the CBI to take 
Chandrakar to Delhi for 
interrogation at its head-
quarters due to security 
concerns. The question-
ing will be conducted 
under CCTV surveillance. 
He has also been allowed 
to meet his lawyer in the 
evening. 

BJP hits back  
at Congress over 
welfare spending

Farmers oppose 
UltraTech mining

Those involved in Mahadev Betting 
Scam will face punishment: Sai

RAIPUR: Pranavanand Academy, VIP 
Road, celebrated a vibrant Diwali fes-
tival with grandparents in its pre-pri-
mary section on November 3, bringing 
together children and their elders in a 
spirit of joy and togetherness. The pro-
gramme commenced with the ceremo-
nial lighting of the lamp by Principal Dr 
Niti Singh Yaduvanshi, Vice-Principal 
Mahesh Thakre, Secretary-cum-Rector 
Dr Arunav Maharaj, Manager Maha-
dev Mahato, Mentor Sunanda Dhangar 
and the grandparents. The celebra-
tion aimed to familiarise children with 

Indian culture and family traditions 
while fostering love and respect for 
elders. Young students participated 
enthusiastically in activities alongside 
their grandparents, including rangoli-
making, lighting sparklers and decorat-
ing earthen lamps.

Pranavanand Academy celebrates  
Diwali with grandparents

GENERATIONAL BOND

FACTFILE

z Focus on credit, 
markets and growth.

FACTFILE

z No legal action 
for eligible Form-6 
applicants.

FACTFILE

z Film City to unlock 
tourism, employment 
opportunities
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Raipur News
SAGES recruitment exam 
answer sheets on Nov 5
Central Chronicle News

Candidates can 
submit objections 
until November 8; 
28,535 appeared in 
CBT Examination

RAIPUR: The response 
sheets for the comput-
er-based test (CBT) con-
ducted for the recruit-
ment of 1,812 contractual 
positions across 26 sub-
jects in Swami Atmanand 
Government English 
Medium Schools (SAGES) 
in Chhattisgarh will be 
released on November 5, 
2026. 

Candidates will be 
able to submit online 
objections to the provi-
sional answer key until 
November 8. According 

to an official notification 
issued by the Directorate 
of Public Instruction, the 
recruitment examination 
was conducted in multi-
ple shifts from October 
31 to November 4, 2026. 
A total of 34,604 candi-
dates registered for the 
examination, of whom 
28,535 appeared, record-
ing an overall attendance 
of 82.46 per cent.

The response sheets 
for all subjects will be 
uploaded to the School 
Education Department’s 
official website, http://
eduportal.cg.nic.in, by 
12 noon on November 
5. Candidates can log 
in using their respec-
tive login IDs to view 
their responses and 
compare them with the  
official answer key. 
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RAIPUR: Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai on 
Wednesday announced 
that the Chhattisgarh 
government is preparing 
to collaborate with the 
Indian Institute of Sci-
ence (IISc), Bengaluru, 
to establish the state as 
a leading national hub 
for scientific research, 
advanced education, and 
healthcare technology. 
The initiative places par-
ticular focus on extend-
ing top-tier scientific 
education and technical 
training to the youth 
residing in tribal and 
remote pockets, includ-
ing Bastar and Surguja. 

Addressing a high-
level review meeting held 
at his official residence 
with IISc Director Prof. G. 
Rangarajan, senior scien-
tists, and top administra-
tive officials, CM Sai out-
lined the government’s 
vision to integrate Chhat-
tisgarh’s mineral wealth, 
industrial base, and tal-
ented human resources 
with cutting-edge scien-
tific innovation. During 
the session, detailed 
deliberations took place 

regarding three major 
proposed collaborative 
projects between the 
state government and 
IISc: setting up a world-
class Material Charac-
terisation and Testing 
Facility, establishing a 
dedicated four-year inte-
grated BSc-B.Ed teacher 
training institute, and 
adopting a hub-and-net-
work model to leverage 
the IISc Medical School’s 
expertise for clin-
ical research, 
affordable health-
care technologies, 
and digital health.

CM Sai directed 
departmental sec-
retaries to assess 
the technical, 
financial, and insti-
tutional feasibility 
of the proposals 
and formulate a 

concrete, time-bound 
action plan. Emphasising 
inclusive reach, the Chief 
Minister said that world-
class scientific facilities 
must not stay confined 
to metropolitan hubs. 
Talented youth in Bas-
tar, Surguja, and rural 

regions must receive 
direct access to advanced 
laboratories, internships 
in emerging sectors such 
as semiconductors, arti-
ficial intelligence (AI), 
and biotechnology, and 
mentorship from premier 
institutions.

CG to partner with IISc to 
boost scientific research

CM outlined the government’s vision to integrate mineral wealth, industrial base 
and talented human resources with cutting-edge scientific innovation.

KEY PROPOSALS AT A GLANCE:

Material Characterisation & Testing Facility: Pro-
posed cutting-edge testing and R&D centre equipped 
with advanced microscopy, X-ray analysis, high-
temperature testing, nanotechnology, and AI-driven 
materials research. It aims to support domestic steel, 
mining, defence, and electronics sectors, featuring res-
idential training capacity for 600 scholars to train 1,800 
students over three years.

Designed under the National Education Policy (NEP) 
with academic guidance from IISc to train high-calibre 
mathematics and science educators. The campus envi-
sions 14 state-of-the-art laboratories, residential quar-
ters for 600 students, modern digital classrooms, and a 
25-member permanent faculty body.

HERITAGE WALK

RMC organises 
zero-waste 
heritage walk
RAIPUR: The Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 
organised a special her-
itage walk titled ‘Walk 
with a Cause’, combining 
awareness of the city’s 
rich historical and cultural 
heritage with the message 
of cleanliness and envi-
ronmental protection.

NEWSLINESeva Setu 
operators 
trained on 
new services
RAIPUR: An online train-
ing programme was con-
ducted today for Seva Setu 
operators to familiarise 
them with four newly 
introduced services on 
the Seva Setu Portal. The 
initiative aims to make 
government services more 
accessible, convenient and 
transparent for citizens 
through a simplified dig-
ital platform. During the 
training session, operators 
received detailed guidance 
on the application proce-
dures for an Economically 
Weaker Section (EWS) Cer-
tificate, Ordinary Gazette 
Notification for Name 
Change, Transfer Certifi-
cate, and Trade Licence. 
The session covered the 
documents required for 
each service, the correct 
way to enter applicant 
details, and the step-by-
step process of submit-
ting applications through  
the online portal.

NIT partners with Bajaj 
Auto Foundation to set 

up flagship ‘BEST’ Centre

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The National 
Institute of Technol-
ogy (NIT) Raipur has 
signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Bajaj Auto 
Foundation (BAF), 
the CSR arm of Bajaj 
Auto Ltd., to establish 
a state-of-the-art Bajaj 
Engineering Skills 
Training (BEST) Cen-
tre on the institute’s 
campus. Set up within 
the Department of 
Electronics and Com-
munication Engineer-
ing (ECE), this pub-
lic-private partnership 
aims to bridge the gap 
between academic 
theory and evolving 
industry demands. 
Supported by a sub-
stantial CSR invest-
ment from BAF, the 
centre will feature 

industry-grade equip-
ment and advanced 
laboratory infrastruc-
ture, providing engi-
neering graduates 
with hands-on techni-
cal training.

Integrated with 
the B.Tech ECE cur-
riculum, the facility 
will specialise in Elec-
tronics Manufactur-
ing Services (EMS), 
focusing on Surface 
Mount Technology 
(SMT), printed circuit 
board (PCB) assem-
bly line management, 
precision electron-
ics prototyping, and 
semiconductor pack-
aging processes. The 
MoU was signed in the 
presence of Prof. N. V. 
Ramana Rao, Director, 
NIT Raipur, along-
side Registrar Ashok 
Kumar Gupta, deans, 
and senior faculty.

Be visible from office to field: 
Deputy CM to PWD Engineers

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Deputy Chief 
Minister and Public 
Works Department 
(PWD) Minister Arun 
Sao on Wednesday 
called upon depart-
mental engineers to 
maintain active pres-
ence and oversight 
from the office desk 
to the project site. 
Addressing engineers 
across the state during 
the inauguration of 

‘Nirman Manthan’—a 
one-day state-level 
quality control work-
shop organised by the 
Public Works Depart-
ment at Pt. Deendayal 
Upadhyay Auditorium 
in Raipur—the Deputy 
Chief Minister termed 
engineers the prime 
architects of a ‘Viksit 
Chhattisgarh’ (Devel-
oped Chhattisgarh).

Highlighting the 
pivotal role of the 
department, Sao said 
that the PWD func-
tions as the primary 
growth engine of 
the state. He noted 
that over the past 26 
years since the for-
mation of Chhattis-
garh, the department 
has led infrastructure  
transformation.

Candidates who disagree with any answer in the 
provisional answer key can submit their objections 
online from 12 noon on November 5 until 12 noon on 
November 8, 2026, through the School Education  
Department’s official portal.

OBITUARY

Ramavatar Agrawal
RAIPUR: Rama-
vatar Agrawal 
(Bargarhwale), 
R/o Nagar 
Nigam Colony, 
Samta Colony, 
Raipur, breathed his last 
here on Wednesday. He was 
82. The final journey will 
leave from his resdience at 
56, Nagar Nigam Colony, 
Agrasen Chowk, Samta Col-
ony, to Marwari cremato-
rium at 10:30 am on Nov 5.



Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Following a suc-
cessful appeal by the 
state, the Durg Sessions 
Court overturned an 
earlier acquittal and con-
victed two individuals 
for illegal liquor trans-
portation under Section 
34(2) of the Chhattisgarh 
Excise Act, 1915.

The accused, Lakhan 
Bhaisa and Mamta 
Dhamgaye from Gad-
chiroli, Maharashtra, 
were previously acquit-
ted on July 31, 2025, by 
the Judicial Magistrate 
First Class, Durg. Chal-

lenging the decision, the 
prosecution presented 
comprehensive evi-
dence, including foren-
sic analysis reports, sei-
zure memos, and details 
of the intercepted vehi-
cle (CG-08-AU-0756).

Re-evaluating the 
findings, the appellate 

court found both guilty, 
awarding each two years 
of rigorous imprison-
ment and a Rs 25,000 
fine, with an additional 
six months’ imprison-
ment in default of pay-
ment. The court also 
ordered the confiscation 
of the seized vehicle.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Continuing its 
12-year tradition of ser-
vice and social responsi-
bility, the Donate Thoda 
Sa Group celebrated 
“Khushiyon Ki Diwali 
2026” with great enthu-
siasm, bringing festive 
cheer to more than 500 
underprivileged chil-
dren and senior citizens. 
Extending beyond Durg, 
the humanitarian ini-

tiative was conducted 
across four other cities. 
As part of the festivities, 
the group distributed 

specially curated Diwali 
kits containing new 
clothes, sweets, crackers, 
rangoli colours, diyas, 

and stationery. Children 
actively took part in cul-
tural dances and enjoyed 
street-food treats along-
side festive meals. Led 
by Group President Abhi-
jeet Parakh, along with 
dedicated volunteers 
and donors, the group 
emphasized that true 
celebration lies in com-
munity togetherness and 
ensuring festive happi-
ness reaches every sec-
tion of society.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Hard work paired 
with timely financial sup-
port has transformed the 
life of Veena Sahu, a res-
ident of Patora village in 
Patan block. After join-
ing the Narmada Mata 
Self-Help Group under 
the Chhattisgarh State 
Rural Livelihood Mission 
(BIHAN) in 2019, Sahu 
embraced self-employ-
ment by establishing a 

local medical store. To 
expand her enterprise, 
she utilized Rs 15,000 
from a revolving fund, Rs 

60,000 from the commu-
nity investment fund, and 
secured a Rs 1.50 lakh bank 
loan to procure essential 
pharmaceuticals. Today, 
her thriving pharmacy 
provides villagers with  
accessible medicines while 
generating an annual 
income of approximately 
Rs 2.50 lakh. Her entre-
preneurial journey stands 
as an inspiring model 
of self-reliance for rural 
women across the region.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Bharti Vishwavidy-
alaya, Durg, marked the 
anniversary of Chhattis-
garh State’s formation with 
vibrant events celebrating 
youth talent, entrepre-
neurship, and community 
outreach. The celebra-
tions began with a spirited 
Food Fest, where students 
displayed their culinary 
and entrepreneurial skills 
across diverse food stalls. 
Vishesh Tamrakar secured 

first prize, followed by run-
ner-up teams. Continuing 
the festivities, fourth-year 
students from Bhartiya 

College of Agriculture 
conducted an agricultural 
awareness drive at Gov-
ernment Middle School, 

Konari, teaching school-
children about organic 
farming, crop identifica-
tion, and modern agricul-
tural practices. The grand 
finale featured cultural 
festivities, illuminating 
the campus with lamps 
and decorations. Attend-
ees, including Chancellor 
Sushil Chandrakar and 
Vice-Chancellor Dr. Alok 
Bhatt, enjoyed competi-
tive student performances 
in dance, singing, lamp 
arrangement, and crafts.

Farmers demand alternate 
road along Tandula 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: At the public griev-
ance redressal program 
‘Jandarshan’ held at the 
Durg District Collectorate, 
Joint Collector Rahul Kumar 
Rajak reviewed 61 public 
applications addressing 
land demarcations, housing 
schemes, encroachment, 
and financial assistance. 
Key among the petitions, 
farmers from Vinayakpur 
village urged the admin-
istration to construct an 
alternate access road along 
the Tandula River Bridge 
on the Anda-Nikum route. 
They stated that the exces-
sive bridge height and nar-

row pathway hinder loaded 
tractor-trolleys, posing 
severe accident risks. The 
Joint Collector directed 
SDM Durg to coordinate 
with construction agencies 
for prompt action. Addi-
tionally, a farmer from 
Dhaurabhatha reported 
that land acquisition for the 
Kharsia-Naya Raipur-Par-
malkasa railway line split 
his agricultural plot, ren-
dering two acres inacces-
sible due to an adjacent 
drain. He requested author-
ities to widen the proposed 
railway bridge for agricul-
tural machinery or acquire 
the severed two acres with 
adequate compensation. 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: In an intensified 
campaign against public 
gambling, Durg Police 
conducted targeted raids 
across Nandini, Dham-
dha, and Utai police 
station jurisdictions on 
November 3 and 4, arrest-
ing 18 individuals. 

Officers recovered Rs 
17,950 in cash along with 
208 playing cards across 
four separate cases regis-
tered under Section 3(2) 
of the Chhattisgarh Gam-
bling Prohibition Act. 
Raids took place behind 
a government school 

in Kodia village under 
Nandini police station, 
near a stone quarry in 
Rajpur under Dhamdha, 
and at two locations in 
Utai—beneath the Patora 
water tank and along the 
Idra canal. 

The suspects had 
assembled at these public 
spots to place monetary 

bets using playing cards 
before special police 
teams caught them red-
handed. Durg Police 
stated that surveillance 
against unauthorized 
gambling and betting syn-
dicates will remain rig-
orous, urging citizens to 
report any illegal public 
wagering promptly.

|   P O L I C E  R A I D  | | LIQUOR SMUGGLING  | 

|   B H A RT I  V I S H WAV I DYA L AYA  |

Crack down on public gambling, 18 arrested Durg Sessions Court overturns acquittal 

‘Donate Thoda Sa’ group spreads festive joy BIHAN scheme empowers Veena Sahu 

Chhattisgarh state foundation day celebrated 

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Following an inter-
vention by Chhattisgarh 
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo 
Sai, the Bhilai Steel Plant 
(BSP) management has 
significantly revised and 
reduced housing rents for 
township residents, offer-
ing major financial relief 
to nearly 4,000 families. 
Under an order issued by 
the BSP Town Services 
Department, a uniform 

monthly rent of Rs 6 per 
square foot has been insti-
tuted for both the Retention 
Scheme and third-party 

category accommodations. 
The decision directly ben-
efits 3,946 allottees—com-
prising 1,158 units under 

retention and 2,788 under 
third-party allotment. The 
revision brings immense 
relief to retired employees 
living on fixed pensions. 
For the retention category, 
rent drops by 75 per cent 
from Rs 24 to Rs 6 per 
square foot. Consequently, 
a 500-square-foot house 
that previously cost Rs 
12,000 per month will now 
cost Rs 3,000, saving fam-
ilies Rs 1.08 lakh annually. 
Third-party category rents 

have also been reduced by 
25 per cent, down from Rs 
8 to Rs 6 per square foot. 
The order allows for retro-
spective calculation, with 
procedures to adjust excess 
payments made previously. 
Following the announce-
ment, representatives of the 
Retired Personnel Welfare 
Association and Third Party 
Welfare Association met 
CM Sai in Raipur to express 
their gratitude for resolving 
the long-standing issue.

 | MAJOR RELIEF   | 

CM intervenes to slash BSP house rents by up to 75%

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Ahead of the 
Diwali festival rush, the 
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral and Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (DIG/
SSP) of Durg convened a 
high-level coordination 
meeting with all traffic 
officers at the Sector-06 
Police Control Room on 
November 4, 2026. 

The meeting estab-
lished critical operational 
guidelines to streamline 
market traffic, eliminate 
congestion, and ensure 
smooth transit for citi-
zens during peak festive 
shopping.

Zone officers were 
directed to collaborate 
with local merchant 
associations to designate 
adequate parking spaces, 
deploy parking guards, 

and set up barricades. 
Strict action will be taken 
against vehicles parked 
in designated no-parking 
zones, drunk drivers, and 
heavy vehicles entering 

restricted areas. 
Violators obstructing 

traffic or parking unlaw-
fully along national 
highways and major cor-
ridors will face prosecu-
tion under Section 285 of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS).

To facilitate orderly 
vehicular movement, 
detailed arrangements 
have been finalized 
across key commercial 
hubs. Starting November 
5, four-wheelers, e-rick-
shaws, and auto-rick-
shaws will be barred 
from core market lanes 
in Indira Market, with 
specific one-way loops 

and five key diversion 
points enforced. 

Dedicated parking 
zones for two-wheel-
ers and cars have been 
demarcated at promi-
nent grounds, including 
Lal Maidan, Mahatma 
Gandhi School, and 
municipal plots across 
Bhilai and Durg.

Police issue comprehensive 
traffic mgmt plan for Diwali 

DIG and SSP Durg directs strict enforcement against illegal parking,  
drunk driving, and unauthorized heavy vehicle entry.

FASTFACTS

z Comprehensive one-
way routes, diversions, 
and dedicated parking 
zones established across 
Indira Market, Akash 
Ganga, Jawahar Market, 
and Samriddhi Market.

Police nab 
vehicle thief
BHILAI: The Smriti 
Nagar police out-
post under Supela 
police station cracked 
a two-wheeler theft 
case within 48 hours, 
arresting a 20-year-old 
accused and recovering 
a stolen Honda Activa 
5G. Following a com-
plaint by complainant 
Manish Vaishnav 
regarding the theft of 
his scooter (CG 07 BU 
1462) from his house 
in Arya Nagar, Kohka, 
on the night of Novem-
ber 2, police registered 
a case under Section 
303(2) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). 

DURG MAYOR

BMC

FIRECRACKER STALLS

Markets 
inspected ahead 
of Diwali

Commissioner 
orders 
overhaul

Safety 
guidelines 
issued

BHILAI: To ensure smooth 
traffic and organized com-
merce ahead of Diwali 
and Chhath festivals, Durg 
Mayor Alka Baghmar and 
Municipal Commissioner 
Leena Kosam conducted a 
two-hour on-foot inspection 
across major market hubs 
on Wednesday. The offi-
cials toured key commercial 
areas, including Indira Mar-
ket, the Old Bus Stand, and 
Nibbu Line, assessing ven-
dor encroachment and con-
gestion. To prevent traffic 
bottlenecks, the civic body 
demarcated 8×8-foot lime 
markings outside store-
fronts, directing vendors 
and hawkers to operate 
strictly within limits. 

BHILAI: In a move to bol-
ster citizen safety and 
ease nighttime transit, 
Bhilai Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner 
Suruchi Singh chaired a 
review meeting with civic 
officials on Wednesday to 
revamp the city’s light-
ing network. Prioritizing 
major thoroughfares, 
intersections, residen-
tial lanes, and bustling 
commercial markets, the 
Commissioner directed 
teams to immediately 
identify and repair non-
functional streetlights 
and install new units 
where required. Review-
ing grievances registered 
through the CM Helpline 
portal and Jandarshan.

BHILAI: Ahead of Diwali, 
the Durg district admin-
istration and police con-
vened a joint meeting 
with firecracker traders 
at the Collectorate Audi-
torium on November 3, 
2026, to enforce com-
prehensive safety mea-
sures. Officials mandated 
that only licensed ven-
dors operate, requiring 
prominent permit dis-
plays. Stalls must main-
tain adequate spacing 
and be equipped with 
water, sand buckets, and 
fire extinguishers, with 
inflammable materials 
strictly barred nearby. 

PENDING CASE

Three produced 
before court
BHILAI: In an ongoing inves-
tigation into a 2024 fraud 
case, Bhilai Nagar police 
executed legal proceed-
ings against three named 
accused and presented 
them before the court. The 
case was registered under 
Crime No. 48/2024 under 
Section 420 of the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC). Following 
procedure, police served 
notices under Section 35(3) 
of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS) to 
Rahul Singh (37), Mukesh 
Kumar Sharma (38), and 
Kanwaljit Chelak (33), all 
residents of Supela. After 
recording the complain-
ant’s statement and inter-
rogating the accused, police 
gathered relevant evidence 
and produced them before 
the court. 

Absconding warrantees 
arrested in special drive 
BHILAI: In a targeted oper-
ation to enforce pending 
judicial orders, Smriti 
Nagar police outpost 
under Supela police station 
arrested three absconding 
offenders wanted under 
various court warrants and 
produced them before the 
respective judicial mag-
istrates on November 4, 
2026. Acting on technical 
surveillance and tip-offs 
from informers, police 

conducted raids across 
suspected hideouts. The 
apprehended individu-
als include Chetan Jan-
gel (45) of Arya Nagar, 
Kohka, executed under 
a levy warrant, and Vijay 
Bhaskar (43) of Vidya 
Vihar, Nehru Nagar  
West, arrested under 
a warrant for offences 
under Sections 415 and 
430 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). 
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“Strengthening the city’s 
lighting network for citizen 

convenience, safety, and 
smooth transit remains the 
corporation’s top priority.”

Suruchi Singh   
(BMC, Commissioner)

SSP addressing the officers. 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The Science Club 
of Maitri Vidya Niketan, 
Risali, Bhilai, hosted an Inter-
School Seminar Presenta-
tion Competition themed 
“Science@2047 – The World 
We Are Building Today.” 
The event brought together 
28 students across 14 teams 
from Classes IX to XII, who 
delivered PowerPoint pre-
sentations exploring artificial 
intelligence, sustainability, 
and technological innova-

tion to shape India’s future. 
Graced by Principal Dr. 
Sajitha Thambi, Director S. 
Sajeev, and Vice Principal 
Dr. Beena Sajeev, the ses-
sion was evaluated by expert 
judges from prominent aca-
demic institutions. Following 
engaging presentations that 

highlighted research and sci-
entific temperament, P. Sow-
mitra of Milestone Academy 
clinched the first position. 
Sonakshi Choubey of Maitri 
Vidya Niketan secured sec-
ond place, while Akul Haldar 
of Sri Shankara Vidyalaya, 
Sector 10, claimed third. 

|   M A I T R I  V I DYA  N I K E TA N  |

Inter-school science seminar held 
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“Quockerwodger-A political 
puppet; a person who is 

controlled by someone else and 
acts on their instructions.”   

Shashi Tharoor  
Congress Leader    

Press Trust Of India

BERHAMPUR: Around 40 
students from five gov-
ernment-run Industrial 
Training Institutes (ITIs) 
and a state-run engineer-
ing school have joined the 
post-cyclone restoration 
efforts in Odisha’s Gan-
jam district by providing 
free repair services. Their 
primary focus is Aska, the 
worst-affected town fol-
lowing cyclone Arnab and 
subsequent flooding.

The students, pursuing 
electrical, electronics and 
plumbing trades at ITIs in 
Berhampur, Sheragada, 
Purushottampur, Hinjili-
cut and Chhatrapur, along 

with UCP Engineering 
School, have been work-
ing since Monday. Divided 
into six teams, they are 
repairing damaged elec-
trical appliances, motor 
pumps, air conditioners 

and water supply sys-
tems in households and 
government establish-
ments. They have already 
restored damaged elec-
trical equipment at Aska 
Sub-Divisional Hospital, 

which was submerged 
in floodwaters. On Tues-
day, the teams extended 
their services to several 
households, undertaking 
electrical and plumb-
ing repairs. According 

to District Skill Develop-
ment and Employment 
Officer Arpita Priyadar-
shibi, the initiative aims 
to help affected families 
restore essential services 
and return to normal 
life. The work is being 
conducted under the 
supervision of the dis-
trict administration, with 
an individual supervisor  
assigned to each team.

ITI students provide free 
repair services for gadgets 
After the devastating effects of cyclone Arnab in Odisha’s Ganjam district, students 

from five ITIs have stepped forward to provide repair services.

|  R E S C U E  O P E R A T I O N S  S T R A N D E D  |

Press Trust Of India

GUWAHATI: The prime 
accused in the Guwa-
hati hotel firing incident, 
which claimed five lives, 
was killed in police fir-
ing in Assam’s Sivasagar 
district early Wednesday 
while allegedly attempt-
ing to escape from cus-
tody, a senior police offi-
cer said. The deceased, 
identified as Ghanakanta 
Gogoi (34), was being 
taken to Sivasagar in con-
nection with a separate 
bank fraud case when 
the incident occurred at 

Gaurisagar around 3.10 
am, Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Papori 
Chetia said. According to 
police, Gogoi attempted 
to snatch the service 
weapon of the investi-
gating officer when he 
stepped out of the police 
vehicle. A scuffle fol-

lowed, leaving the offi-
cer seriously injured. 
To protect the officer, a 
personal security officer 
attached to the Sivasagar 
Sadar Police Station fired 
at Gogoi. He sustained 
a bullet injury near his 
heart and was declared 
dead at a hospital. 

Prime accused in Guwahati hotel 
firing killed in police firing

12 arrested 
for theft in 15 
jewellery shops
BHUBANESWAR:  Odisha 
Police has busted an 
alleged burglary racket 
with the arrest of 12 per-
sons and the recovery of 
around 500 grams of gold 
and 11 kg of silver orna-
ments, a senior police 
officer said on Wednesday. 
The accused, compris-
ing eight persons from 
Khurda, three from Gan-
jam and one from Puri 
district, were arrested 
on Tuesday and subse-
quently forwarded to 
court.  investigation into a 
jewellery shop burglary in 
the Banapur police station 
area of Khurda district. 

Rescue operations called off at 
Odisha landslide at Gidipabali
Press Trust Of India

Bhubaneswar/Phul -
bani: The multi-agency 
search and rescue opera-
tion at landslide-hit Gidi-
pabali village in south 
Odisha’s Kandhamal 
district was temporarily 
suspended on Wednes-
day due to bad weather 
and difficult terrain. 
Meanwhile, families of 
10 missing persons have 
requested the admin-
istration to help them 
perform the final ritu-
als, a senior official said. 
Kandhamal District Col-
lector Vedbhusan said 
the decision was taken 
after experts assessed 
that the missing per-
sons, if buried under the 
debris, could be trapped 
beneath nearly 30 feet 

of rocks and soil. Succes-
sive landslides have made 
the operation extremely 
dangerous, while further 
controlled blasting could 
trigger fresh landslides 
and endanger rescue 
personnel. The collector, 
along with Ganjam Dis-
trict Collector V Keerthi 
Vasan, met the affected 
families at a shelter 

camp and discussed the 
situation. He said the 
administration would 
make one final attempt 
to resume the search 
once weather conditions 
remain favourable for a 
couple of days.The rescue 
operation began on Fri-
day following a massive 
landslide triggered by 
heavy rainfall associated 
with Cyclone Arnab. The 
government deployed 
multiple agencies, 
including the National 
Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF), railway 
teams, dog squads, IIT 
experts and specialised  
life-detection equipment. 
G r o u n d - p e n e t r a t -
ing radar and con-
trolled blasting were 
also used, but without  
significant success.

JAIPUR

NIA rushes to 
Raj after track-
damaging explosion 

An explosion on a rail-
way track in Rajasthan’s 
Sri Ganganagar district 
damaged two concrete 
blocks supporting the 
track, prompting author-
ities to cancel four train 
services on the Surat-
garh-Anupgarh route on 
Wednesday.

The blast occurred 
around 9.45 pm on Tues-
day near 50 GB village, 
approximately 45 min-
utes after a passenger 
train had passed through 
the area, police said.

The explosion created 
a crater nearly two feet 
deep and damaged two 
concrete blocks beneath 
the railway track. Villag-
ers living around 200 
metres from the site 
heard the loud explosion 
and rushed to the spot.

JALAUN

Driver killed as 
truck plunges into 
Expressway gap 

A truck carrying bricks 
caught fire after plung-
ing into the gap between 
two carriageways of the 
Bundelkhand Express-
way in Uttar Pradesh 
early Wednesday, kill-
ing the driver. Another 
person travelling in the 
vehicle is suspected to be 
trapped under the debris, 
police said. The acci-
dent occurred around 5 
am near kilometre stone 
209 on the carriageway 
connecting Auraiya to 
Etawah. According to pre-
liminary information, the 
truck lost control. hit the 
divider and fell into the 
gap between the two roads 
before catching fire. The 
deceased driver was iden-
tified as Rajkumar, son 
of Hundilal, a resident of 
Nagla Mewa village under 
Nidhouli Kalan police sta-
tion in Etah district.

HIGHLIGHT

z The students of 
electrical, electronics 
and plumbing 
trades will continue 
restoration work in 
Ganjam district.

| GUWAHATI HOTEL FIRING CASE  | 

| PSC CHAIRMAN REMOVAL CASE |

|  K H A R G E  C H A L L E N G E S  C E N T R A L  G O V T  |

Press Trust Of India

Thiruvananthapuram:  
Keralam Chief Minister V 
D Satheesan on Wednes-
day criticised former 
Governor Rajendra Vish-
wanath Arlekar for rec-
ommending the removal 
of Kerala Public Service 
Commission (PSC) Chair-
man M R Baiju without 
consulting the state gov-
ernment. Addressing a 
press conference after a 
Cabinet meeting chaired 
by him, Satheesan 

said the Governor was 
expected to discuss the 
matter with the govern-
ment before forwarding 
such a recommendation 
to President Droupadi 

Murmu. “The Gover-
nor cannot express such 
views on his own. Under 
the Constitution, the Gov-
ernor should communi-
cate the considered opin-

ion of the government,” 
Satheesan said.

He maintained that 
Arlekar’s recommen-
dation could not be 
used to divert attention 
from alleged irregu-
larities in the conduct  
of PSC examinations.

The Chief Minister 
also accused the CPI(M)-
led LDF opposition of 
attempting to protect 
PSC officials from pos-
sible action by citing 
the former Governor’s  
recommendation.

Kerala CM hits out at former -Governor over 
recommendation for removal of PSC chairman

| YADAV SLAMS DHIRENDRA SHASTRI | 

‘Ban Dhirendra’s entry in UP’ 
Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi 
Party president Akhilesh 
Yadav on Wednesday crit-
icised religious preacher 
Dhirendra Shastri over 
his alleged controver-
sial remarks about Lord 
Krishna and Lord Ram, 
demanding restrictions 

on his entry into Uttar 
Pradesh. The former 
Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister said Shastri’s 
comments had hurt the 
religious sentiments of 
both the Yaduvanshi 
and Raghuvanshi com-
munities. In a post on X, 
Yadav, without directly 
naming the preacher, 

said he would neither 
be welcomed in Braj nor 
Awadh. He suggested 
putting up a notice at the 
Uttar Pradesh-Madhya 
Pradesh border declar-
ing that those making 
objectionable remarks 
about religious figures 
would not be allowed to  
enter the state.

Kharge backs Rahul Gandhi, challenges 
PM Modi over vote chori allegations
NEW DELHI: Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge on Wednesday 
challenged Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to an open 
debate over allegations of 
“vote chori”, asking him 
to answer questions being 
raised by the opposition 
and the public. In a post 
on X, Kharge said Modi 
had failed to respond to 

allegations raised by Con-
gress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi and should accept his 
challenge for a debate on 

several issues, including 
alleged foreign connec-
tions and the government’s 
handling of national inter-
ests.Kharge also ques-
tioned Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah’s claim that 
three crore voters were 
illegal immigrants, asking 
why such people were 
allowed to enter the coun-
try during his tenure.

NEWSLINE‘Businessman wore Meta AI 
glasses during meeting too’
Central Chronicle News

Thiruvananthapuram:  
Keralam Chief Minister V 
D Satheesan on Wednes-
day confirmed that a 
businessman, who alleg-
edly wore Meta AI smart 
glasses during a meeting 
with Karnataka Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar, 
had also met him wear-
ing the same device. 

Speaking at a press 
conference, Satheesan 
said he had received pho-
tographs of their meeting 
but declined to reveal 
further details as the Kar-
nataka Police were inves-
tigating the matter. 

He questioned why 
the businessman alleg-
edly wore the smart 
glasses only while meet-
ing the two Congress 
Chief Ministers and not 
during meetings with BJP 
leaders and other min-
isters. Referring to two 

photographs, Satheesan 
pointed out the appar-
ent difference and said 
the investigation should 
be allowed to proceed. 
He also ruled out a 
separate probe by the  
Keralam government. 

FASTFACTS

z He stated that the 
same businessman 
didn’t wear the smart 
glasses while meeting 
BJP leaders.

Two arrested for 
extorting Rs 26,000 
NEW DELHI:  Delhi Police 
have arrested two men, 
including the owner of a 
cafe in northwest Delhi’s 
Hudson Lane, for alleg-
edly extorting around Rs 
26,000 from a customer 
who was lured there on 
the pretext of a blind 
date through a dating 
application. According to 
police, the complainant, 
a resident of West  
Champaran in Bihar.
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Over the last three years, electricity 
has been provided to more than 

90 villages in the district, and 
electrification work is currently 

underway in over 50 villages. 
Vishwadeep 

Collector Bijapur

Central Chronicle News

BIJAPUR: Bijapur cele-
brated Chhattisgarh State 
Foundation Day with a 
district-level ‘Rajyotsav’ 
programme at the Mini 
Stadium on Saturday, 
marking a historic occa-
sion as the district hosted 
the celebrations for the 
first time after becoming 
Naxal-free. 

Chief guest and state 
minister Guru Khush-
want Saheb described the 
occasion as a proud and 
unforgettable moment, 
symbolising a new era of 
peace, security, trust and 
development. Addressing 

the gathering, the minister 
credited Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
for their firm leadership 
and commitment to elim-
inating Naxalism.  He also 
paid tribute to security 
personnel for their cour-
age and sacrifices in restor-

ing peace in the region. 
He said Bijapur’s iden-
tity was changing, with 
roads reaching remote vil-
lages, electricity connec-
tions expanding, schools 
reopening and govt wel-
fare schemes reaching 
previously inaccessible 
communities. Highlight-

ing the state government’s 
achievements under Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, 
the minister referred to 
the approval of houses 
for 18 lakh needy fami-
lies under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana, the 
Mahtari Vandan Yojana 
and initiatives supporting 
tendu leaf collectors.  He 
said these schemes were 

strengthening rural live-
lihoods and empowering 
women and disadvan-
taged communities. The 
minister emphasised that 
improved security had 
accelerated development 
in education, health-
care, drinking water, 
housing, infrastructure, 
employment and tour-
ism. He urged residents 
to contribute towards 
building a peaceful and  
prosperous Bijapur.

District Collector Vish-
wadeep presented an over-
view of development initia-
tives and welfare schemes 
being implemented across 
the district.

Bijapur celebrates first 
Rajyotsav as naxal-free district

On the occasion of Rajyotsav, Bijapur held celebrations at the Mini Stadium  
in the district headquarters.

Diwali food safety 
inspections intensify 
in Basna, Pithora

| KHAIRAGARH CELEBRATES RAJYOTSAV |

Central Chronicle News

RAJNANDGAON: Gover-
nor Ramen Deka hon-
oured 1,122 Scouts, 
Guides, Rovers and Rang-
ers with State Awards at 
a ceremony organised by 
The Bharat Scouts and 
Guides, Chhattisgarh, at 
Chhattisgarh Mandapam 
in Lok Bhawan.

The programme was 
presided over by School 
Education Minister and 
state organisation pres-
ident Gajendra Yadav. 
The awardees included 

405 Scouts, 528 Guides, 
64 Rovers and 125 Rang-
ers selected from across 
the state. Congratulating 
the recipients, Governor 
Deka said the motto “Be 
Prepared” inspires mem-
bers to face challenges 
and fulfil their respon-
sibilities. He empha-

sised that awards bring 
greater responsibility and 
encouraged youngsters 
to actively participate in 
social service.

Minister Gajendra 
Yadav highlighted the 
values of discipline, ded-
ication and service pro-
moted by the scouting 
movement and encour-
aged members to work 
towards achieving the 
President’s Award. Certifi-
cates were also presented 
to 30 successful partici-
pants from Rajnandgaon 
district for 2025. 

Governor honors 1,122 
scouts and guides, rovers

Collector directs 
action on 50 
Jandarshan 
applications
MAHASAMUND: District 
Collector VK Langeh heard 
public grievances and 
demands during a ‘Jan-Dar-
shan’ programme held at 
the Collectorate conference 
hall, receiving a total of 50 
applications from residents 
across the district. The Col-
lector directed concerned 
departmental officials to 
investigate the complaints 
and ensure their prompt 
resolution on a priority 
basis within a stipulated 
timeframe. Among the 
applications, Sajid Khan of 
Kampa village raised con-
cerns over illegal encroach-
ment on a public road.

Khairagarh celebrates 
Rajyotsav, empowering women

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: The 26th 
Chhattisgarh State Foun-
dation Day (Rajyotsav) 
was celebrated with great 
enthusiasm in Khairagarh 
under the theme ‘Empow-
ered Women, Youth  
Aspirations’. 

The programme was 
held at Raja Fateh Singh 
Sports Ground, with 
Cabinet Minister Dayal-
das Baghel as the chief 
guest and Zila Panchayat 
Vice-President Vikrant 
Singh presiding. Address-

ing the gathering, Minister 
Baghel paid tribute to for-
mer Prime Minister and 
Chhattisgarh’s founder 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. He 
said the state government, 
under Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai, was work-
ing towards a Developed 
Chhattisgarh through 

various welfare schemes. 
Vikrant Singh called for col-
lective efforts to accelerate 
the development of Khaira-
garh-Chuikhadan-Gandai 
district, while Collector 
Indrajit Singh Chandrawal 
highlighted the district’s 
achievements and devel-
opment priorities.

|  R A J Y O T S A V  C E L E B R A T E D  I N  D A N T E W A D A  |

Central Chronicle News

DANTEWADA: Dantewada 
celebrated the 26th Chhat-
tisgarh State Foundation Day 
with a district-level ‘Rajyot-
sav’ at Mendka Dobra Ground 
under the theme ‘Empowered 
Women, Youth Aspirations’ 
(Sashakt Nari, Yuva Udaan).

Bastar MP Mahesh Kashyap 
inaugurated the programme 
and highlighted the govern-
ment’s efforts to expand 
roads, education, healthcare 

and basic infrastructure in 
remote Bastar regions. He also 
referred to welfare initiatives 
under Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai, including approval of 
18 lakh houses under the Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana and 

increased payments to tendu 
leaf collectors. MLA Chaitram 
Atami stressed the importance 
of preserving Bastar’s rich cul-
tural heritage alongside devel-
opment, while Zila Panchayat 
President Nandlal Mudami 
highlighted progress in educa-
tion and infrastructure.

During the celebrations, 
Padma Shri Dr. Budhari Tati 
and women sanitation work-
ers, known as ‘Swachhata 
Didis’, were honoured for 
their contributions. 

Dantewada Rajyotsav celebrates 
culture and development progress

|  ‘ R A J Y O T S A V  2 0 2 6 ’  |

Central Chronicle News

JAGDALPUR: Jagdalpur cele-
brated the 26th Chhattisgarh 
State Foundation Day with a 
district-level ‘Rajyotsav 2026’ 
under the theme ‘Empowered 
Women, Aspiring Youth’.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, MLA Kiran Singh 
Deo paid tribute to Bharat 
Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
describing his contribution to 
the formation of Chhattisgarh 
as unforgettable. He high-
lighted government initiatives, 
including paddy procurement 

at Rs 3,100 per quintal, the 
Mahtari Vandan Yojana and 
modern study facilities at Jag-
dalpur’s Nalanda Parisar. He 
also emphasised tourism and 
employment opportunities 
through heritage village devel-
opment. Mayor Sanjay Pandey 
said Bastar was progressing 

towards peace and prosperity, 
with women and youth play-
ing an important role in its 
transformation.

Collector Akash Chhikara 
highlighted infrastructure 
projects, improved connectiv-
ity, healthcare facilities and 
irrigation initiatives. 

Deo praises Atal’s contribution to statehood        

Police bust liquor syndicate
BEMETARA: Bemetara 
Police have arrested five 
persons in a joint oper-
ation conducted by the 
Cyber Cell, Nandghat and 
Chandanu police stations 
for their alleged involve-
ment in an illegal liquor 
supply racket. 

Liquor, vehicles and 
mobile phones worth 
approximately Rs 10.69 
lakh were seized. Police 
recovered 535 quarter-bot-
tles (96,300 ml) of liquor, 

including 453 bottles from 
Nandghat and 82 from 
Chandanu. An Eeco car, a 
Scorpio, an Activa scooter 
and three mobile phones 
were also seized. Investi-
gations revealed that the 
accused allegedly oper-

ated a network for procur-
ing and distributing liquor 
illegally. During verifica-
tion, several bottles were 
found without mandatory 
government holograms, 
while some labels were 
suspected to be forged.

HIGHLIGHT

z Minister Guru 
Khushwant Saheb 
called it a historic 
celebration for the 
district after becoming 
naxal-free.

2,950 liquor bottles seized, one arrested
BHANUPRATAPPUR: In a 
crackdown on illicit liquor 
trade, Bande police in 
Kanker district seized 
2,950 bottles of coun-
try-made liquor from 
a Scorpio and arrested 
a 32-year-old man on 
November 3.

Acting on a tip-off, a 
police team intercepted 
the Scorpio (CG 18 J 8172) 
at PV-82 Vijay Nagar vil-
lage. A search revealed 
30 boxes of Rocket brand 

country-made orange 
liquor, containing 265.5 
litres, valued at approxi-
mately Rs 1.18 lakh. Police 
also seized Rs 50,000 

in cash, the Scorpio val-
ued at Rs 3 lakh and an 
IQ mobile phone worth 
Rs 20,000. The arrested 
accused was identified as 

Amit Saha (32), a resident 
of PV-14 Shyamnagar 
under Pakhanjur police 
station limits.

A case has been regis-
tered against him under 
Section 34(2) of the 
Chhattisgarh Excise Act, 
and further investigation 
is underway. 

Police said the drive 
against the illegal man-
ufacture, transportation 
and sale of liquor would 
continue.

Festive food safety 
drive sends 31 samples
KHAIRAGARH: The Food 
and Drug Administration 
has launched a special 
inspection drive ahead of 
Diwali to ensure the avail-
ability of safe and quality 
food products across the 
district.Under the directions 
of the department’s Control-
ler and District Collector, a 
team led by Deputy Direc-
tor Dr. Anil Kumar Shukla 
inspected grocery stores, 

hotels, restaurants, dairies 
and food manufacturing 
units in Khairagarh, Chhui-
khadan, Gandai, Narmada, 
Thelkadih and Jalbandha. 
During the campaign, offi-
cials collected 31 samples, 
including sweets, dairy 
products, edible oils, spices 
and flour. These comprised 
16 legal samples and 15 sur-
veillance samples, all sent 
for laboratory testing. 

|  SCOUTS & GUIDES RECEIVE STATE AWARDS | 

Central Chronicle News

MAHASAMUND: The 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration has intensi-
fied inspections of food 
establishments across 
the district ahead of 
Diwali to prevent food 
adulteration and ensure 
food safety, follow-
ing directions from 
the Commissioner of 
Food Safety and Dis-
trict Collector Vinay  
Kumar Langeh.

On October 30, 2026, 
officials collected a legal 
sample of cooked bir-
yani rice from Chintu 
Veere Da Restaurant at 
Basna bus stand. Due to 
unhygienic kitchen con-
ditions, the Food Safety 
Officer recommended 
issuing an improvement 

notice. Inspections were 
also conducted at Sat-
kar Sweets and Bikaner 
Sweets in Basna.

Similarly, on Novem-
ber 2, surveillance sam-
ples of bhunja peda, 
kaju katli and peda were 
collected from Parag 
Sweets in Pithora. 

A legal sample of 
peda was also collected 
from Prateek Sweets 
and Restaurant, where 
an improvement notice 
was recommended over 
poor kitchen hygiene.

Raipur Region

HIGHLIGHT

z Before the arrival 
of Diwali, the food 
safety department 
is continuously 
monitoring sweet 
shops & restaurants.

TREE FIRE

Massive fire 
destroys neem 
tree in Lahraud
PITHORA: A major fire 
broke out in a neem tree 
in Lahraud village this 
morning after someone 
allegedly set fire to nearby 
garbage carelessly. The 
flames gradually spread 
from the base of the tree 
to its upper branches, 
eventually engulfing  
the entire tree.

On noticing the fire, 
local residents and 
nearby villagers rushed 
to extinguish the flames. 
However, their efforts 
failed as the fire intensi-
fied. Due to the absence 
of firefighting equipment 
in Pithora, the blaze 
could not be controlled in 
time and continued burn-
ing throughout the day.

OUT OF SERVICE

Kamar village 
faces elephant 
threat 
MAINPUR: Residents of 
Chhindola village, located 
in the remote forest 
region of Mainpur block 
under Dabnai Gram Pan-
chayat in Gariaband dis-
trict, are facing severe 
difficulties after their 
electricity transformer 
was destroyed in a fire 
four days ago.

The village, predom-
inantly inhabited by the 
Kamar tribe, a Particu-
larly Vulnerable Tribal 
Group (PVTG), has 
remained without elec-
tricity since the incident. 
The situation has become 
particularly alarming as 
elephant herds frequently 
roam nearby, creating 
fear among villagers  
during nighttime.

FELICITATION

Swati Soni 
honored for 
int’nl excellence
KHARORA:  Adarsh 
Mahavidyalaya, Datarenga, 
organised a grand felic-
itation ceremony to 
honour faculty member 
Swati Soni for her out-
standing achievement at 
the Open Master Inter-
national Games 2026 
held in Pattaya, Thai-
land. She won two gold 
medals and one silver 
medal, bringing pride 
to the nation, state and  
institution. Swati Soni 
received a warm welcome 
on the college campus 
with a traditional tilak, an 
NSS salute, flower showers 
and bouquets. 

CONCERNS DEEPEN

Second rainfall 
deepens farmers’ 
distress
ARANG: Farmers are fac-
ing renewed difficulties 
as heavy rainfall on Nov 3 
compounded the damage 
to paddy crops caused by 
the earlier rains triggered by 
Cyclone Arnab. Even before 
the fields could recover 
from the initial downpour, 
fresh rainfall caused water-
logging, increasing the 
risk of further crop losses. 
Several paddy crops had 
already flattened due to 
strong winds and rain. 
Farmers were struggling 
to drain excess water and 
protect their harvests. The 
latest rainfall has further 
delayed harvesting, while 
the lack of adequate sun-
light has raised concerns 
that grains in the fallen 
paddy panicles may rot or 
begin to germinate.

| POLICE IN THE GRIP OF QUESTIONS | 

Illegal drug and liquor trade raises concerns
Central Chronicle News

ANVARI: Serious concerns 
have emerged over the 
alleged illegal sale of ganja 
(cannabis) and liquor in 
villages falling under the 
Bhakhara Police Station 
jurisdiction in Dhamtari 
district. Reports suggest 
that illicit sales are tak-
ing place in Bhakhara, 
Rampur, Purena and 

nearby villages, raising 
fears about the growing 
impact of substance abuse 
on young people and  
schoolchildren. 

The easy availability of 
intoxicating substances 
has become a major social 
concern for rural resi-
dents. Villagers fear that 
children and youth may 
fall into addiction due to 
peer pressure, curiosity 

and exposure to illegal sell-
ers.  Substance abuse can 
adversely affect their edu-
cation, health, family life 
and future employment 
opportunities. Parents have 

expressed concern over 
the possibility of their chil-
dren coming into contact 
with individuals involved in 
the illegal trade. Residents 
believe that timely interven-
tion is essential to prevent 
addiction from becoming 
a serious social problem. 
The alleged illegal activities 
have also raised questions 
about the effectiveness of 
police action. Residents 

want to know whether the 
Bhakhara police are aware 
of these activities and what 
steps have been taken to 
identify those involved.

Villagers have called 
for regular surveillance of 
suspicious locations, stron-
ger intelligence networks, 
increased patrolling and 
strict legal action against 
those found selling illegal 
substances.  
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Daily Horoscope 

Smile as it is best antidote for 

all your problems. Today you 

can easily raise capital- collect 

outstanding debts- or ask for 

funds to work on new projects. 

Great day when you would 

receive all the attention you 

want- you would have many 

things lined up and you would 

have problems in deciding 

which ones to follow. 

Evening with friends will 
be pleasant but take care as 
excessive eating could upset 
your next morning. Control 
your tendency to live for 
the day and to spend too 
much time and money on 
entertainment. Safeguard your 
interest when dealing with 
friends- business associates 
and relatives- as they might 
not be considerate to your 
needs. 

ARIES Taurus

Your impulsive nature may 
cause you serious health 
problems. You may get into 
a fight with your spouse 
today over money-related 
matters. However, you will 
fix everything with your calm 
attitude. Your extravagant 
lifestyle could cause tensions 
at home so avoid late nights 
and spending too much on 

others. 

If possible try to avoid long 
journey as you are too weak to 
travel and this could put further 
weaken you. Someone with big 
plans and ideas will catch your 
attention- Verify the credibility 
and authenticity of the person 
before making any investments. 
Social events will be perfect 
opportunity to improve your 
rapport with influential and 

important people. 

Gemini Cancer 

Chances of your recovering 

from physical illness are 

high which will enable you 

to participate in sports 

competition. Today you 

can invest your money in 

religious activities, and most 

likely to incur mental peace 

and stability. You will have 

difficulty in getting your point 

across to people who matter 

the most in your life. 

Your lack of will power may 
make you a victim of emotional 
and mental attitude. Those 
who had spent their money 
in betting or gambling are 
likely to suffer losses today. 
Therefore, you are advised 
to stay away from betting. 
You will make new friends 
if you get involved in group 
activities. You will refresh the 
old beautiful days of courtship 

in your married life.

Leo Virgo 

Participating in sports and 

other outdoor activities will 

help you gather your lost 

energy. New sources of income 

will generate through people 

you know. Do not let your 

friends take advantage of your 

generous behaviour. Show 

your love by placing flower 

at your window. Take care of 

what happens around you.

Your tremendous intellectual 
potential will help you to fight 
the disability. Only by keeping 
positive thoughts you can 
fight this problem. You should 
look twice at investment 
schemes that are presented 
to you today. You might not 
agree to everything your 
family member’s say- but you 
should try to learn from their 

experience. 

Libra Scorpio

Your jealous behaviour may 
make you sad and depressed. 
But it is a self-inflicted injury 
so there is no need to lament 
about this. Motive yourself to 
get rid this by sharing other's 
joy and unhappiness. Those 
who are married may have to 
spend a lot of money on the 
education of their children 
today. Illness of infant would 
keep you engaged. You need to 

give immediate attention. 

Today you will be full of 
energy-Whatever you do- you 
will be able to do it in half 
the time you generally take. 
Money position improves 
as delayed payments are 
recovered. Appreciate your 
wife's achievement and rejoice 
her success and good fortune. 
Be generous and sincere in 
your appreciation. It is not 
right to show off your love in 
every situation. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Sound health will enable 
you to participate in sports 
competition. Some natives 
of this zodiac sign may have 
to spend money on any 
land-related issue today. 
Evening with friends will be 
pleasurable. Romance comes 
your way as friendship turns 
deeper. Your partners will be 
supportive to your new ideas 
and plans. Good day for some 

recreation and entertainment. 

Suffering from a body pains 
is high on the card. Try to 
avoid any physical exertion 
that would put more stress 
on your body. Remember to 
take sufficient rest. Put your 
extra money in a safe place 
that will promise you returns 
in times to come. Try not to 
offend others and adapt to 
your family needs. Personal 
relationships are sensitive and 
vulnerable. 

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH

‘Super-Speed’ 
travelling nerves

‘Rice Grain’ and tiny 
ear bone

Fun&Focus

Messages travel from your 
brain to the rest of your body 
at an amazing 170 miles per 
hour (273 km/h)! That is 
faster than a sports car!

The smallest bone in your 
whole body is inside your 
ear. Called the stapes (or 
stirrup), it is only about 3 
millimeters long—smaller 
than a single grain of rice! 

1 Japanese wrestling (4)
3 Put together (8)
9 Whole number (7)
10 Expertise (5)
11 Electronic sound  

reproduction (5)
12 A light amusing play or 

film (6)
14 Fate (6)
16 Talking bird (6)
19 Disagree (6)
21 Cook's garment (5)
24 Bury (5)
25 One of Shakespeare's plays (7)
26 Opposite (8)
27 Way out (4)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION- 272

SUDOKU- 273

SUDOKU SOLUTION- 272

CROSSWORD -273 DAILY WORD SEARCH
n Annex	
n Duplex	
n Matrix
n Apex	
n Equinox	
n Minx
n Beeswax	
n Flax	
n Onyx
n Borax	
n Flux	
n Oryx
n Calyx	
n Helix	
n Reflex

n Cashbox	
n Hoax	
n Sphinx
n Climax	
n Icebox	
n Syntax
n Cortex	
n Jukebox	
n Telex
n Crux	
n Latex	
n Xerox
n Detox	
n Lynx

1.	 November 5 marks several major milestones in Indian history, spanning from the 

1556 – Second Battle of Panipat and the in 2013, India successfully launched its 

first interplanetary probe, Mangalyaan, via the PSLV-C25 rocket from Sriharikota. 

2.	 The day saw the births of Chittaranjan Das (C.R. Das), prominent freedom fighter 

and Virat Kohli, the iconic Indian cricketer and former national team captain.

3.	 Same day also saw the death of Bhupen Hazarika, the iconic singer, composer, 

lyricist, and filmmaker from Assam who won the Dadasaheb Phalke Award and 

Bharat Ratna in 2011.

4.	 On November 5, 1994, at 45 years old, George Foreman knocked out Michael 

Moorer to become the oldest heavyweight boxing champion in history.

The ‘Un-tickleable 
Brain’

You cannot tickle yourself! 
Your brain always predicts 
the movement before you 
do it, which completely 
ruins the surprise.

NOVEMBER 05-THE DAY IN HISTORY

Across

Down
1 Asian country (3,5)
2 Not loud (5)
4 Rigorous (6)
5 Derby venue (5)
6 Constructor (7)
7 Fish that may be jellied (4)
8 Cold-shoulder (6)
13 Be highly noticeable (5,3)
15 English cheese (7)
17 Geronimo's people (6)
18 Archer's missiles (6)
20 Smithy (5)
22 Unwind (5)
23 Bluish-white metal (4)

Novice : Expert :: Amateur : _____

(1) Calcutta (Now Kolkata) (2) Usha Uthup (3) “The Games We Live 
For”, or “Games of a Lifetime”  (4) Nuclear components. It now 
earns most of its revenues supplying sectors including Defence, 
Aerospace, Railways, Atomic Energy and Nuclear Power (5) It 
serves three countries: France, Switzerland and Germany, through 
a single terminal. Located in France, it has a special arrangement 
that allows access from both France and Switzerland (6) Cheeku, 
the rabbit (7) Taiwan

In which city was the first High Court of 

British India established in 1862?

The title song of the movie Skyfall, sung by 

Adele, won an Oscar for the best original 

song. Of the many versions of this song, 

a popular YouTube video has the title 

“Skyfall in a saree.” Identify the artist 

featuring in this video.

The official slogan of the 20th Asian Games 

Aichi-Nagoya, Japan 2026, was “Imagine 

One Asia”. What is the slogan of the 21st 

Asian Games, Doha, Qatar?

HMT is best known for its watches. But on 
April 10, 1976, it entered a very different 
field by setting up a division that became 
an important supplier to India’s strategic 

sectors. What did it begin manufacturing?

Euro Airport Basel Mulhouse Freiburg 

has a rather unusual distinction. What 

makes this airport unique?  

From which animal character that 

appears in Champak magazine does Virat 

Kohli get his nickname?

Corona or no corona, which country is 

known as the ‘Face Mask Capital of Asia’?

Lasting for a very short time

Adjective

Happiness is not found in 
fleeting moments, but in 
steady and meaningful 
habits.

Brief, short-lived

Permanent, endless

Mahamahopadhyaya Chandrasekhara Singha Harichandana 
Mahapatra Samanta born on December 13, 1835, in Khandapada, 
Odisha, was a famous Indian astronomer who studied the night 
sky using only his eyes—without ever using a telescope. 

When he was just four years old, he spotted the bright  
planet Venus in the daytime sky—which his father thought was a 
bad omen at the time! 

He built his own scientific measuring instruments—like a T-shaped 
wooden rod called a mana yantra—out of simple everyday items 
like bamboo and wood. 

He was the only ancient/traditional Indian astronomer 
to independently discover three special hidden wobbles 
(irregularities) of the moon that European scientists were 
studying at the same time

He famously proved the almanac wrong, when in 1868, when a solar 
eclipse happened, regular calendar predictions were off by quite a 
bit, but Pathani Samanta’s math predicted the exact right time.

Because of his amazing talent, the King of Puri gave him the title 
Harichandan Mahapatra, and the British government honored him 
with the title Mahamahopadhyaya in 1893.

A planetarium in Bhubaneswar, Odisha—the Pathani Samanta 
Planetarium—and even an asteroid in outer space (Asteroid 3000 
"Samanta") are named in his honour. 

Precipitation : Rain :: Condensation : _____

Scale : Weight :: Ruler : _____

Optimist : Positive :: Pessimist : _____



Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: New & Renew-
able Energy Minister Pral-
had Joshi on Wednesday 
said that India is on track 
to achieve the 500 GW 
renewable energy target by 
2030, and another 300 GW 
will be added after that, as 
mandated by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

Earlier on Monday, 
Modi, in his inaugural 
speech at the Bharat 
Renewable Energy Summit 
2026, had said, “Now, in 

the coming 10-11 years, our 
effort will be to add 500 GW 
of new non-fossil capacity. 
This target is somewhat 
difficult, but I have faith 
in the capabilities of our 

country. And therefore, I 
say - we will do it.” This is 
significant given India’s 
ambitious target of 500 GW 
of renewable energy by 
2030, and the nation has 

already achieved 310 GW of 
RE capacity. Talking to PTI 
in an interview, Joshi said, 
“We are going to achieve 
500 GW (by 2030); that is 
already there. And Prime 
Minister has given an addi-
tional target of 300GW, 
additionally after 2030, so 
that also we will plan.” 

He further stated that 
there is no question about 
achieving the target but 
about the transmission 
lines for the newly added 
RE capacity. “For that, 
the Cabinet has given its 

approval for Green Energy 
Corridor, which will add to 
our capacity in coordina-
tion with the state and the 
power ministry,” he said. 
About the target, he said, 
“We are on track; I do not 
see any problem.” Talk-
ing about the challenges 
regarding the faster adop-
tion of renewable energy, 
Joshi said, “Transmission 
is taking time, the transmis-
sion line takes more than 3 
years, 4 years, 5 years up to  
that is the problem we are 
trying to (tackle that).”

Agencies

SEBI simplifies 
onboarding to attract 
overseas investors.

MUMBAI: The Securities 
and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) has eased 
Know Your Customer 
(KYC) requirements for 
overseas investors, allow-
ing eligible individuals to 
complete the onboarding 
process digitally without 
being physically pres-
ent in India. The revised 
framework will come into 
effect on December 3. 
The relaxation applies to 
persons resident outside 
India (PROIs), including 
Non-Resident Indians 
(NRIs), Overseas Citizens 
of India (OCIs) and for-
eign nationals residing in 
countries compliant with 
Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) standards. 
Investors from FATF non
-compliant jurisdictions 

will continue to follow the 
existing KYC procedures.

Under the new frame-
work, SEBI-regulated 
intermediaries can 
accept KYC details and 
supporting documents 
through digital channels. 
The regulator has also 
introduced greater por-
tability of KYC records, 
enabling investors to use 
previously verified infor-
mation across different 
intermediaries.

Intermediaries can 
rely on KYC verification 
already completed by 
another SEBI-registered 
intermediary or a finan-
cial sector regulator. 

India on track to achieve 500 GW 
RE target by 2030: Pralhad Joshi

India remains on track to achieve 500 GW renewable energy capacity by 2030, with  
another 300 GW planned beyond the target year.

Press Trust Of India

Gold price correction 
boosts festive buying 
sentiment ahead.

MUMBAI: A correction 
in gold prices has lifted 
jewellers’ expectations 
for Dhanteras sales, with 
improved consumer 
sentiment likely to drive 
purchases of lightweight 
jewellery, coins and 
small-ticket items. 

However, industry 
experts expect sales vol-

umes to remain largely 
flat compared to last year. 
Dhanteras, falling on 
November 6 this year, is 
expected to benefit from 
its early timing, as sala-

ried consumers will have 
their monthly earnings in 
hand. All India Gem and 
Jewellery Domestic Coun-
cil (GJC) Chairman Rajesh 
Rokde said sales volumes 

may remain unchanged, 
while sales value could 
increase by 20-30 per 
cent. Gold prices have 
corrected nearly 12 per 
cent in recent months, 
falling from Rs 1,62,900 
per 10 grams on May 
29 to Rs 1,42,000 on  
October 31. 

The metal was trad-
ing at Rs 1,46,600 per 
10 grams on Wednes-
day. World Gold Coun-
cil Regional CEO, India, 
Sachin Jain said the price 
correction could encour-

age wedding-related pur-
chases, with consumers 
advancing buying plans 
and exploring premium 
jewellery as well as 
investment options such 
as coins and bars.

GJC Vice Chairman 
Avinash Gupta expects 
demand to grow 15-20 
per cent in value terms, 
while lightweight and 
18-karat jewellery are 
likely to gain popularity. 
Silver jewellery is also 
attracting younger buyers 
due to its affordability.

| DHANTERAS SALES | 

Gold price correction raises Dhanteras buying hopes
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BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: Stock markets rallied for 
the fifth straight day on Wednesday, 
with the benchmark Sensex climb-
ing nearly 384 points to close above 
77,000 on buying in blue-chip finan-
cial, FMCG and auto shares amid for-
eign fund inflows and easing crude oil 
prices. The 30-share BSE Sensex rose 
383.55 points, or 0.50 per cent, to 
settle at 77,301.40, its highest close in 
more than two months. 

During the day, it surged 478.19 
points, or 0.62 per cent, to 77,396.04. 
In the five-day rally through Wednes-
day, Sensex soared by over 4,000 
points or 5 per cent. The 50-share 
NSE Nifty was up 149.75 points, or 
0.63 per cent, to end at 23,960.60. 
In the 30 Sensex firms, Bharat Elec-
tronics, Titan, InterGlobe Aviation, 
Bajaj Finance, ITC and Adani Ports 

were the biggest winners. Tata Con-
sultancy Services, HCL Tech, Info-
sys and Eternal were among the 
laggards. Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, declined 0.73 per cent to  
USD 102.8 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional Investors 
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs 
6,836.81 crore on Tuesday, accord-
ing to exchange data. In a stinging 
rebuke to President Donald Trump, 
American voters on Tuesday gave the 
opposition Democratic Party control 
of the US Congress and flipped key 
gubernatorial posts in widely watched 
elections that will have consequences 
far beyond America. Trump’s Repub-
lican Party faced stunning defeats in 
its strongholds such as Texas, Georgia 
and Iowa, where it lost the governors’ 
posts to the Democrats. 

NEW DELHI: India’s services sector 
activity recorded the strongest pace of 
expansion in four months in October 
as demand buoyancy fuelled growth 
in business activity and new orders 
amid easing cost pressures, a monthly 
survey said on Wednesday. Compa-
nies were cautiously optimistic about 
the outlook, and they lifted jobs to the 
least extent in four months. The latest 
expansion in international sales was 
the weakest in almost four years.

The seasonally adjusted HSBC India 
Services PMI Business Activity Index 
rose from 55.2 in September to 55.8 
in October, indicating the strongest 
pace of growth for four months. In 
the Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) 
parlance, a print above 50 means 
expansion, while a score below 50 
denotes contraction. “India’s services 
PMI rose to 55.8 in October, a four-
month high, as business conditions 
improved cautiously. Although over-
all demand remained fairly strong, 
new export orders recorded the slow-
est pace of expansion since February 
2023,” Pranjul Bhandari, Chief India  
Economist at HSBC, said. 

Survey participants identified new 
business growth as the main driver 
behind the rise in output, the survey 

said, adding that favourable demand 
conditions, new client wins and suc-
cessful advertising boosted new order 
intakes. On the prices front, there 
was a substantial decline in cost pres-
sures. “Input and output prices con-
tinued to rise, but at a slower pace 
than in the previous month, signalling 
some relief from inflation pressures,”  
Bhandari said.

Employment growth also slowed to 
its weakest pace since June, suggesting 
that some service sector businesses 
have sufficient capacity to meet cur-
rent staffing requirements, she said. 
Companies were, however, cautiously 
optimistic about the outlook, and they 
lifted jobs to the least extent in four 
months. Meanwhile, India’s compos-
ite PMI increased to 56.2 in October, 
from 55.9 in September, marking the 
fastest rise in aggregate output in 
four months and reflecting healthy  
business activity.

HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?

INDIA SERVICES PMI BUSINESS ACTIVITY INDEX

Festive cheer on D-Street: Sensex rallies  
for 5th day on foreign fund inflows

India’s services sector activity hits 4-month high 
in Oct as business conditions improve cautiously

NUMBER

300
zIndia targets 
additional 300 GW 
renewable energy 
capacity after 2030.

Indian highways, 
expressways still lack 

perfect signage. 
Nitin Gadkari 

Union Road Transport Minister
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Tata-Iveco alliance 
aims to expand global 
commercial vehicle 
operations.

NEW DELHI: Tata Motors 
and Italian commercial 
vehicle manufacturer 
Iveco Group are target-
ing significant growth in 
volumes, revenues and 
margins over the next five 
years, Tata Sons Chairman 
N Chandrasekaran said. 

The partnership aims 
to establish a global com-
mercial vehicle power-
house by combining the 
strengths of both compa-
nies. Addressing a joint 
global press conference 
at Iveco’s headquarters in 
Turin, Italy, Chandrase-
karan said the combined 
entity would leverage 
complementary geograph-
ical presence, product 
portfolios and technolog-
ical capabilities to accel-
erate growth. The com-

panies have a presence in 
more than 130 countries, 
with combined revenues 
of around 21 billion euros, 
or approximately Rs 2.28 
lakh crore. Tata Motors 
has acquired over 89 per 
cent stake in Iveco, making 
the Italian manufacturer 
its indirect subsidiary. 
The combined business 
currently produces nearly 
6 lakh vehicles annually 
and generates revenue of 
around USD 24 billion. 
Chandrasekaran said both 
companies were profitable 
and cash-generating, with 
considerable opportuni-
ties across India, Europe, 
Latin America, Asia and 
Africa.

He said the alliance 
would cover trucks, buses, 
specialised vehicles for 
mining and construc-
tion, engines and digital 
businesses. The com-
bined entity is already 
the world’s fourth-largest 
commercial vehicle man-
ufacturer, employing over 

70,000 people and operat-
ing through approximately 
9,300 sales and service 
outlets.  Tata Motors Man-
aging Director and CEO 
Girish Wagh said the part-
nership would expand 
global distribution and 
customer reach. The com-
panies will explore oppor-
tunities to deploy Iveco 
subsidiary FPT Industri-
al’s powertrain technol-
ogies across industrial 
applications in India and  
other markets.

Tata-Iveco targets strong 
growth over next five years

SEBI eases Digital 
KYC norms for 
foreign investors

HIGHLIGHT

z Combined entity 
eyes higher volumes 
and revenues.

New GLC Electric launched in India

Mercedes-Benz has launched the new GLC Electric in India. The electric SUV is locally manufactured at the company’s Chakan plant near Pune.

|  T A R G E T I N G  S I G N I F I C A N T  G R O W T H  |

GANDHINAGAR: GSPL Transmission 
Limited reported an 8.5 per cent year-
on-year growth in standalone revenue 
for the second quarter of FY27, sup-
ported by higher natural gas trans-
portation volumes across its high-
pressure (HP), low-pressure (LP) and  
HAPI networks. Announcing its unau-
dited financial results for the quarter 
and half year ended September 30, 
2026, the company highlighted its 
focus on operational efficiency and 
expansion of natural gas transmission  
infrastructure.

During Q2 FY27, transportation vol-
umes increased 9 per cent in the HP 
Grid, 31 per cent in the LP Grid and 17 
per cent in the HAPI Grid compared to 
the corresponding quarter last year. 

Capital expenditure of approximately 
Rs 300 crore was incurred during the 
first half of FY27. Chairman Manoj 
Kumar Das said higher transportation 
volumes across networks supported 
revenue growth while maintaining oper-
ational resilience. CEO Prakash Karnik 
said the company, India’s second-largest 
natural gas transmission network, oper-
ates across 26 districts of Gujarat. 

NEW DELHI:   
Precious metals 
roared back in 
the national cap-
ital, with gold 
prices rising from 
Rs 4,800 to Rs 1.46 lakh per 10 grams on 
Wednesday as renewed festive buying 
and a sharp global rebound lifted bullion 
rates. The yellow metal of 99.9 per cent 
purity climbed Rs 4,800 to Rs 1,46,600 
per 10 grams, inclusive of all taxes, from 
Tuesday’s closing level of Rs 1,41,800 
per 10 grams, according to the All India 
Sarafa Association. 

Silver also strongly joined the rally, 
surging by Rs 9,000 to Rs 1.93 lakh per 
kilogram, inclusive of all taxes, from Rs 
1.84 lakh per kg in the preceding session. 
“Gold prices advanced on Wednesday, 
supported by a strong recovery in inter-
national markets and improving festive 
demand in the domestic market,” said 
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Analyst - Com-
modities at HDFC Securities. According to 
Rajeev Sharan, Head of Research, Brick-
work Ratings, the timing of the recovery 
could offer some respite to buyers pre-
paring for the festive season.

Q2 RESULTS BULLION MARKET

GSPL Transmission 
reports 8.5% revenue 
growth in Q2 FY27

Gold climbs Rs 4,800 
to Rs 1.46 lakh/10 gm; 
silver surges
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Historic milestones
BENGALURU: Amazon  announced multiple milestones in the ongoing Amazon 
Great Indian Festival 2026. The shopping event has broken previous records 
across customer savings, shopping volume, seller success and delivery speed 
— attracting over 393 crore customer. 



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Arise, awake, and stop not till the goal is reached. Strength, 
courage, and determination lead to lasting success.”

[  Swami Vivekananda  ]

Established  1974  Volume  53  No. 31

|  O U R  V I E W  | 

The American electorate has delivered a powerful 
warning to Donald Trump, dramatically altering 
Washington’s political landscape. The Democratic 

sweep of both chambers of Congress represents more than 
an electoral setback for the Republicans. It signals growing 
public dissatisfaction with the administration’s economic 
policies, confrontational politics and controversial foreign 
policy decisions. For Trump, the consequences could be 
profound. Having enjoyed Republican support in Congress 
during the first half of his second presidency, he now faces 
the prospect of governing under relentless opposition 
scrutiny. His ambitious legislative agenda could encounter 
formidable obstacles, while his administration’s decisions 
may face increasingly aggressive investigations. Economic 
frustration appears central to the political backlash. Rising 
household expenses, escalating fuel prices and the finan-
cial consequences of the conflict with Iran have intensi-
fied public anxiety. Americans increasingly expect their 
government to address everyday economic hardships rather 
than pursue policies that deepen uncertainty. Democratic 
control of Congress would fundamentally reshape the 
balance of power. Opposition lawmakers could challenge 
taxation proposals, restrict government expenditure and 
demand greater accountability. Senate control would also 
complicate presidential appointments, potentially limiting 
Trump’s influence over federal institutions and the judi-
ciary. More troubling for the White House is the possibility 
of congressional investigations. Democratic lawmakers 
could examine controversial business dealings, administra-
tive decisions and allegations involving individuals close to 
the President. Such scrutiny could consume political energy 
and further damage public confidence. Impeachment could 
also return to the national debate. However, initiating 
proceedings and removing a president are entirely different 
constitutional exercises. Without substantial Republican 
support in the Senate, securing a conviction would remain 
extremely difficult. Nevertheless, Trump would retain con-
siderable executive authority, particularly in foreign affairs, 
immigration enforcement and administrative policymaking. 
Presidential veto powers could also prevent Democrats 
from translating their congressional majority into sweeping 
legislative changes. The greater danger lies in prolonged 
political paralysis. Budget confrontations, legislative dead-
locks and institutional hostility could undermine economic 
stability and weaken America’s international credibility. 
Ultimately, democracy demands accountability from those 
exercising power. The electorate’s message should encour-
age reflection rather than retaliation. Trump must recognise 
that political leadership requires compromise, economic 
sensitivity and respect for constitutional institutions. 
Whether he chooses confrontation or cooperation will 
determine not merely his remaining presidency, but also 
the direction of American democracy.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Change Of Government, 
But Governance 
Remains Unchanged

The illusion of a JP moment: Congress 
and its Ramlila experiment

The people of Odisha voted for change, ending the 
Biju Janata Dal’s long rule and giving the BJP a 
clear mandate to govern. However, growing public 

dissatisfaction raises an important question: Has any-
thing really changed? While the ruling party has changed, 
the bureaucracy and administrative functioning largely 
remain the same. Unless the BJP introduces meaningful 
reforms and improves governance, it could face serious 
challenges in the next Assembly elections. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s political appeal may 
work nationally, but state elections 
demand visible achievements and 
effective local leadership. The BJD 
government under Naveen Patnaik 
left a lasting impression through 
projects such as the Biju Express-
way, roadside amenity centres, 
street lighting, LAccMI bus services 
connecting villages and blocks, 
and the empowerment of self-help 
groups. Meanwhile, farmers continue to face difficulties 
selling paddy at government mandis. With another kharif 
procurement season approaching, unresolved issues 
involving rice millers could worsen their problems. The 
government must also prioritise longstanding interstate 
disputes, particularly the Kotia border issue and Mahanadi 
water-sharing concerns. The BJP’s much-publicised dou-
ble-engine government should translate political promises 
into practical solutions. Ultimately, voters expect better 
governance, not merely a change of political leadership.
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Democratic triumph 
signals trouble  
for Trump

Sunil Pradhan

Modi government under pressure 
and restore the alliance’s rele-
vance.

The alliance claimed that pro-
testers carried placards bearing 
the images of Narendra Modi 
and Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar, and that a volca-
nic eruption of public anger had 
taken place against the govern-
ment. Yet this assertion lacked 
convincing support in the num-
bers. Photographic and video-
graphic evidence did little to sub-
stantiate it.

A prominent left-leaning lib-
eral political analyst, writing on a 
reputed online platform, claimed 
that people were hurling curses 
at Modi and the Chief Election 
Commissioner. He described the 
anger of men, women, youth, 
politicians, workers and farmers, 
alleging that they wanted to pun-
ish the CEC for striking 13 crore 
names from electoral rolls at 
Modi’s behest.

In contrast, footage broad-
cast by a national news channel 
appeared to show poor people 
from villages and Adivasi areas 
who were unaware of the SIR 
process. When questioned, some 
seemed unable to explain the 
protest’s purpose and appeared 
to believe they had been brought 
to Delhi for dance and merri-
ment.

These accounts raise ques-
tions about participants’ aware-
ness and how they were mobi-
lized. They also revive a central 
question: has the INDIA oppo-
sition resolved its internal dif-

ferences sufficiently to project 
Rahul Gandhi as its undisputed 
leader? That image appears little 
more than a Fata Morgana. Voters 
remain skeptical about the alli-
ance’s commitment to elevating 
an alleged political non-starter 
into a stalwart of coalition poli-
tics.

The protest’s impact and 
future strategies remain to be 
seen. Yet the contest is increas-
ingly being framed as a battle for 
prominence between Narendra 
Modi and Rahul Gandhi. This 
could be one of the principal out-
comes of the Congress’s Ramlila 
Maidan experiment, something 
the party may be content to cel-
ebrate.

An exasperated street spec-
tacle may offer temporary relief. 
The real battlefield lies in the 
campaigns and electoral out-
comes in the states going to the 
polls in the coming days. Modi 
may yet deliver another electoral 
masterstroke to his opponents, 
while impending defeats could 
further weaken the INDIA bloc, 
electorally and existentially.

The Ramlila rally’s scale and 
significance do not warrant ele-
vating it to a JP moment for Con-
gress and its allies. Unlike dur-
ing Indira Gandhi’s Emergency, 
today’s electorate has a clearer 
understanding of electoral free-
dom and democratic rights. India 
has progressed as a democracy 
and emerged as an exemplary 
model, increasingly acknowl-
edged and praised even in the 
Western world.

The JP Movement led by 
Jayaprakash Narayan 
challenged Indira Gan-

dhi’s authoritarianism between 
1974 and 1977. Its call for Sam-
poorna Kranti, or Total Revolu-
tion, united opposition parties 
and contributed to her defeat. 
The movement declared that 
electoral victory did not confer 
unlimited authority. It reminded 
the government that democratic 
legitimacy must be sustained 
through accountability, transpar-
ency and public participation.

The movement began in 
December 1973 with student pro-
tests in parts of Gujarat. It gained 
national attention when mount-
ing pressure forced Chief Minis-
ter Chimanbhai Patel to resign 
in February 1974. Protests subse-
quently spread across states and 
culminated in JP’s massive Ram-
lila Maidan rally on 25 June 1975.

Indira Gandhi’s rule wit-
nessed ruthless atrocities and 
crackdowns often compared 
with colonial-era repression. 
Public indignation was ulti-
mately reflected in the massive 
electoral defeat inflicted on her 
in the March 1977 general elec-
tion.

The INDIA bloc sought a sim-
ilar protest against the Narendra 
Modi government. It argued that 
street mobilization could bring 
regime change, drawing inspira-
tion from countries where mass 
demonstrations had toppled 
governments. The street protests 
in Paris, France, were cited as an 
early catalyst.

The same parties that once 
celebrated democracy now por-
tray India as a country where 
democracy is supposedly dying 
under Modi. They trace this 
decline to 2014, when voters 
made a different choice. Modi’s 
opponents expected the political 
outsider, unfamiliar with India’s 
dynastic traditions, to fade away. 
Instead, he remained in power 
through three successive elec-
toral victories.

More than a decade out of 
power has weakened the Con-
gress, exposing stagnation 
among its leaders and cadres. 
The electoral opportunities it 
has lost, in the states and nation-
ally, since Modi came to power 
have been costly.

The Congress-INDIA protest 
at Ramlila Maidan on November 
1 was an eye-opener, even for 
the Congress. It appeared to be 
a final attempt to assert politi-
cal relevance and recover some 
much-needed oxygen before its 
fortunes declined further.

The claim that a million peo-
ple would attend fell flat, with 
the actual turnout considerably 
below the projected figure. Even 
the cameras could not conceal 
the disparity. The INDIA bloc 
also appeared to have lost sight 
of its political objectives. Unable 
to translate its efforts into elec-
toral gains, it seemed preoc-
cupied with its SIR playbook. 
Its allegation that the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) was a 
complete hoax appeared to be 
another attempt to keep the 

M.R. LALU
Freelance Journalist 
and Social Worker

Tsunami preparedness essential to protect lives
Tsunamis, triggered by underwater earthquakes, volcanic eruptions or landslides, 
can cause devastating destruction across coastal regions. Over the past century, 58 
tsunamis have claimed approximately 2.6 lakh lives. Rising sea levels and growing 
coastal populations have increased vulnerability. These massive waves can travel at 
speeds exceeding 500 kmph, sometimes reaching extraordinary heights. Immediate 
evacuation to higher ground following strong earthquakes is crucial. World Tsunami 
Awareness Day, observed on November 5, reminds humanity of the catastrophic 2004 
disaster and the importance of preparedness.

Dr Ganapathi Bhat, Akola

Excessive working hours threaten public safety
India’s economic growth may be creating employment opportunities, but decent working 
conditions remain elusive. Development economist Jean Drèze recently highlighted the 
growing prevalence of stressful, hazardous and poorly paid jobs. Railway loco pilots and 
app-based cab drivers frequently endure exhausting shifts, increasing fatigue and com-
promising safety. Such demanding schedules expose workers and passengers to serious 
accident risks. Authorities must enforce reasonable working hours, adequate rest periods 
and improved workplace conditions. Economic progress should guarantee workers dig-
nity, safety and security rather than prolonged exploitation.

Sujit De, Kolkata

India’s democratic strength depends on protecting cultural diversity, constitutional freedoms and social equality 
while resisting intolerance, inherited discrimination and attempts to impose cultural uniformity nationwide.

Culture represents the 
collective experience 
of humanity, shaped by 

centuries of social interaction, 
traditions, languages, beliefs 
and creative expression. India’s 
extraordinary cultural diversity 
reflects this continuous evolu-
tion. However, when cultural 
traditions become instruments 
of political authority or social 
domination, they threaten the 
democratic values that hold 
society together.

No community possesses an 
exclusive claim over national 
culture. India’s identity emerges 
from numerous religious, lin-
guistic, regional and indigenous 
traditions. Attempts to establish 
one cultural interpretation as 
superior risk undermining the 
country’s pluralistic character. 
Genuine national unity requires 
mutual respect rather than com-
pulsory conformity.

Historical inequalities have 
frequently survived under the 
protection of social customs. 
Patriarchal structures, inherited 
privileges and rigid hierarchies 
have often restricted individual 
freedom. While families and 
communities provide emotional 
security and social belonging, 
traditions cannot justify discrim-
ination, exploitation or unques-
tioning obedience.

Caste discrimination remains 
particularly concerning. Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar recognised caste as 
a system of graded inequality 
that undermines human dig-
nity. Despite constitutional safe-
guards, prejudice against Dalits, 

opposition to inter-caste mar-
riages and violence over family 
honour continue to expose soci-
ety’s resistance to meaningful 
reform. Religion, similarly, can 
inspire compassion, morality 
and solidarity. 

Problems emerge when reli-
gious beliefs are imposed upon 
others through intimidation or 
coercion. Restrictions on per-
sonal choices, food habits, artis-
tic expression and intellectual 
debate weaken individual liberty. 
Protecting religious freedom 
must never become an excuse for 
suppressing dissent.

The Indian Constitution estab-
lishes equality, liberty and free-

dom of conscience as essential 
democratic principles. Articles 
14, 15, 19 and 25 provide impor-
tant protections against discrimi-
nation and arbitrary restrictions. 
These guarantees belong equally 
to every citizen, irrespective of 
religious affiliation, social back-
ground or political opinion.

Democracy involves consid-
erably more than winning elec-
tions. Electoral majorities cannot 
legitimately override constitu-
tional rights or silence minority 
voices. Its true strength lies in 
independent institutions, impar-
tial law enforcement and the 
freedom to challenge established 
practices without fear. 

Modern communication plat-
forms have complicated this 
responsibility. Although social 
media encourages participa-
tion, it also spreads misinforma-
tion, hostility and intolerance. 
Writers, journalists, academics 
and artists increasingly encoun-
ter pressure when expressing 
unpopular opinions. Article 
51A(h) emphasises scientific tem-
per, humanism and the spirit of 
inquiry and reform. 

Educational institutions 
must therefore encourage crit-
ical thinking, constitutional 
awareness and informed debate 
instead of promoting unques-
tioning acceptance of inherited 
beliefs.

Governments must protect 
citizens against intimidation, 
ensure accountability and defend 
legitimate creative expression. 
Young people and intellectuals 
must confront prejudice through 
peaceful engagement, reason 
and constructive dialogue. 

India’s future depends not 
upon erasing differences but 
upon respecting them. Cultural 
traditions gain strength through 
openness, adaptation and 
exchange. A truly democratic 
society honours its heritage while 
permitting citizens to question 
injustice. Ultimately, protecting 
cultural diversity and safeguard-
ing constitutional democracy are 
inseparable responsibilities.

Cultural Diversity Strengthens The 
Foundations Of Democracy

Dr. Kolahalam 
Ramkishore
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No need to launch 
agitation on every issue.            

Dattatreya Hosabale,                    
RSS general secretary

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Wednesday said 
laws that penalise having 
more than two children 
have lost their relevance 
as the fear of overpopula-
tion has crumbled due to 
demographic changes in 
the past few decades.

Observing that India’s 
total fertility rate (TFR) 
has fallen from 3.0 to 
1.9 since 2003, the apex 
court said laws aimed 
at limiting population 
growth have now lost 
their significance. The 
top court delivered its 
verdict on a plea filed by 
Mangala Bhimrao Ingle, 
whose election as ‘sar-
panch’ of Kakoda gram 
panchayat was set aside 
on the ground that she 
was disqualified from 
contesting the polls as 

she had more than two 
children and it was in 
violation of Section 14(1)
( j-1) of the Maharashtra 
Village Panchayats Act, 
1959. A bench of Justices 
P S Narasimha and Alok 
Aradhe referred to a July 
2003 verdict of the apex 
court which, after exam-
ining the vires of the 
Haryana Panchayati Raj 
Act, 1994, had upheld 
the disqualification of 
persons with more than 
two living children from 
running or holding pan-
chayat positions.

Noting that the right to 
make reproductive deci-

sions is an integral facet 
of the right to life and 
personal liberty under 
Article 21, the top court 
referred the matter to a 
larger bench for recon-
sideration of the ratio 
laid down in Javed versus 
State of Haryana (2003 
verdict). “We are of the 
strong opinion that laws 
that penalise having more 
than two children have 
lost their relevance. The 
foundation of such laws, 
i.e. the fear of overpopu-
lation, has crumbled due 
to demographic changes 

in the past few decades,” 
the bench said.

It said a TFR of 2.1, 
known as the replace-
ment rate, would allow 
one generation to com-
pletely replace itself.

“So, even though 
India’s population is not 
yet declining, the TFR 
falling below the replace-
ment rate will soon result 
in a demographic tran-
sition towards an older 
population with a declin-
ing share of the work-
ing-age population,” the 
top court said.

“If we fail to take note 
of such demographic 
changes, India will face 
serious consequences. 
Adapting to change is 
important for achieving 
justice, as failure to adapt 
produces injustice and 
is, in a sense, an abuse of 
power,” it said.

‘Two-child norm laws 
have lost relevance’
India’s TFR has fallen from 3.0 to 1.9 since 2003, the apex court said laws 

aimed at limiting population growth have now lost their significance.
HIGHLIGHT

z SC refers 
reproductive rights 
issue to larger bench.

z 2.1 TFR ensures 
generational 
replacement.

DA hike
AHMEDABAD: The 
Gujarat govt on Wednes-
day announced a 3 per 
cent hike in DA for its 4.62 
lakh serving employees 
and 5.07 lakh pensioners, 
providing relief to over 
9.69 lakh beneficiaries 
ahead of Diwali. The deci-
sion, taken at a state cab-
inet meeting chaired by 
Chief Minister Bhupendra 
Patel, will be effective from 
July 1, 2026, and is in line 
with the Centre’s decision, 
senior cabinet member 
and government spokes-
person Jitu Vaghani said. A 
week ago, the Union Cabi-
net approved a 3 per cent 
hike in the DA for central 
government employees 
and pensioners. Vaghani 
told reporters in Gan-
dhinagar that the arrears 
for the four-month period, 
from July to October 2026, 
would be paid in a sin-
gle instalment along with 
the November salary and 
pension. The beneficia-
ries of the DA hike include 
employees of state govern-
ment departments, pan-
chayat services and other 
organisations, as well as 
retired employees covered 
under the Sixth and Sev-
enth Pay Commissions.

Red Notice
NEW DELHI: A Red Cor-
ner Notice was issued 
through Interpol at the 
request of Delhi Police, 
following which the 
accused was traced and 
arrested by UAE author-
ities. According to the 
CBI, the accused and 
an accomplice allegedly 
administered an intoxi-
cating substance to the 
woman, rendering her 
unconscious. He then 
allegedly took her to a 
hotel and fraudulently 
checked in using third-
party identity documents 
to avoid detection before 
sexually assaulting her.

Medical and forensic 
reports reportedly cor-
roborated the allegations. 
A comprehensive charg-
esheet has already been 
filed before the compe-
tent court.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI/RAIPUR: Dr. 
Anil Dixit, Joint Director, 
ICAR–National Institute of 
Biotic Stress Management 
(ICAR-NIBSM), Raipur, 
Chhattisgarh, has been 
conferred the prestigious 
Noble Leadership and 
Academician Award by 
Agri Meet Foundation, 
Bharat, and Agriculture 
Wali Research Founda-
tion, New Delhi, in recog-
nition of his outstanding 
contributions to agricul-
tural sciences, research 
leadership, academic 
excellence and research 
management.

The award was con-
ferred during the 8th 

Global Agriculture Con-
ference – NAARI-2026, 
themed “Nurturing Agri-
cultural Advancement 
through Research & 
Innovation”, organised 
from 15–17 October 2026 
at New Delhi. The award 
was presented during the 
valedictory ceremony on 
17 October 2026, follow-

ing the recommendations 
of the Award Screening 
Committee.

Dr. Dixit has made sig-
nificant contributions 
to agricultural research, 
particularly in the areas 
of weed science, crop 
health management and 
biotic stress manage-
ment. With more than 
three decades of distin-
guished service in the 
Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research (ICAR), 
he has played impor-
tant roles in scientific 
research, institutional 
administration, academic 
development, human 
resource development 
and research manage-
ment.

ICAR-NIBSM’s Dr Anil 
Dixit wins leadership award
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CLOSE UP

Ayushmann Khurrana’s 
journey beyond the ordinary  

12  

OTT Watch

ative risks, challenge himself 
and explore new possibilities 
as an actor. He further said that 
he wants to be part of films that 
offer something new to viewers 
while keeping entertainment 
at the centre. The apprecia-
tion received by ‘Udta Teer’, 
he believes, reflects how audi-
ences are increasingly open 
to unusual premises and fresh 
storytelling when the content 
connects with them. The actor 
also expressed gratitude to the 
directors, writers and produc-

tion teams who have trusted 
him with unconventional proj-
ects. He acknowledged that 
audience support has helped 
such stories find their place in 
mainstream entertainment.

Up next, Ayushmann will 
be seen in Sooraj Barjatya’s 
romantic family drama ‘Yeh 
Prem Mol Liya’. The film also 
features Sharvari, Anupam 
Kher, Supriya Pathak, Seema 
Pahwa, Saumya Tandon, Shaad 
Randhawa and Swanand Kirkire 
in important roles.

“When you are young, you can do all 
the things they want to see you doing. 
But after a certain time, those things 

become a little difficult. After a certain 
age, some of those things become 

difficult.”      
Shahid Kapoor 

Minions bring 
mischief to 
JioHotstar 

Under Siege  
brings history  

to Netflix
Under Siege revis-
its Colombia’s 1985 

Palace of Justice siege, 
when M-19 guerrillas 
took over 300 people 

hostage. The eight-
part series explore the 
military operation, its 

aftermath and decades-
long fight for justice.

The Vvaan arrives 
on Prime Video 
Sidharth Malhotra’s 

return to his ancestral 
village turns mysteri-

ous when he breaks an 
ancient seal inside a 

forbidden forest. The 
fantasy thriller, also star-
ring Tamannaah Bhatia, 
arrives on Prime Video 

on November 6, debuting 
as rental.

Muhammad Ali’s 
life gets a series  
The Greatest traces 

Muhammad Ali’s journey 
from heavyweight boxing 
champion to global cul-

tural icon. The biograph-
ical series explores his 
sporting achievements, 

religious conversion and 
political activism, high-
lighting the beliefs that 

shaped his extraordinary 
legacy.

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

Paula finds joy in voicing for  
‘The Cat in the Hat’

Central Chronicle News

He trusts fresh 
narratives, creative 
risks and audience 
acceptance.

Actor Ayushmann 
Khurrana has 
opened up about 

his career choices and 
his belief in exploring 
unconventional sto-
ries. Since making his 
Bollywood debut with 
‘Vicky Donor’ in 2012, 
the actor has consis-
tently chosen films that 
challenge traditional 
storytelling and move 
beyond familiar Hindi 
cinema formulas. With 
projects such as ‘Dum 
Laga Ke Haisha’, ‘Shubh 
Mangal Saavdhan’, ‘And-
hadhun’, ‘Article 15’ and 
‘Dream Girl’, Ayush-
mann has carved a dis-
tinct identity through 
content-driven cinema. 
Speaking about his jour-
ney, the actor said he 
has always believed in 
walking the road less 
travelled. He added 
that his choices, includ-
ing his recent projects 
‘Udta Teer’, ‘Yeh Prem 
Mol Liya’ and ‘Mupapa’, 
reflect his desire to 
explore fresh concepts 
and different genres. 
Ayushmann also cred-
ited audiences for giving 
him the confidence to 
experiment with stories 
that are different from 
conventional commer-
cial films. According to 
him, their trust allows 
him to take cre-

Central Chronicle News

Actor-writer Paula 
Pell voices Patty, a 
strict landlady, in 

the animated film The Cat 
in the Hat, based on Dr 
Seuss’ children’s book. 
Known for 30 Rock and 
voice roles in Inside Out 
and Riley’s First Date? 
Pell calls the movie a fun 
and sweet story filled 
with adventure and trans-
formation. Pell plays 
Patty, who rents a home 
to Carmen and her chil-
dren. A firm believer in 
rules, she bans pets and 
initially appears unpleas-
ant. However, the char-
acter gradually changes, 

making the role enjoyable 
for Pell. She loves playing 
someone who seems like 
an enemy but eventually 
undergoes a transforma-
tion. To develop Patty’s 
voice, Pell drew inspira-
tion from real-life land-
lords and landladies she 

had encountered. She 
describes her character 
as a difficult person who 
can be quite a handful. 
The actor recalled grow-
ing up with Dr Seuss’ 
books, revealing that Hop 
on Pop was among the 
first books she learned 

to read. She enjoyed the 
film’s imaginative world, 
especially its idea of trav-
elling to unfamiliar places 
and returning home. Pell 
credited directors Erica 
Rivinoja and Alessandro 
Carloni for encourag-
ing improvisation and 
allowing her to explore 
different interpretations 
of Patty. She appreci-
ated their openness to 
varied approaches while 

following the script. She 
believes The Cat in the 
Hat endures because it 
brings joy and adventure 
to audiences of all ages. 
In a world that often feels 
overwhelming, Pell feels 
people need more laugh-
ter and fun. She added 
that children and adults 
alike seek stories that 
invite them into joyful 
adventures.

The voice cast features 
Bill Hader, Matt Berry, 
Quinta Brunson, Xochitl 
Gomez, Giancarlo Espos-
ito and America Ferrera. 
The film releases in India 
on November 5 in Hindi 
and English.

Ayushmann will 
next be seen in 
Yeh Prem Mol Liya.

Ayushmann Khurrana continues choosing stories that challenge cinematic expectations.

HIGHLIGHT

z Paula Pell brings 
warmth and humour 
to Patty’s animated 
transformation.

CineBriefs
BEST OF THE REST

Trending on Insta
@karanwahi 

Karan Wahi revisits his 
television debut          
Karan Wahi celebrates 22 years of his television 
debut with Remix, sharing nostalgic behind-the-
scenes pictures with the cast and crew. He also 
thanks fans for their constant love and recalls his 
journey from Delhi to Mumbai.

Rohit Sharma recently shared a hilarious 
memory from his courtship days with wife 
Ritika Sajdeh, offering a glimpse into their 
playful relationship. Recalling a pre-wedding 
prank, the cricketer revealed that he once jok-
ingly told Ritika she would have to learn cook-
ing after marriage because his mother wanted 
him to marry someone who knew how to 
cook. The comment caused a little tension 
between the couple, but things eventually set-
tled. Rohit clarified that he was only teasing 
her. The couple, who tied the knot on Decem-
ber 13, 2015, first met during an advertisement 
shoot in 2008 and are now parents to daugh-
ter Samaira and son Ahaan.

Ed Sheeran has revealed how his Bollywood 
debut song ‘Tu Mil Jaaye’ came together for 
Shah Rukh Khan’s upcoming film ‘King’. The 
British singer-songwriter wrote and recorded 
his English rap verse on the same night he 
met composers Sachin-Jigar at Khan’s Mum-
bai residence, Mannat. Featuring vocals 
by Sheeran and Arijit Singh, the track was 
released on November 2, coinciding with 
Shah Rukh Khan’s 61st birthday. Sheeran 
recalled how his friendship with Khan began 
and praised the collaboration, calling the 
project a meeting of his favourite people. 
Directed by Siddharth Anand, ‘King’ releases 
December 24.

Hot Pair
Rohit and Ritika’s sweet  

pre-wedding story 

Music

King brings Ed Sheeran and 
Arijit together 

Web Series

The Royals begins filming  
its second season

Netflix’s romantic drama ‘The Royals’ is 
returning with its second season, as filming 
has officially begun. Ishaan Khatter, Zeenat 
Aman, Sakshi Tanwar, Vihaan Samat and Kavya 
Trehan will reprise their roles in the series. 
Set in the fictional royal family of Morpur, the 
new season promises more romance, humour, 
family drama and unexpected relationships. 
Creators Rangita and Ishita Pritish Nandy 
expressed excitement about continuing the 
story following the first season’s global success. 
Directed by Nitya Mehra and Tanuj Chopra, the 
upcoming season will introduce fresh charac-
ters, rivalries and developments.
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The Minions return to 
JioHotstar with another 

hilarious adventure, 
turning simple situations 

into complete chaos. 
Directed by Pierre Coffin 
and Patrick Delage, Min-
ions and Monsters bring 

slapstick humour and 
mischievous energy for 

family viewing.

&Glitters

Paula Pell voices Patty.

Helen Webb returns to 
balancing family life 

and her secret career 
as an assassin in Black 

Doves Season 2. Starring 
Keira Knightley and Ben 
Whishaw, the gripping 

British spy thriller 
streams on Netflix.

Secrets and Spies 
return in Black 

Doves



Twenty-six years after 
its formation, Chhattis-
garh is celebrating its 

journey with a three-day Raj-
yotsav, bringing its culture, 
traditions and achievements 
into focus. November 1 
marks the foundation day of 
the state, which was carved 
out of Madhya Pradesh in 
2000.

This year’s celebration 
holds special significance as 
Chhattisgarh marks its first 
Rajyotsav following the dec-
laration of freedom from 
Naxalism. The occasion 
offers an opportunity to look 
beyond development mile-
stones and appreciate the 
cultural identity that makes 
the state distinctive.

From the tribal heart-
lands of Bastar to the folk 
traditions of the plains, 
Chhattisgarh has a cultural 
landscape shaped by genera-
tions of communities. Its art 
forms, music, dance, crafts 
and festivals continue to pre-
serve stories of local life and 
ancestral knowledge. Tradi-
tional performances such as 
Panthi, Raut Nacha and Sua 
dance reflect the region’s 

collective spirit, while folk 
songs bring alive its everyday 
experiences, beliefs and cel-
ebrations.

The state is also known 
for its rich craft heritage. 
Bastar’s bell-metal work, 
wrought iron craft, wooden 
carvings and terracotta cre-
ations showcase the skill of 
local artisans. These hand-
made traditions are more 

than decorative expressions; 
they represent a close rela-
tionship between commu-

nities, nature and their sur-
roundings.

Food, too, is an impor-

tant part of Chhattisgarh’s 
cultural identity. Local 
favourites such as chila, 
fara, angakar roti and bore 
baasi reflect the simplicity of 
regional ingredients and tra-
ditional cooking practices.

As the state completes 26 
years, Rajyotsav becomes 
more than an anniversary 
celebration. It is a reminder 
of the diverse traditions, 
artistic expressions and 
community stories that give 
Chhattisgarh its character. 
The three-day festivities pro-
vide a platform to celebrate 
this heritage while looking 
towards the future.

HIGHLIGHT

z Three days of celebrations 
highlight the state’s artistic 
and traditional richness.
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The nine-yard story of Maharashtra’s cultural pride
Central Chronicle News

Few garments capture the 
cultural soul of Maharash-
tra as beautifully as the 

Nauvari saree. Draped in nine 
yards of fabric, it is not merely 
an expression of traditional 
fashion but a living symbol of 
the region’s history, identity 
and artistic heritage. Its distinc-
tive silhouette carries stories of 
women who shaped everyday 
life, preserved customs and 
challenged the boundaries of 
their time.

The name Nauvari comes 
from the Marathi word for 
nine yards, referring to the 
saree’s traditional length. Its 
unique draping style, with fab-
ric tucked between the legs, 
resembles a dhoti and allows 
greater freedom of movement. 

This practical design made it 
suitable for women engaged in 
agricultural work, household 
responsibilities and other phys-
ically demanding activities. His-
torical and cultural accounts 
also associate the style with 
Maratha women warriors, add-
ing an enduring image of cour-

age to its legacy.
The beauty of the Nauvari 

lies in the details. Rich colours, 
woven borders and traditional 
motifs reflect Maharashtra’s 
textile traditions. Paithani silk, 
known for its intricate pea-
cock designs and elaborate zari 
work, is a treasured choice for 
special occasions. The saree is 
often complemented by a tra-

ditional nath, green glass ban-
gles, a crescent-shaped bindi 
and Maharashtrian jewellery, 
creating an ensemble deeply 
rooted in regional aesthetics.

Across generations, the Nau-
vari has remained an impor-
tant part of festivals, weddings, 
religious ceremonies and folk 
performances. Its presence 
during celebrations such as 

Rare flute sheds 
light on troy

Archaeologists 
have discovered 
a 2,800-year-old 
bone flute at the 
ancient city of Troy 
in modern-day 
Turkey. It is believed 
to be the first musical instrument unearthed at the 
historic site in more than 150 years of excavations. 
The flute dates to the eighth century BCE, around 
the time Homer is believed to have composed 
The Iliad and The Odyssey. The discovery offers 
valuable evidence of Troy’s musical culture and 
how music may have featured in religious rituals 
and everyday life.

Gulliver’s 
travels 
complete  
300 years 

Jonathan Swift’s 
Gulliver’s Travels 
has completed 
300 years 
since its first 
publication in October 1726. The famous novel 
follows Captain Lemuel Gulliver on extraordinary 
journeys to imaginary lands, using humour and 
adventure to explore human behaviour, politics 
and society. Despite being written three centuries 
ago, its sharp observations remain relevant 
today. An exhibition at Trinity College Dublin 
is celebrating the milestone with rare editions, 
illustrations and adaptations showcasing the 
book’s remarkable literary journey.

When ceilings 
become works  
of art 

A unique campaign 
in England is asking 
visitors to lie down 
and admire the beauty 
of historic ceilings. 
Called ‘Lie Down 
and Look Up’, the initiative by English Heritage 
features five historic sites with stunning ceiling 
designs, golden stars and intricate plasterwork. 
Visitors can use cushions to comfortably enjoy 
the artwork above them. Highlights include Queen 
Victoria’s seaside retreat, Osborne, and Bolsover 
Castle, offering a fresh way to explore England’s 
architectural and artistic heritage.

A paw print  
frozen in time 

Archaeologists 
have discovered 
a 4,000-year-old 
dog paw print on 
a mud brick at 
Tavsanli Hoyuk in 
western Turkey. 
The brick was 
found among the remains of a Bronze Age 
house destroyed by fire. Researchers believe 
a dog stepped on it while the brick was drying 
in the sun. The discovery offers a fascinating 
glimpse into ancient daily life and highlights the 
long-standing bond between humans and dogs 
in the region.

The 1,600-year-old 
colour trick 

Romans created a 
remarkable glass 
vessel 1,600 years 
ago that changes 
colour with light. 
Known as the 
Lycurgus Cup, it appears green in reflected light 
and red when illuminated directly. Scientists 
have now recreated this ancient technique using 
tiny gold and silver nanoparticles embedded in 
glass. A researcher at the University of Sheffield 
successfully developed a similar formula using 
materials available to Roman artisans, revealing 
the fascinating science behind this ancient 
invention.

A 1907 painting’s remarkable journey  

A painting by Russian artist Wassily Kandinsky 
has sold for nearly $42 million at a London 
auction. Created in 1907, Das bunte Leben was 
stolen by the Nazis during World War II from its 
Dutch Jewish owners. After spending decades 
in a German museum, it was returned to the 
family’s heirs in 2023. The colourful masterpiece, 
inspired by Russian folklore, has now made 
headlines with its record-breaking sale, bringing 
renewed attention to its remarkable history.

Chhattisgarh completes 26 years since formation

The nauvari carries centuries of 
Maharashtrian history.

Ganesh Chaturthi and Gudi 
Padwa reflects the pride with 
which women embrace their 
cultural roots.

Today, contemporary 
designers are reimagining the 
Nauvari through lighter fab-
rics, innovative draping and 
pre-stitched versions. Yet, its 
cultural significance remains 
untouched. More than an heir-
loom garment, the Nauvari is 
a celebration of Maharashtra’s 
artistic traditions, feminine 
strength and the enduring 
beauty of Indian craftsman-
ship.

NIF prize celebrates Indian non-fiction
The shortlist for 

the Kamaladevi 
C h a t t o p a d h y a y 
NIF Book Prize 
2026 features five 
non-fiction books 
exploring India’s 
history, Constitu-
tion, development 
and cultural jour-
ney. The selected 
titles include works 
by Narayani Basu, 
Sam Dalrymple, 
Rohit De and Ornit 
Shani, Devesh 
Kapur and Arvind 

Subramanian, and Sumana Ramanan. Published in 2025, these 
books offer different perspectives on modern India, its people 
and its changing identity. The winner will be announced in 
December and receive a cash prize of Rs 15 lakh at the Banga-
lore Literature Festival on December 12. The award was estab-
lished in 2018 to encourage quality writing about India.

Kolkata’s Museum of Word offers 
a refreshing way to explore India’s 
linguistic heritage through interac-
tive experiences. Located at historic 
Belvedere House, the country’s first 
immersive language museum fea-
tures nine galleries across twelve 
rooms. Visitors can explore lan-
guages through sound, touch, 
visuals and storytelling. From an 
immersive installation celebrating 
Indian languages to ancient scripts, 
inscriptions and digital exhibits, 
every section makes learning engag-
ing. The museum also showcases 
emotions through classical dance 
and art. With wheelchair accessibil-
ity, affordable entry and freedom to 
explore at one’s own pace, Museum 
of Word celebrates the beauty, 
diversity and cultural significance 
of India’s mother tongues.

LINGUISTIC TREASURES

Kolkata’s unique museum brings words to life

Art & Culture
STATE CULTURE

Chhattisgarh 
at 26: A 

celebration of 
culture and 

heritage
Twenty-six years on,  

Chhattisgarh continues to cherish  
its colourful traditions.

HIGHLIGHT

z More than attire, 
the Nauvari carries 
Maharashtra’s stories across 
generations. 
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PARIS:  Record seven-
time champion Novak 
Djokovic survived a 
major scare before 
defeating big-serving Val-
entin Vacherot 6-7 (5), 
7-5, 6-1 in the opening 
round of the Paris Mas-
ters on Tuesday.

The 24-time Grand 
Slam champion over-
came three crucial break 
points at 4-4 in the sec-
ond set, preventing his 

Monaco opponent from 
serving for the match.

Vacherot, who 
defeated Djokovic in last 
year’s Shanghai Masters 
semifinals, troubled the 
Serbian superstar with 22 
aces and powerful serv-
ing.

Djokovic struggled 
initially but regained 
control after breaking 
Vacherot late in the sec-
ond set. He dominated 
the decider and sealed 
victory with a brilliant 

backhand winner.
Both players required 

medical attention dur-

ing the second set, with 
Djokovic receiving treat-
ment on his right shoul-

der and Vacherot having 
his left ankle strapped.

Djokovic is chasing his 
103rd career singles title, 
which would put him 
level with Roger Federer.

Meanwhile, third seed 
Ben Shelton defeated 
Cameron Norrie 6-3, 6-4 
to register his 42nd vic-
tory this season.

Taylor Fritz recov-
ered to beat Benjamin 
Bonzi 3-6, 6-3, 6-4, while 
Tommy Paul defeated 
Holger Rune 7-5, 6-4.

Press Trust Of India

Indian badminton star 
believes experience, 
fitness and passion 
can extend sporting 
success.

NEW DELHI:  Indian bad-
minton superstar PV 
Sindhu has declared that 
age is merely a num-
ber as she prepares for 
the season-ending BWF 
World Tour Finals in 
China from December 9 
to 13, insisting that “31 is 
the new 21.”

The two-time Olym-
pic medallist has secured 
qualification for the 
prestigious tournament 
following an impressive 
resurgence that has lifted 
her to sixth in the world 
rankings and fifth in the 
World Tour qualification 
standings.

Sindhu captured her 
second title of the season 
at the Hylo Open Super 
500 on Sunday, having 
previously won the Japan 
Open in July. She also fin-
ished runner-up at the 
French Open last month.

The 31-year-old Hyder-
abad shuttler believes 
consistent performances 
naturally translate into 
improved rankings and 
greater confidence.

“I’m happy that I’ve 
climbed into the top six 
now. If you perform well 
and win tournaments, 
you don’t have to think 
only about the ranking,” 
Sindhu said.

Representing the cel-
ebrated generation fea-

turing Carolina Marín, 
Nozomi Okuhara, Ratcha-
nok Intanon and Tai 
Tzu-ying, Sindhu remains 
confident of compet-
ing successfully against 
younger challengers.

She emphasised that 
maintaining physical 
fitness, managing work-
loads and making intel-
ligent scheduling deci-
sions were essential for 
extending her career.

“I’m not young any-
more, but 31 is the new 
21,” she remarked, 
expressing confidence 
about returning to her 
previous dominant form.

Sindhu revealed that 
she deliberately skipped 
certain tournaments, 
including the Korea 
Open, to prioritise recov-
ery and prepare for 
upcoming competitions.

Reflecting on her 
recent victories, the for-
mer world champion 
admitted that success 
now carries greater 
emotional significance 
because experience has 
taught her to understand 
setbacks and manage 
pressure.

According to Sindhu, 
the excitement of 
winning remains 

unchanged, although 
her approach towards 
training, competi-
tion and recovery has 
become considerably 
more mature.

She also acknowl-
edged badminton’s 
evolving demands, par-
ticularly the proposed 
transition to a 15-point 
scoring system, which 
would require players to 
adapt their strategies.

Sindhu credited her 
support team, including 
strength and condition-
ing coach Wayne Lom-
bard, physiotherapist 
Shreyasi Sanjay, Heera 

Mundluru and coach 
Irwansyah Adi Pratama, 
for helping maintain her 
fitness.

Daily assessments of 
her physical condition 
guide training intensity 
and tournament partici-
pation.

With renewed confi-
dence, improved rank-
ings and sustained moti-
vation, Sindhu believes 
she can challenge the 
world’s best again, 
demonstrating that 
experience and determi-
nation remain powerful 
assets in international 
badminton.

Second-string 
India face 
Pakistan in SAFF 
Championships 
opening match

DHAKA:  A second 
string Indian team, with 
just 18 players avail-
able, will face arch rivals 
Pakistan in their open-
ing match of the South 
Asian Football Federation 
(SAFF) Championships 
here on Thursday. India 
are the defending cham-
pions but the main team 
is not taking part in the 
tournament in view of 
the away international 
friendly matches against 
New Zealand, on Novem-
ber 12 and 15 in Auckland 
and Christchurch, respec-
tively. There is also the 
issue of the reluctance of 
the Indian Super League 
(ISL) clubs to release 
players in the midst of 
the ongoing season, as 
Thursday’s match against 
Pakistan falls on a date 
outside the FIFA interna-
tional window (Novem-
ber 9-17). 

| DJOKOVIC BATTLES THROUGH |

Novak Djokovic survives Vacherot scare in Paris Masters
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American tennis star 
Robin Montgomery 
finds renewed confi-
dence through injuries 
and self-discovery.

CHENNAI:  American 
tennis player Robin 
Montgomery believes 
her injury struggles have 
helped her discover that 
life extends beyond ten-
nis, giving her renewed 
confidence and perspec-
tive.

The 22-year-old left-
hander, who defeated 
fourth seed Panna 
Udvardy in her Chennai 
Open opener, admitted 
that prolonged injury 
setbacks provided oppor-
tunities for personal 
growth.

A former junior world 
champion, Montgomery 
captured both singles and 
doubles titles at the 2021 

US Open junior champi-
onships. She made her 
senior Grand Slam debut 
at just 16.

However, a serious 
wrist injury interrupted 
her promising career, 
forcing her to reconsider 
her priorities.

“Tennis is me, but 

that’s not the only thing 
that matters,” Montgom-
ery said, explaining how 
discovering new hobbies 
strengthened her identity 
beyond sport.

Raised in Washing-
ton DC, she credits her 
mother and great-grand-
mother for developing 

her independence and 
determination.

Her partnership with 
Ashlyn Krueger, which 
produced a women’s 
doubles final appearance 
at the 2026 US Open, has 
also improved her confi-
dence at the net.

Montgomery previ-
ously claimed her maiden 
WTA singles title at the 
Rosmalen Open, becom-
ing the lowest-ranked 
woman to win a tour-
level grasscourt title.

|  M O N T G O M E R Y ’ S  R E M A R K A B L E  C O M E B A C K |
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“Sanju and I share a special 
bond. Our conversations 

are about cricket, 
confidence, and enjoying 
the game with a smile.” 

Sachin Tendulkar  
Legendary Indian cricketer 
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FINALS SHOWDOWN BECKONS

Rybakina And Sabalenka head strong 
groups for season ending WTA Finals

INDIAN WELLS:  World No. 1 Elena 
Rybakina and second-ranked Aryna Saba-
lenka headline the WTA Finals singles 
groups as the season-ending tournament 
begins Sunday at Indian Wells Tennis Gar-
den. Defending champion Rybakina leads 
Group 1 alongside Americans Coco Gauff 
and Jessica Pegula, and Linda Noskova. 
Sabalenka heads Group 2, featuring Mirra 
Andreeva, Elina Svitolina and Karolina 
Muchova. The eight players will compete 

in round-robin matches, with the top two 
from each group advancing to the semi-
finals. Rybakina defeated Sabalenka in 
last year’s final and is aiming to retain her 
crown. Andreeva, Muchova and Noskova 
will make their tournament debuts. The 
championships return to outdoor courts 
for the first time since 2023. Gabriela 
Dabrowski-Luisa Stefani and Taylor 
Townsend-Katerina Siniakova lead the 
doubles groups. PTI

Robin Montgomery discovers life 
beyond tennis after injury setbacks

Sindhu targets World Tour 
Finals with renewed confidence
Two-time Olympic medallist PV Sindhu believes age cannot diminish her ambitions as she prepares for 

the BWF World Tour Finals following another impressive title-winning performance this season.

VILLARREAL:   Defending champions 
Paris Saint-Germain produced a sensa-
tional attacking display against Villarreal, 
scoring four goals within the opening 17 
minutes to establish a new Champions 
League record on Tuesday. According to 
UEFA, PSG became the fastest team to 
score four goals in a Champions League 
match, surpassing Real Madrid’s previ-
ous record of 20 minutes against Dinamo 
Zagreb in 2011. Joao Neves opened the 

scoring in the ninth minute before Desire 
Doue doubled the advantage three min-
utes later. Senny Mayulu struck in the 13th 
minute, while Fabian Ruiz completed the 
remarkable scoring burst four minutes 
later. Despite missing several key players, 
including Ousmane Dembele, Marquin-
hos, Nuno Mendes and Khvicha Kvaratsk-
helia, PSG dominated proceedings. Vil-
larreal’s defensive mistakes contributed 
significantly to the early collapse. PTI

PSG’S RECORD BLITZ

PSG create Champions League history 
with four goals inside record 17 minutes

KORDA’S REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT

BARCELONA TRIUMPHS CONVINCINGLY

DAYTONA BEACH: American golf 
superstar Nelly Korda has secured 
the LPGA Player of the Year award 
for the second time in three seasons, 
moving within one point of Hall of 
Fame qualification. The 28-year-old 
enjoyed another outstanding sea-
son, claiming four titles, including 
two majors at The Chevron Champi-
onship and the US Women’s Open. 
Korda secured the prestigious hon-
our with three tournaments remain-
ing after her closest challengers 
became mathematically unable to 
overtake her. The award takes her 
Hall of Fame tally to 26 points, just 
one short of the required 27. She can 
achieve the milestone by winning 
either The Annika or the CME Group 
Tour Championship in Florida. 
Korda previously claimed the award 
in 2024. PTI

BARCELONA: Barcelona registered an 
impressive 3-0 victory over Aston Villa 
in the Champions League on Tuesday, 
but midfielder Rodri’s suspected calf 
injury overshadowed the celebrations. 
Lamine Yamal opened the scoring in the 
seventh minute after intercepting a mis-
placed pass and curling home a brilliant 
finish. Raphinha extended Barcelona’s 
advantage with goals in the 52nd and 
64th minutes, completing a comfortable 
victory at Camp Nou. However, Rodri 
was replaced by Marc Bernal at halftime 
after experiencing muscular discom-
fort. Coach Hansi Flick expressed con-
cern ahead of Sunday’s crucial La Liga 
clash against Atletico Madrid. Prince 
William attended the match supporting 
Aston Villa, whose three-match winning 
streak ended. Villa manager Unai Emery 
admitted his side must improve against 
Europe’s strongest opponents. PTI

Nelly Korda clinches LPGA player 
of the year, nears Hall of Fame

Rodri injury overshadows Barcelona’s 
commanding Champions League victory

“Vacherot second 
serves are faster 

than my first serves, 
so it’s very tough to 
play a guy in these 

conditions.”   
Novak Djokovic 

Serbian Tennis Star

HIGHLIGHT

z  Former junior 
champion credits injury 
break for discovering 
identity beyond 
professional tennis.

z Montgomery hopes 
doubles success will 
strengthen her confidence 
and improve singles 
performances.
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Gurnoor, Arshdeep 
and Kamboj shine as 
New Zealand collapse 
against Indian pace 
attack.

AUCKLAND: Virat Kohli 
produced a sparkling 74 
as India’s inexperienced 
pace attack delivered an 
outstanding performance 
to secure a five-wicket 
victory over New Zealand 
in the rain-interrupted 
opening ODI here on 
Wednesday.

A day before his 38th 
birthday, Kohli enter-
tained spectators with an 
aggressive 51-ball innings 
featuring 13 boundaries 
and one six. His brilliance 
helped India reach the 
revised target of 143 in 
22.4 overs after New Zea-
land were dismissed for 
185 in 40.2 overs.

The victory was built 
around an impressive 
bowling display from 
India’s relatively inexpe-
rienced pacers, who suc-
cessfully compensated 
for the absence of estab-
lished stars Jasprit Bum-
rah, Mohammed Siraj 
and Prasidh Krishna.

Towering fast bowler 
Gurnoor Brar exploited 
his height to generate 

uncomfortable bounce, 
returning impressive fig-
ures of 3/44. Arshdeep 
Singh spearheaded the 
attack with four wickets, 
while Anshul Kamboj 
delivered an exception-
ally disciplined spell of 
2/22, including 46 dot 
balls.

New Zealand struggled 
from the beginning as 
Arshdeep removed Will 
Young and Henry Nic-
holls cheaply. Both bat-

ters fell attempting pull 
shots against deliveries 
that climbed sharply.

Tim Seifert briefly 
counterattacked with 38, 
including an audacious 
six, before Gurnoor dis-
missed him with a short 
delivery.

Gurnoor subsequently 
produced a spectacu-
lar reflex return catch 
to remove Tom Latham, 
leaving the hosts strug-
gling.

Daryl Mitchell con-
tributed 28 and Glenn 
Phillips scored 30, but 
neither could provide the 
substantial partnership 
required to rebuild the 
innings.

Kamboj maintained 
relentless pressure 
through accurate bowl-
ing, while India’s sharp 
fielding further restricted 
New Zealand’s recovery.

Blair Tickner struck 
three late sixes against 

Arshdeep to push the 
hosts beyond 180, but 
the total remained insuf-
ficient.

India’s chase began 
disastrously when Rohit 
Sharma departed for a 
six-ball duck. However, 
Kohli immediately seized 
control, combining ele-
gant strokeplay with cal-
culated aggression.

He dominated the New 
Zealand attack through 
powerful pulls, exquisite 
cover drives and wristy 
flicks, reaching his 80th 
ODI half-century.

Captain Shubman Gill 
contributed a valuable 
37 as the pair stitched 
together a decisive 113-
run second-wicket part-
nership.

Despite repeated rain 
interruptions, Kohli 
maintained his attack-
ing rhythm and ensured 
India remained comfort-
ably ahead.

The convincing vic-
tory highlighted India’s 
emerging fast-bowling 
depth while underlin-
ing Kohli’s enduring 
match-winning ability.

For the visitors, the 
performance provided 
an encouraging begin-
ning to the ODI series and 
demonstrated the grow-
ing confidence of their 
younger players.

Central Chronicle News

Mayank Verma’s 
brilliant 81 and Dev 
Aditya’s double strike 
strengthen Chhattis-
garh’s position.

HYDERABAD:  Chhattis-
garh gained the upper 
hand against Hyderabad 
on the third day of their 
Ranji Trophy 2026-27 Elite 
Group encounter at the 
Gymkhana Ground here 
on Wednesday, leaving 
the hosts struggling at 13/2 
while chasing a challeng-
ing target of 259 runs.

At stumps, Hydera-
bad required another 246 
runs for victory with eight 
wickets remaining, setting 
up an exciting final day’s 
contest.

Chhattisgarh’s sec-
ond innings was high-
lighted by an impressive 
81 from Mayank Verma, 
who played a crucial role 
in helping his side post 
254 runs in 68.4 overs. 
Sanjeet Desai provided 
valuable support with 
a determined 51, while 
experienced all-rounder 
Dharmendra Singh Jadeja 
contributed an important 
38.

For Hyderabad, Rak-
shan Reddy and Aniket 
Reddy claimed three 
wickets each, preventing 
Chhattisgarh from build-
ing an even bigger lead.

Earlier, Chhattisgarh 
had posted 284 in their 

first innings after electing 
to bat. Captain Anuj Tiwari 
led from the front with a 
fighting 72, while Vikalp 
Tiwari struck a valuable 
69. Mayank Verma and 
Jayant Yadav contributed 
36 runs apiece.

Hyderabad’s Milind 
captured three wickets, 
while Rakshan Reddy and 
Aniket Reddy picked up 
two each.

In reply, Hyderabad 
were dismissed for 280 
in 86.1 overs, conceding 
a narrow four-run first-in-
nings lead.

Rahul Radesh top-
scored with 72, while 
Himateja contributed 46. 
Aniket Reddy added 32 
and Tanay Thyagarajan 

scored 34 to keep Hydera-
bad competitive.

However, Dharmendra 
Singh Jadeja produced 
an outstanding bowling 
performance, claiming 
five wickets to restrict the 
hosts. Jayant Yadav and 
Dev Aditya Singh sup-
ported him with two wick-
ets each.

Defending 258, Chhat-
tisgarh made a sensational 
start as Dev Aditya Singh 
struck twice within the 
opening five overs, reduc-
ing Hyderabad to 13/2.

With the pitch offering 
opportunities for bowl-
ers, Chhattisgarh will aim 
to maintain pressure and 
claim the remaining eight 
wickets on Thursday.
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Mayank shines as 
Chhattisgarh tighten 
grip on Hyderabad

Virat Kohli and quicks 
power India to 1-0 lead
Virat Kohli celebrated his approaching 38th birthday with a magnificent 74, while India’s inexperienced 

pace attack dismantled New Zealand to secure a comfortable five-wicket victory in Auckland.

Central Chronicle News

Reyansh celebrates 
his title triumph after 
defeating Vidik Karkshe 
in Chhattisgarh Squash 
Championship final.
 
RAIPUR:    Showcasing 
clinical precision and 
court dominance, Rey-
ansh emerged champion 
at the Senior Chhat-
tisgarh Squash Cham-
pionship 2026, which 
concluded with high-
voltage encounters at 
the Squash Complex in 
Budhapara, Raipur. The 
state-level tournament 
was held under the 
aegis of the Chhattisgarh 
Squash Association.

In an intensely con-
tested final, Reyansh 
defeated Vidik Karkshe 
in straight sets, 12–10, 
11–8, 11–9, to lift the cov-

eted championship tro-
phy. Despite a spirited 
fightback from Karkshe 
across all three games, 
Reyansh held his com-
posure in critical base-
line rallies to seal the 
win.

Earlier in the semi-
finals, Reyansh over-
came a gritty challenge 
from Divyam Upadhyay, 

winning 14–12, 11–7, 11–8. 
In the other semi-final 
clash, Vidik Karkshe 
outlasted Archit Saxena 
in a five-game thriller, 
11–8, 4–11, 11–8, 9–11, 11–7, 
holding his nerve in the 
deciding fifth set to earn 
his spot in the title clash.

In the third-place 
playoff, Divyam Upa-
dhyay staged an impres-

sive comeback after 
dropping the opening 
game to defeat Archit 
Saxena 5–11, 11–2, 11–8, 
securing the bronze 
position. As per the final 
standings, Reyansh fin-
ished first, Vidik Kark-
she second, Divyam 
Upadhyay third, and 
Archit Saxena fourth.

The closing cere-
mony was attended by 
Chhattisgarh Squash 
Association Vice Presi-
dent Dr. Manoj Agrawal, 
along with other key 
office-bearers and sports 
dignitaries. Lauding the 
participants, the officials 
noted that organising 
such competitive state-
level tournaments pro-
vides a vital platform 
to hone local talent and 
accelerate the growth of 
squash across Chhattis-
garh.

| REYANSH CLINCHES CHAMPIONSHIP | 

Reyansh outguns Karkshe to bag CG Squash honours

Virat Kohli, center, is congratulated by teammates after taking a catch to dismiss New Zealand’s Nathan Smith.

Anmol, Tanvi enter 
second round at 
Korea Open
YEOSU:   India’s Anmol 
Kharb and Tanvi Sharma 
produced impressive per-
formances to advance to 
the women’s singles sec-
ond round of the Korea 
Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament here 
on Wednesday. Anmol, 
who reached the semi-
finals of Hylo Open last 
week, defeated Canada’s 
Rachel Chan 21-19, 21-18 
in the opening round to 
set up a clash with second 
seed Akane Yamaguchi of 
Japan. Tanvi, the winner 
of the Taipei Open Super 
300 title, fought back 
after dropping the sec-
ond game to beat Japan’s 
Manami Suizu 21-16, 12-21, 
21-17 in her round-of-32 
match. She will face 
either Japan’s fifth seed 
Hina Akechi, or China’s 
Xu Wen Jing next.

|A S I A N  C H A M P I O N S  T R O P H Y  H O C K E Y |

FASTFACTS 

z Shilanand Lakra and 
Dilpreet Singh score 
twice each in India’s 
emphatic victory.

z Unbeaten India face 
Japan on Thursday, 
seeking another Asian 
Champions Trophy 
crown.

Press Trust Of India

Defending champions 
India thrash South 
Korea 8-1, setting up 
Japan title clash.

MOHALI: Defending cham-
pions India stormed into 
the men’s Asian Champi-
ons Trophy hockey final 
for a record-extending 
seventh time after crush-
ing South Korea 8-1 in a 
commanding semifinal 
performance here on 
Wednesday.

Maintaining their 
unbeaten run, the hosts 
produced another spec-
tacular attacking display, 
completely overwhelm-
ing their opponents to 
book a title showdown 
against Japan on Thurs-
day.

Shilanand Lakra 

struck twice in the fourth 
and 13th minutes, while 
Dilpreet Singh scored a 
brace in the 21st and 25th 
minutes.

Captain Harmanpreet 
Singh found the target in 
the ninth minute, while 
Sukhjeet Singh added 
another in the 21st. 
Angad Bir Singh extended 
India’s advantage in the 
36th minute before Vivek 

Sagar Prasad completed 
the rout in the 54th.

Sangjun Han scored 
South Korea’s consolation 
goal in the ninth minute.

India had earlier 
demolished South Korea 
8-0 during the round-
robin stage, highlighting 
their overwhelming supe-
riority.

The hosts entered the 
semifinals after topping 
the six-team league stand-
ings with five consecutive 
victories.

Earlier, Japan secured 
their final berth by defeat-
ing Malaysia in a shootout 
following a goalless draw 
in regulation time.

India will now aim to 
maintain their winning 
momentum and cap-
ture another continental 
crown before their home 
supporters.

India crush South Korea 8-1 to enter final
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JAKARTA: Indonesia’s mil-
itary is deploying more 
than 20,000 troops and 
personnel to the capi-
tal, Jakarta, officials said 
Wednesday, as authorities 
investigate an alleged ille-
gal wiretapping operation 
targeting the country’s 
president that has led to 
the detention of three 
senior police generals.

The scandal took on 
added significance after 
the presidential palace 
said the alleged wiretap-
ping targeting President 
Prabowo Subianto could 
be regarded as conduct 
“leading toward trea-

son.” Sensitive informa-
tion accessible through 
a head of state’s commu-
nications could endanger 
the state and national  
leadership, it said. 

Among those impli-
cated in the scandal is 
the presidential chief of 
staff, Gen. Listyo Sigit 
Prabowo. There are alle-

gations that Cabinet offi-
cials, politicians, journal-
ists, civil society leaders 
and business executives 
were also subjected to 
unauthorized surveil-
lance. Authorities have 
not confirmed that the 
deployment is connected 
to the wiretapping probe. 
The first phase began on 

Monday with 2,100 per-
sonnel from units already 
stationed in Jakarta.

Troops from outside 
the capital were to start 
arriving Wednesday, 

bringing the total number 
of personnel involved to 
20,980, according to the 
navy operations assistant, 
Vice Adm. Yayan Sofiyan.

The new deployments 
include troops from 
marine and navy units as 
well as training centers 
and naval bases from Java 
and Lampung province. 
An additional 13,140 per-
sonnel are on standby 
and ready for deployment 
if needed, Sofiyan said. 
Sofiyan did not elaborate 
on the purpose of the 
deployment or respond to 
questions about whether 
there were concerns 
about security or political  
tensions in Jakarta.

Press Trust Of India

Overnight Russian 
strikes on critical 
infrastructure caused 
power and water out-
ages across Kyiv and 
surrounding regions.

KYIV: Overnight attacks 
on critical infrastructure 
triggered power and 
water outages across Kyiv 
and surrounding regions 
Wednesday as rescuers 
combed through rubble 
in southern Ukraine, still 
searching for survivors 
three days after one of 
the deadliest attacks 
there in nearly five years 
of war. On Monday, mul-

tiple Russian guided 
bombs had slammed 
into a school and shelter 
in the village of Komy-
shuvakha, near the front 
line in the Zaporizhzhia 
region. 

Authorities have con-
firmed 37 deaths and 

say some 38 may still be 
trapped. Moscow showed 
no signs of letting up its 
aerial assaults elsewhere.

In Kyiv, Ukraine’s 
capital, residents were 
urged to use public 
drinking water fountains, 
and emergency cent-

res were being hastily 
set up in the worst-hit 
areas, offering hot tea 
and power points where 
people could charge up  
electrical devices.

On Tuesday, a large-s-
cale Russian attack on 
power plants and sub-
stations across nine 
regions knocked out 
power in several areas  
in and around Kyiv. 
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Stranded cruise 
ship leaves 
Cambodia empty
PHNOM PENH: A US cruise 
ship that forced all its 
passengers to disembark 
in Cambodia after sus-
pending its operations 
last week has departed 
the Southeast Asian 
nation with only crew 
aboard, Cambodian offi-
cials said Wednesday. 
The MV Odyssey, owned 
by Florida-based Villa 
Vie Residences, had been 
on an around-the-world 
cruise when it suspended 
its planned three-year 
voyage due to the sharp 
rise in fuel costs. It had 
been docked for a sched-
uled stop at the Cambo-
dian port of Sihanoukville 
on the Gulf of Thailand, 
when on Oct. 28 its 203 
passengers were suddenly 
told they had to disem-
bark within a few hours.

|  R U S S I A  U K R A I N E  W A R  |

Russian strikes disrupt Kyiv 
power as south searches survivors

Agencies

WASHINGTON: Democrats 
are riding their sweep 
of Congress into a new 
era, eager to meet voter 
demands for change with 
plans to tackle high costs 
of living and confront 
President Donald Trump’s 
final years in the White 
House.

In a nationwide romp, 
Democrats ousted Repub-
licans from coast to coast, 
with many surprising 
places in between, as 
voters rejected the presi-
dent’s party for the prom-
ise of something different 
for the country. Their 
majorities will be padded 
by wide margins in both 
the House and the Senate.

The results set up a 
divided government, with 
Congress poised to reas-
sert itself as a coequal 
branch ready to challenge 
Trump and reverse course 
after two years of unified 
GOP control.

“We hear you,” said 
House Democratic Leader 
Hakeem Jeffries of New 
York, who would make 
history as the first Black 
speaker of the House if 
his colleagues elect him 
to the job when the new 
Congress begins on Jan.

 3, 2027. “We’re going 
to work hard to deliver on 
the dramatic change that 
you deserve,” he said.

The tally was decisive, 
at times bewildering, for 
the staggering scope of 

Democratic gains and 
the depth of Republican 
losses. The swelling mar-
gins underlined a deep 

sense of voter anger and 
concern over the econ-
omy and the state of 
democracy. All told, the 
results present a fun-
damental reshaping of 
power in Washington, 
with new opportunities 
and challenges for gov-
erning. Trump struck a 
conciliatory tone, suggest-

ing he could work with 
the Democrats, but he 
also warned of gridlock 
ahead as he threatened 
to use the power of the 
presidential veto to strike 
down their agenda. “I 
don’t want to be just sit-
ting there for two years 
vetoing everything,”  
he told Politico.

Democrats sweep Congress in 
resounding midterm victory

Democrats won wide majorities in both the House and the Senate, ending two years 
of unified Republican control and creating a divided government.

|  INDONESIA MILITARY DEPLOYMENT | 

Indonesia deploys troops after generals’ arrest

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

DHAKA: Activists of the ruling Ban-
gladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
on Wednesday took to the streets 
in “anti-protest” campaigns while 
authorities deployed additional para-
military forces as garment workers’ 
protests over higher wages continued 
for a fifth day.

Bangladesh Garment Manufactur-
ers and Exporters Association officials 
said 50 factories were shut down in 
suburban Gazipur fearing backlash 
over the death of a previously injured 
worker during the current wave of 
protests. According to local media 
reports, the protesters set ablaze a 
police van in suburban Savar indus-
trial area during clashes that blocked 
the major Dhaka-Aricha highway.

BNP activists carrying bamboo 
sticks took to the streets to “maintain 
order and resist infiltrators” as the 
party earlier alleged that activists of 
deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasi-
na’s now disbanded Awami League 
had infiltrated among the workers. 
Prime Minister Tarique Rahman’s 
Information Affairs Adviser Zahedur 
Rahman on Tuesday accused Hasina 
of fuelling the unrest.

WASHINGTON: Indian-American 
Democratic lawmakers Ami Bera, 
Ro Khanna, Suhas Subramanyam 
and Pramila Jayapal have been 
re-elected to the US House of Rep-
resentatives, while Pia Dandiya has 
made her debut in the US Congress, 
marking a strong showing by the 
community in the midterm elec-
tions. Several other Indian-Ameri-
can candidates contested elections 
for offices ranging from governor to 
state legislatures and local bodies.

The elections, held on Tuesday, 
covered all 435 seats in the US House 
of Representatives, 35 Senate seats, 
36 gubernatorial posts and several 
local public offices. Bera, 61, has won 
re-election to the US House from Cal-
ifornia’s 3rd Congressional District, 
defeating Republican Robb Tucker. He 
has secured an eighth term.

A physician-turned-politician, Bera 
is the longest-serving Indian-American 
in the US Congress and is considered 
a prominent voice on healthcare and 
diplomacy. He was first elected to 
Congress in 2012 and took office in 
January 2013. He currently serves on 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

US ELECTIONS 

Indian-Americans 
make strong showing in 
US midterm elections

BANGLA PROTEST

Bangladesh deploys 
additional paramilitary 
forces amid protests

KATHMANDU: Foreign Secretary 
Vikram Misri on Wednesday held talks 
with his Nepalese counterpart Amrit 
Bahadur Rai on a range of issues of 
mutual interest, laying the groundwork 
for Prime Minister Balendra Shah’s 
forthcoming visit to India.

“The bilateral talks covered the 
entire gamut of Nepal-India relations, 
including exchange of high-level visits, 
connectivity, trade, development coop-
eration, energy and people-to-people 
relations, underscoring the strong 
bond between the two countries,” the 
Nepalese foreign ministry said after the 
meeting. Misri held talks on a range of 
issues of mutual interest with his Nep-
alese counterpart, in preparation for 
the forthcoming visit of Prime Minister 
Shah to India, the Indian Embassy in 
Nepal said in a post on X. Misri, who is 
in Nepal on a two-day visit at the invi-

tation of Foreign Secretary Rai, paid a 
courtesy call on Foreign Minister Shi-
sir Khanal and discussed prospects for 
expanding the multifaceted bilateral 
partnership presented by upcoming 
high-level engagements, it added.

According to Nepal’s foreign minis-
try, various matters related to further 
deepening the multifaceted partner-
ship and strengthening the age-old ties 
of friendship between Nepal and India 
were discussed. 

Khanal said the close relations 
between Nepal and India “will gain 
new heights”, according to the min-
istry. The two sides discussed vari-
ous aspects of bilateral cooperation, 
including energy, trade, sports and 
education, with a focus on further 
strengthening multifaceted relations 
and deepening the historical friendship 
between the two countries, it added.

NEPAL MISRI
Foreign Secretary Misri meets Nepalese 

counterpart, discusses bilateral ties

JERUSALEM: Israeli President Isaac 
Herzog accepted on Wednesday the 
certified results from last week’s vote, 
and said he would begin consultations 
with party representatives regarding 
the formation of a new government. 
Neither the party of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu nor that of his 
main challenger, former military chief 
Gadi Eisenkot, secured an outright 
majority in parliament. 

The two sides are now in hard-
fought negotiations to convince smaller 
parties to join forces to create a new 
government.

Earlier in the day, Israel’s election 
commission said it found no fraud 
in last week’s vote, dealing a blow to 
Netanyahu’s attempts to discredit the 

results. Netanyahu and his supporters 
have repeatedly made unsubstantiated 
claims that Arab-led parties had “sto-
len” the election, possibly with foreign 
assistance.

The results showed Netanyahu’s 
religious-nationalist bloc losing its par-
liamentary majority, while Arab-led 
parties made substantial gains. “The 
review found no evidence of irregular-
ities that compromised the integrity of 
the election or affected its results,” the 
committee said in a statement. The act-
ing director of the elections committee, 
Dean Livne, said its investigation exam-
ined every complaint “individually and 
thoroughly,” but found no evidence to 
support allegations that the election 
results were invalid.

ISRAEL ELECTIONS
Israel’s president accepts certified election 

results ahead of talks on forming of new govt

Military “must 
always be prepared 

to protect the 
entire nation 

and safeguard 
the integrity of 
the Republic of 

Indonesia.
Maj. Gen. Muhammad Nas 
Indonesian armed forces 

spokesperson 

FASTFACTS

z Fueled by voter anger 
over the economy and 
democracy, Democrats 
plan to tackle high 
living costs and 
challenge President 
Donald Trump’s final 
years in office.

zHouse Democratic 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries 
is poised to make 
history as the first 
Black Speaker of the 
House when the new 
Congress convenes in 
January 2027.

FASTFACTS

z The death toll from 
Monday’s strike on a 
school and shelter in 
Komyshuvakha rose 
to 37, with dozens still 
potentially trapped 
under the rubble.

A damaged residential building is seen after a Russian air attack  
in Dnipro, Ukraine.

Islamabad working for West  
Asia peace.

Shehbaz Sharif           
Pakistan Prime Minister   

Democrats vow a 100-day agenda and  
investigations of Trump

House Democrats are promising a 100-day agenda 
starting with efforts to lower the costs of gas, grocer-
ies and other goods, as well as bills to reverse cuts 
to the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid healthcare 
programs. They’re also ready to launch a robust 
oversight agenda to, as Jeffries says, “hold the crooks 
accountable.” Impeachment — of the president or his 
Cabinet members — is an option.

Rep. Katherine Clark, D-Mass., the House minority whip, from left, House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., and Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Chair Suzan DelBene, 

D-Wash., hold hands during a watch party at a hotel on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo)
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