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| SYMBOLIC ‘PUBLIC IMPEACHMENT’ |

‘Gvanesh Kumar must
be tried for treason’

Kharge reads resolution seeking Kumar’s indictment at public impeachment.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A depression
over the Bay of Bengal is
likely to intensify into a
cyclonic storm and cross
the Andhra Pradesh coast
on November 3, the India
Meteorological  Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Satur-
day.

IMD Director General
Mrutyunjay  Mohapatra
said the system could
bring winds of 80-90
kmph, with gusts reaching
100 kmph. It is expected
to make landfall along the

Congress President Kharge and others during a symbolic “public
impeachment” of CEC, organised by the INDIA bloc. | Photo PTI

Andhra Pradesh coast on
Tuesday morning.
According to the IMD
bulletin issued at 3 pm,
the well-marked low-

pressure area over the
southeast Bay of Bengal
and adjoining Andaman
and Nicobar Islands
intensified into a depres-

e

Kumar wilfully
violated law.

Mallikarjun Kharge,
Congress president

sion at 11.30 am on Octo-
ber 31. The system was
located around 330 km
west-southwest of  Sri
Vijayapuram and 300
km west-northwest of
Car Nicobar. The depres-
sion is likely to move
west-northwestwards
and intensify into a deep

depression within the
next 12 hours. It may
further strengthen into a
cyclonic storm over the
southeast and adjoining
southwest and west-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal during
the subsequent 12 hours,
reaching near the Andhra
Pradesh coast by the eve-
ning of November 2. Mean-
while, Manorama Mohanty,
Director of the Meteorologi-
cal Centre in Bhubaneswar,
said the department was
closely monitoring the sys-
tem and would issue fur-
ther updates.
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Another cyclone to hit
Andhra coast on Nov 2

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: A depression
over the Bay of Bengal is
likely to intensify into a
cyclonic storm and cross
the Andhra Pradesh coast
on November 3, the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Satur-
day. IMD Director General
Mrutyunjay =~ Mohapatra
said the system could bring
winds of 80-90 kmph, with
gusts reaching 100 kmph.
It is expected to make
landfall along the Andhra
Pradesh coast on Tuesday
morning.

According to the IMD
bulletin issued at 3 pm, the
well-marked low-pressure
area over the southeast
Bay of Bengal and adjoin-
ing Andaman and Nicobar
Islands intensified into a
depression at 11.30 am on
October 31. The system
was located around 330

km west-southwest of Sri
Vijayapuram and 300 km
west-northwest of Car
Nicobar.

The depression is likely
to move west-northwest-
wards and intensify into
a deep depression within
the next 12 hours. It may
further strengthen into a
cyclonic storm over the
southeast and adjoining
southwest and west-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal during
the subsequent 12 hours,
reaching near the Andhra
Pradesh coast by the eve-
ning of November 2.

Meanwhile, Manorama
Mohanty, Director of the
Meteorological Centre in
Bhubaneswar, said the
department was closely
monitoring the system
and would issue further
updates. The IMD has also
forecast light to moderate
rain or thundershowers in
a few districts of Odisha.

Chainsaw—wielding man
attack at school m]ures two

Press Trust Of India

Both students were
injured but one of
them was stable.

RAPTADU: Two school-
girls were injured here in
Anantapur district on Sat-
urday after a man barged
into their classroom with
a chainsaw and attacked
them, police said.

Both students were
injured but one of them
was stable, police said,
adding the accused was
on the run. Chief Min-
ister N Chandrababu
Naidu promised stringent

action. Anantapur Rural
sub-divisional police offi-
cer K Ashwin Manideep
said the attacker was
allegedly a relative of one
of the girls.

“The girl is in hospi-
tal with her parents,”
Manideep told PTI, con-
firming the chainsaw
attack. Police were gath-
ering further information

regarding the incident.

He said police teams
have been dispatched to
nab the attacker.

CM Naidu said he
was “deeply shaken and
enraged by the barbaric
attack on a Class 10 stu-
dent inside her classroom
at Raptadu ZP (Zilla Pari-
shad) High School.”

“Attackers who target
our young girls inside
schools have no place in
our society. I am person-
ally tracking her recovery
and have directed the
medical team to give her
the highest priority care,”
he said in a post on X.

Press Trust Of India

AP Singh retires after
distinguished 42-year
career.

NEW DELHI: Air Chief Mar-
shal Ashutosh Dixit -- an
accomplished fighter pilot
with over 3,500 flying
hours across 20 aircraft
types -- assumed charge
as the 29th Chief of the
Air Staff on Saturday, tak-
ing command as India
actively works to boost
its military capabilities
amid complex regional
security environment. He
succeeds Air Chief Mar-
shal AP Singh, who retired

| NEW ROLE |

Ashutosh szzt mkes charge as IAF Chief

Outgoing Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh hands
over command to Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit | Photo PTI

from service after an
illustrious 42-year career
marked by his pivotal
role in executing Opera-
tion Sindoor -- a mission
that underscored the
Indian Air Force’s opera-
tional precision, combat

capability, and strategic
resolve. “Beyond oper-
ational leadership, Air
Chief Marshal AP Singh
will be remembered for
his deep and personal
connect with air warriors
across the length and

breadth of the organl-
sation,” the IAF said in
a statement, adding his
interactions with person-
nel at the grassroots level
reflected his conviction
that the strength of the
force rests in its people.
The IAF accorded a cer-
emonial guard of hon-
our to Air Chief Marshal
Singh at the Race Course
Air Force Station before
he handed over the baton
to Dixit. Air Chief Marshal
Dixit, known for his stra-
tegic planning and who
played a key role during
Operation Sindoor, was
serving as the Vice Chief
of the force.

Floral tribute

PM Modi pays floral tribute to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on his birth anniversary at the Statue of Unity,

in Ekta Nagar, Gujarat.

| Photo PTI

Press Trust Of India

NASHIK: Prez Droupadi
Murmu on Saturday per-
formed the ‘dhwajarohan’
(flag hoisting) ceremony
to mark the commence-
ment of the Nashik-Trim-
bakeshwar Simhastha
Kumbh Mela.

She hoisted the reli-
gious flag after perform-
ing rituals at Ramkund on

| SACRED INAUGURATION |

PM hoists flag to inaugurate
Slmhastha Kumbh Mela

the banks of the Godavari
river in the presence of

Maharashtra  Governor

Jishnudev Varma, Deputy

Chief Ministers Eknath
Shinde and Sunetra Pawar

as well as senior officials.
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis hoisted the
traditional flag at a par-
allel ceremony in Trim-
bakehswar at 12:02 pm.
The rituals at Ramkund
were performed by Puro-
hit Sangh president Chan-
drashekhar Panchakshari
and Simhastha Commit-
tee main trustee Satish
Shukla.

| PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE |

Grihmantri Dakshata Padak presented

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Four hun-
dred and ninety per-
sonnel from various
states, Union territories,
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs) and Cen-
tral Police Organisations
(CPOs) were awarded
the Kendriya Grihmantri
Dakshata Padak on Sat-
urday, the birth anniver-
sary of Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel, a government
statement said.

The list also includes
14 officers from the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
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tion. The award was insti-
tuted through a Ministry
of Home Affairs notifi-
cation dated February 1,
2024.

It is conferred on
members of  police
forces, security organisa-
tions, intelligence wings,
branches and special
branches of states and
Union territories, CAPFs,

490

® 490 police personnel
conferred Grihmantri
Dakshata Padak.

CPOs, the National Secu-
rity Guard and Assam
Rifles, it said. “The
medal is given to recog-
nise excellent work, pro-
mote high professional
standards and boost the
morale of the concerned
official/officer,” the state-
ment said. It is awarded

across five categories:
excellence in operations,
outstanding service in
investigation, exceptional
performance, indomi-
table and daring intelli-
gence service, and meri-
torious work in forensic
science.

“Initiated under the
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
guidance of Union Home
Minister and Minister of

Cooperation Amit Shah,
‘Kendriya Grihmantri
Dakshata Padak’ will

boost the morale of all
police personnel,” it said.

Stage set for INDIA bloc’s mega rally

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The stage is
set for the INDIA bloc’s
mega rally at Delhi’s
Ramlila Maidan on Sun-
day, with opposition lead-
ers and supporters from
different states beginning
to reach the national
capital for a show of
strength against alleged
electoral  irregularities
and to demand the resig-
nation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar.

With a large tricolour
canopy erected over the
main stage, separate

arrangements for rep-
resentatives of INDIA
bloc parties and security
preparations in place, the
Opposition is gearing up
for a march from Minto
Road to Ramlila Maidan,
followed by a rally that
is expected to bring
together political parties,
student groups and civil
society organisations.
The mobilisation is not
confined to the alliance’s
political constituents.
The INDIA bloc has
appealed to students,
youth, women, workers
and civil society members
to join the demonstra-

tion, while the Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) and stu-
dent organisations have
also extended support.
The CJP, a youth-led out-
fit founded by Abhijeet
Dipke, has also extended
support to the November
1 mobilisation, reiterating
its demand for Kumar’s
resignation and saying it
would stand with organ-
isations fighting for free
and fair elections.

The march, named
‘Chalo Dilli’, will begin
at noon from the Minto
Road-Connaught  Place
junction and culminate at
Ramlila Maidan.
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Rajvotsava
inauguration
today

Union Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya will
be the chief guest at
the inaugural function
of ‘Rajyotsava 2026,
the Chhattisgarh State
Foundation Day cele-
brations, on November
1, while Union Home
Minister Amit Shah will
attend the closing cere-
mony on November 3,
officials said on Satur-
day. The three-day cele-
brations will be held at
the Dr Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Industry
and Trade Complex
(Mela Ground) in Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar to
mark the state’s 26th
foundation day.

This year’s theme
is ‘Sashakt Nari, Yuva
Udaan® (Empowered
Women, Youth Soaring
High), reflecting the
state’s focus on wom-
en’s empowerment and
youth development, an
official release said.

Governor Ramen
Deka will preside over
the programmes on
November 2. Celebra-
tions will also be orga-
nised at all district
headquarters on the
same day. The festival
will showcase Chhat-
tisgarh’s cultural her-
itage, folk traditions,
handicrafts and devel-
opment initiatives
through  exhibitions,
cultural performances
and a dedicated Shilp-
gram (craft village). A
major attraction will
be an aerial display by
the Indian Air Force’s
Sarang Helicopter Dis-
play Team at Sendh
Lake in Nava Raipur on
November 2 at 11 am.
The team, led by Group
Captain Abhijit Kumar,
will fly five indigenous
Dhruv helicopters
and perform synchro-
nised formations and
aerial manoeuvres.
The team also includes
women pilots Squad-
ron Leaders Ankita and
Akshayaa.

NEW DELHI

Omar marries
Nidhi Razdan

Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah has married
television journalist Nidhi
Razdan here. In a tweet
on Saturday, 56-year-old
Omar said, “a new jour-
ney began yesterday...”
and tagged Nidhi in it.
The tweet included four
pictures of the couple.
Sources said the marriage
was solemnised under the
Special Marriage Act here
on Friday. The witnesses
included family members
from both sides. Omar’s
marriage to his first wife,
Payal, was dissolved by
an order of the Supreme
Court in July this year
after the two reached a
settlement. This is the sec-
ond marriage for 49-year-
old Nidhi. The wedding
functions in Srinagar and
New Delhi were attended
by families and close rela-
tives from both sides.
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Rajyotsav 2026 celebrates
heritage & development

Union Minister for Labour and Employment and Youth Affairs and Sports Mansukh
Mandaviya will be the chief guest at the inaugural ceremony on November 1.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh is
gearing up for a three-day
celebration of its cultural
heritage, achievements
and development jour-
ney as Rajyotsav 2026
gets underway in Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar from
November 1 to 3.
Organised to mark the
state’s foundation day,
the celebrations will be
held at the Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee Indus-
trial and Trade Complex,
Mela Ground, in Tuta vil-

lage.

This year’s theme,
“Empowered  Women,
Rising Youth” (Sashakt
Nari, Yuva Udaan),
reflects the focus on

women’s empowerment
and opportunities for
young people.

Union Minister for
Labour and Employment
and Youth Affairs and
Sports Mansukh Man-
daviya will be the chief
guest at the inaugural
ceremony on Novem-
ber 1. Governor Ramen
Deka will preside over
the November 2 pro-
gramme, while Union
Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah will
attend as the chief guest
at the concluding cere-
mony on November 3.
Similar celebrations will
be organised at all district
headquarters on Novem-
ber 2. The event will also

il

FASTFACTS

® Union Home and
Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah will attend
as the chief guest

at the concluding
ceremony on
November 3.

e®Playback singer
Palak Muchhal will
perform on November
1, Swasti Mehul on
November 2 and
Abhijeet Bhattacharya
on November 3.

commemorate the forma-
tion of Chhattisgarh on
November 1, 2000, under
the leadership of for-
mer Prime Minister and
Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. Organisers said
the celebrations would
highlight the state’s con-
tribution to the vision of
a developed India.
Government depart-
ments will showcase
flagship schemes, pub-
lic welfare programmes
and development initia-
tives through exhibitions

focusing on ease of doing
business, human capi-
tal development, Viksit
Bharat and the Anjor
Chhattisgarh Mission. A
dedicated Shilpgram will
display traditional crafts
and the skills of local
artisans. Forty state-level
awards and honours will
also be presented during
the celebrations. One of
the major attractions will
be an Indian Air Force
air show by the Sarang
Helicopter Display Team
at Sendh Lake in Nava

Raipur on November 2,
beginning at 11 am. The
team will perform aerial
formations and manoeu-
vres using five indigenous
Dhruv helicopters.

Led by Group Captain
Abhijeet Kumar, the team
also includes women
pilots Squadron Leaders
Ankita and Akshaya.

Playback singer Palak
Muchhal will perform
on November 1, Swasti
Mehul on November 2
and Abhijeet Bhattacha-
rya on November 3.

Jungle Safari debut at Indravati and new buffer
circuit at Achanakmar set to open

conservation and boosting lo
Climate Change Minister Kedar Kashyap will virtually
flag off the first-ever jungle safari in Bastar’s Indravati
Tiger Reserve (ITR) at 8:00 AM, alongside the opening
of a newly established buffer safari circuit via Keonchi
Gate in Achanakmar Tiger Reserve (ATR), with public
bookings commencing immediately upon the launch.

cal livelihoods. Forest and

Marking Chhattisgarh
State Foundation Day
(Rajyotsava) on November
1, the state is set to inau-
gurate two landmark eco-
tourism initiatives aimed
at  expanding wildlife

Sai pays
tribute to
Sardar Patel

RAIPUR: Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai paid floral
tributes to Bharat Ratna
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
popularly known as the
Iron Man of India, at his
residence in Civil Lines,
Raipur, on the occasion
of Sardar Patel’s birth
anniversary,  observed
as National Unity Day.
Remembering his extra-
ordinary contribution to
the unity and integrity of
the nation, the Chief Min-
ister paid homage to the
great national leader.

Chief Minister Sai
said that Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel was one of
the foremost architects
of modern India, whose
exceptional leadership,
unwavering determina-
tion and political acu-
men played a historic
role in uniting hundreds
of princely states after
Independence. His
visionary efforts laid the
foundation of a united
and integrated India, and
his invaluable contribu-
tion to nation-building
will forever hold a place
of honour in the coun-
try’s history. The Chief
Minister said that Sardar
Patel’s life stands as an
enduring example of
placing national interest
above everything else,
upholding discipline, ful-
filling one’s duties with
dedication and remain-
ing committed to pub-
lic service. Even in the
most challenging circum-
stances, he remained
steadfast in his principles
and worked tirelessly
to safeguard the unity
of the nation.

DMF scam: ED attaches
Rs 31.70 crore assets

Central Chronicle News

Files supplementary
chargesheet against
17 Individuals

RAIPUR: In a significant
crackdown on financial
irregularities in Chhattis-
garh, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has
provisionally  attached
movable and immovable
assets valued at Rs 31.70
crore in connection with
the alleged misappropri-
ation of District Mineral
Foundation (DMF) funds.
The central probe agen-
cy’s Raipur Zonal Office
issued the provisional
attachment order under
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
2002.

Following the attach-
ment, a supplementary
prosecution  complaint
was submitted before the
Special Court (PMLA) in
Raipur naming 17 accused
individuals, including key
middlemen Satpal Singh
Chabda and Mandip
Chawla.

According to the ED,
the funds—originally ear-
marked for the socio-eco-
nomic welfare and infra-
structure  development
of communities in min-
ing-affected regions—
were systematically
siphoned off through
an organized syndicate
comprising government
officials, middlemen and

vendors. The agency
revealed that tenders
routed through the

Chhattisgarh State Seed
and Agriculture Devel-
opment Corporation

HIGHLIGHT

© To date, four people,
including IAS officer
Ranu Sahu, have been
arrested as the ED
continues its wider
investigation into the
complicity of other
government personnel
and intermediaries.

(Beej Nigam) prioritized
supply contracts over
actual grassroots welfare
work. Purchase orders
were allegedly awarded
to select rate-contract
holding entities at arti-
ficially inflated rates. In
exchange, middlemen
collected hefty kickbacks
ranging between 25%
and 50% of the contract
value.

The illicit commission
was collected through
cash and banking chan-
nels, routed through shell
companies and complex
multi-layered accounts,
and shared among public
servants and influential
figures to facilitate fund
allocations, sanction pur-
chase orders, and clear
payments.

The ED identified Sat-
pal Singh Chabda as one
of the primary liaisons
and financial coordina-
tors of the network.

Ambedkar Hospital
successfully removes complex
cancerous chest tumour

b

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Surgeons at
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital in
Raipur have successfully
removed a complex can-
cerous tumour from the
chest of a 60-year-old
patient in a challenging
four-hour operation. The
tumour was attached to
major blood vessels near
the heart, the left lung
and the pericardium, the
protective membrane sur-
rounding the heart.

The surgery was jointly
performed by special-
ists from the hospital’s
Department of Cancer
Surgery and Department
of Heart, Chest and Vas-
cular Surgery. The patient
remained stable follow-
ing the procedure, recov-

ered

satisfactorily and
was discharged from the
hospital. According to Dr.
Ashutosh Gupta, Head of
the Department of Can-
cer Surgery, the patient,
a Raipur resident, initially
approached the hospital
with complaints of chest
pain and heaviness. A
biopsy conducted at a
private hospital had con-
firmed invasive thymoma,
a type of tumour originat-
ing in the thymus gland.
Before arriving at Ambed-
kar Hospital, the patient
had also undergone che-
motherapy and radiation
therapy. A contrast-en-
hanced CT scan of the
chest revealed a tumour
measuring approximately
5 x 4.3 x 2.5 cm in the
anterior mediastinum, the
area between the lungs.

Hospital fined
for mixing
medical waste

RAIPUR: Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation’s Zone
9 health department
has imposed a fine of
Rs 30,000 on Anupam
Hospital =~ Multispeciality
Centre in Adarsh Nagar,
Mowa, for mixing biomed-
ical waste with regular
door-to-door garbage.
During an inspection,
officials found medical
waste being handed over
along with general waste
collected from the hospi-
tal. The civic team imme-
diately recovered an e-fine
of Rs 30,000 and issued a
strict warning to hospital
director Dr Namrata Sir-
mour against repeating
the violation. The enforce-
ment action was carried
out in the presence of
Zone Health Officer Amit
Behera and Sanitation
Inspector Bhola Tiwari.
Municipal officials warned
the hospital management
that any future violation
would invite strict action
under applicable rules.
The civic body reiterated

that healthcare estab-
lishments must ensure
proper segregation.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Comput-
er-Based Test (CBT)
for the recruitment of
1,812 contractual teach-
ers in Swami Atmanand
Government  Excellent
English Medium Schools
commenced across
Chhattisgarh on Saturday,
recording a significant
turnout of 83.25% on its
opening day. Scheduled
to run from October 31
to November 4, the five-
day examination pro-
cess is being conducted
across multiple centres
statewide by the School
Education Department.
According to official fig-
ures released by the
Directorate of Public
Instruction, examinations
for 10 distinct subjects
took place on Day 1, with
7,025 candidates appear-
ing while 1,177 remained
absent.

Subject-wise  turnout
data showed Teacher
(Mathematics) recording

| TEACHER RECRUITMENT DRIVE |

High turnout & aspirant backing
CBT Teacher recruitment

the highest participation
at 90.25%, followed by
Lecturer (Social Science)
at 84.87%, Lecturer (Phys-
ics) at 84.83%, Lecturer
(Biology) at 83.27%, and
Lecturer (Sanskrit) at
81.77%. Other subjects
also registered steady
attendance, including
Lecturer (History) at
80.56%, Lecturer (Chem-
istry) at 77.07%, Physi-
cal Education Teacher
(PET) at 76.90%, Lecturer
(Geography) at 64.29%,
and Lecturer (Economics)
at 63.64%. In total, 34,604
applicants registered for
the recruitment drive,
with admit cards issued

to 34,514 candidates—a

distribution  rate  of
99.74%. Women formed
the substantial majority
of aspirants, account-
ing for 20,779 applicants
(60%) compared to 13,825
male candidates (40%),
alongside 332 candidates
appearing under the Per-
sons with Benchmark Dis-
abilities (PwBD) category.

Marking the depart-
ment’s inaugural rollout
of a digital testing system
for recruitment, the ini-
tiative drew widespread
praise from examinees
who welcomed the com-
puter-based format over
conventional  pen-and-

drive
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paper and OMR testing.
Candidates pointed to the
system’s enhanced speed,
accuracy, and operational
transparency, observing
that automated digital
evaluation will ensure
rapid, error-free result
processing. With secure
digital audit trails and ver-
ifiable electronic answer
keys built into the plat-
form, aspirants termed
the state government’s
move a forward-looking
reform and expressed

hope that upcoming
state-level  recruitment
drives will continue

adopting digital testing
mechanisms.

NEWSLINE

UNITY DAY PARADE

Chh’garh forges
ahead with
peace: Dy CM

RAIPUR: Commemorating
the 151st birth anniversary
of the Iron Man of India,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
Chhattisgarh Deputy Chief
Minister and Home Minis-
ter Vijay Sharma attended
the National Unity Day
Parade held at the 4th Bat-
talion of the Chhattisgarh
Armed Force in Mana,
Raipur. Taking the salute
at the march past, Sharma
administered the pledge
of national unity, integrity,
and security to the gath-
ering. Highlighting signifi-
cant progress in internal
security, Sharma noted
that coordinated efforts
between the Central and
state governments have
delivered decisive suc-
cesses against Left-Wing
Extremism, ushering in
a transformative era of
peace and development
across Bastar. He under-
scored that the adminis-
tration’s broader mission
extends beyond curbing
violence to delivering
essential  infrastructure—
including roads, electric-
ity, healthcare, education,
connectivity, and liveli-
hood opportunities—to
every remote village while
honoring local tribal heri-
tage. He also commended
security personnel from
the Bastar Fighters, DRG,
and STF for their disci-
plined display during the
national parade in Ekta
Nagar, Gujarat.

POLITICS

Rahul’s rally
an exercise in
desperation: Kaushik

RAIPUR: Former Chhattis-
garh Legislative Assembly
Speaker and senior BJP
MLA Dharamlal Kaushik
launched a sharp coun-
terattack against Leader
of the Opposition Charan-
das Mahant on Saturday,
dismissing Congress’s
upcoming rally at Del-
hi’s Ramlila Maidan as a
display of sheer political
frustration. Responding
to Mahant’s remarks, Kau-
shik stated that those who
historically undermined
democratic  institutions
are now masquerading
as saviours of democracy
to mislead the public. He
asserted that the BJP is
not infringing on funda-
mental rights, but rather
restoring  entitlements
stripped from the poor,
tribal, and backward
communities during sixty
years of Congress rule.
Targeting Rahul Gan-
dhi, Kaushik remarked
that the November 1
demonstration.

| ‘SHRUTI 2026’ |

NITT celebrates musical diversity

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Raaga, the offi-
cial music club of the
National Institute of Tech-
nology (NIT) Raipur, orga-
nized its annual musical
evening, ‘Shruti 2026’,
on Saturday. The event
brought together faculty,
staff, students, and their
families for a celebration
of India’s rich and diverse
musical heritage. The
evening was inaugurated
in the presence of Chief
Guest Dr. Samir Bajpai,
Director (In-Charge), NIT
Raipur, alongside Guest of

Honour Ashok K. Gupta,
Registrar.

Centred on the theme
of unity in diversity, stu-

dent performers pre-
sented an  expansive

repertoire that traversed
genres and eras. The setlist
featured a dynamic mix
ranging from devotional
compositions and classic
retro hits to energetic rock

anthems and 90s nostalgia
mashups. Audiences were
treated to soulful rendi-
tions of popular tracks
including Garaj Garaj,
Tere Bina, Yeh Ishq Haaye,
Deewani Mastani, and the
classic Duniya Mein Logon
Ko. The performances
resonated strongly across
generations, creating an
atmosphere of shared joy
and campus camaraderie.
The evening concluded
on a high note, leaving the
NIT Raipur community
with an enduring celebra-
tion of art, rhythm, and
togetherness.

Nursing College accused of

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The youth wing
of Janta Congress Chhat-
tisgarh (J) staged a protest
at Chhattisgarh College
of Nursing in Boriakhala
on Saturday, confronting
the college administration
over allegations of charg-
ing illegal and unautho-
rized fees from students
in the name of practical
examinations.

Led by State Organi-
zation General Secretary
Nilesh Chouhan, a del-
egation from the party
visited the campus and
demanded an immediate
cessation of the additional

fee collection. Chouhan
warned that placing an
unnecessary financial
burden on students and
compromising their aca-
demic careers would
not be tolerated. Citing
official directives, Chou-
han highlighted order
number 52/D.U.H.S./

illlegal practi

Conf./2026, dated April
28, 2026, issued by Pt.

Deendayal Upadhyay
Memorial Health Sciences
and Ayush University of
Chhattisgarh. The direc-
tive explicitly mandates
that affiliated institutions
cannot levy any additional
or separate fees from stu-

cal exam fees

dents for conducting uni-
versity practical exami-
nations.Questioning the
administration’s actions
in direct violation of uni-
versity rules, the party
has served an ultimatum
until Monday.

Chouhan stated that if
the college management
fails to halt the unautho-
rized collection immedi-
ately, a formal complaint
will be lodged with the
Vice-Chancellor of Ayush
University demanding an
impartial inquiry, a full
refund of all amounts col-
lected from students, and
strict disciplinary action
against the management.



04

CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Sunday, November 01, 2026

Bhilal

“We are actively
transforming our
development promises
into ground reality.”

Gajendra Yadav
(Cabinet Minister)

Police bust inter-state gang
behind Rs 1 Crore theft

Durg Police cracked a Rs 1-crore burglary at a doctor’s locked house in Vaishali Nagar,
arrestlng nlne gang members across Chhattlsgarh and Uttar Pradesh.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Durg  Police
cracked a sensational
burglary of nearly Rs 1
crore reported from the
locked residence of Dr.
Namita Mittal in Sunder
Nagar, Vaishali Nagar.
Following an inter-state
chase across Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh, police
dismantled the gang and
recovered Rs 47.64 lakh
in cash alongside jewel-

Sujeet Singh alias Babu;
Sonu Jaiswal, a jewel-

ler who purchased and

The arrested accused in pollce custody

associates  Rekhchand
Dewangan, Akash
Kumar Shripad, and

executed the break-in,
later distributing the loot.
While Pradeep spent the

FASTFACTS

® Police recovered

Rs 47.64 lakh in cash,
gold, silver, electronics,
and vehicles, while
launching a manhunt
for prime suspect Rahul
Bansod.

ing on technical surveil-
lance, police intercepted
his aides around 3 AM
as they tried to transport
the hidden booty in an

Electoral roll error: Over
11000 voters shifted

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: A major discrep-
ancy surfaced in the
photo voter list prepared
for the upcoming 2026
civic elections in Bhilai
Municipal Corporation.
Out of 70 wards, 11,339
voters across 42 wards
were incorrectly listed in
wards other than their
designated locations. The
issue came to light follow-
ing the preliminary pub-
lication of the electoral
roll on October 23, 2026,
when booth level officers
and political party repre-
sentatives reported wide-
spread shifting errors.
Taking serious note of

HIGHLIGHT

® Durg Collector served
show-cause notices

to seven election
officials after 11,339
voters across 42

wards in Bhilai were
erroneously registered
in the wrong wards.

ing Registration Officer
Sonal David and Assis-
tant Registration Officer
Dikeshwar Sahu, along-
side five Additional Assis-
tant Registration Officers.
The notice cited gross
negligence in verifying
enumeration sheets sub-
mitted by booth level offi-
cers. The officials must

NEWSLINE

MISHAP

Worker dies of
electrocution

BHILAI: A  34-year-old
worker, Kishan Mahto, trag-
ically died after being elec-
trocuted at the PIEC Projects
Private Limited premises
near Chhawani Chowk
under Jamul police station
limits. The incident occurred
on Friday night when a
snapped high-tension power
line fell onto a trailer while
he was loading goods, caus-
ing severe burn injuries that
proved fatal at the hospital.
On Saturday, the victim’s kin
staged a protest outside the
factory alleging gross negli-
gence and lack of safety gear.
Following police mediation

lery and vehicles. melted stolen gold; Aman Singh. Police also illicit money on home Innova. Although Rahul | the lapses, Durg Collec- submit their explanations | led by Jamul SHO Rakesh
The arrested accused prime suspect Rahul seized an XUV, a Super renovations and a bike Bansod fled during a raid | tor and District Election within three days, failing | Khuteshwar, the manage-
are Pradeep Kumar Bansod’s parents Ravin- Splendor motorcycle, an in UP, Rahul fled across and remains at large, | Officer (Local Elections) which disciplinary action | ment agreed to pay Rs 25
Choudhary, who con- dra Bansod and Kiran Innova, and electronics. multiple states, bought nine accomplices were | Abhijit Singh issued will be initiated under the | lakh compensation and a
cealed cash and orna- Bansod; his brother Investigators revealed an XUV in Delhi, and jailed under relevant BNS | show-cause notices to Municipal Corporation | monthly allowance of Rs
ments under his floor; Aayush Bansod; and that Pradeep and Rahul returned to Bhilai. Act- sections. seven officials, includ- Election Rules, 1994. 15,000 for child education.
|STATE-LEVEL SCHOOL GAMES | Grievance cell | VOTER LIST ERRORS | WIFE'S SUICIDE
[ ] [ J [ J M ° °
Durg zone clinches general championship | constitited | Q1 yw-cause notices issued | e held for
BHILAI: In line with direc- abetment

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The four-day
26th State-Level School
Games concluded at
Bhilai Vidyalaya, Sec-
tor-2, with Durg Zone
lifting the General Cham-
pionship trophy. Around
468 student-athletes
from Durg, Raipur, Bilas-
pur, Bastar, and Surguja
divisions competed in
Netball and Karate dis-
ciplines from October 28
to 31, 2026.

Durg Zone displayed
absolute supremacy by

titles. In Karate,
swept the top spots in
the U-14 boys, U-14 girls,
U-17 boys, and U-19 boys
categories, taking their
total first-place tally to

Durg

trict Education Officer
JS Dheer, and sports offi-
cials felicitated the win-
ners, applauding nearly
100 physical education
teachers and officials for

tives from the Chhattisgarh
State Election Commis-
sion, a district-level com-
plaint cell has been estab-
lished in Durg to ensure
the prompt redressal of
election-related griev-
ances. The move comes
as voter list preparation
and revision are underway
for the upcoming munic-
ipal general elections
and three-tier panchayat
by-elections 2026. Oper-
ating from Land Records
Room No. 21 at the Dis-
trict Office, Land Records
Superintendent Ms. Rekha

to four elections officials

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Significant dis-
crepancies have emerged
in the photo voter lists
being prepared for the
upcoming 2026 munic-
ipal general elections
under the Risali Munici-
pal Corporation (RMC).
Out of the civic body’s
40 wards, as many as
24,709 voters across 12
wards have been erro-
neously registered in

ing serious note of the
lapse, Durg Collector and
District Election Officer
(Local Elections) Abhijit
Singh issued show-cause
notices to four election
officials: Registration Offi-
cer Prafull Kumar Gupta,
Assistant Registration
Officer Vasumitra Diwan,
and Additional Assis-
tant Registration Officers
Akhilesh Gupta and Sunil
Dubey. They have been
directed to submit their

electoral rolls was con-
ducted with October 1,
2026, as the qualifying
date, and the draft list
was published on Octo-
ber 23, 2026. Following
the publication, Booth
Level Officers (BLOs)
and political party rep-
resentatives  reported
massive  voter-shifting
errors. The notices high-
lighted gross negligence
in preparing the rolls
and a failure to properly

winning both the Under- six. Joint Director of successfully organizing | Rajput hasbeenappointed | wards other than their explanations within three verify base sheets sub-
17 boys’ and girls’ Netball Education KV Rao, Dis- the tournament. officer-in-charge. designated ones. Tak- days. The revision of the mitted by BLOs.
| BHILAI CHARODA | | INSPECTION |

Major voter list discrepancies found

Central Chronicle News

BHILALI: Significant discrep-
ancies have surfaced in
the photo voter lists pre-
pared for the upcoming
2026 municipal general
elections in Bhilai-Charoda
Municipal Corporation.
Out of 40 wards, 1,204 vot-
ers across 16 wards were
erroneously registered in
wards other than their des-
ignated ones. Taking seri-
ous note of the lapse, Durg
Collector and District Elec-

tion Officer (Local Elec-
tions) Abhijit Singh issued
show-cause notices to four
election officials: Registra-
tion Officer Prakash Soni,
Assistant Registration Offi-
cer Ravi Vishwakarma, and
Additional Assistant Regis-
tration Officers Alok Pasine
and Prabhakar Shukla.
They have been instructed
to submit explanations
within three days. The revi-
sion of the electoral rolls
followed directives from
the Chhattisgarh  State

Election

Election Rules, 1994.

Commission,
using October 1, 2026, as
the qualifying date. After
the preliminary publica-
tion on October 23, 2026,
Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
and political party repre-
sentatives reported mas-
sive voter-shifting errors.
Citing gross negligence in
verifying base sheets sub-
mitted by BLOs, the Col-
lector directed the officials
to rectify the rolls under
the Municipal Corporation

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Ahead of the
Chhath Puja festival,
Bhilai Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner
Suruchi  Singh  con-
ducted extensive field
inspections across var-
ious ponds, including
Bhelwa Talab in Nehru
Nagar and Sector-2 Pond,
to assess preparatory
arrangements.  Taking
into account the conve-
nience of devotees and

fasting individuals, she
instructed officials to
ensure thorough clean-
liness of ghats, smooth

approach roads,

and
proper civic amenities in
a timely manner.

Additionally, Commis-

Comm 1nspects ponds for Chhath Puja

sioner Singh reviewed
the proposed road proj-
ect running parallel to
the railway line in Priya-
darshini Parisar, planned
to link Nehru Nagar to
Supela underbridge.
She directed engineer-
ing teams to resolve
on-ground bottlenecks
and commence con-
struction work immedi-
ately. Senior municipal
officials and engineers
accompanied her during
the inspection.

MP asks Collectors to fast-track crop damage survey

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Taking serious
note of extensive crop
devastation caused by
unseasonal rains across
the Durg parliamen-
tary constituency, MP
Vijay Baghel person-
ally reached out over
the telephone to the
Collectors of Durg and
Bemetara districts. He
inquired about the pre-
vailing ground realities
and directed to urgently

deploy field teams to
evaluate the exact scale
of agricultural devasta-
tion. Baghel instructed

to immediately institute
joint inspection squads
to carryout survey with
absolute impartiality and
objectivity. He stressed
that no affected farmer
should be excluded from
the official loss assess-
ment records. He noted
that transparent docu-
mentation remains essen-
tial to ensure genuine suf-
ferers are not deprived of
state aid. MP said that the
unpredictable  climate
patterns subjected cul-

tivators to tremendous
financial distress. Under
such adverse circum-
stances, he observed,
government machinery
must display prompt
administrative  sensitiv-
ity and extend steadfast
solidarity. Baghel
directed authorities to
process  compensation
claims swiftly under
existing government
guidelines without
unnecessary red tape or
administrative delay.

Dr. Amit Roy conferred ‘Pharma Ratna’ award

Central Chronicle News

BHILAIL: Prof. (Dr.) Amit
Roy, Principal of Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Institute of
Pharmacy (CSIP), Durg,
has been conferred with
the prestigious ‘Pharma
Ratna’ Award by the Phar-
macy Council of India
(PCD). PCI President Dr.
Montukumar M. Patel pre-
sented the national honour
at New Delhi on October
27, 2026, recognising Dr.
Roy’s outstanding contri-

butions to pharmaceutical
education and research.
With over 33 years of pro-
fessional experience and
more than 180 published
papers, Dr. Roy has made

notable advancements

in pharmacognosy, phy-
topharmaceuticals, and
innovative drug delivery
systems.  Congratulating
him on this milestone,
CSGI  Chairman  Ajay
Prakash Verma and CSIP
Director Vinaya Dwivedi
described the accolade
as a proud achievement
for the institution and
Chhattisgarh’s pharmacy
fraternity, inspiring young
researchers and budding
pharmacists across the
region.

IBSP |

Warm farewell accorded to 93 supemnnuatmg employees

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Steel Authority
of India Limited’s (SAIL)
Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP)
organized heartfelt fare-
well ceremonies for 93
employees who superan-
nuated in October 2026.
The retiring group com-
prised 14 executives and 79
non-executives, including
personnel from the Mines
fraternity, marking the suc-
cessful culmination of their

long-standing dedication to
the organization. A dedi-
cated ceremony for retir-
ing executives took place
at the DIC Conference
Hall, Ispat Bhawan. Direc-

tor In-Charge (BSP) Chitta
Ranjan Mohapatra handed
over retirement orders,
praising their commend-
able service and wishing
them a healthy, fulfilling

life ahead. The event saw
the presence of Executive
Directors across Materials
Management, Finance,
Human Resources, Proj-
ects, Mines, and Rowghat.
During an interactive ses-
sion, Mohapatra and senior
leaders discussed insights
and suggestions shared by
the retirees for the plant’s
future growth, while the
executives reminisced
about their tenures. Simul-
taneously, a separate cere-

mony for retiring non-ex-
ecutives was held at Bhilai
Niwas on October 31, 2026.
Chief General Manager
(HR) Prashant Ojha and
Deputy General Manager
(HR-SC & CA) Rajendra
Prasad presented retire-
ment orders to the employ-
ees. The senior man-
agement extended deep
gratitude for their endur-
ing dedication, reflecting
BSP’s ongoing appreciation
for its workforce.

Selection trials for
cricket championship

BHILAI: Bhilai Steel
Plant’s (BSP) Sports, Cul-
tural & Civic Amenities
Department will conduct
selection trials on Novem-
ber 1, 2026, to pick the
cricket team representing
BSP at the upcoming SAIL
Championship Inter-Steel
Plant Cricket Tournament
(Men’s Category). The
national-level tourna-
ment is scheduled to be
hosted by Bokaro Steel
Plant from December 7

to 11, 2026. The trials will
begin at 2:00 PM onwards
at Steel Club, Sector-1,
Bhilai. All regular male
employees of Bhilai Steel
Plant are eligible to par-
ticipate and have been
invited to report to the
venue on time. The selec-
tion panel includes Rajen-
dra Prasad (DGM, Sports,
Cultural & Civic Ameni-
ties), Sanjay Tiwari (AGM,
MWRM), and Suresh Son-
pipare (JE, LDCP).

BHILAI: Jamul police have
arrested a 55-year-old man,
Sanjeev Kumar Sharma,
on charges of abetting his
wife’s suicide following per-
sistent domestic discord.
According to police, the
victim, Anjana Sharma, a
resident of ACC Colony,
Jamul, consumed rat poi-
son on September 20 after
a family dispute. She was
admitted to Shri Shankar-
acharya Hospital in critical
condition, where she suc-
cumbed during treatment
on September 25. Following
an inquiry, police found
prima facie evidence of the
husband’s complicity and
registered a case under Sec-
tion 108 of the BNS.

TWO ARRESTED
Fraudulent
land registry

BHILAI: Smriti Nagar police
have arrested two indi-
viduals for defrauding a
resident of Rs 24.28 lakh
under the guise of selling
land and facilitating house
construction using forged
documents. The accused,
Avtar Singh and Manoj
Kumar Soni, allegedly sold
a 1,200 sq ft plot in Kohka
to complainant Mohan Lal
Dewangan in 2016. The
victim later discovered the
land belonged to another
woman. Cheques issued
by the accused to refund
the money bounced due
to insufficient funds. Police
registered a case under rel-
evant IPC sections, arrested
both suspects, and sent
them to judicial remand.

DMC
Commissioner
inspects
markets

BHILAI: In view of the
upcoming Diwali festival,
Durg Municipal Corpora-
tion Commissioner Leena
Kosam conducted an
on-ground inspection of
sanitation  arrangements
across major commercial
hubs on Saturday. Review-
ing sanitation from Gandhi
Chowk through Indira Mar-
ket to Baniyapara, Commis-
sioner Kosam instructed
officials to ensure prompt
garbage disposal and clean
drainage systems. Inter-
acting directly with local
shopkeepers, she urged
them not to dump waste
onto streets and to hand
segregated trash to civic
collection vehicles.
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Thousands of
Chhattisgarh Cong
workers join Anti-

Government rally in

P Delhi.

f Deepak Baij
PCC Head

Ravi Pushya Yog set to spark
festive shopping {renzy

Auspicious alignment expected to boost festive market activity.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The upcom-
ing Ravi Pushya Yoga on
November 1 is expected
to bring a major boost
to festive shopping, with
business worth around
Rs 2,200 crore projected
across Chhattisgarh.
Bullion, automobiles,
electronics, utensils and
real estate are likely to
witness strong demand
ahead of Dhanteras and
Diwali.

According to experts,
Pushya Nakshatra will
begin at 5:39 am on
November 1 and continue
until 4:30 am on Novem-
ber 2. Its occurrence
on Sunday forms Ravi
Pushya Yoga, considered

auspicious for purchases
and new ventures.

The bullion sector
is expected to record
sales of up to Rs 700
crore across the state,
including Rs 300 crore
in Raipur. Automobile
sales are projected at Rs
900 crore statewide and
Rs 300 crore in Raipur.
Mobile phone sales may
reach Rs 500 crore across
Chhattisgarh, while real

HIGHLIGHT

@ Bullion, automobiles
and property lead
demand.

estate transactions are
estimated at Rs 100 crore.
Utensil sales are also
expected to contribute to
festive business.
Meanwhile, gold
and silver prices have

declined over the past

week. Former Raipur
Bullion Association
president Harkh Malu

said gold fell from Rs
1,47,100 to Rs 1,42,770
per 10 grams, while sil-

ver dropped from Rs
2,06,100 to Rs 1,84,100
per kg. Automobile deal-
ers are reporting strong
bookings,  particularly
for electric vehicles and
newly launched models.

Traders expect strong festive shopping

Amar Parwani, National Vice Chairman of the Con-
federation of All India Traders (CAIT) and
member of the National Traders™ Welfare -
Board, said market sentiment remains pos-
itive ahead of Diwali. He noted that Gane-
shotsav and Navratri witnessed enthusiastic
shopping, creating expectations of strong festive sales.
Traders have made extensive preparations for Pushya
Nakshatra, anticipating robust purchases across all
segments. Falling just ahead of Diwali, this auspicious
occasion is expected to further strengthen consumer
enthusiasm and market activity.

L

Food Department seals Bakery factory
over serious hygiene violations

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Food and
Drug Administration
Department conducted
surprise inspections at
several sweet shops and
bakery  establishments
across Raipur, uncover-
ing serious hygiene vio-
lations. The department
sealed The Bread Basket
factory in Samta Colony
after finding rats and
unhygienic  conditions
in its bread storage area.
The inspection was led
by Food Department Con-
troller Deepak Agarwal
and a team of officials.
During the raid, approxi-
mately 80 kg of bread and

eight sacks of flour were

seized for destruction.
Samples of bread, snacks
and cookies manufac-
tured at the factory were
also collected and sent for
laboratory testing.

The factory, owned by
Vikas Jadwani, was sealed
due to serious sanita-

BT
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tion lapses. Officials also
inspected Khatri Sweets
in Bhanpuri, Krishna
Sweets in Kamal Vihar
and Agarwal Mithai Wala
in Davda Colony. The
teams checked food qual-
ity, cleanliness and com-
pliance with prescribed
safety standards.

Collectorate watchman found
dead, Police probe debt angle

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A tragic inci-
dent came to light at the
Raipur Collectorate on
Saturday morning when
a watchman was found
dead inside the prem-
ises, amid preparations
for the State Festival. The
deceased was identified
as Dinesh Kumar Patel
(50), who was working as
a watchman at the Collec-
torate.

According to pre-
liminary information,
visitors and employees
noticed the watchman’s
body hanging near the
staircase and alerted the
authorities. Following
the incident, Civil Lines

police reached the spot
and initiated an investi-
gation.

Police said that Patel,
son of Prabhu Ram Patel,
was a resident of Shri Sai
Nagar, Boria Khurd, RDA
Colony, under Tikrapara
police station limits. Ini-
tial investigations have
indicated that financial
difficulties and mounting
debt may have been fac-
tors behind the incident.

Jal Jeevan Mission
contractors demand
payment transparency

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The payment dis-
pute between the Chhat-
tisgarh government and
Jal Jeevan Mission contrac-
tors has intensified, with
the protesting association
questioning the depart-
ment’s claim of releasing
Rs 6,836.51 crore. Con-
tractors allege that the
figures include payments
made during the previ-
ous government’s tenure,
while more than Rs 5,000
crore in dues remains
outstanding.  According
to departmental data, Rs
4,985.35 crore was paid
for single-village schemes,
Rs 1,690.94 crore for multi
-village schemes, Rs 136.18
crore for support activ-
itles and Rs 24.04 crore
for water quality testing.

However,
Contractors’
Associa-
tion presi-
dent Biresh
Shukla has
demanded a transpar-
ent account of payments
made specifically during
the present government’s
tenure. He questioned
why contractors were still
protesting if such substan-
tial payments had been
released. The department
has stated that Rs 612 crore
was allocated for single-vil-
lage scheme payments in
the current financial year,
of which Rs 162.46 crore
has been released. The
remaining amount is being
processed.  Contractors,
however, allege delays in
bill clearance and pay-
ment processing.

| VB TOWER PHASE-2 LAUNCHED |

VB Tower launches Phase-2,
hands over Phase-1 office spaces

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Following the suc-
cess of Phase-1, Vishwab-
harti Automobiles Private
Limited has launched VB
Tower Phase2 in Mowa,
Raipur. A ceremony was
also organised to hand
over Phase-1 office spaces
to clients. Renowned moti-
vational speaker Sonu
Sharma and MP Brijmohan
Agrawal presented the keys
to the office owners. Dur-
ing their visit, the guests
appreciated the project’s
architecture, greenery
and modern amenities.
Motivational Speaker Sonu
Sharma said that location,
facilities and a positive
working environment play
an important role in busi-
ness success.

He described Phase-2

as a suitable option for
startups and expanding
businesses. Chief Guest MP
Brijmohan Agrawal said
success in today’s com-
petitive market requires
visionary thinking, an
understanding of changing
market trends and strat-
egies aligned with future
needs. Director Yashwant
Agrawal said the response
to Phase-1 reflects custom-
ers’ trust and that Phase-2
aims to raise commercial
infrastructure standards in
Raipur. Director Abhishek

Agrawal said modern
businesses need well-con-
nected, secure and produc-
tive workspaces. Director
Aditya Agrawal added that
the project would combine
premium offices with fur-
nished studio apartments
to meet future business
and lifestyle requirements.
Alok Sharma, Director of
sales partner The Verified
Property, said Phase2
offers an attractive combi-
nation of location, modern
facilities and investment
potential.

| REOPENING OF RAIPUR OFFICE |

SEBI eves Raipur return amid Nationwide office expansion

Central Chronicle News

SEBI plans wider
outreach to
strengthen investor
protection nation-
wide.

RAIPUR: The Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) is planning
to expand its local office
network across the coun-
try, raising hopes of the
reopening of its office in

Raipur. The regulator is
considering eight loca-
tions as part of efforts to
improve investor griev-
ance redressal, promote
financial literacy and
strengthen investor pro-
tection.

SEBI operated a local
office in Raipur from 2015
until 2023-24, after which
it was closed. Its possible
reopening would provide
investors in Chhattisgarh
with easier access to ser-
vices, including assistance

with complaints against
listed companies and mar-
ket intermediaries, along
with investor awareness
programmes. Established
on April 12, 1992, under
the SEBI Act, the regulator
is responsible for protect-

HIGHLIGHT

@ Raipur office
reopening under active
consideration.

ing investors, developing
the securities market and
regulating its function-
ing. It is headquartered in
Mumbai and has regional
offices in Ahmedabad,
New Delhi, Kolkata and
Chennai, besides local
offices in other cities. As
part of its latest expansion,

SEBI has opened a local
office in Chandigarh to
serve investors in Punjab,
Haryana and the Union
Territory. Preparations are
also underway for offices
in Jaipur, Lucknow, Guwa-
hati, Bhubaneswar, Vijay-
awada, Dehradun and
Bengaluru. Chhattisgarh’s
expanding industrial and
economic activity, includ-
ing growth in steel, power,
IT and automobile sectors,
has contributed to a grow-
ing investor base.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

INCOME TAX
Income Tax Department holds

Vigilance Awareness walk

RAIPUR: The Income Tax Department
organised a Vigilance Awareness Walk
at the CBD Complex in Nava Raipur as
part of Vigilance Awareness Week to
promote integrity, transparency and a
corruption-free society. The event was
organised by the Office of the Principal
Director of Income Tax (Investigation),
Raipur, in coordination with the Addi-
tional Commissioner of Income Tax
(Central), Raipur, under the guidance
of the Director General of Income Tax
(Investigation), Bhopal.

The walk was attended by Smt.
Anubha Tah Goyal, Commissioner of

0

Income Tax (Central), Appeals, Rai-
pur; Shri Tarun Kannaujiya, Additional
Commissioner of Income Tax (Central),
Raipur; and Shri Mohal Agrawal, Joint
Director of Income Tax (Investigation),
Raipur. Officers and officials of the
department participated enthusiasti-
cally in the programme. The initiative
aimed to spread awareness among
citizens about the importance of hon-
esty, ethical conduct and accountabil-
ity in everyday life. Participants high-
lighted the need for collective efforts to
strengthen public commitment towards
integrity and eliminate corruption.

NATIONAL UNITY DAY

NTPC Nava Raipur observes Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas with administration of pledge

RAIPUR: Birth Anniversary of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel was celebrated as
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas (National Unity
Day) on October 31, 2026 with Admin-
istration of Pledge at NTPC Nava
Raipur.

Smt Sangita Dash, GM (P&S) and
Shri Harsh Ahuja, ED (USSC - C&M)
administered the “Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas Pledge” to all employees in
Hindi and English respectively.

Speakers on the occasion remem-
bered Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s con-
tribution and decisive leadership to

[N

peacefully integrate over 550 princely
states into the Indian Union, shaping
the modern map of India.

The celebration highlights that
India’s true strength lies in its “unity
in diversity,” bringing together peo-
ple of various religions, languages,
and cultures under a shared national
identity.

f

‘SAFE CHILDHOOD’ AWARENESS PROGRAMME
Salem English School organises ‘Safe

Childhood’ awareness programme

RAIPUR: Salem English School orga-
nised a ‘Safe Childhood’ (Surakshit
Bachpan) awareness programme at its
auditorium on October 31, 2026, focus-
ing on child safety, protection and
children’s rights. The initiative aimed
to educate students about potential
risks and encourage them to speak up
against uncomfortable or unsafe situ-
ations. The programme was attended
by Chief Guest Amit Kumar Rathore,
Additional District Judge, along with
Ajay Kumar Khakha, Additional Dis-
trict Judge; Purushottam Chandrakar,
representative of the Child Welfare
Committee (CWC); and Lomin Sahu,
Para-Legal Volunteer from the District
Legal Services Authority.

During the session, students were
sensitised about good touch and bad
touch through simple explanations.
They were also guided on staying
alert around strangers at school, while
travelling and in other public places.

Ll .P'_ !{\
Special emphasis was placed on cyber
safety, with information about online
crimes and precautions while using
mobile phones, computers and the
internet. Children were encouraged to
report any uncomfortable experience
without fear to their parents, teachers,
school principal or police.

The speakers stressed the impor-
tance of awareness, timely commu-
nication and collective responsibil-
ity in ensuring children’s safety. The
programme was conducted under
the guidance of Principal Rupika Law-
rence. K. K. Singh, Principal-in-charge
of the Chhattisgarh Board section, was
also present.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
Pink illumination campaign promotes
Breast Cancer Awareness

RAIPUR: Marking Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, Shubh Diagnostic
Centre x CureBay has illuminated its
building on Mahadev Ghat Road, Ash-
wani Nagar, in pink to spread aware-
ness about breast cancer and the
importance of early detection. The
initiative aims to encourage women
to undergo regular screening and seek
timely medical advice. As part of the
awareness campaign, the diagnostic
centre is offering a flat 15% discount
on Sonomammography (breast ultra-
sound) until November 15, 2026, to
make screening more accessible to
women.

Sonomammography is a painless,
radiation-free imaging procedure
used to examine breast lumps, dense
breast tissue and other abnormalities.
Women experiencing lumps, changes
in breast shape or skin, nipple dis-
charge or persistent pain are advised
to consult a doctor.

According to the centre, scans are
examined by experienced radiolo-

gists, with reports provided within
three hours. The facility is located
on the first floor above Shri Ganesh
Vinayak Netralaya, Ashwani Nagar,
Mahadev Ghat Road, Raipur. Gour
Patnaik, DGM-Sales, Shubh Diagnostic
Centre x CureBay, said the initiative
aims to overcome fear and hesitation
among women and make screening
affordable and accessible.

Sachin Das Burma, Head-Branding,
CureBay, emphasised that awareness
and timely screening are essential for
better health outcomes.
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During inspection of medical
shops and institutions, several
serious irregularities came to light,
following which instructions were

issued to serve show-cause notices /

to the concerned institutions.

VK Langeh
Collector- Mahasamund
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Raipur Region

National Unity Day honours
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

India’s Iron Man, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s birth anniversary is celebrated
every year on 31st October as National Unity Day.

Central Chronicle News

RAJNANDGAON: The birth
anniversary of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel, popularly
known as the ‘Iron Man
of India’, is celebrated
every year on October
31 as National Unity Day
(Rashtriya Ekta Diwas).
The occasion honours
his extraordinary contri-
bution to India’s unity,
integrity and sovereignty
while inspiring citizens to
uphold national solidarity
and social harmony.
Following  indepen-
dence in 1947, integrating
more than 560 princely
states into the Indian

Union was one of India’s
biggest challenges. As
Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Home Minister,
Sardar Patel played a deci-
sive role in accomplishing
this historic task through
his political vision, diplo-

matic skills and determi-
nation. His leadership in
resolving complex situa-
tions involving Junagadh
and Hyderabad strength-
ened the foundation of a
united India. In 2014, the
Government of India offi-

cially introduced National
Unity Day to commemo-
rate Sardar Patel’s birth
anniversary. The occasion
aims to spread aware-
ness about national unity,
integrity and security.
Across the country, activ-
ities such as Unity Runs,
national unity pledges,
cultural programmes
and seminars are orga-
nized. The 182-metre-tall
Statue of Unity in Gujarat
stands as a tribute to
his remarkable legacy.
India’s strength lies in its
diversity of languages,
religions, cultures and
traditions. Despite these
differences, unity and

HIGHLIGHT

® On this day, his
contributions and
ideals are remembered
in building a unified
India.

brotherhood remain the
nation’s defining char-
acteristics. Sardar Patel
believed that collective
strength and mutual
cooperation were essen-
tial for national progress.
In modern India,
Patel’s ideals continue
to inspire citizens to
rise above  divisions
based on caste, religion,
language and region.

Mishra exposes
superstition-linked
human rights abuses

A

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Renowned oph-
thalmologist and presi-
dent of the Chhattisgar-
h-based Andhashraddha
Nirmulan Samiti, Dr
Dinesh Mishra, has called
for coordinated inter-
national action against
human rights violations
arising from supersti-
tion, particularly the
persecution of women
accused of witchcraft.
Addressing a session on
“Witchcraft and Human
Rights” at the United

|
Al
Nations headquarters in
Geneva, Dr Mishra said
women in several Asian
and African countries
continue to face physical
and psychological abuse,
public humiliation, social
ostracism and, in some
cases, murder following
allegations of witchcraft
or black magic. Children
and people with albi-
nism are also targeted by
harmful superstitions in
some regions. He attrib-
uted these practices to
illiteracy, inadequate
healthcare.

| SAND MINING ALLEGED |

Illegal sand mining allegations
surface in Mohmela

Central Chronicle News

ARANG: Allegations of
large-scale illegal sand
mining have surfaced in
Mohmela Gram Panchayat
of Arang block, where
villagers claim that sand
has been extracted from
the Mahanadi River for
nearly two years. Accord-
ing to residents, 5-6 JCB
machines and around
80-100 Hyva trucks are
reportedly involved in
daily excavation and trans-
portation, generating an
estimated turnover of Rs

8-10 lakh per day. Villagers
have also raised questions
about the alleged involve-
ment of the Sarpanch,
her husband and certain
influential individuals,
demanding an impartial
investigation.  Residents

further allege that the
movement of heavy vehi-
cles has severely damaged
village roads, creating
difficulties for farmers,
schoolchildren and com-
muters while increasing
accident risks.

Collector revises
local holiday for

November 20

MAHASAMUND: Collector
Vinay Kumar Langeh has
revised the previously
declared local holidays
for Mahasamund district
for the calendar year
2026 under the provi-
sions of the General Book
Circular. According to the
revised order, the local
holiday earlier scheduled
for Monday, November 9,
2026, on the day following
Diwali (Govardhan Puja),
has been cancelled. In
its place, Friday, Novem-
ber 20, 2026, has been
declared a local holiday
on the occasion of Nam-
dev  Jayanti/Devuthani
Ekadashi (Tulsi Puja).

| PROTEST AGAINST FACTORY |

Farmers protest against

cement plant mlmng prOJects

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH:  Farmers
under the banner of the
Kisan Adhikar Sangharsh
Samiti staged a protest
in Bhilai against the
proposed Shri Cement
factory and limestone
mining projects in the
Khairagarh region. Farm-
ers from several villages,
including Daniya, Atar-
iya, Hanaiban, Udaipur,
Sandi, Bundeli and Sita-
dabri, reached the Envi-
ronment Department
office at Battis Bangla
in a convoy of over 80

vehicles and submitted
a memorandum. The

protesters demanded
cancellation of proposed
limestone mining proj-
ects, a permanent halt to
the cement factory and
the return of acquired
agricultural land. They
expressed concerns over
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the potential impact on
groundwater, air quality,
soil fertility and agricul-
tural production. Led
by committee president
Lukeshwari Janghel, the
protest witnessed par-
ticipation from numer-
ous villagers, including
women farmers.

| CYCLE RALLY |

Cyclothon organized by NSS

to promote drug free soclety |

Central Chronicle News

LAWAN: The National Service
Scheme (NSS) unit of Govern-
ment College, Lawan, orga-
nized an Anti-Drug Cyclothon
under the campaign ‘Nasha
Mukt Yuva for Viksit Bharat’
to spread awareness about
substance abuse. College Prin-
cipal Yashwant Raj Mahilane
flagged off the rally, which
proceeded from the college
campus to Lawan Police Sta-
tion. A total of 162 volunteers

participated,

encouraging
young people to stay away
from drugs and adopt healthy
lifestyles. Shiv Mangal Singh
Chauhan of Lawan Nagar

chief guest.

Panchayat attended as the
Police officials
educated participants about
drug-related crimes and rele-
vant legal provisions.

| CYCLONE DISRUPTS FARMERS’' CROPS |

Central Chronicle News

PITHORA: Continuous heavy
rainfall and strong winds trig-
gered by the coastal storm
have caused significant dam-
age to standing crops in sev-
eral villages of the Basna
Assembly constituency, rais-
ing concerns among farmers
about their financial security.
Expressing concern over
the situation, Congress leader
and District Panchayat mem-
ber Moksha Kumar Pradhan
demanded immediate relief
and financial assistance from

the government and district
administration. He said farm-
ers invest their savings in
seeds, fertilizers, pesticides,

Cyclone destroys crops deepens farmers’

diesel and other agricultural
expenses.
sonal rainfall and waterlogging
have damaged their nearly
harvest-ready crops, putting
their livelihoods at risk. He
emphasized that farmers need
concrete
than mere assurances. Prad-
han urged the administration
to immediately deploy spe-
cial survey teams in affected
villages. He demanded joint
inspections by Revenue and
Agriculture Department offi-
cials to ensure transparent
assessment of crop losses.

However, unsea-

assistance rather

PM Kisan releases Rs 3.38 crore to Bijapur farmers

BIJAPUR: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi released
the 24th installment
of the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) scheme from
Banaskantha,  Gujarat.
On this occasion, a dis-
trict-level ~ programme
was organized at Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Bijapur,
jointly by the Agriculture
Department and the KVK.

Under the scheme,
Rs 18,680 crore was

transferred to the bank
accounts of over 9.34
crore farmers nation-

wide. In Bijapur district,
16,927 farmers received
a total of Rs 3.38 crore

through Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT).
The Prime Minis-

ter’s address was broad-
cast live and watched
by public representa-
tives, officials and farm-
ers. Deputy Director of
Agriculture P.S. Kusare
briefed farmers about
departmental schemes,
paddy procurement and
the effective utilization
of financial assistance for
agricultural activities.

SUKMA:  The much
-awaited Bastar Olympics
2026, organized by the
Chhattisgarh Govern-
ment under the theme
“Our Sports, Our Bastar,
Our Identity,” is set to
provide a major platform
for local sporting talent.
Registration =~ remained
open from October 1 to
30, with 72,811 athletes
registering in Sukma dis-
trict. According to block-
wise figures, Chhindgarh
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recorded 31,989 registra-
tions, followed by Sukma

Reglstratlon for Bastar Olympics

with 23,759 and Konta
with 17,063. The partic-
ipants include 50,570
women and 22,241 men,
reflecting strong partici-
pation across the district.

Competitions will be
conducted in 11 sports
disciplines, including ath-
letics, archery, football,
karate, kabaddi, volley-
ball and kho-kho. Partic-
ipants will compete in
junior (14-17 years) and
senior categories.

| KARWA CHAUTH |

Women celebrate Karwa Chauth, pray for hushands’ longevily

Central Chronicle News

RAJIM: The festival of
Karwa Chauth was cele-
brated with great devo-
tion and enthusiasm
in Rajim town and sur-
rounding rural areas
on Thursday. Married
women observed a day-
long nirjala fast, praying
for the long life, good
health, prosperity and

happiness of their hus-

bands. Following tra-

ditional rituals, they
worshipped Karwa Mata
and broke their fast
after sighting the moon
in the evening. Enthu-
siasm among women
was evident from the
early morning as they
prepared for the festival
according to traditional
customs. In the evening,
they gathered to listen
to the Karwa Mata Vrat

Katha and performed
special prayers. However,
cloudy weather over the
preceding days created
uncertainty about the vis-
ibility of the moon, leav-
ing women eagerly wait-
ing for its appearance.
Although the moon was
expected to be visible at
8:18 PM, persistent cloud
cover delayed the sight-
ing. Finally, at around 9:11

PM, the moon appeared
briefly  through the
clouds, bringing joy and
relief to women observ-
ing the fast. Women
including Valita Sahu,
Godavari Sahu, Sunita,
Kalpana, Neetu and
Deepa shared that they
had been waiting on their
rooftops since the sched-
uled time, continuously
watching the sky.

Cyclone Arnab destroys
paddy crops in Anvari

ANVARI: Unseasonal rain-
fall and strong winds trig-
gered by Cyclone Arnab
have caused extensive
damage to paddy crops in
the Anvari region, increas-
ing farmers’ distress.
Mature crops ready for
harvesting have been flat-
tened by strong winds and
rain, while waterlogging in
several fields has further
increased the risk of crop

loss. Farmers had invested
heavily in seeds, fertiliz-
ers, pesticides and other
agricultural activities,
hoping for a good harvest
and better returns. How-
ever, the sudden weather
change has shattered their
expectations. There are
concerns that fallen paddy
grains may begin to sprout
or rot if adverse weather
conditions continue.

CYCLONE ARNAB

Collector orders
RBC 6(4) farmer
relief measures

BEMETARA: Cyclone
‘Arnab’ has caused exten-
sive damage to standing
Kharif crops in several
parts of Bemetara dis-
trict, raising concerns
among farmers. Taking
immediate action, the
District Collector has
directed the Revenue and
Agriculture departments
to assess crop losses
under the provisions of
Revenue Book Circular
(RBC) 6(4) and provide
financial assistance to
eligible farmers. Fol-
lowing the instructions,
joint teams from both
departments have started
field inspections across
affected villages.

RAJYOTSAV

Prakash
Awasthi to star
al Rajvolsav

KHAIRAGARH: On the
occasion of Chhattisgarh
State Foundation Day,
a grand Rajyotsav 2026
celebration will be orga-
nized in Khairagarh-Ch-
huikhadan-Gandai district
on November 2. A major
attraction of the celebra-
tions will be the Star Night
programme featuring pop-
ular Chhattisgarhi film
actor and artist Prakash
Awasthi at Fateh Maidan
in Khairagarh. Prakash
Awasthi is a renowned per-
sonality in the Chhattis-
garhi film industry, known
for his distinctive acting
style, impressive dialogue
delivery and strong con-
nection with the regional
language and culture.

HONORED

Dongargaon scout
Rahul receives
Governor’s award

DONGARGAON: The
Bharat Scouts & Guides,
State Headquarters, Rai-
pur, organized the Gover-
nor’s Award and Decora-
tion Ceremony at the Lok
Bhavan Darbar Hall in
Raipur. The programme
was attended by Gover-
nor Ramen Deka, Edu-
cation Minister Gajendra
Yadav and State Commis-
sioner Inderjit Khalsa.
During the ceremony,
Rahul Sahu, a Scout from
Government Boys’ Higher
Secondary School, Don-
gargaon, was honoured
with the prestigious Gov-
ernor’s Award certifi-
cate by Governor Ramen
Deka in recognition of his
achievements.

ACTION TAKEN

Actlion against
illegal paddy
transportation

MAHASAMUND: To
ensure transparent and
smooth paddy procure-
ment during the Kharif
Marketing Year 2026,
the Mahasamund district
administration has inten-
sified surveillance against
illegal paddy transpor-
tation under the direc-
tions of Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh. Saraipali
SDM Tejpal Singh Dhruve
informed that eight
check-posts have been
established to monitor
illegal paddy transpor-
tation and prevent the
activities of middlemen.
As part of the enforce-
ment drive, restrictive
action was taken against
eight middlemen.
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Fun&locus

In which district of the!
state is the first music|
university located inf
Chhattisgarh stat

country and entire Asia? s

=

The first person from Chhattisgarh

In

Which player from Chhattisgarh has
captained the Indian women's hockey
team?

(a) Neha Bajaj

(b) Tandra Rai Chowdhury

(c) Saba Anjum

(d) Anjani Patel

In which year was the English translation of
the famous book 'Chhattisgarhi Grammar'
by Chhattisgarh's great grammarian Hiralal
Kavyopadhyay published by the famous
linguist Sir George Grierson in the Bengal

’ i

lives.

Medical Marvel -
‘The Magic Mold

to be awarded the Padma Shri f== 1928, a
() LR P named Alexander Fleming
accidentally left a petri

dish open and grew mold
on it. That mold turned out
to be penicillin, the world’s
very first antibiotic, which
has saved over 200 million,

SCIENCE WATCH

scientist

scientists
they could mix blood
with a special chemical
(sodium citrate) to stop
it from clotting. This
allowed them to store
blood
and
the front lines to save
wounded soldiers.

Medical Marvel -
Modern Blood Banks

During World War

dis

in "blood
transport

Medical Marvel -
Vaccine

l,
covered | The first vaccine was
invented when Edward
Jenner noticed that
milkmaids who caught
a mild illness from cows
never got the deadly
smallpox virus. This
discovery eventually
helped wipe smallpox off
the face of the Earth.

banks"
it to

Asiatic Society's Journal?

Who first wused the
'Chhattisgarh' in literature?

| Emerging |

( The Bhanjdev Samman is given. ] }
.9""“'_“1( Maharaja Pravirchand Bhanjdev was |"'4“5t”=‘|
6 India | the popular king of which princely

state? The Chhattisgarh government
awards the Maharaja Pravirchand
Award for his outstanding performance
in the field of archery.

Which institute is doing the structural design
of the proposed Jaitkham at Girodpuridham
in the state, whose height is being kept at 77

meters? .
5 Answers- o3
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Look closely at the two pictures beloy, ~

~ Canyou find all the differences? :

@m y ~

Why are brass and copper

ANSWERS K2

0 Popcorn stall sign

Ferris wheel
(star colour)

(colours)

0 Popcorn stall sign

centre 9 Popcorn stall sign

Ferris  wheel cablnsoBaIIoons (colours) a

Boy's hoodie
(blue/red)

Girl's hoodie
(pink/purple)

Tent colour
(red/blue)

Clouds

(one extra cloud)
Popcorn vs. cotton
candy (and colour
of cotton candy)

Walking boy's hoodie
(green/orange)
outﬁt@

Walking  girl's
(yellow/purple)
0 Carousel horse colours

utensds r.oated mth tm"

7%, Copper and brass utensils must be
| tinned (coated with a thin layer of tin,
#' atraditional process known as kalai)
to prevent chemical reactions,
food contamination, and corrosion.

The tin layer shields the underlying
metal from daily wear, simplifies
cleaning, and extends the overall
lifespan.

.NOVEMBER 01-THE DAY IN HISTORY

November 1 marks a major milestone in Indian history primarily
multiple Indian states and union territories celebrate their
foundation days, like Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh,Haryana and Punjab.
On this day, in 1950 India’s first Indigenous Steam Engine rolled
out of the Chittaranjan Locomotive Works.
Also on November 01, 1973, Mysore State was officially renamed
Karnataka, and the Laccadive, Minicoy, and Amindivi Islands were
renamed Lakshadweep.
This same very day, William Shakespeare’s tragedies and plays,
including Othello (1604) and The Tempest (1611) had their first
recorded royal court performances.

Daily Horoscope

ARIES

You might find it difficult
to control your emotions-
Your unusual behaviour will
confuse people around you
and leave you frustrated.
If you were about to take a
loan and had been engaged
in this work for a long time,
then today is your lucky
day. Spend some pleasant
time with your children in
the evening.

Gemini )

Argument with a
quarrelsome person may
spoil your mood. Be wise
and if possible avoid it,
as feuds and fusses will
never help you. Today, you
can get into a fight with
someone close, and things
can escalate to the court.
Because of this, your hard-
earned money will be spent.
Your knowledge and good
humour would impress
people around you.

Leo

Inject a bright beautiful
and glorious picture in your
mind to uplift your spirits.
An old friend of yours can
advise you on how to earn
more profits in business
today. If you follow his/her
advice, you're definitely
in luck. You will also make
important contacts through
friends. Today, you should
try to complete your tasks
on time.

Libra

Today is not a very high-
energy day for you and
you will get irritated over
small matters. The court
will make decisions in your
favour today if you were
involved in a case regarding
money-related matters. It
will benefit you financially.
A change of residence will
be highly auspicious.

Sagittarius

You may get rid of your
tension. Although your
financial position improves
but the outflow of money
will still create hindrance
in executing your projects.
Friends will come to your
aid if needed. Unexpected
romantic inclination.
Favourable planets will
bring you plenty of reasons
to feel pleased today.

Aquarius

Your charming behaviour
will attract attention. Simply
ignore those who approach
you for temporary loans.
You will have difficulty in
getting your point across
to people who matter the
most in your life. Relive
your precious moments by
going on a picnic with your
beloved.

Taurus

Tension athome would make
you angry. Suppressing
them would only increase
physical problem. Get rid
of it with physical activity.
It is better to leave the
irritating situation. Traders
and Businessmen  who
have relations with foreign
countries are likely to lose
money today, so think
carefully before taking any
step forward.

Cancer )

Sheer pleasure and
enjoyment for you- as you
set about to enjoy life to
the fullest. Today, you can
spend a lot of money on
a party with friends, but
despite this, your financial
side will remain strong
today. Someone may try
to cause you some harm-
With strong forces working
against you.

Virgo

Outdoor sports will attract
you-Meditation and yoga
will bring gains. Married
couples may have to spend
a lot of money on the
education of their children
today. If you have pressure
on your mind-talk to your
relatives or close friends-
as it would take the burden
off your head. love and
compassion  will  settle
everything down.

Scorpio )

Don't get nervous and lose
your confidence as you
meet some high profile
persons. It is as essential
for good health as capital
for business. Your idea of
saving money for yourself
can be accomplished today.
Today you will be able to
save appropriately. Children
will make you feel proud
with their achievements.

Capricorn )

Try to put your high
confidence to good use
today. Despite a hectic day
you will still be able to
gather back your energy.
If you are a student and
want to study abroad, then
financial crisis at home can
upset you today. Good day
to communicate with people
whom you rarely meet.

Pisces )

Health will remain fine
despite a busy schedule.
Those who are operating
small-scale businesses can
get any advice from their
closed ones today, which
can benefit them financially.
Your domestic scene will be
somewhat unpredictable.
Today your love blooms to
show what a beautiful deed
you have done.

€% Buzz Aldrin was the
first human to journey into outer space. |

The ancient Roman i .
Colosseum is located in Italy. ) e ;
‘Ag’ is the chemical symbol ' ?

for the precious metal Gold? @

Great Wall of China was primarily
built and expanded to protect against invasions
from Xiongnu and the Mongols.

Norway is famously referred
to as the ‘Land of the Rising Sun’,

s ——

(1) False - Soviet cosmonaut Yuri G_ag;arin was the first human
to journey into outer space on April 12, 1961, (2) False - City of Rome
(3) False - Au (4) True  (5) False - Japan or Nihon or Nippon.

& WORD OF THE DAY

Diligent
g

Part of
Speech:

Cé
G
0
(:

Having or showing care
and conscientiousness in
one's work or duties.

Adjective

A diligent student always
completes homework on time
and revises daily.

W Hardworking, studlous, and aﬁentwe
m Lazy, idle and negligent. |

. Sovereignty

A Dad’s Ringtone

Teacher:
“Tina, why were you
absent yesterday? | tried
calling your father, and
his phone was switched off."

Across

1 Local authority (7)
5 Personnel (5)
8 Wept (5
9 Curtly (7)
10 Exact (7)
11 Indian stringed instrument (5)
12 Bicycle for two (6)
14 Fought with swords (6)
18 Indications (5)
20 Simple and natural
in manner (7)
22 Mournful poems (7)
23Din (5)
24 Donned (3,2)
25 Marine algae (7)

Down

1 Pilot's compartment (7)
2 Join together (5)

3 Common painkiller (7)
4 Missive (6)

5 Categories (5)

6 Germ-free (7)

7 Lobby (5)

13 Fail to care for (7)

15 Baltic country (7)

16 Come down (7)

17 Girls (6)

18 Rams and ewes (5)

19 Descendant or heir (5)
21 Chosen few (5)

Tina: “That wasn't his phone
‘ being off, teacher—that's
just his rmgtone!”
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Maharashtra needs 50,000
electric buses.

Devendra Fadnavis,
Maharashtra Chief Minister

BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

Al Advantage Summit 2026
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Joint Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, K. K. Singh attended the India Al Advantage Summit 2026, organised by the Trade Promotion
Council of India (TPCI), at ITC Maurya, in New Delhi | Photo PTI

India’s extreme poverty
drops to 2.6%: World Bank

World Bank reports India’s extreme poverty declined from 27.1% in 2011 to 2.6%

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India’s
extreme poverty rate
dropped sharply to 2.6
per cent in 2023 from 27.1
per cent in 2011, with the
country lifting an esti-
mated 496 million people
out of poverty, a World
Bank report said.

The World Bank’s
report titled ‘India Pov-
erty and Equity Brief:
October 2026’ said the
poverty estimates are

based on the lower mid-
dle-income country
threshold of USD 4.20
per day and the extreme
poverty threshold of USD
3 per day, measured at
2021 purchasing power
parity (PPP).

Over the past decade,
India has made remark-
able progress in reducing
poverty across both mon-
etary and non-monetary
dimensions,  recording
“one of the fastest poverty
declines” in the world, it

said. “Between 2011 and
2023, the share of the
population living below
the Lower Middle-In-
come Country line (USD
4.20/day, 2021 PPP) fell
from 57.7 per cent to 16.1
per cent, lifting an esti-
mated 496 million peo-
ple out of poverty, while
extreme poverty (USD 3/
day) declined from 27.1
per cent to 2.6 per cent,”
it said. The report further
said that poverty is pro-
jected to continue declin-

in 2023, marking significant economic progress.

ing, albeit more gradually,
with the poverty rate at
the USD 4.20/day line
expected to fall from 14.2
per cent in 2026 to 12.1
per cent by 2028. These
indicative = microsimula-
tion-based projections will
be updated as labour mar-
ket and macroeconomic
data are revised, or new
data becomes available. In
a post on X, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the World Bank iden-
tifies strong consumption

growth, rising employ-
ment, especially among
women, and expanded
social transfers, including
food subsidies, as major
drivers.

She said that under the
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, the
government’s  sustained
policy efforts are yielding
tangible results, strength-
ening the foundations
for inclusive growth and
greater economic oppor-
tunity.

UPI Payments now
available for Burj Khalifa,

Singapore attractions

Press Trust Of India

Indian tourists can
book international
attraction tickets

using UPL

NEW DELHI: Indian tour-
ists can now use the
Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI) to book tick-
ets online for Dubai’s
Burj Khalifa and major
attractions in Singa-
pore, including Uni-
versal Studios, Singa-
pore Oceanarium, and
Adventure Cove Water-
park. The initiative is
aimed at making inter-
national travel book-
ings easier for Indians
by enabling them to
use their preferred UPI
applications for online
payments at these des-
tinations, the Finance
Ministry said in a state-
ment on Friday.

NPCI International
Payments Ltd (NIPL), the
international arm of the
National Payments Cor-

&
o i __ 1,
"

! ="
b .1 -
poration of India (NPCI),
entered into strategic

partnerships with the
UAE and Singapore on
July 29 and September
9, respectively, to facil-
itate UPI-based online
bookings. In the UAE,
UPI acceptance has been
enabled for At the Top,
Burj Khalifa, in partner-
ship with NEOPAY and
Emaar Entertainment.
It is the first attraction
in the UAE to implement
UPI for e-commerce, the
statement said. In Sin-
gapore, UPI acceptance
has been extended to
Resorts World Sentosa
in collaboration with
FOMO Pay, a payment
institution.

| CAPACITY-BUILDING NETWORK |

SEBI plans skill upgrade
for Independent Directors

Press Trust Of India

SEBI proposes col-
laborative initiative to
strengthen corporate
governance.

KOLKATA: Capital market
regulator SEBI is exploring
the creation of a capacity
-building network involv-
ing institutions, profes-
sional bodies, academia
and industry chambers
to strengthen the skills
and effectiveness of inde-
pendent directors amid
expanding corporate gov-
ernance responsibilities.
SEBI Chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey at a session
of the Bharat Chamber of
Commerce here on Sat-
urday said the proposed
network would facilitate
greater interaction among
stakeholders and help
improve the overall stan-
dard of independent direc-
tors. The initiative comes
against the backdrop of
growing expectations from
independent  directors,

)
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HIGHLIGHT

® Network to enhance
directors’ skills and
effectiveness.

whose responsibilities are
increasingly extending
beyond regulatory com-
pliance to safeguarding
shareholder interests and
strengthening  business
performance. “We have an
idea to develop a capacity
-building network for inde-
pendent directors where
all the important institu-
tions, professional bodies,
academia and industry
chambers come together

to upgrade the capacity
building of the indepen-
dent directors system as a
whole,” Pandey said.

He said soon a con-
sultative process will be
launched. = Emphasising
the need to strike a bal-
ance between account-
ability and operational
independence, he said
SEBI was conscious that
regulatory oversight
should be proportionate
and should not impose an
excessive burden on inde-
pendent directors.

“We should have pro-
portionate oversight on
the independent direc-
tors and not an excessive
burden from the point of
view of regulators,” he
said.

Pandey said the regula-
tory framework and cor-
porate governance code
already provide several
safeguards and empower
independent directors to
discharge their responsi-
bilities, he said in reply to
questions.

| COAL PRODUCTION |

Coal production shields India ﬁzm price volatility

Press Trust Of India

Domestic coal pro-
duction strengthens
India’s energy security
amid global uncer-
tainty.

NEW DELHI:  Domestic
coal production is shield-
ing the country’s economy
from global price swings
even as pressure on the
energy sector persists,
with the International
Energy Agency expect-
ing gas markets to remain

tight through 2027, Coal
Secretary Vikram Dev Dutt
said on Friday. Speaking
during a stakeholder con-
sultation on ‘Mining for
Future’ in Panjim, Goa,
he said that the past eight
months had tested the sec-
tor. When the conflict in
West Asia disrupted LNG
and LPG supplies from
late February, coal stocks
at mines and power plants
allowed the government
to assure the country of
steady power, and he
thanked the industry for

that, the coal ministry said
in a statement.
He also
that the pressure has not
eased. “The International

cautioned

Energy Agency expects
gas markets to stay tight

HIGHLIGHT

® Homegrown coal
buffers economy
against price shocks.

through 2027. Asian spot
LNG averaged USD 17.5 per
MBtu in the second quar-
ter, 45 per cent higher than
a year earlier; global coal
demand is forecast at a
record 8.94 billion tonnes
in 2026. Each tonne we
produce at home pro-
tects the economy from
these swings,” the secre-

tary said. He added that
domestic demand points
in the same direction.

NITI Aayog projects
that India’s coal demand
will rise from about 1.25
billion tonnes in 2025
to more than 2.6 billion
tonnes by 2050 under cur-
rent policies, and remain
above 1.8 billion tonnes
even on a net-zero path-
way, as steel, cement, and
power the country’s
three largest coal-consum-
ing sectors -- continue to
expand.

FOREX RESERVES DURING WEEK ENDED OCT 30
India’s forex reserves drop by USD 1.27 billion
to USD 719.75 billion

FOREX

RESERVE

MUMBALI: India’s forex reserves further
dropped by USD 1.269 billion to USD
719.748 billion during the week ended
October 30, the RBI said. The overall
reserves had dropped by USD 5.011 bil-
lion to USD 721.016 billion in the previ-
ous reporting week ended October 16.

The reserves had touched an all-
time high of USD 785.706 billion for
the week ended September 4, driven
by a heavy flow of currency as part
of a special concessional swap for
deposits from the diaspora through
which banks raised a record sum
of nearly USD 133 billion but have
been on a declining trend ever since.
Experts attribute the sharp decline in
the kitty to deployment of the FCN-
R(B) resources and also to currency
defence put up by the RBI through

dollar sales. For the week ended
October 23, foreign currency assets,
a major component of reserves,
increased by USD 1.358 billion to USD
593.205 billion, according to the data
released by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). Expressed in dollar terms, the
foreign currency assets include effects
of appreciation or depreciation of
non-US units, such as the euro, pound
and yen, held in foreign exchange
reserves. The value of gold reserves
decreased by USD 2.65 billion to USD
103.15 billion during the week, the
RBI said. The Special Drawing Rights
(SDRs) were up by USD 27 million to
USD 18.605 billion, the apex bank
said. India’s reserve position with the
IMF decreased by USD 4 million to
USD 4.787 billion, the RBI said.

HIKES WINDFALL TAX

Govt hikes windfall
tax on diesel, ATF
shipments

NEW DELHI: The government on Sat-
urday hiked windfall gains tax on
export of diesel and ATF and slashed
the levy to zero on petrol for the fort-
night beginning October 31. For ATF
exports, the duty has been hiked mar-
ginally to Rs 11/litre, from Rs 10.5/litre
for the fortnight. The rate of special
additional excise duty (SAED), along
with road and infrastructure cess on
export of diesel, will now be Rs 11.5
a litre, up from Rs 8.5 a litre. Duty on
petrol exports has been slashed to nil,
from Rs 2.5 per litre, for the next fort-
night. The finance ministry in a noti-
fication said the duty changes will be
effective from October 31.

Amid escalating tensions in West
Asia, the government imposed an
export duty on diesel and ATF on
March 27 and revised the rate every
fortnight. Beginning May 16, the levy
was imposed on petrol exports. The
ministry also said there is no change
in the existing duty rates on petrol and
diesel cleared for domestic consump-
tion. The windfall tax was levied to
increase domestic availability of the
fuel amid the war in West Asia.

ASSUMES CHARGE

Jatin Kumar Nayak
takes charge as CMD
of IREDA

NEW DELHI: Jatin
Kumar Nayak has
assumed charge
as the Chairman &
Managing Director
of Indian Renew-
able Energy Devel-
opment Agency (IREDA), a company
statement said. Prior to this appointment,
Nayak held the position of Executive
Director (Finance) at REC Ltd.

Nayak has over three decades of rich
and diverse experience, the statement
said. He has served as Chief Financial
Officer of erstwhile REC Transmission
Projects Company Limited, a subsidiary of
REC. Earlier in his career, he has worked
with NHPC, Hindustan Copper, National
Aluminium Company Ltd (NALCO) and
Neelachal Ispat Nigam Ltd. His experi-
ence spans over the power sector and
resource-intensive industries, including
mining and metals. He also brings sub-
stantial expertise in domestic and inter-
national resource mobilisation, strategic
treasury management, corporate finance,
taxation and legal affairs, project appraisal
and monitoring, lending operations, loan
recovery, and stressed asset management.

EV COMPONENT MANUFACTURING
HD Kumaraswamy urges auto industry to invest more
in EV component manufacturing

PUNE: Union Minister for Heavy Indus-
tries H D Kumaraswamy on Friday
urged the automobile industry to
invest more in electric powertrains,
batteries, power electronics, light-
weight materials, vehicle software
and hydrogen technologies. Speaking
at the inauguration ceremony of six
manufacturing facilities of electric
mobility firm EKA Mobility in collab-
oration with Pinnacle Industries here,
the Minister also said that India is
making rapid strides towards becom-
ing a global manufacturing power-
house. The vision of Aatmnirbhar
Bharat and Viksit Bharat in 2047 has
provided a strong bridge to indige-

and services. “The Ministry of Heavy
Industries has focused on translating
policy intent into measurable out-
comes. Our schemes are supporting
investment, domestic value addition,
advanced technology, manufacturing
and transition to cleaner mobility,” he
said.

nous manufacturing, technological

innovation and sustainable mobil-
ity. The expansion of indigenous
manufacturing capabilities in elec-
tric commercial vehicles, automo-
tive components and engineering
solutions emancipates the growing
confidence of India’s manufacturing
ecosystem, he said.

The automotive and auto-com-
ponent industry is central to India’s
manufacturing strategy, the minis-
ter said, adding that it supports mil-
lions of livelihoods, anchors a vast
electricity ecosystem and is a pow-
erful multiplier effect across steel,
electronics, engineering, large-scale
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Buddha Relics
arrive in Arunachal

Exhibition to offer an opportunity to connect more closely with Buddhist heritage.

Press Trust Of India

ITANAGAR: Sacred Pip-
rahwa relics linked with
Lord Buddha arrived in
Arunachal Pradesh on
Saturday for a three-week
exposition in the north-
east state starting with
Tawang, with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi say-
ing the exhibition would
offer devotees an oppor-
tunity to connect more
closely with Buddhist
heritage.

The holy relics will
be on display at the
iconic Tawang Memo-
rial, before being taken
to Bomdila and Namsai,
reflecting Arunachal
Pradesh’s rich Buddhist
traditions.

Taking to X,
Arunachal Chief Minis-
ter Pema Khandu said he
received the sacred relics

at Tawang Air Force Sta-
tion and expressed his
gratitude to the IAF for
safely transporting them
from New Delhi.

“A historic and deeply
humbling moment for
Tawang and the people
of Arunachal Pradesh...
For Buddhist devotees
across the world, these
sacred relics represent
a profound connec-
tion with Lord Buddha,
inspiring faith, compas-

sion, wisdom and the
pursuit of inner peace,”
he said. In another post
on the social media plat-
form, the chief minister
said he witnessed the tra-
ditional Buddhist rituals
at Gaden Namgyal Lhatse
(Tawang Monastery),
ahead of the Sacred
Exposition of the Holy
Relics of Lord Buddha.
“The rituals included
Thrisol, associated with
the purification of the

sacred remains; Ramne,
performed to ward off
evil influences and neg-
ative forces; and Man-
dal Tensung, invoking
prayers and blessings for
the well-being and auspi-
cious preservation of the
sacred relics,” Khandu
said.

PM Modi said the
exposition was of
immense spiritual and
cultural significance,
and extended his greet-
ings and best wishes to
the people of Arunachal
Pradesh. He praised the
efforts of the Union Min-
istry of Culture, the state
government and all oth-
ers associated with orga-
nising the event, saying it
would provide devotees
a special opportunity to
pay their respects and
seek the blessings of lord
Buddha.

Puri files nomination
for Rajya Sabha bypoll

Press Trust Of India

74-year-old leader
arrives at Assembly
with MP CM.

BHOPAL: Union Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Saturday filed his nomi-
nation papers as the BJP
candidate for the upcom-
ing Rajya Sabha by-elec-
tion in Madhya Pradesh,
even as police detained
several Congress leaders
ahead of planned pro-
tests against his candida-
ture.

The 74-year-old leader
reached the state
Assembly building
shortly after 11 am, along
with  Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav and BJP
state president Hemant
Khandelwal under tight
security. Before sub-
mitting his papers, the
Union Petroleum Minis-
ter paid obeisance at a
gurudwara and visited
Karuna Dham Ashram

to seek the blessings
of Sant Sudesh Shand-
ilya Maharaj. MP Min-
ister Krishna Gaur was
among the proposers for
his candidature.

The BJP’s Central
Election Committee had

FACTS

BJP nominates
Puri for vacant Rajya
Sabha seat.

announced Puri as its
nominee on October 28
for the seat vacated by
the resignation of Union
Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs L
Murugan, whose term
was due to end in April
2030. In the 230-mem-
ber Madhya Pradesh
Assembly, the effective
strength for the Novem-
ber 12 bypoll stands at
229 after Congress leg-
islator Mukesh Malhotra
was disqualified follow-
ing a court ruling.

Better option

BHOPAL: AI+ Smart-
phones has announced
a price hike of up to Rs
3,000 on selected mod-
els, effective November
15, 2026, citing con-
tinued cost pressures,

particularly in  the
affordable smartphone
segment.

The company has so
far absorbed rising costs
to keep its smartphones
affordable. However,
increasing component
expenses have prompted
a limited price revision
to balance affordability
with a better customer
experience.

Customers can pur-
chase their preferred Al+
smartphone at existing
prices until November
14, 2026.

The price increase,
ranging from Rs 1,000 to
Rs 3,000, will apply to
selected variants of the
Al+ Pulse 2 FE, Pulse 2,
Nova 2 5G, Nova 2 Neo
5G, Nova 2 Power 5G,
Nova 2 Pro 5G and Nova
2 Ultra 5G.

However, the price of
the AI+ NovaFlip 5G will
remain unchanged at Rs
49,999. Despite indus-
try-wide cost challenges,
Al+ Smartphones reit-
erated its commitment
to delivering affordable
technology, reliable per-
formance and long-term
value to Indian consum-

Press Trust Of India

Bilaspur facility is the
fourth depot in the
country.

BILASPUR: The South
East Central Railway
(SECR) has commenced
the testing and main-
tenance of 16-coach
Vande Bharat train-
sets at its maintenance
depot in Bilaspur. With
the beginning of main-
tenance operations for
Train No. 20825/20826
Bilaspur-Nagpur-Bilas-
pur Vande  Bharat
Express, the first phase
of the depot’s develop-
ment has become oper-
ational. The second
phase of the project is
also progressing.

The Bilaspur facility
is the fourth depot in
the country developed
for the maintenance of
Vande Bharat trainsets.

GM INSPECTION

Bilaspur depot begins Vande
Bharat mamtenance operatlons

It is equipped with mod-

ern machines, equip-
ment and advanced
technical facilities

designed to ensure effi-
cient and safe mainte-
nance. One of its key fea-
tures is the retractable
overhead electrification
(OHE) system, which
enables overhead elec-
trical wires to be moved
as required during
roof-level maintenance,
ensuring safe and unin-
terrupted working con-
ditions. On the occa-
sion, SECR General

SECR GM conducted a
detailed inspection

Depot ensures efficient
16-coach trainset
maintenance

Manager Tarun Prakash
conducted a detailed
inspection of the depot
and reviewed the func-
tioning of the pit line,
machinery, equipment
and automated systems.
He interacted with offi-
cials and supervisors

to understand their
operation and mainte-
nance. He emphasised
the need to ensure that
all equipment functions
smoothly in accordance
with safety standards
and that the modern
facilities are utilised
effectively. He also wit-
nessed the washing of a
Vande Bharat rake at the
automatic coach wash-

ing plant.
The depot has a
423-metre-long, fully

covered Inspection Bay
Line (IBL), along with a
specialised inspection
system for checking all
four wheels. It also has a
centre pit line for exam-
ining the undergear of
trainsets, floor-level
inspection facilities for
the sides of coaches,
platforms providing
access to coach interiors
and dedicated working
platforms for roof-level
maintenance.

Crucial period

BENGALURU: The festive
season in India marks a
crucial period for busi-
nesses to strengthen
relationships with their
partners, recognize
employees, and celebrate
with colleagues. Address-
ing this vital corporate
need, Amazon Business
has curated 10,000+ gift-
ing options, with deals of
up to 75% off MRP along
with additional bulk dis-
counts of up to 14% on
eligible purchases during
the Amazon Great Indian
Festival. With a wide
selection of corporate
gifts across categories
and budgets, businesses
can explore everything
from festive gift hampers.

Madhya Pradesh has
11 Rajya Sabha seats,
of which the BJP holds
seven and the Congress
three, with one cur-
rently vacant.

Anticipating protests
against Puri’s candi-
dature, Bhopal police
detained several Con-
gress leaders ahead of
the nomination filing.

Youth Congress dis-
trict president Amit
Khatri was taken to
Ashbagh police station,
while state vice-pres-
ident Abhishek Par-
mar and district presi-
dent Ankit Dubey were
detained at Habibganj
police station.

NEWSLINE

‘Historic day’

BJP national general

secretary Sunil Bansal
on Saturday described
the launch of the party’s
first trade union at the
Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose International Airport
here as a “historic day”,
announcing plans to set
up similar bodies in sev-
eral other sectors.

L State Bank of India

BRANCH - SME DURG, MOB: 7991183115, 9926800983

E-Auction Motice For Movable Property

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Movable Assests (Vehicle) under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read
with praviso fo Rule B(2) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Bormower that the
below described Vehicle morigaged to the Secured Credifor, the Physical possession of
which has been {aken by the Authorised Officer of State Bank of India, the Secured
"As is What is" and "Whatever there is" basis on

Creditor, will be scld on "As is Where is",

11.11.2026(11:00 A.M. TO 4.00 P.M.) for recovery of dues o State Bank of India, Secured

Creditors from below mentioned Bormower.

Date & Time of E-Auction: 11/11/2026, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

Mame of the Borrower- W's Sant Kumar Maurya, ?rapﬂuur Sh, Sant Kumar Maurya
, Address: Ward No. 33, Rajeev
Durga Mandir, 8e|:-11 Khursipar, Dist-Durg,

$fo Ram Lacchan Mau

Z1!lne-2, Near

Sr.
No. Details of Vehicle

Reserve Price |[EMD Price Bid

Increment

1 | Tata Signa 5530 Tip Trailer| ¥ 2788505/-

Registration No. CG11BN3659

¥278850.50/-| T 100000/~

2 | Tata Signa 5530 Tip Trailer|7 2744405/-

Registration No. CG11BN3660

T 274440.50/- T 100000/

3 | Tata Signa 5530 Tip Trailer|7 2734955/

Registration No. CG11BN3662

1273495.50/-| 7100000/

4 | Tata Signa 5530 Tip Trailer|72832605/-

Registration No. CG11BN3665

T 283260.50/-| T100000/-

5 |Tata Signa 5530 Tip Trailer|¥2722355/-

Registration No. CG11BN3667T

3272235.50/-| T 100000/

Inspection of Vehicle Date & Time : 10.11.2026, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Last Date of Submission of EMD: 11.11.2026, Time: upto 3.00 pm

Auction web page/portal hitps://baan
e-auction web portal of h

all statutory fnon- statuto

Date: 01.11.2026, Place: DURG

net.com . Bidders/buyers have to transfer the EMD
amount to their Global EMD Wallet using online mode by registering with respective
:ibaanknet.com . If the EMD amount is not available in the
Global EMD Wallet, the system will not allow the bidding. The registration, KYC documents
werification and EMD daposit in the wallet should be done in advance before the auction. As
parthe information of the authorized officer, there is no other encumbrance on the Vehicles,
yet the interested bidders/buyers should get all requisite information from the concerned
office/department any encumbrances related to the Vehicles before submitting their bid.
The decision regarding Vahicles to be takan at the discretion of the bidder. * The paymant of
dues, taxes, rates, assessments, charges, fees etc., owin m
any autharity or to anybody shall be the sole resp-unsumhty of successful bidder uniy
e-auction will be online and sold on "As is where is”, "As is what is” and"Whatever there i |s
basis. Process of e-auction from Bank's remgnlzed genvice provider Baanknet will be
conducted by Web Portal: https://baanknet.com . For details of tarms and conditions of
sala, kindly visit the websiles i.e. www.baanknet.com | www.sbi.co.in,

Place of Vehicle Inspection : Hightech Parking, Opp. Durga Dharamkata,
Beside Flipkart Best Price, Ring Road No. 2, Bhanpuri, Raipur (C.G.)

Interested bidders/uyers participating in e-Auction process is required to register before
the reasonable time of auction lhrquh Bank's recognized Service Provider Baanknet

Authorized Officer, State Bank of India

dw 3itm @y

Enforcement Rules, 2002.

KONDAGAON Branch, NH 30 MAIN ROAD, DIST.-

The under mentioned Borrower / Guarantor

KONDAGAON,

C.G. - 494226, Mobile No. : 7587017535
CEGEE N E mail: kondag@bankofbaroda.co.in

POSSESSION NOTICE (As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002)

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the Bank of Baroda under the Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred
under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Motice to
the following borrowers / guarantors calling upon the Bommowers to repay the amount mentioned in the respective
notices within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said nofice.
having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/Guarantors and the Public in general that
the undersigned has taken possession of the property descnbed herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him under sub-section (4) of section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 and under section 14 of the Security Interest

b E - =@l Regional Office, First Floor, Zonal Market, Sector-10,Bhilai (C.G.)- 490006 | POSSESSION
LBt L 2l PH: 0788 - 2261892,2264992, E-mail: recovery.durg@bankofbaroda.bank.in

{As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002) whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of
the Bank of Baroda under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of
powers conferred under section 13{12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued 2 Demand Notice to the following
borrowers / guarantors calling upon the Borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notices within 60 days from the date of receipt of the
said notice. The under mentioned Borrower / Guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given fo the Borrowers/Guarantors and the
Public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub - section
(4) of section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 and under section 14 of the Act of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 .

NOTICE

5. |Name of Borrower/
N.|Guarantor

Description of Property

Demand Notice Date,
Amount & Symbalic /
Physical Possession Date

01|Mrs. Nayana Nath
Wia Mr. Vijay Shishal
Nath, House No. WES/
IND 4, RNM Kondagaon,
Bandhapara, Ward Mo.-
13, Kondagaon, C.G.
(484226) , and

All that part and parcel of the property situated at:
Kh. No. -1106/4 Part, House MNo. EWS/IND 4, RNM,
Kondagaon, Bandhapara, Ward Mo. 13, Plot Area —
Sqg.Ft.GF Built up Area -280 Sq.Ft. Mouza- Bandhapara,
Kondagaon, Tehsil And Dist. - Kondagaon, C.G. The
Properly is Bounded By: North — Road, East- Open and
Pump House, South — EWS 10, West - EWS 03.

06.08.2026

Rs. 10,43,257.00
+ interest

+ other charges
29.10.2026
Symbolic Possession|

560

co-borrower Mr. Vijay Shishal Nath Sfo Mr. Shishal Wilfred Nath, A28, Amlidih, Telibandha, Raipur,Near
St, Joseph School, Raipur,C.G. (492008)

The Borrowers [ Guarantors f Mortgagors in particular and the public in genaral is hereby cautioned not to deal with
the abave mentioned property and any dealings with the propertyfies will be subject to the charge of Bank of Baroda for

ers. The company will above mentioned amount interest and other char, * isi isi

. . T : ges thereon. The Borrower's attention is invited to pravision of
continue to monitor S, Branch Name of Borrower / Guarantor DESE"P".IUI'I of Pmperly :::z:‘: :g.;‘;:br;?::e} sub - section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the s.'ecunl'e; assats. .
component costs and N. [Name/Ph.No. | & Address Physical Possession Date| |Date:01.11.2026, Place: Kondagaon, Chhattisgarh Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda
changing market condi- o1|Durg Main |Mrs. Deepa Sonpipre [Residential Flat No.- 02, 1st Floor, Ward No. 12, PH No. 16/24,[07.04.2026
tions while focusing on B ﬁ h Duraland M Ahf, S PIPT® |knasra No.- 13147234 , Near Shiv Mandir, Oid Amapara |Rs. 16,43,817.00 A8, | Indian Overseas Bank Kawardha Branch, Mob.: 8925953121, Email: iob3121@iob.in

. . s ranch, Uu g an I ay =onpipre admeasuring 1500 sq. ft. Bounded: On the North by : Road, |+ interest+ other charges VV = .

accessible pricing and 9752410745 On the South by - Plot No. 64 of Santosh Jain, On the East by: | 27,10.2026 sfosz=1 3aeedior aias | Durg Branch - Mob.: 325352877, Email: iob2877@iob.in
improved user experi- Flat No. 3, On the West by : Road. Symbolic Possession SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

ence. ':jhe Bormwersf Guam?turs ll I-;:rtgag_crs in parﬁ;uiar andgthe pu?lg.:;in general is hereby_cautlnned no: _tr.: deal with the ab;:re mentioned property and any [Under Proviso to Rule 5{2} and Rule aw} of the sﬂ:uriw Interest (Enfurcemenl] Rules 2002]
dealings with the: propérty/ie wik be subjsct to the charge of Bank of Baroda for abovs mentionad amount wnterest and ather charges hereon. E-Auction Sale Notice far Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
P The B ited f 8) of 13 of the A f lab deem th red
TR FFe O ForelT e Borrower's atienion is invited to provision of sub-eection (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured asaste. of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with provisoto Rule 6(2) & Rule 8(5) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
eveTRier, o (Bt | [Dae:01.11.2026, Place: Bhilal, Chhattisgarh Authorised Officer,Bank of Baroda | | Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described
x e immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Sacured Creditor, the constructive possession of which has been taken by the
1 HEAT I/ 3 - ; Fm Authorized Officer of Indian Overseas Bank, (Secured Creditor), willbe sold on “Asis where is”, "As is what is™ and “Whatever
- : I x u there is" on below mentioned dates, for recovery of outstanding dues specified below (along with further interest at
““_“"“_“aagﬂgzﬁiggi: ﬁﬁ 3 Eﬂ?J REQIUM Oﬁlce, FirSl Flﬂﬂr, ZUnal MarkEl: SEGtﬂr 10,Bh||a| [C'G) 4900% POSSESSION contractual rates and rests, besides casts/ charges incurred till the date of repaymentinfull) due tothe Indian Overseas Bank,
s 2 . ' (Secured Creditor.)
e e ENTV{:E 0 PH: 0788 - 2261892, 2264992, E-mail. recoverydurg@bankolarodabankinl - NOTICE i i e vty
£t garea fig (As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002) Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of :'- Name of he Accouni & Branch “;Tg:;::;i‘g:ﬂ“:;r:;s ‘Esﬂimg:lll:u uﬁiﬁp Reserve Price
ﬁﬂsﬁmmﬁm&t the Bank of Baroda under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,2002 and in exercise of o - P Lo EMD
HenT EY 2358, ETaRET ’Tf' powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice to the following 1.|M/s Prem Naresh Paper Box Industries Equitable Mortgage of “’33323%& Rs. 2,17,81,600/
fremr . 491001 borrowers / guarantors calling upon the Borrowers to repay the amount menticned in the respective notices within 60 days from the date of receipt of the Proprigtor - Mr. Deepak Banjare $/o Mr. Naresh | fagtory L&B of Kh. No, | (850D ) Rs. 21,78,160/-
q', Wi : i p sl : Kurnar Banjare) Address: Unit/ Office Address: (+] further interest
ey - amdeT aterter s said netice. The under mentioned Borrower [ Guarantor having failed fo repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/Guarantors and the Survey Ncé B, Village- Lalpurkala, R N MChIIF 246/11(01d Kh. No. 246/7 at contractual rates
LE hEl Public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub - section Tehsil-Bodla, Dist- kabeerdham (C.G.) 491995, part) measuring 0.186 | and rests, besides costs / charges
sifferarT 2002 &7 GRT 14 3 T8 | | (4) of section 13 of the Act read with Rule & and under section 14 of the Act of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 . E””ﬁ"ﬂ" Addrgss_ Deg all; ﬁanjazrﬁe %fr? tr;-wr. hectare, 20021 sq ft. and Kh | incurred till the date of repayment in full.
dyg wut o it anfiaer T : aresfl kumare Banare vard ho_cb, LIV | g, 246,/6 measuring 0.230 hectare 24747 sq.ft. Village-Lalpurkala, PH.
Demand Notice Date, - - et : A 5 ! i
e T e | S. | Branch Name of Borrower | Guarantor | Description of Property Adoeikd Symbolia ) R e Do oo e o0h: [ No.-37, RN M -Chi, Tehsi- Bodta Dist-Kabirdha n the name of Shi
TV A SR e N. [Name/Ph.No. | & Address Physical Possession Date Naresh Kumar Banjare, H N 5;} Village- | Despak Banjare S/o Naresh Kumar Banjare R/o Kawardha,Tehsil-

Kawardha, Bounded as under : North-Nala, South-Road, East-Other's

st S % oftn sl
Plot, West-Other's Plot

Khaira,Post- Dashran BQ%JUI'F‘II'I Em}e 491336,
o, Forem o (@) wrar e e, | | O

M/s Oxone Infratech 1. All that part & parcel of the property consisting of residential |14.03.2026 Mobile No-863030 Guarantor and

ROSARB

idi - Mortgagor :- Mr.Deepak Banjare , 5/o Mr. Naresh
o ' sy <t | | [raneh Durg [PV, L. Gorowen 08 nd e g o7 Ko o 5 i g M
Higwr, TEdle TwaTE fRT g Mr. Kumar Shiv Prakash /22, Hausa No.z. Steet Mo. 208, Ward No.01,Ashish Nagar,1 1,40, 71,172.71 Deepa | Di jial | Rs.43,02,760/- 000/
FOFT (1) 888/2, S 16986 TFE 7723024982 | birector & Guarant Risali, Bhilai, Tehsil and Distt. - Durg, Area - 2400 Sq. Feet, |, |\ 2 lsni:s, sme; Bx;llall1 Lr;!rawf’rgﬂrrt]emtr.lm%.h pa Iglar;rﬁdun 2 mg%ﬁa& LTI g%ﬁh Rs. 38,00,000-
i arma, H. No-147, Ward No-11, Maharana : X -
irector & Guarantor), belonging to Mr. Santosh Kumar Dubey S/o Late Mr. Jaleshwarl,. oiher charges r sqfts. In the name of Raj| (+) further interest Rs. 3,80,000/

Ud (2) TWHNT AV 492/5, T 6534
Fhle, | 5 s T wWoa & a1
wtferer g e o Hew & 0T
A e AT AT T 8, R o R
16.11.2026 T WId: 11.30 99 ¥ 39
AT [EEGE]

I HE 3 et aufie o e

Pratap Bhavan, Shankar Nagar, Durg ,C.G.
491001, Guarantor and Morigagor :- Mfs Raj
Construction, Proprietor: Mr. Rajendra Prasad

Mr. Naveen Sharma (Director & Guaranter), |Nath Dubey. Bounded: On the North by: Road, On the Sauth

Mrs. Jyoti Prakash (Guarantor) and by: Others House, On the East by: House of Sahu, House No. 30'10'2926 )
Mr. Santosh Kumar Dubey (Guarantor) 1, On the West by: House No. 3. Symbolic Possession
2. Khasra No. 58, PH No. - 19/22, Flat No.- 201, 2nd Floor, Garden Apartment, Ward No. 83, Maitri Kunj, Risali, Bhilai. Tehsil and Distt.-
Durg. Area 1210.89 Sq. Feet belonging to Mrs. Jyoti Prakash W/e Mr. Kumar Shiv Prakash and Mr. Kumar Shiv Prakash Sfo Late
Mr. Sahjanand Prasad. Bounded: On the North by: Open Sky, On the South by: Flat No. 202, On the East by: Entry Corridor and stairs,
On the West by: Open Sky.

i at contractual rates

'ﬁfﬂ %r; jﬂ;ﬁ g ,[apmpprgfggrd and rests, besides costs / charges
Sharme) situated near Viaan Lincurred tl the date of repayment in ful.
Sharma, H.No-147, Ward No-11 Maharana | industries,Kn.No.979/4(part of 979/1) Ph.No.17,Village-
Pratap Bhavan, Shankar Nagar, Durg ,C.G.|Joratarai, Tah/Dist: Rajnandgaon (C.G.) Boundaries:- North- Govt. land
431001, Branch : Durg and Road, South- Jaypal, East- Govt, land and Road, West- Jaypal

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the service providers link https://baanknel.comy’ and link provided in

Aafer ¥ 1 e SURwTEFT B . . - . , - . Indian Overseas Bank, Branch - Kawardha & Durg, Secured Greditors website .e. www.iob.in [https://www.ioh.in/
iy 7 =9 & e o st The Barrowers / Guarantars / Mortgagors in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the above mentioned property and any | | TanderDetails.aspx?Tendertype=E_Auction].
AT Y T | af: e dealings with the propertyfies will be subject tolme charge of Eank of Barndla for above rne:ntlpned amount interest and other charges thereon. This may also be treated as a Notice under Rule 6{2) and Rule 8(6)/Rule 8{1) of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 to
freT aveTfrmr, The Borrower's attention is invited to provision of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. the borrower/s and guarantor/'s of the said loan about holding of e-auction on the above mentioned date.
@ XroieTa (8.1.) )  |Date:01.11.2026, Place: Bhilal, Chhattisgarh Authorised Officer,Bank of Baroda | [pate: 30.10.2026, Piace: Raipur Authorised Officer, Indian Overseas Bank
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o oo Israel’s Verdict: Power Without a Mandate!?

OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Live life when you have it. Life is a splendid

gift—there is nothing small about it.”
[ Florence Nightingale ]

| OUR VIEW |

Israel’s Political
Uncertainty Tests
Strategic Partnerships

srael’s fractured electoral verdict has created fresh political

uncertainty at a time when the country faces serious

security challenges and growing diplomatic pressures.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has emerged as a leading
contender but remains short of the parliamentary majority
required to form a government. The outcome reflects a deeply
divided electorate unwilling to give either political camp a deci-
sive mandate. The immediate challenge is coalition formation.
With Netanyahu’s right-wing bloc falling short of the required
61 seats in the 120-member Knesset, smaller parties could
determine Israel’s political future. Opposition leader Gadi
Eisenkot faces similar difficulties, making negotiations and
political compromises unavoidable. Three possibilities domi-
nate the political landscape: an opposition coalition supported
by Arab parties, a national unity government, or Netanyahu
securing additional lawmakers from rival formations. Each
arrangement carries considerable ideological and political
complications. Beyond electoral arithmetic lies a larger ques-
tion concerning Israel’s democratic stability. The devastating
Hamas attack of October 2023, prolonged military confronta-
tions and controversies surrounding Netanyahu’s leadership

again at a crossroads of

uncertainty. The parlia-
mentary election held on
October 27 failed to dislodge
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu from the politi-
cal arena, but it did not give
him an unimpeded mandate
to govern either. According
to preliminary projections
available on October 29,
Netanyahu’s coalition was
expected to secure 53 seats,
while the opposition bloc
led by Gadi Eisenkot could
win 48. Arab parties were
projected to secure 19 seats
collectively. In the 120-mem-
ber Knesset, Israel’s Parlia-
ment, a majority of 61 seats
is required to form a govern-
ment. Thus, even the bloc
emerging with the largest
number of seats faces the
prospect of being unable
to form a government. The
broad conclusion emerging
from the analyses of Reu-
ters, the Associated Press,
the BBC and The Guardian
is clear: Netanyahu has not
suffered a decisive political
defeat, but neither have vot-
ers handed him an unequivo-
cal mandate.

It would be a mistake to
view this election merely

Israeli politics stands once

for the failure to anticipate
the attacks? Can declarations
of military victory guaran-
tee lasting security for the
people? Netanyahu must
answer these questions. Yet
he sought to portray his lead-
ership as the country’s prin-
cipal shield against external
threats, emphasising military
achievements and the dan-
ger posed by Iran. The Oppo-
sition called for change but
failed to translate its appeal
into sufficient electoral sup-
port for an alternative gov-
ernment.

The decline in Netan-
yahu’s coalition strength
from 68 seats in the outgo-
ing Parliament to a projected
53 is significant. It points to
growing dissatisfaction with
his leadership. Nevertheless,
it would be premature to
declare his political career
over. As analyses in The
Washington Post have sug-
gested, his ability to survive
politically remains a defin-
ing feature of Israeli politics.
The corruption cases against
him, controversies surround-
ing an independent inquiry
into the security failures
of October 2023, exemp-
tions from military service
for ultra-Orthodox commu-

Dr.Kolahalam
Ramkishore

etanyahu bloc may have a
path towards a parliamen-
tary majority. However, sev-
eral Opposition leaders have
previously opposed form-
ing a government with Arab
parties. Netanyahu, too, has
rejected cooperation with
them. This exposes an inher-
ent contradiction within
Israeli democracy. If the votes
of Arab citizens are an inte-
gral part of the democratic
process, how defensible is
it to dismiss their political
role in government forma-
tion even before negotiations
begin? Speaking of demo-
cratic equality while denying
their representation in the
exercise of power amounts to
a contradiction in practice.
Even if a government is
formed with Arab party sup-
port, its stability cannot be
taken for granted. Eisenkot’s
bloc brings together centrist,
moderate right-wing and
left-wing forces that differ
over security, the Palestinian
question and religious poli-
cies. Netanyahu, meanwhile,
could attempt to secure a
majority by persuading leg-
islators from rival parties to
join him or by exploring the
possibility of a unity govern-
ment. If both approaches

torical significance. A turnout
of around 77.7%, reportedly
the highest in more than
two decades, underlines the
importance of their electoral
engagement. The projected
representation of Arab parties
makes it increasingly difficult
to ignore their political voice.
At the same time, the absence
of broad agreement among
Israel’s principal Jewish polit-
ical parties on the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state,
together with the damage to
Israel’s international stand-
ing, remains unresolved. The
election has offered no clear
answer to these fundamental
questions.

Ultimately, the Israeli ver-
dict cannot be reduced to a
simple narrative of Netan-
yahu’s victory or the Opposi-
tion’s defeat. It is a cautious
warning from a divided soci-
ety. The formation of a new
government alone cannot be
the measure of democratic
success. Accountability for
security failures, equal polit-
ical rights for minorities, a
commitment to peace rather
than perpetual warfare, and
a just approach to Palestin-
ian rights are equally essen-
tial. If these concerns are
pushed to the margins of

have intensified public divisions. Another prolonged political
deadlock could weaken public confidence in democratic
institutions. For India, however, the implications extend
beyond Netanyahu’s personal political fortunes. New Delhi
and Tel Aviv have developed a substantial strategic partnership
covering defence technology, intelligence cooperation, cyber-
security, agriculture, artificial intelligence and innovation.
Defence cooperation remains particularly significant. Israeli
military equipment and advanced surveillance technologies
contribute to India’s security capabilities. Increasing emphasis
on joint manufacturing and technology transfers also supports
India’s ambition to strengthen domestic defence production.
Nevertheless, India must recognise that durable international
partnerships cannot depend excessively on personal relation-
ships between political leaders. While the friendship between
Narendra Modi and Netanyahu has strengthened diplomatic
engagement, institutional cooperation must remain the
foundation of bilateral relations. New Delhi must also carefully
balance its growing relationship with Israel against its long-
standing support for Palestinian aspirations and its strategic
interests across West Asia. Regional instability, particularly
involving Iran, could threaten energy supplies, trade routes
and the safety of Indian expatriates. Ultimately, Israel’s political
future must be decided through democratic negotiations rather
than prolonged confrontation. For India, the sensible approach
is diplomatic continuity, strategic independence and engage-
ment with whichever government emerges. Strong bilateral
relationships should withstand electoral changes, leadership
transitions and political uncertainty.

as a contest between the nities, and pressure from
ruling establishment and farright allies constitute
the Opposition. The Hamas major challenges. Yet divi-
attacks of October 7, 2023, sions within the Opposition
the subsequent war in Gaza, may once again offer him
confrontations with Leba- an opportunity to remain in

fail, another election could post-election negotiations,
become inevitable. Such Israel’s crisis will persist,
uncertainty would weaken irrespective of who occupies
governance and compound the seat of power. Democ-
the challenges confronting racy is not merely the arith-
the country’s economy, secu- metic of counting votes; its
non and Iran, and failures power. rity establishment and inter- real test lies in the willing-
relating to national security The Arab parties could national relations. ness of those in power to
have significantly influenced now become pivotal to gov- The substantial partic- acknowledge and act upon
the electoral landscape. Who ernment formation. If they ipation of Arab citizens is the warnings embedded in
should be held accountable secure 19 seats, the anti-N- another development of his- the people’s verdict.

Chhattisgarh at 26: A Journey of Pride, Progress and Possibilities

Chhattisgarh Foundation Day Special November 1, 2026

CHHATTISGARK

FOUNDATION DAY

NOVEMBER 1

A land of heritage,
nature, progress
and people .

—

Rajyotsav is scheduled to be
celebrated from November
1 to 3 at Nava Raipur, with
cultural programmes, exhi-
bitions and ceremonies high-
lighting the state’s develop-
ment journey. Reports on the
planned celebrations iden-
tify women’s empowerment
and youth opportunities as
prominent themes, alongside
the preservation of Chhattis-
garh’s art and traditions.

The celebrations offer
an opportunity to recog-
nise the contributions of
farmers, workers, teachers,
doctors, entrepreneurs, art-
ists, sportspersons, security
personnel and countless
ordinary citizens who have
participated in the state’s
progress.

Looking ahead, sustain-
able industrialisation, quality
d edu(:ationf improved health—
= care, agricultural moderni-

hhattisgarh celebrates
its 26th Foundation
Day on November 1,

2026, marking an inspiring .5 TS iy TN— G The
journey of cultural pride, B 7 i ; ' %

economic development and
growing aspirations. Formed
on November 1, 2000, after
its separation from Madhya
Pradesh, the state emerged
as India’s 26th state, fulfilling
a longstanding demand for
separate administrative and
cultural identity.

With Raipur as its capital
and Bilaspur as its judicial
headquarters, Chhattisgarh
began its journey under
first Chief Minister Ajit Jogi.
Today, the state comprises 33
districts across five adminis-
trative divisions.

Popularly known as the
Rice Bowl of India, Chhat- ;
tisgarh has a predominantly i, b
agriculture-based rural econ- TN
omy. Paddy cultivation sup- A AR : ;:ﬁ‘ = 3 Y B 4,7 e . <
ports millions of livelihoods, nificantly to economic devel- Chhattisgarh also pos- ing professional education sation and inclusive develop-
while maize, pulses, oilseeds opment. sesses extraordinary tour- and research. Nava Raipur ment must guide the state’s
and vegetables contribute to Equally remarkable is ism potential. Chitrakote Atal Nagar symbolises the future.
agricultural diversity. Irriga- Chhattisgarh’s rich tribal her- and Tirathgarh waterfalls, state’s modern urban ambi- Twenty-six years after
tion development, improved itage. Communities including Kanger Valley National Park, tions. its  formation,  Chhattis-
farming techniques and food Gond, Baiga, Halba, Muria Sirpur’s archaeological mon- However, challenges garh stands as a remarkable
processing offer opportuni- and Maria have preserved uments, Rajim’s temples and involving poverty, unem- example of cultural richness
ties for future growth. distinctive  customs, lan- Achanakmar Tiger Reserve ployment, malnutrition, and economic potential. Its

The state’s abundant min- guages and artistic tradi- attract visitors seeking nat- environmental degradation greatest achievement will
eral resources, including tions. Festivals such as Bastar ural beauty, spirituality and and uneven regional devel- be ensuring that prosperity
coal, iron ore, limestone and Dussehra, Hareli, Pola, Teeja  history. opment demand sustained reaches every village, family
bauxite, have strengthened and Madai reflect the state’s Educational and health- attention. Tribal welfare, for- and community.
its industrial importance. cultural identity. Traditional care infrastructure has est conservation, women’s The true spirit of Foun-
Bhilai’s steel industry, Kor- dances, Pandwani perfor- expanded considerably, with empowerment and employ- dation Day lies in building
ba’s power sector and indus- mances, Dhokra handicrafts institutions such as AIIMS ment generation remain a peaceful, progressive and
trial activities around Raipur and Kosa silk showcase its Raipur, IIT Bhilai, IIM Raipur essential priorities. prosperous Chhattisgarh for
and Raigarh contribute sig- artistic excellence. and NIT Raipur strengthen- This year’s Chhattisgarh future generations.

| GUEST VIEW |

Protecting
Women Without
Denying Work

he Kerala High Court’s ruling permitting women to

work in toddy shops marks a crucial judicial shift from

state-sponsored paternalism to constitutional auton-
omy. Historically, excise laws restricted female employment
under the pretext of workplace safety. However, the judiciary
has affirmed that protective state measures cannot disenfran-
chise women or curb their freedom to choose a lawful occu-
pation. This jurisprudence builds upon the Supreme Court’s
decision in Anuj Garg v. Hotel Association of India (2007),
which struck down Section 30 of the Punjab Excise Act, 1914.
The apex court established that statutory prohibitions barring
women from liquor-serving premises
violate Articles 14, 15, and 19(1)(g) of the
Indian Constitution. Using the doctrine
of proportionality, the Court held that
the state must secure safe working envi-
ronments rather than impose blanket
employment bans that entrench gender
stereotypes and restrict economic e
independence. By applying Anuj Garg, A.C. Vineeth Kumar
the Kerala High Court reinforced that state protection under
Article 15(3) must empower, not exclude. Sex-based occu-
pational bans fail the test of reasonable classification under
Article 14 because safety risks stem from enforcement failures,
not the gender of the employee. In conclusion, excluding
women from traditional excise sectors under the guise of
security violates fundamental rights. True constitutional
governance requires states to enforce workplace safety and
eliminate institutionalized paternalism, ensuring equal access
to employment across all industries.
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Affordable Healthcare Must Become National Priority
The Supreme Court’s concern over discrepancies between medicine prices has high-
lighted the urgent need for affordable healthcare. Excessive pricing places a heavy finan-
cial burden on patients, particularly those battling serious illnesses. The government
must strengthen price regulation, ensure transparency and prevent profiteering by phar-
maceutical companies. However, affordability should not compromise medicine avail-
ability or discourage production. A balanced pricing policy, supported by effective moni-
toring, can protect patients while maintaining a sustainable pharmaceutical industry and
ensuring essential medicines remain accessible to everyone.

Nabnit Panigrahi, Rayagada

Scientific Progress Must Inspire Human Unity

Ashoke Sen’s recognition with the 2026 Oskar Klein Medal, becoming the first
Indian physicist to receive this honour, is a proud moment for Indian science. His
pioneering contributions to theoretical physics explore the fundamental unity
underlying matter and natural forces. Similarly, the ‘Out of Africa’ theory reminds
humanity of its shared ancestry. Scientific discoveries should encourage societies
to reject hatred, prejudice and discrimination. Celebrating scientific excellence
becomes truly meaningful when we embrace equality, compassion, peaceful
coexistence and universal brotherhood.

Sujit De, Kolkata
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“No rift, defeat prompts
necessary introspection.”
SunetraPawar,

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister

Tribute to Indira Gandhi
on death anniversary

On Saturday, Congress paid tribute to
Indira Gandhi on her death anniversary.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Congress
on Saturday paid heartfelt
tributes to former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
on her death anniver-
sary, remembering her
as a symbol of indomi-
table courage, unwaver-
ing determination and
visionary leadership.
Party leaders highlighted
her invaluable contribu-
tion to nation-building
and her enduring legacy
in strengthening India’s
unity, integrity and prog-
ress.

Congress President
MallikarjunKharge, for-
mer party presidents
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi paid floral trib-
utes at Indira Gandhi’s
memorial, Shakti Sthal,
in New Delhi. They also
paid homage at the
Indira Gandhi Memorial,
located at 1 Safdarjung
Road, which served as
the former Prime Minis-
ter’s residence.

Rahul Gandhi remem-
bered his grandmother by
sharing a Sanskrit shloka
that she had taught him
during his childhood.
Recalling those cherished
moments, he expressed

gratitude for the values
and wisdom she had
passed on to him. The
verse, beginning with
‘Asato Ma Sadgamaya’,
conveys the message
of moving from false-
hood to truth, darkness
to light, and mortality
towards immortality. He
described it as a beautiful
gift from his grandmother
and offered prayers for
her peace.
MallikarjunKharge
described Indira Gandhi
as an enduring inspira-
tion for the nation. He
said her remarkable con-
tributions to building a
strong, progressive and
modern India would
always remain alive in the
country’s collective mem-
ory. He also remembered

By

her supreme sacrifice in
safeguarding India’s unity
and integrity, stating that
her courage continued to
inspire generations.

In another message,
Kharge recalled her ded-

ication to protecting
the nation’s unity, sov-
ereignty and honour.
He emphasized that her
leadership and sacrifices
would remain an insep-
arable part of India’s his-
tory.

Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra also paid an
emotional tribute to her
grandmother. = Remem-
bering her personality,
she described Indira
Gandhi as a remarkable
woman whose free-
dom, depth, resilience

HIGHLIGHT

® Several posts were
published on social
media for India’s
former and only
woman PM.

and strength reflected
the qualities of the sky,
ocean, earth and fire.

The Congress, through
its official social media
account, also remem-
bered India’s first woman
Prime Minister, paying
homage to her cour-
age, determination and
unparalleled  contribu-
tion to the country.

Indira Gandhi was
assassinated by her body-
guards on October 31,
1984, in New Delhi. Born
on November 19, 1917, she
served as India’s first and,
so far, only woman Prime
Minister. Her leadership,
political journey and con-
tribution to modern India
continue to hold a signifi-
cant place in the coun-
try’s history.

The death anniversary
served as an occasion
for Congress leaders to
remember her legacy
and reaffirm their com-
mitment to national unity
and integrity.

Case
registered

KOCHI: Police have reg-
istered a case against
an Instagram user for
allegedly posting abu-
sive comments targeting
ADGP P. Vijayan in con-
nection with the Cher-
analloor road accident
case, officials said on Sat-
urday.

The case was regis-
tered by the Ernakulam
Rural Cyber Crime Police
following a complaint
from the ADGP’s office
on Friday. The accused,
identified as Rahul Reju,
allegedly posted abusive
remarks on October 28
beneath an Instagram
video showing ADGP
Vijayan visiting the fam-
ily of 55-year-old Jaya-
balakrishnan, who died
on October 25 after a
Mercedes-Benz allegedly
driven by a judge’s minor
son hit his scooter.

According to the FIR,
the comments were
intended to defame
and  humiliate  the
senior officer and cre-
ate public misunder-
standing. Police regis-
tered the case under
Section 296(b) of the
BharatiyaNyayaSanhita
and Section 67 of the
Information Technology
Act.

Police have identified
the account holder and
will summon him for
questioning. The accident
had also triggered allega-
tions of police negligence,
resulting in the transfer
of officials from the con-
cerned police station.

Massive fire

JAIPUR: A massive fire
broke outatafurniture ware-
house inthe KhaniyaBandha
area of Jaipur late Friday
night, destroying all the
raw materials stored inside.
Fortunately, no casualties
were reported, police said
on Saturday. The incident
occurred under the juris-
diction of the Kho Nagori-
yan police station. Follow-
ing information about the
blaze, police personnel and
fire brigade teams immedi-
ately rushed to the spot to
control the situation.

More than a dozen fire
engines were deployed
to extinguish the flames.
Firefighters made 22 trips
to transport water to the
site and battled the blaze
for nearly six hours before
bringing it under control.
During the firefighting oper-
ation, electricity supply to
the surrounding areas was
temporarily disrupted as a
precautionary measure.

The warehouse con-
tained various raw materi-
als used in furniture manu-
facturing, all of which were
gutted in the fire. Police
said the exact cause of the
incident is yet to be deter-
mined and an investigation
is underway.

| VIJAY SUSPENDS DEPUTY JAIL SUPERINTENDENT |

Vijay suspends jail official
after prison break

Press Trust Of India

On Saturday, Chief
Minister C. Joseph
Vijay ordered the
suspension of a dep-
uty jail superinten-
dent in Chennai.

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C. Joseph
Vijay has ordered the sus-
pension of a deputy jail
superintendent and ini-
tiated major administra-
tive changes following a
prison break at Thekkam-
patti sub-jail in Theni dis-
trict on October 26, 2026.
The action comes after 17
remand prisoners escaped
by allegedly staging a
fake medical emergency
and overpowering prison
guards.

Taking serious note of
the security breach, Chief
Minister Vijay directed
the Prisons Department
to initiate strict disciplin-
ary action against officials

responsible for negligence
and failure to maintain
security. As part of the
action, Deputy Jail Super-
intendent N. Ramalingam,
who was in charge of Thek-
kampatti sub-jail, was sus-
pended with effect from
October 30 until further
orders. The suspension
order was issued under the
Tamil Nadu Civil Services
(Discipline and Appeal)
Rules. It cited his alleged
failure to ensure proper
supervision, control and
vigilance over inmates and
prison personnel.
According to officials,
the jailbreak occurred
on the night of October
26 when 17 remand pris-
oners allegedly assaulted

FASTFACTS

® The order was given
following a prison
break in which 17
inmates tried to escape
after faking a medical
emergency.

and overpowered guards
before escaping from the
facility. Following the inci-
dent, Tamil Nadu Police
launched an extensive
search operation involving
multiple teams. All 17 pris-
oners were subsequently
recaptured and returned
to custody. Drones were
also used to locate eight
escapees hiding in thick

vegetation.
In another major admin-
istrative  decision, the

government ordered the
transfer of senior prison
officials to strengthen
security and accountabil-
ity. R. Krishnaraj, Super-
intendent of Madurai
Central Prison, has been
transferred and posted as

Superintendent of Salem
Central Prison.

Earlier, the govern-
ment had also transferred
Director General of Police
(Prisons) Sandeep Rai-
Rathore to TANGEDCO
as Chief Vigilance Officer
(CVO). K. Shankar has
been appointed as the new
Additional Director Gen-
eral of Police (Prisons and
Correctional Services).
Chief Minister Vijay has
issued a stern warning to
prison officials, empha-
sizing that maintaining
security, discipline and
constant vigilance must
remain their highest prior-
ities. He made it clear that
negligence, complacency
or failure to perform offi-
cial duties would invite
stringent disciplinary
action. The government
aims to strengthen prison
administration, improve
security arrangements
and ensure accountability
at all correctional facilities
across Tamil Nadu.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

| UTTARAKHAND CHOPPER CRASH |

Karnataka CM coordinales crash response

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: Karna-
taka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar on Saturday
expressed deep grief over
the death of five tourists
from the state in a heli-
copter crash near Joshi-
math in Uttarakhand. He
said the state government
was coordinating with
the concerned authori-
ties to provide necessary
assistance to the affected
families.

The accident occurred
on Friday, claiming the

lives of five Karnataka
residents and the heli-
copter pilot. Among the
deceased was Bengaluru
Police Inspector Arun-
Salunke, who was serving
with the Central Crime
Branch. The other vic-
tims were identified as
Prathapa, a businessman
from Hassan; advocates
Shankar Gowda and Sud-
heer K.; and H.S. Natraja,
a poultry  business-
man. The pilot, Captain
Himanshu, also died in
the crash.

Speaking to reporters

- 9
in Bengaluru, Shivaku-
mar described the inci-
dent as extremely unfor-
tunate and distressing.
He said the tragedy had
caused serious concern

e

“Stategovl
coordinating with
the concerned
authorities to
provide necessary
assistance to the
affected families.”

DK Shivakumar,
Chief Minister of Karnataka

and that the Karnataka
government was in con-
tact with officials in Utta-
rakhand and Delhi to

coordinate assistance.

Shivakumar noted that
many people from Kar-
nataka visit the region for
religious purposes and
expressed concern over
the difficulties faced by
tourists. He offered con-
dolences to the bereaved
families and prayed for
the peace of the departed
souls.

He also urged pilgrims
and tourists visiting reli-
gious destinations in the
future to exercise greater
caution and remain alert
during their journeys.

DEVELOPMEN'T REVIEW
East Coast Railway General Manager Funkwal

inspects Sambalpur
N |

ParmeshwarFunk-

BHUBANESWAR:
wal, General Manager, East Coast Rail-
way, inspected Sambalpur City Rail-
way Station today and reviewed the
progress of ongoing redevelopment
works being undertaken under the
Amrit Bharat Station Scheme.

During the inspection, the General
Manager took stock of the progress
of various station improvement and
infrastructure development works
aimed at enhancing passenger ameni-
ties and improving the overall station
environment. Funkwal stressed the

City Railway Station

| LA

importance of providing improved
passenger amenities, better circu-
lation facilities and a cleaner, more
comfortable station environment for
rail users. The General Manager high-
lighted the importance of develop-
ing railway stations under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme to provide
passengers with modern facilities and
an improved travel experience. He
advised the officials to closely moni-
tor the works and ensure the planned
improvements are implemented
effectively. PTI

BIRD SIGHTING
Ziro bird walk records 15

species along with sighting
of rare red-collared dove

ITANAGAR: Fifteen bird species, includ-
ing the rare sighting of a Red-collared
Dove at a high-altitude location, were
recorded during the 35th edition
of the Ziro Bird Walk in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Lower Subansiri district,
according to an official report. The
autumn edition of the bird-watching
event was organised at PigeyAji tradi-
tional farmland in Ziro Valley, a pop-
ular habitat that attracts hundreds of
migratory birds during seasonal tran-
sitions. The sighting of the Red-col-
lared Dove emerged as the major high-
light, as the species is generally found
in low-altitude regions. Birding guides
and researchers described its pres-
ence at the high-altitude location as an
unusual occurrence. Other bird species
spotted during the event included the
Northern Lapwing, Pacific Golden Plo-
ver, Himalayan Buzzard and Eurasian
Sparrowhawk, along with several other
species. The event witnessed participa-
tion from nature enthusiasts, local con-
servationists and birdwatchers, who
explored the valley’s rich biodiversity
and discussed the importance of pro-
tecting natural habitats. PTI

MILK PRICE HIKE

K’taka Chief Minister
Shivakumar says milk

price hike inevitable

BENGALURU: Karnataka Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar on Saturday defended
the government’s decision to increase
milk prices by Rs 8 per litre, stating that
the revision was necessary to protect
dairy farmers’ livelihoods amid severe
drought and declining milk production.
The Karnataka Cabinet approved the
price hike across all milk categories,
effective November 1. Shivakumar said
milk producers had initially demanded
an increase of Rs 12 per litre, while milk
prices had remained unchanged for sev-
eral years. Explaining the decision, he
said drought conditions had reduced
milk production, while rising fodder,
labour, fuel and packaging costs had
increased the financial burden on dairy
farmers. He added that farmers needed
adequate income to provide proper
nutrition and care for cattle and sustain
milk production. Of the Rs 8 increase,
Rs 7 per litre will go directly to farmers,
raising the procurement price from Rs
35 to Rs 42. The remaining Re 1 will sup-
port milk unions’ operational expenses.
Including the existing government
incentive of Rs 5, farmers will receive Rs
47 per litre. PTI

BS VI URGENT LISTING PLEA

Delhi HCrejects urgent hearing on vehicle ban for
not complying BS-VI emission standards

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court has
refused to grant an urgent hearing
to a petition challenging the BJP-led
Delhi government’s decision to pro-
hibit the entry of vehicles registered
outside the national capital that do
not comply with BS-VI emission stan-
dards. The restriction is scheduled to
come into effect from November 1,
2026.

The matter was mentioned before a
bench comprising Acting Chief Justice
NitinWasudeoSambre and Justice
Sanjay Sharma on Friday. However,
the bench declined the request for
an expedited hearing, observing that
there was nothing wrong with the
government’s decision and no imme-
diate urgency.

The petitioner’s counsel argued
that the restriction would signifi-
cantly affect people commuting to

Delhi from neighbouring National
Capital Region (NCR) cities, includ-
ing those using non-BS-VI-compliant
cars. Responding to the argument,
the court observed that alternative
transportation options were avail-
able. The petition will be listed for
hearing in the normal course after the
removal of procedural objections.

According to Transport Department
estimates, more than 10 lakh vehicles
from Gurgaon, Faridabad, Noida,
Greater Noida and Ghaziabad could
be affected by the restrictions, which
will remain in force from November 1,
2026, to January 31, 2027.

Under the directive, BS-IV pas-
senger cars and commercial goods
vehicles registered outside Delhi
will be prohibited from entering the
capital. However, two-wheelers are
exempted. PTI



12

THE SUNDAY REVIEW

Akka

unleashes

a powerlul
world of
women

gangsters

A powerful sisterhood faces
challenges, rivalry and
unexpected betrayals.

Akka is now streaming on Netflix.

kka is a crime thriller
that explores a world
uled by women,

where power, tradition and
sisterhood collide. Set in the
fictional South Indian town of
Perunuru during the 1980s,
the Netflix series follows an
all-female gangster syndi-
cate and its intense rivalry.
Directed by debutant Dhar-
maraj Shetty, the five-episode
show features Keerthy Suresh
and Radhika Apte in powerful
roles. Perunuru is governed
by generations of women
across three tribal divisions.
Their established order faces
disruption when mysteri-
ous outsider Rudra (Radhika
Apte) arrives, challenging
Bhavani (Keerthy Suresh),
the woman protecting her
family’s 800-year-old legacy.
The narrative moves between
timelines, revealing the ori-
gins of the sisterhood and its
growing influence. Radhika
Apte brings ambition and
vengeance to Rudra, making
her a compelling character.
Keerthy Suresh balances vul-

nerability with fierce determi-
nation as Bhavani faces diffi-
cult choices while protecting
her family’s empire. Their
confrontations are among the

series’ strongest moments,
filled with threats, tension
and emotional intensity. The
final two episodes deliver
stylish action sequences fea-
turing gun-toting women.
The violent climax is grip-
ping, with both leads making
unexpected choices. Tanvi
Azmi adds weight to the story
as a matriarch, while Anshu-
man Pushkar and Mahesh
Manjrekar contribute to the
plot. The series celebrates
women’s independence
without excessive preaching.

Perunuru values girl children,
education and employment,
while marriage takes a back-
seat to responsibility. How-
ever, the story also questions
whether women can become
their own greatest enemies.
With impressive produc-
tion design, detailed cos-
tumes and strong perfor-
mances, Akka creates an
engaging fictional world. Its
central conflict is not simply
about men versus women,
but power, ambition and sac-
rifice. A final reveal leaves
room for another season.
Despite occasional narra-
tive unevenness, the per-
formances keep viewers
invested throughout.

Sense and senszb

Central Chronicle News

and complicated relation-

ships, Sense and Sensi-
bility brings back the charm
of slow-blooming romance.
Directed by Georgia Oakley,
this adaptation of Jane Aus-
ten’s classic novel explores
love, family, heartbreak and
societal expectations through
the lives of two sisters. Daisy
Edgar-Jones and Esme Creed-
Miles play Elinor and Mari-
anne Dashwood, sisters with
contrasting personalities and
approaches to love. While
Elinor prefers to hide her
emotions, Marianne openly
expresses her feelings. Their
differences create amusing
moments, but their strong
bond remains the emotional
heart of the film. After their
father’s death, the Dash-
wood family loses its home
and financial security. The
women must navigate a soci-
ety where marriage is closely
connected to financial sta-
bility and social standing.
As they encounter love, dis-

In an era of dating apps

UGS
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appointments and difficult
choices, their relationships
reveal different sides of
human emotions. The roman-
tic stories of the sisters add
depth to the narrative. Elinor
develops feelings for Edward
Ferrars (George MacKay),
while Marianne becomes
attracted to  Willoughby
(Frank Dillane). Colonel
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Brandon (Herbert Nordrum)
also plays an important role
in the unfolding love story.
Their experiences highlight
the importance of patience,
understanding and emotional
commitment. Fiona Shaw
is particularly entertaining
as Mrs Jennings, bringing
humour and liveliness to the
period drama. The support-

Sense and Sensibility released in
theatres on October 30.

ing cast also adds charm
through  quirky charac-
ters and engaging interac-
tions. Beautiful ballroom
sequences, picturesque
countryside locations and
elegant visuals recreate Aus-
ten’s world wonderfully.
Although some portions
feel lengthy and the film
may invite comparisons with
the 1995 adaptation, it offers
a refreshing interpretation

zlzty make yearning romantic again

of the beloved classic. With
heartfelt performances,
witty moments and tender
romance, Sense and Sensi-
bility celebrates the beauty
of meaningful connections
and emotions that deserve
time to grow.

HIGHLIGHT

@ Jane Austen’s timeless
romance returns with
warmth, wit and
emotional depth.
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WHAT TO WATCH HOMEBOUND

Obsession

Cast: Michael
Johnston,
Inde
Navarrette
and others
Where to
watch: On
JioHotstar,
Obsession
follows Bear
(Michael
Johnston),
an introverted young man secretly in love with his
co-worker Nikki (Inde Navarrette). Hoping to win her
affection, he uses a supernatural artefact to make her
fall for him. However, his wish takes a disturbing turn
when Nikki develops an unhealthy obsession with
him. What begins as a romantic fantasy soon becomes
a terrifying experience, leading both into a series of
disastrous consequences.

Dhindora

Cast: Bhuvan Bam and others

Where to watch: : Where to watch: On Netflix, Bhuvan

Bam'’s popular comedy series Dhindora follows Babloo and his
middle-class family, whose lives change after an unexpected
lottery win. However, their happiness soon turns into chaos
when Babloo meets with a car accident and suffers from
amnesia. As his son Bhuvan and friends try to uncover the
truth, the family encounters greedy neighbours, unexpected
fame and several hilarious situations. The series blends family
drama, humour and entertaining twists throughout its storyline.

Meethe Mein

Kya Hai

Cast: Ritwik
Bhowmik, Ayesha
Raza Mishra and
others.

Where to watch: On
Netflix, Meethe Mein
Kya Hai explores
complicated
relationships within
a multigenerational family, where years of unresolved
secrets and differing opinions have created tensions.
Their already strained relationships take an unexpected
turn when a surprise marriage announcement
interrupts the family’s festive celebrations. The news
brings long-buried issues to the surface, forcing family
members to confront their differences, revisit past
disagreements and navigate changing equations under
one roof. The film blends family drama, emotions and
unexpected revelations.

Mirzapur: The Movie

Cast: Pankaj Tripathi, Ali Fazal, Divyenndu and others
Where to watch: Where to watch: On Amazon Prime
Video, Mirzapur: The Movie takes viewers back into the
familiar crime-filled world of the popular franchise. Set
within the timeline of the first season, the film explores
an untold story of power struggles, rivalries and battles
for dominance. As the fight for control intensifies, the
characters navigate dangerous confrontations and
shifting loyalties, with the struggle for the throne
taking the story beyond Purvanchal.

Drive: The
Pretenders

Cast: Amin Baahmed,
Lisa-Marie Koroll and
others

Where to watch: On
Amazon Prime Video,
inspired by Tamara
Lush’'s Wattpad novel,
Drive: The Pretenders
is a German romantic
drama set in the
competitive world of
professional racing. The story follows Dante Annunziata (Amin
Baahmed), a controversial Formula 1 champion, and Sarah
Jenkins (Lisa-Marie Koroll), a determined pit mechanic. When
a fake engagement becomes Dante’s way of repairing his
public image, their arrangement takes an unexpected turn as
professional ambitions and growing feelings complicate their
relationship.




“My definition of success is
how I have the freedom and
ability to do anything I want,

without the fear of failure.”

Vineeta Singh
Co-founder SUGAR Cosmetics

SINGULAR OF THE WEEK

Never Too Old

For

A Century of

Dreams:

Inspiration

The law aspirant proves determination can
overcome barriers and redefine greatness.

t an age when people
prefer retirement and
est, P Balasubramanian

Menon is practising law at 100.
The lawyer from Palakkad, Ker-
ala, has turned his dedication
into an inspiring achievement,
proving that passion and pur-
pose need not have an expiry
date. In October 2026, the
Kerala High Court designated
him as a Senior Advocate,
adding honour to his career.
Menon began practising law in
1950 after studying at Madras
Law College. He started at
the Madras High Court before
returning to Palakkad, where
he worked with criminal law-
yer KS Ramakrishna Iyer. Han-
dling criminal cases initially,
he shifted his focus to civil
law in 1952, a field he contin-
ues to practise. His dedication
earned him a Guinness World
Record in September 2023 for
the longest career as a male
lawyer, verified at 73 years
and 60 days. He surpassed the
previous record held by Gibral-
tar lawyer Louis Triay, whose
career spanned 70 years and
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HIGHLIGHT

® The lawyer inspires
youth with his passion for
handling criminal cases.

311 days. Even in his nineties,
Menon continued visiting his
office and courts, meeting cli-
ents and handling cases. For
him, the profession is built on
trust and responsibility. He
believes people approach law-

Wt

yers with faith in their ability to
represent them.

What makes his journey
inspiring is his attitude towards
retirement. Even at 98, he had
no plans to stop working and
continued practising with
enthusiasm.

At a time when young peo-
ple feel overwhelmed by set-
backs, career pressure and
uncertainty, Menon’s journey
offers a reminder. Success has
no age limit, and temporary dif-

Menon holds the Guinness World Record for
the longest career as a lawyer.

ficulties need not define one’s
future. His story encourages

young people to rediscover
their purpose, remain patient
and keep moving forward. It
shows how passion can keep
dreams alive at any age.

MAXIRUM TEARS (PHAC
AT AN ATIVOCATE WY AKX THD)

Big results in life rarely come from one massive action. They come from small, consistent efforts repeated |
over time. Consistency may not look exciting, but it is one of the most powerful tools you can use to create |,
the life you want. It is what turns good intentions into real progress. Many people start with high motivation.
They feel excited, make big plans, and work hard for a few days or weeks. But when the excitement fades
or things get difficult, they lose momentum. The truth is, motivation comes and goes, but consistency keeps
you moving forward, even on the days when you do not feel like it. Consistency helps you build habits, gain
confidence, and develop the discipline needed to achieve your goals. It is not about being perfect or doing
everything at once. It is about showing up, doing your best, and keeping that commitment day after day.
Even small steps, when done regularly, can lead to remarkable changes over time. Do not underestimate the
power of doing a little each day. Read a few pages, practice a skill for a few minutes, make a healthier choice,
or take one step toward your dream. These small actions may seem simple, but they add up, and they create
real results. Stay consistent, be patient, and trust the process. You may not see big changes right away, but

keep going. The efforts you make today will build a stronger, brighter future tomorrow.

Maxxing: The new Inlernel trend

From improving appearance to eating better and sleeping well, the inter-
net has a new self-improvement trend called ‘maxxing’. Named Word of the
Year 2026, the term refers to maximising different aspects of life. Looks-
maxxing focuses on grooming, skincare and fitness, while proteinmaxxing
encourages higher protein intake. Sleepmaxxing promotes healthy sleep
habits, including fixed bedtimes and reduced screen time. Tokenmaxx-

ing involves using Al tools
to improve workplace pro-
ductivity. Meanwhile, cozy-
maxxing celebrates comfort
through relaxing activities
such as reading, cooking or
enjoying a peaceful evening.
The trend reflects growing
interest in making everyday
life better.

Why is ‘K’
used to
represent
thousand?
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YOUTHCAREER

Dream career pathways

Google adds device
shopping to Play
Store

O

The Google Play Store
is expanding beyond
apps and games,
allowing users in

India to explore and
purchase smartphones
and accessories. A new
‘Shop devices’ option
appears under the
profile menu. Tapping it redirects users to the
official Google Store, where they can browse
products and complete purchases. The section
features Pixel smartphones, smartwatches and
earbuds, while select Samsung phones are also
appearing in some global markets. However, the
feature currently offers no exclusive discounts or
cashback, focusing instead on making hardware
shopping more convenient.

Google Play

Yuvraj Pokharna's
Hindutva for

Gen Z explores
Hindutva through
accessible
discussions on
its origins, caste,
secularism,
cinema, the RSS
and technology.
The book
simplifies complex ideas for young readers
while examining cultural identity, historical
perspectives and contemporary debates.

It also challenges misconceptions and
encourages thoughtful engagement with
India’s heritage. With 12 lifestyle pointers in
its conclusion, the book presents Hindutva
as an idea relevant to younger generations,
inviting readers to explore its meaning and
significance in modern India.

Gen Z embraces
solo travel this
festive season

Gen Z is increasingly
choosing solo travel
this festive season,
turning holidays into
opportunities for
independence and
self-discovery. From
exploring unfamiliar
destinations to enjoying local festivals, young
travellers are prioritising flexible itineraries
and meaningful experiences. Budget-friendly
stays, spontaneous road trips and social travel
communities are making solo adventures more
accessible. Beyond sightseeing, travelling alone
offers a chance to meet new people, discover
different cultures and enjoy personal freedom
while creating memorable festive experiences
on their own terms.

Prs—

OPPO Pad Mini
Matte Display
Edition
features an
8.8-inch 2.5K
OLED display
with a 144Hz
refresh rate
and matte
finish to
reduce reflections. Weighing around 280
grams, it is slim and easy to carry. Powered by

What does an Actuary do?

Analyses financial risks using data and statistics.

Develops policies and premium rates for insurance.

Helps organisations plan for future financial needs like pensions and
retirement benefits.

Who is an Actuary?

Snapdragon 8 Gen 5, it offers 8GB RAM, 512GB
storage and an 8,000mAh battery. The tablet
supports 67W fast charging and runs Android
16-based ColorQOS 16. Priced at Rs 94,999, it
also includes a complimentary stylus and smart
case for buyers.

An actuary is a professional who uses

B
knowledge to assess and manage

You may have often
noticed 10K or 350K
views and followers on
social media. But have
you wondered why
‘K> represents thou-
sand instead of ‘T°?
The answer lies in the
Greek language, where
‘Chilioi” means thou-

mathematics, statistics and financial

risk in areas like insurance, pensions,
investments and healthcare.

Skills Required '

Q Strong analytical and mathematical skills.

Works on investment strategies and risk management.

Prepares reports and advises management.

Courses and Exams
Professional qualification through the Institute
of Actuaries of India (IAl) or the Institute and

Educational Qualification

Pass 10+2 (any stream, preferably with

o Logical thinking and problem-solving. Mathematics).

o Good understanding of statistics Obtain a graduate degree in any discipline Faculty of Actuaries (IF0A - UK). sand. Another con- Gen Z is
@ ] ) ’ (B.Com., B.Sc., B.A., B.Tech,, etc.). @ A series of actuarial examinations covering nection comes from embracing
Atention o detal @ clear professional examinations conducted by mathematics, statistics, finance, economics and science, where ‘kilo’ playful fashion,

@' Communication and report-writing skills. where personal

expression
matters more
than following
fixed trends.
Unexpected
colour combinations, quirky accessories,
statement footwear and experimental silhouettes
are adding fun to everyday dressing. Mixing
contrasting prints, styling unusual layers and
pairing casual pieces with bold accents are
becoming popular choices. Rather than dressing
to fit in, young fashion enthusiasts are creating
looks that reflect their mood, personality and
creativity. The focus is on confidence, comfort
and having fun with fashion.

represents 1,000. For
example, 1,000 grams
make a kilogram, while
1,000 metres make a
kilometre. The abbre-
viation ‘K’ comes from
kilo and has gradually
become a globally rec-
ognised shorthand for
thousand. Today, it is
widely used in social
media, finance, digital
platforms and every-
day conversations to
represent large num-
bers simply.

risk management.
'. On-the-job training is typically provided by

the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries (IFoA -

0 Patience and willingness to learn. UK) or the Institute of Actuaries of India (IAl).

employers during the examination process.

Salary (Approximate) Growth and Career Prospects
Entry Level: Rs 6-10 lakh per annum. @ High demand for actuaries globally. /
llll

Job Opportunities

@ Life and health insurance companies.

@ General insurance companies.

@ Pension funds and retirement benefit plans.
@ Investment and asset management firms.
@ Banks and financial services companies.

@ consulting firms.

@ Government and regulatory bodies.

With Experience: Rs 15-25 lakh per annum. 5 s @ Good career growth and job stability.
Senior Actuaries: Rs 30 lakh+ per annum.

. i . @ Opportunities to work in international markets.
. Note: Salary varies according to experience,
company and location. These figures are

. . . .Scope in new areas like data analytics, climate
approximate and may differ significantly.

risk and healthcare.

o RN

Why Choose a Career in Actuary?

Chance to make a positive impact
| ¥ Highearning potential. | ¥ Global opportunities. |

by helping people and organisations
manage future risks.

+ Challenging and rewarding career.
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Jurel's 99, Padikkal's 80 carry
India Ato 291/7 against NZA

SKipper Dhruv Jurel’s unbeaten 99 and Devdutt Padikkal’s impressive 8o helped India A recover
from a middle-order collapse to reach 291/7 against New Zealand A on the opening day.

Press Trust Of India

Jurel and Akash Deep
added 69 unbeaten
runs, rescuing India
from trouble.

CHRISTCHURCH:  Skipper
Dhruv Jurel made a solid
unbeaten 99 after Dev-
dutt Padikkal’s breezy 80
as India A recovered well
to score a strong 291 for
seven against New Zea-
land A on the opening
day of the four-day match
here on Saturday.

Jurel (99 batting, 155b)
and Akash Deep (25 bat-
ting) were at the crease at
close. The eighth-wicket
pair has so far added 69
runs in 18.4 overs to keep
the visitors afloat.

At lunch, India were
comfortably placed at 87
for one despite the early
dismissal of Yashasvi
Jaiswal, who trapped leg
before by pacer Fraser
Sheat in the fourth ball of
the first over.

But India lost Sai Sud-
harsan (41) in the first
over after lunch as the
left-hander punched an
away going delivery from
pacer Jarrod McKay to get
caught by stumper Mitch-
ell Hay.

But Padikkal contin-
ued unfazed, bringing up
a sturdy fifty in 101 balls
with a boundary through
the point off McKay.

India were 131 for two
at this stage, but the Kiwis
rattled them with three
wickets in the span of
seven runs.

First to depart was

ane
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Yash Rathod (13). The left-
hander feathered a lovely
out-swinger from pacer
Brett Randell to stumper
Hay, and Padikkal fol-
lowed him soon.

The left-hander’s
attempted cut off Sheat
took a deflection off his
bat to disturb the stumps.

In the very next ball,
Ravichandran Smaran
offered a no-shot to a
delivery that came in a
wee bit to ping his pads.

The umpire agreed to
Sheat’s shout for a leg-be-
fore wicket as Smaran
trudged off the field.

Washington Sundar too
did not last long, getting
trapped in front by Sheat,
who was the most success-
ful home bowler.

But Jurel found a will-
ing ally in Manav Suthar
(22) as the seventh wicket
duo milked 62 runs to
keep the home bowlers at
bay.

However, Suthar per-
ished mid-way through
the final session, leaving
Jurel the only acknowl-
edged batter in the mid-
dle.

The right-hander
reached his fifty in 93 balls
and soon punished McKay
for a sequence of 4, 6, 4 to
give India some momen-
tum.

Jurel, who played a
couple of excellent drives
and pull shots off McKay
and Randall, was then
joined by a stubborn
Akash as India waded
through the final phase
of the day without any
trouble.

Leylah Fernandez
advances to
Tokyo WTA final
with win over
Rakhimova

TOKYO: Leylah Fernan-
dez has advanced to her
third WTA final of the year,
with a chance to win her
second tournament. The
Canadian beat Kamilla
Rakhimova 7-5, 6-3 Sat-
urday in the semifinals
of the WTA’s Pan Pacific
Open tennis tournament.
Fernandez will play the
winner of the second
semifinal between third-
seeded Diana Shnaider
and teenager Mia Pohan-
kova in Sunday’s final.
Fernandez beat Talia
Gibson in straight sets to
win the Singapore Open
in September. She lost to
Elena Rybakina in straight
sets in the Ningbo Open
final last week. Fernandez
advanced to the semifi-
nals when top-ranked
Rybakina withdrew from
their quarterfinal on Fri-
day, handing the Cana-
dian a walkover.

Press Trust Of India

World champion Man-
isha targets Olympic
glory, drawing inspi-
ration from her late
father.

DUBAI: Historic world
champion Manisha Bhan-
wala has set her sights on
winning a medal in the
57kg category at the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics,
drawing inspiration from
her late father.

The 29-year-old cre-
ated history in Astana,
Kazakhstan, = becoming
the first Indian woman
wrestler to win a senior
World  Championships
gold. Her triumph in the
59kg category followed a
disappointing medal-less
campaign at the Asian
Games.

Manisha credited
coach Virender Dahiya

Manisha eyes LA Olympics glory
after historic Worlds triumph

for helping her overcome
the setback and regain
confidence. She switched
from 57kg to 59kg for the
World  Championships
because the short gap
between  tournaments
made weight reduction
difficult.

In the final, Manisha

staged a remarkable
comeback from a 0-6
deficit to secure gold,
displaying extraordi-
nary determination and
attacking intent.
However, her biggest
motivation remains her
father, who introduced
her to wrestling before

HIGHLIGHT

© Manisha became India’s
first woman wrestler

to claim senior World
Championships gold.

® The 29-year-old aims to
compete in 57kg category
at Los Angeles Olympics.

passing away in 2022.
“He is a part of my life;

he is in my heart,” Man-

isha said, recalling his

enormous contribution
to her career.
Before the World

Championships final, she
wore a special T-shirt
honouring his memory.

Coach Dahiya praised
her dedication, recalling
how she trained twice
daily despite extreme
summer temperatures
during a 2022 camp in
Lucknow.

maybe three or four
February of 2028,
opportunities.”

Vijay Amritraj
Indian Tennis Legend

“We are hoping to have
tournaments in January-

giving Indian girls more

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

ISSF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

After Asian Games dip, Indian shooters
face early LA28 qualification test

DOHA: India’s leading shooters will
aim to bounce back from their dis-
appointing Asian Games campaign
when the ISSF World Champion-
ships begin here on Sunday, offering
crucial qualification opportunities
for the 2028 Los Angeles Olym-
pics. India’s shooting medal tally
dropped from 22 at the 2023 Hang-
zhou Asian Games to 15 in Aichi-Na-
goya, raising concerns over perfor-

mances and coaching strategies.
Double Olympic medallist Manu
Bhaker, Esha Singh and Elavenil
Valarivan will look to regain form,
while trap shooter Neeru Dhanda,
who claimed two gold medals in
Japan, remains a strong medal con-
tender. The championships offer 36
Olympic quota places across 12 indi-
vidual events, making early qualifi-
cation a priority. PTI

NABI REPLACES PRASIDH

Augqib Nabi replaces injured Prasidh
Krishna for first three ODIs

NEW DELHI: Jammu and Kash-
mir pacer Auqib Nabi has been
included in India’s squad for the
first three ODIs against New Zea-
land after Prasidh Krishna was
ruled out of the five-match series
with a hamstring injury. Nabi, orig-
inally selected for the fourth and
fifth ODIs, will now be available
from the series opener in Auckland
on November 4. BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia confirmed the change
on Saturday, stating that the right-
arm pacer would join the squad
from the beginning. Nabi recently
impressed for India A against New
Zealand A in Lincoln, claiming six
wickets across two innings in a
four-day encounter. He made his
ODI debut against the West Indies
in Guwahati last month, conceding
84 runs in 8.5 overs. PTI

HAKIMI CELEBRATES HATTRICK

Hakimi scores brilliant hat trick as
PSG crush Le Havre 5-1in style

LILLE: Achraf Hakimi struck a
sensational hat trick and pro-
vided two assists as Paris Saint-
Germain defeated Le Havre 5-1
to register their sixth consecutive
league victory. Le Havre took an
early lead through Josh Maja, but
Mika Godts and Hakimi struck
before halftime to put PSG ahead.
Hakimi converted a free kick in
the 55th minute, assisted Senny
Mayulu and completed his hat
trick in the 69th as PSG extended
their unbeaten momentum. Else-
where, Elye Wahi scored three
goals, including two penalties, as
Nice defeated Rennes 5-2. Veteran
striker Olivier Giroud struck an
86th-minute winner to guide Lille
past Lens 1-0. In Spain, Espanyol
edged Villarreal 1-0, while Ger-
man side Elversberg defeated
Mainz 4-1. PTI

Indian women can

MUMBAI: Indian wom-

dominate world
cricket within two
years: Muzumdar

3qu 3ifw dif¥uccar

en’s cricket team head
coach Amol Muzumdar
believes the side can
dominate international
white-ball cricket within
two years, backed by
emerging young talent.
Speaking at a Sports
Journalists Association of
Mumbai event on Satur-

»gforc-1,2,39354 «
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| ANJUM PRAISES HARRIS |

Anjum Chopra calls Grace Harris a WPL auction steal
@0

“Grace Harris
was an absolute

o e, ged, dfe, foset, ey, 22, s, it e, ww
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O T e A i e R B
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and would enter the tour-
nament with competitive
squads.

She also hoped a new
franchise would emerge

Press Trust Of India Giants purchased Kama-
lini for Rs 40 lakh at
Wednesday’s auction in
Kochi.

Anjum believed Harris

NEW DELHI: Former India
captain Anjum Chopra
described Australian all-

rounder Grace Harris as deserved a significantly steal at Rs 30 lakh champion, believing dif- day, Muzumdar empha- —

an absolute bargain at the  higher price considering because Sh: brings ferent winners would sised the importance of * Emmﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ_ﬁimﬁlﬁ @
Women’s Premier League her all-round abilities ] ll . mg strengthen the league’s ruthless performances o 52/ otd, 3107 T SENEDUD EIC Estet 24x1
auction, expressing sur- and experience. She also multiple skills and  popularity and attract and consistency. India o 61 913G 2 o) AEHITOI q aAfcTerat EMERGENCY
prise over the modest felt young Kamalini rep- . . tremendous value to  wider audiences. won the ODI World Cup ;

prices fetched by Sneh resented excellent value P | UP Warriorz.” However, Anjum last November but are » onft e vstead], ERCP, EUS, somteatdt gfawn
Rana and Gunalan Kama- for Gujarat, given her Rana initially went unsold : opposed immediately yet to capture a major « it Ua, ifeefea, wuifea dae @ 89 thae

Anjum Chopra
Former India women’s

lini. immense potential. before attracting a bid. expanding the competi- T20I title. The upcom-

UP Warriorz secured The former captain Assessing the fran- cricket captain tion beyond five teams, ing ICC T20I Champions 'EF.MRLPETﬁi‘ﬁ’EHEi}]EﬁMEE&E{ _______
Harris and Rana for Rs 30  expressed surprise that chises, Anjum said all five stressing the importance Trophy offers another TaeT diee, Taie o, AT, 7389905010, 04010
lakh each, while Gujarat experienced spinner teams appeared satisfied with their combinations of maintaining quality. opportunity. - e - : :
(N ] [ J (N ] [ ] o0 [ J o0 [ J
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With the series already secured, India may experiment with their playing eleven, giving emerging
talents and specialist bowlers opportunities in the final T201I against New Zealand on Sunday.

Press Trust Of India

Vaibhav, Kuldeep
await opportunities
as India seek strong
finish against New
Zealand.

HAMILTON: India may
consider reshuffling their
playing eleven for Sun-
day’s fifth and final T201
against New Zealand,
with Vaibhav Soorya-
vanshi, Kuldeep Yadav
and Varun Chakravarthy
emerging as possible
selections.

Despite securing an
unassailable 3-1 series
lead, India will aim to
recover from their disap-
pointing defeat in Auck-
land and finish strongly.

Sanju Samson’s incon-
sistent performances
have raised concerns.
After scoring 67 in the
opener, he managed just
14, 18 and four in subse-
quent matches, poten-
tially opening the door

| |

R

struggled for consistency,
while Naman Dhir and
Nitish Kumar Reddy have
provided valuable low-
er-order contributions.

India’s bowling
remains another concern.
Arshdeep Singh has been
the most dependable
performer, while veteran
Bhuvneshwar Kumar has
claimed just one wicket
in three matches, conced-
ing 139 runs.

The management
could strengthen the
attack by including
Kuldeep or Chakravarthy,
although that might
require sacrificing some
batting depth.

Spin  coach  Sairaj
Bahutule has confirmed
that both wrist-spinners
are ready whenever
required.

Meanwhile, New Zea-
land will seek another
victory  before  the
upcoming ODI series,
banking on Glenn Phillips
and Michael Bracewell
to deliver strong batting

Chhattisgarh Hockey League:
Mainpat Titans to |
Sanskardhani Stri

ace
ers In final

Central Chronicle News

Mainpat Titans defeat
Bailadila Bulls 3-1,
while Strikers stun
unbeaten Knights 6-3

RAIPUR: Mainpat Titans
will clash with Sanskard-
hani Strikers in the Chhat-
tisgarh Hockey League
final on November 1 at 7
PM after both teams reg-
istered impressive semifi-
nal victories on Saturday.

Mainpat Titans
secured their final berth
by defeating Bailadila
Bulls 3-1 in the second

hani Strikers stunned
previously unbeaten
Nyaydhani Knights 6-3
in a thrilling first semi-
final. The fourth-placed
Strikers overturned
their earlier 3-5 league-
stage defeat against the
table-toppers.

Shahrukh opened the
scoring before Adarsh
equalised for the Knights.

Chirag then put the
Knights ahead with a bril-
liant field goal.

Ashish Tani Purti con-
verted a penalty corner
to register his tourna-
ment-leading 13th goal,

However, Shahrukh
produced a remarkable
performance, completing
his hat-trick to turn the
contest in the Strikers’
favour.

Aryan Zess and Om
Kumar Yadav added fur-
ther goals to seal the con-

vincing victory.
Agriculture Minis-
ter Ramvichar Netam,

international badminton
player Shreyansh Jaiswal
and other distinguished
guests witnessed the
semifinal.

The two finalists will
now compete for the pres-

for young Sooryavanshi. Tilak Varma during a training session ahead of the 5th T20 cricket match against New Zealand. ~ Performances against the | semifinal. while Arbaz Ali also tigious championship title
Shreyas Iyer has also visitors. Earlier, Sanskard-  scored. on Sunday evening.
|KING POWERS VICTORY| | HYLO OPEN|

King powers Windies to victory

Press Trust Of India

Brandon King’s
unbeaten 81 guides
West Indies to con-
vincing first Test
victory.

—" - :‘..-nr-

reached the target with
ease despite interrup-
tions caused by rain,
lightning and bad light.

King smashed 10
boundaries and one
six during his 115-ball

Sindhu enters back-to-back

singles semifinals of the
Hylo Open Super 500

Press Trust Of India

Indian badminton star
Sindhu defeats com-
patriot Anmol Kharb
to reach another final.

SAARBRUCKEN: Double
Olympic medallist P
V Sindhu advanced to

badminton tournament
on Saturday.

The 31-year-old
Indian, who finished
runner-up at last week’s
French Open, needed
just 32 minutes to over-
come the 19-year-old

% innings, sharing a crucial
DHAKA: Opener Brandon L 112-run opening partner-
King struck an unbeaten B& - . ¢ ship with John Campbell,
81 as West Indies reg- % who contributed 49.
istered a comfortable / Y Earlier, Bangladesh
eight-wicket victory over  match series. were dismissed for 142
Bangladesh in the open- Chasing 170 on a in their second innings
ing Test on Saturday, tak- deteriorating fourth- after resuming at 79 for

ing a 1-0 lead in the two- day pitch, West Indies six.

world No. 53.

Sindhu demon-
strated superior attack-
ing skills, precise net
play and greater expe-

her second consecutive
final with a convinc-
ing 21-13, 21-16 victory
over compatriot Anmol
Kharb in the women’s

rience to dominate the
contest.

Anmol briefly led 4-2
in the opening game,
but Sindhu quickly
regained control,
establishing an 11-9
advantage before com-
fortably securing the

game.

The second game
witnessed stronger
resistance as Anmol
moved ahead 15-13.
However, Sindhu

finals

responded with
aggressive strokes and
clever drops to regain

momentum.
Several unforced
errors from Anmol

helped Sindhu seal
victory and maintain
her unbeaten record
against the youngster.
Meanwhile, India’s
Lakshya Sen was sched-
uled to face France’s
Toma Junior Popov in
the men’s semifinals.
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Harmer shines as
South Africa wins
3rd cricket test
against Australia to
claim
.-

series 2-1

FRN

y Lﬁ@

CAPE TOWN: Simon Harmer picked a career-best 6-16
as South Africa bowled out Australia for 111 to win the
third test by 176 runs and clinch the three-match series
2-1 on Saturday.

Australia crumbled in Cape Town after being set 288
to win on Day 5 of the deciding match of the series.

The Proteas rallied from 1-O down in the first test
series between the teams in South Africa since the “
Sandpapergate ” scandal in 2018.

Harmer, a 37-year-old offspinner, finished with
match figures of 10-120 — his first ten-wicket haul in
tests — after South Africa made 329 and 387 in its two
innings, while Australia scored 429 in its first to take a
100-run lead at Newlands

Kagiso Rabada took 3-39 on Saturday to reach 350
career test wickets.

Wiaan Mulder and Ryan Rickelton had scored cen-
turies on day four to set up a 288-run target, but Aus-
tralia collapsed to 60-7 at lunch on day five morning.

Australia had won the first test in Durban by
214 runs, and South Africa won the second test in
Ggeberha by an innings and 31 runs.

With the victory, South Africa dethroned Australia
for the top spot in the ICC test team rankings.
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