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‘Leaving pain of Naxal violence

hehind, CG progressing rapidly’

Governor Ramen Deka and Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai also addressed the event.

Press Trust Of India

President Murmu
urged people to pro-
tect forests and plant
more trees, saying
they provide the
essentials for sustain-
ing life.

JAGDALPUR:  President
Droupadi Murmu on Fri-
day said that Chhattis-
garh was freed from the
menace of Naxalism with
the combined efforts of
central and state govern-
ments, and it is now on
the path of progress by
leaving the pain of Maoist
violence behind.
Addressing the ‘Bastar
Dussehra Festival 2026’
event at Lalbag Maidan
in Jagdalpur, the head-
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President Droupadi Murmu during Muria Darbar, tribal assembly and
public dialogue tradition, in Jagdalpur. | Photo PTI

quarter of Bastar dis-
trict, she also expressed
confidence that youth
tribal communities would
actively participate in
the country’s journey
towards becoming a
developed nation.
Describing trees and
plants as “living gods”,
President Murmu urged

people to protect forests
and plant more trees,
saying they provide the
essentials for sustaining
life.

“Chhattisgarh had
grappled with the men-
ace of Naxalism for a long
time. But with the joint
efforts of the Centre and
the state, Chhattisgarh

Prez urges tribals to educate children, preserve cultural identity

President Droupadi Murmu on Friday urged tribal communities to educate their
children and embrace new opportunities of progress without giving up their cultural
identity. The President addressed representatives of tribal communities and their
leaders at ‘Muria Darbar’, a traditional tribal assembly organised as part of the famous
Bastar Dussehra festival in Jagdalpur, the headquarters of Chhattisgarh’s Bastar dis-
trict, an official statement said. “Society must move forward with changing times.
Ensure that children receive good education and are given opportunities to study,
learn and progress in life,” the statement quoted Murmu as saying. Adopting positive
changes in thinking and embracing new avenues of development is necessary, but this
should not mean giving up one’s culture, traditions and social identity, she said.

was freed from the men-
ace of Naxalism, and has
been rapidly moving on
the path of progress,”
she said. Leaving the
pain of Naxal violence
behind, Chhattisgarh has
been progressing rapidly,
according to her.

“Several avenues of
development are opening

up before Chhattisgarh
today, and I congratu-
late the Centre and the
state for this. I have been
informed that efforts to
provide financial facilities
to tribal entrepreneurs
and connect them with
markets have been accel-
erated,” she said.

The President said

she was confident that
these efforts would help
achieve the goal of build-
ing a developed India by
2047 through equitable
development. “Tribal
youth will actively par-
ticipate in the country’s
journey towards becom-
ing a developed nation,”
Murmu said.

Chinese patrol deviations disturb
border peace, hinder ties: India

Press Trust Of India

Last month, Modi held
bilateral talks with Xi
on the margins of the
BRICS summit in New
Delhi.

NEW DELHI: India on Fri-
day said the situation
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) is dis-
turbed from time to time
when Chinese forces
diverge from established
patrolling patterns,
asserting that the main-
tenance of peace and
tranquillity in the bor-
der areas is essential for
the overall development
of bilateral relations.
The remarks by Exter-
nal  Affairs  Ministry
spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal came in response
to a question on com-
ments by Indo-Tibetan
Border DPolice (ITBP)
director general Shatru-
jeet Kapur that confron-
tations with Chinese
troops continue to take
place in a number of
sites along the border in

Arunachal Pradesh.

“As we have noted in
the past, the situation
in the India-China bor-
der areas gets disturbed
from time to time when
Chinese forces diverge
from established patrol-
ling patterns,” Jaiswal
said at his bi-weekly
media briefing.

“Both  sides con-
tinue to use existing
diplomatic and military
mechanisms to resolve
outstanding issues and
avoid misunderstand-
ing and miscalculation
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC),” he said.

Jaiswal said the two
sides have also agreed to
discuss ways to improve
understanding of LAC
in appropriate areas for
better border manage-
ment.

“I would also like
to emphasise that the
maintenance of peace
and tranquillity in the
border areas is essential
for the overall develop-
ment of bilateral rela-
tions,” he said.

Protesters detained as anti-SIR
march heads to EC office

Press Trust Of India

Protesters, including
farmers, students,

and political leaders,
alleged that the SIR
exercise has resulted in
the deletion of numer-
ous eligible voters.

NEW DELHI: A large num-
ber of protesters, includ-
ing representatives from
the Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha, trade unions, student
bodies and Left parties,

GYANES!L KurARY
HusT BE J\R RESTED!

took out a protest march
in the capital on Friday,
demanding the resigna-
tion of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
and the withdrawal of the
Special Intensive Revision
of electoral rolls.

Delhi Police detained
several protesters as they
tried to march towards the
headquarters of the Elec-
tion Commission of India
(ECI) on Ashoka Road in
central Delhi, putting up
barricades on the road.
The march, called by
the Samyukt Kisan Mor-
cha (SKM) and the Delhi
coordination committee
of People Against SIR, a
people’s collective, began
near the Gole Dak Khana,
a few hundred metres

from the ECI headquar-
ters, with participants
carrying the national flag
and banners demanding
an end to the electoral roll
revision exercise.

The protesters raised
slogans against the chief
election  commissioner,
including “Gyanesh
Kumar, resign”, “Halt SIR”
and “Won’t tolerate vote
theft”, alleging that the SIR
exercise led to the deletion
of numerous voters from
the electoral rolls.

Missing 7-year-old girl
found raped, murdered

Press Trust Of India

KORBA: A seven-year-old
girl who went missing
three days ago was found
raped and murdered in
Chhattisgarh’s Korba dis-
trict, leading to the arrest
of a 42year-old man
tracked down by a police
sniffer dog, an official
said on Friday.

The body of the child,
who went missing while
running an errand at a
grocery store, was found

in the bushes behind
a poultry farm in the
Rajgamar police chowki
area on Thursday morn-
ing, the official said.

He said that the girl’s
father had reported her
missing on the evening of
October 19, informing the
police that his daughter
had not returned home
from the shop.

The girl’s father, a
native of Faguram vil-
lage in Sakti district,
had moved to Rajgamar

with his four -children
four months ago, and he
worked at a poultry farm
to support his family, the
official said.

Police launched a
search to trace the girl.
However, on Thursday
morning, they received
information about a body
lying in bushes behind
the poultry farm, and
a forensic team and a
police dog were also
called in to assist the
investigation, he said.

Three Killed

SIWAN (BIHAR): At least
three people were killed
and three others were
injured in an explosion at a
house, where firecrackers
were reportedly stored,
in Bihar’s Siwan district
on Friday, a senior official
said. Siwan District Magis-
trate Vijay Prakash Meena
told PTI that the incident
took place in Jomo area
this evening. “Accord-
ing to initial reports, the
explosion took place in a
house where firecrackers
were stored. Three people
were killed and three oth-
ers suffered minor inju-
ries,” he added.

| UNION HEALTH MINISTRY SAYS

42 drug samples found not of standard quality’ in September

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tral Drugs Laboratories
found 42 drug samples
manufactured by var-
ious firms to be “not
of standard quality
(NSQ)” in its monthly
drug alert for Septem-
ber, the Union health
ministry said on Friday.
Besides, the State Drugs

288

® The State Drugs
Testing Laboratories
have identified 288
drug samples as NSQ.

Testing Laboratories
have identified 288 drug
samples as NSQ, it said.

According to routine
regulatory surveillance
activity, the list of NSQ
and spurious drugs is
being displayed on the
Central Drugs Standard
Control  Organisation
(CDSCO) portal on a
monthly basis.

“For the month of
September 2026, Cen-
tral Drugs Laboratories
have identified 42 drug

samples to be Not of
Standard Quality (NSQ)
and State Drugs Testing
Laboratories have iden-
tified 288 drug samples
as NSQ,” a health min-
istry statement said.
Identification of drug
samples as NSQ is done
based on failure of the
drug sample in one
or the other specified
quality parameters.
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Satyaprakash Singh
Cong Spokesperson

b.-:-—'
bb T

B
Iﬁ

procurement preparations.

Sugar supply halt threatens Diwali
cheer for Ration Card holders

Sugar production stalls, leaving ration shops without supplies before Diwali.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Diwali may lack
its usual sweetness for
ration card holders this
year, as fair-price shops
across Chhattisgarh have
reportedly received no
sugar supplies for October.
With stocks exhausted and
production at cooperative
sugar mills stalled, bene-
ficiaries face uncertainty
over when distribution will
resume. Sources said mills
are awaiting fresh sugar-
cane supplies to restart
production. However,
officials have not clarified
when sugar stocks will
become available, say-
ing only that distribution
will resume once supplies
arrive. The disruption has

also raised concerns about
a possible shortage in the

run-up to Diwali, when
demand for sugar typi-
cally rises due to increased
sweet-making  activities.
Some shopkeepers, speak-
ing anonymously, alleged
that the supply situation
warranted scrutiny amid
speculation about sugar
being diverted to private
traders. These allegations

have not been indepen-
dently verified. According
to figures released in April
2026, cooperative sugar
mills in the state were
operating with accumu-
lated losses of Rs 267 crore.
Outstanding payments to
sugarcane farmers have
reportedly contributed to
declining supplies, with
many growers reluctant to
deliver their produce until

Sugar supply to resume after stock arrives

Sugar supplies from mills are currently halted. A
request has been made to ensure stock availability.
Distribution to fair-price shops will resume once

sugar supplies arrive.

DS, Civil Supplies Corporation, Raipur

Vinod Raikhi,

FACTFILE

© Cane shortages and
unpaid dues disrupt
distribution.

their dues are cleared.
Although some pending
payments were report-
edly settled following
intervention, substantial
amounts remain outstand-
ing. Sources estimate that

only around 50 per cent of
farmers are currently sup-
plying sugarcane, despite
efforts to encourage culti-
vation.

The decline in cane
availability has further
affected production at
cooperative mills, worsen-
ing the supply situation.
The immediate concern
is the restoration of sugar
supplies to fair-price shops
before the festival.

‘No commercial or residential
complex on BTI Ground’

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Raipur North MLA
Purandar Mishra has clar-
ified that no commercial
or residential complex will
be constructed on the BTI
Ground in Shankar Nagar,
Raipur. His statement
comes amid an ongoing
debate over the proposed
development in the area.
Mishra said the proposed
complex is not planned
on the BTI Ground itself
but on the adjoining site
occupied by dilapidated

il
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government residential
quarters. According to the
MLA, these old houses will
be replaced as part of the
proposed development. He
stressed that the ground
and the adjacent govern-
ment housing area are sepa-
rate sites, and the construc-
tion proposal concerns only
the latter. The clarification

assumes significance as con-

cerns have been raised over
the possibility of commer-
cial or residential construc-
tion on the BTI Ground,
a prominent open space
in the city. On Thursday,
former Chief Minister Bhu-
pesh Baghel criticised the
government over traffic-re-
lated inconvenience faced
by Raipur residents. Dur-
ing a press conference, he
alleged that ministers and
officials in the state capital
each have two government
bungalows

President Murmu concludes
CG visit, departs Raipur

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: President
Droupadi Murmu departed
from Swami Vivekananda
Airport in Raipur on Fri-
day, concluding her visit
to Chhattisgarh. Governor
Ramen Deka and Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
were present at the airport
to bid her a warm farewell.
Several ministers, public
representatives and senior
administrative officials
also attended the farewell
ceremony. The President’s
departure marked the
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conclusion of her sched-
uled engagements in the

state. Governor Ramen
Deka and Chief Minister
Sai extended their greet-
ings to the President as
she prepared to leave the
state capital. The pres-
ence of senior dignitar-
ies and officials reflected
the significance of the
presidential visit.

FIR against 2 women
over alleged religious
conversion pressure

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Police have reg-
istered an FIR against
two women for allegedly
pressuring a family in the
Amlidih area of Raipur to
convert to Christianity and
assaulting its members
after they refused. The
case falls under the juris-
diction of New Rajendra
Nagar police station.
According to the com-
plaint, the family alleged
that they were being
pressured to embrace
Christianity. The com-
plainants claimed that
their younger daughter
had already converted
and that other family
members were also being
pressured to follow the
same religion. The fam-
ily further alleged that
when they refused to con-
vert, they were assaulted
with kicks and punches.

T— — ——
They also claimed that

their mobile phones
were damaged  dur-
ing the altercation and
that they were confined
inside their house and
prevented from leaving
to seek medical treat-
ment. The complaint also
raised concerns regard-
ing the alleged attempts
to influence the family’s
16-year-old son to convert
to Christianity. Acting on
the complaint, police reg-
istered a case against the
two accused, identified
as Vishakha Masih and
Dulari Sahu, under Sec-
tion 16(1) of the Chhattis-
garh Freedom of Religion
Act, 2026.

| BEST PRACTICES |

CG prepares to showcase best
practices at National Conference

Central Chronicle News

Chhattisgarh pre-
pares to showcase
governance inno-

vations at national
conference.

RAIPUR: Chief Secretary
Vikassheel on  Friday
chaired a high-level meet-
ing at Mahanadi Bhawan
to prepare Chhattisgarh’s
presentation  for  the
upcoming National Confer-
ence of Chief Secretaries.
The meeting reviewed key
themes from the previous
conference and assessed
progress and qualitative
improvements  through
the Action Tracking and
Monitoring System. The
Chief Secretary directed
secretaries of concerned
departments to compile
information on the state’s
achievements, innovative
initiatives and improve-

ments in education, skill

development, healthcare
and nutrition. He stressed
that the information
should be prepared within
the stipulated timeframe
to effectively highlight
Chhattisgarh’s progress at
the national level.

The Toy Bank initiative
operated through Angan-
wadi centres received spe-
cial appreciation during
the meeting. Under the
initiative, old toys donated
by people are used to sup-
port children’s mental
development and raise
awareness about nutrition.
More than one lakh toys
have been collected so far.

FACTFILE

® Toy Bank initiative
collects over one lakh
toys.

The National Conference
will focus on four major
sessions aligned with the
vision of Developed India
2047. Key themes include
national development pri-
orities, the mining sector’s
contribution to economic
growth and state finances,

technology-driven  good
governance, and timely
completion of roads

and other infrastructure
projects.

| HALF-NAKED PROTEST |

Conlraclors to stage half-naked protest over Rs 5,000 crore dues

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Contractors asso-
ciated with the Jal Jeevan
Mission have announced
a protest in Raipur on
October 27, demanding
the release of approxi-
mately Rs 5,000 crore
in pending payments for
completed construction
works. The protesters
plan to appear half-naked
and carry begging bowls
to highlight their finan-
cial distress.

The decision was
taken during a meeting of
the Chhattisgarh Contrac-

tors Association, which
alleged that prolonged
delays in payments have
pushed contractors
across the state into a
severe financial crisis.
According to the asso-
ciation, contractors have
been waiting for pay-
ments for nearly three
years despite completing
various projects under
the Jal Jeevan Mission.
These include single-vil-
lage and multi-village
water supply schemes,
solar-powered systems,
retrofitting works, piped
water supply projects and

Contractors announce unique protest

Around 2,000 contractors across the
state have been awaiting payments for -
Jal Jeevan Mission works for the past

three years. Following a meeting in the

. -

capital last Wednesday, the Chhattisgarh
Contractors Association decided to stage a protest on
October 27. Contractors will gather at Shaheed Bhagat
Singh Chowk, Ambedkar Chowk and Shastri Chowk,
appearing half-naked and carrying begging bowls.

Biresh Shukla

State President, Chhattisgarh Contractors Association

tube-well drilling. Asso-
ciation representatives
said contractors’ working
capital remains locked in

completed projects, leav-
ing them struggling to
meet essential financial
obligations. They are fac-

ing mounting pressure to
pay labourers, clear bills
for construction materi-
als and repay bank loans
in instalments. The asso-
ciation said contractors
have repeatedly raised
the issue with the state
government in an effort
to secure the release of
their dues. They have met
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai, Deputy Chief
Minister Vijay Sharma
and senior departmental
officials, besides submit-
ting formal memoranda
seeking urgent interven-
tion.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

GLOBAL DAIVADASAKAM RECITATION CAMPAIGN
Sree Narayana Sandesha Samajam to join Global
Daivadasakam recitation campaign on Oct 25

RAIPUR: Sree Narayana Sandesha
Samajam (SNSS), Shankar Nagar,
Raipur, will participate in the Global
Daivadasakam Recitation Campaign
on Sunday, October 25, 2026, at
7:15 pm. The global spiritual initia-
tive is being organised by the Sree
Narayana Forum for Universal Broth-
erhood, Germany, to promote peace,
harmony and universal brotherhood
through collective prayer.

Daivadasakam, meaning “Ten
Verses to the Divine,” is a sacred
prayer composed by Sree Narayana
Guru, the renowned Indian spiri-
tual leader, philosopher and social
reformer. The prayer conveys time-
less messages of faith, compassion,
wisdom, unity and surrender to
the Divine, transcending barriers of
caste, religion, language, nationality
and culture.

The campaign aims to bring peo-
ple together across countries and
continents through the simultane-
ous recitation of this prayer, foster-
ing mutual understanding, dignity,
respect and a shared commitment
to peaceful coexistence. Its guid-
ing theme is “One Humanity - One
World - One Family.” In keeping
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with the universal teachings of Sree
Narayana Guru, the Raipur gathering
will provide devotees, families and
community members an opportunity
to participate in collective prayer,
reflect on the Guru’s philosophy and
reaffirm their commitment to uni-
versal brotherhood. V.G. Sasikumar,
chairman of Sree Narayana Sande-
sha Samajam, has invited mem-
bers, devotees, families, friends and
well-wishers to join the programme.
The recitation will take place at Sree
Narayana Guru Mandiram, Shankar
Nagar, Kailash Residency, Raipur.
The organisers hope the collective
prayer will inspire people to trans-
form faith into service, compassion
into action and spiritual understand-
ing into universal love, strengthening
the bonds of humanity and promot-
ing lasting peace and harmony.

DIGITAL SECURITY CAMPAIGN
Chamber organises Digital Security Campaign
to alert traders on cyber fraud

RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries organised
a Digital Security Campaign on Fri-
day at Chhattisgarh Chamber’s Devi
Lal Vyapar Udyog Bhawan in Bom-
bay Market, Raipur, to educate trad-
ers about cybercrime prevention and
digital security. The programme was
held under the leadership of Cham-
ber President Satish Thaurani, with
Additional DCP (Crime and Cyber)
Gaurav Mandal (IPS) attending as the
chief guest. Cybersecurity and cyber
forensics expert Sonali Guha delivered
the keynote address, explaining ways
to prevent UPI fraud, online black-
mail, fake profiles and business email
hacking. Thaurani urged traders to

remain vigilant against emerging cyber
threats and share safety information
with employees and family members.
He also stressed the need for regular
awareness workshops. Mandal advised
cyber fraud victims to act immediately,
calling the first 10 minutes crucial. He
urged them to dial 1930, report inci-
dents at cybercrime.gov.in, inform
their banks and preserve evidence
such as screenshots, transaction IDs
and suspicious links. He also said Rai-
pur Police would strengthen its cyber
helpdesk for traders’ associations.
Guha cautioned participants against
sharing UPI PINs, scanning suspicious
QR codes and making large payments
without verifying email requests.

WOMEN'S RIGHTS
Mabhila Congress plans agitation,
focuses on women’s rights

RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh State
Mahila Congress held an important
meeting at the Congress headquar-
ters, Rajiv Bhawan, on Thursday to
discuss the political situation, oppo-
sition to government policies and
protection of women’s rights. The
meeting was chaired by state Mahila
Congress president and Balod MLA
Sangeeta Sinha. The meeting empha-
sised safeguarding women’s dignity,
security and constitutional rights,
while strengthening the organisa-
tion’s role in raising public concerns.

Ll

Women leaders and workers resolved
to unite against policies they consider
detrimental to the interests of women
and the general public. The meet-
ing also finalised preparations for
upcoming programmes.

GRAND WELCOME
Smriti Irani’s Raipur visit: BJP plans grand
welcome with 5.000 workers

RAIPUR: BJP state in-charge Smriti
Irani is scheduled to arrive in Raipur
on the morning of October 25 for a
two-day visit, with the state BJP unit
preparing an elaborate welcome.
Co-in-charge Siddharth Shambhu is
also expected to accompany her. The
party aims to mobilise more than
5,000 workers at Swami Vivekananda
Airport in Mana. Around 1,000 BJP
workers will participate in a bike
rally, following the state in-charge’s
convoy from the airport to the
Kushabhau Thakre Complex. Party
workers will welcome her at several
points along the route. BJP leaders
from Raipur city, district and rural
areas have been assigned responsi-

bilities for the arrange-
ments. Presidents of
20 mandals have been
asked to  mobilise
workers.  Councillors

&
& from the Raipur and
Birgaon municipal cor-

porations, supporters of BJP MLAs
from eight Assembly constituencies,
ministers, MPs and senior party func-
tionaries are also expected to attend.
The visit comes after an eight-month
gap in the appointment of a new state
in-charge, with national president
Nitin Naveen previously handling
the responsibility. Ahead of the visit,
party leaders have instructed workers
not to put up welcome hoardings.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Saturday, October 24, 2026

Raipur News

03

W Government of India

(s

CBC 19101/13/0017/2627

Ministry of Home Affairs

. SALUTE THE
BRAVEHEARTS
WHO KEEP THE
NATION UNITED

SALUTING INTERNAL g&‘gggﬁt gg‘gv DAY
SECURITY FORCES EKTA NAGAR, GGJARAT
SEE THE MANY COLOURs | BHARAT PARV

OF UNITY, IN ONE PLACE

%,
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas
A DCTORR, 2028
Fruiws oF Uniem, Sty spges, Saiwn

1*" to 15™ November, 2026
EKTA NAGAR, GUJARAT

For information and to book accommodation scan,
orvisit rashtriyaektadiwas.com

Shri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Minister

Joint team 1nspects
11 medical stores

NCB and FDA conducted surprise inspections across

11 Raipur medical stores to curb illegal drug sales.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a joint oper-
ation aimed at curbing
the illegal sale and mis-
use of controlled sub-
stances, a combined
team comprising offi-
cials from the Narcotics
Control Bureau and the
Food and Drug Admin-
istration conducted rig-
orous inspections across
eleven medical stores in
the district on Friday.
The initiative focused
on ensuring strict adher-
ence to regulatory com-
pliance, verifying lawful
procurement channels,
and examining inven-
tory management sys-
tems to prevent unau-
thorized distribution.
During the surprise
checks, authorities
meticulously evaluated
purchase records, avail-
able stock levels, and
storage facilities to verify
whether medicines were
being sourced through

authorized vendors and
logged in strict compli-
ance with established

protocols. While most
inspected establish-
ments maintained satis-
factory records, discrep-
ancies in documentation
and stock maintenance
were identified at four
specific outlets, namely
Sar Medicals in Bhan-
puri, Shri Ram Medical
Stores in Kota, Lakshmi
Medical Shop in San-
toshi Nagar, and Maa
Lakshmi Medical Stores
in Kukurbeda. Following
the inspections, show
cause notices are being
issued to all four erring
firms, granting them a

FASTFACTS

® Four outlets

were found with
documentation and
stock discrepancies:
Sar Medicals, Shri

Ram Medical Stores,
Lakshmi Medical Shop,
and Maa Lakshmi
Medical Stores.

eShow cause notices
are being issued to
the four erring firms,
with warnings of strict
future surveillance.

formal opportunity to
present their explana-
tions.

Hasdeo Express
extended general
coach facility

RAIPUR: The South East
Central Railway  has
announced the extension
of an additional general
coach on the Hasdeo
Express running between
Raipur, Korba, and Raipur
to manage the surge of pas-
sengers during the Diwali
festival. Initially sched-
uled to run until October
25, 2026, the temporary
extra coach for train num-
bers 18249 and 18250 will
now remain attached
until November 10, 2026.

Upgrade of 3
OTs at Kalibadi
hospital

RAIPUR: The Mother and
Child Hospital located in
Kalibadi, Raipur, is set to
begin upgrade work on its
three operation theaters
starting November 16, 2026.
The renovation project is
expected to take approx-
imately three months to
complete. To ensure unin-
terrupted medical care and
minimize patient inconve-
nience during this period,
the hospital management
has arranged alternative
facilities.

Permits of 170 buses cancelled in state,
major action taken against operators

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Transport
Department in Chhattis-
garh has taken significant
action against bus oper-
ators who compromised
passenger safety and dis-
regarded transport regu-
lations. The department
has cancelled the permits
of 170 buses across the
state and placed them on
a blacklist. These buses
were found to lack man-
datory safety features,
such as GPS systems and
panic buttons.

This action follows
a three-month special

A

inspection and

drive
the issuance of formal

notices, as confirmed
by Additional Transport
Commissioner D. Ravis-
hankar.

According to the
Transport Department,
the 170 buses whose per-
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mits have been cancelled
are no longer autho-
rized to operate. If any
operator is found run-
ning these buses on the
road in violation of the
rules, the vehicles will be
seized, and further legal
action will be taken.

Key findings from the Transport Department’s probe:

safety equipment.

412 buses lack GPS, 210 buses have non-functional GPS, 85 panic buttons are
defective, and permits for 170 buses have been cancelled. The investigation revealed
that several bus operators were transporting passengers without adhering to regu-
lations. In some vehicles, GPS devices were installed but kept switched off. Bus oper-
ators failed to improve even after receiving notices; in the first phase, the depart-
ment issued final notices to 300 buses, granting a 15-day grace period to install

According to departmental data, 140 of these operators installed GPS and reg-
istered on the portal, while the permits of 170 bus owners were cancelled for fail-
ing to comply with the prescribed rules. However, there is a numerical discrepancy
between the 300 notices issued, the 140 instances of compliance, and the 170 permit
cancellations—a matter that requires clarification from departmental records. Panic
buttons are essential for the safety of female passengers: the primary objective of
installing these buttons is to provide assistance to passengers during emergencies.
This system is considered crucial, especially for the safety of women.

Municipal Commissioner
reviews city sanitation,
revenue targets

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation Com-
missioner Sambit Mishra
chaired a weekly TL

(Time Limit) meeting
at the Mahatma Gandhi
Sadan headquarters,

bringing together senior
municipal officials, zone
commissioners, and
department heads to
evaluate ongoing urban
initiatives.

Commissioner Mishra
placed heavy emphasis
on upgrading the city’s
sanitation network. He
scrutinized before-and-
after photo evidence
of cleaning operations
and directed zone com-
missioners to prioritize
cleanliness  standards,
address public grievances
swiftly, and ensure all
complaints are resolved
within designated time-
frames.

On the financial
front, the commissioner
instructed zone authori-
ties and assistant revenue
officers to ramp up rev-

enue collection in align-
ment with fixed targets.
He urged officials to take
strict, rules-based action
against major tax default-
ers.

To ease the tax burden
on citizens, Mishra high-
lighted a 4 percent rebate
available on current fiscal
year property taxes for
taxpayers who clear their
dues by December 31,
2026, urging administra-
tors to maximize public
outreach for the scheme.

The meeting also
addressed key infrastruc-
tural and civic adminis-
tration matters, includ-
ing the regularization of
illegal water connections
with applicable penal-
ties, prompt handling of
mutation cases, and strict
legal action against illegal
plotting,  unauthorized
construction, and unap-
proved colonies.

RMC Zone-9
Commissioner
issues fine &
notice

RAIPUR: Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation Zone 9
Commissioner Hitendra
Yadav has issued a show-
cause notice and slapped
a fine of Rs 10,000 on
Mewas Nawaz Enter-
prises, the contracted
sanitation agency for
BSUP Khalpara in Ward 8.

The punitive action
was taken after the con-
tractor stopped all sanita-
tion work for four consec-
utive days from October
20 to October 23, 2026,
without prior permis-
sion or notice, severely
impacting local cleanli-
ness and public health.

Authorities have
directed the contrac-
tor to submit a written
explanation in person,
resume cleaning opera-
tions immediately, and
improve sanitation stan-
dards within the next 24
hours. The administra-
tion warned that failure
to provide a satisfactory
response will result in the
immediate cancellation
of the contract.

NIT Raipur

academicre

Central Chronicle News

Promoting collabora-
tion in computational
mechanics, advanced
simulation, and Arti-
ficial Intelligence

RAIPUR: In a major step
toward translating aca-
demic research into prac-
tical industrial solutions,
the National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Raipur
and deep-tech startup
Avkalan Labs Private Lim-
ited have signed a Mem-
orandum of Understand-
ing (MoU). The primary
objective of this partner-
ship is to advance the
practical application of
computational engineer-
ing, advanced simulation
technologies, and arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) in
engineering disciplines,
enabling lab-grown
expertise to be deployed
at an industrial scale.

The MoU was signed
by Dr. N. V. Ramana Rao,
Director of NIT Raipur,

| NIT_.AVKALAN-MOU |

and Avkalan Labs sign MoU to bridge

search with real-world inmovation

and Dr. Kamal Shankar
Patel, Director and Co-
founder of Avkalan Labs.
The signing ceremony
was attended by Prof.
Gangadhar  Ramtekkar
(Department of  Civil
Engineering), Prof. S.
Sanyal (Department of
Mechanical Engineer-
ing), and Prof. Shirish
V. Deo (Department of
Civil Engineering). All
joint activities under this
agreement will be coordi-
nated under the supervi-
sion of Prof. Gangadhar
Ramtekkar, Dr. Mohit
Jaiswal (Assistant Profes-
sor, Department of Civil
Engineering), and Dr.
Kamal Shankar Patel.
Under  this  part-
nership, both institu-
tions will pursue joint

research, industrial train-
ing, student internships,
and academic projects
in high-tech domains
such as computational
mechanics, finite element
analysis, and multiphys-
ics simulation. Further-
more, the agreement
establishes a framework
for industry-sponsored
M.Tech and doctoral
(Ph.D.) research address-
ing real-world industry
challenges, paving the
way for joint research
publications, patent fil-
ings, and the commer-
cialization of new tech-
nologies.

A key dimension of
this strategic collabo-
ration is exploring the
potential establishment
of a dedicated Centre of

FASTFACTS

® Under this
partnership, both
institutions will
pursue joint research,
industrial training,
student internships,
and academic projects
in high-tech domains
such as computational
mechanics, finite
element analysis,

and multiphysics
simulation.

Excellence in Computa-
tional Mechanics at NIT
Raipur. This proposed
centre aims to serve as
a platform for advanced
research, specialized skill
training, and the develop-
ment of modern compu-
tational methodologies
across structural mechan-
ics, engineering opti-
mization, and high-per-
formance computing,
providing students with
direct, hands-on expo-
sure to practical engi-
neering challenges.

NEWSLINE

CRICKET LEAGUE

Riaz Academy
secures thrilling six
run opening win

e L —

RAIPUR: The opening day
of the Under-16 New Era
Cricket League at Brahma-
vid Cricket Ground pro-
duced a high-scoring con-
test and a nail-biting finish,
as Riaz Cricket Academy
(RCA) beat Fit For Cricket
Academy (FFC) by 6 runs.

Batting first, RCA
posted 178/9 in 35 overs.
Amitabh Singh anchored
the innings with 50 runs
off 64 balls, while Abhig-
yan Dubey added a quick
38 off just 23 deliveries.
For FFC, bowler Aadish
Pratap Singh was the pick
of the attack, taking 3
wickets for 27 runs. FFC
began their chase well and
stayed in the contest until
the very end, but were
bowled out for 172 in 34.4
overs, falling just short of
the target.

TENNIS TOURNEY

Late Ajay
Nihalani ‘Iennis
Tournament
Begins

RAIPUR: The Late Ajay

Nihalani Memorial
Chhattisgarh State Ten-
nis Ranking Tourna-
ment commenced at
the Union Club and the
International Tennis Sta-
dium in Raipur, aimed at
providing a competitive
platform for young ath-
letes and bolstering ten-
nis infrastructure across
the state. Organised by
the Chhattisgarh Tennis
Association, the three-
day ranking event was
formally inaugurated by
the association’s General
Secretary,  Gurucharan
Singh Hora.

Addressing the audi-
ence during the opening
ceremony, Hora empha-
sised the growing foot-
print of tennis in the
region, noting that the
sport has steadily gained
mainstream popularity
alongside cricket.

| 24TH STATE TT CHAMPIONSHIP |

Raipur & Bilaspur share honors @ith 6 tilles each

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Raipur and Bilas-
pur emerged as dominant
forces by clinching six team
titles each at the ongoing
UTT 24th Chhattisgarh State
and Inter-District Table Ten-
nis Championship 2026.
Organised by the Chhattis-
garh Table Tennis Associ-
ation in collaboration with
the Life Insurance Corpo-
ration of India and Central
Bank of India, the four-day
sporting event is underway
at the Sapre Shala Table
Tennis Hall in Budhapara,

Raipur, running from Octo-
ber 22 to October 25.
According to organizing
secretary Vinay Baisware,
the team events spanning
twelve  categories con-
cluded on Thursday. These
competitions featured play-
ers across Senior, Youth
Under-19, Junior Under-17,
Sub-Junior Under-15, Cadet
Under-13, and Hopes Under-
11 divisions for both boys
and girls. Out of the twelve
team crowns on offer, Rai-
pur and Bilaspur evenly
split the honors, securing
six championships apiece.

e
In the youth team finals,
Raipur registered a com-
manding performance in
the Under-19 boys category,
sweeping past Bilaspur 3-0.
Raipur also captured the
Under-19 girls team title
by defeating Bilaspur 3-1.

Dominance continued in
the Junior Under-17 girls
segment, where Raipur
secured another convincing
3-0 victory against Bilaspur.
However, Bilaspur staged
a strong comeback in the
Cadet Under-13 girls divi-

sion, decisively defeating
Raipur 3-0 to claim the
trophy.

The tournament shifted
into its final phase on Fri-
day with singles encounters
in the Youth Under-19 and
Sub-Junior Under-15 catego-
ries. In the Under-19 boys
singles semifinals, Dikshant
Jangde of Bilaspur over-
came Raipur’s Yashwant
Dekate 3-1, while Aryan
Singh of Raipur booked his
place in the summit clash
with a straight 3-0 win
against Reyansh Pahwa of
Bilaspur.

Nagar Rajbhasha Karyanvayan

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Nagar Rajb-
hasha Karyanvayan
Samiti held its second
biannual meeting of 2026
at the Rail Officer Club,
Ullaas, under the chair-
manship of Dayanand,
Divisional Railway Man-
ager and Committee
Chairman. The proceed-
ings commenced with
the ceremonial lighting
of the lamp, followed by a
formal welcome to mem-

ber offices, including
the newly inducted Cen-
o0 [ J

tral Water Commission,
Upper Mahanadi.
Committee Secretary
and Rajbhasha Officer
Nikesh Kumar Pandey
presented a comprehen-
sive review of the Hindi
language implementation
progress across mem-
ber offices for the period
from January 1, 2026, to

. I; L 3 i
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June 30, 2026.

Addressing the gath-
ering, DRM Dayanand
commended the member
institutions for achiev-
ing full compliance with
Section 3(3) of the Official
Languages Act and urged
continued effort toward
meeting all departmental
targets.
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“Citizens are urged to
support the voter list
revision to ensure no

, eligible voter misses out in

. N the upcoming civic polls.”
Suruchi Singh

(BMC Commissioner)

Draft Electoral Rolls published
for Urban Body Elections 2026

Claims and objections on the published preliminary voter rolls can be submitted until 3:00
PM on October 30 w1th final rolls scheduled for pubhcatlon on November 30, 2026.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: In preparation
for the upcoming Urban
Local Body Elections
2026, Collector and Dis-
trict Election Officer
Abhijit Singh convened
an all-party meeting with
representatives of recog-
nized political outfits at
the Collectorate confer-
ence hall on Friday. Dur-
ing the session, officials
briefed party delegates
on the preliminary pub-
lication of the draft elec-
toral rolls and the sched-

voter lists were officially
published across elec-
tion-bound urban bodies

on October 23, 2026. The
submission window for
claims and objections
opened immediately

District Returning Officer with the representatives of political parties.

claims will be resolved
by November 3, 2026,
followed by the release
of the final voter list on
November 30.

The  administration

shared key demographic

arranged across 170
wards under the Bhilai,
Risali, and Bhilai-Char-
oda Municipal Corpo-
rations, alongside the

Jamul Municipal Council,

covering 5,07,704 vot-

FASTFACTS

® Across 170 wards in
Bhilai, Risali, Bhilai-
Charoda, and Jamul,

a total of 744 polling
stations have been set
up for 5,07,704 eligible
voters.

representatives’ queries,
and distributed copies
of the draft lists. The
meeting was attended
by ADM Virendra Singh,
Additional Collector and
Deputy District Election
Officer Silly Thomas,

781 DLs recommended
for suspension

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: In a major crack-
down to curb road acci-
dents and enforce road
discipline, Durg Traf-
fic Police have recom-
mended the suspension
of 781 driving licences
over the past nine
months in 2026. The
recommendations have
been forwarded to the
transport  department
under the provisions of
the Motor Vehicles Act,
in strict compliance with
Supreme Court direc-
tives.

Authorities reported
that targeted action
is being taken against
severe traffic offences
that endanger lives,
including driving under

mobile phones while
behind the wheel, and
ferrying passengers in
goods vehicles.
Emphasising that
road safety is a shared
responsibility, the traf-
fic police appealed to

motorists to  strictly
observe traffic rules.
Drivers have been

urged to stick to pre-
scribed speed limits,
avoid mobile phone
usage while driving, and
refrain from drunk driv-

NEWSLINE

TRUCK DRIVER HELD

Altempt to
break ATM

BHILAI: The Bhilai Bhatti
police have arrested a
28-year-old truck driver,
Keshra Ram, a resident
of Barmer, Rajasthan, for
attempting to break into
a State Bank of India ATM
near Boriya Gate, Sector-04.
According to police, the
accused, who had brought
lime powder to the Bhilai
Steel Plant, ran out of
money while awaiting fur-
ther orders. On the night of
October 21, he attempted
to break open the cash dis-
penser using an iron rod
and jack rod from his vehi-
cle. He fled empty-handed
upon noticing nearby move-
ment. Police identified and
detained him based on cir-

ule for voter list revision.  and will remain available and logistical details, ers. Officials reviewed sub-divisional magis- | the influence of alcohol, ing to ensure both their | cumstantial evidence, recov-
Collector Singh  until 3:00 PM on Octo- noting that 744 poll- various statutory sub- trates, and district-level | overspeeding, jump- own safety and that of | ering his mobile phone and
announced that draft ber 30. All submitted ing booths have been mission forms, resolved political party leaders. ing traffic signals, using other road users. truck (RJ 47 GA 3435).
|CATTLE RESCUE | RUB closed for | HOMICIDE | TWO SEPARATE
e Drownin
Bull rescued from draln after two days two days Ruffian nabbed within hours for murder |~ s
— ‘L ) BHILAI: Vehicular move- - incidents
Central Chronicle News ment through the Chan- | central Chronicle News HIGHLIGHT
dra-Maurya Underbridge E— rep orted
BHILAI:  Demonstrating will remain completely | BHILAI: In a swift oper- © Mohan Nagar police BHILAI: Two  distinct

humane concern for ani-

mal welfare, the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
successfully rescued a

bull that had remained
trapped inside an open
drain for two days in Ward
35 under Zone-3. Upon
receiving reports of the
stranded animal, a civic
rescue team rushed to the
spot to evaluate the situa-
tion. Given the tight space
and the bull’s prolonged
entrapment, municipal
workers brought in a JCB
excavator to carefully

demolish a portion of

the drain wall, carving
out an exit route without
injuring the animal. Offi-
cials ensured the bull was
pulled out safely without
harm, highlighting the
administration’s prompt
dedication to protecting
voiceless animals.

HIGHLIGHT

@ Bhilai Municipal
Corporation deployed a
JCB excavator to safely
break open a drain
section and rescue

a trapped bull in

Ward 35.

suspended on October
24 and 25, 2026, for
urgent maintenance, the
Bhilai Municipal Corpo-
ration announced on Fri-
day. Officials stated that
a drainage grating inside
the underpass dislodged
unexpectedly, posing a
severe risk of accidents
to commuters. To avert
mishaps, civic author-
ities decided to close
the underbridge imme-
diately for two days to
execute necessary repair

and restoration work.

ation, the Mohan Nagar
police arrested a 20-year-
old youth within hours of
an alleged fatal stabbing
at Bombay Awas in Urla,
district police officials
confirmed on Friday.
The incident occurred on
the evening of October
22 near Saraswati Gyan
Mandir School. The vic-
tim, identified as 19-year-
old Shiv Bahadur Singh
Soni alias Shiva, a resident
of Bombay Awas, was
brutally assaulted with
a sharp-edged weapon.

He sustained critical inju-
ries in the attack and was
rushed to a nearby hos-
pital, where attending
doctors pronounced him
dead on arrival. Following
the alert, Mohan Nagar
police mobilized investi-
gative teams and tracked

mobilized investigative
teams and tracked down
the suspect, identified as
Laxmi Narayan Sarthi.

down the suspect, iden-
tified as Laxmi Narayan
Sarthi (20), a resident of
Harna Bandha, Durg. The
accused was taken into
custody shortly after the
crime. Authorities have
booked him under Sec-
tion 103(1) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) for
murder, and further inves-
tigation is underway.

| ENCROACHMENT RAZED |

Blocked road reopened after 15 vears

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The Risali Munici-
pal Corporation on Friday
demolished three illegal
shops that had blocked a
vital thoroughfare in Ward
13 along the main Utai
route for nearly 15 years.
Following over a dozen
unheeded eviction notices
and persistent efforts by
local councillor  Vidhi
Yadav, civic enforcement
teams executed the anti-en-
croachment drive under

police protection from the
Newai station.

Despite initial resistance,
officials allowed the owners
of a chicken outlet, a salon,
and an electrical shop to
evacuate their belongings
before demolishing the
structures. Municipal Com-

missioner Monika Verma
had previously warned
the encroachers to clear
the space voluntarily, but
they continued operating
defiantly. Revenue officer
Dharmendra Mishra super-
vised the clearance opera-
tion. The removal of these
encroachments clears the
hurdle for completing the
remaining 50-metre con-
crete road alongside the
canal, restoring direct con-
nectivity to Maitri Garden
Chowk for local residents.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: In a major push
to deter criminal activ-
ities and maintain law
and order, Durg Police
conducted an intensive
four-hour combing and
checking operation in
Ruabandha Colony on
Friday. The exercise,
carried out between
4:00 AM and 8:00 AM,
mobilised 60 police per-
sonnel, including two
gazetted officers and

| COMBING PATROL |

four inspectors. Teams
verified outside ten-

ants, inspected habitual
offenders, and scanned

Two warrantees caught in Ruabandha

the area for illicit narcot-
ics and arms. During the
drive, officers tracked
down and arrested two
standing warrants—
Anish Bag (21) and Dan-
ish (20). Police author-
ities urged citizens
to ensure mandatory
police verification for
tenants and immediately
report any suspicious
activities, illegal weap-
ons, or drug trafficking
to support crime pre-
vention efforts.

DMC Comm 1nspects ongomg projects

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Municipal Cor-
poration Commissioner
Leena Kosam conducted
a morning inspection
of several ongoing civic
projects across the city
on Friday, reviewing
their on-ground progress
and quality standards.
Key sites inspected
included the wunder-
construction multilevel
parking facility near the

old bus stand at Indira
Market, Canal Road near
Science College, Urla
site, Muktidham, and
the Sewage Treatment

Plant (STP).
the multilevel parking,
Commissioner
directed
contractors to expedite

Reviewing

Kosam

officials and

pending work and ensure
timely completion with-
out compromising con-
struction quality. Empha-
sising accountability,
she cautioned that neg-
ligence or unnecessary
delays will not be toler-
ated. Executive Engineer
Vinita Verma, Building
Officer Prakash Chandra
Thawani, and other
senior officials accompa-
nied the Commissioner
during the visit.

Hotel Urrth opens limited
bookings for wedding season

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Ahead of the
upcoming peak winter
wedding season, Hotel

Urrth, strategically located
beside the KIA showroom
on Durg-Rajnandgaon
Bypass Road, has opened
bookings with limited date
availability for Novem-
ber and December 2026.
Designed as an all-inclusive

destination

celebratory
under the tagline “Cele-
brate Every Occasion,” the
upscale property caters
seamlessly to lavish wed-

dings, ring ceremonies,
and grand receptions. The
venue boasts three ban-

quet halls, including a flag-
ship  10,000-square-foot
indoor facility, paired with
a massive 45,000-square-
foot open-air party lawn
for large gatherings. To
comfortably accommodate
out-of-town guests and rel-
atives, the hotel provides
70 well-appointed rooms,
a private dining room, an
indoor restaurant, and a
rooftop dining terrace.

|SAFETY FORTNIGHT

Mines Safety meet hzghlzghts
_-.EIEB

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The First General
Body Meeting under the
42nd Annual Mines Safety
Fortnight Celebration 2026
(Non-Coal Mines) was held
at Bhilai Niwas on Friday.
Organized by SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant’s Dalli Rajhara
Iron Ore Mines, the event
was held under the joint
aegis of the Directorate
General of Mines Safety
(DGMS), covering Bilas-

pur Regions 1 and 2, and
the Raigarh Region. The
programme was inaugu-
rated by senior dignitaries,
including Irfan Ansari and
Altaf Hussain, Directors

of Mines Safety, alongside
Kamal Bhaskar, Executive
Director (Mines), and Arun
Kumar, Executive Director

(Rowghat). Key discus-
sions centered on rein-

forcing safety compliance,
mitigating  occupational
hazards, safe machinery
operations, and promot-
ing a collective safety cul-
ture to achieve the DGMS
vision of “zero harm.”
Addressing the session,
Ansari underscored that
investing in mine safety
enhances production effi-
ciency and directed that
insights from safety audits
be documented for future
planning. Kumar noted

zero harm goal

that SAIL’s greenfield
Rowghat project has com-
menced production with
a 3-million-tonne capac-
ity out of its planned
14-million-tonne  target.
Senior officials, including
CGM A.K. Singh and Gen-
eral Manager Birendra
Kumar, outlined the fort-
night’s activity blueprint,
reaffirming an indus-
try-wide commitment to
worker welfare and oper-
ational safety.

68 interns join BSP under
PM Internship Scheme

BHILAI: SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant (BSP) has
completed the join-
ing formalities for 68
candidates under the
Prime Minister’s Intern-
ship Scheme (PMIS).
With this intake, the
total number of interns
inducted at the steel
plant has reached 109,
against a targeted alloca-
tion of 160 internships.
The onboarding process,

managed by the plant’s
Human Resource-Learn-
ing and Development
(HR-L&D) Department,
covered document veri-
fication and orientation.
The newly joined interns
will serve across vari-
ous positions, including
Administration, Pro-
gramming Assistant,
Office Intern, HR Intern,
MLT Intern, and Multi
-Tasking Staff.

drowning incidents have
been reported in Durg dis-
trict, prompt SDRF rescue
operations. In the first inci-
dent near Kumhari, 15-year-
old Raj Gupta drowned in
the Kharun River on Octo-
ber 22 while attempting to
catch a bird with his friend
Nilesh Thakur, who was
saved by local fishermen.
SDRF divers retrieved Raj’s
body on Friday morning.
Both teenagers, originally
from Bihar, lived and
worked in Raipur. In the
second incident under the
Jamgaon R police jurisdic-
tion, Durgesh Thakur, a res-
ident of Tiloda, Balod.

TWO NABBED
Psychotropic
tablets seized

BHILAI: In a continued
clampdown on illicit drug
peddling, the Vaishali Nagar
police arrested two repeat
offenders from the Dussehra
Ground area on Thursday for
illegally selling narcotic tab-
lets. Acting on a tip-off, police
surrounded and nabbed
Vinod Tiwari (45) and Amit
Nag alias Bhancha (28). A
search yielded 89 Alpra-
zolam (0.5 mg) tablets, Rs
5,000 in cash earned from
drug sales, and a scooter.
Both individuals carry prior
criminal records under the
NDPS and Arms Acts. Police
booked them under relevant
sections of the NDPS Act and
are probing backward link-
ages to dismantle the drug
supply chain.

BIKE LIFTER

Arrested with
stolen vehicle

BHILAI: The Supela police
on Friday arrested a 21-year-
old youth for allegedly steal-
ing a scooter parked near
the bustling Supela Ghadi
Chowk. The action fol-
lowed a complaint lodged
by 23-year-old Prachi, a
resident of Sector-5, Bhilai.
According to the victim,
she had parked her two-
wheeler (CG 07 BU 8781)
near Ghadi Chowk before
visiting the local market,
only to find it missing upon
returning. Acting on intel-
ligence, police registered a
case under Section 303(2)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS) and nabbed the
accused, identified as Sunil
Kumar Mahar of Udiya
Para, Supela.
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“ Khet Bachao Abhiyan’
will lead public awareness
campaign for soil conservation
— — and balanced fertiliser use.
(  shivraj Singh Chouhan
Agriculture Minister
OP Mathur takes oath T o s |t
their first Pirelli Calendar | wasux
with India at centre Retired
aS () ‘; er I l O r () era a I I l Press Trust Of India Avani Rai before he passed officer cheated in
away on April 26 this year, | djgital arrest
When photogra- came to fruition almost
Om Prakash Mathur was sworn in as the 29th Governor of Keralam, taking charge ata | pher Raghu Rai the way he had intended | The Nashik Cyber Police
was approached by as Avani took Raghu | initiated a major investi-

time when the state has a new government following the recent Assembly elections \.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Om Prakash
Mathur was sworn in as
the 29th Governor of Ker-
alam on Friday, taking
charge at a time when the
state has a new govern-
ment following the recent

Assembly elections.
Kerala High Court Chief
Justice  Soumen  Sen

administered the oath of
office to Mathur at a cere-
mony held at the Lok Bha-
van in Thiruvanantha-
puram. Mathur, who was
serving as the Governor
of Sikkim, was appointed
to Keralam following the
transfer of Rajendra Vish-

B
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wanath Arlekar to Tamil
Nadu. Chief Minister
V.D. Satheesan, Speaker
Thiruvanchoor Radhakr-
ishnan, ministers and
elected representatives
attended the swearing-in
ceremony. The Leader
of Opposition, Pinarayi
Vijayan, however, was

absent.

The ceremony
marked the formal begin-
ning of Mathur’s tenure
in Keralam, where he will
assume the constitutional
responsibilities of the
Governor, including his
role in the functioning of
the state government and
the legislature.

HIGHLIGHT

® Kerala High Court
Chief Justice Soumen
Sen administered the
oath of office to Om
Prakash Mathur.

Later, CM Satheesan
wrote on X, “I had the dis-
tinct honour of attending
the solemn swearing-in
ceremony of Shri Om
Prakash Mathur Ji as the
29th Hon’ble Governor
of Keralam at Lok Bhavan
today. The oath of office
was administered by
Hon’ble Justice Soumen
Sen. On behalf of the Gov-

ernment and the people
of Keralam, I extend my
heartfelt congratulations
and warmest wishes to
the Hon’ble Governor.
May his tenure be marked
by distinguished ser-
vice, meaningful contri-
butions, and continued
progress for our state.”
Mathur arrived in the
state capital on Thurs-
day and was accorded an
official reception at the
technical area of Thiru-
vananthapuram airport.
Chief Minister Satheesan
led the reception, which
was attended by Minis-
ters, the Chief Secretary,
and others.

Pirelli Calendar for
its 53rd edition with
India as its protag-
onist, he wanted to
bring new subjects
to his studio

NEW DELHI: When pho-
tographer Raghu Rai was
approached by the Pire-
lli Calendar for its 53rd
edition with India as its
protagonist, he wanted
to bring new subjects to
his studio and put them
against his unpublished
works of the last 50 years
for the project titled “Past
Forward”. The project,
which became a matter of
many discussions with his
photographer  daughter

Rai’s works to the streets
“where he belongs”. As
the 2027 Pirelli Calen-
dar, or The Cal, launched
here on Friday, Avani’s

FASTFACTS

® The project, which
became a matter of
many discussions

with his photographer
daughter Avani Rai
before he passed away.

lens looked at her father’s
archive frames while cap-
turing the people and life
that unfolds on the streets
of India, almost as if she
were standing behind him
like an attentive student,
or a daughter.

| MISSION KARMAYOGI |

‘Mission Karmayogi shifis focus
from rules to roles in governance

Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW: Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on Friday
said Mission Karmayogi
marked a shift from rule-
based to role-based gov-
ernance, equipping gov-
ernment officials with
the competencies needed
to perform their respon-
sibilities effectively and
improve public service
delivery. Addressing the
third regional workshop

evolve into modern capac—
ity-building  institutions
and centres of excellence.
The two-day workshop,
organised by the Capac-
ity Building Commission
in collaboration with the
Uttar Pradesh govern-

in the northern region.
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath also
attended the event. Singh
said the Capacity Building

Commission, conceptu-
alised by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, was an

Mild quake
recorded near
Bengaluru

BENGALURU:  Bengaluru
An earthquake of magni-
tude 3.0 was recorded in
Bengaluru Rural district on
Friday, with the epicentre
located near Timmojana-
halli village in Doddabal-
lapura taluk, the KSNDMC
said. The earthquake
occurred at 9.01 am at a
depth of 10 km, with the
epicentre located 0.5 km
north of Timmojanahalli
village, it said. According to
a statement issued by Kar-
nataka State Natural Disas-

| CONVOCATION |

NDMA member asks NIT Hamirpur
students to focus on tech-research

Press Trust Of India

HAMIRPUR: Dr Dinesh
Kumar Aswal, a member
of the National Disaster
Management  Authority
(NDMA), on Friday urged
students of the National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Hamirpur to focus
on technological advance-
ment and  scientific
research, stressing the
importance of precision,
innovation and solutions

IT l;lani-irphl_zlr

awarded, Aswal said sci-
entific progress must be
driven by accurate data,
reliable methods and
rigorous research rather
than assumptions or hur-
ried publications.

accurate data, reliable
methods, and precision-
driven research. True sci-
entific leadership lies in
transforming knowledge
into societal impact, sus-
tainable  development,
and solutions to real
global challenges,” he
said.

The address high-
lighted the need for inter-
disciplinary research,
quality infrastructure and
responsible science to

of Sadhana Shrinkhla ment on October 23-24, important institutional | ter Monitoring Centre, the | to real-world challenges. “Science cannot prog- help India achieve global
2026 in Lucknow, Singh brings together represen- step in the government’s | epicentre was located 0.6 | Addressing the insti- ress on assumptions or scientific excellence and
called on government tatives from eight states administrative reform | km southeast of Naragana- | tute’s 17th convocation, hurried publications; it work towards future
training institutions to and four Union Territories programme. halli village. where 1,265 degrees were advances only through Nobel-level discoveries.

| VIGILANCE |

Vigilance probe against CPI(M) leader
over alleged 1rregular1t1es ordered

Press Trust Of India

KOCHI: The Keralam gov-
ernment has ordered a vig-
ilance investigation against
former Kannur district
panchayat president and
CPI(M) leader P P Divya
over alleged irregularities
during her tenure, sources
said on Friday. The Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption
Bureau (VACB) will inves-
tigate the award of a con-

struction contract to Car-
ton India without inviting
tenders during her tenure
as Kannur district pan-
chayat president, officials

said. A complaint filed by
KSU leader Mohammed
Shammas alleged that
the company belonged to
a benami of Divya. The
government has granted
permission to initiate the
investigation under Sec-
tion 17A of the Prevention
of Corruption Act, officials
said. It has authorised
an investigation into the
assets of Divya and her
husband, they added.

Shammas had filed the
complaint during the pre-
vious LDF government’s
tenure, following which
the VACB initiated a pre-
liminary inquiry. However,
the then government did
not grant permission for
a further probe, officials
said. The investigation will
also cover former Kannur
district panchayat secre-
tary Abdul Latheef, they
added.

rte__st in Delh
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Activists during a protest demanding the resignation of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar over the

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, in New Delhi on Friday. PTI.

Haryana FDA flags 9 food products for
misbranding after raid in Gurugram firm

GURUGRAM: The Haryana
Food and Drugs Admin-
istration has raided the
premises of a food brand
in Gurugram and flagged
nine food products for
suspected  misbranding,
officials said on Friday. A
team of FDA officials on
Thursday raided the prem-
ises of M/s Midvision Pri-
vate Limited located at Faz-
ilpur Jharsa, which markets

products under the brand
name ‘Miduty’ through its
website, www.miduty.in.
The raid was conducted
to examine the regulatory
compliance of the com-
pany’s food products and

cosmetics, particularly the
nature, presentation and
substantiation of health-re-
lated claims made on its
product-selling ~ website,
the officials said. Accord-
ing to an official statement,
the FDA team examined
product descriptions, pro-
motional material and
health-related claims dis-
played on the company’s
website.

Man stabbed to death in UP over
W1tchcraft suspicion, three arrested

KANPUR: In Kanpur Dehat
district, a 30-year-old
man named Ramganesh
was brutally beaten and
stabbed to death by three
neighbours over a bizarre
and tragic suspicion of
witchcraft. According
to police, the horrific
incident took place out-
side the victim’s house
in Galouli village. The

accused—identified as

Satyam  Kashyap, his
cousin Raghavendra
Kashyap, and Raghav-
endra’s wife, Radha

Kashyap-confronted

Ramganesh after blaming
his father, Pannalal, for
casting a spell on Satyam’s
ailing daughter. When
Ramganesh strongly
denied the accusations, a
violent altercation ensued,
and the attackers stabbed
him multiple times in
the stomach.His terrified
wife, Rachna, rushed him
to the district hospital,

where medical profession-
als tragically pronounced
him dead on arrival. Fol-
lowing a formal complaint
filed by Rachna, local law
enforcement swifty acted,
arresting all three sus-
pects involved in the hei-
nous crime. Authorities
also successfully recov-
ered the weapon used, a
knife, from the scene.

| WEATHER |

Cyclone brewing in Bay of Bengal; Heavy rain likely

Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: A low-pres-
sure system developing
over the Bay of Bengal
is set to intensify into a
cyclonic storm, bringing
heavy rainfall and strong
winds across West Bengal
from October 28. Accord-
ing to the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD),
daytime temperatures in

the southern regions are
expected to drop by two
to three degrees Celsius
as the weather system
approaches. The IMD
reported that the current
low-pressure area over
the south Bay of Bengal is
likely to strengthen signifi-
cantly by October 26, mov-
ing west-northwestward
toward the north Andhra
Pradesh-south Odisha

coastline. Despite this path,

the storm’s peripheral
effects will impact wide
areas of West Bengal. Thun-
derstorms accompanied by
gusty winds reaching up to
40 km/h will prevail over all

southern districts starting
October 28. The heaviest
downpours are forecast for
the coastal districts, includ-
ing South 24 Parganas and
Purba Medinipur, along-
side the western districts
of Paschim Medinipur,
Jhargram, Purulia, and
Bankura. Kolkata, the state
capital, is also expected to
experience active thunder-
storms during this period.

As a precautionary mea-
sure against rough sea con-
ditions, authorities have
issued a strict advisory
urging fisherfolk to refrain
from venturing into the
ocean starting October 26.

Residents and local
authorities are advised to
monitor weather updates
closely as the storm system
continues to develop and
advance.

Unidentified accused leave two
men injured ; probe begins

PATNA: Two men were
critically injured after
unidentified  assailants
allegedly opened fire
in Byapur village under
Maner police station
region in Patna district,
Bihar. The incident was
reported eary morning
, with preliminary infor-
mation indicating that
the shooting had taken
place  yesterday dur-

ing Dussehra festivities.
Police began investigat-
ing the circumstances
surrounding the attack.
The incident raised con-
cerns about public safety
in the village during a
period when residents
were participating in fes-
tive activities. Investiga-
tors are working to estab-
lish the motive behind
the shooting.

gation after a 68-year-old
retired assistant sub-inspec-
tor lost Rs 71 lakh to cyber
fraudsters. According to
police reports, the retired
officer fell victim to a com-
plex cyber fraud known
as a “digital arrest”. The
perpetrators impersonated
law enforcement officials
and telephoned the vic-
tim via video call, alleging
that his personal identifi-
cation details were linked
to money laundering. They
confined him to his house
under video surveillance for
20 days. Terrified by threats
of criminal prosecution, the
victim transferred his life-
time savings into multiple
bank accounts provided by
the fraudsters. Cyber crime
investigators have frozen
several destination bank
accounts and are analyzing
bank transaction records to
trace the syndicate behind
this financial scam.

NEW DELHI

PM urges unity

against division
Inaugurating the

Chinmaya Amrit Mahot-

sav Global Sammelan

at Bharat Mandapam,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressed a gath-
ering of spiritual leaders,
delegates, and citizens.
In his address, the Prime
Minister called upon
the nation to stay vigi-
lant and united against
internal forces seeking
to fragment society. He
emphasized that national
harmony is the founda-
tional pillar for socio-eco-
nomic progress and sus-
tainable  development.
Highlighting the vision of
“Viksit Bharat,” PM Modi
stressed that achieving
a fully developed status
requires active public
participation and col-
lective responsibility.
He urged youth organi-
zations and civil society
to spread social unity,
respect cultural her-
itage, and reject divi-
sive political narratives,
reassuring that India’s
diversity remains its
greatest strength in over-
coming global economic
and social challenges.

JAIPUR

Pregnant minor
gang raped

Police in Rajasthan
registered a criminal case
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act fol-
lowing a tragic assault in
a remote district. A preg-
nant minor girl was alleg-
edly abducted and gang-
raped by suspects in an
isolated, deserted area.
Due to physical trauma,
the victim went into pre-
mature labor during the
assault and delivered a
baby in the open field.
Tragically, the newborn
infant died shortly after
delivery before emer-
gency medical services
could reach the location.
Local residents discov-
ered the victim in critical
condition and alerted the
authorities. Police teams
immediately rushed the
survivor to a government
hospital for emergency
care. Multiple police
search parties have been
deployed to identify
and arrest the suspects
involved in the incident.
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Departmental officials have also
been directed to immediately begin &
the necessary preparations for
organizing ‘Rajyotsav 2026°

VK Langeh
Collector- Mahasamund
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Raipur Region

PWD Secretary reviews
district construction projects

PWD Secretary Mukesh Bansal held a meeting with officials at the New Circuit House.

Central Chronicle News

RAJNANDGAON: Pub-
lic Works Department
(PWD) Secretary Mr.
Mukesh Kumar Bansal
reviewed the progress of
various construction and
development projects at
the New Circuit House in
Rajnandgaon on Thurs-
day. During the meeting,
he sought detailed infor-
mation about sanctioned,
ongoing, and pending
road, bridge, culvert, and
building construction
works in the district.
Secretary Ban-
sal directed officials
to ensure that all old
and pending construc-
tion projects are com-

pleted by December. He
instructed them to imme-
diately resume work sus-
pended due to the rainy
season and accelerate
the pace of construction
while maintaining quality

standards and adhering
to prescribed deadlines.
He warned that con-
tractors failing to meet
quality requirements or
complete projects within
the stipulated time would

face action under the
rules, including blacklist-
ing. He also emphasized
regular monitoring of all

HIGHLIGHT

® He reviewed

the progress of
construction and
development works
under the PWD.

strengthening, and
repair works, Mr. Bansal
instructed officials to pri-
oritize timely completion
to ensure safe and smooth
transportation for citi-
zens. He directed them
to resolve technical and
administrative obstacles
promptly and conduct
regular site inspections
to ensure compliance
with prescribed technical
standards.

Youth scales shutter, steals
Rs 10,000, captured

Central Chronicle News

BASNA: A theft of Rs
10,000 was reported at
a grocery store located
along the National High-
way in Baldidih village
under Sankara police
station limits.

Police have regis-
tered a case against Anil
Yadav under Sections
305(a) and 331(4) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS), and further
investigation is under-
way. According to the
complaint, shop owner
Raju Dadsena had kept
the day’s earnings in the
cash drawer on the night
of October 18. He closed
the shop at around 9
PM on October 19 and
returned home. When
he opened the shop at
approximately 7 AM
on October 20, he dis-
covered that Rs 10,000
was missing. Suspect-

HIGHLIGHT

® A case of stolen cash
has come to the fore
from Baldidih village
under Basna.

e®According to the
complainant, a local
youth stole Rs.10,000
from his grocery store.

ing theft, Raju ques-
tioned people nearby
and checked the shop’s
CCTV footage.

The footage report-
edly showed a young
man entering the prem-
ises by climbing over
the shutter.The com-
plainant identified the
person as Anil Yadav,
son of Barat Yadav, a
resident of Baldidih vil-
lage. Based on the com-
plaint, Sankara police
registered a case and
initiated an investiga-
tion into the incident.

| CLINIC SEALED |

Health, revenue teams
crack down on 1llegal cllmc

Central Chronicle News

MAHASAMUND: Acting
on a complaint received
through the Mukhyaman-
tri Jan-Darshan portal, a
joint team of the Health,
Revenue, and Police
departments sealed an
allegedly illegal clinic at
Jhilmila Chowk in Sarai-
pali. Expired medicines
and medical instruments
used for patient treatment
were also seized during
the operation. Accord-
ing to officials, Vinayak
Panigrahi was allegedly

operating the clinic asso-
ciated with Rakesh Med-
ical without the required

medical qualifications
and certifications. Fol-
lowing directions from
Chief Medical and Health

Officer (CMHO) Dr. R. K.
Singh Kushwaha, a health
department team con-
ducted a surprise inspec-
tion and examined the
clinic’s documents, medi-
cines, and equipment.

projects.

Reviewing road con-
struction, widening,
RTI portal

training on Oct 28

MAHASAMUND: A one-day
training programme on
the Right to Information
(RTI) Act will be organized
on October 28, 2026, from
11:00 AM to 2:00 PM at the
Collectorate Conference
Hall. The primary objec-
tive of the programme
is to familiarise desig-
nated Public Information
Officers (PIOs) and First
Appellate Authorities
(FAAs) with the provisions
of the RTI Act and the pro-
cedure for onboarding
onto the RTI online por-
tal. As per the directives
received, the training will
be imparted to designated
officials at the divisional,
district, and block levels.

| ANVARI CELEBRATES DUSSEHRA |

Semra B celebrates Ramleela
with Ravana effigy burning

Central Chronicle News

ANVARI: Vijayadashami
was celebrated with great
enthusiasm in Semra
(Bhakhara) for the third
consecutive year under
the joint auspices of the
Bal Leela Mandali and
Village Development
Committee, with sup-
port from the Gram Pan-
chayat and villagers. Fol-
lowing the immersion of
the Durga idol, a grand

procession featuring
Lord Ram, Lakshman,
Hanuman, and Rava-

na’s army was taken out

through Kumharpara
and Shitala Chowk to Bus
Stand Chowk. Accom-
panied by DJ music, the
procession attracted
a large gathering. The

programme began with
Mukut Puja performed
in the presence of local
representatives and com-
munity leaders. Members
of the Bal Leela Mandali
presented an impressive
Ramlila, culminating in
the symbolic victory of
Lord Ram over Ravana
and the burning of a
15-foot effigy. Address-
ing the gathering, guests
highlighted the victory of
truth over evil and urged
people to eliminate social
evils, promote brother-
hood, and build a drug-
free, ideal village.

Ahiwara police seize 700 iron

| IRON BANGLES SEIZED |

bangles ahead of festivals

Central Chronicle News

NANDINI-AHIRWARA:

dini-Ahirwara

Vari-
ous committees in the Nan-
region felici-
tated Nandini Police Station
SHO Anil Patel for ensuring the
peaceful and incident-free con-
duct of Durga Utsav, Chunri
Yatra and Dussehra celebra-
tions. Representatives of the
Durga Utsav, Chunri Yatra and
Dussehra Utsav committees
honoured him by presenting a
ceremonial chunri and shrifal.

arrangements,

=
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As part of enhanced security
police seized
more than 700 iron bangles
(kade) from suspicious individ-
uals and anti-social elements
during the festivities to prevent

major events,

day celebrations.

potential clashes and main-
tain public safety. BJP Yuva
Morcha State Executive Com-
mittee members Dau Anand
| Tamrakar and Rahul Chandel

praised the police for main-

taining law and order during
including Pat-
* par Jhanki and Chunri Yatra,
which attracted around 15,000
people. They also appreciated
traffic management and secu-
rity arrangements at Durga
pandals throughout the nine-

| TENSIONS ARISE IN VILLAGE |

Assault in Narmada triggers tension, trafflc dlsruptlon

Central Chronicle News

GANDAI-PANDARIYA: Tension
prevailed in Narmada village,
located around seven kilome-
tres from Gandai, on Thursday
after a shopkeeper was alleg-
edly assaulted inside his shop.
The incident triggered anger
among residents of nearby
Sandi village, who blocked
the road demanding action
against the accused, disrupt-
ing traffic for several hours.
According to reports, a dis-
pute had occurred between
two groups
Wednesday.

in Sandi on
The following

morning, a resident of Sandi
was allegedly attacked by a
local youth while opening his
shop in Narmada. The shop-
keeper reportedly sustained
serious injuries. Following the

incident, a large crowd gath-
ered and staged a road block-
ade. Police personnel rushed
to the spot, while the KCG dis-
trict Superintendent of Police
monitored the situation.

Konta admn reviews PMAY progress, takes firm stance
: 1

SUKMA: Under the guid-
ance of Collector Amit
Kumar, District Pan-
chayat CEO Mukund Tha-
kur conducted a review
meeting on the Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana-
Gramin at Janpad Pan-
chayat Konta. Empha-

sising accountability, he
ordered the immediate
suspension of Gondpalli
Gram Panchayat Secre-
tary Madvi Hadma for
negligence in duty. Dur-

ing the meeting, the CEO
reviewed the release of
first instalments, Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT)
linking, Aadhaar-based
bank account authenti-

cation, and beneficiary-
wise progress reports.
He also inspected the
housing section and
directed officials to
update and verify essen-

tial beneficiary details
on the official portal.
Later, Thakur conducted
a surprise inspection of
housing construction
works in Dhondra Gram
Panchayat. He assessed
construction quality and
progress, instructing Pan-
chayat Secretaries, Awas
Mitras, and Gram Roz-
gar Sahayaks to expedite
work and ensure timely
completion of houses for
eligible families.

Collector directs grand district-
level Rajyotsav celebratlons

KAWARDHA:  Collector
Tulika Prajapati reviewed
preparations for the dis-
trict-level Rajyotsav cel-
ebration at Kawardha
on Chhattisgarh State
Foundation Day during
a weekly review meet-
ing held at the District
Office. She directed
officials to complete all
arrangements on time

and ensure effective coor-
dination. The Collector
also reviewed the imple-
mentation of the Pradhan
Mantri Janman Yojana
and instructed depart-

; |
mental heads to resolve
CM Helpline complaints
promptly and effectively.
To ensure welfare bene-
fits reach Baiga families in
remote areas.

| YOUTH PARLIAMENT |

Students take Imrt m youth parlzament compelition

Central Chronicle News

ARANG: A block-level
Youth Parliament com-
petition was organised
on Thursday at Gandhi
English Medium School,
Arang, under the guidance
of Block Education Officer
(BEO) Dinesh Sharma. Stu-
dents from eight schools
across the block partici-
pated enthusiastically in

the event, which aimed to
promote democratic val-
ues, constitutional aware-
ness and parliamentary

practices among young
learners. The programme
began with the ceremo-
nial lighting of a lamp and

the singing of the national
song. Addressing the par-
ticipants, BEO Dinesh
Sharma said that India is
a nation of youth and that
the Youth Parliament is
more than a competition;
it is an important platform
for understanding democ-
racy and constitutional
values. He expressed
confidence that the par-
ticipants would become

responsible,  thoughtful
citizens and contrib-
ute to building a strong
and developed India.]
Assistant  Block Educa-
tion Officer Lakheshwar
Ratre, nodal principals
Sandhya Rani Barik and
Sarojini Kerketta, Gandhi
School Principal Haresh
Das, and Cluster Coor-
dinator Harish Diwan
were present.

Brother-in-law attacks
man, wife and father-in-law

BASNA: In a violent
turn of events arising
from a family dispute,
a man was booked by
the Bhanwarpur police
for allegedly assaulting
his relatives across two
locations in a single day.
The incident occurred
on the morning of Octo-
ber 21, when victim
Harishankar  Kashyap,
accompanied by his wife
Dulbai and granddaugh-

ter, was intercepted at
Rambhatha Chowk while
traveling on a motorcy-
cle. The accused, Uttam
Kumar Patel, engaged in
a heated argument over
his wife residing at her
maternal home, before
threatening Harishankar
and striking him repeat-
edly with a stick. When
Dulbai attempted to
intervene, Patel pushed
her to the ground.

DUSSEHRA

Keshla burns 51-
foot Ravana effigy

KHARORA: Vijayadashami
was celebrated with great
joy, devotion, and enthusi-
asm at the Mandi grounds
in Keshla village on Tues-
day. Organized by the Shri
Bajrang Navyuvak Ramlila
Samiti in collaboration
with Panchayat represen-
tatives and villagers, the
event featured the burn-
ing of a 51-foot-tall Ravana
effigy, symbolizing the
victory of good over evil.
A spectacular fireworks
display and vibrant cul-
tural performances added
to the festive atmosphere,
while people exchanged
son-patti leaves and greet-
ings. Hemant Dewangan
and Shiv Master stated
that Keshla’s Ramlila and
Dussehra celebrations
have continued for over
100 years.

DUSSEHRA

Anwari celebraltes
Dussehra

ANVARI: The festival of
Vijayadashami was cel-
ebrated with great joy,
devotion, and enthusi-
asm in Anvari village.
A large number of resi-
dents gathered at Mini
Mata Chowk to witness
the Dussehra celebra-
tions, which featured
a lively reenactment of
the battle between Lord
Ram and Ravana by Ram-
lila artists. As the battle
reached its climax, the
audience cheered enthu-
siastically when Lord
Ram defeated Ravana.
The grounds echoed
with chants of “Jai Shri
Ram,” followed by the
burning of a 15-foot-tall
effigy of Ravana.

RITUALS

Five-kund Gayvatri
Mahayajna on 24

DONGARGAON: Under
the guidance of Akhil
Vishwa Gayatri Parivar,
Shantikunj, Haridwar,
the Rameshwar Pragya
Mandal of Mathaldabri,
Dongargaon, will orga-
nize a Five-Kund Gayatri
Mahayajna, various
sanskaras, and a Deep
Yajna on October 24 and
25, with the support of
local villagers. The pro-
gramme is part of the
global centenary celebra-
tions commemorating the
birth centenary of Mata
Bhagwati Devi Sharma,
the 100th anniversary of
Akhand Jyoti.

RAJYOTSAV

State Foundation
Day on November 2

MAHASAMUND: Rajyot-
sav 2026, Chhattisgarh’s
State Foundation Day
celebration, will be orga-
nized on a grand scale on
November 2 at the Mini
Stadium on the premises
of Government Maha-
prabhu  Vallabhacharya
College in Mahasamund,
following directives from
the state government and
the tradition of previous
years. Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh, accompa-
nied by district officials,
inspected the venue this
evening to review prepa-
rations for the event. He
directed all departmental
officers to begin arrange-
ments immediately and
ensure the timely com-
pletion of their assigned
responsibilities  through
effective coordination
among departments.
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Only four Indian women have achieved
the title of Woman Grandmaster (WGM).
Three of them are Dronavalli Harika, R
Vaishali and Divya Deshmukh. Name the
fourth, who was the first to achieve this
distinction.

Which Indian civil servant and statesman
was the 10th Election Commissioner of
India, serving between 1990 and 1996, and
was also a candidate in the 1997 Indian
presidential election?

BRICS originally began as BRIC with four
countries. Which country joined later to
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that you can only see

SCIENCE WATCH

Amoeba - A jelly- I|ke

covered in tiny hair-like
oars called cilia, Yeast -
A tiny fungus that helps

Many unicellular

food. Bacterial flagella
spin in a circle like a
tiny electric drill bit,

Daily Horoscope

finalized and fresh money
rolls in. Do not be erratic in
your behaviour-especially
with your spouse-
otherwise it may mar the
peace at home. Today, you
can plan on going home
early as soon as you reach
the office. Upon reaching
home, you can plan to
watch a movie.

Cosmic tip: Instead of

be very beneficial for you,
as any old investment made
by you an offer profitable
returns. You are going to
learn some lessons from
your children. Good day for

Investment concerning
your residence will be
profitable. Children could
make the day very hard for
you. Use affection weapon
to keep their interest and
avoid any undue stress.
Great day to implement
new projects and plans.

Cosmic tip: Stand your

spend your money on
your partner's poor health
today. But you do not have
to worry about it, as the
money you were saving
for a long time will come in

add the “s” to the name BRICS? . . . . . . retailers and wholesalers. handy.
with a microscope, like | bakers make bread rise | sometimes turning Cosmic tip: T
: : : : . Cosmic tip: landing in a osmic tip: Turn your
Leleille]), o uste [l ] bacteria, amoebas, and | and bubbles form are | over 1,000 times a | muchbetterpiace. fortune for your chosen
Nadu's Sivaganga district, is . L Vi u
famous for which? yeast some cool examples. minute! €0 ) irgo )
Try to control your Sort out your tension for
What is the traditional two-piece dress impulsive and stubborn mental peace. Due to the

worn by Khasi women of Meghalaya,
held in place with shoulder straps?

Saalumarada Thimakka, an environmentalist = #
from Karnataka, planted and cared for
thousands of banyan trees along roadsides

with her husband. She became an inspiration

for tree conservation in India. What was she
popularly known as?

placement of the Moon,
your money can be spent
on unnecessary things. If
you wish to accumulate
wealth, then talk to your
spouse or parents about it.
Family members or spouse
will cause some tensions.

nature especially in the
party as it may spoil the
mood in the party. If you
wish to lead a smooth
life and maintain a stable
standard of living, then you
need to remain attentive

Sl E

Homographs are words that are spelled finances. ' Good e’ for  1h0%e,, fonnected with
the same way, but have different meanings Sliering @  matrimonial - several new opportunities
’ alliance. to give their creative best.

and sometimes different pronunciations.

In 1972, the video game Pong became one of
the first games to gain worldwide popularity.
But an even earlier electronic game was
created in 1958. What was this pioneering
game called?
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Why the cell is called the
structural unit of life?

The cell is the structural unit
of life because all living things
are built from cells. It is the
functional unit because every
vital process—such as energy
production, metabolism, and
reproduction—occurs inside
them.

, You are made of millions of cells,
. all of different types.

> Who Am[? =

g | am an Australian cricket player widely known as
"The Don". | am famous for my unbelievable Test
batting average of 99.94, a record that no other
player has ever come close to beating.

As a young boy, | practiced batting by throwing a
golf ball against the curved brick base of a water
tank and hitting it on the rebound with a cricket
stump instead of a bat. This weird solo game helped
me to build super-fast hand-eye coordination and
amazing timing. | scored my first official century
(100 runs in a single innings) when | was just 12
years old playing for my school.

| scored 6,996 runs with an average of 99.94 in 52
matches and scored 29 Test centuries (including 12
double centuries and 2 triple centuries) in just 80
innings. During the 1932-33 Ashes series, England
tried a dangerous bowling trick called "Bodyline"
just to stop me from scoring but | was no where to

stop.

£0 WORD OF THE DAY

Lacking harmony,

@ Meaning - :

agreement or a pleasing y

Example -
The orchestra deliberately used a
dissonant chord to build tension before
the symphony's resolution."

Discordant, Cacophonous,
Jarring

_ Incongruous, Discrepant,
Incompatible

DISSONANT y_, v "”

Cosmic tip: Life is turning
around for the better.

Scorpio

Lovely mood of your
spouse may brighten your
day. You should look twice
at investment schemes that
are presented to you today.
Today if you give advice-
then be open to receive
it as well. A sudden trip
undertaken for business
purpose will yield positive
results. A day when most
things proceed-as you
desire.

Cosmic tip: There may be
plenty of fish in the sea.

Libra

You would get relief from
the tensions and strains of
life which you have been
experiencing for long. It is
right time to change your
life style to permanently
keep them a bay. You may
spend your money on
your partner's poor health
today. But you do not have
to worry about it, as the
money you were saving
for a long time will come in
handy.

Which single word can mean both "a natural current
of air moving swiftly outdoors" and "to turn a knob,
key, or mechanism repeatedly in a circular motion to

tighten a spring"?

o- Draft 0 Spiral 0- Breeze G-Wind
Which single word can mean both "the tough,
protective outer exterior of a woody tree trunk" and
"the sharp, explosive vocal cry made by a dog"?

0- Bark O-Rind O-Howl 0- Husk

Which single word can mean both "a nocturnal flying
mammal” and "a wooden or aluminium club used to
hit a ball in sports like baseball"?

{0
2
3

Cosmic tip: Protect your
boundaries.

Sagittarius

Few tensions and difference
of opinion could leave you
irritated and uneasy. You
need to talk to your family

Cosmic tip: Stay anchored
in your beliefs.

Capricorn )

Today you will be full of
energy-Whatever you do-
you will be able to do it in
half the time you generally

members today regarding take. Financial position
0- Fowl 0- Mallet O-Bat 0- Club money investment and will  improve lt)hrough
savings. Their advice will

speculation or unexpected
gains. Do not share your
personal matters  with
the casual acquaintances.
Opportunities to show
your skills will be with you
today.

prove to be helpful in
improving your financial
situation. Small children
keep you busy and bring
you joy. Rudeness of your
spouse might keep you
upset.

> ANSWER-1-D,2-A,3-A. ¢

OCTOBER 24-THE DAY IN HISTORY

1. October 24 marks several significant milestones including the
1945 birth of UN and the 1577, foundation of Amritsar city

Cosmic tip: Perfection is an
illusion.

Aquarius

Cosmic tip: Decide. Choose.
Move.

Pisces )

. Itis high time for you to cure Take special care while

by Sikh Guru, Guru Ram Das. your fear. You must realize working at home. Any

: P : - f that it not only wears down careless handling of

2. Same day in 1851, India’'s first official telegraphs line domestic  utilities . could

physical vitality but and
shortens life. Those who
have borrowed money
from anyone may have to
repay the loan under any
circumstances. In such a
manner, it can weaken your
economic situation.

cause you some problem.
Today, avoid lending your
money to those relatives
who have not yet returned
the previous amount. Use
your expertise to solve
professional matters
effortlessly.

was opened and in 1984 - first underground metro began

operations.
3. Onthis day was born Lakshmi Sahgal, commander of the Rani
of Jhansi Regiment, R.K. Laxman, legendary Indian cartoonist
and Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan, eminent space scientist.
On October 24, 1901, 63-year-old Annie Edson Taylor became
the first person to plunge over Niagara Falls inside a custom I
wooden barrel and survive.

Cosmic tip: Savour what
you have.

PHRASE FACT FINDER
“A dime a dozen”

% Something very common
and not special.

m “Those shoes are a dime
adozen."

m The phrase originated in the
United States during the 1800s,
building on the American dime
(a 10-cent coin introduced in 1796).

CROSSWORD -263 jJSUDOKU- 263
T T T T T

Cosmic tip: Continuing to
build what you dream off.

Mole Day is celebrated
annually on October 23 to honour
Avogadro's number

(6.02 x 10%3). The Mole is a
standard counting unit in chemistry,
similar to a "dozen" (12), used to
count extremely tiny particles
like atoms and ions.

DAILY WORD SEARCH

B Adage B Adieu

B Adagio B Admiral

B Adamant B Adobe

B Adaptor B Adonis

B Addendum B Adult

B Adder B Advance

W Address B Advent

B Adept B Adverb

B Adhesive B Advice

Across

1 Instrument for finding
directions (7)

5 Lariat (5)

8 Mixture of metals (5)

9 Eyeglass for one eye (7)

10 Chewy sweet (7)

11 Gloss (5)

12 Small wave (6)

14 Bound (4,2)

18 Trip the light fantastic (5)

20 Quarrel (4,3)

22 North American falls (7)

23 Rebuke (5)

24 Leather with a soft napped

surface (5)
25 No longer existing (7)

Down

1 Poet who wrote "The Canterbury CRSSW()RD SOLUTION- 262

Tales" (7)
2 Tooth adapted for grinding
food (5)
3 Very bad indeed (7)
4 Easy, foolish (6)
5 Countries (5)
6 Achieve one's ambitions (7)
7 The Atlantic, for example (5)
13 Writer's pseudonym (3,4)
15 Unlawful (7)
16 Person requiring medical
care (7)
17 Burning (6)
18 People of Denmark (5)
19 Dodge (5)
21 Edible bulb (5)
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Business

Goyal assures global investors of
India’s stable business climate

Piyush Goyal assures global investors of a stable Indian business environment, highlighting nine FTAs
covering 38 countries and expanding trade opportunities worldwide.

Press Trust Of India

BERLIN: Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal has assured global
investors that India offers
a stable and predict-
able business environ-
ment, emphasising that
investors can build and
expand their businesses
without facing the kind of
uncertainty witnessed in
some other countries.

Addressing the Ber-
lin Global Dialogue,
Goyal said the world was
increasingly fragmented
and trust had become a
scarce commodity. How-
ever, he asserted that
India ensures a fair and
transparent environment
for investors, business-
people and traders. “I
can assure everybody
in the room and beyond
that when you invest in
India, you work in India,
you grow in India, you
build conglomerates of
wealth or powerful busi-
ness houses in India, I
can guarantee you that
you will never disappear
one fine day, only to
come out as a professor
in a Japanese university,”
Goyal said.

Although  he did
not name anyone, the
remarks appeared to
allude to Alibaba co-
founder Jack Ma, who
reportedly remained out
of public view for several
months in 2020 after crit-

icising Chinese financial
regulators. He was subse-
quently appointed a vis-
iting professor at Tokyo
College, affiliated with
the University of Tokyo.

Highlighting  India’s
expanding global trade
engagement, Goyal said
the country had finalised
nine free trade agree-
ments (FTAs) covering 38
countries, whose com-
bined gross domestic
product exceeds USD 60
trillion.

He noted that India’s
earlier FTAs, including
the agreement with Singa-
pore, collectively covered
economies with a GDP

eIndia offers investors
stability, predictability

and access to global
markets.

of approximately USD 10

trillion before 2014. India

is also negotiating trade

agreements with several
countries and regional

blocs, including Canada,
Israel, the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC), Mex-

ico, the Southern African

Customs Union (SACU),

_*-‘

i

India offers investors stability, predictability and access to global markets.

Brazil-led Mercosur
and Russia-led Eurasia.
According to Goyal, these
prospective agreements
could add another USD 15
trillion to the economic
opportunities  available
to Indian businesses. He
said the combined reach
of existing and proposed
trade agreements could
provide Indian busi-
nesses access to markets
representing approxi-
mately USD 85 trillion of
the USD 115 trillion global
economy.

“This is 76 per cent
of global GDP that will
be open to Indian busi-
nesses,” he said, under-

scoring the government’s
efforts to expand mar-
ket access, strengthen
international trade ties
and attract investment.
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
assured global investors
that India offers a stable
and predictable business
environment, and said
those who invest, work
and grow in the coun-
try would not face the
kind of uncertainty seen
elsewhere. Speaking at
the Berlin Global Dia-
logue here, he said that
the world is fragmented
today and trust is a scarce
commodity.

Infosys Q2 net
profit rises 6.2 pc
to Rs 7,823 crore

Press Trust Of India

Infosys reports 6.2%
quarterly profit
growth, driven by
strong revenues and
Al demand.

NEW DELHI: IT com-
pany Infosys on Friday
reported a 6.2 per cent
increase in consolidated
net profit to Rs 7,823 crore
for the second quarter
ended September 30. The
company registered net
profit of Rs 7,364 crore a
year ago, according to a
regulatory filing. Its con-
solidated revenue from
operations grew 10.2 per
cent to Rs 49,244 crore
in the reported quarter
from Rs 44,490 crore in
the year-ago period.
Infosys CEO and MD
Salil Parekh said the com-
pany registered strong
large contracts of USD 5.2
billion, including a mega
deal of over USD 2 billion.

“Our Al revenue was 10.5
per cent and grew 29 per
cent quarter-on-quarter.
As enterprises move to
Al adoption at scale, the
strong growth in Al rev-
enues is a recognition of
our differentiated mar-
ket positioning and cli-
ent confidence,” he said.
The company’s operating
margin was stable at 21
per cent on a year-on-year
basis. “Based on our Q2
performance and revised
outlook for the rest of the
year, our revenue growth
guidance is 1 per cent to 2
per cent year-over-year in
constant currency terms.

Press Trust Of India

Jio Platforms IPO
Crosses one crore
applications, setting
global record.

NEW DELHI: Jio Plat-
offering (IPO) has become
the first public issue glob-

one crore applications,
setting a new record,
sources said on Friday.
The milestone surpasses

approximately 97
applications set by Waa-

received bids for 136.32
crore shares against 19.75
crore shares on offer,
translating
seven times overall sub-
scription. Qualified Insti-
tutional Buyers (QIBs)

14.46 times. Non-Insti-
tutional Investors sub-
scribed 9.45 times, while

forms’ mega initial public

ally to receive more than

the previous record of
lakh

ree Energies. By 12:03 pm
on Friday, the IPO had

into nearly

led demand, subscribing
to their reserved portion

| MEGA IPO |

the retail investor cate-
gory recorded 2.02 times
subscription. The share-

holder and employee
portions were subscribed
5.68 times and 2.48
times, respectively. The
entirely fresh issue com-
prises 27 crore shares. At
the upper price band, Jio
Platforms aims to raise
approximately Rs 30,213
crore, implying a valua-
tion of around USD 108
billion. Neither Reliance
Industries Ltd nor other
existing shareholders are
selling shares. The com-
pany had raised Rs 8,110
crore from 212 anchor
investors on  October
19, allotting shares at Rs
1,119 apiece. Major inves-

Jio Platforms IPO sets global
record with 1 crore applications

w"'j

HIGHLIGHT

@ Investor response
suUrpasses previous
global records.

tors included BlackRock,
Fidelity Investments,
GIC and the Abu Dhabi
Investment Authority. Jio
Platforms plans to utilise
up to Rs 27,500 crore of
the proceeds to repay
borrowings of its wholly
owned subsidiary, Reli-
ance Jio Infocomm. The
remaining funds will sup-
port capital expenditure,
technology and digital
services investments, and
working capital
requirements.

| FOR THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR |

LG earns Great Place to Work certification

o

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: LG Electronics
India Ltd. (LGE India),
a leading consumer
durables company, has
received the Great Place
To Work Certification
for the third consecutive
year, reflecting its con-
tinued commitment to
employee trust, engage-

ment and workplace
well-being.
The certification,

awarded by Great Place
To Work, is based on

= aem Gy

employee feedback
through the Trust Index
survey and an assess-
ment of workplace cul-
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ture. First receiving the

recognition in 2023,
LGE India continues
to focus on employee

(N ] [ ]

experience, professional
growth, people-centric
initiatives and family
engagement. Comment-
ing on the achievement,
Hong Ju Jeon, Managing
Director, LG Electron-
ics India, said, “Earning
the Great Place To Work
Certification for the third
year in a row is both an
important milestone and
a key validation for LG
Electronics India’s pro-
gressive HR practices.
Our people are central to
building a resilient organ-

isation and delivering
on our long-term ambi-
tions. We believe that a
culture rooted in trust,
respect and collaboration
enables employees to
contribute their best and
realise their potential.”
Anurag Gupta, Executive
Vice President, Great
Place To Work India, said,
“Earning the certification
for the third consecutive
year demonstrates LG
Electronics India’s stead-
fast commitment to a
people-first workplace.

UPI surcharge needed
for maintaining fledgling
system

Amitava Chatterjee
J&K Bank MD and CEO

BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?
Markets extend losses for 4th day amid selling

b T ¢ e e

MUMBAI: Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty ended lower for the
fourth consecutive session on Friday
as crude oil prices breached the USD
114 level amid escalating tensions
in West Asia, keeping investors on
edge. A broad-based selling across
sectors and FII outflows amid weak
global trends also dampened inves-
tor sentiment. The 30-share BSE Sen-
sex opened higher but later plunged
797.02 points, or 1.08 per cent, to hit
an intraday low of 72,452.37. It later
recouped some losses to settle at
73,123.83, down 125.56 points, or 0.17
per cent.

The 50-share NSE Nifty dropped
87.65 points, or 0.39 per cent, to close
at 22,600 after tumbling 315.65 points,
or 1.39 per cent, to a low of 22,372.
Tata Steel and Adani Ports fell over 3

pressure, oil price surge

per cent, emerging as the biggest lag-
gards among the Sensex firms.

Trent, Tech Mahindra, Bharat Elec-
tronics Ltd, IndiGo, Bajaj Finserv,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Titan, Bajaj
Finance, NTPC, State Bank of India
and Hindustan Unilever also traded
lower. In contrast, Eternal, Larsen &
Toubro, Reliance Industries, Tata Con-
sultancy Services, UltraTech Cement,
Asian Paints, Maruti Suzuki India,
Infosys, and ICICI Bank were among
the gainers. Brent crude, the global
oil benchmark, climbed 1.10 per cent
to trade above USD 114.42 per barrel.
“Market sentiment remained fragile as
concerns over supply disruptions in
global energy markets overshadowed
selective buying in IT stocks. Brent
crude approached USD 114 per barrel
amid rising West Asia tensions.

PREMIUM ENTERTAINMENT

Airtel partners with YouTube to
bring premium entertainment
to prepaid customers

MUMBAI: For customers, mobile data
is no longer just about staying con-
nected. It has become the gateway to
how they watch shows and movies,
follow creators, listen to music and
discover new content. To cater to this
mass audience usage behavior and
complement it with the best of its ser-
vices, Airtel has partnered with You-
Tube to bring YouTube Premium to its
prepaid customers. The partnership
gives them an ad-free YouTube expe-
rience, including Shorts, along with
background play, offline downloads
and YouTube Music Premium, T&C
apply. The launch reflects how cus-
tomers use their phones today. Data
is how they follow creators, catch up
on shows, listen to music and discover
new content. YouTube Premium now
joins Airtel’s entertainment lineup
alongside Prime Video, JioHotstar,
ZEE5 Premium, SonyLIV and 18+ other
OTT platforms, all available through
its Rs 200 OTT top-up with 30GB of
additional data. With the addition of
YouTube Premium, Airtel is expand-
ing its prepaid entertainment propo-
sition to bring together different ways
customers consume content.

PHOTO EXPANSION
Burger Singh expands its

presence with new outlet

MUMBAI: Burger 7
Singh, India’s larg-
est homegrown
burger chain, has
opened a new
outlet in Raipur,
strengthening its expansion plans in
Chhattisgarh, where it sees potential
for up to 16 stores. With this launch, the
brand now operates more than 200 out-
lets across over 100 cities in India. The
company is targeting young, food-loving
consumers seeking affordable, quality
quick-service options featuring flavours
suited to Indian tastes. Its expansion
strategy also aims to create business
opportunities for local entrepreneurs.
“Raipur has embraced Burger Singh’s
taste from day one, and this new out-
let reflects the potential of the market.
Chhattisgarh can comfortably sup-
port 16 Burger Singh stores,” said Nitin
Rana, co-founder of Burger Singh. He
added that the brand’s established cus-
tomer base, Indian-inspired menu and
low-investment franchise model make
it an attractive opportunity for first-time
business owners. The company aims
to collaborate with local entrepreneurs
who understand regional preferences
and grow alongside the brand.

1

DIGI'IAL COMPETITION FRAMEWORK
India needs flexible Digital Competition rules
to protect innovation: Experts

NEW DELHI: India needs a balanced,
evidence-based digital competition
framework that ensures fair markets
while protecting innovation, invest-
ment and business growth, experts
said at The Dialogue’s 4th Annual
International Conference, “Competi-
tion, Innovation, and Growth: Build-
ing India’s Digital Economy,” held in
New Delhi on October 22. The con-
ference examined digital platforms’
role in helping micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMESs) expand,
strengthening India’s artificial intelli-
gence (AI) ecosystem and developing
competition policies amid changing
global trade and investment dynamics.
Dr. Lazar Radic, Assistant Professor
of Law at IE Law School and Senior
Scholar at ICLE, cautioned against
prescriptive regulations imposed in
advance. He argued that a flexible,
case-by-case competition framework
would better accommodate techno-
logical changes while protecting con-
sumers and encouraging innovation.
Shanker A. Singham, President and
Chairman of Competere Group, said
excessive regulation could increase
compliance costs for smaller com-
panies, restrict investment and limit
opportunities for businesses to grow.

He advocated allowing companies to
compete on merit and develop innova-
tive products and services.

Elisa Ramundo, Founder and Direc-
tor of SCOPE Global Exchange, called
for a measured approach to digital
competition regulation. She empha-
sised leveraging existing technologies
and capabilities rather than pursuing
costly duplication that could burden
consumers and taxpayers.

Kazim Rizvi, Founding Director
of The Dialogue, said India should
strengthen the Competition Com-
mission of India’s (CCI) enforcement
capacity, develop specialised exper-
tise within its Digital Markets Divi-
sion and improve the efficiency of
the National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal. He noted that existing mech-
anisms, including the Settlements
and Commitments Framework, offer
opportunities for timely.
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He said even Jarange has demanded an investigation concerning the audio. | guwauat: The Assam | He demanded a The Punjab Assembly
government has insti- | fair investigation to on Friday unanimously

Press Trust Of India

Jarange had on
Thursday released
the audio clip in
Jalna, alleging that
a conspiracy was
hatched to silence
him and weaken the
Maratha agitation.

NAGPUR/MUMBAI: Esca-
lating  tension  within
Maharashtra’s ruling alli-
ance over a controversial
audio clip led Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis on
Friday to order a forensic
probe, as Shiv Sena leader
Ramdas Kadam accused
BJP insiders of plotting
with Maratha quota activist
Manoj Jarange to “finish”
Deputy CM Eknath Shinde.
Fadnavis said in Nagpur
that the audio clip released
by Jarange, which purport-
edly claims that Rs 500
crore was delivered to him
through Shiv Sena MP Shri-
kant Shinde, will be thor-

oughly investigated using
forensic methods.
Hours later, Kadam

called a press conference in
Mumbai accusing Jarange
of colluding with a section
of the BJP to politically “fin-
ish a Maratha leader”, an
apparent reference to Dep-
uty Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde.

Speaking to reporters
after casting his vote for the
Nagpur Graduates’ seat in
the Maharashtra Legislative
Council elections, Fadnavis

-

said that a delegation of
the Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena had met him seeking
a probe into the matter.
The Shinde-led Shiv Sena
has also questioned some
BJP leaders whose names
have cropped up in the
audio.

“We all have the same
question: why have these
conversations  emerged
now, after two and a half
years? What exactly are the
motives behind their emer-
gence? Who is being tar-
geted? For what purpose?
There are many questions
in this regard,” Fadnavis
said.

“The Shiv Sena delega-
tion has sought a probe,
and the BJP has done so
too. Even Jarange has
demanded an investiga-
tion. Therefore, the matter
will certainly be thoroughly
investigated using foren-
sic methods, and we will

B
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uncover whatever truth
there is,” the Chief Minister
said.

Jarange had on Thurs-
day released the audio
clip in Jalna, alleging that
a conspiracy was hatched
to silence him and weaken
the Maratha agitation. He
made the recording public
after Deputy CM Eknath
Shinde challenged him to
prove allegations that the
latter had secured Rs 500
crore from the BJP and fun-
nelled it via his son and MP,
Shrikant Shinde.

In the viral audio, a
woman is allegedly heard
claiming that Rs 500 crore
had been delivered to
Jarange through Shrikant
Shinde (deputy chief min-
ister’s son). Speakers in the
recording are also purport-
edly heard discussing strat-
egies to counter Jarange’s
growing political influence
in the Marathwada region

ahead of the 2024 assem-
bly elections.

One speaker alleg-
edly suggests countering
Jarange indirectly, noting
that his campaign portray-
ing the BJP as anti-Maratha
could pose a significant
electoral challenge.

Kadam, meanwhile,
launched an attack on
Jarange, accusing him of
fooling the Maratha com-
munity, driving a wedge
between groups, and being
involved in state tender
processes.

“You are trying to hatch
a conspiracy to finish a
Maratha leader (Eknath
Shinde) by colluding with
the BJP,” Kadam said.

Asking who within the
BJP was attempting to
undermine Shinde, Kadam
pointed out that the names
of BJP MLC Pravin Darekar
and MLC Prasad Lad, both
considered close aides of
the Chief Minister, had sur-
faced in connection with
the controversy. He also
displayed photographs of
Lad and Jarange having a
meal together.

“Who are the ones in
the BJP trying to finish
Eknath Shinde?” Kadam
asked.

The former minister
said that he has written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat, and the
Chief Minister demanding
a detailed forensic exami-
nation of the audio clip.

Actress Urmila Sanawar, ex-MLA
Suresh Rathore agree for narco test

Press Trust Of India

The CBI is investigat-
ing the authenticity of
the viral clips.

DEHRADUN: Actress
Urmila Sanawar and
former BJP MLA Suresh
Rathore on Friday gave
their consent before a
CBI court here for under-
going narco-analysis test
in connection with the
2022 Ankita Bhandari
murder case.

The CBI had issued
notices to Sanawar and
Rathore regarding an
audio clip that mentions
a “VIP” link to the crime.

Sanawar alleged the
involvement of the ‘VIP’
in the murder of Ankita,
who worked as a recep-
tionist at the Vanantra
Resort in Rishikesh, on
September 18, 2022.

The actress also

Rathore but the politi-
cian has denied this.

Sanawar released on
social media the audio
recording, which she
claimed captured con-
versations with Rathore
and pointed to the role
of the “powerful” fig-
ure in the murder case.
Recently-appointed Sik-
kim Governor Dushyant
Gautam is being alleged
to be the VIP involved.
Gautam has denied the
allegations.

The CBI is investigat-
ing the authenticity of
the viral clips.

The hearing on Fri-
day was about the nar-
co-analysis and poly-
graph tests. The special
court will next hear the
matter on October 26.

After  her  court
appearance,  Sanawar
said, “I have given my
consent for the narco
test as I have nothing to

Ankita gets justice.

I neither have anyone
sponsoring me nor do I
have anything to do with
the state government.

been asked to appear again
on October 26 after further
consideration about her
condition.

tuted a new award, the
‘Bharat Ratna Dr Bhu-
pen Hazarika National
Award’, and it will be pre-
sented to eminent singer
Usha Mangeshkar, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said here on Fri-
day.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will present the
award at the conclud-
ing ceremony of Haz-
arika’s year-long birth
centenary celebrations
at Bharat Mandapam in
New Delhi on November
29, Sarma said at a press
conference.

The award will be
given every three years
and comprises Rs 10 lakh
in cash and a citation.

Sarma said around
5,000-7,000 people from
across the country are
expected to participate
in the concluding event.

It will showcase Bhu-
pen Hazarika’s remark-
able artistic legacy and
multifaceted genius,
whose music, poetry and
humanist philosophy
have transcended geo-
graphical and cultural
boundaries, he said.

Renowned singers
Kavita  Krishnamurthy,
Shankar Mahadevan,
Shreya Ghoshal and

bring out the truth
and identify those
behind it.

BENGALURU: Former
Karnataka Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah
on Friday termed the
alleged sting operation
targeting him as “totally
concocted and false”
and intended to black-
mail him.

He demanded a fair
investigation to bring
out the truth and iden-
tify those behind it.

He said he had filed
a complaint himself to
ensure the truth came
out and the public knew
who was behind the
alleged operation.

“I filed the complaint

myself because the
truth must come out.
People should know

who is behind this and

Siddaramaiah
were uploaded on You-

against

Tube. The two-time
chief minister obtained
an injunction barring
the press from report-
ing on the videos. He
has lodged a police
complaint seeking an
investigation. Refer-
ring to the alleged sting
video, Siddaramaiah
named a woman politi-
cal leader from Manga-
luru, allegedly associ-
ated with the Congress
party, and the head of
a Kannada news chan-
nel as those reportedly
behind it. He asserted
that the allegations in
the video had no basis.

passed an official resolution
seeking an independent
inquiry into alleged elec-
toral irregularities and the
functioning of the Election
Commission under Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. Taking
part in the discussion on
the resolution on Day 2 of
the Assembly session, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
lashed out at the BJP over
alleged vote ‘loot’, terming
it dangerous for democracy,
and demanded the scrap-
ping of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls. Mann claimed that
names of 14 crore voters
had been deleted from the
electoral rolls nationwide
under the garb of SIR,
accusing the BJP of manip-
ulating electoral rolls in the
name of the Election Com-
mission by adding voters in
its favour and deleting those
of the opposition.

that it is a false case,”
he told reporters here.

He said he had also
approached a civil
court and obtained an
injunction to prevent
wider publicity of the
matter.

Late last month,
two videos contain-

ing serious allegations

artistes from Assam will
also pay a musical trib-
ute to the maestro, cel-
ebrating his enduring
contribution to India’s
cultural heritage, the
CM said. Sarma said an
exhibition will also be
organised on the occa-
sion to introduce Haza-
rika’s timeless creations
to a wider international
audience. He said the
culmination of the year-
long celebrations must
reflect the stature of a
cultural icon whose cre-
ative genius enriched
Assam and the nation

I have kept a condition
that media must be given
access to my narco-anal-
ysis test so that details
are available to all.”

She also demanded
that a narco-test be con-
ducted on Gautam.

Ankita’s family, the
Congress and activists
have been demanding
an investigation against
Gautam and his removal

as governor.
The Congress had
sought President

Droupadi Murmu’s inter-
vention on reconsidering
Gautam’s appointment
till the CBI completes
its probe while Ankita’s
parents staged a protest
near India Gate in Delhi
last week.

Outside

the court,

Before the Hon'ble Notary
Public, Raipur (C.G.)
AFFIDAVIT

I, Mo. 15148982W Hav Sunil Kumar

Garhewal,. aged 47 years, Sfo late Ram

Kumar Garhewal, resident of Sunder Nagar

[Hamuman Nagar, near Durga Mandir),

Raipur (C.G.), do hereby sclemnly affirm and

state as under ;

1, That my name and address are true and
correct as stated above,

2, That the comect name of my mother is
SULOCHANA GARHEWAL, as recorded in
her Aadhaar Card No. 4784 5041 2902
and PAN No. CENPGB362N.

3. That in my Service Recard (IAFF-958), my
mother's name has been incorrectly
entered as SULOCHNA instead of
SULOCHANA GARHEWAL due to a derical
error, Both names refer to one and the
same persen, Le, my maoather,
SULOTHANA, GARHEWAL.

Hence, this affidavit is being submitted to

the competent  authority/concernad

department in support of, and asproof of the
authenticity of, my mother's comect name,

SULDCHANA GARHEWAL

VERIFKCATION

|, the above-named deponent, No.
15148982W Hav Sunil Kumar Garhewal, do
hereby verify that the contents of paragraphs
1to 3 of this affidavit are true and corect to
the best of my persoral knowledge and
belief, and nothing material has been con-
cedled therein. Vierified and signed by me on
this day.

Date : 21.10.2026

Flace : Raipur

alike.

It is for general
information that, | Nikita
Barhai Daughter of Chetan
lal Barhai residing at House
no. 174, ward no. 21, Thakur
para, Marri, Mohla- Manpur,
Ambagarh Chowki,
Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh
declare that the name of my
father / my mother has been
wrongly written as Chetan
Berhai / Manju Berhai inmy
10th and 12th results. The
actual name are Chetan Lal
Barhai /| Manju Barhai
respectively which may be
amended accordingly.

claims to be the wife of lose. I will ensure that Sanawar said she has o gﬁﬁgﬁmﬂ Deponent
PUBLIC NOTICE | PUBLIC NOTICE | sew=as & nndanBak Indian Bank E-AUCTION

B i known o the public sl e thal my chant Shi
Moru Kumar Singh Son of Shrl Lalbahadur Singh Rio-
Kakash nagar Birgean, Tahsil-Raipur, Distict-Raipur
IC.G) are the absolutz awner of a house property
beaiirg Khasra Mo-22/38, whose ae & land ares
admaasuring 0.0093 hec. which i stuated at Vilage-
Maa Shitata word no- 16, Urkura PH.Na.- 00040 R1LC
Raipur-5-Bhanpuri, Tahsl and District - Raipur (TG} A
prior dead in respect of subjes! propary wes executed by
Shi Khelan Sha Late Jila Sahu Rio- Krishna Aata Chakdd
fronl of Urkura Salab near Kiishna Chowk Urkura, Tehsi
& Diswricl- Raigur 4C.G.) (Sellers) purchased Shii
Rakash Kumer Mishra 5o Shei Rembhahor Mishrs, Rio-
4 B Btreat No-33, Secior{1, Ward Ma-13, Bhiai, Tehsil
and Disirict - Durg (C2G.) was gat duly regisiered an
26-00-2016 in Boak Ma.-A-1, Volume No.- T1835, pege
na.-B310 72 at Sarial Mo. 682 (G the offica of the Sub-
Regstar, Raigur (L5,

Mow 1ha said original prior sefe deed dabed
25082076 was lost by my chenton 31-08-2025, and is
not found after searches at al places of reconds
Therefone my diemt has filed a FIR at respective Police
Siation for lossof Origing| Documents

Therefare, if any personis). society, offica,
dapariment or other legdl anfity misuses said onginsl
sale deed which causes any lass of losses any way io
any persan (), instiube, offce, deparime ot (gowemmant
or semi govemmenty av any oiher legal enlity, must
contact or wiite o undersigned end addressad within
7 days from the date of publication of this nalize with
Iheif chijaclions, daims, fgnt or intemsl n the aloresaid
property with suflicient cocumentary grocd therea,
faling which my client shall praceed to complate e loan
faciity. Any object recaived thereafier shall not be
enterained and shall not be binding anamy chant,
Raipur(CG.)

Diate-23-10-2026

Sanat kumar Thakir,

Advocate

Office cum Residence:- House No-373,Dangal
Chok "Village-Tekari, PO- Mandhar Calony, Tahsil
& District-Raipur (C.G.] 493111

PH. No.- B274821 06, TSATI40644(M)

E-mail:-adv. sanatthakurdomall.oom

Be it known o the public atsange that my cient Sha
Kormal Sahu See of Sha Jhadiram Sahu, Ric- 105 Khajr,
Birona, Dwg Tabsil & Distic- Dug (C.5) ae the
absolute owner of 2 house property bearing Khasra Mo -
#30/556, whose are is fand area admeasuring 0.0018
hes, which is situated a1 Vifage- Chirhuidin, F.H.Na
00052, RLC.- Raipur-J-Kala, Tahail and Distrcl Raipur
{C.G.j & prior deed in rspect of subject propety was
axecuted by Shri Shiv Kumar Sahu Sio Shri Netram
Sehy, Rio- Gali Now-, Godul Magar Ram Nagar Raipur
{C.G.) {Sellers) purchased Shii Shiv Kumar Sahu Sio
Shel Sodhiram Sahu Rig- Gall No.-6, near Chardham
Mandir Krishna Magar Rem Nagar Rapur, Tahsil and
Ciatict - Ralpur (C.G.) was gatduly registesad on 07-01-
20021 in Book Mo - A-1, Volume Mo - Téd51, page no.-238
o 258 af Sedal Mo 4304 in the affice of the Sub-
Regisirar, Raipur TG,

Apartition deed in respect of subject property was
executed by Fist Party Shn Shiv Kumes Sahu S/ Shei
Hitramn Sabu, Rfo- Gall No-1, Gokul Magar Ram Nagar
Raipur (C.G.} Second Party She Shyam Sundar Sahu
Sfa Sh ratram Sahu Rio- Gokid nagar Raipur, Tahsil
and Disinct - Raipur {C.6.) was gol duly registered on
19-08-2020 In Book Na.-A-1, Volume M- 73992, page
ao.s 1 0 23 3 Serial No.-2068 in the office of the Sub
Registrar, Raipur (C.G.j.

Therefore, if any person(s), society, affice,
department or ather legal entity misuses seid original
sale deed which causes any Ioss or loeses any way o
Ay persen (3], instiute, office, depariment (gosvemmernt
of senl gavemmant) of any othef legal entity, must
carfect or writa to undersigned and addressad within
7 days from the date of publication of this ot c2 with their
objections, claima, nght or interest in the afaresaid
propery wilth sufficient documentary prood thersed,
Hailing which my clien shall proceed fo complete the loan
faclity. Any object received themsafier shall nol be
eniertained and shall not be binding on my clent
Raipur (C.G.)
Dale-23-10-2025 Sanat kumar Thakur,

Advocate
Dffice cum Residence:- House No-379, Dangal
Chaok "Village-Tekari, PO- Mandhar Colony, Tahsil
& District-Raipur [C.G.) 493111

PH. No.- 3627482106, 7987 14B644(M)

& gemerETE

Branch: Bhilai

On 09.12.2026, Time 10.00 AM to 5.00 PM

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

Reconstruction of Financial Assets and

Notce of sale under Rule §2) & BOYS(1) of the Securkt Inerest (nforcement

nforcement of Security Interest Act 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below described immovable

Rules) 2002 under the Securitization and

https://baanknet.com

Place : Bhilai, Date : 23.10.2026

E-mail:-adv.sanatthakuri@gmail com

the property consisting of Land and Commercial Property situated at
PlotNe. 01, Block Mo, B-1, Area 17 .25 Sg. Meter, Viay Complex, Viyavasayik Yojna, Camp-2, Bhikai, Ward No, 26 (as per deed) Shyamnagar
Camp-2, YWard No. 22 {As per GLR) Dist. - Durg{C.G.), bounded by :- North : Plot Shop Mo. 26, South: Road, East: Road, West : PlotNo. 02

For Any Enquiry Contact : 8381818934, 9644967004
Note : This Notice is also for Borrower / Guarantor / Mortgagor & Legal Heirs

Bidders are advised to visit the website (https://baanknet.com) of our & auction service provider PSB Alliance Pyt. Ltd to participate in
online bid. For Technical Assistance Please call PSE Alliance Pvt. Ltd Helpdesk No. 8291220220, Emall ID; -
support. baanknet@psbaliance.com and other help line numbers available in service providers help desk. For Registration status
with PSB Alliance Pvt. Ltd. and EMD status, please contact support.baanknet@psballiance.com.

For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms and conditions please visit: hitps://baanknet.com and for
clarifications related to this portal, please contact Helpdesk No. 8291220220
Bidders are advised to use Property |0 Number mentioned above while searching for the property in the website with

property morgagedicharged to the Secured Creditor, Symbolic Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of
Indian Bank, Branch -Bhilai, Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is where is", "As is whatis", and "Whatever there is" on the date
mentioned above, for recovery of amount due to the Indian Bank, Branch - Bhilal, Secured Creditor, from Borrower and Guarantors as
mentioned below,
The specific detalls of the assets which are intended to be brought to sale are enumerated below:
Bid
sl. Name & Address of the Borrower (s) & Guarantor (s) Outstanding| Reserve Property
No. & Branch Name Amount | Price | EMD | Mncrementall o
1. | 1. Mr. Dilip Bhai Mathura Prasad Choudhari (Borrower), 2. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs IDIB3244
Mrs. Kirenben Dilipbhai Choudhari (Co-Borrower), Both are | 8.75594/- | 19.20 | 192 | yong0s. | gg1at1
Resident - Near Mansi Medical Store, Bhatapara Kurud Road, | ,, 2860 [ 1805 Lacs
Ward No. 16, Bhilai, Tehsil and Dist. Durg (C.G.) 4t & | Contact Person :- Abhishek Shrivastava
T e L Nty y el Al thatt part and parcel of | gther charges| Mob.: 8351518934

Authorised Dfficer, Indian Bank
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4 FORM NO. 4
DEBTS RECOVERY TIIIIIIIIII.

(2nd & 3rd Floor, Sanchar Vikas Bhavan
(BSNL Building), New Head Post
Residency Road) Jabalpur
(Area for Jurisdiction - Madhya Pradesh)
SUMMON FOR APPEARANCE &
SHOW-CAUSE
{Summan to defendant under section 19 (4)
of the Recovery of Debts due to Banks
and Financial Institutions Act. 1393 read with
Rules 12 & 13 of the Debis Recovery
Tribunal {Procedure) Rules, 1993).

Original Application No. 351 of 2025

State Bank of India
s ..Applicant

Shree Vishnuvandana
nhnufacturing Pwt. Ltd
..Defendant

6 'Shri Ravendra Slngh S/o_ Shri
Shildhwaj Singh, Address KBT493,
Kabir Nagar Tatibandh Raipur District
Raipur C.G 492088
~ Whereas, OA No. 351/2025 was
listed before Hon'ble Presiding officer
on 04,06,2025
Whereas this Hon'ble Tribunal please
to issue Summons/MNotice on the said
Application under 19(4) of the Act, DA
filad aglamst yau for recovery of debts
of Rs. 1,68,82,984.00 with expenses &
future interest. {Application along with
Copies of documents ete. annexed).
In accordance with sub section
section 19 of the Act, you,
defendants are diracled as under-
[heTO show cause within thirty days of

service of summons as to M-ay
rsllef?rayedforshould not be grante:
(ii) To disclose particulars off
properties or assets other than
properties & assets specified the
applicant under Serial Number 3A of
the Original Application (iii) You are
restrained from dealing with or
dispasing of securad assets of such
others asseis & [;r.?pemes disclosed
under Serial Number 34 of the original
application, pending hearing &
disposal of the a yplication of
attachment of prop iv) You
shall nol transfer by way of sale, lease
or otherwise, except in the ordinary
course of his business any of the
assels over which security interest is
creatad and/er other assets and
properties specified or disclosed

er serial number 3A of the original
application without the prior approval
DFE‘IE Tribunal. {v) You shall be liable
to account for the sale proceeds
realized by sale of secured assets or
other assels & gropertles in the
ordinary course of business & deposit
such sale proceeds in the account
maintained with the bank or financial
institution holding security interest
over such assets. You are also
directed to file the written statement
with a thereof furnished to the
appllcan to appear before registrar

11.05.2027 at 10:30 AM. Tailin
whlch the application shall be hea
and decided in your absence.
Given under my hand and seal of the
Tnbuna1 on this the 215T day of Oct.

Authorized Officer

of
the

@ Debts Recovery Tribunal Jabalpury

GER C ARG E R s G R )
wirel # f3 iy gare weddll 49 ude ufy
FAfer FAR e, 99 se a4, U@ gemm
Frar, =y fewr wide, winEE Yage
B g a9 anfaued vd TEnteg @
st wfton wrErElE, TEA 108,
TR, TewE q foren W B A
feere g wgen ymve fawa e . os,
TS T, 3/ 3 T 6334 TGS T H 456
Tige & 59§ A @ gg 8 9 fF
e R e @ s zrr‘ ¥ 13,
R Ml =S B HE AR A 150 e
dE W BN @ T T |

e B aiy weeTTER O R
el =nft, ween, weETe, % A
e fa, sl anty w1 fred o
W FU e A1 O§H ST e
HETE & 07 39 & afEw 7 e e
oy ferflr & w9 weomss @ args anofe
SRRIE T | MR AR RS W I &
G s | e o e e e 5
TR ST e @ e 7 S |

Sl SEAT W
WA B
ﬁ.’ﬁ -
Hadta
Freter e (writraaa)
A1~ 9009401911

PUBLIC NOTICE

{In Refation of Immovable Residential
Property beanng Khasra No. 423021, Area 0.093
Hect. or 10,000 50. Ft. Situated at Mouja Saddu,
Banfar Para, PL. Motilal Nehru Waed, Ward Mo, 08
{Cid Kushabhau Thakre Ward Mo, 26), P. H. No.
044 (Old 109). RLC. Raipur-1, Tahsil & District
Ralpur (C.G.)

This is inform 1o Gereral Public that the
Oniginal Frevious Sale Deed duly regmslersd deted
19.02.1981 executed by Shri Ashok Karmani Slo
Shri Santosh Karwani & Others in favour of Smit.
Neena Mipani Wie Shri Mukesh Nipani, Vide
Documsnt S, Me. 14718 duly registersd in the Office
of Sub-Regisirar, Raspur [C.G.) of Part of Khesra
No. 423/1, Area 0.093 Hecl. has been
losiiMisplaced of above previous litke deads by
Prasent Owner Shri Sund 5 Balani Sio Late 5. R
|Balani Witken intimation duly given in the on
FA02026 Police Station, Vidhansabha, District
Raipur (.G ) for Lost of above previous sale deed
by present Owner,

Mew, My Client Shi Sunil S Balani 3o Lae 5.
R. Balani has present Owner this property. if any
PersonBank/Corporalion Secietynstittion Govl
or No Govt Authority elc., having an interest in the
said Property or any part thereof may make their
claimi chiections with documentary prood 1o the
undersigned office witin 07 Days from the Date of
Publication, witheut any reference to such daim and
[the sama, if any shall ba considened as wanved & My
client shall ba enable to create mortgage on said
property

Please take Nofice
Date 231072026
Place- Raipur
Ashutash Mishra {Advocate)
F-3, Modern Complex, Near Lalganga City
Mart, Motibag Chowk, Raipur (C.G.)
Maobile No, -94255-48998
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TATA  Ganpairao Kadam Ma

Finance Limited, u
Enforcement of Seou
section 13({12) read

er the Securitization

The borrower, havi

partluudarand the public, in genaral that the

n below in exel

the property and any dealings with the
cap?t:f Housing ryrnance Limited,
interest thereon and penal interest, charg

the Act, in respect of time available, to red

TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LIHITED

Regd. Office: 11th Floor, Tower A, Peninsula Business Pal

POSSESSION NOTICE (FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES)

(As per Appendix IV read with Rule 8(1) of the Securily Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002)
Whereas, ihe undersigned baing the Authorized Officer of the TATA Capital Housin

Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under
rule 3 of the Security Interest (E

issued a demand notices as mentioned below calling u

the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days lrum

failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the barrower, in

property desmbad here
section 13(4) of the said lctmdwlth rule 8 of the said Rules.
The borrower, in particular, and the publicin general, are hereby cautioned not to deal with

%rcpar’ty will be su iact to the charge of the TATA
ran amount

The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub- section (8) of Section 13 of

rg, Lower Parel, Mumbai- 4001]13

and Reconstruction of Financial Assels a
ment) Rules, 2002,

n the Borrowers to repay
date of the said notice.

unﬂarsignurl has taken pussasslunofﬂ'n
rcise of powers conferred on him under

rrsd o below along with
s, costs etc. from date mentioned below.

eem the secured assets.

Loan Name ol Obligor(s) Amount Possession
Account /Legal Heir(s)/ & Daie of Daie
No. Legal Represeniative(s) Demand Molice
Tcrém%ﬂzemummq tllﬂnohe[ Ksidr:“\rangl ;Is. R:,gag! 1;55.1'- g-mq;t;
, TCHINO260000 FTOWer, uc /= | {Symbolic]
00180794 Kesharwani (Co-Borrowers) | & 07-08-202

admeasuring approximat

Description Of Secured Assats/immovable Properties:-All that piece and parcel of
residential land situated at Netaji Kanhaiya Lal Ward, Ward No. 08 {after delimitation,
Danveer Bhama shah Ward Mo. 26), Mouza Gudhiyari, PH. No. 107/37/49, R.N.M.
Raipur-1, Tehsil and District Raipur (Chhatfisgarh), part of Khasra No. 120811,
admeasuring 1100 Sguare feet, bounded by a compound wall, having a kachha room
200 Square feet constructed thereon, bearing Municipal
House No. (Old 8/266/1 Part) and GIS Survey No. W/108/E/223. Boundaries: North:
Land of Ram Avtar Agrawal, South: Remaining land of the Vendor, East: Road, West:

Land of Ankit Agrawal
TCHHFO2600 | Santosh Agrawal (Borrower) & Rs. 26,30,329/- | 22-10-2026
00100181405 | Manisha Agrawal (Co-Borrowers)| & 07-08-2026 | (Symbolic)

land, situated at Mauja Raipur, PH. No.
District Raipur (C.
Mahamaya Mandir Ward, bearing dive

Description Of Secured Assets/immovable Properties:-All that piece and parcel of
.}, within the precincts of MNagar Palik

62, A.N.M. Raipur-12, Raipur, Tehsil and
igam, Raipur,
rted Khasra No. 1868/21, admeasuring

mately 880 Square feet. Bounded as under: - North: House U’r\l"lshnu Prasad
Tripathi, South: House of Chhabiram, East: Road, West: Gali.
DATE : 24-10-2026 Sd/- AUTHORISED OFFICER,
PLACE:: RAIPUR FOR TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED
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OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Faith is the bird that feels the light and sings when
the dawn is still dark, bringing hope to life.”

[ Rabindranath Tagore ]

| OUR VIEW |

SIM Binding Rules
Demand Balanced
Implementation

he government’s decision to make SIM binding

mandatory for messaging applications from

January 1, 2027, marks a significant shift in
India’s digital security framework. While the measure
seeks to curb rising cybercrime, its implementation
must balance security requirements with convenience,
privacy and uninterrupted digital communication.
Under the Department of Telecommunications’ direc-
tive, messaging platforms such as WhatsApp, Telegram
and Signal must ensure that accounts registered with
Indian mobile numbers remain linked to the corre-
sponding active SIM cards installed in users’ devices.
The existing system allows users to continue accessing
messaging services even after removing or transferring
their SIM cards. Authorities believe this flexibility has
created opportunities for cybercriminals to misuse
accounts. The government’s concerns are understand-
able. Cyber-fraud losses exceeded Rs 22,800 crore in
2024, highlighting the growing threat of online financial
deception. Fraudsters frequently exploit messaging
platforms for impersonation, phishing, fraudulent
investments and digital arrest scams. Stronger verifica-
tion could help prevent unauthorised account access
and improve the traceability of suspicious activities.
However, stricter security should not become an
unnecessary obstacle for legitimate users. Millions of
Indians depend on messaging applications for business,
education, employment and personal communication.
Frequent international travellers, people using multiple
devices and those relying on WiFi-only tablets could
encounter difficulties. Uncertainty surrounding eSIM
compatibility and device switching also requires clarifi-
cation. The withdrawal of the proposed compulsory six
-hour logout requirement for web sessions is a welcome
step. Replacing blanket restrictions with risk-based
monitoring demonstrates that security can be strength-
ened without imposing excessive inconvenience.
Nevertheless, SIM binding alone cannot eliminate
cybercrime. Criminal networks continually develop
new methods to bypass technological safeguards.
Effective enforcement must therefore be accompanied
by stronger digital literacy campaigns, faster fraud
reporting, improved coordination among agencies and
greater accountability from technology platforms. The
government should ensure that implementation guide-
lines are transparent, technically practical and sensitive
to genuine user difficulties. Messaging companies must
provide simple verification procedures and accessible
grievance-redressal mechanisms.

| GUEST VIEW |

Valmiki’s legacy
inspires unity beyond
caste barriers

aharishi Valmiki, the revered author of the

Ramayana, remains an enduring symbol

of social harmony and equality. Shri Guru
Gobind Singh described him as the first incarnation of
Brahma. Valmiki provided shelter to Sita during her
exile and guided her sons, Lav and Kush, in scriptures,
warfare and music. His teachings emphasised mod-
eration, compassion and human dignity, values that
continue to inspire efforts against caste discrimination.
The Valmiki community particularly reveres him as
a spiritual guide and symbol of foiey -
social inclusion. Despite consider-
able social progress, caste-based
distinctions remain prevalent
in several rural areas. Religious
leaders and social organisations
are therefore working to pro-
mote unity and mutual respect.
A remarkable example emerged
from Sehore, near the Bhopal-In-
dore highway, where a commu-
nity feast was organised in a Valmiki settlement on Ram
Navami. Renowned spiritual preacher Pandit Pradeep
Mishra attended the celebration, performed aarti at the
temple and accepted prasad, conveying a message of
social equality. Dr Amit Modi, Dr Gagan Namdev, Pan-
dit Ganesh Sharma and several others participated in
Kanya Puja before sharing meals with residents. Such
initiatives reinforce Valmiki’s enduring message that
humanity, mutual respect and social harmony must
rise above caste divisions in society.

Er. Rajesh Pathak

From Classroom to Community: A
Transformative Journey in Social Work

rowing up in Vishram-
pur, Chhattisgarh, I wit-
nessed the challenges

and social stigma faced by many
tribal communities. These expe-
riences inspired me to pursue
social work. Over time, however,
I realised that empathy alone
was not enough; understanding
the root causes of social prob-
lems and learning how to facil-
itate meaningful change were
equally important. This aspira-
tion brought me to Indira Gan-
dhi National Tribal University
(IGNTU), Amarkantak, to pursue
a Master of Social Work (MSW). A
recent field exposure visit proved
to be a valuable learning experi-
ence, bridging classroom theo-
ries with the realities of profes-
sional social work.

The visit covered a wide range
of institutions and initiatives,
including a fossil park, tribal
welfare organisations, commu-
nity radio projects, educational
institutions, child protection ser-
vices, development organisations
and coal mines. Each destination
offered valuable insights into
the interconnected dimensions
of community development. At
the fossil park, I learned about
environmental conservation,
reforestation and organic farm-
ing. The experience helped me
understand that environmental
protection is not merely about
preserving nature; it is also closely
linked to community well-being,
sustainable livelihoods and long-

term development.

Our visit to Janjati Kalyan
Kendra, which works across
11 adopted villages, provided
insights into initiatives related to
healthcare, education and cattle
conservation. The organisation
conducts medical camps for per-
sons with disabilities and special
programmes for women. Around
114 students study at the insti-
tution, while corporate social
responsibility (CSR) support has
helped provide hostel facilities.
However, differences in boys’
and girls’ participation raised an
important question about equita-
ble access to education. I realised
that infrastructure alone cannot
ensure inclusion; development
initiatives must also address
social barriers and create equal
opportunities.

One of the most memorable
experiences was our visit to the
Baiga Chak region, where we
met Padma Shri awardee Arjun
Dada Hurve and learned about
community radio. These broad-
casts provide tribal communities
with information on agriculture,
government schemes, weather
updates, women’s safety, snake-
bite awareness and menstrual
hygiene. The initiative demon-
strated how accessible commu-
nication can empower com-
munities, improve awareness
and encourage participation in
development programmes. The
warmth and hospitality of the
people we encountered also left

Alankrita Dubey

Department of Social
Work, Indira Gandhi
National Tribal
University, Amarkantak,
Madhya Pradesh

a deep impression on me. Their
openness challenged precon-
ceived notions and reinforced
the importance of understanding
communities through direct inter-
action rather than stereotypes or
second-hand accounts.

At the District Child Protec-
tion Unit in Anuppur, we learned
about the Juvenile Justice Act
and institutional mechanisms for
child protection. Discussions on
nutrition, healthcare and support
services for women highlighted
the need for coordinated efforts
among government agencies
and social welfare institutions
to address complex social issues
effectively. Our interaction at MB
Power introduced us to CSR ini-
tiatives in healthcare, education,
infrastructure and livelihoods,
along with emerging career
opportunities in social impact
assessment and social auditing.
Visits to Jawahar Navodaya Vidy-
alaya and Prakriti Prerna Founda-
tion further broadened my under-
standing of cultural exchange,
environmental conservation and
wildlife restoration. At the coal
mines, we learned about liveli-
hood initiatives, including tur-
meric processing under the One
District One Product programme,
demonstrating how corporate
resources can support local eco-
nomic development.

Among all these experiences,
the words of Lahari Bai, popularly
known as the “Millet Woman of
India,” remain especially mean-

ingful to me. Despite having no
formal education, she has worked
with determination to promote
traditional millets and inspire
social change. As we departed,
she said, “Har ek gaon mein ek
Lahari Bai honi chahiye”—there
should be a Lahari Bai in every vil-
lage. Her words reminded me that
leadership and knowledge are
not confined to formal education.
Communities possess their own
wisdom, strengths and potential
to transform their futures.

This field exposure has
reshaped my understanding of
social work. Medical camps can
provide immediate relief, but
sustainable well-being requires
continued access to essential
services. CSR initiatives must
respond to genuine community
needs, while educational pro-
grammes must address barriers
to equal participation. Effective
social work demands professional
knowledge, critical thinking, care-
ful observation and, above all,
respect for people’s choices and
dignity. I began my MSW jour-
ney with the desire to help com-
munities. I am now learning that
meaningful change begins with
listening, grows through under-
standing and becomes sustain-
able when people actively partici-
pate in shaping their own futures.
The classroom introduced me to
the principles of social work; the
field is teaching me to understand
the people, experiences and aspi-
rations behind them.

As the Himalayas Warm, Their Rivers Slip Out of Conirol

Melting Himalayan glaciers are dangerously altering river flows, increasing flood risks and threatening
water, food and energy security for millions across South Asia’s vulnerable regions.
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PANKAJ CHATURVEDI

I I Yhe most visible and trou-
bling consequence of a
warming planet is now

unfolding on the glaciers of
the Himalaya. Often called the
world’s Third Pole, this moun-
tain system is losing ice at a pace
that has multiplied over recent
decades, and the effect is being
felt directly in the water level,
flow and behaviour of great riv-
ers such as the Indus, Ganga,
Brahmaputra, Sutlej and Yang-
tze. From Himachal Pradesh to
Ladakh, the change is no longer
a matter of how much water
arrives each year. The timing of
snow and glacier melt is shifting,
silt is choking riverbeds, and
banks are growing unstable. The
basic character of these rivers is
being rewritten.

The numbers show how seri-
ous this has become. A 2023
report by the International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development, ICIMOD, found
that Himalayan glaciers melted
65 percent faster between 2011
and 2020 than in the previous
decade. Even if global warming
is held between 1.5 and 2 degrees
Celsius, between 30 and 50 per-
cent of the region’s glacier vol-

YOURLETTERS

ume could be gone by 2100. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change’s sixth assessment
report adds a warning about
what comes next. Faster melting
will first raise annual river flows
for a few decades. Once the gla-
ciers have shrunk too far, water
levels will fall sharply.

A joint study by scientists
from IIT Indore, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, the Indian
Institute of Science in Bengaluru,
the Space Applications Centre in
Ahmedabad, the National Centre
for Polar and Ocean Research
in Goa and the University of
Aberdeen offers a finer-grained
picture of the valleys of Ladakh
and Himachal. Between 1975 and
2024, Ladakh’s temperature rose
by an average of 0.02 degrees
Celsius a year. That moved the
onset of snowmelt earlier in the
season and steadily reduced the
flow of its streams. In the trib-
utaries of the upper Indus, 62
to 72 percent of total flow still
depends on snow and glacier
melt. An analysis of 2,257 gla-
ciers in Ladakh between 1977
and 2019 found that their com-
bined area fell from 8,511 square
kilometres to 7,923 square kilo-
metres over those 42 years,
with the great majority of them
in retreat. In the Stok region of
Ladakh, a study covering 2003
to 2019 found that snowmelt
contributed 65 percent of annual
river flow, glacier melt 19 per-
cent and rain only 16 percent,
even as glacier area there shrank
by 4.2 percent. More than three
hundred families in Stok depend
entirely on this water for their
farming.

eSIM scam exposes dangerous digital securily gaps

The Rs 4-lakh eSIM fraud exposes dangerous holes in India’s cyber secu-
rity system. Even when ATM and UPI access are blocked, fraudsters can
hijack mobile signals through malicious links, activate eSIMs on duplicate
devices, capture OTPs and empty bank accounts. Though the I4C blocks
about 2,000 fraud numbers daily and the DoT has terminated four lakh
illegal SIMs, these are only reactive steps. Mandatory biometric re-verifi-
cation for eSIM activation and a 24-hour freeze on high-value transfers are

urgently needed now.

The situation in Himachal
Pradesh’s Chandra-Bhaga valley
isno less worrying. A study of 251
glaciers feeding this river system
found that their area declined
from 996 square kilometres to
973 square kilometres between
1993 and 2019. The rate of loss is
also accelerating. Between 1993
and 2000 the glaciers lost about
0.025 square kilometres a year,
and by 2010 to 2019 that had
risen to 0.036 square kilome-
tres a year. Another study found
that when summer air temper-
ature rises by just one degree
Celsius, the flow of the Chandra
river increases by an average
of 22 cubic metres per second.
Groundwater, glacier melt and
seasonal snowmelt contribute
roughly equally to that rise,
while rain plays a negligible part.

None of this is abstract.
Recent years have delivered ter-
rible demonstrations of what
it can mean. In February 2021,
a portion of a glacier on Nanda
Devi in Uttarakhand broke away
and sent a deluge down the
Dhauliganga and Rishiganga
rivers. It destroyed two major
hydropower projects and killed

more than two hundred peo-

ple. In October 2023, the South
Lhonak glacial lake in Sikkim
burst its banks, and the result-
ing flood on the Teesta river
swept away the Chungthang
dam, several bridges and a vast
stretch of infrastructure. Such
disasters are known as glacial
lake outburst floods, or GLOFs.
When intense summer melt
combines with heavy monsoon
rain, as it increasingly does, the
Brahmaputra, Ganga, Sutlej and
the tributaries of the Indus see
far more frequent flooding and
erosion in the plains below.
What makes the change so
dangerous is that its damage
arrives on several fronts at once.
Faster melting washes rock,
debris and soil into the rivers,
where they settle and raise the
riverbed. A shallower channel
floods even after modest rain,
and the sediment also wears
down the turbines of hydro-
power plants. At the same time,
today’s short-term flooding is a
warning of long-term drought.
Once the glaciers have dwin-
dled, the main source of summer
water will be gone, and millions

of people in Ladakh, Himachal
and the plains will face a grave
shortage of drinking water and
irrigation. Shifts in river flow,
volume and temperature are also
destroying the natural habitat of
species such as the Himalayan
trout and the Ganges river dol-
phin. In the mountain districts of
Ladakh and Himachal, disrupted
farming, livestock rearing and
local water supply are already
pushing some families toward
becoming climate refugees.

The transformation in the
Himalaya, from Himachal to
Ladakh and across the entire
range, can no longer be treated
as a local environmental con-
cern. It has become a regional
crisis for the water, food and
energy security of an estimated
one and a half to two billion
people in South Asia. Meeting
it demands deep and rapid cuts
in carbon emissions worldwide,
but also firm action closer to
home. High-altitude lakes and
glaciers need round-the-clock
monitoring through satellites
and ground sensors, feeding an
early warning system that gives
downstream communities time
to act. Unregulated construc-
tion in river catchments must
be stopped. Cropping patterns
and irrigation methods must be
adapted to the water that will
actually be available.

For centuries the Himalayan
rivers have sustained the lives of
hundreds of millions of people.
Their changing moods must be
understood in time, and policy
must be built around that under-
standing. This is a matter that
can no longer afford delay.

Electricity right strengthens dignity, shelter and justice

day residential life everywhere.

Dr. Vijaykumar H K, Raichur

The Allahabad High Court has rightly reaffirmed that electricity is inte-
gral to a dignified life under Article 21. Courts have consistently held that
ownership alone cannot decide eligibility for a power connection; lawful
occupancy and an indemnity declaration are sufficient. Similar rulings,
including from the Punjab and Haryana High Court, reject arbitrary denial
of basic amenities. Since shelter itself is part of the right to life, electricity
becomes an essential enabling service for citizens in contemporary every-

Yashpal Ralhan, Jalandhar
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Kerala HC to hear appeals
by CM Vijjayan and family

On Friday, the Kerala High Court posted the date on which it will hear the
appeal of former CM P Vijayan and his family regarding the CMRL bribery case.
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Press Trust Of India

KOCHI: The Kerala High
Court on Friday posted
to October 26 the appeals
filed by former Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan and
his family members chal-
lenging a single judge’s
order directing the regis-
tration of a First Informa-
tion Report (FIR) against
them in the alleged
Cochin  Minerals and
Rutile Limited (CMRL)
bribery case.

The appeals filed by
Vijayan, his daughter
Veena T, and son-in-law
P A Muhammed Riyas,
a Member of the Legis-
lative Assembly (MLA),
came up before a Division
Bench comprising Justice
Sathish Ninan and Justice
P Krishna Kumar. The
Bench decided to con-
sider the matter further
on Monday.

During the hearing,
counsel for Vijayan sub-
mitted that the Supreme
Court had stayed the
Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (VACB)
investigation only for a

limited period. However,
the High Court decided
to take up the appeals on
October 26.

The controversy inten-
sified last month after
the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) wrote to the
state police seeking reg-
istration of an FIR against
Vijayan and his family

members. The request
was based on evidence
collected during the
agency’s investigation

into alleged payments
made by CMRL, as well
as searches conducted
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). Instead of imme-
diately registering a crim-

HIGHLIGHT

® The next hearing
for the case has been
scheduled for October
26.

inal case, the state police
decided to conduct a pre-
liminary inquiry into the
ED’s report.

On October 9, the Ker-
ala High Court directed
the VACB to register a
case based on the report
submitted by the ED to
the state police. Subse-
quently, two FIRs were
registered, and the ED
initiated separate investi-
gations under the PMLA
against Vijayan and his
family members.

On October 15, the High
Court rejected applica-
tions filed by Vijayan,
Veena and Riyas seeking
permission to appeal
against the single judge’s
order. They  subse-
quently approached the
Supreme Court, which
stayed the VACB investi-
gation for one week and
directed them to pursue

their challenge before
a Division Bench of the
High Court. However,
the Supreme Court did
not stay the ED’s inves-
tigation into the alleged
financial transactions.

The ED had issued a
notice directing Vijayan
to appear for questioning
on Friday. However, he
reportedly sent a letter
to the agency citing the
Supreme Court’s order
and the ongoing Assem-
bly session as reasons for
not appearing for interro-
gation, officials said.

According to  the
VACB’s FIR, Vijayan alleg-
edly misused his official
position and adopted
corrupt and illegal means
to secure illicit pecuni-
ary benefits for himself,
his daughter and her
company. The FIR fur-
ther alleges that Veena
and her now-defunct
company, Exalogic Solu-
tions, received Rs 3.28
crore from CMRL and
Empower India Capi-
tal Investments Pvt Ltd
through their respective
bank accounts.

UAPA
involved in
Kochi arson
case

KOCHI: The Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) has
invoked the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) against Ebin
Paul, 32, arrested for
allegedly setting fire to
Blossom Nursery oppo-
site the Kadavubhagam
synagogue in Ernakulam
market on October 12.
The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) is
likely to take over the
probe.

Police invoked Sec-
tions 16 and 18 of the
UAPA, relating to ter-
rorist acts and conspir-
acy, suspecting a larger
conspiracy. Kochi City
Police Commissioner S
Kaliraj Mahesh Kumar
said investigators
believe Paul received
instructions from a han-
dler through Telegram.

Electronic  devices
allegedly revealed evi-
dence of planning,
cryptocurrency pay-
ments, prior surveil-
lance of the location
and videos of him
practising similar acts.
Investigators are also
examining a possible
wider network, with
the state Anti-Terror-
ism Squad assisting the
probe.

OP Mathur
sworn in as
29th
Guv-Keralam

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:

Om Prakash Mathur
was sworn in as the 29th
Governor of Keralam
at a ceremony held at
Lok Bhavan on Friday.
Kerala High Court Chief
Justice Justice Soumen
Sen administered the
oath of office to Mathur
in the presence of Chief
Minister V D Satheesan,
cabinet ministers and
leaders from various
political parties.

Before the cere-
mony, the appointment
order issued by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu
was read out, follow-
ing which Mathur took
the oath and formally
assumed office. Mathur
hails from Bedal village
in Bali tehsil of Rajas-
than’s Pali district.

Press Trust Of India

On Friday, Bihar
held its biennial
election on eight
MLC seats.

PATNA: The biennial elec-
tion to eight Bihar Legis-
lative Council seats wit-
nessed brisk polling on
Friday, with Saran Teach-
ers’ constituency record-
ing the highest turnout
of 13.56 per cent in the
initial hours, followed by
Patna at 12.88 per cent.
According to the Chief
Electoral Officer’s office,
5,32,847 voters, including
1,46,611 women and 37
third-gender voters, are
eligible to decide the fate
of 150 candidates across

| BRISK POLLING WITNESSED

Brisk polling recorded across
eight Bihar MLC seals

933 polling stations. Vot-
ing began at 8 am and
will continue until 4 pm,
while counting is sched-
uled for October 27.
Among the Graduates’
constituencies, Darb-
hanga recorded the high-
est turnout at eight per
cent, followed by Patna
at 5.5 per cent, Kosi at
5.14 per cent and Tirhut
at 4.81 per cent. In the
Teachers’ constituencies,
Saran led with 13.56 per

cent, followed by Patna
at 12.88 per cent, Darb-
hanga at 12 per cent and
Tirhut at 5.88 per cent.

The average turnout
stood at 5.86 per cent in
Graduates’  constituen-
cies and 11.08 per cent in
Teachers’ constituencies.
Officials said polling had
remained peaceful.

The Patna Gradu-
ates’ constituency has
attracted particular
attention due to divisions

HIGHLIGHT

® Brisk polling was
recorded on all eight
seats.

within the JD(U). Mokama
MLA Anant Singh has
backed Jan Suraaj Party
candidate Anuj Singh
against JD(U) nominee
Neeraj Kumar, a former
minister and close aide
of Nitish Kumar, who is
seeking a fourth consec-
utive term. Anant Singh
alleged that Neeraj Kumar
had worked against him
during last year’s Assem-
bly elections. Meanwhile,
JD(U) leader Shyam Rajak
expressed confidence in
the NDA’s prospects, say-
ing voting was proceed-
ing smoothly.
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Europe represent probably 3%
or 4% of the world’s population,
yet your contribution to those
carbon emissions—or this
mess—is humongous.

Piyush Goyal,
Union Commerce & Industr

y Minister

to official data.
The minimum

NEW DELHI: Delhi woke up to poor air
quality on Friday, with a thick layer of
smog covering parts of the national
capital. The average Air Quality Index
(AQI) stood at 225 at 9 am, according

temperature at
Safdarjung, Delhi’s base weather sta-
tion, was recorded at 19 degrees Cel-
sius, 1.8 degrees above normal. Palam
recorded the lowest minimum temper-
ature at 18.3 degrees Celsius, followed
by Lodhi Road at 18.6 degrees. Ayana-
gar and the Ridge recorded minimum
temperatures of 19.1 and 19.2 degrees
Celsius, respectively. The India Mete-
orological Department (IMD) forecast

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

mainly cl

the maximum temperature expected

to settle around 32 degrees Celsius.
According to data from the Central

Pollution

DELHI'S POOR AIR PROBLEM
Delhi wakes up to poor air quality as min
temperatures stays above normal

ear skies during the day, with

Control Board’s SAMEER

app, 38 monitoring stations recorded

poor air

readings
category.

quality, while 18 reported

moderate conditions. Pusa recorded
the highest AQI at 290, followed by RK
Puram at 284 and Rohini at 279, with

approaching the very poor
Narela recorded an AQI of

272, while Mathura Road and Dwarka
registered 268 each. Delhi University’s
North Campus recorded 240, followed
by IGI Airport Terminal 3 at 228 and
Anand Vihar at 216. PTI

in the state.

with gas grenades and
assaulted by police
during peaceful pro-
tests. Questioning
Congress leaders
Rahul Gandhi and
Satheesan, the BJP
leader asked whether
democracy and citi-
zens’ rights mattered
only when members
of a political family
were involved. He
also raised concerns
over unemployment,

alleged political
corruption and the
reported marriage

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
alam president Rajeev Chandrasekhar
on Friday criticised Chief Minister V D
Satheesan’s offer to host a photo exhi-
bition by Raihan Vadra, son of Con-
gress leader Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
alleging preferential treatment amid
police action against protesting youths

In a social media post, Chandrasek-
har said he had no objection to host-
ing the exhibition but questioned why
Raihan was receiving special consid-
eration while Malayalee youths were
allegedly being tear-gassed, attacked

BJP Ker-

Offences

har’s remarks
offer to host Raihan’s exhibition, No
Idea Is Final, in Keralam. PTI

BFP Slams CM Satheesan over Vadra’s Exhibition
Kerala BJP chief slams offer to host Raihan Vadra’s
exhibition as preferential treatment

of an underage Muslim girl, citing the
Protection of Children from Sexual

(POCSO) Act. Chandrasek-
followed Satheesan’s

| RAIHAN’S PHOTO EXHIBITION |

Rerala offers to host Raihan Vadra’s photo exhb

Press Trust Of India

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:

Kerala Chief Minister V
D Satheesan has offered
to host the exhibition of
artist and photographer
Raihan Vadra, son of
Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, in Keralam
amid a controversy over
the removal of photo-
graphs depicting protests
in Delhi from his solo
exhibition.

Raihan Vadra alleged
that the administration of
Bikaner House in Delhi
removed several pho-
tographs from his exhi-
bition, titled No Idea Is
Final. He claimed that
the authorities warned
him that the exhibition
could be cancelled if the
pictures were not taken
down by 5 pm on Wednes-
day. Responding to the
controversy, Satheesan
expressed his willingness
to host the exhibition in

its entirety. In a post on
X on Thursday, he said,
“Keralam would be happy
and proud to host Raihan
Vadra’s No Idea Is Final
exhibition in its entirety.
No exclusions, no excep-
tions.” He tagged Raihan
and Priyanka Gandhi in
the post.

Raihan said he had
shared the exhibition pro-
posal and layout with the
Bikaner House manage-
ment well in advance. He
maintained that the pho-
tographs carried no polit-
ical message and merely
documented protests held

OO

: “Keralam would
be happy and
proud to host

Raihan Vadra’s
No Idea Is Final
exhibition in
its entirety. No
exclusions. no
exceptions.”

VD Satheesan,
CM-Keralam

over the past six months.

Priyanka Gandhi
strongly criticised the
removal of the photo-
graphs, describing the
move as an attempt to
suppress artistic expres-
sion. The Congress MP
called the action “ridicu-
lous” and accused those
in power of “muzzling”
the voices of young peo-
ple across the country.

A Bikaner House offi-

cial, however, said the
administration was “not
authorised to comment”
on the matter.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) rejected the
allegations, describing
them as “fake news”.
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Higher Secondary School
Building Construction Work
Kosala Block Pamgarh | 17164 | ™" | 04112026
(Including Electrification)
Tender No. - 202441

{ CENTRAL SILK BOARD

(Ministry of Textiles - Government of India)
BTM Layout, Madivala, Bengaluru - 560 068
Phone: +91-80-2628 2639 Website: csb.gov.in

EXTENSION NOTICE

Advt No.CSB/0112026

W

Date: 24.10.2026

Central Silk Board had published the Notification No. CSBi01/2026
dated 12.09.2026 which appeared in the Employment News of 12-18
September, 2026 for filling various posts on deputation basis. It is for
information that the last date for receipt of application against various posts
has been extended foranother 30 days. i.e. upto 11.11.2026.

For details, refer CSBwebsite: www.csb.gov.in

CBC 41109/11/0023/2627

Central Silk Board

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (Through E-bidding module of SAP-SRM)

Online bids are invited for Construction of RCC Retaining Wall to protect endangered tower No. 224
(D60+0) of 132 KV Mopka-Bilaspur-Silpahari line as detailed hereunder:

Cost of tender
8 Name of work EMD (Rs) form (Rs) Bt ot
No (Incl. GST) | opening
S Construction of RCC Retaining Wall to
i protect endangered tower No. 224 ¢
8::31(']‘:]‘51:;.’;5 (D60+0) of 132 KV Mopka-Bilaspur- HIBIRN s Bl
Silpahari line.
Last Date & Time of Submission of Tender 20/11/2026 15:00 hours
Date & Time of Opening of Tender 20/11/2026 15:30 hours

For all other details of NIT and term & condition, please visit our webhsite

www.cspe.co.in/esptel_tendernotices/CSPTCL_Tender.him,

‘ISave Elecatricity//

5-49562/1

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (LINE)

CSPTCL, Raipur

FEIdE G & W -

G-262704169/1
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Phone: 0788-2322148
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“I think it is very unprofessional to
do that to an actor. Yes, there was
a good amount of work coming to
me and good work—and so people
who were meant to be coming to
me, didn’t come. I have lost out on

work.”

Arjun Rampal

O°I''I'Watch

Sonam’s launt
triggers
Manish

Manish Kashyap lost his
temper on Rise and Fall
2 after Sonam called him
ill-mannered. He smashed
a door before apologising,

CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Saturday, October 24, 2026

& Glitters

CLOSE UP

Radhikka Madan on her
eight vears in Bollywood

Radhikka Madan celebrates eight years in showbiz with gratitude and renewed ambition.

CineBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

Web Series

Prajakta Koli hints at
Mismatched movie

Prajakta Koli is not ready to say goodbye
to Dimple, her beloved character in Net-
flix’s romantic drama Mismatched. As the
series concludes with its fourth and final
season, the actress revealed that she and
co-star Rohit Saraf find it difficult to accept
the show’s ending. After seven years of play-
ing Dimple, Koli hopes the audience’s love
will encourage the makers to continue the
story. Asked whether the series could return

while Rishabh and Aarush Central Chronicle News as a movie, she remained optimistic, saying,
Bhola resolved their past “Yes, you never know, we may come back as
differences. The actress reflects a movie.” The fourth season’s release date is

Ektaa Kapoor’s her journey with grat-  pignikka Madan
next 1V show itude, excitement and
leased renewed ambition. The
actress took to Instagram
Ektaa Kapoor teases a to celebrate the mile-
new television show stone, acknowledging

featuring Gaurav Khanna
and Shraddha Arya. The
upcoming Star Plus project
marks their first on-screen
collaboration, with the title
yet to be announced.

on her journey,
thanking those
who believed in her
dreams.

ctress Radhikka
Madan has com-
pleted eight years

in the entertainment
industry, reflecting on

the experiences, chal-
lenges and people who
helped shape her career.
Sharing her thoughts,
Radhikka  wrote, “8
years. So many stories
told, so many versions of
myself discovered. Some
dreams come true; some
changed along the way.”
She also thanked those
who continued to believe
in her, particularly when
she struggled with self-
doubt. “To everyone who
believed in me, especially
on days when I struggled

yet to be announced.

Hot Pair
Vijay went down on one
knee for Rashmika

Vijay Deverakonda and Rashmika Mandanna
are set to share their love story on Koffee with
Karan 9. The newlyweds will reportedly reveal
intimate details of their relationship, including
Vijay’s surprise proposal. The actor disclosed
that he proposed to Rashmika on the first day
of their wedding celebrations in Udaipur, dur-
ing the sangeet night. He went down on one

Rings Of to believe in myself, thank knee in front of their friends to give her a spe-
Power leases you. You've been a bigger cial moment to remember. The couple’s affec-
. part of this journey than tionate moments while promoting Ranabaali
epic war you know,” she added. have already delighted fans, and their upcom-
Looking ahead, Radhikka ing appearance promises more heartwarming

The Rings of Power expressed her continued revelations about their romance.

Season 3 trailer teases
Sauron’s growing
power, the Nazgil’s
origins and Mid-
dle-earth’s looming
war. The fantasy series
premieres on Prime
Video on November 11,
2026, with a staggered
release schedule.

enthusiasm for acting and
the opportunities that lie
ahead. “8 years later, still
the same butterflies, still
the same hunger, and so
much left to dream,” she
wrote, underlining her
determination to keep
exploring new sto-

ries and characters. Medium, Shiddat and Sajini
Radhikka began her career Shinde Ka Viral Video. She also Music

on television with the popular featured in the streaming series : P

show Meri Aashiqui Tum Se Hi, Saas, Bahu Aur Flamingo. Maatrubhumi g_ets. a patrlotlc
where she played Ishaani. She Radhikka was last seen in the song Jai Hind
made her Bollywood debut with  Netflix anthology Lust Stories 3,
Vishal Bhardwaj’s Pataakha in  which premiered on September
2018, marking the beginning of 18, and the action film Subedaar,

Salman Khan marked Dussehra by releasing
the lyrical version of Jai Hind from his upcom-

musical night her transition from television to  released on Prime Video. As she ing film Maatrubhumi. Sharing the song on
films. marks eight years in the industry, social media, the actor emphasised that patri-
"”f olds Since then, the actress has the actress remains eager to take otism should be celebrated throughout the
appeared in projects such as on fresh challenges and continue year, not just on special occasions. The track
Kapil Sharma brings Mard Ko Dard Nahi Hota, Angrezi  evolving as a performer. features music by Himesh Reshammiya and
musical stars Jasmine vocals by Stebin Ben. Following its release, fans
Sandlas, Shashwat Sach- flooded the comments section asking about
dev, Satinder Sartaaj and | SMALL SCREEN | the film’s theatrical release date. Initially titled
Rishab Rikhiram Sharma Battle of Galwan, the Apoorva Lakhia-directed
to The Great Indian Kapil o film was later renamed Maatrubhumi: May War
Show, jokingly compar- A ter 0 e d 7/‘ S R Z n k’u D h d @) d n Rest in Peace. Its official release date remains
ing Rishab to Tamannaah 3 y L) unannounced.
Bhatia.

Diwali brings
family drama
to Netflix

The trailer of Meethe
Mein Kya Hai intro-
duces Radhika Bansal’s
directorial debut, a
multigenerational
family drama starring
Rohini Hattangadi.
Set during Diwali, the
Netflix film premieres
on October 30.

Central Chronicle News

elevision  actress
Rinku Dhawan
has urged the

entertainment  indus-
try to stop typecast-
ing her in negative and
grey-shaded charac-
ters, emphasising that
her three-decade-long
career reflects her talent
and versatility. Known
for her performances in
shows such as Kahaani
Ghar Ghar Kii, Choti Sar-
rdaarni and Anupamaa,
the actress wants cast-
ing teams to explore her
abilities beyond familiar
roles. Taking to Insta-
gram, Rinku shared a

want

heartfelt note express-
ing her concerns about
being repeatedly associ-
ated with negative char-
acters. She wrote, “I am
Please don’t

typecast me.
start my career as an

versalile roles

20N HIGHLIGHT

® Rinku Dhawan wants
makers to recognise
her versatility beyond
negative roles.

of the characters she
has portrayed. Through
her post, the actress
appealed to makers to
recognise her versatil-
ity and offer her oppor-

actor in negative roles/ tunities to explore dif-
grey shades.” She fur- ferent roles. Rinku has
ther stressed that her also expressed inter-
30 years in the enter- est in working in web
tainment industry were series and the growing
built on her skills and digital entertainment
talent, which should not space. She previously
be overlooked because sought opportunities

Rinku Dhawan completes 30 years
in showbiz

through social media,
stating that she wanted
to work in web series.
Her appeal reflects the
challenges experienced
by actors who become
closely associated with
particular character
types. The actress is
best remembered for
playing Chhaya in the
popular television
drama Kahaani Ghar
Ghar Kii. She later
appeared in several
other television proj-
ects, including Choti
Sarrdaarni and Anupa-
maa, where she por-
trayed an antagonist.

Trending on Insta

@ronitboseroy

Ronit Bose Roy flaunts his
biceps in Gym

Ronit Bose Roy is back at the gym to burn off
festive-season calories. The actor shared a gym
picture on Instagram, flaunting his pumped-up
biceps and motivating fans to prioritise fitness.




LIFE MATTERS

Smart
technology
is changing
the dining
experience

Restaurant technology promises
less waiting and more time
enjoying meals.

obody likes waiting to
‘ \‘ place an order when

hunger strikes. Technol-
ogy is helping restaurants man-
age orders, speed up service
and make dining out smoother.
Festivals such as Dussehra
and Diwali bring families to
restaurants and increase food
deliveries. Business also puts
pressure on kitchens, servers
and billing counters. Managing
dine-in guests, takeaway orders
and deliveries together can
lead to confusion and delays.
Digital ordering systems offer
a solution. QR code menus let
customers browse dishes and
order on their phones, reduc-
ing the wait for a server. Digital
payments and quick billing can
simplify the experience when
restaurants are crowded. Inside
the kitchen, technology makes
a difference. Kitchen display
screens send orders directly to
preparation stations, reducing
the chances of tickets getting
misplaced or special instruc-
tions being missed. Staff can
track orders, while managers

CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Saturday, October 24, 2026

|ifestyle

vice. Restaurants need systems,
trained employees and accu-
rate data. Smaller businesses
may find software costs and
staff training challenging. Dig-
ital convenience should never
replace warm hospitality or
personal assistance.

The goal is not to rush cus-
tomers through meals but to
remove unnecessary waiting.
When ordering, cooking and
billing work together smoothly,

HIGHLIGHT i

® Connected kitchens
and faster ordering
are changing dining
experiences.

identify delays and coordinate
teams. Inventory tools help
restaurants prepare for busy
evenings. By tracking supplies
and popular dishes, businesses
can plan purchases, reduce
food waste and avoid running
out of customer favourites.
However, technology alone
cannot guarantee faster ser-
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Smarter systems reduce
restaurant waiting

diners can spend less time
chasing menus and more time
enjoying conversations over
their favourite food. As restau-
rant technology becomes more
accessible, results will come
from combining efficient digital
systems with human service.
Technology works best when
it helps staff focus on guests,
rather than replacing the
human touch that makes dining
memorable.

Eat smart to beat post-festival
bloating

I

and helps maintain overall physical and mental resilience.
Sleep like you have no other day to sleep, make it a com-
pulsion and enjoy the treat of sleep. Sleep cuts off screen
fatigue, persistent headaches, concentration problems and
others. Taking regular sleep helps you to curb unnecessary
screen time and avoiding phones before bedtime gives you a

guaranteed good sleep.

RELATIONSHIP

The most pow-
erful recovery tool
remains one of the
simplest and that
is ‘SLEEP’. During
sleep, the body
releases growth
hormones; repairs
damaged tis-
sues and regulate
inflammation. Con-
sistently  getting

quality sleep allows
"_”"" muscles to recover

d .

more efficiently

The rise of the loneliness economy

Loneliness is creating a new

kind of business, with people
paying to rent companions, part-
ners and even children. In China,
young people visit elderly individ-
uals, help with household tasks
and spend time chatting with
them. In Japan, rental boyfriend
and girlfriend services allow peo-
ple to hire dates for outings and
family gatherings. A similar trend
is emerging in India, where busy
professionals living away from
their families seek companionship
for social events. Hospital com-
panion services also help patients
with everyday needs during med-
ical visits. While these services
offer comfort, they also highlight
how modern lifestyles can leave
people feeling isolated.

| DECOR |

A home coffee corner that beals the cafe

Central Chronicle News modate your essen- and quantities until you

Create a stylish home coffee corner
on a budget

Create a cosy home
coffee corner for
café-style brews
every morning.

or A thoughtfully
Fdesigned coffee cor-

ner can bring café
comfort into your kitchen
without adding to daily
expenses. Whether you
enjoy strong black coffee
or a creamy cappuccino,
a dedicated space can
make mornings more
enjoyable.

You do not need an
elaborate setup or expen-
sive equipment. A shelf,
dining table corner or
countertop can accom-

tials. Keep mugs, coffee
grounds, filters and brew-
ing equipment together
for easy access. Choose
a brewing method that
suits your preferences. A
French press is ideal for
full-bodied coffee, while
a stovetop moka pot cre-
ates a concentrated brew.
A drip coffee maker offers
convenience when pre-
paring multiple cups.
Pour-over brewing suits
those who enjoy a slower,
hands-on process. Once
you select your brewer,
focus on the basics. Fresh
coffee, an appropriate
grind size and the right
coffee-to-water ratio can
improve flavour. Experi-
ment with brewing time

find a taste you enjoy.
For milk-based drinks,
consider adding a milk
frother. Presentation
matters. A decorative
tray, ceramic mugs, a
glass coffee jar and a
small plant can make the
corner inviting without
clutter. Store coffee in an

FACTFILE

® Simple essentials
make homemade coffee
special, convenient and
affordable.

airtight container, away
from heat, moisture and
direct sunlight, to pre-
serve its freshness and
aroma. Build your collec-

tion gradually instead of
purchasing every acces-
sory at once. Choose
items that suit your space
and habits.

A home coffee corner
offers convenience, per-
sonalisation and lower
costs per cup. Although
it cannot fully replace
a café’s atmosphere,
it lets you enjoy your
favourite brew whenever
you want. With a little
planning, even a mod-
est kitchen space can
become your personal
coffee retreat. Some-
times, a homemade cof-
fee ritual is all you need
to make an ordinary
morning feel special.
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GadgetPick

TRENDING PERSONAL-TECH

Philips Hue Play
Gradient Strip Light
Pro 100

About:

This gradient strip
enhances 85-100-
inch TVs with screen-
matched colours
projected onto the wall for immersive viewing.
Key Features:

OmniGlow technology creates smooth colour
gradients, while deep dimming keeps dark scenes
subtle. Chromasync matches colours across
compatible Hue lights. Users can synchronise
lighting through the Hue Sync TV app or HDMI sync
box and create ambient scenes using the Hue app.
The 157.5-inch strip can be cut to size and mounted
behind the television with included brackets.

TCL P80 Ultra
Smartphone

About:

The TCL P80 Ultra runs
Android 16 and features
a 6.83-inch 1.5K AMOLED
display with NXTPAPER
technology for comfortable reading.

Key Features:

Its 120Hz screen reaches 3,200 nits and offers
Paper Mode, Max Ink Mode and anti-glare
protection. The camera system includes a 50MP
main sensor with OIS and a 50MP periscope
telephoto lens with 3x optical zoom. A 5,800mAh
battery supports 45W charging, while the slim,
durable body carries an IP68 rating.

Sony NW-ZX900
Walkman

About:

The Sony NW-ZX900 is
a portable music player
featuring Android 16
and a 5-inch Full HD
touchscreen for high-
quality listening.

Key Features:

Its 4.4 mm balanced output powers demanding
headphones, while DSD Remastering and DSEE
Ultimate enhance audio quality. Bluetooth 5.4 with
LDAC supports wireless listening, and Google Play
enables streaming apps. The player offers up to
40 hours of MP3 playback, 64GB storage and a
microSD card slot for expansion.

Motorola Edge
70 Plus

About:

The Motorola Edge

70 Plus runs Android
16 and combines a
200MP camera with

a 6,500mAh battery
offering over two days
of use.

Key Features:

Its 6.78-inch 1.5K AMOLED display supports

a 144Hz refresh rate and 5,200-nit peak
brightness. The 200MP main camera features
optical image stabilisation for clearer low-light
photos. Powered by Snapdragon 7s Gen 3 with
8GB RAM, it includes 45W TurboPower charging,
bypass charging, Gorilla Glass 7i protection and
IP64-rated durability.

OXIVUE M02C Al
Smart Glasses

About:

OXIVUE M02C

Al smart glasses
combine a lightweight
41g sunglasses frame
with a Sony camera,
open-ear speakers and a voice assistant.

Key Features:

The visual Al assistant answers questions about
objects through voice commands. The HeyCyan
app supports translation across 40+ languages.
An 8MP Sony camera captures photos and
videos with dual stabilisation, while directional
speakers deliver music and calls without
blocking surrounding sounds. The IP65-rated
TR90 frame offers around seven hours of battery
life and charges magnetically.

B

Bose Noise
Cancelling Wired
Earbuds

About:

Bose Noise Cancelling
Wired Earbuds connect
through USB-C, offering
QuietControl noise
cancellation without
charging or Bluetooth pairing.

Key Features:

Three listening modes include Quiet, Aware and
Off for flexible sound control. The in-line three-
button remote manages volume, tracks, calls and
noise settings, while the built-in microphone
supports hands-free conversations and recording.
Multiple eartip and stability band sizes provide

a secure fit, while IPX4 protection helps the
earbuds withstand sweat and light splashes.
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India’s struggling bowling attack faces a crucial examination against New Zealand’s explosive batting
lineup as both teams prepare for another high-scoring contest in Christchurch on Saturday.

Press Trust Of India

Sooryavanshi likely
to debut as injured
Kishan misses second
T2o0I against Kiwis.

CHRISTCHURCH: India’s
bowlers will be under
intense  pressure  to
improve their perfor-
mance when the visitors
face New Zealand in the
second T20 International
here on Saturday, follow-
ing a thrilling victory in
the series opener.

Although India suc-
cessfully chased a record
target of 226 to secure a
1-0 lead in the five-match
series, their bowling vul-
nerabilities remain a
major concern against
New Zealand’s aggressive
batting lineup.

The absence of inju-
ry-prone all-rounder Har-
dik Pandya has exposed
India’s limited bowling
options, particularly in
the fifth and sixth bowler
roles.

Nitish Kumar Reddy
conceded 40 runs with-
out taking a wicket in four
overs during Thursday’s
encounter, while Naman
Dhir was not required to
bowl before making a deci-
sive contribution with the
bat.

Veteran pacer Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, return-
ing to international cricket
after nearly four years,
struggled with his rhythm,
conceding 49 runs while
delivering two no-balls
and two wides.

New Zealand openers

Finn Allen and Tim Seif-
ert attacked Bhuvnesh-
war and Arshdeep Singh
relentlessly during the
powerplay. Axar Patel also
endured an expensive out-
ing, adding to India’s con-
cerns.

-

India’s head coach Gautam Gambhir, left, and Vaibhav Sooryavanshi during a practice session. Photo: PTI

Captain Shreyas Iyer
admitted that his bowl-
ers had failed to consis-
tently hit the hard lengths
required on the Christ-
church surface.

With another batting-
friendly pitch expected,

India’s attack must demon-
strate greater discipline
and control to contain the
hosts.

Meanwhile, 15-year-
old Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
could make his interna-
tional debut following

Ishan Kishan’s injury.

The  youngster s
expected to open along-
side Abhishek Sharma,
with Sanju Samson mov-
ing to number three and
Tilak Varma returning to
his customary number five
position.

India’s explosive open-
ing combination of Sam-
son and Abhishek proved
particularly  destructive
in the first match, scoring
94 runs during the power-
play.

New Zealand pacers
Matt Henry and Adam
Milne generated early
swing but struggled to
maintain sufficiently chal-
lenging lengths against the

Indian batters.

However, captain
Mitchell ~Santner and
fellow spinner Michael

Bracewell enjoyed success
during the middle overs,
exposing India’s difficul-
ties against quality spin
bowling. Bracewell partic-
ularly troubled India’s left-
handed batters with his
off-spin. Santner acknowl-
edged that restricting
India’s  aggressive  top
order would be New Zea-
land’s biggest challenge in
Saturday’s encounter.

He also stressed the
importance of improving
bowling execution and
capitalising on fielding
opportunities.

With both teams pos-
sessing formidable batting
strength, greater bowling
discipline could ultimately
determine the outcome
of Saturday’s contest in
Christchurch.

Bindra rules out
contesting I0A

elections

NEW DELHI: Country’s
first individual Olympic
gold medallist shooter
Abhinav Bindra on Fri-
day ruled out the possi-
bility of contesting for a
position in Indian Olym-
pic Association’s (IOA)
Executive Board, saying
that he is not interested.
Bindra is one of the 80
former players on the
roster of Sportspersons
of Outstanding Merit
(SOMs) out of which
eight will be selected on
November 9. The eight
will have voting rights
and would be eligible to
contest the IOA elections
scheduled for December
5. In the last edition, an
SOM -- PT Usha -- went on
to become the IOA pres-
ident. Out of the eight
two will be part of the
all important Executive
Council of 15. But Bindra,
who won the 10m air rifle
gold at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics, said he is not
interested in any execu-
tive position.

A’s crucial Test

Press Trust Of India

India A’s experienced
players aim to adapt to
New Zealand con-
ditions before next
month’s crucial Test
series.

LINCOLN: Senior batters
KL Rahul and Yashasvi
Jaiswal will spearhead
India A’s preparations for
next month’s two-Test
series against New Zea-
land when the opening
four-day match begins
here on Saturday.

Led by wicketkeep-
er-batter Dhruv Jurel,
India A will face New Zea-
land A at Bert Sutcliffe
Oval, seeking valuable
experience in local condi-
tions ahead of the World
Test Championship series
starting November 19 in
Wellington.

The squad includes

CRUCIAL TEST PREPARATIONS

Rahul, Yashasvi Jaiswal lead India

Devdutt Padikkal, Wash-
ington Sundar, Sai Sud-
harsan, Akash Deep,
Anshul Kamboj and
Mukesh Kumar.

However, Rishabh
Pant remains unavailable
as he continues recover-
ing from an injury at the

prep

BCCI Centre of Excel-
lence. Kumar Kushagra
has replaced him for the
first two matches follow-
ing Pant’s left side strain
sustained during the Irani
Cup.

India batting coach
Sitanshu Kotak empha-

arations

LIGHT

Rahul and Jaiswal
headline strong India
A squad for four-day
practice matches.

Injured Pant remains
unavailable as Jurel leads
visitors against New
Zealand A.

sised the importance of
red-ball match practice
for established players
and emerging talent.

He said the series
would help players adjust
to New Zealand condi-
tions while strengthen-
ing their preparations
for international assign-
ments.

Akash Deep, included
in India’s Test squad,
will particularly look to
regain bowling rhythm
and match fitness.

II{omlf pmz'sels Samson, Abhishek for fearless batting approach

Press Trust Of India

CHRISTCHURCH: India bat-
ting coach Sitanshu Kotak
on Friday praised openers
Sanju Samson and Abhishek
Sharma for their fearless
approach, remarkable
power and mental strength,
saying their ability to handle
pressure makes them excep-
tional performers.

Kotak also defended the
team management’s decision
to persist with the opening
combination despite grow-

ing social media demands
for including 15-year-old
batting sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi.

The youngster, who has
remained on the sidelines
since the Asian Games, is
expected to feature in Sat-
urday’s second T20 Interna-
tional against New Zealand
following Ishan Kishan’s
injury.

Samson played a brilliant
knock of 67 off 33 balls in
India’s four-wicket victory
in the series opener, while

U
Abhishek provided valuable
support during the power-
play.

Kotak emphasised that
selection decisions were

“Beyond their
tremendous power,
talent and attacking
intent, Samson and

Abhishek possess
remarkable mental
control that makes

their fearless approach
exceptional.”

Sitanshu Kotak
India batting coach

taken keeping the team’s
interests in mind rather than
responding to public pres-
sure.

He particularly appreci-
ated Samson’s consistency
and aggressive mindset
while chasing challenging
totals.

According to  Kotak,
attacking from the beginning
requires enormous confi-
dence because early dismiss-
als can increase pressure
on players concerned about
retaining their places.

so much in this sport, is
really special feeling.”

Jacob Duffy
New Zealand Fast Bowler

“Honestly, it feels unreal.
I'm still trying to sink it
all in! Beating a player like
Akane, who has achieved

a
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BEST OF THE REST

Anahat Singh storms
semifinal after thrill

into maiden PSA Gold
ing five-game victory

NEW DELHI: Indian squash sensation
Anahat Singh reached her maiden
PSA Gold-level semifinal after defeat-
ing Egyptian sixth seed Salma Hany in
a thrilling quarterfinal at the Silicon
Valley Open in Redwood City, USA.
The 18-year-old world No. 15 over-
came world No. 14 Hany 4-11, 11-8,
4-11, 11-2, 11-5 in 42 minutes. The vic-
tory followed her stunning straight-
game triumph over Egyptian world

No. 3 and eight-time world champion
Nour El Sherbini. Anahat admitted
feeling tired after her previous victory
but maintained her composure to
recover from a 1-2 deficit. The reign-
ing world junior champion will next
face Malaysian world No. 4 Sivasan-
gari Subramaniam, who defeated her
in the recent Asian Games final. Ana-
hat will now seek revenge and a place
in the championship final. PTi

Bournemouth thrash

ten-man AC Milan as

Juventus settle for Europa League draw

LONDON: Bournemouth secured their
biggest European victory, defeating
10-man AC Milan 3-O in the Europa
League after goalkeeper Mike Maignan
was sent off. Milan were already trail-
ing when Maignan received a straight
red card for pushing Tyler Adams dur-
ing a corner. Marcus Tavernier con-
verted the resulting penalty before
Amine Adli completed the victory
with a curling free kick. Meanwhile,
Juventus were held to a 2-2 draw by
Rennes despite Nick Woltemade’s sec-
ond-half penalty. A potential late win-
ner was ruled out for offside. Bayer
Leverkusen maintained their per-
fect record as Jonas Hofmann scored
twice in a 2-0 victory over OFI Crete.
Elsewhere, Benfica defeated Omonia
4-1, Olympiacos edged Sparta Prague
1-0, while Real Sociedad demolished
Lillestrgm 6-0. PTI

Ayush Mhatre undergoes surgery,
sidelined for about three months

MUMBAI: India Under-19 World Cup-win-
ning captain and Mumbai vice-captain
Ayush Mhatre has undergone surgery for
a serious right hamstring injury and is
expected to remain sidelined for two to
three months. The 19-year-old suffered
a Grade 4 hamstring tear while running
between wickets during Mumbai’s Ranji
Trophy opener against Chandigarh on
October 11. According to a BCCI source,
the surgery was successfully performed
by Dr Dinshaw Pardiwala at Kokila-
ben Hospital in Mumbai on Thursday.
Mhatre has begun walking with crutches
and is recovering satisfactorily. Earlier,
he suffered a left hamstring injury while
representing Chennai Super Kings in the
IPL on April 18, requiring three months
of rehabilitation. His latest setback has
forced Mumbai to reshuffle their open-
ing combination for subsequent Ranji
Trophy matches. PTI

Hashimoto claims fourth straight world
gymnastics all-around gold medal triumph

ROTTERDAM: Japan’s Daiki Hashimoto
captured his fourth consecutive men’s
all-around gold medal at the World
Gymnastics Championships, produc-
ing a brilliant high-bar performance
to seal another historic victory. The
25-year-old Olympic champion scored
85.988 points, including an impressive
14.766 on high bar, overcoming a slug-
gish start that left him 10th after the

|

opening floor exercise. Hashimoto’s
four successive world titles place him
behind legendary compatriot Kohei
Uchimura, who claimed six consecu-
tive all-around crowns. China’s Yang
Haonan secured silver with 84.199
points, while Britain’s Joe Fraser took
bronze with 83.531. Russian teenager
Arsenii Dukhno slipped to seventh fol-
lowing costly high-bar errors. PTI
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India’s para-athletes script
history with record 114 medals

India’s para-athletes delivered a historic performance at the Asian Para Games, securing a record
114 medals, including 30 gold, with outstanding displays across several sporting disciplines.

Press Trust Of India

Sandeep and Haney
set world records as
Indian shuttlers claim

three golds.
NAGOYA: India’s
para-athletes produced

their best-ever Asian Para
Games performance, con-
cluding their campaign
with 114 medals, includ-
ing 30 gold, 35 silver
and 49 bronze, following
a spectacular final-day
showing on Friday.

Despite fielding just
168 athletes, nearly half
the contingent sent to
Hangzhou in 2023, India
surpassed its previous
record of 108 medals,
including 27 gold.

India occupied fourth
position in the standings,
although the final ranking
could change after Satur-
day’s remaining events.

The contingent
secured nine gold med-
als on Friday, its highest
single-day tally, with out-
standing performances
in badminton, athletics,
archery and shooting.

Athletics remained
India’s biggest contribu-
tor, delivering 65 medals,
12 more than the previous
edition.

In badminton, Paris
Paralympic ~ champion
Nitesh Kumar defeated

(‘ 5th Aslan Para Gai
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compatriot Pramod
Bhagat 21-18, 21-16 to
claim men’s singles SL3
gold. Debutant Naveen
Sivakumar secured the
SL4 title, beating Indone-
sia’s Fredy Setiawan 21-9,
21-17.
Thulasimathi

Murugesan partnered
Manasi Joshi to win
women’s doubles

SL3-SU5 gold, defeating
China’s Yang Qiuxia and
Xiao Zuxian 21-16, 21-13.
She also collected silver
medals in women’s sin-
gles and mixed doubles.

Abhijeet wins Asian Para bronze

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh’s

Abhijeet Sakhuja brought

glory to the state by clinch-
ing a bronze medal in the
men’s SL4 badminton cat-

egory at the Asian Para

Games 2026 in Japan. Abhi-
jeet advanced to the semi-
finals with an impressive
21-16,

21-12 vicltory over

& ‘ ‘

ABHIJEET SAKHUJA

PARA BADMINTON
MENS SINGLES 514
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compatriot Suryakant Yadav in the quarter-finals. How-
ever, his campaign ended in the semi-finals following a
13-21, 15-21 defeat against fellow Indian and world No. 2
Shiv Kumar Naveen, leaving him with the bronze medal.

Indian athletes deliv-
ered remarkable perfor-
mances on the track and
field.

Sandeep established
a world record of 52.28
seconds while winning
men’s 400m T64 gold,
with Ajay Kumar taking
bronze.

Haney produced
another world record,
throwing 60.49m to tri-
umph in men’s javelin
F37/38.

Paralympic cham-
pion Sumit Antil spear-
headed an Indian
podium sweep in the
men’s javelin F42-44/61-
64 combined event with
a 72.46m effort. Mahen-
dra Gurjar secured sil-
ver, while Sanjay Sand-

eep Sargar claimed
bronze.

Pranav Soorma
added another gold with

a Games record throw
of 32.87m in the men’s
club throw.

Nimisha Chakkungal-
parambil and Parmod
Bijarnia also contrib-
uted silver medals in
women’s long jump T47
and men’s 1500m T46,
respectively.

India’s  remarkable
campaign  highlighted
the country’s growing
strength in para-sports
and the exceptional
determination of its ath-
letes.

Pratika’s unbeaten ton,
Charani’s 4/23 help India
rout Zimbhabwe by 9 wickets

Central Chronicle News

India registered

a dominant nine-
wicket victory over
Zimbabwe, riding on
outstanding perfor-
mances.

VADODARA: Pratika
Rawal struck an unbeaten
century while left-arm
spinner Shree Charani
claimed career-best fig-
ures of 4/23 as India
crushed Zimbabwe by
nine wickets in the open-
ing women’s ODI of the
three-match series on Fri-
day.

Chasing 198, India
raced to 200/1 in just
27.1 overs, with Pratika
smashing her third ODI
century and remaining
unbeaten on 100. Her flu-
ent innings, featuring 15
boundaries, helped India
comfortably  dominate
the Zimbabwe bowling
attack.

Promoted to open,
Pratika combined with
skipper Smriti Mandhana
(32) to provide a flying
start. The pair added 94
runs before Mandhana
was dismissed by Olinder
Chare in the 16th over.

Vice-captain  Shafali
Verma, batting at num-
ber three, maintained
the momentum with an
explosive unbeaten 64 off
just 33 deliveries, striking
five boundaries and four
sixes.

Earlier, Zimbabwe
struggled against India’s

disciplined bowling
attack and were dis-
missed for 197 despite
Beloved Biza’s fighting 62
off 92 balls.

Charani led the bowl-
ing effort, dismissing
Modester ~ Mupachikwa
(25), Chipo Mugeri-Tiri-
pano (21), Nyasha Gwan-
zura (13) and Michelle
Mavunga (29).

Kranti Gaud provided
excellent support with
figures of 3/42, while
Deepti Sharma chipped
in with 2/44.

Biza offered resistance
with a patient innings

containing five bound-
aries, but Zimbabwe
failed to build substantial
partnerships on a batting-
friendly surface.
However, India’s field-
ing remained an area
of concern, with wick-
etkeeper Richa Ghosh,
Deepti  Sharma and
Gaud missing catching
opportunities.  Despite
these lapses, India’s
comprehensive  victory
underlined their batting
strength and bowling
depth, giving the hosts a
commanding 1-0 lead in
the three-match series.

|SINDHU MARCHES AHEAD|

PV Sindhu storms into French
Open badmlntonsmgles Semls

Press Trust Of India

Sindhu advances with
commanding victory,
while Ashmita Chal-
iha exits after spirited
battle.

PARIS: Two-time Olym-
pic medallist PV Sindhu
stormed into the wom-
en’s singles semifinals of
the French Open Super
750 badminton tourna-
ment with a convincing
straight-game  victory
on Friday, while com-
patriot Ashmita Chaliha
bowed out in the quar-
terfinals.

Former world cham-
pion Sindhu needed just
39 minutes to defeat
Chinese Taipei’s Chiu
Pin-chian 21-13, 21-14 in
the USD 950,000 tour-

nament.

World No. 11 Sindhu,
the only Indian remain-
ing in contention, will
face Japan’s Hina Akechi
in the semifinals.

Meanwhile, world No.
36 Chaliha’s impressive
campaign ended follow-
ing a hard-fought 10-21,
21-17, 16-21 defeat against
Japan’s former world
champion Nozomi Oku-

hara.
Chaliha had ear-
lier stunned three-

time world champion
Akane Yamaguchi in the
pre-quarterfinals.
Reflecting on her
victory, Sindhu said
she had learned valu-
able lessons from her
opening-round struggle
against Thailand’s Supa-

nida Katethong.

S Meghana
retires from
all forms of
cricket

NEW DELHI: India’s top-
order batter S Meghana
on Friday announced her
retirement from all forms
of cricket at the age of
30. Hailing from Andhra
Pradesh, Meghana last
played for India in Novem-
ber 2022. She played for
RCB and Gujarat Giants
in the Women’s Premier
League. “As I announce
my retirement from all
formats of cricket as a
player, my heart is over-
flowing with gratitude,”
Meghana wrote in an
Instagram  post. “The
field has been my sec-
ond home, teaching me
resilience, humility, and
giving me memories and
friendships that I will
carry for a lifetime,” she
wrote.

Press Trust Of India

Indian cue sports
legend Pankaj Advani
scripts history with
another remarkable
triumph.

BIRMINGHAM: Indian
cue sports legend Pankaj
Advani clinched his 29th
career world title after
producing a sensational
comeback to defeat
England’s Robert Hall in
the WBL World Billiards
Championship final.

The 41-year-old Indian
registered a commanding
1906-1206 victory in the
gruelling five-hour con-
test, extending his extra-
ordinary record in inter-
national cue sports.

| ADVANI CELEBRATES TRIUMPH|

Pankaj Advani clinches 29th world
title with stunnlng comeback

Advani began strongly
with a 91-point break,
but Hall responded with
impressive breaks of 203

and 331 to establish a sub-
stantial lead.

Trailing 697-1014 with
just 115 minutes remain-

ing, Advani staged a
remarkable recovery.
He first compiled a bril-
liant 210 break before
producing a magnificent
587-point effort, the high-
est break of this year’s
championship, to turn
the contest decisively in
his favour.

Earlier, Advani
defeated compatriot
Sourav  Kothari 1134-

575 in the quarter-finals
before overcoming David
Causier 1607-1271 in the
semi-finals.

The multiple world
champion will now shift
his focus to the IBSF
World Snooker Cham-
pionship, scheduled in
Indore in mid-Novem-
ber.

| CHHATTISGARH HOCKEY LEAGUE |

Mainpat Titans vs. Bailadila Bulls ends in a 3-3 draw

Central Chronicle News

Prahlad named
‘Striker of the Match’;
Karan Dhanuk
receives ‘Player of the
Match’ award.

RAIPUR: Mainpat Titans
and Bailadila Bulls played
out an exciting 3-3 draw
in the opening match of
the second day of the
Chhattisgarh Hockey
League on Friday, with
both teams displaying
attacking hockey.

Led by Olympian Pra-
deep Mor, Mainpat Titans
dominated the first half,
while Olympian Chin-
glensana Singh’s Bailadila
Bulls staged a spirited
comeback in the final two
quarters.

Prahlad received the
‘Striker of the Match’
award, while Karan Dha-

nuk was adjudged ‘Player
of the Match’.

The match began
with both teams launch-
ing attacks. Mainpat
created an early oppor-
tunity in the seventh
minute, but Bailadi-
la’s goalkeeper denied
Prahlad Tandi.

Bailadila subsequently
earned a penalty corner,

which Sandeep Thakur
converted to open the
scoring.
Mainpat
with attacking moves,
and Pravin Yadav found

responded

the net following an
excellent run and pass
from Prahlad.

After the interval,
Bailadila intensified their
attacks, with Rahul Yadav

scoring following a fine
move by Jaskaran Singh.

Jaskaran then con-
verted a penalty corner
early in the fourth quar-
ter to bring his team level.

Mainpat regained the
advantage when Prahlad
produced a  superb
reverse flick from inside
the circle.

However, Bailadila
refused to surrender and
continued pressing for an
equaliser. Their persis-
tence paid off when Nihal
Hussain Ansari struck
from a penalty-corner
rebound in the closing
stages.

The thrilling encoun-
ter eventually ended 3-3,
with both teams sharing
points after an enter-
taining contest marked
by determined attacking
play and impressive indi-
vidual performances.

Parvinder Awana
to head BCCI
junior selection
committee

NEW DELHI: Former India
pacer Parvinder Awana
was on Friday appointed
chairman of the newly-
formed BCCI junior
selection committee.
Awana played two T20Is
for India and featured in
62 First-Class matches,
taking 191 wickets. He
also represented Delhi,
India A and Rest of India,
besides playing in the
IPL for Kings XI Punjab
(now Punjab Kings). After
retirement, he moved
into coaching, working
with Delhi’s Ul6, U19
and U23 teams, as well
as India U19 and various
BCCI/COE  high-perfor-
mance programmes. The
other members of the
committee are Krishna
Das, Rakesh Patel and N.
Arjun Yadav.

| CRICKET’S OLYMPIC RETURN |
LA Olympics cricket qualifiers
scheduled for Jan-Feb in 2028

Press Trust Of India

Cricket’s historic
Olympic return gath-
ers momentum as
ICC schedules crucial

qualifying tourna-
ments.
NEW DELHI: The qualifi-

cation tournaments for
cricket’s much-awaited
return to the Olympic
Games at Los Angeles
in 2028 are scheduled
to take place in Janu-
ary-February that year,
according to a media
report.

The qualifiers for both
men’s and women’s com-
petitions feature in the
International Cricket
Council’s (ICC) global
events calendar shared

with member boards fol-
lowing meetings in Dubai
in October, ESPNcricinfo
reported. Cricket will
return to the Olympics
after more than a cen-
tury, marking a historic
milestone for the sport’s
global expansion.

According to the
report, Australia, India,
South Africa and Great
Britain have already
secured qualification for
the women’s competition
as the highest-ranked
teams from their respec-
tive continents based on
performances at the T20
World Cup earlier this
year.

In the men’s -cate-
gory, the highest-ranked
teams from Africa, Asia,
Europe and Oceania, as

of December 31, 2026,
will secure four available
berths.

Hosts United States
will be eligible to par-
ticipate in both compe-
titions provided their
teams finish among the
world’s top 15 during the
qualification period from
June 30 to December 31,
2026. Should the Ameri-
can women’s team fail to
meet the ranking require-
ment, its berth will be
reassigned based on the
ICC Women’s Champions
Trophy 2027 standings,
with March 1, 2027, serv-
ing as the cut-off date.

The qualifying tourna-
ments will feature eight

teams each, selected
according to interna-
tional rankings.
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French authorities deploy 70,000
officers for Saturday protests

Authorities are deploying 70,000 police officers, along with armored vehicles and
water cannons, ahead of planned cost-of-living protests.

Press Trust Of India

PARIS: Some 70,000 law
enforcement officers will
be deployed across France
on Saturday while the
Louvre and several other
major Paris museums will
be closed as authorities
seek to prevent renewed
violence during planned
protests.

Protests last week
devolved into mayhem,
with people setting fires,
storming public build-
ings, smashing shop win-
dows, looting and clash-
ing with police. It was

France’s most violent
unrest in years.
Demonstrators plan to

take to the streets again
Saturday to denounce
the high cost of living.
Students, members of
the CGT labor union and
activists from the “ yel-
low vest ” movement,
whose  demonstrations
against social injustice
shook France in 2018 and
2019, are all set to join.
French Interior Minister
Laurent Nufiez said some
70,000 police officers
and gendarmes would
be deployed, along with
helicopters, armored
vehicles and water can-
nons. In addition, elite
police units will help
secure public buildings
like city halls in a “highly
mobile” security opera-
tion, he said.

“There have been
numerous calls from
radical far-left groups

on social media to com-
mit acts of violence

FASTFACTS

@ Major cultural
institutions, including
the Louvre, Orsay, and
Picasso museums, as
well as the Art Basel
Paris weekend fair,
are shutting down for
safety.

eoFollowing severe
unrest last week,
officials warn of a
zero-tolerance policy
against radical groups
planning violence and
looting

and vandalism. There
have also been renewed
calls for looting, with

those messages clearly
being spread by rioters,”
Nufiez said at a news
conference. “We will
be absolutely uncom-
promising” with those
involved in violence,
he added, warning that
police will have a “very
firm approach to making
arrests, and there will be
legal consequences.”

In a statement to The
Associated Press, the
Culture Ministry said
the Louvre, the Orsay
and Picasso museums
as well as the Grand
Palais would be closed.
The ministry called on
all institutions under its
authority to adopt any
necessary measures to
ensure “visitor safety,

Authorities are deploying 70,000 police officers, along with armored v
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staff protection and
the preservation of art-
works,” according to
the statement. After two
days when admission
was by invitation only,
Art Basel Paris opened to
the public Friday — but
only for the day, with the
threat of unrest prompt-
ing organizers to cancel
the weekend program.
One of the world’s most
prestigious  contempo-
rary art fairs, Art Basel
includes exhibitions by
211 international galleries
at Paris’ Grand Palais.
“This decision has
not been taken lightly,
and the safety of every-
one involved in the fair
remains our utmost pri-
ority,” organizers said in

ehicles and water cannons, ahead of planned cost-of-living protests.

a statement Thursday.
Saloni Doshi, an art col-
lector who traveled to
Paris from India for the
fair, grew worried last
Saturday as she saw the
fires and panicked peo-
ple, and she received
phone calls from friends
asking whether Paris was
safe. She agreed with the
organizers’ rationale to
close. Antoine Donzeaud
and Elisa Rigoulet, the
owners of the gallery exo
exo, felt the same. “We
understand this deci-
sion, which we consider
reasonable and consis-
tent with the urgency
of the social demands
currently unfolding in
France,” they said in a
text message.

Israel orders West
Bank closure

HEBRON: Israeli soldiers
shot and killed two Palestin-
ians who the military said
had launched an attack near
Hebron in the occupied
West Bank on Friday morn-
ing. At least five other peo-
ple were injured, some crit-
ically. The violence is likely
to heighten political ten-
sions and security concerns
ahead of Israel’s parliamen-
tary election next week. The
army said it had prevented a
“terror attack against Israeli
civilians” and that the two
men, both Palestinians from
Hebron, were armed with
an Mi6 rifle and a handgun.
It did not elaborate on the
target of the attack. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s office later said it had
instructed security forces
to immediately cordon off
Hebron and prepare for a
full closure of the West Bank
starting Friday.

Russian diesel sets s

Press Trust Of India

The import agree-
ment, which Trump
says foresees millions
more tons of Russian
diesel reaching the US
in coming months,

MOSCOW: A first tanker
carrying Russian diesel to
the United States under
a new import agreement
has set sail, the Kremlin
said Friday, two weeks
after President Donald
Trump said he struck
a deal with DPresident
Vladimir Putin despite
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine. “The first oil
tanker has sailed off to

| RUSSIA UKRAINE WAR |

Kremlin says first tanker of

»

Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy answers media questions before his
meeting with Finnish Prime Minister Petteri Orpo in Kyiv, Ukraine. (AP Photo)

customers, and regular
supplies will continue,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said without
elaborating.

Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Alexander Novak
said earlier this week that
the first shipment would

amount to 40,000 tons
of diesel, according to
Russia’s Interfax news
agency. Marine intelli-
gence firm Kpler said the
vessel was signalling it
was headed to New York
to arrive November 7 and
would be the first Rus-

ail for US

sian diesel delivery to the
United States since July
2023.

The abrupt reversal of
US sanctions policy on
Russia over its invasion
of its neighbour was seen
as an attempt by Trump
to address high fuel
prices ahead of the mid-
term elections. The die-
sel shipment of 40,000
tons amounts to around
300,000 barrels, or about
7 per cent of the roughly
4 million barrels of die-
sel the US economy con-
sumes in a single day.

The import agreement,
which Trump says fore-
sees millions more tons
of Russian diesel reaching
the US in coming months.

| INDONESIA PROTESTS |

Southeast Asia haze s

Press Trust Of India

JAKARTA: Thousands
of students across Indo-
nesia have staged days
of demonstrations pro-
testing the government’s
response to toxic haze
that has blanketed mul-
tiple cities and spread to
other nations in Southeast
Asia in recent weeks.

On Friday, more than
500 protesters gathered
in front of the Central
Kalimantan Governor’s
Office in the provincial
capital of Palangkaraya,
demanding more action
to address the haze. Pro-
tests earlier this week
spread to more than

half a dozen Indonesian
cities, including on the
island of Borneo, where
many of the fires are
actively burning.
Indonesia’s haze is pri-
marily caused by forest
and peatland fires, which
are often started by slash-
and-burn agricultural

14

arks student prolests

st

practices. While
fires are common during
Indonesia’s dry season,
which usually begins in
April, this year’s are the
worst on record.

The haze has spread
to neighbouring nations,
triggering health con-
cerns and igniting public

such
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In Indonesia,
we’re SO angry.
‘We want
the officials
responsible
to be held
accountable.

Vincent Thomas
Student at Universitas
Padjadjaran

backlash from Singapore,
Malaysia and other mem-
bers of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations.
For months, student
and civil society groups

have demanded stron-
ger action on the haze.
Some called for Indone-
sian President Prabowo
Subianto to declare a
national emergency and
take more aggressive
steps to prevent the agri-
cultural practices that
many blame for fuelling
the blazes. In many cases,
the student-led protests
have merged with ongo-
ing demonstrations over
Indonesia’s struggling
economy. “In Indonesia,
we’re so angry,” said Vin-
cent Thomas, a student
at Indonesia’s Univer-
sitas Padjadjaran, who
joined student protests in
Bandung.

V-

o Hamas was “planning
a major attack aimed
= at murdering innocent
civilians in Israel.”

Benjamin Netanyahu
Israeli Prime Minister

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST
GERMANY RUSSIA SPY
Ukrainian held in Germany on suspicion of
spying for Russia as Merz warns of more cases

BERLIN: A German court on Friday
ordered a Ukrainian citizen held on
suspicion of spying for Russia, as
Chancellor Friedrich Merz warned
that Germany is likely to see more
such cases.

The Ukrainian, identified only
as Vadym Y. under German privacy
rules, is accused of gathering mili-
tary information for Russia, includ-
ing details about arms production
and personnel and military facilities
involved in securing NATO’s eastern
flank, federal prosecutors said.

The man is believed to have been
in contact with a Russian intelligence
service through an intermediary
since at least July 2025. Some of the
information he collected was from
public sources, prosecutors said, but
other data was solicited from rep-
resentatives of the European arms
industry. He was arrested in Bran-
denburg state in northeast Germany
by the federal criminal police, prose-
cutors said. “It is a success today that
this case was uncovered,” Merz said
on Thursday during a visit to Monte-
negro. “But let’s not fool ourselves.

The activities of the Russian intel-
ligence service in Germany remain as
intense as ever.” Merz said Germany

1

was likely to see more such cases
“in the coming months and years.”
Several people have been arrested
in Germany this year for allegedly
spying on behalf of Russia. In Janu-
ary, a German-Ukrainian woman was
arrested on suspicion of gathering
intelligence for a contact at the Rus-
sian Embassy. A Romanian woman
was arrested in March for allegedly
spying on a person who supplied
drones and components to Ukraine
from Germany Others arrested this
and last year were accused of acting
on behalf of Chinese or Iranian intelli-
gence services.

PHILIPPINES SENATOR
Philippines announces
bounty for fugitive
senator wanted by ICC

MANILA: Philippine officials
announced a bounty Friday for the
capture of a senator who has been
ordered arrested by the Interna-
tional Criminal Court for an alleged
crime against humanity in connec-
tion with deadly anti-drugs crack-
downs. The court alleges that Senator
Ronald dela Rosa, 64, was an “indirect
co-conspirator” of former President
Rodrigo Duterte, who was arrested
last year and now faces trial for alleged
crimes linked to the so-called war on
drugs he waged while in office. Dela
Rosa last appeared in public when he
went to the Philippine Senate briefly
in May but fled after the international
court in The Hague, Netherlands,
made public a warrant for his arrest.

AUSTRIA RUSSIA ESPIONAGE
Austria expels 4 Russian
diplomats linked to
espionage, official says

VIENNA: Austria on Friday ordered
four Russian diplomats to leave the
country after accusing them of espio-
nage, an Austrian official said. Austria
-- and particularly Vienna, its capital
-- has long been considered a hotbed
for spying because of lenient espio-
nage laws and a high concentration
of diplomats, given the many interna-
tional organisations based in the city.
The Austrian official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity to discuss
the matter, said the expulsions were
linked to espionage. and that the
diplomats were told to leave in the
coming days. Austria’s Foreign Min-
istry said that three of the four were
diplomats at the Russian Embassy in
Vienna while the fourth was based.
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