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Raipur Roads deteriorate 
within three years of 

BJP rule.
Vandana Rajput 

Cong Spokesperson 
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Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Raipur 
Police Commissionerate 
observed the traditional 
weapon worship cere-
mony at the police lines 
on Vijayadashami on 
Tuesday. Police Commis-
sioner Dr. Sanjeev Shukla, 
along with senior officers 
and personnel, partici-
pated in the ritual, during 
which police weapons and 
departmental vehicles 
were worshipped. The 
ceremony concluded with 
traditional aerial firing.
The annual observance 
is an integral part of 
the police department’s 

Vijayadashami tradition. 
Officers and personnel 
perform the ritual to 
mark the festival and reaf-
firm their commitment 
to maintaining law and 
order, protecting citizens 
and discharging their 

duties with dedication.
During the ceremony, 
weapons used by police 
personnel were wor-
shipped alongside depart-
mental vehicles. The rit-
ual symbolises strength, 
courage and the triumph 

of good over evil. For the 
police force, the occasion 
also serves as a reminder 
of its responsibility to 
safeguard the public and 
ensure peace and security.
Senior police officers and 
personnel attended the 
programme at the police 
lines, participating in the 
traditional observance. 
The ceremony reflected 
the department’s long-

standing practice of mark-
ing Vijayadashami through 
the worship of weapons 
and other equipment used 
in the discharge of official 
duties. On the occasion, 
Police Commissioner Dr. 
Sanjeev Shukla extended 
Vijayadashami greetings 
to the people of Raipur 
and appealed to citizens 
to celebrate the festival 
with mutual brotherhood, 
peace and harmony. He 
emphasised the impor-
tance of maintaining a 
peaceful atmosphere 
during the festivities and 
urged people to celebrate 
together while respecting 
one another. 

Police perform traditional weapon 
worship on Vijayadashami

Raipur police observe Dussehra with traditional weapon worship.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The doors of the 
historic Kankali Math in 
Purani Basti were opened 
for devotees on Tuesday 
morning on the occasion 
of Vijayadashami. Follow-
ing a unique annual tradi-
tion, the monastery opens 
its doors only once a 
year, offering devotees an 
opportunity to seek bless-
ings and witness its centu-

ries-old religious heritage.
The doors opened at 6 
am, followed by special 
prayers and worship of 
the ancient weapons 

preserved at the Math. 
Believed to be around 
1,000 years old, these 
weapons are associated 
with the Naga Sadhus and 

hold immense religious 
and historical signifi-
cance. 

A large number of dev-
otees began arriving early 
in the morning to witness 

the rare ritual and offer 
prayers. The monastery 
remained open for dar-
shan from 6 am to noon 
on Vijayadashami. After 
the stipulated hours, its 
doors were scheduled to 
remain closed until the 
same occasion next year. 

The once-a-year open-
ing makes the event a sig-
nificant religious occasion 
for devotees in Raipur 
and surrounding areas.

|  DUSSEHRA DARSHAN | 

Kankali Math opens once a year for Dussehra darshan

RAIPUR: A man was arrested within 
an hour of a case being registered for 
allegedly slamming his six-month-old 
daughter onto the floor twice dur-
ing a domestic dispute. The infant 
sustained internal head injuries and 
lost consciousness. She is currently 
undergoing treatment at the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), 
Raipur. According to the complaint 
lodged by the child’s mother, the 
incident occurred around 1 am on 
October 14, 2026, during a domestic 
dispute involving her husband, Ash-
ish Kanwariya.
Following the complaint, Saraswati 
Nagar Police Station registered Crime 
No. 237/2026 under Sections 296, 
351(2), 115(2) and 109 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). Acting on the 
directions of DCP Raipur West Robin-
son Guria and Additional DCP Rahul 
Dev Sharma, and under the guidance 
of ACP Dr. Mansi Nanabhau Sakore, a 

police team led by Station House Offi-
cer Chetan Chandrakar was formed 
to apprehend the accused. The police 
team arrested Ashish Kanwariya, son 
of Sudarshan Kanwariya and a resi-
dent of BSUP Colony, within an hour. 
He was subsequently sent to judicial 
custody. The infant remains under 
medical care at AIIMS. Police said 
action was taken promptly following 
the registration of the case.

RAIPUR: Amanaka police have solved 
a house burglary within hours, recov-
ering gold and silver jewellery worth 
approximately Rs 8 lakh and appre-
hending a juvenile in conflict with 
the law in connection with the theft. 
According to police, the complainant, 
a resident of Sarona’s Azad Nagar 
area, left for Bhanupratappur with 
her mother on October 18 after lock-
ing her house. When she returned 
around 7.30 pm on October 19, she 
found household belongings scat-
tered and the cupboard and its inner 
locker broken. Gold chains, lockets, 
bangles, nose rings, earrings, silver 
anklets and a necklace made of silver 
coins were missing.

The complainant alleged that an 
unidentified person had entered 
the house by climbing over the rear 
boundary wall and breaking the 

back-door lock. Following her com-
plaint, Amanaka police registered 
Crime No. 355/26 under Sections 
331(4) and 305(a) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). Acting on the 
directions of DCP West Zone Robin-
son Guria and Additional DCP Rahul 
Dev Sharma, under the guidance 
of ACP Purani Basti Devansh Singh 
Rathore, a police team inspected the 
crime scene and questioned the com-
plainant and local residents. 

The team apprehended the juve-
nile within hours. During question-
ing, the juvenile reportedly con-
fessed to the theft, leading to the 
recovery of the stolen jewellery. The 
recovered items were seized, and the 
juvenile was sent to a juvenile obser-
vation home under judicial remand. 
Further legal proceedings are  
underway.

Father arrested for slamming  
six-month-old daughter to floor

Amanaka Police solve Burglary within hours,  
recover jewellery worth Rs 8 Lakh

ARRESTED

BURGLARY CASE SOLVED

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: President 
Droupadi Murmu will 
arrive in Raipur on October 
22 and travel to Jagdalpur 
to participate in various 
programmes, including 
Bastar Dussehra. During 
her two-day visit to Chhat-
tisgarh, traffic restrictions 
will be imposed on 11 roads 
in Raipur for security rea-
sons. More than 2,000 
security personnel, includ-
ing senior police officers, 
will be deployed, with 
additional forces called in 

from other 
cities. On 
October 22, 
at 12:45 pm, 
the Presi-
dent will 
attend a programme at 
Lok Bhavan and release 
a Rs 200 commemo-
rative coin honouring 
revered Mata Hasi Devi. 
At 4 pm, she will attend 
the Nuakhai festival pro-
gramme at Raipur Indoor 
Stadium as the chief guest 
at the ‘Seva Samman 
Parv’ and ‘Yuva Prabod-
han’ events.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Two emerging 
women cricketers from 
Chhattisgarh, Palak Singh 
and Shreya Shrivas, have 
earned places in the list 
of 146 players shortlisted 
for the Women’s Pre-
mier League (WPL) 2027 
auction. The auction is 
scheduled to be held on 
October 28 in Kochi, Ker-
ala, offering both young 
players an opportunity 
to advance their profes-

sional cricket careers. 
Both players represented 
the state in the Under-19 
category and impressed 
with their performances 
in the previous sea-
son. They have been 
placed in the Rs 10-lakh 

base price category for 
the upcoming auction. 
Young fast bowler Palak 
Singh made an impres-
sion with her bowling in 
the previous WPL sea-
son, taking five wickets 
in eight matches. 

Murmu’s visit: 11 roads to 
face traffic restrictions

Two Chhattisgarh cricketers 
in WPL 2027 auction list

FACTFILE

z Ancient monastery 
opens doors, 
attracting devotees on 
Vijayadashami.

FACTFILE

z Commissioner 
Shukla urges 
peaceful, harmonious 
celebrations.



Press Trust Of India

His trip to India comes 
amid a fresh wave of 
attacks on Saudi Ara-
bia reportedly by the 
Houthi militants.

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI: The 
situation in West Asia 
remains a matter of “deep 
concern” and India will 
support all efforts to 
promote peace through 
dialogue and diplomacy, 
External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar said on Tues-
day during talks with his 
UAE counterpart Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan. Al Nahyan, who 

is also the deputy prime 
minister of the UAE, 
landed in Mumbai on 
Monday night on a two-
day visit.  In his televised 

opening remarks at the 
meeting, Jaishankar also 
backed efforts for free, 
safe and unimpeded 
flow of trade, energy and 

fertilisers. The external 
affairs minister made a 
mention of how the Com-
prehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA) between India 
and the UAE has signifi-
cantly enhanced bilat-
eral trade and economic 
ties.

“The situation in the 
Gulf remains a matter of 
deep concern. We will 
continue to work together 
and support all efforts to 
promote dialogue and 
diplomacy,” he said. “We 
continue to support free, 
safe and unimpeded flow 
of trade, energy and fer-
tiliser. I would also like to 

thank you and, through 
you, the UAE leadership 
for ensuring the well-being 
of the Indian community 
in the UAE,” he said.

Jaishankar also noted 
that despite global head-
winds and regional chal-
lenges, the economic 
partnership between the 
two countries continues 
to set “new benchmarks”.

“The bilateral trade 
has crossed the USD 100 
billion mark since the 
signing of the CEPA and 
two-way investments 
continue to grow, reflect-
ing the confidence of our 
businesses in each other’s 
economies,” he said.

Press Trust Of India

The case has attracted 
attention amid alle-
gations by Sharma’s 
family that he was 
assaulted and tortured 
before being thrown 
from an apartment 
building on October 9.

LUCKNOW: Three per-
sons, including the main 
accused, model Shraddha 
Dubey, allegedly involved 
in the death of Lucknow 
cafe owner Shiva Sharma, 
were arrested on Tuesday 
in Nagpur, officials said 
here.

Dubey, her driver 
Danish and sister Rashmi 
Dubey, carrying a reward 
of Rs 50 thousand each, 
were arrested by the 
police and special task 
force team in Nagpur, 
they said, adding that 
the three will be brought 
to Lucknow on Transit 

remand. Police initially 
treated the incident as 
an accidental death but 
subsequently registered a 
murder case following the 
family’s allegations.

Dubey, 31, a fashion 
model, has been on the 
run since Sharma, 28, 
allegedly fell from the 
balcony of an apartment 
in the Balu Adda area 
under Hazratganj police 
station on October 9. Her 
sister Rashmi Dubey, their 
driver Tanvir Ali alias Dan-
ish and two other people 
have also been booked 

in the case. Police had 
announced a reward of Rs 
50,000 each for informa-
tion leading to the arrest 
of Shraddha, Rashmi and 
Danish. In videos circu-
lated on social media, 
Shraddha has denied 
involvement in Sharma’s 
death and claimed that he 
jumped from the balcony 
after going into a bath-
room at her residence. She 
has also alleged that he 
was under a debt of Rs 15 
lakh to Rs 20 lakh and had 
threatened to end his life if 
he failed to repay it.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday said all institu-
tions and political parties 
of the country should 
unite for national inter-
est and fight together 
against the enemies of 
the country. Participating 
in Dussehra celebrations 
here, Modi also said that 
no matter how big or dif-
ficult a crisis may be, no 
one should sit back rely-
ing on others and recogn-
ise their own strength.

“May our thoughts 
be aligned, and may... 
all the institutions of the 
nation, all political par-
ties, stand together for 

national interest. We 
must proceed with this 
very spirit and we must 
fight together against the 
enemies of the country,” 
the PM said.

Underlining that his 
government’s goal is to 
make India self-reliant, 
the prime minister said, 

“We must have faith in 
our resources. We must 
turn our resolve into 
power and find solutions 
through our own hard 
work. Because Lord Shri 
Ram taught us that the 
difficulties cannot stop 
our journey.” He said in 
‘Ram Rajya’, there is no 

discrimination against 
anyone and everyone 

receives justice and equal 
opportunities. 

Revellers flock to Ramlila grounds to soak 
in Dussehra celebrations

New Delhi: Dussehra, symbolising the triumph of 
dharma over adharma, was celebrated across the 
country on Tuesday, with revellers flocking to Ramlila 
grounds to witness the burning of effigies of the demon 
king Ravan. President Droupadi Murmu attended Dusse-
hra celebrations at Dwarka, where the President set 
Ravan’s effigy ablaze. Murmu performed the traditional 
aarti of Lord Ram, Lakshman and Sita before releasing 
an arrow to set Ravan’s effigy ablaze. The event featured 
90-foot effigies of Ravan, Kumbhkaran and Meghnath, 
said Bharat Bhushan Malviya, a core committee mem-
ber and media head of Dwarka Shri Ram Leela. Wish-
ing people on Dussehra, the President called upon the 
people to imbibe the qualities of Lord Ram, saying his 
story inspired them to respect nature, protect the envi-
ronment and care for everyone.

Union External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar meets UAE Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan to review bilateral ties, in Mumbai.

Absconding accused in the Shiva Sharma case, in police custody.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during ‘Vijaya Dashami’  
celebrations, in New Delhi. |  Photo PTI

Women perform ‘Dhunuchi’ dance during the ninth day of the Durga Puja festival, at a pandal, in Bastar district, Chhattisgarh, Tuesday.

Durga Puja festival in Bastar
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All institutions should unite 
for national interest: PM Modi

There is no discrimination against anyone and everyone receives 
justice and equal opportunities. 

Accused model among 
three arrested in Nagpur

NEWSLINE
NEW DELHI

Yuva Morcha 
office-bearers

The BJP appointed the 
national office-bearers of 
its Yuva Morcha on Tues-
day, assigning the role of 
national vice-president to 
seven of its youth leaders 
and the role of national 
general secretary to three 
others. BJP Yuva Morcha 
president Hemang Joshi 
announced the names 
of the newly appointed 
office-bearers. “As per the 
directive of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party national pres-
ident Nitin Nabin, the fol-
lowing members are being 
appointed as national 
office-bearers of the BJP 
Yuva Morcha and (given) 
other responsibilities,” 
Joshi said in a statement. 
These appointments will 
come into effect immedi-
ately, he added.

GURUGRAM

Five-storey 
building tilts

Panic ensued in the 
Sushant Lok-1 area here 
after a five-storey building 
under construction tilted 
approximately 2 to 2.5 
inches to one side due to 
excavation work for the 
foundation on the adjoin-
ing plot, officials said on 
Tuesday. According to 
police, after receiving the 
information, they rushed 
to the spot and evacuated 
residents from nearby 
houses, averting a major 
disaster. Based on the 
complaint of the owner of 
plot number 1770, Block-C, 
police registered an FIR 
against the adjoining plot 
owner, contractor, and JCB 
operator at the Sushant 
Lok police station.

BENGALURU

Flight reports 
bird strike

An Air India Express 
flight travelling from 
Bhogapuram in Andhra 
Pradesh to Bengaluru has 
reported a bird strike, but 
landed safely at Kempe-
gowda International Air-
port here, official sources 
said on Tuesday.

The incident occurred 
on Monday, and 148 pas-
sengers were reportedly 
on board.

Press Trust Of India

2 of them die, 3 
injured as motorcycle 
skids.

PALGHAR:   Two students 
died and three others 
were seriously injured 
after the motorcycle they 
were riding skidded and 
fell into a roadside pit as 
they were returning to 
their ashram school after 
attending a village fair in 
Maharashtra’s Palghar 
district, police said on 
Tuesday.

The incident took 
place in the wee hours 
of Monday in Jawhar 
taluka, following which 
the headmaster, war-

den, and watchman of 
the Hiradpada Gagangiri 
Ashram School were 
placed under suspension 
for “dereliction of duty” 
as these five students 
had secretly stepped out 
of the school to attend 
Navratri festival in nearby 
Sarsun village.

“The students man-
aged to leave the hostel 
and rode together on a 
single motorcycle. While 
returning to the school 
between 2.30 am and 3 
am on October 19, their 
two-wheeler skidded 
in Kongdi ghat, which 
resulted in the death of 
two students, identified 
as Sumit Motiram Bhingal 
(18) from Class 12 and Pri-

tam Ganesh Potinda (15) 
from Class 9. The other 
three students sustained 
critical injuries,” a Jawhar 
police station official said.

A motorist passing by 
alerted the Jawhar police.

The Palghar district 
administration said in a 
statement that while one 
student died on the spot, 
others were rushed to 
Patangshah Cottage Hos-
pital in Jawhar, where 
doctors declared another 
student dead during 
treatment. The remain-
ing three injured stu-
dents, whose condition 
was critical, were shifted 
to the District Hospital 
in Nashik for advanced 
medical care, it said.

5 students slip out of 
ashram school for Navratri

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Cockroach 
Janta Party (CJP) lead-
ers Saurav Das and 
Ashutosh Ranka Tuesday 
approached the Delhi 
High Court seeking an 
urgent hearing against 
the extension of their 
judicial custody.

Das and Ranka sought 
a night hearing in the 
high court, which is shut 
this week due to Dusse-
hra vacation.

A newly-appointed 
Special Executive Mag-
istrate at Mandir Marg 
police station on Mon-
day ordered their judicial 
remand for two more 

days after they were pro-
duced before him.

They were taken into 
custody on October 
13 after they allegedly 
climbed over a locked 
gate to enter Jantar Man-
tar, which had earlier 
been denotified as a des-

ignated protest site, and 
were sent to five-day judi-
cial custody.

“We have moved the 
Delhi High Court and 
requested an urgent 
night hearing. Saurav 
and Ashutosh should not 
spend a single minute 

behind bars. Their lib-
erty must not be cur-
tailed because of political 
games. Justice must not 
wait,” CJP legal affairs 
head Ratna Singh said in 
a post on X. The CJP has 
alleged that the bail pro-
ceedings in the case have 
been deliberately delayed 
to prevent the release of 
its two co-convenors.

Along with other CJP 
workers, Das and Ranka 
displayed the national 
flag at the site and 
shouted slogans against 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar 
before being detained 
and placed under preven-
tive arrest.

Saurav Das, Ashutosh Ranka move 
Delhi HC against judicial custody

|  JAISHANKAR TO UAE COUNTERPART  | 

West Asia situation ‘matter of deep concern’
Grenade destroyed in 
controlled explosion 
Press Trust Of India

RAJOURI/JAMMU: A gre-
nade was found aban-
doned near a temple in a 
remote village in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Rajouri 
district on Tuesday, 
prompting police to rush 
a bomb disposal squad to 
the spot, officials said.

The explosive device 
was noticed by some 
children playing with 
construction material 
near a temple in Chattyar 
village, the officials said. 
They said the village head 
subsequently informed 
the local police station, 

following which a police 
team, accompanied by 
a bomb disposal squad, 
was rushed to the area. 
The grenade was later 
destroyed in a controlled 
explosion at an isolated 
location nearby, with no 
damage reported, the 
officials said. They said 
police have launched an 
investigation to ascertain 
how the grenade reached 
the village. A preliminary 
report suggested that the 
grenade is believed to 
have been carried into 
the village along with 
construction material, 
the officials said.

Indian students worry AI prioritising 
speed over deep learning: Report
By Aditi Khanna

The survey also 
revealed that Indian 
students believe 
artificial intelli-
gence alongside 
durable skills, 
such as creativity 
and critical think-
ing, are key for the 
future job market.

LONDON: A majority of 
Indian students worry 
that while AI helps them 
work faster, they are 

not learning material 
as deeply, according 
to a new global survey 
released in the UK this 
week. More than eight 
in 10 (82 per cent) of 
the 758 Indian students 
surveyed as part of over 
6,000 worldwide for the 
‘HP Futures 2026’ found 
that when they want to 
retain material, young 
learners still reach for 
analogue methods such 
as printing or handwrit-
ing notes.

“Educators, policy-

makers and employers 
share a responsibility to 
prepare young people 
for the opportunities 
and challenges they will 
encounter throughout 
their lives and careers,” 
said David McQuarrie, 
Chief Commercial Officer 
at HP and Chair of HP 
Futures.

“As artificial intelli-
gence rapidly transforms 
how we learn and work, 
that responsibility has 
never been more impor-
tant,” he said.

|  L U C K N O W  C A F E  O W N E R ’ S  D E A T H  |
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Raipur News
Immersion of Goddess Durga 
idols begins, a tearful farewell 
amidst chants at Mahadevghat 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: On the final day 
of Sharadiya Navratri, the 
immersion of Goddess 
Durga idols has com-
menced in Raipur, the 
capital of Chhattisgarh. 
Devotees brought the 
idols of Goddess Durga—
the primordial power 
(Adishakti) and slayer of 
the demon Mahishasura—
to the immersion site with 
deep reverence and devo-
tion. The formal immer-
sion of the idols began 
in a dedicated immer-
sion pond (kund) con-
structed near the Patan 
bridge, by the Kharun 
River at Mahadevghat. 
During the proceedings, 
devotees offered special 
prayers and bid a heart-
felt farewell to Goddess 
Durga, accompanied by 
enthusiastic chants in 
her honor. Those who 
had worshipped the God-
dess throughout the nine 
days of Navratri bid her 
farewell with teary eyes, 
expressing a wish for her 
to return again next year. 

Immersion of Durga 
idols begins at Maha-
devghat: A dedicated 
immersion pond has 
been set up by the Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 

(Zone 8) near the Kharun 
River at Mahadevghat in 
the capital city. It is at 
this designated location 
that devotees are carry-
ing out the immersion 
of the Durga idols. Upon 
arriving at the site near 
the Patan bridge, dev-
otees performed tradi-
tional rituals and prayers 
before beginning the 
immersion process. As 
the idols were immersed, 
the air was filled with 
chants dedicated to the 
Goddess. Devotees per-
formed ‘Aarti’ and prayed 
for the well-being, pros-
perity, and happiness of 
their families, society, 
and the entire state. 

For the devotees, the 
immersion of the idols—
following nine days of 
worshipping the various 
manifestations of God-
dess Durga—is a deeply 
emotional moment. It 
was with this profound 
religious sentiment that 
the devotees bid farewell 
to the Goddess. 

Goddess Durga was 
bid farewell with teary 
eyes: The tradition of 
immersing idols of God-
dess Durga at the conclu-
sion of Sharadiya Navratri 
holds special religious 
significance. 
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HIGHLIGHT

z Two artists from 
Ch’garh receive 
prestigious Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Ustad 
Bismillah Khan Yuva 
Puraskar at ceremony 
in New Delhi

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai 
stated that the festival 
of Vijayadashami is not 
merely a celebration of 
the victory of good over 
evil; it is a significant cul-
tural occasion that imparts 
an eternal message—to 
remain steadfast on the 
path of truth, righteous-
ness (Dharma), justice, 
and humanity. The life of 
Lord Ram teaches us that 
no matter how difficult 
or challenging the path of 
truth may be, ultimately, it 
is truth and righteousness 
that prevail. Whenever 
we are faced with a choice 
between right and wrong, 
we must always stand on 
the side of truth, justice, 
and humanity; for the side 
we choose to stand with 
serves as the true reflec-
tion of our character and 
values.

CM Sai was addressing 
the Vijayadashami festival 
held today at the historic 
WRS Ground in the cap-
ital, Raipur. Amidst the 
presence of thousands 
of people and chants in 
honour of Lord Ram, 
the Chief Minister used a 
bow and arrow to set fire 
to the massive effigies of 
Ravana, Kumbhakarna, 
and Meghnada. On this 
occasion, he extended his 
heartfelt greetings and 

best wishes to the people 
of the state, praying for 
happiness, peace, pros-
perity, and well-being 
in everyone’s life. Chief 
Minister Shri Sai stated 
that Vijayadashami is a 
symbol of our rich cul-
tural heritage, social har-

mony, and national unity. 
This festival not only con-
nects us to our culture 
and traditions but also 
inspires us to strengthen 
harmony, morality, and 
human values within soci-
ety. CM Sai noted that the 
WRS Ground in Raipur 
has been a witness to the 
glorious tradition of the 
Vijayadashami celebration 
for over five decades. Each 
year, through the burning 
of the effigy of Ravana, the 
message of the victory of 
righteousness over unrigh-
teousness and truth over 
falsehood is conveyed 
to the public. This long-
standing tradition is more 
than just a celebration; it 
serves as a vital medium 
for keeping our cultural 
consciousness alive and 
connecting the new gen-

eration with Indian values 
of life.

He remarked that 
Vijayadashami reminds 
us that the true strength 
of a society and a nation 
lies in truth, virtue, unity, 
and justice. These val-
ues, embedded in our 
cultural traditions, have 
inspired us, generation 
after generation, to fol-
low the right path. CM 
Sai highlighted that the 
festival of Vijayadashami 
holds special significance 
for the people of Chhat-
tisgarh, as Lord Shri Ram 
shares a profound and inti-
mate connection with this 
sacred land. Chhattisgarh 
is considered the maternal 
home of Mata Kaushalya 
and the ancestral home of 
Lord Shri Ram’s maternal 
family. 

‘Vijayadashami is triumph 
of truth and righteousness’
The Chief Minister set ablaze the effigies of Ravana, Kumbhakarna, and 

Meghnada at the historic WRS Ground in Raipur.

FASTFACTS

z  Chhattisgarh shares 
a deep, personal bond 
with Lord Ram; it is the 
maternal home of Mata 
Kaushalya and the 
ancestral home of Lord 
Ram’s maternal family.

zUpholding truth, 
justice, and humanity 
is the true embodiment 
of Lord Ram’s ideals: 
Chief Minister Shri Sai

CM Sai to 
inaugurate 
workshop 
today
RAIPUR: The state govern-
ment is launching a sig-
nificant initiative focused 
on the planned and sus-
tainable development 
of cities in Chhattisgarh, 
the expansion of mod-
ern urban infrastructure, 
and the enhancement 
of the financial capacity 
of urban local bodies. 
On October 21 at 10:00 
AM, Chief Minister Shri 
Vishnu Deo Sai will inau-
gurate a one-day regional 
capacity-building work-
shop on the ‘Urban 
Challenge Fund’ (UCF) 
and ‘Urban Infrastruc-
ture Financing’ in Naya  
Raipur.

The workshop will 
bring together policy-
makers and experts 
from across the country 
specializing in urban 
development, financial 
management, and infra-
structure. Key topics 
to be discussed include 
mobilizing new finan-
cial resources for urban 
development, attracting 
private investment, issu-
ing municipal bonds, 
developing infrastruc-
ture through Public-Pri-
vate Partnerships (PPP), 
and ensuring the finan-
cial viability of affordable 
housing projects.

In the presence of 
Chief Minister Sai, the 
Urban Administra-
tion and Development 
Department will also sign 
two significant Memo-
randums of Understand-
ing (MoUs) with HUDCO 
and CEPT University. 

E-CHALLAN

Raipur Police 
tops the list 
in E-Challan 
collections

RAIPUR: In Raipur, Rs 
8.94 crore has been col-
lected through e-chal-
lans over the past eight 
months. However, the 
city’s roads and traffic 
signals remain in a dilap-
idated state, causing sig-
nificant inconvenience 
to citizens. In the capital 
city of Raipur, approx-
imately Rs 9 crore has 
been collected through 
e-challans for traffic rule 
violations over the last 
eight months. According 
to data obtained under 
the Right to Information 
(RTI) Act, a total of Rs 
8,94,32,350 was collected 
as fines within the Raipur 
Police Commissionerate 
jurisdiction between Jan-
uary and August 2026. 
Meanwhile, concerns are 
being raised regarding 
the city’s poor road con-
ditions, potholes, and 
disorganized traffic sig-
nals—leaving citizens to 
wonder: when will they 
finally receive better traf-
fic infrastructure?

According to informa-
tion obtained via RTI, the 
highest amount was col-
lected in March 2026. 

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

Rail Projects Worth Rs 
54,000 cr underway 
in the state; Chhattis-
garh receives Railway 
Budget allocation of 
Rs 7,470 cr this year

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
added a historic chap-
ter to the expansion of 
its railway connectivity 
on Tuesday as Union 
Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw and Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo 
Sai flagged off the new 
Raoghat–Raipur and Rai-
pur–Kurud passenger 
train services from Rai-
pur Railway Station. On 
the occasion, the Tadoki–
Raoghat and Abhanpur–
Kurud rail sections were 
inaugurated, and the 
foundation stone was 
laid for a modern electric 
locomotive maintenance 
facility in Raipur. With 

the completion of the 
railway line from Tadoki 
to Raoghat, the remote 
region of Raoghat has 
been connected to the 
rail network for the first 
time since Indepen-
dence. 

This milestone is par-
ticularly significant for 
the remote and tribal 
areas of Bastar and 
southern Chhattisgarh. 
The new passenger ser-
vices will improve con-
nectivity with the state 
capital, Raipur, and 
other major centres, 
facilitating travel while 
providing fresh impetus 
to trade, industry, educa-

tion, healthcare, employ-
ment and the local econ-
omy.Congratulating the 
people of Chhattisgarh 
on the historic occasion, 
CM Sai said railway infra-
structure development 
in the state has gained 
unprecedented momen-
tum under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. He said 
that the Centre and state 
governments, working 
together under the dou-
ble-engine governance 
model, are committed 
to ensuring that modern 
railway facilities reach 
not only major cities but 
also remote and tribal 

regions, including Bas-
tar and Surguja.  CM 
Sai said that arrival of 
trains in Raoghat was not 
merely the completion 
of a railway project but 
the opening of new ave-
nues for Bastar’s devel-
opment. 

Wherever railway con-
nectivity expands, devel-
opment gathers momen-
tum. It makes travel 
easier, improves access 
to markets, encourages 
industries and invest-
ment, and creates new 
employment and liveli-
hood opportunities for 
young people. 

|  T A D O K I – R A O G H A T  A N D  A B H A N P U R – K U R U D  R A I L  S E C T I O N S  |

Union Rly Minister, CM Sai 
flag off two passenger trains

MP Agrawal worships 
Goddess Durga on 
Mahanavami

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: On the auspi-
cious occasion of Mahana-
vami during the Sharadiya 
Navaratri festival, Raipur 
Lok Sabha MP Brijmohan 
Agrawal visited various 
Durga Puja pandals and 
religious sites across the 
capital to offer prayers to 
Goddess Jagadamba. He 
participated in the Durga 
Puja celebrations orga-
nized by the Bengali com-
munity at the ‘Poojya Shri 
Jagadguru Shankaracha-
rya Ashram’ in Boriyakala 
and at Mana Camp, where 
he performed rituals with 
due reverence. During 
these visits, he prayed to 
Goddess Durga for the 
happiness, prosperity, 
peace, and good health of 
the people of the state. 

Special prayers were 
offered at the Shankar-
acharya Ashram; on the 
occasion of Mahanavami, 
MP Brijmohan Agrawal 
visited the Shankaracha-
rya Ashram in Boriyakala. 
There, he offered prayers 
to Goddess Jagadamba 
and sought the blessings 
of the saints present. 

Appreciating the 
spiritual atmosphere 
of the ashram, the MP 
remarked that its divinity 
and positive energy bring 
immense peace to the 
mind. 

He expressed that it 
is a privilege for him to 
visit religious sites and 
worship the Goddess. He 
further noted that the fes-
tival of Navaratri, within 
Indian culture, serves as a 
symbol of devotion.

FASTFACTS

z Tadoki–Raoghat and 
Abhanpur–Kurud Rail 
sections inaugurated; 
foundation laid for 
modern electric 
locomotive 
maintenance facility in 
Raipur

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh’s 
rich artistic traditions, 
cultural heritage and 
theatre have received 
national recognition, 
with two distinguished 
artists from the state 
being honoured with the 
prestigious Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Ustad Bismillah 
Khan Yuva Puraskar. At a 
ceremony held on Octo-
ber 19, 2026, at the Megh-
doot Theatre Complex, 
Rabindra Bhavan, New 
Delhi, Union Minister 

for Culture and Tourism 
Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat honoured Dr Anand 
Pandey of Jashpur for his 
contribution to theatre 
and acting, and Ghan-
shyam Sahu of Sarangarh 
for his distinctive play-
writing and impactful 
screenplay writing for 
Chhattisgarhi films.

Dr Pandey has worked 
to nurture theatre in the 
remote tribal region of 
Jashpur, while Shri Sahu 
has made notable contri-
butions to dramatic writ-
ing and Chhattisgarhi cin-

ema. Their achievements 
have brought recognition 
to the state’s creative tal-
ent, cultural richness and 
theatrical traditions at 
the national level.

The success of these 
artists, who have estab-
lished their identities on 

the national stage despite 
emerging from remote 
forest regions and small 
towns, demonstrates 
that talent and creativ-
ity transcend geograph-
ical boundaries. Their 
dedication to art, sus-
tained practice and cre-

ative commitment have 
strengthened Chhattis-
garh’s presence in India’s 
cultural landscape.

Dr Anand Pandey of 
Jashpur gives new rec-
ognition to theatre

Dr Anand Pandey, who 
has worked to carry for-
ward theatre traditions in 
the remote tribal region 
of Jashpur and establish a 
distinct identity through 
his acting, received the 
prestigious Ustad Bismil-
lah Khan Yuva Puraskar 
for excellence in acting. 

His achievement is a 

source of inspiration for 
artists associated with 
theatre in Jashpur, the 
entire Surguja region and 
Chhattisgarh. His artistic 
journey demonstrates 
that talent, hard work 
and dedication can earn 

national recognition even 
in remote areas with lim-
ited resources.

Ghanshyam Sahu of 
Sarangarh brings rec-
ognition to playwriting 
and Ch’garhi cinema

Ghanshyam Sahu of 
Sarangarh has been hon-
oured nationally for his 
distinctive playwriting 
and outstanding screen-
play writing for Chhattis-
garhi films. 

His achievement is 
significant for the state’s 
literary, theatrical and 
cinematic creativity. 

|  SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI USTAD BISMILLAH KHAN YUVA PURASKAR | 

Ch’garh artists bring laurels to state at national level

CG State Official 
6 Reds Snooker 
C’ship to cue off 
on Oct 30
RAIPUR: Mr. SNOOKER 
at Omaya Gardens is 
set to host the official 
Chhattisgarh State 6 Reds 
Snooker Championship 
starting from October 
30. The state-level tour-
nament will serve as the 
official selection trials 
to identify cueists who 
will represent Chhattis-
garh at the upcoming 
National Championship 
in Bangalore. The com-
petition will feature four 
categories: Men, Women, 
Juniors, and Sub-Juniors. 
To ensure competitive 
play, entries have been 
strictly capped at 32 par-
ticipants per category on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis.

Matches up to the 
quarter-finals will follow 
a best-of-7 frames format, 
while the semi-finals and 
finals will be contested 
over a best-of-9 frames 
format. Cueists interested 
in competing must com-
plete their registration 
and submit the entry 
fee before October 25 
(9:00 PM). 

WEATHER UPDATE

Clear skies in 
Raipur; night 
temperatures to 
drop in two days
RAIPUR: The sky in Rai-
pur will remain clear 
today, and the weather 
across Chhattisgarh is 
expected to stay dry for 
the next five days. Night 
temperatures may see 
a drop of one to two 
degrees in two days’ 
time.

The weather in the 
capital, Raipur, will be 
pleasant and clear today. 
The maximum tem-
perature in the city is 
expected to be around 
33 degrees, while the 
minimum temperature 
may hover around 24 
degrees. Raipur’s max-
imum temperature has 
reached 34 degrees—two 
degrees above the nor-
mal range.

Accused caught red-
handed by Dhamtari 
police while attempting 
to sell 146 diamonds on 
Dussehra; the stones 
were stolen from a mine 
eight years ago.

Light rain may occur 
in one or two places 
across the state; how-
ever, no specific warning 
has been issued. Follow-
ing this, the weather will 
become completely dry. 
Over the last 24 hours, 
the lowest temperature 
was recorded in Ambika-
pur. The minimum tem-
perature in Ambikapur 
was 16.5 degrees.

OBITUARY

M. Vishwakarma

RAIPUR: Maya Vish-
wakarma, R/o H.No. 68, 
Wood Island Colony, near 
Mahadev Ghat, Amlesh-
war, breathed her last 
here on Oct 19. The final 
rites were performed on 
Oct 20. She was mother 
of Satyam Vishwakarma 
and Shikha and Shiva.



Special registration 
camps to be held  for 
first-time voters 
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur will organise 
special voter regis-
tration camps across 
educational institu-
tions to enrol eligible 
young citizens.

 
BILASPUR: The dis-
trict election office has 
directed electoral regis-
tration officers to orga-
nise special camps in 
schools, colleges and 
universities across Bilas-
pur district by October 
21, 2026, to facilitate the 
registration of new and 
young voters. The initia-
tive follows the guidelines 
of the Election Commis-
sion of India and aims to 
ensure that eligible citi-
zens are included in the 
electoral rolls.

The special campaign 
will focus on eligible cit-
izens whose names have 
not yet been included 
in the voter list, as well 
as individuals whose 
names were previously 
deleted and who are eli-
gible to seek registration 
again. The administra-
tion intends to increase 
awareness among young 
people and encourage 
their participation in the 
electoral process.

As part of the drive, 
educational institutions 
offering classes from 
ninth to twelfth standard, 
along with colleges and 

universities, will conduct 
awareness activities and 
registration camps. Elec-
toral Literacy Clubs will 
play an important role in 
informing students about 
voter registration proce-
dures and helping eligible 
young citizens complete 
the necessary formalities.

Booth Level Officers 
will assist the institutions 
in identifying eligible 
applicants and facilitat-
ing their registration. The 
district election office 
has instructed officials 
of the School Education 
and Higher Education 
departments to ensure 
that camps are organised 
in all educational institu-
tions under their respec-
tive jurisdictions. The 
departments have also 
been asked to provide 
information about the 
scheduled dates of the 
camps to the district elec-
tion office without delay.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur Division 
will engage passen-
gers and residents to 
improve railway ser-
vices, station facilities, 
and cleanliness.

BILASPUR: The South East 
Central Railway’s Bilas-
pur Division will organise 
a one-day Pan-India Rail 
Public Interaction Pro-
gramme on October 22 
at Bilaspur and all other 
railway stations under its 
jurisdiction. The initiative 
will be conducted under 
Special Campaign 6.0 in 
accordance with Railway 
Board guidelines.

The programme aims 
to provide passengers 
and members of the pub-
lic with an opportunity 
to directly communicate 
their concerns, sugges-
tions, and expectations to 
railway officials. During 
the interactions, railway 
officers and employees 
will engage with passen-

gers, young people, and 
local residents to gather 
feedback on passenger 
amenities, station facil-
ities, cleanliness, and 
other railway services. 

Particular emphasis 
will be placed on record-
ing complaints, under-

standing passenger dif-
ficulties, and identifying 
practical measures to 
improve services. Offi-
cials will encourage par-
ticipants to share sug-
gestions that could help 
make railway facilities 
more accessible, conve-
nient, and responsive to 
public needs.

Feedback received 
during the programme 
will be documented 
through the prescribed 
procedure. The divi-
sional railway administra-
tion will take necessary 
action to address the 
issues raised and con-

sider useful suggestions 
for improving passenger 
services. The initiative is 
intended to strengthen 
public participation and 
promote greater account-
ability in railway adminis-
tration. 

Following the inter-
action programme, a 
cleanliness drive will be 
conducted at participat-
ing stations and railway 
premises. The activities 
will focus on maintaining 
clean and organised sur-
roundings while encour-
aging passengers and 
local residents to contrib-
ute to better sanitation 
practices.

The programme 
forms part of the railway 
administration’s efforts 
to improve service deliv-
ery through direct public 
engagement. It will also 
provide an opportunity 
to identify areas requir-
ing attention and under-
stand passengers’ expec-
tations regarding station 
management and every-
day railway services. 

| INTERACTION  |

Officials to interact with passengers  
in Bilaspur Rly Division on Oct 22

Eight cows died, several others 
critical in Sewar cattle shelter 
Central Chronicle News

Eight cows died and 
several other cattle 
were reportedly in 
critical condition at a 
cattle shelter in Sewar 
village

 
BILASPUR:  Eight cows died 
and several other cattle 
were reportedly in critical 
condition at a cattle shelter 
in Sewar village, triggering 
concern among residents. 
Villagers have alleged that 
a shortage of fodder and 
drinking water, along with 
delays in medical treat-
ment, led to the deteriora-
tion of the animals’ condi-
tion. Officials have ordered 
an investigation into the 
incident. According to vil-
lagers, stray cattle were 
kept in a temporary enclo-
sure in the Bhata area to 
protect standing crops in 
nearby fields from damage.  
The gram panchayat was 
responsible for managing 
the shelter and caring for 
the animals. Villagers ents 
alleged that inadequate 
fodder, a lack of clean 

drinking water and poor 
sanitation contributed 
to the situation. Villagers 
claimed that cattle began 
dying suddenly on Satur-
day, but veterinary author-
ities were not informed in 
time. They alleged that sev-
eral animals remained in 
distress from the morning, 
with treatment arrange-
ments reportedly unavail-
able until late in the eve-

ning. Sarpanch Dilharan 
Rajak and deputy sarpanch 
Raja Dahariya were also 
reportedly informed about 
the incident around two 
hours after it occurred. 
However, the actual cause 
of the deaths will be estab-
lished only after an investi-
gation. 

Villagers Gyaneshwar 
Sahu, Rameshwar Rajak, 
Aditya Verma, Arjun 
Yadav and Melau Dhruv 
expressed concern over 
the condition of the shelter 
and demanded a high-level 
inquiry. They called for reg-
ular arrangements for fod-
der, clean water, sanitation 
and veterinary care, along 
with strict action against 
anyone found responsible 
for negligence. 

FASTFACTS

z Officials will collect 
public feedback, 
address grievances, 
document suggestions, 
and conduct cleanliness 
drives across 
participating stations.

DEMISE   

Under-trial 
woman died 
during treatment
BILASPUR: An undertrial 
tribal woman lodged 
in Bilaspur Central Jail 
passed away while under-
going medical treatment 
at Apollo Hospital follow-
ing a severe deterioration 
in her health.

The deceased, identi-
fied as Nisha Dhruve, a 
resident of Torwa, was 
remanded to judicial cus-
tody along with her hus-
band Gopichand Dhruve 
on October 10 in connec-
tion with a case registered 
under the POCSO Act. On 
October 12, her health 
suddenly degraded inside 
the prison, prompting 
authorities to rush her 
to CIMS Hospital. As her 
condition turned criti-
cal due to multi-organ 
complications, doctors 
referred her to Apollo 
Hospital for specialized 
care, where she suc-
cumbed during treat-
ment on October 14.

ATTACK 

MIC member and 
BJP councilor 
Maurya assaulted 
BILASPUR: Municipal Cor-
poration Mayor-in-Council 
(MIC) member, senior BJP 
councillor, and vegetable 
trader Bandhu Maurya was 
surrounded and assaulted 
by a group of seven to 
eight individuals at the 
Tifra Wholesale Vegetable 
Market in Bilaspur. Com-
panions present with Mau-
rya were also reportedly 
attacked during the alter-
cation, which was cap-
tured on CCTV cameras 
installed within the market 
premises.

Preliminary details sug-
gest the attack was fueled 
by an ongoing rivalry, with 
the assailants allegedly 
attempting to coerce Mau-
rya into reaching a com-
promise regarding a pre-
viously registered dispute. 
Following the assault, the 
Sirgitti police station reg-
istered a case and initi-
ated a investigation. Law 
enforcement officials are 
reviewing the CCTV foot-
age to identify all suspects 
involved, clarify how the 
clash began, and deter-
mine their specific roles. 
The incident has drawn 
significant attention across 
the city, escalating existing 
safety concerns surround-
ing the councillor. The 
attack comes in the wake 
of earlier reports alleging 
that a contract hit (supari) 
had been taken out against 
Maurya’s life.

FINE 

Fine imposed 
for delaying 
appeal 

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  The proposed 
Direct Benefit Transfer 
(DBT) system for paddy 
procurement payments 
remains unimplemented 
in Chhattisgarh, forcing 
farmers to depend on 
the traditional payment 
mechanism for the sec-
ond consecutive year. 
The system was intended 
to transfer procurement 
payments directly into 
farmers’ Aadhaar-linked 
bank accounts. District 
Cooperative Central 

Banks have raised con-
cerns over the financial 
implications of imple-
menting DBT. Under the 

existing arrangement, 
procurement funds are 
initially deposited with 
cooperative banks before 

being disbursed to farm-
ers. This enables the 
banks to earn approx-
imately four per cent 

interest income, which 
helps meet their opera-
tional and administrative 
expenses. Rajnish Singh, 
Chairman of the District 
Cooperative Central Bank 
Ltd., Bilaspur, said the 
process of linking farm-
ers’ Aadhaar details with 
their bank accounts was 
underway. However, he 
clarified that operational 
decisions regarding DBT 
would depend on official 
guidelines issued by the 
state government for the 
forthcoming procure-
ment drive.

| PADDY PAYMENT  | 

Co-operative Banks stall paddy payment DBT roll-out
Monsoon restriction ends, 
6 sand quarries reopened  
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Sand min-
ing and transportation 
restrictions imposed 
during the monsoon sea-
son have ended, with six 
authorised sand quar-
ries in Bilaspur district 
set to resume operations 
from October 16. The 
Mineral Department has 
completed preparations 
to restart extraction in 
accordance with environ-
mental clearances and 
prescribed regulatory 
standards. The restric-
tions had been in force 

from June 15 to October 
15 to protect rivers and 
maintain ecological bal-
ance during the rainy sea-
son, in accordance with 
National Green Tribunal 
guidelines. 

With the ban lifted, 
residents and people 
involved in construction 
work are expected to 
receive relief as the avail-
ability of sand improves. 
The closure of sand 
quarries had slowed con-
struction activities and 
reportedly contributed 
to shortages and rising 
prices in the market. 

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: A major fire 
broke out at the Atal 
Awas residential complex 
near Muktidham in Sar-
kanda late Sunday night, 
triggering panic among 
residents after flames 
and thick smoke spread 
across two residential 
blocks. Families living 
in 24 flats were affected, 
and several occupants, 
including women and 
children, faced difficul-
ties escaping as smoke 
filled staircases and 
blocked access to exits.

The fire reportedly 
erupted on the ground 
floor at aro und 1 am and 
quickly spread through 
the residential complex. 
With visibility severely 
reduced and escape 
routes becoming difficult 
to use, residents scram-
bled to find ways out of 
their flats. Some occu-
pants reportedly jumped 
from upper-floor win-
dows in desperation, sus-
taining injuries or risk-
ing serious harm while 
attempting to escape the 
flames. As the situation 
deteriorated, local youths 
and nearby residents 
stepped forward to help 
those trapped inside. 
They used ropes, bed-
sheets and saris to reach 
people on balconies and 

lower women, children 
and elderly residents to 
safer areas. Some rescu-
ers climbed perimeter 
walls and approached 
affected flats to assist 
occupants who could not 
reach the staircases.

Personnel from the 
Sarkanda police station, 
the fire department and 
the electricity board sub-
sequently joined the res-
cue and firefighting oper-
ations. Emergency teams 
worked through the night 

to control the flames, 
secure the premises and 
prevent further danger 
to residents. Their inter-
vention helped bring the 
situation under control.

According to prelim-
inary information, one 
person sustained injuries 
during the escape. No 
fatalities were reported. 
However, the fire caused 
substantial damage to 
property, with five motor-
cycles parked on the 
ground floor completely 
gutted. The exact extent 
of damage to the affected 

flats was not immediately 
established. Preliminary 
findings indicated that an 
electrical short-circuit, 
possibly linked to poorly 
maintained wiring, may 
have triggered the blaze. 
However, the suspected 
cause has not been con-
clusively established, and 
police are investigating 
the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident.

 The electricity sup-
ply was also temporarily 
restored to facilitate the 
safe return of residents to 
their flats. 

Atal Awas: Fire traps 24 flats; 
Residents escape in panic

Residents rescued from smoke-filled flats as fire engulfs two residential blocks  
in Sarkanda late Sunday night.

FASTFACTS

z Local youths used 
ropes, bedsheets and 
saris to rescue trapped 
residents.

zOne person was 
injured, while five 
motorcycles were 
gutted in the blaze.

Food poisoning 
grips 7 members 
of a family 
BILASPUR: Seven mem-
bers of a family fell ill 
after eating gupchup at 
the CMD College ground 
late on Sunday night, 
prompting their admis-
sion to the Chhattisgarh 
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (CIMS) in Bilas-
pur. The affected group 
includes men, women 
and children, and all are 
currently undergoing 
treatment under medical 
supervision. According 
to information received, 
the family belongs to Par-
sada village under Sakri 
police station limits and 
had travelled to Bilaspur 
to visit Durga idols during 
the festive celebrations. 

At around midnight, 
they ate gupchup at the 
CMD College ground. 
Shortly afterwards, the 
health of seven family 
members reportedly 
deteriorated, raising sus-
picions of food poison-
ing. Those affected have 
been identified as San-
toshi Sahu, 27; Mahesh 
Sahu, 32; Somesh Sahu, 
15; Suman Sahu, 18; 
Sujita Sahu, 16; Prabha 
Sahu, 26; and six-year-
old Shivansh Sahu. All 
seven were taken to CIMS 
for treatment. The inci-
dent has raised concerns 
about food quality and 
the safety of items sold 
by roadside vendors dur-
ing the festive season. 
However, a direct link 
between the food con-
sumed and the family 
members’ illness has not 
yet been confirmed. 
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“District election office 
will conduct special voter 

registration camps in colleges 
and institutions to enroll 

eligible young voters.” 

Sanjay Agrawal   
Collector, Bilaspur 

BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court has 
imposed a cost of Rs 
38,000 on Punjab Road-
ways after the company 
filed an appeal 389 days 
late against a tribunal’s 
order awarding compen-
sation of Rs 1,00,09,160 to 
the family of a person killed 
in a road accident. Justice 
Sanjay Kumar Jaiswal’s sin-
gle-judge bench condoned 
the delay and admitted the 
appeal for hearing, sub-
ject to certain conditions.  
The tribunal had directed 
the road transport com-
pany to pay Rs 1,00,09,160 
in compensation to the 
deceased’s family. 

Councilor  inspect residential complex

In the morning hours, Ward No. 62 Councilor 
Seema Rajesh Shukla and the Municipal Commis-
sioner inspected the affected residential complex 
and reviewed the situation. Arrangements were 
made to provide basic necessities and temporary 
shelter to affected families at Ramdulare School.

FASTFACTS

z Election officials 
will coordinate with 
schools and colleges 
to ensure eligible 
students complete 
voter registration 
before October 21.

FASTFACTS

z  Local villagers 
alleged that inadequate 
fodder, a lack of 
clean drinking water 
and poor sanitation 
contributed to the 
situation. 

“The process of 
linking farmers’ 
Aadhaar details 
with their bank 

accounts is 
underway.“ 

Rajnish Singh, Chairman 
Dist Co-op Bank 
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NEW DELHI: Jio Platforms 
is positioning itself as 
a technology company 
rather than merely a tele-
com operator, with arti-
ficial intelligence (AI), 
cloud computing and 
digital services expected 
to drive its next phase of 
growth, Managing Direc-
tor Akash Ambani said on 
Tuesday ahead of its ini-
tial public offering (IPO). 
The Reliance Industries 
subsidiary plans to raise 
approximately Rs 30,213 
crore through a fresh issue 

of shares, potentially mak-
ing it India’s largest-ever 
IPO. The issue opens on 
October 21 and closes on 
October 23, with a price 
band of Rs 1,065- Rs 1,119 
per share. At the upper 
end, the company is val-
ued at approximately $108 
billion.
 Ambani said Jio’s tech-
nology platform supports 
533.3 million customers 
through its 5G network, 
cloud-native infrastruc-
ture and software capa-
bilities. The company 
plans to expand across 
home broadband, enter-

prise digital solutions, AI 
and cloud services, while 
exploring satellite connec-
tivity and next-generation 
6G technology. He high-
lighted substantial growth 
opportunities, noting that 
around 26 crore Indi-
ans still use 2G services 

and fixed 
broadband 
r e a c h e s 
only about 
21 per cent 
of Indian 
households. 

Digital-services adoption 
among more than 7.9 crore 
micro, small and medium 
enterprises remains below 
three per cent. Of the 
IPO’s net proceeds, up to 
Rs 27,500 crore will be 
used to repay or prepay 
borrowings of Reliance Jio 
Infocomm, strengthening 
the company’s balance 
sheet and providing finan-

cial flexibility for future 
investments. Jio is also 
expanding its AI offerings 
through partnerships with 
Google and Meta.

 Ambani said eligible 
users are being offered 
Google’s AI Pro plan at 
no additional cost for 
18 months, while a Reli-
ance–Meta joint venture 
aims to distribute enter-
prise AI products. The 
offering includes reser-
vations of up to Rs 2,500 
crore for eligible Reliance 
Industries sharehold-
ers and Rs 500 crore for  
eligible employees.

Press Trust Of India

India-New Zealand 
FTA takes effect, 
granting duty-free 
access to Indian 
exports.

NEW DELHI: The India-
New Zealand Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA), signed 
on April 27, came into 
effect on Tuesday, pro-
viding duty-free access to 
a range of Indian goods, 
including products from 
labour-intensive sec-
tors such as textiles and 
leather. It is the seventh 
trade pact to come into 
force in the last five years. 
The others are agree-
ments with the UAE, Mau-
ritius, the European Free 
Trade Association (EFTA) 
bloc, the UK, Oman and 
Australia. Signed on April 
27, 2026, the agreement 
follows negotiations 
launched in 2010, stalled 
in 2015 and revived in 
March 2025. The pact 
becomes India’s 17th oper-
ational FTA. New Zealand 

Prime Minister Christo-
pher Luxon said “As of 
today, our historic Free 
Trade Agreement with 
India is in effect. Work-
ing closely with Prime 
Minister @narendramodi, 
we’ve delivered a deal 
that will help grow both of 
our economies”.

He said that from Tues-
day, Kiwi businesses can 
reach over a billion more 
customers with signifi-
cantly reduced tariffs.

“That means it’s eas-
ier for Kiwi businesses to 
sell more, hire more staff, 
invest in machinery and 
expand, creating more 
jobs and higher wages for 
Kiwis. That’s more money 
flowing into Kiwi commu-
nities. That’s why National 
has been hustling on the 
world stage, getting trade 
deals done,” Luxon said in 
a social media post. 

Jio bets on Artificial Intelligence, 
Cloud ahead of mega IPO

Jio Platforms plans a Rs 30,213-crore IPO, targeting growth in artificial intelligence, cloud computing, 
broadband, enterprise solutions and next-generation connectivity beyond telecom.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre is 
set to review the National 
Mineral Policy, 2019, to 
align it with evolving sec-
tor demands, focusing on 
key priorities such as crit-
ical minerals, recycling, 
and deep-sea resources, 
according to sources. 
The Mines Ministry has 
decided to constitute 
a panel to undertake a 
comprehensive review of 
the policy in the light of 
recent developments and 

emerging requirements, 
the sources said.

The nine-member com-
mittee will be chaired by 
the Additional Secretary 
in the Mines Ministry, they 
said. The panel has been 
tasked with reviewing the 
National Mineral Policy, 
2019, in view of develop-
ments in the mineral sec-
tor since its formulation, 
identifying provisions 
that need modification, 
and recommending a 
comprehensive revision 
of the policy. It has been 

asked to submit its recom-
mendations within two 
months of its constitution, 
sources said. The National 
Mineral Policy, 2019, was 

approved by the Union 
Cabinet chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
It was aimed at ensuring 
more effective regulation 
and sustainable develop-
ment of the mining sec-
tor, and addressing the 
concerns of project-af-
fected persons, particu-
larly those living in tribal 
areas. The policy sought 
to create a more effective, 
meaningful and imple-
mentable framework by 
bringing in greater trans-
parency, better regula-

tion and enforcement, 
balanced social and eco-
nomic growth, and sus-
tainable mining practices. 
It also included provisions 
to boost the mining sec-
tor, such as measures to 
encourage exploration, 
attract private investment, 
promote ease of doing 
business and ensure scien-
tific and sustainable min-
ing. B K Bhatia, mining 
industry expert and for-
mer Director General of 
the Federation of Indian 
Mineral Industries (FIMI).

| NATIONAL MINERAL POLICY | 

Government to review 2019 mineral policy
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NEW DELHI: Canara Bank Managing 
Director and CEO Brajesh Kumar 
Singh has said the sale of the lend-
er’s subsidiary, Canbank Factors, is 
expected to be completed during 
the current financial year, generating 
around Rs 80.5 crore for the bank’s 
balance sheet. The bank’s board on 
August 29 decided to sell unlisted 
subsidiary Canbank Factors Ltd to 
Vidvedaa Private Ltd for Rs 80.5 crore. 
The board of directors has accorded 
consent for sale of 70 per cent bank’s 
stake through transfer of 100 per cent 
equity shares of the company. “We 
expect the transaction to be com-
pleted either by the end of the third 
quarter or during the fourth quarter, 
subject to regulatory approval,” Singh 
told PTI.

In a bid to bring down cost of fund, 
he said, the bank has replaced a part 
of high cost bulk deposits with the For-
eign Currency Non-Resident (FCNR) 
deposits. The bank has mobilised USD 
5.8 billion from FCNR(B) deposits till 
August 31, the last date for conces-
sional forex swap window. The bank 
has almost utilised the funds garnered 
from FCNR deposits, he said.

On the outlook for net interest 
margin (NIM), Singh said, it will be 
in the range between 2.5 per cent 
and 2.6 per cent considering a rate 
hike 25 basis points. “With the festive 
season expected to boost consump-

tion, we anticipate strong growth in 
retail lending, supported by higher 
consumer spending. This should also 
help improve our margins,” he said. 
About 53 per cent of the bank’s loan 
book is repo rate-linked, which has 
seen increase following the RBI’s rate 
hike earlier this month. For the sec-
ond quarter ended September 2026, 
Canara Bank reported an 8 per cent 
rise in net profit at Rs 5,175 crore as 
against Rs 4,774 crore in the year-ago 
period.

Total income increased to Rs 40,931 
crore in the second quarter from Rs 
38,598 crore a year ago, Canara Bank 
said in a regulatory filing. Interest 
income improved to Rs 35,159 crore 
from Rs 31,544 crore during the sec-
ond quarter of the previous fiscal year. 
Net interest income witnessed a 20 
per cent year-on-year jump during the 
quarter to Rs 11,005 crore. 

NEW DELHI: State-run Punjab National 
Bank (PNB) has cautioned its custom-
ers about AI-enabled cyberattacks, 
especially AI voice cloning, deepfakes, 
and phishing, amid surging incidents of 
fraud, and has advised them to remain 
vigilant. Highlighting that October is 
observed as National Cyber Security 
Awareness Month every year, the bank 
informed customers that fraudsters 
are using increasingly sophisticated 
methods to make their attempts more 
convincing. “Many cyber frauds today 
exploit human behaviour, particularly 
trust, fear, urgency and everyday dig-
ital habits. Fraudsters may imitate the 
voice or appearance of your family 
members, friends, or trusted persons 
and create a false emergency to seek 
an urgent transfer of money,” PNB MD 
and CEO Ashok Chandra said in his 
message to customers.

Similarly, fraudulent emails, SMS or 
messages may appear highly person-
alised and like genuine bank commu-
nications, making them more difficult 
to identify, he said, adding that they 
create panic and make customers act 
without verification. In view of rising 
incidents of cybercrimes across the 
country, the domestic public and pri-
vate sector banks are actively ramp-

ing up IT and cybersecurity invest-
ments to combat evolving threats from 
advanced artificial intelligence, quan-
tum computing risks, and strict regula-
tory mandates from the Reserve Bank 
of India.

Pointing out that all these scams 
run on the fuel called urgency, 63SATS 
Cybertech Joint MD & Joint CEO Srini-
vas L said, “A cloned voice of a son 
saying he has been arrested. A video 
of a police officer threatening a digi-
tal arrest. A message saying the bank 
account will be blocked in an hour. The 
technology has changed, but the play-
book has not. It makes people panic, 
which pressurises them to pay.” So, the 
counter is simple, Srinivas said, adding 
there is an urgent need to pause.

CANBANK FACTORS TRANSACTION

AI-ENABLED CYBERATTACKS

Transaction of Canbank Factors to be over 
before March: Canara Bank MD

PNB cautions customers of AI-led cyberattacks  
amid surging frauds
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zAkash Ambani 
positions Jio as 
technology-driven 
growth company.

India’s semiconductor 
journey gains momentum 

under semicon 2.0. 
Randhir Thakur 

Tata Electronics’ CEO and MD
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Rupee pressure 
reflects capital out-
flows, not oil alone.

NEW DELHI: Former 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) Governor D Sub-
barao has cautioned 
against attributing the 
rupee’s weakness entirely 
to the Iran conflict and 
rising crude oil prices, 
saying persistent capital 
outflows and structural 
economic challenges 
have also contributed to 
the currency’s depreci-
ation. Speaking to PTI 
on Monday, Subbarao 
said assuming the rupee 
would recover automat-
ically once geopolitical 
tensions ease would 
amount to a “misdiagno-
sis”. The rupee settled 3 
paise lower at Rs 94.92 
against the US dollar on 
Monday, pressured by 
falling domestic equities 
and recovering crude 

oil prices. Subbarao 
said foreign investors 
increasingly view Indian 
assets as expensive amid 
elevated equity valua-
tions. Meanwhile, global 
investments are flowing 
towards technology-
driven sectors, includ-
ing artificial intelligence, 
semiconductors, biotech-
nology, advanced manu-
facturing and renewable 
energy. He stressed that 
strong economic growth 
alone would not guar-
antee capital inflows or 
currency stability. India 
needs to improve produc-
tivity, strengthen export 
competitiveness, reduce 

transaction costs and 
policy uncertainty, and 
develop capabilities in 
emerging technologies.

On the RBI’s recent 
25-basis-point interest 
rate hike, Subbarao sup-
ported the decision as 
a measured response 
to the risk of inflation 
becoming entrenched. 
He noted that higher oil 
prices and an adverse 
monsoon were creating 
supply-side inflationary 
pressures that monetary 
policy could not directly 
resolve.

However, he warned 
that delaying action 
could allow inflation 
expectations to harden, 
while excessive tighten-
ing could hurt invest-
ment and economic 
growth. He also observed 
that the historically low 
interest-rate differential 
between India and the 
US could have influenced 
the monetary policy  
decision.

Subbarao warns against 
misreading Rupee weakness

India-New Zealand 
trade pact kicks in

‘Data Centre Set-up Evaluation Framework’ report

Anurag Jain, CEO, NITI Aayog, along with Prof. Abhay Karandikar, Member, NITI Aayog, and other senior officials, releasing the ‘Data Centre Set-
up Evaluation Framework’ report, in New Delhi.

|  R U P E E ’ S  W E A K N E S S  |

NEW DELHI: L&T Technology Services 
(LTTS) on Monday reported a 66.78 
per cent increase in consolidated 
net profit to Rs 548.2 crore for the 
July-September quarter of FY27, aided 
by a one-time gain from the sale of 
its Smart World and Communication 
business.

The company had posted a net 
profit (attributable to equity share-
holders) of Rs 328.7 crore in the year-
ago period, according to a regulatory 
filing. ​ Revenue from operations rose 
12.1 per cent to Rs 3,040.4 crore during 
the quarter under review, up from Rs 
2,713.3 crore in Q2 FY26. Sequentially, 
profit and revenue were up by 53.7 per 
cent and 3.4 per cent, respectively. 
The company said the sequential 
growth came as large deal wins of the 
last few quarters moved to execution. 
The profit includes a one-time gain of 
Rs 165 crore (net of tax) from the sale 
of the Smart World and Communica-
tion (SWC) business, which was part of 
the Tech segment. The business was 
sold to AMI Paradigm Solutions Pri-
vate Limited. The sale was completed 
on September 1, the filing said.

NEW DELHI:   
IndusInd Gen-
eral Insurance 
Company Ltd 
(formerly Reli-
ance General 
Insurance), part 
of IndusInd Inter-
national Hold-
ings Ltd (IIHL) Group, on Tuesday 
announced the appointment of Sharad 
Mathur as its Managing Director & CEO, 
following statutory approvals. Mathur 
brings three decades of experience in 
the insurance and financial services 
industry, with a strong track record 
in organisational transformation, dis-
tribution expansion, technology-led 
innovation, growth and governance, 
the company said in a statement. Prior 
to joining IndusInd General Insurance, 
he served as MD & CEO of Universal 
Sompo General Insurance for over six 
years, leading its transformation and 
strengthening its distribution, risk 
management, and tech-led customer 
servicing capabilities. Earlier, he held 
leadership positions at SBI General 
Insurance and ICICI Lombard.

Q2 RESULTS APPOINTMENT

L&T Tech Q2 profit 
rises 66.8 pc, revenue 
up at Rs 3,040 cr

IndusInd General 
Insurance appoints Sharad 
Mathur as MD & CEO
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‘Lucknow cafe owner 
death case can bring 
down UP govt’
Press Trust Of India

Yadav also alleged that 
television channels 
were divided over the 
cafe owner’s death, 
with some appearing 
to support Shraddha 
Dubey and others 
opposing her.

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi 
Party president Akhilesh 
Yadav on Tuesday alleged 
that the death of Lucknow 
cafe owner Shiva Sharma 
was “not an ordinary case” 
and “can bring down the 
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment”, drawing a paral-
lel with the 2020 police 
encounter of Kanpur-based 
gangster Vikas Dubey.

Responding to ques-
tions about Shraddha 
Dubey, Sharma’s alleged 
live-in partner and the 
prime accused in the case 
who has been abscond-
ing for 11 days, Yadav took 
a swipe at the police and 
the state government 
without naming anyone. 
“Justice should be deliv-
ered. Remember, the vehi-
cle had not overturned; 
the government was saved 
from being toppled,” Yadav 
said, referring to the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
the death of Vikas Dubey, 
who was killed in a police 
encounter after the vehi-
cle transporting him from 
Madhya Pradesh to Uttar 
Pradesh overturned in July 

2020. “This case, too, is not 
an ordinary one. It is a case 
that will bring down the 
government,” the former 
UP chief minister claimed, 
making a veiled reference 
to the alleged connection 
of some influential peo-
ple in the case. “There is 

Shraddha everywhere. The 
police are unable to arrest 
her. The channels here 
are also divided; some are 
with Shraddha and some 
are against her. If this is not 
true, tell me, whose side 
are you on?” he said.

Referring to a media 
interview given by Shrad-
dha Dubey, while still 
on the run, Yadav also 
alleged that some journal-
ists had access to inside 
information and claimed 
that media organisations 
were divided into different 
camps.

FASTFACTS

z The case has 
attracted attention 
amid allegations by 
Vikas Sharma’s family 
that he was assaulted 
and tortured before 
being thrown from an 
apartment building on 
October 9. 

NEW DELHI

BEED

31 sewer, septic 
tank deaths 
reported

‘Leadership 
rooted in caste 
considerations’

As many as 31 people 
have died while cleaning 
sewers and septic tanks 
so far in 2026, with com-
pensation fully paid in 
nine cases, according to 
the National Commission 
for Safai Karamcharis 
(NCSK). The commis-
sion’s data showed that 
Haryana reported the 
highest number of deaths 
so far in 2026 at eight, 
followed by Maharashtra 
and Delhi with six each.

Uttar Pradesh reported 
three deaths, while 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh 
and Rajasthan recorded 
two each. In 2025, 51 
deaths were reported, 
with compensation fully 
paid in 28 cases. Uttar 
Pradesh recorded the 
highest number of deaths 
at 10, followed by Hary-
ana and Delhi with seven 
each. In 2024, 54 deaths 
were reported, of which 
compensation was fully 
paid in 43 cases.

Across the 11 years 
listed in the state-
ment, 773 deaths were 
recorded, and compensa-
tion was fully paid in 677 
cases, according to the 
figures.

Maharashtra minister 
and BJP leader Pankaja 
Munde on Tuesday said 
that leadership rooted in 
caste considerations has 
a short shelf life, appeal-
ing to people to join 
hands and work together 
across caste and religious 
divides.

Addressing the annual 
Dussehra rally at Bhag-
wangad in Patoda teh-
sil of Beed, Munde 
announced her decision 
to adopt Antarwali Sarati 
village, the epicentre of 
the Maratha quota stir 
led by Manoj Jarange, for 
comprehensive develop-
ment. “Antarwali Sarati 
will be developed,” said 
Munde, who also serves 
as the guardian minister 
for Jalna district. Caution-
ing against confrontation, 
Munde criticised aggres-
sive agitation tactics, 
specifically referencing 
youth and Gen-Z protests.

She said public griev-
ances cannot be settled 
through street fights, but 
only through constructive 
dialogue.

NEWSLINE

Press Trust Of India

HYDERABAD/NEW DELHI:  
Days ahead of his super-
annuation, IAF chief, 
Air Chief Marshal A P 
Singh on Tuesday flew 
his final sortie aboard 
HJT-16 Kiran Mk-1 trainer 
aircraft at his alma mater 
near Hyderabad, bringing 
his distinguished flying 
career in the Indian Air 
Force a full circle.

At the end of the 
55-minute sortie at the 
Air Force Academy (AFA), 
Dundigal in Telangana, 
Singh acknowledged it 
was his “last sortie in uni-
form.”

The flight was particu-
larly special as the Chief 
of the Air Staff (CAS) 
flew with his first flying 
instructor, Wing Com-
mander V S Kochar (retd), 
in the aircraft bearing tail 
number U707, a senior 
IAF official said.

Recalling his first flight 
in January 1984 with 
Kochar in a Kiran aircraft 

at the AFA, Singh said he 
did his “last sortie in uni-
form” on Tuesday with 
his teacher by his side. 
He expressed his grati-
tude to his guru.

Air Chief Marshal 
Singh was given a water 
cannon salute as a mark 
of respect as he landed, 
concluding the sortie.

The IAF chief passed 
out from the AFA in 1984 

with a Sword of Honour.
When reminded that 

he started his flying 
career with the Kiran air-
craft and “ended” with 
the same, Singh said 
it was a “dream come 
true”.

“I started my journey 
with the same aircraft. I 
think I must be the only 
Chief who is retiring on 
the basic aircraft he flew 

is still serving. I am very 
grateful to my instructor 
Kochar sir who taught me 
flying in the beginning, 
in this place itself. So, 
I just wanted the circle 
to be complete,” he told 
reporters after landing.

Describing Singh as 
the “brightest pupil ever” 
and the “best chief”, 
73-year-old Kochar said 
it was a dream come true 
for him as well to get “one 
more trip”

“More than four 
decades later, today’s 
sortie in Kiran brought 
his flying journey in the 
IAF full circle, symbolis-
ing the enduring bond 
between a pilot, his 
instructor and the skies 
that shape professional 
life,” the official said.

|  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  F L Y I N G  C A R E E R  |

IAF chief takes final sortie near 
Hyderabad, flies iconic Kiran aircraft

‘Parents to 
face legal 
action’

Twin brothers 
found dead 
with throats slit 

ALAPPUZHA (KERALAM):  
Keralam Women and Child 
Welfare Minister Bindu 
Krishna on Tuesday said a 
case would be registered 
against the parents of a 
two-year-old child who 
died allegedly due to mal-
nutrition in Haripad in this 
coastal district. Visiting the 
child’s house, the minister 
told reporters that the gov-
ernment was committed 
to protecting children and 
would take steps to prevent 
such incidents.

She said authorities had 
earlier identified the vulner-
able living conditions of the 
children in the family and 
tried to shift them to Gan-
dhibhavan, a care home, 
but the parents threatened 
suicide, forcing officials to 
send them back home.

JAIPUR: Two 13-year-
old twin brothers were 
found murdered with 
their throats slit in Rajas-
than’s Deeg district on 
Tuesday morning, police 
said.

Vinay Chaudhary and 
Vishnu Chaudhary were 
found dead in a vacant 
plot near their house in 
Badesara village, with 
multiple cut marks and 
head injuries, they said, 
adding that blood was 
also found at the spot.

Deeg Superinten-
dent of Police Kamble S 
Gopinath said a suspect 
has been detained for 
questioning, while the 
motive behind the kill-
ings is being investigated.

According to the 
police, the brothers had 
left home this morn-
ing. When they did not 
return for a long time, 
family members began 
searching for them and 
discovered their bodies 
in a nearby plot.

The twins’ father, 
Niranjan Singh, had died 
earlier, after which they 
were living with their 
mother, Preeti, at their 
maternal grandfather 
Ghanshyam Chaudhary’s 
house.

The twins were the 
youngest of four sib-
lings. Their elder sister 
is 18 years old and their 
brother is 15.

Police said further 
investigation is under-
way to ascertain the cir-
cumstances surrounding 
the killings.

Mother-son duo dies 
as train hits them 
Press Trust Of India

BODELI (GUJARAT): A 
65-year-old woman and 
her 32-year-old son 
were killed on Tuesday 
after being hit by a train 
while crossing a nar-
row railway bridge over 
the Narmada canal in 
Chhotaudepur district, 
police said.

The incident occurred 
around noon when Gan-
jiben Bariya and her son, 
Pareshbhai Bariya, were 
walking towards agri-
cultural fields to deliver 
meals to relatives,  
police said.

“The mother-son 
duo was walking on a 
narrow railway bridge 
over the Narmada canal 
passing through Bodeli 
town. They were going 
towards the other side 
of the canal when they 
were run over by the 
Pratapnagar-Alirajpur 
train,” said sub-inspec-
tor AJ Pandya of Dabhoi 
Railway Police Station.

The bridge doesn’t 
have space for pedestri-
ans to move aside when 

a train approaches, 
police said, adding that 
the deceased were res-
idents of Jain Faliya in 
Bodeli.

Kiran Bariya, another 
son of Ganjiben, said 
his mother and brother 
were on their way to the 
fields to deliver a meal 
when the train arrived 
suddenly.

“People frequently 
cross back and forth 
here, but this train 
arrived suddenly. They 
happened to be heading 
towards the fields when 
the accident occurred,” 
he said.

He also claimed 
that locomotive pilots 
sometimes fail to blow 
the horn while passing 
through the area.

Navalsinh Bariya, an 
eyewitness, said he saw 
the woman and her son 
near the canal.

“As the train 
approached, they tried 
to run across, but they 
could not make it to the 
other side. The train 
struck them instantly,” 
he said.

Press Trust Of India

MEERUT (UP):  The death 
sentences awarded in 
the sensational Sau-
rabh Rajput and Amit 
Kashyap murder cases 
have brought renewed 
attention to other women 
lodged in Meerut’s Chaud-
hary Charan Singh District 
Jail, including several fac-
ing trial for allegedly mur-
dering their husbands.

The cases involving 
Anjali and Komal, among 
other women inmates, 
have come under the 
spotlight. However, their 
guilt and the punishment, 
if any, will be determined 
by courts on the basis of 
evidence and the pro-
ceedings in their respec-
tive cases.

Muskan and Sahil 
Shukla were sentenced 
to death in the Saurabh 
Rajput ‘blue drum’ mur-
der case, while Ravita and 
Amardeep received the 
death penalty in the Amit 
Kashyap murder case. 
Families of the convicts 
are preparing to challenge 
the verdicts in the high 
court.

Anjali, Komal face 
trial in husbands’ mur-
ders:

Anjali, a resident of 
Agwanpur village in the 
Parikshitgarh area, has 

been in jail since Novem-
ber 2025 in connection 
with the murder of her 
husband, Rahul. She is 
accused of conspiring 
with their neighbour, 
Ajay, to kill him. Accord-
ing to the allegations, 
Rahul had objected to 
their purported relation-
ship, following which he 
was called to a temple 
outside the village and 
shot dead. The trial in the 
case is underway. Anjali, 
a mother of three, works 
in cleaning and stitching 
activities in jail. She also 
participates in religious 
activities and spends her 
free time listening to the 
Ramayana and learning 
to read. Her family visits 
her occasionally. Komal 

is accused of conspiring 
to murder her husband, 
Nain Singh, a Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) consta-
ble. According to police, 
Komal allegedly planned 
the murder with Gulshan, 
her sister’s fiance. She is 
accused of pawning her 
jewellery to arrange Rs 
6 lakh to hire contract 
killers to eliminate her 
husband. The incident 
is believed to have taken 
place on April 4. Komal 
engages in cooking, stitch-
ing and knitting activities 
in jail. During counselling 
sessions, she has report-
edly expressed remorse. 
She often sits quietly after 
finishing her work, while 
her family members visit 
her occasionally. 

Ilma arrested in hus-
band’s death case:

Ilma, the wife of Talib, 
has been arrested in con-
nection with his death in 
Zakir Colony under the 
Lohianagar police station 
area.

The police allege that 
she conspired with her 
purported lover, Aman, 
and another associ-
ate to murder Talib. He 
was allegedly strangled 
with a dupatta on the 
night of September 28. 
A post-mortem report 
received on Friday cited 
asphyxiation as the cause 
of death, following which 
police arrested Ilma and 
sent her to jail. According 
to the police, Ilma had 
informed Talib’s family 
over the phone after the 
incident that he had died 
of a heart attack. The fam-
ily took the body to his 
native village, Rasoolpur 
Bhaderhi, in the Budhana 
area of Muzaffarnagar dis-
trict, where it was buried 
without a post-mortem 
examination. 

Death sentences draw 
attention to women inmates 
The families in both cases have informed the jail administration in writing 

that they intend to appoint lawyers and file appeals in the high court.

HIGHLIGHT

z The police arrested 
five people, including 
Komal and Gulshan, in 
connection with the 
case and sent them  
to jail.

Press Trust Of India

CHANDIGARH: As Home 
Minister Amit Shah 
attacked the AAP gov-
ernment in Punjab over 
the drug menace, state 
finance minister Harpal 
Singh Cheema on Tues-
day accused the central 
government of failing to 
act against synthetic drug 
manufacturers operating 
in states ruled by the BJP 
and the Congress despite 
repeated appeals from 
Punjab.

Cheema claimed that 
while the AAP govern-
ment was taking stringent 
action against drug traf-

fickers, the Centre contin-
ued to ignore the sources 
supplying synthetic and 
pharmaceutical drugs 
that were being misused 
as intoxicants in Punjab.

The senior AAP leader 
asserted that the govern-
ment led by Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Mann 
would pursue the fight 
against drugs with full 
force and would not 
allow “political consider-
ations or administrative 
obstacles” to weaken its 
resolve.

“The main sources 
of synthetic and phar-
maceutical drugs flood-
ing Punjab are in states 

governed by the BJP and 
Congress, yet the central 
government has failed 
to take decisive action 
against those manufac-
turing and supplying 
these substances. Punjab 
is fighting this menace 

on the ground, but the 
Centre is turning a blind 
eye to a serious threat to 
the lives of our youth,” he 
said.

“The most shocking 

fact is that no manufac-
turing of prescription 
medicines being misused 
as intoxicants is located 
in Punjab. These factories 
are operating in Hary-
ana, Baddi in Himachal 
Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
Ahmedabad in Gujarat. 

The Centre must 
explain why it has failed 
to act against the sources 
of this supply chain,” he 
said.

The AAP leader’s reac-
tion came as Union Home 
Minister Shah met the 
victims of drug menace 
in Punjab and said that 
the “rising audacity” 
of drug traffickers has 

raised serious questions 
about the functioning of 
the Bhagwant Mann gov-
ernment. In a statement, 
Cheema said, “Medicines 
such as Pregabalin, Gaba, 
Clomine, Tramadol, Zopi-
clone, Flu Practsol and 
Carisoprodol are being 
misused as intoxicants 
in Punjab, even though 
these medicines can 
only be obtained with 
a doctor’s prescription. 
The Punjab Government 
has repeatedly sought 
stronger legal provisions 
to stop this misuse, but 
the Centre has failed to 
provide any concrete 
response.”

|  AAP MINISTER CLAIMS | 

‘Centre failed to stop supply chain of drugs misused’

Central govt has 
failed to take 

decisive action 
against those 

manufacturing 
and supplying 

these substances. 
Harpal Singh Cheema

Punjab minister 

Lawyers and onlookers gesture victory signs inside the court premises 

after a Meerut court sentenced Muskan Rastogi to death in the Saurabh 

Rajput murder case.

Congress unit announces 
roadmap for ‘Uttarakhand 
Nyay Yatra’
Press Trust Of India

DEHRADUN: Gearing up 
for the 2027 assembly 
election, the state Con-
gress unit on Tuesday 
shared a roadmap for 
‘Uttarakhand Nyay Yatra’, 
where the party will 
reach out to the public to 
highlight the BJP govern-
ment’s ‘anti-people pol-
icies’ and the ‘pressing 
issues facing the state’.

Congress leaders said 
that the ‘Uttarakhand 
Nyay Yatra’ will be con-
ducted across various 
assembly constituencies 
in Dehradun district.

On Tuesday, the Utta-
rakhand Congress held 
a meeting chaired by 
ex-state president Pritam 
Singh, the chairman of 
the party’s election cam-
paign committee. The 

discussion focused on 
preparations for the pro-
posed ‘Uttarakhand Nyay 
Yatra,’ which aims to 
address issues such as ris-
ing unemployment, infla-
tion, corruption, violence 
against women, deterio-
rating law and order, and 
other critical challenges 
facing the state. Speaking 
on the occasion, Singh 
said, “Under the BJP gov-
ernment’s rule, the peo-
ple of Uttarakhand are 
suffering due to inflation, 
unemployment, corrup-
tion, and a crumbling 
law-and-order situation. 
The state’s youth are 
struggling to find employ-
ment, women feel unsafe, 
and farmers, labourers, 
traders, and ordinary citi-
zens are distressed by the 
government’s anti-people 
policies.”



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Government of the people, by the people, for  
the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

[  Abraham Lincoln ]

Since  1974  Volume  14  No. 203

|  O U R  V I E W  | 

Pakistan’s persistent attempts to internationalise the 
Kashmir issue through misleading narratives and dip-
lomatic pressure have once again exposed its strategy 

of using international organisations to advance its anti-India 
agenda. The latest controversy surrounding the Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) demonstrates how political 
propaganda can undermine the credibility of multilateral 
institutions. India’s strong rejection of resolutions adopted 
at the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Bagh-
dad on October 17 and 18 is a clear response to Islamabad’s 
diplomatic campaign. New Delhi has rightly questioned the 
organisation’s willingness to endorse allegations without 
adequately examining the realities on the ground. Pakistan 
has repeatedly sought to portray Jammu and Kashmir as 
a centre of instability while overlooking developments in 
the region following the abrogation of Article 370 in August 
2019. Infrastructure expansion, improved connectivity, 
tourism and economic initiatives have created opportunities 
that deserve recognition. Challenges undoubtedly remain, 
but selective narratives cannot provide an accurate picture. 
More importantly, Pakistan’s accusations invite scrutiny of its 
own conduct. India has highlighted allegations of repression, 
violence against protesters and restrictions on civil liberties 
in Pakistan-occupied Jammu and Kashmir. Islamabad cannot 
credibly demand international accountability while avoiding 
questions about conditions in territories under its adminis-
tration. Equally questionable is Pakistan’s attempt to exploit 
concerns about Islamophobia to advance its diplomatic 
objectives. Religious discrimination is a serious global issue 
requiring sincere international cooperation. Using such con-
cerns as instruments of political confrontation weakens efforts 
to protect vulnerable communities. The OIC, representing 
57 member states, must recognise that repeatedly adopting 
one country’s perspective risks undermining its institutional 
credibility. International organisations should encourage 
constructive engagement rather than become platforms 
for competing national propaganda. India must continue 
countering misleading allegations through factual commu-
nication, transparent governance and sustained diplomatic 
engagement. Demonstrable progress in Jammu and Kashmir 
remains a stronger answer than rhetorical confrontation 
alone. Ultimately, Pakistan’s propaganda campaign cannot 
substitute for responsible governance, regional stability or 
meaningful dialogue. The international community should 
examine competing claims critically rather than accept 
politically convenient narratives. Lasting peace requires an 
end to cross-border terrorism, respect for sovereignty and a 
commitment to genuine cooperation. Diplomatic credibility 
must rest on evidence, not propaganda.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Children  
Deserve Safe And 
Equal Internet Access

Why Should We Craft Own Energy Doctrine?

The Supreme Court’s recognition of children’s funda-
mental right to internet access underscores the need 
to balance constitutional freedoms with protection 

against online dangers. In Just Rights for Children Alliance v. 
S. Harish, the Court emphasised that safeguarding children 
cannot justify blanket restrictions on digital access. Article 21 
protects dignity, education and personal development, while 
Article 19(1)(a) guarantees freedom of expression. Children 
must enjoy these rights alongside appropriate safeguards. 
Internet connectivity provides educational opportunities, 
career guidance and essential information, particularly for 
disadvantaged and rural children. Deny-
ing access could deepen inequalities and 
widen the digital divide. However, cyber-
bullying, online exploitation, harmful 
content and excessive screen exposure 
pose serious challenges. Responsible 
regulation, digital literacy and age-appro-
priate safeguards are therefore essential. 
Social media platforms must strengthen 
child protection mechanisms, ensure 
privacy and promptly remove exploit-
ative material. Parents and schools should promote respon-
sible internet use through guidance rather than excessive 
surveillance. The government must also expand affordable 
connectivity and strengthen mechanisms for reporting 
online abuse. Protecting children should never mean isolat-
ing them from technological progress. Constitutional recog-
nition must translate into meaningful opportunities, digital 
inclusion and effective safeguards. Children deserve both 
freedom and security in an increasingly connected world.
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Pakistan’s Propaganda 
Cannot Change 
Kashmir’s Reality

A.C. Vineeth 
Kumar

In 2026, India has averaged 1.82 
million barrels per day (18.2 lakh) 
of Russian seaborne crude, making 
it the world’s largest buyer of Rus-
sian oil, ahead of China. In June, 
purchases peaked at 2.6 million 
barrels per day (26 lakh), in July 2.57 
million, and in August 2.08 million 
(20.8 lakh). Even in August, Russia 
comprised 45 percent of India’s 
total import basket. India saved 
an estimated $12 billion between 
April 2022 and June 2025 by buying 
discounted Russian crude — $4.9 
billion in FY23 and $5.4 billion in 
FY24 alone. But the discount math 
is changing.

Lesson 3: We should calculate 
the shrinking discount. The dis-
count that was $40 per barrel in 
2023 fell to just $1-2 per barrel in 
July 2026, before recovering to 
$23 in September. As one analysis 
noted, yesterday’s discount cannot 
justify tomorrow’s purchase. If sanc-
tions-related costs reach $5 billion a 
year, India would need a discount of 
at least $13.7 per barrel to offset it at 
current import levels. Refiners need 
a clear threshold formula.

Lesson 4: Let us diversify the 
basket. A 45 percent dependence 
on any single source — whether the 
Middle East or Russia — is strategi-
cally risky. This is the time to lock 
in long-term contracts with Vene-
zuela, Brazil, Guyana and Africa. As 
the Global Trade Research Initiative 
(GTRI) warned, the waiver “buys 
time but offers no lasting certainty.” 
Lesson 5: We should build strategic 
reserves. When India was import-
ing 26 lakh barrels a day in June, it 
was a golden chance to fill reserves. 
India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
covers barely 9-10 days, compared 
to 90 days in the US and Japan. 
India must target 90 days. Buy and 
store when discounts are high, draw 

down when they shrink.
Now the way forward. Remem-

ber, the relief is only from the 
additional 100 percent tariff. India 
already faces an 18 percent base tar-
iff in the US, which had spiked to 50 
percent in August 2025 — the high-
est among US trading partners.

For government and industry, 
four actionable suggestions:

Suggestion 1: There should be 
documentation and transparency. 
The US alleges India refines Russian 
crude and re-exports it to Europe. 
India must make refinery data more 
transparent to prove imports are for 
domestic consumption.

Suggestion 2: Let us strengthen 
rupee-rouble mechanism. Dol-
lar payments invite US jurisdic-
tion. Institutionalizing trade in 
Rupee-Rouble will reduce exposure 
to the US financial system.

Suggestion 3: We should fast-
track a trade deal. Washington has 
blinked, which means it wants to 
talk. This window should be used 
to clinch a limited but solid trade 
deal that carves out energy from 
sanctions.

Suggestion 4: Self-reliance is 
the ultimate roadmap. Suggestive 
journalism must end with a solu-
tion. The long-term answer is not 
Russian oil. It is green hydrogen, 
ethanol blending, electric mobility 
and domestic exploration. As long 
as India imports 85 percent of its oil, 
every American election and every 
Russia-Ukraine missile will shake 
our budget.

In conclusion, Trump’s order 
is a lifeline for India, but a nation 
cannot live on a lifeline forever. 
India must use this breathing space 
to craft an energy doctrine that is 
written neither in Washington nor 
in Moscow, but in New Delhi — in 
India’s national interest.

100% tariff threat is gone now. But 
the lesson remains. A single signa-
ture in Washington has given Indian 
exporters a moment to breathe. 
Just 24 hours before it was to come 
into effect, U.S. President Donald 
Trump waived the application of 
the Lindsey O. Graham Sanction-
ing Russia and Iran Act, 2026 — a 
law that would have slapped a 100 
percent tariff on goods from coun-
tries buying Russian oil. This is not 
just a legal waiver. It is a case study 
in how diplomacy, oil politics and 
American domestic elections inter-
sect. The real question now is not 
how the threat was averted, but 
how India converts this temporary 
reprieve into a permanent strategy. 
The sword has been sheathed, not 
broken.

Why this U-turn? A diesel deal 
behind the decision. October 18 was 
the day. Under the Graham Act, the 
top five buyers of Russian crude 
and gas — China, India, Slovakia, 
Hungary and Azerbaijan — were to 
face a 100 percent additional duty 
on their exports to the US. Russian 
goods themselves were to face 500 
percent. On October 16, the White 
House issued an executive order 
stating that the President was waiv-
ing these sanctions and duties in 
the national interest of the United 
States.

The order came days after 
Trump announced a deal with Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin: Russia would 
immediately release over 300,000 
tons of diesel to the US and global 
markets, followed by 500,000 
tons in November, one million 
tons immediately thereafter, and 
another three million tons within a 
short period. The context is crucial. 
Crude had crossed $110 a barrel 
in the US. Last week, Washington 
had already exempted Russian die-

sel imports till April 2027 to cool 
prices. Imposing 100 percent tariffs 
on India and China at that moment 
would have shattered supply chains 
and spiked pump prices at home.

Lesson 1 for India: American 
energy decisions are driven not by 
morality, but by necessity. When 
prices rise, principles bend. India 
must also anchor its energy pol-
icy in hard economics, not defen-
sive narratives, and articulate that 
argument aggressively to the world 
— that its Russian purchases have 
actually kept global prices stable.

The second driver is Ameri-
can midterm elections, less than 
a month away. As per the data 
available from reporters, agencies 
and AI, the above  is the situation 
in wider spectrum and wider per-
spective. The Indian Express noted, 
“With crude prices surging past $110 
a barrel and midterm elections in 
the US less than a month away, Pres-
ident Donald Trump has effectively 
paused the Act.”

A tariff shock would have meant 
higher inflation for the Ameri-
can voter .A risk no incumbent 
wants…!

Lesson 2: Let us use  electoral 
cycles as leverage. The best time to 
negotiate with Washington is when 
inflation is an electoral issue. In 
trade deal talks, New Delhi should 
explicitly link its discounted oil 
purchases to global price stability. 
If India exits the Russian market, 
prices could jump to $120-130, 
hurting the American consumer 
directly. Where India Stands? From 
2% to 45%...! The numbers tell the 
story of a dramatic pivot.Before the 
Ukraine war, Russia accounted for 
less than 2 percent of India’s crude 
imports — some estimates put it at 
just 0.2 percent. Today, it is India’s 
largest supplier.

Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Dayal
(Vice Chancellor, 

Kushabhau Thakre 
University of Journal-
ism and Mass Comm., 

Raipur)

India must firmly defend territorial sovereignty
China’s objections to India’s internal administrative decisions expose its contradic-
tory approach towards territorial sovereignty. Beijing has repeatedly renamed loca-
tions in Arunachal Pradesh to reinforce its disputed territorial claims. Its continu-
ing infrastructure expansion and military activities along the Line of Actual Control 
further raise concerns about regional stability. India’s cartographic measures, sup-
ported by the Survey of India, reaffirm its territorial position. Lasting peace requires 
China to respect established agreements, avoid unilateral provocations and pursue 
constructive bilateral dialogue rather than selective interpretations of sovereignty.

MK Nair, Raipur

Artificial intelligence needs strict human oversight
Artificial intelligence can improve examination security and efficiency, but human 
supervision remains indispensable. AI-generated question papers require encrypted 
systems, secure databases, independent audits and rigorous academic scrutiny. 
Authorities must ensure questions are accurate, unbiased, syllabus-oriented and 
appropriate for evaluating students’ abilities. Clear accountability mechanisms are 
essential to prevent manipulation, data breaches and technical failures. Educational 
institutions must also ensure that technological advancements do not widen the dig-
ital divide. Ultimately, AI should support educational integrity rather than replace 
responsible human judgment.

Shivkumar Kishra, Raipur

A classroom in which teach-
ers speak and students listen in 
uninterrupted silence may appear 
orderly, but it is not necessarily 
a place where meaningful learn-
ing takes place. Education is not 
a monologue delivered from an 
elevated platform; it is a dynamic 
intellectual encounter in which 
questions, disagreements and curi-
osity must find room to flourish. 
The real measure of a teacher’s 
effectiveness lies not merely in the 
ability to explain a subject but also 
in the willingness to confront ques-
tions that challenge established 
knowledge.

An important question there-
fore deserves serious consider-
ation: Whose job is easier—the 
teacher’s or the student’s?

At first glance, teaching may 
appear more demanding. Teach-
ers must prepare lessons, assess 
assignments, manage classrooms 
and remain accountable for stu-
dents’ academic progress. Stu-
dents, meanwhile, must listen, 
learn, complete assignments and 
demonstrate their understand-
ing through examinations. Yet 
the apparent simplicity of either 
role disappears when education is 
understood as a shared intellectual 
responsibility. Teaching without 
engagement becomes mechanical, 
while learning without inquiry 
becomes an exercise in memorisa-
tion.

The silence that undermines 
learning

In many classrooms, students 

hesitate to raise questions for sev-
eral reasons. Some fear ridicule 
from classmates; others worry that 
their teachers may interpret ques-
tioning as disrespect or ignorance. 
A few remain silent because they 
have become accustomed to receiv-
ing information without being 
encouraged to examine it critically. 
Such silence can create the mis-
leading impression that every con-
cept has been understood.

A teacher who concludes a les-
son without inviting questions may 
complete the syllabus, but comple-
tion does not necessarily signify 
comprehension. Students may 
reproduce definitions and theories 
in examinations without develop-
ing the intellectual confidence to 
apply them beyond textbooks.

The problem is not that every 
student must question every les-
son. Rather, every student should 
feel entitled to seek clarification, 
challenge an argument and explore 
an alternative interpretation with-
out fear of humiliation.

Why do teachers need chal-
lenging students?

A thoughtful question can be 
more valuable than a hundred 
expressions of passive agreement. 
When a student asks why a literary 
character behaves in a particular 
way, challenges a historical inter-
pretation or questions a scientific 
explanation, the teacher must 
move beyond routine exposition 
and engage more deeply with the 
subject.

Such encounters can expose 

gaps in explanation, reveal alter-
native perspectives and encourage 
teachers to revisit their assump-
tions. Even experienced educators 
cannot claim exhaustive knowledge 
of every subject they teach. Intel-
lectual honesty requires acknowl-
edging uncertainty, consulting reli-
able sources and returning to the 
classroom with a better-informed 
response.

Consequently, a challenging stu-
dent need not be viewed as a threat 
to the teacher’s authority. The stu-
dent may become an unexpected 
catalyst for professional growth. 
A teacher who welcomes rigorous 
questioning develops not only sub-
ject expertise but also patience, 
adaptability and the capacity to 
distinguish between established 
facts, contested interpretations 
and unresolved problems.

Indeed, the most rewarding 
classroom moment may occur 
when a teacher responds to a diffi-
cult question by saying, “That is an 

important point. Let us examine it 
together.”

Such a response does not 
diminish authority. It demonstrates 
intellectual maturity.

Authority must make room 
for inquiry

Nevertheless, questioning must 
be distinguished from deliberate 
disruption. Students have a respon-
sibility to frame their questions 
respectfully, listen to counterar-
guments and support their claims 
with evidence. Teachers, in turn, 
must distinguish genuine curios-
ity from provocation and respond 
without defensiveness.

A healthy classroom does not 
eliminate authority; it transforms 
authority into intellectual leader-
ship. The teacher remains respon-
sible for maintaining academic 
standards, correcting misinfor-
mation and guiding discussion 
towards meaningful outcomes. Stu-
dents contribute by approaching 
knowledge with curiosity rather 
than unquestioning acceptance.

Institutions must reinforce 
this culture through interactive 
teaching, open discussions, prob-
lem-based learning and assess-
ments that reward reasoning rather 
than rote reproduction. Teacher 
training should also emphasise 
the ability to facilitate discussion, 
respond constructively to disagree-
ment and acknowledge the limits of 
one’s knowledge.

From passive listening to 
active learning

The future of education 

depends on classrooms where stu-
dents are encouraged to think inde-
pendently and teachers remain 
willing to learn continuously. In 
an age when information is read-
ily available through digital plat-
forms and artificial intelligence, 
the teacher’s role cannot be con-
fined to transmitting facts. It must 
include helping students evaluate 
evidence, recognise assumptions 
and develop sound intellectual 
judgement.

Ultimately, neither the teacher 
nor the student has an easier job 
when education is practised prop-
erly. Both must think, question, 
respond and grow. The difference 
is that the teacher has the addi-
tional responsibility of creating an 
environment in which such growth 
becomes possible.

A silent classroom may be con-
venient, but a questioning class-
room is intellectually alive. The 
finest teachers are not those who 
ensure that nobody challenges 
them; they are those who inspire 
students to question intelligently 
and possess the confidence to learn 
from the questions they receive.

Education advances not when 
students merely accept what 
teachers say, but when both enter 
the classroom prepared to dis-
cover what neither may have fully 
understood before. A teacher is no 
teacher until he or she faces  ques-
tions from the students. Only then 
the real teacher in him comes out 
with an expertise in the domain 
knowledge.

When Students Challenge Teachers: The 
Classroom Must Become a Two-Way Street 

Vadapalli Lakshmi 
Blogger and Columnist
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Central Chronicle News

RAIGARH: With the goal 
of transforming Raigarh 
into a modern, well-orga-
nized city equipped with 
superior civic amenities, 
Finance Minister and 
Raigarh MLA OP Choud-
hary conducted an inten-
sive inspection of various 
ongoing development and 
construction projects in 
the city on Monday.

He issued clear direc-
tives to officials, emphasiz-
ing that all projects must 
be completed within the 
set deadlines while ensur-
ing high-quality standards. 
He stressed that there 

should be no unnecessary 
delays in construction and 
that the convenience of 
citizens and future require-
ments must be prioritized 
in every project. Finance 
Minister Shri Choudhary 
inspected the Canal Link 
Road under construction 
in Jogidipa, the swimming 
pool and athletic track at 

Boirdadar Stadium, the 
Marine Drive in Pragati 
Nagar, the beautification 
projects at Fathamuda and 
Mitthumuda ponds, and 
the ‘Oxizone’ being devel-
oped on the premises of 

the former Kisan Rice Mill. 
He inquired with the con-
cerned officials about the 
progress of the projects, 
the quality of construc-
tion, and the timelines for 
completion. 

‘No delays will be tolerated 
in Raigarh’s devp projects’

Raigarh MLA and Finance Minister conducted an intensive inspection of various ongoing 
development and construction projects in the city.

‘Vasu Sen Rider’ 
accorded warm 
welcome

|  ‘ K A N Y A  B H O J A N ’  |

Central Chronicle News

MCB: The three-day 
‘MCB Grand Garba’ 
competition, held at the 
High School Ground in 
Manendragarh during the 
auspicious occasion of 
Sharadiya Navratri, con-
cluded on a grand note, 
filled with enthusiasm, 
joy, and a spirit of devo-
tion. 

Health Minister of the 
Government of Chhat-
tisgarh, Shyam Bihari 
Jaiswal, attended the clos-
ing ceremony as the chief 

guest. The event com-
menced with the worship 
of Goddess Durga, while 
participants, dancing to 
the tunes of traditional 
Garba, captivated the 
audience with their spec-
tacular performances. 
Hundreds of participants 

took part in the three-
day event with great 
zeal. Women and young 
girls, adorned in vibrant 
traditional attire, pre-
sented enchanting Garba 
dances, offering a beau-
tiful glimpse into Indian 
culture and traditions. 

Enthusiasts dance in 
devotion to Goddess Durga

Ravan Dahan at 
Chhota Bazar 
today
CHIRMIRI: Preparations 
for the Dussehra festival 
are in full swing in Chirm-
iri. Ravan Dahan (the 
burning of the effigy of 
Ravan) will be organized 
at two separate locations 
in the city: Domanhill 
and the Chhota Bazar 
Gandhi Maidan. The local 
MLA and Health Minis-
ter of the Government 
of Chhattisgarh, Shyam 
Bihari Jaiswal, will grace 
both events as the chief 
guest. Alongside the 
Ravan Dahan, the city will 
witness a festive atmo-
sphere, featuring various 
cultural programs and 
religious events.

‘Prayas’ holds ‘Kanya Bhojan’ 
Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: On the auspi-
cious occasion of Maha 
Ashtami during Navratri, 
members of the ‘Prayas: 
A Small Step Founda-
tion Society’ organized 
a ‘Kanya Bhojan’ (a rit-
ual meal for young girls) 
at the school they oper-
ate in the forest-region  
village of Bisauni. 

The members 
explained that the res-
idents of these remote 
forest areas—including 
children—often remain 
disconnected from the 
mainstream of society.  
The primary objective of 

‘Team Prayas’ is to pro-
vide them with nutritious, 
hygienic food, quality edu-
cation, and an environ-
ment rooted in traditional 
Indian values. We cele-
brate Navratri as a grand 
festival, dedicated to the 
worship and devotion of 
‘Nari Shakti’ (feminine 
power) in the form of God-
dess Durga and her nine 
manifestations.  On Maha 

Ashtami, young girls are 
honored as embodiments 
of ‘Maha Gauri’; they are 
adorned, worshipped, and 
served a meal, followed by 
the presentation of gifts. 
Today, on this sacred day 
of Maha Ashtami, the girls 
attending the school run 
by our foundation in Bisa-
uni village were adorned, 
worshipped, and treated 
to a meal.

|   M U N G E L I  P O L I C E ’ S  ‘ P A H A L ’  |

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Under the guid-
ance of Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Bhojram 
Patel (IPS), the Mungeli Police 
have been conducting a series 
of awareness programs as 
part of their ‘Pahal’ (Initia-
tive) campaign during the  
festival of Navratri. 

As part of this effort, the 
Mungeli Police team organized 
a ‘Kanya Pujan’ and ‘Kanya 
Bhoj’ at the Maa Mahamaya 
Temple in the village of Semar-
chuwa (under the jurisdiction 

of the Jarhagaon Police Sta-
tion). During the event, the 
young girls were worshipped 
and served a meal. Addition-
ally, through the use of hand-
kerchiefs—symbolizing ‘Pahal’ 
(a beginning toward change 
and safety)—attendees were 
educated about cybercrime 
and how to protect themselves 

from online fraud. Similarly, 
in the village of Singhanpuri 
(under the Fasterpur Police 
Station), a cyber-awareness 
program was held during a 
‘Jagrata’ event featuring the 
troupe of Chhattisgarhi singer 
Santosh Yadav. 

Approximately 400 people 
were informed about mea-
sures to prevent cybercrime. 
Furthermore, with a focus 
on the safety of women and 
girls, the Chhattisgarh Police’s 
‘Abhivyakti’ app was intro-
duced, and attendees were 
educated on how to use it.

Police spread awareness about cybercrime 
|  S U R V E Y  W O R K  |

Central Chronicle News

SAKTI: Collector Jayshree 
Jain conducted a surprise 
inspection of the digital 
crop survey being carried 
out via the ‘PV App’ in Bar-
haguda village, located in the  
Chandrapur region. 

Upon her arrival in Chan-
drapur, the Collector first 
offered prayers to Maa Chan-
drahasini and assessed the 
arrangements in place for 

devotees visiting the temple 
during the Navratri festival, 
providing necessary instruc-
tions accordingly.

During the inspection, 
Collector Jayshree Jain 

reviewed the progress and 
quality of the survey work 
underway in the fields of  
Barhaguda village.

 She directed the survey-
ors, along with officials from 
the Revenue, Agriculture, and 
Cooperative departments—as 
well as other relevant person-
nel—to ensure that the digital 
crop survey is conducted with 
the utmost care, accuracy, 
and precision, leaving no 
room for errors. 

Collector inspects ‘PV App’ for 
digital crop survey work 

Books, pens distributed to 
Students under SSA
TAKHATPUR:   On the 
occasion of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
birthday, the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) is orga-
nizing various service-ori-
ented and public welfare 
programs across the 
country under the ‘Seva  
Sankalp Abhiyan’. 

As part of this initiative, 
the BJP’s Takhatpur Man-
dal (division) organized 

a program at the Govern-
ment Primary School in 
Tikripara, centered on the 
themes of service, educa-
tion, and patriotism.  Dur-

ing the event, books and 
pens were distributed to 
the students, encouraging 
them in their educational 
pursuits. 

HIGHLIGHT

z Finance Minister 
inspects the canal 
link road, Boirdadar 
Stadium, Marine Drive, 
the beautification 
of ponds, and the 
‘Oxizone’.

HIGHLIGHT

z Approximately 400 
people were informed 
about measures to prevent 
cybercrime.

Family raises questions about police investigation
MUNGELI: A new turn 
has emerged in the case 
of a young man who 
allegedly died by hang-
ing himself at a bridge 
under construction in 
the Amartapu-Motinpur 
area, falling under the 
jurisdiction of the City  
Kotwali police station. 

With the cause of 
death still unclear nearly 
two months after the inci-
dent, the family of the 
deceased has raised seri-

ous questions regarding 
the police investigation. 
The family claims that 
this may not be a case 
of suicide, but rather 
murder. They have also 
expressed suspicion 

toward three individu-
als who were present 
with the young man dur-
ing his final moments. 
According to available 
information, 23-year-old 
Piyush Singh—a resident 

of Tedhadhaura—was 
employed as a watchman 
at the construction site 
for a bridge being built 
under a contractor from  
‘Kanti Construction.’ 

On August 20, his 
body was found hanging 
at the construction site. 
While the police initiated 
an investigation following 
the incident, no definitive 
conclusion regarding the 
cause of death has been 
reached yet.

Approval granted for new 
Circuit House by CM
KORBA: During his visit 
to Korba, Chief Minis-
ter Shri Vishnu Deo Sai 
announced the con-
struction of a new Cir-
cuit House at the district 
headquarters. 

In line with this 
announcement, the 
state government has 
granted administrative 
approval of Rs 311.29 
lakh (Rs 3 crore 11 lakh 

29 thousand) for the 
construction. A site near 
the Rampur ITI in Din-
gapur has been iden-
tified and reserved for 
this purpose. 

The approval of these 
funds was facilitated 
through the efforts of 
Shri Arun Sao, Minister 
for Public Works and 
the Minister-in-charge  
of the district.

TABLEAU

Devotees flock 
to see ‘living 
tableau’ 
MUNGELI:    On the third 
day of the ‘living tab-
leau’ of goddesses—pre-
sented by the Brahma 
Kumaris—the event was 
graced by chief guests 
Shailesh Pathak (former 
President of Mungeli 
Municipal Council) and 
Dr. Saroj Pathak. 

Distinguished guests 
included Jagdish Parekh, 
Rajkumari Parekh, 
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r 
Sharma, Seema Sharma, 
Arvind Vaishnav (Coun-
cilor, Mahamai Ward), 
Jethmal Kotadiya, and 
Champa Sudhar. 

BK Seema, the coordi-
nator, welcomed every-
one; the guests then 
inaugurated the tableau 
by lighting a ceremonial 
lamp in a spirit of uni-
versal brotherhood. 

APPLICATIONS

Appls for 
operation of 
govt FPS invited 
MUNGELI: With the posi-
tion for the operation 
and ownership of the gov-
ernment fair-price shop 
in Kirna having become 
vacant, applications are 
invited from the local 
Gram Panchayat, wom-
en’s self-help groups, pri-
mary agricultural credit 
cooperative societies, 
and other cooperative 
societies. According to a 
notice issued by the Sub-
Divisional Officer (Reve-
nue), Mungeli, interested 
organizations may submit 
their applications—adher-
ing to the prescribed 
terms and conditions—at 
the office of the Sub-
Divisional Officer (Rev-
enue), Mungeli, during 
official working hours 
until November 2, 2026. 
For further details, one 
may contact the office 
of the Sub-Divisional  
Officer, Mungeli.

EVENT

‘Kurmi Parivar 
Darshan 
Samaroh’ on 21
TAKHATPUR: With the 
objective of strengthen-
ing social unity, familial 
bonds, cultural heritage, 
and mutual harmony 
within the Kurmi com-
munity, a grand ‘Kurmi 
Parivar Darshan Sama-
roh 2026’ is being orga-
nized in the village of 
Semartal on Wednesday, 
October 21, 2026. 

The event will take 
place on the grounds of 
the Government Higher 
Secondary School, 
Semartal. It will be 
attended by families 
from the Kurmi commu-
nity, social representa-
tives, elected officials, 
distinguished guests, 
and prominent citizens 
who have contributed to 
various fields. 

The purpose of the 
gathering is to bring 
community members 
together on a common 
platform to deepen 
family ties, connect the 
younger generation with 
social and cultural val-
ues, introduce them to 
the community’s history, 
and carry forward its glo-
rious traditions. 

The organizers have 
appealed to all com-
munity members to 
attend the event with 
their families and help  
make it a success.

|  GRAND FINALE GRAND GARBA  | 

Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: Vasu Sen, a 
cyclist from Agra—known 
as ‘Vasu Sen Rider’—
who has embarked on a 
pan-India cycling expedi-
tion to inspire the youth 
of the Sen community 
and promote social unity 
and awareness, received 
a warm welcome and 
felicitation from the 
office-bearers and mem-
bers of the ‘Sarva Sen 
Samaj’ in Takhatpur.

Present on the occa-
sion were several com-
munity members, includ-
ing Divisional In-charge 
Munna Shrivas, Salon 
Association President 
Dilip Shrivas, as well as 
Sanjay Shrivas, Ramana-
than Shrivas, Dinesh 
Shrivas, Bablu Shrivas, 

Manish Shrivas, Suresh 
Shrivas, Satyendra Shri-
vas, Ajay Shrivas, Vinod 
Shrivas, Anand Shrivas, 
and District Organization 
Secretary Ghanshyam 
Shrivas. They welcomed 
Vasu Sen by garlanding 
him and honored his 
courage, determination, 
and dedication to the 
community by present-
ing him with a traditional 
‘gamchha’ (scarf ) and a 
memento. Vasu Sen, a 
resident of Agra, began 
his cycling journey across 
India in 2025. 

Bilaspur RegionIndia’s para-champions are poised 
to bring glory to the nation through 
their extraordinary talent, courage, 

and determination. 
OP Choudhary 
 FM Ch’garh

| INITIATIVE FOR THE HEALTH, AWARENESS | 

42 individuals in Padampur benefited from health services
Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: The true 
essence of healthcare 
extends beyond merely 
treating illnesses; it 
encompasses providing 
every member of soci-
ety with dignity, equal 
opportunities, and a path 
toward a better life. 

Driven by this human-
itarian vision and a sense 

of social responsibil-
ity, a ‘Samta-Sanjeevani 
Health Camp’ (Equi-
ty-Revitalization Health 
Camp) was organized in 

the ‘Nat Mohalla’ (Nat 
community settlement) 
of Padampur village, as 
part of the ‘Seva Sankalp 
Abhiyan’ (Service Com-

mitment Campaign).  In 
this special, free-of-charge 
health camp, 42 mem-
bers of the Nat commu-
nity availed themselves of  
medical services. 

The initiative aimed to 
connect the Nat commu-
nity with healthcare, raise 
awareness about diseases, 
encourage timely screen-
ing and treatment, and 
foster a bond of trust and 

rapport with the commu-
nity. Furthermore, indi-
viduals were encouraged 
to move away from beg-
ging and explore options 
for a dignified livelihood.

The camp provided 
health services and aware-
ness regarding conditions 
such as hypertension, dia-
betes, seasonal illnesses, 
tuberculosis (TB), leprosy, 
and sickle cell disease.

Raigarh will play a significant role in building a 
developed Ch’garh: FM

During the inspection, Finance Minister OP Choud-
hary stated that the regular review and on-site inspec-
tion of development projects in Raigarh are among his 
top priorities. Whenever he is in Raigarh, he makes it 
a point to inspect development works alongside public 
representatives and administrative officials to assess 
their current status. This process helps in tracking the 
progress of construction projects while also providing 
insight into the expectations of the citizens and identi-
fying necessary improvements.



CLOSE UP

Sharvari credits Barjatya for 
new dance experience   

12  

OTT Watch

Vedaa showcased her screen 
presence, confident moves and 
ability to carry lively, contempo-
rary Bollywood numbers. Taras 
marked an important moment 
in her journey, highlighting her 
ability to lead a dance sequence. 
The actress believes songs have a 
unique storytelling ability and can 
sometimes express emotions that 
a scene cannot convey through 
dialogue alone. She noted that 
memorable songs often remain 

connected to the characters and 
moments audiences cherish long 
after watching a film.

Sharvari also expressed 
excitement about the response 
to the title track of Yeh Prem 
Mol Liya. She said she hopes 
audiences will enjoy experienc-
ing Jhumka Patola and the film’s 
music. Directed by Sooraj R. 
Barjatya, Yeh Prem Mol Liya is 
scheduled to release in cinemas 
on November 27, 2026.

“I have been lucky to get Shakti 
Shalini. It’s by definition, the exact 
thing I’m going to want to do after 

Saiyaara. It’s so different. It’s 
action, romance and supernatural. 
I’ve gotten the chance to explore a 

completely different version of me.”       
Aneet Padda 

Salman Khan 
misses Weekend 

Ka Vaar

Varam explores 
the power of 

destiny 
JioHotstar’s Telugu 

drama Varam follows 
a slum dweller whose 

mysterious boon 
reveals his future. As 

he uses this gift to 
improve his fortunes, 

controlling destiny 
becomes increasingly 

complicated.

Manoj Bajpayee 
leads Netflix 

thriller 

Fading Grandeur 
blends comedy 

drama 

Netflix’s Fading Grandeur 
follows a cash-strapped 
Spanish marquis forced 
to sell his family man-

sion. A wealthy business-
woman’s interest in the 
property turns a simple 

deal into a personal com-
edy-drama about legacy 

and status.

|  SMALL SCREEN | 

Anup Soni recalls struggle post 
‘Crime Patrol’

Central Chronicle News

Jhumka Patola 
blends choreog-
raphy, storytelling 
and emotions in Yeh 
Prem Mol Liya.

Bollywood actress 
Sharvari says shoot-
ing Jhumka Patola 

from her upcoming 
film Yeh Prem Mol Liya 
allowed her to explore 
her love for dance differ-
ently. Working with film-
maker Sooraj R. Barjatya 
helped her understand 
how movements and 
expressions can commu-
nicate a character’s emo-
tions and advance a story. 
Sharvari explained that 
Barjatya’s approach to 
songs goes beyond chore-
ography, with every step 
connected to the film’s 
narrative. While shooting 
Jhumka Patola, the direc-
tor explained the mean-
ing behind particular 
moments and shared sto-
ries from songs he had cre-
ated over the years. “I’ve 
always loved dancing, but 
with Sooraj sir, a song is 
so deeply woven into the 
narrative that you can’t 
look at it as just a dance 
performance,” the actress 
said. She added that 
understanding the context 
helped her bring greater 
meaning to every move-
ment and expression. 
Sharvari has impressed 
audiences with her ener-
getic dance performances 
in Bollywood. Her songs 
Taras from Munjya and 
Holiyaan from 

Central Chronicle News

Actor Anup Soni has 
opened up about 
the challenges of 

breaking away from his 
strong television image 
after his long associa-
tion with Crime Patrol. 
In a conversation with 
mid-day, he discussed 
the appreciation he has 
received for Shaque 
and The Vvaan, proj-
ects that went unnoticed 
and why actors should 
respect every entertain-
ment medium. Soni said 
appreciation is impor-
tant for actors, espe-
cially when their work 
deserves recognition but 

fails to attract attention. 
He cited the ZEE5 series 
Saas Bahu Achaar Pri-
vate Limited as a proj-
ect in which he felt he 
had delivered a good 
performance, alongside 
the rest of the cast, but 
did not receive the rec-
ognition it deserved. 
The actor acknowledged 
that his association with 
popular shows such as 
Crime Patrol and Balika 

Vadhu had created a 
strong image among 
audiences. While he 
continues to cherish 

the love he receives for 
Crime Patrol, he wanted 
to explore different 
roles and challenge audi-
ence perceptions. Soni 
explained that patience 
and consistent work 
were essential to chang-
ing his image. Recalling 
his role in Class of 83, 
he revealed that he was 
considered for the lead 
character, eventually 
played by Bobby Deol. 
However, the director 
offered him a minister’s 
role with grey shades, 
which he accepted as an 
opportunity to explore a 
different side of his act-
ing.

He subsequently 

appeared in Tandav, and 
his work in Saare Jahan 
Se Achha further helped 
audiences see him 
differently. Soni also 
addressed actors who 
consider television infe-
rior to other mediums. 
He said every actor has 
the freedom to choose 
their projects but should 
not demean a platform 
that provides opportu-
nities to performers. For 
him, television remains 
a valuable medium, and 
actors should respect 
it rather than dismiss 
its contribution to the 
industry.

Sharvari shines in 
Jhumka Patola

Sharvari explores a fresh dance experience under Sooraj Barjatya’s creative guidance.

HIGHLIGHT

z Anup Soni discusses 
breaking free from 
Crime Patrol’s 
image and seeking 
recognition.

CineBriefs
BEST OF THE REST

Trending on Insta
@diamirzaofficial 

Dia Mirza celebrates  
25 years of RHTDM         
Dia Mirza celebrated 25 years of ‘Rehnaa Hai 
Terre Dil Mein’, expressing gratitude to audi-
ences for keeping the romantic film alive across 
generations. The actress shared nostalgic pic-
tures, posters and behind-the-scenes memories 
on social media.

Kareena Kapoor Khan has revealed why she 
took her time before marrying Saif Ali Khan. 
The couple met while shooting Tashan, and 
Saif proposed marriage during their filming 
schedules in Greece and Ladakh. Kareena said 
she wanted to know him better before making 
the commitment. The actress married Saif in 
2012 and later described it as the best decision 
of her life. Their relationship reflects how tak-
ing time to understand each other can help 
build a strong foundation for marriage, allow-
ing partners to develop trust, emotional under-
standing and a lasting bond.

Actress Dipika Kakar has revealed how hus-
band Shoaib Ibrahim encouraged her when she 
felt nervous before shooting their music video, 
Mehndi Se Likhde Mera Naam. Returning in 
front of the camera amid ongoing health strug-
gles, Dipika admitted she was worried about 
her performance and ability to meet the song’s 
requirements. Shoaib reassured her with the 
words, “Once a Star, Always A Star.” She shared 
that he ensured everything was perfect so she 
could enjoy performing. Dipika also thanked 
fans for their overwhelming love and appreci-
ation, calling the music video one of the most 
special experiences of her life.

Hot Pair
Kareena calls marriage  

her best decision

Music

Dipika calls her music  
video extra special

Web Series

Shanaya Kapoor enters  
a dark new chapter 

Karan Johar has announced Student of the 
Year: After Dark, a thriller web series starring 
Shanaya Kapoor. Directed by Reema Maya, 
the show reimagines the popular franchise 
with a darker storyline involving mystery, 
violence and intense competition. Shanaya 
reportedly takes on a challenging double 
role, marking a new direction for the fran-
chise. The filmmaker described the project 
as a gritty and unconventional chapter, mov-
ing away from the glamour and romance 
of the earlier films. The series also features 
Divik Sharma and Manya Grover. Backed by 
Dharmatic Entertainment, Student of the 
Year: After Dark will premiere on JioHotstar 
on November 13.
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Salman Khan will skip the 
upcoming Bigg Boss 20 

Weekend Ka Vaar due to 
a prior professional com-

mitment. Filmmaker Rohit 
Shetty will replace him, 

bringing his reality televi-
sion hosting experience to 

the popular show.

Netflix’s crime thriller 
Gajab Raat premieres 

October 23. Starring Manoj 
Bajpayee, the film follows 
a police officer investigat-
ing a mysterious attack, 
uncovering conflicting 
stories, hidden motives 
and secrets within one 

tense night.

&Glitters

Anup Soni was recently seen in  
‘The Vvaan’

Six Kings Slam Season 
2 streams on Netflix, 
featuring tennis stars 
Carlos Alcaraz, Novak 
Djokovic and Alexan-
der Zverev competing 

in Riyadh for a sub-
stantial prize purse 

and exhibition tourna-
ment glory.

Six Kings slam 
features elite 
tennis stars 



F or women profes-
sionals, expertise 
matters, but making 

it visible can open doors 
to new opportunities. 
LinkedIn helps women 
showcase their skills, 
share ideas and build valu-
able connections.

Know Your Strengths
Identify your strengths, 

interests and expertise. 
Whether you are a lawyer, 
consultant or marketing 
professional, focus on 
what makes your perspec-
tive unique. A clear iden-
tity helps people remem-
ber you.

Make Your Profile 
Stand Out

Your LinkedIn profile 
is more than an online 
resume. Choose a profes-
sional photograph, write 
an engaging headline 
and use the About sec-
tion to share your career 
story. Highlight achieve-
ments, projects and skills 

rather than simply listing 
responsibilities. Recom-
mendations from col-
leagues can strengthen 
your credibility.

Share Ideas That Add 
Value

You do not need to 
post daily to gain vis-
ibility. Share industry 
updates, useful insights, 
workplace lessons or 
solutions to common 
challenges. Keep your 
content relevant and 
authentic. Consistent 
posts help others under-

stand your expertise.
Build Meaningful 

Connections
Networking is about 

relationships, not col-
lecting contacts. Con-
nect with mentors, col-
leagues, industry leaders 

and potential clients. 
Comment thoughtfully 
on posts, participate in 
discussions and attend 
online events. Genuine 
interactions can lead to 
collaborations and career 
opportunities.

Stay Consistent and 
Be Yourself

Building a personal 
brand takes time. Review 
your profile regularly 
and notice which posts 
receive meaningful 
responses. Avoid copying 
others or making every 

post promotional. Let 
your knowledge, values 
and personality shine 
through naturally.

For women balancing 
professional and personal 
responsibilities, small 
steps matter. Update 
your headline, share one 
useful idea or reconnect 
with a former colleague. 
Your skills build your 
career, while an authen-
tic personal brand helps 
others recognise your 
value and discover new  
possibilities.

HIGHLIGHT

z Discover simple 
ways to build 
credibility, share 
ideas and grow your 
professional network.
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DivaDazzle
BEST OF THE REST

Divas on Insta

Priyanka Chopra brought a fresh 
twist to red-carpet fashion at the 
InStyle Imagemaker Awards in Los 
Angeles with a baby-pink, saree-in-
spired outfit. The ensemble featured 
intricate floral detailing, structured 
shoulders, dramatic sleeves and a 
sweeping train that added a theat-
rical touch. The plunging neckline 
and fitted silhouette balanced fem-
inine elegance with contemporary 
tailoring. She completed the look 
with pink heels, statement jewellery, 
softly styled waves and rosy makeup. 
Blending traditional Indian influ-
ences with modern design, Priyanka 
demonstrated how pastel pink can 
make a bold fashion statement with-
out losing its elegance.

Skincare is shifting from chasing flawless, 
glass-like skin to keeping it healthy, calm and 
hydrated. The skin barrier protects against 
irritants and helps retain moisture, but harsh 
cleansers, frequent exfoliation and too many 
active ingredients can leave skin dry, red and sen-
sitive. The solution starts with simplifying your 
routine. Use a gentle cleanser, a suitable moistur-
iser and sunscreen daily. Ingredients such as cer-
amides, glycerin and hyaluronic acid can support hydration 
and skin comfort. Avoid introducing too many products at once. Healthy 
skin needs consistent care, a gentle approach and products suited to your skin type, 
rather than an overloaded beauty shelf.

Celebs

Priyanka Chopra  
turns a pink  
outfit into art

Wellness  

Give your skin a break 
from overdoing skincare

Viral Beauty hack

DIY cooling cucumber 
eye compress
Chill clean cucumber slices in the 
refrigerator, then place them over 
closed eyes for five minutes. The cool 
temperature may temporarily soothe 
puffiness. Avoid direct contact with 
eyes and discard slices after use.

Viral Beauty hack

Smart makeup brush 
drying hack
After washing makeup brushes, lay 
them horizontally on a clean towel, 
with bristles extending beyond the 
edge. This allows airflow and helps 
prevent water from damaging the glue 
inside brush handles.

Sai Pallavi’s journey proves that 
success does not require changing 
who you are. An actress, trained 
doctor and gifted dancer, she 
carved her place in Indian cin-
ema through natural performances 
and meaningful roles. Her break-
through with Premam brought 
widespread recognition, while films 
like Fidaa showcased her acting tal-

ent. In an industry often driven by 
glamour and beauty standards, Sai 
has embraced her natural appear-
ance and declined fairness cream 
endorsements. Her journey cele-
brates authenticity, courage and 
self-belief, inspiring young women 
to follow their dreams, challenge 
expectations and achieve success 
without compromising their values.

The Inspirors
Staying true to herself,  

Sai Pallavi inspires women

Achiever

Soumya  
and Radha bring  
glory to India

Indian para-athlete Soumya deliv-
ered an impressive performance 
at the Asian Para Games, winning 
gold in the women’s 1,500m T12/T13 
event. Radha Venkatesh added to 
India’s success by securing the silver 
medal. Their achievements highlight 
the determination, resilience and tal-
ent of Indian para-athletes competing 
at the international level. Through 
their hard work and dedication, they 
continue to inspire aspiring athletes 
and demonstrate that challenges 
need not limit ambition. Their perfor-
mances also reflect India’s growing 
presence in para-sports, celebrating 
sporting excellence, perseverance 
and the spirit of overcoming obsta-
cles to achieve remarkable success.

|  FASHION | 

The changing rules of office  
fashion work wear

Central Chronicle News

Office fashion is moving 
beyond stiff suits, fitted 
shirts and uncomfortable 

formal shoes. Today, work wear 
focuses on relaxed tailoring, 
versatile basics and comfort-
able pieces that look polished. 
Hybrid schedules and changing 
workplace cultures have encour-
aged professionals to rethink 
their wardrobes. Soft tailoring 
is leading this shift. Oversized 
blazers, wide-leg trousers and 
relaxed waistcoats offer alterna-
tives to traditional suits. Paired 
with T-shirts, fine-knit tops or 
crisp shirts, these pieces create 
outfits suitable for meetings and 
office hours. Shirts are becom-
ing more versatile. Oversized 
cotton styles, subtle stripes and 
rolled sleeves add personality 

while maintaining a professional 
appearance. Dark, straight-leg 
denim and well-fitted knitwear 
are gaining acceptance in work-
places with relaxed dress codes, 
allowing employees to exper-
iment without looking under-
dressed. Accessories complete 
the office look. Polished loafers, 
structured bags, understated 
watches and simple belts can 
make outfits appear sophisti-
cated. Investing in durable, ver-
satile pieces makes it easier to 

create multiple combinations 
without constantly buying new 
clothes. Colour choices are 
evolving too. Neutral shades 
such as beige, navy, black, white 
and chocolate brown make mix-
ing and matching easier. Tonal 
outfits, combining different 
shades of the same colour, offer 

a refined appearance without 
complicated styling. However, 
dressing casually does not mean 
ignoring workplace expecta-
tions. Corporate offices may still 
require conventional formals, 
while creative environments 
often allow greater flexibility. 
The key is understanding the 
dress code and choosing cloth-
ing that balances comfort, per-
sonal style and professionalism.

“Sunscreen is non-negotiable. It’s just my 
most favourite. I drink sunscreen. For me, 

that’s such an important product in my 
whole routine. I like to mix a serum and 
moisturiser. Then I go in with cleansing, 

toning, moisturising, serum and sunscreen,”
Kiara Advani Bella

WOMAN PROFESSIONAL NETWORK

Building a strong personal 
network on LinkedIn

Your skills deserve recognition, and LinkedIn offers a platform to shine.

Women shaping their professional identities is a must.

Work wear gets a stylish makeover

Brain fog, unexplained anxiety and disturbed 
sleep in your 30s may not always be caused by stress. 
They could be early signs of perimenopause, the 
hormonal transition leading to menopause. Accord-
ing to fertility specialist Dr Shivika Gupta, symp-
toms may include difficulty concentrating, memory 
lapses, mood changes, joint stiffness and changes 
in skin and hair texture. Fluctuating oestrogen and 
progesterone levels can affect sleep, brain function 
and emotional well-being. These changes may begin 
even when periods remain regular. Women should 
watch for recurring symptoms and track their tim-
ing, particularly if several appear together. 

Sleeping for extra hours 
does not always guaran-
tee that you will wake 
up refreshed. Poor sleep 
quality, irregular bedtimes, 
stress and frequent night-
time waking can leave 
you feeling tired despite 
spending enough time in 
bed. Oversleeping occa-
sionally is usually nothing 
to worry about, especially 
after a demanding week. 
However, persistent tired-

ness despite adequate sleep 
may point to an underlying 
issue, such as sleep apnoea, 
anaemia or thyroid prob-
lems. Maintaining a consis-
tent sleep schedule, limiting 
late-night screen use and 
creating a relaxing bedtime 
routine can improve rest. 
If fatigue continues or 
affects daily activities, seek 
medical advice rather than 
assuming you simply need 
more sleep.

Myth or Truth:  Sleep longer, 
feel tired: Fact or Myth?

Perimenopause in your 30S: 
Signs you should not ignore

FACTFILE

z Traditional office dressing is 
changing as comfort reshapes 
professional style.

z	From oversized blazers 
to elegant loafers, discover 
modern office essentials.
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NEW DELHI:  Overcoming 
personal grief and injury, 
Indian para-athlete 
Rinku Hooda claimed 
the men’s javelin throw 
F46 gold at the Asian 
Para Games in Nagoya on 
Monday, dedicating his 
triumph to his mother, 
who died two months 
ago.

The 27-year-old from 
Haryana produced an 
impressive throw of 

65.11m, narrowly defeat-
ing compatriot Ajeet 
Singh, who secured sil-
ver with 65.02m. Indo-
nesia’s R Saktyono took 
bronze with 55.30m.

“I was a little dis-
turbed in the last two 
months. My mother 
passed away August 8. 
I am still disturbed. It’s 
okay from outside but 
it’s not the same inside,” 
Rinku told PTI.

“I wanted to win 
this gold medal for my 

mother. So, I would like 
to dedicate this gold to 
my mother.”

Despite his emotional 
struggle, Rinku resumed 

training immediately 
after completing the 
mourning period. How-
ever, a shoulder injury 

subsequently forced him 
to rest for nearly three 
weeks.

Having lost his left 
arm in a farming acci-
dent at three, Rinku has 
overcome numerous 
challenges throughout 
his sporting career.

He previously won 
medals at the Asian Para 
Games and World Para 
Athletics Championships 
but remains determined 
to secure an elusive Par-
alympic medal.
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Iyer has scored 
590 runs in 21 T20I 
innings as Indian 
captain.

CHRISTCHURCH:  Indian 
captain Shreyas Iyer will 
be under considerable 
pressure to rediscover 
consistency when India 
begin their five-match 
T20I series against New 
Zealand in Christchurch 
on Thursday. Despite 
enjoying an impressive 
record against the Black 
Caps across formats, 
his fluctuating perfor-
mances in the shortest 
format remain a con-
cern.

Iyer emerged as 
India’s leading run-
scorer during the recent 
home series against the 
West Indies, accumu-
lating 181 runs in four 
innings at an explosive 
strike rate of 205.68. 
However, his unbeaten 
102 in the opening 
encounter accounted for 
a significant portion of 
those runs.

The Indian skipper 
followed his maiden 
T20I century with an 
aggressive 40 off 18 
deliveries in Ranchi but 
subsequently registered 
scores of 1, 16 and 22, 
highlighting his struggle 
to maintain momentum.

Since assuming cap-
taincy, Iyer has accumu-
lated 590 runs in 21 T20I 
innings at an average of 
34.70 and a strike rate 
exceeding 152, includ-

ing one century and two 
half-centuries.

His unbeaten 80 
against England and 
century against the West 
Indies have significantly 
boosted those figures. 

Notably, the century 
ended a sequence of 10 
innings without a fif-
ty-plus score.

Against New Zealand 
in T20Is, Iyer has scored 
225 runs in 13 matches 

at an average of 25 and 
a strike rate of 124.30, 
including one half-cen-
tury.

However, his over-
all international record 
against the Black Caps 

provides encourage-
ment. He has amassed 
1,098 runs in 28 matches 
at an average of 43.92, 
registering three centu-
ries and six half-centu-
ries.

His highest score of 
105 came during India’s 
memorable 2023 World 
Cup semifinal victory 
over New Zealand at 
Mumbai’s Wankhede 
Stadium.

Iyer has also enjoyed 
considerable success on 
New Zealand soil, scor-
ing 512 international 
runs in 13 matches at an 
impressive average of 
51.20, including one cen-
tury and four fifties.

In seven T20Is played 
in New Zealand, he has 
accumulated 166 runs at 
an average of 33.20 and 
a strike rate of 131.74.

Across formats this 
year, Iyer has managed 
809 international runs 
in 30 innings, averaging 
32.36, with one century 
and three half-centuries.

India will rely on 
Abhishek Sharma, Sanju 
Samson, Tilak Varma 
and Ishan Kishan to 
strengthen their batting 
lineup, while experi-
enced bowlers Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar, Arsh-
deep Singh and Kuldeep 
Yadav provide crucial 
support.

For Iyer, the series 
presents an important 
opportunity to silence 
questions surround-
ing his consistency and 
lead India’s batting chal-
lenge.

Australian umpire 
Ben Treloar to 
officiate two 
Ranji Trophy 
matches

MELBOURNE:   Austra-
lian umpire Ben Treloar 
will officiate in two Ranji 
Trophy matches, while 
India’s Parashar Joshi 
will travel Down Under 
to stand in two Sheffield 
Shield matches and one 
One Day Cup fixture 
as part of an exchange 
programme between 
the governing bodies of 
the two countries. Tre-
loar will officiate Del-
hi’s Ranji Trophy match 
against Gujarat from 
October 18 to 21 in Delhi 
before standing in Mum-
bai’s clash with Haryana 
from October 26 to 29 
in Mumbai, a Cricket 
Australia release stated. 
Meanhwhile, Joshi’s 
Australian exchange will 
begin with Queensland’s 
Sheffield Shield match 
against Tasmania at the 
Gabba from November 
11 to 14. 

| GOLDEN EMOTIONAL TRIBUTE |

Rinku Hooda dedicates Asian Para Games gold to mother
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India’s vice-captain 
Shafali Verma faces 
disciplinary action fol-
lowing her frustrated 
on-field reaction.

DUBAI:  India vice-cap-
tain Shafali Verma has 
received an official rep-
rimand and one demerit 
point for breaching the 
ICC Code of Conduct 
during the second wom-
en’s T20 International 
against Zimbabwe in 
Raipur on Sunday.

The 22-year-old was 
penalised for throwing 
the ball to the ground 
in frustration after drop-
ping a catch during 
India’s convincing nine-
wicket victory.

According to an ICC 
statement issued Tues-
day, Shafali violated 
Article 2.2 of the Code 

of Conduct for Players 
and Player Support Per-
sonnel, which covers 
abuse of cricket equip-
ment, clothing, ground 
equipment and fixtures 
during international 
matches.

The incident 
occurred in the 12th over 

of Zimbabwe’s innings 
when Shafali dropped 
Chipo Mugeri-Tiripano 
at mid-off off Shree 
Charani’s bowling. Vis-
ibly disappointed with 
her fielding error, she 
threw the ball forcefully 
towards the ground.

The ICC confirmed 

that one demerit point 
had been added to 
Shafali’s disciplinary 
record. This was her 
first offence within a 
24-month period.

Shafali admitted the 
violation and accepted 
the sanction proposed 
by G.S. Lakshmi of the 
ICC International Panel 
of Match Referees. Con-
sequently, no formal 
disciplinary hearing was 
required.

| S H A F A L I  F A C E S  R E P R I M A N D |
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“We’ve certainly had a good 
scouting session on him 
and got our plans as to 
what we want to do.” 

Jacob Duffy  
New Zealand Fast Bowler 
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ASIAN PARA GAMES

Archers Sheetal Devi, Swati 
Chaudhary to battle for gold

NAGOYA: Defending champion Shee-
tal Devi and debutant Swati Chaud-
hary advanced to their respective 
finals at the Asian Para Games on 
Tuesday, assuring India of two med-
als in para archery. Sheetal, 19, who 
equalled the world record and estab-
lished a new Asian record during 
qualification, defeated Japan’s Shino-
hara Aya 145-137 in the women’s com-
pound semifinal. She will face Singa-

pore’s Alim Nur Syahidah for gold. 
Swati defeated South Korea’s Eunhee 
Lee 6-2 in the women’s W1 semifinal 
and will meet China’s Mengkan in the 
final. Meanwhile, India’s recurve and 
compound mixed teams progressed 
to the semifinals. Paralympic cham-
pion Harvinder Singh and Bhawna 
defeated Thailand 6-0, while Sheetal 
and Toman Kumar overcame Japan 
154-147. PTI

Shafali Verma reprimanded for 
breaching ICC Code of Conduct

Shreyas Iyer faces stern New 
Zealand test amid inconsistency

Indian captain Shreyas Iyer faces a crucial challenge against New Zealand as he seeks batting consistency 
despite impressive past performances against the Black Caps across international cricket formats.

TOKYO:  FIFA president Gianni Infan-
tino is set to visit Japan this week to 
strengthen support among Asian foot-
ball federations ahead of his re-elec-
tion campaign. Infantino is scheduled 
to meet Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) officials on Wednesday at a five-
star hotel in Tokyo, with media access 
reportedly restricted. The visit follows 
his apology to FIFA’s 37-member ruling 
council in Zurich last week over mis-

takes in preparing a controversial $4.2 
billion proposal to sell commercial 
rights linked to the World Cup. The 
plan has since been abandoned. AFC 
president Sheikh Salman bin Ibrahim 
Al Khalifa initially opposed Infantino’s 
proposal to establish a subsidiary to 
manage the World Cup. However, 
reports suggest relations between 
the two officials may have improved 
recently. PTI

INFANTINO SEEKS SUPPORT

Infantino to take FIFA re-election 
campaign to Japan for support

MADDISON INSPIRES VICTORY

RONALDO FACES SUSPENSION

LONDON: James Maddison marked his 
long-awaited return with a spectacular 
goal as Tottenham defeated Coventry City 
3-1 on Friday to register their first Premier 
League victory of the season. Making his 
first start in 536 days following a serious 
knee injury, Maddison opened the scor-
ing against his former club with a stun-
ning strike in the 14th minute. Coventry 
equalised through Jack Rudoni shortly 
after halftime, but Omar Marmoush 
restored Tottenham’s advantage with a 
curling effort. Ben Davies sealed victory 
with a stoppage-time goal. The win lifted 
Spurs four places to 16th in the stand-
ings, providing relief after three defeats 
and three draws. Maddison described 
his comeback goal as a dream moment 
following months of injury struggles, 
while Coventry manager Frank Lampard 
expressed disappointment despite his 
team’s spirited performance.PTI

LISBON:  Cristiano Ronaldo has been 
handed a 30-day suspension and fined 
255 euros ($285) by the Portuguese 
Football Federation for walking out 
of the national team camp during the 
Nations League campaign. The fed-
eration described the punishment as 
“adequate and sufficient” after Ron-
aldo admitted the charges through 
a formal statement. His clean disci-
plinary record and confession helped 
reduce the penalty. Ronaldo report-
edly left the camp after accusing coach 
Jorge Jesus of breaking an agreement 
regarding his playing time. He had fea-
tured against Wales but remained an 
unused substitute against Norway. The 
suspension, effective October 1, means 
Ronaldo has already served 19 days. 
He is expected to return for Portugal’s 
Nations League clash against Denmark 
on November 14. PTI

Maddison’s dream return helps Spurs 
secure long-awaited Premier League victory

Ronaldo handed 30-day suspension 
and fine for leaving Portugal camp

“I wanted to win this 
gold medal for my 

mother. So, I would 
like to dedicate this 
gold to my mother.”  

Rinku Hooda 
Indian Para Javelin 

Thrower

HIGHLIGHT

z  Shafali received an 
official reprimand and 
one demerit point for 
misconduct Sunday.

z The Indian vice-captain 
admitted her offence, 
avoiding a formal 
disciplinary hearing 
altogether.
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Nishad Kumar claims 
second gold as India’s 
athletics medal tally 
reaches 20.

NAGOYA:  Seasoned 
names like Nishad Kumar 
and Deepthi Jeevanji sur-
passed expectations and 
the new entrants held out 
promise as India’s Asian 
Para Games campaign 
soared on a solid athletics 
performance that brought 
in five gold medals here 
on Tuesday.

In fact, athletics was 
the lone gold contribu-
tor to India’s tally on the 
day with Nishad Kumar 
emerging as the brightest 
star.

After his T47 long 
jump gold on Monday, 
he clinched the top spot 
in high jump as well to 
become only the third 

Indian ever to claim gold 
in two events of a sin-
gle Para Asiad. He also 
smashed the Games 
record with his 2.04m 
jump.

At the end of day two, 
India were placed sixth 
on the table with 35 med-
als, including nine gold, 11 
silver and 15 bronze. The 
athletics contribution to 
this tally currently stands 
at 20.

Deepthi set the pace 
quite early in the day as 
she reasserted her conti-
nental supremacy by snar-
ing a second consecutive 
gold in the women’s 400m 
T20 event after clocking 
a Games record time of 
56.36sec.

The T20 classification 
covers athletes with intel-
lectual impairments with 
challenges in processing 
information, concentra-
tion, and executing race 
plans or tactical strategies. The 23-year-old from 

Telangana is a former 
world champion and had 
won a bronze in the 2024 
Paralympics.

The gold rush con-
tinued with the visually 
impaired Simran (wom-
en’s 200m T12), wheel-
chair-bound Pranav 
Soorma (F51/52/53 discus 
throw) and Devender 
Kumar (F44/64 discus 
throw) also fetching gold 
medals.

Simran, a Paralympic 
bronze-winner, overcame 
fatigue caused by lack of 
vegetarian food options 
here, to smash the Games 
record with a timing of 

24.80sec. Games debu-
tant Tejalben Damor took 
the bronze in the same 
event with a personal best 
of 25.23sec in the event 
for moderately visually 
impaired athletes.

Medals also poured in 
from the shooting range, 
the table tennis competi-
tion, swimming and pow-
erlifting but it was ath-
letics that added golden 
sheen to the overall Indian 
performance.

Silver in shooting, 
powerlifting

Manish Narwal 
clinched silver and 

secured a 2028 Los Ange-
les Paralympics quota 
place for India, while 
debutant Shrishti Arora 
won a bronze as Indian 
shooters collected two 
medals in the men’s and 
women’s 10m air pistol 
SH1 events. The Indian 
shooting contingent took 
its tally to four medals 
after two days of compe-
tition, with one gold, two 
silver and a bronze. Nar-
wal, a 2024 Paris Paralym-
pics silver-medallist and 
an Arjuna awardee from 
Ballabhgarh in Haryana’s 
Faridabad district, shot 
233.7 in the final to fin-
ish second behind South 

Korea’s Jo Jeongdu. A silver 
medal was also secured in 
powerlifting with Ashok 
Kumar Malik finishing sec-
ond in men’s 65kg com-
petition, upgrading his 
bronze from the previous 
edition. The 37-year-old 
from Gohana in Sonipat 
district, who contracted 
polio as a child, lifted a 
best of 192kg.

The bronze-winners 
in TT, swimming
Indian swimmers 

Himanshu Nandal and 
Niranjan Mukundan 
added two bronze med-
als to the country’s tally. 

Himanshu, the 22-year-old 
who was born blind due 
to an optic nerve failure, 
clocked 5:10.91 to finish 
third in the four-swim-
mer field in the men’s 
400m freestyle S11 event. 
Niranjan then completed 
the men’s 200m individ-
ual medley SM7 event 
with 2:57.01 to secure a 
bronze. In the table tennis 
competition, Ravi Baby 
Sahana and Prachi Pandey 
scripted history by becom-
ing India’s first to make 
the podium in the stand-
ing category as the coun-
try secured four bronze 
medals. Paralympics med-
allist Bhavina Patel, Son-
alben Patel, Prachi and 
Sahana all went down to 
accomplished Paralympic 
medallists opponents in 
their respective women’s 
singles semifinals. The 
haul also took India past 
its medal tally from the 
previous edition, where it 

had won two bronze med-
als in para table tennis.

Strong show in 
archery, badminton

Defending champion 
Sheetal Devi and Games 
debutant Swati Chaudhary 
stormed into the finals of 
their respective individ-
ual events as India’s para 
archers assured the coun-
try of five medals. The 
19-year-old Sheetal, who 
equalled the world record 
and created a new Asian 
record in the qualification 
round, defeated Japan’s 
Shinohara Aya 145-137 in 
the women’s compound 
semifinal to set up a gold-
medal clash with Singa-
pore’s Alim Nur Syahidah. 
Swati, who is making her 
Games debut, also assured 
India of at least a silver 
after beating South Korea’s 
Eunhee Lee 6-2 in women’s 
W1 semifinal. 
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Athletics gold rush powers India’s Asian Para Games show
India’s Asian Para Games campaign gathered remarkable momentum as athletics stars delivered five gold medals, with Nishad Kumar and 

Deepthi Jeevanji producing record-breaking performances, lifting the country’s overall medal tally to an impressive 35.
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VADODARA: Baroda, 
Vidarbha, and Uttar 
Pradesh recorded succes-
sive wins in round two 
of the Ranji Trophy Elite 
Group C here on Tuesday.
Resuming the day at 102 
for four, Uttar Pradesh 
were bowled out for 197 
in 58.4 overs with Aryan 
Juyal making 74 off 143 
balls, setting Goa a target 
of 236.
Kartik Yadav took a five-
wicket haul as Uttar 
Pradesh shot out Goa for 
167 to secure a 68-run 
win in Kanpur.
In Srinagar, Vidarbha 
scripted a thrilling three-
wicket win over the 
defending champions 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Chasing a paltry 79, 
Vidarbha lost seven wick-
ets before getting over 
the line.
Jammu and Kashmir 
reduced the visitors to 55 
for seven before India all-
rounder Harsh Dubey (22 
not out off 40) got the job 
done alongside Nachiket 
Bhute (13 not out off 7).
In Vadodara, hosts Bar-

oda completed a domi-
nant 10-wicket win over 
Bihar.
The home team bowled 
Bihar out for 251 in their 
second innings, leaving 
them with only two runs 
to chase. Bhargav Bhatt 
was the star for Baroda in 
the second innings, snar-
ing six wickets for 53 runs 
in 29 overs.

Baroda, Vidarbha, and 
Uttar Pradesh record wins

| R A N J I  T R O P H Y  E L I T E  G R O U P  A | Bengal beat 
Services by 
60 runs 
NEW DELHI:   Bengal 
recorded a command-
ing 60-run victory over 
Services in a Group C 
match of the Ranji Tro-
phy here on Tuesday. 
After setting a target 
of 209 in a low-scoring 
game here at the Palam 
A Ground, Pradipta Pra-
manik’s 4/48 helped 
Bengal bowl Services 
out for 148 in the second 
innings for a 60-run win. 
In a contest in which nei-
ther side could cross the 
200-run mark, Bengal’s 
first-innings total of 184 
remained the highest. 
Opener Nitin Tanwar was 
the only Services batter 
to provide some resis-
tance with a gritty 49, but 
his was one of the three 
wickets snaffled by Shah-
baz Ahmed. Aamir Ghani 
took 2/40. 

| R A J N I  T R O P H Y |

FASTFACTS 

z Sarfaraz smashes 
154 while Akash Anand 
contributes 117 in 
Mumbai’s massive 
total.

z Sai Kishore’s six-
wicket haul including 
hat-trick powers Tamil 
Nadu to emphatic 
victory.
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Sarfaraz Khan’s 
magnificent cen-
tury helped Mumbai 
dominate Himachal 
Pradesh in Ranji Tro-
phy.

BILASPUR:  Sarfaraz 
Khan’s brilliant 154 pow-
ered Mumbai to a com-
manding position against 
Himachal Pradesh on the 
third day of their Ranji 
Trophy Elite Group D 
encounter here on Tues-
day.

Sarfaraz struck 19 
boundaries in his 228-ball 
innings, while wicket-
keeper Akash Anand con-
tributed 117 as Mumbai 
declared at 528 for eight.

The pair added 210 
runs for the fifth wicket 
after Sarfaraz shared 
a 68-run partnership 
with Siddhesh Lad, who 
scored 87.

Himachal Pradesh 
reached 144 for three at 
stumps, still trailing by 
244 runs. Pukhraj Mann 
remained unbeaten on 38 

alongside Vaibhav Kalita 
on 21.

Shams Mulani, Sylves-
ter D’Souza and Mohit 
Awasthi claimed one 
wicket each.

Meanwhile, in Chen-
nai, R Sai Kishore’s sen-
sational six for 34, includ-
ing a hat-trick, helped 
Tamil Nadu crush Uttara-

khand by an innings and 
66 runs.

Uttarakhand collapsed 
for 113 in their second 
innings after managing 
134 in the first.

Elsewhere, Railways 
reached 305 for six 
against Rajasthan’s 497, 
trailing by 192 runs.

Sarfaraz Khan’s 154 gives Mumbai 
huge lead over Himachal Pradesh

Mohammed Shami remains 
confident of India comeback

| SHAMI EYES COMEBACK |
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Veteran pacer 
Mohammed Shami 
insists fitness remains 
strong despite 
national team exclu-
sion.

NEW DELHI:  Veteran 
Indian pacer Mohammed 
Shami remains deter-
mined to make a national 
comeback, insisting he 
is still at his fitness peak 
despite being overlooked 
for the upcoming New 
Zealand tour.

The 36-year-old, who 
last represented India in 
March 2025, expressed 
confidence after Bengal’s 
Ranji Trophy victory over 
Services.

“I am still at my peak,” 
Shami declared, dismiss-
ing suggestions that his 
best days were behind 
him.

Shami said playing 
domestic cricket regu-
larly would help maintain 
his rhythm and readiness 
for future international 
assignments.

“Hope should always 

be there. In any profes-
sion, in any sport, you 
should have a goal,” he 
said.

The experienced pacer 
maintained that selection 
decisions were beyond 
his control and stressed 
concentrating on fitness, 
skills and match prepara-
tion.

He also welcomed 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s 
international return, 
saying the experienced 
bowler deserved an ear-
lier recall.

Expressing loyalty 
towards Bengal, Shami 
said he intended to finish 
his career with the state 
team that helped estab-
lish his reputation in 
Indian cricket.
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Anushka and Shafali 
shared a 54-run stand 
off 32 balls to set the 
tone for the innings.
 
RAIPUR:   Shafali Verma 
made an entertaining 
69 off 37 balls while 
former Harmanpreet 
Kaur returned to her 
destructive best with an 
unbeaten 91 off 41 balls as 
India hammered 216 for 
seven in the third T20I 
against Zimbabwe here 
on Tuesday.

Smriti Mandhana 
opted to bat with an aim 
to give more batters time 
in the middle.

For that very pur-
pose, she made way for 
Anushka Sharma (28 off 
20) to open the batting 
alongside Shafali, who 
scored a second consec-

utive half-century to lead 
India’s charge.

Anushka and Shafali 
shared a 54-run stand off 
32 balls to set the tone for 
the innings.

Anushka pulled Ten-
dai Makusha for a thun-

dering six in the fifth 
over. Shafali, at the other 
end, hit sixes for fun in 
her sizzling effort and 
the majority of her five 
strikes went over deep 
mid-wicket.

The Indian opener 

also effectively employed 
the sweep against the 
spinners.

Following Shafali’s 
departure, Harmanpreet 
extended India’s six-hit-
ting spree with five max-
imums. It was a good sur-
face to bat on, ideal for 
Harmanpreet to return to 
her explosive ways.

The 37-year-old had 
not found her groove on 
the slow pitches of the 
Asia Cup and did not get 
a lot of batting time in 
the team’s triumphant 
Asian Games campaign in 
Japan.

“Feels great that I got 
some time in the mid-
dle. Just wanted to enjoy 
myself and bat as long as 
possible,” said Harman-
preet.

India smashed 62 runs 
in the last five overs with 
the loss of four wickets.

| T20 SERIES | 

Harmanpreet, Shafali fire India to 216/7 against Zimbabwe
Siddikur Rahman 
leads PGTI 
Qualifying School

AHMEDABAD: Bangla-
desh’s Siddikur Rahman 
fired a three-under 69 to 
emerge as the first-round 
leader in the final stage 
of the PGTI Qualifying 
School here on Tuesday. 
Four golfers were tied for 
second place with scores 
of 70. This group included 
Indians Arindam Sudan, 
Chetan Baisoya, Sumit 
Kotwal, and amateur Arin 
Ahuja. The 41-year-old 
Rahman, a winner of mul-
tiple international titles 
and a seven-time winner 
on the PGTI tour, put 
together five birdies and 
two bogeys in his open-
ing round effort. The top 
80 players (+ ties) out of 
a total field of 123 golfers 
will make the cut after 
round two of the Final 
Qualifying Stage.

Gold medalist Simran Sharma, centre, and bronze medalist Tejalben Damor, right, pose with the tricolour after competing in the Women’s 200m T12 
event at the 5th Asian Para Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. 
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SEOUL: South Korea said 
Tuesday it will with-
draw some staff from its 
embassy in Kyiv, deepen-
ing a diplomatic row over 
Ukraine’s announcement 
last month of a transfer of 
two North Korean prison-
ers of war that Seoul says 
was meant to be secret.

The diplomatic dis-
pute between the coun-
tries began after Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy disclosed the 
prisoners’ transfer dur-
ing a Sept. 23 speech 
at the United Nations. 
South Korea has accused 
Ukraine of violating a 

nondisclosure agree-
ment, but Ukraine denies 
the countries reached 
such a deal, further 
angering Seoul.

South Korea recalled 
its ambassador to Ukraine 
earlier this month in pro-
test. Ukrainian Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 

Heorhii Tykhyi told local 
media at the time that 
Kyiv remains open to 
“constructive dialogue” 
and that “diplomacy 
must prevail over emo-
tions.”

South Korean Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson 
Park Doosoon said Tues-

day that the withdrawal 
of additional embassy 
staff was due to Ukraine’s 
“lack of constructive 
steps” to address Seoul’s 
grievances as well as 
concerns about safety 
amid intensifying Rus-
sian attacks. Park did not 
specify how many staff 

members would with-
draw or when. He said 
South Korea would keep 
its charge d’affaires and 
essential personnel in 
Kyiv to maintain contact 
with Ukrainian author-
ities and assist South 
Korean citizens.

“We are still maintain-
ing communication, and, 
as I mentioned earlier, 
our goal is to seek an ami-
cable resolution through 
close consultation with 
the Ukrainian side,” 
Park said. “We conveyed 
our clear position and 
requests over the pend-
ing issues between the 
two countries through 
various channels. 

Press Trust Of India

China hit back Tues-
day at a US ban on 
Chinese artificial 
intelligence startup 
DeepSeek’s products 
for federal civilian 
agencies.

HONG KONG: China hit 
back Tuesday at a US 
ban on Chinese artifi-
cial intelligence startup 
DeepSeek’s products for 
federal civilian agencies, 
highlighting friction in 
the two AI powers’ heated 
technology race.

The agencies should 
remove DeepSeek and 
its affiliated products, as 

well as third party prod-
ucts and services devel-
oped using DeepSeek, 
from their IT systems, the 
Department of Homeland 
Security said in a notice 
made public on Monday.

The department’s 
order, dating back to late 
July, also blocks civilian 
agencies from procuring 
DeepSeek products and 
services. DeepSeek is one 
of China’s leading and 

best-known AI companies 
and its open-source mod-
els are widely available in 
countries including the 
United States. They are 
mostly free to use.

The notice in the 
Federal Register alleges 
that DeepSeek’s models 
“present multiple threat 
vectors.” It said concerns 
include that its servers 
are located in China and 
that Chinese authorities’ 

could potentially access 
private company infra-
structure and sensitive 
US data.

In Beijing, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Mao Ning said 
China will “will resolutely 
safeguard the legitimate 
rights and interests of 
Chinese companies” 
when asked at a reg-
ular press conference  
about the US ban.
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Pak court seeks 
reply over 
detention of ex CM  

PESHAWAR: A Pakistani 
high court on Tuesday 
issued notices to the par-
ties concerned over the 
alleged illegal detention 
of former Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa chief minister 
Sohail Afridi and provin-
cial assembly Speaker 
Babar Saleem Swati, seek-
ing replies within 10 days. 
The development comes 
a week later, when a peti-
tion was filed in the Pes-
hawar High Court seeking 
the immediate recovery 
of former Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa chief minister 
Sohail Afridi and clarifica-
tion regarding his where-
abouts. Several leaders of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI), including Afridi, 
were taken into custody 
immediately after the 
emergency was imposed.

|  D E E P S E E K  |

China defends DeepSeek after US 
ban of its AI from govt systems

Press Trust Of India

DUBAI: A series of Israeli 
attack on an apartment 
in Gaza left six people 
dead and wounded oth-
ers as the military said 
it targeted a Hamas mil-
itant.  In the previous  
attack four persons had 
been killed, which fol-
lowed the killing of two 
persons this morning. 

In all six persons were 
killed The death toll 
from a missile strike by 
Yemen’s Iranian-backed 
Houthi rebels on a gov-
ernment training camp 
in southern Yemen rose 
to 60. Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, 

meanwhile, suggested 
in a video call with U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
that their two countries 
could launch new attacks 
on Iran.

The Israeli military 
struck an apartment in 
Gaza before dawn, killing 
two people and injuring 
others. The two people 
killed were a man and his 
wife, according to Shifa 
Hospital, which received 
the bodies. The Israeli 
military said it struck a 
Hamas militant.

The attack followed 
a series of strikes that 
killed at least four peo-
ple. They came more 
than a year after Israel 

and Hamas agreed to a 
ceasefire. But the death 
toll in Gaza continues 
to rise as Israel carries 
out near-daily strikes on 
what it says are members 
of Hamas.

More than 1,500 Pal-
estinians in Gaza have 

been killed by Israel 
since last year’s cease-
fire, according to the ter-
ritory’s health ministry, 
which maintains detailed 
records and is seen as 
generally reliable by U.N. 
agencies and indepen-
dent experts. The min-
istry, part of the Hamas-
run government, does 
not distinguish between 
civilians and militants in 
its toll but says women 
and children make up 
nearly half the dead.

Yemeni military and 
government officials 
said the death toll from 
Monday’s strikes by the 
Houthis on a government 
training camp in south-

ern Yemen has reached 
60. At least a dozen 
remain unaccounted for.

The Iranian-backed 
rebels hit the mili-
tary camp, where new 
recruits were receiving 
training, with ballistic 
missiles. It was the dead-
liest strike since a resur-
gence in fighting this 
summer in the impover-
ished country.

The strike on the 
al-Alam camp left more 
than 200 other recruits 
wounded, said the 
officials, who spoke 
on condition of ano-
nymity because they 
were not authorized to  
brief the media. 

Israeli pre-dawn strikes on  
Gaza apartment kills six 

An Israeli attack on an apartment in Gaza left two people dead and wounded others as 
the military said it targeted a Hamas militant.
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BEST OF THE REST

JOHANNESBURG: A South African court 
denied bail on Tuesday to a former dep-
uty police chief facing sexual offence 
charges, ruling that he remain behind 
bars pending trial.The officer, Shadrack 
Sibiya, resigned from the police service 
earlier this month following his arrest in 
September. He is accused of raping an 
18-year-old woman, human trafficking 
and the sexual grooming of a minor.

There are also allegations made at 
the commission of inquiry probing 
criminality in the police that he has 
links to alleged members of criminal 
networks in the country. Sibiya denies 
the allegations. On Tuesday, the Rand-
burg Magistrates Court denied him 
bail, saying he had failed to present 
exceptional circumstances as to why he 
should be released and agreeing with 
prosecutors that his release would pose  
a threat to witnesses.

Police say that Sibiya’s departure 
from the police service is regarded as 
a dishonourable discharge. Sibiya has 
been the subject of a judicial commis-
sion of inquiry investigating wide-rang-
ing allegations of corruption within the 
South African police and alleged ties to 
the country’s criminal networks.

TOKYO: Global shares were mostly 
lower in cautious trading Tuesday 
after artificial-intelligence-related 
stocks bounced back on Wall Street 
while other sectors continued to be 
shaky and oil prices stayed high. 
France’s CAC 40 dipped 0.4 per cent 
in early trading to 7,836.70, while the 
German DAX shed 0.7 per cent to 
25,134.29. Britain’s FTSE 100 lost 0.6  
per cent to 10,703.98.

US shares were set to drift higher 
with Dow futures up 0.3 per cent at 
52,332.00. S&P 500 futures gained less 
than 0.1 per cent to 7,735.25. In Asia, 
Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 declined 
1.3 per cent to finish 64,075.42. Austra-
lia’s S&P/ASX 200 lost 0.3 per cent to 
8,816.90. South Korea’s Kospi dropped 
3.7 per cent to 5,552.74, as the frenzy 
over AI-related issues resulted in a 
decline. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng fell 
1.3 per cent to 23,867.74, while the 
Shanghai Composite edged up 0.1 per 
cent to 3,735.37. Analysts say inves-
tors are also waiting for the upcoming 
slew of earnings reports from various 
major companies.In energy trading, 
benchmark US crude jumped 2.13 per  
cent to USD 105.87 a barrel.

STOCKS 

Global shares decline 
after AI stocks lead 
rebound on Wall Street

COURT

Ex South Africa police 
chief faces sexual 
offence charges

CAIRO: The death toll from a Houthi 
missile strike on a government mil-
itary camp in southern Yemen rose 
to 60 people, primarily new recruits, 
making it the deadliest strike since 
fighting in the country began escalat-
ing three months ago, Yemeni officials 
said Tuesday.

At least a dozen people were still 
missing a day after the Iranian-backed 
rebels hit the al-Alam training camp in 
the southern province of Shabwa with 
ballistic missiles, three officials said. 
Monday’s strike was part of a recent 
surge of fighting in Yemen, which 
started when forces from the interna-
tionally-recognised government and 
Saudi-led coalition launched airstrikes 
on Houthi-held Sanaa International 
Airport in July, shattering a 2022 cease-
fire deal that largely stopped fighting 

in the country’s civil war. The Houthis 
have also fired missiles and drones on 
Saudi Arabia, which has struggled to 
counter the Houthi attacks, even with 
far superior US-supplied arms.

The strike on the al-Alam camp hit 
while recruits were lining up in forma-
tion for a training session. Videos from 
the area circulated online and were 
analysed by The Associated Press and 
showed many motionless bodies lying 
on the sandy ground of the camp.

More than 200 other recruits were 
also wounded, said the officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorised to 
brief the media. One of the officials, 
from the local government, said sev-
eral suffered serious injuries and were 
transferred to hospitals in other prov-
inces in life-threatening condition. 

HOUTHI STRIKE
Death toll rises to 60 in Houthi strike on Yemen 

training camp in deadliest attack in months

KYIV: Russia unleashed another mis-
sile and drone blitz of civilian areas in 
Ukraine, killing at least four people, 
officials said Tuesday, as Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy scram-
bled to ensure more American and 
European help during a visit to Norway.

U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff, who along 
with Jared Kushner has tried without 
success to steer Russia and Ukraine 
toward a settlement and end the war, 
was also expected in Oslo, the Norwe-
gian government said. Kushner, who is 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s son-in-
law, will attend the meeting by video-
conference. Norwegian Prime Minister 
Jonas Gahr Støre and Finnish President 
Alexander Stubb were due to meet with 

Zelenskyy in Norway’s capital. With 
further U.S. support for Ukraine in 
doubt as relations between Zelenskyy 
and Trump sour again, the Ukrain-
ian leader said that he spoke with 
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio,  
who is on a trip to Asia.

That conversation came after 
Zelenskyy told a bipartisan group of 
U.S. lawmakers on Monday that he 
believes “some political decision has 
been made to slow down ... support 
for us.” Ukraine nearly has run out of 
American-made Patriot air defense 
interceptors that it needs to stop Rus-
sia’s ballistic missiles, according to 
Zelenskyy, who has pleaded for Wash-
ington to send more. 

RUSSIA-UKRAINE-WAR
Russian missile and drone blitz kills 4 in 

Ukraine as Zelenskyy seeks help in Norway

“The withdrawal 
of  embassy 

staff was due to 
Ukraine’s lack of 

constructive steps.”
Park Doosoon 

Spokesperson, South Korea 

FASTFACTS

z Israeli PM Benjamin 
Netanyahu  said Israel 
and USA could launch 
new attacks on Iran.

zMore than 1,500 
Palestinians in Gaza 
have been killed by 
Israel since last year’s 
ceasefire.

FASTFACTS

z The notice in the 
Federal Register 
alleges that DeepSeek’s 
models “present 
multiple threat 
vectors.” 

“After  assessing the situation for 
next course of action, Israel and 
USA could launch new attacks on 

Iran.”
Benjamin Netanyahu        

Israeli PM

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during the 25th Meeting of the Council of Heads of Government (CHG) of the Shanghai Cooperation  
Organisation (SCO), in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. AP/PTI

Rajnath Singh in Tajikistan
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