
Press Trust Of India

A deputy superinten-
dent of police has been 
assigned to lead the 
probe.

JAMMU: An Army offi-
cer’s wife, who allegedly 
used artificial intelligence 
tools including ChatGPT 
and Claude to write ana-
lytical papers on sensitive 
national security issues 
for Chinese intelligence 
operatives, has been 
booked in Jammu for 
alleged espionage-related 
activities, officials said on 
Sunday.

The accused, a 
well-qualified resident of 
Telangana who under-
took an IT internship 
with the United Nations 
in 2023, is currently 
working as a freelance 
researcher. Although she 

has not been arrested, 
she has been questioned 
following the registration 
of the FIR and is cooper-
ating with investigating 
agencies, the officials 
said. The woman was 
allegedly tasked to write 
analytical papers on sen-
sitive security, defence, 
and geopolitical issues, 
specifically covering 
Line of Control (LoC) 
dynamics in Jammu and 
Kashmir, critical infra-
structure projects in 
Arunachal Pradesh, and 

drone deployment, they 
said. According to the 
officials, the case was reg-
istered at Gandhi Nagar 
police station in Jammu 
on Friday under relevant 
provisions of the Official 
Secrets Act, concerning 
espionage and the unau-
thorised handling of pro-
tected official informa-
tion, alongside provisions 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) relating to 
criminal conspiracy and 
offences against national 
sovereignty. A deputy 

superintendent of police 
has been assigned to lead 
the probe.

Acting on a tip-off, a 
joint team comprising 
personnel from the cen-
tral intelligence agency 
and police intercepted 
the woman at Jammu 
Tawi railway station on 
October 14 when she was 
reportedly preparing to 
board a train to Pathan-
kot. She was stopped and 
taken to a nearby military 
station for questioning, 
the officials said.

Her mobile phone 
was seized and sent for a 
detailed forensic analysis.

The accused mar-
ried a serving Army offi-
cer holding the rank of 
Major in October 2023 
after completing Mas-
ter of Advanced Studies 
in European and Inter-
national Governance 

in Geneva in 2022. She 
also earned a master’s 
degree in International 
Relations from a univer-
sity in Bengaluru in 2021. 
She had also undertaken 
an online internship with 
the Centre for Land War-
fare Studies (CLAWS) in 
New Delhi and authored 
several research articles, 
the officials said. Inter-
rogation indicated that 
she had interacted with 
several foreign nationals 
during her UN intern-
ship, including a Chinese 
national with whom she 
allegedly maintained con-
tact through WhatsApp.

The officials claimed 
that in 2024, she was in 
contact via social media 
with a Malaysian national 
running a consultancy 
who was allegedly work-
ing for Chinese intelli-
gence agencies.

Wreckage of a truck after it ploughed into several devotees before 
crashing into a temple’s entry gate, in Gwalior, MP, Sunday. |  Photo PTI

A woman performs rituals at a pandal during Durga Puja  
festival, in Gurugram, Sunday. |  Photo PTI

Durga Puja celebrations
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Army officer’s wife booked for 
alleged espionage-related activities

The accused is currently working as a freelance researcher. 

NEWSLINE
MUMBAI

Tiger Shroff escapes 
firing attempt

Unidentified person/s 
fired at actor Tiger Shroff’s 
car in Mumbai’s Juhu area 
on Sunday evening, though 
he is unhurt, police said. 
The incident took place 
near Pushpa Park under 
Juhu police station limits 
in the western suburb, and 
the chain of events lead-
ing to the incident is being 
pieced together, an official 
said. “Shroff is safe and 
has not sustained any inju-
ries in the firing incident,” 
the official reiterated. As 
per preliminary reports, 
an unidentified individual 
fired upon the actor and 
his friend. A viral video 
showed an unidentified 
person opening fire on the 
actor’s car.

15 killed as truck mows down 
devotees outside Gwalior temple
Press Trust Of India

The impact brought 
down a section of the 
temple wall, trapping 
people under the 
debris.

GWALIOR/BHOPAL: Fif-
teen persons, including 
several teenagers, lost 
their lives and more 
than 25 were injured 
when a speeding truck 
ploughed into devotees 
gathered for Navratri 

prayers outside a temple 
in Madhya Pradesh’s 

Gwalior district early 
on Sunday, police said. 

The paddy-laden truck, 
bearing a Punjab regis-
tration number, entered 
a no-entry zone on 
Chinar Road at around 
1.30 am, crashed into 
several devotees wait-
ing for darshan and 
roadside shops before 
hitting the Sheetla Mata 
temple’s entrance gate, 
they said.

The truck driver fled 
the scene, and police 
teams were searching 
for him, they added.

|  ANKITA BHANDARI MURDER  | 

Several detained as protesters demand impartial probe 
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Several peo-
ple, including Congress 
members, were detained 
by Delhi Police on Sunday 
after they staged a protest 
outside the Patiala House 
Court here, demanding 
a transparent and court-
monitored probe into the 
2022 murder of 19-year-
old Ankita Bhandari in 

Uttarakhand. The protest-
ers sought accountability 
and called for a fair probe 
into the alleged ‘VIP’ 
angle, which has come 
under renewed scrutiny 

amid an ongoing CBI 
investigation. Delhi Con-
gress member Laxman 
Rawat said no individual 
should be above the law.

“Ankita Bhandari 
deserves justice, and her 
family deserves answers. 
The serious questions 
and allegations surround-
ing this case cannot be 
ignored or buried under 
political pressure,” Rawat 

said. Rawat said the Delhi 
Police detained around 50 
people, several of whom 
were taken to the Jaffar-
pur Police Station.

Around 100 to 150 
people participated in 
the protest, including 
Congress functionaries 
from Uttarakhand and 
members of the Aam 
Aadmi Party and Left par-
ties, he said.

FILE IMAGE

Critically ill civilian 
patient airlifted in C-130J 
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI/LEH: A 
30-year-old critically ill 
civilian patient was air-
lifted from Leh to Delhi 
in a C-130J aircraft, 
with the mission being 
carried out by the IAF 
in darkness and chal-
lenging weather condi-
tions, officials said on 
Sunday.

The evacuation mis-
sion required a high 
degree of operational 
preparedness, profes-

sional coordination and 
timely execution, they 
said. 

A senior official said 
the airlift happened 
late night on Saturday. 
The defence ministry 
shared more details on 
this short-notice evacu-
ation conducted by the 
Indian Air Force. An IAF 
C-130J aircraft airlifted 
the critically ill patient 
from Leh to Palam air 
base in Delhi for further 
medical care, the minis-
try said in a statement.

‘Oppn’s ‘low-level acts’ reinforce 
need for Modi’s leadership’

Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR:  BJP MP Kan-
gana Ranaut on Sunday 
slammed opposition 
parties over their calls 
for regime change, stat-
ing that their “low-level 
acts” constantly remind 
the nation of the need for 
strong leadership under 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Speaking to report-
ers at the Swami Viveka-
nanda Airport here, the 
actor-politician cited 
recent unrest in France 
and global conflicts to 
emphasise that such 
developments make PM 
Modi’s decisive leader-
ship even more vital for 
India.

Asked about the 
Opposition’s remarks 
about regime change, 

she claimed, “Such low-
level acts are repeatedly 
reminding the country 
that strong leadership is 
necessary. You saw what 
happened in France last 
night. Everything was set 
on fire, historical struc-
tures were destroyed, 
and looting took place.”

The opposition par-
ties have come under 
fire over senior advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan’s 
“regime change” remark 
amid protests against the 
Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of the electoral 
rolls.

During a press confer-
ence earlier this week, 
Bhushan said spreading 
“disaffection” against 
a government is not a 
crime in a democracy, 
and that the struggle is 
now “really for a regime 
change”. Several BJP 
leaders have reacted 
sharply to the remark.

Ranaut said, “Every-
one is watching the situ-
ation that has emerged 
around a possible Third 
World War. 



RAIPUR: The Sickle Cell Committee of 
the All India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS), Raipur, in collaboration 
with the Department of Biochemistry 
and the Association of Biochemistry 
Clinical Welfare Society, organized a spe-
cial awareness camp at the Community 
Health Centre (CHC), Dharsiwa. The 
primary objective of the camp was to 
strengthen public awareness regarding 
tests conducted during pregnancy and 
early screening for newborns. The pro-
gram was organized under the guidance 
of Prof. (Dr.) Eli Mohapatra, Dean (Aca-
demics), Chairperson of the Sickle Cell 
Committee, and Head of the Department 
of Biochemistry at AIIMS Raipur. More 
than 60 participants, including pregnant 

women, mothers of newborns, Mitanins, 
and local healthcare workers, actively 
took part in the event. During the techni-
cal and awareness sessions of the camp, 
specialist doctors provided detailed guid-
ance on critical topics related to maternal 
and child health. Prof. (Dr.) Suprava Patel 
highlighted the necessity of antenatal 
screening for the timely detection of ane-
mia, hypertension, gestational diabetes, 
and genetic disorders during pregnancy. 

RAIPUR: Ace marksmen from across the 
state put on an electrifying masterclass 
of precision and focus at Dr. C.V. Raman 
University in Kota, Bilaspur, as the pres-
tigious 26th Senior State-Level Archery 
Championship, organized by the Chhat-
tisgarh Pradesh Archery Association, cul-
minated in thrilling fashion. Kondagaon’s 
sharp-shooter Nishant Patel emerged as 
the standout star of the entire tourna-
ment, registering an unmatched tourna-
ment-high score of 348 points to capture 
the gold medal in the Boys’ Compound 
event, closely chased by fellow district 
mate Aryan Sahu (342 points) in second 
and Rajnandgaon’s Rustom (340 points) 
in third. In the Girls’ Compound show-
down, Mahasamund’s Padma dominated 
the podium with a dazzling 343 points 
to seal top honours, leaving Arya from 

Sport Academy (338 points) and Durg’s 
Ankita Mourya (336 points) with the run-
ner-up and third positions, respectively. 
District Mahasamund stamped its author-
ity across multiple divisions, sweeping 
three championship titles throughout 
the meet. In the Boys’ Indian Round, 
Kamlesh of Mahasamund held his nerve 
to strike gold with 338 points, overcom-
ing a fierce challenge from Shivtarai duo 
Vikram Raj (335 points) and Kuber Singh 
Jagat (330 points). 

Central Chronicle News

CM Sai offers 
prayers to Maa Kali 
and Maa Durga, 
prays for Ch’garh’s 
prosperity.

RAIPUR: Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai visited the 
renowned Maa Kali Temple 
in Kali Bari and a Durga Puja 
pandal in the state capital 
today evening. He offered 
prayers to Maa Kali and Maa 
Durga, performed custom-
ary rituals and prayed for 
the prosperity, happiness 
and good health of the peo-
ple of Chhattisgarh.  Bowing 
before the goddesses, he 
sought their blessings for 
continued peace, happiness 
and prosperity in the state. 
Offering prayers with deep 

devotion, CM Sai wished 
for the continued progress 
of Chhattisgarh and hap-
piness and prosperity in 
every household. He said 
that the sacred occasion 
of worshipping the divine 
feminine power connects 
people with their faith, cul-
ture and glorious traditions. 
Maa Durga symbolises 
strength, courage and pos-
itive energy, and her wor-
ship inspires people to face 
life’s challenges with deter-
mination and follow the 

path of truth, righteousness 
and moral conduct. Sai said 
that Chhattisgarh’s identity 
is deeply rooted in its rich 
culture, folk traditions and 
religious faith. Festivals are 
not merely religious obser-
vances, they strengthen 
social harmony, mutual 
affection and brotherhood. 
Such celebrations bring dif-
ferent sections of society 
together and familiarise 
younger generations with 
the state’s cultural heritage 
and enduring values. 

02 CENTRAL CHRONICLE  |   Bilaspur, Monday, October 19, 2026

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The BJP MLA 
Purandar Mishra pro-
viding details about the 
Ravan Dahan event to 
be held in Raipur’s WRS 
Colony, informed that 
the grand event would 
be organized on October 
20 to mark the festival of 
Vijayadashami. A large 
turnout is expected for 
the occasion. The MLA 
appealed to the residents 
of Raipur to visit WRS 
Colony and participate in 
the Ravan Dahan event. 

Purandar Mishra men-
tioned that this year, 
a 101-foot-tall effigy of 
Ravan will be set on fire 
in WRS Colony, along-
side the effigies of Kumb-
hakarna and Meghnada. 
He noted that the festi-

val, held in WRS Colony, 
has now completed 56 
years—a detail he linked 
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s well-known 
remark about his “56-
inch chest.” 

Appreciation for the 
support from the ‘Rail-
way family’ 

The BJP MLA praised 
the role of the ‘Railway 
family’ (the railway com-
munity) in the event. He 
highlighted the signifi-
cance of organizing this 
religious and cultural 
event consistently for so 
many years, commend-
ing the support provided 
by the railway commu-
nity. He added that Ravan 
Dahan is not merely a 
religious event, but also 
an opportunity for peo-
ple to come together and 

connect with their cul-
tural traditions. The orga-
nizers are currently mak-
ing preparations for the 
event in WRS Colony. The 
MLA has urged the city 
residents to participate in 
large numbers.

‘101 foot-tall Ravan effigy to  
be combusted on Dussehra’
MLA appealed to the residents of Raipur to visit WRS Colony and participate in the Ravan Dahan event.

Raipur
Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

“Officials have been 
instructed to maintain 

quality in road construction 
and to complete the work 

within the stipulated 
timeframe.”

Lakhanlal Dewangan 
Minister for Inds. &  

Labour- Ch’garh 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: On October 17, 
2026, the Safety Depart-
ment of the South East 
Central Railway’s Rai-
pur Division organized a 
special safety seminar at 
Ullas Bhawan, Shivnath 
Rail Vihar, Raipur. The 
event was attended by 
staff from the Operations, 
Electrical (Operations), 
Engineering, Mechan-
ical, Signal & Telecom-
munication, and Official 
Language (Rajbhasha) 
departments. Discussions 
focused on the following 
key areas:

Prevention of SPAD 
(Signal Passed at Danger) 

incidents; precautions 
to be observed during 
shunting and stabling 
operations; winter-re-
lated safety measures; 
protocols for disconnec-
tion and reconnection; 
inspection of coaches/
wagons to prevent issues 
such as hot axles, brake 
binding, and train part-
ings; safety precautions 
during work in OHE 
(Overhead Equipment) 
blocks; the importance 
of the official language 
(Hindi) and its role in 
safety; fire prevention, 
including the use and 
demonstration of fire 
extinguishers; and basic 
first aid.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In the capital 
city of Raipur, police 
have arrested Shubhan-
kar Dwivedi—a leader 
associated with the BJP 
Yuva Morcha—who had 
been absconding. He is 
accused of entering the 
Gudhiyari police sta-
tion, misbehaving with  
the Station House Officer 
(SHO), issuing threats, 
and damaging govern-
ment property. 

The accused had been 
on the run since the inci-
dent, and the Gudhiyari 
police had been actively 
searching for him. Fol-
lowing his arrest, he was 
brought to the Gudhiyari 
police station, where he 
is currently being inter-
rogated. The police are 
also investigating his 
whereabouts while he 

was in hiding and iden-
tifying those who may 
have assisted him. The 
incident took place on 
September 15. It is alleged 
that Shubhankar Dwivedi 
picked up a flower pot 
and a pen stand from a 
table and threw them 
onto the floor. 

Although the police 
personnel cautioned 
him against damaging 
government property, 
the accused allegedly 
grabbed a nameplate 
from the table and  
hurled it at a television 
mounted on the wall, 
causing it to break. 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In the capital 
city of Raipur, police have 
arrested two individuals 
for carrying out a robbery 
while posing as police 
officers. It is alleged 
that the two assaulted 
a young man, strik-
ing him with a belt, 
and stole his mobile 
phone along with 
the keys to his Activa 
scooter. Following 
the receipt of a com-
plaint, the police ini-
tiated an investigation. 
After inspecting the crime 
scene and questioning wit-
nesses, the police appre-
hended the two suspects 

involved in the incident. 
According to reports, the 
incident occurred within 
the jurisdiction of the 
Purani Basti police sta-
tion. The robbery and 

assault reportedly took 
place on October 16 near 
Kankalipara. In his com-
plaint, the victim stated 
that the perpetrators, who 

claimed to be police offi-
cers, assaulted him before 
robbing him. Acting on a 
tip-off, the police tracked 
down the suspects—
Dhirendra Singh Tomar 

and Akash Pandey—
and took them into 
custody for question-
ing.

During interroga-
tion, the accused con-
fessed to committing 
the crime, citing a 
dispute over a finan-
cial transaction. The 
stolen mobile phone, 

the red leather belt used 
in the assault, and the 
keys to the Activa scooter 
were recovered from their 
possession. 

Special safety seminar 
organised by SECR 

BJP leader arrested for 
misbehaving with SHO

Youth robbed by individuals posing 
as police officers, two arrested

Maa Durga symbolises strength, 
courage & positive energy: CM

|  R I T UA L S  A N D  P R AY E R S  AT  M A A  D U RG A  PA N DA L S  |

RAIPUR: N.H. Goel World School, 
Raipur, celebrates a historic sporting 
achievement as Shourya Agrawal, a 
student of Class XII, clinched the Gold 
Medal in the Under-19 Boys’ Javelin 
Throw at the CBSE National Athletics 
Championship, setting a new CBSE 
National Record with an outstanding 
throw of 66.82 metres. With this remark-
able performance, Shourya has become 
the first athlete from N.H. Goel World 
School to establish a CBSE National 
Record, bringing immense pride and 
recognition to the institution. Adding 
another milestone to his sporting jour-

ney, Shourya has also been selected for 
the SGFI Nationals and Khelo India, cre-
ating further opportunities to showcase 
his talent at prestigious national-level 
competitions. His achievement is a 
reflection of his consistent hard work, 
disciplined training, determination and 
passion for athletics. His success has not 
only brought glory to the school but has 
also inspired fellow students to pursue 
excellence in sports. The NHGWS Sports 
Team expressed heartfelt gratitude to 
the school management for its contin-
ued trust, encouragement and support 
in nurturing young sporting talent. 

RAIPUR: MLA for Raipur South, Sunil 
Soni, visited the Triloki Maa Kalibari 
Temple in Rajendra Nagar to offer 
prayers. On this occasion, the Samiti 
(committee) honoured Soni. He 
praised the ‘Durgotsav’ (Durga Puja 
festival) organized by the Samiti, as 
well as their ongoing efforts in the field 
of social service. Extending his best 
wishes for Navratri and Vijayadashami, 
he prayed for the happiness, peace, 
and prosperity of the state. The Samiti’s 
secretary, Vivek Bardhan, stated that 
the committee’s president, Debashish 
Ganguly, along with other office-bear-
ers, honoured MLA Sunil Soni by 

presenting him with a shawl, a coco-
nut (shrifal), and a memento. During 
the event, Amar Gidwani—a member 
of the Municipal Corporation’s May-
or-in-Council (MIC) and head of the cul-
tural wing—as well as Mr. Sunil Kukreja, 
president of the Civil Lines division, 
were also honored. It is noteworthy 
that the Triloki Maa Kalibari Samiti has 
been organizing the ‘Durgotsav’ for the 
past 46 years and remains consistently 
active in the realm of social service. 
Through religious and cultural events, 
as well as various charitable initia-
tives, the Samiti continues to fulfill its 
responsibilities toward society.

Shourya Agrawal creates history with gold medal 
and new CBSE National Javelin record

Nishant and Padma power gold rush  
at Sr Archery Championship

Triloki Maa Kalibari Samiti honors MLA Sunil Soni 
for his contributions to ‘Durgotsav’ 

AIIMS Raipur organizes maternal and  
neonatal health awareness camp 

HIGHLIGHT

z BJP MLA praised the 
role of the ‘Railway 
family’ (the railway 
community) in the 
event.

HISTORIC SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT 

SPECIAL AWARENESS CAMP

BULLSEYE BRILLIANCE

HNOURFOR DURGOTSAV AND SOCIAL WORKS

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Under the 
‘Samagra Shiksha’ (Com-
prehensive Education) 
initiative, a “Domain-Spe-
cific Teacher Capacity 
Enhancement Training 
Program” for school 
teachers in the state was 
held from October 12 to 
16, 2026, at the Semi-
nar Hall of the College of 
Agriculture, Raipur. The 
program was organized 
under the aegis of the 

Pandit Sunderlal Sharma 
Central Institute of Voca-
tional Education (PSS-
CIVE), Bhopal—a constitu-
ent unit of the Ministry of 
Education, Government 

of India—in collaboration 
with Indira Gandhi Krishi 
Vishwavidyalaya (IGKV). 
Thirty participants from 
various districts across 
Chhattisgarh took part in 

the training. The objec-
tive of the program was 
to promote skill-based, 
practical, and employ-
ment-oriented education 
in schools—in alignment 
with the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020 and 
the National Curriculum 
Framework for School 
Education (NCF-SE) 2023—
and to further develop the 
professional competen-
cies of the teachers. Dur-
ing the training, partici-
pants gained knowledge 

and practical experience 
across a range of subjects. 
The sessions, held from 
October 12 to 16, 2026, cov-
ered both theoretical and 
practical aspects of top-
ics including the National 
Education Policy 2020, 
protected cultivation, 
vegetable production, 
mushroom cultivation, 
seed production, pest and 
disease management, soil 
testing, irrigation, weed 
control, floriculture, and 
post-harvest management. 

Training prog for teachers held at IGKV
|  ‘SA M AG R A  S H I K S H A’  | 

BJP MLA takes a dig at Cong over  
allegations of ‘vote theft’. 

Political rhetoric between the Congress and the 
BJP in Chhattisgarh has intensified following allega-
tions of ‘vote theft’. BJP MLA Purandar Mishra has 
reacted sharply to the Congress party’s move to 
reach out to the booth level. Hitting back, Mishra 
remarked that “thieves see thieves everywhere,” 
asserting that it is the Congress—not the BJP—that 
engages in the theft of votes. In this context, he also 
alluded to historical events surrounding the selec-
tion of the country’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.  Meanwhile, 
the MLA also provided updates regarding the prep-
arations for the ‘Ravan Dahan’ (effigy burning of 
Ravan) event to be held in the WRS Colony area of 
Raipur. Questioning the Congress party’s strategy 
of reaching down to the booth level, Mishra pointed 
out that while the Congress frequently levels accu-
sations of ‘vote theft,’ it ought to reflect on its own 
political history. He reiterated that “thieves see 
thieves everywhere,” alleging that it is the Congress, 
not the BJP, that has a history of stealing votes. 
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Raipur News
Rs 2 cr swindled after cloning 
official’s mobile number
Central Chronicle News

A shocking case 
of cyber fraud has 
come to light in 
Raipur
RAIPUR: A shocking case 
of cyber fraud has come 
to light in Raipur, wherein 
an unknown cyber fraud-
sters allegedly cloned 
the mobile number of 
an authorized official of 
a private company and 
swindled Rs 2 crore from 
the firm. The fraudsters 
sent a WhatsApp mes-
sage to the company’s 
accountant from the offi-
cial’s number, instructing 
an immediate transfer of 
funds. Believing the mes-
sage to be an instruction 
from a senior official, the 
accountant transferred 
Rs 2 crore via RTGS to the 
specified bank account. 
Later, when the official in 
question was contacted, 
he denied having issued 
any such instruction. 
Upon realizing the fraud, 
the company manage-
ment filed a complaint 
with the Cyber Cell. 

According to reports, 
the incident involves 
the corporate office 
of Vankala Cables and 
Transmission Limited, 
located in Raipur. As 
per the complaint filed 
with the police, on 
October 16, 2026, the 
company’s accountant, 
Biresh Tiwari, received 
a WhatsApp message 
from the mobile num-
ber of an authorized 
official, Anshul Sharma. 
The message contained 
instructions to immedi-
ately transfer Rs 2 crore 

to a designated bank 
account. Since the mes-
sage appeared to origi-
nate from the official’s 
own number, the accoun-
tant did not suspect any-

thing and proceeded with 
the payment.  Acting on 
the instructions received 
via WhatsApp, accoun-
tant Biresh Tiwari trans-
ferred the funds from 
the Pandri branch of the 
Bank of Baroda. It has 
been reported that a total 
of Rs 2 crore was trans-
ferred via RTGS to a bank 
account in Prayagraj. 
The payment was made 
under the impression 
that it had been autho-
rized by an official of the 
company. However, it 
was later revealed that 
no such instruction had 
been issued by the offi-
cial. Upon contacting 
the official, the fraud 
came to light; when the 
accountant and company 
management reached 
out to the authorized 
official, Anshul Sharma, 
the entire incident was 
uncovered.
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HIGHLIGHT

z This incident 
highlights the necessity 
of verifying large online 
payments through an 
independent channel 
with the concerned 
official.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The sacred fes-
tival of Navratri signifies 
the expression of rever-
ence towards Shakti- the 
power of divine feminine, 
honouring the strength 
of women, celebrating 
the harmony and unity, 
and celebrating the glori-
ous cultural traditions of 
India. In Indian culture, 
women are revered as 
embodiments of Shakti. 
In keeping with this 
spirit, the Chhattisgarh 
Government is commit-
ted to strengthening the 
dignity, ensuring safety, 
encouraging self-reliance 
and facilitating economic 
empowerment of women. 
Women’s progress is 
not merely the progress 
of an individual family, 
but a foundation for the 
advancement of society 
and the state as a whole.

CM Vishnu Deo Sai 
expressed the afore-
mentioned views while 
addressing the Garba 
and Navratri celebrations 
in Raipur, extending his 
heartfelt greetings and 
best wishes to the people 
of Chhattisgarh on the 
occasion of Navratri.

CM Sai visited the Maa 
Kali Temple in Kali Bari 
and offered prayers for 
the happiness, prosper-
ity and well-being of the 
people. He also attended 
the Shri Patidar Navratri 
Mahotsav organised by 

the Shri Kutch Kadva Pat-
idar Samaj at the Mandi 
premises, a Garba cele-
bration organised by the 
same community in Bhan-
puri, a Navratri Mahotsav 
organised by Shri Kutch 
Gurjar Kshatriya Samaj 
in Govardhan Nagar, and 
Dholida Raas Garba 2026 
in the Amlidih area, along 
with other festive gather-

ings. Sai further said that 
Navratri creates an atmo-
sphere of devotion, faith 
and enthusiasm across 
the country and the state. 
Over nine days, worship-
ping the various forms of 
Maa Durga inspires peo-
ple to embrace courage, 
restraint, positivity and 
righteous conduct. The 
festival strengthens cul-
tural awareness while fos-
tering love, harmony and 
social cohesion.

Chief Minister said 
that Garba is not merely 
a dance celebration but 
a beautiful expression of 
devotion to Maa Durga. 
Originating in Gujarat, 
this rich tradition is now 
celebrated with enthusi-
asm across the country, 
reflecting unity in India’s 
cultural diversity. He said 
that festivals and cele-
brations bring society 

together. When people 
from different communi-
ties celebrate collectively, 
mutual affection, har-
mony and brotherhood 
grow stronger. This is one 
of the greatest strengths 
of Indian culture. In 
Chhattisgarh, communi-
ties have preserved their 
traditions and cultural 
identities while making 
important contributions 
to the state’s social and 
economic development.

Expressing happiness 
at the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of women and 
girls in the Garba celebra-
tions, Shri Sai said their 
presence made these 
events more vibrant and 
dignified. Navratri also 
reminds society of the 
importance of respect-
ing women and fulfill-
ing the responsibilities  
towards them.

Govt is committed for dignity, 
safety of women: CM Sai

CM participates in Garba and Navratri celebrations across Raipur, 
extends festive greetings to the people of Chhattisgarh

FASTFACTS

z  Nearly 68 lakh 
women benefit from 
Mahtari Vandan 
Yojana; 14 lakh women 
in the state have 
cecome Lakhpati Didis

zChhattisgarh 
advancing on the path 
of progress with the 
Vision of ‘Vikas Bhi, 
Virasat Bhi’ 

PENSION ISSUE

CUWA urges CM to 
address the plight of 
RSU pensioners 

RAIPUR: Pradeep Mishra, 
President, and Shirish 
Trivedi, General Secretary 
of the Chhattisgarh Uni-
versity Pensioners’ Wel-
fare Association (CUPWA) 
, stated that they have 
appealed to the state’s 
head, Vishnu Deo Sai. The 
Association submitted a 
formal request in the last 
week of August—followed 
by a reminder in the first 
week of October—urging 
the government to ensure 
that retired university 
employees receive their 
pensions as per the Sev-
enth Pay Commission 
before the conclusion 
of the “Seva Sankalp” 
(Commitment to Service) 
month, which runs from 
Sept 17  to Oct 17. 

The Association has 
been repeatedly appeal-
ing to the Chief Minister, 
the Chief Secretary, the 
Finance Minister, and the 
Minister of Higher Edu-
cation of the Chhattis-
garh Government, urging 
them to ensure timely dis-
bursement of pensions. 
Pradeep Mishra noted 
that it has now been ten 
years and nine months 
that university pension-
ers in Chhattisgarh have 
been denied pensions 
based on the Seventh Pay 
Commission’s scales.

NEWSLINE
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Scientific sessions 
focus on clinical diag-
nosis, disability man-
agement and multidis-
ciplinary approaches 
to neglected tropical 
diseases

RAIPUR: Department of 
Dermatology at the All 
India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS), Raipur, 
organised a Continuing 
Medical Education (CME) 
programme on “Leprosy 
and Mycetoma: Multidis-
ciplinary Perspectives 
on Diagnosis and Man-
agement”, focusing on 
strengthening clinical 
expertise in the diagno-
sis, evaluation and treat-
ment of these neglected 
tropical diseases. The 
programme was orga-
nised by the Indian 
Association of Derma-
tologists, Venereologists 
and Leprologists (IADVL) 
Academy in association 

with the IADVL Chhattis-
garh State Branch. The 
programme was inaugu-
rated by Lieutenant Gen-
eral Ashok Jindal (Retd.), 
Executive Director, AIIMS 
Raipur, in the presence of 
Dr. Eli Mohapatra, Dean 
(Academics), AIIMS Rai-
pur; Dr. Renuga P.S.S., 
Associate Professor, JSS 
Medical College, Mysuru; 
Dr. Piyush Agarwal, Pres-
ident, IADVL Chhattis-
garh State Branch; and 
Dr. Satyaki Ganguly, 
Organising Chairman 
and Head of the Depart-
ment of Dermatology, 

AIIMS Raipur. The scien-
tific sessions covered key 
aspects of the diagnosis, 
clinical evaluation and 
management of leprosy 

and mycetoma. Experts 
delivered lectures on 
nerve conduction studies 
in leprosy, selection of 
splints for managing lep-
rosy-related disabilities, 
sample collection tech-
niques, histopathological 
diagnosis of mycetoma, 
the history of leprosy 
care in Chhattisgarh, 
the National Leprosy 
Eradication Programme 
(NLEP), and the role of 
private practitioners in 
leprosy control. The ses-
sions featured Dr. Neel 
Prabha, Dr. Saravana  
Sukriya S. and others.

|  C M E  O N  L E P R O C Y ,  M Y C E T O M A  M G M T  |

AIIMS Raipur holds CME to 
strengthen diagnosis of Leprosy

JioHotstar becomes official 
streaming partner of 
Ch’garh Hockey League
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: JioHotstar, the 
official streaming part-
ner of the Chhattisgarh 
Hockey League, will lives-
tream all matches of the 
tournament, bringing 
world-class hockey to 
viewers across the coun-
try and beyond. From 
October 22 to November 
1, audiences can watch 
18 exciting matches 
every day from 5:30 PM 
onwards on JioHotstar, in 
addition to enjoying the 
action at the stadium.

The Chhattisgarh 
Hockey League is India’s 
first official state-level 
hockey league to receive 
recognition from Hockey 
India. Featuring six fran-
chises representing six 
cities of the state, the 
tournament will follow a 
league format, with the 
top four teams qualifying 
for the semi-finals. The 
final will be played on 
November 1, 2026.

The league will feature 
several prominent names 
in Indian hockey as mar-

quee players, including 
Olympians Surender 
Kumar, Pradeep Mor, S.V. 
Sunil, Lalit Kumar Upa-
dhyay, Shamsher Singh 
and Chinglensana Singh 
Kangujam. These players 
will lead the six franchise 
teams, adding to the tour-
nament’s competitive 
appeal. Alongside the 
men’s competition, the 
Department of Sports 
and Youth Welfare, 
Chhattisgarh, will organ-
ise an exhibition match 
for women on the open-
ing day. The initiative 
aims to promote wom-
en’s hockey and encour-
age greater participation 
in the sport. Director of 
Sports and Youth Welfare 
Smt. Akanksha Shiksha 
Khalkho said the Chhat-
tisgarh Hockey League 
marks the beginning of 
an important chapter in 
Indian hockey. She said 
the primary objective is 
to provide players from 
the state with opportuni-
ties to excel at the state, 
national and interna-
tional levels.

FASTFACT

z Over 80 delegates 
participate in CME 
organised by the 
Indian Association 
of Dermatologists, 
Venereologists and 
Leprologists Academy 
in collaboration with 
its Chhattisgarh State 
Branch

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Keeping alive Rai-
pur’s long-standing tradi-
tion of intimate classical 
music gatherings during 
Ganeshotsav and Durga 
Puja, a special Hindustani 
classical music baithak 
was organised by Shripad 
Suravadhanivar at Dal Dal 
Seoni, Raipur, during the 
Durga Puja festivities.

The musical gather-
ing continued for nearly 
four to five hours into 
the late night, bringing 
together promising young 
vocalists and established 

musicians of the city. The 
programme offered an 
enriching experience for 
listeners, with unhurried 
performances that allowed 
the artists to explore the 
depth and nuances of Hin-

dustani classical music.
The highlight of the 

evening was the extended 
solo performances by 
young vocalists Soumen-
dra Phadke and Chaitanya 
Joglekar, each presenting 

an hour-long recital.
Soumendra Phadke 

began his performance 
with a vilambit composi-
tion in Raga Puriya Dha-
nashree, exploring the 
melodic framework of the 
raga before concluding 
with the popular tradi-
tional bandish “Payaliya 
Jhankar” in madhyalaya. 
He was accompanied by 
Chandrashekhar Sura-
vadhanivar on tabla and 
Smt. Manjusha Bedekar 
on harmonium. Chaitanya 
Joglekar followed with 
a performance in Raga 
Jogkauns, beginning with 

a vilambit composition in 
Ektaal. His powerful and 
energetic rendition was 
followed by the traditional 
bandish “Peer Parai” in 
madhyalaya Teentaal. 
Chandrashekhar Suravad-
hanivar accompanied him 
on tabla, while Smt. Man-
jusha Bedekar provided 
harmonium support.

The programme then 
featured senior musicians 
Dr. Deepak Bedekar and 
Prof. Vijay Joshi, who 
presented short compo-
sitions in different ragas. 
Dr. Bedekar performed in 
Raga Bageshri.

|  HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL MUSICA BAITHAK | 

Young vocalists and senior musicians enthrall music lovers  Raipur TT squad announced for 
24th CG State Championship
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Raipur district 
table tennis contingent 
has been announced for 
the upcoming “UTT 24th 
Chhattisgarh State and 
Inter-District Table Ten-
nis Championship-2026,” 
scheduled to take place 
from October 22 to Octo-
ber 25 at the Sapre School 
Table Tennis Hall in Bud-
hapara, Raipur. Organized 
by the Chhattisgarh Table 
Tennis Association in col-
laboration with the Life 
Insurance Corporation of 

India (LIC) and Central 
Bank of India, the four-day 
sporting event will feature 
intense competition across 
multiple age groups and 
categories. Announcing 
the squad, chief guest 

Kuldeep Juneja, Presi-
dent of the Chhattisgarh 
Table Tennis Association 
and former MLA of Rai-
pur North, unveiled the 
players and distributed 
official team jerseys. 

Little Garba 
Queen Pahi 
steals the show 

RAIPUR: The Navratri 
fervour reached its 
peak at Avinash Cap-
ital Homes 2 as little 
Pahi Pawar mesmer-
ized everyone with her 
graceful Garba moves. 
Dressed in vibrant tra-
ditional attire, Pahi’s 
energetic and rhythmic 
performance became 
the centre of attraction 
during the society’s 
Garba night.

Residents applauded 
her innocence, con-
fidence and festive 
spirit. Her performance 
added extra charm to 
the celebration, reflect-
ing the true spirit of 
Navratri — joy, devotion 
and togetherness.

OBITUARY

Ganesh Prasad 
Agrawal

RAIPUR: Ganesh Prasad 
Agrawal, breathed his last 
here on Sunday. The final 
rites will be performed on 
Sept. 19 at Marwari cre-
matorium at 3:00 pm. He 
was founder of Shri Ram 
Rui Bhandar at MG Road.

Workshop on 
UCF on Oct 21
RAIPUR: A regional 
workshop on the ‘Urban 
Challenge Fund’ (UCF) 
is scheduled for October 
21 to deliberate on new 
opportunities for urban 
development, invest-
ment, and infrastructure 
in Chhattisgarh. The 
workshop, organized by 
the state’s Urban Admin-
istration and Devel-
opment Department 
in collaboration with 
HUDCO, will take place 
at a private hotel in Naya 
Raipur. Chief Minister 
Shri Vishnu Deo Sai will 
inaugurate the event. 
Union Minister of State 
for Housing and Urban 
Affairs, Shri Tokhan 
Sahu, and Deputy Chief 
Minister, Shri Arun Sao, 
will participate as guests 
of honour.

Focused on the ‘Urban 
Challenge Fund’ and the 
‘Urban Invest Window,’ 
the workshop will bring 
together policymakers, 
experts, and senior offi-
cials to discuss infra-
structure development in 
urban local bodies, strat-
egies for attracting invest-
ment, improved financial 
management of projects, 
the adoption of innova-
tion-driven development 
models, and the well-
planned expansion of cit-
ies. These discussions aim 
to strengthen basic urban 
infrastructure, boost the 
urban economy, foster an 
investment-friendly envi-
ronment, and formulate 
robust, long-term devel-
opment strategies. Sanjay 
Kulshreshtha, Chairman 
and Managing Director of 
HUDCO, will deliver the 
inaugural address.

OBITUARY

Nirmala Behar

RAIPUR: Nirmala Behar 
(Advocate), R/o Sunder 
Nagar, breathed her last 
here on Sept. 16. The final 
rites were performed at 
Mahadev Ghat Cremato-
rium. She was W/o Late 
Dr Ram Kumar Behar 
and mother of Meenal,  
Mili Behar.



Dy CM Arun Sao injured, 
advised 3 weeks of rest

Central Chronicle News

Chhattisgarh Deputy 
Chief Minister Arun Sao 
injured his leg during an 
event in Lormi.

 
BILASPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Arun Sao sustained a leg 
injury during an event in 
the Lormi Assembly con-
stituency on Saturday. He 
was taken to the Chhattis-
garh Institute of Medical 
Sciences (CIMS) in Bilas-
pur for medical examina-
tion and treatment.

Doctors examined 
him and conducted an 
X-ray to assess the extent 
of the injury. The inves-
tigation confirmed that 
there was no fracture. 
However, considering 
the pain and swelling in 
his leg, the medical team 
applied a temporary plas-
ter cast and advised him 
to take complete rest for 
three weeks. Following 
the doctors’ advice, all 
programmes scheduled 
for Sao on Saturday were 
cancelled. He is currently 
resting at his residence in 
Bilaspur and is expected 
to follow the prescribed 

medical instructions dur-
ing his recovery. CIMS 
Dean Dr Ramanesh Murti 
confirmed that the Dep-
uty Chief Minister was 
brought to the hospi-
tal after sustaining the 
injury. Dr Sanjay Ghillie 
and his team examined 
Sao and carried out the 
necessary X-ray exami-
nation. According to Dr 
Murti, although the X-ray 
showed no fracture, 
the doctors decided to 
provide support to the 
injured leg because of 
the pain and swelling. 
The temporary plaster 
cast was applied to help 
manage the injury, while 
three weeks of rest were 
recommended for recov-
ery. The Deputy Chief 
Minister’s visit to CIMS 
was attended by Medi-
cal Superintendent Dr 
Lakhan Singh, Dr Bhu-
pendra Kashyap and 
other doctors and hospi-
tal staff members.

Central Chronicle News

Sarkanda police 
arrested a 35-year-
old man for allegedly 
facilitating cyber 
fraud through bank 
accounts.

BILASPUR: Sarkanda 
police have arrested 
Sanjay Kumar Sahu, 35, 
a resident of Semar-
tal near Gandhi Chowk 
under Koni police station 
limits, for allegedly han-
dling money obtained 
through cyber fraud. His 
alleged associate remains 
absconding.

According to police, 
Sahu allegedly conspired 
with his associate to 
obtain money through 
cyber fraud or by offering 
people various induce-
ments. 

The money was 
reportedly deposited 
into accounts maintained 
with IDFC First Bank and 
the State Bank of India 

(SBI). The accused alleg-
edly withdrew the funds 
through UPI transactions 
and ATMs before shar-
ing the proceeds. The 

case emerged during a 
district-wide investiga-
tion into suspected mule 
bank accounts, following 
directions from senior 
police officials and Rai-
pur Police Headquarters. 

Information received 
through the Govern-
ment of India’s police 
coordination portal, 
JMIS, flagged an IDFC 
First Bank account for 
scrutiny. Police said 11 
cybercrime complaints 

were linked to the suspi-
cious account, which was 
allegedly used to receive 
and transfer fraudulent 
funds. 

Investigators found 
that the account was 
associated with a busi-
ness operating under 
the name Sahu Building 
Material Supplier and 
linked it to Sahu.

After tracing his 
whereabouts, police 
detained and arrested 
him. He has been sent 
on remand, while efforts 
continue to locate the 
absconding accused.

Sarkanda police have 
registered a case under 
relevant provisions of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita and are investigating 
the matter under Section 
66D of the Information 
Technology Act. 

Investigators are 
examining transaction 
records and other suspi-
cious financial activities 
to establish the extent of 
the alleged fraud.

| CYBER FRAUD  |

One arrested in cyber fraud 
involving IDFC, SBI accounts

Eight accused arrested in NTPC 
Sipat copper cable theft
Central Chronicle News

Sipat police arrested 
eight people for 
stealing copper cables 
worth over ₹2 lakh 
from NTPC.

 
BILASPUR:  Sipat police 
have arrested eight peo-
ple for allegedly stealing 
copper cables worth Rs 
2,00,106 from the site 
office of Bridge and Roof 
(India) Limited, which is 
installing a floating solar 
power plant at NTPC 
Sipat. 

Police recovered 211 kg 
of stolen copper cable, 
an e-rickshaw allegedly 
used in the crime, a Hero 
Xtreme motorcycle and 
Rs 15,500 in cash. All 
eight accused have been 
sent to jail on judicial 
remand.

Sipat police station 
in-charge Rajesh Mishra 
said the company is exe-
cuting a 26 MW floating 
solar power project at 
Reservoir 1B in the Ujjwal 
Nagar area of NTPC Sipat 
Township. Arun Kumar 

Sinha, a township resi-
dent originally from How-
rah district in West Ben-
gal, is employed with the 
company.

According to police, a 
tip-off led to the deten-
tion and questioning of 
Rajkumar Dewar alias 
Akdi. During interroga-
tion, he allegedly con-

fessed to committing the 
theft with his associates. 
The accused reportedly 
scaled the company’s 
boundary wall and broke 
into its site office to steal 
copper cables on differ-
ent nights between Octo-
ber 5 and 10. 

They allegedly loaded 
the stolen material into 
an e-rickshaw belonging 
to Chandrahas Suryavan-
shi and transported it to 
an abandoned hospital in 
Pragati Nagar.

Police said the accused 
burned the cables to 
extract copper and sold 
it to scrap dealer Nand 
Kumar Sahu in Nawadih. 

FASTFACTS

z Investigators 
identified 11 
cybercrime complaints 
linked to an IDFC First 
Bank account under 
investigation.

RELIEF 

Durga Puja 
brings relief 
from power cuts
BILASPUR: Residents of 
Bilaspur have received 
temporary relief from daily 
power cuts lasting five to 
six hours as the electricity 
distribution company has 
paused its maintenance 
campaign during the Durga 
Puja and Dussehra festiv-
ities. For the past month 
and a half, the company 
had been carrying out 
pre-Diwali maintenance 
across different parts of the 
city, regularly interrupting 
power supply. The work 
included repairs to substa-
tions, feeders, power lines 
and transformers, as well 
as trimming tree branches 
touching electrical wires. 
Considering the ongoing 
festivities, the company 
suspended maintenance 
work for a few days across 
both divisions of the city 
circle to minimise inconve-
nience and ensure uninter-
rupted electricity during 
the celebrations.

GRATUTUDE 

Tokhan Sahu 
thanks Prez, 
PM for wishes
BILASPUR: Union Minis-
ter of State for Housing 
and Urban Affairs Tok-
han Sahu has expressed 
his gratitude to President 
Droupadi Murmu and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for their birthday 
greetings. He said the 
affection, blessings and 
guidance of the coun-
try’s top leadership had 
strengthened his resolve 
to serve the nation and 
work for public welfare. 
In his birthday message, 
Prime Minister Modi 
praised Sahu’s hard work, 
energy and determina-
tion, and acknowledged 
his role in building a 
“New India”. 

He also wished the 
minister good health 
and a long life. Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu 
conveyed her wishes for 
Sahu’s good health, happi-
ness, prosperity and con-
tinued dedicated service 
to the nation. Express-
ing his gratitude to the 
President, Sahu said the 
greetings were a mat-
ter of great honour and 
inspiration. He described 
her guidance as a valu-
able asset in his public 
life, providing renewed 
motivation for his com-
mitment to national ser-
vice. Thanking the Prime 
Minister, Sahu said it was 
a privilege to carry out his 
public responsibilities.

SEIZURE 

Mining dept 
team seizes 10 
vehicles 

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Sunil Kumar 
Yadav, a junior auditor 
in the School Education 
Department who was 
suspended in connection 
with alleged irregularities 
in teacher rationalisation 
and promotion, received 
no immediate relief from 
the Chhattisgarh High 
Court. Facing a firm 
stance from the court over 
the seriousness of the 
matter, Yadav withdrew 
his petition with per-
mission to approach the 

appropriate departmen-
tal authority.  The writ 
petition challenging his 
suspension was heard by 
a single bench of Justice 
B.D. Guru. Senior counsel 
appeared for Yadav, while 
Additional Advocate 
General Yashwant Singh 
Thakur represented the 

state government.  Dur-
ing the hearing, the gov-
ernment’s counsel out-
lined the seriousness of 
the alleged irregularities. 
Justice Guru observed 
that Yadav should first 
appeal before the com-
petent departmental 
authority under Rule 23 

of the applicable Con-
duct, Classification and 
Appeal (CCA) Rules. The 
court indicated that oth-

erwise it would proceed 
to decide the matter on its 
merits.  After considering 
the court’s position, advo-
cate Amrito Das sought 
permission to withdraw 
the petition with liberty 
to approach the appro-
priate forum. The court 
allowed the request and 
disposed of the petition 
as withdrawn. The case 
relates to alleged large-s-
cale financial and admin-
istrative irregularities in 
teacher rationalisation 
and promotion in Bilas-
pur district.

| VERDICT | 

HC denies relief to suspended Edn Dept clerk
Two held after uproar  
at Sakri Police station
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Sakri police 
have arrested two men for 
allegedly creating a dis-
turbance inside the police 
station premises and dis-
rupting public order. Pre-
ventive action was taken 
against both, and they 
were produced before a 
magistrate. A separate 
criminal case has also 
been registered over alle-
gations of assault, abuse 
and death threats. Accord-
ing to Sakri police station 
in-charge Sanjay Shinde, 
the incident began on the 

night of October 16, when 
Rakesh Bhargava, 33, a 
resident of Purana Bazaar 
in Sakri, went with his 
family to a Durga pandal. 
A dispute allegedly broke 
out with Rajesh Dewan-
gan, 36, and Mahesh 
Dhruv alias Kariya, 31, 
both residents of Shanti-
nagar, Sakri. The two men 
allegedly assaulted Bhar-
gava while under the influ-
ence of alcohol, abused 
him and threatened to 
kill him. Bhargava and his 
family subsequently went 
to Sakri police station to 
lodge a complaint.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Bilaspur police 
have registered more than 
8,000 autorickshaws for 
QR codes within six days 
as part of a district-wide 
initiative to improve pas-
senger safety, transpar-
ency and accountabil-
ity in public transport. 
The campaign aims to 
establish the identities 
of autorickshaw driv-
ers and vehicle owners 
while helping passengers 
make informed decisions 
before beginning their 
journeys.

Under the initiative, 
each registered autorick-
shaw will receive a 
unique identification 
number and QR code. 
These will be displayed at 
designated locations on 
the front and rear of the 
vehicle. Passengers will 
be able to scan the QR 
code using their smart-
phones to access informa-
tion about the driver and 
vehicle owner.

The campaign is being 
conducted under the 
direction of DIG and 
Senior Superintendent 
of Police Rajnesh Singh. 
Police officials said the ini-
tiative has been designed 
to improve the safety of 
women, children, senior 
citizens, persons with 
disabilities and other pas-

sengers using autorick-
shaws across the district.

According to police, 
the QR code system will 
make it easier to estab-
lish the identities of driv-
ers and owners in cases 
involving passenger 
complaints, disputes or 
suspicious activities. The 
availability of identifica-
tion details is expected to 

strengthen accountability 
and assist authorities in 
responding to complaints 
related to autorickshaw 
services.

Police also highlighted 
the importance of the ini-
tiative for women drivers, 
who operate a significant 
number of autorick-
shaws in Bilaspur city 
and remote areas. The 
identification system is 
expected to provide an 
additional layer of secu-
rity for women operating 

these vehicles. Registra-
tion is being conducted 
across police station 
jurisdictions and at major 
intersections throughout 
the district. Police per-
sonnel and traffic staff 
are helping drivers com-
plete the online registra-
tion process, particularly 
those who face difficul-
ties operating Android 
smartphones or accessing 
the registration system. 
Traffic police have urged 
passengers to scan the QR 
code and verify the driv-
er’s and vehicle owner’s 
details before boarding 
an autorickshaw. They 
have also advised com-
muters to avoid travelling 
in unregistered vehicles. 
The stated objective is to 
bring every autorickshaw 
operating in Bilaspur dis-
trict under the registra-
tion system, making local 
transport more identi-
fiable, accountable and 
safer for passengers and 
drivers alike.

Over 8,000 auto-rickshaws 
registered for QR codes 

Bilaspur Police launched district-wide registration drive to improve passenger safety, 
identify drivers and owners, and strengthen accountability.

FASTFACTS

z Passengers can 
scan vehicle QR codes 
to access driver and 
owner details before 
boarding.

z Police aim to register 
every autorickshaw 
operating across 
Bilaspur district 
through the ongoing 
campaign.

Domicile 
waived 
for SC-OBC 
scholarships
BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh government has 
removed the manda-
tory domicile certificate 
requirement for Sched-
uled Caste (SC) and Other 
Backward Class (OBC) 
students applying for 
scholarship schemes in 
the state. The decision 
is expected to simplify 
the application process 
and benefit thousands 
of students who previ-
ously faced delays due to 
documentation require-
ments. According to an 
order issued by the Direc-
torate of Public Instruc-
tion (DPI), Nava Raipur, 
administrative approval 
has been granted to 
remove the requirement 
for domicile certificates 
for central-sector and 
centrally sponsored 
scholarship schemes cov-
ered by the decision. The 
DPI has directed all Dis-
trict Education Officers 
across the state not to ask 
students belonging to the 
SC and OBC categories to 
submit domicile certifi-
cates for these scholar-
ship schemes. The move 
is expected to reduce 
paperwork, save time and 
resolve delays in scholar-
ship applications caused 
by difficulties in obtaining 
domicile certificates. Stu-
dents from these catego-
ries, including girls and 
boys across the state, are 
expected to benefit from 
the simplified procedure.
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“The waiver of domicile 
certificate for SC and OBC  
scholarships is a welcome 

decision of the State govt..” 

Dharamjit Singh  
MLa, Takhatpur

BILASPUR: The Mining 
Department seized 10 
vehicles during a four-
day crackdown on illegal 
excavation and transpor-
tation of minerals across 
Bilaspur district.
 The seized vehicles 
included heavy dump-
ers and tractor-trolleys 
allegedly involved in 
unauthorised mining 
activities. The enforce-
ment drive covered sev-
eral sensitive mining 
zones, including Ratan-
pur, Kota, Kholipara, 
Turkadih, Sendri, Koni, 
Lamer, Nirtu, Sakri, 
Lalkhadan, Masturi  
and Lawar. 

Registration  continues round the clock

To expand public awareness, the registration drive 
is continuing round the clock. Information about the 
initiative is also being broadcast through 23 public 
address systems installed across the district. Police 
officials are encouraging autorickshaw operators to 
complete registration promptly so that the entire 
fleet can be covered.

FASTFACTS

z Doctors found no 
fracture but applied 
a temporary plaster 
cast and advised three 
weeks’ rest.

FASTFACTS

z Police recovered 
211 kilograms of 
copper cable, vehicles, 
and cash during the 
investigation into the 
theft.

“The applicant 
should first 

appeal before 
the competent 
departmental 

authority.“ 
Single Bench  

High Court, CG  



05

N-E-W-S
CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Bilaspur, Monday, October 19 , 2026

“Today I reviewed the 
preparations for Khet Bachao 

Abhiyan, to be launched from 22 
Oct to 30 November.”   
 Shivraj Singh Chouhan  

Agriculture Minister    

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Recover-
ing well at Zayed Mil-
itary Hospital in Abu 
Dhabi, Captain Smit 
Machchhar has given a 
detailed account of what 
he recalls from the day 
of the incident aboard 
flydubai flight FZ1073. 
In interviews with The 
National and Sky News 
Arabia, published on 
Friday evening, Captain 
Smit recounted how he 
was attacked by his co-pi-
lot on the Dubai to Tel 
Aviv flight on 30th Sep-
tember. He has described 
the repeated blows, his 
attempts to get help, the 

cockpit door opening 
and shutting, and how 
he repeatedly lost con-
sciousness as he fought 
to survive. Just before the 
attack, the other captain 
travelling as deadweight 
crew and who Captain 
Smit has described as a 
good friend, came into 
the cockpit and the two 

discussed their roasters, 
schedules, etc. Around 
this time, the co-pilot 
wanted took a toilet break 
even as the two captains 
continued their conver-
sation. A few minutes 
into the conversation, the 
co-pilot said he wanted 
to pray. Accordingly, the 
other captain stepped 

out of the cockpit and the 
co-pilot started praying, 
positioned just behind 
Captain Smit.

Captain Smit was 
seated, checking rou-
tine information like 
expected landing time 
on his computer, “And 
that’s when it started,” he 
said. He suddenly felt a 
very hard hit at the back 
of his head. The impact 
was so hard that he fell 
forward, almost falling 
on his control column 
and he thought there was 
something catastrophi-
cally wrong with the air-
craft structure. But in the 
next couple of seconds, 
as the hits kept coming, 

he managed to glance 
back and realised what 
was going on. The person 
hitting him was his col-
league in the cockpit, that 
he thought was supposed 
to be part of the team.

Captain Smit said that 
his vision had become 
very narrow because of 
the blows, restricted to 
just a few inches and he 
could only see outlines.

Captain Smit reveals further 
details of Fly-dubai incident
Recovering well at Zayed Military Hospital in Abu Dhabi, Captain Smit Machchhar 

has given a detailed account of  Fly-dubai mishap. 

|  D U R G A  P U J A  |

Press Trust Of India

FSSAI has proposed 
restricting added sug-
ars in foods for infants 
during their first six 
months. 

NEW DELHI: The Food 
Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) 
has published a draft 
amendment to the Food 
Safety and Standards 
(Foods for Infant Nutri-
tion) Regulations, 2020, 
proposing to prohibit the 
addition of sucrose and 
fructose to food products 

intended for infants up 
to six months of age. The 
proposed amendment 
aims to promote appro-
priate infant nutrition and 
support healthy growth 
and development during 

the crucial first six months 
of life. It seeks to ensure 
that food products formu-
lated for infants meet their 
nutritional requirements 
without the unnecessary 
addition of these sugars.

FSSAI proposes ban on added 
sucrose in infant food for babies

Increasing 
Leopards cause 
safety issue 
BIJNOR: Forest officials in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Bijnor dis-
trict have raised concerns 
over increasing leopard 
numbers and the resulting 
risks to communities living 
near wildlife habitats. A 
report published on Sun-
day cited a forest depart-
ment projection sug-
gesting that the district’s 
leopard population could 
rise substantially over five 
years without effective 
population-management 
measures. The report also 
highlighted increasing 
human-wildlife conflict 
across Bijnor and neigh-
bouring Moradabad.

Durga Puja celebrations continue 
in Odisha; Devotees visit pandals
Press Trust Of India

BHUBANESHWAR:    Durga 
Puja celebrations have 
gripped Odisha, with 
devotees thronging 
temples and beautifully 
decorated puja pandals 
across the state. While 
Maha Ashtami rituals 
are being performed at 
‘Shakti Peethas’, Maha 
Saptami Puja is underway 
at Durga Puja pandals, 
amid chants, devotional 
music and traditional fes-
tivities. Special security 
and traffic arrangements 
have been made in major 

towns and cities to ensure 
smooth darshan and the 
safe movement of devo-
tees. The festive spirit of 
Durga Puja has reached a 
crescendo across Odisha, 
as thousands of devotees 

gather at temples and 
elaborately decorated 
pandals to offer prayers 
to Maa Durga. From the 
early morning hours, the 
air has resonated with 
devotional chants, the 
rhythmic beats of tra-
ditional drums and the 
sound of conch shells, 
creating an atmosphere 
of deep faith and spiri-
tual fervour. While spe-
cial Maha Ashtami rituals 
are being performed at 
‘Shakti Peethas’ across 
the state, Maha Sap-
tami Puja is underway at 
Durga Puja pandals.

JAISALMER 

Panchayat ward 
challenges  in poll

A newly delimited pan-
chayat constituency in 
Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer dis-
trict is creating unusual 
logistical challenges for 
candidates preparing for 
the upcoming local elec-
tions.

Block No. 1, Shahgarh, 
under Khuhri Panchayat 
Samiti, spans nearly 200 
kilometres from one end 
to the other, making it 
potentially one of the 
largest wards of its kind 
in the state. The exten-
sive geographical spread 
means candidates may 
have to travel long dis-
tances to meet residents, 
explain their priorities 
and organise campaign 
activities. Reaching scat-
tered settlements can 
require considerable time 
and resources, particu-
larly in remote areas.

SANKOO

Ladakh adds 8 new 
districts

The Ladakh adminis-
tration has announced 
Sankoo as the Union Ter-
ritory’s eighth district, 
marking an administra-
tive change intended to 
strengthen local gover-
nance and improve access 
to public services. The 
decision was announced 
on October 16 following 
approval by Lieutenant 
Governor V. K. Saxena. The 
new district adds another 
administrative unit to 
Ladakh, a geographically 
vast region where distance 
and terrain can complicate 
residents’ access to gov-
ernment offices.

TIRUCHIRAPPALLI

Rural Trichy clears 
garbage hotspots

Authorities in Tamil 
Nadu’s Tiruchirappalli 
district have cleared 594 
garbage hotspots across 
254 village panchayats as 
part of a drive to improve 
sanitation and solid waste 
management. The cam-
paign was conducted by 
the district administra-
tion in collaboration with 
the District Rural Devel-
opment Agency. Officials 
are also considering addi-
tional sanitation work-
ers and improvements 
to waste-management 
infrastructure to prevent 
rubbish from accumu-
lating again. Block-level 
w a s t e - m a n a g e m e n t 
plans are being devel-
oped for all 14 blocks  
in the district.

AHMEDABAD

Search continues 
for missing girl

Rescue teams in 
Gujarat’s Ahmedabad dis-
trict continued searching 
for a 10-year-old girl who 
reportedly fell into an 
open drain on Ahmeda-
bad-Dholka Road.

Seven days after the 
incident, the child, identi-
fied as Manisha Salat, had 
not been traced, accord-
ing to a report published 
on Sunday. 

The incident has 
raised concerns about the 
dangers posed by uncov-
ered or inadequately 
protected drainage infra-
structure.

Search operations 
have continued as 
authorities attempt to 
locate the missing girl. 
The depth of the drain, 
reported to be approx-
imately 40 feet, has  
complicated the effort.

HIGHLIGHT

z Captain Smit 
recounted how he was 
attacked by his co-
pilot on the Dubai to 
Tel Aviv flight on 30th 
September. 

| PROHIBITION | 

| ELECTRICITY DEMAND  |

|  D E E M E D  U N I V E R S I T Y  |

Press Trust Of India

AHMEDABAD: Gujarat 
recorded its highest-ever 
single-day electricity 
demand of 29,822 mega-
watts on October 16, 
reflecting increased con-
sumption during the fes-
tive period and pressure 
on the state’s power sup-
ply. The demand was 36 
per cent higher than on 
the corresponding day in 
2025. The increase was 

attributed to festive-sea-
son consumption, includ-
ing Navratri, and a rainfall 
deficit affecting renew-
able energy generation. 

The state government 
responded by arranging 
additional electricity sup-
plies. Gujarat secured 
1,379 MW from the central 

allocation andELECTRIC-
ITY  NTPC’s Farakka plant, 
while officials planned to 
arrange a further 1,000 
MW from hydroelectric 
and gas-based sources.

The government had 
also arranged short-term 
power agreements total-
ling 2,990 MW for Octo-
ber, alongside supplies 
for subsequent months. 
Other measures included 
strengthening battery 
storage capacity.

Gujarat records highest single-day electricity 
demand with consumption of 29822 MW

| WORLD MENOPAUSE DAY  | 

Ayush Ministry calls for awareness during Menopause 
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Minis-
try of Ayush has called for 
greater awareness, open 
conversations and timely 
care around menopause, 
highlighting physical 
health, emotional well-be-
ing and quality of life on 
World Menopause Day, 
observed on October 18. 
Through the Central Coun-

cil for Research in Ayurve-
dic Sciences (CCRAS), the 

ministry is promoting pre-
ventive care and research 

into Ayurvedic approaches 
to menopausal health. 
Menopause is a natural 
biological stage marking 
the permanent cessation 
of menstruation follow-
ing the loss of ovarian fol-
licular activity. It usually 
occurs between the ages 
of 45 and 55. The transi-
tion can involve irregular 
menstruation, hot flushes, 
vaginal dryness, sleep dis-

turbances, mood changes, 
joint pain and anxiety. In 
Ayurveda, this phase is 
discussed in the context 
of Rajonivritti and its asso-
ciated clinical features. 
Citing the World Health 
Organization, the ministry 
said perimenopause begins 
when signs of the transi-
tion first appear and con-
tinues until one year after 
the final menstrual period.

At least 19 people died and 25 were injured in a stampede at the Chorbagan Sarbojanin Durga Puja pandal in north Kolkata. 

Chorbagan Durga Pandal: The venue of stampede 

AMRAVATI: The India 
Meteorological Depart-
ment has issued a red 
alert for very heavy to 
extremely heavy rain-
fall in Coastal Andhra 
Pradesh on Sunday, warn-
ing residents and authori-
ties to prepare for adverse 
weather conditions. The 
meteorological depart-
ment also forecast heavy 
rainfall in Kerala, Mahe, 

South Interior Karnataka, 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 
and Karaikal through 
Monday. Thunderstorms 

and lightning were 
expected in several other 
regions, including parts of 
central, western and east-

ern India. The warning 
places particular empha-
sis on Coastal Andhra 
Pradesh, where intense 
rainfall could affect road 
transport, low-lying settle-
ments and normal public 
activities. Local adminis-
trations need to remain 
prepared to respond to 
waterlogging, flooding 
and other weather-related 
emergencies.

Red alert issued for extreme rainfall in 
coastal Andhra Pradesh; Residents warned 

Uttarakhand CM releases 
funds for development
DEHRADUN: Uttara-
khand Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami 
has approved Rs 328.278 
crore for urban local 
bodies as the third instal-
ment for the October-
December quarter of the 
2026-27 financial year. 
The allocation is intended 
to support municipal 
administration and urban 
infrastructure across the 
state. The funds can help 

local bodies meet eligible 
expenditure and main-
tain essential civic ser-
vices, subject to the appli-
cable funding provisions. 
The state government has 
also announced employ-
ment provisions for two 
former Agniveers, accord-
ing to a report published 
on Saturday. Urban local 
bodies play an important 
role in delivering services  
such as sanitation.

Hyderabad Institution gets Deemed University 
status; Plans advanced technology programmes
HYDERABAD: The Union 
Ministry of Education 
has granted deemed-
to-be university status to 
SR Academy of Higher 
Education in Hyderabad, 
opening the way for the 
institution to develop 
programmes in advanced 
technology, engineer-
ing and healthcare. The 
institution is located at 

Rampally Dayara in Kee-
sara mandal of Medchal 
district. A. Varada Reddy, 
chairman of SR Edu-
cational Academy and 
chancellor of the insti-

tution, announced the 
development during a 
media briefing.

The proposed aca-
demic framework will 
focus on interdisciplinary 
education, combining 
engineering, computer 
science, healthcare and 
other fields. Planned 
areas of study include 
artificial intelligence.

NEWSLINEPM Modi mourns Rajmata 
Vijaykunwarba’s demise

Central Chronicle News

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi  
expressed deep grief over 
the demise of Rajmata 
Vijaykunwarba of Morbi 
in Gujarat, recalling her 
personality, spirit of ser-
vice and close association 
with the people. Accord-
ing to reports, Rajmata 
Vijaykunwarba passed 
away on Saturday at the 
age of 97. She was a senior 
member of Morbi’s royal 
family and was remem-
bered for her connection 
with the local commu-
nity. In an official state-

ment, the Prime Minister 
expressed sorrow over 
her death and said her 
personality, dedication to 
service and close ties with 
the people of Morbi would 
always be remembered. 
Modi also offered prayers 
for peace to the departed 
soul and strength to her 
family members.

FASTFACTS

z  The 97-year-old 
royal family member 
was remembered 
for her service and 
people’s connection.
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SURGUJA:  Under the 
guidance of Minister of 
Tourism and Culture, 
Rajesh Agrawal, a signifi-
cant educational initia-
tive has been launched 
to help talented stu-
dents in Surguja district 
realize their dreams 
of becoming doctors  
and engineers.

Students attending 
government schools in 
the district will no lon-
ger need to travel to 
big cities to prepare for 
prestigious national-level 
competitive exams like 
NEET and JEE. Instead, 

they will have access to 
high-quality coaching—
delivered through mod-
ern smart classrooms, 
subject-matter experts, 
and the latest digital 
technology—right within 
their own schools.

On Saturday, during 
an event held at the Dis-

trict Collectorate hall, 
Minister of Tourism and 
Culture, Rajesh Agrawal, 
inaugurated free live 
online coaching for NEET 
and JEE across 35 gov-
ernment higher second-
ary schools in Surguja 
district. This ambitious 
project, launched under 

the joint aegis of the Dis-
trict Mineral Foundation 
(DMF) and the School 
Education Department, 
will provide approxi-
mately 2,120 students 
with the opportunity to 
prepare for competitive 
examinations over a two-
year period. This initia-
tive will prove especially 

valuable for talented 
students who, due to 
economic or geograph-
ical constraints, would 
otherwise be unable to 
travel to major cities for 
expensive coaching. 

Now, students in Sur-
guja will have the oppor-
tunity to learn from 
national-level educators, 
prepare for competi-
tive exams, and hone 
their talents—all from 
within their own schools. 
“This is not merely the 
start of a coaching pro-
gram; it is a strong foun-
dation for the bright 
future of our children,”  
says Minister Agrawal.

Talent is not confined to big 
cities only, says Agrawal

Minister launches free live online coaching for NEET and JEE in 35  
government schools across Surguja district.

Students spread 
message of voter 
awareness 

|  ‘ W I S D O M  R A A S  G A R B A ’  |

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: In a proud 
moment for Bilaspur 
cricket, over 30 play-
ers associated with 
the Bilaspur Big Bash 
League (B3 League) 
have been selected for 
the Indian Street Pre-
mier League (ISPL) Sea-
son 4 trial simulation 
matches, scheduled 
to be held in Hyder-
abad from 22 to 26  
October 2026.

Based on their per-
formances in these 

matches, players may 
progress to the ISPL 
Season 4 auction, where 
eight franchise teams 
will have the oppor-
tunity to select them. 

The franchises include 
Mumbai Manjhi, owned 
by Amitabh Bachchan; 
Srinagar Ke Veer, owned 
by Akshay Kumar; 
Falcon Risers Hyder-
abad, owned by Ram 
Charan; Ahmedabad 
Lions, owned by Ajay 
Devgn; Tigers of Kolk-
ata, owned by Kareena 
Kapoor; Chennai Sing-
ham, owned by Suriya; 
Delhi Super Heroes, 
owned by Salman 
Khan; and Bengaluru 
Strikers, owned by  
Hrithik Roshan.

Over 30 League players 
selected for ISPL season-4

‘Yuva Udaan 
2026’ prog on 
October  22 
KORBA: To mark the com-
pletion of 25 years since 
the formation of the state 
of Chhattisgarh, the ‘Yuva 
Udaan 2026’ program is 
being organized with the 
objective of aligning the 
youth with the vision of a 
‘Developed Chhattisgarh’ 
and a ‘Developed India.’

During the event, 
participants will receive 
essential information 
regarding cybersecu-
rity and career counsel-
ing. The program will 
take place on October 
22, 2026, at 12:00 PM 
at the Pt. Jawaharlal 
Nehru Auditorium, ITI  
Rampur, Korba. 

‘Wisdom Raas Garba’ concludes 
Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: ‘Wisdom 
Raas Garba’ was organized 
at Wisdom The Global 
World School with great 
pomp, joy, and traditional 
fervor. Students, parents, 
and teachers captivated 
the audience with their 
spectacular Garba perfor-
mances.

The vibrant traditional 
attire, lively music, and 
enchanting Garba routines 
transformed the entire 
atmosphere into a festive 
celebration. The event 
commenced with the cer-
emonial lighting of the 
lamp, worship of Goddess 

Ambe, and the ‘Dhuni 
Aarti’. Following this, the 
school teachers delivered 
a brilliant Garba perfor-
mance that added a spe-
cial charm to the event, 
leaving everyone present 
spellbound. To further 
enhance the vibrancy of 
the festival, Garba com-
petitions were held across 
various categories, includ-
ing ‘Mom and Me’, ‘Couple 
Dance’, ‘Best Dress’, and 

‘Best Performance’ (for 
both men and women). 

All participants show-
cased their talents with 
immense enthusiasm and 
zeal. Addressing the gath-
ering, the school’s Direc-
tor, Ajit Shukla, praised 
the event, describing the 
active participation of stu-
dents, parents, and teach-
ers as a testament to the 
school’s cultural unity and 
collective effort.

|   C O N T R I B U T I O N S  B Y  W O R K E R S  |

Central Chronicle News

KORBA: On the occasion 
of the conclusion of the 
‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan’, 
Minister for Commerce 
& Industry, Commercial 
Taxes (Excise), and Labour, 
Lakhanlal Dewangan, hon-
ored 430 Anganwadi work-
ers and assistants from the 
Korba assembly constitu-
ency at his official residence  
in the CSEB area. 

The guests expressed their 
appreciation for the contri-
butions of these workers and 

assistants by presenting them 
with bouquets and gifts. 
Cabinet Minister Lakhanlal 
Dewangan stated that under 
the ‘Seva Sankalp Abhiyan’, 
which began on September 
17, various programs focused 

on public service and com-
munity participation were 
organized in Korba. During 
the campaign, over five lakh 
earthen lamps were lit as part 
of the ‘Aashirwad Ka Diya’ 
(Lamp of Blessings) initiative.

 Additionally, the cam-
paign included cleanli-
ness drives, ‘Angan Milan’ 
(community gatherings), 
speech and drawing com-
petitions, blood donation 
camps, and outreach camps 
designed to inform the pub-
lic about the government’s  
welfare schemes. 

Minister honors 430 Anganwadi workers 
|  P R O T E S T  F O R  C O N S T R U C T I O N  |

Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: The Takhatpur 
Municipal Council has decided—
without consulting the diverse 
communities residing in the 
Dewangan Basti—to construct 
a building at ‘Ghantaha Peepal’ 
(a site featuring a Peepal tree) at 
Peepal Chowk in Ward 11. 

This location has served 
as a vital public space for the 
local residents for over a cen-
tury. The Council’s shortsighted 

decision will not only severely 
obstruct the movement of local 
residents but could also trigger 
chaotic situations—potentially 
leading to physical altercations 
and violence between differ-
ent communities.  In protest, 

office-bearers and members of 
the Dewangan community have 
submitted a memorandum to 
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
(SDM), the Chief Municipal Offi-
cer-in-charge, and the Munici-
pal Council President.

Dewangan community express 
displeasure over Council approach

Grandmother murdered while 
trying to save 3-year-old girl
BILASPUR: A shocking 
murder case has come 
to light in Bilaspur, the 
‘judicial capital’ of Chhat-
tisgarh. In the village of 
Mendra, under the juris-
diction of the Sakri police 
station, an elderly woman 
was stabbed to death after 
she resisted an attempt by 
an individual to forcibly 
take away her three-year-
old granddaughter. The 

deceased has been iden-
tified as Rajkumari Yadav. 
It is alleged that a neigh-
bor, Prashant Shukla, 
attempted to take the 

child away. When the 
grandmother inter-
vened, the accused 
attacked her with a sharp 
knife and subsequently  
fled the scene. 

Family members 
rushed the critically 
injured woman to 
CIMS Hospital in Bilas-
pur, where doctors 
declared her dead upon  
examination. 

HIGHLIGHT

z 2,120 students 
in Surguja will 
receive high-quality 
coaching for national-
level competitive 
examinations over the 
next two years.

Rajan appointed President of CAIT Bilaspur dist
TAKHATPUR: Under the 
able leadership and guid-
ance of Hiranand Jaysingh, 
the Bilaspur District Presi-
dent of the Confederation 
of All India Traders (CAIT), 
the Takhatpur unit has been 
successfully established to 
expand and strengthen the 
federation of traders within 
the Bilaspur district. This 
newly formed executive 
committee was announced 
with the approval of CAIT 
National President B.C. 

Bhartia, National Secre-
tary General and Mem-
ber of Parliament Prav-
een Khandelwal, National 
Vice-Chairmen Amar Par-
wani and Jitendra Gandhi, 
and National Secretary 

Raju Saluja. The formation 
was also recommended by 
CAIT Chhattisgarh State 
President Parmanand Jain, 
CAIT Chhattisgarh Execu-
tive President (in-charge of 
the Bilaspur unit) Rakesh 

Ochwani, CAIT Bilaspur 
District President Hiranand 
Jaysingh, Treasurer Ashish 
Agrawal, and Organiza-
tional General Secretary 
Paramjit Ubeja. 

The key office-bearers 
of the Takhatpur unit were 
appointed through the 
active participation and 
unanimous consensus of 
the traders; Dr. Rajan Tam-
rakar has been appointed 
as the President of  
the Takhatpur unit. 

Farmer dies while attempting 
to protect paddy crop
KORBA: Incidents of 
human-elephant conflict 
show no signs of abating 
in the Korba district of 
Chhattisgarh. A farmer 
has died in the sensitive 
Pasan area of the Kat-
ghora Forest Division, 
where wild elephants are 
currently present. The 
deceased has been identi-
fied as 42-year-old Pratap 
Singh. It is reported that 

the farmer had gone 
out to drive away wild 
elephants to protect 
the paddy crop in his 
field when he sustained  
severe injuries. 

AGRITHON

Two-day 
Agrithon-2026 
held
BILASPUR: A two-day hack-
athon, ‘Agrithon-2026: 
Agriculture Innovation & 
Agritech Hackathon,’ con-
cluded at the i-TBI Foun-
dation of Dr. C.V. Raman 
University (CVRU) in Bilas-
pur. The event was jointly 
organized by the CVRU 
i-TBI Foundation, Institu-
tions Innovation Council 
(IIC), and the Department 
of Rural Technology, with 
support from the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST), Govern-
ment of India, and Startup 
Chhattisgarh. Dr. Saurabh 
Mitra served as the pro-
gram coordinator.

Out of more than 100 
entries submitted, 79 
participants and teams 
were selected for the final 
phase, representing seven 
states across India along 
with an international par-
ticipant who joined online 
from Nigeria. The initia-
tive focused on fostering 
tech-driven solutions for 
agricultural challenges, 
sustainable farming prac-
tices, and rural entrepre-
neurship. 

WARNING

NSS students 
demand police 
action  
BILASPUR:    Students 
associated with the 
National Service Scheme 
(NSS) at DP Vipra Law 
College, Bilaspur, have 
alleged that they were 
subjected to verbal 
abuse, inappropriate 
behavior, and death 
threats on campus. 

Following an ini-
tial written complaint 
submitted to the col-
lege administration, 
the students lodged 
a formal application 
with the local police 
seeking protection  
and strict action.

According to the 
complainants, indi-
viduals identified as 
Vivan Panda and Vishal 
Marawi frequently 
engaged in verbal abuse 
against NSS volunteers.

The students further 
alleged that outsiders, 
including Sumit Thakur, 
were brought onto the 
campus to harass and 
intimidate them, issu-
ing extreme threats that 
“their bodies would not 
be found.”

SEIZED

Ten  vehicles 
seized by 
Mining deptt
BILASPUR: In a major 
crackdown on illegal 
mining operations, the 
Mining Department 
seized 10 vehicles dur-
ing surprise inspections 
conducted over four days 
across various parts of  
Bilaspur district. 

The impounded vehi-
cles include seven hyvas 
(heavy dumpers) and 
three tractor-trolleys, all 
booked under relevant 
provisions of the Min-
ing Act. Authorities con-
firmed that the vehicles 
would be released only 
upon full payment of the 
prescribed administrative 
fines. Intensive enforce-
ment drives were carried 
out across key sensitive 
regions, including Ratan-
pur, Kota, Kholipara, 
Turkadih, Sendri, Koni, 
Kachhar, Lamer, Nirtu, 
Sakri, Lalkhadan, Mas-
turi, and Lawar. 

|  BILASPUR LEAGUE SEASON-4 | 

Central Chronicle News

KORBA: A rally was orga-
nized today at Swami 
Atmanand Excellence 
School (SAES), High School 
Polmi, as part of a voter 
awareness campaign. The 
rally aimed to raise aware-
ness about the importance 
of voting. During the event, 
students were provided 
with detailed information 
regarding the significance 
of voting, the role of the 
franchise in a democ-
racy, and the respon-
sibility of every citizen  
to cast their vote.

On this occasion, stu-
dents were taught that 
voting is a vital pillar of 
democracy. Every voter 
should exercise their right 
to vote freely and fairly, 
without any inducement 

or pressure. Informed and 
aware voters play a crucial 
role in building a strong 
democracy. The event 
was attended by Princi-
pal S. Kashyap, along with 
staff members S.K. Kurre, 
Rakhi Rai, R.P. Dhiren-
dra, J.K. Sagar, O.P. Tiwari, 
J.S. Maravi, Neeraj Patel, 
Mukesh, and Satya, as well  
as the school’s students.

During the voter aware-
ness program, Lecturer 
Amar Shyam educated the 
students about the impor-
tance of voting and encour-
aged them to share this 
message with their families 
and the wider community. 
The objective of the rally 
was to foster awareness 
about voting among the 
general public through the 
students and to strengthen 
democratic values.

Bilaspur Region
The “Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram 
Utkarsh Abhiyan” with the DMF 

fund to ensure that public-welfare 
schemes are implemented on the 

ground. 
Mahesh Kashyap 

 LS MP Bastar

| ‘SEVA SANKALP ABHIYAN’ | 

Smart boards are shaping the future of rural students
Central Chronicle News

MCB: In the Manendrag-
arh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur 
(MCB) district, a signifi-
cant initiative is under-
way as part of the ‘Seva 
Sankalp Abhiyan’ to 
provide rural students 
with access to modern, 
high-quality, and tech-
nology-driven educa-
tion. Smart boards are 

currently operational in 
all 7 ‘Swami Atmanand’ 
government schools in 
the district, offering stu-
dents modern and effec-
tive learning opportuni-

ties. Furthermore, there 
is a proposal to install 
smart boards in 63 other 
schools across the dis-
trict. Expanding this 
initiative will enable a 

greater number of rural 
students to benefit from 
digital education in the 
near future. Learning 
Made Easier Through 
Images, Videos, and 
Animations

The use of interactive 
smart boards is mak-
ing classroom instruc-
tion more engaging, 
simple, and effective. 
Students are no longer 

confined to textbooks 
alone; instead, they 
have the opportunity to 
grasp subjects through 
images, videos, anima-
tions, and digital activi-
ties. 

This visual approach 
makes it easier to 
understand complex 
concepts and helps fos-
ter a greater interest  
in the subjects.
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Daily Horoscope 

Sheer pleasure and 
enjoyment for those 
venturing out to have fun. 
You know the importance 
of money very well, which 
is why the money you 
save today will be useful 
in the future and get out 
of any major difficulty. 
Health of your spouse may 
cause reason for stress and 
anxiety.
Cosmic tip: Dive in with 
your floats.

Try to get out of your office 
early for some recreation. 
Today, some unemployed 
natives of this sign can get 
jobs, which will improve 
their financial condition. 
Friends and relatives will 
demand more attention but 
this is the perfect time to 
close the doors to the world 
and treat yourself royally. 

Cosmic tip: Dung will never 
smell like flowers.

ARIES Taurus

Expectant mother should take 
especial care while walking 
on floor and if possible don?t 
stand with a friend while he is 
smoking as it could badly affect 
the unborn child. Today you can 
invest your money in religious 
activities, and most likely to 
incur mental peace and stability. 
Sisterly affection will encourage 
you. But you should not lose 
your temper over trifles.
Cosmic tip: Think again and 
decide for yourself.

As food owes its flavour 
to salt-some unhappiness 
is essential only than 
you realize the value of 
happiness. Important 
people will be ready to 
finance anything that has 
a special class to it. The 
family's situation won't be 
normal as you think. Today, 
there is a possibility of an 
argument or dispute.
Cosmic tip: Put the fear to 
rest.

Gemini Cancer 

Your fondest dream will 
materialize. But keep your 
excitement under control 
as too much happiness 
may cause some problems. 
Today, seek the blessings 
of your elders before going 
out of the house, as it will 
benefit you. A dispute is 
likely to occur between 
family members regarding 
money matters. 

Cosmic tip: Breathe life into 
your lungs again.

Periodical breakdown may 
cause you some problems. 
Take a complete rest to 
keep your nervous system 
functioning. Investment 
needs to be made with a 
long-term perspective. If 
you have pressure on your 
mind-talk to your relatives 
or close friends-as it would 
take the burden off your 
head. 
Cosmic tip: Doesn't mean 
you have to do it.

Leo Virgo 

You need to exhibit 
extreme courage and 
strength as you face some 
traumas. You could easily 
overcome these by your 
optimistic attitude. Your 
money comes to your 
work only when you stop 
yourself from spending 
extravagantly, today you 
can understand this thing 
well. 

Cosmic tip: Keep moving. 

Today you feel relaxed 
and in the right mood to 
enjoy. Your idea of saving 
money for yourself can be 
accomplished today. Today 
you will be able to save 
appropriately. You will find 
it difficult to please your 
parents. Try to understand 
and look the things from 
their perspective to give 
positive results. 
Cosmic tip: You are reaching 
your goal post.

Libra Scorpio

You will have ample time 
to do things to improve 
your health and looks. The 
money you had saved up 
from a long time can come 
to use today. However, the 
expenditure can lower your 
spirit. Period of tension may 
prevail but family support 
will help you. Wedding bells 
for some while others will 
find romance to keep them 
in high spirits. 
Cosmic tip: Your long-term 
goals are actions.

A special day today as good 
health will enable you to do 
something extraordinary. 
Although no one prefers 
to lend or give away their 
money to anyone, but you'll 
feel relieved by lending 
your money to a person 
in need. Your brother will 
be more supportive to 
your needs than you had 
thought. 
Cosmic tip: Look at the 
potential.

Aquarius

Sagittarius Capricorn

Do some mental exercise 
by reading something 
interesting. An old friend 
can ask you for financial 
help today. However, your 
assistance can weaken 
your financial conditions. 
Over indulgence in 
outdoor activities at 
the cost of studies could 
invite the wrath of your 
parents. 

Cosmic tip: Be aware of 
distractions.

Body pains and stress 
related problems cannot be 
ruled out. A new financial 
deal will get finalized and 
fresh money rolls in. Your 
domestic life will suffer 
if you spend extra time 
at office. You will think 
of doing something new 
in your free time today. 
However, you will be so 
occupied in this task that 
all other things will take a 
backseat. 
Cosmic tip: Move past this 
indecisiveness. 

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH

No mistakes allowed LEGO is also tire 
king

Fun&Focus

Because the Lego moulds 
are so exact, only about 18 
out of every million bricks 
fail a quality check, which is 
no mistake is allowed. The 
name "LEGO" comes from two 
Danish words, leg godt, which 
translates to "play well".

LEGO brick made back in 1958 
will still click together and lock 
perfectly with a brand-new 
brick you buy today. LEGO also 
makes hundreds of millions of 
tiny rubber and plastic tires for 
cars and trucks every year.

1 Yellow cage-bird (6)
4 Self-centred person (6)
8 Baffle (5)
9 Program for accessing the 

World Wide Web (7)
10 Rudolf --, ballet dancer (7)
11 Traditional board game (5)
12 Of ill-repute (9)
17 Cook's garb (5)
19 Venetian canal boat (7)
21 Snubs (7)
22 Fries (5)
23 Cold (6)
24 Largest of the Channel 

Islands (6)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION- 259

SUDOKU- 260

SUDOKU SOLUTION- 259

CROSSWORD -260 DAILY WORD SEARCH
n 	 Acrid
n Hard
n Severe
n Bitter
n Heavy
n Sharp
n Brute
n Hoarse
n Stern
n Coarse
n Husky

n Stiff
n Draconian
n Rasping
n Strident
n Foul
n Rigorous
n Stubborn
n Gruff
n Rude
n Guttural
n Rugged

1.	 October 19 marks several major turning points in 
world and Indian history, including in 1970 - the first 
indigenous MiG-21 was handed to the IAF, and privy 
purses for former rulers were abolished.

2. On this day in 1910 was born Nobel laureate and 
astrophysicist Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar.

3. Same day in 1812 – Napoleon Bonaparte began his 
disastrous retreat from Moscow.

4.  On October 19, 1943 – Streptomycin, the first effective 
antibiotic remedy for tuberculosis, was isolated.

The world of 
LEGO

LEGO bricks, are packed 
with amazing science, 
engineering, and math facts 
that kids can easily test and 
explore! The factory moulds 
that shape LEGO bricks are 
so precise that they are 
accurate to two-thousandths 
of a millimetre (0.002 mm).

OCTOBER 19-THE DAY IN HISTORY

Across

Down

Traditional maps can make countries near the 

equator appear much smaller than they really 

are. For example, Africa is shown as roughly 

the same size as Greenland, although Africa is 

actually 14 times larger. Which organisation 

recently adopted the “Correct the Map” 

resolution?

(1) United Nations General Assembly 

(2) Khushwant Singh (3) Hawaiian Goby 

(4) Capillaries (5) Sannyasi-Fakir Rebellion  

(6) De Beers (7) Aryaka

1 Gambling establishment (6)
2 Uncharged atomic particle (7)
3 Reimburse (5)
5 One of the Marx Brothers (7)
6 Point of debate (5)
7 Song bird (6)
9 Drinks (9)
13 Melodious (7)
14 Tales (7)
15 Material (6)
16 Go past (4,2)
18 Leader of a Jewish 

congregation (5)
20 Mother-of-pearl (5)

A sudden, powerful moment of 
realization or comprehension

"I had an epiphany about my study 
habits after failing the first test."

 Insight, Realization, Revelation

Confusion, Ignorance, Bewilderment

The novel Train to Pakistan, 
published in 1956, tells the story 
of the Partition of India through 
the fictional village of Mano Majra. 
Who wrote the novel?

Which fish is famous for climbing 
waterfalls and steep rocks using a 
powerful suction disc formed from its 
pelvic fins?   

Which type of blood vessel has walls only 
one cell thick, allowing for the diffusion of 
oxygen, nutrients, and waste between the 
blood and body tissues?

The novel Anandamath, which 
inspired the song Vande Mataram, 
is set during which 18th-century 
rebellion in India?

For much of the 20th century, which 
company controlled much of the world’s 
rough diamond supply and helped make 
diamonds a symbol of engagement through 
the famous slogan “A Diamond Is Forever”?
 

When Bhima was poisoned by Duryodhana 
and thrown into the Ganga, he reached the 
kingdom of the Nagas. Which Naga king 
gave Bhima a divine drink that greatly 
increased his physical strength?

Moths are not actually trying to 
visit or hug a light bulb; instead, 
artificial lights trick their built-in 
navigation and balance systems. 

Flying insects do not have a heavy 
skeleton like humans to feel 

gravity the same way. Instead, 
they use a rule called the dorsal 

light response and in it they keep 
their backs (dorsal side) pointed 

toward the brightest light source—
which is normally the open sky or 

the sun/moon.

Part of the sentence that 
tells what or whom the 
sentence is about	

The subject can only be an 
object i.e. noun or pronoun

Part of the sentence that 
tells what the subject in the 
sentence is doing

The predicate will contain 
verbs to tell what the subject 
is doing.

Simple Subject (only subject)
Complete Subject (subject 
with a modifier)
Compound Subject (two or 
more subject joined with a 
conjunction)

Simple Predicate (only verb)

Complete Predicate (verbs 
with a modifier)

Compound Predicate (two or 
more verbs with conjunction)

The wise man called the 
ambulance. (Complete subject)

She and her brother always quarrel 
for little things. (complete Predicate)

1- Genetically Modified Organism, 2- 
Chlorofluorocarbon 3- Polyvinyl Chloride, 4- 
Electromotive Force, 5- Potential of Hydrogen 



Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: State-run oil 
marketing companies 
have excluded ethanol 
produced from sugar-
cane juice, sugar syrup 
and B-heavy molasses 
from their latest pro-
curement tender for 
2026-27, reflecting the 
government’s efforts to 
protect domestic sugar 
supplies while main-
taining its ambitious 
petrol-blending pro-
gramme. The tender, 
issued on October 16 
by Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) 
on behalf of oil market-
ing companies, seeks 
approximately 11 billion 
litres of ethanol for the 
supply year beginning 
November 2026.

The procurement 
aims to support India’s 
nationwide programme 
of blending 20 per 
cent ethanol with pet-
rol, commonly known 
as E20. “The Govern-
ment of India has issued 
directions that sugar 
diversion for ethanol be 
reduced to zero for etha-
nol supply year 2026-27,” 
the tender document 
stated.

“No offers have been 
sought for ethanol pro-
duced from sugarcane 
juice, sugar or sugar 
syrup and B-heavy 
molasses in this quan-

tity bid tender,” it added. 
The decision represents 
a significant change in 
India’s ethanol procure-
ment strategy, which 
previously relied on both 
sugarcane-based and 
grain-based feedstocks.

Under the revised 
framework, suppliers 
can offer ethanol man-
ufactured from maize, 
broken rice, surplus 
rice procured through 
the Food Corporation 
of India and C-heavy 
molasses. The govern-
ment has also reduced 
the procurement price 
for maize-based ethanol 
from Rs 71.86 to Rs 68.86 
per litre.

Consequently, the 
additional incentive 
available to maize-based 
ethanol producers has 
declined from Rs 5.79 to 
Rs 2.79 per litre.

Industry participants 

believe this reduction 
could affect producer 
margins, particularly 
when grain procurement 
and processing costs 
remain elevated.

The restrictions fol-
low concerns over 
domestic sugar avail-
ability after inadequate 
rainfall in major sug-
ar-producing states, par-
ticularly Maharashtra 
and Karnataka, raised 
fears of reduced produc-
tion.

India, the world’s 
largest sugar consumer, 
must balance grow-
ing fuel requirements 
against the need to 
maintain adequate sup-
plies for households and 
food-processing indus-
tries. Diverting sugar-
cane and sugar towards 
ethanol manufacturing 
can place additional 
pressure on domestic 

availability when agri-
cultural output weak-
ens. However, ethanol 
blending remains central 
to India’s strategy for 
reducing dependence on 
imported crude oil and 
lowering vehicle emis-
sions.

The programme has 
also created substantial 
opportunities for distil-
leries while generating 
additional demand for 
agricultural commodi-
ties. With sugar-based 
feedstocks restricted, 
grain-derived ethanol 
is expected to assume 
greater importance 
in meeting blending 
requirements.

This transition could 
increase demand for 
maize and rice while 
placing additional 
responsibility on grain-
based distilleries to 
maintain consistent sup-

plies. Industry experts 
believe feedstock avail-
ability, procurement 
economics and adequate 
processing capacity 
will determine whether 
suppliers can fulfil the 
tender requirements.

The latest policy 
adjustment highlights 
the government’s 
attempt to balance 
energy security, agricul-
tural interests and con-
sumer protection. The 
procurement arrange-
ments will remain 
applicable through-
out the ethanol supply 
year, extending from 
November 2026 until  
October 2027.

Press Trust Of India

PNB has already 
posted a net profit of 
Rs 5,500 crore.

NEW DELHI: After posting 
a quarterly net profit of 
Rs 5,500 crore in the Sep-
tember quarter, Punjab 
National Bank (PNB) is 
targeting Rs 6,000 crore 
in income over the next 
few quarters, its Man-
aging Director and CEO 
Ashok Chandra said.

The country’s sec-
ond-largest lender has 
maintained consistency 
in operating profit, net 
profit and other key 
parameters over the 
past four quarters, and 
expects this trend to con-
tinue, Chandra told PTI 
in an interview.

PNB has already 
posted a net profit of Rs 
5,500 crore and is tar-
geting further growth in 
operating profit, which 

would also support an 
increase in net profit, 
he said. For the second 
quarter ended Septem-
ber 2026, PNB reported 
a 13 per cent rise in net 
profit to Rs 5,532 crore, 
driven by improved core 
income and a moderation 
in bad loans. The profit 
recorded was the highest 
ever in a quarter.

Despite treasury losses 
of around Rs 1,000 crore 
during the quarter, the 
bank managed to main-
tain growth in operating 
profit, he noted.

Treasury income 
declined by Rs 1,000 
crore to Rs 753 crore in 
the second quarter from 
Rs 1,769 crore a year ago.

India bars sugar based 
ethanol to protect supplies

Government restricts sugar-based ethanol procurement for 2026-27 while reducing maize incentives, 
aiming to safeguard domestic sugar availability without disrupting India’s fuel blending programme.

Press Trust Of India

Honda expects stron-
ger two-wheeler 
demand to drive 
domestic sales growth 
this fiscal.
NEW DELHI: Honda Motor-
cycle & Scooter India 
(HMSI) expects domestic 
sales to touch six million 
units during the financial 
year ending March 2027, 
representing approxi-
mately 4.3 per cent growth 
over the previous fiscal. 

HMSI President and CEO 
Tsutsumu Otani expressed 
confidence about achiev-
ing the target, citing 
encouraging market con-
ditions and strong fes-
tive-season demand.

“This year, the market 
and Honda’s sales have 
been very good. Now, with 
the Navratri season start-
ing, it is going quite well. 
Considering the current 
pace, Honda’s domes-
tic sales volume may be 
around six million units 
for the year,” Otani said. 

India’s second-largest 
two-wheeler manufac-
turer recorded domestic 
dispatches of 3.04 million 
units during the first half of 
FY27, registering 13.5 per 

cent year-on-year growth. 
Its market share stood at 
approximately 25 per cent.

According to the Soci-
ety of Indian Automobile 
Manufacturers, overall 
domestic two-wheeler 
sales increased 17.6 per 

cent to 12.09 million units 
during the same period.

Scooters contribute 
nearly 60 per cent of Hon-
da’s sales, compared with 
approximately 40 per cent 
for the overall industry. 
However, the company 
intends to strengthen its 
presence across entry-level 
and premium motorcycles. 
Honda recently unveiled 
ten models, including 
the ADV 160 adventure 
scooter, QC3 electric 
scooter, Rebel 300 and 
CB500 roadster.

| HONDA TARGETS GROWTH | 

Honda eyes six million domestic sales in FY27
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BEST OF THE REST

NEW DELHI: The combined market val-
uation of nine of the top-10 most val-
ued firms surged by Rs 3.65 lakh crore 
last week, with TCS, Bharti Airtel and 
Infosys emerging as the biggest win-
ners, amid a bullish trend in equities.

Last week, the BSE benchmark 
Sensex surged 2,256.94 points, or 3.11 
per cent, and the NSE Nifty jumped 
625.7 points, or 2.77 per cent. “Indian 
equity markets extended their recov-
ery during the week, with the Nifty-50 
and Sensex recording their strongest 
weekly performance in approximately 
six months. The Nifty-50 advanced 
around 2.8 per cent, while the Sensex 
gained approximately 3.1 per cent.

“The rally was primarily driven by a 
sharp rebound in information technol-
ogy stocks following encouraging Sep-
tember quarter earnings, supported 

by renewed buying interest in several 
heavyweight stocks,” Ponmudi R, CEO 
- Enrich Money, an online trading and 
wealth tech firm, said. While Reliance 
Industries, Bharti Airtel, HDFC Bank, 
ICICI Bank, Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS), State Bank of India, Bajaj 
Finance, Life Insurance Corporation 
of India (LIC) and Infosys were the 
gainers, Larsen & Toubro emerged as 
the only laggard.

The market valuation of TCS 
surged Rs 1,08,542.63 crore to Rs 
8,91,134.96 crore, the most among the 
top-10 firms. Bharti Airtel added Rs 
61,406.53 crore, taking its valuation to 
Rs 11,88,815.45 crore. The valuation of 
Infosys jumped Rs 55,893.05 crore to 
Rs 4,71,409.41 crore, and that of Reli-
ance Industries zoomed Rs 53,047.56 
crore to Rs 16,37,437.19 crore.

NEW DELHI:     State-owned NTPC 
plans to initiate feasibility studies in 
more states, including Uttar Pradesh, 
for proposed nuclear power projects 
as part of its drive to expand non-
fossil fuel energy capacity to at least 
2 GW by 2032, according to a senior 
official. As part of its energy diversifi-
cation strategy, NTPC, which has five 
decades of experience in power gen-
eration, is targeting to set up 30 GW 
of nuclear projects in the country to 
contribute to the government’s ambi-
tious 100 GW nuclear capacity target 
by 2047. 

The company has completed fea-
sibility studies in Madhya Pradesh, 
Bihar and Odisha, and now it will start 
looking for locations in more states for 
nuclear projects, the official told PTI. 
Sharing details of the finalised loca-
tions, he said that as per the feasibility 
study, Banka in Bihar, Basai in Madhya 
Pradesh and Nabarangpur in Odisha 
have been identified as potential sites 
for the nuclear projects. “More states 
will be explored as the vision is 30 GW 
nuclear capacity by 2047. 

Of course, Uttar Pradesh is on our 
list along with more states. We will 
conduct feasibility studies soon,” the 
official said the company’s plan is 

to set up an average project having 
1,400 MW with two units of 700 MW 
each. As part of the process, feasibil-
ity study for a nuclear project is sub-
mitted to the Department of Atomic 
Energy (DAE). 

The Standing Site Selection Com-
mittee reviews the proposal, and if 
found technically feasible, puts it to 
the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) 
for further processing. Industry esti-
mates suggest that to set up a nuclear 
power capacity of 1 gigawatt, typically 
an investment of Rs 15,000-20,000 
crore is required, and the timeframe 
could be at least three years from con-
cept to commissioning. 

Five litres of water is needed to 
produce 1 unit of nuclear power. Land 
requirement depends on the size of 
the project, with a 1-square-kilometre 
exclusion zone. Among other inputs, 
continuous water supply is a key 
requirement for a nuclear project.

COMBINED MARKET VALUATION

NTPC NUCLEAR EXPANSION

Mcap of nine of top-10 most valued firms 
surges by Rs 3.65 lakh cr; TCS shines

NTPC to begin feasibility studies in more  
states for nuclear programme

NUMBER
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zOil companies seek 
11 billion litres ethanol 
while prioritising 
alternative agricultural 
feedstocks.

zSugarcane juice and 
B-heavy molasses 
excluded from ethanol 
procurement to 
safeguard domestic 
sugar supplies.

zMaize ethanol 
procurement price 
reduced to Rs 68.86 
per litre, affecting 
producers’ earnings.

“Long-term joint ventures 
between governments and 

private operators can encourage 
sustained investment, 

infrastructure modernisation 
and greater efficiency in port 

development.” 
Yuvraj Narayan 

CEO, DP World Group
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Jio Platforms targets 
artificial intelligence, 
broadband and over-
seas technology mar-
kets for expansion.

NEW DELHI: Jio Platforms 
is preparing for its Rs 
30,213-crore initial public 
offering (IPO), with bro-
kerages identifying arti-
ficial intelligence, home 
broadband, enterprise 
services and interna-
tional technology licens-
ing as major drivers of 
future growth.

The public issue, 
priced between Rs 1,065 
and Rs 1,119 per share, 
opens on October 21 and 
closes on October 23. 
Anchor investor bidding 
is scheduled for October 
19. Institutional inves-
tors have reportedly 
indicated interest worth 
nearly Rs 2.5 lakh crore, 
reflecting significant 
enthusiasm ahead of the 

offering. With its nation-
wide 5G rollout largely 
completed, Jio Platforms 
is shifting attention 
towards monetising its 
technological capabilities 
and expanding digital 
services.

Managing Director 
Akash Ambani and board 
director Isha Ambani 
outlined the company’s 
growth strategy during 
pre-IPO meetings with 
analysts and brokers.

Emkay Global high-
lighted Jio’s indigenous 
5G technology stack, 
proprietary network sys-
tems and fixed wireless 
access capabilities as 
important competitive 
advantages. The bro-

kerage believes partner-
ships with international 
telecom operators could 
create additional revenue 
opportunities through 
technology exports. 

GEPL identified the 
company’s JioBrain artifi-
cial intelligence platform, 
cloud-native architecture 
and investments in 6G 
research as promising 
growth areas.

Jio platforms eyes AI led 
growth ahead of IPO

PNB aims to scale up 
quarterly profit to Rs 
6,000 cr: Chandra

HIGHLIGHT

z Brokerages identify 
strong growth 
opportunities while 
cautioning investors 
about regulatory 
challenges ahead.

HIGHLIGHT

z Honda plans 
capacity expansion 
while strengthening 
scooters, motorcycles 
and electric vehicle 
offerings.

|  J I O  G R O W T H  P R O S P E C T S  |

NEW DELHI: The government is con-
sidering overhauling the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and Regula-
tion) Act, 1957, into a comprehensive 
new mining law, a move aimed to 
incorporate ease of living and ease of 
doing business reforms, sources said.

The mines ministry administers 
the Mines and Minerals (Develop-
ment and Regulation) Act, 1957 
(MMDR Act) The Act has been 
amended from time-to-time to keep 
pace with the evolving requirements 
of the mining and minerals sector, 
sources said. 

In recent years, the Centre has 
made efforts to review the nation’s 
regulatory landscape to incorporate 
ease of living and ease of doing busi-
ness reforms across all sectors. Con-
sidering that the mining and mineral 
sector is important for the economy, 
future technological progress, fulfill-
ing the strategic needs of the coun-
try, and achieving the vision of Viksit 
Bharat by 2047, the MMDR Act, 1957, 
is proposed to be overhauled into a 
comprehensive and streamlined new 
mining law, sources said. 

MUMBAI:  Online travel technology 
platform Cleartrip expects to sustain 
its growth momentum in 2027, driven 
by steady expansion in air travel and a 
rising contribution from non-air busi-
nesses, according to a top executive of 
the company. 

“The growth rate doubled year-on-
year in 2026 and we expect to main-
tain similar momentum this year while 
aiming for a stronger business mix. The 
share of non-air business, including 
hotels, buses, trains and holiday pack-
ages, is expected to increase and there 
will be steady growth in air business 
as well,” Cleartrip chief growth and 
business officer Manjari Singhal told 
PTI. She said Cleartrip’s performance 
is growing 8-10 times faster than the 
industry in air travel and the non-air 
share has risen to 27 per cent and the 
company is targeting around 40 per 
cent by the end of 2027, she added. 

NEW MINING LAW CLEARTRIP EYES EXPANSION

Centre plans overhaul 
of MMDR Act to create 
new mining law

Cleartrip eyes sustained 
revenue growth driven 
by air travel

HMSI President and CEO  
Tsutsumu Otani
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3relatives held for 
abetment as probe 
points to suicide
Press Trust Of India

Teams from the 
Forensic Science Lab-
oratory (FSL) and the 
food safety depart-
ment were also called 
to the spot to conduct 
an investigation.

NOIDA: The investiga-
tion into the deaths of 
five members of a fam-
ily in Greater Noida of 
suspected poisoning has 
taken a turn, with police 
arresting three relatives 
of the deceased man 
for alleged abetment 
to suicide, officials said 
on Sunday. Two sisters 
and a brother-in-law of 
the deceased man were 
arrested based on a com-
plaint registered by a rel-
ative, Rabupura Station 
House Officer Sujeet Upa-
dhyay said.

According to police, 
the deceased man, 
Mahesh (37), recorded a 
voice note on his mobile 
phone before death, 
allegedly holding the 
three accused -- his elder 
sister Sunita (45), broth-
er-in-law Shekhar alias 
Chandrashekhar (50) 
and younger sister Sapna 
(32) -- responsible for the 
deaths. Preliminary infor-
mation gathered from 
neighbours and relatives 
suggests Sunita allegedly 
influenced their mother 
Chandrawati to transfer 
in her name the house 
where Mahesh lived with 
their mother, police said.

Mahesh was report-
edly distressed after 
learning about this, they 
added. CCTV footage 
from the area around 

the house did not show 
any outsider entering the 
premises, police said. 
Preliminary investigation 
suggests a property dis-
pute may have led to the 
incident, they said. The 
post-mortems, which 
were videographed, indi-
cated signs of poisoning, 
following which viscera 
samples were sent for 
forensic analysis. The 
exact cause of death will 
be known once the report 
is received, police said.

Mahesh, his wife Lalita 
(35), their daughter Mishti 
(7), and sons Sakshat 
(11) and Riyansh (3) were 
found dead on Saturday 
morning at their home in 
Nagla Padam village near 
Rabupura.

Preliminary suspicion 
pointed to possible food 
poisoning, with reports 
suggesting that the fam-
ily ate noodles before 
their deaths. Police have 
registered a case under 
Section 108 (abetment to 
suicide) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
based on a complaint 
filed by Lalita’s brother, 
officials said. While Shek-
har and Sunita live in Del-
hi’s Shalimar Bagh, Sapna 
lives in Khera Kalan in the 
capital, police said, add-
ing that the trio are being 
questioned. The last rites 
of all five family members 
were performed on Satur-
day night in the presence 
of villagers and relatives, 
locals said. The sight of 
the funeral ceremonies, 
particularly those of 
the three children, left 
mourners grief-stricken 
with an atmosphere of 
shock and sorrow prevail-
ing in the village.

NEW DELHI

CJP alleges 
delay in release 
of leaders, four 
sureties rejected

The bail hearing of 
Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) leaders Saurav Das 
and Ashutosh Ranka was 
“delayed” on Sunday as 
the Special Executive 
Magistrate (SEM) did not 
arrive at the scheduled 
time, activist Ratna Singh 
said and alleged that four 
sureties had been rejected 
on “vague” grounds.

Das and Ranka were 
sent to five days of judi-
cial custody on October 14 
after they entered Jantar 
Mantar, which had been 
denotified as a designated 
protest site, by scaling 
its locked gates. The CJP 
leaders maintained that 
they had unfurled the 
national flag and raised 
slogans.

In a post on X, Singh 
said she had been at the 
police station since 11 am, 
while the hearing was 
scheduled for noon. She 
said the Assistant Com-
missioner of Police (ACP/
SEM) had not arrived at 
the Mandir Marg police 
station by 4.42 pm. “This 
is really concerning. They 
have rejected 4 sureties 
till now on vague reasons. 
They have made people 
who have FIRs against 
them for being part of 
protest as people hav-
ing criminal antecedents 
(sic),” Singh alleged.

There was no response 
from police on the alle-
gations. In another post, 
Singh said, “Unfurl-
ing the Indian National 
Flag is not a crime, and 
the boys should not 
remain in custody due to  
procedural delays.”

NEWSLINE

Biker beaten 
to death after 
two-wheeler 
hits child

Church priest 
arrested 
on charges 
of sexually 
abusing 
minor boys

MUZAFFARPUR:  A 
20-year-old man was 
beaten to death by around 
15 people after his motor-
cycle hit a child in Bihar’s 
Muzaffarpur district, trig-
gering a mob rampage in 
a Dalit settlement during 
which nine houses were set 
ablaze, police said on Sun-
day. According to a police 
officer, Navneet Kumar, a 
resident of Mohammadpur 
Khaje village, was allegedly 
assaulted by the group near 
Chainpur Chowk after his 
motorcycle hit a child on 
Saturday evening. He was 
declared dead by doctors 
at a hospital nearby, the 
officer said. Kumar’s family 
has alleged that the attack-
ers beat him with sticks 
and strangled him with 
a belt, said Muzaffarpur 
(Rural) SP, Rajesh Singh 
Prabhakar.. Following 
his death, a mob set nine 
houses of the Dalit com-
munity on fire, triggering 
tension in the village, he 
said, adding that additional 
forces were deployed and 
the situation was brought 
under control.

MANGALURU: A priest 
attached to a church here 
has been arrested by city 
police on charges of sex-
ually abusing minor boys, 
following the interven-
tion of a Mysuru-based 
non-governmental organ-
isation. The accused, 
identified as Father 
Cyprian Pinto, has been 
in service since 1988 and 
was associated with the 
St Vincent Ferrer Church 
in Valencia, Mangaluru. 
Police said he was appre-
hended on Sunday from a 
relative’s residence.

According to investi-
gators, he was arrested 
after the NGO Odanadi 
took the matter directly 
to the attention of the 
Mangaluru Police Com-
missioner. Following the 
intervention, police offi-
cers met the aggrieved 
boys and facilitated the 
registration of a formal 
complaint. Preliminary 
police inquiries indicate 
that at least five children 
were allegedly subjected 
to sexual assault.

The complaint details 
specific incidents, includ-
ing an instance where 
the priest allegedly lured 
a minor boy with choco-
lates and made inappro-
priate remarks before 
taking him into a room 
near the church sac-
risty. Another incident 
on August 14 involved 
a minor who had vis-
ited the church for a 
prayer-related discus-
sion and was allegedly 
taken to the receptionist’s 
room, where he was inap-
propriately touched.

CM Satheesan announces 
blue economy hub in Aroor
Press Trust Of India

The term ‘blue 
economy’ refers to 
sustainable eco-
nomic activities 
linked to oceans, 
seas and coastal 
regions that pro-
mote the use of 
marine resources 
while preserving 
ocean ecosystems.

Alappuzha (Keralam):  
Chief Minister V D Sathee-
san on Sunday said Aroor 
would be developed as 
a blue economy hub 
under the state govern-
ment’s Mission Samudra 
initiative. Inaugurating 
the Makkekadavu-Nere 
Kadavu bridge connect-
ing Alappuzha and Kot-
tayam districts, Sathee-
san said Aroor would also 
be developed as a seafood 
hub, with the necessary 
infrastructure to support 
the blue economy estab-
lished in Alappuzha dis-
trict. He said the govern-
ment would ensure that 

development projects 
did not displace ordinary 
people and announced 
a special compensation 
package for residents 
affected by land acquisi-
tion for road construction 
and related works along 
the Nere Kadavu-Vaikom 
stretch. The government 
would ensure that proj-
ects were completed 
within stipulated time-
lines and prevent losses 
to the public exchequer 
caused by delays, he said. 
Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) Minister P 
K Basheer, who presided 
over the function, said 

the government had 
sanctioned Rs 10 crore for 
road construction along 
the Nere Kadavu-Vaikom 
stretch.

He also said Rs 553.85 
crore had been sanc-
tioned for the devel-
opment of Sabarimala 
roads. Deputy Speaker 
Shanimol Usman, who 
welcomed the gather-
ing, congratulated the 
public representatives 
and officials involved in 
the bridge’s construc-
tion, describing it as a 
long-pending project for 
people in Alappuzha and 
Kottayam districts.

Press Trust Of India

Garg’s band member 
and singer Amrit-
prava Mahanta, 
and his cousin and 
suspended Assam 
Police DSP San-
dipon Garg have 
obtained bail from 
the HC through sep-
arate orders.

GUWAHATI:  The Assam 
government will move 
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Gauhati High 
Court’s decision to grant 
bail to two of the seven 
accused in singer Zubeen 
Garg’s death case, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

A Special Leave Peti-
tion (SLP) would be filed 
as soon as the apex court 
reopens after the ongoing 
holidays, they said.

Special Director Gen-
eral of Police, CID, Munna 
Prasad Gupta, address-
ing a press conference 
here, said, “The honour-
able Gauhati High Court 
has granted bail to two 
accused in case no. 18/25. 
We have studied the 
orders, and after analys-
ing those and taking legal 
opinion, we have decided 
to move the honourable 
Supreme Court against 
the bail orders.” He, how-

ever, refused to comment 
on the bail orders.

“Court holidays are 
on. And as soon as it 
reopens, we will file it,” 
he added.

Mahanta, granted 
bail on October 9, was 
released from judicial 
custody, while Sandipon 
Garg was awaiting exe-
cution of his bail order 
granted on October 16.

Gupta said 134 wit-
nesses have been exam-
ined by the fast-track 
court hearing the death 

case. “The trial of the 
case is progressing well. 
No witness has turned 
hostile,” he added.

State’s advocate gen-
eral Devajit Saikia, in 
another press meet, said 
the lower courts had 
rejected the bail petitions 
of the accused, though 
the HC has granted it 
now.

“I have studied Mahan-
ta’s bail order and have 
seen some discrepancies 
in it. The home depart-
ment has consulted me, 
and I have advised them 
that this order is not 
acceptable and we should 
challenge it,” he said.

Accordingly, the pre-
liminary work of filing 
an SLP against Mahanta’s 
bail order in the Supreme 
Court as soon as it recon-
venes after the break has 
started, the advocate gen-

eral said.
He maintained that 

some observations in 
the bail order could cre-
ate problems in the trial, 
and the government will 
appeal for expunging 
those remarks and quash-
ing the bail order.

“The trial is at an 
important stage and 
hearing is on a day-to-day 
basis. Granting bail at this 
stage could put us in a dif-
ficult position,” he main-
tained.

On Sandipon’s bail, he 
said the detailed order 
is not available yet, and 
if any discrepancy is 
observed, the state gov-
ernment will file an SLP 
before the apex court.

Saikia affirmed that the 
government was commit-
ted to ensuring “justice” 
for Garg and pointed out 
that the accused have 
been in jail for over a year 
now. “Even in the most 
hardcore murder case, 
bail is given after 90 days. 
But our investigation 
findings and legal teams’ 
work have ensured that 
the accused remained 
incarcerated till now,” 
he said. “The fast-track 
court has upheld all the 
charges brought in the 
charge-sheet during the 
charge framing stage,”  
he added.

Assam to move SC against 
grant of bail to 2 accused
A SLP would be filed as soon as the apex court reopens after the ongoing holidays.

HIGHLIGHT

z A special 
investigation team (SIT) 
of the state CID probed 
Garg’s death after more 
than 60 FIRs were 
registered across the 
state.

Press Trust Of India

PATNA: The Patna High 
Court has questioned the 
Enforcement Directorate 
and Bihar’s Special Vigi-
lance Unit over their “fail-
ure” to act against several 
senior officials, allegedly 
linked to the multi-crore 
tender scam, observing 
that the authorities con-
cerned appeared to be 
trying to “save some and 
implicate few”.

A single-judge bench 
of Justice Satyavrat 
Verma, in an order 
passed on October 15, 
said the petitioner, who 
is in custody, appeared to 

be a “pawn” rather than 
the kingpin of the alleged 
money laundering oper-
ation, with the principal 
actors remaining “behind 
the curtains”.

The Special Vigilance 
Unit (SVU) in June this 
year filed a charge sheet 
against seven people, 
including an IAS officer, 
as part of its investiga-
tion into the multi-crore 
tender scam. The ED 
investigated the case fol-
lowing allegations of cor-
ruption in government 
tenders.

During the investiga-
tion, the names of several 
engineers and officials 

surfaced. Based on inputs 
and evidence from the 
ED investigation, the SVU 
initiated a probe by regis-
tering separate FIRs.

Rishu Shree, whose 
firms work as contractors 
and subcontractors for 
various Bihar government 
departments, including 
Water Resources, Health, 
Public Health Engineer-
ing, Urban Development, 
Education, Building 
Construction and Rural 
Works, was alleged to 
have links with govern-
ment officials to secure 
tenders for illicit personal 
gains, officials said. The 
SVU arrested contrac-

tor Rishu Shree in con-
nection with an alleged 
tender manipulation and 
money laundering case 
on May 27 this year. He is 
in judicial custody.

An ED report submit-
ted earlier had alleged 
that Rishu funded foreign 
trips and other expenses 
of two IAS officers and 
their family members in 
return for securing gov-
ernment contracts, the 
officials said.

The court noted that 
the ED had shared infor-
mation under Section 
66 of the Prevention 
of Money Laundering  
Act (PMLA).

| BIHAR TENDER SCAM | 

HC suspects attempt to shield officials
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“Success comes through hard work, discipline, determination and dedication, 
while progress demands continuous learning, innovation and sincere efforts.”

[  M. Visvesvaraya ]

Since  1974  Volume  14  No. 201

|  O U R  V I E W  | 

The violent protests sweeping across France are not 
merely another episode of public anger. They reflect 
a disturbing global trend in which economic hard-

ship, political frustration and declining public confidence 
are increasingly pushing societies towards confrontation. 
From Sri Lanka and Bangladesh to Nepal, and with similar 
tensions emerging in India, public discontent is becoming 
a serious challenge to democratic stability. France wit-
nessed extraordinary scenes of destruction as hundreds 
of thousands of demonstrators protested against rising 
living costs, deteriorating public services and government 
failures. More than 1,200 arrests, injured police person-
nel, burning buildings and looted businesses exposed 
the dangerous transformation of legitimate protests into 
widespread disorder. Such violence cannot be justified, 
irrespective of the grievances involved. The developments 
recall the mass protests that shook Sri Lanka during its 
economic collapse, forcing political change amid unprece-
dented public anger. Bangladesh subsequently experi-
enced violent upheaval driven by political dissatisfaction 
and demands for accountability. Nepal, too, witnessed 
powerful youth-led protests reflecting frustration with cor-
ruption, unemployment and political privilege. Although 
the circumstances differ, these movements share a 
troubling characteristic: growing distrust between citizens 
and those governing them. Young people increasingly feel 
excluded from economic opportunities and political deci-
sion-making. Rising prices, unemployment, inequality and 
perceived government indifference create conditions in 
which public frustration can rapidly escalate. India cannot 
afford to ignore these warning signals. While democratic 
demonstrations remain a constitutional right, episodes 
of communal tension, politically charged confrontations 
and violent protests demonstrate how quickly public 
grievances can threaten social harmony. Political parties 
must resist exploiting popular anger for electoral advan-
tage. Equally important, governments must recognise that 
excessive force, delayed reforms and dismissive responses 
can deepen resentment rather than restore confidence. 
Police accountability, responsible political leadership and 
meaningful dialogue are essential to preventing escalation. 
Social media has further complicated matters by accel-
erating mobilisation, spreading inflammatory narratives 
and sometimes turning local disputes into nationwide 
confrontations. The lesson from France and South Asia is 
unmistakable. Democracy cannot survive through elec-
tions alone; it requires responsive institutions, economic 
fairness and public trust. Governments must address legit-
imate grievances before frustration erupts into violence. 
Equally, citizens must reject destruction as an instrument 
of political change. When dialogue fails and streets become 
battlegrounds, democracy itself pays the highest price.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Thomas Edison: 
The Wizard Who 
Illuminated Humanity

New Generation Marriage:  
Aspirations and Expectations

Thomas Alva Edison remains one of history’s great-
est inventors, whose remarkable contributions 
transformed modern civilisation. His pioneering 

discoveries in electricity, communication and entertain-
ment revolutionised everyday life and laid the foundation 
for technological advancement. Popularly known as the 
“Wizard of Menlo Park,” Edison established a famous 
industrial research laboratory in New Jersey, where 
he developed several groundbreaking inventions. His 
improvements to the incandescent electric bulb made 
practical lighting widely accessible, changing how people 
lived and worked. Edison also invented the phonograph, 
which could record and reproduce 
sound. Interestingly, he considered 
this remarkable invention his personal 
favourite. His contributions to motion 
picture technology helped establish 
the foundations of the modern film 
industry. Another significant achieve-
ment was the development of the 
rechargeable nickel-iron alkaline stor-
age battery. His work on electric power 
distribution further accelerated the 
widespread adoption of electricity. Despite receiving lim-
ited formal education and experiencing serious hearing 
difficulties, Edison displayed extraordinary determination 
and curiosity. He believed his impaired hearing helped 
him concentrate on experiments without unnecessary 
distractions. Holding more than 1,000 American patents, 
Edison demonstrated that perseverance, imagination and 
relentless experimentation could overcome limitations. 
Until his death on October 18, 1931, Edison remained 
devoted to scientific innovation, leaving an extraordinary 
legacy that continues to illuminate humanity.
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Global Wave Of Riots 
Threatens Democracy 
Everywhere

Dr Ganapathi Bhat

communicate their choices without 
disrespecting their parents.

The Social Dimension : Marriage 
continues to have a strong social 
dimension in India. Relatives, neigh-
bors, friends and extended families 
often have opinions about when and 
whom a person should marry. Ques-
tions such as “When are you getting 
married?”, “Why are you delaying?”, 
or “What is the problem?” may 
appear harmless but can create con-
siderable psychological pressure.

There is also increasing accep-
tance of inter-caste, inter-regional 
and intercultural marriages in 
many parts of  India. Young peo-
ple are meeting potential partners 
through workplaces, universities, 
professional networks and digital 
platforms. This has expanded the 
possibilities of finding compan-
ionship beyond traditional social 
boundaries.

Yet social acceptance is not uni-
form. Differences in caste, religion, 
economic background, language 
and family expectations can still cre-
ate challenges for couples. There-
fore, the future of Indian marriage 
may require a shift from social con-
formity to social maturity—where 
families respect individual choices 
while encouraging responsible deci-
sion-making.

The Physical and Emotional 
Dimension :Marriage is also a physical 
and emotional relationship. However, 
conversations about physical inti-
macy, reproductive health, contra-
ception and sexual wellbeing remain 
uncomfortable in many Indian fam-
ilies.Emotional wellbeing is equally 
important. Stress, anxiety, loneliness, 
work pressure and financial concerns 
can affect relationships. Couples need 
the ability to communicate openly, 
manage disagreements and seek pro-
fessional counselling when necessary. 
There should be no shame in seeking 
counselling. Seeking help is not a sign 
of failure; it can be a sign of responsi-
bility and maturity.

Financial Independence and 
Shared Responsibility: Money is 
another major factor influencing 
modern marriages. Housing costs, 
education loans, lifestyle expecta-
tions, career uncertainty and chang-
ing employment patterns can place 

considerable pressure on young 
couples.The traditional assumption 
that one partner will automatically 
be the primary financial provider 
is gradually changing. Many young 
couples are both professionally 
active and financially independent. 
This requires a new understanding 
of household responsibility. Cook-
ing, childcare, household manage-
ment and financial planning should 
increasingly be viewed as shared 
responsibilities rather than duties 
determined only by gender. A suc-
cessful marriage should ideally be a 
partnership, not a power structure.

The Need for a New Marriage 
Mindset: The new generation does 
not necessarily need to reject tra-
ditional values. Instead, it can rein-
terpret them .Similarly, parents do 
not need to abandon their cultural 
values. They need to understand 
that values are best transmitted 
through conversation and exam-
ple rather than pressure. The real 
question is not whether children 
are marrying “too early” or “too 
late”. The more important ques-
tion is whether they are emotion-
ally, financially and socially pre-
pared to build a partnership.

Building Relationships for Life: 
The ideal approach is to see mar-
riage and career as two dimensions 
of life that can complement each 
other when planned thoughtfully. 
Young people need self-aware-
ness, emotional maturity, financial 
responsibility, communication 
skills and realistic expectations. 
Parents need patience, trust and 
openness. Society needs greater 
acceptance of individual choices 
while encouraging responsibility 
and mutual respect.

The marriage of tomorrow will 
probably look different from the 
marriage of yesterday. But some 
principles will remain timeless: 
trust, respect, communication, 
commitment, companionship and 
the willingness to grow together. 
Ultimately, the success of marriage 
is not determined by how per-
fectly two people fit together at the 
beginning. It is determined by how 
sincerely they learn, adapt, com-
municate and stand together as life 
changes.

Marriage in India has 
never been merely a 
relationship between 

two individuals. Traditionally, 
it has been viewed as a bond 
between two families, supported 
by social values, responsibilities, 
traditions and shared expectations. 
However, the meaning and expec-
tations surrounding marriage are 
changing rapidly. The new genera-
tion is growing up in an India that 
is more modern, digital, career-ori-
ented and globally connected. As 
a result, marriage today is increas-
ingly becoming a personal decision 
influenced by career aspirations, 
financial independence, emotional 
compatibility, lifestyle choices and 
individual freedom. This trans-
formation represents a changing 
society. The real challenge is to find 
a healthy balance between individ-
ual aspirations and expectation. 

Career First, Marriage Later : 
One of the most visible changes 
among young generation are 
the increasing importance given 
to education and career before 
marriage. Young people want to 
become financially independent, 
establish professional identities 
and experience personal growth 
before taking on family responsi-
bilities. A young woman today may 
want to build her career, become 
financially independent and make 
decisions about marriage on her 
own terms. Similarly, young men 
face increasing expectations to 
establish stable careers, earn suf-
ficiently and achieve professional 
success before marriage.

The problem begins when 
career building becomes an endless 
race. The desire to achieve “more” 
can lead to postponement of mar-
riage and family life without a clear 
understanding of what one actually 
wants from life. Career is important, 
but career success alone cannot 
guarantee a fulfilling life. Young 
people need to ask themselves not 
only, “What do I want to become?” 
but also, “What kind of life do I want 
to build?”

Changing Expectations from 
Marriage

Earlier generations often entered 
marriage with an attitude of adjust-

ment, compromise and long-term 
commitment. Today, young people 
increasingly seek companionship, 
friendship, emotional support, 
equality and compatibility. This is an 
important change. Marriage should 
not be based only on social obliga-
tion. Emotional compatibility, mutual 
respect and shared values matter 
greatly.

At the same time, excessive 
expectations can create difficulties. 
Social media and popular culture 
often present idealized images of 
relationships. Young people may 
unconsciously expect a partner to 
be simultaneously a best friend, 
emotional counsellor, financial 
partner, travel companion, per-
fect communicator and constant 
source of happiness. Real relation-
ships are different. Every marriage 
involves differences in personality, 
habits, priorities and expectations. 
Compatibility does not mean sim-
ilarity in everything; it means the 
ability to respect differences and 
grow together.

Parents’ Perspective: Concern 
or Interference? :Parents remain 
an important part of the Indian 
family system. Their concerns 
about marriage usually arise from 
love, experience and a desire to 
protect their children. They worry 
about financial stability, family 
background, social compatibility, 
long-term security and the wellbe-
ing of their children.

However, the younger genera-
tion sometimes experiences these 
concerns as pressure or interfer-
ence. The generation gap becomes 
particularly visible when parents 
believe that marriage should hap-
pen at a particular age, while their 
children want to wait until they are 
personally and professionally ready.

Parents need to recognize that 
their children are living in a differ-
ent social and economic environ-
ment from the one in which they 
grew up. At the same time, young 
people should not dismiss parental 
wisdom simply because it comes 
from an older generation. The 
answer lies in dialogue rather than 
confrontation. Parents can share 
their concerns without imposing 
decisions, while young people can 

Dr. Yasin Sheikh
Dean NIT Nagpur

Can courts define religions as inclusive or exclusive?
The Madras High Court’s FCRA ruling raises questions about judicial interpre-
tation of religious doctrines. While courts can examine an organisation’s activ-
ities and statutory compliance, declaring Hinduism “inclusive” and Abrahamic 
religions “inherently exclusive” enters contested theological territory. All major 
religious traditions contain diverse beliefs and practices, making absolute clas-
sifications problematic. The debate becomes more complex with “Ghar Wapsi,” 
a term used by Hindu organisations for religious conversion described as a 
return to ancestral roots.

Yah Pal Ralhan,Jalandhar

Strengthen tea safety standards through better testing
The FSSAI’s proposed Maximum Residue Limits for Acetamiprid and Imidaclo-
prid pesticides in tea represent a welcome step towards consumer safety. Aligning 
domestic standards with international benchmarks can protect public health while 
supporting farmers’ crop protection requirements. Clear regulations will encour-
age responsible pesticide use, promote sustainable cultivation and strengthen 
confidence in Indian tea across global markets. However, effective implementation 
requires stronger regional testing laboratories, regular monitoring and affordable 
testing facilities to ensure compliance and safeguard consumers.

Dr. Vijaykumar H K,  Raichur

Punjab, the cradle of Indian hockey, is preparing to welcome Asia’s leading teams as the Asian  
Champions Trophy brings international action back to the sport’s historic heartland.

Punjab will host the 9th 
Men’s Asian Champions 
Trophy from October 27 to 

November 5, 2026, marking the 
first time the prestigious interna-
tional hockey tournament will be 
held in the state. The competition, 
organised by the Asian Hockey Fed-
eration (AHF), will be staged across 
Jalandhar and Mohali, bringing top 
Asian teams to a region deeply con-
nected with Indian hockey.

The tournament will feature six 
countries: India, Bangladesh, China, 
South Korea, Japan and Malaysia. 
India, the defending champion after 
winning consecutive titles in 2023 
and 2024, will aim to continue its 
dominance on home soil.

The opening ceremony and 
all round-robin matches will take 
place at the Olympian Surjit Hockey 
Stadium in Jalandhar. The semi-
finals, medal matches and closing 
ceremony are scheduled for the 
Olympian Balbir Singh Senior Inter-
national Hockey Stadium in Mohali.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann unveiled the tourna-
ment emblem on September 14, 
2026, alongside representatives of 
Hockey India and the Asian Hockey 
Federation. The state government 
has approved a budget of Rs. 25.40 
crore, including Rs. 22.96 crore for 
infrastructure development and 
upgrades at the two venues. Entry 
to all tournament matches will be 
free, giving fans an opportunity to 

experience international hockey 
without ticket costs.

Punjab’s association with 
hockey stretches across genera-
tions. Its villages, academies and 
sporting institutions have produced 
numerous players who have rep-
resented India at the highest level. 
Legendary Olympians Udham 
Singh and Balbir Singh Senior 
helped establish the state’s repu-
tation, while contemporary stars 
such as Manpreet Singh and Har-

manpreet Singh continue that tra-
dition.

Despite this rich legacy, Pun-
jab has hosted relatively few major 
international hockey tournaments 
in recent decades. The 2009 Pun-
jab Gold Cup was among the last 
significant international competi-
tions held in the state. The upcom-
ing championship therefore rep-
resents an important opportunity 
to reconnect local supporters with 
elite international hockey.

India captain Harmanpreet 
Singh, who led the team to con-
secutive Asian Games gold med-
als, described the tournament as 
a special occasion, particularly for 
players from Punjab. Representing 
India in their home state, he said, 
would be a memorable experience.

India has enjoyed considerable 
success in Asian hockey, winning 
the Men’s Asia Cup five times, 
including the 2025 edition. The Asia 
Cup is a separate competition from 
the Asian Champions Trophy, with 
its winner earning qualification for 
the FIH Men’s Hockey World Cup.

Beyond the battle for the title, 
the 2026 Asian Champions Tro-
phy carries wider significance. It 
offers Punjab an opportunity to 
showcase its sporting heritage, 
improve hockey infrastructure 
and inspire a new generation 
of players. Most importantly, it 
brings international hockey back 
to a region that has helped shape 
India’s identity in the sport.

Hockey Returns to Its Heartland in Punjab

Dr. Vasisht M.C.
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RMC in its weather 
bulletin issued at 
2.30 pm on Sun-
day said rainfall 
occurred in most 
places.

CHENNAI: As the north-
east monsoon has been 
vigorous over Tamil 
Nadu, a red alert was 
issued for Chennai, 
which implies a forecast 
of extremely heavy rain-
fall for the 24 hours from 
Sunday afternoon.

Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre (RMC) in 
Chennai also issued an 
orange alert to neigh-
bouring Chengalpattu, 
Kancheepuram and 
Thiruvallur districts 
and western districts 
of Nilgiris, Coimbatore 

and Theni district in the 
same period. The red 
alert means a forecast 
of extremely heavy rain-
fall above 20 cm, and 
the orange alert means 
a forecast of very heavy 
rainfall above 11 cm.

RMC in its weather 
bulletin issued at 2.30 
pm on Sunday said rain-
fall occurred in most 
places over Tamil Nadu, 
Puducherry and Karaikal 

regions over the last 24 
hours. The bulletin fur-
ther said that Saturday’s 
upper air cyclonic circu-
lation over north Tamil 
Nadu and adjoining south 
coastal Andhra Pradesh 
has become less marked.

However, heavy rains 
lashed Chennai and 
its neighbouring dis-
tricts of Chengalpattu, 
Kancheepuram and Tiru-
vallur, marking the first 

and heavy spell of the 
northeast monsoon.

The weather report fur-
ther said that Parry’s Cor-
ner in Chennai received 
the highest rainfall of 36 
cm in the 24 hours end-
ing 8.30 am on Sunday, 
followed by Kathivakkam 
near here receiving 34 cm 
during the same period.

Press Trust Of India

Several eyewit-
nesses alleged that 
announcements 
about entry, exit and 
crowd movement 
at the pandal were 
inadequate, leaving 
visitors confused as 
the crowd surged. 

KOLKATA: The metropolis 
is lit up for Durga Puja, 
but its glow does not 
reach everyone. For fam-
ilies of the Kolkata stam-
pede victims, grief has 
eclipsed the festivities as 
they wait outside a hos-
pital to take their loved 
ones’ bodies home.

Durga Puja will never 
be the same for them -- 
no more pandal visits, no 
prayers together, no cele-
brations.

A night after tragedy 
struck the Chorbagan 
Durga Puja pandal in 
north Kolkata, claiming 
19 lives, some bereaved 
family members waiting 
outside Calcutta National 
Medical College were 
speechless with grief, 
while others broke down 
in tears, calling out to 
loved ones who would 

never return.
“I have nothing left. 

There will never be a 
Durga Puja in our lives 
again,” wailed Vinod 
Haldar, a rickshaw puller 
from New Town in east-
ern Kolkata, who lost his 
17-year-old daughter in 
Saturday’s stampede.

Barnali Haldar, a Class 
11 student, had gone pan-
dal-hopping with friends 
that night. Vinod said 
they had initially planned 
to visit pandals in neigh-
bouring Salt Lake but 
later changed their plans 
to central and north Kol-
kata.

He said that he received 
news of the stampede 
from one of his daugh-
ter’s friends around 8 pm 

and rushed to the hospi-
tal, only to learn that she 
had died. He has been 
waiting outside the hospi-
tal morgue since then to 
take his daughter’s body 
home.

Barnali’s close friend, 
17-year-old Tania Biswas, 
was also among the dead.

A family member 
said Tania’s mother had 
always been reluctant 
to let her daughter go 
anywhere alone but had 
made an exception this 
time. The family is now 
struggling to come to 
terms with her death.

According to her rela-
tives, Tania had left home 
saying she would visit 
pandals in Salt Lake. Her 
family did not know she 

would go to Chorbagan.
Saurav Mondal of 

Kumartuli had looked 
forward to spending 
Saptami night with his 
mother, visiting pandals 
and enjoying good food. 
Now, he waits outside the 
morgue to take her body 
home.

Recounting the trag-
edy, he said people were 
rushing out of the pandal 
amid rain and a crowd 
surge when several stum-
bled and fell, with others 
falling on top of them.

“When rescuers finally 
pulled my mother out, 
it was all over. She had 
died. I could not save 
her,” he said.

He alleged that no 
police personnel or vol-
unteers were present at 
the exit to control the 
crowd. While pointing 
to rain as a contributing 
factor, Mondal claimed 
that timely intervention 
could have prevented the 
tragedy.

FASTFACTS

z Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay and 
Minister for Public 
Works and Youth 
Welfare and Sports 
Development, 
Aadhav Arjuna, 
separately visited 
the Ripon Building, 
GCC headquarters, 
following heavy 
rainfall across the city 
and red alert.
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Modi, Shah and CEC 
Kumar will pay price 

for ‘vote chori’.           
Rahul Gandhi,                  

Congress leader

Commuters wade through a waterlogged street following  
heavy rain, in Chennai, Sunday.

Family member of a victim mourns during the handover of mortal remains 
of victims to their family members following a stampede at Chorbagan 

Sarbojanin Durga Puja pandal, in Kolkata, Sunday.

‘No Durga Puja 
in our lives again’

Families wait for bodies of stampede victims under festive lights.

HIGHLIGHT

z Locals also claimed 
that police deployment 
at the pandal was 
inadequate, with many 
personnel stationed 
near the VIP entrance.

Ministry 
brings new 
rules for 
adjudicating 
court fee 
violations
NEW DELHI: The Union 
law ministry has come 
out with a set of rules to 
set up a framework to 
handle violations related 
to court fees and stamp 
rules in the Union terri-
tories.

The Union Territories 
Court Fees (Adjudication 
of Penalties and Appeal) 
Rules, 2026, issued on 
Saturday operationalise 
sections 34A and 34B of 
the Court Fees Act, 1870, 
which were recently 
added following amend-
ments under the Jan Vish-
was (Amendment of Pro-
visions) Act, 2026.

Instead of changing 
the court-fee system, the 
rules focus on admin-
istrative enforcement, 
accountability and time-
bound conflict resolution.

The amended Jan 
Vishwas law tweaked the 
Court Fees Act to replace 
criminal punishment 
with financial penalties 
for minor, non-fraudulent 
violations of stamp-sale 
rules.

Under the newly-noti-
fied rules, revenue offi-
cers, licensed stamp 
vendors and members of 
the public can report vio-
lations to the designated 
adjudicating officers 
empowered to investigate 
and levy penalties under 
the Court Fees Act.

Extremely heavy rainfall 
forecast for Chennai

|  R E D  A L E R T  I S S U E D |Congress 
workers 
protesting 
detained
NEW DELHI: Delhi Police 
detained several Con-
gress workers and other 
protesters on Sunday 
after they staged a protest 
outside the Patiala House 
Court here for an impar-
tial probe into the 2022 
murder of 19-year-old 
Ankita Bhandari in Utta-
rakhand.

Protesters called for 
a fair probe into the 
involvement of an alleged 
“VIP”, who purportedly 
sought favours from 
Bhandari, a receptionist 
in Vanantara resort near 
Rishikesh.

A fresh wave of pro-
tests has hit the national 
capital ever since BJP 
leader Dushyant Gautam 
was appointed the Sik-
kim governor. Gautam 
is alleged to be the same 
VIP, though nothing 
incriminating has been 
established yet.

Press Trust Of India

PATNA: Union minister 
Chirag Paswan on Sun-
day charged the Congress 
with trying to create anar-
chy in the country, “just 
like France and Italy”, 
by advocating “regime 
change” through street 
protests.

The Lok Janshakti 
Party (Ram Vilas) pres-
ident also criticised the 
main opposition party 
for treating as its “poster 
girl” Neha Bora, the AISA 
president, “who speaks 

of the uprising in Bangla-
desh”.

“In a democratic coun-
try like India, it is highly 
objectionable that the 
main opposition party 
is speaking of a regime 
change (through street 
protests). They should 
know that wherever such 
things have taken place, 
these have been spon-
sored by foreign powers 
and caused anarchy”, 
Paswan told reporters.

Without mentioning 
Bora by name, the union 
minister also asked, 

“What does the opposi-
tion party want to prove 
by making its poster girl 
an activist who is full of 
praise for what happened 
in Bangladesh? Does the 
opposition want to see 
here the same anarchy 
that has been witnessed 

in Nepal and Bangladesh, 
and, more recently, in 
France and Italy?”

The opposition must 
remember that in India, 
whenever there has been 
a regime change, it has 
been through free and 
fair elections, he said.

“Their spokespersons 
must give up trying to 
defend anarchy,” the 
Hajipur MP added.

Paswan, who has been 
planning to contest the 
upcoming assembly 
polls in BJP-ruled Uttar 
Pradesh, also disclosed 

that the foundation day 
of Lok Janshakti Party, 
floated by his late father 
Ram Vilas Paswan, will be 
celebrated next month in 
Lucknow.

“Our party has a pres-
ence in UP, and I am 
confident that the peo-
ple there will shower 
the same affection on us 
that we have received 
in Bihar,” said the NDA 
partner, who headed the 
LJP until 2021, when it 
suffered a split following 
a rebellion by his uncle 
Pashupati Kumar Paras.

| REGIME CHANGE | 

Chirag slams Cong for advocating ‘regime 
change’ through street protests

Briefs
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MAHARASHTRA CM DEVENDRA FADNAVIS 
‘Regime change possible only through elections,  

not by rejecting Constitution’

NAGPUR: Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis on Sunday said 
any change of government in India 
can take place only through elections, 
asserting that attempts to force a 
regime change by rejecting the Consti-
tution will fail.

Speaking to reporters here, Fad-
navis slammed Shiv Sena (UBT) chief 
Uddhav Thackeray over his regime 
change statement, mocking him for 
failing to prevent a split in his own 
party. Thackeray on Saturday backed 
senior advocate Prashant Bhushan’s 
“regime change” call, criticising the 
alleged violence against those taking 
part in protests called by the Cock-
roach Janta Party and other parties 
in Delhi. “When his (Uddhav’s) party 
abandoned Hindutva and the ideol-
ogy of Shiv Sena founder Balasaheb 
Thackeray, those who wanted to fol-
low Balasaheb’s core principles broke 
away to form the real Shiv Sena,” Fad-
navis said, referring to the 2022 split 
in the undivided Shiv Sena.

He emphasised that decisions in 
India are determined through Parlia-
ment and the ballot box, not on the 
streets. “If you want a regime change, 

you have to contest polls, win the 
hearts of the people, and secure a 
mandate,” the BJP leader said, adding 
that the Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment would return to power.

Referring to the recent political 
upheavals in neighbouring nations 
such as Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri 
Lanka, Fadnavis warned that forces 
dreaming about orchestrating similar 
instability in India will not succeed.

“India is anchored by the Constitu-
tion drafted by Dr Babasaheb Ambed-
kar. The strength of our constitutional 
framework will defeat all such inten-
tions,” he added. PTI

NAGAON (ASSAM):   The eviction drive 
in Assam’s Nagaon district continued 
on Sunday, with authorities clear-
ing encroached land in the Lutumari 
Reserved Forest for the second day, an 
official said. Around 500 families are 
being evicted from the protected area, 
with the exercise likely to continue on 
Monday as well, he said.

“These families had obtained a stay 
order from a court when eviction was 
carried out in this area last year. After 
meeting all legal requirements and 
obtaining clearances, we resumed 
the eviction drive here today,” the 
official said. The forest department, 
district civil and police administra-
tion, and other relevant departments 
were jointly carrying out the exercise, 
which proceeded peacefully, he said.

“Several families had already 
left with their belongings. There 
has been no untoward incident,” 
the official added. Excavators were 
deployed to demolish structures in 
the encroached areas, with the oper-
ation being conducted under heavy 
security arrangements. PTI

500 FAMILIES AFFECTED

Eviction drive in 
Assam’s Lutumari 
Reserved Forest 

MADAN RATHORE’S

Gehlot demands apology 
for ‘support Pak if Pak-US 
war breaks out’ remark
JAIPUR: Congress veteran Ashok Gehlot 
on Sunday demanded an uncondi-
tional apology from Rajasthan BJP pres-
ident Madan Rathore over his contro-
versial “support Pakistan if Pak-US war 
breaks out” remark, saying the saffron 
leader’s repeated clarifications were 
only making matters worse. Rathore 
should apologise sincerely and express 
regret without any conditions, the for-
mer Rajasthan chief minister said. “But 
instead of apologising, he is blaming 
the media and asking why journalists 
are cornering him. The media is not 
putting words into his mouth. It is only 
showing what he actually said,” Gehlot 
said. At an event in Jaipur last week, 
Rathore said, “If a war breaks out 
between America and Pakistan today, 
we will stand with Pakistan because it 
is our neighbour. But when it comes to 
our differences, we stand with India.” 
Gehlot said Rathore’s intention, or the 
context of his remarks, might have 
been different, but any reference to 
Pakistan reminds people of the 2019 
Pulwama terror attack and other inci-
dents in Jammu and Kashmir. PTI

CHANDIGARH HERITAGE FURNITURE
Plea to halt auction of nine  

articles in France

CHANDIGARH:  City-based advocate 
Ajay Jagga on Sunday urged the Cen-
tre and the Chandigarh Administration 
to intervene urgently to prevent the 
proposed auction of nine heritage fur-
niture articles associated with Chandi-
garh and designed by Swiss-French 
architect Pierre Jeanneret in France on 
October 25.

In a representation to the Ministries 
of External Affairs and Culture and 
the Chandigarh Administration, Jagga 
sought immediate verification of the 
provenance and ownership of the arti-
cles and requested that the auction be 
put on hold pending the inquiry.

The auction is scheduled to be held 
by Paris Oise Encheres in Chantilly, 
France.

According to the details provided in 
the representation, several articles are 
described in the auction catalogue as 
originating from administrative build-
ings in Chandigarh.

The items include a set of two Sen-
ate Committee chairs, a pair of Avocat 
armchairs, an Avocat sofa, a book-
case, office cane chairs, a demount-
able administrative office and a filing 
cabinet described as being in the style 
of Jeanneret. The representation also 
lists two Easy Cane chairs whose prov-
enance is not specified in the supplied 
catalogue details. Another item, a teak 
table, is described as having been spe-
cially commissioned for the dependen-
cies of the Palace of the Maharaja of 

Patiala.
Jagga said the catalogue descriptions 

warranted immediate verification by 
the competent authorities, including 
examination of government invento-
ries, disposal records, transfer docu-
ments and permissions relating to the 
removal of the furniture.

He urged the Ministry of External 
Affairs to use diplomatic channels 
to approach the concerned foreign 
authorities and auction house to seek 
a hold on the sale until the ownership 
and provenance of the articles were 
established. He also sought appropri-
ate police action wherever evidence of 
unauthorised removal, misappropria-
tion, theft or illegal disposal was found.

In his representation, Jagga referred 
to an earlier communication dated 
September 25 regarding Chandigar-
h-linked heritage furniture and said an 
auction had nevertheless proceeded 
on October 10.

He called for a coordinated mech-
anism to identify, trace and recover 
Chandigarh’s heritage furniture that 
may have been removed from the 
country and offered for sale abroad.

The furniture designed by Jeanneret 
forms part of Chandigarh’s architec-
tural and cultural history, and articles 
associated with the city’s administra-
tive buildings require careful exami-
nation before their ownership and 
movement can be established, the rep-
resentation said. PTI
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Neha Dhupia looks back on 
two missed opportunities   
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OTT Watch

and Chitrashi Rawat. Celebrated 
for its sports narrative and team 
spirit, the film remains a mem-
orable title in Hindi cinema. 
Meanwhile, Operation Safed 
Sagar: The Untold Story of the 
Kargil War is a 2026 Netflix 
series inspired by the Indian 
Air Force’s contribution dur-
ing the 1999 Kargil conflict. Its 
six episodes follow pilots of 
the Golden Arrows squadron 
as they undertake dangerous 

combat missions. The ensemble 
cast includes Siddharth, Jimmy 
Shergill, Abhay Verma, Dia 
Mirza and Adil Hussain.

Neha made her Bollywood 
debut with Qayamat: City 
Under Threat in 2003 and later 
appeared in films including 
Julie, Singh Is Kinng and Tum-
hari Sulu. She now hosts Double 
Date with husband Angad Bedi, 
expanding her presence across 
entertainment platforms.

“As an actor, theatre fosters a unique 
intimacy with the audience; you can 

actually see them, hear them catch their 
breath, and share in their laughter. You 
become completely immersed in a live 

performance there is a distinct, magical 
quality to it that is truly one of a kind,”      

Minissha Lamba

Dragon Ball 
Super gets 
overhaul 

Aasha brings 
family secrets   

Urvashi, Joju George 
and Aishwarya 

Lekshmi anchor this 
Malayalam psycholog-

ical thriller centred 
around a deeply buried 
family secret that unex-

pectedly resurfaces, 
setting off a chain 

reaction of suspicion 
among the core charac-

ters.

Tenzing is salute 
to the Sherpa 

Masterplan is 
volatile

Stanley Tucci, Simona 
Tabasco and Victor 

Belmondo spearhead 
this heist film directed by 
Thomas Vincent about an 
estranged family forced 

into an unexpected 
and chaotic reunion. It 
is streaming on Prime 

Video.

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

Sylvester Stallone admits his 
biggest regret in Hollywood 

Central Chronicle News

The actor missed 
Shah Rukh Khan’s 
Chak De India and 
Operation Safed 
Sagar.

Actor Neha Dhupia 
has opened up 
about two career 

opportunities she wishes 
she had accepted: Shah 
Rukh Khan’s sports 
drama Chak De India 
and the military series 
Operation Safed Sagar. 
Looking back, she admit-
ted that missing out on 
both projects has stayed 
with her. Neha discussed 
these decisions during a 
board game session on 
her chat show Double 
Date. She revealed that 
she had always wanted 
to explore sports and 
military-themed stories 
but eventually let go of 
opportunities to work in 
both genres. “Sometimes, 
when you look back at 
the opportunities you 
turned down, you rea-
lise what you may have 
missed,” the actor said, 
acknowledging that these 
projects remain among 
her professional regrets. 
Released in 2007, Chak 
De India featured Shah 
Rukh Khan as Kabir Khan, 
a former Indian men’s 
hockey team captain who 
takes charge of coaching 
the women’s national 
hockey team. Produced 
by Yash Raj Films, the 
film also starred Vidya 
Malavade, Shilpa Shukla, 
Sagarika Ghatge 

Central Chronicle News

Hollywood star Syl-
vester Stallone 
has opened up 

about the physical toll 
of performing his own 
stunts, admitting that he 
deeply regrets putting 
his body through years 
of injuries. In a recent 
interview with Fox News 
Digital, the 80-year-old 
actor recalled the pain-
ful consequences of his 
action career, saying he 
has “millions, millions 
of regrets” about his 
experiences. Stallone 
revealed that his inju-
ries became particularly 
severe after a stunt went 

wrong while filming the 
2010 action thriller The 
Expendables, which also 
featured Jason Statham 
and Mickey Rourke. The 
incident left him with 
a fractured neck and 
dislocated shoulders, 
leading to several major 
surgeries. The actor 
said he subsequently 
underwent nine back 
operations and three 
neck fusions. He also suf-

fered serious shoulder 
injuries and eye-related 
complications, describ-
ing the entire experi-
ence as brutal. Stallone 
admitted that he has 
never been quite the 
same since the surgeries. 
Reflecting on his deci-
sion to perform danger-

ous sequences himself, 
the Rocky star advised 
aspiring performers 
against taking similar 
risks. He emphasised 
that professional stunt 
performers should han-
dle physically demand-
ing scenes instead of 
actors attempting to 
prove themselves on set. 
“Don’t be a stage hawk, 
or whatever you call it, 
a showboat,” Stallone 
said, encouraging peo-
ple to let professionals 
do their jobs. He further 
explained that physical 
consequences cannot be 
avoided simply through 
confidence or determi-
nation. “You cannot beat 

gravity; when you hit the 
ground, you lose,” he 
said. Stallone also dis-
missed the idea that he 
should feel proud of his 
injuries, bluntly admit-
ting, “I think I’m an idiot 
for doing that.” His can-
did remarks highlight the 
lasting consequences of 
action filmmaking and 
the importance of prior-
itising safety over spec-
tacle. The actor, direc-
tor and writer recently 
released his memoir, 
The Steps, offering read-
ers another glimpse into 
his personal and profes-
sional journey.

Two missed 
opportunities 
haunt Neha

Neha Dhupia reveals two major projects she regrets turning down.

HIGHLIGHT

z Sylvester Stallone 
regrets performing 
his own stunts after 
suffering years of 
painful injuries.
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Trending on Insta
@saifalikhan_online 

Ibrahim questions Saif’s 
Instagram debut        
Saif Ali Khan’s Instagram debut sparked a play-
ful exchange with son Ibrahim Ali Khan. When 
Ibrahim questioned whether the account 
belonged to his father, Saif shared an old child-
hood picture of him, continuing their witty ban-
ter. The interaction amused fans online.

Actor Yash offered a heartfelt glimpse into his 
relationship with wife Radhika Pandit at the 
Bengaluru trailer launch of Ramayana. Speak-
ing about her unwavering support, he humor-
ously called himself “Radhika Ka Pati”, drawing 
a playful parallel with “Sitapati”. Acknowledg-
ing how she stands by his creative choices, 
Yash said having a strong support system at 
home makes it easier to take unconventional 
roles. Referring to his portrayal of Ravana, he 
highlighted the importance of a partner who 
believes in one’s ideas and experiments. His 
candid remarks celebrated Radhika’s role as 
his biggest strength beyond the spotlight.

Rapper Badshah is set to explore Marathi music 
further after the success of his debut Marathi 
track, Chimna. Speaking to the media at the 
Khidkiyaan Theatre Film Festival, the singer 
revealed that his next musical project is con-
nected to a Marathi film, though he kept details 
under wraps. Badshah did not disclose the 
song’s title, collaborators or release date, ask-
ing fans to wait for an official announcement. 
Released on August 31, 2026, Chimna featured 
Divya Kumar and Nagesh Morwekar, with Neha 
Khan appearing in its music video, blending 
contemporary hip-hop with Maharashtrian 
folk influences.

Hot Pair
Yash calls wife Radhika his 

biggest strength

Music

Badshah hints at his next 
Marathi film song

Web Series

Radhika Apte calls Akka an 
intriguing story 

Radhika Apte has revealed what attracted 
her to Akka, an upcoming gangster saga pro-
duced by YRF Entertainment. Following the 
teaser launch, the actress said the complex-
ity of its characters and their conflicting per-
spectives made the project intriguing. She 
plays Rudra, a strong-willed woman driven by 
her convictions, alongside Keerthy Suresh as 
Bhavani. Set in the 1980s, the series explores 
Pernuru, a kingdom shaped by generations 
of women who built, governed and protected 
their world. Directed and written by Dhar-
maraj Shetty, Akka marks Keerthy’s first series 
with Netflix and premieres on October 30, 
promising a gripping story of power, traditions 
and rivalries.
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The early storylines of the 
beloved anime franchise 

receive a complete
structural overhaul in 

this enhanced 19-episode 
series. Featuring

reconstructed animation 
and newly produced foot-

age from Toei
Animation, the series 

streamlines longtime fans 
and newcomers.

Director Jennifer Peedom 
and writer Luke Davies 

bring the historic
conquest of Mount Everest 
to the screen, shifting the 

cinematic focus
directly onto the legend-
ary Sherpa mountaineer 

Tenzing Norgay.
Currently streaming on 

Apple TV

&Glitters

Sylvester Stallone regrets doing his 
own stunts

The hit Turkish crime 
comedy franchise 

Organize Isler expands 
into an eight-episode 
event series marking 
twenty years since its 
cinematic debut. Yil-
maz Erdogan returns 
to star as the iconic 

con artist Asim Noyan, 
alongside a massive 

ensemble cast includ-
ing Kivanc Tatlitug.

Moneytrap: The 
Karun Treasure 



Watermelon Basil 
Cooler

Ingredients 
1 cup chilled watermelon 
cubes, 4 fresh basil 
leaves, 1 tsp lemon juice 
and half a cup of cold 
water.
Instructions 
Blend watermelon and water until smooth. Add lemon 
juice and gently crushed basil leaves. Stir well and 
serve immediately without adding sugar, allowing the 
fruit’s natural sweetness to shine through.
Benefits 
Watermelon contains substantial water, making it 
useful for increasing fluid intake. It also provides 
vitamin C and other nutrients, while basil and lemon 
lend a refreshing twist to this colourful festive drink.

Spiced Buttermilk 
with Curry 
Leaves

Ingredients 
1 cup plain curd, 1 
cup water, 5 curry 
leaves, half a tsp 
roasted cumin 
powder, chopped 
coriander and a 
pinch of salt.
Instructions 
Whisk curd and 
water until smooth. 
Blend in curry 

leaves and coriander, then add roasted cumin 
powder and salt. Mix well and refrigerate briefly 
before serving alongside a fasting-friendly meal.
Benefits 
Buttermilk contributes fluids, protein and 
calcium. Its cooling texture and savoury 
flavour make it a refreshing accompaniment 
during warm Navratri days, helping support 
hydration between dance sessions.

L ong hours at a desk, 
poor posture and a 
lack of physical activ-

ity can leave the back feel-
ing stiff and uncomfortable. 
Observed on October 16, 
World Spine Day reminds 
people to prioritise spinal 
health through regular move-
ment, gentle exercises and 
everyday habits that support 
flexibility and mobility.

Cat-Cow Stretch
Start on your hands and 

knees, with wrists below 
shoulders. Round your back 
and tuck your chin towards 
your chest. Then lower your 
abdomen and lift your chest. 
Move between both positions 
while breathing normally.

Pelvic Tilts
Lie on your back with knees 

bent and feet flat. Tighten 
your abdominal muscles and 
tilt your pelvis, bringing your 
lower back towards the floor. 
Hold briefly, relax and repeat.

Bird-Dog Exercise
Begin on your hands and 

knees. Extend your right arm 
forward and left leg back-
wards, keeping your back 
steady. Return to the starting 
position and switch sides. 

This engages core muscles 
and challenges balance.

Glute Bridge
Lie on your back with knees 

bent and feet flat. Tighten 
your abdomen, squeeze your 
buttocks and lift your hips. 
Pause briefly before lowering. 
This strengthens the glutes 
and supports trunk stability.

Knee-to-Chest Stretch
Lie on your back and bring 

one knee towards your chest, 
holding it comfortably. Keep 
the other knee bent if needed. 
Release after a few seconds 
and repeat on the opposite 
side.

Walking
Take a five-to-ten-minute 

walk to break up prolonged 
sitting. Relax your shoulders 
and gradually increase the 
duration. Daily movement 
supports overall fitness and 
helps reduce stiffness from 
sitting for long periods.

Perform each move-
ment gently and stop if pain 
increases. Seek medical 
advice for persistent discom-
fort or new leg weakness, 
numbness, or bladder or 
bowel changes.

Both back 
and side sleep-
ing can support 
spinal health, 
d e p e n d i n g 
on individual 
comfort and 
existing medi-
cal conditions. 
Spine surgeons 
r e c o m m e n d 
getting at least 
seven hours of 
sleep regularly. 
People with 

lumbar disc disease or spinal stenosis may find side sleeping more 
comfortable because it can create more space around the nerves. 
Those who prefer sleeping on their backs can place a pillow 
beneath their knees for added comfort. Avoid twisting your spine 
while changing positions; move your shoulders and hips together 
to keep your back aligned.
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WORLD SPINE DAY 

Your spine 
is strength 
- let it keep 

moving

HealthTips
HEALTHY INDIAN MEALS FOR RECOVERY

|  SELF – SILENCING | 

Hydration tips for energetic Garba nights
Central Chronicle News

Enjoy Garba nights 
safely with simple 
hydration tips to pre-
vent dehydration.

G arba nights bring 
hours of dancing. 
However, continu-

ous movement, sweating 
and fasting can increase 
the risk of dehydration. 
Staying hydrated helps 
regulate body temper-
ature, maintain energy 
and prevent fatigue, diz-
ziness, headaches and 
muscle cramps. Drink 
water before, during and 
after dancing instead 
of waiting until thirst 
sets in. Carry a water 

bottle and take regular 
sips during breaks. Peo-
ple dancing in crowded 
venues or warm condi-
tions should be careful 

about fluid loss. Along 
with water, coconut 
water, buttermilk and 
lemon water can con-
tribute to fluid intake. 

Water-rich fruits such 
as watermelon, oranges 
and cucumber also help 
replenish fluids. During 
prolonged dancing and 

heavy sweating, electro-
lyte replacement may be 
useful.

Those observing a 
fast should prioritise 
fluids during permit-
ted hours. Sip water 
between breaking the 
fast and bedtime rather 
than drinking large 
quantities at once. 
Include fruits, milk and 
coconut water in meals. 
Avoid excessive tea, cof-
fee, sugary beverages 
and very salty foods, 
which may increase 
thirst. 

Fluid requirements 
vary according to age, 
body size, activity lev-
els, weather and health 
conditions. Children, 
adolescents, men and 

Hydration in Every Refreshing Sip

Ingredients 
1 glass fresh coconut water, 5–6 mint leaves, 1 tsp 
lemon juice and a few ice cubes.
Instructions 
Lightly crush the mint leaves to release their 
aroma. Mix them with coconut water and lemon 
juice. Add ice cubes, stir gently and serve 
immediately for a refreshing festive drink.
Benefits 
Coconut water supplies fluids and electrolytes, 
including potassium, while lemon adds a citrusy 
flavour. This simple cooler helps replenish 
fluids lost through sweating during long Garba 
sessions.

Cucumber, Lemon and Mint Cooler

Ingredients 
Half a cucumber, 1 glass chilled water, 6 mint leaves, 
juice of half a lemon and a small pinch of salt.
Instructions 
Blend cucumber, mint leaves and water until 
smooth. Add lemon juice and salt, then stir 
thoroughly. Strain if desired and serve chilled, 
garnished with a thin cucumber slice and fresh mint.
Benefits 
Cucumber adds water, while lemon and mint 
enhance the flavour without requiring added 
sugar. 

Lemon, Honey and Ginger 
Refresher

Ingredients 
1 glass chilled water, juice of 
half a lemon, 1 tsp honey, a 
small piece of grated ginger 
and a pinch of salt.
Instructions 
Mix lemon juice, honey and 
grated ginger in water. Add 
a pinch of salt, stir thoroughly and allow the 
flavours to blend for a few minutes. 
Benefits 
Water supports hydration, while lemon and 
ginger add refreshing flavour. A little salt provides 
sodium, which may help replace some electrolytes 
lost during prolonged dancing and sweating.

A healthy spine needs regular 
movement, gentle exercise 

and mindful habits.
Move more to ease back stiffness.

Don’t let dehydration spoil Garba

women may have different 
needs. Drinking water before 
Garba can help prepare the 
body for fluid loss. Pale yellow 
urine generally indicates ade-
quate hydration.

Dark yellow urine, dry 
mouth, excessive thirst, head-
aches, tiredness and dizzi-
ness may signal dehydration. 
If someone feels unwell, help 
them stop dancing and move 
to a cool place. Offer water if 
they are alert and can swallow 
safely. Confusion, fainting or 
persistent symptoms require 
urgent medical attention.

Wear breathable clothing, 
take regular breaks and avoid 
pushing through discomfort. 
With hydration and adequate 
rest, you can enjoy Navratri 
celebrations while protecting 
your health.

Carrying a handbag, laptop bag 
or backpack on the same shoulder 
daily may affect posture and cause 
discomfort. Uneven weight makes 
the body compensate by raising one 
shoulder or tilting sideways, forcing 
spinal muscles to work unevenly. 
Over time, this may lead to muscle 
fatigue, neck and shoulder pain, 
and upper-back stiffness. Students, 
office-goers and people carrying 
heavy bags for extended periods 
may face greater risks. To prevent 
discomfort, alternate shoulders, 
reduce bag weight, maintain good 
posture and exercise regularly. This 
habit does not automatically cause 
serious spinal conditions, but bal-
anced carrying habits can help min-
imise strain.

BAG STRAIN ON SPINE

Can one shoulder bag strain your spine?

Wellness

HIGHLIGHT

z  From gentle 
stretches to walking, 
these movements 
support a healthier 
back.

Which sleeping position is 
better for your spine?



Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  Former 
India captain Sunil 
Gavaskar has said 
Hardik Pandya is irre-
placeable and advised 
the team management 
against searching for 
a like-for-like replace-
ment for the star all-
rounder. Instead, he 
urged India to iden-
tify players capable of 
performing different 
roles while maintain-

ing the bowling attack’s 
strength.

Speaking on Jio-
Star after the fifth T20I 
against the West Indies 
was abandoned due 
to rain in Bengaluru 
on Saturday, Gavaskar 
stressed that India 
should field at least four 
specialist bowlers. The 
remaining two bowl-
ing options could be 
all-rounders who also 
contribute with the bat.

Gavaskar cited young 

batter Naman Dhir as 
an example, praising 
his ability to bowl effec-
tively and deliver quick 
runs. Dhir scored an 

unbeaten 24 off just six 
balls in the rain-affected 
match, which ended 
after only 7.4 overs.

The former captain 
warned that prioritising 
batting depth until No. 
8 could weaken India’s 
bowling and cost the 
team matches. He also 
emphasised the need 
to identify preferred 
spin options and con-
sistently back them to 
build confidence in the 
shortest format.

Press Trust Of India

Matata clocked 58:52, 
breaking the previous 
course record by one 
second.

NEW DELHI:   Kenya’s 
Charles Matata pro-
duced a record-break-
ing performance to win 
the men’s elite race 
at the 2026 Vedanta 
Delhi Half Marathon on 
Sunday, while Ethio-
pia’s Wudinesh Alemu 
emerged victorious in 
the women’s category. 
Nearly 40,000 people 
took to the streets of the 
national capital for the 
21st edition of the presti-
gious event.

Matata completed the 
21.097-kilometre distance 
in 58 minutes and 52 
seconds, improving the 
previous course record 
of 58:53 set by Ethiopia’s 
Amedework Walelegn 
in 2020. The 29-year-old 
also registered a per-
sonal best, surpassing his 
previous mark of 59:15 
recorded at the Riga Half 
Marathon in May.

The achievement was 
particularly impressive 
given the challenging 
conditions, with humid-
ity around 90 per cent 
and temperatures hover-
ing near 21 degrees Cel-
sius. Matata finished sec-
ond in the 2023 edition 
in 1:00:05. His victory 
earned him USD 27,000, 
while the course record 
brought an additional 
USD 12,000.

Kenya swept the men’s 

podium, with Samwel 
Nyamai Mailu finishing 
second in 59:24 and Stan-
ley Waithaka Mburu tak-
ing third in 59:33. Mata-

ta’s twin brother, Alex, 
had won the previous 
edition in 59:50.

In the women’s elite 
race, Alemu crossed the 

finish line in 1:06:35. 
Kenya’s Selah Businei fin-
ished second in 1:07:01, 
followed by compa-
triot Cynthia Chelangat 

Chepkwony in 1:07:32.
Indian runners also 

delivered notable perfor-
mances. Shailesh Kush-
waha won the men’s 
Indian elite category in 
1:05:05, ahead of Gau-
rav Mathur (1:05:11) and 
Hemant Kumar (1:05:37). 
Ankita Dhyani claimed 
the women’s Indian 
elite title in 1:12:46, with 
Soniya (1:14:56) and 
Bhagirathi (1:15:51) com-
pleting the podium.

The World Athletics 
Gold Label race offered a 
total prize purse of USD 
275,732, with the inter-
national men’s and wom-
en’s champions each 
receiving USD 27,000.

The event pro-
ceeded along a revised 
route after organisers 
removed Rail Bhawan, 
Sansad Marg and Patel 
Chowk from the tra-
ditional course amid 
protests near the land-
marks. The races began 
at 5:18 am, with Union 
Minister Kiren Rijiju, 
Chief of Defence Staff 
General N S Raja Subra-
mani and World Athlet-
ics Vice President Adille 
Sumariwalla present. 
Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta flagged 
off the Great Delhi 
Run, while Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah partici-
pated in the half mara-
thon. Bahamas sprinter 
and two-time Olympic 
champion Shaunae 
Miller-Uibo served as 
international event 
ambassador.

Series result 
could have 
been different 
had we bowled 
better: Iyer

BENGALURU:   India captain 
Shreyas Iyer on Saturday said 
the result of the five-match 
T20I series against the West 
Indies could have been differ-
ent had they bowled better 
in two games they lost. The 
series ended at 2-2 after the 
fifth and final T20I was called 
off due to rain. “It could have 
been different considering 
we would have bowled bet-
ter in the second and fourth 
game. Credit where it is due, 
they batted well. The way 
(Shai) Hope batted through-
out the series.” Asked what 
he tells someone like Vaibhav 
Sooryavanshi, who warmed 
the bench during the series, 
Iyer said: “I just keep telling 
him you will get the oppor-
tunity, if you be consistent 
about your processes, you 
have to wait sometimes, we 
have got two fantastic open-
ers, that’s the conversation 
we have been having with 
Vaibhav.” 

| AVASKAR BACKS BOWLING STRENGTH |

Gavaskar calls Hardik Pandya irreplaceable, urges India to strengthen bowling

Press Trust Of India

Tilak Varma is 
embracing his low-
er-order role, deter-
mined to finish 
matches for India.

BENGALURU:  India 
vice-captain Tilak Varma 
has admitted that mov-
ing down the batting 
order from No. 3 to No. 
5 or 6 is challenging, but 
he remains confident 
about adapting to his new 
responsibilities in T20 
internationals.

The left-handed batter 
said he has been working 
consistently on improv-
ing his skills and expand-
ing his range of shots to 
meet the demands of fin-
ishing matches. Speaking 
after the fifth and final 
T20I against the West 
Indies was abandoned 
due to rain in Bengaluru 
on Saturday, Tilak reiter-

ated his commitment to 
the team’s requirements.

“It’s not that easy to 
change the numbers from 
3 to 5 and 6. It will be 
slightly challenging. But 
I have been working on 
that,” he said, adding that 
he enjoys finishing games 
for India.

Tilak acknowledged 
that Ishan Kishan’s 
impressive performances 
at No. 3, Shreyas Iyer’s 
presence at No. 4 and 
the management’s pref-
erence for Abhishek 
Sharma and Sanju Sam-
son at the top have neces-
sitated his move down 

the order.
The 23-year-old has 

delivered encouraging 
numbers in his new role. 
Across nine innings at 
No. 6, he averages 65.66 
at a strike rate of 195. 
Across 26 innings at No. 
5 and 6 combined, he 
averages 46 at a strike 
rate of 158.

Tilak said he is focus-
ing on developing the 
ability to attack different 
deliveries, particularly 
slower balls, during the 
limited opportunities 
available to finishers.

| T I L A K  E M B R A C E S  F I N I S H I N G |
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“Someone needs to put 
a shoulder around West 

Indies cricket financially, 
and strong performances 

against India can help 
attract sponsors.” 

Daren Sammy  
West Indies head coach. 
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YAMAL STEALS SPOTLIGHT

Yamal takes center stage as ruthless Barcelona 
crush Real Betis ahead of PSG clash

BARCELONA:  Lamine Yamal inspired 
Barcelona to a commanding 5-2 vic-
tory over Real Betis, extending their 
winning run ahead of Tuesday’s 
Champions League clash against 
Paris Saint-Germain. The 19-year-
old opened the scoring in the 10th 
minute with a stunning finish, beat-
ing Facundo Bernal before curling 
the ball inside the far post. He later 
assisted Gabriel Jesus for Barcelona’s 

third goal. The match turned contro-
versial when Yamal clashed with Ber-
nal off the ball. Bernal was sent off, 
while Yamal received a yellow card 
following the confrontation. Eric 
Garcia and Dani Olmo added further 
goals as Barcelona secured another 
impressive victory. Despite spirited 
resistance from Betis, the visitors 
maintained control to complete the 
five-goal performance. PTI

Tilak Varma embraces finisher’s role, 
ready to bat anywhere for India

Matata wins Delhi Half Marathon men’s 
race, Alemu takes women’s crown

Kenya’s Charles Matata set a new course record while Ethiopia’s Wudinesh Alemu claimed the women’s 
title as nearly 40,000 participants celebrated Delhi’s premier road-running event.

ATLANTA:  Lionel Messi delivered a brilliant 
performance, scoring twice and providing 
an assist as Inter Miami secured a 3-1 vic-
tory over Atlanta United in Major League 
Soccer on Saturday. The Argentine super-
star set up Germán Berterame’s opening 
goal just before half-time, combining with 
Luis Suárez to help the forward score his 
ninth goal in 26 MLS appearances. Messi 
then struck twice within four minutes after 
the restart, finding the net in the 56th and 

60th minutes to extend Miami’s advan-
tage. The goals took his league-leading 
tally to 25, while his 15th assist equalled 
Son Heung-min’s league-leading mark. 
Messi became the first player in MLS his-
tory to register at least 15 assists in three 
consecutive seasons. He now has 40 goal 
contributions, closing in on Carlos Vela’s 
single-season record of 49. Atlanta avoided 
a clean sheet when Fafà Picault converted 
a penalty in the 89th minute. PTI

MESSI INSPIRES MIAMI

Lionel Messi scores twice and assists as 
Inter Miami cruise past Atlanta United

PSG COMPLETES COMEBACK

DUBOIS DOMINATES WARDLEY

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain staged a late 
comeback to defeat Strasbourg, keeping 
their momentum going ahead of a crucial 
clash against Barcelona. Strasbourg took 
the lead in the 17th minute through United 
States midfielder Gio Reyna, whose low 
shot put the hosts under pressure. PSG 
coach Luis Enrique initially rested several 
key players, including Ousmane Dem-
bélé, Désiré Doué, Vitinha, Nuno Mendes 
and Achraf Hakimi, apparently with the 
upcoming European encounter in mind. 
The key players eventually entered the 
contest, but Dembélé missed a penalty 
in the 72nd minute. Ukraine defender 
Illya Zabarnyi equalised five minutes 
later, before Dembélé scored in the 85th 
minute to put PSG ahead. Doué sealed the 
victory with a stoppage-time goal. Mean-
while, Lille drew 1-1 with Brest, missing 
the opportunity to move top, while Lens 
secured a 3-1 victory over Troyes. PTI

LONDON:  Daniel Dubois retained his 
WBO heavyweight title after delivering 
a devastating second-round stoppage 
against Fabio Wardley in their highly 
anticipated rematch at London’s O2 
Arena on Saturday. Dubois dominated 
from the opening bell, knocking Ward-
ley down with an overhand right just 
17 seconds into the first round. The 
champion continued his relentless 
attack in the second, forcing referee 
Steve Gray to stop the contest with 
39 seconds remaining after Wardley’s 
trainer threw in the towel. The victory 
came five months after Dubois defeated 
Wardley in an 11th-round stoppage to 
become a two-time heavyweight cham-
pion. Dubois improved his professional 
record to 24 wins and three losses, with 
23 knockouts. “It was my time and it’s 
my era. I had bad intentions from the 
beginning,” Dubois said. Wardley suf-

PSG recovers to beat Strasbourg with 
late goals ahead of Barcelona showdown

Dubois retains WBO heavyweight title with 
brutal second-round stoppage victory

“Hardik Pandya is 
irreplaceable. If you 
can’t find somebody 
of his calibre, then 
go with somebody 

who will do a 
slightly different 

job.”  
Sunil Gavaskar 

Former India captain

HIGHLIGHT

z  Tilak averages 65.66 
at No. 6, striking at an 
impressive 195.

z The Indian vice-captain 
is strengthening his 
finishing skills through 
focused practice.

Men’s elite race winner Kenya’s Charles Matata, runner-up Samwel Nyamai Mailu and second runner-up Stanley 

Mburu at medal ceremony.  Photo: PTI



Central Chronicle News

Niki Prasad claims two 
wickets as Zimbabwe 
struggle to reach 102 
runs.

RAIPUR:   India produced 
a dominant all-round per-
formance to defeat Zim-
babwe by nine wickets in 
the second women’s T20 
International on Sunday, 
taking an unassailable 2-0 
lead in the three-match 
series at Raipur.

Openers Shafali Verma 
and captain Smriti Mand-
hana made light work of 
the modest 103-run target, 
guiding India to victory in 
just 8.5 overs.

Shafali struck an 
aggressive 55, while Mand-
hana remained unbeaten 
on 47, ensuring India com-
fortably secured the series 
after winning Friday’s 
opening encounter by four 
wickets.

The third and final 
match will be played at the 
same venue on Tuesday.

Earlier, Zimbabwe 
elected to bat but strug-
gled against India’s dis-
ciplined bowling attack, 
managing only 102 for 
eight from their allotted 
20 overs.

Pacer Nandani Sharma 
provided the early break-
through by dismissing 
opener Kelis Ndhiovu for 

an 11-ball duck.
Zimbabwe’s batting dif-

ficulties were evident dur-
ing the Power Play, when 
they managed just 20 runs 
while losing one wicket. 

Their only boundary dur-
ing the opening six overs 
came off the final delivery.

The situation wors-
ened when Beloved Biza 
departed shortly after the 

Power Play, leaving the 
visitors searching for sta-
bility.

Captain Josephine 
Nkomo and Chipo Tiri-
pano subsequently offered 

resistance, adding 45 runs 
for the fourth wicket.

Tiripano played confi-
dently despite receiving 
reprieves on 20 and 22. 
She struck 34 from 32 
deliveries, including two 
consecutive reverse-swept 
boundaries against left-
arm spinner Sree Charani.

Nkomo remained 
unbeaten on 27, provid-
ing Zimbabwe with some 
much-needed stability.

The partnership helped 
Zimbabwe collect 56 runs 
between overs seven and 
15, temporarily improving 
their scoring rate.

However, off-spinner 
Niki Prasad turned the 
momentum decisively 
towards India with an 
impressive spell.

She dismissed Tiripano, 
who edged a delivery into 
the gloves of wicketkeeper 
Richa Ghosh, before trap-
ping Nyasha Gwanzura 
leg-before-wicket.

Niki finished with out-
standing figures of two 
wickets for seven runs, 
emerging as India’s most 
successful bowler.

With Zimbabwe 
restricted to a modest 
total, India’s openers 
approached the chase con-
fidently.

Shafali’s attacking 
strokeplay and Mand-
hana’s composed batting 
ensured the hosts faced 
little difficulty.

 Press Trust Of India

Chacarra finished at 
21-under 267 follow-
ing a closing round of 
two-under 70.

NEW DELHI: Spanish 
golfer Eugenio Chacarra 
clinched the DP World 
India Championship title 
by two shots while Anir-
ban Lahiri finished as the 
best Indian at tied 23rd 
place here on Sunday.

Chacarra completed 
a marathon day at the 
Delhi Golf Club, playing 
25 holes after rain dis-
rupted the tournament 
schedule, to win his third 
DP World Tour title of the 
season and move to the 
top of the Race to Dubai 
rankings.

He finished at 21-under 
267 following a closing 
round of two-under 70.

New Zealand’s Daniel 
Hillier took the second 

spot at 19-under after 
mounting a late chal-
lenge that cut Chacarra’s 
lead from six shots to 
two. Chacarra held his 
nerve under pressure to 
seal his fourth DP World 
Tour title overall.

The victory also saw 
Chacarra overtake Amer-
ican Patrick Reed at the 
top of the season-long 
Race to Dubai standings, 
strengthening his bid 
for the season-ending 
crown.

The 26-year-old had 
started the final round 
with a five-shot advan-
tage after carding a sev-
en-under 63 when the 
third round was com-
pleted on Sunday morn-
ing.

He had moved to 
14-under during the 
unfinished third round 
on Saturday before the 
weather-related delays 
forced a reshuffle of the 

schedule.
Chacarra extended his 

lead to six shots early in 
the final round with bird-
ies at the first and third 
holes. However, a bogey 
at the sixth and a deter-
mined challenge from 
playing partner Angel 
Hidalgo kept the contest 
alive.

He made crucial par 
saves at the ninth and 
10th holes before picking 
up a birdie at the 11th to 
maintain control. Hillier 
then surged on the back 
nine, applying pressure 
with a strong finish that 
included a birdie at the 
18th.

With his advantage 
down to two shots, 
Chacarra produced a 
vital recovery at the 16th 
after finding trouble off 
the tee, saving par to 
deny Hillier a further 
opportunity to close the 
gap.
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Chacarra wins DP World 
India C’ship title, Lahiri 
best India at tied 23rd

Shafali, Mandhana set up 
India’s dominating win

Shafali Verma’s explosive half-century and Smriti Mandhana’s unbeaten knock powered India to a 
commanding nine-wicket victory over Zimbabwe, sealing the women’s T20I series in Raipur on Sunday.

Press Trust Of India

Mumbai reached 107 
for two in 36 overs at 
stumps

BILASPUR:  Mumbai closed 
in on a crucial first-innings 
lead against Himachal 
Pradesh after pacer Tushar 
Deshpande’s four-wicket 
haul helped bowl out the 
hosts for 140 on the open-
ing day of their Ranji Tro-
phy Group D match here 
on Sunday.

Mumbai reached 107 for 
two in 36 overs at stumps, 
needing just 33 more runs 
to take the lead with eight 
wickets in hand.

Deshpande returned 
figures of 4 for 46, exploit-
ing the early conditions 
to trouble the Himachal 
batters with disciplined, 

attacking bowling. His 
efforts saw the hosts bun-
dled out in 39.5 overs.

Mumbai’s openers 
failed to make much of an 
impact, with Divyaansh 
Saxena falling for nine 
and Angkrish Raghuvanshi 
scoring 20.

However, Musheer 
Khan (34 not out) and skip-
per Siddhesh Lad (32 not 
out) steadied the innings 

with a patient 75-run 
partnership for the third 
wicket, putting Mumbai 
within touching distance 
of the lead.

Deshpande struck with 
the first ball of the match, 
dismissing opener Shub-
ham Arora for a duck. He 
then trapped Nehal Wad-
hera lbw for eight in the 
third over as Himachal 
slumped to three for 22 
in the sixth over. Mohit 
Avasthi accounted for 
the other opener, Innesh 
Mahajan, who scored 11.

Himachal skipper Puk-
hraj Mann (35), wicket-
keeper Vaibhav Kalita (33) 
and Akash Vasisht (39) 
offered some resistance, 
but their contributions 
were not enough to lift 
the hosts to a competitive 
total. 

Deshpande’s four-for puts Mumbai 
on course for first-innings lead

| R A N J I  T R O P H Y  G R O U P  D | Haryana, 
Punjab, MP, 
UP enter 
semifinals
JHANSI:  Haryana, Pun-
jab, Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh reached 
the Division A semifinals 
of the 16th Hockey India 
Senior Men National 
Championship with con-
trasting wins here on 
Sunday. In the first quar-
terfinal, Hockey Hary-
ana drubbed Hockey 
Chandigarh 5-1. Manjeet 
gave Haryana the lead 
in the 20th minute, and 
Harpal scored twice 
(26’, 28’) to make it 3-0 
at half-time. Pankaj 
added a fourth in the 
51st minute. Captain 
Singh scored Chandi-
garh’s only goal in the 
59th minute, and Shub-
ham restored the four-
goal margin with a field 
goal in the final minute. 

|  I N D I A N  B O X E R S  S H I N E |

FASTFACTS 

z Aman Dev outclassed 
Hungary’s Laszlo Papai 
with a unanimous 5-0 
judges’ verdict.

z Mausam Suhag 
defeated Latvia’s 
Romans Iljins 
convincingly in men’s 
65kg boxing category.

Press Trust Of India

 Indian boxers Aman 
Dev and Mausam 
Suhag registered com-
manding victories in 
Montenegro.

NEW DELHI:   Indian 
boxers Aman Dev and 
Mausam Suhag delivered 
impressive performances 
to advance to the next 
round of the 2026 World 
Boxing U-19 Champion-
ships in Budva, Montene-
gro, on Sunday.

Competing in the 
men’s 50kg category, 
Aman displayed remark-
able confidence and tech-
nical superiority against 
Hungary’s Laszlo Papai. 
The Indian dominated 

all three rounds, com-
bining sharp punches 
with effective defensive 
movements to secure a 
comprehensive 5-0 unan-
imous decision.

Mausam maintained 
India’s winning momen-
tum in the men’s 65kg 
division, producing an 
equally convincing per-

formance against Latvia’s 
Romans Iljins.

The Indian boxer 
controlled proceedings 
throughout the contest, 
earning an identical 5-0 
verdict from the judges 
to progress further in the 
prestigious international 
competition.

Meanwhile, two more 

Indian boxers were 
scheduled to enter the 
ring later on Sunday.

Aditya was set to 
face Christian Paez of 
the United States in the 
men’s 55kg category, 
while Tridev was due to 
meet Poland’s Kajetan 
Bajzert in the men’s 85kg 
division.

Aman and Mausam storm into 
World Boxing next round

Jaskaran, Chandermohan enter 
bronze medal bouts at U23 Worlds

| U23 WORLD WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS |

Press Trust Of India

Jaskaran registered 
two technical supe-
riority wins before 
edging past American 
wrestler Bowen Wil-
liam Bassett 6-3 in the 
quarterfinals.

LAS VEGAS:  Jaskaran 
Singh and Chandermo-
han entered the bronze 
medal bouts in their 
respective weight cat-
egories, while Rohit 
and Shivan remained in 
contention through the 
repechage at the U23 
World Wrestling Champi-
onships in Las Vegas.

Competing in the 
65kg freestyle category, 
Jaskaran registered 
two technical superior-

ity wins before edging 
past American wrestler 
Bowen William Bassett 
6-3 in the quarterfinals.

However, he failed to 
make the final after los-
ing his semifinal bout 
by technical superiority 
to Japan’s Kaiji Ogino, 
leaving him to fight for a 
bronze medal.

Chandermohan also 
made it to the bronze 
medal bout in the 79kg 
category after an impres-
sive run to the semifinals.

He began with a 14-4 
win over Georgia’s Giorgi 
Gogritchiani before 
blanking Brazil’s Kydyn 
Luk Correa Lima 14-0. He 
then recorded another 
technical superiority vic-
tory, beating American 
Joseph Lee Sealey 11-0.

However, Chandermo-
han narrowly missed out 
on a place in the final, 
losing his semifinal 3-4 to 
Iran’s Mahdi Mohammad 
Yousefihajivar.

In the 57kg category, 
Rohit began his cam-
paign with a technical 
superiority win over 
Jamaica’s Irie Alexan-
der Jackson but suffered 
a 6-10 defeat to Turki-
ye’s Bekir Keser in the 
pre-quarterfinals.

He kept his medal 
hopes alive by pro-
gressing through the 
repechage and is sched-
uled to face Moldova’s 
Ion Bulgaru.

Shivam also remained 
in the medal race in the 
97kg category through 
the repechage route.

 Press Trust Of India

India has fielded a 
168-member athlete 
contingent for the fifth 
edition of the Games.
 
NAGOYA:  India is targeting 
the 100-medal mark at the 
Asian Para Games here, 
with para athletics head 
coach Satyanarayana 
expressing confidence in 
the contingent’s prepara-
tion and determination 
to deliver a strong perfor-
mance.

The Games officially 
begin on Sunday, though 
some events, including 
table tennis, got under-
way a few days earlier. 
India won a record 111 
medals at the 2023 Asian 
Para Games in Hang-
zhou.

India has fielded a 
168-member athlete con-

tingent for the fifth edi-
tion of the Games, sched-
uled from October 18 to 
24, compared to a con-
tingent of more than 300 

athletes at the previous 
edition.

Satyanarayana said 
the athletes were in good 
spirits and eager to turn 

their preparation into 
results.

“We are targeting 
around 100 medals for 
India, and we believe our 
athletes have the abil-
ity and determination to 
achieve this. Para athletics 
will be a crucial part of our 
medal campaign. We are 
expecting to win six med-
als in athletics tomorrow, 
including two to three gold 
medals,” he said.

“(Para high jumper) 
Nishad Kumar is also 
looking in good shape, 
and we are expecting 
him to deliver his per-
sonal best and poten-
tially break the Games 
record. These are impor-
tant opportunities for us 
to make a strong start 
to our campaign,” said 
Satyanarayana about 
Kumar, a two-time Para-
lympics siler medallist.

| ASIAN PARA GAMES | 

India will be targeting 100 medals: Satyanarayana
Four meet records 
bettered on final 
day of U23 Athletics 
Competition

JAIPUR:    Hammer throw-
ers took the spotlight as 
Nirbhay Choudhary of 
Delhi and Haqikat Gre-
wal from Punjab set new 
meet records on the con-
cluding day of the Indian 
Open U23 Athletics Com-
petition here Sunday. The 
three-day competition at 
the Sawai Mansingh Sta-
dium here also saw meet 
records erased in the 
men’s 400m hurdles and 
10,000m track race on the 
concluding day. Choud-
hary’s best throw on Sun-
day -- 66.32m -- was better 
than the meet record of 
64.75m in the name of 
Nitesh Poonia (Rajasthan) 
set in 2022. Mohammad 
Shahban (Uttar Pradesh), 
silver winner with 65.27m 
also bettered the previous 
meet record. 



Press Trust Of India

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
is aiming to land on the 
moon by 2035 as part of its 
efforts to expand the coun-
try’s space programme, 
Planning Minister Ahsan 
Iqbal said on Sunday. 

Addressing the con-
cluding ceremony of 
World Space Week in 
Narowal district in Pun-
jab province, Iqbal said 
cooperation with China 

would help Pakistan 
reach new heights in 
space exploration. Paki-
stan’s “first astronaut will 
embark on a space mis-
sion from China’s space 

centre on November 25, 
while the country aims to 
achieve a lunar landing by  
2035,” he said. 

The minister high-
lighted the growing impor-

tance of space technology 
in agriculture, commu-
nications, climate mon-
itoring, education and 
national security, stressing 
that scientific research and 
space exploration were 
essential for technologi-
cal advancement. World 
Space Week 2026 was cel-
ebrated for the first time in 
Narowal in collaboration 
with the Space and Upper 
Atmosphere Research 
Commission.
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Dhaka seeks 
explanation 
from Arabia 
DHAKA: Bangladesh on 
Sunday sought an explana-
tion from Saudi Arabia over 
the execution of two of its 
nationals, saying authorities 
in Dhaka and its mission in 
Riyadh were not informed 
about the legal proceedings 
beforehand. Foreign Min-
istry’s East and West Asia 
Division Secretary Moham-
mad Nazrul Islam sought 
detailed information about 
the executions during a 
meeting with Saudi Ambas-
sador Abdullah Zafer H bin 
Abiyah, officials said. 

Pakistan plans Lunar landing 
by 2035 : Minister Ahsan Iqbal

Press Trust Of India

MOSCOW: Ukrainian strikes 
set an oil export terminal 
and a depot ablaze in St 
Petersburg on Sunday as 
Kyiv launched more than 
1,000 drones at Russia 
in one of its largest aerial 
attacks of the war. 

The strikes came 
amid deepening tensions 
between Ukraine and Wash-
ington, with US President 
Donald Trump criticising 
Kyiv’s attacks on Russian 
oil infrastructure and the 
prospect of further US 
sanctions against Moscow 
still uncertain. One per-

son was killed, and five 
others were wounded in 
the St Petersburg attack, 
which sparked fires at the 
Petersburg Oil Terminal 
and the city’s Ruchi oil 
depot, local Gov. Alexan-
der Beglov said. A logis-

tics centre belonging to 
Russian retailer Ozon and 
a data centre operated 
by Russian tech giant VK 
were also targeted, the 
companies confirmed.

Russia’s Defence Min-
istry said Sunday that its 

forces had destroyed 1,015 
Ukrainian drones over 
15 Russian regions, the 
annexed Ukrainian pen-
insula of Crimea and the 
Black Sea. Kremlin spokes-
person Dmitry Peskov told 
Russian state news agency 

Tass that Kyiv was “resist-
ing” Moscow’s invasion 
but could not “change the 
current course of events.”

The strikes came after 
Trump told reporters that 
they did not know what 
his decision on further 
sanctions against Russia 
would be, despite sign-
ing an executive order 
Friday night waiving 
planned restrictions, cit-
ing US national interests. 
Speaking on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press” on Sunday, 
Zelenskyy said waiving 
sanctions against Russia 
would strengthen Putin’s 
war effort.

Russian oil facilities ablaze as  
Ukraine launches 1000 drones 

Ukrainian strikes set an oil export terminal and a depot ablaze in St Petersburg on 
Sunday as Kyiv launched more than 1,000 drones at Russia.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

LONDON: The Indian Navy and the 
Royal Navy of the United Kingdom con-
cluded their bilateral maritime exercise 
off Plymouth on October 15, strength-
ening cooperation and improving their 
ability to operate together during com-
plex maritime operations. The exer-
cise was conducted from October 8 
to 15 and involved the Indian Navy’s 
stealth frigate INS Trishul and the 
Royal Navy’s Duke-class anti-subma-
rine warfare frigate HMS Sutherland. 
The Royal Navy’s Fleet Operational 
Standards and Training organisation  
conducted the exercise.

The four-day sea phase, held from 
October 12 to 15, featured a series of 
advanced maritime activities designed 
to enhance coordination and oper-
ational readiness between the two 
navies. These included advanced sea-
manship manoeuvres, joint tactical 
exercises, communication procedures, 
anti-surface asymmetric warfare, anti-
submarine warfare and weapon firings. 

The participating warships carried out 
these activities in a multi-threat mar-
itime environment, providing both 
navies with an opportunity to test their 
operational capabilities and strengthen 
their coordination during challenging 
situations. The exercise also facilitated 
the exchange of professional knowl-
edge, operational experience and best 
practices between personnel of the two 
navies. Such joint training activities 
help improve mutual understanding 
and ensure that naval forces can work 
effectively together when required.

MARITIME EXERCISE
Royal Navy of UK concludes bilateral  
maritime exercise with Indian Navy  

FASTFACTS

zAcording to Ukraine 
officials this was one of 
its largest aerial attacks 
of the war till date .

zThe strikes came amid 
deepening tensions 
between Ukraine and 
USA.

FASTFACTS

z Pakistan is aiming 
to land on the Moon 
by 2035 under space 
programme, said 
Planning Minister Ahsan 
Iqbal. 

“Russian forces have destroyed 
1,015 Ukrainian drones over 15 

Russian regions in major attack.” 
Vladimir Putin             

President of Russia    

TORONTO: Canada’s 
defence minister said 
Saturday that people 
were killed and injured 
in an incident at a mil-
itary base in Alberta 
that caused a major fire, 
while reports said that 
large numbers of injured 
people were being trans-
ported to hospitals. 

Fire crews scram-
bled late into the night 
as fierce winds whipped 

flames beyond Cana-
dian Forces Base Wain-
wright and into the  
surrounding rural area. 

It was not immedi-
ately clear how many 

people were killed or 
injured, but a doctor 
at a hospital in the city 
of Edmonton, 180 km 
northwest, told Cana-
da’s national broadcaster 
that patients were being 
brought to hospitals 
across the city as health-
care facilities around 
the base became “com-
pletely overwhelmed” 
by the number of  
people needing care. 

Major fire breaks out in Alberta after 
deadly incident at Canadian military base
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