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PM Modi conferred with
Uzbekistan’s top honour

He dedicated the honour to the “enduring” bond between India and Uzbekistan.

Press Trust Of India

TASHKENT: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi was
on Sunday conferred
with Uzbekistan’s highest
honour for foreign lead-
ers ‘Oliy Darajali Do’stlik’
Order, which he dedi-
cated to the “enduring”
bond between India and
Uzbekistan.

Modi is in Uzbeki-
stan on a two-day visit
to bolster ties in a range
of areas including trade,
clean energy and connec-
tivity.

The prime minister
was conferred with the
honour by Uzbek Presi-

PM Modi receives Uzbekistan’s highest state honour from Uzbekistan

-

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. | Photo PTI

dent Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

“Honoured to receive
the ‘Oliy Darajali Do’st-
lik® Order. I dedicate
this to the enduring
bond between India and
Uzbekistan,” Modi said in

a social media post.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs said on X that
the prime minister was
conferred the honour
for his “contribution in
strengthening the friend-

e

Award brings
him pride.

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

ship between the two
countries”.

“PM dedicated the
accolade to the 1.4 billion
people of India and high-
lighted that it is a symbol
of the enduring friend-
ship between the two civ-
ilisations,” it said.

In his remarks, Modi
said receiving the award
was a matter of great
pride for him.

He said the people of

India are very familiar
with the word used for
the award - ‘Dostlik’.

“There is hardly a
family in India where
the word ‘Dostlik’ is not
spoken a hundred times
a day. Today, you have
truly brought out the
essence of it. ‘Dostlik’
means friendship. The
word itself beautifully
expresses the sentiment
at the heart of the rela-
tionship between India
and Uzbekistan,” he said.

Modi said receiving
the award was not his
personal honour but an
honour for 1.4 billion
Indians.

Keralam man drowns
in swollen culvert

Press Trust Of India

AMBIKAPUR: A 23-year-
old man from Keralam
drowned after being
swept away while cross-
ing a swollen culvert on
a motorcycle in Surguja
district, police said on
Sunday.

His 22-year-old woman
friend, who was riding
pillion, also fell into a
river, on which the river
during the incident on
Saturday, but locals res-
cued her, they said.

The duo, hailing
from Keralam, arrived
in Ambikapur, the head-
quarters of Surguja dis-
trict, on Friday. They
went to Mainpat on a
motorcycle on Saturday,
Kamleshwarpur  police
station house officer
Manoj Prajapati said.

While crossing the
Ghunghanta culvert, the

motorcycle’s wheel sud-
denly slipped, causing
both of them to fall into
the river amid a strong
current, he said.

Local residents man-
aged to rescue the
woman, while the man,
identified as Yedu Krish-
nan, was swept away by
the strong current, he
said.

The police and State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) teams subse-
quently launched a
search operation. The
SDREF recovered the body
at around 10.30 am on
Sunday at a spot around
one kilometre down-
stream from where he
was swept away, the offi-
cial said.

The woman was taken
to a hospital, where her
condition was stated to
be normal, as per offi-
cials.

Quver 2.63 L appear

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The
NEET-PG 2026 was suc-
cessfully conducted for
more than 2.63 lakh
candidates across the
country on Sunday, but
the examination could
not be completed at
two centres in Rajas-
than’s Jaipur due to an
internal power failure,
officials said.

The National Board
of Examinations in
Medical Sciences
(NBEMS) has scheduled
a re-examination for
the affected candidates
in Jaipur at 3 pm on
September 5, according

BB S W

to a notice issued by
it. The NBEMS has also
called an immediate
meeting to decide the
course of action against
the technological part-
ner and agency respon-
sible for ensuring ade-
quate infrastructure at
the examination cent-
res, officials said. At the
two iON Digital Zone
centres in Sitapura, Jai-
pur, the examination

in NEET-PG

Re-lest in two
centres

Exam could not be com-
pleted at two centres in
Rajasthan’s Jaipur due to
an internal power failure.
NBEMS has scheduled a
re-examination for the
affected candidates in
Jaipur at 3 pm on Sep-
tember 5

could not be completed
for 2,445 candidates
due to internal power-
supply issues attrib-
utable to TCS Ltd, the
technological partner
and the examination-
conducting agency, the
health ministry said.

Make India drug-

Press Trust Of India

Collective resolve for
youth’s future.

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Sunday appealed to cit-
izens to unite against
drug abuse and build a
stronger future for the
youth, noting that addic-
tion engulfs not just an
individual but impacts
the entire society.

In his monthly radio
address ‘Mann Ki Baat’,
he noted that the ‘Drug-
Free Youth for a Devel-
oped India’ campaign is
rapidly gaining momen-

tum across the coun-

try and stressed that its
objective is clear: ‘Drug-
free youth, drug-free
India’.

The prime minister
said he was happy that
this campaign has not
remained merely a for-
mality as many people,
especially the youth, are
becoming a part of it in
large numbers.

‘MANN KI BAAT’ |

free: PM appeals

“After all, this is our
collective resolve for the
health, happiness, and
bright future of India’s
youth. Let us all play
our part in this noble
mission to keep India’s
youth away from drugs
and free from addiction,”
he said.

Modi said drug addic-
tion does not just engulf
a single individual as the
entire family and society
have to bear the conse-
quences.

“I would like to com-
mend those who raise
awareness against drugs
and step forward to help
individuals  struggling

lo citizens

with addiction,” he said.

The Drug-Free India
through the ‘Nasha
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan’
(NMBA) is a flagship
initiative of the govern-
ment. The campaign
seeks to prevent sub-
stance abuse through
awareness  generation,
community  participa-
tion, treatment, reha-
bilitation, aftercare and
social reintegration.

The prime minister
also highlighted the PM
SVANidhi Yojana welfare
scheme for street ven-
dors, noting that lakhs
of women are gaining
strength from it.

Winged Grace
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Painted storks stand in a waterbody, at the Alipore Zoological Garden in Kolkata, West Bengal, Sunday.
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Press Trust Of India

Bhagwat gave a clar-
ion call to embrace
diversity and support

communities.
NEW YORK: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) chief Mohan Bhag-
wat said that unity in
diversity is in Bharat’s
DNA, underscoring that

‘Unity in diversity is in Bharat’s
DNA. must be celebrated’

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat.

it has to be “celebrated,
respected and accepted.”
Addressing over 6,000

members of the Indi-
an-American community
and interfaith leaders at
a mega rally at Infosys
Theatre in the iconic city
Madison Square Garden
on Saturday, Bhagwat
gave a clarion call to
embrace diversity and
support communities.
“When we say Amer-
ica, United States of
America, one word is

often  discussed fre-
quently, that is plural-
ism. And when we say
Bharat, another phrase is
discussed: unity in diver-
sity,” he said, drawing
applause from the attend-
ees at the ‘Universal One-
ness Celebration’” orga-
nised by the American
Hindus For Engagement
and Dialogue (AHEAD)
forum.

| MAJOR SUCCESS |

Press Trust Of India

Drugs worth Rs 3,253

GUWAHATI: More than
26,500 people have been
arrested and drugs worth
Rs 3,253 crore seized
across Assam since 2021,
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Sun-
day.

He said huge quan-
tities of mnarcotic sub-
stances originate in Myan-
mar, and enter Assam
through various routes in
Mizoram and Manipur for
further distribution in the

rest of India.
“Since 2021, with a sin-
gle-minded focus on our

mission  #AssamAgain-
stDrugs, our police and
allied agencies have

26,500

® Over 26,500
offenders arrested
since the campaign
began.

waged a relentless, daily
battle against the narcot-
ics trade. The numbers
tell their own story -- nar-
cotics worth more than
Rs 3,253 crore seized, and
over 26,500 offenders

crore seized in Assam

arrested since the cam-
paign began,” Sarma said
in a social media post.

He said the number of
arrests has climbed stead-
ily each year from 4,175
in 2021 to 4,901 in 2025,
asserting this was not a
one-time drive but a “sus-
tained and institutiona-
lised war” on drugs.

In 2021, Sarma became
the chief minister for the
first time after the BJP
came to power in Assam
for the second consecu-
tive term.

‘Do you feel you are a

Press Trust Of India

FDA forced to reverse
actions following HC .

MUMBAI: The Bombay
High Court on Satur-
day dealt a double blow
to the Tukaram Mund-
he-led Maharashtra Food
and Drugs Administra-
tion (FDA), forcing the
regulator to backtrack
on two major enforce-
ment actions after being
admonished for acting
against the “principles of
natural justice” and tak-

ing a “pedantic instead of
pragmatic view.”

Pulling up the FDA for
showing “undue haste”
in passing orders without
analysing the law in con-

Lord?’;: HC

nection with eateries on
the Mumbai Cricket Asso-
ciation premises, the high
court asked: “Do you feel
you are a Lord and you
can do anything?”

NEWSLINE
NEW DELHI

Uranium deal

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi confirmed on
Sunday that India and
Uzbekistan would estab-
lish a long-term uranium
supply arrangement.
India secured what could
turn out to be one of its
most important nuclear
energy wins in years.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi confirmed on Sun-
day that India and Uzbeki-
stan would establish a
long-term uranium sup-
ply arrangement, a move
expected to help keep
India’s nuclear power
plans on track for the long
haul. The announcement
came after PM Modi met
Uzbek President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev.

NEW DELHI
One official time

The government has
notified the Legal Metrol-
ogy (Indian Standard
Time) Rules, 2026, man-
dating Indian Standard
Time (IST) as the single
reference for legal, admin-
istrative, commercial and
other official purposes
across the country.

The nodal consumer
affairs ministry notified
the rules on August 27
but they will come into
force 180 days after their
publication in the official
gazette, giving govern-
ment departments, busi-
nesses, and institutions
time to align their sys-
tems. The move comes
amid growing reliance
on digital and technolo-
gy-based systems -- from
banking and payments
to telecommunications,
railways, power grids and
computer networks -
that depend on accurate
and synchronised time
stamps.

NEW DELHI
Close shave

At least 391 passengers
and 40 train crew were
evacuated to Kalka after a
hill slip scuppered opera-
tions at the Kalka-Shimla
route, leaving part of
a connecting bridge
exposed, Northern Rail-
way said on Sunday.

The slippage, caused
by incessant rain, under-
mined a section of the
track between Koti and
Ghumman stations Satur-
day night.

“Following a hill slip
on Saturday at Bridge
No. 57 between the Koti
and Ghumman stations
on the Shimla-Kalka
UNESCO World Heritage
section, Northern Rail-
way officials executed
a prompt and seamless
rescue operation, ensur-
ing zero inconvenience
to travelers,” a Railways
press note said.

Four incoming trains
were short-terminated in
the wake of the accident.

More than 400 passen-
gers and train crew were
picked up in five buses,
and two Tempo Trav-
ellers from Solan, Koti,
and Dharampur, Rail-
ways said.
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The news of more than 288
Indian citizens going missing

following the devastating
floods in Nepal is deeply
. .‘,' concerning and distressing.

F Rajesh Agrawal
' Tourism Minister Ch'garh

CM calls for collective efforts for ‘Nasha
Mukt Yuva, Viksit Bharat’ Campaign

CM listens to 137th episode of Mann Ki Baat at Niranjan Dharamshala on Sunday.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on Sun-
day said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann
Ki Baat’ has emerged as
a platform that brings
grassroots innovations,
inspiring initiatives and
people working for soci-
ety and the nation to the
national spotlight.
Speaking after listen-
ing to the 137th episode
of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ at
Niranjan  Dharamshala
in Raipur, Sai said the
programme has become
a means of direct com-
munication between the
Prime Minister and citi-
zens across the country.
He said many people
in remote villages and

smaller regions work for
society and the nation
without seeking public-
ity. Their efforts in areas
such as environmental

protection, sanitation
and local innovation
receive wider recogni-
tion through the pro-
gramme, encouraging
others to take up similar
initiatives.

HIGHLIGHT

® CM Sai said that
‘Mann Ki Baat’ gives
national recognition to
grassroots innovations.

Chief Minister also
highlighted the Prime
Minister’s message on
the ‘Nasha Mukt Yuva,

Viksit Bharat” (Drug-
Free Youth, Developed
India) campaign, saying
keeping young people
away from addiction is
a collective responsi-
bility of families, soci-
ety and the nation.
He wurged people in
Chhattisgarh to actively
participate in efforts
towards de-addiction

and encourage young
people to lead healthy
and positive lives. Sai
said the response to the
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-
paign reflected people’s
respect and pride for the
national flag. More than
8 crore people uploaded
selfies with the Tricolour
as part of the campaign,
he said.

He also noted the
role of the PM SVANidhi
scheme in supporting
women engaged in street
vending and small busi-
nesses. Women account
for around 46 per cent of
the scheme’s beneficia-
ries, with nearly 35 lakh
women across the coun-
try using the scheme to
expand their small busi-
nesses, he said.

Roadshow for auction of Critical
and Strategic Minerals today

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: As a significant
initiative  towards the
development of the min-
eral sector, investment,
and effective exploitation
of critical mineral
resources in Chhattisgarh,
a roadshow regarding the
8th tranche of auctions
for critical and strategic
mineral blocks—orga-
nized by the Union Minis-
try of Mines—will be held
tomorrow, August 31, at
the Mayfair Lake Resort
in Naya Raipur. Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai will
attend the event as the
chief guest. The roadshow
will be attended by Union

Minister of State for Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs Tok-
han Sahu, Union Minister
of State for Coal and Mines
Satish Chandra Dubey,
CMDC Chairman Saurabh
Singh, the Chief Secretary
of Chhattisgarh, senior offi-
cials from the Ministry of
Mines, other central and
state government officials,
mining sector experts, and
industry representatives.
The Government of
India has placed 20 min-
eral blocks up for auction
under the 8th tranche of
critical and strategic min-
erals. These include 3
mining lease blocks and 17
composite license blocks.
The minerals found in

these blocks include graph-
ite, rare earth elements,
rare metals, vanadium, gal-
lium, titanium, molybde-
num, tungsten, and other
important minerals. These
minerals are crucial for the
country’s energy security,
modern technology, indus-
trial development, and
strategic requirements.

According to the sched-
uled program, the event
will commence at 10:30
AM with registration and
tea. At 12:00 PM, follow-
ing the arrival of the chief
guest and the ceremo-
nial lighting of the lamp,
‘Vande Mataram’ and
the National Anthem will
be played.

Five accused nabbed in
assault, robbery case

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Police took swift
action and arrested five
accused in a case involving
the interception, assault,
verbal abuse, death
threats, vehicle vandalism,
and robbery of a mobile
phone and cash from a
passerby in the Gobra
Nawapara police station
area. Four juveniles in con-
flict with the law involved
in the incident are also
being produced before the
Juvenile Justice Board in
accordance with the rules.
According to the police,
Rohit Kumar Yadav (40), a
resident of village Chilhati
in Bilaspur district, lodged

a report at the Gobra
Nawapara police station
on August 30. He stated
that on the night of August
29, he was travelling
towards Dhamtari in his
‘Toofan’ vehicle (Registra-
tion No. CG 04 QR 4710).
Around 1 AM, near village
Kurra, some individu-
als blocked his path. The
accused verbally abused
him, assaulted him using
knives, sticks, and fists,
and threatened to kill him.
Based on the investigation
and available evidence, the
police arrested Sagar Sahu
(22), Chandan Yadav (19),
Tikam Sahu (19), Mukesh
Nagrachi (19), and Ghan-
shyam Nishad (19).

Court sentences
accused in rape case
to life imprisonment

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A court has deliv-
ered its verdict in a case
where the teacher-wife
of a Rural Agricultural
Development Officer was
held hostage at knifepoint
and raped in the capital,
Raipur. Nearly five years
after the incident, the
court of Additional Ses-
sions Judge (Fast Track)
Vinay Kumar Pradhan
convicted the accused,
Balkrishna Jangde, and
sentenced him to life
imprisonment. The court
also imposed a fine of Rs
1.25 lakh on the accused.
Meanwhile, the court
acquitted the accused’s
wife, Anjana Jangde, due
to a lack of sufficient evi-
dence against her.

According to reports,
this incident of brutal-
ity against the female

teacher occurred on
March 15, 2021.

The accused, Balkr-
ishna Jangde, and his
wife, Anjana Jangde, were
originally from Bemetara
and resided in the Pirda
Housing Board Colony in
Raipur. At the time of the
incident, the victim was
alone at home with her
two children; her hus-
band had left for work at
10:00 AM.

| ONAM FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS |

Onam celebration highlights spirit

of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’: Anuj

Central Chronicle News

Onam celebration
was organised by
the Mowa-Saddu
Malayalees on
Sunday at the Club
House.

RAIPUR: The Onam fes-
tival reflects the Indian
tradition of ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ (the world
is one family), bringing
people of different reli-
gions and communities
together and strength-
ening the spirit of unity,
said Anuj Sharma, MLA,
Dharsiwa.

Sharma was speaking
as the chief guest at the
maiden Onam celebra-
tion organised by the
Mowa-Saddu Malayalees

.

on Sunday at the Club
House, Sapphire Green,
Baraunda. The celebra-
tion featured traditional,
cultural and recreational
activities, with members
participating enthusiasti-
cally in traditional attire.

Highlighting the cul-
tural  significance  of
Onam, Sharma said such
celebrations of commu-
nity harmony should be
followed across society.
He also shared that he
had been invited to speak
at IIT Madras. Recalling
the musical traditions
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® During the
programme, Sharma
felicitated senior
citizens, including U.K.
Nair, Shanta Nair, Salini
Venugopal, Laxmi
Gopal Krishnan and
others.

of earlier decades, he
said the 1970s and 1980s
were associated with rap
music, while India had
long had bhajans with a
similar narrative style.

| GURU VANDAN UTSAV AUDITIONS |

Central Chronicle News

Unprecedented lurnoul of

RAIPUR: Raipur witnessed
an overwhelming display
of talent and enthusiasm
on the opening day of
the singing and dancing
auditions for the Tiranga
Shakti Fest 2026, known
as the Guru Vandan Utsav.
Held under the joint aus-
pices of the Raipur District
Administration,  Raipur
Municipal  Corporation,
Kala Kendra Raipur, and
the School Education

TERS

the event
takes place following
directions from Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai and
guidance from Raipur Dis-
trict Collector Dr. Gaurav

Department,
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Kumar Singh. Designed
to celebrate the eve of
Teachers Day, the special
auditions saw active par-
ticipation from teachers,
parents, and students

alike. Despite continuous
rainfall, the spirit of the
participants remained
exceptionally high as large
numbers gathered at the
venue to showcase their
artistic  abilities. More
than ninety-four presen-
tations took place on the
first day alone, featuring
a diverse range of per-
formances based on Bol-
lywood, patriotic, and
devotional themes. The
confidence, creativity, and
stage presence of the con-

singers mark opening day

testants deeply impressed

the judging panel.
The esteemed jury
panel featured notable

figures from the cultural
landscape of Chhattis-
garh. Padmashri Chhayad-
har Bharti, a renowned
Kabir and Sufi singer,
evaluated the vocal per-
formances while offering
valuable insights into mel-
ody, rhythm, and vocal
nuances, even providing
spot training to aspiring
singers.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

COURTESY VISIT

AIIMS Executive Director Lt. Gen. Ashok Jindal
calls on Governor Ramen Deka

Shri

General
Ashok Jindal, Executive Director of the
All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), Raipur, paid a courtesy visit
to Governor Ramen Deka at Lok Bha-
van today. He invited the Governor to

RAIPUR: Lieutenant

K

the institute’s third convocation cer-
emony, scheduled for September 2,
2026.

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan
will be the chief guest at the convoca-
tion ceremony.

‘EK PED MAA KE NAAM’ CAMPAIGN

5,000 saplings planted at Ashoka
Palm Meadows property fest

RAIPUR: As part of the ongoing prop-
erty fest at Aarti Group’s Ashoka
Palm Meadows in Dunda, a massive
tree plantation drive was organized
on Sunday under the ‘Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam’ (A Tree in Mother’s Name)
campaign—a special initiative dedi-
cated to environmental conservation.
A large number of public representa-
tives, prominent citizens, residents of
Ashoka Palm Meadows, and visitors to
the property fest participated in the
event with great enthusiasm.

A Pledge for Greenery with 5,000
Saplings - A total of 5,000 saplings
were planted under the ‘Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam’ campaign. Dignitaries who
participated in the plantation drive
included Minister for Tourism, Cul-
ture, and Religious Trusts Rajesh
Agrawal; MLAs Rajesh Munat, Sunil
Soni, Motilal Sahu, Anuj Sharma;
Mayor Meenal Chaubey; Chairman
Suryakant Rathore; and Nande Sahu,
Nandan Jain, Ramesh Thakur, Dr.

!

ko

Salim Raj, Uma Shankar Vyas, Gau-
rishankar Agrawal, Amar Parwani,
Subhash Rao, Ashok Pandey, Shanti-
lal Bardia, Sanjay Jain, Rajiv Agrawal,
Manish Mandal, and Chhagan Mundra.
Additionally, residents of Ashoka Palm
Meadows and families visiting the
property fest planted saplings in their
mothers’ names, conveying a message
of environmental conservation. The
campaign aimed to emotionally con-
nect people with nature through tree
plantation and to create a green, clean
environment for future generations.

‘DAHI HANDI FESTIVAL
Dahi Handi festival to make history in Raipur,

Rs 15 lakh prize up for grabs

RAIPUR: Preparations are underway for
a historic Dahi Handi festival in Raipur,
the capital of Chhattisgarh. The event
is scheduled for September 5, 2026, in
the Gudiyari area. It is being organized
jointly by the Sarvajanik Dahi Handi
Utsav Samiti (Public Dahi Handi Festi-
val Committee) and the Shri Hanuman
Mandir Trust. The program will take
place at Awadhpuri Maidan on Srinagar
Road, starting at 3:00 PM.

‘Govinda’ troupes (teams that form
human pyramids) from not only Chhat-
tisgarh but also states like Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Odisha
will participate in the festival. The win-
ning team will be awarded a cash prize
of 15 lakh. Consolation prizes will
also be awarded to other participating
troupes by the committee. Pushpendra
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Upadhyay, Hemendra Sahu, Dinanath
Sharma, Ghanshyam Pareek, Azad Gur-
jar, Ramesh Bansal, Shankar Barwa,
Prakash Maheshwari, Purushottam
Dewangan, Sanjay Agrawal, Ghanshyam
Sharma, Shravan Sharma, Deepak Ram,
and Bhagat Agrawal were present at
the press conference. Committee Con-
vener Basant Agrawal and Co-convener
Hemendra Sahu shared details about the
preparations, stating that approximately
26 Govinda troupes—including women’s
teams—from various regions such as Rai-
pur, Durg, and Rajnandgaon have regis-
tered so far.
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CRACKDOWN ON DRUNK DRIVING
Police nab 62 drivers in drunk-in-driving case in

intensive campaign against drunk driving

RAIPUR: To reduce road accidents and
ensure public safety, the Raipur Traf-
fic Police Commissionerate is conduct-
ing a continuous, intensive campaign
against drunk driving. As part of this
initiative, on the night of August 30,
2026, a special inspection drive was
carried out under the leadership of
Additional Dy Commissioner of Police
(DCP) (Traffic) Ram Kumar Barman
and in the presence of all Assistant
Commissioners of Police (ACP) (Traf-
fic). Teams comprising inspector-level
officers and traffic personnel were
deployed at nine major intersections
and sensitive locations across the city.

During checks using modern breath
analyzers, a total of 51 drivers—includ-
ing those of 44 cars, 4 Tata Ace pick-
ups, 2 trucks/tankers, and 1 bus—were
found driving under the influence of
alcohol. Immediate legal action was
taken against all of them under the
provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act.
So far in 2026, the traffic police have
taken action in a total of 3,957 drunk

driving cases. Driving under the influ-
ence impairs a driver’s decision-mak-
ing ability, reaction time, and vehicle
control, thereby increasing the risk
of road accidents. In view of this, the
traffic police are taking consistent and
effective action under a zero-tolerance
policy.

DCP (Traffic) Dr. Archana Jha has
appealed to citizens not to drive after
consuming alcohol or any other intox-
icant. If necessary, one should use a
taxi, public transport, or seek assis-
tance from a family member. Refrain-
ing from drunk driving is a responsi-
bility towards the safety of one’s own
life as well as the lives of other road
users.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Bilaspur, Monday, August 31, 2026 03
Raipur News
3 : Consultation - - NEWSLINE
Empowering women bullds Seovee  Yotins begins forYouth
on Sept 1 Congress Elections; v o
a prosperous state, says CM ... ... .. 35.000votes cast hosts Miero
Chhattisgarh state gov- y
Chief Minister honored women who made exceptional contributions f;%ﬁf;‘frslt thr:‘){’]iifi;‘i Gravily

in various fields at the Nari Shakti Samman Ceremony.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai stated that
the true foundation of a
prosperous and progres-
sive Chhattisgarh rests
firmly on the respect,
security, and economic
self-reliance of its women.
Speaking as the chief guest
at the Nari Shakti Sam-
man Ceremony held at
the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Auditorium in Raipur, the
Chief Minister emphasized
that integrating women
with equal rights, modern
opportunities, and finan-
cial independence remains
the topmost priority of the
state government.

During the grand event
organized by the Chhat-
tisgarh State Commission
for Women, Chief Minis-
ter Sai felicitated numer-
ous remarkable women
who have made excep-
tional contributions across
diverse domains, includ-
ing medicine, education,
sports, cybersecurity, jour-
nalism, arts and culture,
agriculture, entrepreneur-
ship, and social service. He
noted that these achievers
serve as an inspiring bea-
con for thousands of young
daughters across the state
who aspire to turn their
dreams into reality.

The Chief Minister
highlighted that the state
administration is taking
comprehensive strides

FASTFACTS

® More than 1.385
million women in the
state have become
Lakhpati Didis, and 481
Mahtari Sadans are
under construction.

toward holistic female
empowerment,  particu-
larly through the obser-
vance of the year 2026 as
the Mahtari Gaurav Varsh.

Underlining major
welfare milestones, he
shared that over 6.8 mil-
lion women are receiving
steady monthly financial
assistance through the
Mahtari Vandan Scheme,
which has successfully
strengthened their self-es-
teem and decision-making
capabilities at the house-
hold level. Furthermore,
over 1.38 million women
have achieved financial
independence by becom-
ing Lakhpati Didis through

Driving long-term security through
female property ownership

The Chief Minister also drew attention to the
broader socio-economic impact of encouraging
female-led property ownership. By offering struc-
tured incentives and concessions on property
registrations made in the names of women, the
state government is actively strengthening their
legal foundation and long-term financial security
within their families and communities.

active engagement in self-
help groups, venturing
into traditional trades as
well as advanced techni-
cal fields like drone oper-
ations.

To bolster infrastruc-
ture and security for
women and girls, the gov-
ernment is constructing
481 Mahtari Sadans across
various regions to provide

dedicated community
spaces for female self-help
groups.

Additionally, under the
Meri Beti, Mera Abhiman

initiative, approvals have
been granted for con-
structing 6,671 dedicated
school sanitation facilities
to ensure a comfortable
educational environment
for female students. The
Chief Minister also con-
gratulated the newly
appointed Chairperson of
the State Commission for
Women, Dr. Mamta Sahu,
urging the commission to
proactively reach out to
remote and rural areas to
increase legal awareness
and deliver swift justice.

Civil Code (UCC) and the
subsequent formation of
a state-level committee,
the Muslim community
in Raipur has called a
one-day consultation
meeting on Tuesday,
September 1, to formu-
late and submit its rec-
ommendations.

The announcement
was made by Dr. Salim
Raj, Chairman of the
Chhattisgarh State Waqf
Board. The meeting
will take place at the
Guru Ghasidas Audito-
rium, located opposite
the Waqf Board office
at Collectorate Chowk,
Raipur. Announcements
regarding the gathering
were previously com-
municated across local
mosques during Friday
prayers to ensure broad
community participa-
tion. Community mem-
bers and intellectuals
have been requested
to submit their views
in  writing—in  dupli-
cate—addressed to the
Chairman of the Uniform
Civil Code Committee,
Chhattisgarh.

City Qazi Dr. Moham-
mad Imran Ashrafi will
attend as the chief guest,
while senior advocate
Faisal Rizvi will preside
over the proceedings.
The collected recommen-
dations and feedback will
be formally presented
to the members of the
state’s UCC Committee at
4:00 PM on the same day.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Online voting for
the organizational elec-
tions of the Chhattisgarh
Pradesh Youth Congress
commenced on Sunday.
On the first day, approxi-
mately 35,000 votes had
already been recorded.

The voting  win-
dow is scheduled to
remain open until Sep-
tember 29, with final
results expected to be
announced by Novem-
ber following scrutiny
and vote counting.
The entire electoral pro-
cess is being conducted
digitally.

Individuals between
18 and 35 years of age
become eligible to vote

immediately upon
acquiring organizational
membership, allowing

the membership drive
and election voting to
run concurrently.

Under the election
framework, each eligible
voter can cast six sepa-
rate votes across various
tiers of the organization,
ranging from block pres-
ident to state president.
A total of 17 candidates

are in the fray for the
post of State Youth Con-
gress President. The pri-
mary contest has shaped
up between Shailendra
Banjare and Satyendra

Chelak. Other promi-
nent contenders in the
race include Prashant
Bokade, Honey Bagga,
Sajal Chandrakar, and
Jasmeet Sharma.

While two posts of
vice president are unre-
served, roughly a dozen
other leadership posi-
tions are reserved for
various categories. Polit-
ical alignments within
the state unit have inten-
sified the contest. Sup-
porters of former Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
are actively campaign-
ing for Satyendra Che-
lak, whereas Bhilai MLA
Devendra Yadav is back-
ing Shailendra Banjare.

Banjare also enjoys the
support of outgoing Youth
Congress state president
Akash Sharma.The voting
will conclude on Septem-
ber 29, followed by the
verification and tabula-
tion of votes before results
are officially declared by
November.

CM: Congress spreading
misinformation on

Privatization

Central Chronicle News

Linking routine
administrative
procedures to pri-
vatization is com-
pletely misleading,
says CM Sai

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai has dismissed
the opposition Congress
party’s allegations regard-
ing the privatization of
the power sector, terming
them misleading, base-
less, and devoid of facts.
He clarified that the state
government has no inten-
tion of privatizing the
electricity sector and that
deliberate attempts are
being made to create con-
fusion among the public.

FAST FACTS

© He urged the people
of Chhattisgarh not

to be swayed by

such groundless and
misleading claims.

regulatory hearings being
portrayed by Congress as
a step toward privatization
are simply part of a routine
administrative process. He
emphasized that such rou-
tine proceedings should
by no means be construed
as a move toward hand-
ing over the power sector
to private players. CM Sai
further stated that Con-
gress, as part of its habit-
ual approach, is running a
disinformation campaign
to mislead the public and
stir unnecessary misun-
derstandings. He urged
the people of Chhattis-

RMC launches
special drive
against stray
cattle

RAIPUR: Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation is con-
tinuously taking effective
actions to ensure road
safety, animal protection,
and the regulation of
stray cattle roaming freely
across the city. Teams
across all ten municipal
zones of Raipur are run-
ning a special campaign
using cow-catcher vehicles
to safely capture -cattle
wandering on roads, major
thoroughfares, and public
places. These animals are
then safely relocated to
designated gaothans and
kanji houses. The primary
objective of this ongoing
initiative is to protect ani-
mals from road accidents
and maintain smooth traf-
fic movement within the
capital city. In addition to
relocating the animals, the
municipal corporation is
taking strict action against

Central Chronicle News

The Master’s in
Global Bioethics
adds an important
ethical dimension
to his existing
expertise in med-
icine, pharmacol-
ogy, drug safety
and public health.

RAIPUR: Dr.
Pugazhenthan Thanga-
raju, Associate Profes-
sor of Pharmacology at
AIIMS Raipur, has earned
the Master in Global Bio-
ethics from Universidad
Anahuac, Mexico, fur-
ther strengthening his
multidisciplinary  aca-
demic profile.

| GLOBAL BIOETHICS MASTER'S |

AIIMS Raipur faculty member
earns Global Bioethics Master’s

developments in artificial
intelligence, genomics,
digital health, clinical
trials and emerging med-
ical technologies, where
ethical, equitable and
patient-centred decision-
making is increasingly
important.

Dr. Thangaraju holds
MBBS, MD (Pharma-
cology), DNB and PhD,
along with FRCP (Lon-

MBA in Hospital Manage-
ment and Fellowship of
the International Med-
ical Sciences Academy
(IMSA).

At AIIMS Raipur, his
responsibilities and pro-
fessional interests include
pharmacology, pharma-
covigilance, antimicro-
bial stewardship, drug
safety, Central Pharmacy
and Essential Narcotic
Drugs management. He
has also contributed to
activities associated with
CDSCO, PvPI and Materi-
ovigilance.

His academic
professional work
encompasses  pharma-
covigilance, pharmacoge-
nomics, antimicrobial
resistance, clinical phar-
macology, clinical trials,
patient safety, health-

and

and lepra-reaction man-
agement and participa-
tion in national scientific
programmes related to
the field.

The achievement has
been appreciated by Lt
Gen Ashok Jindal (Retd)
Executive Director,
AIIMS Raipur, who rec-
ognised Dr. Thangaraju’s
continued commitment
to academic excellence,

interdisciplinary learn-
ing and professional
development.

The Master’s in Global
Bioethics adds an impor-
tant ethical dimension
to his existing expertise
in medicine, pharmacol-
ogy, drug safety and pub-
lic health, reinforcing his
commitment to health-
care that is scientifically
evidence-based, ethically

Addressing questions from  garh not to be swayed by | owners who leave their The international qual- don), FRCP (Glasgow), care innovation and lep- responsible, equitable
journalists, Chief Minis- such groundless and mis- | livestock unattended in | ification is particularly MNAMS, MAMS, PG rosy, including academic and centred on human
ter Sai explained that the leading claims. public spaces. relevant in an era of rapid Diploma in Diabetology, engagement in leprosy dignity.

| RANKING TT COMPETITION |

Samavya, Yashwanl, Dikshant champions
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RAIPUR: The 1st Chhattis-
garh State Ranking Table
Tennis Competition-2026
concluded its Youth
(Under-19) and  Sub-
Junior (Under-15) events
at the Sapre School Table
Tennis Hall here.

In the Youth Under-
19 boys’ singles final,
Yashwant Dekate edged
out Bilaspur’s Dikshant
Kumar Jangde 4-3 in a
gripping encounter to
claim the championship.
In the Under-19 girls’ divi-
sion, Samaya Pandey of
Raipur dominated Vedi
Kachhwaha 4-0 to secure

.........

Dikshant
rebounded strongly in
the Sub-Junior Under-15
boys’ final, defeating fel-
low Bilaspur contender
Harshvardhan Singh
3-2. Meanwhile, Samaya
Pandey sealed her second

the

/

TENMIS ASSOCIATION

I eHHAT YH TABLE T
- IATION

title of the tournament by
overpowering Lavanya
Pandey 3-0 in the Under-
15 girls’ final. The closing
and prize distribution
ceremony was graced by

former Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation Zone
(N ] [ ]

RAIPUR MAHANAGAR TABLE

President and ex-coun-
cilor Dr. Pramod Sahu as

the chief guest.
In the senior men’s
quarterfinals, Pranay

Chauhan defeated Sagar
Ghatge 3-0 and Arindam
Debnath overcame M.

Raviraj 3-1 to advance
to the semifinals. In the
senior women’s semi-
finals, Sushmita Som
defeated Samaya Pandey
4-0 and Pragya Pathak
beat Vedi Kachhwaha 4-1
to reach the final. In the
Under-11 Hops category,
Shivay Meghani and Abir
Badwani booked their
places in the boys’ final,
while Aaradhya Chan-
drakar and Ishi Mishra
advanced to the girls’ title
clash under the supervi-
sion of chief referee SV
Pendharkar and assistant
referees Vimal Nair, Ajit
Banerjee, PN Majumdar
and JM Rathore.

Idris urges CM to
appoint Nodal Officer to
trace Women missing

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh
Urdu Academy President
Idris Gandhi has written a
letter to the Chief Minister
seeking urgent state inter-
vention to locate and safely
bring back three women
from Chhattisgarh who
went missing in Nepal dur-
ing the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra. The missing women
have been identified as
Dr. Priyanka Choudhary
and Manju Rai Choudhary
from Bilaspur, along with
Dr. Meena Gupta from

Ambikapur. Their families
have been unable to estab-
lish contact with them
since August 25, raising
serious concerns regarding
their safety and well-being.
In his letter, Gandhi urged
the Chief Minister to imme-
diately appoint a senior
nodal officer to streamline
search and rescue oper-
ations. He stressed the
need for rapid coordina-
tion with the Ministry of
External Affairs, the Indian
Embassy, and local admin-
istrative  authorities in
Nepal to accelerate efforts.

Ideathon

RAIPUR: National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur’s I-Cell in collab-
oration with E-Cell, IIT
Bhilai successfully orga-
nized IDEATHON 2026,
an innovation-driven ide-
ation event centered on
the theme “Micro Grav-
ity” The event brought
together enthusiastic
student innovators and
aspiring entrepreneurs to
explore the potential of
microgravity and develop
ideas aimed at creating
a better future on Earth
and beyond. The event
was organized under the
guidance of Dr. Saurabh
Gupta, Faculty in Charge,
I-Cell. The event featured
teams of three members,
with participants present-
ing their ideas through
concise three-slide pre-
sentations. The format
enabled students to com-
municate their concepts
clearly while focusing on
innovation, feasibility
and potential impact.

FLAG DESECRATION
Sikh community
condemns

New York flag
desecration

RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh
Sikh Samaj has strongly
condemned the recent
incident outside Madison
Square Garden in New
York, where the Indian
national flag was report-
edly disrespected, torn,
and trampled upon dur-
ing a protest advocating
for Khalistan. Expressing
deep anguish over the
event, the state presi-
dent of the organization,
Sukhbir Singh Singho-
tra, asserted that the
Sikh community in India
firmly stands with the
nation’s unity, integrity,
sovereignty, and national
pride, and is by no means
aligned with separatist
movements. Address-
ing the media, Singhotra
emphasized that gener-
alizing an entire commu-
nity based on the actions
of a few individuals is
entirely unjustified.

KISAN MORCHA

BFP Risan Morcha
to hold Working
Commiltee

meet today

RAIPUR: The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Kisan
Morcha is set to convene a
one-day State Working Com-
mittee meeting on Monday,
August 31, at the state party
headquarters in Kushabhau
Thakre Parisar, Raipur. The
event will run across multi-
ple organizational sessions
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
Chhattisgarh ~ Agriculture
Minister Ramvichar Netam
will inaugurate the open-
ing session of the meeting.
Throughout the day, key
organizational discussions
will feature guidance from
BJP State General Secre-
tary (Organisation) Pawan
Sai, Union Minister Tokhan
Sahu, and other prominent
party leaders. Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai will
address the valedictory ses-
sion, formally concluding
the day-long deliberations
with his keynote address to
party cadres.
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“Budding players in

Chhattisgarh are being
groomed to become
medal winners in
international games.”

Tokhan Sahu
MoS for Housing

Damaged aircraft undergoes
landing gear inspection

An Alliance Air aircraft suffered tyre bursts while landing at Bilasa Devi
Kevat Airport, prompting technical inspection and safety checks.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: An Alliance Air
flight arriving from Delhi
experienced a technical
incident while landing at
Bilasa Devi Kevat Airport
on Friday morning, after
two of its tyres burst. The
aircraft, operating Flight
9613 (BT-UDA), was carry-
ing 37 passengers. All pas-
sengers were reported safe
following the incident, and
there were no reports of
injuries. Following the inci-
dent, an Alliance Air techni-
cal team arrived from Delhi
to inspect the aircraft and
undertake necessary repair
work. The team is examin-
ing the damaged landing
gear assembly and carrying
out comprehensive safety
checks to assess the air-
craft’s condition. Officials
said the exact cause of the
tyre failure would be estab-
lished only after comple-
tion of the detailed techni-
cal investigation.

The aircraft initially
remained stranded on
the runway after the tyres
burst during landing. Its
presence on the runway
affected normal flight
operations at the airport.
Airport authorities subse-
quently fitted wheels to the
aircraft and moved it from
the runway to the apron
with the help of towing

FASTFACTS

o All 37 passengers
aboard the Delhi-
Bilaspur flight were
reported safe after the
landing incident.

® Technical teams are
examining the landing
gear before the aircraft
resumes operations.

Preliminary report submitted to DGCA

Airport management has submitted a prelimi-
nary report concerning the incident to the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA). The DGCA is
expected to examine the circumstances surround-
ing the tyre bursts and the subsequent technical
response. The aircraft’s black box has remained
safe and will form an important part of probe. Data
recorded by the flight recorder will be examined to
help establish the sequence of events.

equipment. Airport Direc-
tor Virendra Singh said the
aircraft was shifted safely
and without any further
incident. The disruption
caused by the damaged
aircraft also affected sched-
uled services from the air-
port. The Kolkata-bound
flight scheduled for Satur-
day was cancelled because
the aircraft remained under
inspection and repair. At

present, there is no con-
firmed timeline for comple-
tion of the repair work or
for the aircraft to be cleared
for normal operation.

A  DGCA team is
expected to visit Chakrab-
hatha Airport to conduct
a detailed inspection of
the aircraft and related
systems. The inspection is
likely to cover the landing
gear, tyres and other com-

ponents associated with
the landing operation.
Officials said the techni-
cal findings will be assessed
along with the information
available from the aircraft’s
recorded data. The investi-
gation will help determine
the precise reason for the
tyre failure and establish
whether any additional
maintenance or corrective
measures are required.

Two youths
attacked
over dispute

BILASPUR: Two youths
were  allegedly  sur-
rounded and brutally
assaulted by a group of
20 to 25 people following
an old dispute in the Sar-
kanda police station area.
The attackers allegedly
used baseball bats, iron
pipes, a chain-sprocket
rod and sharp weapons.
Both youths suffered
serious injuries, includ-
ing deep wounds to their
heads, while one report-
edly sustained fractures
to his hands and legs.
According to the injured
youths’ family, the inci-
dent took place around
4:30 pm on August 27
near a Shiva temple in the
Das Dhek Chingrajpara
area of Kundarubadi. San-
jay Rajput had gone there
with his relatives Lille
and Raja Thakur. During
this time, Adi, Kintu, Kai-
lash and their associates
allegedly surrounded
them and started abus-
ing them over an old dis-
pute. The attackers alleg-
edly threatened them
with death before beat-
ing them with bats, iron
pipes and rods. Lille man-
aged to escape from the
spot, while Sanjay Rajput
and Raja Thakur were
seriously injured and
fell to the ground. Their
families, with the help
of Dial-112, took them to
CIMS for treatment. They
were later reportedly
shifted to a private hos-
pital, where their treat-
ment continued.

Clash: Nine police
personnel injured;
16 suspects held

Central Chronicle News

Heavy police
deployment contin-
ues after violence
and stone-pelting
disrupted Khapar-
ganj overnight.

BILASPUR: Khaparganj in
Bilaspur has been placed
under heavy security fol-
lowing vandalism and
stone-pelting during the
intervening night. Police
have intensified patrol-
ling, conducted foot
marches and set up barri-
cades at several locations
to maintain peace and
prevent any further dis-
turbance.

Police have so far
detained 16 suspects in
connection with the inci-
dent and are questioning
them at Koni police sta-
tion. The suspects were
reportedly taken into
custody from Khaparganj
and Talapara areas as the
investigation continues.
Heavy police deployment
has been made in Khap-
arganj, Telipara Road,

HIGHLIGHT

® Sixteen suspects
detained as nine police
personnel were injured
during violence.

Madhya Nagari Chowk
and adjoining areas.
Along with the district
police force, around 350
additional police person-
nel from other districts
have been deployed as a
precautionary measure.
According to prelimi-
nary information, eight
vehicles and one shop
were damaged during the
violence. The damaged
vehicles included six
four-wheelers, an e-rick-
shaw and a motorcycle.
Stones were also alleg-
edly thrown at houses,
damaging windowpanes.
Nine police person-
nel, including Tarbahar
police station in-charge
Ravishankar Tiwari,
were injured during the

stone-pelting. Tiwari
reportedly suffered a
serious head injury,

while the injured person-
nel are receiving medical
treatment.

Traditional culture takes
center stage at Bhojli Mahotsav

Central Chronicle News

Bhojli Mahotsav
celebrated Chhat-
tisgarh’s folk
traditions while
honouring talented
young students.

BILASPUR: Maa Bilasa
Lok Sanskriti Evam Kala
Manch, Pachrighat,
Juna Bilaspur, organised
Bhojli Mahotsav at Maa
Narmada Bhavan to
preserve, promote and
celebrate the rich folk
culture, traditions and
festivals of Chhattisgarh.

The programme
highlighted the cultural
importance of Bhojli
and brought together
artists, students, com-
munity members and
prominent citizens for a
celebration of local tra-
ditions. The organisers
said such events play an
important role in con-
necting the younger gen-

FASTFACTS

® Cultural performances,
tableaux and student
honours made the
festival memorable for
participants.

eration with the cultural
heritage and traditional
values of Chhattisgarh.
One of the major attrac-
tions of the programme
was a lively theatrical
presentation by Sanjohi
Lok Kala Manch.

The artists show-
cased different colours
of Chhattisgarhi folk life
and traditions through
performances repre-
senting the journey of

and cultural
celebrations from Hareli

festivals

to Holi. The presenta-
tion received apprecia-
tion from the audience
and added enthusiasm
to the festival.
Participants who dis-
played exceptional cre-
ativity and performance
in Bhojli tableaux were
also honoured with
awards. The recognition
encouraged participants
to continue taking an
active interest in tradi-
tional festivals and cul-
tural activities. Talented
students from schools
and colleges were felic-
itated for their achieve-
ments in different fields.
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High Court seeks
accountability over
delayed compen-
sation payments to
eligible rape
victims.

BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court has
directed the state gov-
ernment to provide a
detailed account of the
action being taken to
release pending com-
pensation to eligible
victims under the Rape
Victim  Compensation
Scheme, 2018.

During the hearing,
the state government
informed the court that
compensation amount-
ing to Rs 37 crore, 7
lakh and 42 thousand
remains pending in
1,099 cases. The figures

| AFFIDAVIT

HC seeks personal affidavit
on pending compensation

relate to the period
between April 2025 and
July 2026. According to
the state, payments have
been delayed because
the required funds were
not available, although
steps are being taken to
arrange the necessary
financial allocation.

A division bench
comprising Chief Justice
Ramesh Sinha and Justice
Ravindra Kumar Agrawal
heard the matter on
August 25. The govern-
ment told the court that
action had already been
initiated in accordance

with the ngh Court’s
earlier directions issued
on January 31 and April
13, regarding allocation
of funds and payment of
compensation under the
scheme.

The High  Court
observed that it was
monitoring the matter
to ensure the effective
implementation of the
compensation  scheme
and timely financial
assistance to eligible vic-
tims. The court granted
the state authorities addi-
tional time to complete
the necessary action.

FASTFACTS

© State reports Rs 37.07
crore compensation
pending across 1,099
cases under scheme.

The competent
authority has now been
directed to submit a per-
sonal affidavit before
the court. The affidavit
must explain the con-
crete steps taken to
release the pending Rs
37.07 crore, the amount
released during the
intervening period and
the number of cases in
which compensation has
been paid.

The authority must
also provide a clear
timeline for clearing
the remaining compen-
sation dues and ensur-
ing that eligible victims
receive their payments
without further unnec-
essary delay.

IDIGITAL TOLL PLAZA

Resla Toll becomes f’ rst digital toll plaza in CG

Central Chronicle News

BIALSPUR: Kesla Toll Plaza
on the Bilaspur-Raigarh
National Highway-49 has
become the first fully digital
toll plaza in Chhattisgarh.
Along with digital toll pay-
ments, the facility has intro-
duced an online process for
local residents to obtain a
monthly toll pass, informed
the nodal officer of National
Highway Authority of India
(NHAD) in Chhattisgarh .
Eligible non-commer-
cial vehicle owners living
within a 20-kilometre
radius of the toll plaza can

apply for the local monthly
pass from home through
the Rajmarg Yatra app
or the NHAI portal. The
monthly pass costs Rs 350.

The new system uses

digital verification to deter-
mine whether applicants
qualify for the local pass.
Information related to
the applicant’s residen-
tial address and vehicle

00

“Kesla Toll Plaza
has become the
first fully digital toll

plaza in state.”

Nodal Officer
NHAI, Chhattisgarh

will be verified through
DigiLocker, = government
digital platforms and the
FASTag linked to the
vehicle, with the appli-
cant’s consent. GIS tech-
nology will also be used
to verify whether the
registered address of

the vehicle owner falls
within the prescribed
20-kilometre radius of
Kesla Toll Plaza. This is
expected to make the eligi-
bility process more trans-
parent and reduce the need
for physical documenta-
tion. The digital local-pass
facility is part of efforts to
make toll payments and
travel on national highways
more convenient and trans-
parent. For eligible resi-
dents, the online system
means the monthly pass
can be applied for without
having to visit the toll plaza
in person.

HC Chief Justice
inspects courts in
Korba, Ambikapur

BIALSPUR: Chhattisgarh
High Court Chief Justice
Justice Ramesh Sinha
inspected the district
and subordinate courts
at Ambikapur, Surajpur,
Korba and Katghora.
During the inspection,
he reviewed the function-
ing of the courts, judi-
cial administration and
the condition of infra-
structure. Justice Sinha
inspected  courtrooms,
administrative sections,
record rooms, filing and
registration sections and

other facilities. He also
discussed court arrange-
ments  with  judicial
officers, collectors and
other officials. The Chief
Justice reviewed the facil-
ities available to litigants,
advocates, judicial offi-
cers and court employees
and emphasised the need
to maintain clean, acces-
sible and litigant-friendly
court premises. He also
stressed proper mainte-
nance of judicial records
and effective use of avail-
able infrastructure.

NEWSLINE

ROADS

Roads to be
cleared of
stray cattle

BILASPUR: The adminis-
tration has prepared a
plan to address the grow-
ing problem of stray cat-
tle roaming on national
and state highways in
Bilaspur district. Collec-
tor Sanjay Agrawal held
an interdepartmental
meeting on the manage-
ment of gaudhams and
directed officials to safely
shift cattle found wander-
ing on major roads to des-
ignated shelters. The Col-
lector instructed officials
to identify cattle roam-
ing on National High-
ways and State High-
ways and move them to
gaudhams. Joint teams
comprising officials from
the SDM office, Janpad
Panchayats and the Vet-
erinary Department
will undertake the drive.
The administration will
also begin arrangements
for accommodating cat-
tle at newly approved
gaudhams.

DISPUTE

In-law pours
hot oil on
man’s face

BILASPUR: A  dispute
between a brother-in-law
and his brother-in-law over
a mobile phone allegedly
turned violent in Sakti
Bahara Bandhpara village
under Belgahna police
outpost. The accused alleg-
edly poured hot oil kept
for making samosas over
the victim’s face and head,
leaving him with burn inju-
ries. Police have registered
a case and started an inves-
tigation. According to the
complaint, Durgesh Kumar
Kol, a mason from Sakti
Bahara Bandhpara, had
given his mobile phone to
his brother-in-law Narayan
Kol around two weeks ago
to use. On August 29 at
around 10 am, Durgesh
went to Narayan’s hotel
near Sakti Bahara Dam to
take the phone back. At the
time, Narayan was mak-
ing samosas at the hotel.
When Durgesh asked for
his mobile phone, Narayan
allegedly told him to leave,
saying he was drunk and
should not create a distur-
bance at the hotel.

MURDER

Brother killed
in dispute;
two held

BILASPUR: Two separate
incidents in the Sirgitti
police station area turned
violent following disputes
allegedly involving alcohol.
In the first incident, a man
was allegedly killed by his
brother during a dispute
in Hardikala Tona village.
Police said both brothers
were reportedly under the
influence of alcohol at the
time. According to police,
Sudarshan Kurre attacked
his brother Subhash Kurre
with an iron rod during
the dispute, resulting in
his death. Sirgitti police
acted quickly and arrested
Sudarshan  within 24
hours. Further legal action
is being taken after ques-
tioning the accused. In
another incident near the
Hardi liquor shop, a dis-
pute reportedly broke out
between two men while
they were standing in a
queue to purchase alcohol.
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Employees are govt’s
backbone, but forced to
protest under AAP rule.

Kewal Singh Dhillon
Punjab BJP president
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Narayani-Gandak water level
rises after heavy rainfall

The high alert was issued after officials received information about
the rising water levels of the Trishuli river on Sunday.

Press Trust Of India

MAHARAJGANJ (UP): The
rising water level in the
Narayani-Gandak  river
following heavy rainfall
in Nepal has increased
the flood threat in villages
along the river in Mahara-
jganj district, officials said
on Sunday.

The surge in Nepal’s
Trishuli river is flowing
downstream through
the Narayani and enter-
ing the Gandak, leading
to a sharp increase in
water discharge from
the Valmikinagar Gan-
dak barrage. The barrage
recorded a discharge of

Al

A o 7, . 7 s 4 L
A view of the swollen Trishuli river where two bridges once stood before

were swept away after the flash floods, in Nuwakot, Nepal, Sunday.

99,800 cusecs at 6 pm on
Saturday, which rose to
1,25,000 cusecs by 10 am
on Sunday. The discharge
further increased to
1,47,500 cusecs by 1 pm,
officials said. The mount-
ing flow has increased

pressure on the river-
banks, with the Naraya-
ni-Gandak flowing in spate
near Pathalhawa and Tel-
phal in the Nichlaul tehsil.
Residents of villages along
the river have expressed
concern over the rapidly

rising water level.

The Rohua drain in
the Sohgibarwa area has
also overflowed, with
water pressure increas-
ing towards the Bhothaha
hamlet. This has height-
ened the risk of flooding
in low-lying areas.

The district adminis-
tration has sounded an
alert and put relief and
rescue teams on standby.
Officials are closely mon-
itoring the level in the
river and other water
bodies in the affected
areas. Nichlaul Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate Sid-
dharth Gupta said that the
administration was keep-

HIGHLIGHT

® Teams from the
revenue department,
police, and disaster
relief agencies are on
standby to manage
any potential flood
situation.

ing a watch on the situa-
tion and action would be
taken based on changes
in the water level. Gupta
said that the Valmikinagar
Gandak barrage has a dis-
charge capacity of around
4.30 lakh cusecs, while
the current discharge is
about 1.50 lakh cusecs.

WB mulls private medical
college tie-up with BPHCs

Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: The West Ben-
gal government is con-
sidering an operational
partnership between
private medical colleges
and government-run
block primary health

centres to strengthen
healthcare infrastruc-
ture in rural districts,
with  the  proposed

model aimed at improv-
ing patient care while
providing greater clini-
cal exposure to medical
students, according to a
minister.

West Bengal Health
Minister Sharadwat Muk-
herjee said the idea was
at a preliminary stage
and the government was
exploring ways in which
private medical colleges
could work with the pub-
lic healthcare system to
improve infrastructure

and services at the grass-
roots level. “We will pro-
vide them with patients,
and they provide us with
infrastructure,” Mukher-
jee said on Saturday eve-
ning, outlining the broad
concept of the proposed
partnership.

The state -currently
has 17 operational pri-
vate medical colleges
and is exploring a model
under which each such
college could mentor
around 10 block primary
health centres (BPHCs),
he said while interacting
with the Forum for Busi-
ness, Social and Cultural
Initiatives (FBSC).

Under the proposed
arrangement, the gov-
ernment would facilitate
patient flow to these cen-
tres while private medi-
cal colleges would help
improve infrastructure
and manpower, he said.

| ALIMONY |

Odisha to transfer alimony from stafiers’
salary to divorced wives’ accounts

Press Trust Of India

The state govern-
ment has issued
directives for release
of the maintenance
grant to the women
and children con-
cerned.

BHUBANESWAR: Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi has

directed officials con-
cerned to deduct alimony
from employees’ salaries
and transfer the amounts
to their divorced wives’

bank accounts if they are
found defaulting in pay-
ment, an official state-
ment said. Despite court
orders, several male
employees of the state
government were found
not paying monthly main-
tenance to their divorced

wives or children, the
CMO said in a statement.

On average, two-three
such cases reach the
CM’s grievance cell dur-
ing every hearing. Tak-
ing a strong note of such
cases, the chief minister
has issued an order for
deducting the amounts
from the salaries of the
employees’ concerned,
it said.Being a state gov-
ernment employee, con-
tempt of court and mis-
treatment of divorced
women and children is
completely unaccept-
able, Majhi said.

BTech student
arrested for allegedly
cheating woman

LUCKNOW: A 2i-year-old
BTech student has been
arrested on Sunday for
allegedly cheating a Luc-
know woman of Rs 46 lakh
on the pretext of securing
her daughter’s admission
to BITS Pilani, police said.
The accused, Yashraj Baj-
pai, a third-year BTech stu-
dent at Delhi Technological
University, was arrested at
Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Airport here
while allegedly trying to
leave the city, they said.
The case was registered on
August 20 on a complaint
by Dr Kiran Chaubey, a res-
ident of Eldeco Town, IIM
Road.

| LOK SABHA POLLS YEAR |

Delhi Lakshmi Yojana RD
maturity set for July 2029

Press Trust Of India

The Delhi government
formally launched the
Delhi Lakshmi Yojana
on August 26, with the
first monthly disburse-
ments scheduled from
September 1.

NEW DELHI: The matu-
rity date of the recurring
deposit under the Delhi
Lakshmi Yojana is cur-
rently set for July 31, 2029,
with the Council of Minis-
ters empowered to change

it after reviewing the
scheme two years after its
launch. The date falls in the
year of the next Lok Sabha
polls, according to a docu-
ment. Applicants without
an Aadhaar card can still
register under the Delhi
Lakshmi Yojana by pro-
viding an Aadhaar enrol-
ment slip, where available,
along with an alternative
document such as a PAN
card, ration card, voter
identity card, passport or
driving licence, it said. The
Women and Child Devel-
opment Department will

facilitate Aadhaar enrol-
ment for beneficiaries who
have not yet obtained the
identity number through
its district offices. Appli-
cants can therefore seek
Aadhaar enrolment while
completing  registration
under the Delhi Lakshmi
Yojana, the document
said. “The Council of Min-
isters will have the power
to review and change the
maturity period of recur-
ring deposits under the
Delhi Lakshmi Yojana after
two years of its launch,” it
said.

NEWSLINE

DIMAPUR

Two killed after
being run over by
speeding vehicle

Two teenagers were
killed after being run over
by a speeding vehicle
in Nagaland’s Dimapur,
police said on Sunday.

The incident took
place on Saturday night
in Veterinary Colony
when the speeding vehi-
cle first hit a motorcycle,
then another car, then
a tempo and finally two
pedestrians, according to
PRO Dimapur Police.

The two persons sus-
tained serious injuries
and were rushed to a
hospital where they suc-
cumbed to their injuries,
it said.

AIZAWL

Assam Rifles seizes
heroin worth
Rs 1.87 crore

Assam Rifles seized
heroin worth over Rs 1.87
crore from Champhai dis-
trict near the India-Myan-
mar border, an official
said on Sunday.

Acting on specific intel-
ligence about the move-
ment of narcotics, Assam
Rifles personnel laid an
ambush along the Tiau
river in the Vangkai area
of Zokhawthar in Cham-
phai district on Saturday,
the Assam Rifles spokes-
person said.

During the operation,
the troops spotted a
woman crossing the river
carrying a green polybag.
After placing the bag on
the riverbank, she sig-
nalled to a person waiting
on a scooter.

Press Trust Of India

Kunhikrishnan said the
party was repeating the
same allegations it had
made since his expul-
sion.

KANNUR (KERALAM):
Independent MLA V Kun-
hikrishnan on Sunday
alleged that the CPI(M)

| INDEPENDENT MLA |

‘No effort by CPI(M) to rectify
mistakes after Payyanur defeat’

had made no attempt to
rectify its mistakes fol-

lowing its defeat in its
stronghold of Payyanur.
He was speaking to
reporters in response to
Leader of Opposition in
the Keralam Assembly
Pinarayi Vijayan’s allega-
tion that Kunhikrishnan,
who won the Payyanur
seat as an Independent,
had worked against the
CPI(M) in collusion with
its opponents. The CPI(M)

MVD to introduce Aadhaar OTP
verification for 60 more services

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
Keralam’s Motor Vehi-
cles Department
will introduce Aad-
haar-based OTP ver-
ification for 60 more
services from Septem-
ber 21 to prevent mid-
dlemen from exploiting
applicants, officials said
on Sunday.

The services, avail-

able through the Vahan
and Sarathi portals for
vehicle and driving
licence-related matters,
respectively, will be
brought online under
the initiative.

With the new system,
applicants will not have
to visit Regional Trans-
port offices for most
services, according to a

department statement.

At present, only 21
services do not require
physical appearance.

Complaints had been
raised that middle-
men were exploiting
applicants due to the
absence of proper OTP
verification for other
services, the statement
said.

on Saturday organised
a gathering to explain
its position following its
defeat in Payyanur, which
was once considered an
unbreachable fortress of
the party. Kunhikrishnan,
a former CPI(M) worker,
was expelled from the
party after he raised alle-
gations of corruption in
funds collected for the
family of a party martyr.
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JALGAON: Lamenting
the sharp decline in
Maharashtra’s  political

atmosphere, former min-
ister and NCP (SP) leader
Eknath Khadse on Sun-
day said politics should
not be reduced merely to
a pursuit of power at the
cost of personal relation-

| SOCIAL HARMONY |

Politics mustn’t be reduced to pursuit of power,
social harmony should be protected: Khadse

ships and social harmony.
Addressing a gather-

ing here to mark his 75th
birthday, the veteran
leader noted that unlike
today’s hostile environ-
ment, ruling and opposi-
tion parties before 2014
worked together while
maintaining mutual
respect. “Till 2014, if you
look at Maharashtra’s pol-

itics, there was a clean
and cordial atmosphere.
The opposition and the
ruling parties would stay
together, talk to each
other and move together.
They would criticise each
other, but personal differ-
ences never reached such
extremes,” Khadse said.

| ADMINISTRATION |

‘Honest officials being pressured to commit ‘unethical,

Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW: Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav on Sunday alleged
that honest officials in
Uttar Pradesh were being
pressured under the BJP
government to indulge
in “unethical and illegal”
activities.

Yadav listed several
ways in which he alleged
officials were being pres-

sured. He alleged that offi-
cials were being forced
to indulge in corruption
through  commissions,
manipulate tenders to
favour BJP workers, turn
transfers and postings
into a business and facil-
itate collection through
donation slips.

He also alleged that
pressure  was  being
exerted on officials to reg-
ister false cases against

s,
Opposition leaders, sup-
press cases of custodial

facilitate fake

deaths,

00

Governance and
administration cannot
function without
honest officials.
Akhilesh Yadav
SP president

encounters of political
opponents and extort

illegal’ acts’

money by threatening
encounters.

The SP chief further
alleged that officials
were being pressured to
conceal cases involving
atrocities against PDA
(backwards, Dalits and
minorities) communities,
extort money from busi-
nessmen, suppress rape
and kidnapping cases and
hide alleged encroach-
ments by BJP workers.

Woman held with 16 kg ganja

KOZHIKODE: A woman
from West Bengal was
arrested with 16 kg of
ganja at the Kozhikode
railway station on Sun-
day, police said.

The arrested woman
has been identified as
Minoti Sardar, a native
of North 24 Parganas in
West Bengal.

The seizure was made
jointly by the Railway
Police and the District
Anti-Narcotics  Special

Action Force (DANSAF),
officials said.

According to police,
Sardar was intercepted
when she arrived on a
train in the morning.

Preliminary interro-
gation by the Railway
Police revealed that the
ganja seized from Sardar
was brought from the
Andhra Pradesh bor-

der for distribution
in Kozhikode, police
said.

JALNA

23 booked for
installing illegal
transformer

The police have reg-
istered a case against 23
residents of a village in
Maharashtra’s Jalna dis-
trict for allegedly setting
up an illegal transformer
and overhead power
lines to supply electric-
ity to several homes,
officials said on Sunday.
An inspection by a team
from the Maharashtra
State Electricity Distribu-
tion Company Limited
(MSEDCL) uncovered
the irregularity at Vanjar
Umrad village in Jalna
tehsil, they said. During
the inspection, a 63-KVA
transformer was found
near a temple.

PALAKKAD

Man held for
extorting lottery
vendors

A 39-year-old man was
arrested for allegedly
extorting money from lot-
tery vendors by threaten-
ing them with police raids
and arrests, police said
on Sunday. The accused
has been identified as
Krishnaprasad, a resident
of Elappully in Palakkad.

According to police,
Krishnaprasad alleg-
edly contacted the com-
plainant, Soureshwaran
(26), a native of Coim-
batore in Tamil Nadu, on
Saturday morning and
demanded money, claim-
ing it had to be paid to
the Chittur Deputy Super-
intendent of Police and
local police to allow the
continuation of lottery
sales.



06

“The pending cases in tehsil ad
block offices need to be disposed-
off at the earliest.”

Rena Jamil

Collector, Surajpur
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Bilaspur Region

Collector reviews welfare
schemes, Inspects offices

Surajpur Collector Rena Jamil conducted an intensive district tour, inspecting government
offices, welfare schemes, industrial units and public facilities.

Central Chronicle News

SURAJPUR: Collector
Rena Jamil undertook
an extensive tour of the
district to assess the
ground-level implemen-
tation of government
schemes, functioning
of public offices and
operations of industrial
establishments.

The visit began at the
industrial area in Nayan-
pur, where she inspected
a 10-MW power plant, a
steel bar manufacturing
unit and a bread produc-
tion facility.

tioning, raw material
availability and machin-
ery and directed the
concerned officials
to introduce neces-
sary improvements. At

tion process and issued
directions to the man-
agement and employees.
During her inspection of
the bread manufactur-
ing unit, she discussed

ments and local employ-
ment opportunities. She
stressed strict hygiene
standards during pro-
duction. The Collector
then reached Bhaiyathan

HIGHLIGHT

® The Collector

asked officials to
clear pending cases
within prescribed
timelines and improve
administrative

efficiency.
Tehsil and  Sub-Divi-
sional offices. She per-

sonally checked pend-
ing cases through the
computer system and
examined files. Express-
ing displeasure over the
slow disposal of cases,
she directed officials to

Felicitation
Ceremony held to
mark Sports Day

Central Chronicle News

SAKTI: A Sports Day and
Sports Honours Cere-
mony was organised at
the Khelo India Small
Centre (Football), Ragja,
Sakti, on the occasion
of National Sports Day.
The event was jointly
organised by the dis-
trict administration and

Sakti. Speaking at the
programme, public
representatives high-

lighted the importance
of sports in developing

discipline, confidence
and team spirit.
They encouraged

young people to partic-
ipate actively in sports
along with their studies
and said sporting activ-

At the power plant, the steel bar unit, she machinery, production with the administrative resolve them within pre- | the Sports and Youth ities help youth lead
Jamil examined its func- reviewed the produc- costs, supply arrange- team and inspected the scribed deadlines. Welfare Department, healthy and positive lives.
| CAMP | SHG women | HEALTHCARE |

Special camp resolves 64
salary and pension cases

Central Chronicle News

MANENDRAGARH: A spe-
cial camp held in Manen-
dragarh-Chirmiri-B-
haratpur (MCB) district
focused on resolving
long-pending  salary-fix-
ation and pension cases
of government employ-
ees and retired person-
nel. According to the
Chhattisgarh Directorate
of Public Relations, the
camp resulted in the set-
tlement of 64 pending
cases. The initiative was
aimed at providing direct

administrative relief to
employees who had been
waiting for resolution of
matters relating to sal-
ary determination and
pension. Such cases can
involve discrepancies in
service records, fixation

of pay after promotions
or revisions, and pen-
sion-related documenta-
tion.

The district admin-
istration organised the
camp as part of an effort
to reduce pending cases.

show-case
creativity

BALRAMPUR: Women
associated with self-help
groups in Balrampur show-
cased their creativity by
making rakhis from grains
ahead of RakshaBandhan.
The handmade products
attracted attention during
a visit by the district Col-
lector, who purchased the
rakhis. The initiative high-
lights the skills of women
involved in  self-help
groups and their efforts
to develop products using
locally available materials.
The grain-made rakhis pro-
vided an example of how
traditional festival prod-
ucts can be linked with
rural livelihood activities.

Healthcare services need to be
improved in Surajpur: Dayaldas

Central Chronicle News

SURAJPUR: Food Minister
and district in-charge Day-
aldas Baghel directed offi-
cials to strengthen health-
care services and improve
facilities for patients at
district hospitals and com-
munity health centres. A
general body meeting of
the Jeevan Deep Commit-
tee was held at the District
Joint Office conference hall
under Baghel’s chairman-
ship. During the meeting,
the Chief Medical and
Health Officer presented

details of the committee’s

income and expenditure,
followed by discussions
on providing better and
essential healthcare facil-
ities to the public. The
meeting reviewed ways
to expand healthcare ser-
vices according to local
requirements and ensure

optimal utilisation of avail-
able resources. Discus-
sions were also held on
necessary  construction
and repair work in hos-
pital buildings and prem-
ises, facilities for patients
and attendants, security
arrangements and other
basic requirements.

Nagarda Indane distributor suspended,

| LPG SUPPLY |

alternative LPG supply arranged

Central Chronicle News

NAGARDA: Indian Oil Corpora-
tion Limited (IOCL) has tempo-
rarily suspended the Nagarda
Indane Gramin Distributor in
Sakti district for administrative
ninter-
rupted LPG services, alterna-
tive arrangements have been
made for all consumers previ-
ously receiving refills from the
distributor. Under the area-
Indane
consumers in Sakti and nearby

reasons. To ensure

wise arrangement,

L&

areas will receive LPG refills
from M/s Panchmukhi Indane,

Sakti. Consumers

T}W

requiring
assistance can contact the dis-
tributor at 9131960294. Sim-
ilarly, consumers in Nagarda
and surrounding areas will

For

4313026.

receive refills from M/s Jaijaipur
Indane Gramin Distributor, Jai-
jaipur. Consumers can contact
7477248920 if required.

any other
nience, consumers may con-
tact officials at the Indian Oil
Corporation Limited,
Divisional Office, Raipur. The
LPG customer service numbers
are 0771-4313009 and 0771-
IOCL has clarified
that consumers will continue to
receive LPG refills at the exist-
ing retail selling price.

| MOCK-DRILL |

Joint mock-drill of govt agencies
conducted for dlsa_ster response

Central Chronicle News

inconve-
conducted

Indane for

AMBIKAPUR: A district-level
joint mock exercise

Dam as part of preparations
coordinated  disaster
response. The exercise was
announced by the district

administration.
The planned drill brought
together different govern-

ment agencies and emer-
gency-response organisations

was
at Ghungutta

to test their ability to respond
collectively during a disaster.
Such exercises are designed
to identify gaps in com-

munication,
evacuation procedures and

|

coordination,

gro !
iy

emergency assistance before
an actual crisis occurs. The
Ghungutta Dam site provided
a realistic setting for testing
emergency
involving water-related risks.

arrangements

Heavy rain traps 3 frlends rescue team saves them

KORBA: Three young men
who had gone near Devpa-
hari waterfall in Korba to
take photographs found
themselves in a dangerous
situation when the water
level suddenly increased.
The rising flow left them
stranded on an island-
like patch of land, forcing
them to spend the night
waiting for help.

According to reports, the
three friends had reached
the waterfall area when

heavy rain caused the
water level to rise rapidly.
The strong current pre-
vented them from return-
ing safely. A rescue oper-
ation was subsequently
launched, with authori-

ties and rescue personnel
working to bring them
back to safety. The youths
reportedly remained
stranded for nearly 15
hours before they were
successfully rescued.
Their ordeal high-
lighted the dangers of
visiting waterfalls and
streams  during  the
monsoon season, when
water levels can change
suddenly. The incident
occurred during a period

of heavy rainfall across
Korba. Several parts of
the district were experi-
encing overflowing drains
and waterlogging, while
strong currents created
difficulties for residents
and travellers. Officials
and local residents have
repeatedly urged peo-
ple to exercise caution
around waterfalls, rivers
and other water bod-
ies during periods of
intense rainfall.

Police arrest accused of wife’s
murder after four months

RAIGARH: Raigarh
police arrested a man
who had allegedly been
absconding for around
four months in connec-
tion with the murder
of his wife. The arrest was
made under the police’s
Operation Clean Hunt,
which targets wanted
criminals and accused
persons who have been
evading arrest. Accord-

ing to police, the accused,
identified as 29-year-old
Kartik Ram PahadiKorwa,
had allegedly fled to Tamil
Nadu following the death

of his wife, NankiBaiPa-

hadiKorwa, in June.The
case initially began as
an investigation into the
woman’s death.

| SAWAN MELA |

Sonam Sahu crowned Sawan Queen in Ramanujnagar

Central Chronicle News

RAMANUJNAGAR: The
first-ever “Sawan Shrin-
gar Mela”, celebrating
the festive spirit of the
holy month of Sawan,
traditional beauty and
folk culture, was orga-
nised at Hotel Annap-
urna in Ramanujnagar,
Surajpur. Hundreds of
women from the region

participated enthusiasti-
cally in the event, show-
casing their talent in tra-

ditional attire and festive
adornments.

The event was concep-
tualised with significant
contributions from Nutan
Singh, while Pratima
Dwivedi played an impor-
tant role in giving the pro-
gramme its final shape.
Various cultural compe-
titions, including Sawan
Sundari and mehendi
contests, were organised

during the fair. Partici-
pants impressed the audi-
ence with their creativity,
confidence and skills.
Based on their per-
formances, Sonam Sahu
of Narayanpur Gram
Panchayat was crowned
Sawan Queen. Aarti Sahu
of Ramanujnagar was
declared the first run-
ner-up, while Chandni of
Surajpur secured the sec-

ond runner-up position.
After winning the title,
Sonam Sahu described
the event as a meaning-
ful initiative that brought
together different colours
of local culture on a
common platform. She
said women participated
with confidence while
displaying traditional
Sawan attire and festive
decorations.

Police crack jewellery
theft, 7 accused arrested

BALRAMPUR: August 26:
Balrampur police have
solved a major jewellery
theft case by arresting
seven members of an
interstate gang alleg-
edly involved in stealing
from jewellery shops.
According to reports, the
accused were arrested in
connection with a theft in
the district, with police
recovering around 14

kilograms of silver as part
of the investigation.

The investigation
reportedly revealed
links to a gang operat-
ing across state borders,
with suspects from Bihar
being taken into custody.
Police teams worked on
leads related to the move-
ment and disposal of sto-
len jewellery before iden-
tifying the accused.

AADHAR

Application
for Aadhaar
operators

MUNGELI: he Mungeli
district =~ administration
has invited applications
for nine Aadhaar opera-
tor positions to operate
AadhaarSevaKendras
at the gram panchayat
level. The recruitment
initiative is intended to
improve access to Aad-
haar-related services for
residents in rural areas.
Having operators at the
gram panchayat level can
make it easier for villagers
to access services without
travelling long distances
to district or urban cent-
res.

According to the dis-
trict administration’s
official website, eligible
and interested candidates

ELEPHANT

Elephant Blocks
tanker on
Highway

KATGHORA: A wild ele-
phant created a tense
situation on a highway
near Katghora after
stopping a diesel tanker.
According to reports,
the elephant moved
towards the tanker after
the vehicle’s horn was
sounded, causing traffic
disruption. The incident
reportedly resulted in a
traffic jam lasting around
half an hour as motorists
waited for the elephant
to move away.

Human-elephant
encounters remain a
concern in forested areas
of northern Chhattis-
garh, particularly where
highways pass through
or near elephant
habitats.

THEFT

Theft Case
solved: 7
arrested

KORIYA: Koriya police
have reportedly solved a
theft case involving prop-
erty worth around Rs 50
lakh and arrested four
accused persons. Accord-
ing to the report, stolen
material from a TMC store
on the Pandopara-Jhilim-
ili side was traced during
the investigation. Police
reportedly recovered
copper, brassators said
the stolen material had
allegedly been hidden in a
forest before being taken
to a scrap dealer for finan-
cial gain followed investi-
gation into the theft and
tracking of the suspected
disposal network.

RAIN

Rain
lransforms
reserooir

BAIKUNTHPUR: The
Jhumka Reservoir in Bai-
kunthpur, Koriya district,
has become an attractive
sight following recent rain-
fall. Water flowing over
the rocks has created a
white, milky waterfall-like
appearance, drawing the
attention of local visitors
and nature enthusiasts.
The increased water flow
has dramatically changed
the appearance of the res-
ervoir. The combination of
heavy monsoon rainfall,
rocks and flowing water
has created a striking nat-
ural scene. Local residents
and visitors have been tak-
ing interest in the changed
landscape, making the res-
ervoir a popular attraction
during the rainy season.
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field of athletics?

' m N. Chandrasekaran, Chairman

of Tata Sons, has led the Tata
Group into new areas such as
semiconductors, electronics and
electric vehicle batteries. What
is his notable achievement in the

of which Indian state?

Which town in Kerala is known
as the “Cashew Capital of India”
because of its large-scale cashew
processing and export industry?

@ The “Phulkari” embroidery, meaning |
“flower work,” is known for its
vibrant patterns stitched on coarse
cotton fabric. It is a traditional craft

[ Which international environmental

SCIENCE WATCH

Lightening — when | Heal in a single holl

the sky grins!

Lightning is a giant spark
of electricity that balances
opposite charges in the

A single bolt can heat the
surrounding air to about

Global frequency
of lightening
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Daily Horoscope

ARIES

Your jealous behaviour may
make you sad and depressed.
But it is a self-inflicted injury
so there is no need to lament
about this. Motive yourself to
get rid this by sharing other’s
joy and unhappiness. You know
the importance of money very
well, which is why the money
you save today.

Cosmic tip: Dive in with your
floats.

Gemini

Do not get gloomy and
depressed. If you were about
to take a loan and had been
engaged in this work for a

long time, then today is your
lucky day. Your dominating
attitude towards your family
members will only start useless
arguments and can bring
criticism. Pleasure trip will be

Taurus

Be careful not to neglect
yourself when it comes to
health matters. Today, you need
to stay away from such friends
who ask you to loan money and
then do not return it. Good time
to get involved into activities
that include youngsters. Spell
of love is all set to bind you
this day.

Cosmic tip: Sometimes a ‘No’
is good.

Cancer )

Today you are under magic
spell of hope. The arrival of
money today can relieve you
from many financial troubles.
A repair work at home or social
get-togethers likely to keep you
busy. The one who was least
compatible with you at work
will have a good talk with you

30,000°C (54,000°F), which is satisfying. today.
five times hotter than the sur-
face of the Sun. A downward
bolt travels at about 150,000

km/hour.

atmosphere. Tiny ice crys-

tals and water droplets crash
. together inside a storm
Y cloud, building up static
electrical charges.

WHAT'’S THE
DIFFERENCE

Lightning strikes the Earth at
an average frequency of about, 44
to 50 times every second, which
totals over 1.4 billion flashes each .
year. L:ep Virgo
Feeling of hatred could prove Realize that self trust is the
costly. It not only undermines essence of heroism as you fight
your tolerance power but also with your prolong illness. Today
retards your discretion power you should focus on issues
and creates a permanent rift in related to land, real estate, or
relationship. You will possess a cultural projects. It's time to
considerable amount of money make those important career
today, and with it there will be changes that you have been
peace of mind. thinking for some time.

[ treaty, known for protecting the
A ozone layer, was strengthened
al in 2016 to phase down powerful
4] climate-warming gases?

Cosmic tip: Choose what truly Cosmic tip: Let your intuitions
supports you. guide.

When Mozilla Firefox was first

released in 2002, what was it
orlglnally called?

The Dutch East India Company
established a refreshment station
at the Cape of Good Hope in the
17th century to supply ships
travelling to the Spice Islands. The
settlement later developed into
Cape Town. In which present-day
country is Cape Town located?

Cosmic tip: Work towards your
heartfelt goals.

Libra

Some people might feel that you
are too old to learn something
new-but that is far from the

Cosmic tip: Listen to the
solutions.

Scorpio )

You are going to enjoy the
pleasure of leisure. If you want
to become financially strong

Which iconic ‘Silicon Valley’
company became known as the
“Fairchildren” factory because
many of its former engineers
went on to found other successful

C o
T

technology companies? -1 | Dfigirlates from Unglnates from truth- you will easily learn new in the future, then you have to
] - - Lati d ‘orincioium’ things because of your sharp start saving money from today.
Latin word - ’p.rmcapaffs In wor pnnc:pmm and active mind. People of Spend Jaxed N '
J0)2NPU0dIWaS pliydiied . . meaning starting, basis, origin, this zodiac sign who carry out pend some refaxed moments
meaning Chlef, first. Ing starting, , 0ng business from abroad are likely with family members. Your
(£) eauy yinos (9) xiuaoyd (S) 1000304d [easjuoiN (¥) qelund (€) inni to benefit financially today. aptitude to learn new things
nning etc. y today.
we||o) (Z) suoyjeew jeuoljeusalul Jofew |eJaA3s palajdwod sey aH (1) would be remarkable.
SH EMSNV Cosmio.:ltip: Water your visions c o F build
S nel over chaos. osmic tip: Focus on building
EETI I:e both noun and The principle can S reserves.
adjective only be a noun

., * RamaQuiz » __,

B

Sagittarius

Blessings of a saintly person
will give peace of mind. Your
money comes to your work only
when you stop yourself from

Capricorn )

Discomfort may disturb your
mental peace but a friend will
be immensely helpful to sort
out your problems. Listen to
some soothing music to get rid

Principal Examples Principle Examples

@ |nvasion of Poland ® He is a man of principles and

by Hitler was the principal will never support you for spending extravagantly, today pfttensio_nd Our quice to you
- . . . . IS to avold spending money on
cause if World war Il this heist. You can understand this thing alcohol and cigarettes. Doing so

well. The jovial nature of family
members will lighten up the
atmosphere at home.

will not only spoil your health
but worsen your financial
situation.

August 31- THE DAY IN HISTORY

August 31 marks several critical milestones in Indian history, ranging from
the assassination of Punjab Chief Minister Beant Singh in 1995 to the birth of
legendary Punjabi poet Amrita Pritam in 1919.

Cosmic tip: Get your ideas Cosmic tip: You were looking in
going. the wrong direction.

Aquarius Pisces

Health definitely needs care. Cataract patients should avoid

Today, you may spend your visiting a polluted environment

money on getting a defective .

electronic item fixed. Give as smoking could cause furth.er

priorities to the needs of family damage to your eyes. If possible
avoid overexposure to sunlight.

members. Involve yourself to
share their joy and sorrow to You may witness tremendous
realize them that you care for . .

them. You are going to make profit in business today.
your life worthy by forgiving

for past mistakes.

Lightning zigzags because; it constantly
searches for the easiest and most
conductive path through uneven air.

On this day in 1956, President Dr. Rajendra Prasad gave his formal approval
to the landmark States Reorganisation Bill.

Because electrictty cannot move in
a straight line, instead, it constantly
shifts direction to find the pockets of
air that conduct electricity best.

In 1920, Khilafat Day was observed nationwide with widespread public

protests and meetings to demonstrate anti-colonial solidarity. Cosmic tip: f you may create

space for peace.
On August 31, 1997: Diana, Princess of Wales, died in a car crash in Paris and

in 1955, General Motors showed off the first car powered by solar energy.

" APTITUDE TEST 4
sl Number Series Ry

Question: Find the missing number in the following series: 3,

Cosmic tip: Are you really
trapped?

HOW
IT IS ABBREVIATED |

ABBREVIATIONS ‘ Full Words

'«...4;«

Y]

. . 7,15, 3,63,7 o DDT_
14 ¥ F.A.0
Explanation: There aratwo waystolook atthispattem = |REEEEEEEEEES. SN @ PO FAO0 2 | & PC
Pattern 1; Multiply the previous number by 2 and add 1.
o 3x241=7 | e (Sl < 000 0 oo M NCERT
o (TxD+1=5 S B . B NUEKTD | e

\&7 ISDN

Meaning - Relating to
or resulting from motion

e (15x2)+1=31
& (Ix2)+1=63
# (B3x2)+#1=127

ok at the differences between the numbers, which

1- Dichloro-Diphenyl Trichloroethane, 2- Food and

-~

Example - The kinetic sculpture moved o Mok Dngieltion, 3 Pl Campoles; 8- Tl
: s o (4, +8, +16, +32), The next difference must be +64, Council of Educational Research and Training, 5- Integrated
gracefully in the wind. 63464 =127. Services Digital Network.

Ll

DAILY WORD SEARCH

Soak

Across

1 Sort, category (4) Sonata

3 False teeth (8)

9 Chide (7)

10 Bury (5)

11 Stone carver (5)

12 Stretch out (6)

14 Sunglasses, colloquially (6)
16 Extension to a building (6)
19 Sherlock Holmes's
assistant (6)

21 Change (5)

24 Electronic sound
reproduction (5)

25 Separate (5,2)

26 Completed (8)

27 Room or space under a
roof (4)

Down

1 Italian dessert (8)

2 Heads of the Roman
Catholic church (5)

4 Football or cricket team (6)

5 Defile, sully (5)

6 Entourage (7)

7 Browse randomly through
the Internet (4)

8 Sitting room (6)

13 Broken down, worn out (8)

15 Owner of a magic lamp (7)

17 Closer (6)

18 Make possible (6)

20 Glaswegians, Aberdonians,

etc. (5)
22 Capital of Japan (5)
23 Young cow (4)

Sonnet
Sorbet
Sorrel

Soapbox

Soccer
Society
Socket

(0]
—_
w

Sorrow

Socks Sortie

Sodium Sound

Venezuela

has the highest rate of
lightening concentration
in the world, specifically
around Lake Maracaibo.

Source
South
Soviet

Solace
Solid
Solo

71 14]2
SUDOKU SOLUTIO
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Business

FM meets business leaders in
US from diffrent sectors

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman met business leaders in the US in sectors ranging from
agriculture to artificial intelligence and others.s

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with Hyatt President and CEO Mark S Hoplamazian and other businessmen durlng a meeting, in Chlcago USA.

Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON:  Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man met business leaders
in the US in sectors rang-
ing from agriculture to
artificial intelligence and
invited them to explore
opportunities in India as a
hub for global operations.

Sitharaman met Bran-
don Tseng, co-founder
and president of Shield
Al; Mark S Hoplamaz-
ian, president and CEO
of Hyatt; and Luca Zara-
mella, executive vice
president and COO of
Mondelez International,
in Chicago on Friday.

The finance minis-
ter also met Monish
Patolawala, executive
vice president and CFO
of Archer Daniels Mid-
land (ADM); and Sachin
Lawande, president and
CEO of Visteon Corpora-
tion.

The discussions with
Tseng focused on Shield
Al's  engagement with
India and opportunities
to deepen cooperation
in Al-enabled autonomy,
unmanned systems and
next-generation defence
technologies, including
R&D, technology devel-
opment, co-development
and co-production. The

HIGHLIGHT

oFM Sitharaman
welcomed ADM'’s
investments in India,
including its growing
farmer partnerships.

discussions with Pato-
lawala covered ADM’s
long-standing  commit-
ment to India and sig-
nificant opportunities to
deepen its engagement
across agriculture, food,
nutrition, technology and
sustainable value chains.

Sitharaman welcomed
ADM’s investments in
India, including its grow-
ing farmer partnerships,

engagement with Farmer
Producer Organisations
and establishment of its
global technology and Al
capabilities in Bengaluru.

The discussions also
covered opportunities for
India to serve as a global
hub for ADM’s opera-
tions, including exports,
technology and treasury
functions, with GIFT
IFSC offering potential
opportunities for inter-
national financial and
treasury operations. The
discussions with Lawande
covered Visteon’s strong
confidence in India’s
growth prospects and its
expanding role as a key

market and technology
hub for the company. The
discussions with Hopla-
mazian covered Hyatt’s
continued commitment
to India and opportuni-
ties to further expand its
presence as the country’s
tourism and hospitality
sector enters a new phase
of growth.

Sitharaman high-
lighted India’s improving
connectivity and infra-
structure, which is open-
ing up new tourism and
commercial destinations,
with tier-II and tier-III cit-
ies emerging as important
centres of economic activ-
ity and travel.

Expect demand for
electric CV to remain
strong: Girish Wagh

Press Trust Of India

“On EVs, the demand
outlook is quite posi-
tive,” sayd MD & CEO
Tata Motors

NEW DELHI: Tata Motors
Ltd expects demand for
its electric commercial
vehicles (CVs) to remain
strong and continue to
grow with a strong order
book in place across seg-
ments, according to its
Managing Director and
CEO Girish Wagh.

The company also

expects supply chain
bottleneck regard-
ing cells imported

from China that has
impacted its Intra EV,
to be resolved com-
pletely by the end of
the ongoing quarter, he
told analysts. “On EVs,
the demand outlook is
quite positive,” he said.
In the first quarter of the
fiscal year, on the elec-

tric commercial vehi-
cles front, Tata Motors
had over 3,400 vehicle
orders across segments,
building on the momen-
tum it saw in the second
half of last year.

In addition to that,
Wagh said, “As a part
of PM-eBus Sewa, there
are a few more newer
tenders which are also
on the way. We are quite
positive on that.”

He pointed out that
the electric small com-
mercial vehicles (SCV)
pickup, which is com-
pletely in the retail mar-
ket, is doing very well.

| DIVESTMENT PLANS |

SBI, arm to dilute up to 1 pc
stake in NSE via public offer

Press Trust Of India

The bank is partici-
pating in the NSE IPO
and will dilute a 0.65
per cent stake in the
exchange, SBI Chair-
man CS Setty said.

NEW DELHI: State Bank
of India (SBI) and its sub-
sidiary SBI Capital Mar-
kets Ltd together plan
to dilute up to 1 per cent
stake in the National
Stock Exchange (NSE)
through the exchange’s
proposed Rs 30,000-
crore initial  public
offering (IPO).

The bank is participat-
ing in the NSE IPO and
will dilute a 0.65 per cent
stake in the exchange,
SBI Chairman C S Setty
told PTI in an interview.
“We are participating in
that divestment. We pro-
pose to divest 0.65 per
cent and 0.35 per cent
by SBI Capital Markets
because both of us hold

State Bank of India Chairman CS Setty addresses a press conference
to announce the bank'’s first-quarter financial results for FY27, at SBI

the stake. So together,
about 1 per cent as a SBI
group... it could be less
depending on any other
shareholders joining,” he
said. SBI currently holds
a 3.23 per cent stake in
the NSE, while SBI Cap-
ital Markets owns 4.33
per cent in the country’s
largest stock exchange.
He clarified that there
is no the monetisation
plan for other subsid-
iaries in the immediate
future. Last month, SBI,
along with its foreign
partner Paris-headquar-
tered Amundi, diluted
around 10 per cent stake
in SBI Mutual Fund. The

HIGHLIGHT

® SBI currently holds
a 3.23 % stake in the
NSE, while SBI Capital
Markets owns 4.33 %
in the country’s largest
stock exchange.

Rs 9,800-crore public
offer by the country’s
biggest fund house was a
huge success as the issue
was subscribed 42 times.

Post-listing, SBI’s
holding declined to
55.46 per cent from
61.76 per cent, while
Amundi’s stake reduced
to 32.56 per cent, down
3.7 per cent.

| INVESTMENT |

Smartworks to invest Rs 600 crin FY27

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Smartworks
Coworking Spaces Ltd
will invest around Rs
600 crore this fiscal in
its existing and upcom-
ing centres as part of its
expansion plan to meet
rising demand for man-
aged workspace.
Gurugram-based listed
realty firm Smartworks,
which has a portfolio of
16.9 million square feet
of office space across 70
centres in 15 cities across

India
posted a total revenue of
Rs 1,850 crore in 2025-26.

In a conference call

and Singapore,

with market analysts,
Smartworks Founder and

MD Neetish Sarda said,
“Our capex estimate is
between Rs 550 crore
and Rs 600 crore for the
year. This capex includes
two sets: it includes refur-
bishment capex that we
typically do in our cen-
tres after every three
years and the fresh capex
that will go in.”
Smartworks has
signed up more than 3.5
million square feet of
space already which is
either under construc-
tion or coming up for

construction, he said, he
told analysts. The com-
pany had invested nearly
Rs 400 crore last fiscal
year in capital expen-
diture. “Smartworks
leases entire buildings
from India’s leading
developers and non-in-
stitutional landlords in
prime micro-markets
and transforms them into
fully managed, amenity
-rich campuses with caf-
eterias, gyms, creches,
convenience stores, rec-
reation zones, and round-

the-clock support for the
client,” Sarda said, while
explaining the business
model to the analysts.
The company is pro-
viding a one-stop work-
space solution to its cor-
porate clients, he said.
“Our platform has
grown to almost 17 mil-
lion square feet of total
area and over 760 clients,
from Fortune 500 to
Forbes 2000 companies,
MNCs, leading Indian
conglomerates, and uni-
corns,” Sarda said.

o
S

Last year we opened 100
branches. This year too we
have similar plans.

Binod Kumar
Indian Bank MD and CEO

BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

STOCK MARKET THIS WEEK
GDP data, crude oil prices key factors
to drive markets this week: Analysts

NEW DELHI: Trading sentiment
in the stock market this week will
be largely guided by the domestic
GDP data announcement, crude oil
prices, and the US non-farm payrolls
report, analysts said. Besides, macro-
economic data announcements, auto
sales numbers and trading activity
of foreign investors would also guide
movement in the market going ahead,
they added.

“The coming week is expected to
remain highly eventful, with domestic
GDP data and global economic releases
likely to determine market direc-
tion. India’s Q1 FY27 GDP data will be
released on August 31. Investors will
also monitor India’s August manufac-
turing and services PMI readings, GST
collections, foreign exchange reserves

Mishra - SVP, Research, Religare Brok-
ing Ltd, said. US employment data will
remain the most important trigger, with
the August non-farm payrolls report
scheduled for September 4, he said.

“The outcome could significantly
influence expectations regarding the
Federal Reserve’s September policy
decision, the US dollar, Treasury yields
and emerging-market fund flows,”
Mishra added. Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) infused Rs 30,919 crore
in Indian equities in August, extend-
ing their buying streak to a second
straight month.

“On the domestic front, first-quarter
GDP data will be important factor for
broader risk sentiment, offering greater
clarity on the pace of domestic growth
against the backdrop of elevated

and movement in the rupee,” Ajit energy prices.

MARKET SHARE OPTS OUT

Tata EV bookings HDFC Bank CEO
triple, festive quarter | Jagdishan opts out of
outlook strong: Exec reappointment

NEW DELHI: Tata Motors Passenger | MUMBAI: HDFC

Vehicles Ltd is gaining market share in | Bank’s manag-

the electric vehicle segment and has
seen a three-fold increase in EV book-
ings over the last six months, even as
production capacity is restricting its
ability to fully capitalise on the strong
demand, according to a senior com-
pany official.

In an interview to PTI, Tata Passen-
ger Electric Mobility Ltd, Chief Com-
mercial Officer Vivek Srivatsa said,
“If you see the last two three months,
we are actually gaining market share
every month. So it is the other way
round, and in fact, in the last six
months, the gap between us and the
number two player has increased. And
I would also publicly state that we had
three 3x growth in bookings for EVs,
and we are only restricted by our pro-
duction capability”.

Tata Passenger Electric Mobility
Ltd is a part of Tata Motors Passen-
ger Vehicles Ltd Group. “I think con-
sumers are increasingly confident of
our products, and we have the widest
product range, providing EVs to all
kinds of different use cases,” he said.

ing director and
chief executive
Sashidhar  Jag-
dishan on Sat-
urday opted out
of being consid-
ered for reap-
pointment after his current term ends
on October 26, the largest private sec-
tor lender said in a regulatory filing.

Jagdishan, 61, will retire from the
bank on October 26 after spending
nearly three decades at the lender.

After taking over as the bank CEO
in October 2020, Jagdishan is serv-
ing his second three-year term as the
lender’s head.

The HDFC Bank board will fast-
track the process for selection and
appointment of Jagdishan’s succes-
sor “well within time”, the exchange
filing said. He conveyed his decision
not to seek reappointment as the
Managing Director and Chief Exec-
utive Officer and also reiterated the
decision despite “persuasion” from
the board, it added.

COMBINED MARKET VALUATION
Mcap of 7 of top-10 most-valued firms erodes
Rs 1.13 lakh cr; Airtel, Rellance worst hlt

NEW DELHI: The combined market val-
uation of seven of the top-10 most-val-
ued firms eroded by Rs 1.13 lakh crore
last week, with Bharti Airtel and Reli-
ance Industries emerging as the big-
gest laggards, in-tandem with a bear-
ish trend in equities.

Last week, the BSE benchmark Sen-
sex declined 276.32 points, or 0.35 per
cent, and the NSE Nifty dipped 76.35
points, or 0.31 per cent. “Indian equity
markets ended the week on a cautious
note, extending their recent correc-
tive phase as concerns over global
interest rates, geopolitical uncertainty
and volatility surrounding the new
closing auction session weighed on
investor sentiment,” Ajit Mishra -- SVP,
Research, Religare Broking Ltd, said.

Although  markets  recovered
sharply on Friday, supported by
strong buying in IT stocks following
upbeat global technology cues, the
benchmark indices remained under
pressure for the third consecutive
week, he added.

While Reliance Industries, Bharti
Airtel, HDFC Bank, Bajaj Finance,
Larsen & Toubro, Life Insurance Cor-
poration of India (LIC), and Hindu-
stan Unilever faced erosion from their
market valuation, ICICI Bank, State

Bank of India, and Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) were the winners. The
valuation of Bharti Airtel tumbled Rs
40,500.85 crore to Rs 11,74,462.30
crore. Reliance Industries’ valuation
eroded Rs 40,056.32 crore to reach Rs
17,38,119.27 crore.

The market valuation of HDFC
Bank dropped Rs 11,558.35 crore to
Rs 11,09,600.70 crore and that of Bajaj
Finance fell Rs 10,086.05 crore to Rs
6,70,535.57 crore. Larsen & Toubro’s
market capitalisation (mcap) declined
Rs 6,473.45 crore to Rs 5,55,987.49
crore and that of LIC dipped Rs 3,162.5
crore to Rs 5,32,817.81 crore.

The mcap of Hindustan Unilever
edged lower by Rs 1,550.73 crore to Rs
4,72,361.83 crore. However, the mcap
of TCS jumped Rs 16,643.2 crore to Rs
8,48,079.71 crore.
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‘Saved by a tea break,
strengthened by a rakhr’

Their brief pause turned into a narrow escape from the disaster

Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR: But for a casual
tea break, five friends
from Chhattisgarh might
have been swept away in
the flash floods that tore
through Nepal’s Bhote
Koshi and Trishuli river
valleys.

Their brief pause
turned into a narrow
escape from the disaster
that unfolded on Wednes-
day, and the group then
endured two tense days
taking shelter on higher
ground, spending nights
in arented car and watch-
ing the swollen Trishuli
river rage below.

Amid the grim situa-
tion, the most comforting
moment came when local
women security person-
nel tied rakhis on their
wrists to mark Raksha
Bandhan.

Narayan Sen, Dinesh
Ojha, Prem Singh Jagat,
Yatendra Prakash and
Dinesh Singh Thakur, all
aged between 50 and 60
years and residents of
Mana Camp area in Rai-
pur, returned home on
Saturday.

“We were lucky that
we stopped for tea on
August 26 when the flash
floods struck. If we had
left 10-15 minutes ear-
lier, we might have got
trapped,” 53-year-old

Sen, who runs a salon,
told PTI Videos.

“Had we not stopped
there, we do not know
what would have hap-
pened,” he said.

The group left Raipur

Miraculous escape for five friends.

on August 21 and reached
Nepal the following day.
They had hired a car and
were planning to visit the
Pashupatinath  Temple,
Manokamana Temple
and other tourist attrac-

tions. At around 9.30-10
am on August 26, they
stopped for tea at a hotel
in Malekhu town of Dhad-
ing district.

“There we learnt that
a bridge ahead had been
washed away in a flood.
The hotel belonged to
an Indian, who helped
us a lot and provided us
food,” Sen said.

The friends became
eyewitnesses to  an
unfolding disaster.

“We saw cars being
swept away in the
Trishuli river. Bodies and
a lot of other things were
also being carried away
by the current.

We were scared. There
was always a fear that
the flood situation might
worsen,” Sen said.

Group stayed connected

with families online

The group remained in
touch with their families
through the internet, and
used the helpline provided
by the Indian government
to share their location.
“Internet  service was
working well there, so we
remained in contact with
our families and did not
panic,” Thakur said. The
friends finally left Nepal

LIGHT

The friends finally
left Nepal on August
28.

Women security
personnel tie rakhis
to them

on August 28. Amid the
tragedy, the five friends

shared a tender moment
when local women secu-
rity personnel tied rakhis
on their wrists. “We were
supposed to return from
the trip after the Rakhi
festival, so our sisters had
already given us rakhis.
The women security per-
sonnel deployed there
tied these rakhis on our
wrists.

Nat'l Sports Day

MUMBAI: Marking the
National Sports Day
2026, Axis Bank, cel-
ebrates India’s steady
emergence as a sporting
power and is proud to
contribute to its growth
through strategic part-
nerships with leading
sporting institutions of
the country. Such part-
nerships have already
supported around 1,100
athletes, para-athletes,
coaches, and other pro-
fessionals within a span
of less than 3 years.

Sport has been one of
the key focus areas for
Axis Bank’s CSR strat-
egy, since the launch of
its first program under
this theme in FY 2024-
25. Working with lead-
ing institutions in Indian
sports, the Bank’s ini-
tiatives range from sup-
porting athlete train-
ing and development,
greater integration and
adoption of sports sci-
ence and medicine, to
creating world class
sports infrastructure
that will serve Indian
sports for decades to
come.

This year’s National
Sports Day comes in the
wake of India’s strong
performance at the 23rd
Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow, where the
country won 39 medals,
including 13 golds.

At the Games, 14 of
the 20 athletes sup-
ported under  the
Bank’s partnership with
OGQ secured medals
for India across four
sports, including 9 Gold
medals.

Kashmiri Pandit
cuisine enters Delhi

Press Trust Of India

Cuisine, hospitality
celebrate Kashmiri
cultural heritage

NEW DELHI: From delicate
‘Nadru tikki’ to comforting
‘Dum aloo’ and rich ‘Mut-
ton yakhni’, some of Kash-
mir’s traditional flavours
are coming together under
one roof in the national
capital as part of the ongo-
ing festival, “An Ode to
Kashmir”. The festival, cur-
rently underway at Novotel
New Delhi City Centre,
offers a curated showcase
of traditional Kashmiri
Pandit dishes, bringing
together age-old recipes,
regional ingredients and
cooking techniques rooted
in the culture and culinary
traditions of Kashmir. It is
curated by chef Anupurna
Kaul in collaboration with
chef Umesh Singh, exec-
utive chef at Novotel New
Delhi City Centre. “Kash-
miri cuisine is more than
simply the ingredients
used. It creates memories,

it is completely seasonal
and it has deep-rooted
connections to the culture
and traditions of Kash-
mir. “Through ‘An Ode to
Kashmir’, we hope guests
discover this rich heri-
tage through every dish,
thoughtfully prepared to
honour its authentic fla-
vours and timeless culinary
traditions,” chef Anupurna
Kaul said in a statement.
The festival presents an
expansive menu that offers
a glimpse into the diversity
of Kashmiri Pandit cuisine,
combining recipes steeped
in tradition with dishes
inspired by culinary mem-
ories. While the vegetarian
spread features specialities
such as ‘Dum aloo’, “Wari-
muth’ (black kidney beans)
and ‘Nadru tikki with doon
chutney’ (a lotus stem tikki
served with walnut chut-
ney), the non-vegetarian
selection includes ‘Mutton
yakhni’, ‘Mujh gaad’, com-
bining radish and fish, and
‘Tchok tchawaran’, fea-
turing tender mutton liver
cooked in a tangy tamarind
sauce.

Probe launched

MORENA: A video of
alleged firing from guns
at a pot-breaking com-
petition during a tradi-
tional folk festival linked
to Raksha Bandhan
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Morena district has gone
viral, prompting police
to launch an investiga-
tion, officials said on
Sunday.

Police have not con-
firmed whether anyone
was injured during the
“Matki Phod” event at
Bhujariya celebrations,
part of a local tradi-
tion in some villages
in the Chambal region
where human towers
are typically formed to
smash earthen pots. The
region was once syn-
onymous with dacoits
who roamed freely in its
ravines in the past. The
video is purportedly
from Parsota village
in Jaura tehsil, where
around 50 to 60 peo-
ple can be seen sitting
in a row near a pond
and aiming licensed
guns at pots placed on
the opposite bank. A
large number of villag-
ers were also present at
the spot.

‘Manjhi-Paswan
reservation spat
follows RSS directive’

Press Trust Of India

PATNA: RJD national
working president Tejas-
hwi Yadav on Sunday
alleged that Union min-
isters Chirag Paswan and
Jitan Ram Manjhi were
sparring over the issue of
sub-category for the most
deprived Dalits “under
instruction from Nagpur”,
the RSS headquarters.
Yadav, who is the
Leader of Opposition in
the Bihar Assembly, also
charged BJP-RSS with
being “anti-reservation”.
“Tejashwi Yadav has
never availed of reser-
vations, but both Chirag
Paswan and Jitan Ram
Manjhi avail of the facility.
Yet they are aligned with
anti-reservation BJP-RSS.
Their spat must be upon
instructions from Nag-
pur,” said the RJD leader,
in an apparent reference
to the fact that the two
Union ministers contest

elections from reserved

RJD president Tejashwi Yadav

seats.

He challenged both
Dalit leaders to resign
from their posts and
contest elections from a
general seat. Yadav was
responding to queries
about the war of words
that erupted on Saturday
between Paswan, who
heads LJP(RV), and Man-
jhi, who is the founder
of HAM. Paswan, who is
the MP from Hajipur, had
taken exception to Man-
jhi and his son speaking
out in favour of “a quota
within quota” and chal-
lenged them to resign and
admit that they belong to
the “creamy layer”.

Abujhmarh
emerges from

gunfire

Press Trust Of India

How different Abujh-
marh could have been
had LWG remained
unchecked.

NARAYANPUR: The
recovery of an old
Maoist weapons dump
from the Adnar for-
ests has brought into
focus the grim reality
of the region’s violent
past—and how different
Abujhmarh could have

been had Left-Wing
Extremism remained
unchecked.

During a joint search
operation by Narayan-
pur Police and the BSF
on August 29, security
forces recovered 10
rifles, two barrel gre-
nade launchers, 13 live
BGL shells, 16 rounds
of ammunition and
around two kilograms
of explosives from a for-
ested area northwest of
Adnar.

The cache reflects
the scale of violence
once sustained through
hidden weapons and
explosives in the remote
forests. Had such arms
remained in the hands
of active Maoists, ordi-
nary life and develop-
ment would have con-
tinued to face serious
threats.

The weakening of
Maoist influence has
enabled greater focus
on roads, education,
healthcare, communi-

cation, employment and
sports. Communities
that once lived under
the shadow of violence
are now witnessing
opportunities for a
more secure and devel-
oped future.

The impact goes
beyond security. Pro-
longed insurgency can
disrupt education,
restrict employment
opportunities, displace
families and keep entire
generations away from

FACTS

Maoist decline
enables development
and opportunities

Communities now
embrace secure,
developed futures

the development main-
stream.

Government-led
counter-insurgency
efforts and sustained
operations by security
forces have significantly
changed conditions in
several parts of Bastar.
The recovery of aban-
doned arms and explo-
sives is now helping
eliminate remnants of
the old conflict.

The Adnar cache is
therefore more than a
weapons recovery—it is
a reminder of the dis-
tance Abujhmarh has
travelled from fear and
violence towards peace,
development and hope.

NEWSLINE

‘“Jual Oram
should resign’

Odisha’s opposition
Congress on Sunday held
a demonstration here
demanding the resig-
nation of Union Tribal
Affairs Minister Jual Oram
for allegedly threatening
political opponents who
“attempted to tarnish his
image and oust him from
the ministry”.

The Union minister’s
statement came after
Rakesh Paswan, a close
aide of his, was arrested for
allegedly being involved in
an organised crime case in
Rourkela.

The Congress alleged
that Paswan has been run-
ning an organised crime
group with the support of
Oram, the BJP MP of Sun-
dergarh.

The opposition party
demanded an impartial
probe and Oram’s resig-
nation over his “threat
remarks”, and warned
that the agitation would be
intensified if the minister
does not resign.

Former Sundargarh dis-
trict Congress president
Gyanendra Das attacked
Oram, accusing him of fail-
ing to do enough for tribal
communities, despite
describing himself as a
prominent leader of them.

“Let him show his
strength by contesting an
election. The people of
Sundergarh will give him
a befitting reply,” Das said.

‘Wise words abroad,
silence at home’

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Rajya Sabha
MP Kapil Sibal on Sun-
day took a swipe at RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat
over his remarks in the
US that unity in diversity
is in Bharat’s DNA, say-
ing words don’t matter as
actions must speak. Sibal,
who is a senior advo-
cate and an Independent
Rajya Sabha MP, slammed
Bhagwat’s comments
and said it was a case
of “wise words abroad”
but “silence at home”.
“Bhagwat in New York:
‘Diversity is a decoration

of our innate unity. It has
to be protected’. Wise
words abroad, silence at
home. Words don’t mat-
ter, actions must speak!”
Sibal said on X. His
remarks came after Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Bhagwat said
that unity in diversity is in
Bharat’s DNA, underscor-
ing that it has to be cel-
ebrated, respected and
accepted.

KHAN, SO IN FUTURE | SHOULD

| CHANGE OF NAME

IT 1S INFORMED TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC THAT | SAIF
RASHID S/0 KAMAR RASHID
KHAN RESIDENT OF KHUDI
RAM BOSE CHOUK , NEAR
NEW MASJID NANHE BADA ,
TARBAHAR, BILASPUR DIST.
BILASPUR C.G. 495001 HAVE
CHANGED MY OLD NAME SAIF
RASHID S/0 KAMAR RASHID

BE RECOGNIZED BY MY NEW
NAME SAIF RASHID KHAN S/0
KAMAR RASHID KHAN IN ALL
GOVERNMENT AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS.

SAIF RASHID KHAN
KHUDI RAM BOSE CHOUK,,
NEAR NEW MASJID NANHE

BADA , TARBAHAR, BILASPUR
DIST. BILASPUR C.G. 495001
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NOTICE FOR CUSTOMS BROKERS EXAMINATION, 2027

1. Applications are invited from Indian citizens to appear in the online written examination for
the issuance of licenses to act as a Customs Broker under the Customs Brokers Licensing
Regulations (CBLR), 2018, as amended. A copy of the Regulations is available at

Government of India
Ministry of Finance

Department of Revenue

Central Board of Indirect Taxes & Customs
National Academy of Customs, Indirect Taxes & Narcotics, Palasamudram

ADVERTISEMENT

www.cbic.gov.in and www.nacin.gov.in.

2. All applications must be submitted only in online mode on the CBLMS Portal
https:/icblms.gov.in). Agplicants must register on the CBLMS portal if not already registered.

LMS portal, applicants are required to submit an "F Category Exam
& License" application. Detailed user manuals for registration on CBELMS and filling out the "F
Category Exam & License" application form are awvailable on the CBLMS portal under
"hitps://cblims.gov.in = Knowledge Center -> Help Manual & FAQs" page with the titles "User
Exam and License Application (Part I)* and "User Manual for F

fter logging into the C

Manual for F Category

Category Exam and License Application (Part Il)".

3. Applicants should carefully choose the Policy Section while filling out the application form.,
It is essential to ensure that the application form is filled out and submitted with complete and
accurate information, as it can be submitted only once. The complete "F Category Exam &
License" application must be submitted from 14.10.2026 to 13.11.2026 up to 2400 Hrs.

4.0 The applicant shall pay a fee of ¥500/- (Rupees Five Hundred only) either online through
the "F Category Exam & License" application form or through a manual challan at the Policy
Section referred to in Para 3 above. In case of payment through manual challan, a copy of the
duly paid challan shall be uploaded in the designated section of the "F Catego
License" application. No application will be accepted without successful payment of the fee.

4.1 In case of online payment of the examination fee, where the application form is not
automatically submitted upon successful payment, the applicant shall download the fee
receipt from the Bharatosh Portal, upload the same in the designated challan/ffee receipt
section of the application, and thereafter finally submit the "F Category Exam & License”

application form.

4.2 The applicant shall ensure that the application is finally submitted successfully after
completion of the requisite payment formalities and uploading of the payment receipt/challan.
Mere payment of the examination fee or uploading of the challan/fee receipt shall not, by itself,

constitute submission of the application.

5. Before applying, applicants should ensure the completeness of the application. Incomplete

applications shall be summarily rejected.

6. If any information submitted by the applicant is found to be incorrect, the application shall

be rejected, or the license (if issued) shall be canceled.

7. For any technical issues regarding registration or filling out the application form on the
CBLMS portal, please contact the concerned Policy Section as mentioned in Para 3 above
immediately. The contact details of all the Policy Sections are provided on the
"hitps:/icbims.gov.in -> CONTACT US" page on the CBLMS Paortal.

8. The syllabus for the written examination will be as per regulation 6(7) of CBLR, 2018.

9. The names of applicants found eligible to appear in the examination will be displayed on the
notice board and/or website of the respective Commissionerate by 08.12.2026.

10. Information regarding roll numbers, admit cards and examination venues will be made
available on the websites of CBIC and NACIN under the icon/tab «<GSTP/CBLR Exam=. A link
to download the admit card will also be provided therein. Admit cards shall also be sent by
email to eligible applicants 12 days in advance of the examination date. The written

examination shall be held in March 2027,

11. Candidates have the option to answer either in Hindi or in English.

12. Successful candidates will be called for an oral examination for which separate
communication will be sent,

13. For any queries regarding eligibility and the application process, please refer to the
regulations available on the websites (www.cbic.gov.in and www.nacin.gov.in} or contact the
nearest Customs Commissionerate. For queries regarding submission of applications on the
CBLMS portal, candidates may refer to the User Manual available on the portal or contact the
CBLMS Helpdesk at cbims-helpdesk@gov.in. In addition, a dedicated
also be operational at the e-mail address cbir-nacinpsm@gov.in from the start date of

application submission till the date of the exam.

CBC15502/11/0003/2627

August, 2026
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OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“All of us do not have equal talent. But all of us have
an equal opportunily to develop our lalents.”

[A. P.J. Abdul Kalam ]

| OUR VIEW |

Nepal Flood
Demands Urgent
Global Solidarity

he catastrophic flood that tore through the

Nepal-Tibet border region is not merely another

natural disaster. It is a humanitarian emergency—
and a grim warning about the growing vulnerability of
the Himalayas. More than 700 people have died, while
over 3,000 remain missing. Thousands of families
are enduring an agonising wait for news of relatives,
including labourers trapped in hydropower tunnels and
pilgrims visiting sacred sites. Nearly 93,000 people may
have been affected. Behind every statistic lies a family
scanning rescue lists, hoping that a familiar name will
appear. Rescue teams are working under extraordi-
narily dangerous conditions. Heavy rain, rising rivers,
unstable slopes and the formation of a new barrier lake
have complicated operations. Nepal’s forces are being
assisted by specialised teams from India and China,
particularly in efforts to reach workers trapped under-
ground. Such cooperation is welcome, but the scale
of the disaster demands a much broader and faster
international response. Nepal has requested specialised
equipment, including heavy-lift drones, DNA-testing
kits and body-storage facilities. Several countries, the
European Union, the United Nations and the Red Cross
have announced financial assistance. These contribu-
tions are important, yet they must arrive quickly and
be coordinated transparently. Reconstruction could
cost billions of dollars, a burden Nepal cannot reason-
ably bear alone. The disaster also raises urgent ques-
tions about development in fragile mountain regions.
Hydropower projects provide essential energy and
employment, but dams, tunnels and worker settle-
ments must be designed for increasingly unpredictable
conditions. Governments must strengthen early-warn-
ing systems, enforce environmental safeguards and
improve evacuation planning. Although the precise
chain of events requires further scientific investigation,
experts believe a glacial collapse triggered an ava-
lanche of ice, rock and water. Climate change is making
high-altitude environments more unstable, turning
distant glaciers into immediate threats for communities
downstream. The world must therefore do more than
fund recovery. It must help Himalayan nations prepare
for future disasters and accelerate meaningful climate
action. Nepal’s tragedy demands compassion today,
accountability during reconstruction and international

resolve for tomorrow.

| GUEST VIEW |

Healing Grief
Through Compassion
And Companionship

ife is never a bed of roses. Difficult times, pain-

ful experiences and the loss of loved ones are

unavoidable parts of the human journey. Grief,
arising from an irreparable absence or irreplaceable
loss, can cause profound sadness and affect emotional,
physical, behavioural and cognitive well-being. Coping
with grief requires resilience, patience and, impor-
tantly, companionship. Society has an equally important
responsibility to treat grieving people with compassion
rather than leaving them to struggle alone. National
Grief Awareness Day, observed

primarily in the United States

on August 30, reminds us of the

importance of understanding
and supporting those expe-
riencing loss. Author Angie

Cartwright’s My Grief Diary also
highlights the need for a society

structured to support people
navigating sorrow. Helping
hands and listening ears can

make an enormous difference. If

tears are the language of grief, friendship, affection and
moments of laughter can gradually ease its burden. A
sorrow shared with a caring friend often becomes easier
to bear.Some people may require professional counsel-
ling, particularly when prolonged grief leads to harmful
dependence on alcohol or drugs. As American writer
Anne Roiphe observed, grief involves both experienc-
ing loss and rebuilding life. Ultimately, empathy and
companionship can help grieving individuals rediscover

hope, strength and purpose.

Dr Ganapathi Bhat

When political disagreement loses its dignity

at we accept today
as a political anom-
aly may be accepted

as a political reality tomor-
row. A continuous flow of this
process over time eventually
becomes normal behavior.
Being anomalous becomes
a usual routine and is there-
fore termed customary.

Politics in India has
become an upfront exercise
in being conveniently ruth-
less when it comes to identi-
fying and targeting political
opponents. All that is fishy
and mucky gets better accep-
tance today, and tomorrow it
becomes a trend—a subject
to eulogize. The more you
manage to see it spread like
wildfire, the more fame you
accrue.

What we ultimately find
in this process is a change
in strategies, narratives,
and the vitriolic intent with
which political abuse is
propagated against one’s
opponents. The substance,
however, is always the same:
the same slur, the same dis-
content, and the same effort
to pull the other side down.

Driving back to the polit-
ical scenario of India after it
gained independence, one
finds confrontations between
the ruling and opposition
sides. However, these were
mainly ideological confron-
tations rather than personal
counteroffensives. Their stra-
tegic weaponry was directed
at each other on ideological
grounds—one side probably
accusing the other of major-

itarianism and the other of
minority appeasement.

The one that was quite
personal was shot much
later when Indira Gandhi
was famously referred to as
“Gungi Gudiya”, or a “dumb
doll”, by opposition leader
Ram Manohar Lohia in 1966.
It was of course a personal
verbal onslaught, but mild
in essence and relatively
civilized in structure. Even
though political opposition
to the National Emergency
during Indira  Gandhi’s
regime was running high but
the opposition parties largely
conducted their campaign
on ideological grounds.

In retrospect, “Maut Ka
Saudagar” stands among the
most famous abuses in the
annals of vitriolic political
vocabulary. The terminology
was used by Sonia Gandhi
for Narendra Modi in 2007
during her election campaign
in Gujarat. The phrase was
among the most prominent
attacks directed against Modi.

Congress veteran Mani
Shankar Aiyar hit the head-
lines in 2014 during the
campaign for the national
election. Without consid-
ering Modi’s track record
as a performer in Gujarat,
Aiyar referred to Modi as a
“Chaiwala”. His assertion
was that Modi, whom he
portrayed as an illiterate tea
seller, would be kept at arm’s
length by the people. Modi
turned that misadventure
around through his “Chai Pe
Charcha” campaign, and its

¥

M.R.Lalu
(Freelance Journalist)
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political consequences were
evident.

Aiyar went one step fur-
ther on another occasion by
calling Modi a “Neech Kisam
Ka Aadmi”. By then, Modi
was already the Prime Minis-
ter.

Interestingly, “Pappu” is
a well-known sobriquet that
Rahul Gandhi was made to
endure by the BJP and its
leaders. “Balak Buddhi” was
another catchy phrase used
by Narendra Modi against
him. The BJP has, on other
occasions, attacked Rahul
Gandhi with personal slurs
such as “Babar Bhakt” and
“Khilji Ki Aulad”, while the
Prime Minister has been tar-
geted with epithets such as
“Gutter Ke Keede”, “Duryod-
han”, and “Hitler”.

Again, the 2019 election
campaign witnessed another
phrasal attack on Modi from
the Congress: “Chowkidar
Chor Hai”. The BJP responded
with “Main Bhi Chowkidar”,
a sentimental counter-cam-
paign that received wide-
spread public support.

In most cases, I noticed
one interesting aspect. Con-
gress’s attacks on Modi have,
at times, been used to create
significant electoral opportu-
nities for him by generating
sympathy in his favour. This
was possible because Modi’s
journey from a humble fam-
ily background to the helm of
the country connected deeply
with millions of ordinary peo-
ple. The abuses, as he once
acknowledged, were stones

pelted at him by his adversar-
ies; stones that became the
building blocks he used to
construct his political career,
brick by brick.

Whereas, from “Jersey
Cow” and “Hybrid Calf” to
“Panauti”, “Moorkhon Ka
Sardar”, and “Mureed of Paki-
stan”, the chronology of verbal
attacks on political opponents
does not reveal any meaning-
ful ideological confrontation.
Instead, these expressions
were, in essence and struc-
ture, personal attacks in their
crudest manifestation.

Such is the latest trend
in politics that we witness
between the ruling party and
the opposition. It is more
than an ideological fight; it is
much more than a fight based
on political policy and convic-
tion. It is mere mudslinging,
a desperate fall to the most
indecent level of personal
convenience rather than ide-
ological conviction.

This trend has essentially
fostered a political culture
that has fundamentally for-
gotten to maintain a decent
balance between the sub-
ject of disagreement and the
manner in which that dis-
agreement should actually
be expressed. Politicians in
India, at present, need to
devise a strategy for respect-
fully disagreeing with the sub-
ject of disagreement. Catchy
phrases hurled at the indi-
vidual on the other side only
exacerbate political friction
and further degrade the qual-
ity of democratic discourse.

Sangam Emerges As Nature’s Microbial Laboratory

A new book explores how faith, human contact and microbial diversity converge at Prayagraj’s
Sangam, creating an extraordinary and continuously evolving river ecosystem.

he Triveni Sangam
I at Prayagraj, revered
for centuries as the
sacred meeting point of the
Ganga, Yamuna and mythi-
cal Saraswati, may also rep-
resent a fascinating natural
laboratory of microbial activ-
ity. A new book argues that
beneath its spiritual signifi-
cance lies a complex inter-
action between bacteria and
viruses that continuously
reshapes the Ganga’s micro-
bial ecosystem.

In The River That Remem-
bers: Microbial Intelligence
of Nature, Padma Shri awar-
dee and Prayagraj-based
independent research sci-
entist Ajai Kumar Sonkar
examines the Ganga through
microbiology, virology and
cultural memory. Published
by the National Book Trust,
the book presents the San-
gam as both a religious and
microbial confluence.

Sonkar argues that every
ritual dip introduces micro-
organisms associated with
the human body into the
river. Pilgrims travelling from
different regions carry dis-
tinct communities of bacte-
ria, viruses, fungi and other
microorganisms shaped by
their respective environ-
ments. When millions enter
the Sangam, some of these
microbes are released into
the water and encounter the
river’s existing microbiome.

YOURLETTERS

The scale becomes partic-
ularly significant during mass
religious gatherings such as
the Kumbh Mela. The Maha
Kumbh last year attracted
more than 66 crore devotees
during its 45-day duration.
According to Sonkar, pilgrims
arriving from coastal regions,
mountains, deserts, cities
and tropical interiors collec-
tively bring extraordinary
microbial diversity into the
river.

Central to his argument
are bacteriophages — viruses
that infect bacteria. The
Ganga is known to contain
diverse bacteriophages, and

Memoir row raises publishing questions

The controversy over Sonia Gandhi’s memoir Belonging: A Journey of Love
raises concerns about publishing freedom in India. Penguin Random House
India reportedly shelved it following disagreements over edits, though an
international release is planned. The episode recalls concerns surround-
ing former Army chief Gen. M.M. Naravane’s memoir. Gandhi’s firsthand
account could provide valuable insights into political developments, per-
sonal tragedies, major leaders and her historic decision to decline the
prime ministership in 2004..

Sonkar suggests these viruses
encounter newly introduced
bacterial strains and respond
through evolutionary pro-
cesses. This creates what
he describes as an intense
viral-bacterial competition
for survival.

According to the book,
bacteriophages already
adapted to the river ecosys-
tem may identify and attack
unfamiliar bacteria entering
through human contact. As
the bacterial environment
changes, phages themselves
adapt, potentially producing
greater viral diversity.

Sonkar describes the pro-

-
cess not as passive adaptation
but as an evolutionary arms
race. During massive gath-
erings, he argues, the enor-
mous bacterial influx can
accelerate phage activity and
evolution, with phage density
and diversity reaching partic-
ularly high levels following
mass bathing rituals.

This interpretation gives
the Triveni Sangam another
dimension. Alongside the
cultural convergence of mil-
lions of people, it becomes a
meeting ground for microbial
material originating from dif-
ferent geographical environ-
ments.

States must combat paneer adulteration

fidence in genuine dairy products.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, Faridabad

The author describes this
phenomenon as a “viral
confluence”, where micro-
bial DNA from across India
interacts within the ancient
waters of the Ganga. In his
interpretation, the river
responds dynamically to
these biological introduc-
tions instead of merely
receiving them.

The book’s broader signif-
icance lies in its attempt to
connect traditional cultural
practices with contemporary
scientific inquiry. Its claims
about rapid phage evolution
and microbial responses will
naturally invite scientific
examination, validation and
debate.

Nevertheless, the per-
spective opens an intriguing
field of study. Understand-
ing bacteriophages and their
relationship with bacterial
populations could contrib-
ute to research into river
ecology, water quality and
microbial adaptation.

The Sangam, therefore,
emerges in Sonkar’s account
as more than a geographical
or spiritual meeting point. It
is portrayed as a constantly
changing biological envi-
ronment where humanity,
nature and microorganisms
interact on an extraordinary
scale — turning one of India’s
most sacred waters into a
remarkable natural micro-
bial laboratory.

Punjab’s prohibition on analogue paneer highlights growing concerns over dairy
adulteration. Reports of paneer containing vegetable fats, starches and other
non-dairy substances demand stronger nationwide action. Such practices can
mislead consumers, create health concerns and financially hurt genuine dairy
farmers. Other states should strengthen surprise inspections, conduct sup-
ply-chain audits and strictly enforce food safety regulations. Clear labelling of
analogue products is equally necessary to protect consumers and preserve con-

Dr. Vijaykumar H K, Raichur
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‘Bandhs create
hardship for people’

Demonstrations do not resolve issues and will only create hardship for
people, particularly daily-wage earners and students.

Press Trust Of India

IMPHAL: Ahead of a
24-hour shutdown over
NRC demand, Manipur
Chief Minister Y Khem-
chand Singh on Sun-
day urged people not to
observe bandhs or road
blockades as a form of
protest, and asserted that
such demonstrations do
not resolve issues and
will only create hardship
for people, particularly
daily-wage earners and
students.

Singh also said these
modes of protest some-
times lead to violence.

His comment comes
before the 24-hour bandh
called by the Campaign
for Just and Fair Delimita-
tion (JFD) from midnight
on August 31 to press the
demand for the National
Register of Citizens (NRC)
ahead of the census exer-
cise in the state.

The chief minister, who
left for New Delhi during
the day, said his govern-
ment and the Centre are
committed to fulfilling

people of the state.

“Calling a bandh will
not serve any purpose
and will instead create
more hardship for the
people. During a bandh,
the main sufferers are
daily wage earners and
students,” Singh said in
a statement issued by the
state government.

The chief minister said
women vegetable sell-
ers suffer a lot during a
bandh as they earn their
livelihood by selling their
farm produce daily, and
any disruption in their
work causes immense
hardship to their families.

He also said students
suffer a lot as their nor-

Manipur CM Y Khemchand Singh.

sphere gets disrupted by
bandhs. Singh cautioned
against attempts to create
a chaotic situation and
asserted that stringent
action would be taken
against law violators.

The chief minister
appreciated the role
played by leaders of the
14 civil society organisa-
tions and a delegation of
MLAs, who recently cam-
paigned in New Delhi and
met central leaders and
officials to press demand
for the implementation of
NRC in the state.

“Their campaign
has yielded a positive
response,” Singh said.

The chief minister said

HIGHLIGHT

©® These modes of
protest sometimes lead
to violence.

® Govt and the
Centre are committed
to fulfilling the
aspirations of the
people.

Delhi to meet top cen-
tral leaders and discuss
various ongoing issues
of the state. After more
than three years, the road
transport services con-
necting Imphal, Dima-
pur, and Guwahati have
resumed without any
trouble, he said.

“The Imphal-Dima-
pur-Guwahati bus ser-
vices will surely ease the
burden of people who
had to buy costly air tick-
ets to travel from Imphal
to Guwahati,” he added.

More than 260 peo-
ple have been killed and
thousands rendered
homeless in ethnic strife
between Meiteis and
Kuki-Zo groups in the

‘Vocal for
Local’

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh
assembly Speaker Naren-
dra Singh Tomar on Sun-
day said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Vocal
for Local’ initiative is not
merely an economic drive
but a national movement
essential for building a
self-reliant India.
Addressing a state-
level traders’ conference
organised by the Con-
federation of All India
Traders (CAIT) in Bho-
pal, Tomar emphasised
that prioritising indig-
enous goods directly
strengthens local arti-
sans, small industries,
startups, and local trad-
ers. Tomar inaugurated
the conference, which
brought together 250
prominent traders and
representatives of busi-
ness organisations from
different  districts of
Madhya Pradesh to dis-
cuss trade, promotion
of indigenous products,
organisational strength-
ening and the goal of a
developed India.
Chandni Chowk MP
and CAIT national gen-
eral secretary  Prav-
een Khandelwal, CAIT
national president B C
Bhartia, national chair-
man Brijmohan Agrawal,
CAIT Madhya Pradesh
president Bhupendra Jain
and state media in-charge
Dharmendra Sharma,
among others, were pres-

the aspirations of the mal academic atmo- he was travelling to New state since May 2023. ent at the meet.
Awareness . - I:PINION | . .
ampaigns  *PM Modi’s ‘Mann Ki Baat
MUMBAI: Awareness

campaigns are needed to
remove misconceptions
about organ donation,
and needy donor families
should be supported by
providing health insur-
ance or education grants,
a top Zonal Transplant

Coordination Centre
(ZTCC) official said on
Sunday.

People often wrongly
associate monetary incen-
tives with organ dona-
tion, said ZTCC president
Dr Surendra Mathur.

The ZTCC is a govern-
ment-authorised  body
created to regulate organ
donation  within the
framework of the Trans-
plantation of Human
Organs and Tissues Act.

“The government has
strict protocols on organ
donations and donor fam-
ilies do not get money.
However, public percep-
tions suggest monetary
gains due to some mis-
conceptions,” he told PTI.

inspires nation-building’

Press Trust Of India

PM showcases
inspiring young
achievers nation-
wide.

BHUBANESWAR: Odisha
Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi on Sun-
day said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s monthly
radio programme ‘Mann
Ki Baat’ encourages the
country’s youth to con-
tribute towards building
a developed India.

After listening to the
programme here, Majhi
said the PM has been
bringing the achieve-
ments and contributions
of people, particularly
young talents who over-
come challenges to suc-
ceed, to the national

Odisha CM Majhi

platform through the
programme. “Our youth,
who achieved success in
various fields after facing
many challenges, often
do not come to the lime-
light at the national level.
PM Modi is presenting
their dedicated efforts,
sacrifices and success
before the people of our
country, which is creat-
ing a new enthusiasm
and inspiration for the

HIGHLIGHT

® Youth participation
vital for self-reliant
India

® Odisha had received
due recognition in
‘Mann Ki Baat’

entire society,” he said.
Majhi said active par-
ticipation and proper
guidance of young people
were essential for build-
ing a self-reliant India.
“Every work, speech
and thought of the PM
is dedicated only to
nation-building. By rec-
ognising and honour-
ing young talents, he
is encouraging them
to become partners in
building a ‘Viksit Bharat’
(developed nation),” he
said. The CM said Odisha

had received due recog-
nition in ‘Mann Ki Baat’,
with Modi highlighting
efforts from the state in
areas such as history,
environment and art.

In Sunday’s episode,
Modi spoke about the
work of Maithili Bhue
of Dhodrokusum village
in Debrigarh region of
Odisha, who has been
working for forest conser-
vation through eco-tour-
ism. Modi said Maithili
had earlier visited the for-
est almost daily to collect
firewood, Mahua flowers,
Kendu leaves, bamboo
shoots and other forest
produce. Her associa-
tion with Debrigarh Eco-
Tourism later changed
her relationship with the
forest, turning conserva-
tion into a means of live-
lihood.

| VIEWPOINT |

‘RLD’s UP expansion a ‘long-term project’

Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW: RLD chief and
Union Minister Jayant
Chaudhary on Sunday
said that strengthening
the party organisation
across Uttar Pradesh
was a “long-term proj-
ect” and asserted that his
party’s workers in every
district would continue
to support the NDA.
Speaking to the media
after a Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) organisational
meeting here, Chaud-
hary said the “PDA”
(which refers to back-
wards, dalits and minor-
ities) plank of Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav was aimed at
reaching out beyond the
party’s traditional vote
bank, but people would

also judge on how much
respect and unity the
party had maintained
with its earlier support-
ers.

Asked about Yadav’s

recent “chavanni” (25
paisa) remark, Chaud-
hary stressed that alli-
ances should be based
on mutual respect and
benefit both parties and

their workers.

In a veiled dig at his
former alliance part-
ner RLD without nam-
ing him directly, Yadav
said, “People came
from all sorts of places
to form alliances. We
turned their political
worth from ‘chavanni’ (a
25-paise coin) into a full
rupee, yet they still left

OO

Alliances must
ensure mutual
benefit.

Jayant Chaudhary,
RLD chief

us.” RLD had contested
the 2022 assembly elec-
tions in alliance with
the Samajwadi Party
and won eight seats,
but before the 2024 gen-
eral elections, the party
joined the NDA and won
both the Lok Sabha
seats it contested.
Chowdhury said,
“An alliance is based
on mutual interest and
mutual respect. There
should be dialogue
between workers and
both parties should be

able to move forward
shoulder to shoulder.”

He suggested that the
SP had benefited from
their alliance.

Responding to a ques-
tion on whether he was
preparing a response
to Yadav’s “cha-
vanni” remark in Uttar
Pradesh, Chaudhary
said, “No, this is not a
reply to any one state-
ment. This is a long-
term project.”

“The RLD is an old
party. We need to work
harder to take forward
our larger ideas. This is
our nurtured land, not
barren land. We have
workers in every dis-
trict and every village of
Uttar Pradesh, and they
will support the NDA,”
he said.
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Ancient wisdom
meets modern climate
science.

Manoj Sinha,
J&K L-G
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TRADITION TRANSFORMED
Tradition, modernity can go hand in hand:
V-P Radhakrishnan at Aranmula boat race
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PATHANAMTHITTA: Vice President C P
Radhakrishnan on Sunday said tradi-
tion and modernity were not opposing
forces and could go hand in hand.

He was addressing a gathering at
the Uthrattathi boat race, organised as
part of the Onam celebrations, on the
banks of the Pamba river at Aranmula.

He said the festival demonstrated
the extraordinary power of tradi-
tions to bring people together and
strengthen social bonds. “I was told
that Keralites working abroad also
return during this festival to support
and encourage it. That is the greatness
of our tradition and our faith in the
roots of our culture,” he said. “Tradi-

NN

tion and modernity are not opposing
forces. They can go hand in hand, as
our Prime Minister Narendra Modi
repeatedly says: ‘Vikas bhi, Virasat
bhi’ (Progress along with Heritage),”
Radhakrishnan said. He said India’s
rich traditions were reflected in festi-
vals celebrated across the country, cit-
ing Onam in Keralam, the Rath Yatra
in Puri and the Kanwar Yatra during
the Sawan month in northern India.

“These traditions and our Onam
always go together. We may differ geo-
graphically and speak different lan-
guages, but our culture keeps us united.
In my view, our diversity is the greatest
strength of Bharat,” he said. PTI

SHARED PROGRESS
Lucknow’s development

linked to UP’s progress:
Rajnath Singh

LUCKNOW: Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Sunday said Lucknow’s
development was closely linked to
Uttar Pradesh’s progress and praised
state Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
for extending full cooperation to
development projects in the state
capital. Speaking at an event for the
foundation laying of 12 projects aimed
at developing Lucknow Cantonment
as a model cantonment, Singh said
the projects represented more than
construction works and were a com-
mitment towards the cantonment’s
future. He said cooperation between
the Centre and the state government
helped accelerate development.

The projects include initia-
tives for a cleaner cantonment,
improved water supply, better edu-
cational opportunities for children,
enhanced sporting facilities for
youth, healthcare, modern technol-
ogy and improved traffic and parking
management, he said. PTI

COURT RULING
NIA court awards

7 years to man in terror

conspiracy case

BENGALURU: An NIA court sentenced
a man to seven years of rigorous
imprisonment for his involvement in
an ISIS-linked terror conspiracy aimed
at carrying out targeted killings to pro-
voke communal riots, an official state-
ment issued on Sunday said.
According to the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) investigation,
the conspiracy was masterminded by
Mehaboob Pasha, the prime accused in
the case, who conducted several meet-
ings at his residence in Gurappana-
palya, Bengaluru. In these meetings,
the accused planned targeted killings to
incite communal riots and further the
anti-national agenda of the proscribed
ISIS terror organisation, the statement
added. Convicted accused Syed Fasiur
Rehaman alias Syed Faseeh Ur Rehman
participated in these conspiracy meet-
ings and purchased tents and knives
from a Decathlon Sports store for jun-
gle-camp training of Al-Hind group
members, the statement noted. PTI

PROUD MOMENT

‘Assam to get country’s first govt Proton Beam
Therapy Centre at Rs 600 crore’

GUWAHATI: Assam is set to become the
third state in the country to have a Pro-
ton Beam Therapy Centre for cancer
treatment and the first in the govern-
ment sector, entailing an investment of
Rs 600 crore, Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Sunday.
Addressing a press conference after
a state cabinet meeting here, Sarma
said the highly advanced facility would
be established in Guwahati and is
expected to boost medical tourism in
the state. The cabinet approved the
establishment of the centre under the
Assam State Secondary Healthcare
Initiative for Service Delivery Transfor-
mation (ASSIST) Project of the Assam
Health Infrastructure Development
& Management Society (AHIDMS), he
said. The project will cost an estimated
Rs 600 crore, of which Rs 315 crore
will be provided as a World Bank loan,
while the state government will contrib-
ute the remaining Rs 285 crore, Sarma
said. “The investment will include the
machine, training and building for

the centre. This will give Assam a new
identity in medical tourism. It will take
a minimum of three years to set up the
facility,” he said.

Sarma said only two Proton Beam
Therapy centres are currently opera-
tional in India -- at Tata Memorial Hos-
pital in Mumbai and Apollo Hospital in
Chennai.“Assam will be the third centre
in India, but the first government cen-
tre. Gauhati Medical College and Hos-
pital will be the first government hos-
pital in the entire country to have this
machine,” he said.

Proton Beam Therapy is an advanced
form of radiation treatment that uses
proton particles to target tumours
while potentially reducing radiation
exposure to surrounding healthy tis-
sues. The chief minister said there are
around 40 Proton Beam Therapy cen-
tres across the world. In March 2024,
the state government inaugurated a
new cancer hospital developed in asso-
ciation with the Tata Group at a cost of
nearly Rs 400 crore. PTI
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“From the beginning of my career, I had
no options in regular mainstream cliched
roles, which are actually money-spinners for
actresses. I didn’t get those kinds of roles; hence
I took the other type of roles, and to my luck,
those films and roles later became mainstream.

L)

Taapsee Pannu
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O°I''I'Watch

Season 2
promises darker
lwisls

Thukra Ke Mera Pyaar Sea-
son 2 returns with darker
twists as Shanvika faces
danger, Kuldeep battles
guilt and political enemies,
and Mala threatens their
complicated bond. The
teaser promises betrayal,
revenge, romance and
shocking revelations.

India Ke
op 1% to test
logic skills

Anil Kapoor is set to host
new game reality show
India Ke Top 1%, pre-
miering September 19 on
Star Plus and JioHotstar.
The Indian adaptation
of The 1% Club tests
contestants’ logic and
observation skills.

Arjun Rampal to
lead Billionaire
series

Arjun Rampal will
headline Billionaire,
an Amazon MX Player
series inspired loosely
by Vijay Mallya. The
fictional drama begins
filming in November,
exploring ambition,
wealth, power, busi-
ness and the personal
costs of success.

Krystle D’Souza’s
smartest move yet

Krystle D’Souza reaches
The Traitors Season 2
finale as the only original
Traitor, earning Karan
Johar’s praise for her
clever gameplay. Her
calculated moves have
helped her avoid suspi-
cion and survive.

Rannvijay returns
as Roadies
gels reborn

Roadies REBIRTH
brings back OG host
Rannvijay Singha for
Season 21, promising
fresh challenges, grit
and unpredictability.

Auditions will be held
across Delhi, Chandi-
garh, Kolkata and Pune
in September.

CLOSE UP

Rakul Preet reveals why opted

to portray ‘Surpanakha’

Rakul opens up about the intriguing layers she found in Surpanakha.

Central Chronicle News

Her role explores the
character beyond
her familiar por-
trayal as antagonist.

akul Preet Singh is
all set to portray
urpanakha in the

much-awaited epic Rama-
yana, and the actress has
revealed what made her
say yes to the challenging
role. Rather than por-
traying Ravana’s sister as
a straightforward antago-
nist, Rakul was drawn to
the character’s complex-
ity and the opportunity
to explore dimensions
that are rarely high-
lighted. She explained
that every interpreta-
tion of mythological
characters can offer a
fresh perspective while
remaining rooted in the
original text. For Rakul,
Surpanakha’s personality
offered plenty to explore,
from her beauty and con-
fidence to her ego and
emotional layers. Read-
ing the script also intro-
duced Rakul to several
aspects of Surpanakha’s
life that she had not pre-
viously encountered.
The film explores her
journey before and after
her encounter with Ram,
including how she meets
him and the events sur-
rounding her confron-
tation with Lakshman.
These unexplored por-
tions of Surpanakha’s
story were among the
reasons Rakul connected
with the role,

Rakul Preet Singh
as Surpanakha in
Ramayana.

giving her an opportunity to
approach the character beyond
the familiar portrayal of her as
an antagonist. Ramayana fea-
tures an impressive ensemble
cast, with Ranbir Kapoor play-
ing Ram, Sai Pallavi as Sita and
Yash as Ravana. Ravie Dubey
and Sunny Deol also feature in
key roles. The ambitious adap-
tation has generated consider-
able interest, with audiences
eager to see the epic recreated
on a grand cinematic scale.
Rakul’s portrayal of Surpanakha

intriguing

is expected to bring another

dimension to the

story by exploring her emotions,
motivations and lesser-known
experiences. For the actress,
the role represents an opportu-
nity to take on a character with
considerable dramatic depth
while presenting a perspective
that audience may not have
seen before. Ramayana: Part 1 is
scheduled to release in cinemas
on November 6, 2026, making it
one of the most anticipated epic
films of the year.

Madhuri begins new chapler with
‘Kon Honar Crorepali’

Central Chronicle News

adhuri Dixit is
stepping into a
new role as the

host of Kon Honar Crore-
pati, the Marathi adap-
tation of the popular
quiz show Kaun Banega
Crorepati. After decades
of entertaining audi-
ences as an actor, dancer
and performer, Madhuri
says the opportunity
appealed to her because
of the human stories
behind the game. The
actress revealed that she
was immediately drawn
to the chance to connect
with contestants, hear
their stories and under-

LIGHT

Madhuri Dixit returns
to television, embracing
a fresh hosting
challenge.

Contestants’ journeys
and aspirations make
the show special for
Madhuri.

stand their dreams and
aspirations. For Mad-
huri, the show is about
more than answering
questions and winning
money. She believes it is
also about confidence,
courage and the ability
to dream big. Hosting

will also allow viewers
to see a different side of
the celebrated actress.
Unlike acting, where
she steps into a charac-
ter, Madhuri will be able
to simply be herself on
the show. She believes
audiences will witness a

more spontaneous and
natural side of her per-
sonality through conver-
sations with contestants.
Madhuri is particularly
looking forward to the
emotions, laughter, sur-
prises and unpredict-
able interactions that
come with every epi-
sode. Her return to tele-
vision hosting marks an
interesting new chapter
in her long career. Kon
Honar Crorepati also
marks Madhuri’s televi-
sion hosting comeback
after 24 years. She pre-
viously hosted Kahin Na
Kahin Koi Hai. The Mar-
athi edition has earlier
been hosted by person-

Madhuri Dixit talks about hosting
Kon Honar Crorepati

alities including Sachin
Khedekar, Swapnil Joshi
and Nagraj Manjule.

The makers have
already released the
first promo, featuring
Madhuri in a traditional
Maharashtrian  avatar.
With her warmth, ele-
gance and ability to
connect with people,
her hosting debut is
expected to bring a fresh
energy to the beloved
quiz show format. As
contestants take the hot
seat, she hopes to share
their special moments
with audiences every-
where.

CineBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

Web Series
Alicia Vikander joins cast of
Enigma variations series

Oscar winner Alicia Vikander is joining Aaron
Taylor-Johnson in Netflix’s upcoming limited
series adaptation of André Aciman’s novel
Enigma Variations. Taylor-Johnson will play
Paul, a man whose identity evolves through a
series of romantic relationships over six trans-
formative years, while Vikander will portray
Claire. The series will follow Paul’s encoun-
ters across Italy, New York and New England,
exploring desire, relationships and the search
for lasting love. Riley Keough, Devon Terrell,
Nicholas Podany and Carl Clemons-Hopkins
also star, alongside Sarah Pidgeon, Peter Her-
mann, Juliana Canfield and Francesca Cavallin.

Hol Pair
Shabana and Javed’s marriage
is more than romance

Shabana Azmi and Javed Akhtar have built a
relationship that goes beyond the idea of a
picture-perfect marriage. In a candid inter-
view, Shabana admitted that the couple has
had “huge fights” and that their marriage is
not always “hunky dory.” Yet, she believes
their deep friendship, shared worldview and
similar ideologies keep them connected. Sha-
bana also spoke warmly about Javed’s former
wife, Honey Irani, praising her maturity and
generosity. Despite facing criticism when
their relationship began, Shabana and Javed
have remained together for decades, proving
that understanding, friendship and mutual
respect can help relationships evolve through
life’s challenges.

Music
Hrithik’s son Hrehaan
launches his musical career

Hrehaan Roshan, son of Bollywood star Hrithik
Roshan, has made his music debut with his
first independent single, This Heavenly Place.
Sung in English, the soulful track features Hre-
haan on vocals and guitar, with lyrics exploring
love, relationships, and mistakes and making
amends. The accompanying black-and-white
video keeps the presentation intimate and
acoustic, allowing his music to remain the
focus. His debut received warm reactions from
family and friends, including proud messages
from Hrithik Roshan, Rakesh Roshan, Sus-
sanne Khan and Saba Azad. Released across
Spotify, YouTube and Apple Music, the song
offers listeners a glimpse of Hrehaan’s musical
talent and marks his first step towards estab-
lishing an independent identity.

Trending on Insta

@Kritisanon
Kriti Sanon celebrates Rakhi

with sister Nupur

Kriti Sanon celebrated Rakshabandhan with Sis-
ter Nupur Sanon, sharing a festive picture amid
controversy surrounding her advertisement
outfit. Referencing the debate, Kriti jokingly
mentioned the “Rakhi fashion committee” while
highlighting the festival’s spirit.
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AWARENESS

Stress
symptoms are
both divergent

and acute

Headaches, tension and
stomach troubles may signal
more than discomfort.

tress does not always
S announce itself as feeling
overwhelmed. The body
and mind can quietly signal that
pressure has been building.
The World Health Organisation
(WHO) says recognising these
changes can help people pause,
slow down and respond before
stress starts affecting daily life.
Here are eight signs worth
noticing:
Headaches
Frequent headaches can
appear when the body remains
tense or under prolonged pres-
sure.
Neck and shoulder pain
Stress can contribute to mus-
cle tension, leaving them tight
or uncomfortable.
Back pain
Persistent stress may be
accompanied by physical ten-
sion that contributes to back
discomfort.
Muscle tension
A body that feels constantly
tight or clenched can be
responding to sustained stress.
Stomach discomfort
Stress can affect the diges-
tive system, leading to an upset
stomach or a heavy feeling in
the abdomen.

HIGHLIGHT

® These everyday
symptoms can
sometimes accompany
periods of heightened
stress.

Common signs of hidden stress.

Loss of appetite

Changes in eating patterns,
including reduced appetite, can
accompany periods of stress.

A lump in the throat

Some people may expe-
rience a sensation of having
something stuck or a lump in
the throat when stressed.

Difficulty relaxing or
making decisions

Stress can make it harder to
switch off, concentrate or make
decisions, while anxiety and
irritation may become more
noticeable.

These symptoms are not
proof that stress is the cause.
Headaches, pain, digestive
problems and appetite changes
can have several underlying
reasons. If symptoms persist,
worsen or interfere with every-
day life, consulting a healthcare

professional is advisable.
Simple pauses can help cre-
ate breathing space. Slow, deep
breaths, a short walk, stepping
away from a stressful situation,
talking to someone trusted,
breaking large tasks into
smaller steps and making time
to rest can all support healthier
ways of managing pressure.

Walking pads for active

home routines

Walking pads are becoming
popular among people looking for
convenient ways to stay active at
home, particularly those with sed-
entary routines or limited time for
outdoor exercise. An orthopaedic
expert says walking is a low-im-
pact activity that supports joint
movement, muscles and overall
fitness. A walking pad can make
it easier to add movement during
work breaks or when weather
limits outdoor walks. However,
it should not replace a complete
fitness routine. Strength training,

= —. stretching and balance exercises
gp remain important for joint health.
Beginners  should gradually

increase their pace and duration,
while maintain proper posture and wear supportive footwear for
safer, more effective workouts.

HYDRATION RISKS

The health effects of over hvdration

NG |

Water is essential for hydration,
digestion, temperature regulation
and several vital body functions.
However, drinking excessive amounts
can also pose health risks. Overhy-
dration, or water intoxication, can
dilute sodium levels in the blood
and disrupt the body’s electrolyte
balance. In severe cases, excess fluid
may cause cells to swell, including
' brain cells. Warning signs can include
nausea, bloating, headaches, drows-
A iness, muscle weakness, cramps,
N dizziness, confusion and swelling in
Y the hands or feet. Experts suggest
following thirst cues and using urine
colour as a general hydration guide.
Water requirements vary depending
on activity, climate, diet, medications
and individual health conditions.

The right carbs szltpporlt optimum health

Central Chronicle News

Carbohydrates can
support good health
when you choose
nutritious, fibre-rich
sources wisely.

arbohydrates
often get blamed
for weight gain,

blood sugar spikes and
failed diets. But nutri-
tion experts say remov-
ing carbs completely is

attention to portions. can be easier to overeat.

unnecessary for most
people. Carbohydrates
are an important source
of energy and can be
part of a balanced,
healthy diet. The key
is choosing the right
sources and paying

Not all carbohydrates
are the same. Refined
carbohydrates  found
in foods such as sugary
cereals, biscuits, pas-
tries, white bread and
many packaged snacks
are often low in fibre and

Eating them frequently
may also make it harder
to maintain  steady
energy levels. Healthier
carbohydrate  choices
include whole grains,
millets, oats, brown
rice, whole-wheat roti,

Making carbs part of healthier eating

beans, lentils, vegetables
and whole fruits. These
foods provide carbohy-
drates along with fibre,
vitamins, minerals and
other nutrients. Fibre
can also support diges-
tion and help you feel
fuller for longer. For

more often can improve over-
all nutritional quality without
eliminating familiar foods.

Portion size also matters.
Even  nutritious  carbohy-
drate-rich foods can contribute
excess calories when eaten in
large quantities. Pairing carbo-
hydrates with protein, healthy
fats and vegetables can create
a more balanced meal and may
help with satiety.

The goal is not to fear car-
bohydrates but to understand
them. A healthy diet can

Indian meals, simple include carbs while prioritising

swaps can make a differ-
ence. Choosing a whole-
wheat or millet roti
instead of refined-flour
options, adding vegeta-
bles and dal to meals,
and selecting brown rice
or other whole grains

minimally processed, fibre-rich
sources. Individual nutritional
needs vary, especially for peo-
ple with diabetes or other
health conditions, so person-
alised advice from a qualified
healthcare professional may be
helpful.

Tips

SMOOTHIES PACKED WITH ANTIOXIDANTS

-
»

-
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Berry Blast Smoothie
Ingredients

% cup mixed berries, % cup plain yoghurt, 1 tsp
chia seeds, and % cup milk or water.

Instructions

Add berries, yoghurt, chia seeds and milk to a
blender. Blend until smooth and creamy. Serve
immediately, without adding sugar.

Benefits

Berries provide antioxidants that support the
body’s defence against oxidative stress. Yoghurt
adds protein, while chia seeds provide fibre and
healthy fats. Together, these ingredients make a
smoothie that complements a balanced diet and
supports skin and hair nutrition.

Ingredients

1 cup spinach, % cucumber,

1 kiwi, % banana, and % cup
coconut water or plain water.
Instructions

Wash and chop the
ingredients. Add everything
to a blender and blend until smooth. Serve.
Benefits

Spinach provides folate and vitamin C, while kiwi
adds vitamin C and natural sweetness. Cucumber
contributes hydration, and banana provides
carbohydrates and potassium. This nutrient-rich
combination supports nutrition and healthy skin
and hair. It is a way to include vegetables and
fruit in your routine.

Tropical Hair
Smoothie

Ingredients

5 cUp Mango, ¥ cup
papaya, % cup Greek
yoghurt, and 1 tbsp
pumpkin seeds.
Instructions

Add mango, papaya,
Greek yoghurt and
pumpkin seeds to a
blender. Blend until
smooth. Add water
or milk if needed,
then serve fresh.
Benefits

Mango, papaya
provide vitamins
and antioxidants,
while Greek yoghurt adds protein. Pumpkin
seeds contribute zinc, healthy fats and other
nutrients. This creamy smoothie includes fruit,
protein and seeds while supporting healthy
hair and skin nutrition within a balanced diet.

Ingredients

% avocado, 1 small
banana, % cup
unsweetened milk, and 1
tsp chia or flax seeds.
Instructions

Scoop avocado into a
blender. Add banana,
milk and seeds, and then blend until creamy and
smooth. Serve immediately.

Benefits

Avocado provides monounsaturated fats, while chia
or flax seeds add fibre and omega-3 fatty acids.
Banana contributes carbohydrates and potassium.
Together, these ingredients create a filling smoothie
with healthy fats and nutrients. Enjoy it as a
balanced breakfast or snack option regularly daily.

-

Nutty Protein
Smoothie

Ingredients
1 banana, % cup milk
or unsweetened soy
milk, 1 tbsp peanut
or almond butter, 4
soaked almonds, and
cinnamon.
. Instructions
Add all ingredients
to a blender and
blend until smooth.
Adjust consistency
s with a little milk if

. needed. Serve fresh.
Benefits
Milk or soy milk and
nut butter provide
protein, while almonds contribute healthy fats
and nutrients. Banana adds natural sweetness.
This smoothie works well for breakfast or
after exercise, making a fruit-based drink more
balanced and filling.
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Pacers dominate opening day of
Duleep Trophy semifinals

Mukesh Kumar, Abhijit Sarkar and Vidwath Kaverappa spearheaded impressive bowling displays as
seamers firmly controlled both Duleep Trophy semifinals on Sunday’s opening day in Bengaluru.

Press Trust Of India

Mukesh and Sarkar
claimed three wickets
each as Central Zone
made 266.

BENGALURU: India pacer
Mukesh Kumar and Abhi-
jit Sarkar claimed three
wickets each as East Zone
dismissed Central Zone
for 266 on Sunday, while
Vidwath Kaverappa’s four-
wicket haul helped South
Zone bowl out North
Zone for 195 in the other
Duleep Trophy semifinal.

East Zone captain
Ishan Kishan elected to
field, and his bowlers
justified the decision by
striking regularly. Mukesh
returned 3/56 and Sarkar
took 3/38, while Moham-
med Shami and off-spin-
ner Kounain Quraishi
collected two wickets
apiece. Central Zone lost
half its side for 125 by the
45th over and struggled to
build lasting partnerships.

Rinku Singh top-scored
with 60 from 88 deliver-
ies, while opener Aryan
Juyal contributed 46.
Rinku and Harsh Dubey
added 55 for the sixth
wicket before Quraishi
trapped Dubey leg before
for 27. Saransh Jain and
Aryan Pandey failed to
convert promising starts,
although Yash Thakur
struck a brisk 30 from
26 balls before Central
folded in 80.1 overs.

At another venue, Kav-
erappa produced 4/66
as South Zone restricted

East Zone’s Mohammed Shami celebrates with teammates after taking a wicket during the Duleep Trophy Semi-final one cricket match between Central

North Zone to 195. MD
Nidheesh and Tanay
Thyagarajan grabbed two
wickets each, with Kavuri
Saiteja and Shreyas Gopal
sharing the remaining dis-
missals.

North opener Qamran
Igbal displayed patience
and resolve during his
76 off 182 balls, hitting
10 fours and a six while
wickets  fell  steadily
around him. Nidheesh
removed Sanat Sangwan,
Saiteja dismissed Ayush
Doseja and Thyagara-

jan accounted for Ayush
Badoni and captain
Kanhaiya Wadhawan.
Igbal’s resistance ended
when Kaverappa had
him caught behind with
a short delivery before
clearing the lower order.
South  Zone then
endured problems of
its own, closing at 40/2.
Anshul Kamboj bowled
Ricky Bhui for five, while
Gurnoor Brar trapped
Shaik Rasheed leg before
without scoring. Narayan
Jagadeesan remained

unbeaten on 34 from 58
balls, accompanied by
captain Tilak Varma, who
had yet to score.

Seamers claimed
eight of the 12 wickets at
Ground 2, taking advan-
tage of movement avail-
able with the new ball.
Bhui and Jagadeesan
resisted for nearly an hour
before Kamboj produced
a delivery that moved
back sharply and crashed
into Bhui’s stumps. Brar
then straightened one
off the surface to dismiss

Zone and East Zone. Photo: PTI

Rasheed.

South remained 155
runs behind at stumps,
leaving both contests
intriguingly placed after
a day dominated by disci-
plined bowling. East Zone
gained the clearer advan-
tage after dismissing Cen-
tral, but South must now
rely on Jagadeesan and
Varma to reduce the def-
icit.

With pitches assisting
seam and batters forced
to show patience, day two
promises battles.

Shubhankar
drops in third
round at British
Masters

BELFRY: Indian golfer
Shubhankar  Sharma
was unable to build on
his fine performance on
the opening two days
as he managed only an
even par 72 in the third
round of the Husqvarna
British Masters. With a
total of 4-under for 54
holes, he was down to
T-33 after being T-13 at
the halfway stage. The
29-year-old Sharma
had four birdies, two
on either side of the
Belfry but also had a
couple of bogeys and
a double bogey. Marco
Penge and Daniel Hiller
shared the lead head-
ing into the final round.
Events at The Belfry
have been disrupted by
weather all week but
there were no delays on
Saturday as the second
round was completed
and the final group
reached the sixth in the
third.

Press Trust Of India

qualifying campaign against Syria

Blue Colts seek his-
toric breakthrough
against experienced
Syria in crucial quali-
fying opener.

TASHKENT: India will
begin its AFC Under-20
Asian Cup China 2027
qualifying campaign
against Syria at Do’stlik
Stadium on Monday, seek-
ing its first victory over the
West Asian side.

The Blue Colts have
faced Syria twice at this
level, losing 1-0 in 1996 and
2-1in 2004. Syria, coached
by Dutchman Arno Buiten-
weg, won the continental
under-19 title in 1994 and
qualified for the previous
two Asian Cups.

India coach Mahesh
Gawali said his players
respect Syria but will con-
centrate on their own foot-
ball. He stressed organisa-

|[BLUE COLTS READY|

India set to begin AFC U-20 Asian Cup

[}

tion without possession,
disciplined play and con-
verting opportunities dur-
ing the entire match.
India shares Group B
with hosts Uzbekistan and
Bangladesh. Only group
winners and the seven
best runners-up across
eight groups will qualify.
India hopes to return to
the tournament for the
first time since 2006, hav-

INDIA BEGIN ASIAN GUP QUALIFYING QUEST

Vs

Return to the
AFC U20 Asian Cup
far the first fame

4 umbeaten friendiag
Jwing + 1 draw

ing shared the 1974 title
with Iran.

The Blue Colts nar-
rowly missed the previous
edition on goal difference.
Defender Malemngamba
Singh Thokchom is the
only player retained from
that squad.

Preparations began
with trials in June and
continued through an
extended camp. India

Syriawon both
previces meetings

1096 10« 2004; 21

e mm—
Inda Syrin  lizbekist Bangladass

QUALIFICATION

@'® @ Group winners + seven
WD best nemers-up whance

then remained unbeaten

in four August friendlies,
defeating Singapore twice,
drawing with Yemen and
winning the second meet-
ing.

The squad arrived in
Tashkent on Thursday and
completed three training
sessions to adjust to hot
afternoons and cooler eve-
nings. Kick-off is sched-
uled for 4.30pm IST.

| HALL OF FAME |
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NEW DELHI: Newport
(USA): Roger Federer was
brought to tears numerous
times during his induction
speech at the International
Tennis Hall of Fame on Sat-
urday.

As sunset crept in at
Newport’s grass horse-
shoe court at the entrance
of the Hall, the 45-year-
old Federer, dressed in
a tan suit, strolled up to
the stage for his speech,

kissed and hugged his
wife, Mirka, who had just
introduced him, and real-
ized what a challenge it
was going to be.

“Oh man,” were the
first words from the first
man ever to win 20 Grand
Slam singles titles. “This
is very high level and a
tough act to follow.”

He joked: “I don’t know
if you have been practic-
ing secretly” before prais-
ing his wife’s presenta-
tion of the 272nd Hall of

W¥ay

OO

I’m thrilled to have
made the journey
here. It’s amazing

to see yourselfin a
place like this. To
immerse yourself

in the history of the

sport means a lot to
me.

Roger Federer
Tennis great

Federer brought to tears during his induction into ‘lennis Hall of Fame

Famer.

Federer was inducted
along with Mary Carillo,
a broadcaster and former
player, who was presented
by Hall of Famer Billie

Jean King.
Federer, called the
“Swiss Maestro”  during

the Hall’s first red-carpet
show, which began on
center court about 90 min-
utes before the start of the
induction ceremony, told
the crowd that he “was a
little stressed to be honest.”

Early setbacks can provide

valuable preparation,
allowing the body and

ahead.

Novak Djokovic
Tennis Champion

mind to become fully ready
for the greater challenges

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

CHAMPIONING INDIAN SQUASH

Abhay Singh claims thirteenth PSA
tour title after Malaysian triumph

NEW DELHI: Top seed Abhay Singh
clinched the Tuanku Muhriz Tro-
phy squash event, a USD 15,000 PSA
Challenger event in Negeri Sembilan,
Malaysia on Sunday, defeating third
seed Henry Leung of Hong Kong
in five games. World no. 24 Singh
defeated Leung, ranked 59 in the
world, 11-7 6-11 3-11 11-5 12-10 to bag

i | £ S 3

his 13th PSA Tour title in 18 finals.
Singh defeated the Malaysian trio of
Ameeshenraj Chandaran (9/16) 7-11
11-9 11-7 7-11 11-3 in the semifinals, Md
Syafiq Kamal 11-4 11-13 11-5 11-5 in the
quarterfinals and Low Wa Sern 8-11
11-2 11-6 11-2 in the second round fol-
lowing a first-round bye en route to
the final. PTI

PAKISTAN BATTING CRISIS

Yousuf blames misguided coaching for
Pakistan’s continuing batting decline crisis

KARACHI: Former Test captain Muham-
mad Yousuf has blamed Pakistan’s batting
decline on coaches who he says ignored
technical weaknesses and obstructed
corrective work with Babar Azam and
other players. Yousuf said he identified
flaws years ago, but coaches around the
squad prevented him from addressing
them before they became serious prob-
lems. Calling such coaches “poison for
the game,” he accused them of lacking
vision, blocking progress and mislead-
ing talented cricketers. He warned that
players must choose their advisers care-
fully or risk shortened careers. Yousuf
said Pakistan’s technical deficiencies
had been exposed from Bangladesh to
England, contributing to repeated col-
lapses and poor results. The criticism
follows Pakistan’s Leeds Test defeat and
growing public divisions among former
national cricketers.PTI

MARTINEZ JOINS CHELSEA

Chelsea recruit Argentina World Cup

winner Martinez

sl gy s S
LONDON: Chelsea have confirmed the
signing of Argentina goalkeeper Emiliano
Martinez from Aston Villa on a three-year
contract. The 33-year-old World Cup
winner described the move as an easy
decision for his family and said he was
eager to bring his winning mentality to
Stamford Bridge. Martinez is expected
to become the first-choice goalkeeper
in Xabi Alonso’s squad after Robert San-

0

i .

n three-year deal

chez

Villa had already recruited Japan inter-
national Zion Suzuki from Parma, clear-
ing the way for Martinez’s departure.
Argentina’s regular goalkeeper since
2021, he has earned 67 international caps
and helped his country win the 2022
World Cup and two Copa America titles.
Martinez made 256 appearances for
Villa, winning Europa League in May. PTI

MESSI’S FOUR-GOAL MASTERCLASS

Lionel Messi scores 4 goals, adds assist
to lead Inter Miami to 7-1 romp

3

MIAMI: Lionel Messi scored four goals
and supplied an assist as Inter Miami
overwhelmed CF Montreal 7-1 on Sat-
urday night. Messi broke a 1-1 deadlock
with a 40th-minute free kick before
adding three second-half goals. The
reigning MLS Golden Boot winner
reached 18 goals for the season after
beginning the match two behind Dal-
las striker Petar Musa. Carlos Casimiro

-

-

opened the scoring with a header from
Telasco Segovia’s corner before Fabian
Herbers equalised for Montreal. Luis
Suarez later converted Messi’s assist for
his 11th goal, while rookie Alexander
Shaw registered his first league strike.
Goalkeeper Dayne St. Clair made three
saves as Miami ended a difficult August
by securing its fifth consecutive victory
over Montreal in style. PTI
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Shafali 64, Iate Kranti Gaud hlitz take
India to 199/9 aginst Thailand

Shafali’s blazing 64 powered India’s rapid start, but Suleeporn Laomi inspired Thailand’s
spinners to restrict the seven-time champions to just 159/9 in Dubai on Sunday.

Press Trust Of India

India collapsed from
100/2 as Laomi’s three
wickets dismantled
their middle order.

DUBAL: Shafali Verma
smashed a belligerent 64
before Thailand’s spinners,
led by Suleeporn Laomi’s
three-wicket burst, trig-
gered an inexplicable col-
lapse to restrict seven-time
champions India to 159/9
in their Women’s Asia Cup
opener here on Sunday.

Asked to bat, India raced
to 100 in 10 overs, with Sha-
fali smashing her 19th T20I
fifty off just 26 balls.

The opener hit eight
fours and three sixes in her
36-ball 64 and looked set to
propel India to a 200-plus
total before the innings
unravelled.

India lost four wick-
ets for 21 runs as Laomi’s
variations, drift and flight
exposed the middle order.

The 28-year-old leg-spin-
ner finished with 3/26,
including two wickets in
two balls off Shafali and
Richa Ghosh, while off-spin-
ner Sunida Chaturongrat-
tana claimed 2/31.

Smriti Mandhana got
India off to a flying start,
taking 13 runs from the first
over with three boundaries
off Phannita Maya.

She raced to 19 off 10
balls before a brilliant direct

hit from Suwanchonrathi
from long-on caught the
Indian vice-captain short
while attempting a second
run.

But Shafali continued

to dominate. She took on
left-arm spinner Thipatcha
Putthawong with successive
boundaries before advanc-
ing down the track to hit
Sunida for a six and a four.

i,

She then charged Laomi
and cleared long-off for a
six to bring up her half-cen-
tury.

India were cruising at
100/2 after 10 overs when

Laomi struck to remove
debutant Pratika Rawal,
who was cleaned up for 22
off 18 balls by a delivery that
darted back in and crashed
into her leg stump.

Rawal was drafted into
the playing XI in place
of the injured Jemimah
Rodrigues and failed to con-
vert a promising start.

Captain ~ Harmanpreet
Kaur then fell for five, edg-
ing a sweep to give Put-
thawong her 170th T20I
wicket and further cement
her status as the leading
wicket-taker in women’s
T20Is.

The biggest blow came
in the following over when
Laomi struck twice in two
balls.

Shafali attempted to take
on a slower, tossed-up deliv-
ery but chipped a return
catch to the bowler.

Richa then fell for a
duck, driving another full
delivery straight to extra
cover.

Deepti Sharma, play-
ing her 150th T20I and
becoming only the third
Indian after Harmanpreet
Kaur and Smriti to reach
the landmark, was run out
for five as Laomi capped a
superb spell with a sharp
throw.

Sunida then  com-
pounded India’s troubles
in the 17th over, dismissing
Bharti Fulmali for 13 and
Prema Rawat for six in the
space of four balls.

Cole Palmer scores again for
Chelsea in second straight win
in Premier League

Press Trust Of India

Resurgent play-
maker seals Chelsea’s
dramatic victory,
strengthening hopes
of rediscovering his
form.

LONDON: Cole Palmer
showed more signs of a
return to his top form by
completing the scoring
for Chelsea in its wild 4-3
win over Brighton in the
Premier League on Sun-
day.

The playmaker was a
revelation in the 2023-24
season — his first at Chel-
sea — when scoring 22
league goals but he has
struggled with injuries
and a loss of form since,
culminating in Palmer
missing out on a place
in England’s World Cup
squad this summer.

In front of England
coach Thomas Tuchel,
Palmer ran 30 meters
before curling home a
shot from the edge of the
area for Chelsea’s fourth
goal at Stamford Bridge
to end Brighton’s realistic
hopes of a comeback in
an end-to-end thriller.

Romeo Lavia and
Pedro Neto put Chelsea
2-0 ahead by the 14th
minute before Joao Pedro
added a third in the 32nd
for Xabi Alonso’s team.

Malick Yalcouyé pulled
a goal back for Brigh-
ton just before halftime,
and the visitors further
reduced the deficit when
Pedro deflected a cross

from Pascal Gross into his
own net in the 63rd.

Palmer’s goal clinched
a second straight vic-
tory for Chelsea, which
opened its league cam-
paign by beating Fulham
3-2 on Monday. Palmer
scored in that game, too.

Brighton netted its
third, through Gross,
with the last kick of the
game.

A negative for Chelsea
was an injury to key mid-
fielder Moises Caicedo,
who lasted just 14 min-
utes after his return to
the team as a second-half
substitute.

Emi Martinez played
as goalkeeper for Chel-
sea hours after complet-
ing his move from Aston
Villa.

In other matches, Sun-
derland beat Fulham 1-0
thanks to substitute Wil-
son Isidor’s goal for a first
win of the season and
Dominic  Calvert-Lewin
scored Leeds’ equalizer
in a 1-1 draw with Brent-
ford.

Manchester United
hosts Ipswich later, look-
ing to rebound from an
opening-round loss to
another promoted team
in Hull.

|ODI WORLD CUP|

Tilak Varma could be India’s
answer to middle-order concerns

Press Trust Of India

Left-handed batter’s
developing off-spin
strengthens his case as
Shreyas Iyer’s poten-
tial backup.

NEW DELHI: Tilak Varma
is emerging as a potential
middle-order option in
India’s ODI plans, particu-
larly as cover for Shreyas
Iyer ahead of next year’s
World Cup.

The 23-year-old left-
hander offers variety in a
batting unit dominated by
right-handers. His ability
to operate within the top
six, alongside his devel-
oping off-spin, could help
India address multiple
selection concerns.

Team management has
encouraged Tilak to focus

more on bowhng because
India lack dependable
options among their lead-
ing batters. That shortage
has increased pressure on
specialist bowlers and low-
er-order players.

Fitness concerns sur-
rounding Hardik Pandya,
Nitish Kumar Reddy and
Iyer have strengthened the
need for versatile reserves.
Senior  players  Rohit

Sharma, Virat Kohli and KL
Rahul will also be older by
the tournament.

Selectors now prefer
preparing younger players
in familiar roles instead
of forcing specialist open-
ers into unfamiliar mid-
dle-order positions. Tilak’s
youth, fielding, fitness and
dual-skill potential there-
fore enhance his pros-
pects.

Hyderabad
Marathon
draws over
12,000 runners

HYDERABAD: More than
12,000 runners took part
in the 15th edition of the
NMDC Hyderabad Mara-
thon on Sunday, with over
8,500 participants run-
ning the 21-km half mara-
thon and more than 3,500
taking on the full 42.2-km
distance. In the Women’s
Elite category, Ethiopia’s
Emane Seifu emerged as
the champion followed
by Ethiopia’s Tsega Desta
(second), while Kenya’s
Teresiah Omosa secured
third place. In the Men’s
Elite category, Ethiopia’s
Seboka Negusse emerged
as the champion, followed
by Kenya’s Felix Kimutai
(second), while compa-
triot Francis Cheruiyot
secured third place, a
release said.

| CAPTAINCY CHANGE HURTS |

Survakumar reveals [)am after skock India captaincy sacking
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World Cup-win-
ning skipper admits
disappointment but
supports successor
Shreyas Iyer whole-
heartedly publicly.

NEW DELHI: Former
T20I captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav has opened
up about the shock and
disappointment he felt
after being removed from
captaincy despite guiding
India to the T20 World
Cup title at home.
Suryakumar was sub-
sequently left out of
India’s T20I squad for
the United Kingdom tour,
which featured matches
against Ireland and
England. Shreyas Iyer
was appointed the new
T20I captain following
his successful stint with

Punjab Kings in the IPL. .

Suryakumar said he
spent nearly two months
struggling to understand
what had happened.

“I sat at home for
40-50 days. I was doing
nothing, and I was com-
pletely shocked. I was
thinking, what should I
do now? Do I want to play
or not?” he told former
India cricketer Aakash
Chopra on his YouTube
channel.

“A lot was going on in

my mind. One day, sud-

denly my wife said, ‘Just
think about why you
started playing this game
20 years ago? Because
you were mad for this
game. Then bring that
passion back again.””

The 35-year-old Mum-
bai batter has established
himself as one of India’s
leading T20I run-scor-
ers, accumulating 3,272
runs in 113 matches at
a strike rate of 162.94
and an average of 36.35.

His international record
includes four centuries,
25 fifties and a highest
score of 117.

However, his numbers
have dipped since India’s
2024 T20 World Cup tri-
umph. In his following
42 innings, Suryakumar
has scored 932 runs at
an average of 25.88, with
only six half-centuries.

Despite the setbacks,
Suryakumar said he
deliberately chose not to
react emotionally when
his name was missing
from the squad.

“I smiled like this
when my name was not
there. Whatever cricket
I played throughout the
two years, whenever I
was in situations where
there was pressure and
things were not going
my way, I have always
smiled,” he said.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Promising
pacer Auqib Nabi on Sat-
urday left for the UK to
play three matches for
Surrey in the County
Championship Divi-
sion One with an eye on
India’s tour of New Zea-
land in October.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir pacer was recently

| NABI'S COUNTY OPPORTUNITY|

Auqib Nabi joins Surrey for
three championship matches

drafted into the Indian
squad as a replacement
for the injured Jasprit
Bumrah in the two-Test
series in Sri Lanka but did

not get a chance to make
his debut.

“Nabi has left for the
UK from Dubai and will
look to play their match
against  Yorkshire on
Wednesday,” a source
told PTI.

The leading wick-
et-taker in last season’s
Ranji Trophy which
Jammu and Kashmir won
for the first time, Nabi is

also expected to return in
time for India’s four-day
unofficial Tests against
Australia A in Puduch-
erry. The series starts on
September 22.

It was reported ear-
lier that Surrey were in
search of a swing bowler
and there were talks tak-
ing place to get Nabi play-
ing a few matches for the
club.
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World

Nepal warns of possible fresh
flooding amid devastation

Authorities issued emergency warnings after water levels rose in the Bhotekoshi
River, prompting residents in flood-affected districts to remain on high alert.

Press Trust Of India

DHADING: Authorities in
Nepal warned of possible
fresh flooding on Sunday
and urged residents in
flood-affected districts to
remain on high alert after
water levels rose in the
Bhotekoshi River.

Flood warning notices
were sent to people’s
phones early Sunday as
rescue crews worked to
clear a major highway

connecting Kathmandu
to one of the areas worst
hit by Wednesday’s cat-
astrophic floods, which
killed at least 800 people
and left more than 3,000
missing in Nepal and
Tibet. In Dhading, one
of the worst-hit regions
in Nepal, some resi-
dents began returning
to ruined homes to see
what can be salvaged.
Residents sat in homes
with walls washed away
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® The combined death
toll across Nepal and
Tibet has climbed past
800, with thousands
remaining missing,
including hundreds of
foreign nationals.

by the floods, shovel-
ing sludge-like mud and
rubble off balconies or
window frames. Others
scanned the ground for

items they could pick out
of the mud and rinse off.
One man had returned
for his chickens, which
he found alive.

He tied them up and
put them in the cabin of
his truck. “Everything is
finished. Nothing is left.
Not even our home,”
Sharmila Tamang, a
Dhading resident who
was trying to salvage
items from her home,
told The Associated

A resident looks at the swollen Trishuli river in Galchhi, Dhading District, Nepal, Sunday, Aug. 30, 2026. (AP Photo)

Press. At a key power
plant that was severely
damaged by the floods,
workers started inspect-
ing the facilities Sunday
to survey the destruction.
The plant serves over
20,000 people across
four districts.

In the town of
Galchhi, a group of res-
idents sought higher
ground on a nearby
bridge and watched as
the river roared by.

British woman fatally
stabbed at Germany station

BERLIN: A man sus-
pected of fatally stab-
bing a 3l-year-old Brit-
ish woman with a knife
early Sunday morning
in the southern German
town of Rosenheim was
detained, authorities
said.

The woman, who was
attacked at the Rosen-
heim train station, was
taken to a nearby hos-
pital where she died
due to serious injuries,
Rosenheim police said.
Federal police officers,
called to the scene,
detained the suspect
right after the stabbing.
Police identified him as

a 27-year-old German
man from the nearby
county of Furstenfeld-
bruck. They did not
release the names of the
victim or the suspect in
line with German pri-
vacy rules and said they
were still investigat-
ing the circumstances
and motive behind the
crime.

They asked any wit-
nesses to come forward
and asked whether any-
body had witnessed “an
argument or a physi-
cal altercation” in the
early hours of Satur-
day night into Sunday
atthetrainstation.

| US TELESCOPE LAUNCH |

NASA’s newesl space telescope
launches to explore hidden universe

Press Trust Of India

CAPE CANAVERAL:
NASA’'s newest crown
jewel blasted off Sun-
day to hunt for plan-
ets around other stars,
explore secret dark
energy and survey the
cosmos like never before.

SpaceX launched the
USD 4.3 billion Roman
Space Telescope shortly
after daybreak aboard a
triple-the-firepower Fal-
con Heavy rocket from
Kennedy Space Centre.
Roman blazed toward
an observation point 1

million miles (1.6 million
kilometres) away that’s
home to the Webb Space
Telescope, one of NASA’s
other big-ticket eyes in
the sky. The bus-sized
telescope -- named after
the late Nancy Grace

Roman, NASA’s first
chief astronomer -- will
take more than three
months to reach its des-
tination. Once there,
it will cast the widest
gaze yet on the hidden
parts of the universe
from space, uncovering
the unimaginable with
unsurpassed speed.

“It’s going to find
thousands of superno-
vae, tens of thousands
of planets, billions of
galaxies and tens of
billions of stars,” said
NASA science mission
director Nicky Fox.

“Trade and economic ties between
Russia and neighboring Belarus
are actively developing “despite

external attempts to influence
them.”

Vladimir Putin
Russian President

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST
ICELAND EU POLL
Icelandic voters reject proposal to restart
negotiations to join European Union

REYKJAVIK: Iceland’s voters rejected
a proposal to restart negotiations on
joining the European Union more
than a decade after previous talks
ended, the national broadcaster
reported Sunday. The vote will put
the long-debated issue to rest more
than a decade after a euro-sceptic
government ended EU talks.
Opponents defeated the measure
by a margin of 52.8 to 47.2 per cent,
RUV reported. The capital of Reyk-
javik was the only area in the island
nation of 400,000 people where a
majority supported the referendum.
The vote Saturday was held in
the shadow of US President Donald
Trump’s repeated threats to con-
trol nearby Greenland, which drove
some voters to favour the idea of
European solidarity. Although Ice-

land is a NATO member, supporters
said they would have greater protec-
tion from their neighbours if Trump
ever made similar threats toward the
volcanic island.

Iceland’s left-leaning coali-
tion government, elected in 2024,
moved up the EU referendum it
had planned for next year after
Trump mistakenly named Iceland
four times while speaking about his
designs on Greenland. It was a sim-
ple yes-or-no question for roughly
265,000 eligible voters: Should Ice-
land resume accession negotiations
with the European Union?

The vote count through the
night had the nation on edge as
the “Yes” vote took an early lead
before eventually swinging in favour
of the opposition.

RUSSIA UKRIANE WAR

Death toll rises to 38
from Russia’s deadliest
attack on Ukraine

KYIV: The death toll from a Russian
strike on a warehouse west of Kyiv, the
war’s deadliest attack so far this year,
rose to 38 with four people still missing,
President Zelenskyy said on social media
Sunday. The strike on Friday night on
the warehouse -- an ammunition storage
facility according to Ukrainian officials
-- sparked massive explosions and fires
that swept through dozens of nearby
homes and buildings. Emergency
workers continued to extinguish fires
and identify and neutralise explo-
sive devices at the site in the village of
Myla, Zelenskyy added. He said twenty
people were injured, including two
children. Meanwhile, Russia’s Defence
Ministry said on Sunday it is prepar-
ing to launch “massive strikes” against
Ukraine’s energy infrastructure, follow-
ing a Ukrainian drone campaign against
a retailer dubbed “Russia’s Amazon” as
well as the country’s oil and gas sector,
which Kyiv says both funds and directly
fuels Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.

UK INDIAN STUDENT
Indian-origin child
genius aces math exam
decade earlier in UK

LONDON: A seven-year-old Indian-
origin boy has aced a mathematics
exam almost a decade earlier than
most schoolchildren in the UK and
is already preparing for the next
level. Jivyan Reddy Dhruva scored
196 out of 240, achieving a high
Grade 8 - equivalent to an A - across
three papers in a General Certifi-
cate of Secondary Education (GCSE)
exam, normally taken by pupils
aged 16 years.

He appeared for the Pearson
Edexcel GCSE Higher Mathemat-
ics exam back in May and received
his results along with other GCSE
pupils last week. “I felt really
excited when I saw my result. My
parents were very happy, and they
hugged me,” Jivyan told PTI. “I wanted
a Grade 9, so I was a little disappointed
at first, but then I was very happy that I
got Grade 8. I like maths because I like
solving difficult problems and finding
different ways to get the answer.

| SWISS RAVE SHOOTING |

I dead, 5 wounded in
Swiss rave shooling
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Press Trust Of India

GENEVA: A  shoot-
ing at a rave in the
northern Swiss can-
ton of Aargau left
one person dead and
five wounded early
Sunday, local police
and media reported.
Police said they are
still looking for a sus-
pect.

“The search for the
unknown perpetrator
is ongoing,” police
wrote on X. “Possi-
ble motives and the
exact circumstances
of the crime remain
unclear.” Cantonal
police wrote on X that
a 22-year-old woman
died of injuries at the
scene.

Four men and one

woman,

between
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24 and 27 years old,
were taken to the
hospital with injuries
ranging from minor
to severe. All of the
victims are residents
of Switzerland,
police said.

They did not
release their names
in line with Swiss
privacy rules. Public
shootings are rare in
the Alpine country

despite relatively
widespread gun
ownership.

Authorities were
alerted around 2:30
a.m. to the shooting
in the canton’s capi-
tal Aarau, 46 kilome-
ters (29 miles) west
of Zurich, Police
spokesperson  Pas-
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