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320 Indians missing, 400
stranded on Chinese side

India is ready to extend all possible to help to Kathmandu in its rescue efforts.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: At least 320
Indians remain missing
and around 400 oth-
ers are stranded on the
Chinese side following
devastating flash floods
along the Nepal-Tibet
border and India is ready
to extend all possible to
help to Kathmandu in its
rescue efforts, the min-
istry of external affairs
(MEA) said on August 28,
Friday.

MEA  spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said 96
Indian nationals who
were stranded on the
Chinese side have safely

Death toll rises to 547 in Nepal

Press Trust Of India

another flood in the area.

KATHMANDU: The death toll from
flash floods in central Nepal rose
to 547 on Friday, with more bod-
ies recovered as search and rescue
operations continue with caution
due to fear of fresh floods follow-
ing an increase in the water level
in the Bhotekoshi River area. The
National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Authority (NDR-
RMA) said rising water levels at the
site of a devastating flash flood ear-
lier this week increased the risk of

A Nepal army official holds a baby amid a search operation
in the aftermath of the devastating flash floods.

crossed over to Nepal
by land route. 21 Indians
arrived in New Delhi on
Friday afternoon, a day
after they reached Kath-
mandu from the flood-af-
fected areas of Nepal.

The Indian nationals
from Tamil Nadu were
received at the airport
in the national capital by
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar.

The death toll from
Wednesday’s flash floods
in Nepal rose to 538 with
more bodies recovered as
search and rescue opera-
tions continued, accord-
ing to latest details shared
by Nepalese authorities.

Narrow escape for 41
Alliance Air passengers

Press Trust Of India

Alliance Air flight’s
tyre bursts during
landing at Bilaspur
airport.

BILASPUR: A Bilaspu-
r-bound flight from Delhi
suffered a tyre burst dur-
ing landing at the airport
here in Chhattisgarh on
Friday, but all 41 people
on board were safely evac-
uated, officials said.

The flight, 91613, oper-
ated by Alliance Air, was
carrying 37 passengers
and four crew mem-

bers when the incident
occurred during landing
at around 11 am, an offi-
cial said. The left-side tyre
suffered a puncture as
the flight landed, he said.
All passengers and crew
members were safely
evacuated and brought
from the runway to the
terminal building follow-
ing the incident, he said.
The airline subse-
quently cancelled the
flight scheduled to oper-
ate onward from Bilaspur,
he said. Further details
about the incident are
awaited, he added.

DKS’s minister Nagendra
quits in 25 days over scam

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: Karnataka
Planning and Statistics
Minister B Nagendra on
Friday announced his
resignation from the state
cabinet, within 25 days of
assuming office, over the
alleged Valmiki Corpora-

tion scam. His announce-
ment came shortly after
he said he would meet

Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar and reveal his
decision in a press confer-
ence. “Today I am volun-
tarily tendering my resig-
nation as the minister,” an
emotional Nagendra told
reporters. He said he had
tendered his resignation
to Shivakumar.

States asked to publish

Press Trust Of India

The states have been
requested to submit
consolidated district-
wise details of the
aclivilies.

NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tre has asked all states
and Union territories to
encourage colleges, uni-
versities and academic

institutions to study and
document selected case
studies and best practices
under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (JJM) 2.0. In a com-
munication to the addi-
tional chief secretaries,
principal secretaries and
secretaries in charge of
rural drinking water in all
the states and Union terri-
tories, the Department of
Drinking Water and Sani-

TIM 2.0 best practices

tation under the Ministry
of Jal Shakti has said such
studies may cover success-
ful village-level models,
panchayat-led initiatives,
community ownership,
functionality of water-
supply schemes and mea-
surable outcomes of mis-
sion interventions. The
department has also said
the findings of these stud-
ies may be encouraged

for publication through
academic journals, insti-
tutional reports, news-
letters, research papers,
websites and other suit-
able platforms.

This will help build an
evidence-based  knowl-
edge repository and
support a wider replica-
tion of successful mod-
els across districts and
states, it has said.

NEWSLINE
NEW DELHI

Govt forms
mediation council

Nearly three years after
the law was enacted, the
government has set up
the Mediation Council of
India to regulate medi-
ation proceedings in
the country following a
nudge from a parliamen-
tary committee. A Union
law ministry notification
issued on Thursday night
announced the establish-
ment of the council under
the Mediation Act, 2023.

The council will regu-
late and promote institu-
tional dispute resolution.
It is also mandated to rec-
ognise mediation service
providers and institutes
that train and certify pro-
fessionals.

NEW DELHI

Couple held for
running espionage

The Delhi Police has
busted an alleged Paki-
stan ISI-backed espionage
module and arrested a
couple accused of work-
ing for Pakistani intelli-
gence operatives since
2024, procuring Indian
SIM cards and sending
them to Pakistan through
Dubai, an official said on
Friday. Police said Md
Sahil (25) and his wife
Sameera (21) allegedly pro-
vided logistical support to
Pakistan-based handlers
and recruited people for
espionage activities.

Forest staff celebrate Raksha
Bandhan by tylng Rakhls to trees

Press Trust Of India

UMARIA (MP): Female for-
est department officials
on Friday tied Rakhis on
trees at the Bandhavgarh
Tiger Reserve in Madhya
Pradesh, marking their
emotional bond with for-
ests and emphasising the
role of flora in sustaining
life.The women staff per-
formed traditional ritu-
als, applied tilak to trees,
and performed aartis
before tying the sacred
thread around trees.
Bandhavgarh Tiger
Reserve Field Director
Anupam Sahay appreci-
ated the initiative, saying
that linking the impor-
tance of forests and trees
with festivals and cultural
traditions can help raise
public awareness and
strengthen people’s emo-

Women tie a giant ‘Rakhi’ to a tree during ‘Raksha Bandhan’ celebrations.

tional connect with for-
ests and wildlife.

Such initiatives can
also contribute positively
to forest conservation, he
added. The celebration
underlined the impor-
tance of forests and trees
and the need to protect
them, as human survival
and development are
closely linked to the con-
servation of forests and
wildlife, the official said.

The Bandhavgarh

Tiger Reserve manage-
ment appealed to people
to plant at least one sap-
ling every year on Rak-
sha Bandhan, tie a rakhi
to it and take a pledge
to protect and nurture it
throughout its life.

“Just as forests and
trees protect our lives by
providing us with oxy-
gen, we must also pledge
to protect them,” the
reserve management said
in a statement.

Centre appoints
NTA directors

NEW DELHI: The Centre
has appointed two direc-
tors and a joint director
to the National Testing
Agency (NTA), which has
been facing flak for issues
related to the National Eli-
gibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) paper leak, among
other concerns.

Ravi Kumar Singh
(Indian Police Service
officer) and Prasanna

Venkatesh V, an Indian
Administrative ~ Service
(IAS) officer, have been
appointed as directors in
the NTA, according to sep-
arate orders dated August
27, issued by the person-
nel ministry.Amit Samdar-
iya, a 2016 batch Indian
Revenue Service (Cus-
toms and Indirect Taxes)
officer, has been selected
for appointment as joint
director in the NTA, an
order issued by the per-
sonnel ministry said.

CBI arrests IRS
officer, CGST
superintendent

NEW DELHI: The CBI has
arrested a 2009-batch
Indian Revenue Service
(IRS) officer serving as
an additional commis-
sioner, Central Goods and
Services Tax (CGST), in
Maharashtra’s Raigad dis-
trict, along with a CGST
superintendent and a pri-
vate person, in a bribery
case involving an alleged
demand of Rs 1.5 crore,
officials said Friday.

The agency had earlier
registered an FIR against
CGST  superintendent
Rakesh Kumar Sinha
based on allegations that
he had demanded bribe.
According to the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), the alleged bribe
demand of Rs 1.5 crore
was later reduced to Rs
40 lakh following nego-
tiations.

| CLIMATE CHANGE |

‘1 pc of children exposed to
one more month of heat stress’

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: In India, 61
per cent of children, or
145 million, are exposed
to at least one additional
month of heat stress due
to climate change every
year, new global research
has estimated.

Findings  published
in the journal Science
Advances show that cli-
mate change has dou-
bled the number of chil-
dren aged up to nine
exposed to at least five
total months of danger-
ous heat stress per year
-- from 59 million to 118
million (50 per cent of
children).

An international team
of researchers, led by
those at Vrije Universiteit

Brussel in Belgium, said
the study is the first-ever
analysis quantifying how
heat exposure directly
linked to climate change
affects  different age
groups globally, both now
and in the near future.

Excess heat disrupts
the human body’s normal
functioning, aggravates
underlying diseases, and
can lead to serious com-
plications such as heat-
stroke, dehydration, and
organ failure.

The study focuses on
humid heat, which is
more dangerous than dry
heat because it impedes
the body’s ability to
sweat to cool back down,
leading to dangerous lev-
els of heat stress.

Globally, up to 560

million children aged 0-9
-- 43 per cent of all chil-
dren in this age group --
are living through at least
one additional month of
heat stress per year due
to human-induced cli-
mate change, the analysis
found.

The exposure out-
paces that for any other
age group and is nearly
triple the 190 million
people (30 per cent) aged
60-69 experiencing the
additional health threat,
the researchers said.

They added climate
change is increasing
humid heat the most
in tropical regions and
poorer countries, where
populations are younger,
and more children are
therefore affected.
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Sisters’ affection and blessings
strengthen me: CM Sai

Sisters’ blessings inspire dedicated service, says Chief Minister

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai said the
affection and blessings
of sisters are invaluable
to him and strengthen
his resolve to work with
greater dedication for the
welfare of women across
Chhattisgarh. Raksha
Bandhan was celebrated
in a warm and emotional
atmosphere at the Chief
Minister’s residence,
where mothers and sisters
from different sections of
society tied rakhis on his
wrist. Among them was
Smt. Sarla Dubey, wife of
late Colonel Ashok Kumar
Dubey, whose gesture was
described by the Chief

Minister as a particularly

emotional and proud
moment. Women jour-
nalists, self-help group
members, Lakhpati Didis,
Drone Didis, E-rickshaw

Didis, Mitanin Didis, dif-

ferently-abled women and
representatives of various
organisations also partic-
ipated in the celebration.

CM Sai said the respect,
safety and economic
empowerment of women

FACTFILE

© Raksha Bandhan
celebrated warmly at
CM’s residence

remain among the gov-
ernment’s top  priori-
ties. Under the Mahtari
Vandan Yojana, around
68 lakh women receive
financial assistance of Rs
1,000 every month. The
31st instalment, amount-
ing to more than Rs 631
crore, was transferred to
beneficiaries’ accounts
on August 25 ahead of
Raksha Bandhan. High-
lighting women’s eco-
nomic empowerment,
he said Chhattisgarh has

surpassed its target of
creating eight lakh Lakh-
pati Didis, with 13.85 lakh
women becoming finan-
cially self-reliant over the
past two years. He added
that Drone Didis, E-rick-
shaw Didis and women
involved in supplying
shuttering plates are
emerging as symbols of a
self-reliant Chhattisgarh.
Women are increasingly
becoming entrepreneurs
and active partners in the
state’s development. The
Chief Minister also high-
lighted concessions for
women registering prop-
erty and special incentives
for women entrepreneurs
under the state’s new
industrial policy.

President Droupadi Murmu
ties rakhis on students’ wrists

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A proud and mem-
orable moment unfolded
for Chhattisgarh when
four young students from
Pithora celebrated Raksha
Bandhan at Rashtrapati
Bhavan in the presence
of President Droupadi
Murmu. Students Aditya
Sharma, Nitesh Sahu, Push-
praj Dhruv and Jayash Bar-
iha of Ramdarshan Public
School, Pithora, had the
rare opportunity to visit
Rashtrapati Bhavan and

S -

celebrate the festival with

the President. During the
special interaction, Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu tied
rakhis on the wrists of the
young students, making
the occasion an unforget-
table experience for them.
School Principal Jogindra

Mehar was also present
during the visit. Accord-
ing to the school manage-
ment, the achievement has
brought immense pride not
only to the students and
their families but also to
Ramdarshan Public School,
the town of Pithora and
the entire state of Chhat-
tisgarh. The school, which
was established in Pithora
only four years ago, is now
drawing national atten-
tion through the remark-
able achievement of its
students.

10.59 grams heroin
seized, one arrested

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Amanaka police
arrested a 39-year-old man
for allegedly possessing her-
oin/chitta for sale near Tat-
ibandh Chowk and recov-
ered 10.59 grams of the
narcotic substance worth
approximately Rs 1.05 lakh.
The action was taken on
August 27 during a patrol
as part of the ongoing cam-
paign against illegal narcot-
ics. Police received informa-
tion that a man was waiting
near Tatibandh Chowk to

=5 I #"

sell heroin. Acting promptly
on the tip-off, the police
team cordoned off the
area and apprehended the
suspect.

HelpAge India
celebrates Raksha

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a heartwarming
celebration of intergener-
ational bonding, HelpAge
India, under its Students
Action for Value Education
(SAVE) programme, cele-
brated Raksha Bandhan
with great enthusiasm at
Lions (Aashray) Old Age
Home, Raipur. The spe-
cial celebration brought
together the students and
teachers of Kanger Valley
Academy and the senior
residents of the old age
home. The campus was
filled with emotions as
children tied Rakhis to the
elders, exchanged sweets,

Bandhan at Old Age Home

and shared stories, laughter
and blessings. More than
just a festival, the event
became a symbol of love,
respect, and companion-
ship across generations.
The young students learned
the values of empathy and
respect for elders, while the
senior residents felt cher-
ished, remembered and
deeply connected. Speaking
on the occasion, State Head
of HelpAge India Subhan-
kar Biswas said that such
intergenerational activities
are crucial to bridge the
gap between youth and the
elderly and to build a more
inclusive, caring and age-
friendly society.

| RAKSHABANDHAN 2026 |

Garima Grih rekindles

bonds bynd bd

Central Chronicle News

Raksha Bandhan
brings love,
belonging, hope

RAIPUR: Raksha Band-
han was celebrated with
warmth, emotion and a
renewed sense of belong-
ing at Garima Grih, the
transgender shelter home
in Sarona, where mem-
bers of the transgender
community came together
to celebrate bonds of love,
affection and protection.

For many residents, the
festival was more than a
traditional ~ celebration.
It became an occasion to
reconnect with emotions
of family and companion-
ship, particularly for those
who have experienced
estrangement and neglect.
The most emotional
moment came when trans

FACTFILE

© Transgender
community celebrates
Raksha Bandhan
together.

woman Nikki Dhruv tied a
Rakhi on the wrist of her
brother, Sparsh Kashyap.
The touching reunion and
affection shared between
the siblings moved every-
one present. Other mem-
bers of the community
also exchanged Rakhis,
reinforcing the message
that relationships and
bonds of protection are
not limited by conven-

tional definitions of family.
The celebrations gained
further significance with
the participation of newly

appointed  transgender
police constables from
Chhattisgarh. Their pres-
ence in uniform brought
a strong sense of confi-
dence, pride and secu-
rity among the residents.
Popi Debnath said Raksha
Bandhan represented an
opportunity to experi-
ence sibling love and kin-
ship, adding that Garima
Grih had become like
a true family home for
many members of the
community.

| CISCE NATIONAL GAMES & SPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP 2026 |

CG, North West share CISCE Girls Squash honours

Central Chronicle News

RKC successfully
hosts the CISCE
National Games &
Sports Champion-
ship 2026

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh
and North West shared
the overall championship
honours at the 7th CISCE
National Games & Sports
Championship 2026 - Girls
Squash  Championship,
hosted successfully by
Rajkumar College, Raipur.
The three-day champi-

onship featured talented
girls competing in Under-
14, Under-17 and Under-19
categories. Players from
across the country dis-

played skill, determina-
tion and sportsmanship
throughout the tourna-
ment. The championship

opened with a formal
ceremony attended by
Principal Lt. Col. Avinash
Singh, Chief Guest Lt. Col.
T. Sarath, Commanding
Officer, 5 CG NCC Battal-
ion, and sports adminis-
trator Dr. Vishnu Kumar
Shrivastava. The athletes

FACTFILE

® Young squash
players showcase
talent, discipline,
sportsmanship.

also took the sports oath,
administered by Manasvi
Singh Chhawai. In the
Under-14 individual cat-
egory, Ahilya Kumari
of North West emerged
champion, followed by
Chaahat Khanam Yasmin,
Padmini Singh Judev and
Kalpitha Renganayagi A.
In Under-17, Aadya Bud-
hia of Bihar & Jharkhand

secured the title, while
Arnaa Dwivedi, Sanghmi-
tra Rathore and Lavanya
Sharma finished second to
fourth respectively. Chhat-
tisgarh dominated the
Under-19 individual event,
with Samriddhi Mulwani
winning the title and
Manasvi Singh Chhawai
finishing third. Anshika
Goud Kandunoori of And-
hra Pradesh secured sec-
ond place. North West
won the Under-14 and
Under-17 team champion-
ships, while Chhattisgarh
finished third and second
respectively.

Countlry witnesses all-round
development under PM
Modi’s leadership.

Dr. Kavita Patidar
National Secretary, BJP

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

NATIONAL SPORTS DAY

MAT'S University marks National
Sports Day with enthusiasm

RAIPUR: MATS University, Raipur,
celebrated National Sports Day with
great enthusiasm and sporting spirit
through a three-day programme
held from August 28 to 30. The event
brought together students, interna-
tional students, faculty members
and staff to promote sports, physical
fitness, health and overall well-be-
ing. Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr. K.P.
Yadav addressed the gathering and
highlighted the importance of regu-
lar exercise and sports in maintain-
ing a healthy, active and productive
lifestyle. He encouraged students
to make physical activity an inte-
gral part of their daily routine and
emphasized that fitness is the foun-
dation of a healthy, successful and
productive life. Leading by example,
Prof. Yadav personally participated
in various sporting activities, inspir-

ing students to join the celebrations
with enthusiasm. His participation
underscored the importance of
adopting an active and disciplined
lifestyle. Students, including inter-
national students, took part enthu-
siastically in various sporting activ-
ities, creating an atmosphere of
unity, teamwork, healthy competi-
tion and friendship across the uni-
versity community.

The university administration
extended its greetings to students,
faculty and staff and encouraged
everyone to embrace sports and
develop a strong spirit of sports-
manship. The celebration high-
lighted that sports extend beyond
competition, helping develop disci-
pline, confidence, leadership, per-
severance, teamwork and a positive
outlook.

HEALTH CAMP
Free multi-specialty Health Camp
in Dhamtari on August 30

RAIPUR: A grand free health consulta-
tion camp will be organised in mem-
ory of Sardar Harshmeet Singh Ajmani
on Sunday, August 30, from 10 am
to 4 pm at Poojya Panchayat Sindhi
Samaj Samiti Dharamshala, Ama-
para, Dhamtari. The camp is being
organised under the joint auspices of
Poojya Panchayat Sindhi Samaj Samiti,
Dhamtari, with special support from
VY Hospital, Raipur. Super-specialist
doctors from VY Hospital will provide
consultations to patients across vari-
ous medical departments. Aurobindo
Netralaya, Raipur, will conduct free
eye check-ups and provide spectacles
to eligible beneficiaries. The camp will
also offer several diagnostic and pre-
ventive healthcare services, including
mammography-based breast cancer
screening, blood tests, ECG and phys-
iotherapy. Free medicines will also be
distributed to patients. Specialists in
trauma and orthopedics, oncology,
cardiology, general surgery, general
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medicine, gastroenterology, nephrol-
ogy, dermatology, gynecology, pediat-
rics, neurology, ENT, pulmonology and
physiotherapy will be available during
the camp. A blood donation drive will
also be conducted as part of the initia-
tive, encouraging residents to contrib-
ute towards saving lives while availing
themselves of healthcare services. The
organisers have appealed to residents
of Dhamtari and nearby areas to par-
ticipate in large numbers and make
use of the free medical consultation,
screening, diagnostic and treatment
facilities available at the camp.

‘VOCAL FOR LOCAL’ CAMPAIGN
‘Vocal for Local’ boosts Raksha Bandhan
trade in Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR: The ‘Vocal for Local’ cam-
paign received strong public support
during Raksha Bandhan, with indige-
nous products witnessing significant
demand across markets in Chhattis-
garh, according to the Confedera-
tion of All India Traders (CAIT). The
traders’ body estimated that business
worth around Rs 715 crore to Rs 820
crore was conducted across the state
during the festival. CAIT National Vice
Chairman Amar Parwani said Rak-
sha Bandhan not only strengthens
family bonds but also generates sub-
stantial economic activity involving
traders, artisans, women entrepre-
neurs, MSMEs, transporters and ser-
vice providers. According to CAIT’s

assessment, the Rakhi
trade alone accounted
for approximately Rs
575 crore to Rs 650
crore, while another
Rs 140 crore to Rs 170
crore was spent on sweets, dry fruits,
clothing, fashion accessories, FMCG
gift packs, jewellery, electronic goods
and other gifts. Strong festive demand
was reported from Raipur, Bilaspur,
Durg-Bhilai, Rajnandgaon, Korba,
Ambikapur, Jagdalpur and other
towns and rural markets. Consumers
showed a notable preference for hand-
made Rakhis, locally crafted products
and goods produced by women’s self-
help groups and MSMEs.

FERTILITY DIAGNOSIS

Second IVF Cycle may be different from the first

RAIPUR: An IVF cycle does not always
follow the same course, and outcomes
can vary significantly between two
treatment cycles in the same woman,
even when the underlying fertility diag-
nosis remains unchanged. Dr Namita
Chandra Verma, Fertility Specialist at
Birla Fertility & IVF, Raipur, said an
unsuccessful or unexpected first cycle
can provide valuable clinical informa-
tion for planning the next attempt.
Conditions including low ovar-
ian reserve, PCOS, endometriosis
and male-factor infertility help doc-
tors determine the initial treatment
approach. However, the ovarian
response to stimulation, number of
eggs retrieved, egg maturity, ferti-
lisation and embryo development

cannot always be
predicted accurately
before the first cycle.
Dr Verma explained
that specialists care-
fully review each

' stage of the previous
cycle before deciding on further treat-
ment. The number of follicles devel-
oped and eggs retrieved may indicate
whether changes in stimulation dos-
age, medicines or treatment proto-
cols are needed. Egg maturity and
fertilisation rates are also assessed,
as not every retrieved egg is mature
or successfully fertilised. If embryos
develop slowly or stop developing,
embryology findings can help guide
future treatment.
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Sisters share Raksha
Bandhan jail reunions

Hundreds of women queued outside Chhattisgarh jails before sunrise
to celebrate Raksha Bandhan with their incarcerated brothers.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Hundreds of
women and girls queued
up outside the Central Jail
here early on Friday for
emotional Raksha Band-
han reunions, waiting to
tie rakhis and offer sweets
to their incarcerated broth-
ers. Visitors waited for
hours before sunrise to
meet their family mem-
bers on the occasion of the
festival that celebrates the
bond between brothers
and sisters.

Several women brought
along their young chil-
dren to introduce them
to their maternal uncles,
while many others stood
patiently in long, orderly
queues outside the facility,
holding thalis filled with
rakhis, sweets, and tradi-
tional items.

Prison authorities made
special arrangements to
facilitate the visits, allow-
ing female relatives a brief
but direct interaction with
inmates under supervised
security protocols.

The process began with
Aadhaar verification inside
the jail campus, following
which tokens were issued.
The women were then
allowed to enter in queues,
tie rakhis to their brothers
and leave.

For those waiting out-
side, however, the occa-
sion was much more than
a routine prison visit. ]
Padma, whose younger
brother has been lodged in

the central jail for the past
few months, said she had
been standing in the queue
since 5 am.

“According to the rules,
three sisters can enter the
jail premises, or one sister
can carry up to three rak-
his along with 100 grams
of sweets. We have been
standing in the queue
since 5 am. I am happy,
but I am also sad,” she said
with tears in her eyes.

For Bharati Yadav, who
had visited the jail in pre-
vious years for the same
ritual, the annual meeting
with her brother remains
special. “The arrange-
ments are good. I have
come here earlier to tie
rakhi to my brother. We
feel very happy because

FASTFACTS

® Prison authorities
facilitated supervised
visits following
verification procedures
and specific guidelines
for carrying rakhis and
sweets.

© In Kanker,
surrendered Maoists
tied handmade rakhis
to DRG security
personnel at a
rehabilitation center,
symbolizing a peaceful
return to mainstream
society.

we get to meet him and tie
rakhi. This festival comes
only once a year,” she said.

Raipur jail sees massive Raksha Bandhan turnout

Raipur Central Jail Superintendent Yogesh Singh
Kshatri said the same enthusiasm is seen for this fes-
tival every year as around 4,000 to 5,000 people usu-
ally visit the jail. The rush was particularly heavy in the
morning as visitors tend to arrive together, while the
crowd gradually thins by afternoon, he said. On Raksha
Bandhan, only sisters are permitted to meet inmates
and they are allowed to carry rakhis and sweets.

Man drowns
during ritual
in Kharun river

RAIPUR: Exactly one week
after a tragic blue water
incident, another drown-
ing occurred in Raipur, this
time in the Kharun River.
A 35-year-old man, identi-
fied as Yudhishtir Sarang,
drowned in the river while
performing the last rites
and bone immersion ritual
(Asthi Visarjan) at Mahadev
Ghat. According to reports,
Yudhishtir had visited the
ghat with his family on the
occasion of Raksha Band-
han to immerse the ashes
of his sister. During the
ritual, he accidentally ven-
tured into deep waters and
began to drown. Bystand-
ers immediately alerted
the police and authorities.
Upon receiving informa-
tion, an SDRF (State Disas-
ter Response Force) diving
team rushed to the scene
and initiated a search and
rescue operation.

BJP workshop
to plan Modi’s
campaign

RAIPUR: Marking 25
years of public ser-

vice and dedication by
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is set
to launch a month-long
statewide campaign
from September 17 to
October 17.

To outline the special
programs and ensure
their successful execu-
tion, a crucial state-level
workshop is being orga-
nized tomorrow, August
29, at the state BJP office
in Raipur.

Keep animals confined:
RMC to cattle owner

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation has
issued a fresh appeal
to all cattle owners in
the city, strongly urg-
ing them to keep their
animals tied up and to
refrain from leaving
them loose on public
roads. The civic body
warned that strict puni-
tive actions and fines
will be imposed on
owners who violate this
directive.

This initiative is being
carried out in strict com-
pliance with the orders
of the High Court,
under the guidelines
of the Urban Adminis-
tration and Develop-
ment Department of
the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, and under the
direct supervision of the
Raipur district admin-
istration. Special cattle-
catching teams, aided
by sanitation workers,
are conducting daily
and continuous drives
across all ten zones of
the municipal corpora-
tion to round up stray
cattle from major roads.

As part of this ongo-
ing campaign, opera-
tions were conducted
today in several areas
including Pensionbada,
the stretch from San-
toshi Nagar Chowk to
the interstate bus termi-
nal at Bhatagaon, Durga
Chowk, Matpara Road,
and Tarun Bazar, along-
side other locations.
Officials reiterated that
these  comprehensive

drives to remove stray
animals from streets will
continue without inter-

ruption.
The municipal cor-
poration  emphasized

that leaving cattle unat-
tended on busy thor-
oughfares creates a
continuous hazard and
poses a serious risk of

road accidents. Con-
sequently, authorities
stated that if owners
continue to leave their
cattle in open public
spaces, they will face
appropriate  penalties
under the prescribed
rules and will bear sole
responsibility for any
resulting consequences.

Acting on public griev-
ances regarding stray
cattle and filth in resi-
dential areas, the Raipur
Municipal Corporation’s
Zone 7health department
took strict action against
four illegal dairies oper-
ating in the Samta Colony
and Bhaisthan areas near
Agrasen Chowk and the
Khatu Shyam Temple.
Under the directives of
Municipal Commissioner
Sambit Mishra and Zone
7  Commissioner  Dr.
Tripti Panigrahi, accom-
panied by Zone Health
Officer Atmanand Sahu,
inspections  confirmed
the complaints on-site.

The  operators—Rahul
Singh  Thakur (fined
5,000 rupees), Raju

RMC fines unlawful dairies
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Sonkar, Horilal Yadav,
and Santosh  Sonkar
(fined 3,000 rupees

each)—were issued stern
warnings and penalized
with a cumulative e-fine
of 14,000 rupees for let-
ting their cattle roam
freely on public roads
and creating unsan-
itary conditions. The
civic body assured that
ongoing measures will
be enforced to maintain
cleanliness and prevent
similar violations.

Ch’garh govt steps up
monitoring for Nepal
trapped citizens

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:  Amidst cat-
astrophic  floods and
landslides in Nepal, the
Chhattisgarh government
has ramped up monitor-
ing and rescue coordina-
tion to ensure the safety
of its citizens. Under the
instructions of Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai, state
authorities are actively
tracking travelers and
establishing communica-
tion with affected families.

Official assessments
account for nine citizens
from Chhattisgarh. Author-
ities have successfully con-
tacted the families of two
individuals, confirmed five
citizens from Raipur are
safe and returning home,
and noted two individuals
from Bilaspur and Surguja
remain uncontactable and
missing. Monika Yadav of
Raipur, who traveled to
Nepal on August 22 and
lost communication, has
been located as adminis-
tration officials connected
with her family to verify

her status. Sixty-five-year-
old Manju Rai Chaudhary
from Bilaspur, visiting
Nepal for the Kailash
Mansarovar  pilgrimage,
has also been accounted
for as officials coordinate
with her relatives.Search
operations continue for
two missing citizens. Thir-
ty-nine-year-old Priyanka
Chaudhary of Bilaspur, a
Finnish citizen, and Dr.
Meena Gupta of Surguja,
a United Kingdom citizen
whose last known loca-
tion was the Rasuwagadhi
immigration office near
the Nepal-China border,
remain unaccounted for.
State authorities are liais-
ing with international dip-
lomatic agencies and local
teams to find them.

Providing relief, the
administration confirmed
five citizens from Raipur’s
Mana area—Dinesh Ojha,
Prem Singh Jagat, Narayan
Sen, Yatendra Prakashi,
and Dinesh Singh Thakur—
are safe and traveling back
home after arriving on
August 21.

Midnight fire destroys
liquor shop in Raipur
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Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A midnight fire
broke out under suspi-
cious circumstances at
the English liquor shop
located on Railway Sta-
tion Road in Raipur. The
blaze, initially noticed by
locals around 1 AM who
observed smoke emanat-
ing from the building,
prompted immediate calls
to the Ganj police station.
Police and fire brigade
vehicles arrived promptly
at the scene, but due to an
inability to establish con-
tact with the shop’s sales-
man and excise officials
in a timely manner, emer-
gency teams were initially
forced to wait outside,

@

allowing the fire to spread
rapidly.

The intense fire neces-
sitated the evacuation of
guests sleeping in adja-
cent lodges and hotels as
a precautionary measure.
Once excise officials and
staff arrived to unlock
the premises, the flames
had already engulfed the
entire shop. Because of
the new packaging sys-
tem implemented in May
utilizing plastic bottles,
the extreme heat quickly
melted the containers,
destroying over 40,000
rupees worth of govern-
ment-stocked English
liquor. A dedicated team
of firefighters, including
Roshan Singh Thakur, Y.

Stephen, Rinku Singh,
Laleshwar Sharma, Rupen-
dra Chandrakar, Dilip
Dhruv, Kamal Tandan,
and Siddharth, engaged in
strenuous efforts through
the early morning hours to
completely extinguish the
blaze. Preliminary inves-
tigations suggest a short
circuit as the cause of the
accident. In a related inci-
dent at the scene, Ganj
police detained a young
man who arrived in a
Maharashtra ~ RTO-regis-
tered car and attempted
to obstruct rescue opera-
tions. Posing as a Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP), the individual tried
to intimidate the firefight-
ers and police personnel.
When asked to produce
official identification and
details regarding his post-
ing, he failed to verify his
claims. Police promptly
took him into custody and
brought him to the station,
with officials stating that
a full disclosure regard-
ing the imposter will be
released by this evening.

National Sports Day

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: On the occasion
of National Sports Day,
marked by the birth anni-
versary of hockey legend
and Padma Bhushan
Major Dhyan Chand,
Municipal Corporation
Zone 4 President Murali
Sharma attended the cele-
brations as the chief guest
at the Sports Authority of
India (SAI) Training Cen-
ter in Raipur. The event
commenced with Zone 4
President Murali Sharma
offering floral tributes
and garlanding the por-
trait of Major Dhyan
Chand. High-Perfor-
mance Coach K.C. Tripa-
thi warmly welcomed the
chief guest by presenting
him with a bouquet.
Addressing the young
athletes present at the
venue, Zone 4 President

celebrated at SAI Center

stated

Sharma
that the life of Major
Dhyan Chand serves as
an inspiring example of

Murali

discipline, hard work,
dedication, and patrio-
tism. He emphasized that
by following the ideals
and footsteps of the leg-
end, young athletes can
achieve new heights in
sports and bring glory to
the country and Chhat-
tisgarh. During the visit,
the Zone 4 President
met with talented young
boys and female trainees
undergoing training at
the SAI center to boost
their morale. Coaches
acquainted the play-
ers with Major Dhyan
Chand’s glorious sports
career and achieve-
ments, motivating them
to uphold sportsman-
ship, discipline, and
perseverance.

NEWSLINE

KHELO INDIA SAMVAD

AIIMS Raipur
hosts Khelo India
Samvad

RAIPUR: AIIMS Raipur
recently hosted the
“Khelo India Samvad -
Khel Ki Baat PM Ke Saath”
programme, organized
by Mera Yuva Bharat
ahead of National Sports
Day to promote fitness
and sportsmanship.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi addressed the
youth virtually, inspiring
them to embrace sports
and drawing motivation
from hockey legend Major
Dhyan Chand. Union
Sports Minister Dr. Man-
sukh Mandaviya high-
lighted national sports
initiatives and praised the
sporting talent of Chhat-
tisgarh’s Bastar region.

Raipur MP Brijmohan
Agrawal attended as the
Chief Guest alongside
AIIMS Raipur Executive
Director Lt Gen Ashok
Jindal (Retd), promi-
nent local athletes, and
youth icons. The event
concluded with attend-
ees taking a DrugFree
India pledge under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhi-
yan to promote a healthy
lifestyle.

RAINFALL

Monsoon
rainfall exceeds
average in CG

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh has
recorded above-average
rainfall this monsoon
season, reaching 100.8
percent of the decadal
average with 855.9 mm of
rain between June 1 and
August 28, 2026. Accord-
ing to the state-level flood
control room of the Reve-
nue and Disaster Manage-
ment Department, rain-
fall varies across different
divisions and districts.

In the Surguja division,
Balrampur recorded the
highest rainfall at 157.7
percent (1164.4 mm),
while Surguja district
lagged behind at 77.1 per-
cent (504.4 mm). Central

Chhattisgarh’s Raipur
and Bilaspur divisions
saw vigorous activity,

with Sarangarh-Bilaigarh
recording the state’s
highest at 166.0 percent
(1088.5 mm), alongside
strong figures in Raipur
and Mahasamund (130.7
percent each).

In the Durg divi-
sion, Balod recorded
108.2 percent rainfall,
while Bemetara and
Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh
Chowki experienced
slightly slower progress
at 78.2 percent and 70.6
percent, respectively.

Governor visits Jagannath

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: On the auspicious
occasion of Raksha Band-
han, Governor Ramen
Deka and First Lady Smt.
Rani Deka Kakoti visited
the Sri Jagannath Temple
in Gayatri Nagar, Raipur,
to offer prayers and tie
the sacred Raksha Sutra
to Lord Jagannath.
Governor Deka prayed
for the peace, prosperity,
and well-being of the citi-
zens across the state and
the country. He noted

that Raksha Bandhan is
a sacred festival celebrat-
ing the affection, trust,

and mutual harmony
between siblings, which
strengthens the spirit of

love and brotherhood in
society. MLA Purandar
Mishra and several other
distinguished  devotees
were also present during
the visit.

Finance Minister extends
Raksha Bandhan greetings

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh
Finance Minister O.P.
Choudhary has extended
his heartiest greetings and
best wishes to the people
of the state on the auspi-
cious occasion of Raksha
Bandhan, a festival cele-
brating the unbreakable
bond of love, trust, and
affection between broth-
ers and sisters. In his
congratulatory message,
Finance Minister Choud-
hary stated that Raksha
Bandhan is a symbol of
the deep-rooted love and

trust shared by siblings.
He noted that the sacred
thread of Rakhi not only
strengthens the relation-
ship between brothers
and sisters but also fosters
a sense of love, belonging,
and mutual trust within
the family. He added that
in Indian culture, Raksha
Bandhan is a beautiful tra-
dition that carries the dig-
nity of relationships and
emotional  connections
forward from generation
to generation, convey-
ing a message of mutual
respect, security, and
responsibility.

Tiranga Shakti Fest grand
finale rescheduled to Sep 3

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Under a revised
schedule, the Raipur Dis-
trict Administration, the
Culture Department of
Raipur Municipal Corpo-
ration, and Kala Kendra
Raipur, in collaboration
with the School Education
Department, are organiz-
ing the grand finale of the
“Tiranga Shakti Fest 2026
Guru Vandan Utsav” on
September 3, 2026, on
the eve of Teachers’ Day
at the Shaheed Smarak

Bhavan.

This special event is
dedicated to teachers
and students. Previously
scheduled for September
5, 2026, the event has
been preponed to Sep-
tember 3, 2026, as per the
revised program.

The special event fea-
tures singing and dancing
competitions divided into
two age groups: a Junior
Category for participants
aged 5 to 15 years, and
a Senior Category for
those aged 15 to 70 years.

Auditions for these com-
petitions will be held on
August 30, 2026, from
11:00 AM to 7:00 PM
at Town Hall, Raipur.
Through this prestigious
joint initiative by the
district administration,
municipal corporation,
Kala Kendra, and school
education department,
participants of all age
groups will get a seamless
and accessible platform
to showcase and hone
their artistic talents in
music and dance.
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Bhilal

“By linking rural jobs with

- % 3 local action, the district
W=t > turned water management
1 8 into a community-led

movement.”

Bajrang Dubey

(CEO, District Panchayat)

Community water drive
transforms rural Durg’s future

Over 66,500 water absorption trenches and 2,726 soak pits built to boost

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: A massive water
conservation initiative
driven by active com-
munity participation
is transforming water
security across rural
Durg. Under the admin-
istrative guidance of
Collector Abhijit Singh,
local residents, wom-
en’s groups, and rural
workers have collabo-
rated to build extensive
groundwater recharge
structures, including
soak pits, check dams,
farm ponds, and water
absorption trenches.
The district has com-

pleted 66,500 water
absorption

trenches
(WAT)-comprising

24,000 in Durg, 27,500
in Dhamdha, and 15,000
in Patan. Measuring two

Recharge pits at a rural location.

meters long, one meter
wide,
deep, each trench pro-
vides two cubic meters
of absorption capacity.
Together, these trenches

and one meter

groundwater levels across Durg, Dhamdha and Patan.

can capture approxi-
mately 13.3 crore liters
of runoft in a single rain-
fall event, curbing soil
erosion while recharg-
ing deep aquifers.

Additionally, 2,726
soak pits have been built
across residential and
public areas to divert
domestic drainage and
surface runoff safely
underground. Water
rejuvenation efforts
further include the
construction and deep-
ening of over 240 com-
munity ponds, along
with dedicated farm
ponds under the Nawa
Tariya initiative.

FASTFACTS

©® Newly constructed
trenches create a
combined recharge
capacity of nearly

13.3 crore liters during
heavy rainfall.

By integrating rural

employment schemes
with grassroots action,
the district admin-
istration has turned
traditional water

management into a com-
munity-led movement,
securing long-term agri-
cultural irrigation and
groundwater  sustain-
ability.

Over 4000 people visit
Jail on Raksha Bandhan

HIGHLIGHT

® Durg Police educated
nearly 4,000 visiting
family members

at Central Jail on
preventing digital
fraud, OTP scams, and
suspicious links during
Raksha Bandhan.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: On the occa-
sion of Raksha Bandhan,
Durg Police conducted a
major cyber awareness
campaign at the Central
Jail premises, reaching
approximately 4,000 fam-
ily members visiting incar-
cerated relatives. While
maintaining strict secu-
rity, senior police officials
and the cyber cell team
briefed citizens on rising
digital fraud tactics. Offi-
cers cautioned attendees

against sharing confiden-
tial data such as one-time
passwords (OTPs), ATM
pins, or bank credentials
with unverified callers.
Visitors were also warned

against clicking suspi-
cious links or engaging
with fraudulent online
offers. Led by Additional
Superintendent of Police
Shobhraj Agrawal along-
side cyber personnel, the
initiative urged citizens
to report any suspicious
activity immediately to
law enforcement.

NEWSLINE

JOB FRAUD

Man held
for cheating

woman

BHILAI: Pulgaon Police on
Friday arrested a 44-year-
old man, identified as
Israr Khan, for allegedly
defrauding a family of
Rs 6.30 lakh on the false
promise of securing a
Home Guard job. Accord-
ing to police, the accused,
a resident of Chandkhuri,
claimed to have connec-
tions with Home Guard
officials and took the
sum from complainant
Kiran Chandrakar’s hus-
band across 15 install-
ments. When no job was
provided and the victim
demanded a refund,
Khan refused and abused
them. Police booked him
under Section 318(4) of
BNS and remanded him
to judicial custody.

| RAKSHABANDHAN |

Sankara Vidyalaya students celebrate
Raksha Bandhan with Durg Police

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The Scouts and
Guides Club of Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya, Sector-X, cel-
ebrated Raksha Bandhan
with heartfelt enthusiasm
by visiting the Sector-VI
Police Station. Accompa-
nied by teachers, 35 stu-
dents tied Rakhis to DIG
and SSP Vijay Agrawal,
along with other police
personnel, expressing
gratitude for their selfless
public service. The officers
blessed the students and
presented them with gifts.

Back on campus, students
also tied Rakhis to Princi-
pal Bipin Deshmukh and
Vice Principal Vijayan B.
During the police station
visit, students interacted
with cyber expert Dr.
Sankalp Rai and Inspector

HIGHLIGHT

® Around 35 students
tied Rakhis to senior
police officials and
participated in an
interactive session on
cyber safety.

Sujata Das, who educated
them on online safety and
responsible digital habits.
School management com-
mended the initiative for
fostering social harmony,
gratitude, and safety
awareness among young
learners.

Attempted
murder in
Kumbhari

BHILAI: Police in Kum-
hari have registered a
case of attempted murder
following a violent attack
in Shanti Nagar on Thurs-
day. The victim, Lokesh
Sahu (alias Manish Sahu),
was ambushed near
the Patra Talab Panch-
mukhi Hanuman Temple
around 3:00 PM. Follow-
ing an altercation, the
primary accused, Bhola
(alias Dheru Yadav),
alongside an accom-
plice, repeatedly stabbed
Lokesh about five to six
times in the hands, arms,

and abdomen.

| CRIME PREVENTION |

Repeat narcotics offender sent
to 3-month preventive detention

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Acting on a
detailed report submit-
ted by the Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Durg
Divisional Commissioner
Satyanarayan Rathore
has issued an order for
the three-month preven-
tive detention of habitual
narcotics offender Ban-
wali Agrawal under the
Prevention of Illicit Traf-
fic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(PIT-NDPS) Act, 1988. Ban-
wali Agrawal, a resident

of Hathkhoj Para in Utai,
has a persistent history
of narcotics violations,
with cases registered
against him under the
NDPS Act in 2015, 2018,
2023, and 2025. Despite
previous judicial custody,
convictions, and finan-
cial penalties imposed
by the Special NDPS
Court, the accused con-
tinuously returned to the
illegal trade of cannabis
and liquor upon securing
bail. The police report
highlighted that Agrawal
operated a covert traf-

ficking network, target-
ing local youth and daily
wage labourers while cre-
ating an atmosphere of
intimidation that deterred
witnesses from coming
forward. Observing that
his continued presence
in society posed a direct
threat to public safety
and social stability, the
Divisional Commissioner
invoked Section 3 read
with Section 11 of the
PIT-NDPS Act, ordering
his immediate three-
month detention at Cen-
tral Jail, Durg.

| WELFARE SCHEMES |

Mahtari Vandan Yojana brings hope
and self-reliance to beneficiary

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Ahead of Raksha
Bandhan, the  Chhattis-
garh government’s flagship
Mahtari Vandan Yojana has
brought renewed hope and
financial independence to
Geetu Dewangan, a resident
of Aditya Nagar in Durg. Fac-
ing severe financial hardship
following the untimely death
of her husband, Geetu was
left as the sole caregiver for
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her elderly mother-in-law
and two young children. With
daily-wage earnings no longer
sufficient, regular monthly
financial support under the
state initiative has become a

critical lifeline for household
survival and children’s edu-
cation. Beneficiaries received
their monthly installment
ahead of schedule for Raksha
Bandhan, doubling the festive
spirit. Expressing gratitude to
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai,
Geetu stated that the timely
assistance fulfills the role of a
supportive brother, empow-
ering vulnerable families with
lasting dignity, economic sta-
bility, and self-reliance.

Central Chronicle News

BHILALI: The Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
has initiated a project to
develop free left turns
across major intersec-
tions and busy arterial
roads to ease vehicular
congestion.  Executed
under the Central Gov-
ernment’s 15th Finance
Commission  National
Clean Air Programme

| TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENT |

(NCAP), the initiative
targets high-density traf-
fic corridors to eliminate
unnecessary halts for
commuters turning left.

Civic authorities noted
that streamlining turns
will significantly shorten
queues at traffic signals,
lower idling emissions,

BMC introduces free left turns at major
junctions to ease trafﬁc congestlon

and enhance overall
road safety. The Munic-
ipal Commissioner has
instructed engineers to
expedite implementa-
tion and conduct peri-
odic on-site inspections
for continuous traffic
optimization. Addition-
ally, the civic body urged
motorists to adhere to
traffic regulations and
avoid parking in unau-
thorized zones.

Poster unveiled for Sawan Teej Queen Mahotsav

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Former Mem-
ber of Parliament Saroj
Pandey unveiled the
official poster for the
upcoming Sawan Teej
Queen Mahotsav, an
exclusive  competition
for married women. The
event features three cat-

egories: Junior (21-35
years), Senior (36-50
years), and  Classic

(above 50 years).

Centering on the
theme “Radha Rani,” the
pageant comprises three

stages a ramp walk, an
introduction and ques-
tion-and-answer

ses-

sion, and a talent round.
Alongside the main con-
test, side events such as
pooja thali decoration,
rangoli, bridal makeup,
mehndi, and housie will
also take place. Organiz-
ers Kanhaiya Soni and
Lalit Mohan announced
that registration is free,
and free saplings will
be distributed to partic-
ipants and spectators to
promote environmental
conservation.

Unauthorized banners pose severe
traffic hazards for NH corridor

Central Chronicle News

BHILAIL: Shiv Sena (UBT)
Durg-Bhilai Joint District
President Raju Gupta has
raised serious concerns
over severe traffic hazards
along the National Highway
corridor passing through
Kosa Nagar, Supela, Power
House, Khursipar, Charoda,
and Kumhari. In a press
release, Gupta highlighted

that herds of stray cattle
occupying high-speed road
stretches have made driving
extremely hazardous, not-
ing a recent crash involving
aBJP leader’s car. He further
pointed out that political

banners, flex boards, and
birthday posters clutter
streetlights, dividers, and
safety reflectors. These
oversized banners obstruct
road signage and obscure
drivers’ peripheral vision.
Hanging torn hoardings also
pose severe risks to speed-
ing vehicles, leading to fre-
quent traffic congestion and
increasing the danger of
fatal accidents.

| FROM ‘I’ TO ‘WE’ |

Tarang 3.0 drwes stmtegzc leadersth lransformation

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The Steel Author-
ity of India Limited’s
(SAIL) leadership devel-
opment initiative, Tarang
3.0, is driving a profound
cultural  evolution at
Bhilai Steel Plant (BSP).
By transitioning from tra-
ditional individual prob-
lem-solving to collective
capability-building,  the
programme is redefining
operational leadership

across various key depart-
ments.Structured around

experiential workshops,
strategic thinking, design
thinking, and data-driven
decision-making, Tarang
3.0 encourages senior
managers to pivot from an

“I” to a “We” mindset. Offi-
cials across power systems,
steel melting, and human
resources reported a deci-
sive shift toward active
listening, cross-functional
collaboration, and foster-
ing team ownership rather

than relying solely on top-
down authority. Partici-
pants noted that true lead-
ership now means building
sustainable, long-term
systems and empowering
teams to resolve challenges
autonomously. Successful
implementations—such as
cross-departmental  digi-
tized workflows and long-
term process improve-
ments—demonstrate how
modern leadership tools
are being integrated into

daily shop-floor opera-
tions. By prioritizing shared
capability over isolated
technical expertise, Tarang
3.0 ensures that Bhilai
Steel Plant strengthens
organizational resilience.
The ongoing initiative rein-
forces that enduring indus-
trial success lies not just in
high-tech  infrastructure,
but in continuous human
enablement and collabo-
rative leadership across all
operational tiers.

U-19 cricket selection
trials on August 30

BHILAI: The Sports, Cul-
ture & Civic Amenities
department of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant (BSP) is set to
host selection trials for its
Under-19 (Boys) cricket team
on August 30, 2026. The
selected squad will represent
BSP in the upcoming 2026-27
Under-19 state cricket tour-
naments organized by the
Chhattisgarh State Cricket
Association (CSCA). The tri-
als are scheduled to begin at

9:00 AM at the BSP Cricket
Ground, Civic Centre, Bhilai.
Aspiring male cricketers
residing across Bhilai and
surrounding peripheral areas
are invited to participate. To
qualify, candidates must be
born on or after September
1, 2008. Trial In-charge and
DGM (S, C&CA) Rajendra
Prasad has instructed partic-
ipants to complete reporting
protocols at the venue by
8:30 AM sharp.

ONLINE BETTING
Absconding
accused
arrested

BHILAI: Durg Police, in
coordination with the
Anti-Crime and Cyber Unit
(ACCU), have arrested
an absconding accused,
Umesh Bhagat alias Uncle,
in connection with an
online cricket betting syn-
dicate. The case originates
from a raid conducted on
February 22 in Takiyapara,
where a network was
caught operating an illegal
betting racket on an India-
South Africa cricket match.
While police had previ-
ously arrested 12 individ-
uals and seized electronic
equipment and cash worth
Rs. 2.7 lakh, Bhagat had
evaded capture.

FRAUD
Woman duped
of Rs 3.90 lakh

BHILAI:  Padmanabhpur
Police in Durg registered
a fraud case against Ajajur
Rahim Qureshi for alleg-
edly scamming a local
woman out of Rs. 3.90
lakh under the pretense
of securing her a Assistant
Grade-3 government job
in the Women and Child
Development Department.
The victim, Smt. Lakshmi,
a long-time computer
operator at Durg Munici-
pal Corporation, met the
accused during routine
computer repair work.
Promising contacts in
the department, Qureshi
demanded Rs 4 lakh.
Between June and August
2025, Lakshmi transferred
Rs 3.90 lakh online.

OLX FRAUD
Man scammed
of Rs 2.37 Lakh

BHILAI: A 31-year-old res-
ident of Smriti Nagar,
Vishesh Tiple, lost Rs
2,37,222 in an online
scam after listing used
sports and fitness equip-
ment for sale on OLX on
July 28, 2026. The fraud-
ster, identifying himself
as Ashok Kumar, initially
built trust by conducting
small transactions of Rs.
5. Claiming transactions
were blocked, he coerced
Vishesh into making
multiple UPI and IMPS
transfers from his Canara
Bank and RBL Bank
accounts to “release
funds.” Supela Police reg-
istered FIR under BNS
Section 318(4) following a
cyber complaint.
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wants to know.”

Abhijeet Dipke
Founder of CJP
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“What does the Prime Minister
have to say about the movement
of 21 August, whose name Mr
Nadda is not taking? The country

Sikkim task force to assist
residents trapped in Nepal

An official has stated that the government of Sikkim has constituted
a task force to help its residents.

Press Trust Of India

GANGTOK: The Sikkim
government has consti-
tuted a task force to pro-
vide relief and necessary
assistance to residents of
the state who may have
been stranded, missing
or otherwise affected
by the devastating flash
floods in Nepal, an official
said on Friday.

The task force will be
headed by Sikkim State
Disaster Management
Authority Director Prab-
hakar Rai. It will coor-
dinate with the Central
government, the Indian
Embassy in Nepal and

other relevant agencies to
gather information about
Sikkim residents affected
by the disaster. According
to a government notifica-
tion issued on Thursday,

the task force will col-
lect, compile and verify
information concerning
people reported miss-
ing, stranded, injured,
deceased or otherwise

affected by the ﬂoods
It will also maintain
communication with
the families of affected
residents and facilitate
the exchange of verified

HIGHLIGHT

@ Several residents of
Sikkim are trapped in

Nepal floods.

information  regarding
their safety, status and
whereabouts. Mean-

while, the death toll from
flash floods in central
Nepal rose to 469 on Fri-
day, with rescue teams
recovering more bodies.
Authorities have so far
rescued 1,545 injured and
stranded people from
various affected areas. Of
these, 84 are currently
undergoing treatment at
hospitals in Kathmandu.

Political row erupts
as BJP condemns
suspension of teachers

Central Chronicle News

HUBBALLI: Union Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi on
Friday accused the Kar-
nataka government of

acting with  “hatred”
and “vindictiveness”
after two government

school teachers were sus-
pended for participating
in RSS route marches.
He demanded that the
suspension orders be
withdrawn. Joshi ques-
tioned the government’s
priorities, asking whether
it should focus on trac-
ing missing IAS officer
Jnanendra Kumar Gang-
war, who is allegedly
linked to irregularities in
Karnataka Public Service
Comumission recruitment,
instead of taking action
against teachers. The
Education Department
suspended Yadgir district

FASTFACTS

® The teachers were
suspended from their
duties after they
participated in an RSS
route march.

teachers Gururaj Joshi
and Anna Saheb Desh-
mukh pending a depart-
mental inquiry. Officials
said their participation in
an RSS Patha Sanchalana
prima facie violated pro-
visions of the Karnataka
Civil Services (Conduct)
Rules, 2021.

| CM HAILS GURU & AYYANKALI |

Satheesan pays tribute to Sree
Guru and Ayyankall s legacy

Press Trust Of India

Thiruvanathapuram: Ker-
alaleadersonFridaypaid
tribute to social reform-
ers Sree Narayana Guru
and Ayyankali on their
birth anniversaries,
highlighting their con-
tributions to humanity,
social justice, equality
and education.

Kerala Chief Min-
ister V D Satheesan
described the two
reformers as among the
greatest revolutionaries
the state has witnessed.
He said Sree Narayana

Guru’s greatness lay not
only in spreading his
ideals but also in prac-
tising them throughout
his life. Guru’s message

that humanity rises
above caste and reli-
gion was rooted in love
and respect for fellow
human beings. Sathee-
san said Ayyankali

helped oppressed sec-
tions recognise educa-
tion as the key to social
progress.

His uncompromis-
ing fight against caste
discrimination and his
advocacy for the rights
of marginalised com-
munities continue to
inspire society.

J&K political
worker booked
for fraud

SRINAGAR: Anantnag
Police in Jammu and Kash-
mir have registered a case
against a “political leader”
on charges of cheating,
fraud and criminal intim-
idation, officials said on
Friday. The case was filed
following a written com-
plaint by Waheed Ahmad
Itoo, a resident of Hassan
Noor in Aishmugam, who
is currently staying at
Hostel. According to the
complaint, Aabid Hussain
Nengroo of Krandigam
in Bijbehara allegedly
induced Itoo to pay Rs
8.25 lakh by promising
to secure him a Special
Police Officer (SPO) job.

| CROSS-BORDER TRADE HIT BY FLOODS |
Nepal floods wreck havoc on cross-
border trade; Trucks stranded in UP

Press Trust Of India

Maharajganj/Kushina-
gar: Devastating flash
floods in Nepal have dis-
rupted cross-border trade
with India, affecting the
movement of goods vehi-
cles through the Sonauli
border in Maharajganj,
Uttar Pradesh. Damaged
and flooded roads in
Nepal have caused severe
delays, with a queue of
around 16 km of cargo
trucks forming on the
Indian side as vehicles
wait to enter the neigh-
bouring country. Trucks

bound for Kathmandu
and other parts of Nepal
are facing delays due to
disrupted road connec-
tivity. The traffic backlog
has extended towards
Nautanwa, raising con-
cerns about movement
along the national high-
way. Security agencies
and police personnel are

monitoring the situation
and regulating vehicle
movement.Circle Officer
Basant Singh said surveil-
lance at the Sonauli bor-
der had been intensified
and police station heads
in border areas had been
directed to remain alert.
Officials warned that
delays in restoring road
connectivity could fur-
ther affect the movement
and supply of essential
goods between India and
Nepal. The floods have
also affected people from
Maharajganj who work in
Nepal.

| 58 FIRS REGISTERED AGAINST COGNISABLE OFFENCES |

Securily tightened on NH-202 lifeline as
Manipur police register 58 FIRs in Ukhrul

Press Trust Of India

IMPHAL: Manipur Police
have registered 58
FIRs involving cognis-
able offences along
National Highway 202
(NH-202) in Ukhrul
district since clashes
between Kuki and Naga
communities began in
February, according to
a status report submit-
ted before the Manipur

=

High Court. The report,
filed on August 25 in
connection with a Pub-
lic Interest Litigation
seeking safe and unin-
terrupted movement of

civilians and vehicles
carrying essential sup-
plies, described NH-202
as a vital economic and
supply lifeline connect-
ing Ukhrul and Kamjong

districts with Imphal.
Police said all reported
cognisable offences along
the Mahadev-T M Kasom
stretch of the highway
were promptly registered
at Litan Police Station. Of
the 58 cases, two have
been transferred to the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA), including
one involving Kuki vic-
tims and another involv-
ing Tangkhul victims.

Pre.sulent Murmu celebrales Raksha Bandhan with students

President Droupadi Murmu celebrates ‘Raksha Bandhan’ festival with school students at Rashtrapatl Bhavan

Cultural Center, in New Delhi.

| BENGAL CM’S ATTACK ON AZADI SLOGANS |

Suvendu Adhikari warns against azadi
slogans, Kishenji Wall grafﬁtl

KOLKATA: West Bengal
Chief Minister Suvendu
Adhikari on Friday criti-
cised those raising “Azadi”
slogans and questioned
the writing of “Red Salute
Kishanji” on the walls
of Jadavpur University.
Speaking at a Raksha
Bandhan programme in
his Bhabanipur constitu-
ency in Kolkata, Adhikari

highlighted patriotism,
India’s freedom struggle
and the sacrifices of free-
dom fighters. He alleged
that while the armed

forces protect the coun-
try from external threats,
some “anti-national” ele-
ments seek to weaken it
from within. Expressing
concern over “Azadi” slo-
gans and references to
Kashmir, Adhikari asked
what freedom was being
demanded when India
had gained indepen-
dence decades ago.

Telangana activates helpline to trace 22
missing people after Nepal flash floods

HYDERABAD: The Telan-
gana government is mak-
ing efforts to trace 22 peo-
ple from the state whose
whereabouts remain
unknown following devas-
tating flash floods in Nepal,
officials said. A helpline
established at Telangana
Bhavan in New Delhi on
August 26 has received
around 80-100 calls from

family members and oth-
ers seeking information
and assistance. After pre-

liminary scrutiny and
verification, authorities
identified 20 cases involv-

ing 23 people for further
action and coordination.
Of these, six are residents
of Telangana, while 17 are
Telangana-origin non-resi-
dent Indians. One person
from Ranga Reddy district
who had travelled for the
Kailash-Mansarovar Yatra
has since been confirmed
safe and contacted his
family.

| RAMACHANDRAN'S APPEAL TO CONGRESS FOR RESHUFFLE |

Press Trust Of India

Mullappally urges Cmgleaders lo end stalemale

KOZHIKODE: Senior Con-
gress leader Mullappally
Ramachandran on Friday
urged the party leadership
to complete the Kerala
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (KPCC) reshuffle
without further delay,
saying party activities
in Kerala had remained
largely stagnant for nearly

three months due to the
absence of a full-time state
president. Ramachan-
dran said Kerala needed
a full-time KPCC presi-
dent, noting that incum-
bent Sunny Joseph is
also serving as the state
electricity minister. He
said around 101 days had
passed since the govern-
ment assumed office and
stressed that the party

dedicated

required a
organisational head. He

oo

“It has already
been 101 days since
the government
assumed power.

Mullappally
Ramachandran
Senior Congress Leader
ruled out the need for an
ad-hoc arrangement and

expressed confidence
that AICC general secre-
tary K C Venugopal, who
oversees the organisa-
tion, would take a deci-
sion soon.

Ramachandran  sup-
ported the principle of
“one man, one post”, say-
ing the Congress had sev-
eral capable leaders who
could take up the respon-
sibility.

Yogi advises children to
limit smartphone use

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath on Friday advised
schoolchildren to limit
smartphone use, warn-
ing that excessive screen
time could affect eyesight
and reduce their ability to
think and understand.
Addressing schoolgirls
at the ‘Sneh Bandhan’
programme at his official
residence in Lucknow on

Raksha Bandhan, Adity-
anath said technology
was important but should
be used within limits. He
urged children to develop
good thinking and avoid
excessive  dependence
on smartphones. The CM
said people earlier mem-
orised multiplication
tables and basic calcula-
tions but now rely heavily
on devices.

NEWSLINE
MUMBAI

Amusement park
fined Rs.4.75 lakh

A consumer com-
mission in Nagpur has
directed Fun N Food Vil-
lage amusement park and
its management to pay Rs
4.75 lakh compensation
after guests at an engage-
ment ceremony were
allegedly served expired
bottled water and sweets
containing dead flies.

The Additional Dis-
trict Consumer Disputes
Redressal ~ Commission
observed that serving
expired food and bev-
erages was not merely a
deficiency in service but
an extremely negligent
and irresponsible act that
endangered the health
and safety of consumers.
It said such conduct vio-
lated consumers’ basic
right to protection from
hazardous goods and ser-
vices.

KOCHI

TDB president
denies reports

Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB) pres-
ident K Jayakumar on
Friday dismissed reports
that the traditional
Thiruvonasadya was
not served to devotees
at Sabarimala on Thiru-
vonam day.Speaking to
reporters, Jayakumar
said the claims that the
feast had been disrupted
or restricted were false.
He said the TDB had
organised the traditional
sadya without collecting
money from devotees
or relying on sponsors,
entirely bearing the
expense itself.

CHENNAI

Vijay urges court
lo vacate stay

Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister C Joseph Vijay on
Friday approached the
Madras High Court seek-
ing to vacate its interim
order restraining the
Election Commission
from issuing notifications
for bye-elections in five
Assembly constituencies
where elected candidates
had resigned.

Vijay made the request
in his counter-affidavit
filed in response to a
Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL) by advocate K
Venkatachalapathy. The
constituencies  include
Tiruchirappalli (East),
one of the two seats
won by Vijay in the April
2026 Assembly elections
before he resigned.

PANAJI

Political row
eruplts in Goa

The Goa Educa-
tion Department has
directed educational
institutions to ensure
a  500-metre drug-
free zone around their
campuses, following a
recommendation from
the Narcotics Control
Bureau under the Min-
istry of Home Affairs.

The circular, issued
by Education Direc-
tor Shailesh Zingde on

Thursday, applies to
government, aided,
unaided, secondary,

higher secondary and
special  schools. It
asks school heads to
take immediate steps
to maintain the area
within 500 metres of
their campuses as drug-
free. The directive drew
criticism from Opposi-
tion parties.
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PM Housing approval may lapse
without construction.

Sanjay Agrawal
Collector Bilaspur
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Mahasamund hosts khelo india
dialogue for youth participation

Khelo India dialogue at Basna college inspires students toward sports, discipline,
leadership, health, skills and nation building.

Central Chronicle News

MAHASAMUND: August
27, 2026: On the occa-
sion of National Sports
Day, a Khelo India
Dialogue titled “Khel
Ki Baat PM ModiKe-
Saath” was organised at
SwargiyaJaydevSatpathi
College in Basna under
the aegis of My Bharat
Youth Programme.

KHELOS iNDIA §

DIALOGUE

HIGHLIGHT

® PM Modi’s
interaction motivated
youth through sports,
discipline and national
development.

eoStudents participate
in quiz, share
suggestions and
register as My Bharat
volunteers.

Rural infrastructure
boost announced
In target areas

Central Chronicle News

RAJNANDGAON: district
collectors and adminis-
trative heads across Khai-
ragarh, Chhuikhadan,
Rajnandgaon, Mohla, Man-
pur, and AmbagarhChowki
convened joint review
meetings to expedite key
rural infrastructure proj-
ects. The regional public
works and rural develop-
ment divisions received
strict directives to clear
backlogs on all-weather
road construction, com-
munity hall setups, and

ensure continuous power
grid access and seam-
less mobile connectivity
for tribal hamlets. Local
administrative teams were
instructed to conduct reg-
ular spot inspections so
that civil works strictly
adhere to quality stan-
dards and timelines. In
Khairagarh and Chhuik-
hadan, urban local bodies
cleared fund allocations
for street lighting and
internal concrete paving
across newly integrated
municipal wards.

Public grievance cells

The programme clean drinking water pipe-  operating across these five
aimed to create greater overall development, chief guest. Basna Sub- representative Mahit the event, the direct |line extensions under the districts reported higher
awareness among discipline, leadership Divisional = Magistrate Patel, Professor Vijay broadcast of Prime Min- | JalJeevan Mission. resolution rates during this
young people and stu- and nation building. HarishankarPaikra, and My Bharatin-charge ister NarendraModi’sK- Special focus was weekly drive, especially
dents about sports Mahasamund Col- TehsildarNitin Thakur, Abhishek Das were also helo India interaction | directed toward concerning land record
and encourage their lector Vinay Kumar college principal Suren- present, along with a with young people |remote forest patches digital updates and new
participation in activi- Lahange attended the dra Sao, MP represen- large number of col- was screened for the |in Mohla-Manpur and housing approvals under
ties that contribute to programme as the tative Naveen Sao, MLA lege students. During participants. AmbagarhChowki to  rural housing schemes.

| INSPECTION | Public Redressal | HEALTHCARE |

Crop health inspections intensifed
for agricultural assistance

Central Chronicle News

BENETARA: To safeguard
local agricultural out-
put during peak mon-
soon conditions between
August 19 and August 25,
the Agriculture Depart-
ment launched com-
prehensive field inspec-
tions across Bemetara,
Simga, and neighboring
farming clusters.

District officers visited
local cooperative societ-
ies (Gauthans and Samitis)
to audit the availability
and smooth distribution

of subsidized fertilizers,

high-quality seeds, and
essential pest prevention
solutions.

In Bemetara and Simga,
agricultural extension offi-
cers held interactive work-
shops with small and mar-
ginal farmers, advising

them on modern drainage
management techniques
to prevent waterlogging in
paddy fields.

The administration
ensured that seasonal
irrigation canals were
monitored daily to dis-
tribute water equitably
across tail-end fields. Rev-
enue officials were also
deployed alongside crop
specialists to evaluate field
conditions, address claims
regarding minor pest out-
breaks, and guide farmers
through digital insurance
registration portals.

Camp held

KAWARDHA: During the
August 19-25 window,
the Kawardha district
administration con-
ducted a major pub-
lic grievance redressal
camp at the district col-
lectorate campus.
Department heads

from revenue, public
works, rural develop-
ment, and electricity sat
together to address citi-
zen complaints directly.

Over two hundred
applications covering
land mutation disputes,
pending pension approv-
als, and electricity trans-
former replacements
were logged during the
day-long event.

Public Healthcare Services
upgraded in Balod,Gunderdehi

Central Chronicle News

BALOD: The District
Health Society of Balod
executed a multi-tier
health infrastructure
check across Gunderdehi
and Arjunda commu-
nity health centers from
August 19 to August 25.
Medical superin-
tendents and regional
health officers launched
targeted wellness camps
focusing on seasonal
vector-borne diseases,
maternal healthcare
monitoring, and child

-

o

nutrition. Diagnos-
tic labs at primary
health centers received
upgraded testing Kkits
to expedite blood test
evaluations and provide
immediate treatment.

In addition, emer-

gency ambulance
response units in Gun-
derdehi and Arjunda
were audited to verify
that critical care trans-
port equipment operates
reliably across remote
village routes.

Eco-tourism expansion and forest
guarding framework strengthened

| ECO-TOURISM |

Central Chronicle News

GARIYABAND: Forest

administrative authorities
Gariyaband and Rajim rolled
out new conservation guide-
lines and infrastructure blue-
prints between August 19 and
August 25 to protect bio-diver-
sity while boosting sustainable
eco-tourism. Joint teams from
the forest department and
local municipal bodies sur-
veyed key riverbanks, sacred
and forest stretches

groves,

and
in

management

along the Rajim-Gariyaband
tourist corridor to identify
areas suitable for low-impact
tourist facilities and bio-waste
units.To

deployed

Management

curb

illegal timber logging and wild-
life poaching, forest divisions
additional
patrol units equipped with GPS
tracking tools. Border check-
points connecting forest routes
were alerted to keep continu-
ous vigilance. Simultaneously,
community-led forest protec- lic
tion committees (Joint Forest
Committees)
were reactivated to involve
local tribal youth in eco-guided
tours, wildlife protection, and
seasonal tree plantation drives.

| SANITATION|

mobile ARANG:

Municipal
cils across Arang, Kharora,
and Ahivara launched tar-
geted urban renewal drives
between August 19
August 25 to revamp pub-
sanitation,
and road safety.

Local sanitation teams
conducted intensive desilting
of major stormwater drains
to prevent urban flooding
during heavy rain spells. Pub-

coun-

and

drainage,

lic plac
bus stops were subjected to
deep cleaning and systematic

Urban sanitation, basic infrastructure
upgrades implemented in Arang

Central Chronicle News

mination networks, replac-
ing damaged sodium lamps

waste segregation awareness with energy-efficient LED
programs. In Arang and fixtures on main transit
Kharora, municipal engi- corridors.

REVIEW

Revenue and
land cases
reviewed
MAHASAMUND: Senior
revenue officials held a
comprehensive review
meeting from  August

19 to August 25 to clear
long-pending land reve-
nue, demarcation, and
property mutation mat-
ters. Tehsildars and sub-
divisional magistrates
received strict instructions
to expedite pending file
clearance and minimize
procedural delays that
inconvenience land own-
ers. The district adminis-
tration reviewed the prog-
ress of digital land record
updates and online portal
integrations, ensuring
land records match actual
ground surveys accurately.

CAMP

Health screening
camp held

BALOD: The Health and
Family Welfare Department
in Balod organized mul-
ti-specialty health screen-
ing camps across several
remote rural villages from
August 19 to August 25.
Medical teams con-
sisting of general physi-
cians, gynecologists, and
eye specialists provided
free consultations, health
check-ups, and essential
medicines to hundreds
of local residents. Spe-
cial diagnostic counters
screened attendees for
hypertension,  diabetes,
seasonal vector-borne ill-
nesses, and anemia among
pregnant women. Malnour-
ished children were regis-
tered for targeted nutrition
programs managed by local
Anganwadicenters.

WATERSHED

Watershed
management
projects begin

GARIYABAND: To combat
soil erosion and conserve
surface  runoff during
the ongoing monsoon,
the Gariyaband district
administration sanctioned
new watershed projects
between August 19 and
August  25.  Technical
approvals were granted for
constructing check-dams,
boulder structures, and
percolation tanks across
critical stream paths.

Goswami Tulsidas spread Lord

Ram’s ideals: MLA In

Tulsidas Jayanti united
villagers in celebrat-
ing timeless values of
devotion and harmony.

SIMGA: Goswami Tul-
sidas Jayanti was cele-
brated with reverence
and enthusiasm at
Dhobni village, with
MLA Indra Sao attending
as chief guest. Retired

Lakhan Lal

teacher
Sahu presided over the

programme, attended
by representatives from
nearly 15 neighbouring

dra Sao

villages. Addressing the
gathering, Sao said Tul-
sidas brought the ideals
of Lord Shri Ram to the
masses through his liter-
ary works.

He said the Ram-
charitmanas promoted
truth, sacrifice, com-
passion, service, broth-
erhood and moral con-
duct, values that remain
relevant today.

Water-logging raises
concerns over dispensary

CHHURA: Continuous
rainfall has aggravated
waterlogging at the Gov-
ernment  Homeopathic
Dispensary in Chhura,
raising serious concerns
over basic infrastructure
and inconvenience to
patients.

The dispensary prem-
ises have reportedly been
inundated three times
during the current mon-

soon season. Rainwater
accumulating within the
premises has made move-
ment difficult for patients,
attendants and staff.

Volleyball player Hemshikhar Dhruva
to get Shaheed Pankaj V_ikram award

CHHURA: Talented volley-
ball player Hemshikhar
Dhruva of Saragaon vil-
lage in Chhura has been
selected for the Shaheed
Pankaj Vikram Award for
2025-26, bringing pride
to Gariaband district.
He will receive the hon-
our along with a cash
prize of Rs 25,000. Son
of Medni Kumar Dhruva,
Hemshikhar has repre-

TL
o

sented Chhattisgarh in
Senior National Volley-
ball Championships for
several years. He partici-
pated in national tourna-

ments held in Chennai in
2019, Bhubaneswar from
2020 to 2022, Guwahati
in 2023, Jaipur in 2025
and Varanasi in 2026. He
will receive the award on
August 29, National Sports
Day, at Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Hockey
Stadium. Hemshikhar
began his sporting jour-
ney at the Sports Complex
Hostel in Gariaband.

| REDRESSAL |

Administration inlensifies field grievance redressal

Central Chronicle News

MANPUR: To improve
governance in hard-to-
reach tribal belts, senior
administrative and police
officials conducted exten-
sive ground-level moni-
toring tours across Mohla
and Manpur districts from
August 19 to August 25.
District collectors held
Choupal style public hear-

ings in interior villages,
giving residents a direct
platform to air grievances
regarding public distribu-

W s S
tion system (PDS) ration
supplies, electricity out-
ages, and land title certif-
icates (Patta). Immediate

instructions were issued
on-site to resolve minor
administrative  disputes
and fasttrack pending
land records.

Department heads
were mandated to review
ration shop inventory logs
to verify that monthly sub-
sidized rice, sugar, and
salt distributions occur
without leakage. Special
security and administra-

tive coordination meet-
ings were also conducted
to monitor progress on
local rural road networks
designed to connect inte-
rior habitations with sub-
divisional headquarters.
These active field visits
ensured that government
social safety schemes
function effectively even
in geographically chal-
lenging forest zones.

Free health camp in Dhamtari on August 30

DHAMTARI: A large free
health camp will be orga-
nised in Dhamtari on
Sunday, August 30, in
memory of Sardar Harsh-
meet Singh Ajmani.

The camp is being
organised jointly by
Pujya Panchayat Sindhi
Samaj Samiti, Dhamtari,
with  special support
from VY Hospital, Raipur.
The camp will be held
from 10 am to 4 pm at
Pujya Panchayat Sindhi

Samaj Samiti Dharam-
shala, Amapara, Dham-
tari. Super specialist
doctors from VY Hospi-
tal, Raipur, will provide
free health consultations.
Aravind Eye Hospital,
Raipur, will conduct free
eye examinations and
distribute spectacles free
of cost. The camp will
also offer machine-based
breast cancer screening
(mammography), a blood
donation camp, blood

tests, ECG, physiother-
apy and free medicines.

Specialists  will be
available for trauma and
orthopaedics, cancer,

cardiology, general sur-
gery, general medicine,
gastroenterology, kidney
diseases, dermatology,
gynaecology, paediatrics,
neurology, ENT, chest
diseases and physiother-
apy. The organisers have
appealed to avail the free
services.
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Science of raging
walers

The Government of India
recently notified the Mobile
Phone Manufacturing
Scheme (MPMS) with an
outlay of?

Who became the first Indian
| woman to receive the
| COSPAR Vikram Sarabhai
Medal?

Who was reappointed as a
part-time, non-official director
on the RBI Central Board in
August 2026?

Raging waters refer to
fast, violent, and highly
destructive moving water,
typically driven by the phys-
ics of flash floods, atmo-
spheric intensification, or
Extreme Ocean waves. Just 6
inches of fast-moving water
can knock a person down,
while 12 inches can carry
away vehicles.

Who was appointed along with
Anand Mahindra as a part-
time, non-official director on
the RBI Central Board?

The recent India-China border

SCIENCE WATCH
What if all 7500
Himalayan glaciers melt?

Nearly two billion people
across South Asia will face
catastrophic water shortages,
famine and massive floods.
There will be an economic
tsunami. The 7500 giant ice
masses in the Himalayas feed
major rivers like the Ganges,
Indus, and Brahmaputra.

‘The main culprit
is ‘albedo’

High Albedo

Lenwr Altzuco

L -

Ice and snow have a high
albedo, meaning they reflect
about 90% of incoming solar
radiation back into space. When
ice melts, it exposes darker land
or ocean water underneath.
These dark surfaces absorb sun-
light, release heat, and acceler-
ate local and global warming in
a self-reinforcing cycle.

talks were held where? Who

are the key participants?

.~ The newly described
- freshwater crab Ghatiana

_ Karnataka was discovered in
' which state?

©

What does the acronym
RDE stand for in the context
of advanced propulsion

technology?
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R.K. Laxman

R.K. Laxman the famous cartoonist and
illustrator created the famous character, the
‘Common Man’, who wore a checked coat
and dhoti, sported a white wisp of hair, and
stood as a bewildered witness to political
chaos. The best part is, the ‘Common Man’
never uttered a single word.
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Wagle Ki Duniya.

Laxman also created “Gattu,” the famous
mascot for the Asian Paints group depicting
a mischievous boy holding a paintbrush
and his satirical creations inspired the
popular Doordarshan TV series

Why do flash

I

*
He never wore a watch in his life and cut
his own hair instead of visiting a barber.

L

floods happen?

natural barrier releases a

massive surge ﬂf stored water. motorcycle, the Reitwagen.

August 29- THE DAY IN HISTORY

HESh ﬂOOdS happen WhEI'I a 1. August 29 is celebrated across India as National Sports Day and day of
Iarge amount of water flows formation of Constitution’s Drafting Committee in 1947 and as the day in
il'ltO an area VEIT qulckly 1966, when the Beatles performed their final commercial concert live.

1
usually within six hours 2. Also on this day, in 1976, the celebrated “Bidrohi Kobi” (Rebel Poet) whose
Uf hea\ry rain or another works heavily influenced the Indian freedom struggle, passed away.
sudden trigger. Also the sudden 3. On August 29, 1842, the Treaty of Nanjing was signed, ending the First
breal(ing Of a man_made or Opium War and ceding Hong Kong to Britain.

4. 1885: Gottlieb Daimler patented the world's first internal-combustion
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Daily Horoscope

ARIES

Divine knowledge from a
saintly man provides solace
and comfort. Don't overspend
too much in order to impress
others. Your stubborn nature
could mar the peace of your
parents. You need to give
heed to their advice. Better to
be obedient to save all from
offending.

Cosmic tip: You are ready to
build happy memories.

Gemini

A day when you will be able

to relax. Massage your body
with oil to give relief to your
muscles. Financial hassles seem
to get over as your parents
extend support. Children could
make the day very hard for you.
Use affection weapon to keep
their interest and avoid any
undue stress.

Cosmic tip: Some
disappointments are on way

Leo

Avoid overeating and keep a
check on your weight. You could
find yourself in an exciting

new situation-which will also
bring you financial gains. Love-
companionship and bonding on
the rise. Chances of meeting an
interesting person on card.

Cosmic tip: Turn over a new
leaf.

Libra

Today’s entertainment should
include sports activities and
outdoor events. Control your
expenses and try not to be too
lavish in your spending today.
Relatives/friends drop by for
a wonderful evening. You can
spend a good day reading an
interesting magazine or novel.

Cosmic tip: You totally
deserve it.

Sagittarius

Your mind will be receptive to
the good things. Natives who
are employed will require a
sustainable amount, but due to
unnecessary expenditure done
in the past, they won't have
enough. Small children keep you
busy and bring you joy. Mental
turmoil and turbulence as work
pressure builds up.

Cosmic tip: The cosmos is
looking after you.

Aquarius

For a contented life improve
your mental toughness. Those
who are operating small-

scale businesses can get any
advice from their closed ones
today, which can benefit them
financially. Invitation in a award
function of your child would be
the source of happiness. You
would likely to see your dream
coming true.

Cosmic tip: The cosmos is
working in your favour

Taurus

Health remains good. Perfect
day to purchase items that
would grow in value. Festive
atmosphere at home would
ease your tension. Make sure
you also participate in this
and not remain like a silent
spectator. Today, your family
will be happy.

Cosmic tip: Get your inner magic
back on.

Cancer

Astrological guidance by a
friend will encourage you to
improve your health. Money
position improves as delayed
payments are recovered.

Help your brother to keep

the things under control. Do
not give unnecessary air to a
conflict rather try to solve them
amicably.

Cosmic tip: Dejection is turning
into willingness.

Virgo

Keep an eye on your weight and
do not indulge in overeating.
Finances improve later in the
day. Some of you are likely to
purchase jewelry or a home
appliance. After completing
household chores, housewives
of this zodiac sign can watch a
movie on TV or get engaged in
their mobile phones in the free
time today.

Cosmic tip: You are ready to do
the work.

Scorpio

A beneficial day and you may
be able to find relief from a
prolong illness. Your dedication
and hard work will get noticed
and will bring some financial
rewards for you today. An
important message by post

will bring in happiness for the
entire family. Today you will get
enough time for yourself.

Cosmic tip: Conserve while you
also plan.

Capricorn )

You will recover from prolong
illness. But avoid a selfish short-
tempered person as he can give
you some tension-which could
further aggravate the problem.
Not a very beneficial day- so
check your money situation

and limit your expenses. Assist
your wife in domestic chores to
lessen her workload.

Cosmic tip: Find balance in
your life.

Pisces

Be cautious while drinking
and eating. Carelessness could
make you sick. Your creative
talents will prove to be highly
lucrative if put to proper use.
Enjoy the evening with your
family in a candle light dinner
to make it a special day. You
may be postponing everything
important today.

Cosmic tip: What crumbles
gives way.

| "URD OF THE DAY |- 4
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The day_ﬂn 5th March of a

year is the same day on what
date of the same year?
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G 5th August
9 5th October
G 5th November
0 5th December

‘Debilitate
lI - To make someone
' @ 5 weak and infirm

debilitate the patient if not

o Example
treated promptly.

- The disease will

(374 FLEL W = Since any date in March is

the same day of the week as the corresponding
date in Movember of that year, so the same day

1213
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Lambi Dehar Mines ?

Mussoorie's abandoned Lambi Dehar Mines
carry a grim history that has fuelled decades
of haunting stories. The mines are associated
with the deaths of numerous workers, and
local accounts describe an unsettling
atmosphere around the deserted site.
Visitors have claimed to hear screams and
encounter strange sensations near the
isolated roads. Tales of unexplained
accidents have further strengthened its :
reputation. Surrounded by overgrown slopes
and silence, Lambi Dehar offers a darker .
contrast to Mussoorie’s otherwise scenic and

W - Weaken, enfeeble, falls on 5th November, popular holiday setting today still.
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IndiGo to operate direct
flight from Guwahati to

Business

Yamaha launches new Y'ZF-R2 motorcycle

SN

]

Yamaha Motor Global Head Motofumi Shitara, Chairman of Yamaha Motor India Group Hajime Aota and other company officials gesture during
the launch of the company’s YZF-R2 motorcycle, in Chennai.

PM Jan Dhan Yojana has had
unparalleled impact: PM Modi

PM Modi hails Jan Dhan Yojana’s unprecedented impact as 59 crore accounts drive financial
inclusion, women’s empowerment and rural banking access nationwide.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has
said that the Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
(PMJDY), which com-
pleted 12 years on Friday,
has had an unparalleled
impact and transforma-
tive outcomes.
Launched by Modi
as one of his very first
programmes on August
28, 2014, the PMJDY has
witnessed a transfor-
mation in India’s finan-
cial landscape, and the
scheme has become a

s “‘g[

S '\F
|

torchbearer for financial
inclusion worldwide.
As the world’s largest
financial inclusion initia-
tive, PMJDY continues to
redefine access to bank-
ing for all Indians.

The PMJDY ensures
that every unbanked

@®Jan Dhan transforms
banking access,

empowering millions
across India

adult has access to a
basic bank account with
no minimum balance

requirement and no
maintenance  charges.
Each account comes

with a free RuPay debit
card, offering an acci-
dent insurance cover

of Rs 2 lakh, encourag-
ing digital transactions
and financial secu-
rity. Account holders
are also eligible for an
overdraft facility of up
to Rs 10,000, provid-
ing a safety net during
emergencies. “Unprece-
dented scale and trans-
formative outcomes! Jan
Dhan Yojana has had an
unparalleled  impact,”
Modi wrote on X, refer-
ring to a post of MyGov
India, the government of
India’s innovative citizen
engagement platform.
MyGov India said in

a series of social media
posts that there was a
time when access to for-
mal banking depended
on where someone
lives, financial standing
or simply how far the
person concerned was
from a bank. Today,
India’s banking land-
scape tells a different
story, with crores of Jan
Dhan accounts, wider
rural access, greater
participation by women
and banking reaching
the last mile, it said. “A
bank account is more
than a number.

Jio Platforms gets
Sebi nod for

mega IPO

Press Trust Of India

Jio Platforms secures
Sebi approval for IPO.

NEW DELHI: Jio Platforms
Ltd, the digital services
division of Reliance
Industries, has received
Sebi approval to float an
initial public offering that
could raise around USD
4 billion (approximately
Rs 37,700 crore), making
it potentially the largest
IPO in the country.

Jio Platforms had filed
its draft papers with the
market regulator in June
for the proposed public
issue. According to an
update with the mar-
ket regulator on Friday,
Jio Platforms obtained
Sebi’s final observations
on August 28. Sebi’s
observation is a key
step in the initial public
offering (IPO) process,
after which a company
can proceed with fur-

ther

preparations for
the public issue, subject
to applicable regulatory
requirements.  Accord-
ing to the Draft Red Her-
ring Prospectus (DRHP),
Jio Platforms will offer
up to 27 crore fresh
equity shares.

The issue will account
for around 2.9 per cent
of the company’s total
equity base  post-is-
sue. The company is
expected to raise around
Rs 37,700 crore through
the IPO at a valuation of
around USD 137 billion,
making it the largest IPO
in the country’s history,
sources said.

| ECONOMIC TIES |

India-Canada push for
sironger economic ties

Press Trust Of India

Global uncertainty
makes closer eco-
nomic ties essential.

WASHINGTON: Union
Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said

closer economic coop-
eration between India
and Canada has gained
greater importance amid
growing geopolitical and
economic  uncertainty,
calling for stronger part-
nerships to build resilient,
sustainable and inclusive
economiies. Address-
ing a joint briefing after
the inaugural Economic
and Financial Dialogue
between the two coun-
tries in Toronto, Sitha-
raman said the global
landscape is undergoing
profound transformation,
with geopolitical and eco-
nomic realities constantly
evolving. She said the dia-
logue reflected a shared
ambition to move beyond

traditional trade in goods
and services towards a
deeper economic part-
nership covering invest-

ment, finance, capital
markets and regulatory
cooperation.

Sitharaman and Cana-
dian Finance Minister
Francois-Philippe Cham-
pagne discussed three
broad areas—macroeco-
nomic developments
and domestic policy pri-
orities, financial-sector
cooperation, and wider
international and mul-
tilateral cooperation on
issues of mutual interest.

Highlighting  India’s
“remarkable macroeco-
nomic resilience,” Sitha-
raman said significant
complementarities  exist
between the two econo-
mies, offering consider-
able scope for expanding
investment and economic

cooperation. The two
sides explored oppor-
tunities in  cross-bor-

der payments, financial

HIGHLIGHT
® Stronger

partnerships can build
resilient, inclusive

economies
stability, fintech and
capital markets. Sitha-

raman said closer coor-
dination between their
financial systems could
facilitate greater flows
of trade, investment and
remittances. India and
Canada also discussed
cooperation in critical
minerals and energy
security, which could
help create more resil-
ient and diversified global
supply chains.

| NEW BRAND IDENTITY |

TATA. CARS uneeiled to woo younger car buyers

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Tata Motors
Passenger Vehicles Ltd
(TMPV) unveiled its new
brand identity, TATA.
CARS, bringing together
the company’s expand-

ing passenger vehicle
portfolio under the
future-focused brand

with the aim of attracting
the younger generation
of car buyers.

Inspired by the con-
viction that sees mobility
as a pathway to opportu-

nity, adventure and self-

expression, TATA.CARS
is built on the belief that
mobility should help
people go further, dream
bigger, and unlock what

is possible, the company
said. The new brand
signals TMPV’s next
leap forward in shaping
smarter, greener and
more connected mobil-

ity experiences, it said,
adding that TATA.CARS
is a name that is intuitive
globally.

“From India’s first
indigenous car to pio-
neering electric mobil-
ity and making safety
mainstream, we have
consistently challenged
limits and expanded
possibilities for millions
of customers. Yet, we
believe our boldest ambi-
tions remain ahead of
us. Today, we introduce
TATA.CARS. More than a

new brand identity, it is a
declaration of intent for
the future we envision,”
said the new identity,
Shailesh Chandra, Man-
aging Director and CEO
at Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicle Ltd. Anchored in
the promise, ‘Nothing’s
Too Far’, it conveys the
company’s belief that
mobility should open
doors, embrace possi-
bilities and empower
people to get closer to
what matters most to
them, he said.

Bangkok from Oct 27.

Himanta Biswa Sarma
Assam Chief Minister

BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?
Stock markets rebound ending 2-day losing streak
on buying in IT firms; Sensex jumps 331 pts

MUMBAI: Benchmark equity indi-
ces Sensex and Nifty rebounded
on Friday after two days of losses
and ended higher, tracking buying
in blue-chip IT stocks and a rally in
global markets. The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 330.92 points, or
0.43 per cent, to settle at 77,264.51.
During the day, it jumped 424.38
points, or 0.55 per cent, to 77,357.97.

The 50-share NSE Nifty settled
84.80 points, or 0.35 per cent, higher
at 24,175.65. Among the 30 Sensex
firms, Tata Consultancy Services,
Infosys, Tech Mahindra, HCL Tech,
Titan and Eternal were the major win-
ners. ICICI Bank, UltraTech Cement,
Asian Paints and ITC were among the
laggards. “Strong gains in IT stocks
helped Indian equities close higher
today. The sector was supported by

Nvidia’s strong earnings and upbeat
outlook, which reinforced optimism
around sustained Al-related invest-
ments and benefited firms involved
in enterprise Al deployment and
workflow integration.

“However, investor participa-
tion remained selective as markets
awaited comments from the Fed
Chair at the Jackson Hole symposium
for greater clarity on the US inter-
est-rate outlook and global liquid-
ity conditions,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Investments
Ltd, said.

According to Hariselvan Rad-
hakrishnan, Founder & CEO of HST
Wealth, a Research Analyst firm,
investors remained positive on IT
stocks amid supportive global cues
for the sector.

FALL IN GLOBAL OIL PRICES
Rupee rises 6 paise
to settle at 95.39
against US dollar

MUMBAI: The rupee rose 6 paise to
settle at 95.39 (provisional) against
the US dollar on Friday on the back
of a fall in global crude oil prices and
intervention by the Reserve Bank of
India. However, a marginally stron-
ger greenback and FII outflows kept
the local unit under pressure, forex
traders said. At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at 95.54
against the greenback and traded
in the range of 95.31-95.57 during
the session. It eventually settled at
95.39 (provisional), up 6 paise from
its previous close.

The rupee pared initial gains and
settled for the day lower by 1 paise at
95.45 against the US dollar on Thurs-
day. “Rupee appreciated from the
forenoon trades where it had dipped
to 95.55 level. RBI is intervening in
the market to stem any significant
depreciation in rupee. Better-than-
expected flows under the FCNR(B)
scheme, which has crossed USD 65
billion is contributing to the strength
in the rupee,” V K Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist, Geojit
Investments Ltd, said.

BULLION MARKET

Gold declines for 3rd
day, prices tumble 3,300
as $ gains strength

]

NEW DELHI: Gold’s shine dimmed fur-
ther on Friday, with prices falling by
Rs 3,300 to Rs 1.62 lakh per 10 grams
in the national capital as a resurgent
US dollar and profit-booking by trad-
ers extended bullion’s losing streak to
a third session. The yellow metal of
99.9 per cent purity depreciated by
Rs 3,300 to Rs 1,62,400 per 10 grams
(inclusive of all taxes) from Thurs-
day’s closing level of Rs 1,65,700 per
10 grams, according to local traders.

The three-day slide has pulled gold
down by Rs 4,700, or nearly 3 per
cent, from Rs 1,67,100 per 10 grams on
August 25, when the precious metal
was riding high on a recent rally.

Silver, too, lost ground in the
domestic markets, dropping Rs 5,000
to Rs 2,45,500 per kilogram (inclusive
of all taxes) from the previous close of
Rs 2,50,500 per kg.

NATIONAL STRATEGIC ASSETS
Stresses need for innovation Pharma sector is
India’s strategic assel, says Amit Shah

AHMEDABAD: India’s pharmaceuti-
cal sector is its “national strategic
asset”, and the country has not just to
become self-reliant but also to supply
medicines to the world, Union min-
ister Amit Shah said here. Speaking
at an awards ceremony here, he also
expressed confidence that the Bulk
Drug Park and Production-Linked
Incentive (PLI) schemes for the
pharma sector will be “very effective”
in breaking the hegemony of China.
The Narendra Modi government has
come up with several schemes to
make the sector strong, but the indus-
tries will have to focus on research
and innovation in order to move for-
ward, he said.

“At one time we were very ahead
in pharma, but gradually our place
was taken by China. But I still main-
tain that the Indian pharma sector is
India’s national strategic asset and we
should never let it go unnoticed. This
is our tradition,” the Union Home
Minister said, addressing a gathering
at PharmInnova Awards ceremony
2026 which recognises outstanding
research in pharmaceutical sciences.

“It is now the turn of the (pharma)
industry to not only make India
self-reliant in the field of medicines

e
[

but also provide medicines to the
world,” he said. “Every company will
have to concentrate on research and
encourage students and professors
sdoing research.

The Government of India has intro-
duced three schemes for research.
Still, if a company believes that it is a
small company, then five companies
can work together on the basis of
profit sharing,” Shah said.

The Modi government imple-
mented PLI scheme in the pharma
sector to encourage manufacturing
of critical API materials and medi-
cal devices in India, he noted, add-
ing that a world-class manufacturing
ecosystem is being created under
the rules of Bulk Drug and Medical
sDevice Park Policy.
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Individuals who don’t want
peace must be identified: CM

He said Assam Rifles and other security forces helped in the evacuation

of 47,000 people to safer places duri

Press Trust Of India

IMPHAL: Manipur Chief
Minister Y Khemchand
Singh on Friday said indi-
viduals in the state who
did not want peace needed
to be identified.

Singh made the
remarks at a guest lecture
titled ‘On Manipur Situa-
tion: Prevailing Trust Def-
icit and the Path Towards
Trust-Building’, organised
by the Assam Rifles.

The CM said before
the outbreak of violence
in May 2023, he regularly
travelled to the hill areas
and witnessed an atmo-
sphere of peace, harmony
and cooperation among
communities.

On the prevailing trust
deficit, Singh said it could
not be overcome merely
through discussions or
rhetoric but required sus-

tained interaction, dia-
logue and understanding
among communities.

Stating that restoration
of peace is the foremost
priority, Singh said the
government would not
compromise on this objec-
tive and that justice would
be delivered to the victims.

He also said during
his visits to various relief
camps and hill districts,
he interacted with people
from different communi-
ties and found that their

S22

Manipur Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh celebrates ‘Raksha

common desire was to
live in peace and return to

Bandhan'’ festival.

their respective homes.
Singh also said certain

ng the conflict.

individuals and groups
who seek to spread con-
flict must be identified.

“There are people
who do not want peace.
We have to identify and
correct them because
common people want
peace,” he said. Singh also
acknowledged the role of
police, Assam Rifles and
other security forces in
protecting lives during the
crisis and that members of
different communities had
also helped one another to
save human lives during
the difficult period.

He also appealed to all
communities, civil society
organisations, political
leaders and other stake-
holders to cooperate and
work collectively towards
removing the prevailing
trust deficit and restoring
peace in the state.

Miscreants trigger bomb

Unidentified miscre-
ants triggered a bomb

blast at the residential

compound of BJP MLA
Sapam Ranjan Singh in
Manipur’s Imphal West
district in the early hours
of Friday, police said.

No one was injured
in the explosion, which

left a small crater on the

LIGHT

The violence has
fundamentally changed
the situation in the
state, he said.

ground and caused minor
damage to the walls of
the compound.

blast at BJP MLA’s residence

Sapam told reporters,
“Today around 1.30 am, a
loud explosion was heard
at the rear side of my
residence, which almost
shook the house. Police
were informed and they
came to my place and

conducted an inspec-
tion,” the Konthoujam
MLA said.

Delhi tribunal
awards Rs 2.72
crore to man
who lost leg in
road accident

NEW DELHI: A motor acci-
dent claims tribunal has
awarded Rs 2.72 crore to a
23-year-old man who lost
his right leg in a road acci-
dent in 2023, saying an
earnest effort needed to be
made to compensate him
for his permanent disabil-
ity. In his petition, Anurag,
the claimant, told presiding
officer Abhilash Malhotra
that he was driving a goods
vehicle for his employer,
Yogesh Kumar, on Decem-
ber 4, 2023, near the Beg
Sarai flyover on Outer Ring
Road when a heavy goods
vehicle rammed his vehi-
cle from behind, causing
it to crash into a tree. The
offending vehicle fled the
spot, while Anurag was
rushed to a government
hospital, where his right
leg was amputated during
treatment, the petition said.
In the order dated August
25, the tribunal said it is
established that the acci-
dent took place due to rash
driving of the unknown,
untraced vehicle, which
hit the victim’s vehicle and
then fled from the spot. It
directed Reliance General
Insurance Co Ltd to deposit
Rs 2.72 crore under various
heads, including interest,
cost of artificial limb, main-
tenance of prosthetics,
attendant charges for life,
loss of future earnings and
non-pecuniary  damages
such as pain, suffering, dis-
figurement and loss of mar-
riage prospects.

Murder of freedom of
expression: Congress

Press Trust Of India

Top leaders slam
Penguin India on
Sonia memoir row

NEW DELHI: Several
Congress leaders lashed
out at Penguin Random
House India Friday,
accusing it of refusing to
publish Sonia Gandhi’s
memoir in India with
some claiming pressure
was put on the publishing
house to remove portions
related to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the RSS,
and “the occupation of
Indian territory by China
during Modi’s rule”.

The leaders also said
the publisher’s “refusal”
to publish the autobiogra-
phy is a “murder of free-
dom of expression” and a
matter of grave concern.

Their reaction came
after Penguin Random
House India issued a
statement saying it is not
the publisher of Gandhi’s
memoir “Belonging: A
Journey of Love”.

Earlier this month,
American publisher
Alfred A Knopf, an

imprint of Penguin Ran-
dom House, announced
that the book would
release on November 10.

“Penguin Random
House India is not the
publisher of Belonging in
India. Any suggestion that
Penguin Random House
India decided not to pub-

lish Belonging because
the author declined edi-
torial changes does not
accurately reflect the
circumstances,” Penguin
India said.

Its statement followed
a report in the Indian
Express which claimed
that the publisher backed
out after Gandhi refused
“editorial changes” to the
manuscript.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, senior Congress
leader and former Rajas-
than chief minister Ashok
Gehlot said, “Penguin
Worldwide is ready to
publish Smt. Sonia Gan-
dhi ji’'s upcoming book
worldwide in its original
form, but Penguin Ran-
dom House India wants
changes made to launch
it in India. After all, what
is the reason or what
pressure is there that
what is being published
across the world cannot
be published in India?”

Sonia Gandhi’s life is
an example of sacrifice
and dedication, and the
integrity and dignity with
which she has served the
country is exemplary, he
said. “Suppressing the
book of Smt. Sonia Gan-
dhi ji, a person of such
stature, a senior leader
of the nation, and former
Leader of the Opposition,
under pressure is tanta-
mount to the murder of
freedom of expression,”
Gehlot said. The real
issue is that pressure was

put on Penguin India
to remove the portions
related to Modi, the RSS,
and the occupation of
Indian territory by China
during Modi’s rule. This
is the murder of democ-
racy, he claimed.

“Why is this truth
being hidden from the
people of India? Will the
Modi government alter
even the facts by pressur-
ing publishers?” Gehlot
said. Senior party leader
and former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister
Kamal Nath said the pub-
lisher’s “refusal” to pub-
lish the autobiography
is a matter of grave con-
cern.

“Will the publisher
decide what a senior fig-
ure like Mrs. Gandhi will
write and what she will
not? The question also
arises whether the pub-
lisher is saying this on its
own or if there is pres-
sure from someone on it?
Even before this, the pub-
lication of some impor-
tant books has been
stopped under suspicious
circumstances. I consider
this kind of trend a seri-
ous threat to the freedom
of expression,” Nath said
in his post in Hindi.

The publication of
Gandhi’s autobiography
should happen soon, he
added. Congress’ deputy
leader in Lok Sabha Gau-
rav Gogoi slammed Pen-
guin India’s statement on
the issue as “weak”.

Appellate court cannot enhance convict’s
sentence on its own in absence of appeal: SC

Press Trust Of India

The significant
observation was
made by the apex
court in a sensa-
tional triple-murder
case, in which a for-
mer vice-chancellor
of the Calicut Uni-
versity, his wife and
their security guard
were Killed.

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court has said an appellate
court cannot enhance the
sentence of a convict on
its own, in the absence of
an appeal preferred by the
State or the victim or the
complainant.

A bench of Justices
Manoj Misra and Vijay
Bishnoi set aside a Madras
High Court order that had
enhanced the sentence of
co-convict Gopi in the case
from life imprisonment to
a life term for the remain-
der of his life.

Life term refers to a sen-
tence for the rest of a con-
vict’s natural life but the

duration can be reduced

through remissions,
whereas  imprisonment
for the “remainder of life”
explicitly bars any early
release or reduction of
sentence. In case of a life-
term convict, this remis-
sion can only be done after
a period of 14 years in jail,
according to section 433A
of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC)

The prosecution’s case
was that one Ambarasu,
who was working as
a driver for former
vice-chancellor Malik
Mohammed, was dis-
missed from service after
he was caught in a fraudu-

lent activity.

With a view to take
revenge, Ambarasu and
his associate, Gopi, broke
into Mohammed’s house
after killing his watchman,
Gnanaprakasam. They
killed Mohammed and
escaped in his car with his
wife, Katheeja Bibi.

The duo took Bibi to
Ongoor village in Tamil
Nadu’s Viluppuram dis-
trict and burnt her alive by
pouring a mixture of pet-
rol and diesel on her and
setting her on fire. Police
found her partially-burnt
body on November 14,
2007.

The trial court had

granted death penalty to
Ambarasu and life sen-
tence to Gopi.

The high court, how-
ever, enhanced Gopi’s sen-
tence from imprisonment
for life to imprisonment
for the remainder of his
life. The top court, in its
judgment, said the high
court had wrongly exer-
cised its suo-motu (on its
own) revisional jurisdic-
tion in enhancing Gopi’s
sentence when there was
no appeal filed either by
the State or the victim
or the complainant for
enhancement of sentence.
“It is settled that in the
absence of an appeal pre-
ferred by the State or the
victim or the complainant
seeking enhancement of
the sentence, the appellate
court cannot enhance the
sentence of the convict on
its own so as to leave the
convict in a position worse
off than he was prior to the
filing of the appeal,” the
bench said.

The apex court also said
the high court had erred in
directing sentences to run
consecutively.

Press Trust Of India

GANGTOK: Raksha Band-
han took a patriotic turn
at Sikkim’s high-altitude
border areas as women
from across the coun-
try tied rakhis to Army,
ITBP and SSB personnel
deployed to guard India’s
frontiers.

According to a press
release by event organiser
Hemant Yadav Founda-
tion, the festival was cel-
ebrated at strategically
important locations,
including Nathu La Pass
on the India-China bor-
der at an altitude of 14,140
feet, ITBP Sherathang
at around 13,900 feet
and SSB headquarters at
Ranipool.

The initiative brought
together 26 young women
from six states, along with
students from Sikkim Uni-
versity and Harkamaya
College of Education.

The women tied rak-
his to the personnel and
expressed gratitude for
their service, describing
the soldiers and security
personnel as brothers and
protectors of the country.

RAKSHA BANDHAN AT 14,140 FEET

Women tie rakhis to troops guarding India-China border

Foundation founder Dr
Hemant Kumar Yadav said
Raksha Bandhan was not
merely about the bond
between siblings but also
embodied love, trust,
responsibility, protection
and national unity.

“Today, from an alti-
tude of 14,140 feet, we are
conveying Raksha Band-
han greetings to more
than 1.4 billion citizens of
India,” Yadav said.

The participating

women said meeting
troops serving in difficult
terrain and extreme condi-
tions left them with a deep
sense of pride and grati-
tude. Yashoda Sharma of
Sikkim said witnessing sol-
diers guarding the coun-
try at such a high altitude
was both inspiring and
humbling, while Priyanka
Kaur of Assam said stand-
ing with Army personnel
so close to the India-China
border made her feel that

“the entire nation is pres-
ent here together”. Smriti
Rekha Khuntia of Odisha
highlighted India’s diver-
sity, saying protecting
the country’s unity and
integrity was a collective
responsibility.  Another
participant described the
occasion as an opportu-
nity to stand “not merely
to celebrate Raksha Band-
han, but to honour those
who protect the nation
that we call our home.”

?1CcICI Bank

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited Plot Mo-23, Shal Tower, 3rd Floor,
Mew Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005

The following borrower(s) hos/have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest towards the Loan
facility (ies) availed from ICICI Bank. The Loan(s) has/hove been clossified as Non-Performing Asset(s) (NPA).

A Notice was issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisotion and Re-construction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, at thelr last known addresses, However, it has net been served and are
therefore being notified by way of this Public Motice.

Sangita Jha, M. 5SS
Fabricaotion (Authorized
Signatory Binit Kumar Jha), Afe
Meo. 603090047301, House Mo.

Mew Delhi- 110085

5, Sector-13, Amit Aptts Rohini,

Sr.| Mame of the Borrower/ Co- Description of Secured Dorte of Notice sent/| NPA
No.| Borrower/ Guarantor/ [Loan Asset to be enforced OQutstanding as on| Date
Account Number) & Address Date of Notice
L “Wyora Herbals Private Limited | Plot No. 87 & 104, Part of Khosro No 149/11 & 01/08/2026 |04-04-
Reprasented By Directors Binit | 149/1, P.H. Mo 13, Bortori- Tilda Industrial Rs. 2026
Kumar [ha & Vikash Jha, Area, Village Bartori, Tehsil & District Raipur, 56,79,453.87/-

Chhattisgarh. Free Hold Hig Flot Ne. 5, Ground
Floar, Amit Co-operotive Group Housing
Society Ltd, Presently Known As Amit
Apartments, Category: (E) Society Flats,
Colony 5r. No 1504, Flot No 32, Rohini Sector-
13, Delhi 110085, (Plinth Area 96 Sq Mtrs).

Date: August 29, 2026
Place: Raipur

These steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The obove borrower/s andfor guarantor/s (os
applicable) isfare odvised to make the outstanding payment within 60 days from the date of publishing this
Motice, Else, further steps will be token as per the provisions of the Securitisation and Re-construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002.

Sincerely Authorised Officer,
For ICICI Bonk Ltd,

Amarnath Yatra
concludes with
Chhari-Mubarak

SRINAGAR: The
annual Amarnath Yatra
formally concluded on
Friday with the arrival
of the ‘Chhari-Mubarak’
-- the saffron-robed holy
mace of Lord Shiva -- at
the 3,880-metre-high cave
shrine in the south Kash-
mir Himalayas for special
prayers, officials said. The
conclusion of the yatra,
which began on July 3,
coincided with the festival
of Raksha Bandhan and
came nearly three weeks
after the pilgrimage was
suspended for the year on
August 9 due to damage
to the track and adverse
weather conditions.

57-day

TENDER NOTICE
{1) Tender Notice No: E-R-T-81-26-27
Date: 26.08.2026 Name of Work:
Construction of New Loop Line at
Risama at Raipur Division. (This
work primarily inwvolves Earthwork for
formation, Laying cf track approx 1300
Track mtrs and other associated works.)
Tender Value: 73,07 65308~ EMD:
T6,15,300/- (2) Tender Notice No: E-R-T
-82-26-27 Date: 26.08.2026 Mame of
Work: Construction of New Loop Line
at Latabor at Raipur Division. (This
work primarily Involves Earthwork for
formation, Laying of Irack approx 1600
Track mirs and other associated works.)
Tender Value: 38360496 EMD:
7,67 200/~ (3) Tendar Motice MNo:-
E-R-T-83-26-27 Date: 26.08.2026 Name
of Waork: Construction of new seftlament
post at DRM office complex at Raipur.
{This work primarily includes a G+1
Building of size 85 X 50 Feef) Tender
Value: %2,20,59,171/- EMD: 4,41 200/
Submisgsion of Tender: Upto 11:00 Hrs.
on 21.09.2026. Opening of Tender:
11:00 Hrs. on 21.09.2026. For further
details! purchase of tender document,
eligibility criteria & the complete details
fior the above work, please contact office
of the Sr. DEN (Co.)y Raipur or refer!
download tender document which is
avallable on our websito: wwullreps.

gow.in
Divl. Engineer-Ill SEC Riy, Raipur
PRAENGO/DISN194

| | south east cantral Raltway | | goomcrail

Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.
Corporate office; office Nos. 501 & 503, 5th Floor, Lightbridge, Saki Vihar
Road, Andheri East, Mumbai Suburban (District),Maharashtra— 400072
Bhilai Branch: Hall Mo-1, 2nd Floor Crescent Plaza, Gurdwara Road, Opp. Utsav Palace Durg-491001, (CG).

POSSESSION NOTICE Appendix IV (for immovable property)

Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized officer of Aadhar Housing Finance Limited (AHFL) under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise
of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002,
Demand Notice(s) issued by the Authorised officer of the company to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) mentioned
herein below to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice,
The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower(s) / Guarantor(s) and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of
powers conferred on him under Sub-Section (4) of the Section 13 of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the Security
Interast Enforcement rules, 2002. The borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of
the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. The borrower in particular and the public in
general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of AHFL for an amount as mentioned herein under with interest thereon.

N

()

Bhilai Branch)
Lalit Vishwakarma (Borrower)
Rajesh Dewangan {Guarantor)

5 Name of the Barrower(s)/ Description of Secured Assel Demand Notice | _ Date of
N. | Co-Borrower(s) (Name of the Branch) (Immovable Property) Date & Amount | Possession
1 | (Loan Code No. 03000000857 | All that piece and parcel of the property bearing, | 25.05-2026

& 03000001053/ Lig 29, Ward 28 (Ward 3) Kachhari Para Kanteli, % 97-08-2026

Bemetara (CG) 491335. Boundaries : East -Road,
West - Land Of Irrigation Office, North - Lig 30,

South-Lig 28

78,96,007/-

Place : Chhattisgarh
Date : 29.08.2026

Authorised officer
Aadhar Housing Finance Limited

Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.

Corporate Office: Office Nos. 501 & 503, 5th Floor, Lightbridge, Saki Vihar Road,
Andheri East, Mumbai Suburban (Dist.), M.H. 400072

Raipur Branch : Office No.TO7.T01,702,703,NR Developers, 3rd Floor, Forum Business Centre, Ward No.61, Near Ramchand
Petrol Pump, Bhatagaon Chowk, Raipur-492001, Chattisgarh

DEMAND NOTICE

UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINAMCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF
SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 READ WITH RULE 3 (1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002.
The undersigned is the Authorised Officer of Aadhar Housing Finance Ltd.{AHFL) under Securitisation And Reconstruction
0Of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the said Act). In exercise of powers conferred under
Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Sacurity Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorised Officer has
Issued Demand Motices under section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the following Borrower(s) (the "said Borrower(s)’).
10 repay the amounts mentioned in the respective Demand Notice(s) issued to them that are also given below. In connection
with abowve, Notice Is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower(s)to pay to AHFL, within 60 days from the publication of
this Notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest as detailed in the said Demand Notice(s), from
the date(s) mentioned below 1ill the date of payment and/or realization, payable under the loan agreement read with other
documents/writings, if any, executed by the said Borrower(s). As security for due repayment of the loan, the following assets
have been mortgaged to AHFL by the said Borrower(s) respectively.

nance Lid

5, Name of the Borrower /
No.|  Co-Borrower & Guarantor

Demand Nolice
Date & Amount

Description of secured assels
(immovable property)

1 | (Loan Code No. 00810000547 /

Raipur Branch})

Late Kamia Yadaw {Represented
though the legal heir) (Borrower)
Jeeturam Yadav (Co-Borrowers)

30-07-2026
&
76,45,219)-
South: Vijay Sahu

Allthat piece and parcel of the property bearing, Mouja Birkoni,
Part of Khasra No. 1539/1 (Area 4536), PH.N. 33, RIC & Tehsil
Mahasamund, Distt Mahasamund, CG.

Boundaries: East: Virendra, West: Gali, Morth: Kripashankar,

Place : Chhatisgarh
Date : 29.08.2026

If the said Borrowers shall fo AHFL as aforesaid, AHFL shall proceed against the above secured assets under Section 13(4) of
the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risks of the said Borrowers as to the costs and consequences. The said
Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whather by way of sale, lease or otherwise
without the prior written consent of AHFL. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention of the provisions of the said
Actor Rules made there under, shall be liable for imprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act.

Sd/- Autharised Officer
For : Aadhar Housing Finance Limiled
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OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Education transforms lives, building stronger communilies
through knowledge and compassion daily.”
[ Rajiv Gandhi ]

| OUR VIEW |

Rescue, Relief and
Regional Solidarity
Matter

he devastating flash floods along the Nepal-Tibet

border have created a humanitarian crisis demand-

ing swift, coordinated action across national
boundaries. With at least 320 Indians still missing, nearly
400 stranded on the Chinese side and hundreds of lives
reportedly lost in Nepal, the immediate priority must
be rescuing survivors and restoring contact with those
who remain unaccounted for. India’s response has been
timely and appropriate. The government has expressed
its readiness to provide Nepal with every possible form
of assistance. It has already dispatched 47.5 tonnes of
emergency supplies aboard two military transport aircraft,
while further relief material is being prepared. Such
support reflects not only India’s close relationship with
Nepal but also its responsibility as the region’s largest
country and a dependable first responder during disas-
ters. The safe movement of 96 stranded Indians from
China into Nepal, followed by the return of some citizens
to New Delhi, offers a measure of hope. Yet much more
remains to be done. Families awaiting information about
missing relatives require accurate and regular updates.
Helplines operated by Indian missions in Beijing and Kath-
mandu must remain adequately staffed, accessible and
responsive. The situation also demonstrates why disaster
diplomacy matters. Floods and landslides do not respect
political borders. Effective rescue operations will therefore
require sustained cooperation among India, Nepal and
China. Officials must share information quickly, coordinate
evacuation routes and ensure that questions of nationality
or documentation do not delay assistance. Special attention
is also needed for about 100 people of Indian origin who
hold foreign nationalities and remain unreachable. External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s review meeting with senior
officials and Indian envoys is a welcome step. However,
high-level monitoring must translate into visible progress
on the ground. Transparency is vital, particularly when
figures regarding deaths, missing persons and stranded
travellers may change rapidly during rescue operations.
Once the immediate emergency passes, the three countries
should strengthen early-warning systems, communication
networks and joint disaster-response arrangements in the
fragile Himalayan region. Climate-related extreme weather
is becoming more frequent and destructive. Preparedness
can no longer be treated as an occasional exercise. For
now, politics must give way to compassion. Every available
resource should be directed towards saving lives, reuniting
families and helping Nepal recover.

| GUEST VIEW |

When Massive Debt
Gets Tiny Settlement

ndia’s insolvency system faces uncomfortable questions

after the National Company Law Tribunal approved a

resolution plan concerning Zee Group founder Subhash
Chandra. Against admitted creditor claims of about Rs
22,006 crore, the proposed payment is reportedly only Rs
6.5 crore—an extraordinarily small recovery compared with
the outstanding amount. However, the decision requires
context. The tribunal did not simply erase the liabilities on
its own. The resolution plan reportedly secured approval
from creditors representing 80.81% of the voting share. The
valuation of Chandra’s personal estate also suggested that
bankruptcy proceedings might yield creditors even less.
Yet the episode inevitably creates a perception of unequal
treatment. An ordinary borrower
who defaults on a home, vehicle or
personal loan can face penalties,
repeated recovery notices, dam-
aged credit scores and possible
seizure of secured assets. Such
borrowers rarely possess compa-
rable opportunities to negotiate
enormous reductions. Corporate
insolvency is admittedly different.
Businesses fail, assets lose value
and creditors may reasonably
accept substantial haircuts when recovering something is
commercially preferable to prolonged litigation or recover-
ing nothing. Nevertheless, a settlement of this magnitude
deserves scrutiny. Banks largely lend money entrusted to
them by depositors, making accountability essential. India
needs an effective insolvency framework, but it also needs
transparency and public confidence. When enormous
debts produce extraordinarily small recoveries, creditors
and institutions must clearly explain why such outcomes
represent the best available option.

Yashpal Ralhan

Beyond Admission: What Educational
Excellence Ought to Mean

ecently, the loss of a
young life at a premier
ducational institution

became a tragedy that extends
far beyond one campus. It also
raises an uncomfortable ques-
tion: what happens to students
after they have achieved what
millions aspire to? Admission
to a prestigious institution is
often celebrated as the culmi-
nation of years of effort. Yet, for
some students, it can mark the
beginning of another, less visi-
ble struggle.

Competitive entrance
examinations are undeniably
demanding. But the pressure
does not necessarily end when
the examination is cleared. It
can shift from the anxiety of
securing admission to the chal-
lenge of maintaining academic
performance, competing with
exceptionally capable peers
and finding one’s place in an
unfamiliar environment.

Reports of multiple student
suicides at premier institutions
since 2023 should encourage
reflection without resorting
to simplistic conclusions. Aca-
demic pressure is one factor,
but students’ experiences
are shaped by several others,
including loneliness, financial
concerns, family expectations,
personal relationships, sleep
deprivation and uncertainty
about the future.

The experience can be par-
ticularly difficult for first-gen-
eration learners and students
from socially or economically
disadvantaged  backgrounds.
Opening the doors of an elite
institution through affirmative
admission policies is impor-
tant, but access alone cannot

guarantee a sense of belonging.
A student who has spent years
being among the best in a famil-
iar environment may suddenly
find themselves surrounded
by equally accomplished class-
mates. A modest fall in grades
can then feel disproportion-
ately significant.

This does not mean that pre-
mier institutions are inherently
unhealthy environments. Nor
should every academic demand
be portrayed as harmful. Uni-
versities have a responsibility
to maintain high standards,
because excellence requires
discipline and perseverance.
The challenge is to ensure that
high standards do not create an
environment in which students
feel that their worth depends
entirely on performance.

Internationally, there are
useful lessons from other coun-
tries. They do not necessarily
involve expensive or compli-
cated programmes. In Britain,
universities have increasingly
adopted peer-mentoring and
student-support approaches in
which older students help new-
comers navigate academic and
social life. Such programmes
can provide students with
someone approachable before
difficulties become serious. The
principle is simple: sometimes
a student is more willing to tell
a fellow student, “I am strug-
gling,” than to approach an offi-
cial counselling service.

Australia offers another prac-
tical lesson. Universities have
experimented with relatively
simple interventions around
sleep, including brief peer-led
programmes that help students
recognise and address sleep dif-

Ananthapadmanabhan

(Independent Writer
& Columnist)

ficulties. Such approaches are
not substitutes for professional
treatment, but they underline
an important point: sleep, rou-
tine and everyday functioning
deserve attention before distress
becomes a crisis.

Research elsewhere has
also pointed to the value of
low-intensity measures. Studies
involving university students
have found that physical activ-
ity can help reduce study-re-
lated fatigue and improve sleep
quality. Such findings suggest
that student well-being need
not always begin with a formal
diagnosis or clinical interven-
tion. Regular exercise, adequate
sleep, recreation and social con-
nection can form part of a pre-
ventive approach.

Premier Indian institutions
could adapt such lessons to
their own circumstances. Every
student need not be sent to a
counsellor. Instead, campuses
could create small mentoring
groups, ensure that first-year
students have designated fac-
ulty or senior-student contacts,
protect reasonable periods for
sleep and recreation, and make
counselling easily available
without stigma. Regular infor-
mal check-ins could be particu-
larly useful after examinations,
when students who appear out-
wardly successful may never-
theless be struggling.

Faculty members also have
an important role. They need
not become mental-health pro-
fessionals, but they can learn
to recognise warning signs, lis-
ten without immediately judg-
ing and guide students towards
appropriate help. A teacher who
notices a sudden withdrawal,

repeated absence or a dramatic
change in performance may be
able to initiate a conversation
that a formal system might miss.

Parents, too, have a role. For
many families, admission to a
prestigious institution represents
years of sacrifice. But remind-
ing a young person constantly
of those sacrifices can uninten-
tionally make ordinary setbacks
feel like failures of the entire
family. Students need to know
that changing direction, seeking
help or performing below expec-
tations in one semester does not
diminish their worth.

The objective should not
be to remove competition or
lower academic standards. It
should be to create institutions
where excellence and empathy
coexist. Success in higher edu-
cation should mean more than
producing technically brilliant
graduates. It should also mean
helping young people develop
confidence, resilience, friend-
ships and the ability to cope
with setbacks.

A premier campus should
challenge students intellectually
without making them feel alone.
That may require no dramatic
revolution. Sometimes it begins
with a mentor who asks, “How
are you doing?”, a timetable
that allows students to breathe,
a peer who listens without
judgement, and a culture that
makes seeking help a sign of
maturity rather than weakness.

Admission should open the
door to opportunity, but edu-
cation must provide something
more: a sense of belonging,
resilience and human growth.
That is what educational excel-
lence ought to mean.

United Action Against India’s Addiction Crisis

Substance abuse is becoming a grave national challenge, demanding coordinated prevention, treatment and reha-
bilitation efforts involving families, schools, communities, healthcare institutions and government agencies.

Prof. Dr. Manmohan
Prakash

he problem of substance
Tabuse is no longer con-

fined to any particular
class, age group, society, or
state; it has emerged as a seri-
ous national crisis. Along with
traditional narcotic substances,
the use of alcohol, tobacco, non
-medical use of medicines, and
other psychoactive substances
is making this challenge increas-
ingly complex. Changing life-
styles, mental stress, loneliness,
peer pressure, and easy avail-
ability of addictive substances
are pushing young people into
this quagmire. Experts believe
that the Alpha and Gen-Z gener-
ations are particularly vulnera-
ble to this threat because this is a
crucial stage in the development
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of their physical and mental
health and personality.

From a medical perspective,
the excessive use of substances
such as cannabis, marijuana,
opium, alcohol, and tobacco,
as well as medicines without
medical advice, can prove fatal.
According to the World Health
Organization, addiction is not a
reflection of an individual’s lack
of willpower or weakness of
character; rather, it results from
a combination of biological, psy-
chological, and social factors.
Therefore, instead of relying
on fear, punishment, or social
exclusion, the solution should
emphasize scientific prevention,
medical treatment, counselling,
and rehabilitation.

The impact of substance
abuse is not limited to the indi-
vidual; it can disrupt the entire
fabric of family and society.
Prolonged substance use affects
memory, decision-making abil-
ity, and productivity. Since brain
development continues during
adolescence, the risks become
even more serious at this stage.
While families may have to face
financial difficulties and domes-
tic conflicts, society experiences
an increase in accidents, vio-
lence, and crime. This is why
de-addiction should not be

East Bengal completes memorable treble triumph

East Bengal deserve applause for their emphatic 4-1 victory over arch-
rivals Mohun Bagan, ending a 22-year wait for their 17th Durand Cup tri-
umph. The victory caps a remarkable 2026, following their maiden ISL
title and qualification for the AFC Champions League Two group stage.
Coach Antonio Lopez Habas deserves credit for the latest successes.
Edmund Lalrindika’s memorable derby hat-trick and defender Anwar
Ali’s impressive performance were major highlights of a memorable sea-

son for the Red and Yellow brigade.
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viewed merely as an issue of per-
sonal reform, but as a national
concern related to public health
and social welfare.

Early identification of sub-
stance abuse can play a decisive
role in prevention. A sudden
decline in academic or work-
place performance, unexplained
demands for money, excessive
secrecy, insomnia, irritabil-
ity, red eyes, slurred speech,
unsteady movement, and nee-
dle marks on the body may be
some of the initial warning signs.
However, these symptoms can
also occur due to stress or other
medical conditions. Therefore,
when substance abuse is sus-
pected, calm communication
and professional medical advice
should be given priority rather

than accusations, confrontation,
or social stigmatization.

The first foundation of de-ad-
diction is laid within the family.
The responsibility of parents
is not to burden children with
unrealistic expectations, but to
create an environment of trust
in which they feel comfortable
sharing their stress and fears.
At the same time, educational
institutions must move beyond
one-day awareness campaigns
and make life-skills education,
stress management, and sports
aregular part of the curriculum.
Society, too, must move away
from the mindset of consider-
ing substance use a symbol of
“modernity.”

At the governmental level, it
is essential to go beyond merely

imposing restrictions by ensur-
ing strict control over illegal
supply, expanding de-addiction
centres, and conducting com-
prehensive public awareness
programmes. The Government
of India’s Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan (Drug-Free India Cam-
paign) is working in this direc-
tion by involving young people
and educational institutions.
Within the policy framework,
while strict action should be
taken against violations of the
law, individuals suffering from
substance dependence should
be treated as “patients” rather
than simply being labelled
“criminals,” and they should be
given an opportunity for treat-
ment and recovery.

Ultimately, de-addiction does
not simply mean stopping sub-
stance use; it means helping indi-
viduals move away from the cir-
cumstances that repeatedly push
them back toward addiction.
The law can restrict the supply
of drugs, and medical treatment
can help restore the body, but
lasting motivation to remain free
from addiction can come only
from a healthy environment cre-
ated by the family and society.
Such coordinated efforts can
help make the nation healthier,
safer, and more productive.

Himalayan disasters demand urgent preparedness

bouring countries.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, Faridabad

Nepal’s devastating glacial flash floods are another warning about the grow-
ing climate threat facing the Himalayan region. Rapid ice loss can trigger
cascading disasters, causing downstream rivers to rise dangerously within
minutes. India has already experienced similar devastation in Chamoli. Such
hazards transcend national boundaries and demand coordinated action.
India must strengthen disaster preparedness, improve scientific monitoring
and establish effective transhoundary early-warning systems with neigh-

Dr. Vijaykumar H K, Raichur
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Amaravati to host India’s
first Quantum-Al University

CM Chandrababu Naidu has approved the establishment of India’s

Press Trust Of India

AMARAVATI: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu
has approved the estab-
lishment of India’s first
dedicated Quantum and
Artificial Intelligence
(AI)  University cam-
pus in Amaravati by the
National Institute of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology (NIELIT),
under the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology (MeitY),
Government of India.

The decision was taken
at the Capital Region
Development Authority
(CRDA) Authority meet-
ing chaired by the Chief
Minister. According to an
official press release, the
proposed campus will be
developed on 8.5 acres
at an estimated cost of
Rs 730.7 crore over five
years. The entire project
is proposed to be funded
through grant-in-aid
from MeitY, Government
of India.

The university will
focus on advanced and
emerging technologies,
including Quantum Tech-
nologies, Artificial Intel-
ligence, Semiconductors
and other deep-tech
domains. It will integrate
education, research, skill

FASTFACTS

@ This decision was
taken at the CRDA
meeting chaired by
the CM.

development, innovation
and  entrepreneurship
under a single ecosystem.

Academic and
advanced technology
skill-development  pro-

grammes are scheduled
to begin from September
2026 at a temporary facil-
ity at Acharya Nagarjuna
University in  Guntur.
These programmes will
continue while the per-
manent campus in Amar-
avati is being developed.

The proposed uni-
versity will offer under-
graduate, postgraduate,
doctoral, diploma and
executive  programmes
in areas such as Quan-

tum Computing, Quan-
tum Communication
and Security, Artificial
Intelligence and Machine
Learning, Data Science,
Semiconductor Fabrica-
tion, Chip Design, Very
Large Scale Integration
(VLSI), Assembly, Test-
ing, Marking and Packag-
ing (ATMP), Embedded
Systems and High-Perfor-
mance Computing.

A major component
of the campus will be
the Quantum Research,
Innovation and Incu-
bation Block, cover-
ing approximately 1.2
lakh square feet. The
facility is expected to
house advanced infra-
structure for quantum
computing and commu-
nication, quantum pho-
tonics, quantum secu-
rity, cryogenic systems
and high-performance

first quantum & Al university in Amaravati.

computing. It will also
include cleanrooms,
nano-fabrication and
semiconductor technol-
ogy facilities, chip-de-
sign infrastructure, data
centres and incubation
facilities for start-ups.

The project aims to
train around 8,250 learn-
ers during its first five
years. Of these, approxi-
mately 1,650 students are
expected to enrol in for-
mal degree programmes,
while another 6,600 will
undergo skilling and
certification pro-
grammes. Annual
learner intake is pro-
jected to reach around
3,913 by the fifth year.

NIELIT has proposed
collaborations with IIT
Tirupati, IIT Sri City,
Andhra University and
JNTU institutions for
academic programmes,
research and technology
development.

The permanent cam-
pus will incorporate
sustainable and modern
infrastructure, including
solar power generation,
solar water heating, ener-
gy-efficient utilities, EV
charging facilities, scien-
tific waste-management
systems, smart class-
rooms, laboratories, hos-
tels and a 500-bed resi-
dential facility.

ED arrests
three over
cyber-fraud

PANAJI: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED)
has arrested three more
people in connection
with a money launder-
ing investigation linked
to a pan-India cyber
fraud network involving
transactions of nearly Rs
30,000 crore. With the
latest arrests, the ED’s
Panaji office has arrested
five people in the case.

Bhushan  Suryakant
Moye, Vilas Narayan
Pawar and  Shailesh

Dagdu were arrested on
Thursday under the Pre-
vention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA). A
special court in Panaji
has remanded them to ED
custody till September 1.
Earlier, on August 23, the
agency arrested Fahim
Moin Hussain Sayed and
Naim Mueen Sayyed, who
are also in custody.

The probe began after
Goa Police registered an
FIR following a complaint
by a Goa-based woman
who was allegedly sub-
jected to a “digital arrest”
by cyber fraudsters. She
was reportedly forced
to transfer Rs 2.60 crore
between May 21 and June
2, 2025, to accounts con-
trolled by the accused.

The ED said the
defrauded money was
routed through around
400 bank accounts,
withdrawn as cash and
converted into foreign
currency through RBI-li-
censed money changers.

Punjab police
bust cross-border
arms & narcotics
smuggling

CHANDIGARH: Punjab
Police has busted two
separate smuggling mod-
ules allegedly involved in
the trafficking of weap-
ons and narcotics and
arrested six people, Direc-
tor General of Police Gau-
rav Yadav said on Friday.
In a post on X, Yadav said
the State Special Opera-
tion Cell (SSOC), Amritsar,
and Counter Intelligence,
Amritsar, carried out
separate operations lead-
ing to the arrests. Police
recovered 2.920 kg of
heroin and eight high-end
pistols from the accused.
Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the
accused were allegedly
involved in cross-border
smuggling and received
consignments of weap-
ons and narcotics through
drones. The contraband
was reportedly intended
for further distribution
among criminal elements
in Punjab.

| CM READY TO RESIGN OVER STATEHOOD DEMAND |

Puducherry CM N Rangasamy ready
to resign over statehood demand

Press Trust Of India

Puducherry CM

N Rangasamy

has stated that he
fully supports the
demand for the
statehood of the UT.

PUDUCHERRY: Puducherry
Chief Minister N Ranga-
samy on Friday strongly
backed the long-pending
demand for full statehood
to the Union Territory, say-
ing he was even prepared
to resign to strengthen the
cause. He said Puduch-
erry could not continue to
“remain without powers”
and stressed that statehood
was essential for the territo-
ry’s faster development.
Rangasamy made the
remarks during a debate in
the Puducherry Assembly
after Leader of the Opposi-
tion A M H Nazeem urged

l.
:

all legislators to launch a
united protest against the
Centre’s delay in consider-
ing the statehood demand.

Ruling AINRC legislator
A John Kumar also partic-
ipated in the debate and
demanded special cate-
gory status for Puducherry.
Nazeem called for a collec-
tive effort by the Assem-
bly to press the Centre for
statehood. Responding to
the demand, Rangasamy
said he was ready to quit
his position and that all
members could travel to
Delhi to present Puduch-

| ASSAM HELPING ITS RESIDENTS |

Assam plans safe return of
Nepal-stranded residents’

Press Trust Of India

GUWAHATI: Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Thursday said the
state government was
taking steps to ensure §
the safety and safe return

of people from Assam @&

who have been stranded

in Nepal following devas- =

tating flash floods. How-
ever, he did not disclose
the number of people from
the state who are currently
missing or stranded. “We
are aware of people from
Assam stranded in Nepal
amid the ongoing floods,”

Sarma said in a post on X.
He added that the govern-
ment was in contact with
their families and coordi-
nating with relevant agen-

il )
cies to ensure their safety
and facilitate their earliest
possible return. Assam
Chief Secretary Ravi Kota
said the state government
had so far not received

./

any requests from families
seeking information about
relatives or loved ones in
Nepal. To assist people
affected by the situation,
the state government has
established a flood-re-
lated emergency help
desk at Assam House in
New Delhi. The author-
ities have also provided

,, emergency contact num-

bers for assistance and
information. Meanwhile,
the death toll from the dev-
astating flash floods in cen-
tral Nepal rose to 469 on
Friday, with more bodies
being recovered.

- 5/?, d =

erry’s case before the
Union government. He
said he was aware of the
difficulties faced by the
government and the terri-

FAST FACTS

® He stated that he is
also ready to resign
from his post over this
demand.

torial Assembly because of
the Union Territory’s exist-
ing status. The Chief Minis-
ter said he had repeatedly
raised the issue with the
Centre and had specifically
discussed it with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his recent visit to
Puducherry.

Briefs
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TOP LEADERS EXTEND RAKSHA BANDHAN WISHES
Warm Raksha Bandhan wishes from
Jharkhand Governor & CM

RANCHI: Jharkhand Governor Santosh
Kumar Gangwar and Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on Friday extended
warm greetings to the people of the
state on the occasion of Raksha Band-
han, describing the festival as a celebra-
tion of affection, trust and the enduring
bond between siblings. Gangwar said
Raksha Bandhan symbolises the special
relationship shared by brothers and sis-
ters. He expressed hope that the festi-
val would bring happiness, peace and
prosperity to people’s lives and that
the bond of affection between siblings
would remain strong forever. Chief
Minister Hemant Soren, in a post on X,
said Raksha Bandhan goes beyond the
traditional celebration of love and trust
between brothers and sisters. He said
the festival also serves as a reminder
of the responsibility and strong bonds

that contribute to strengthening fam-
ilies and society. Soren emphasised
the importance of women’s education
and progress, saying that when women
are empowered, the benefits extend to
their families and society as a whole.
He said the Jharkhand government has
been working continuously to promote
women’s educational, economic and
social empowerment. The Chief Minis-
ter noted that women have played an
important role in managing families
despite challenges and have also con-
tributed significantly to the creation
of Jharkhand and the development of
the nation. Soren highlighted several
government initiatives aimed at sup-
porting women and girls, including the
Maiya Samman Yojana, Palash, Savit-
ribai Phule Kishori Samriddhi Yojana
and Phulo-Jhano Ashirwad Abhiyan.

RELIEF GRANTED
Maharashtra drivers
get another year to
learn Marathi

MUMBALI: Autorickshaw and taxi unions
in Maharashtra on Friday welcomed
the state government’s decision to give
drivers an additional year to acquire a
working knowledge of Marathi, saying
the move has removed the immediate
threat to their livelihoods. Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis announced the
extension after a delegation of drivers
and union representatives met him at
Sahyadri Guest House on Thursday.
The decision means no immediate
action will be taken against non-Mar-
athi-speaking drivers, giving them
more time to learn the language. The
announcement came a day after Dep-
uty Chief Minister Eknath Shinde dis-
tributed certificates to around 20,000
autorickshaw and taxi drivers in Mum-
bai who had completed Marathi lan-
guage courses. The BJP-led government
had announced in April that non-Mar-
athi drivers would be required to learn
basic Marathi and had set August 15 as
the deadline. Marathi classes were sub-
sequently organised for drivers.

JOSHI'S COMMENTS ON KPSC SCAM
Pralhad Joshi accuses
Karnataka govt of
shielding IAS officer

Ll

s S Tl
HUBBALLI: Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Friday accused the Congress
government in Karnataka of allegedly
shielding missing IAS officer Gyanen-
dra Kumar Gangwar, who has been
linked to the Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC) recruitment
scam. Joshi demanded that Gangwar
be traced and produced before inves-
tigating agencies. Gangwar was serv-
ing as Controller of Examinations at
the KPSC when the veterinary officer
recruitment examination was con-
ducted, amid allegations of large-s-
cale irregularities and illegal collec-
tion of money from job aspirants.
The Enforcement Directorate (ED)
has also searched premises linked to
him in Bengaluru and Uttar Pradesh,
according to sources.

SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY

Proforma 10-01

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

Notice is hereby given to all users of Railway lines and
premises situated on the completed section of the under- noted
section from Urkura (URK) to Raipur store Depot (RSD) BG line
in Raipur Division over S. E. C. Railway that the 2x25,000 Volts,
50 Hz. ac overhead traction wires will be energized on or after
the date specified against the section. On and from the same
date the overhead traction line shall be treated as live at all
times and no unauthorized person shall approach or work in the
proximity of the said overhead line.

Location

Division Date

Electrification of BG Doubling | Raipur (S.E.C.R.)| 30/08/26
line from Urkura OHE loc:-
Cross Over- (1) 822/27N to RSD/13A. (2) RSD/34AN to
RSD/45A. Doubling Line- RS0/01At0 RSD/40B.

height of 5.50m).

any circumstances.

itself.

Date of Charging-30/08/26

CPR/10/370
# South East Central Railway

INTRODUCTION OF ac 2x25 kV TRACTION
“WARNING TO ROAD USERS”

It is notified for information of the Public that in connection with
introduction of 2x25 kV ac electric traction over the section
between Urkura and RSD in Between Urkura loc: -823/7N-7N-1
And RSD loc-EX/B-9 of the Raipur Division of S.E.C. Railway,
height gauges have been erected at all the level crossings with
clear height of 4.78 m above road level with a view to prevent
loads of excessive height from coming into contact of
dangerous proximity to live traction wire. (Contact wire at a

Proforma 10-02

Public are hereby natified to observe the height specified above
for the purpose of loading vehicles and to see that the loads
carried in road vehicles do not infringe the height gauges under

The dangers of aload of excessive height are as follows:

i) Danger to the height gauge and consequent obstruction to
the road as well as the railway line.

i) Danger to the materials or equipment carried or the vehicle

iii} Danger of fire and risk of site due to contact with or
dangerous proximity to the conductors,

Dy. Chief Elect. Engineer (Con.)

S.E.C. Railway, Raipur

File No. 16-08/2014-DRC/CCPD(Pt.Vol.ll)
Government of India
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
5th Floor, B Wing, Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003

Appointment of Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPWD), Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment, Government of India invites applications from eligible candidates for appointment to the post of
Chief Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD).

2 Please visit the website of this Department hitps./idepwd.gov.in/ for the detailed advertisement.
Applications must be submitted within 3 weeks of publication of this advertisement in the

‘Employment News'. CBC 38117/11/0007/2627

No.25-10/2004/DD-II/NI{RCI)
Government of India
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
5th Floor, B Wing, Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003

Appointment of Chairperson, Rehabilitation Council of India

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPWD), Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment, Government of India invites applications from eligible candidates for appointment to the
Chairperson, Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI).

2. Please visitthe website of this Department hitps://depwd.gov.in/ for the detailed advertisement. Applications
must be submitted within 3 weeks of publication of this advertisement in the 'Employment News',

CBC 38117/11/0009/2627

No. 26-22/2019-DD-111
Government of India
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment 5th Floor, B Wing, Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003

Appointment of Chairperson, National Trust, New Delhi

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPWD), Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment, Government of India invites applications from eligible candidates for appointment to the
Chairperson, National Trust.

2. Please visit the website of this Department - https:/depwd.govin/ for the detailed advertisement.
Applications must be submitted within 3 weeks of publication of this advertisement in the

‘Employment News'. CBC 38117/11/0011/2627
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“I love this business. I honestly have
nothing against the business. Love the
industry. I don’t know anything else.

I've never done anything else in my o
life. I feel like it’s a combination of lack
of opportunity, plus opportunities not
created by me either.”
4

Neha Dhupia

O°I'I Watch

' Meghna Gulzar
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Alia Bhatt's
Alpha hits
Netflix

Alia Bhatt and Shar-
vari-starrer Alpha is set
to premiere on Netflix
on August 28. The YRF
Spy Universe thriller
follows an elite military
programme and features
Anil Kapoor, Bobby Deol
and Dia Mirza.

Lily Collins
returns this
Christmas

Emily in Paris returns for
its sixth and final season
on December 24. Lily
Collins reprises Emily
Cooper as Netflix unveils
first-look images teasing
romance, friendship and
workplace drama before
the series finale.

Rate Winslet
joins Netflix
thriller

Kate Winslet and Maxine
Peake will headline Net-
flix’s five-episode limited
series The Unheard, a
dark revenge thriller
about sisters forced to
flee after their plan takes
an unexpected turn.

Central Chronicle News

The film explores
justice, morality and
the grey shades of
human nature.

ilmmaker = Meghna
FGulzar says  her

upcoming thriller
“Daayra” took her into
creative and social ter-
ritory she had never
explored before. Starring
Kareena Kapoor Khan
and Prithviraj Sukumaran,
the film examines moral
ambiguity, duality and the
shades of grey that exist
within individuals and
society. Gulzar, who has
explored complex human
emotions and social reali-
ties in films including “Tal-
var”, “Raazi”, “Chhapaak”
and “Sam Bahadur”, said
“Daayra” pushed that
exploration further. Draw-
ing from her background
as a Sociology student,
she said the film chal-
lenges the idea that life
can simply be divided into
black and white, instead
exploring the spectrum
between the two. The
story follows DCP Ajooni
Kohli, played by Kareena,
and DCP Raman Kumar,
portrayed by Prithviraj.
The two police officers
often find themselves nav-
igating the delicate line
between law and justice.
Gulzar described Ajooni
as “fiercely righteous” and
Raman as “righteously
fierce”, with both charac-
ters carrying contradic-
tions and navigating their

with ‘Daayra’

Meghna Gulzar delves deeper into human contradictions
with “Daayra”, her thriller.

Toronto

Meghna Gulzar and
Kareena Kapoor
Khan on the sets
of Daayra

Sidharth Malhotra and Taman-
naah Bhatia’s upcoming fantasy
drama The Vvaan has unveiled its
gripping teaser, offering a glimpse
into a mysterious world rooted in
folklore. The film follows an urban
man who awakens a divine god-
dess in his ancestral village’s for-
bidden forest and is forced to con-
front supernatural forces. Featuring
adventure, mystery and humour,
the film promises to be a family
entertainer, with ritualistic settings,
a Trishul and atmospheric music
adding to its visual appeal. Directed
by Deepak Mishra, The Vvaan also
stars Shweta Tiwari, Sunil Grover,
Anup Soni and Maniesh Paul. It
releases on September 25, 2026.

Netflix has unveiled the trailer of
“Chumbak”, a feel-good family com-
edy about five families whose lives are
closely intertwined. Created by Hats
Off Production, the makers of “Sarab-
hai vs Sarabhai” and “Khichdi”, the
series is written and directed by Aat-
ish Kapadia. Starring Neena Gupta,
Sumeet Raghvan, Arjun Bijlani,
Sumeet Vyas, Manasi Parekh, Delnaaz
Irani and others, the show captures
the everyday chaos of a lively urban
neighbourhood where everyone
knows everyone’s business. From
family squabbles and marital quirks
to celebrations and gossip, “Chum-
bak” promises humour, warmth and
relatable moments. The series pre-
mieres September 10 on Netflix.

The bollywood hot pair

Angad Bedi turns Neha’s
birthday extra special

Actor Angad Bedi showered love
on wife Neha Dhupia as she cele-
brated her birthday, calling her the
“most beautiful girl inside and out-
side”. Angad shared a video mon-
tage featuring cherished and unseen
moments with Neha on Instagram,
expressing his love and admiration
for his “better half”. The couple,

“wi i i

who tied the knot in an intimate cer-
emony in May 2018, has often shared
glimpses of their relationship online.
They are parents to daughter Mehr
and son Guriq. Neha responded to
Angad’s sweet tribute with a heart-
felt “My heart”. Their affectionate
exchange once again offered fans a
glimpse into their enduring bond.

own moral complexities. Inspired by several true
events from across India,
“Daayra” is not restricted
to a particular city or
state. Gulzar said the film
unfolds in a world that
could exist almost any-
where in the country. The
project also changed her
understanding of Mum-

Prithviraj a dream come
true, bringing performers
from Hindi and Malay-
alam cinema together.
She said Kareena explores
an unseen facet of her
acting, while Prithviraj
brings a restrained inten-
sity to Raman. Written
by Yash Keswani, Sima

Fashion
Malaika Arora makes ivory
look festive-ready

Malaika Arora brought effortless elegance
to her Onam celebrations in a striking
ivory Faabiiana ensemble that beautifully
blended traditional craftsmanship with
contemporary styling. The embroidered

: ad
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Russell Crowe bai, a city she was born Agarwal and Gulzar, kurta, detailed neckline and scalloped
stars in and raised in, by taking “Daayra” is backed by dupatta created a graceful festive silhou- ) ;
her to unfamiliar places Junglee Pictures and Pen ette, while statement jhumbkas, a choker £ 7 ‘.{
UNABOMBER and offering fresh per- Studios and is scheduled and stacked bangles added classic Indian 3y '«“
Netflix has revealed spectives. Gulzar called to release in theatres on glamour. What truly elevated the look was v i
the first look at the casting of Kareenaand = September 18 itself. her choice of accessories. ' '

UNABOMBER, starring
Russell Crowe, Jacob
Tremblay and Shailene
Woodley. The true-crime
thriller explores Ted
Kaczynski’s transfor-
mation, psychological
experiments and the FBI
investigation into his
crimes.

Mackie and
Dornan headline
new heist drama

Anthony Mackie and
Jamie Dornan headline
Apple TV’s upcoming
eight-episode heist
drama ‘1212 12’, pre-
miering November 13.
The series follows an
ambitious Zurich vault
robbery across three
timelines.

Central Chronicle News

upert Grint is set
to return to the
wizarding  world

as Ron Weasley, 15 years
after he last played the
character on screen.
The actor will reprise
the role of an adult Ron
in Harry Potter and the
Cursed Child on Broad-
way, marking a moment
for the star who grew up
playing a central charac-
ter. Grint will appear at
Lyric Theatre from Feb-
ruary 2 to May 30, 2027,
joining the production
that continues the story
of the Harry Potter uni-
verse through the next
generation of Hogwarts

| HOLLYWOOD |

Rupert Grint returns as Ron
Weasley after 15 years

HIGHLIGHT

©® Ron Weasley returns
to Broadway, with
Rupert Grint reprising
him.

students. The actor fea-
tured in all eight Harry
Potter films belween

2001 and 2011. Reflect-
ing on his return, Grint
said Ron has remained a
part of him since he was
11. He described step-
ping back into the role as
both familiar and new,
particularly because
he and the character

Rupert Grint returns as adult Ron
Weasley.

have reached a stage
of life as fathers. He
also expressed excite-
ment about returning
to Broadway in a role
that shaped much of his
career. Producers Sonia

Friedman and Colin
Callender said Grint’s
comeback creates a
connection between

the story and the play’s
themes of family, legacy
and time. They noted
that the actor is bringing
years of experience from
film, television and the-
atre to the adult version
of Ron. Grint is not the
first original cast mem-
ber to join Cursed Child.

Trending on Insta

@rakulpreet

Rakul Shares funny take
on quitting coffee

Actress Rakul Preet Singh gave fans a
glimpse of her caffeine-free routine,
joking about her decision to quit cof-
fee. Sharing a humorous Instagram

video, she highlighted the struggle of
giving up her regular caffeine fix.

@realpz

Preily Zinta recalls sweel

gesture during Paris illness
Preity Zinta shared a touching

glimpse of kindness in Paris after fall-
ing ill with fever. A neighbour, learn-
ing about her condition, sent her
favourite comfort food, Kadhi Cha-
wal, lifting her spirits.
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LIFE MATTERS

‘Slower Living’
is taking roots
shunning

off the ‘Chase’

More Indians are leaving corporate
careers behind, seeking freedom,
land and slower living.

or years, the Indian dream
Fwas neatly packaged: a

well-paying job, a bigger
home, a career that climbed
steadily towards retirement.
But a quieter ambition is now
taking root quietly. Profes-
sionals are imagining a differ-
ent kind of success one with a
patch of land, clean air, slower
mornings and, most impor-
tantly, no office calls. From
technology professionals and
entrepreneurs to couples who —————
have spent decades in careers, HIGHLIGHT
people are moving away from

into aspirational choices. Yet
behind the photographs lies a
reality: remote living requires
planning, discipline and a will-
ingness to trade convenience
for independence. For some,
early retirement may mean
leaving the workforce. For
others, it could mean work-
ing remotely, running a farm,
teaching, creating or building a
local business.

Either way, the new dream

metros to hill towns, villages
and smaller cities. Some are
buying farmland, while others
are restoring homes, starting
gardens or building retreats
where life revolves around sun-
light, soil and seasons rather
than meetings and deadlines.
The shift is not about escaping
work. It reflects a reassessment
of what makes life fulfilling.
After years of chasing promo-
tions, milestones and calen-
dars, many are beginning to
value time as their most pre-

® From farms to hills,
professionals are redefining
success through freedom,
time and simplicity.

cious currency. A morning
spent tending plants, walking
through a village or sharing tea
with neighbours can feel more
rewarding than day spent rush-
ing between screens. Social
media has also made these
alternative lifestyles visible,
turning farm stays, home-
steading and mountain living

Choosing peace over the
corporate hustle.

is less about having more and
more about needing less. In a
country where ambition has
long been measured by how far
one climbs, perhaps the next
symbol of success is knowing
when to step away and having
the courage to choose a life
that feels truly yours.

RELATIONSHIP

New cough
medicine rules
for children

The government has
| restricted certain cough
and cold medicines for chil-
dren below four years. The
medicines contain chlor-
pheniramine maleate and
phenylephrine hydrochlo-
ride, which may cause side
effects in young children.
New labels must clearly
warn parents not to use
these combinations for
children under four. The restriction does not cover every
cough syrup. Parents should always check the ingredients
before giving medicine and avoid combining different cold
or allergy medicines. Doctors recommend using age-appro-
priate medicines and the correct dose. If a child has already
taken the restricted medicine, parents should seek medical
advice, especially if unusual sleepiness, breathing problems
or rapid heartbeat occurs.

Singles Look beyond apps before first dates

Singles are finding a new way
to learn about potential partners
before meeting them: LinkedIn.
A survey found that one in five
workers had used the platform
to research someone they might
date, while nearly half trusted
LinkedIn information more than
dating apps. Unlike dating pro-
files, LinkedIn can show a per-
son’s education, work history
and professional connections. For
some, this helps check whether
someone’s details seem genuine.
However, LinkedIn is meant for
professional networking, not dat-
ing. While checking a profile may
offer some information, sending
unwanted romantic messages can
cross boundaries and make peo-
ple uncomfortable.

| DECOR |

'

Luxury rooted in personal comfort.

The future of luxury interiors is personal

Central Chronicle News

Designers are
creating homes that
seamlessly reflect
everyday habits

and rituals.

uxury homes are
Lno longer defined

only by large
spaces, expensive furni-
ture or finishes. A new
approach to interiors
is focusing on some-
thing much more per-
sonal: everyday habits.
Instead of designing a
home around trends,
designers are creating
spaces around how peo-
ple live. This means ask-
ing questions. Where do

you sit in the morning?
Where does the family
gather after work? Do
you cook together, eat
slowly, read before bed
or spend time praying
and meditating? These
routines are becom-
ing home design. A
meditation corner,
for example, may be
placed where sunlight
enters. A puja area can
offer privacy while still
remaining connected to
the home. Kitchens are
being planned around
families who  cook
together, while dining
spaces are designed for
long conversations and
family meals. Bedrooms
are becoming spaces
for relaxation rather

than just sleep. Softer
lighting, = comfortable
fabrics, layered bedding
and natural textures
can create a calm atmo-
sphere at the end of the
day. Textiles are gain-
ing importance because
they add warmth and
change the mood of a
room through colour,

FACTFILE

® Modern luxury is
becoming less about
grandeur and more
about living.

texture and touch. The
trend reflects a move
away from picture-per-
fect interiors. A styled
room may look impres-

sive, but it may not
always be comfortable
or practical. A home
should support the peo-
ple living in it rather
than forcing them to
adjust to the design.
This is where the idea
of ritual living comes
in. Homes are being
designed as changing
spaces that respond to
different moments of
the day. The new luxury,
therefore, is not simply
having more. It is hav-
ing a home that feels
truly yours. The most
thoughtful interiors are
personal, practical and
inviting, allowing every-
day rituals to become
part of the design itself.
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GadgetPick

TRENDING PERSONAL-TECH

HP OmniBook 3 14
2K OLED Laptop

About:

The HP OmniBook 3 is a
14-inch 2K OLED laptop
powered by a Snapdragon
X chip and 8GB memory,
designed for everyday
productivity, entertainment and travel.

Key Features:

It features a vibrant 2K OLED display with HP Eye
Ease for reduced eye strain, while Snapdragon X
supports Windows 11 with Copilot and Recall. Its
battery delivers up to 41 hours and 45 minutes of
use. An FHD IR camera with HDR auto-switch and
Al noise reduction enhances video calls, while the
lightweight design makes it convenient for work,
study and travel.

Apple Mac mini with M6
and M5 Pro

About:

Apple’s new Mac mini

comes in M6 and M5 Pro
versions, combining powerful
performance with a compact desktop design.
Key Features:

The M6 model features a 12-core CPU and 12-core
GPU with Neural Accelerators, delivering up to four
times faster Al performance and twice the graphics
performance than M4. Storage is up to twice as fast,
while CPU performance is 40 percent quicker. The
M5 Pro version adds an 18-core CPU and 20-core
GPU for demanding tasks. Wi-Fi 7, Bluetooth 6 and
Thunderbolt support extensive connectivity.

Panther Solstice
Smartwatch

About:

The Panther Solstice is

a premium smartwatch
featuring a stainless-steel
case, sapphire crystal glass and continuous health
tracking, with up to seven days of battery life.
Key Features:

It monitors heart rate, HRV, sleep, stress, blood
oxygen and skin temperature, providing simple
daily insights. Built-in GPS supports automatic
workout detection, recovery analysis and heart rate
zones. Calls, texts and alerts keep users connected
without social or browsing apps. Interchangeable
leather, sport rubber and woven bands offer styling
options for work, workouts and weekends.

Harness Al Agent
Controller

About:

Harness is a compact
desk device that lets
users dispatch and
monitor Al coding
agents through voice
commands.

Key Features:
Double-tap the device and speak a task to send
it to an Al agent running on a laptop, server

or cloud. Loops can repeat tasks on schedules,
while Goals rerun them until they succeed. Its
round display shows active tasks, elapsed time
and daily costs. It works with agents including
Claude Code, Codex and Cursor through an open
protocol. End-to-end encryption keeps files and
logs on your machine.

Cozeware FreshFlow
Window Fresh Air
System

About:

The Cozeware FreshFlow
is a window-mounted
ventilation system that brings filtered outdoor air
indoors without opening the window.

Key Features:

Its no-drill design fits single-hung and
double-hung windows and can be moved
between rooms. FreshFlow filters pollen,
smoke or bacteria, with filters lasting up
to 2,160 hours. The AirGuide app provides
real-time CO2 and PM2.5 readings,
scheduling and airflow controls. It delivers
up to 47.1 CFM across rooms up to 345
square feet, while the Pro model adds
indoor air purification.

RayNeo iO Al Smart
Glasses

About:

The RayNeo iO Al

Smart Glasses combine

a discreet HUD and Al

assistant with a familiar

eyewear design.

Key Features:

Its lens display privately shows the time,
weather, battery level and calendar alerts in
green text. The all-day Al assistant provides
answers and reminders without requiring

a phone. A knurled crown on the hinge
allows users to scroll and select information
without touching the lens. RayNeo iO is
scheduled to ship September 4, 2026, with
early sign-ups receiving a discount code

at checkout.
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Greal Test batting is
not just about attacking
fearlessly; it is about

team needs aggression

and restraint.

Ravichandran Ashwin
Former India Cricketer

Praggnanandhaa hecomes first
Indian to win Grand Chess Tour title

Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa staged a sensational comeback against Fabiano Caruana to
become the first Indian champion of the prestigious Grand Chess Tour in St. Louis.

s HISTORY MADE!
PRAGGNANANDHAA '

——— CREATES HISTORY BY BEC BECOMING ——

| THE FIRST INDIAN EVER |

TO WIN '[HE GRAND CHESS TOUR!

Press Trust Of India

Praggnanandhaa
overturned a six-point
deficit, winning

15-13 and pocketing
$200,000 in win-
nings..

ST. LOUIS (USA): Grand-
master R Praggnanandhaa
became the first Indian to
clinch the Grand Chess
Tour title, beating Fabiano
Caruana of the USA with a
stunning comeback win in
the grand finale here.

Praggnanandhaa made
a remarkable turnaround
on Thursday after trailing
Caruana by six points at
the start of the day at the
Saint Louis Chess Club
here. The Indian eventu-
ally prevailed 15-13 to win
his maiden GCT title and
pocket USD 200,000 as
the winning purse.

The title win also guar-
anteed Praggnanandhaa
a spot in the next year’s
Grand Chess Tour along
with Caruana, and another
American Wesley So, who
defeated Vincent Keymer
of Germany 1812 to take
the third place. “Honestly,
I didn’t think I had many
chances today,” Pragg-
nanandhaa told ‘Chess.
com’. “It’s not every day
that you can get one win
from Fabi, but to get two,
it was important in the
rapid” The 21-year-old
Chennai-lad, who has been
mentored by five-time
world champion Viswana-
than Anand, started the
day six points behind, but

B 1513

~\ Started the final day
' 6 POINTS BEHIND

pulled another rabbit out
of the hat and took a lead
of two points after win-
ning both the rapid games
(four points to winner per
game). It was even-stevens
in the subsequent four
games of blitz, with Pragg-
nanandhaa and Caruana
winning one each while
the remaining two were
drawn. The two-point lead

L

o . THE COMEBACK &

‘!’

at the end of the rapid
games proved decisive
for the Indian Grandmas-
ter. The first game of the
blitz section was a drawn
affair before Caruana won
the second to level the
scores at 12-12. A deter-
mined Praggnanandhaa
prevailed over his oppo-
nent in the third game
to restore his two-point

Won both
RAPID GAMES

®

lead (14-12). Had Caruana
won the last blitz game,
he would have forced
two more games with the
peculiar time control, fol-
lowed by armageddon.
But, a draw was enough
for Praggnanandhaa to win
the match, and he did just
that to seal a famous title.
“Congratulations to Pragg-
nanandhaa on winning his

FABIANO CARUANA |

Completed a stunning

TURNAROUND

first-ever Grand Chess Tour
title!” Grand Chess Tour’s
official handle posted on
X’. “Pragg defeats Fabiano
Caruana in a thrilling final
match to cap off an incred-
ible season and claim the
GCT crown for the first
time in his career! “What
a comeback, what a fight,
and what a way to become
champion!”

Velavan
Senthilkumar
enters Budapest
Open squash final

BUDAPEST: India’s Vela-
van Senthilkumar got the
better of compatriot Veer
Chotrani in a last-four
clash to enter the final
of the Budapest Open
squash, a USD 43,500
PSA Copper event, being
held in the Hungarian
capital. Senthilkumar
will take on local favour-
ite Balazs Farkas in the
final. In the semifinals,
eighth seed Senthilkumar,
ranked 54th in the world,
beat third seed Chotrani
9-11, 11-8, 11-7, 1-11, 12-10 to
advance to his 15th PSA
tour final. In the quarter-
final, Senthilkumar had
stunned Malaysian world
No. 18 and top seed Eain
Yow Ng 11-2, 11-9, 11-8 to
set up a semifinal clash
with Chotrani. This will
be Senthilkumar and Far-
kas’ third meeting on the
tour. The Indian won their
face-off in 2024, after the
Hungarian triumphed in
the 2019 match-up.

Press Trust Of India

Neeraj Chopra reaches
the Diamond League
Finals despite contest-
ing only two events.

NEW DELHI: Indian jave-
lin star Neeraj Chopra has
qualified for the Diamond
League Finals in Brussels
on September 5, complet-
ing an impressive return
from injury despite
appearing in only two
meetings this season. He
collected 12 points after
finishing second in Doha
and Lausanne, securing
sixth place in the updated

standings.
The 28-year-old
delayed his comeback

because of a lower back
injury that had troubled
him since last Septem-
ber. He returned in Doha
and gradually rediscov-
ered his rhythm, winning

| CHOPRA EYES GLORY |

Neeraj secures Brussels berth, eyes
ultimate Champlonshlps glory

—

Commonwealth Games
silver in Glasgow with a
season-best 85.83m effort

before improving to
88.05m at the Lausanne
meeting later in August.
Under Diamond
League rules, the leading
six athletes in jumps and
throws qualify for the
two-day finale, although
an additional competitor
may receive a wildcard.
The men’s javelin contest
is scheduled for Septem-
ber 5. The champion will
earn at least USD 30,000,

potentially doubling that
amount if designated Dia-
mond+.

Sri Lanka’s Rumesh
Pathirage leads the stand-
ings with 39 points after
winning four of five meet-
ings and finishing second
once. His commanding
92.07m throw in Zurich
confirmed his status as
the favourite. Anderson
Peters, Keshorn Walcott,
Curtis Thompson and
Julius Yego complete the
other qualifying positions
alongside Chopra.

HIG IILIGHT

© Two runner-up finishes
earned Chopra 12 points
and sixth-place overall
qualification.

® His improving form
strengthens hopes of
reaching World Athletics’
inaugural Ultimate
Championships.

Chopra could qualify
for the inaugural World
Athletics Ultimate Cham-
pionships in Budapest
from September 11 to 13.
He currently occupies
seventh place in the qual-
ification race, with fel-
low Indian Sachin Yadav
eighth. The final eligible
list will be released on
September 6. The cham-
pionship will unite eight
leading throwers, with
gold medallists receiving
USD 150,000.

| MARIJNE BACKS PROGRESS |

Marijne defends pre-World Cup lecwe praises India’s strong campaign

Press Trust Of India

AMSTELVEEN: India wom-
en’s hockey chief coach
Sjoerd  Marijne  has
defended taking leave
before the World Cup,
insisting that prepara-
tions remained unaf-
fected and that he mon-
itored every training
session, match, meeting
and player interaction.
India overcame injury
concerns to finish an
encouraging fifth. Mar-

ijne credited his coach-
ing staff for maintaining
the programme during
his absence and said
outside criticism did not
reflect the complete cir-
cumstances.

The Dutchman urged
the players to remain
hungry, disciplined and
connected, warning that
fiftth place should rep-
resent progress rather
than a destination. He
wants the team to keep
raising standards and

OO

Our fifth-place finish
shows progress,
but lasting success
demands daily
growth, stronger
unity, discipline and
an enduring hunger
to improve.

Sjoerd Marijne
Chief Coach, India Women'’s
Hockey Team

view development as a
daily process.
Returning for his sec-

ond stint in January,
Marijne found a more
experienced squad

familiar with major tour-
naments, higher-ranked
opponents and his
coaching methods. His
immediate priority
was rebuilding unity,
restoring discipline and
replacing individual
thinking with a team-
first approach.

understanding when the

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

BENJAMIN JOINS GUARDA

Portugal’s Guarda FC signs Mumbai-
born Yohaan Benjamin for two years

MUMBAI: Portuguese club Guarda
FC has signed Mumbai-born Indian
youth international Yohaan Benjamin
on a two-year contract, subject to
international clearance and visa for-
malities. The move strengthens Ben-
jamin’s European journey while sup-
porting Guarda FC’s plan to develop
emerging footballers from India,
Asia and other markets. Benjamin
described the signing as an important
opportunity to improve, compete

and prove himself at a higher level.
The midfielder trained at Conscient
Football Mumbai, the Football Acad-
emy of Bangalore and Minerva Foot-
ball Academy before joining Shillong
Lajong in 2022. During three years
there, he gained senior and reserve-
team experience. He scored nine
goals in the 2024 Shillong Premier
League, helping Lajong win the title
and finish runners-up in Meghalaya
State League. PTI

PRANAVI STARTS STRONG

Pranavi fires strong opening 69,
leads India’s Irish Open challenge

B .
.»'{"""n Tl -

STRAFFAN (IRELAND): Pranavi Urs
opened the KPMG Women’s Irish
Open with a three-under 69, plac-
ing herself inside the top 10 after
the first round at The K Club. Start-
ing from the 10th tee in wet con-
ditions, Pranavi recorded birdies
on the 10th, 16th, 17th and first
holes. Her only bogey came at
the eighth, leaving her positioned
for the second round. Diksha
Dagar and Tvesa Malik returned
two-over 74s to share 69th place,
while Avani Prashanth struggled
to a seven-over 79. South Africa’s
Casandra Alexander fired a course-
record, bogey-free 63 to establish a
four-shot lead. Four players shared
second on 67. The 132-player tour-
nament carries a €450,000 purse,

. with the top 60 and ties advancing

after 36 holes. pTI

FEDERER’S ENDURING LEGACY

Federer enters tennis Hall of Fame,
celebrating career and legacy

NEW YORK: Roger Federer will be inducted
into the International Tennis Hall of Fame
in Newport, Rhode Island, on Saturday,
celebrating a career defined by victories
and relationships. The 45-year-old Swiss
great said retirement helped him under-
stand that his legacy extended beyond
forehands, backhands, trophies and saved
break points. Federer believes people also
remember how players treat opponents,

|

fans, media, officials and ball children.
During 25 years on tour, Federer travelled
widely, formed friendships and connected
with supporters. His exhibitions against
Rafael Nadal in Cape Town and Alexander
Zverev in Mexico City attracted crowds.
Federer will be honoured alongside broad-
caster and former player Mary Carillo. He
remains grateful that people miss watching
him compete across the world. PTI

ANAYA RECLAIMS CRICKET

Anaya Bangar finds Australian path
aﬂer BCCI’S prolonged silence

.. NEW DELHI: Trans-athlete Anaya Bangar says
Cricket Australia’s clearance to play communi-
= ty-level women’s cricket has restored her hopes
of rebuilding a career she feared was over. The
25-year-old left-arm spin-bowling all-rounder
began transitioning in 2022 and underwent gen-

% der-affirming surgery in March. She described

the journey as lonely, brutal and emotionally
. demanding but believes it ultimately made
. her stronger and wiser. Bangar said the BCCI
. offered no response when she sought assis-
~ tance and guidance on entering India’s wom-
en’s cricket system. By contrast, Cricket Austra-
lia assessed her case under its existing policy
and cleared a pathway into community compe-
tition. She hopes the Indian board will develop
an informed policy for transgender athletes
and has offered to share insights from her expe-
rience. Bangar said sceptics should educate
themselves about eligibility rules, testosterone
limits and scientific evidence before claiming
that she holds an unfair advantage. PTI
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India’s series victory in Sri Lanka revealed stronger batting options and an emerging spin
successor, though concerns remain over the Test attack’s consistency and depth.

Press Trust Of India

Padikkal’s command-
ing runs strengthened
his claim to India’s
crucial number-three
batting position.

COLOMBO: India’s 1-O Test
series victory in Sri Lanka
provided several encour-
aging answers, particu-
larly regarding the team’s
batting, but its inability to
force victory in the final
match exposed lingering
concerns about the bowl-
ing attack.

Devdutt Padikkal
emerged as India’s biggest
gain, strengthening his
claim to the crucial num-
ber-three position. The
Karnataka batter scored
328 runs in three innings
at an average of 109.33,
including two centuries,
to earn the Player of the
Series award.

Padikkal tackled Sri
Lanka’s spinners with deci-
sive footwork and intel-
ligent back-foot play. His
early coach, Mohammed
Naseeruddin, said they
had specifically worked on
getting closer to the ball
or stepping out to drive
before the series.

Captain Shubman Gill
indicated that Padikkal
could retain the position
even after B Sai Sudharsan
returns from injury.

Dhruv Jurel also pro-

- -
(B

-

vided stability and tacti-
cal flexibility at number
six. Playing as a special-
ist batter behind wicket-
keeper Rishabh Pant, Jurel
demonstrated an ability to
defend patiently and accel-
erate when required. He
struck a quick 51 in Galle
before scoring a century
in Colombo, handling pace
and spin with equal confi-
dence.

Left-arm spinner Manav
Suthar strengthened his
credentials as a poten-
tial long-term successor

to Ravindra Jadeja. He
claimed 10 wickets in Galle,
exploiting the available
drift, bounce and turn. On
a slower Colombo surface,
Suthar adjusted his pace
and worked through 63
demanding overs to collect
six wickets.

Prasidh Krishna was
another positive, main-
taining pace and intensity
throughout the series.
However, Mohammad
Siraj lacked his customary
sharpness and finished
with only four wickets.

Bowling coach Morne
Morkel nevertheless
defended Siraj’s contribu-
tion, describing him as an
important leader capable
of breaking partnerships.
India’s inability to dis-
miss Sri Lanka in the final
innings remained the prin-
cipal concern. The hosts
batted for nearly five ses-
sions to secure a draw,
while debutant off-spin-
ner Saransh Jain struggled

to maintain consistent
lengths.
Jain’s limited impact

may renew debate over the
decision to leave Kuldeep
Yadav out after one under-
whelming appearance in
Galle.

Despite those concerns,
the improved perfor-
mances of Padikkal, Jurel
and Suthar offered India
significant encourage-
ment. The series victory
should temporarily silence
questions surrounding the
Test side, although greater
bowling depth will be
essential against stronger
opponents.

Carlos Alcaraz opens US Open
title defense against Safiullin

Press Trust Of India

US Open draws
promise compelling
openers, comeback
tests and heavyweight
quarterfinal possibil-
ities.

NEW YORK: Carlos
Alcaraz will open the
defense of his U.S. Open
title against an opponent
who made a strong run
at Wimbledon while the
Spaniard was sidelined
with an injury.

Along with some
interesting open-
ing-round matches,

the draws for men’s
and women’s singles
Thursday delivered one
what-could-have-been
possibility: Had Serena
Williams decided to
play, there could have
been a Williams sisters
showdown in Round 1.

When Venus Williams
was given a wild card
into the event at 46, the
U.S. Tennis Association
initially held one spot,
which surely would have
gone to Serena if the six-
time U.S. Open cham-
pion wanted to play
after returning to tennis
for the first time since
2022. When the 44-year-
old decided to only
compete in doubles, the
USTA awarded that last
wild card over the week-
end to American Sofia
Kenin, the 2020 Austra-
lian Open champion.

On Thursday, Venus
Williams and Kenin were
randomly drawn to face
each other.

Main draw play at the

FASTFACTS

® Defending champion
Alcaraz faces Safiullin
in his first singles
match since April.

® Venus Williams
meets Sofia Kenin,
while Sabalenka begins
third-title pursuit in
New York.

final Grand Slam tour-
nament of the season
begins Sunday.

Alcaraz is the No.
2 seed and will face
Roman Safiullin. It will
be Alcaraz’s first singles
match since April, after
the two-time U.S. Open
champion was forced to
miss the French Open
and Wimbledon because
of a right wrist injury.

The Spaniard
returned to play with
Serena Williams in the

mixed doubles tourna-
ment and looked rusty.
He may have to be
sharper against Safiullin,
who reached the fourth
round at Wimbledon,
upsetting Andrey Rublev
and Joao Fonseca along
the way before falling
to 24-time Grand Slam
singles champion Novak
Djokovic in four sets.

Safiullin also upset
Alcaraz, ranked No. 2
at the time, in the ATP
Masters 1000 in Paris in
2023. Alcaraz avenged
that loss the following
year at the Paris Olym-
pics in their lone other
meeting.

Alexander Zverev, the
French Open champion
who became the No. 1
seed in New York when
Jannik Sinner pulled
out with a knee injury,
will open against Italian
Lorenzo Sonego.

ational Sports Day
is celebrated in
India on August 29

to honour the country’s
sporting traditions and
achievements. The occa-
sion marks the birth anni-
versary of Major Dhyan
Chand, the legendary
hockey  player  who
helped India win Olympic
gold medals in 1928, 1932
and 1936. According to
his autobiography, Goal!,
he scored more than 400
goals during his interna-
tional career from 1926 to
1949.

“Sportsmen keep
playing until they get it
right” is a quotation that
captures the true spirit
of sports. The values
taught by sports—includ-
ing discipline, teamwork,
resilience and sportsman-
ship—are essential to a
well-rounded life. They
inspire individuals to per-
form at their best, both
on and off the field.

In essence, sports are
about much more than
physical activity. They
are a powerful teacher, a
source of inspiration and
a unifying force. Sports
encourage healthy com-
petition and personal
growth while offering
valuable lessons that
extend far beyond the

playing field.
Through rigorous
training and strategic

play, athletes learn the
importance of dedication
and commitment. They
discover the strength

INATIONAL SPORTS DAY — AUGUST 29|

Sporits crucial for overall well-being

that comes from working
together, relying on team-
mates and supporting
one another in pursuit of
a common goal. Sports
also teach people to han-
dle success and failure
with grace and humility.
“You cannot win
unless you learn how to
lose.” The thrill of victory
and the disappointment
of defeat are both power-
ful teachers. They shape
character and build resil-
ience. Learning to accept
setbacks, analyse mis-
takes and return stronger
are crucial life skills culti-
vated through sports.
Sports also promote
physical and men-
tal well-being. Olym-
pic swimmer Caeleb
Dressel once said, “It is
not really about count-
ing medals for me. It is
just about getting better
every day.” Participa-
tion in sports provides
an outlet for stress,
improves physical fit-
ness and enhances one’s
overall mood. The cama-
raderie developed on
the field, shared experi-
ences and collective pur-
suit of excellence create
a strong sense of com-
munity and belonging.
Regular participation
in sports boosts self-es-
teem and confidence,
making it an integral part
of a healthy and fulfilling
life. It promotes physical
fithess, reduces stress
and fosters important life
skills like teamwork, lead-

Dr Arvind Neral

Professor and Head of
Department, Raipur Institute of
Medical Sciences.

ership and discipline. It
improves cardiovascular
health, strengthens mus-
cles and bones, and helps
maintain a healthy body
weight. Physical activ-
ity also supports mental
well-being and reduces
stress and anxiety by
stimulating the release of

endorphins.
Good health is a
priceless luxury, and

sports help people attain
it. Sporting activities
sharpen concentration,
problem-solving abilities
and cognitive skills. Bas-
ketball legend Michael
Jordan said, “I can accept
failure; everyone fails at
something. But I cannot
accept not trying.” His
words highlight the deter-
mination, hard work and
perseverance that sports
instil in individuals.
Sports provide oppor-
tunities to interact with
others, develop mean-
ingful relationships and
experience a sense of
belonging. They encour-
age a positive attitude,

improve one’s mood and
build self-confidence.
They also provide a
healthy emotional out-
let and help individuals
develop a more optimis-
tic outlook on life.

Sports play a multi-
faceted and integral role
in society. They create
shared emotions across
cultures and bring peo-
ple together regardless
of their backgrounds.
Sportsmanship is a cru-
cial quality for achiev-

ing success in life.
Constructive sporting
activities also channel

young people’s energy in
positive and productive
directions.

Sports foster leader-
ship by teaching team-
work, communication,
strategic thinking and
resilience. Athletes learn
to motivate one another
through shared goals and
challenges. They also
learn to make quick deci-
sions, manage their time,
demonstrate  integrity
and respect their oppo-
nents. These leadership
qualities are valuable not
only on the playing field
but also in business, edu-
cation and personal life.

In essence, sports pro-
vide a holistic platform
for personal develop-
ment. They equip indi-
viduals with valuable
life skills, foster positive
personality traits and
contribute  significantly
to success and overall
well-being.

Doping cases rock Indian wrestling

Press Trust Of India

responsibility.

NEW DELHI: A series of doping and
whereabouts-related violations has
prompted the Wrestling Federation
of India to remind athletes that
anti-doping compliance is personal

Asian Games-bound wrestlers
Mukul Dahiya and Deepanshu were
removed from India’s squad fol-
lowing doping cases, leaving two
weight categories vacant. Dahiya
tested positive for Mephentermine,

while Deepanshu received an eight-

year ban after a second offence
involving Stanozolol.

The problem has also affected
U23 medallists Nikhil and Rohit
Kumar, who were provisionally
suspended after positive tests.

Press Trust Of India

India’s World Cup
revival has renewed
belief in its women’s
hockey future.

AMSTELVEEN: India’s
women’s hockey team
has discovered renewed
confidence after finishing
fifth at the World Cup, its
best result in 52 years.
Veteran goalkeeper Savita
Punia believes the cam-
paign has demonstrated
that the side is moving in
the right direction.

India defeated high-
erranked Germany 3-1
in the fifth-place playoff
after narrowly missing
the semifinals following
a goalless draw against
Australia. The result

| FIH WORLD CUP|

Future perfect for India women’s hockey
after World Cup turnaround: Savita Punia

completed an impressive
turnaround for a team
that had earlier failed
to qualify for the Paris
Olympics and slipped out
of the Pro League.

Savita credited coach
Sjoerd Marijne and the

FASTFACTS

® Savita credits open
communication and
positive dressing-
room culture for
India’s remarkable
turnaround.

® Navneet believes

strong performances
strengthen demands
for Women'’s Hockey
India League revival.

support staff for creating
a more positive and open
dressing-room  environ-
ment.

“After the arrival of
coach Sjoerd Marijne and
all the new support staff,
we decided to have fun,
laugh, talk and chat off
the field. It wasn’t like

this before,” she said.

Savita became emo-
tional after India missed
the semifinals and cried
again following the vic-
tory over Germany. How-
ever, the emotions came
from sharply contrasting
experiences.

“That day I cried out of
sadness, but today it was
tears of joy. I received
many messages saying
that it was not nice to see
you crying on TV. People
also said that no one had
imagined that the team
would play the fifth-place
match.”

Savita said India’s
attacking hockey, dis-
cipline and match-by-
match planning were
central to the turn-
around.

Unseeded
Rishika
storms into
semis

PUNE: Unseeded Rishika
Nandi upset the third
seeded Disha Santosh
21-16, 21-18 to storm into
the girls’ singles semifi-
nals of the India Junior
International Grand Prix
badminton tournament
here on Friday. Thai-
land’s Pattanun Thian-
naparpornchok, Gatha
Suryawanshi, and sec-
ond seeded Ishita Negi
were the other girls to
make it to the last four
stage. In the boys’ sin-
gles, top seeded Dev
Ruparelia, Jagsher Singh
Khangurra, seventh seed
Pranav Manjunath and
16th seeded Nishchal
Chand made it to the
semifinals with contrast-
ing wins.

| NABI EYES COUNTY |

With NZ series in mind, BCCI trying to
arrange county games for Auqgib Nabi

Press Trust Of India

BCCI seeks English
county exposure for
Augib Nabi before New
Zealand Tests.

NEW DELHI: Keeping an
eye on India’s next Test
tour of New Zealand, the
BCCI is in talks with a
few English counties to
get a short-term contract
for talented pacer Augib
Nabi during the final few
rounds of the Champion-
ship.

Nabi, last Ranji sea-
son’s highest wicket-taker
with 60 scalps, and Gur-
noor Brar didn’t get a
look-in in the playing XI
for the two Tests against
Sri Lanka recently.

While Mohammed Siraj

and Prasidh Krishna have

earned much-needed
workload related breaks,
Gurnoor Brar will be
linking up with the North
Zone side for the semi-
final against South Zone
starting November 30 at

the Centre of Excellence.

“It was a decision taken
by the Indian team think-
tank (team management
and selection committee)
that Gurnoor will be play-
ing the Duleep Trophy.
Already Arshdeep (Singh)
and Anshul (Kamboj) are
in playing eleven and Gur-
noor will replace Sunil
Kumar. So, BCCI is looking
for at least two to three
red-ball games for Augqib
in England, which will
be handy,” a BCCI source
told PTI on conditions of
anonymity.

It is believed that Sur-
rey is looking for a swing
bowler and there has been
some talks about Nabi get-
ting to play a few matches
at the elite London-based
county club.
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Russian drones batter
Ukraine’s Kylv region again

For the second consecutive day, Russian drone strikes hit residential areas, warehouses,
and vehicles in the Kyiv region, causing casualties and worsening local air quality.

Cars burn as firefighters try to put out a fire following a Russian drone attack in Kyiv region,

g =

Ukraine, Friday, Aug 28, 2026.
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KYIV: Russian forces on
Friday resumed their
drone barrage of Ukraine’s
Kyiv region, hitting more
than a dozen apartment
buildings and storage
depots in a second straight
day of aerial attacks,
officials said.

Prolonged air raids in
Kyiv on Thursday essen-
tially locked down the
Ukrainian capital for 15
hours, the Foreign Min-
istry said, choking the
economy and severely dis-
rupting civilian life more
than four years after Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion of
its neighbour. Even longer
alerts are a daily reality
in regions closer to the
front line, the ministry

said. Russian drone and
missile attacks are also
aiming at the power grid
in what Ukrainian officials
say is an annual campaign
to “weaponise winter.” In
Ukraine’s southern Kher-
son region on the Black
Sea, where glide bombs a
day earlier forced a com-
bined heat and power
plant to shut down, offi-
cials predicted a winter of
extended outages and told
people to move elsewhere
if they could.

Russian strikes in the
Kyiv region damaged 14
warehouses, 16 private
houses, three apartment
buildings and 16 vehicles,
Tymur Tkachenko, head
of the Kyiv regional mili-
tary administration, said
Friday. A second drone

FASTFACTS

@ In the southern
Kherson region,
officials urged
residents to evacuate
due to severe,
expected power and
heating outages caused
by intense Russian
bombing of critical
infrastructure.

hit one location after
emergency Ccrews were
deployed, the State Emer-
gency Service said, in what
is termed by the military
as a “double tap” that tar-
gets first responders. The
attacks killed one person
and wounded two others,
according to officials. The
Russian Defence Ministry

said its forces overnight
struck a warehouse in the
Kyiv region that stores
Ukraine’s Flamingo cruise
missiles and fuel for rocket
boosters. Ukrainian offi-
cials did not immediately
confirm the Russian claim,
and The Associated Press
could not verify it. Recent
strikes have damaged
numerous warehouses
across Kyiv and the wider
region, including facilities
storing books, food and
other consumer goods.
The attacks stretched
into daylight hours, and
Tkachenko urged residents
to stay in safe locations and
heed air raid alerts. Russia
is launching small numbers
of fast-moving jet-pow-
ered drones in waves in
an attempt to paralyse

the capital, according to
Andrii Kovalenko, head of
Ukraine’s Centre for Coun-
tering Disinformation at
the National Security and
Defence Council. “The goal
is to exhaust air defences
and the population,” he
said on social media Fri-
day. Kyiv region authorities
said that air quality wors-
ened due to the attacks
and warned people in
some areas to keep their
windows closed and limit
their time outdoors. In the
southern Kherson region,
which is about 70 per
cent under Russian con-
trol, officials urged tens of
thousands of residents to
move to safer regions due
to the possibility of pro-
longed power and heating
outages this winter.

Ebola outbreak
spreads to
new zones

BUNIA: The fastest-grow-
ing Ebola outbreak in his-
tory has spread to two new
health zones in eastern
Congo, with a total of 60
now affected, according to
the latest government fig-
ures published on Friday.

The two new zones
affected are Biena and
Manguredjipa in Con-
go’s North Kivu province,
where the case fatality rate
is much higher than the
overall rate of 48 per cent,
due in part to delayed
response efforts, accord-
ing to Congo’s Ministry of
Health data.

It said the outbreak has
recorded 5,794 confirmed
cases, including 2,786
deaths, as it is spreading at
an unprecedented speed,
faster than efforts to track
and slow it.

Press Trust Of India

The White House’s
attempt to use an
eagle-attacking-goose
photo to symbolize
dominance failed
when users pointed
out the goose won.

WASHINGTON: Amid a
raging trade war, the
White House’s attempt at
one-upmanship  against
Canada appeared to
have backfired when
online users pointed out
that the photograph of
a bald eagle strangling
a Canada goose had the
opposite outcome.

The photograph taken

| US CANADA EAGLE GOOSE |

US attempt to dominate Canada
through wildlife image backfires

Canada Prime Minister Mark Carney and President Donald Trump at the
White House in Washington. (AP Photo/FILE)

by an immigrant from Goa,
Mervyn Sequeira, who has
since settled in Canada,
became a talking point
on social media when the
White House posted it on
its X account on Wednes-
day, signifying Ameri-
can dominance over its
northern neighbour. The
image was part of a series

of photographs taken
by Sequeira last year in
Burlington, Ontario.

The photographs
show the Canada goose
fighting back, forcing the
bald eagle - the American
national bird - to aban-
don the fight. The Canada
goose, native to North
America and widely asso-

FASTFACTS

©® Taken by
photographer Mervyn
Sequeira in Ontario,
the full series shows
the Canada goose
fighting off the bald
eagle.

ciated with Canada, is
one of the country’s most
recognisable cultural sym-
bols.

The full set of pho-
tographs from the
20-minute fight shows
the bald eagle launching
multiple attacks against
the Canada goose, which
at several times appears
pinned to the ice and in
danger of being killed.

| NORWAY NEW KING |

Norway’s Crown Prince becomes King Haakon VIII

Press Trust Of India

COPENHAGEN:  Norway
has a new king, whose
tasks will include sta-
bilising the Scandinavian
country’s monarchy and
boosting the royal fami-
ly’s popularity after his
wife’s past contacts with
deceased sex offender
Jeffrey Epstein and his
stepson’s rape convic-
tion.

Crown Prince
Haakon, 53, became
King Haakon VIII when
his father, Harald V, died
Friday. Haakon adopted
the motto, “All for Nor-
way,” that dates back to
his  great-grandfather.

oldest child

Haakon’s
now becomes Crown
Princess Ingrid Alexan-
dra and the heir to the
throne. Haakon knows
the ropes. As his father
aged and his health
began to fail in recent
years, the prince stepped
in as the country’s regent
on several occasions.

Norway’s monarchy has
old roots, tracing its ori-
gins to King Harald Fair-
hair in the ninth century.
When Norway regained
its independence
from Sweden in 1905,
three-quarters of voters
in a national plebiscite
approved restoring the
monarchy. Today, the
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If he hadn’t been
aroyal, he would

have been a
surfer.

Norwegian broadcaster
NRK

role is largely symbolic
as the power lies with an
elected parliament, but
the country’s royal fam-
ily retains celebrity and
a role in promoting the
wealthy nation around
the world.

Haakon is the younger
child of Harald, born
two years after his sister,

Princess Martha Lou-
ise. As the oldest male,
however, he became
heir to the throne when
his grandfather, King
Olav, died in 1991. The
Norwegian Constitution
was altered in 1990 to
allow future firstborns —
regardless of gender — to
take precedence in the
line of succession.

However, it was not
applied retroactively.
Haakon said in a 1998
book that as a child
he dreamed of own-
ing a toy shop, but he
soon realised that his
path was already paved
and one day he would
become king.
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Renewed diplomacy with
Washington remains entirely
possible, provided that the
US changes its approach and
¥y permanently abandons coercive
policies.

Abbas Araghchi
Foreign Minister of Iran

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST
NETHERIANDS RWANDA GENOCIDE
Dutch court convicts Rwandan man over his home
country’s 1994 genocide, sentences him to life

THE HAGUE: A Dutch court on Friday
convicted a Rwandan man of partic-
ipation in his home country’s 1994
genocide and sentenced him to life
imprisonment.

The 66-year-old defendant, whose
name was not released, took part in
attacks in which homes were looted
and torched in two predominantly
Tutsi communities and threw a gre-
nade into a crowd of Tutsis shelter-
ing in a soccer stadium, the Hague
District Court said in a written state-
ment after his conviction.

“The conduct of the defendant
establishes a significant lack of
respect for human dignity and for
human life,” the court said, adding
that “only a lifelong prison sentence
does justice to the immense suffer-
ing that has been inflicted on the vic-

tims and the bereaved families.”

During the 1994 genocide in
Rwanda, more than 800,000 Tut-
sis and moderate Hutus were killed
in a campaign of mass murder
orchestrated by Hutu extremists.
Many leaders of the slaughter were
tried and convicted by a United
Nations war crimes tribunal that
has now closed down.

The defendant left Rwanda after
the genocide and settled in the
Netherlands, where he was arrested
and prosecuted. The trial was the
culmination of a years-long inves-
tigation that involved police and
an investigating judge interviewing
more than 30 witnesses, most of
them in Rwanda. Nine victims or
their next of kin attended the trial
earlier this year.

NIGERIA BUSTLING NIGHTLIFE
Nightlife thrives
amid morality police
in Northern Nigeria

SOKOTO: Multicoloured strobe lights
sweep across a dance floor soon
to throng with sweaty revellers
and shrilling voices singing along
to Afrobeats in a nightclub that is
thriving despite being in one of
northern Nigeria’s most deeply con-
servative states. As the DJ prepared
his set and attendants arranged bottles
of expensive liquor on tables, Vincent
Tabat joined those streaming into the
venue, which is one of a handful along
a street in Sokoto state.

It was an ironic scene given that
the conservative Sokoto is known
as the “seat of the caliphate” for its
storied place in the birth and prop-
agation of Islam in West and Central
Africa. Despite its reputation, there
is a thriving nightlife alongside strict
religious codes, a morality police, and
security challenges fuelled by attacks
by jihadi groups. “This is nearly 2
am, and as you can see, everyone is
outside to have fun,” Tabat told The
Associated Press. Tabat was fired up
by the booming music all night, danc-
ing with female companions as he
portioned out drinks into emptying
cups on the table.

SUDAN DRONE STRIKES

Drone strikes Kkill 8
civilians in Sudan’s
North Kordofan

CAIRO: Drone strikes have killed
eight civilians and wounded dozens
in Sudan’s Kordofan region, a rights
group said Friday. mergency Lawyers,
an independent group documenting
atrocities in Sudan, said a drone tar-
geted a group of civilians travelling on
Thursday in the desert town of Sow-
dari in North Kordofan state. As others
rushed to help the victims, a second
drone struck, the group said.

The group said in a statement
posted on Facebook that targeting
civilians and then attacking again while
they were being rescued amounts to a
violation of international humanitar-
ian law and is a war crime. It called for
an independent investigation to deter-
mine who was responsible.

Sudan plunged into all-out war
in April 2023 as fighting erupted
between the paramilitary Rapid Sup-
port Forces and the Sudanese military.
The conflict has killed at least 59,000
people, according to Armed Con-
flict Location & Event Data, a conflict
monitoring group.

Aid groups say the figure is an
undercount and the true number
could be many times higher.

IRAN

WAR

Six months on, the Iran war has changed the Middle
East, but not in the way its architects had hoped

WASHINGTON: It’s been six months
since the United States and Israel
attacked Iran with the perennial
goal of transforming the Mid-
dle East through military force.
The region has changed, but not
in the way they had hoped.

The Islamic Republic survived
the assassination of its top lead-
ers and weeks of heavy bombing,
and found a potent form of lever-
age in the Strait of Hormuz. Gulf
Arab nations saw worrying gaps
open up in the American security
umbrella they have relied on for
decades — and some are looking at
alternatives. Israel has once again
thrashed its enemies without defeat-

ing them, and after nearly three
years of war in Gaza and new land
seizures, is at risk of a generational
rupture with the U.S., its closest ally.
Hopes of normalizing relations with
Saudi Arabia — another enduring
U.S. and Israeli aspiration — have
dimmed even further.

When they attacked Iran on Feb.
28, the U.S. and Israel hoped to
topple its clerical leadership and
replace it with a pro-Western gov-
ernment. Instead, they’ve ended up
with a “hardened and very radical
regime,” said Barbara Leaf, a former
ambassador who served as assistant
secretary of state for the Middle East
in the Biden administration.
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