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LS LoP addressed the 
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ 
programme at KP 
Ground in Prayagraj.

PRAYAGRAJ (UP):  Con-
gress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Saturday 
said India’s youths are 
the country’s greatest 
strength, and their poten-
tial is unparalleled in the 
world. Addressing the 
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ pro-
gramme at KP Ground 

here, Gandhi said, “You 
are the power and pride 
of India. When I say this, 
I am talking about every 
Indian citizen.”

He added, “This eve-
ning I want to speak 
to you about dard 
(pain), data, and daulat 
(wealth).” The Leader of 

Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha said India’s 40 
crore youths constitute 
its “greatest strength.”

He said that while 
there is much talk about 
America, China and Rus-
sia, “India’s youths are 
unparalleled.” Gandhi 
also raised his concerns 
about the debasement of 
educational credentials 
in the country. “Today, 
education certificates 
have no meaning in India 
because they cannot give 
you a job,” he said.

Press Trust Of India

MALERKOTLA: Congress 
general secretary in charge 
for Punjab, Bhupesh 
Baghel, on Saturday said 
that the people of the state 
are eagerly waiting to give 
full mandate to the party 
in the Assembly elections 
scheduled early next year.

Baghel said that after 
touring 18 districts across 
Punjab, he has noticed 
“overwhelming enthusi-
asm among the people for 
the Congress as they are 
fed up with the Aam Aadmi 

Party (AAP) government 
which has completely 
destroyed the state”.

Speaking during a ‘Har 
booth, Congress Mazboot’ 
programme here, Baghel 
exhorted the Congress 
workers to unite and get 

battle ready. During the 
event, chaos prevailed 
briefly as some workers 
jostled to move close to 
the stage where Baghel, 
Punjab Congress president 
Amrinder Singh Raja War-
ring and some other lead-
ers were seated, prompt-
ing Warring to come down 
to calm the situation. 
Addressing the gathering, 
Baghel accused the BJP-led 
government at the Centre 
of misusing investigating 
agencies like the Enforce-
ment Directorate against 
its political opponents.

Press Trust Of India

MATHURA (UP):  Both the 
sides in the Sri Krishna 
J a n m a b h o o m i - S h a h i 
Idgah dispute in Mathura 
made a fresh attempt 
on the directions of the 
Supreme Court for an 
amicable settlement 
but the proceedings 
remained inconclusive 
and the two parties will 
meet again on August 18, 
lawyers said on Saturday.

Arguments were pre-
sented before the court 
of Special Judge (EC Act) 

Mathura Arvind Kumar 
Yadav, but the proceed-
ings yielded no result, 
they said. According to 
the lawyers, Friday’s 
talks remained inconclu-
sive, and the new date 
- August 18 - was set for 
further discussions. If 
no positive resolution 
emerges, then the only 
hope will lie with the 

Supreme Court.
The Sri Krishna Jan-

mabhoomi-Shahi Idgah 
dispute in Mathura arose 
after the Hindu side filed 
a petition alleging that 
the mosque was built in 
the 17th century on the 
exact spot where Lord 
Krishna was born.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday said he wished girls 
were also there among 
the medallists and awar-
dees at IIT Delhi’s convo-
cation, emphasising the 
need for greater female 
participation in academic 
excellence.

“Because you are 
not merely receiving a 
degree; you are leav-
ing here with dreams of 
doing a lot for the coun-
try,” Modi said while 
addressing the graduat-
ing students at the 57th 
Convocation Ceremony 
of IIT Delhi.

Congratulating the stu-

dents to whom he gave 
medals and awards for 
their achievements, he 
said, “It would have been 
even better if there had 
been one or two daugh-
ters. Sorry. Why just one 
or two? There should 
have been a lot more of 

them.” Recognising out-
standing academic excel-
lence, the Prime Minister 
presented the institute’s 
most prestigious hon-
ours, including the 
President’s Gold Medal, 
Director’s Gold Medal, 
Shankar Dayal Sharma 
Gold Medal, and Perfect 
Ten Gold Medals to meri-
torious students. The uni-

versity conferred degrees 
on over 3,000 graduat-
ing students, including 
587 PhD scholars, during 
the ceremony. Warning 
the graduates against 
the toxic distractions of 
the social media era, the 
Prime Minister urged 
them to avoid compar-
ing their salaries, place-
ments, or startup mile-
stones with their peers. 
He counselled them to 
prioritise their mental 
and physical well-being 
while focusing strictly 
on self-improvement. 
“Remember, life is abso-
lutely not a leader-board; 
your real race is not with 
anyone else, it is with 
yourself,” Modi said.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Ahead of 
the 80th Independence 
Day, the Pradhanmantri 
Sanghralaya is hosting 
an exhibition featuring a 
range of objects, includ-
ing commemorative 
postage stamps on Vande 
Mataram and a special 
first day cover on its 
composer issued in 1976, 
and a sandalwood inlay 
wooden sculpture depict-
ing Bharat Mata.

The five-day exhibition 
which began on Saturday 
also has on display an old 

tricolour bearing ‘Vande 
Mataram’ in Devanagari 
in the middle, officials 
said.

The event is being 
hosted in the new wing 
of the Prime Ministers’ 
Museum in the Teen 
Murti Bhawan complex 
as part of the celebrations 
ahead of the 80th Inde-
pendence Day on August 
15. The exhibition, being 
held as part of a special 
commemorative pro-
gramme – ‘Vande Mata-
ram: A Timeless Tribute 
to the Motherland’ – from 
August 8-12 also cele-

brates 150 years of Vande 
Mataram, and its contri-
bution to India’s freedom 
struggle, the officials 
said. Other objects on dis-
play include a set of dec-
orative buttons bearing 
Vande Mataram in Deva-
nagari, with an old trico-
lour in the background.

Commemorative post-
age stamps on Vande 
Mataram and a special 
first day cover on its 
composer Bankim Chan-
dra Chatterjee, issued in 
1976, along with a com-
memorative stamp issued 
in November 2025 by 
India Posts are also part 
of the exhibition.

Besides, copies of 
‘Anandmath’ in which 
Vande Mataram was first 
published fully in Bangla 
in 1882, and a copy of its 
English translation by 
Aurobindo Ghose in 1909 
are also on display.

HIGHLIGHT

z Five-day exhb also 
has on display an 
old tricolour bearing 
‘Vande Mataram’ in 
Devanagari in the 
middle.

HIGHLIGHT

z Friday’s talks 
remained inconclusive, 
and the new date - 
August 18 - was set for 
further discussions.

HIGHLIGHT

z PM also inaugurated 
Param Pragya, 
an AI-powered 
high-performance 
supercomputing 
facility established at 
the IIT Delhi’s Sonipat 
Campus.

‘Your real race is 
not with anyone 

else, it is with 
yourself’

Narendra Modi  
Prime Minister 

People gather to attend ‘Chhatra Ki Goonj’ prog by LS LoP Rahul Gandhi, 
unseen, in Prayagraj, UP.  |  Photo PTI

PM Narendra Modi confers a degree to a student during the  
57th Convocation Ceremony of IIT Delhi. |  Photo PTI
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RSS Chief addressed to 
the Pardhi community 
at Khamgaon in Mah’s 
Buldhana district.

BULDHANA: RSS chief 
Mohan Bhagwat on Satur-
day said that to make the 
country ‘Vishwaguru’ in 
the true sense, it is nec-
essary to bring margina-
lised communities into the 

mainstream. Addressing 
a gathering after inaugu-
rating sports grounds at 
a residential school for 
the Pardhi community at 
Khamgaon in Maharash-
tra’s Buldhana district, 

he said the communities 
we now describe as ‘bhat-
ke-vimukt’ (nomadic and 
de-notified tribes) were 
once dispensers of knowl-
edge. “Every person in 
the ‘bhatke and vimukt’ 
community is one of our 
own. Hence, it is my duty 
to have this perspective 
and do something for these 
people, so that their lives 
improve,” the RSS chief 
said. These communities 

were once repositories of 
knowledge, Bhagwat said.

“They went out 
(migrated) to share their 
knowledge selflessly, but 
over time became margina-
lised. During the British era, 
because they participated 
in the freedom struggle, the 
entire Pardhi community 
was branded as a criminal 
tribe, which caused them 
to fall far behind in develop-
ment,” he said.

|  I I M U N  E V E N T  |

Marginalised communities must be 
brought into mainstream: Bhagwat

|  AHEAD OF 80TH I-DAY  | 

PM Museum hosts special exhb on Vande Mataram Punjab waiting to give Cong full 
mandate: Bhupesh Baghel

NEWSLINE
NEW DELHI

UP CM 
Adityanath calls 
on PM Modi

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
on Saturday met Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
here, and said the latter’s 
guidance inspires him to 
continuously move for-
ward on the path of good 
governance. “Chief Minis-
ter of Uttar Pradesh, Shri 
@myogiadityanath, met 
Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi,” the prime min-
ister’s office said in a post 
on X. Adityanath said he 
had a warm meeting with 
the visionary of ‘New 
India’, the prime minister, 
in New Delhi. “Your guid-
ance inspires me to con-
tinuously move forward 
on the path of good gover-
nance. Heartfelt gratitude 
to the Honourable Prime 
Minister for granting his 
valuable time,” the chief 
minister said in a post on 
X in Hindi.

SHIMLA

Torrential 
rain closes 185 
Himachal roads

Torrential rains have led 
to the closure of 185 roads 
in Himachal Pradesh, and 
the Shimla Met Office 
on Saturday issued an 
‘orange alert’ for heavy 
to very heavy rains at iso-
lated places in the state 
on Monday and Tuesday. 
According to the State 
Emergency Operation 
Centre (SEOC), 77 water 
supply schemes and 104 
transformers were also 
disrupted as of Saturday 
morning. A total of 92 
roads were blocked in 
Mandi, followed by 48 in 
Kullu, 14 each in Chamba 
and Shimla, 9 in Sirmaur, 
5 in Kangra and 3 in Una 
district, officials said.

Since the monsoon 
began on June 30, 65 peo-
ple have died in rain-re-
lated incidents so far, 
including 14 in landslides 
and one in flash floods.

The state has suffered 
losses totalling Rs 834 
crore, they said.

PALGHAR

250 residents 
rescued

Around 250 resi-
dents of a four-storey 
building at Nalasopara 
in Maharashtra’s Pal-
ghar district were res-
cued after portions of 
the structure collapsed 
on Saturday afternoon, 
sending the occupants 
as well as authorities 
into a tizzy. Nobody was 
injured in the incident 
that occurred around 
12.30 pm in Roshni 
Apartments located in 
the Achole area of the 
township. The ten-year-
old building comprised 
56 flats, officials said.

It all began when a bal-
cony section on the sec-
ond floor of the building 
caved in and fell onto the 
first floor, which subse-
quently collapsed under 
the weight on the ground 
floor, a fire brigade offi-
cial said.

‘Wish there were daughters 
also among medallists’
Modi addressed the graduating students at the 57th Convocation Ceremony of IIT Delhi.

Litigants’ mediation talks 
remain inconclusive

Many aspects of 
donation ‘theft’ 
probe done: Police
Press Trust Of India

AYODHYA (UP):  The inves-
tigation team in charge of 
the alleged embezzlement 
of donations at the Ram 
temple in Ayodhya has 
completed probing var-
ious aspects of the case, 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police of Ayodhya Gaurav 
Grover said.

The probe has to be 
completed in 90 days and 
the chargesheet has to be 
filed in court by the end 
of next month, the SSP 
said. Speaking to reporters 
on Saturday, Grover said 
the SIT is not conducting 
any separate investiga-
tion and is coordinating 
in the police investigation 
in the role of a high-level 
probe adviser. The chair-
man of the SIT is Lucknow 

IGP Kiran S who has five 
years of experience in the 
CBI, he added. Grover 
added that he is continu-
ously keeping a watch on 
the investigation at the 
local level and also giv-
ing advice. Sources in the 
temple said no prominent 
person has so far come 
under legal action in the 
alleged embezzlement 
of donations at the Ram 
temple. The sources added 
that previously, the SIT 
had raised serious ques-
tions over the role of Anil 
Mishra, former member 
of Shri Ram Janmbhoomi 
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

Youth India’s biggest strength, 
its potential unmatched: Rahul 

|  ‘ C H H A T R O N  K I  G O O N J ’  ||   KRISHNA JANMABHOOMI-SHAHI IDGAH DISPUTE |

Devotees sit alongside the Sarovar as Golden Temple is illuminated under an overcast evening sky, in Amritsar.

Golden Temple amidst overcast backdrop
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Raipur News
Education 
department releases 
teacher transfer 
Central Chronicle News

Education department 
in Chhattisgarh releases 
official transfer orders 
for 700 teachers after a 
multi-level review and 
screening process.

RAIPUR: The education 
department in Chhattis-
garh has finally released 
long-awaited transfer 
orders for teachers across 
the state, bringing an end 
to a prolonged period of 
anticipation for numerous 
educators and their fami-
lies. 

The finalized transition 
list was issued following 
extensive screening, filter-
ing, and multi-level reviews 
of proposed candidates to 
ensure educational stan-
dards remain uncompro-
mised.

The departmental pro-
cess initially began with 
a preliminary draft list 
containing approximately 
1,600 teacher names. Fol-
lowing rigorous admin-
istrative reviews and 
directives to streamline 
numbers, a revised list of 
about 1,000 teachers was 
prepared. During final eval-
uations, roughly 400 addi-
tional names that failed to 
meet established criteria 
were excluded, leaving a 
final approved count of 
700 teachers whose trans-
fer orders have now been 
officially dispatched.

Departmental author-
ities prioritized student 
welfare and institutional 

stability throughout the 
evaluation process. Conse-
quently, exemptions from 
transfers were granted to 
rationalization-affected 
teachers, educators posted 
in single-teacher schools, 
individuals whose trans-
fer would leave institu-
tions entirely teacherless, 
cases involving transfers 
from scheduled to non
-scheduled areas, and staff 
assigned to high-enroll-
ment schools. The official 
stance emphasized that 
teacher relocations must 
not precipitate staff short-
ages or disrupt ongoing stu-
dent learning.

Alongside the current 
transition orders, the 
education department 
is actively deliberating 
on modernizing future 
transfer protocols by 
making them more trans-
parent, simplified, and  
technology-driven.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Raipur, Sunday, August 09, 2026

HIGHLIGHT

z Student welfare and 
institutional stability 
are prioritized, 
granting exemptions to 
single-teacher schools, 
rationalization-affected 
staff, and high-
enrollment institutions.

z Authorities are 
deliberating on 
modernizing future 
policies through 
a transparent, 
technology-driven 
online portal for 
applications and 
grievance redressal.

Sen Samaj a foundation  
of Sanatan traditions: CM
Chief Minister participates in the Sen Shakti Sammelan and Kesh Shilpi 

Samman Samaroh; announces Rs 50 lakh for a community hall.

FASTFACTS

z  Government is 
committed to the 
welfare of Kesh Shilpis, 
says CM Sai.

New Raipur intersection to be named after  
Sant Shiromani Sen Ji Maharaj

Making a significant announcement, Chief Minister 
Sai declared that a major intersection in New Raipur 
will be named after Sant Shiromani Sen Ji Maharaj, 
noting that a dedicated committee has been formed 
for this purpose. He assured every possible support 
for the development and welfare of the community. He 
recalled that the Kesh Shilpi Kalyan Board was estab-
lished during the tenure of former Chief Minister and 
current Assembly Speaker Dr. Raman Singh. 

VP to grace 
AIIMS 
Raipur’s 3rd 
convocation
RAIPUR: Lt. Gen. Ashok 
Jindal (Retd.), Executive 
Director AIIMS Raipur, , 
along with Mrs Usha Jindal 
met with the Vice Pres-
ident of India, C P Rad-
hakrishnan, at New Delhi 
and formally invited him 
to grace the 3rd Convoca-
tion Ceremony of AIIMS 
Raipur, scheduled to be 
held on 2nd September 
2026, as the Chief Guest.

During the cordial 
meeting, Lt. Gen. Jindal 
briefed the Vice President 
about the remarkable 
growth and achievements 
of AIIMS Raipur over the 
past few years in the fields 
of patient care, medi-
cal education, research, 
innovation, digital health, 
and public health initia-
tives. He also highlighted 
the institute’s emergence 
as one of India’s leading 
tertiary healthcare insti-
tutions and its recent 
milestones, including 
advanced robotic surgery 
services, kidney trans-
plantation, artificial intel-
ligence-based healthcare 
research, biomedical 
innovations, and several 
academic and research ini-
tiatives.

The Vice President 
appreciated the significant 
contributions of AIIMS Rai-
pur towards strengthen-
ing healthcare services in 
Chhattisgarh and Central 
India, particularly through 
the effective implementa-
tion of flagship initiatives 
such as Ayushman Bharat 
and various health insur-
ance schemes. 

Fellowship

Top Rank

TENNIS RUNNER-UP

Nitin receives 
UGC National 
Fellowship

Amrita secures 
top ranks in 
NCERT CEE-26

Tanishka 
Bhatnagar ITF 
Juniors Runner Up

RAIPUR: MATS Univer-
sity research scholar Nitin 
Kumar Chelak has been 
awarded the prestigious 
National Fellowship for 
Scheduled Caste Students 
(NFSC) by the Univer-
sity Grants Commission 
(UGC), New Delhi. Chelak, 
a research scholar at the 
MATS School of Library 
Science (MSLS), has 
become the first scholar 
from both MSLS and MATS 
University to receive the 
national fellowship. The 
achievement is being 
seen as a significant mile-
stone for the university’s 
research community.

RAIPUR: Amrita 
Mugri, daugh-
ter of Tapan 
Kumar Mugri 
and Anjali Mugri, 
has achieved an 
outstanding result in the 
NCERT Common Entrance 
Examination (CEE)-2026, 
securing admission to the 
B.Ed. programme in Social 
Science and Language at 
the Regional Institute of 
Education (RIE), Bhopal. 
Amrita secured an impres-
sive All India Rank (AIR) of 
94, along with State Rank 
5 and Category Rank 1 in 
the competitive exami-
nation. Her achievement 
has brought pride to her 
family, teachers and the 
local community. Amrita 
completed her schooling 
at NH Goel World School 
and pursued her under-
graduate studies at Pt. Rav-
ishankar Shukla University. 
She later appeared for the 
NCERT CEE-2026 and per-
formed exceptionally well. 

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
tennis player Tanishka 
Bhatnagar achieved a 
remarkable feat by fin-
ishing as the runner-up 
in the doubles event 
at the ITF Juniors ten-
nis tournament held in 
Angola.

In the semi-finals, 
Tanishka and her part-
ner secured a convinc-
ing victory over fellow 
Indian pair Armani 
Nalawade and Pritika 
Rana with a score of 6-4, 
6-2 to advance to the 
finals. In the title clash, 
Tanishka and her part-
ner put up a strong fight 
against the top-seeded 
duo of Luise Lukjan-
cuk from Germany and 
Rutendo Tom from Zim-
babwe, narrowly losing 
4-6, 4-6 to finish as run-
ners-up.

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

Ambedkar Hospital in 
Raipur is changing its 
emergency entry and 
registration to Room 
Number 100 near the 
OPD gate, effective 
from Monday.

RAIPUR: In a major step 
to improve emergency 
medical care and stream-
line patient movement, 
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar 
Memorial Hospital, affili-
ated with Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru Memorial Medi-
cal College in Raipur, has 
restructured its entry and 
registration procedure for 
the emergency depart-
ment. 

Under the newly imple-
mented protocol, critical 
patients will no longer 
need to navigate through 
overcrowded corridors 
to reach emergency care. 
Starting Monday, all emer-

gency entry and initial 
registrations will be con-
ducted at Room Number 
100, the Casualty Medical 
Officer room located near 
the OPD gate.

Emergency care was 
originally operated from 
this exact location several 
years ago before being 
relocated. 

The decision was final-
ized on Saturday during a 
meeting chaired by Hos-
pital Superintendent Dr. 
Santosh Sonkar, following 
approval from Dean Dr. 
Vivek Choudhary. The 
executive decision was 

taken after senior offi-
cials inspected the emer-
gency wing during rou-
tine rounds, where they 
observed severe conges-
tion and space constraints 
caused by rising patient 
numbers. 

These conditions were 
causing significant dis-
tress and movement bot-
tlenecks for patients and 
their accompanying rela-
tives.  Under the revised 
framework, patients arriv-
ing at Room Number 100 
will undergo immediate 
preliminary triage by the 
Casualty Medical Offi-

cer. Patients identified 
as critical or in need of 
urgent intervention will 
be directly transferred 
to the main emergency 
department without 
experiencing administra-
tive delays. 

|  A M B E D K A R  H O S P I T A L  E M E R G E N C Y  |

Ambedkar Hospital revises 
emergency entry protocol

Holy Cross School Pensionbada 
holds investiture ceremony 
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Holy Cross 
Higher Secondary School, 
Pensionbada, Raipur, 
recently solemnized its 
Investiture Ceremony 
for the academic session 
2026-2027 with grandeur 
in the school auditorium 
on August 7, 2026. Snehil 
Sahu, Assistant Commis-
sioner of Police, Raipur, 
graced the occasion as the 
chief guest.

The day commenced 
with a traditional wel-
come ceremony honoring 
the chief guest through 
Tilak-Aarti, the lighting of 
the lamp, the presentation 
of a green sapling, and 
a welcome song. Princi-
pal Sister Maria delivered 
an impressive welcome 
address capturing the 
essence of the event. A 
prayer service featuring 
scripture readings, prayer-
ful intentions, a hymn, 
and a prayer dance fol-
lowed to invoke divine 
blessings and set a serene, 
spiritual tone.

Principal Sister Maria, 

acting as the President of 
the Council, administered 
the oath and conferred 
badges upon the new 
Student Council, pledg-
ing to uphold their duties 
with integrity. This was 
followed by an exchange 
of flags representing the 
transfer of responsibili-
ties. The newly appointed 
Student Cabinet for 2026-
2027 includes Ananya 
Sahu as Prime Minister 
and Samriddhi Shukla as 
Deputy Prime Minister. 
Avni Tiwari and Aisha 
Parveen assumed the roles 
of Education Minister and 
Deputy Education Minis-
ter respectively. Anzalna 
Ali and Lehar Jain took 
charge as Discipline Minis-
ter and Deputy Discipline 

Minister. Rudrakshi Sahu 
and Aakriti Mishra were 
appointed as Cultural Min-
ister and Deputy Cultural 
Minister. Bhavya Sharma 
and Shreyanshi Dewan-
gan took over Health, 
Cleanliness, and Environ-
ment ministries, while 
Avani Yamgantiwar and 
Khadeejah Azhar were 
named Sports and Traffic 
Ministers along with their  
deputies.

Chief Guest Snehil Sahu 
delivered an inspiring and 
motivational address. The 
landmark event also cel-
ebrated academic excel-
lence, with the chief guest 
and vice principal award-
ing gold medals and schol-
arships to deserving and 
outstanding students. 

FASTFACTS

z Critical patients will 
undergo preliminary 
triage by the Casualty 
Medical Officer in 
this designated 
room before being 
sent directly to 
the emergency 
department, bypassing 
crowds.

zThe restructuring 
was implemented by 
hospital authorities 
to reduce severe 
congestion, improve 
space management, 
and ensure faster 
medical care for urgent 
cases.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Raipur witnessed 
an inspiring display of 
sportsmanship and ath-
letic talent on the opening 
day of the first Inter-School 
Fencing Competition 2026, 
jointly organized by the Dis-
trict Fencing Association of 
Chhattisgarh and the Chhat-
tisgarh State Fencing Asso-
ciation at Adarsh Vidyalaya, 
Tatibandh. Young athletes 
across the fourteen, seven-
teen, and nineteen age cate-
gories delivered remarkable 
performances, showcasing 

their precision and agility in 
the traditional sport.

The inaugural event was 
graced by Sanjay Shukla, 
Assistant Director of Sports, 
alongside school princi-
pal Jasveer Sarkar, who 
extended their encourage-
ment to motivate the par-
ticipating students. The day 
featured intense competi-
tive bouts across various age 
groups and weapon cate-
gories, keeping spectators 
thoroughly engaged.

In the under-fourteen 
girls sabre event, the first 
semifinal witnessed a com-

petitive match between 
Vandna Yadav of Dondekala 
and Mansi Sahu of Dond-
ekala, which Mansi secured 
with a ten to four score. The 
second semifinal was a one-
sided affair where Gurshahz 

Kaur of Vedanteshwar Sig-
nature School defeated Jig-
yasa of Adarsh Tatibandh 
ten to three. The final match 
saw Mansi Sahu triumph 
over Gurshahz Kaur with a 
fifteen to six score to claim 

the gold medal. Gurshahz 
secured the silver medal, 
while bronze medals were 
awarded to Vandna Yadav, 
Jigyasa, and Aarna Chan-
drakar. 

The under-fourteen girls 
foil event final concluded 
with Bhumi Yadu of Adarsh 
International, Naya Raipur, 
defeating Bharti Sahu of 
Dondekala ten to six to win 
the gold medal. 

Bharti Sahu took the 
silver, and bronze medals 
went to Divya Tiwari, Pur-
wanshi Sahu, and Kanishka 
Shirke of MGM Raipur.

|  RAIPUR FENCING CHAMPIONSHIP | 

Young fencers shine at Fencing Championship
Alert railway staff promptly 
assist ailing passenger
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:  Quick thinking and 
human compassion by rail-
way employees at Raipur sta-
tion ensured timely medical 
treatment for a seriously ill 
passenger on August 7, 2026. 
Yashwant Singh, a fifty-six-
year-old passenger traveling 
in coach H-1 on train number 
18238 from Rani Kamalapati 
to Raipur, fell severely ill 
upon stepping down onto 
platform numbers five and 
six. Unable to stand on his 
own, on-duty CTI Raipur 
squad personnel noticed 

his condition immediately, 
rushed to support him, and 
notified the commercial con-
trol room without delay.

Deputy SS Commercial 
Raipur promptly reached 
the location, contacted 
the railway medical team, 
arranged an ambulance, and 
informed the passenger’s 
family members about his 
health status and the assis-
tance being provided.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai said that 
Sen community has a 
glorious history and has 
played an important role 
for centuries in strength-
ening India’s social fabric, 
traditions and spirit of 
harmony. He said that the 
community’s association 
with great leaders such as 
Bharat Ratna Jan Nayak 
Shri Karpoori Thakur is 
a matter of pride for the 
entire Sen community.

Addressing the Sen 
Shakti Sammelan and Kesh 
Shilpi Samman Samaroh 
today at the Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee Auditorium in 
the Medical College cam-
pus in Raipur, Sai said the 
Sen community’s contri-
bution extends far beyond 
its traditional occupations. 
From birth and marriage 
to death and other impor-
tant social rituals, mem-
bers of the community 
have traditionally played 
an important role in soci-
ety and have helped carry 
Sanatan traditions and val-
ues from one generation to 
the next.

Chief Minister 
announced Rs 50 lakh for 
construction of a com-
munity building for the 
Sen community. He also 
assured the gathering that 
the State Government 
would extend every pos-

sible support for the com-
munity’s development and 
welfare and would seri-
ously consider its present-
day needs and demands.

Sai said that under the 
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, skills 
and talents have received 
their due acknowledge-
ment and recognition in 
the country. He described 
that Bharat Ratna Jan 
Nayak Shri Karpoori Tha-
kur as a symbol of the 
struggle for the rights of 
disadvantaged sections 
and social justice.

He noted that Karpoori 
Thakur’s son, Shri Ram 
Nath Thakur, is serving 
the nation as a Minister in 
the Union Government. 
In Chhattisgarh, too, MLA 
Rikesh Sen and Chhattis-

garh Film Development 
Corporation Chairperson 
Smt. Mona Sen are mak-
ing active contributions to 
society and the develop-
ment of the State.

Chief Minister further 
said that the Kesh Shilpi 
Kalyan Board has now 
received young leadership 
and expressed confidence 
that, under the leadership 
of Gauri Shankar Shrivas, 
efforts to take the Sen 
community forward would 
gain further momentum.

Sai said that the devel-
opment process under 
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi is focused on taking 
every section of society 
forward. Through the PM 
Vishwakarma Yojana, peo-
ple associated with tradi-
tional skills and small busi-
nesses are being provided 
financial assistance, loans 
and other facilities.

He said that Prime 
Minister is also honour-
ing talented individu-
als who have achieved 
excellence while coming 
from rural and ordinary 
backgrounds, thereby 
strengthening respect for 
skill, craftsmanship and 
labour across the country. 
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BHILAI: A joint enforce-
ment initiative by Police 
and local municipal 
bodies targeted illegal 
parking, stray cattle, 
and abandoned vehicles. 
Durg Traffic Police, in 
collaboration with local 
municipal corporations 
and BSP management, 
launched a compre-
hensive special drive 
on August 1, to ensure 
smooth, safe, and orga-
nized traffic flow across 
the district.

During the seven-
day operation, officers 

penalized 1,112 vehicles 
for no-parking viola-
tions in major markets 
and busy intersections. 
To prevent accidents, 
173 stray cattle roam-
ing key thoroughfares 
were safely relocated. 

Additionally, authorities 
cleared and seized 118 
junk vehicles obstructing 
roads and service lanes, 
while removing roadside 
encroachments. Traffic 
police appealed to resi-
dents to adhere to traf-
fic rules and keep public 
roads clear.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: DAV Public 
School, Hudco, observed 
Quit India Movement Day 
alongside Commerce Day 
through an engaging the-
atrical presentation blend-
ing patriotism, democratic 
values, and economic 
awareness. The event 
commenced with a tribute 
to the historic “Do or Die” 
call, emphasizing that con-
stitutional protest requires 

responsibility, self-disci-
pline, and respect for the 
law. Students also staged 
a thought-provoking skit 
titled “A Day When Com-
merce Went on Strike,” 

illustrating how trade, 
banking, entrepreneur-
ship, and finance sustain 
daily life while dispelling 
common misconceptions 
that commerce is limited 

merely to numbers and 
calculations. Appreciating 
their meaningful perfor-
mances, Principal Shri 
Prashant Kumar invoked 
the timeless principle 
of non-violence (Ahimsa 
Parmo Dharmah), urging 
students to exercise their 
democratic freedom cou-
rageously yet peacefully, 
ensuring their actions 
remain constructive, 
respectful, and safe for 
society.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: SAIL-Bhilai Steel 
Plant (BSP) delivered an 
exceptional production 
performance in July 2026, 
setting new operational 
benchmarks as key units 
surpassed previous best July 
records. The Universal Rail 
Mill achieved record-break-
ing output, producing 
87,357 tonnes of long rails 
and 92,443 tonnes of fin-
ished rails. In steelmak-

ing, Steel Melting Shop-3 
reported a surge in output, 
recording 1,29,050 tonnes of 
blooms and 3,38,496 tonnes 
of cast steel. Blast Furnace-8 
achieved a record hot metal 
production of 2,60,542 
tonnes along with a peak 

productivity rate of 2.46 
tonnes per cubic metre per 
day. Furthermore, the Sin-
ter Plant delivered 7,88,130 
tonnes, marking the high-
est absolute improvement 
among all parameters. Over-
all, BSP achieved significant 
growth in integrated pro-
duction indicators, generat-
ing 5,44,049 tonnes of total 
hot metal, 5,17,656 tonnes 
of crude steel, and 4,83,949 
tonnes of saleable steel dur-
ing the month.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The Training 
and Placement Office 
at St Thomas College, 
Ruabandha, Bhilai, suc-
cessfully organized an 
Open Campus Recruit-
ment Drive in collabora-
tion with Patra Ltd. The 
recruitment event wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students 
across disciplines, with 
several candidates suc-
cessfully clearing the ini-

tial AI Interview Round.
Prior to the interviews, 

Principal Dr. Shiny Men-
donce addressed the 
gathering, encouraging 

candidates to showcase 
their communication 
skills, aptitude, and pro-
fessionalism. Adminis-
trator Fr. P. S. Varghese 

and TPO Coordinator Dr. 
Sunita Kshatriya com-
mended the participants 
and warmly congratulated 
the shortlisted students. 
The college management 
reaffirmed its steadfast 
commitment to continu-
ously enhancing student 
employability, strength-
ening industry-academia 
partnerships, and offering 
practical corporate expo-
sure to help students con-
fidently achieve their long-
term career aspirations.

Seized drugs worth over 
Rs 1.2 cr incinerated 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Durg Police 
destroyed seized nar-
cotics valued at approx-
imately Rs 1.2 crore in 
accordance with legal 
and environmental stan-
dards on Saturday. The 
disposal pertained to 66 
resolved cases across var-
ious police stations in the 
district. The operation 
was conducted under the 
direction of DIG/SSP Vijay 
Agrawal and the District 
Level Drug Disposal Com-
mittee. The destroyed 

contraband included 
138.196 kg of cannabis, 
114.56 grams of heroin, 
1,758 psychotropic tablets, 
2,772 capsules, and 837 
syrup bottles. Bulk incin-
eration took place at the 
Bhilai Steel Plant’s SMS-03 
incineration facility after 
obtaining clearance from 
environmental authorities, 
while syrups were dis-
posed of in Newaibhatha. 
Senior officials, includ-
ing Additional SP Shob-
hraj Agrawal and Excise 
officials, supervised the 
secure procedure. 
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BHILAI: Bhilai Institute of 
Technology (BIT), Durg, 
successfully concluded 
its six-day induction pro-
gramme for the incoming 
41st B.Tech batch (2026–27) 
on Saturday. The orien-
tation aimed to smoothly 
transition new students 
into engineering education 
by introducing campus cul-
ture, academic regulations, 
ethics, and career opportu-
nities. The event featured 
expert sessions on cyber 

security, legal rights, mental 
well-being, and stress man-
agement, alongside interac-
tive presentations by clubs 
including NSS, NCC, and 
Robotechs. Key highlights 
included a motivational 

address by alumnus and 
IPS officer Harshit Mehar 
and an insightful lecture on 
mental health by psychia-
trist Dr Pramod Gupta. In 
line with CSVTU directives, 
the final day focused on an 
awareness session on the 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020, delivered by 
Dr Rajesh Doriya from NIT 
Raipur. Supervised by Dr 
MD Pandey and Dr Shweta 
Kharya, the programme 
successfully empowered 
freshers for a holistic aca-
demic journey.

|   I N D U C T I O N  P RO G R A M M E  | | JOINT ENFORCEMENT   | 

|   P L AC E M E N T  O P P O RT U N I T I E S   |

BIT equips first-year students 
with academic guidance 

Week-long drive clears twin-city roads

DAV observes Quit India Movement & Commerce Day BSP registers multiple record 

St Thomas College hosts open campus drive

NEWSLINE

HIGHLIGHT

z Over seven days, 
authorities penalized 
1,112 illegally parked 
vehicles, relocated 173 
stray cattle, and seized 
118 abandoned vehicles 
to streamline city traffic.
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BHILAI: Delhi Public 
School, Bhilai, organized 
its Senior School Annual 
Exhibition on Friday, offer-
ing students a dynamic 
platform to demonstrate 
their academic knowl-
edge, technological inno-
vation, and artistic talent. 
The event was inaugu-
rated by Chief Guest Mr. 
Pawan Kumar, Chairman 
of SES Bhilai and Execu-

tive Director (HR) at BSP 
Bhilai, alongside other dis-
tinguished board members 
and institutional officials. 
The exhibition highlighted 
experiential learning across 

multiple disciplines. The 
Department of Physics dis-
played engaging models 
on hydroponic farming 
and optical dispersion, 
while Chemistry featured 

comprehensive studies on 
polyhalogen compounds. 
Biology students captivated 
visitors with gene therapy 
models, including a proj-
ect on gene-edited spiders. 
Mathematics exhibits sim-
plified abstract concepts like 
trigonometry and Pascal’s 
triangle, while Computer 
Science traced the institu-
tion’s history alongside the 
evolution of Artificial Intel-
ligence. The Atal Tinkering 
Lab stood out as a major 

crowd favourite, featuring 
practical, student-devel-
oped innovations such as 
a talking robot, a landslide 
detector, a solar-powered 
inverter, and an anti-sui-
cide gadget. Complement-
ing the technical displays, 
Home Science students pre-
sented artistic masks and 
flower arrangements, while 
a vibrant cultural program 
titled “Vande Bharatam” cel-
ebrated India’s rich heritage 
and scientific milestones. 

 | INTERDISCIPLINARY SHOWC ASE  | 

DPS hosts senior school annual exhibition 2026 
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BHILAI: Is court the only 
answer to every dispute? 
Offering a practical and 
accessible solution, the 
District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA), Durg 
organized a comprehen-
sive community mediation 
camp, legal awareness 
program, and public rally 
in Kuthrel under the guid-
ing motto, “Do not esca-
late disputes; resolve them 
through dialogue.”

Guided by the Prin-
cipal District Judge, key 
legal authorities—includ-
ing Sushma Lakra, Bhu-
pesh Kumar Basant, and 

Umesh Kumar Bhagwat-
kar—informed villagers 
that small social, family, 
and local issues can be 
settled efficiently before 
reaching court through 

mutual trust, understand-
ing, and open dialogue. 
Villagers were introduced 
to ‘Mediation 3.0’, empha-
sizing it as a modern, time-
bound, and technology-

driven justice mechanism 
that empowers citizens. 
The event also educated 
attendees on crucial social 
topics like cyber and dig-
ital safety, child protec-
tion, substance abuse pre-
vention, and eradicating 
harmful practices such as 
witch-hunting.

Following the detailed 
discussion, a vibrant 
awareness rally marched 
from the Gram Pan-
chayat to the busy mar-
ket area, accompanied 
by a dedicated publicity 
vehicle broadcasting cus-
tom Chhattisgarhi songs 
focused on community 
harmony, legal rights, and 

peaceful resolution. Local 
representatives, Parale-
gal Volunteers, women, 
and youth participated 
enthusiastically, reaffirm-
ing that dialogue-based, 
accessible justice builds 
the strong foundation for 
an empowered, dispute-
free rural society.

A new beginning for justice  
at the village Chaupal 

DLSA, Durg organizes a community mediation camp and legal awareness  
rally in Kuthrel to promote dialogue over litigation.

FASTFACTS

z An interactive 
awareness rally 
featuring Chhattisgarhi 
songs and message 
vehicles encouraged an 
addiction-free, crime-
free, and digitally 
secure village.

511.8 mm 
rainfall 
recorded 
BHILAI: Durg district 
has recorded an aver-
age rainfall of 511.8 mm 
from June 1 to August 
8, 2026, according to 
official data released by 
the Collectorate’s Land 
Records Branch. Patan 
block recorded the high-
est rainfall in the dis-
trict at 633.5 mm, while 
Dhamdha block logged 
the lowest at 362.1 mm. 
Cumulative figures 
across other blocks 
include Durg (568.2 
mm), Bori (563.1 mm), 
Bhilai-3 (533.7 mm), and 
Ahiwara (405.6 mm). 

CYBER FRAUD

CABLE THEFT

LOAN DISPUTE

School staff 
duped

Man arrested 
in Old Bhilai

Man held for 
brandishing 
weapon

BHILAI: A cyber fraud inci-
dent came to light under 
Bhilai Nagar police station 
limits, where a 58-year-old 
school staff member, Anil 
Kumar P, resident of Sec-
tor-10, was swindled out of 
Rs 89,000. The scammer 
won the victim’s trust by 
sharing details of his wife’s 
insurance policy. Under 
the pretext of paying a 
Rs 1,07,455 premium, the 
fraudster offered an Rs 
18,000 discount using a 
fake “D2C code” and sent 
a malicious payment link 
on WhatsApp. Following a 
written complaint, Bhilai 
Nagar Police registered a 
case under Section 318(4) 
of the BNS and launched 
an investigation.

BHILAI: Old Bhilai Police 
arrested Ravi Rao, alias 
Vitthal (28), for break-
ing into Shed F-01 at 
the Engineering Park 
in Hathkhoj and steal-
ing electrical cabling 
valued at Rs 45,000. 
The theft was reported 
by Assistant Engineer 
Prakash Kumar Markam 
after discovering broken 
locks, damaged electri-
cal boards, and missing 
wiring. Acting on infor-
mant tips, police appre-
hended Rao and seized 
two sacks of cut electri-
cal cables in various sizes 
and colours, wire-cutting 
tools, and a plastic fox 
mask used to conceal his 
identity. 

BHILAI: Supela Police 
arrested Mithlesh Kumar 
Choudhary (20) after 
he assaulted a whole-
saler and brandished a 
sharp weapon during 
a dispute over unpaid 
dues and 77 borrowed 
vegetable crates. The 
incident occurred near 
Paras Jewellers in Akash 
Ganga, Supela, when 
victim Narayan Singh 
asked Choudhary to clear 
his pending payments. 
Choudhary reportedly 
attacked Singh and a medi-
ator, Pushpendra Sahu, 
before pulling a 12-inch 
iron weapon from his 
vehicle to threaten them. 

ROBBERY

Habitual 
offenders 
booked
BHILAI: In a swift operation, 
Pulgaon police and Anjora 
chowki personnel arrested 
three habitual offenders 
within 48 hours for assaulting 
and attempting to rob com-
muters near the Rasmada 
overbridge. The incidents 
occurred early on August 
6, 2026, targeting industrial 
workers headed for morning 
shifts. Utilizing CCTV foot-
age, police identified Chirag 
Sahu (19), Tarun Chandrakar 
(18), and Ayush Nirmalkar 
(18). Investigators recovered 
an unnumbered KTM motor-
cycle, a knife, a baseball  
bat, and Rs 550 in cash. Rel-
evant provisions under the 
Arms Act and attempted 
robbery were added before 
sending all three accused to 
judicial custody.

Female loan sharks 
arrested for extortion
BHILAI: Supela Police 
arrested two women, Seema 
Yadav (36) and Babli Sahu 
(44), for assaulting a local 
resident and forcibly seiz-
ing her personal belongings 
over disputed loan repay-
ments. According to the 
complaint filed by Baljeet 
Kaur of Kohka, she had bor-
rowed money from Seema 
Yadav and provided signed 
bank cheques and legal 
stamps as security. Despite 

regular installment pay-
ments, the accused refused 
to return the security docu-
ments and demanded extra 
money. On July 19, the duo 
allegedly assaulted Kaur 
at her home and forcibly 
took her scooter, washing 
machine, and smartphone. 
Following an investiga-
tion, police recovered all 
seized items, arrested both 
accused, and sent them to 
judicial custody. 
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“Sufficient supply of 
high-quality fertilizers, 
seeds, and agricultural 

medicines has been 
ensured.”

Abhijit Singh 
(Collector, Durg)

District Court judges interacting with the villagers. 
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BHILAI: Addressing the 
growing difficulties faced by 
devotees traveling to Baba 
Baidyanath Dham during the 
auspicious Sawan month, 
Durg MP Vijay Baghel per-
sonally contacted the Gen-
eral Manager of South East 
Central Railway (SECR), 
Bilaspur. Taking prompt 
action on public requests, 
Baghel urged the railway 

management to attach 
additional coaches to Train 
No. 13287 (Durg–Danapur 
Express) to clear long wait-
ing lists. Highlighting that 
thousands of pilgrims from 

Chhattisgarh travel along the 
Danapur route, MP Baghel 
emphasized that this was a 
matter of faith and religious 
sentiment. He urged railway 
authorities to act sensitively 
and resolve the seat crunch 
swiftly. Baghel assured the 
public that he remains fully 
committed to taking up 
local grievances with the 
concerned departments to 
secure immediate relief for 
passengers.

|   A D D R E SS I N G  D I F F I C U LT I E S   |

MP Vijay Baghel urges SECR to add extra 
coaches for Babadham pilgrims
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Raipur Modi govt sees rising 
unemployment, debt and 

business closures.
Satyaprakash Singh 

Congress Spokesperson
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RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh has 
taken a significant step 
towards modernising its 
Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS) with the launch 
of Grain ATMs in Rai-
pur, Bilaspur and Durg, 
enabling ration card hold-
ers to collect their food 
grains quickly without 
standing in long queues.
Food Minister Dayaldas 
Baghel virtually inau-
gurated the Grain ATM 
service, describing it as 
a major reform aimed at 
making ration distribution 
more transparent, effi-
cient and citizen-friendly. 
He said Chhattisgarh has 
become the fifth state in 

the country to introduce 
automated rice-dispens-
ing ATMs under the Public 
Distribution System. The 
minister said the Grain 
ATM facility has been 
launched for the first time 
in the state, with the ini-
tial phase covering the 

three cities. The initiative 
is expected to save ben-
eficiaries valuable time 
while ensuring easy access 
to their monthly food 
grain entitlement. Baghel 
informed that the facility 
is interoperable under the 
One Nation One Ration 

Card scheme, allowing eli-
gible ration card holders 
not only from Chhattisgarh 
but also from states such 
as Uttarakhand, Odisha 
and Uttar Pradesh to 
obtain rice through these 
machines. The Grain ATMs 
will remain operational 
round the clock, giving 
beneficiaries the flexibility 
to collect their ration at 
any convenient time. To 
ensure safety and smooth 
functioning, CCTV surveil-
lance has been installed at 

all locations, while security 
guards will be deployed to 
monitor the facilities.
Each Grain ATM has a 
storage capacity of 2,500 
kilograms, and the entire 
grain-loading process has 
been automated, reduc-
ing manual handling and 
improving operational effi-
ciency. Beneficiaries can 
authenticate themselves 
and receive their allotted 
quantity of rice through 
the automated dispensing 
system. The state govern-
ment believes the new 
system will reduce con-
gestion at fair price shops, 
improve transparency in 
food grain distribution and 
strengthen the delivery of 
welfare services.

Grain ATMs launched in 
Raipur, Bilaspur and Durg

Grain ATMs ensure faster, convenient ration distribution across Chhattisgarh.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST
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RAIPUR: The Confeder-
ation of Indian Industry 
(CII) will host the 5th 
Green Steel & Mining Sum-
mit 2026 at MayFair Lake 
Resort, Naya Raipur, on 
August 12 and 13, bringing 
together policymakers, 
industry leaders, technol-
ogy providers and sustain-
ability experts from India 
and abroad.

Chhattisgarh Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai 
will attend the two-day 
international confer-
e n c e - c u m - exp o s i t i o n 

and address the strategic 
importance of sustain-
able industrial develop-
ment in the state, one of 
India’s major steel-produc-
ing regions. Commerce 
and Industry Minister 
Lakhan Lal Dewangan 
and Finance Minister O.P. 
Choudhary will also par-
ticipate. Addressing the 

scribes here, CII Chhat-
tisgarh Chairman Bajrang 
Goel said the summit is 
expected to attract more 
than 400 delegates, 
including representatives 
from Finland, Brazil, 
South Africa and Swe-
den. The event will bring 
stakeholders from across 
the steel and mining value 

chain together to explore 
innovative technologies, 
global best practices and 
policy frameworks sup-
porting India’s transition 
towards greener steel 
production. CII Chhat-
tisgarh Vice-Chairman 
Anand Singhania said the 
summit will feature eight 
technical sessions and 
panel discussions, with 
more than 40 speakers 
addressing low-emission 
steel pathways, policy 
measures and interna-
tional case studies on low-
carbon production. The 
summit will also feature 

a dedicated technology 
exposition with 50-plus 
exhibitors, showcasing 
clean-energy solutions 
and facilitating collabo-
ration between technol-
ogy providers and steel 
and mining companies. 
More than 70 industries, 
research organisations, 
international bodies and 
NGOs are expected to 
participate. CII Eastern 
Region Steel Sub-commit-
tee Chairman Siddharth 
Agrawal said discussions 
will focus on decarbonis-
ing primary and second-
ary steel production.

|  GREEN STEEL & MINING SUMMIT | 

CII to host Green Steel & Mining Summit 2026

RAIPUR: Saraswati Nagar Police 
arrested two accused within hours 
of a fatal assault on a man following 
an alleged personal dispute in Sat-
nami Para, Kota. The victim later suc-
cumbed to his injuries during treat-
ment at AIIMS. According to police, 
complainant Rajendra Dhritlahre 
reported that during the intervening 
night of August 7-8, Tushar Mahidhar 
alias Bau (19) and Surendra Madhukar 
alias Poka (25) allegedly attacked his 
brother Mahesh Dhritlahre with the 
intention of killing him. Mahesh suf-
fered serious injuries and was admit-
ted to AIIMS, where he died during 
treatment. Following the complaint, 
Saraswati Nagar Police registered 
Crime No. 168/26 under Sections 109, 
103 and 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS). Under the direction of 
DCP (West Zone) Robinson Guria and 
guidance of ADCP Rahul Dev Sharma, 

police teams launched raids at multi-
ple locations and apprehended both 
accused within a few hours. Dur-
ing interrogation, police said the 
accused admitted to carrying out the 
assault following a personal dispute. 
Police seized the wooden club and 
brick allegedly used in the attack. 
Both accused were arrested and sub-
sequently sent to judicial custody. 
Police said the West Zone continues 
to take swift action against criminal 
activities and will maintain intensi-
fied efforts to prevent such incidents.

BILASPUR/RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh 
High Court Division Bench has upheld 
the promotions of three officials to 
the post of Assistant Accounts Officer 
(AAO) in the Raipur Municipal Corpo-
ration, setting aside an earlier Single 
Bench order that had questioned the 
promotion process.

A Division Bench comprising Chief 
Justice Ramesh Sinha and Justice 
Ravindra Kumar Agrawal allowed Writ 
Appeal No. 630/2026 and dismissed 
the petition filed by Bhartesh Netam 
challenging the promotions of Bam-
shankar Gupta, Anand Tamrakar and 
Rajkumar Kurre.

The Division Bench set aside the 
Single Bench order dated April 16, 
2026, which had directed cancellation 
of the promotions and reconsider-
ation of the Departmental Promotion 
Committee (DPC) process. It also dis-
missed Netam’s Writ Petition (S) No. 
954/2025 on merits. The court clar-
ified the eligibility criteria under the 
Chhattisgarh Municipal Corporation 
Recruitment and Service Conditions 
Rules, 2018, as amended in 2021. It 
held that the mandatory five years of 
experience required for promotion to 
AAO must be completed after passing 
the prescribed Accounts Training. The 

case arose after the Raipur Municipal 
Corporation conducted a DPC meet-
ing and promoted officials to AAO 
posts. Netam challenged the process, 
following which the Single Bench 
had directed a fresh DPC. During the 
appeal, the appellants argued that the 
rules constituted a composite feeder 
category and that the five-year expe-
rience should be counted only after 
completion of Accounts Training. The 
Division Bench accepted the conten-
tion and noted that Netam completed 
accountant training on September 8, 
2022, whereas the DPC was held on 
January 14, 2025. He therefore lacked 
the required five years of post-training 
experience. The court consequently 
upheld the promotion order dated 
January 17, 2025, providing clarity on 
the eligibility requirements for AAO 
promotions.

RAIPUR: Kotwali Police organised a 
‘Samvad Se Samadhan’ awareness 
programme at Madhavrao Sapre Gov-
ernment Excellence Hindi Medium 
School, Budhapara, on August 8, focus-
ing on women’s safety, child protec-
tion, cybercrime prevention and traffic 
rules. The programme was organised 
as part of the Raipur Police Commis-
sionerate’s public awareness campaign 
to strengthen awareness about safety, 
law and social responsibilities among 
students and citizens. Kotwali Police 
Station in-charge Inspector Satish 

Singh Gaharwar, Probationary Sub-In-
spector Jyoti Patel and police personnel 
interacted with students and teachers 
during the session. Students were edu-
cated about preventing crimes against 
women, good touch and bad touch, 
child safety, cyber fraud, responsible 
social media use, traffic rules.

Personal dispute turns fatal,  
two arrested within hours

High Court upholds AAO promotions  
in Raipur Municipal Corporation

‘Samvad Se Samadhan’ programme raises  
safety awareness among students

FATAL ASSAULT 

AAO PROMOTIONS

SAFETY AWARENESS

Central Chronicle News

Police crack 
Amanaka burglary 
case, recover Rs 60 
lakh.

RAIPUR: The Anti-Crime 
and Cyber Unit, along 
with Amanaka Police, has 
solved a burglary case 
within 48 hours of the 
FIR being registered and 
arrested two accused. 
Police recovered the entire 
stolen property, includ-
ing gold and silver jewel-
lery and cash, valued at 
approximately Rs 60 lakh. 
The motorcycle allegedly 
used in the crime was 
also seized. The operation 
was conducted under the 
supervision of Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(Crime & Cyber) Smritik 
Rajnala and DCP (West 
Zone) Robinson Guria.
According to police, com-

plainant Ravi Kant Gupta 
had locked his house at 
Arihant Complex, Sarona, 
and left with his family 
on July 28. During his 
absence, unidentified 
thieves allegedly broke the 
lock, entered the house 
and broke open an almi-
rah locker before fleeing 
with jewellery, cash and 
other valuables. Following 
the complaint, Amanaka 
Police registered Crime 
No. 231/26 under Sec-
tions 331(4) and 305 of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-

hita (BNS). Police formed 
multiple teams and exam-
ined thousands of hours 
of CCTV footage from 
the crime scene and sur-
rounding areas. Technical 
analysis, local inquiries 
and information from 
informers helped investi-
gators trace the suspects 
and their movements.  The 
accused were identified 
as Karan Tandi alias Kede 
(21) and Laxmi Narayan 
Goswami alias Monty (19). 
During questioning, police 
said both initially denied 
involvement but later con-
fessed when confronted 
with the evidence. Based 
on their information, the 
entire stolen property 
and the motorcycle were 
recovered. 

|  B U R G L A R Y  S O L V E D  |

Amanaka burglary solved within 
48 hours, Rs 60 lakh recovered

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The state govern-
ment has initiated steps to 
develop a new road con-
necting Chandnidih with 
Old Dhamtari Road to pro-
vide relief from increasing 
traffic congestion on Rai-
pur’s outskirts and Ring 
Road. A joint inspection 
of the proposed route will 
be conducted by the Rai-
pur Collector, Municipal 
Commissioner, Director of 
Town Planning and senior 
Public Works Department 
(PWD) officials. The team 
will assess the proposed 
alignment and identify 
possible obstacles related 
to land, construction and 
connectivity. Officials will 

examine the site to deter-
mine solutions to poten-
tial challenges before 
work begins. Following 
the inspection, a Detailed 
Project Report (DPR) will 
be prepared for the pro-
posed road. At present, 
heavy vehicles and other 
traffic travelling from Ring 
Road-5 near Chandnidih 
towards the city have to 
pass through Pachpedi 
Naka. Vehicles also use the 
service road of the newly 
constructed overbridge at 
Tatibandh Chowk, leading 
to frequent traffic conges-
tion. The proposed Chand-
nidih-Old Dhamtari Road 
connection is expected 
to provide a direct  
alternative route. 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A court in Raipur 
has rejected the bail plea 
of Chhattisgarh Christian 
Forum president Arun 
Pannalal following allega-
tions that his social media 
remarks about Lord Shiva 
hurt religious sentiments. 
He has been sent to judi-
cial custody for 14 days, till 
August 21.

BJP office-bearers had 
lodged an FIR against Arun 
Pannalal and Hansraj Goyal 
at Civil Lines police station 

on Thurs-
day night. 
Fo l l o w i n g 
his arrest, 
police pro-
duced Pan-
nalal before Chief Judicial 
Magistrate (CJM) Anand 
Singh on Friday. The court 
rejected his bail applica-
tion and ordered judicial 
custody. DCP (Central) 
Tarkeshwar Patel said the 
case was registered based 
on a social media post that 
allegedly hurt religious sen-
timents.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Bharatiya Janata 
Yuva Morcha (BJYM) State 
President Rahul Tikriha 
has accused Congress lead-
ers of spreading misinfor-
mation about the recently 
announced Chhattisgarh 
Public Service Commission 
(CGPSC) Sub-Inspector 
examination results and 
insulting the hard work 
of successful candidates. 
Addressing a press confer-
ence at BJP’s Ekatma Pari-
sar on Saturday, Tikriha 

displayed candidates’ docu-
ments and videos to support 
his claims. He demanded 
that former Chief Minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel and 
Congress state president 
Deepak Baij apologise to 
the youth for making what 
he termed derogatory and 
baseless remarks about 
candidates’ names. Tikriha 

said CGPSC had clarified 
that candidate names were 
recorded according to 
valid documents, including 
Class 10 marksheets and 
Aadhaar cards. He cited 
candidates News Kumar 
Pradhan and He Ram, who 
explained their names and 
defended their selection 
through merit.

New Road to ease Raipur 
Traffic congestion

Arun Pannalal sent  
to judicial custody

BJYM accuses Cong of spreading 
misinformation on SI results

RAIPUR: A grand ‘Tiranga Bike Rally’ 
was organised by Yuva CAIT under 
the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga – Har Dukaan 
Tiranga’ campaign, with young trad-
ers, social activists and citizens par-
ticipating enthusiastically to promote 
patriotism and national unity. The 
rally was flagged off by Amar Parwani, 
National Vice Chairman of the Con-
federation of All India Traders (CAIT) 
and member of the National Traders’ 
Welfare Board. The rally began at 
Marine Drive, Telibandha, and pro-

ceeded towards the Railway Station. 
Participants carried and waved the 
Tricolour on their motorcycles, creat-
ing a vibrant atmosphere of patriotism 
across Raipur. Yuva CAIT State Presi-
dent Kanti Patel, State General Secre-
tary Ratandeep Singh and State Trea-
surer Bharat Bhushan Gupta said the 
initiative aimed to encourage respect 
for the national flag and inspire youth 
to contribute to nation-building. Par-
wani said the Tricolour represents the 
country’s pride, honour and glory. 

Gran Tiranga bike rally spreads  
patriotism across Raipur

TIRANGA BIKE RALLY

FACTFILE

z Two accused arrested, 
stolen property fully 
recovered.

FACTFILE

z Beneficiaries from 
multiple states can 
access Grain ATMs 
seamlessly.
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There is no shortcut to success and 
no significant achievement can be 

attained without hard work. 
Jitendra Yadav 

Collector Rajnandgaon

Central Chronicle News

RAJNANDGAON: Collec-
tor Jitendra Yadav con-
ducted a surprise 
inspection of the Patwari 
office in Gram Sundara, 
Rajnandgaon block, on 
Friday and reviewed 
the status of various 
revenue cases and gov-
ernment schemes. He 
examined pending cases 
related to uncontested 
mutation, demarcation, 
map subdivision and the 
SVAMITVA (Ownership) 
scheme.

The Collector 
expressed displeasure 
over the 54% progress in 

map subdivision in the 
Sundara Patwari circle 
and directed issuance of 
a show-cause notice to 
the concerned Patwari. 

He set a target of increas-
ing progress to 75% 
within the next week. 
He also instructed offi-
cials to conduct a special 

campaign for speedy 
disposal of uncontested 
mutation and partition 
cases and ensure 100% 
farmer registration on 

the AgriStack portal. 
Pending work under the 
SVAMITVA scheme was 
also ordered to be com-
pleted on priority. Yadav 
reviewed the implemen-
tation of the Pradhan 
Mantri Surya Ghar Muft 
Bijli Yojana and Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana with 
the Sarpanch, Secretary 
and Employment Assis-
tant of Gram Panchayat 
Sundara. 

Collector demands accountability 
during Patwari office inspection

On Friday, Collector Jitendra Yadav conducted a surprise inspection  
of the Patwari office at Sundara village.

Missing farmer 
found dead in 
village drain

| PROTEST ON PRINCIPAL’S BEHAVIOR |

Central Chronicle News

CHHUIKHADAN: Residents 
of Baraipara, Ward No. 
3 of Chhuikhadan Nagar 
Panchayat, have raised 
concerns over the alleged 
stockpiling of a large 
quantity of bricks on a 
public road opposite the 
mosque. Locals claim the 
brick pile has narrowed 
the road considerably, 
disrupting traffic and cre-
ating a risk of accidents. 
With a vehicle reportedly 
parked on the opposite 
side, even two-wheelers 

and bicycles face diffi-
culty passing through 
certain stretches. Res-
idents also allege that 
some people have fallen 
after colliding with the 
bricks at night.

According to locals, 
the bricks have remained 
stored on the road for a 

long period despite no 
visible construction activ-
ity. They further allege 
that the concerned indi-
vidual collects bricks 
from nearby villages and 
sells them commercially, 
with claims of intimi-
dation when objections  
are raised.

Illegal brick trade blocks 
Chhuikhadan road

Students 
trained in road, 
cyber safety
ARANG: A traffic and 
cyber security aware-
ness programme was 
organized at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School, Gullu, under the 
guidance of Arang SHO 
Harish Sahu. Students 
were provided detailed 
information about traffic 
regulations and methods 
to prevent cyber fraud.

School Principal Nam-
rata Tiwari stressed the 
importance of following 
safety rules in daily life. 
ASI Chhabi Ram Sahu 
explained traffic regula-
tions and urged students 
below 18 years of age not 
to ride motorcycles. 

Ahiwara students protest Principal’s 
alleged misconduct

Central Chronicle News

NANDINI AHIRWARA: 
Students of Swami 
Atmanand Excellence 
English Medium School, 
Ahiwara, staged a pro-
test alleging misman-
agement and a short-
age of basic facilities. 
They demanded that 
the District Collector 
and Education Depart-
ment investigate the 
situation and take  
appropriate action.

Students alleged that 
the school’s borewell 
has remained non-func-

tional for a long time, 
causing a drinking 
water shortage. They 
also complained about 
dirty and damaged toi-
lets, non-functional 
computer laboratory 
equipment and exposed 
electrical boards in 

classrooms, which they 
said pose safety risks. 
Students further alleged 
that Principal Pannalal 
Sahu misbehaved with 
them when they raised 
complaints and threat-
ened them with Trans-
fer Certificates. 

|  F A R M E R S  P L A G U E D  B Y  W A T E R L O G G I N G  |

Central Chronicle News

KURUD: The Raipur-Visakhap-
atnam Highway, constructed 
under the Bharatmala Proj-
ect in Bangar village of Kurud 
block, has reportedly created 
serious problems for farmers 
due to inadequate drainage. 
For the past four years, hun-
dreds of acres of farmland 
have been waterlogged dur-
ing the monsoon, repeatedly 
damaging paddy and other 
crops. Farmers said they had 

to sow their fields two to 
three times this year, causing 
substantial financial losses. 
Despite repeated applications 
to the construction agency 
and officials seeking concrete 

drainage channels, no per-
manent solution has been 
implemented. Memorandums 
were submitted to the district 
administration, SDM, Tehsil-
dar and Patwari.

Bangar farmers demand drainage 
infrastructure overhaul

|  S I R P U R  D E V E L O P M E N T  |

Central Chronicle News

MAHASAMUND: A meeting of 
the Sirpur Special Area Devel-
opment Authority (SADA) was 
held at the Collectorate confer-
ence hall under the chairman-
ship of MP Rupkumari Choud-
hary to discuss the draft Sirpur 
Development Plan 2041. MLA 
Yogeshwar Raju Sinha, SADA 
CEO Dhammasheel Ganveer, 
Collector Vinay Kumar Langeh, 
Town and Country Planning 
officials, local representatives 
and Sarpanchs attended the 
meeting. Officials said the plan, 

prepared under the Chhattis-
garh Town and Country Plan-
ning Act, 1973, uses 2025 as the 
base year and covers Sirpur, 
34 villages and reserved forest 
areas. The planning area spans 
22,286.3 hectares with a popu-
lation of 25,927. The proposed 

plan aims to create a sustain-
able regional hub by promot-
ing economic growth, skill 
development, self-help groups, 
tourism, environmental pro-
tection and modern infrastruc-
ture while preserving Sirpur’s 
heritage.

MP chairs Sirpur 2041 devp plan meeting

Har Ghar Tiranga begins  
honoring Sodhi Narayan
BIJAPUR: The district’s 
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ cam-
paign was launched on 
Friday from the resi-
dence of martyr and Kirti 
Chakra awardee Sodhi 
Narayan, who made the 
supreme sacrifice for 
the nation.

 Collector Vishwadeep, 
SP Umesh Prasad Gupta 
and Zila Panchayat CEO 

Namrata Chaubey inau-
gurated the campaign by 
presenting the Tricolour 
to the martyr’s family and 

interacting with them. The 
officials paid tribute to 
Sodhi Narayan’s courage, 
dedication and sacrifice. 

HIGHLIGHT

z He reviewed the 
various government 
schemes being 
operated at the office.

Dahariya slams BJP over Arang civic crisis
ARANG: Former Chhat-
tisgarh Cabinet Minister 
and former Arang MLA 
Dr. Shivkumar Dahariya 
criticized the Vishnu Deo 
Sai government and local 
MLA and Cabinet Minister 
Guru Khushwant Saheb 
over alleged illegal plotting 
and unauthorized con-
struction in Arang Munic-
ipality. Dahariya issued 
the statement after BJP 
councillors submitted a 
memorandum to the Chief 

Municipal Officer demand-
ing action against illegal 
activities and warned of 
an indefinite sit-in protest 
at the Chhattisgarh Mah-
tari statue. He questioned 

why BJP councillors were 
forced to protest despite 
the party governing the 
state, municipality and 
constituency. Dahariya 
alleged that illegal plotting 
and construction were 
operating openly with 
administrative protection 
and claimed repeated 
complaints had failed to 
produce action. He also 
cited the recent mass 
resignations of BJP coun-
cillors in Samoda Nagar 

Panchayat as evidence of 
alleged administrative fail-
ure in the constituency. 
He questioned the func-
tioning of Minister Guru 
Khushwant Saheb and 
alleged that he had failed 
to address public griev-
ances. Dahariya warned 
that Congress would 
launch a phased agitation 
if strict action was not 
taken against alleged land 
mafias, illegal plotters and 
unauthorized builders.

Bootlegger arrested during 
backyard liquor raid
BASNA: Continuing its 
crackdown on the ille-
gal liquor trade, Bhan-
warpur Outpost police 
seized 10 litres of illicitly 
distilled Mahua liquor 
from Lohdipur village 
and arrested one per-
son. The seized liquor 
was valued at approxi-
mately Rs 2,000.

According to police, 
an informant reported 

on August 6 that 
Lochanprasad Tandan, 
51, was allegedly stor-
ing and selling illicit 
Mahua liquor from his 
backyard. Acting on the 
information, a police 
team conducted a raid 
and found Tandan at 
the location. During the 
search, 10 litres of hand-
stilled Mahua liquor 
were recovered. 

|  ILLEGAL ENCROACHMENTS | 

Central Chronicle News

JALBANDHA: A decom-
posed body of a farmer 
who had been missing for 
two days was found in a 
village drain at Bijaldahi 
on Friday, creating panic 
in the area. The deceased 
was identified as 45-year-
old Rajendra Verma, son 
of late Punau Ram Verma.
According to reports, 
Verma left his home 
around 8 pm on August 5 
but failed to return. After 
searching unsuccess-
fully, his family lodged a 
missing-person report at 
the Jalbandha police out-
post. On Friday evening, 
schoolchildren noticed a 
foul smell near the drain 
and discovered the body.
Villagers informed the 
police, who reached 

the spot and conducted 
inquest proceedings 
before sending the 
body to Khairagarh for 
post-mortem.

Raipur Region

HIGHLIGHT

z Shockwaves spread 
throughout village 
Bijaldahi as the body 
of a missing farmer 
was found in a drain.

zThe farmer had been 
missing from home 
since two days.

DANGEROUS DRIVING

Traffic police 
seize two goods 
vehicles
KHAIRAGARH: The Traf-
fic Branch of Khairagarh 
Police has launched a 
special campaign against 
dangerous and negligent 
driving to reduce road acci-
dents and strengthen traf-
fic safety in the city. As part 
of the drive, action was 
taken against two goods 
vehicles on Friday. Dur-
ing traffic checks, police 
found both vehicles being 
driven dangerously and in 
violation of safety norms. 
The vehicles were seized 
on the spot under Section 
184 of the Motor Vehicles 
Act. A fine of ₹5,000 was 
imposed on each driver, 
resulting in a total penalty 
of Rs 10,000.

: RAKHIS SENT

28,000 rakhis 
sent to frontline 
soldiers 
RAJNANDGAON: The Dis-
trict Administration and 
Education Department 
organized the ‘Oper-
ation Sipahi Raksha 
Sutra’ programme at the 
Padma Shri Govindram 
Nirmalkar Auditorium 
in Rajnandgaon. During 
the event, 28,000 Rak-
his were handed over 
to the Soldier Welfare 
Board, Rajnandgaon, 
as a symbol of respect, 
affection and gratitude 
towards soldiers guard-
ing the nation’s bor-
ders. The initiative aims 
to nurture patriotism, 
national consciousness 
and respect for the 
armed forces among 
schoolchildren. 

INSPECTIONS

Food safety 
inspections 
held in Pithora
MAHASAMUND: Follow-
ing directives from the 
Commissioner of Food 
Safety and Mahasamund 
Collector, the Food and 
Drug Administration 
Department is conduct-
ing regular inspections 
of hotels and dhabas 
across the district dur-
ing the monsoon to 
ensure food safety and 
hygiene. Under the guid-
ance of the Designated 
Officer, surprise inspec-
tions were carried out at 
food establishments in 
Pithora and Bagbahara 
blocks.

ASSISTIVE DEVICES

Assistive devices 
distributed 
to disabled 
beneficiaries
PITHORA: A programme 
for distributing assis-
tive devices to persons 
with disabilities was 
organized at Pithora Jan-
pad Panchayat. During 
the event, Janpad Pan-
chayat President Usha 
Purushottam Ghritlahre, 
Vice-President Brah-
manand Patel and mem-
ber Purushottam Ghrit-
lahre presented a tricycle 
to Santuram Dhruv, a 
resident of Gadbeda vil-
lage and son of Jirjodhan 
Dhruv. Janpad President 
Ghritlahre said the state 
government is imple-
menting various welfare 
schemes to support per-
sons with disabilities and 
promote self-reliance. 

| AYUSHMAN ABHIYAN | 

Ayushman drive gains momentum & VVS scheme
Central Chronicle News

SUKMA: Under the direc-
tion of Collector Amit 
Kumar, the district 
administration is work-
ing intensively to achieve 
100% implementation of 
the Ayushman Bharat and 
Vay Vandan schemes and 
ensure that every eligible 
citizen receives health-se-
curity benefits. A special 

Ayushman card satura-
tion campaign is being 
conducted across the dis-
trict through dedicated 

camps. To strengthen the 
drive, 18 special teams 
have been constituted, 
while SDMs, Tehsildars 

and other administra-
tive officers are regularly 
monitoring the campaign 
at the field level. During 
the past two weeks, 1,095 
Ayushman cards and 75 
Vay Vandan cards have 
been generated, while 
656 Ayushman PVC cards 
have been distributed to 
beneficiaries. Chief Medi-
cal and Health Officer Dr. 
R.K. Singh is continuously 

monitoring the campaign. 
District Project Coordi-
nator (Ayushman Bharat) 
Amritesh Singh Thakur 
is coordinating efforts 
at the grassroots level to 
ensure effective imple-
mentation. On August 5 
and 6, CMHO Dr. Singh 
inspected Ayushman sat-
uration camps in Konta 
and Chhindgarh develop-
ment blocks. 
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Daily Horoscope 

You need to exhibit extreme 
courage and strength as you 
face some traumas. You could 
easily overcome these by your 
optimistic attitude. Avoid any 
long-term investments and 
try to go out and spend some 
pleasant moments with your 
good friend. Entertainment 
will be fun if it includes the 
whole family. 
Cosmic tip: Your return to your 
willpower.

Emotionally you will not be very 
stable- therefore be cautious 
how you behave and say things 
in front of others. Although no 
one prefers to lend or give away 
their money to anyone, but 
you’ll feel relieved by lending 
your money to a person in need. 
Friends will come to your aid if 
needed. Today you should focus 
on important issues. 
Cosmic tip: There is a larger plan 
in action.

ARIES Taurus

A day when smile will 
perpetually be on your face and 
strangers will seem familiar. The 
money you had saved up from a 
long time can come to use today. 
However, the expenditure can 
lower your spirit. Your witty 
nature will make you popular 
at social gatherings. Rituals/
hawans/auspicious ceremonies 
will be performed at home. 
Cosmic tip: You don’t care is your 
turning point.

In spite of your high spirits 
you will be missing someone 
who couldn’t be with you 
today. New contracts might 
look lucrative but will not 
bring gains as desired- Do 
not make hasty decisions 
when it comes to investing 
money. Family members 
may not fulfil your 
expectations. 
Cosmic tip: At the centre of 
everything there is a light. 

Gemini Cancer 

Your mind will be receptive to 
the good things. Today, you will 
understand the importance of 
money and how unnecessarily 
spending it can negatively affect 
your future. This period is also 
good for taking your parents into 
confidence regarding your new 
projects and plans. Try to coax 
your partner into understanding; 
otherwise you might get in 
trouble. 
Cosmic tip: You are being reborn.

Umpteen nervous breakdowns 
could weaken your resistance 
and thinking power. Encourage 
yourself to fight the disease 
with positive thinking. Due to 
the placement of the Moon, 
your money can be spent on 
unnecessary things. If you wish 
to accumulate wealth, then 
talk to your spouse or parents 
about it. 
Cosmic tip: You are transitioning, 
in all the beautiful ways.

Leo Virgo Virgo 

Some family members could 
irritate you by their envious 
behaviour. But no need to 
lose your temper otherwise 
situation could go out of 
control. Remember what can’t 
be cured must be endured. 
You can acquire money from 
an unknown source today, 
which will resolve many 
of your financial troubles. 
Cosmic tip: You are planted 
finally.

Lovely mood of your spouse 
may brighten your day. Money 
position improves as delayed 
payments are recovered. Festive 
atmosphere at home would ease 
your tension. Make sure you also 
participate in this and not remain 
like a silent spectator. You will 
make up your mind to do some 
of your favourite things today.
Cosmic tip: This shake-up is 
actually your cosmic gift of 
freedom.

Libra Scorpio

Today is not a very high-
energy day for you and you 
will get irritated over small 
matters. Financially, you will 
remain strong. Due to the 
benefic placement of planets 
and nakshatras, you’ll come 
across numerous opportunities 
to earn money today. You will 
upset your spouse if you spend 
money on things that you don’t 
immediately require. 
Cosmic tip: Build together, grow 
together, and play together.

Your positive outlook will 
impress those around you. Your 
efforts to save money can fail 
today. Although you do not have 
to worry about it, as the situation 
will soon improve. A dispute is 
likely to occur between family 
members regarding money 
matters. You should advise all 
family members to be clear about 
finances and cash flow. 
Cosmic tip: Make conscious 
choices for a peaceful timeline.

SagittariusSagittarius Capricorn

Do not allow the feeling of 
frustration overtake you. You 
will be in the mood to travel 
and spend money- but you 
will be sorry if you do. Some 
of you would get involved in 
playing Chess- Crosswords 
and others will write a story- 
poetry or work out some 
future plans. 
Cosmic tip: Rediscover 
yourself to realise your 
prayer.

Try to avoid long journey as 
you are too weak to travel. 
You need to keep an eye on 
where your money is being 
spent; otherwise you may face 
problems in the coming times. 
It is high time to change your 
dominating attitude in family. 
Work in close cooperation with 
them to share the ups and 
downs of life. 
Cosmic tip: You hold the 
Universe within you.

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH
How much water 

does it use?
Why Data Centres 

need water?

Fun&Focus

A single query by you uses 
about 0.3 milliliters of water 
for direct data center cooling. 
When multiplied by millions 
of users the total amount adds 
up to millions of gallons of 
water. 

Thousands of powerful 
computer chips run con-
tinuously to generate AI 
responses and facilities use 
evaporative cooling towers 
and as a resultant data cen-
ters consume large amounts 
of water.

Across
1. Distinguish (7)

5. Revolves (5)

8. Wooden shoes (5)

9. Lingered (7)

10. Endangered (2,5)

11. Wingless parasitic insect (5)

12. Portuguese currency unit (6)

14. Foreigners (6)

18. Father Christmas (5)

20. Loss of memory (7)

22. Place of shelter for ships (7)

23. Maladroit (5)

24. Large, unwieldy (5)

25. Nullified (7)  

 

Down
1. Mislead (7)
2. Exclusive news story (5)
3. Guaranteed (7)
4. Stinging plant (6)
5. Of the country (5)
6. Free time (7)
7. Move furtively (5)
13. Restraint (7)
15. Yearning (7)
16. Began (7)
17. Infertile (6)
18. Term of respect in India (5)
19. Great pain (5)
21. Perfume (5)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION- 201

SUDOKU- 202

SUDOKU SOLUTION- 201

CROSSWORD -202 DAILY WORD SEARCH
n    Beginning
n Genesis
n Preamble
n Birth
n Germ
n Preface
n Cradle
n Intro
n Premiere

n Creation
n Launch
n Prologue
n Dawn
n Onset
n Start
n Debut
n Origin
n Womb

   August 9 is a historic date in Indian history, famously marked by the start of the Quit India Movement 1942 
and the daring Kakori train robbery by freedom fighters in 1925. 

  On this day, the Ochterlony Monument was renamed 
in 1969 and India and the USSR signed a historic 20-year 
treaty of peace, cooperation, and friendship in 1971.

  In 48 BCE, Julius Caesar’s army defeated Pompey the 
Great at the decisive Battle of Pharsalus during the Roman 
Civil War.

  August 9 also marks the 1898 patent of Rudolf Diesel’s 
engine and the 1985 launch of Spacelab 2

According to popular legend, what 
happened to the abhangs (devotional 
poems) of saint Tukaram before they 
were miraculously recovered?  
 
The prestigious Ryder Cup, one 
of golf’s most celebrated team 
competitions, is contested biennially 
between the United States and which 
other team?
 
Which global financial institution, 
founded in 1944 along with the World 
Bank, aims to ensure stability of the 
international monetary system?
 
Which two Indian judokas created 
history by becoming the country’s 
first-ever Commonwealth Games 
gold medallists in judo at the 2026 
Commonwealth Games?
 
This town in Odisha is one of Hinduism’s 
four sacred Char Dham pilgrimage sites 
and is the birthplace of the famous Rath 
Yatra, one of the world’s oldest and largest 
religious festivals. Which town is it? 
 
The Toda tribe is famous for its beautiful 
embroidery featuring red and black patterns 
stitched on white cloth. The tribe lives in the 
Nilgiri Hills of which Indian state?
 
The resplendent tree frog is a rare 
bright orange amphibian found only 
at a single high-altitude location in 
the Western Ghats. In which protected 
area was this unique frog discovered?

About 7000 years ago, farmers began 
to move into an area of land between 
the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers. This 
fertile land was called Mesopotamia, 
in what is now called Iraq. In the south 
of Mesopotamia was the land known 
as Sumer. The Sumerians, as they 
became known, were a very inventive 
race.  They developed the first form of 
writing and recording numbers.

Having or showing keen 
judgment, wisdom and 
good understanding; 
wise and insightful.
 The sagacious leader 
made decisions that 
benefited the entire 
community.
 Wise, Judicious, 
Insightful, Perceptive 
and Astute.
Foolish, Unwise, 
Ignorant, Naïve and 
Injudicious.

The thirst of 
ChatGPT

Yes, ChatGPT uses water 
indirectly. Every time you 
send a prompt, the massive 
computers (data centers) 
that process your request 
heat up and require water-
based cooling systems to 
stay cool. 

August 07- THE DAY IN HISTORY

The most destructive sin-

gle air attack in human his-

tory was the napalm bomb-

ing of Tokyo on 10 March 

1945, which killed around 

100,000 civilians in about 

3 hours.

(1) They were thrown into the Indrayani River and later floated back 

unharmed (2) Europe (3) International Monetary Fund (4) Asmita Dey 

and Harsh Singh (5) Puri (6) Tamil Nadu (7) Anamudi Shola National Park

Your value isn’t fixed-it grows every time you learn, improve, and step into a bigger version 
of yourself. When you intentionally build your value, you increase your opportunities, your 
confidence, and your impact. 

To dress exceptionally well. 

Invest in continuous learning: New knowledge and skills make you more capable and more sought after.
 
Master your strengths: Focus on what you naturally do well and develop it into exceptional ability.
 
Improve your communication skills: Clear, confident communication elevates your influence instantly.
 
Develop emotional intelligence: Understanding people makes you more effective in every environment.
 
Take on challenges that stretch you: Growth happens outside comfort-so does increased value.
 
Build a strong work ethic: Reliability, consistency, and quality make you indispensable.
 
Surround yourself with high-value people: You rise to the level of the company you keep.
 
Learn how to solve problems creatively: Problem-solvers are always in demand-everywhere.
 
Stay adaptable and open to change: Flexibility helps you thrive in any situation, boosting your worth.
 
Develop a growth mindset: Believe that you can improve-and your value will grow with your effort.
 
Increase your ability to lead and influence: Leadership skills raise your impact and open new opportunities.
 
Show up as your best self consistently: Value grows from daily habits, not once-in-a-while effort.

This Pacific island country lies in Polynesia and is known for 
volcanic islands, coral reefs, and tropical beaches.

The Sumerians drew pictures on soft 
clay with a pointed reed. The pictures 
were drawn downwards in lines, from 
the right-hand side. Later, they started 
to write across the tablet from left 
to right. The reed tip became wedge 
shaped, as did the marks it made.

There’s no concrete consensus on the 
origin of ‘dressing to the mines,’ but 
the most popular theory comes from 
the fact that the very best suits used 
a full nine yards of fabric.
 

“Your value doesn’t decrease based on someone’s inability to see your worth.” Unknown
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MUMBAI: Union minister 
Amit Shah on Saturday 
urged urban coopera-
tive banks to embrace 
technology, ensure 
transparency and mod-
ernise customer services 
to remain competitive. 
Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of the new office 
of the National Urban 
Cooperative Finance and 
Development Corpora-
tion Limited (NUCFDC) in 
Mumbai, he said ensur-
ing the prosperity of 
customers will help the 

banks achieve growth. 
The Union Home and 
Cooperation Minister 
also urged all urban 
cooperative banks to join 
the NUCFDC, the apex 
umbrella organisation for 
the sector, within a year.
 The NUCFDC serves as 
the umbrella organisa-
tion and self-regulatory 
body for Urban Coop-
erative Banks (UCBs) in 
India. Approved by the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) and headquartered 
in Mumbai, it provides 
capital, IT infrastructure 
and liquidity support to 

strengthen the coopera-
tive banking sector. “Our 
responsibility is to ensure 
that all banks become 
members of this organi-
sation (NUCFDC), intro-
duce technology, bring 
transparency, train staff, 
provide modern services 

to customers and sustain 
in the competition,” he 
said. Shah said that of the 
nearly 1,400 urban coop-
erative banks in the coun-
try, around 690 have 
already become members 
of the organisation, and 
added that the remaining 
UCBs should also become 
part of it within a year. 
Making India prosperous 
requires fostering pros-
perity among its people, 
the minister said, adding 
that the capital market 
alone cannot fulfil this 
objective. “We need to 
create a new system of 

self-employment simulta-
neously. Urban coopera-
tive banks can do it and it 
is our responsibility,” he 
said. Shah said the idea 
of “cooperation to pros-
perity” does not merely 
mean making banks 
financially stronger, but 
ensuring that custom-
ers become prosperous 
as well, which in turn 
would help banks grow. 
Speaking about the RBI’s 
role, Shah said there was 
a need to bridge the per-
ception gap between the 
central bank and urban 
cooperative banks. 
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Exporters increasingly 
leverage FTAs to expand 
global market access. 

NEW DELHI: Issuance of 
certificates of origin, a 
key document to avail 
free trade agreement 
benefits, has more than 
doubled from 3.6 lakh in 
2021-22 to over 7.8 lakh 
in 2026-27 so far, Par-
liament was informed  
on Friday. 

The data indicates 
growing utilisation of 
India’s trade agreements 
and expanded market 
access opportunities for 
exporters, Minister of 
State for Commerce and 
Industry Jitin Prasada 
said in a written reply 
to the Rajya Sabha. An 
exporter has to sub-
mit the certificate at 
the landing port of the 
importing country. The 
document is important 

to claim duty conces-
sions under free trade 
agreements as they are 
essential to prove where 
the goods come from. 
“India’s issuance of CoO 
more than doubled from 
3.6 lakh in FY 2021-22 
to over 7.8 lakh in FY 
2026-27, indicating grow-
ing utilisation of India’s 
trade agreements and 
expanded market access 
opportunities for Indian 
exporters,” he said. He 
informed that India’s 
merchandise exports 
recorded a robust growth 
of 16 per cent, increasing 
from USD 111.57 billion 
in April – June 2025-26 
to USD 129.32 billion in 
April – June 2026-27.

Shah urges urban Cooperative 
Banks to embrace Tech

Amit Shah urges urban cooperative banks to adopt technology, ensure transparency,  
modernise services and join NUCFDC within one year.
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NEW DELHI: Consumers 
and small merchants will 
continue to enjoy free Uni-
fied Payments Interface 
(UPI) services even as the 
Lok Sabha passed a Bill to 
amend the Payment and 
Settlement Systems Act, 
2007, the Payments Coun-
cil of India said on Friday. 

The statement comes 
a day after the Lok Sabha 
passed a Bill to amend the 
Payment and Settlement 
Systems Act, 2007, which 

authorises the govern-
ment to permit banks and 
other service providers to 
levy charges on payments 
through UPI and other noti-
fied electronic payment 

modes. In a post on X, the 
association said, “UPI has 
always been free for con-
sumers since its launch 
in 2016. Every Indian can 
continue making instant 
digital payments without 
paying any transaction 
charges.” Clarifying the 
ongoing debate around UPI 
charges, Payments Council 
of India said small mer-
chants, including kirana 
stores, will also continue to 
accept UPI payments with-
out paying the Merchant 
Discount Rate (MDR). It 

said the recent discussions 
are centred on develop-
ing a sustainable finan-
cial model to support the 
infrastructure behind UPI, 
which has evolved into the 
world’s largest real-time 
payment system, while 
ensuring that consum-
ers and small businesses 
remain protected. Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man, on Thursday, said 
that the Merchant Discount 
Rate on digital transactions 
applies to merchants and 
not to customers, and the 

MDR charge would sup-
port banks and fintech to 
invest more in infrastruc-
ture and security. Hitting 
out at Congress leader 
Jairam Ramesh over his 
remark that ordinary peo-
ple may have to pay more 
for using UPI, Sitharaman, 
in a post on X, said the UPI 
and Services Steering Com-
mittee headed by NPCI is 
yet to decide on the MDR, 
which would happen only 
after Parliament passes the 
Taxation and Other Laws 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026. 

| FREE UPI | 

UPI likely to remain free for consumers, merchants
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BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: India’s forex reserves jumped 
by USD 10.512 billion to USD 692.866 
billion during the week ended July 31, 
the RBI said on Friday. The overall kitty 
had jumped by USD 6.118 billion to USD 
682.354 billion in the previous report-
ing week. Reserves had expanded to 
an all-time high of USD 728.494 billion 
during the week ended February 27 
this year before the onset of the West 
Asia conflict, which led to several 
weeks of drop as the rupee came under 
pressure and the RBI had to intervene 
in the forex market through dollar 
sales. For the week ended July 31, for-
eign currency assets, a major compo-
nent of the reserves, increased by USD 
8.75 billion to USD 564.68 billion, the 
central bank’s data showed. Expressed 
in dollar terms, the foreign currency 
assets include effects of appreciation 

or depreciation of non-US units, such 
as the euro, pound, and yen, held in 
the foreign exchange reserves. It can 
be recalled that the central bank and 
the government had launched a series 
of measures to attract more forex flows 
into the country last month, including 
the FCNR(B) measure.

 The country has so far received 
USD 32 billion under the schemes, as 
per reports. The value of gold reserves 
increased by USD 1.685 billion to USD 
104.743 billion during the week, the 
RBI said. The Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs) were up by USD 48 million 
at USD 18.666 billion, the apex bank 
said. India’s reserve position with 
the IMF also rose by USD 28 million 
to USD 4.778 billion at the end of the 
reporting week, according to the apex  
bank’s data. 

NEW DELHI: Intex Technologies, one of 
India’s leading homegrown consumer 
electronics brands, has announced 
the expansion of its Home Appliances 
portfolio as part of its broader strategy 
to strengthen its presence in India’s 
fast-growing consumer durables mar-
ket. Building on its established pres-
ence in air coolers, Intex is broadening 
its Home Appliances portfolio with a 
comprehensive range of fans, includ-
ing decorative, energy-efficient BLDC, 
exhaust and TPW (Table, Pedestal and 
Wall) models. The company is also 
entering the water heater category with 
storage and instant geysers in varying 
capacities to cater to diverse household 
requirements. 

Further strengthening its presence 
in the kitchen and everyday appliances 
segment, Intex is expanding its small 
domestic appliances portfolio with 
products such as irons, mixer grinders, 
juicer mixer grinders, air fryers, elec-
tric kettles and cooktops. Across catego-
ries, the products have been developed 
with a focus on three defining aspects 
of design, functionality and reliability. 
The expansion reflects Intex’s strategy 
of building a well-rounded Home Appli-
ances business that addresses both sea-
sonal and everyday household needs. 

By expanding across complementary 
product categories, the company aims 
to offer consumers a wider range of reli-
able and value-driven solutions under 
one trusted brand. The move builds 
on the strong momentum in Intex’s 
Consumer Durables business, which 
recorded 80% year-on-year growth in 
FY26, driven by robust demand across 
Smart TVs, Air Conditioners and Wash-
ing Machines.

Keshav Bansal, Director, Intex Tech-
nologies, said, “The strong momentum 
in our Consumer Durables business 
reflects the growing trust consumers 
have placed in the Intex brand. As 
consumer aspirations evolve, we see a 
clear opportunity to build a more com-
prehensive home appliances portfolio 
that delivers quality, reliability and 
value at accessible price points. 

FOREX RESERVES DURING WEEK ENDED JULY 31

HOME APPLIANCES PORTFOLIO EXPANSION

India’s forex kitty swells by USD 10.5  
billion to USD 692.87 billion

Intex strengthens Home Appliances portfolio  
with multi-category expansion 

NUMBER

690
zShah urges UCBs to 
modernise, improve 
transparency, 
competitiveness.

Gujarat is top choice for 
new industries and foreign 

investment 
Bhupendra Patel  

Gujarat Chief Minister
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Dhoot Transmission 
secures strong anchor 
investor support 
ahead IPO. 

NEW DELHI:  Auto com-
ponents maker Dhoot 
Transmission Ltd has 
secured Rs 918.3 crore 
from anchor investors 
including BlackRock, Abu 
Dhabi Investment Author-
ity and SBI Mutual Funds, 
days before the opening 
of its initial public offer-
ing (IPO).

The company allotted 
over 1.05 crore equity 
shares to anchor inves-
tors (72 funds) at Rs 871 
per share, according to a 
circular uploaded on the 
BSE website late night on 
Friday. Domestic mutual 
funds accounted for 
the largest share of the 
anchor allocation, with 
eight fund houses invest-
ing through 46 schemes. 

They were allotted 64.60 
equity shares, represent-
ing 61.27 per cent of the 
total anchor book. The 
anchor book drew par-
ticipation from a host 
of domestic and global 
institutional investors, 
including SBI Mutual 
Fund (MF), ICICI Pruden-
tial MF, HDFC MF, Black-
Rock, WhiteOak, Abu 
Dhabi Investment Author-
ity, Axis MF, Mirae Asset, 
Government Pension 
Fund, Amundi Funds, 
Allianz Global Investors, 
SBI Life Insurance, HDFC 
Life Insurance, ICICI Pru-
dential Life Insurance and 
Axis Max Life Insurance. 
The Rs 3,067-crore IPO 
is scheduled for public 
subscription on August 
10 and will conclude on 
August 12. The price band 
has been set at Rs 829-

871 per share. The IPO 
comprises a fresh issue of 
equity shares aggregating 
up to Rs 1,400 crore and 
an offer for sale (OFS) of 
up to 1.91 crore equity 
shares by promoters -- BC 
Asia Investments XV Lim-
ited, an entity of private 
equity firm Bain Capi-
tal, and Mangalam Cap-
ital Private Limited. The 
company plans to use the 
proceeds from the fresh 
issue towards repayment 
or prepayment of certain 
outstanding borrowings, 
investment in subsidiar-
ies for debt repayment, 
and setting up new wiring 
harness manufacturing 
plants in Jhajjar, Haryana, 
and Hosur, Tamil Nadu. 

Dhoot Transmission raises Rs 
918 cr from anchor investors

‘More exporters 
leveraging benefits 
of free trade pacts’

HIGHLIGHT

z IPO opens August 10, 
closes August 12.

zAnchor investors 
receive shares at Rs 
871 each.

‘Saree Shastra’ exhibition in New Delhi

Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports, Smt. Raksha Nikhil Khadse at the inauguration of the “Saree Shastra” exhibition, in New Delhi.

|  I N I T I A L  P U B L I C  O F F E R I N G  |

NEW DELHI: Chief Economic Adviser 
V Anantha Nageswaran  cautioned the 
financial sector against overlooking the 
security risks posed by artificial intel-
ligence, saying recent instances of AI 
agents attempting to breach other AI 
systems underscore the need to prior-
itise safeguards before embracing the 
technology’s benefits. The financial 
sector cannot afford to ignore emerging 
AI-related threats until they become a 
reality, he said at an event organised by 
industry chamber Assocham here. 

“Whether it is the Anthropic or 
Meta agents going and hacking other 
institutions’ IT systems without being 
prompted to do so, the key aspect is 
that we generally do not pay attention 
to risks until after they have become a 
reality,” he said. “I don’t think we will 
have the luxury of time, particularly in 
the financial sector,” he added, stressing 
that institutions should first strengthen 
security frameworks to ensure “we 
don’t lose what we already have” before 
leveraging AI at scale. His remarks 
came amid growing concerns over the 
cybersecurity implications of increas-
ingly autonomous AI systems. 

NEW DELHI: 
Electric vehicle 
retail sales in 
India reached 
a n o t h e r 
monthly record 
at 3,27,901 units 
in July, growing 
at 66 per cent over the same month 
last year, with nearly one in eight 
vehicles retailed now being electric, 
Federation of Automobile Dealers 
Associations said on Friday.

The previous record for electric 
vehicle retail sales in India was in June 
this year at 3,06,220 units, growing at 
63 per cent over the same month last 
year, taking overall EV penetration to 
over 12 per cent for the first time. The 
growth in EV sales in July was led by 
the two-wheeler segment at 2,04,362 
units as against 1,08,516 units in the 
same month last year, up 88.32 per 
cent, Federation of Automobile Deal-
ers Associations (FADA) said in a state-
ment. Electric passenger vehicle (PV) 
retail sales were up 83.13 per cent at 
32,928 units last month as against 
17,981 units in July 2025, it added. 

SECURITY RISKS RECORD SALES

Financial sector must 
build safeguards 
against AI risks: CEA

EV retail sales break 
record at 3,27,901 
units: FADA
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Ladakh draws over 
3.3 lakh tourists in 
first 7 months 

Press Trust Of India

LEH: Ladakh’s tourism sec-
tor continues to witness 
a strong upward trajec-
tory, with tourist arrivals 
crossing the 1-lakh mark 
for two successive months 
in June and July, an offi-
cial said on Saturday. The 
Union territory recorded 
3,30,332 tourist arrivals 
from January to July this 
year, already reaching 
98.35 per cent of the total 
3,35,872 tourists recorded 
during the entire calendar 
year in 2025, a Lok Bhavan 
spokesman said.

The official said the surge 
was particularly notice-
able in June and July, when 
more than 2.12 lakh tourists 
visited Ladakh, account-
ing for nearly 65 per cent 
of the total 3.30 lakh tour-
ist arrivals recorded so far 
this year. Ladakh received 
1,05,046 tourists in July, 
compared to 67,273 in the 
same month in 2025, reg-
istering a growth of 56.15 
per cent. The July arrivals 
comprised 95,416 domestic 
and 9,630 foreign tourists, 
he said. June also witnessed 
a significant increase, 
with 1,07,740 tourists vis-
iting Ladakh compared 
to 75,089 in June 2025, a 
growth of 43.48 per cent. 

The June 2026 arrivals com-
prised 1,01,060 domestic 
and 6,680 foreign tourists, 
the official said. 

The trend reflects the 
growing popularity of 
Ladakh as a destination 
for adventure, nature, 
spiritual and high-alti-
tude tourism, he added. 
Reacting to the increas-
ing tourist footfall, Lieu-
tenant Governor V K Sax-
ena attributed it to the 
sustained infrastructure 
development in Ladakh 
as well as the appeal of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to citizens to pro-
mote domestic tourism. 
“The fact that Ladakh has 
crossed the 1-lakh mark 
in tourist arrivals for two 
successive months and 
has already achieved 
more than 98 per cent of 
the entire 2025 footfall by 
the end of July is a very 
encouraging milestone. 

FASTFACTS

z Ladakh’s tourism 
sector continues 
to witness a strong 
upward trajectory, with 
tourist arrivals crossing 
the 1-lakh mark for 
two successive months 
in June and July, an 
official said.

MURDER 

CRIME 

Labourer killed 
over unpaid 
wages

Man held for 
double murder

A 60-year-old man was 
allegedly shot dead in 
Bihar following a dispute 
over unpaid wages owed 
to his son, according to 
a report by PTI. The inci-
dent has led to political 
reactions, with Rashtriya 
Janata Dal leader Tejas-
hwi Yadav accusing the 
BJP-led state government 
of protecting criminals. 
The victim was report-
edly seeking payment of 
pending wages for his son 
when the dispute esca-
lated. Police have begun 
investigating the circum-
stances surrounding the 
killing and the allegations 
against those involved. 

A 65-year-old man has 
been arrested in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Raigarh district 
in connection with the 
alleged rape and murder 
of a woman and the kill-
ing of her 10-month-old 
daughter. Police arrested 
the accused, identified 
as Bhikariram Nagvan-
shi, on August 6 follow-
ing an investigation that 
continued for several 
weeks. According to offi-
cials, the case involved 
the death of the woman 
and her infant daugh-
ter, prompting police 
to launch an intensive 
probe. Investigators 
examined available 
evidence and informa-
tion before identifying 
and apprehending the 
accused. 

NEWSLINEElderly man 
shot dead 
over dispute
PATNA: A 60-year-old 
man was allegedly shot 
dead in Bihar following 
a dispute over unpaid 
wages owed to his son, 
according to a report by 
PTI. The incident has 
also triggered a political 
reaction, with Rashtriya 
Janata Dal leader Tejas-
hwi Yadav accusing the 
BJP-led state government 
of failing to control crime.

According to the 
reported details, the 
victim had reportedly 
gone to seek payment 
of pending wages due to 
his son. A dispute alleg-
edly developed during 
the interaction and later 
escalated, resulting in 
the man being shot.

Police have started 
an investigation into the 
killing and are examining 
the circumstances sur-
rounding the incident. 
Officers are expected to 
question witnesses and 
collect evidence to iden-
tify those responsible 
and establish the exact 
sequence of events.

The incident has 
become a political issue 
in Bihar, with Tejashwi 
Yadav criticising the 
state government over 
the law-and-order sit-
uation. He alleged that 
criminals were receiv-
ing protection under 
the BJP-led government. 
The police investigation, 
however, will determine 
the facts of the case and 
establish responsibility 
for the killing. 

BJP chief Nitin 
Nabin urges people 
to donate bloods

Govt examines Meta platform status

Press Trust Of India

BJP national president 
Nitin Nabin on Satur-
day urged people to 
donate blood, calling it 
a “ritual” and a “sacred 
way to strengthen 
brotherhood”.

GURUGRAM: Gurugram  
BJP national president 
Nitin Nabin on Saturday 
urged people to donate 
blood, calling it a “rit-
ual” and a “sacred way to 
strengthen brotherhood”. 
He also said the new gen-
eration’s involvement in 
this campaign is a positive 
sign, describing them as 
the future of the country, 
and urged them to take 
the pledge of de-addic-

tion and donate blood.  
He made these remarks 
at Om Shanti Retreat Cen-
tre (ORC) in Bhora Kalan 
near Manesar, where he 
was the chief guest at the 
launch of the ‘Blood Dona-
tion Maha Abhiyan’ orga-
nised by the social service 
division of the Brahma 
Kumaris Institute. Accord-
ing to an official statement, 
Nabin praised the efforts 
of Brahma Kumaris, say-
ing that the organisation 
has been serving as an  
inspirational pillar in 
achieving big goals by 
maintaining a calm mind 
in difficult situations.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre is 
examining whether Meta’s 
recommendation system, 
which decides what con-
tent is shown to users, 
affects its status as an inter-
mediary under Indian law. 

The issue concerns how 
digital platforms select 
and recommend content 
to users. Government 
officials are examining 
whether a platform that 
actively determines what 
users see should continue 
to receive protections 

available to intermediaries 
or face greater responsibil-
ity for published content. 
The development could 
have wider implications 
for social media compa-
nies and their obligations 
under India’s digital regu-
latory framework. 

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: The Shri Amar-
nath Ji Yatra from Jammu 
towards Baltal has been 
suspended today in view 
of prevailing bad weather 
and difficult road con-
ditions at several places 
along the Jammu-Srina-
gar National Highway. 
The decision has been 
taken as a precautionary 
measure to ensure the 
safety of pilgrims travel-
ling towards the Baltal 
base camp.

Officials said the 
weather conditions 
and the condition of 
the highway have made 
movement difficult at 
several locations. The 
suspension will remain in 
place until the situation 
improves and authorities 
are satisfied that the road 
is safe for the movement 
of pilgrims.

Despite the suspen-
sion of the Jammu-Bal-
tal route, the pilgrim-
age from Baltal towards 
the Holy Cave shrine is 
continuing as usual. Pil-
grims who had already 
reached Baltal and were 
prepared to undertake 
the onward journey have 
been permitted to pro-
ceed towards the shrine. 
Around 2,500 yatris per-

formed Darshan at the 
Holy Cave since morning, 
officials said. The con-
tinued movement from 
Baltal indicates that con-
ditions along the route 
to the shrine remain suit-
able for pilgrims already 
present at the base camp.

The pilgrims who had 
completed Darshan at 
the Holy Cave were also 

allowed to leave Baltal 
and proceed towards 
Jammu. This arrange-
ment is aimed at man-
aging the movement of 
pilgrims and preventing 
unnecessary congestion 
at the base camp while 
ensuring that those who 
have completed the pil-
grimage can return safely.

The Amarnath Yatra 
attracts thousands of dev-
otees from different parts 
of the country every year. 
Pilgrims travel through 
designated routes to reach 
the cave shrine, with Bal-
tal serving as one of the 
principal access points.

Weather conditions 
play an important role 
in regulating the pilgrim-
age, particularly because 

the routes pass through 
mountainous terrain and 
can become difficult to 
navigate during periods 
of rain or other adverse 
conditions. Authori-
ties regularly monitor 
weather and road con-
ditions before allowing 
large groups of pilgrims 
to move.

The temporary sus-
pension of the Jam-
mu-Baltal movement is 
therefore intended to 
minimise risks to pilgrims 
and maintain safe traffic 
movement on the high-
way. Officials are moni-
toring the situation and 
are expected to review 
the arrangements as 
weather and road condi-
tions change.

Amarnath Yatra stopped 
from Jammu due to weather 
The Amarnath pilgrimage from Jammu towards Baltal was suspended 

today due to bad weather and difficult road conditions.

FASTFACTS

z Pilgrims already at 
Baltal continued their 
journey towards the 
Holy Cave.

z Around 2,500 
pilgrims performed 
Darshan at the Holy 
Cave since morning.

FASTFACTS

z He also said the 
new generation’s 
involvement in this 
campaign is a positive 
sign, describing them 
as the future of the 
country, and urged 
them to take the 
pledge of de-addiction 
and donate blood. 

|  L A D A K H - T O U R I S M  |



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

The rapid growth of digital 
information has created 
new challenges for librar-

ies in preserving knowledge. 
Unlike printed books, which can 
survive for decades or centuries 
under proper conditions, digi-
tal files can become inaccessible 
even when they are physically 
intact. Changes in computer 
hardware, obsolete software, 
evolving file formats, storage-
media failure, data corruption, 
cyberattacks, and institutional 
neglect can all threaten digi-
tal heritage. Therefore, digital 
preservation is not simply a mat-
ter of taking backups; it is a con-
tinuous process of preserving the 
bit-level information, context, 
authenticity, and structure of dig-
ital resources so that future gen-
erations can access and under-
stand them.

The first requirement is a com-
prehensive digital preservation 
policy. A library or archive must 

clearly determine what digital 
resources should be preserved, 
their priorities, retention periods, 
storage systems, responsibilities, 
and conditions for format migra-
tion. Without a formal policy, 
preservation often depends on 
individual staff members, creat-
ing risks when personnel change.

An important international 
model is the Open Archival Infor-
mation System (OAIS), which pro-
vides a systematic framework for 
receiving, preserving, managing, 
and providing access to digital 
information. It emphasizes that 
digital preservation is a continu-
ing management process rather 
than a one-time activity.

The choice of file formats is 
another important aspect. For 
long-term preservation, libraries 
should, where possible, prefer 
open, documented, standard-
ized, and widely used formats. 
Portable Document Format for 
Archiving (PDF/A), Tagged Image 
File Format (TIFF), and Com-
ma-Separated Values (CSV) may 
be appropriate for particular 
types of documents, images, and 
structured data. However, format 
selection should always depend 
on the nature of the resource, 
user requirements, and techno-
logical environment.

Format migration is a major 
preservation strategy. It involves 
converting files from obsolete or 
endangered formats into newer, 
sustainable formats. Although 

migration improves future acces-
sibility, it can sometimes result 
in the loss of information or 
structural characteristics. There-
fore, every migration should be 
documented and the original file 
should be preserved whenever 
possible.

Another strategy is emulation, 
which recreates an older comput-
ing environment within a mod-
ern technological environment. 
This can be particularly useful for 
interactive digital resources, old 
software, computer games, and 
research materials dependent on 
specialized applications. While 
migration changes the format or 
technological environment, emu-
lation can help preserve the origi-
nal behavior of a digital object.

Maintaining multiple copies in 
geographically separate locations 
is essential for reducing the risk of 
data loss. Fire, floods, hardware 
failure, human error, and cyber-
attacks can destroy data stored in 

a single location. Libraries should 
therefore maintain multiple cop-
ies using different storage media 
and locations. Regular integrity 
checks using checksums and 
hash values are also necessary 
to confirm that preserved copies 
remain unchanged.

Metadata is fundamental to 
digital preservation. A file name 
alone cannot provide sufficient 
information for future users. 
Details such as the creator, cre-
ation date, device, file format, 
origin, changes made, and meth-
ods used to verify authenticity 
should be documented. Preser-
vation Metadata: Implementation 
Strategies (PREMIS) provides an 
important framework for manag-
ing preservation metadata.

Preserving the authenticity 
and history of digital objects is 
equally important. Audit trails, 
version control, persistent iden-
tifiers, and hash values can 
help establish who changed a 

file, when it was changed, and 
whether the preserved object 
remains authentic. Digital preser-
vation must therefore protect not 
only the file but also its history 
and provenance.

Cybersecurity has become 
an integral part of digital preser-
vation. Ransomware, unautho-
rized access, data deletion, and 
account misuse can seriously 
damage digital collections. Access 
controls, multi-factor authenti-
cation, network security, offline 
backups, continuous monitoring, 
and disaster recovery plans are 
therefore essential.

Finally, technology alone 
cannot ensure successful digital 
preservation. Skilled library pro-
fessionals are required to man-
age digital curation, metadata, 
data management, file formats, 
preservation standards, digital 
rights, and cybersecurity. Con-
tinuous professional training is 
therefore essential.

The ultimate objective of dig-
ital preservation is not merely to 
store the past but to make mean-
ingful knowledge available to the 
future. It requires the integration 
of institutional policy, technolog-
ical infrastructure, professional 
expertise, legal awareness, finan-
cial sustainability, and ethical 
responsibility. Only through such 
a comprehensive approach can 
today’s digital records become 
reliable historical sources for 
future generations.

“Strength is life, weakness is death. Courage and boldness 
are the keys to immortal success.”

[ Swami Vivekananda  ]

Established  1974  Volume  51  No. 305
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The United States Senate’s overwhelming 86-11 
approval of the Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning 
Russia and Iran Act of 2026 reflects Washing-

ton’s determination to intensify pressure on Moscow. 
Yet the legislation’s most powerful provision—allowing 
President Donald Trump to impose tariffs of up to 
100 per cent on goods from the five largest importers 
of Russian oil and gas—could produce consequences 
extending far beyond Russia. China, India, Azerbaijan, 
Hungary and Slovakia currently constitute the five 
leading buyers of Russian energy. The bill effectively 
asks these countries to choose between access to the 
American market and affordable Russian supplies. 
Although such economic pressure may reduce the 
revenue supporting Russia’s war in Ukraine, a blanket 
tariff threat risks punishing nations whose energy 
choices are shaped by affordability, security and 
domestic development needs. India, in particular, 
has repeatedly defended its Russian oil purchases 
as essential to maintaining stable prices for a vast 
population. Treating New Delhi in the same manner 
as strategic adversaries would disregard the grow-
ing importance of the India-US partnership. It could 
also disrupt supply chains, raise prices for Ameri-
can consumers and encourage affected countries to 
strengthen alternative trading arrangements. The 
legislation appropriately targets Russian officials, 
oligarchs, financial institutions and President Vladimir 
Putin. Its extension of the Iran Sanctions Act until 
2031 also signals continued opposition to investments 
supporting Iran’s energy sector. However, granting 
any president sweeping tariff authority demands 
robust congressional oversight. Critics are justified in 
warning that sanctions intended to constrain Russia 
could be redirected into a broader trade campaign. 
The bill, championed by the late Republican Senator 
Lindsey Graham and Democratic Senator Richard 
Blumenthal, carries considerable symbolic weight. 
Honouring Graham’s support for Ukraine, however, 
should not prevent careful scrutiny when the House 
reconvenes on August 31. Effective sanctions must 
be precise, coordinated and capable of changing 
behaviour. Washington should consult affected part-
ners, provide realistic timelines for energy diversifi-
cation and protect ordinary consumers. Russia must 
face accountability for its aggression, but diplomatic 
allies and trading partners should not become collat-
eral damage in an economic confrontation. A sound 
policy isolates the aggressor without weakening the 
international coalition required to secure peace.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

No One Can Stand 
Above Law

No Needles, No Blood: A New Breath 
Test Could Detect Diabetes

The legal battle involving journalist Tarun Tejpal 
has drawn attention after the Goa Bench of the 
Bombay High Court questioned aspects consid-

ered by the Mapusa Sessions Court while acquitting 
him of sexual assault charges earlier. From the filing 
of the charge sheet to the present proceedings, the 
case has moved at a painfully slow pace, underscoring 
the delays that burden India’s justice system. The case 
also demonstrates why influence and connections 
should never be allowed to 
weaken the rule of law. Tejpal’s 
apology to the complainant, 
described by the High Court as 
an explicit admission, remains 
a significant element of the 
proceedings. Equally troubling 
was the manner in which a 
founding member of Tehelka 
sought to defend him, raising 
serious questions about institu-
tional responsibility, ethics and 
support for survivors. The Goa Police, meanwhile, 
deserves recognition for pursuing the matter and 
apparently acting in accordance with legal procedure 
despite the profile of the accused. Such impartial-
ity is essential for sustaining public confidence in 
law-enforcement agencies and the courts. Tejpal has 
indicated that he may approach the Supreme Court. 
Attention will therefore turn to how the country’s 
highest court examines the arguments and evidence. 
Whatever the outcome, the case reinforces a funda-
mental principle: status, influence and connections 
cannot place anyone beyond accountability.
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Indian innovations strengthen fight against snakebites
Snakebite remains a serious public health threat in rural India, particu-
larly for farmers and others frequently exposed to natural habitats. The 
AI-powered Kisan Mitra Chhadi, a smart walking stick, detects snakes 
from a safe distance and warns users about venomous species. Mean-
while, Bhatt Biotech India has developed a Snake Venom Rapid Test Kit 
that measures venom levels in a victim’s blood within two minutes. The 
kit is already being introduced in several hospitals across the country 
for faster clinical treatment.

Nabnit Panigrahi, Rayagada, Odisha

Political optics around Wangchuk’s hunger strike
Sonam Wangchuk’s wife, Gitanjali J. Angmo, said Rahul Gandhi did not respond 
positively when asked to offer Wangchuk juice to end his 26-day hunger strike. 
Her criticism of Gandhi’s separate protest appeared misplaced, since he had con-
demned Wangchuk’s removal from Jantar Mantar and raised examination irregu-
larities in Parliament. Wangchuk later ended his fast after government assurances 
on reforms and protection for protesters. Gandhi’s absence may ultimately have 
prevented political opponents from portraying the occasion as staged political 
theatre or opportunism.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, Faridabad
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minute concentrations of chem-
icals with remarkable sensitivity.

The newly developed sensor 
is designed to recognize ace-
tone molecules in breath while 
minimizing interference from 
other gases. This high sensitivity 
improves the reliability of the test 
and may enable earlier detection 
of diabetes than conventional 
symptom-based diagnosis.

Scientists continue to refine 
the technology to improve accu-
racy under different environmen-
tal conditions and among people 
with varying health conditions.

A Tool for Early Detection
One of the biggest challenges 

in diabetes management is that 
many individuals remain undi-
agnosed for years because early 
symptoms can be mild or absent. 
By the time diabetes is discov-
ered, complications may already 
have begun.

A simple breath test could 
make routine screening more 
accessible in schools, workplaces, 
community health camps, phar-
macies, and rural healthcare 
centers. Early diagnosis allows 
patients to adopt healthier life-
styles, begin treatment sooner, 
and reduce the risk of long-term 
complications.

Current Limitations
Although the technology is 

highly promising, researchers 
emphasize that it is still undergo-
ing clinical evaluation. Large-s-
cale studies involving people of 
different ages, ethnicities, and 
medical conditions are necessary 
before the device becomes part of 
routine healthcare.

At present, breath testing 
should be viewed as a potential 

screening tool rather than a com-
plete replacement for standard 
blood glucose tests. Physicians 
will continue to rely on estab-
lished laboratory tests to confirm 
a diagnosis until sufficient clinical 
evidence supports broader adop-
tion.

Beyond Diabetes
The potential of breath analy-

sis extends far beyond diabetes. 
Scientists around the world are 
developing breath-based diagnos-
tic tools for lung diseases, kidney 
disorders, liver conditions, infec-
tious diseases, and even certain 
cancers. Since many illnesses pro-
duce unique chemical signatures 
in exhaled breath, future medical 
check-ups may involve simply 
breathing into a handheld device.

Such innovations could make 
healthcare more accessible, 
affordable, and patient-friendly 
while reducing the burden on 
healthcare systems.

Looking Ahead
The development of a nano

-sensor capable of detecting dia-
betes through breath marks an 
exciting step toward the future of 
non-invasive medicine. Although 
further research and clinical val-
idation are required, the technol-
ogy has enormous potential to 
simplify diabetes screening and 
improve early diagnosis.

A future where a simple breath 
can reveal vital health information 
may not be far away. If success-
fully implemented, this innova-
tion could make diabetes testing 
quicker, safer, more comfortable, 
and accessible to millions of peo-
ple worldwide, demonstrating 
how advances in nanotechnology 
are reshaping modern healthcare.

Diabetes has become one 
of the fastest-growing 
lifestyle diseases in the 

world, affecting hundreds of mil-
lions of people. India is home to 
one of the largest populations of 
people living with diabetes, and 
the number continues to rise 
each year. Early diagnosis and 
regular monitoring are essential 
to prevent serious complications 
such as heart disease, kidney fail-
ure, nerve damage, and vision 
loss. Now, a remarkable scientific 
innovation may make diabetes 
testing simpler, faster, and com-
pletely painless.

Researchers have devel-
oped an advanced nano-sensor 
capable of detecting diabetes 
by analyzing a person’s breath 
rather than requiring a blood 
sample. This breakthrough could 
transform the way diabetes is 
screened and monitored, espe-
cially for people who dislike nee-
dles or need frequent testing.

How Can Breath 
Reveal Diabetes?

Human breath contains 
hundreds of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs), tiny chem-
ical molecules produced by the 
body’s metabolic processes. 
Changes in these compounds can 
provide valuable clues about a 
person’s health.

In people with diabetes, par-
ticularly when blood sugar levels 
are poorly controlled, the body 
produces higher levels of ace-
tone. This chemical enters the 
bloodstream and is eventually 
exhaled through the lungs. Sci-
entists have designed an ultra-
sensitive nano-sensor that can 
detect even very small amounts 

of acetone in exhaled breath, 
making it a potential biomarker 
for diabetes.

The test is simple. A person 
breathes into the device, and 
within seconds or minutes, the 
sensor analyzes the breath and 
estimates whether diabetes-re-
lated metabolic changes are pres-
ent.

Why Is This Technology 
Important?

Traditional diabetes testing 
usually involves pricking a fin-
ger to collect a drop of blood or 
taking blood samples in a labo-
ratory. While these methods are 
accurate, they can be uncomfort-
able, inconvenient, and discour-
aging for people who require reg-
ular monitoring.
A breath-based test offers 
several advantages:
* Completely non-invasive and 

painless
*  No needles or blood samples 

required
*  Quick results
*  Lower risk of infection
* Easier for children, older 

adults, and needle-phobic 
individuals

* Potentially suitable for home 
use and large-scale screening 
programs
If successfully commercial-

ized, this technology could 
encourage more people to 
undergo regular diabetes 
screening.

The Science Behind  
Nano-Sensors

Nano-sensors are extremely 
small devices engineered at the 
nanometer scale. Their tiny size 
gives them a very large surface 
area, allowing them to detect 

As knowledge increasingly moves online, libraries must adopt thoughtful preservation strategies to protect digital 
resources, ensure authenticity, and keep information accessible for future generations worldwide.
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RANCHI: Members of the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) clashed 
with police on Friday 
while attempting to break 
through barricades near 
the residence of Jhark-
hand Chief Minister 
Hemant Soren in Ranchi. 
The protest was orga-
nised in support of stu-
dents and job aspirants 
who have been demon-
strating against alleged 
irregularities in recruit-
ment examinations.

According to police 
officials, around 8 to 10 
ABVP members were 
detained after pro-
testers tried to cross 
the barricades. Those 
detained included ABVP 
office-bearers Pradeep 
Shekhawat, Pashupat-
inath Upmanyu and 
Prakash Tuti. Police said 
the detained protesters 
would be taken to Lalpur 
police station.

The protest march 
began at Dr Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee Uni-
versity and proceeded 
towards the Chief Minis-
ter’s residence. Deputy 
Superintendent of Police 
(Headquarters) Ajay 
Aryan said the protest-
ers were stopped near 
Sidho Kanho Park as a 
precautionary measure 
to prevent any untoward 
incident.The ABVP said 
the march was organised 
to express solidarity 

with students protesting 
alleged irregularities in 
the recruitment exami-
nation process. ABVP 
state secretary Prakash 
Tuti said the organisa-
tion stood firmly with the 
protesting students and 
had raised their demands 
through the march.

Tuti announced that 
the ABVP would orga-
nise a ‘Vidhan Sabha 
March’ on August 11 over 
the issue. He appealed 
to students, women 
and young people from 
across Jharkhand to par-
ticipate in large numbers. 
He said the organisation 
had questions for the 
state government and 
demanded accountabil-
ity over the concerns 
raised by students. The 
protesters raised slogans 
demanding the resig-

nation of Chief Minis-
ter Hemant Soren and 
cancellation of the 14th 
Jharkhand Public Ser-
vice Commission ( JPSC) 
examination.

An ABVP leader alleged 
that police were attempt-
ing to suppress the voice 
of protesting students. 
He said the organisa-
tion’s dispute was not 
with the police but with 
the government’s poli-
cies. According to him, 
students and job aspi-
rants had been protest-
ing at Jaipal Singh Munda 
Stadium for more than 

two weeks, demanding 
cancellation of the 14th 
JPSC examination.The 
situation escalated when 
the protesters reached 
a point around 500 
metres from the Chief 
Minister’s residence and 
attempted to move past 
the barricades. Police 
intervened, resulting in 
a scuffle between the two 
sides.The agitation over 
alleged irregularities in 
Jharkhand’s recruitment 
examinations entered 
its 15th day on Saturday. 
Talks between repre-
sentatives of the state 
government and pro-
testing students have so 
far failed to resolve the 
deadlock, with protest-
ers continuing to press 
for cancellation of the 
examination and action 
on their       allegations.

ABVP protest near CM 
residence turns rowdy

Members of the ABVP tried to break through the barricades to enter  CM Soren’s house.

Press Trust Of India

INDORE: Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) Surya Kant 
said on Saturday that the 
backlog of court cases in 
the country has improved 
significantly compared 
with the situation 10 or 
20 years ago. He said var-
ious technology-driven 
initiatives introduced to 
ensure speedy disposal 
of cases have produced 
“very good results.” 
Speaking to reporters, the 
CJI said there were sev-
eral reasons behind the 
pendency of cases, but 
efforts were being made 

to address them systemat-
ically. He emphasized that 
the judiciary had devel-
oped numerous tech-
nology-based schemes 
aimed at expediting case 
disposal and improv-
ing the efficiency of the 
justice delivery system. 
Responding to a question 
about allegations that 
some harassment cases 
filed by women are false, 
CJI Surya Kant said no 
general conclusion could 
be drawn on the issue. He 
stressed that every case 
has to be examined on the 
basis of its specific facts 
and circumstances.
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BENGALURU: Karnataka Home Minister 
Priyank Kharge on Saturday said the 
state government would take action 
concerning the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) within the legal 
framework. He said the government 
was studying the organisation’s history 
and functioning before deciding its 
next course of action.

Speaking to reporters, Kharge said 
he had not expected a response from 
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat to his letter 
raising several issues, including the 
organisation’s registration. He reit-
erated that whatever action the gov-
ernment takes would strictly follow 
the law.Kharge said the government 
needed time to study the RSS and its 
century-long history before proceed-
ing further. He claimed that the organ-
isation was currently outside the legal 
framework and said he intended to 
bring it within the framework.

Taking a dig at Bhagwat’s recent 
interaction with Gen-Z participants, 
Kharge questioned whether the RSS 
was now extending support to young 
people after alleged police action 
against protesters. He also questioned 
the organisation’s authority to issue 

certificates describing individuals 
as patriots or traitors. “Can I decide 
whether someone is a patriot or a trai-
tor?” Kharge asked, questioning who 
had authorised the RSS to make such 
judgments about citizens.

When asked what action would fol-
low if Bhagwat did not respond to his 
letter, Kharge said the government 
would proceed according to its plan 
but declined to disclose details. He 
said revealing the proposed action in 
advance would undermine its legal and 
strategic significance.

Kharge’s remarks indicate that the 
Karnataka government is examining 
possible measures concerning the RSS 
while maintaining that any action will 
remain within the provisions of law.

KHARGE’S SCATHING ATTACK ON RSS
Karnataka govt reviewing RSS history,  

says Priyank Kharge

“Access to Justice has never been 
built by laws alone. It begins with a 
conversation. Before justice can be 
delivered, people must feel heard.” 

Surya Kant 
Chief Justice of India
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Shiv Sena (UBT) chief, 
Uddhav Thackeray has 
launched a scathing 
attack on PM Modi. 

MUMBAI: Shiv Sena (UBT) 
chief Uddhav Thackeray on 
Saturday criticised Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
over his meeting with six 
MPs who had left his party 
and joined the Eknath Shin-
de-led Shiv Sena. Thack-
eray alleged that while the 
Prime Minister had time 
to meet “traitors”, he was 
unwilling to meet protest-
ing youngsters raising con-
cerns about their future.

The remarks came a day 
after Modi hosted a break-
fast meeting with MPs from 
NDA constituents. Later, 
Maharashtra Deputy Chief 

Minister Eknath Shinde 
and six newly inducted 
MPs of his party met the 
Prime Minister.

Addressing a press 
conference, Thackeray 
questioned whether the 
meeting was intended to 
influence or “scare” the 
Supreme Court, where 
petitions filed by the Sena 
(UBT) challenging the Elec-
tion Commission’s recogni-
tion of the Shinde faction 
as the “real Shiv Sena” are 
being heard. He said his 
party would raise the issue 

before the apex court and 
expressed confidence that 
the court’s verdict would 
be based on the Constitu-
tion.Thackeray also ques-
tioned whether the Prime 
Minister was attempting to 
send a message to the judi-
ciary, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah or Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis. The Sena (UBT) 
petition also challenges 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla’s decision recognising 
the merger of six MPs with 
the rival Shiv Sena.

Describing the current 
political situation as the 
“calm before the storm”, 
Thackeray referred to pro-
tests by Gen Z and alleged 
that young demonstrators 
had faced excessive police 
action during the Sansad 
Chalo march.

Uddhav slams PM Modi 
over protesting youth 

|  U D D H A V ’ S  A T T A C K  O N  P M  M O D I  |

SHIMLA: The BJP organised a state-level 
‘Tiranga Yatra’ in Shimla on Saturday to 
commemorate the 80th year of India’s 
Independence and promote patriotism, 
national unity, and integrity. Hundreds 
of party workers participated in the 
march, which was led by Himachal 
Pradesh Assembly Leader of Opposition 
Jai Ram Thakur and Shimla MP Suresh 
Kashyap. The yatra began from the 
CTO and concluded near the statue of 
Mahatma Gandhi at The Ridge. 

Addressing the gathering, Suresh 
Kashyap said the event was an opportu-
nity to remember and honour the lakhs 
of freedom fighters, brave soldiers, and 
martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the 
nation and the dignity of the Tricolour. 
He urged citizens to actively participate 
in the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign and 
display the national flag at their homes.
Kashyap also criticised the Congress 
and its allies for repeatedly disrupting 
Parliament during the ongoing Mon-
soon Session. He said MPs wanted to 
raise issues concerning development, 
natural disasters, and public grievances, 
but repeated disruptions were wasting 
valuable parliamentary time.

NEW DELHI: Delhi 
Lieutenant Gover-
nor Taranjit Singh 
Sandhu sought feed-
back from represen-
tatives of major mar-
kets on issues such 
as unauthorised encroachments, traf-
fic congestion and parking manage-
ment, stressing the need to keep the 
capital’s commercial hubs accessible, 
clean and orderly. 

Sandhu interacted with repre-
sentatives of market and traders’ 
associations from prominent areas 
including Sarojini Nagar, Lajpat 
Nagar, Connaught Place, Mori Gate 
and Chandni Chowk. 

During the meeting, traders high-
lighted several problems affecting 
businesses, shoppers and daily activ-
ities, particularly encroachments, 
traffic snarls and inadequate park-
ing arrangements. The Lieutenant 
Governor also sought first-hand 
feedback on the effectiveness of the 
‘Jan Sunwai’ programme being con-
ducted by Delhi Police at police sta-
tions across the city. 

TIRANGA YATRA FEEDBACK

BJP’s Shimla Tiranga 
Yatra celebrates 80 
years of freedom

Delhi LG seeks traders’ 
inputs on capital’s  
civic crisis

Nation
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z During a scuffle 
with the police, 
8-10 members were 
detained.

Cattle 
transport 
team attacked 
JAMMU: Five persons, 
including a man and four 
workers transporting 
police-seized bovine ani-
mals through a hilly route, 
were allegedly attacked by 
cow vigilantes in Bilawat 
village of Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Ramban dis-
trict, officials said. Shakeel 
Ahmad of Maitra village 
said he had been handed 
23 bovine animals seized 
by police and was tak-
ing them to Ramban on 
August 4 when a group 
allegedly intercepted and 
assaulted them with sticks 
around 8 pm. Despite 
showing police docu-
ments, the group allegedly 
accused them of bovine 
smuggling, snatched 
two mobile phones and 
attacked them.Ahmad 
said several people were 
injured, with 20-year-old 
Gafoor reportedly sustain-
ing serious injuries and 
undergoing treatment. 

Polish 
delegation 
visits WW-II 
memorial site
PUNE: A high-level par-
liamentary delegation 
from Poland visited 
Maharashtra’s Kolha-
pur district to review 
the proposed Valivade 
Museum of Humanity 
and Peace, which will 
commemorate the shel-
ter provided to nearly 
5,000 Polish refugees 
during World War II 
between 1942 and 1948.
Hosted by former Rajya 
Sabha member Samb-
hajiraje Chhatrapati, 
historian and Polish Par-
liament (Sejm) adviser 
Dr Malgorzata Bon-
ikowska paid floral trib-
utes at the Polish Memo-
rial Pillar and visited the 
Polish cemetery. 

The proposed 
museum aims to pre-
serve this shared 
humanitarian legacy 
while promoting peace, 
compassion and inter-
national friendship.

No contagion 
found in E20 
petrol
MUMBAI: Oil Marketing 
Companies (OMCs) have 
said nationwide inten-
sive testing of E20 petrol 
found no evidence to sub-
stantiate recent claims 
of excessive chloride or 
moisture contamination 
in the fuel, and that sam-
ples tested across the 
supply chain remained 
within prescribed quality 
limits.

The testing was under-
taken following recent 
media reports alleging 
the presence of moisture 
and chloride in etha-
nol-blended motor spirit 
(EBMS), or E20 petrol. 
OMCs said the additional 
surveillance covered the 
entire supply chain, from 
refineries and distilleries 
to depots, tank trucks 
and retail outlets.“Based 
on extensive random test-
ing through scientifically 
designed tests, the evi-
dence shows that there is 
no cause for any alarm on 
account of fuel contami-
nation,” the OMCs said.

CJI praises tech impact 
as decades-old case 
backlog shrinks



Central Chronicle News

R yan Murphy’s ‘The 
Shards’ is a slow-burning 
psychological thriller 

that blends mystery, nostalgia 
and coming-of-age drama into 
an absorbing eight-episode 
series. Adapted from Bret Eas-
ton Ellis’ acclaimed novel, the 
show focuses less on solving 
crimes and more on explor-
ing memory, fear and emo-
tional uncertainty. Set in Los 
Angeles during 1981, the story 
follows privileged teenager 
Bret, whose seemingly per-
fect life changes after myste-
rious transfer student Robert 
Mallory joins his school. At 
the same time, a serial killer 
called The Trawler spreads 
panic across the city. As Bret 
becomes increasingly suspi-
cious of Robert, his memories, 
fears and assumptions begin 
merging, making it difficult 
to separate truth from imag-

ination. Igby Rigney delivers 
a subtle and convincing per-
formance as Bret, capturing 
teenage vulnerability with-
out unnecessary melodrama. 

Homer Gere is equally effec-
tive as Robert, whose quiet 
confidence and mysterious 
personality keep viewers 
questioning his true intentions 
throughout the series. Their 
performances create the emo-
tional foundation that drives 
the story. Murphy’s visual 
style perfectly complements 
the narrative. Luxurious 
homes, fashionable costumes 
and an evocative soundtrack 
recreate the early 1980s while 
hiding an unsettling darkness 

beneath the glamorous sur-
face. The series also acknowl-
edges the approaching AIDS 
crisis, adding emotional 
weight without distracting 
from the central plot. Rather 
than depending on constant 
twists, The Shards builds sus-
pense through atmosphere, 
silence and psychological ten-
sion. Its measured pacing may 
not satisfy viewers expecting 
nonstop thrills, but patient 
audiences will appreciate its 
layered storytelling and emo-
tional complexity. Although 
the series occasionally feels 
indulgent, its thoughtful writ-
ing, memorable performances 
and haunting mood make it an 
engaging watch. Stylish, emo-
tionally resonant and intellec-
tually rewarding, The Shards 
stands among Ryan Murphy’s 
finest creations, leaving audi-
ences reflecting on its mys-
teries long after the finale  
concludes.

HIGHLIGHT

z Ryan Murphy delivers a 
haunting mystery wrapped 
in style and psychological 
tension.

THE SUNDAY REVIEW

This tale 
impeccably 

blends a  
pet & it’s 
human 

Weekend
PixelView

WHAT TO WATCH HOME BOUND

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

‘The Shards’ haunts but  
wraps in sheer nostalgia 

Oh My Dog releases in theatres on August 7.

The Super 
Mario 
Galaxy 

Cast:  Chris 
Pratt, Anya 
Taylor-Joy, 
Charlie Day, 
Jack Black, 
Brie Larson 
and Benny 
Safdie 
 

Where to watch: JioHotstar, Mario, Luigi and their 
friends embark on an exciting cosmic adventure to 
rescue Princess Rosalina from the clutches of Bowser 
and Bowser Jr. As they journey across dazzling galaxies, 
they encounter thrilling new worlds, unexpected allies 
and fan-favourite characters, including Yoshi and Fox 
McCloud. Packed with colourful animation, action, 
humour and heartfelt moments, the family entertainer 
promises an enjoyable ride for audiences of all ages.

Our Sticky Love

Cast: Jung Hae-in, 
Ha Young and Heo 
Sung-tae
Where to watch:  
Where to watch: 
Streaming on Netflix. 
a determined 
prosecutor loses 
her memory after a 
freak accident and 
ends up living with 
a small-town boxing 
coach who insists he 
is her boyfriend. As 
she slowly uncovers 
her forgotten past 
and investigates a dangerous crime syndicate, unexpected 
feelings begin to grow between them. Blending romance, 
mystery, humour and emotional moments, Our Sticky Love 
delivers a charming K-drama filled with suspense, warmth and 
heartwarming relationships throughout.

Death Inc. 
Season 4
Cast:  Carlos 
Areces, 
Diego Martín 
and Amaia 
Salamanca
Where to watch: 
Streaming on 
Netflix, the final 
season of Death 
Inc. follows 

ambitious employee Dámaso as he continues plotting 
against the management while pursuing his own 
selfish goals. Meanwhile, Chemi introduces bold ideas, 
new uniforms and social media campaigns, as rival 
Vanesa makes one last attempt to acquire Torregrosa 
Funeral Home. Packed with dark humour, workplace 
chaos and unexpected twists, the Spanish comedy-
drama promises an entertaining and satisfying 
conclusion to the series.

Lenin
Cast: Akhil Akkineni, Bhagyashri Borse and Pramod Panju
Where to watch: Streaming on ZEE5, set in the 
village of Srirampuram, Lenin follows a courageous 
man determined to end generations of violence 
tied to a dangerous annual festival. Inspired by the 
Mahabharata, the action drama explores betrayal, 
revenge and redemption as he battles deep-rooted 
traditions threatening his community. Packed with 
emotional moments, powerful action sequences and 
gripping storytelling, the film delivers an intense tale 
of courage, sacrifice and hope.

Tumbadchi Manjula

Cast: Om Bhutkar, Jitendra Joshi and Sai Tamhankar
Where to watch: Streaming on ZEE5, adapted from the 
Kannada hit Su From So, Tumbadchi Manjula follows Keshav, 
a young man who pretends to be possessed by a spirit to 
settle a personal score. However, his harmless lie soon spirals 
into complete chaos, turning the entire village upside down. 
Blending comedy, mystery and supernatural elements, the 
Marathi entertainer promises an engaging mix of humour, 
unexpected twists and memorable characters.

Emotional rescue tale shines 
because of its lovable  

four-legged hero Oscar.

D irector Amit Rai’s 
Ohh My Dog is a 
heartwarming family 

entertainer celebrating the 
unbreakable bond between 
humans and their pets. 
Blending emotion, adven-
ture and social commentary, 
the film delivers a touching 
story, although its lengthy 
runtime and familiar sto-
rytelling prevent it from 
becoming truly exceptional. 

The narrative follows two 
brothers, Oscar and Momo, 
separated after losing 
their mother. While Momo 
grows up with a caring 
family, Oscar finds a home 
with Prince, a daily wage 
labourer who showers him 
with love despite limited 
means. Trouble begins when 
Momo is kidnapped and 
Prince goes missing, leading 

to two parallel rescue jour-
neys filled with suspense, 
emotion and hope. Oscar 
quickly becomes the film’s 
biggest attraction. His intel-
ligence, bravery and expres-
sive presence make every 
scene engaging, proving the 
four-legged star effortlessly 
carries much of the story. 
His determined search for 
Prince creates several mem-
orable moments that will 
especially appeal to animal 
lovers. 

The film also explores 
child exploitation, animal 
cruelty, illegal organ traf-
ficking and corruption. 
These themes add emotional 
weight, while humour and 
heartfelt interactions ensure 
the narrative never becomes 
overwhelmingly dark. Per-
formances are impressive 

overall. Maahi Rai shines 
as the clever young Apu, 
while Rajesh Kumar delivers 
a convincing performance 
as a grounded police offi-
cer. Pankaj Tripathi brings 
warmth in a supporting role 
despite limited screen time. 
However, some characters 
feel exaggerated, and a few 
stereotypes slightly weaken 
the overall impact.

The biggest drawback 
is the slow pacing, with 
several sequences stretch-
ing longer than necessary. 
Despite these flaws, Ohh My 
Dog remains an emotional, 
entertaining watch. Driven 
by Oscar’s irresistible charm 
and a heartfelt message 
about loyalty, courage and 
unconditional love, the film 
leaves viewers smiling after 
the credits roll.
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“My competition is 
against my over-critical 
self. Every project is about 
doing better than I did the 
last time, not about com-
peting with someone else.” 

Kajol 

HIGHLIGHT

z His inspiring message 
encourages consistent 
exercise over temporary 
fitness trends.
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SPECIAL OF THE WEEK

Legendary  
‘Push-Ups Man’ 

bats for  
consistency

Rohtash Chaudhary proves consistency builds 
extraordinary strength every day.

India’s ‘Push-ups Man’ is Rohtash ChaudharyA t a time when fitness 
trends come and go, 
Rohtash Chaudhary 

is proving that true strength 
is built on consistency. The 
41-year-old fitness enthusi-
ast from Delhi’s Khanpur has 
stunned the world by perform-
ing an astonishing 847 push-
ups in one hour while carrying 
a 60-pound (27.21 kg) weighted 
pack at Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dium, New Delhi, earning 
a Guinness World Record. 
What makes his achievement 
even more remarkable is his 
humility. There are no victory 
speeches or grand celebrations 
only gratitude. Chaudhary 
credits every success to the 
blessings of God and his late 
parents, saying their support 
continues to inspire him every 
single day. 

For him, fitness is not 
about chasing medals or social 
media fame. His philosophy is 
refreshingly simple: “Exercise 
is not a hobby; it is our need.” 
He believes regular physical 
activity is as essential as eating 
healthy food or getting enough 
sleep. According to him, even 
a few minutes of daily exer-
cise can transform both phys-
ical and mental well-being. 

Behind the record lies years of 
relentless training, unwavering 
discipline, and the determina-
tion to keep pushing beyond 
limits. Every push-up reflects 
countless hours of prepara-
tion, resilience, and self-belief. 
As young people increasingly 
spend hours glued to screens, 
Chaudhary’s journey is a pow-
erful reminder that strength 
is earned through daily effort, 

not shortcuts. His story 
encourages everyone to start 
where they are whether it’s a 
brisk walk, a morning jog, or a 
handful of push-ups.

Rohtash Chaudhary has 
done more than break a world 
record. He has sparked a move-
ment that inspires people to 
make fitness along commit-
ment. His message is clear: 
champions are not born in a 
day they are built via one disci-
plined workout at a time.

‘Lily padding’ is the latest workplace 
trend redefining how Gen Z approaches 
careers. Instead of staying in one job 
for years, many young professionals 
are switching roles frequently to gain 
new skills, explore industries, and 
accelerate growth. Reports suggest 
Gen Z spends just over a year in each 
job during the early stages of their 
careers, valuing learning and mean-
ingful opportunities over long tenure. 
While employers may worry about loy-
alty, many Gen Z workers see career 
mobility as a smart strategy in an 
evolving job market shaped by artificial 
intelligence, economic uncertainty, 
and changing workplace expectations.

Gen Z’s search for peace  
during busy workdays

For many Gen Z employees, workplace stress is becoming 
too overwhelming to 
ignore. Instead of pow-
ering through burnout, 
some are finding quiet 
corners like cinemas, 
fitting rooms, parks, 
and train stations to 
nap, cry, or simply reset 
before returning to 
work. Viral social media 
posts have highlighted 
this growing trend, 
reflecting the emotional 
pressure many young 
professionals face. 

Experts say these coping mechanisms reveal a need for healthier 
workplace cultures, better mental health support, and improved 
work-life balance. Sometimes, a short escape isn’t about avoid-
ing work—it’s about finding enough calm to keep going.

I LILY PADDING |  

The latest career hack?  
It’s called ‘Lily Padding’

youthZone

|  NOSTALGIA | 

Five Powerful Principles for Truly Effective Leadership
E ffective leadership begins 

with clarity, energy, trust, 
accountability, and resil-

ience. The Five P’s framework—
Purpose, Passion, People, 
Performance, and Persistence—
brings these essential qualities 
together in a practical guide for 
leading teams and achieving 
meaningful results. Purpose 
establishes direction, while 
passion inspires commitment. 
People-centered leadership 
builds trust and unlocks poten-
tial. Performance turns shared 
goals into measurable progress, 
and persistence helps teams 
navigate setbacks with confi-
dence. Together, these prin-
ciples enable leaders to align 
everyday actions with a larger 
mission, create supportive 
cultures, raise standards, and 
sustain momentum through 
change, uncertainty, and chal-
lenge in today’s demanding 
and rapidly evolving global 

organizational landscape.
Purpose

Define the “Why”: A clear 
mission gives daily tasks deeper 
meaning.

Align the Team: Keeps 
everyone pointed toward the 
same destination.

Act as a Compass: Guides 
choices during times of heavy 
stress or change. 

Passion
Fuel Energy: Genuine 

enthusiasm motivates and 
inspires workers.

Set the Tone: High morale 

spreads quickly through a dedi-
cated group.

Sustain Momentum: Keeps 
spirits up when projects face 
unexpected hurdles. 

People
Build Trust: Listen well and 

value unique team perspec-

tives.
Empower Others: Delegate 

tasks and support individual 
career growth.

Put Relationships First: 
Strong connections create 
loyal, high-energy teams.

 P erformance
Track Results: Balance 

clear accountability with daily 
empathy.

Set Clear Goals: Measure 
progress with regular, honest 
feedback.

Drive Excellence: Focus on 
continuous improvement and 
meeting targets. 

Persistence
Show Resilience: Face dif-

ficult challenges head-on with-
out quitting.

Learn from Failure: Treat 
mistakes as chances to adapt 
and grow.

Maintain Stability: Provide 
a steady anchor during corpo-
rate or structural storms.

Arattai launches 
free verification 
badges

Arattai has 
introduced a 
free Verification 
Program to help 
users identify 
genuine accounts. 
The platform 
offers three 
badges: the Blue 
Badge for public figures, businesses, brands, and 
media organisations, the Grey Badge for official 
government bodies, and the Green Badge for 
individuals who verify their identity through 
the Aadhaar app. There is no paid verification 
option. Arattai will regularly review verified 
accounts to maintain authenticity, making it 
easier for users to connect with trusted people 
and official profiles...

Brain Rot: 
The new 
digital 
epidemic?

Scrolling 
through 
endless reels, 
memes and 
short videos 
may feel 
harmless, but 
experts warn it can affect attention span, focus 
and memory. Popularly called “brain rot,” the 
term describes the mental fatigue caused by 
excessive low-quality digital content. While 
it is not a medical diagnosis, many young 
people relate to its effects. Taking regular 
screen breaks, reading books and spending 
time offline can help your brain recharge and 
improve concentration, creativity and overall 
mental well-being.

A new perspective on earth from space

Samantha 
Harvey’s 
Booker 
Prize-
winning 
Novel 
Orbital 
offers a 
unique 
view of 
Earth from space. Through a single day 
in the lives of six astronauts aboard the 
International Space Station, the book 
explores humanity, nature, and the 
environment beyond borders, politics, 
and war. Written in simple yet poetic 
language, it beautifully balances science 
with emotion. Rather than focusing on 
adventure, Orbital encourages readers 
to reflect on life and our fragile planet, 
making it a memorable read for anyone 
seeking a fresh perspective on the world.

POCO M8 
power 
makes 
budget 
sense

POCO M8 
Power packs 
plenty of 
value for 
its price. It 
offers a huge 
8,000mAh 
battery, 
a bright 
AMOLED display and four years of software 
updates, making it a strong option under 
25,000. Everyday tasks run smoothly, and 
the phone stays cool during regular use. 
However, the cameras are average, especially 
in low light, and th e mono speaker feels like 
a compromise. If long battery life and a great 
display are your priorities, this phone is an 
easy recommendation for budget buyers.

Madras checks make stylish comeback

Madras checks are back, proving that classic 
prints never go out of style. Once a wardrobe 
staple, this lightweight cotton pattern is returning 
in shirts, dresses, skirts and co-ord sets. Fashion 
lovers are embracing its colourful, relaxed vibe for 
everyday wear and vacations alike. Designers are 
giving the traditional weave a modern twist with 
fresh silhouettes and bold styling. Comfortable, 
breathable and effortlessly chic, Madras checks are 
becoming a must-have trend for anyone looking to 
add timeless charm to their wardrobe.

YOUTHCAREER
Dream career pathways
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SYDNEY: Australia head 
coach Andrew McDon-
ald believes the IPL 
can remain part of his 
players’ plans despite a 
demanding international 
schedule, provided work-
loads are managed care-
fully.

Australia begin a two-
Test home series against 
Bangladesh on Thursday 
and are scheduled to play 
20 Tests and 14 white-

ball matches over the 
next year. The 2027 IPL 
is expected between a 
five-Test tour of India and 
the World Test Champi-
onship final, ahead of the 
Ashes in England.

McDonald said expos-
ing leading players to the 
IPL, which he considers 
the strongest T20 com-
petition, provides perfor-
mance benefits. However, 
decisions will depend on 
fitness, form and mental 
fatigue.

Fast bowlers Pat Cum-
mins, Mitchell Starc and 

Josh Hazlewood will 
require particular atten-
tion. McDonald said med-
ical staff and coaches 
would help players make 
decisions that protect 
their bodies for priority 
assignments.

Australia’s experi-
ence in 2023 could guide 
planning after Cummins, 
Starc and Travis Head 
skipped the IPL before 
starring in the World Test 
Championship final and 
Ashes.

Press Trust Of India

Padikkal’s unbeaten 
142 headlines India’s 
357/8 as Jadeja scores 
63, Pant fails.

COLOMBO:   Devdutt 
Padikkal assured his spot 
in India’s playing eleven 
for the opening Test 
with a stylish century 
on the second day of the 
warm-up match against 
Sri Lanka Cricket XI, while 
seasoned Rishabh Pant 
and his understudy Dhruv 
Jurel failed to make the 
most of favourable batting 
conditions.

At the end of the sec-
ond day, India finished 
its first innings at 357 for 
eight in 90 overs. Padik-
kal’s artistic unbeaten 142 
and a gritty 63 (retired 
out) by veteran Ravindra 
Jadeja were the highlights, 
while Manav Suthar (41) 
also impressed with the 
bat on his maiden over-
seas international assign-
ment.

The pitch had become 
much easier to bat on, 
and Padikkal took full 
advantage, hitting 18 
delectable boundaries to 
show that he is ready to 
reclaim his rightful place 
now that first-choice No. 
3 batter Sai Sudharsan 
has been ruled out of 
the series after failing to 
recover in time from his 
big-toe injury.

With Yashasvi Jaiswal 
(0) falling off the second 
delivery of the day while 
attempting to flash at left-
arm seamer Vishwa Fer-

nando (1/42), KL Rahul 
(40) and Padikkal added 
96 for the second wicket.

While Rahul played 
himself in, the sinewy 
Padikkal was a treat to 
watch, opening with a 
couple of cover drives off 
fuller deliveries before 

unleashing some delec-
table cuts both in front 
of and behind point. He 
was particularly severe 
on right arm pacer Ishitha 
Wijesundara who was hit 
for multiple boundaries. 
Anything short from pac-
ers or spinners was pulled 

with a lot of disdain. The 
famous ‘Nataraja Shot’ 
also came out of the closet 
against the pacers.

The hallmark of Padik-
kal’s batting was the extra 
second he almost seems 
to have while deciding on 
his execution. His defence 

has also got tighter and 
the footwork against spin-
ners has been exemplary. 
A pull shot off off-spinner 
Ramesh Mendis brought 
up his ton in just 121 balls 
before he was asked to 
retire.

By then, he had added 
72 runs for the third 
wicket with Jadeja, who 
again showed why he is 
a valuable asset as a mid-
dle order batter overseas 
even as his spin bowling 
stocks has depleted quite 
considerably.

The biggest disappoint-
ment of the day was cer-
tainly Rishabh Pant (2) 
who once again played 
an indiscreet shot against 
off-spinner Mendis (2/77) 
trying to hit him against 
the turn over long-on. The 
leading edge flew to long-
off.

If Pant perished going 
for the offensive, Dhruv 
Jurel’s (1) technical inept-
ness against off-spinner 
was exposed once again 
after the South Africa Test 
series. A forward defen-
sive prod and the inside 
edge flew to short square 
leg fielder who caught it 
on second attempt.

But Manav Suthar, who 
is impressing everyone 
with his heart and com-
mitment joined Jadeja 
as the duo added 76 to 
steady the ship.

Towards the end, 
Padikkal once again came 
out to bat and added four 
more boundaries to his 
quota of 14 in company 
of Saransh Jain (22 retired 
out).

Ladakh Marathon 
to offer Rs 1 crore 
prize money

LEH: A record prize pool 
of Rs 1 crore will be on offer 
during the upcoming edition 
of the high-altitude Ladakh 
Marathon, the organisers 
announced on Saturday. The 
2026 edition, scheduled from 
September 10 to 13, is expected 
to attract over 10,000 visi-
tors, with participation from 
across the globe. “This year, 
the event will welcome run-
ners from 28 Indian states and 
six Union Territories, while 
international participants will 
represent all six inhabited 
continents, underlining the 
event’s growing stature on the 
global endurance calendar,” 
stated a press release. Sanjit 
Rodrigues, Administrative 
Secretary, Tourism & Cul-
ture, UT Ladakh, said, “The 
decision of the Hon’ble Lieu-
tenant Governor, UT Ladakh, 
to increase the prize pool to 
Rs 1 crore reflects our com-
mitment to strengthening the 
event’s global stature, promot-
ing sports tourism, and cre-
ating greater opportunity for 
athletes.” 

| MCDONALD BACKS IPL |

IPL can fit Australia schedule with careful workload balance: McDonald
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Ayush Shetty wel-
comes world No. 1 Shi 
Yu Qi challenge, says 
coach.

NEW DELHI: Ayush 
Shetty is relishing his 
difficult World Champi-
onships opener against 
China’s world No. 1 Shi 
Yu Qi, according to coach 
Sagar Chopda.

Shetty lost to Shi in 
straight games in this 
year’s Badminton Asia 
Championships final, 
but Chopda believes cir-
cumstances now favour 
the 21-year-old Indian. 
He said Shi has strug-
gled in recent tourna-
ments, while Shetty has 
improved steadily and 
will enjoy strong home 
support.

Chopda said Shetty 
welcomed the draw and 
showed no self-doubt. 

Facing the top seed 
immediately could also 
help before Shi adjusts to 
local conditions.

The Bengaluru-based 
coach highlighted Shet-
ty’s stronger defence, 

improved fitness and 
dangerous downward 
strokes. He urged the 
tall shuttler to trust his 
endurance and remain 
aggressive if the contest 
becomes prolonged.

Shetty endured several 
early exits after his conti-
nental breakthrough, but 
Chopda described them 
as part of his develop-
ment. Changes in training 
and demanding on-court 
sessions have required 
adjustment, while work 
with a sports psycholo-
gist has helped him man-
age expectations.

Chopda wants Shetty 
to enjoy debut but target 
a medal. He also backed 
Lakshya Sen as a proven 
big-match player.

| S H E T T Y  E Y E S  U P S E T |
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Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

Seeing Indian athletes win 
internationally is special; 
Ashish’s silver makes me 
proud, and achievement 

marks only the beginning 
of greatness.
Neeraj Chopra 

Two-time Olympic medallist
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GUIMARÃES JOINS ARSENAL

Arsenal signs Bruno Guimarães to 
strengthen Premier League title defense

LONDON: Arsenal completed the 
signing of Brazil midfielder Bruno 
Guimarães from Newcastle on Sat-
urday, reportedly paying 75 million 
pounds ($101 million). The 28-year-
old signed a long-term contract and 
said he wanted a fresh challenge, 
more trophies and a place in Arse-
nal’s history. Guimarães joined 
Newcastle from Lyon in January 
2022 and became one of the Pre-
mier League’s leading midfielders. 

He captained Newcastle and helped 
the club win the 2025 English 
League Cup, its first major domes-
tic trophy in 70 years, while twice 
securing Champions League qual-
ification. The Brazil international, 
who has 48 caps and an Olympic 
gold medal, joins Declan Rice in 
Arsenal’s midfield as the cham-
pions pursue consecutive league 
titles. His departure compounds 
Newcastle’s losses. PTI

Ayush Shetty embraces daunting 
Shi opener at World Championships

Padikkal seals No. 3 spot with 
stylish ton as Jaiswal, Pant fail

Devdutt Padikkal strengthened his claim for India’s opening Test berth with an unbeaten 142, 
while Rishabh Pant and Dhruv Jurel struggled in Colombo’s warm-up match.

SHILLONG: Everbrightson Sana struck a 
brace as Shillong Lajong FC cruised to 
a commanding 5-0 win over Mumbay 
FC in a Group E fixture of the Durand 
Cup. Apart from Sana, the other scor-
ers for winners were Abhay Gurung, 
Tremiki Lamurong and Figo Syndai. 
The win extends Shillong Lajong’s per-
fect start to the campaign and leaves 
them well placed at the summit of 
Group E with the group stage still to 

unfold. Langsning FC sit second on 
four points, with Nongkseh SS&CC 
third on one point. Mumbay FC, with-
out a point from their two outings so 
far, remain bottom of the table. For 
Mumbay FC, already searching for 
their first points, the task now is to 
regroup quickly and do so without 
their captain, whose evening ended 
long before his side’s difficulties truly 
began. PTI

DURAND CUP

Shillong Lajong FC go top of Group E 
with dominant win over Mumbay FC

JEMIMAH SUFFERS SETBACK

SUDHARSAN MISSES TESTS

NEW DELHI:  India batter Jemimah 
Rodrigues has been ruled out of the 
remainder of The Hundred after suf-
fering a hamstring injury while rep-
resenting Southern Brave, raising 
doubts over her availability for the 
Women’s T20 Asia Cup. Southern 
Brave confirmed on Saturday that 
Australian all-rounder Charli Knott 
had joined the squad as Rodrigues’ 
injury replacement for the rest of the 
competition. The franchise wished 
the Indian batter a speedy recovery 
in a social media post. Rodrigues, 25, 
scored 143 runs across six innings 
for Brave, averaging 35.75 at a strike 
rate of 131.19. Her highest score 
was an unbeaten 42. The Asia Cup 
begins on August 28, with defending 
champions India scheduled to open 
their campaign against Thailand on 
August 30. PTI

NEW DELHI: India top-order batter B Sai 
Sudharsan was on Saturday ruled out 
of the two-Test series against Sri Lanka 
after failing to recover fully from a big 
toe injury. Sudharsan sustained the 
injury during the second India A match 
against Sri Lanka A last month. He had 
scored two centuries in as many unof-
ficial Tests before beginning rehabil-
itation at the Centre of Excellence in 
Bengaluru. The Sports Science team 

said his condition had improved sig-
nificantly, but more biological healing 
was required for a safe return to Test 
cricket. It recommended gradually 
increasing his rehabilitation, strength 
work and cricket-specific loads under 
close supervision to prevent recur-
rence or further complications. Dev-
dutt Padikkal’s practice-match century 
makes him favourite for No. 3 posi-
tion. PTI

Jemimah Rodrigues exits Hundred as 
Asia Cup fitness doubts grow

Sai Sudharsan misses Sri Lanka Tests 
after injury recovery setback

“The IPL can fit our 
schedule, but player 

fitness, mental 
freshness and 

priority Test cricket 
must guide every 

final decision.” 
 Andrew McDonald 

Australia head coach

HIGHLIGHT

z  Shetty believes home 
support and improved 
fitness can unsettle top-
ranked Shi early.

z Coach Chopda urges 
World Championships 
debutant to target medal, 
not mere participation.
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Ashmita Chaliha beats 
teenage compatriot 
Rakshitha Ramraj 
21-13, 16-21, 21-13.
ASAN: Ashmita Chaliha 
reached her maiden BWF 
World Tour singles final 
after defeating teenage 
compatriot Rakshitha 
Ramraj 21-13, 16-21, 21-13 
in the Korea Masters 
Super 300 semifinals on 
Saturday.

The 26-year-old, 
returning strongly after 

a three-month absence 
caused by a medial 
meniscus tear in her right 
knee, secured victory in 
48 minutes. She had also 
reached the Macau Open 
semifinals following her 
comeback in May.

World No. 50 Ashmita 
will face China’s Han 
Qianxi in the title clash. 
Fourth-seeded Han, 
ranked 35, advanced 
after winning a three-
game semifinal lasting 65 
minutes.

Ashmita controlled 
the opening game after 

breaking away from 2-2 
and building a 13-6 advan-
tage. Her aggressive play 
and steady finishing 
earned a 21-13 win.

Rakshitha responded 
confidently in the sec-
ond game, moving ahead 
8-3 as Ashmita struggled 
with her lifts and com-
mitted errors. Although 
Ashmita reduced the 
deficit to 12-13, Rakshitha 
maintained pressure, 
used sharp cross-court 
smashes and forced a 
deciding game.

Ashmita then domi-

nated the decider, racing 
to 9-1 with three smashes 
and taking an 11-3 lead at 
the interval. Rakshitha 
briefly recovered after 
changing ends, narrow-
ing the gap to 7-12, but 
Ashmita regained control 
and advanced to 18-9.

Nine match points fol-
lowed before Rakshitha 
sent a shot wide, sealing 
Ashmita’s landmark vic-
tory.

The result contin-
ues a productive season 
for Indian badminton. 
Tanvi Sharma won the 

Taipei Open last Sunday, 
while Ayush Shetty, Lak-
shya Sen, Devika Sihag, 
Kidambi Srikanth, PV 
Sindhu, and doubles stars 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty have 
reached finals at major 
events.

Ashmita, coached 
by Park Tae-sang at the 
National Centre of Excel-
lence in Guwahati, had 
earlier stunned top seed 
and world No. 22 Hina 
Akechi of Japan in the 
quarterfinals, underlin-
ing her resurgence.
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BCCI secretary Devajit 
Saikia will review 
rehabilitation con-
cerns with VVS Lax-
man Sunday.

NEW DELHI: BCCI secre-
tary Devajit Saikia will visit 
the Centre of Excellence 
in Bengaluru on Sunday 
to review India’s growing 
injury crisis with Head of 
Cricket VVS Laxman.

India are without Jas-
prit Bumrah, B Sai Sudhar-
san, Harshit Rana, Nitish 
Kumar Reddy and Wash-
ington Sundar because 
of various injuries. Akash 
Deep has remained side-
lined longest after suffer-
ing a lower-back stress 
fracture.

White-ball specialists 
Hardik Pandya, Varun 
Chakravarthy and Prince 
Yadav are also undergo-
ing rehabilitation at the 
facility. The Sports Sci-
ence team has operated 
without a permanent head 
since Nitin Patel’s resigna-
tion in early 2025, increas-
ing pressure on staff man-
aging several recoveries.

Bumrah and Sudharsan 
were originally selected 
subject to fitness, but spe-
cialists adopted a cautious 
approach. Bumrah con-
tinues to experience fluid 
retention and swelling in 
his knee after an impact 
injury, while Sudharsan 
still feels pain in his big 

toe despite batting for 75 
minutes daily.

A BCCI source said 
Saikia and Laxman 
would assess rehabilita-
tion management and 
player return timelines. It 
remains unclear whether 
India head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir or selection 

chairman Ajit Agarkar 
will join the discussions 
online.

Questions have also 
emerged over coordina-
tion between the COE 
and selectors, particularly 
regarding players being 
released before com-
pleting required fitness 
benchmarks. The selec-
tors were reportedly ini-
tially informed that Bum-
rah and Sudharsan could 
feature in at least one Sri 
Lanka Test.

Harshit’s arrival in 
England reportedly over-
weight also concerned 
selectors. Meanwhile, Nit-
ish increased his bowling 
speed by seven to eight 
kilometres per hour, plac-
ing additional strain on 
his hamstring and quadri-
ceps.
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BCCI secretary Saikia 
to visit COE to take 
stock of injury crisis

Ashmita Chaliha reaches maiden BWF 
World Tour final at Korea Masters

Ashmita Chaliha defeated compatriot Rakshitha Ramraj in three games to 
enter her first BWF World Tour final at the Korea Masters in Asan on Saturday.

Press Trust Of India

India has won the 
men’s World Cup only 
once, in Kuala Lum-
pur in 1975 when they 
defeated Pakistan 2-1 
in the final.

NEW DELHI: India’s 1975 
World Cup heroes Ashok 
Kumar and Aslam Sher 
Khan have urged the 
hockey team to place 
country above individ-
ual ambition and end its 
51-year wait for a World 
Cup medal.

India won its title in 
Kuala Lumpur, defeating 
Pakistan 2-1 in the 1975 
final. Ashok scored the 
goal, while Aslam struck 
the equaliser against 
Malaysia in the semifinal.

Ashok said players 
must remember that vic-
tory and defeat belong 
to the country. Aslam 
encouraged them to com-
pete with patriotism, con-
fidence and a determina-
tion to win.

Both veterans recalled 
how bronze in 1971 and 
silver in 1973 intensified 
their hunger for gold. 
Aslam said the squad 
never considered itself 

inferior to Germany, Hol-
land or Australia.

The Netherlands and 
Belgium will host the 
World Cup from August 15 
to 30. Aslam believes India 
can return to the podium 
by reproducing the spirit 
shown while winning 
bronze in Tokyo and Paris.

Ashok advised quick 
decisions and extraordi-
nary effort from the for-
wards.

Play for the country, win 
at all costs: 1975 heroes 

| W O R L D  C U P  M E D A L | Jorge Messi, 
Lionel Messi’s 
father, dies
at 68
MONTEVIDEO:   Jorge 
Messi, the father of soccer 
star and Argentina captain 
Lionel Messi, died Saturday 
at a hospital in the central 
Argentina city of Rosario. 
He was 68. The Rosari-
o-based Club Atlético New-
ell’s Old Boys announced his 
death in a social media post 
that said he had undergone 
treatment in recent months 
for an unspecified illness. 
The post described him as 
“the pillar and the person 
who, with vision, rigor and 
affection, supported the 
career of the best player of 
all time, alongside his wife, 
Celia Cuccittini.” The South 
American Football Confed-
eration, CONMEBOL, in a 
statement also offered its 
condolences “with respect 
and affection for Lionel.”

FASTFACTS

z Multiple Indian 
players remain 
sidelined, increasing 
pressure on COE 
rehabilitation staff 
considerably.

z Saikia and Laxman 
will examine 
recovery timelines, 
communication and 
fitness clearances 
closely.

| D A V I S  C U P |

FASTFACTS 

z India earned second-
round place after 
dramatic 3-2 victory 
over Netherlands in 
Bengaluru.

z Korea chose hard 
courts for winner-
takes-all tie offering 
coveted Final Eight 
berth.
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India meet South 
Korea in Seoul for 
Davis Cup Final Eight 
berth.

NEW DELHI:   South Korea 
will host India on hard 
courts at Seoul’s Olympic 
Tennis Centre on Septem-
ber 18-19 in the Davis Cup 
Qualifiers second round.

India, ranked 19th, 
will face the 16th-ranked 
Koreans in a closely 
matched contest. Korea 
hold a narrow 6-5 advan-
tage in their head-to-head 
record. India will select 
their squad on August 10.

The teams last met in 
Chandigarh in 2016, when 

India secured a 4-1 victory 
on grass. India deliber-
ately chose that surface 
because Korean players 
are traditionally stronger 
on hard courts.

India reached this stage 
with a dramatic 3-2 vic-
tory over the Netherlands 
in Bengaluru in February. 

Dhakshineswar Suresh 
won both singles rubbers 
and partnered Yuki Bham-
bri successfully in dou-
bles. He then defeated Guy 
den Ouden 6-4, 7-6(4) in 
the deciding rubber.

The result carried India 
into the qualifiers’ second 
round for the first time 

since the current format 
began in 2019.

Korea also registered 
an upset, beating 2016 
champions Argentina 3-2 
in Busan. Kwon Soonwoo 
inspired their comeback 
despite completing mili-
tary service.

Korea to host India on hard 
courts in Qualifier Round 2

Head wins second straight 
Allan Border Medal

| JOINS ELITE LIST |
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Head pipped Carey by 
a single vote and fast 
bowler Mitchell Starc 
by three votes in the 
voting period that ran 
from January 29, 2025 
to January 8, 2026.

BRISBANE: Travis Head 
became only the fifth player 
to win consecutive Allan 
Border Medals after edging 
close friend Alex Carey in a 
neck-and-neck count for Aus-
tralia’s top men’s individual 
cricket award.

“(I felt) very privileged 
and honoured to have ‘AB’ 
(Border) in the room; that’s 
the difference (from last 
year’s presentation in Sri 
Lanka), is having him there to 

present it,” Head was quoted 
as saying in cricket.com.au 
after receiving his second 
straight medal from former 
Australia captain Allan Bor-
der at an event here on Fri-
day.

“To think that I’ve got two 
medals and my kids can look 
at them and I can tell them 
(about it) in 20 years’ time 
is pretty cool. To have both 
India and England series in 
there (for both medals) is 
cool,” he added.

Head pipped Carey by a 
single vote and fast bowler 
Mitchell Starc by three votes 
in the voting period that ran 
from January 29, 2025 to Jan-
uary 8, 2026.

The star batter’s decisive 
performance came in the 
New Year’s Test at the SCG, 

where he smashed 163, his 
third century of an Ashes 
series in which he made an 
unexpected switch to the 
opening position.

Head finished the voting 
period as Australia’s leading 
Test run-scorer and also the 
ODI side’s most prolific bat-
ter.

His other standout per-
formances included a 123 in 
Perth and a 170 in Adelaide 
during the Ashes, besides a 
142 against South Africa in an 
ODI at Mackay.

Head joined Steve Smith 
and Nathan Lyon as multiple 
winners of the AB Medal. 
Ricky Ponting, Michael 
Clarke, David Warner and 
Shane Watson are the other 
players to have won the 
award in consecutive years.
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Ashish Yadav secured 
India’s first medal at 
World U20 Champion-
ships in Eugene.
 
EUGENE (USA):   Ashish 
Yadav opened India’s 
medal account at the 
World Athletics U20 
Championships by win-
ning silver in the men’s 
javelin throw.

The 19-year-old pro-
duced 74.09m in the third 
round, finishing behind 
South Africa’s Jan-Hen-
drik Heymans, who reg-
istered a world-leading 
80.50m with his final 
attempt. Dominica’s 
Addison James claimed 
bronze with 73.89m.

Yadav’s throw was 
40cm below his per-
sonal best of 74.49m, 
achieved at the Indian 

Open Throws Competi-
tion in Patiala in March. 

He became only the sec-
ond Indian after Neeraj 

Chopra to win world U20 
javelin silver. Chopra won 
gold in 2016 with a stand-
ing junior world record of 
86.48m.

T Dharanidharan 
finished sixth with 
72.35m. Mohammed 
Ashfaq placed eighth in 
the 400m final, clock-
ing 46.20 seconds after 
setting an U20 national 
record of 45.81 earlier.

High jumper Pooja 
Singh reached the final 
after clearing 1.79m. 
She holds India’s senior 
record of 1.93m.

Long jumpers 
Shahnavaz Khan and 
Jithin Arjuna also qual-
ified for their final with 
efforts of 7.73m and 
7.57m respectively. How-
ever, Poonam missed 
the women’s javelin final 
after throwing 48.81m 
and finishing 13th overall.

|  WORLD U20 CHAMPIONSHIPS | 

Ashish Yadav opens India’s medal account with javelin silver MCA installs 
commemorative 
board for Dilip 
Sardesai gate
MUMBAI:  Mumbai Cricket 
Association (MCA) on Sat-
urday installed a commem-
orative board, marking the 
‘Dilip Sardesai Gate’ at the 
Wankhede Stadium on the 
birth anniversary of the leg-
endary cricketer. The Dilip 
Sardesai Gate was named 
in his honour earlier, as a 
tribute to his outstanding 
contribution to Mumbai 
and Indian cricket. “The 
installation of the board 
at the entrance serves as 
a permanent reminder of 
his remarkable legacy and 
his place in Mumbai’s rich 
cricketing history,” MCA 
stated in a release. Sardesai 
played a significant role in 
India’s historic Test series 
victory in the West Indies 
in 1971.
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KYIV: Ukraine paid trib-
ute on Saturday to Oleksiy 
Yukov, a volunteer who 
spent more than two 
decades recovering the 
bodies of civilians and 
soldiers — many of them 
Russian — killed by war. 
He was 40. An Orthodox 
Christian service was held 
at the Cathedral of Saint 
Volodymyr, in central 
Kyiv, where thousands of 
people gathered to pay 
their respects following 
his death in a landmine 
explosion during a recov-
ery mission on August 5. 
Yukov founded the Plats-
darm (‘’bridgehead’’) 

organisation because 
he believed all the dead 
require a proper burial. He 
became known as a “col-
lector of souls.”

Yukov, from the war-
torn Donbas region, was a 
martial arts instructor. He 
began recovering the dead 
as a teenager after encoun-
tering the remains of 

Soviet and Russian soldiers 
from World War II. Plats-
darm’s volunteers go into 
fields and forests, among 
ruins and across territory, 
where the ground is often 
mined.

Yukov suffered leg inju-
ries and lost an eye in a 
mine blast in 2022. Still 
recovering from those 

injuries, he returned to 
the fields. In a social media 
post last month, Yukov 
described the landscape in 
which he worked.
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A 14-year-old boy killed 
seven people—includ-
ing five school staff 
members and his two 
grandparents—before 
taking his own life.

BANGKOK: Relatives of 
victims of the shooting at 
a high school and a home 
outside Bangkok retrieved 
the bodies of their loved 
ones Saturday, a day after 
the gunman killed at least 
seven people. A 14-year-
old schoolboy opened fire 
at around 10 a.m. Friday 
at Debsirin Nonthaburi 
School in Nonthaburi 
province northwest of 

Bangkok before taking his 
own life. He also appeared 
to have killed his two 
grandparents at the family 
home earlier in the morn-
ing, officials said. Sixteen 
people remain hospital-
ized, with seven of them 
in critical condition on 
Saturday, according to 

the Health Ministry. Most 
of those wounded were 
between 12 and 14 years 
old. All eight bodies — five 
school staff members, 
the alleged shooter and 
his grandparents — were 
collected by early Satur-
day afternoon from Bang-
kok’s Institute of Forensic 

Medicine. Emergency 
workers brought out a 
coffin and loaded it onto 
an ambulance, which will 
transport them to their 
hometown for funeral 
rites. Wiroon Supasing-
siripreecha, head of the 
institute, said most of the 
victims suffered a single 
fatal gunshot wound to a 
vital area, including the 
chest or head.
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Participants spray water from their water guns during a water gun festival in Seoul, South Korea. AP/PTI

IS-linked group 
kills at least 13 
in Congo village

KINSHASA: Militants affil-
iated with the Islamic 
State group attacked a 
village in Congo near 
the border with Uganda 
early Saturday, killing at 
least 13 people and burn-
ing and looting homes, 
a local civil society 
group said. The attacks 
occurred in the village of 
Banana Ecole, a suburb 
of the territorial capital 
of Mambasa.

Marie-Noelle Ano-
tane, the head of the 
New Civil Society of 
Congo/Mambasa, and 
Sylvain Andali, a local 
resident, told The 
Associated Press that 
the Allied Democratic 
Forces, or ADF, were 
behind the violence. 
Both said the militants 
used known ADF tactics.

|  B A N G K O K  S C H O O L  S H O O T I N G  |

Families retrieve bodies after 
14-year-old kills seven in Bangkok
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WASHINGTON: Senators 
headed for the exits in the 
predawn hours Saturday, 
ending for now a crushing 
standoff over President Don-
ald Trump’s demands that 
they stay in session to pass 
a strict proof-of-citizenship 
voting bill before the sum-
mer recess.

While they wrapped up 
many key priorities in the 
overnight votes, advanc-
ing Trump’s SAVE America 
Act was not among them. 
Instead, Republican senators 
who had brought the cham-
ber to a standstill spoke to 
Trump late in the evening 
about an alternative plan: 
They would try again to 

approve elements of the vot-
ing bill as part of a broader 
GOP budget package to fund 
the Iran war and replenish 
the Pentagon when they 
return to work in Septem-
ber. “Obviously, with the 
president at his direction, 
this is what he wants to do,” 

said Senator Ron Johnson 
of Wisconsin, the GOP bud-
get committee chairman, 
flanked by Senators Mike 
Lee, R-Utah, and Rick Scott, 
R-Fla., after their phone 
call with the president. The 
sudden wind-down after 
weeks of Trump ramping 

up his demands shows just 
how deeply the president is 
able to reach into the halls of 
Congress to set the agenda 
or disrupt it, the executive 
directing the affairs of the 
legislative branch. While 
Trump is often seen as a de 
facto speaker of the House, 

he is invariably trying his 
hand at mastering the Sen-
ate. Trump had poked and 
prodded Senate Majority 
Leader John Thune for 
weeks to pass the SAVE 
America Act, a bill that does 
not have enough support 
from the Republicans who 
hold majority power, let 
alone the Democrats whose 
votes would be needed to 
advance it in the Senate. The 
president has gone so far as 
to insist the Senate abandon 
its filibuster rules to jam the 
SAVE America Act past the 
60-vote threshold that is 
typically needed to advance 
legislation in the chamber -- 
something Thune and most 
senators have no interest  
in doing.

Senators exit without voting  
bill amid Trump standoff
Senators left for the summer recess without passing President  

Trump’s strict voting bill.

|  UKRAINE VOLUNTEER TRIBUTE | 

Ukraine honours fallen war dead recovery volunteer

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

OTTAWA: Canada deported 3,323 
Indian nationals in the first six 
months of 2026, putting the figure 
on track to surpass the last six years’ 
record, according to official data. 
According to data from the Canada 
Border Services Agency (CBSA), the 
number of Indians removed from the 
North American country in the first 
half of this year is already nearly 88 
per cent of the 3,779 removed during 
the whole of 2025, which was itself a 
record high. The data comes at a time 
when Canada has been tightening its 
immigration system and reducing 
the number of temporary residents, 
including international students and 
temporary foreign workers. Canada 
routinely deports Indian nationals 
primarily due to non-compliance with 
immigration rules, rejected asylum 
or refugee claims, visa overstays and 
visa fraud scams. Indians emerged 
as the largest nationality among 
those removed from Canada in the 
first half of 2026, overtaking Mexi-
cans with 1,573 deportations. Mexico 
topped Canada’s list of nationalities 
for deportations in each of the last five 
years, with India ranking second dur-
ing that period.

UNITED NATIONS: Expressing concern 
over the security situation in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir, a spokes-
person for UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres has highlighted 
the need for accountability for 
actions against people engaging in 
peaceful protest. The Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir (PoK) region has 
been witnessing protests for several 
months over 12 contentious refugee 
seats, triggering a crackdown by 
security forces. The protests inten-
sified with elections to the so-called 
assembly in the region starting at 
the end of last month amid allega-
tions of widespread rigging.

According to the Joint Awami 
Action Committee ( JAAC), a collec-
tive of activist groups, more than 40 
people were killed during the first 
phase of polls on July 27. Besides, 
it claims that some 400 protesters 
have been killed since the first week 
of June. Both claims have been dis-
missed by the Pakistan government. 
The JAAC has alleged that the estab-
lishment manoeuvres the 12 refugee 
seats to install a prime minister of 
its choosing to lead the so-called 
government in PoK.

UN POK PROTESTS  

Need for accountability 
if people harmed in 
protest in PoK: UN

CANADA INDIANS DEPORTED

Canada deported record 
3,323 Indians in 1st half 
of 2026, data shows

WASHINGTON: The Strait of Hormuz 
is, by some accounts, named for a 
Zoroastrian deity destined to emerge 
victorious after a 9,000-year stand-
off with an adversary. Iran’s lead-
ers feel their own victory is at hand 
and won’t require the same epic 
patience. They are betting that mil-
itary pressure will ultimately force 
the United States to accept their con-
trol over the crucial waterway for 
global energy — and that time is on 
their side.

They know about the diminishing 
stockpiles of key US weapons such as 
advanced missile interceptors. They 
know the war is deeply unpopular 
with Americans. They know that as 
long as the strait is largely closed, 
the price of gas and other goods will 
stay high ahead of US congressional 
elections in November. They know 
that trying to open it by force would 
be costly and may require American 
ground troops. 

They know their Houthi allies 
in Yemen could widen the war and 
disrupt another major trade route. 
By that logic, US President Donald 
Trump has no choice but to capitu-

late. But Iran’s strategy carries risks. 
Trump points to strikes that have 
decimated Iran’s top leadership, 
navy and air force. 

He alternates between threaten-
ing escalation and saying talks are 
going well. Iran’s own economy has 
been battered, in part because of 
a US blockade. Iranians rose up in 
mass protests just months ago and 
could do so again. And Iran’s lead-
ers need only look to how Trump’s 
“short-term excursion” to the Mid-
dle East has bogged down to be 
reminded that wars rarely turn out 
as expected.

Iran says it is close to reaching a 
deal with Oman to manage the strait, 
which runs between the two coun-
tries. But it would be conditioned on 
the US lifting its blockade, so even 
if there are no direct negotiations 
— as Iran says — Trump would have 
to approve. It’s unclear whether the 
deal would allow Iran to charge fees. 
But it would formalize its control 
over what had been an open inter-
national waterway before the war, 
one that carried a fifth of the world’s 
traded oil and gas.

IRAN STRATEGY ANALYSIS
Iran’s leaders think they have Trump  

cornered, but their strategy carries great risks

KYIV: Four people, 
including a child, were 
killed in Russian attacks 
on the Ukrainian capital, 
Kyiv, and the surround-
ing region, local officials 
said Saturday, as Ukraine 
hit another oil refinery in 
Russia. Residents endure 
regular drone and mis-
sile barrages that Kyiv’s 
depleted air defences 
are struggling to counter 
amid Moscow’s 4-year-

old full-scale invasion, 
while repeated Ukrain-
ian strikes on oil facilities 
have caused fuel short-
ages and rattled Russians. 
Two grandparents and 
their 3-year-old grandson 
were killed after multiple 
Russian drones destroyed 
their home in the Brovary 
district of Kyiv region, 
northeast of the Ukrain-
ian capital, Kyiv, early 
Saturday. 

Russian attacks kill four in  
Kyiv, as air defences fall short

“Remote mines, 
shelling, drones 

— everything 
is against you. 
But you go and 
do everything 
to ensure that 

every soul returns 
home.”

Oleksiy Yukov 
Founder of the Platsdarm 

organisation 

FASTFACTS

z Majority Leader John 
Thune managed to 
pass other priorities, 
including confirming 
Todd Blanche and 
approving a Russia 
sanctions package, 
despite Trump’s 
pressure to abandon 
filibuster rules.

FASTFACTS

z Sixteen people 
remain hospitalized 
with seven in critical 
condition, while 
relatives retrieved 
the victims’ bodies for 
funeral rites.

South Korea Water Gun Festival

Students arrive at Debsirin Nonthaburi School, a day after the shooting at 
the school, in Nonthaburi province, Thailand Saturday. (AP Photo)

Drone exploded near gas pipeline 
close to Romanian border.

Rumen Radev           
Bulgaria’s Prime Minister   

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, walks through the Senate subway at the US 
Capitol during a vote in Washington.


