
Nepal Correspondent

KATHMANDU: At least 95 
people have died, and 
several others, including 
133 Indians, are miss-
ing, as a sudden, mas-
sive flash flood hit Nepal 
on Wednesday, washing 
away villages and many 
project sites in a region 
bordering Tibet, accord-
ing to news agency AFP.

The flash flood surged 
through the Bhote Koshi 
River around 9 am, affect-
ing Rasuwa and Dhad-
ing districts bordering 
Tibet before spreading to 
Nuwakot and Chitawan. 
At least four permanent 
bridges and several tem-

porary bridges were 
damaged.  Preliminary 

analysis of satellite imag-
ery suggests that the 
disaster was triggered by 
a rockslide caused by an 
unstable mountain rock 
mass near the Nepal-Ti-
bet border, around 20 km 
northeast of the Tibet-Ra-
suwagadhi border area.

Press Trust Of India

Onam feels truly com-
plete when the entire 
family comes together.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Kerala came alive 

in vibrant colours on 
Wednesday as people 
celebrated Thiruvonam, 
the culmination of the 
10-day Onam festivities, 
with family reunions, 
traditional rituals, floral 
carpets and the much
-awaited Onam feast.

For many families, 

Onam was more than 
new clothes and tradi-
tional food—it was a cher-

ished homecoming. Sons, 
daughters and grand-
children returned from 

different parts of India 
and abroad to celebrate 
together and share the 
grand Onam sadya. “Onam 
feels truly complete when 
the entire family comes 
together,” said Susheela 
Devi, a retired government 
employee from Panda-
lam, whose children work 
abroad. The morning saw 
people dressed in tradi-
tional attire, with women 
wearing kasavu sarees 
and men in mundu, while 
temples across the state 
witnessed large gather-
ings of devotees. 

India stands  
with Nepal.
Droupadi Murmu  

President 

India offers  
support
PM Modi spoke with 
Nepal Prime Minister 
Balendra Shah and 
expressed condolences 
over the loss of lives. 
Modi assured Nepal of 
India’s support and said 
New Delhi was ready to 
provide humanitarian 
assistance for rescue 
and relief operations.
Authorities have 
warned people living 
in vulnerable areas 
to remain alert as the 
situation around the 
Bhotekoshi region re-
mains unstable. 

People take part in Onam celebrations at Thrikkakara Mahadeva-Vamana 
Moorthy Temple, in Kochi. |  Photo PTI

A torrent of muddy water flows through the Trishuli River and merges 
into the Bhote Koshi river, in Trishuli.
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95 dead, over 100 Indian 
missing in Nepal flash floods
Floods devastate villages, destroy bridges, damage hydropower.

NEPAL FLASH FLOOD

Mumbai taxi, rickshaw 
fares rise from September 1

Delhi logs 138 fresh H1N1 
cases, tally reaches 2,446

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI:   Commuting by 
CNG-run black and yel-
low cabs and auto rick-
shaws will be costlier for 
people in Mumbai from 
September 1 with the 
transport authority on 
Wednesday revising its 
fares, officials said.

The Mumbai Metro-
politan Region Transport 
Authority (MMRTA) has 
approved a fare hike of 
Rs 2 for black-and-yel-
low taxis and Rs 1 for 
auto-rickshaws plying in 
the metropolitan region, 
an official of the Regional 
Transport Office (RTO) 
said. After the revision, 
passengers will have to 
pay Rs 33 instead of the 
existing Rs 31 for the first 
1.5 km in a taxi, while 
the minimum fare for 
an auto-rickshaw will 
increase to Rs 27 from Rs 

26, he said.
The MMRTA, chaired 

by the Maharashtra 
transport secretary, 
approved the fare revi-
sion at its meeting last 
Thursday, based on the 
formula derived by the 
four-member Khatua 
panel for revising fares 
of black-and-yellow taxis 
and auto-rickshaws in 
Maharashtra. As per the 
minutes of the meeting 
finalised on Wednes-
day, the authority has 
increased the taxi fare 
from Rs 20.66 per km to 
Rs 21.90 per km. The fare 
for the first 1.5 km will 
consequently increase to 
Rs 33 from Rs 31.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:   The national 
capital reported 138 H1N1 
cases in the last 24 hours, 
taking the cumulative 
number of cases this year 
to 2,446, while the total 
number of Influenza-A 
cases stood at 3,177, the 
Delhi government said on 
Wednesday.

Health Minister Pankaj 
Kumar Singh held a vir-
tual review meeting with 
medical directors and 
medical superintendents 
of Delhi government hos-
pitals to assess prepared-
ness for H1N1, seasonal 
influenza and other respi-
ratory illnesses. The min-
ister directed hospitals 
to strengthen emergency 
services and ensure ade-
quate availability of isola-
tion beds, doctors, testing 
facilities, medicines and 
other essential resources. 

Hospitals were asked to 
maintain at least five iso-
lation beds, while larger 
hospitals were directed 
to keep 10 or more beds 
for managing influenza 
and vector-borne disease 
cases. They were also 
told to maintain shift-
wise duty rosters and 
ensure round-the-clock 
availability of doctors 
and medical staff.

According to the Delhi 
government, the city has 
reported 138 H1N1 cases 
in the last 24 hours, tak-
ing the total number of 
cases this year to 2,446. 
The total number of Influ-
enza-A cases stands at 
3,177.

Thiruvonam brings Keralam alive 
with homecomings and traditions

|  RTI REPLY  | 

UP tops pendency list across fast-track courts
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Uttar Pradesh 
accounts for nearly 78 per 
cent cases pending before 
Fast Track Courts (FTCs) 
across the country, with 
more than 13.74 lakh cases 
awaiting disposal, accord-
ing to data obtained under 
the Right to Information 
(RTI) Act from the Depart-
ment of Justice. Over 17.5 
lakh matters are pending 
across the country, going 
by the data until June 30.

According to the reply, 
Fast Track Courts (FTCs) 

are set up by the states 
and UTs in consultation 
with the respective high 
courts for expeditious 
trial of specific catego-
ries of cases. The data 
has been shared by the 
Department of Justice in 
a reply on August 10 this 
year to a query filed under 

the Right to Information 
(RTI) Act by Noida-based 
social activist Amit Gupta.

It said, “As per infor-
mation received from the 
high courts, 884 FTCs are 
functional across 21 State/
UTs as on June 30, 2026. 
No central assistance to 

the States is being pro-
vided for the setting up of 
these FTCs.” Analysis of 
the state-wise data shows 
that Uttar Pradesh tops 
the pendency list with 
over 13.74 lakh pending 
cases across 373 func-
tional FTCs.

Maharashtra follows 
with 1,35,340 pending 
cases across 117 functional 
courts. Other states with 
high pendency include 
West Bengal (93,245 
cases), Tamil Nadu 
(89,703 cases), and Assam 
(17,145 cases).

NUMBER

78
z UP accounts for 
nearly 78 pc cases 
pending before FTCs.
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Raipur
Congress treated tribals merely 
as a vote bank, whereas the BJP 

government has provided them with 
real leadership and genuine rights.

Vikas Markam 
Chairman, Medicinal Plants Board 
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State Sports Felic-
itation 2026: Rajiv 
Pandey, Kaushal 
Yadav and Veer 
Hanuman Singh 
Awardees named.

RAIPUR: The Sports and 
Youth Welfare Department 
of Chhattisgarh will host 
the State Sports Felicita-
tion Ceremony 2026 on 
August 29 (National Sports 
Day), at the Pt. Deenda-
yal Upadhyay Auditorium 
in Raipur. The event will 
be held under the chief 
guestship of Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai and 
presided over by Deputy 

Chief Minister and Sports 
& Youth Welfare Minister 
Arun Sao.

The department has 
officially released the com-
plete list of decorated ath-
letes, coaches, and sports 
veterans who will receive 
prestigious state honours—
along with cash incentives 
under the Khel Ankur, 
Khel Gaurav and Khel Shik-
har schemes—for the years 
2023–24, 2024–25 and 
2025–26.

Shaheed Rajiv Pandey 
Award (Senior Category) 
for the 

Year 2025–26 would be 
given in Olympic Sports 
to Vikas Kumar (Balod, 
Archery), Kiran Pisda 
(Durg, Football), Dipanshi 

Netam (Raipur, Fencing), 
Sujey Tamboli (Raipur, 
Badminton - Joint), Ayush 
Makhija (Bilaspur, Badmin-
ton - Joint).  

In Non-Olympic 
Sports: Sanju Devi (Korba, 
Kabaddi), Rima Roy (Saran-
garh-Bilaigarh, Soft Ten-
nis - Joint), Misha Kumari 
(Durg, Netball - Joint).  

In Para Sports: Lucky 
Yadav (Mahasamund, Para 
Athletics).  

Similarly, the Shaheed 
Kaushal Yadav Award 
( Junior Category) award 
in Olympic Sports would 
be given to Divyanshu 
Dewangan (Raigarh, 
Shooting), Vikram Raj 
(Bilaspur, Archery), Divy-
ansh Agrawal (Raipur, Bad-

minton), Sonika Rajwade 
(Surajpur, Athletics).  

Non-Olympic Sports: 
Swapnil Pradhan (Raigarh, 
Wushu - Joint), Bhumika 
Choudhary (Narayan-
pur, Wushu - Joint), Pooja 
(Dhamtari, Netball).  

Para Sports: Nikhil 
Kumar Yadav (Baloda 
Bazar, Para Athletics

Veer Hanuman Singh 
Award (Coaches/Refer-
ees) would be given to 
Ajay Deep Sarang (Raipur, 
Weightlifting - Coach).  

Shaheed Vinod Chou-
bey Award (Veteran Sports 
Personalities to Gange-
shwar (Durg, Athletics), 
Khwaja Ahmad (Durg, 
Volleyball), Evan Kumar 
Jain (Raipur, Weightlift-

ing), Mohd. Akram Khan 
(Raipur, Volleyball), Pra-
deep Joshi (Raipur, Table 
Tennis).   Shaheed Pankaj 
Vikram Samman would 
be given to Sanskar Diwan 
(Durg, Wushu), Vidya 
Singh (Durg, Wushu), 
Ankush Singh (Durg, Kho-
Kho), Jhamita Sahu (Durg, 
Kho-Kho), Hemshikhar 
(Gariaband, Volleyball), 
Arandim Debnath (Rai-
pur, Table Tennis), Sneha 
Neogi (Durg, Judo), Anmol 
Singh (Durg, Judo), Semes-
hwar Singh (GPM, Para 
Swimming), Yash Kerketta 
(Durg, Boxing), Shrikant 
Pandey (MCB, Para Judo), 
Tukesh Sahu (Durg, Gym-
nastics), Khushal Yadav 
(Rajnandgaon, Hockey).  

Over 50 athletes and coaches 
to get top sports honours

CM Vishnu Deo Sai to confer State Sports Awards on August 29 in Raipur.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST
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RAIPUR: A thought-pro-
voking session titled 
“Future 6.0 – Path to 
Success with National 
Chair” was organised at 
the National Institute of 
Technology (NIT) Raipur. 
The session featured Arun 
Rathod, National Chair 
of Young Indians (Yi), 
as the keynote speaker. 
The programme brought 
together students, faculty 
members and dignitaries 
for an engaging interac-
tion focused on personal 
growth, goal-setting, 

leadership and building a 
meaningful future.

During his address, 
Rathod shared insights 
from his personal expe-
riences and professional 
journey. He explained 
that success is rarely a 
straight or predetermined 
path and is often shaped 
by challenges, setbacks, 
decisions and continuous 
learning. He encouraged 
students to take responsi-
bility for their choices and 
consciously work towards 
creating the future they 
aspire to achieve.

A key focus of the ses-

sion was goal-setting and 
disciplined action. Rathod 
highlighted the impor-
tance of setting clear and 
meaningful goals, under-
standing the purpose 
behind them and consis-

tently working towards 
their achievement. He 
also spoke about procras-
tination and encouraged 
students to overcome 
the habit of postponing 
important tasks by devel-
oping discipline and con-
verting intentions into 
consistent action.

The interaction also 
highlighted the impor-
tance of choosing the 
right people and envi-
ronment. Rathod advised 
students to be mindful 
of their friend circles, as 
the people around them 
can significantly influence 

their mindset, habits, con-
fidence and ambitions. He 
encouraged them to build 
relationships that pro-
mote positivity, account-
ability, learning and per-
sonal growth.

The programme was 
further supported by 
the participation of jury 
members Gitanjoli Das-
gupta, Alka Panda, Mitesh 
Singhania, Aditi Srivas-
tava Khandelwal and Dr. 
Neha Agrawal, whose 
involvement contributed 
to the smooth and mean-
ingful conduct of the pro-
gramme.

|  FUTURE 6.0 – PATH TO SUCCESS | 

Arun Rathod inspires students at NIT Raipur

RAIPUR: In a significant push to 
modernize urban public transport 
and promote green mobility, the 
Chhattisgarh government has final-
ized the operational blueprint for 
rolling out 240 electric buses across 
four key municipal corporations: 
Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg, and Korba. 
The initiative is part of the Govern-
ment of India’s flagship PM-eBus 
Sewa scheme. The preparations were 
comprehensively reviewed in a high-
level joint meeting led by Sonmoni 
Borah, Principal Secretary of the 
Urban Administration and Develop-
ment Department, alongside Bhanu 
Pratap Singh Bhadauria, Director at 
the Union Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs (MoHUA), with senior 
officials from the State Urban Devel-
opment Agency (SUDA) and munic-
ipal administrations. A total of 240 

electric buses have been approved 
for Chhattisgarh under the PM-eBus 
Sewa scheme to deliver eco-friendly, 
modern, and reliable public transit 
across Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg, and 
Korba.

Officials directed teams to devise 
both short-term and long-term route 
plans. High priority will be given to 
corridors connecting vital public 
hubs—including schools, colleges, 
hospitals, major commercial mar-
kets, and government institutions.

Route networks will undergo 
phased feasibility studies based 
on passenger density, commuter 
demand, distance, and end-to-
end connectivity. Authorities were 
instructed to develop dedicated 
e-bus depots with scalable fast-charg-
ing infrastructure, keeping future 
fleet expansions in view.

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh’s Thai boxing 
contingent returned with a remark-
able haul of seven medals, including 
six gold and one bronze, at the 17th 
National Thai Boxing Championship 
held in Nanded, Maharashtra, from 
August 21 to 23, 2026.

The championship, organised by 
the Maharashtra Thai Boxing Associ-
ation under the Thai Boxing Indian 
Federation (TIF), witnessed partic-
ipation from around 450 players 
and officials representing 18 states. 
Maharashtra topped the standings, 
followed by Tamil Nadu and Telan-
gana, while Chhattisgarh secured 
fifth position. The state’s six gold 

medallists included Mansi Tandi and 
Pinky Gupta from Raipur, and Somari 
Kawasi, Lachhi Kovasi, Rame Kawasi 
and Rajkumari from Dantewada. 
Sunita of Dantewada won the bronze 
medal.

Dantewada’s Eklavya Sports Com-
plex, Jawanga, Geedam, produced 
the highest number of medals for the 
state, with its girl players winning 
four gold and one bronze.

The medal-winning contingent 
received a warm welcome at Raipur 
Railway Station, where Thai Boxing 
Association officials, players and fam-
ily members gathered to felicitate the 
athletes.

RAIPUR: In a major disciplinary move, 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
in Chhattisgarh has expelled Dur-
gashankar Mishra, a local leader from 
the Manendragarh-Bharatpur-Chirm-
iri region, from the primary mem-
bership of the party for a period of 
six years. The expulsion order was 
officially issued by BJP State General 
Secretary Naveen Markandey follow-
ing directives from State BJP Presi-
dent Kiran Singh Deo.

Durgashankar Mishra had previ-
ously shouldered key organizational 
responsibilities within the district 
unit and was currently serving as 
the official representative for Bharat-
pur-Sonhat MLA and former Union 

Minister of State, 
Renuka Singh. 
According to the 
official statement 
released by the 
state BJP headquar-
ters, Mishra faced 
severe allegations of 

harassing party workers, disrupting 
official party meetings and programs 
and indulging in continuous anti-
party activities.

Taking note of the organizational 
complaints and conduct against party 
discipline, the leadership decided to 
strip him of all organizational ties 
and expel him from the party’s pri-
mary membership for six years.

Electric buses to reshape urban  
transit in Chh’garh

Chh’garh shines at Nat’l Thai Boxing  
Championship with 7 medals

BJP expels Durgashankar Mishra for six years  
over anti-party activities

STRATEGY FINALIZED FOR 240 PM-EBUS FLEET

PROUD MOMENT

ALLEGATIONS OF HARASSING PARTY WORKERS

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Gearing up for 
the upcoming urban 
local body (civic) elec-
tions across Chhattis-
garh, Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) State Presi-
dent Kiran Singh Deo has 
officially approved the 
appointment of election 
in-charges (Prabhari) and 
co-in-charges (Sah-Prab-
hari) for various Munici-
pal Corporations (Nagar 
Nigam), Municipal Coun-
cils (Nagar Palika), and 
Town Panchayats (Nagar 
Panchayat). The strategic 
appointments have been 
made to oversee election 
management, grassroots 
coordination, and candi-
date campaign mobiliza-
tion across all key urban 
battlegrounds.
According to the official list 
released by the state BJP 
headquarters, the appoint-

ments for the major urban 
bodies include
Municipal Corporations. 
Birgaon (Raipur): Saurabh 
Singh (In-charge), Bhavna 
Bohra and Kamal Garg 
(Co-in-charges)
Bhilai (Durg): Bhupendra 
Savanni (In-charge), Laxmi 
Verma and Chandra-
prakash Chandravanshi 
(Co-in-charges)
Risali (Durg): Anurag Singh 
Deo (In-charge), Shweta 
Sharma and Aasu Chan-
dravanshi (Co-in-charges)
Bhilai-Charoda (Durg): 
Neelu Sharma (In-charge), 
Meenal Choubey and 
Suryakant Rathore (Co-in-
charges)
For Municipal Councils 
(Nagar Palika), Jamul 
(Durg): Rajeev Agrawal 
(In-charge), Alka Bagh-
mare and Ashok Sahu 
(Co-in-charges), Khaira-
garh (Khairagarh-Chhui-
khadan-Gandai): Raja 

Pandey (In-charge), Dr. 
Sanam Jangde and Dev-
kumari Chandravanshi 
(Co-in-charges), Sarangarh 
(Sarangarh-Bilaigarh): 
Labhchand Bafna (In-
charge), Omprakash Joshi 
and Kiran Sahu (Co-in-
charges), Baikunthpur 
(Koriya): Rajnish Singh (In-
charge), Umesh Agrawal 
and Poonam Solanki 
(Co-in-charges) and 
Shivpur Charcha (Koriya): 
Lallu Pratap Singh (In-
charge), Shakuntala Singh 
Porte and Ambikesh 
Keshari (Co-in-charges)
Similarly, for Town Pan-
chayats (Nagar Pan-
chayat), Maro (Bemetara): 
Babulal Agrawal (In-
charge), Manjusha Bhagat 
and Damru Behera (Co-in-
charges), Premnagar 
(Surajpur): Anil Kesarwani 
(In-charge), Phuleshwari 
Singh and Ritesh Gupta 
(Co-in-charges).

|  A H E A D  O F  U R B A N  C I V I C  P O L L S  |

BJP announces in-Charges 
for Municipal polls
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RAIPUR: The Raipur Press 
Club announced the win-
ners of its competitive 
photography categories 
following the successful 
conclusion of the five-day 
photojournalist festival, 
‘Drishya Samvad 2026’, 
organized on the occasion 
of World Photography Day. 
The judging panel com-
prised Shashank Sharma 
(Senior Journalist and Vice 
Chairman of the Chhattis-
garh State Hindi Granth 
Academy), Abhinandan 
Tiwari (Noted Wildlife and 
Nature Photographer), and 
Bhishma Yadav (Photogra-
phy Trainer). The winners 
were decided based on a 
comprehensive scoring sys-
tem evaluated by the jury. 
News & Public Concerns 
(Samachar Evam Lok Saro-
kar) categories first Prize 
was given to Gokul Soni 

(Photograph of a tanker 
blast), Second Prize ( Joint): 
Manoj Dewangan, Kishan 
Lokhande and Hemant 
Goswami and Third Prize 
( Joint): Heera Manikpuri 
and Jai Goswami In the 
Nature & Environment 
category, first Prize: Gokul 
Soni (Visual feature on 
the forests of Bastar), Sec-
ond Prize ( Joint): Rajku-
mar Chaturvedi (Playful 
Bears) and Manoj Dewan-
gan (Snake Anthill) and 
Third Prize: Pradeep Dad-
sena (A kingfisher bird 
hovering over a flower) 
Similarly, in the Culture 
& Tradition category, first 
Prize: Gokul Soni (Cap-
ture of a traditional cock-
fight), Second Prize: Raj-
kumar Chaturvedi (Bull 
race during Pola festival) 
and Third Prize: Santosh 
Tiwari (Wedding proces-
sion carrying the groom 
on shoulders).

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a significant 
move toward moderniz-
ing highway infrastruc-
ture and enhancing 
commuter convenience, 
Kesla Toll Plaza—located 
on the Bilaspur–Raigarh 
National Highway-49—has 
become Chhattisgarh’s 
first fully digital toll plaza. 
Under this initiative, the 
entire monthly pass pro-
cess for local residents 
has been shifted online, 
removing the require-

ment for commuters to 
visit the toll booth or 
submit physical docu-
ments. The service is 
part of the National High-
ways Authority of India’s 
(NHAI) nationwide roll-
out of digital FASTag local 
passes across selected 
toll locations. Eligible 
local commuters can 
now apply for and man-
age their monthly passes 
from home through 
NHAI’s official ‘Rajmarg-
yatra’ mobile app or the 
NHAI web portal.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A two-day review 
and coordination meeting 
organized by the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) in Chhat-
tisgarh brought internal 
grievances to the forefront 
on its opening day, expos-
ing friction between the 
party organization and the 
state administration.
District unit presidents 
and senior office-bearers 
reported that party work-
ers’ issues are routinely 

neglected, government offi-
cials remain unresponsive, 
and ministers rarely visit 
their assigned districts.
District office-bearers 
reported that administra-

tive officials frequently 
disregard party represen-
tatives when they approach 
them with local public con-
cerns or worker requests.
Several MLAs and party 
functionaries stated that 
despite sending repeated 
written letters to ministers, 
little to no action is taken.
Leaders highlighted that 
ministers in charge of dis-
tricts (Prabhari Mantris) 
are not visiting their des-
ignated areas frequently 
enough. 

Gokul  sweeps top 
honours across 
multiple categories

Kesla becomes Fully Digital  
Toll Plaza; Local Monthly 

passes move completely online
District Chiefs voice discontent 
over lack of Minister outreach

RAIPUR: The All India Power Engi-
neers Federation (AIPEF) has strongly 
opposed Tata Power Company Lim-
ited’s application before the Chhat-
tisgarh State Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (CSERC) seeking an 
electricity distribution licence for Rai-
pur, Dharsiwa, Mandir Hasaud and 
Abhanpur tehsils. AIPEF Chairman 
Er. Shailendra Dubey and Patron P.N. 
Singh said the federation would file 
a detailed objection before the Com-
mission against the proposed entry of 
a private distribution licensee in the 
areas. They also appealed to power 

engineers, employees and consumers 
across Chhattisgarh to remain united 
against any move towards electricity 
distribution privatisation. The federa-
tion said electricity distribution is an 
essential public service and should 
not become a selective commercial 
activity. It argued that granting a pri-
vate licence in economically attrac-
tive and revenue-rich areas could 
weaken the financial viability of the 
existing public utility, Chhattisgarh 
State Power Distribution Company 
Limited (CSPDCL), and potentially 
affect consumers across the state.

AIPEF urges unity against power privatisation
AIPEF OPPOSES LICENCE BID, WARNS OF PROTEST

|  B J P  R E V I E W  M E E T I N G  |

|  ‘DRISHYA SAMVAD 2026’ CONCLUDES | 
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Raipur News
Police seize DJ, arrest individuals 
after Eid procession disruptions
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Police in Raipur 
took strict legal action 
against individuals for 
playing loud music in 
violation of regulations, 
arguing with authorities, 
and creating a disturbance 
during the Eid-Milad-un-
Nabi procession.

In the first incident near 
Jawahar Market, Gol Bazar 
police arrived following 
reports of a dispute. Oper-
ators Chunnam Lal Sahu 
and Sunil Nirmalkar were 
found playing a high-vol-
ume DJ system and lights. 
When advised by offi-
cers, the duo engaged in 
a heated argument and 
attempted to instigate a 
physical altercation. 

Police seized the DJ 
vehicle and initiated pre-
ventive action under sec-
tions 3 and 5 of the Chhat-
tisgarh Noise Control Act, 
1985, alongside sections 
170, 126, and 135(3). The 
accused, Chunnam Lal 
Sahu (31) of Devada and 

Sunil Nirmalkar (28) of 
Baigatola, Rajnandgaon, 
were sent to judicial cus-
tody by the special execu-
tive magistrate.

In a separate incident 
near Barkha Collection 
on Malviya Road, police 
responded to reports of 
a scuffle and public nui-
sance. 

Sheikh Faizan (21) of 
Noorani Chowk, Rajata-
lab, was found verbally 
abusing passersby. Despite 
local warnings, he grew 
aggressive and threatened 
violence. Recognizing 
the potential for a breach 
of peace, law enforce-
ment arrested him on the 
spot. Two accompanying 

minors were released after 
counseling in the presence 
of their parents, while 
Faizan was remanded to 
judicial custody.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Bilaspur, Thurday, August 27, 2026

HIGHLIGHT

z In the first incident 
near Jawahar Market, 
Gol Bazar police arrived 
following reports of a  
dispute.

zPolice seized the DJ 
vehicle and initiated 
preventive action 
under sections 3 and 
5 of the Chhattisgarh 
Noise Control Act, 1985, 
alongside sections 170, 
126, and 135(3). 
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RAIPUR: Questions have 
once again been raised 
over the examination sys-
tem of the Indira Gandhi 
Krishi Vishwavidyalaya 
(IGKV) following another 
alleged paper leak inci-
dent, prompting the insti-
tution to lodge a formal 
complaint at the Telib-
andha police station to 
initiate a thorough inves-
tigation.

The controversy sur-
rounds the Bachelor of 
Science first-year exami-
nation for the subject 
“Fundamentals of Genet-
ics,” which was originally 
scheduled for August 19 at 
10:00 AM. 

It is claimed that the 
question paper was leaked 
approximately six hours 
prior to the exam, at 4:00 
AM. Adding to the gravity 
of the situation, the exami-
nation controller has 
preliminarily confirmed 
tampering with the sealed 
envelopes containing the 
question papers. Further 
intensifying concerns 
about the confidentiality 
and management of the 
university examinations, 
the actual test paper fea-
tured questions that were 
one hundred percent 
identical to the allegedly 
leaked material circulated 
beforehand.While the uni-
versity administration’s 
official response and for-
mal verification of the leak 

are still awaited, the inves-
tigation aims to determine 
whether the question 
paper was indeed compro-
mised prior to the exami-
nation and to identify 
those responsible for the 
breach.  Meanwhile, Chief 
Minister Sai has stated 
that the investigation into 
the paper leak incidents 
is ongoing and assured 
that no guilty party will be 
spared.

Another paper leak 
shakes IGKV

The Agricultural University lodged a formal complaint at the Telibandha 
police station after the examination controller preliminarily confirmed 

tampering with sealed question paper envelopes.

FASTFACTS

z  The controversy 
involves the B.Sc. first-
year “Fundamentals of 
Genetics” exam held 
on August 19, which 
was allegedly leaked 
around six hours prior 
to the test at 4:00 
AM, with questions 
matching 100% of the 
leaked material.

VISIT

BJP leader Shiv 
Prakash to visit 
state on 29th

RAIPUR:  Bharatiya Janata 
Party National Co-Orga-
nizing General Secretary 
Shiv Prakash is scheduled 
to arrive in Raipur, Chhat-
tisgarh, on August 29 to 
participate in an exclusive 
one-day party workshop.

According to official 
details, the workshop 
will be hosted at the BJP 
state headquarters in 
Raipur, bringing together 
key party organiza-
tion office-bearers from 
across the region. During 
the session, leaders will 
receive specialized train-
ing and strategic briefings 
on various organizational 
matters.The program 
is expected to focus on 
strengthening the party’s 
foundational framework, 
enhancing the working 
methodology of function-
aries, and refining grass-
roots operations. Shiv 
Prakash will provide criti-
cal strategic guidance and 
issue necessary directives 
to the leadership team 
during the workshop.

Political analysts view 
this high-level visit as a 
significant milestone in 
preparing for upcoming 
organizational activities. 
Discussions during the 
workshop are anticipated 
to center on consolidat-
ing the party’s structural 
integrity and ensuring 
the effective execution 
of forthcoming state pro-
grams and initiatives.

NEWSLINE
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The state government 
agreed to conduct a 
specialized depart-
mental Teacher Eligi-
bility Test to safeguard 
teacher service secu-
rity.

RAIPUR: In a significant 
development for educa-
tors across the state, the 
state government has 
agreed in principle to 
conduct a departmental 
Teacher Eligibility Test 
(TET) during a high-level 
meeting between the 
education minister and 
various teacher organi-
zations. However, a final 
decision regarding the 
mandatory requirement 
of TET for promotions 
remains pending as legal 
consultations are still 
underway. During the dis-
cussions, the education 
minister emphasized that 
the government is fully 
committed to safeguard-

ing the service security 
of existing teachers. To 
align them with the qual-
ifications mandated by 
the Supreme Court, the 
education department 
will organize a special-
ized departmental TET 
that will be distinct from 
the standard eligibility 
test. Officials have already 
been directed to formu-
late the necessary pro-
cedures and explore all 
feasible options to pro-
tect teacher careers.The 
meeting also addressed 
the contentious issue of 
making TET compulsory 
for promotions. The edu-
cation minister noted that 

consulting the law depart-
ment is essential before 
reaching a definitive con-

clusion on this matter, 
assuring that teachers’ 
interests will be carefully 
weighed. Furthermore, 
financial demands raised 
by the teacher organi-
zations were discussed, 
with the minister promis-
ing to facilitate a meeting 
with the finance minister 
for further deliberations.

Teacher association 
representatives from the 
Shikshak Sangharsh Mor-
cha, including provincial 
conveners Kedar Jain, 
Virendra Dubey, and San-
jay Sharma, termed the 
government stance posi-
tive for TET-affected edu-
cators. 

|  D E P A R T M E N T A L  T E T  A G R E E M E N T  |

Government agrees to conduct 
departmental TET for teachers 

Special arrangements made for 
Raksha Bandhan at Central Jail
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Raipur 
Central Jail administra-
tion has finalized special 
arrangements for Raksha 
Bandhan, allowing sis-
ters to visit and tie rak-
his to inmates on August 
28 under strict security 
guidelines.In anticipa-
tion of the auspicious 
festival celebrating the 
emotional bond between 
brothers and sisters, the 
prison authorities have 
announced that special 
entry will be granted to 
visiting family members 
on August 28. Unlike 
standard visitation days, 
this special window is 
designed specifically to 
accommodate the festive 
tradition while maintain-
ing rigid security proto-
cols within the premises.

According to the offi-
cial notification released 
by the jail administration, 
visitors will be permit-
ted entry from 8:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM on the day 
of the festival. To ensure 
the safety of all individ-
uals inside the facility, 

standard visitation proce-
dures will be temporarily 
replaced by these special-
ized festival guidelines.

Visitors wishing to 
enter the facility must 
carry a valid govern-
ment-issued identity 
card. Comprehensive 
security checks will be 
conducted at the gates 
before any entry is 
approved, and authori-
ties have urged all attend-
ees to extend full coop-
eration to the security 
personnel managing the 
checkpoints.

To prevent overcrowd-
ing and preserve order 
within the institution, a 
strict limit has been set 
allowing a maximum of 
three sisters to visit any 
single inmate. This reg-
ulation is intended to 

streamline the flow of vis-
itors and manage capac-
ity effectively throughout 
the visiting hours.

Regarding festive offer-
ings, visitors will be per-
mitted to bring up to 100 
grams of sweets for their 
incarcerated brothers. All 
food items will undergo 
thorough screening prior 
to entry, and no other 
food products aside from 
the permitted quantity 
of sweets will be allowed 
inside. Strict prohibi-
tions remain in place 
for personal items. Sis-
ters visiting the prison 
are strictly advised not 
to bring mobile phones, 
handbags, cash, or any 
valuables into the com-
plex. The administration 
has explicitly stated that 
there will be no storage 
facilities available at the 
entrance to hold such 
prohibited articles.

As part of the multi-
tiered security frame-
work, female staff 
members will conduct 
thorough physical frisk-
ing across multiple check-
points prior to entry.

FASTFACT

z A final decision 
regarding the 
mandatory 
requirement of TET for 
teacher promotions 
is pending legal 
consultation with the 
law department.

zFinancial demands 
raised by teacher 
organizations will be 
discussed further with 
the finance minister.
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RAIPUR :   In a significant 
step towards environ-
mental protection and 
effective plastic waste 
management, the Raipur 
Railway Division of South 
East Central Railway 
(SECR) is installing plastic 
bottle crusher machines 
at major railway stations.

At Raipur Railway 
Station, six plastic bottle 
crusher machines will 
be installed across the 
platforms. The facility, 
expected to be avail-
able shortly, will enable 

passengers to crush 
discarded plastic bot-
tles at the station itself. 
The crushed plastic will 
subsequently be sent 
for recycling, helping 
improve waste manage-
ment and reduce litter-
ing.

The division also plans 
to extend the facility to 
other major stations, 
with plastic bottle crush-
ers proposed at Durg, 
Bhatapara, Tilda-Neora 
and Bhilai Power House 
in the next phase.

The collection, crush-
ing and recycling of 

plastic bottles will help 
convert plastic waste into 
reusable resources while 
improving station clean-
liness and reducing its 
environmental impact.

The Raipur Railway 
Division has appealed to 
passengers to dispose of 
plastic bottles and other 
waste only at designated 
places and make use of 
the crusher machines. 
The initiative is expected 
to strengthen Indian 
Railways’ efforts towards 
cleanliness, environmen-
tal protection and sus-
tainable development.

|  CRUSHING PLASTIC WASTE: | 

Raipur Railway Division goes green Pradesh Congress opposes 
private entry in power supply
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:  Pradesh Con-
gress President Deepak 
Baij has strongly opposed 
the government’s decision 
to issue licenses to private 
companies for power sup-
ply and to list the state-run 
electricity company on 
the stock exchange. 

He alleged that the 
government is steadily 
moving toward the pri-
vatization of the power 
sector and modifying 
regulations primarily 
to benefit private enter-

prises. Baij highlighted 
that state cabinet has 
approved a proposal 
enabling the Chhattis-
garh State Power Gener-

ation Company Limited 
to issue non-convertible 
debentures and bonds 
worth up to 200 crore 
rupees for listing on the 
stock exchange. Empha-
sizing that essential pub-
lic services like power 
distribution must remain 
under direct government 
control, he alleged that 
after imposing expensive 
electricity tariffs and col-
lections through smart 
meters, the administra-
tion is now preparing to 
sell off the state-owned 
power utility.

FLOOD INFORMATION

Admn appeals 
for Nepal flood 
information
RAIPUR:  Following severe 
flash floods in Nepal on 
Wednesday morning, the 
Raipur district administra-
tion has issued an urgent 
appeal for information 
regarding any stranded, 
missing, or affected citi-
zens from Raipur, other 
districts of Chhattisgarh, 
or the wider state. Author-
ities have urged family 
members and acquain-
tances who have received 
information about affected 
loved ones in Nepal to 
immediately report the 
details to the Raipur Dis-
trict Public Grievance 
Redressal Call Center. Cit-
izens can share updates by 
calling the official helpline 
numbers at 9977222564 
or 9977222574. Based on 
the information received, 
the district administration 
will coordinate closely 
with relevant governmen-
tal agencies and external 
authorities to extend all 
possible assistance and 
rescue support to the 
affected citizens.

Positive and unbiased journalism is essential 
for societal transformation: Prof. Dayal 
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Students from 
the journalism department 
of Government Maharshi 
Valmiki College, Bhan-
upratappur, undertook 
an educational tour of 
Kushabhau Thakre Jour-
nalism and Mass Commu-
nication University (KTU) 
in Raipur.

During their visit, stu-
dents hailing from the 
Bastar region explored 

the university’s advanced 
laboratories and inter-
acted directly with 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Manoj Dayal to under-
stand the finer nuances 
of mass communication.

Addressing and inspir-
ing the visiting students, 

Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Manoj Dayal emphasized 
that positive and fair jour-
nalism acts as a power-
ful catalyst for building 
a strong and progressive 
society. He advised the 
students to hone their 
creative skills within the 

media sector and encour-
aged them to engage 
in regular comparative 
studies across print, tele-
vision, radio, and digital 
media platforms.

As part of the tour, the 
students witnessed first-
hand the infrastructure of 
KTU’s television studio, 
community radio station, 
computer laboratories, 
library, and the upcom-
ing Artificial Intelligence 
and Media Research Lab. 

Ensure resolution 
of pending cases: 
Collector
RAIPUR: Collector Dr. Gau-
rav Singh chaired a time-
limit meeting recently at 
the Red Cross auditorium, 
directing officials to ensure 
the prompt resolution of 
all pending cases. 

He emphasized that 
all departments must 
strictly adhere to the Pub-
lic Services Guarantee Act, 
warning that failure to 
comply will result in disci-
plinary action and penal-
ties against the responsi-
ble departments. During 
the meeting, Dr. Singh 
instructed the revenue 
department to expedite 
the clearance of all cases 
under RBC 6(4) alongside 
swift processing of undis-
puted account divisions 
and property mutations.  
To promote environ-
mental sustainability, he 
introduced the “Project 
Revive” initiative, under 
which every department 
will form a dedicated 
team to remove concrete 
and wire mesh enclosures 
surrounding nearby trees 
to help them thrive.

GANJA SEIZED

DRI seizes truck 
with 250 kg ganja
RAIPUR:   Acting on a 
tip-off, a team from the 
Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence intercepted 
and seized a truck car-
rying 250 kilograms 
of ganja near Mandir 
Hasaud. Smugglers had 
cleverly concealed the 
contraband beneath a 
consignment of plastic 
plumbing pipes to dis-
guise it as regular cargo. 
Authorities have taken 
the vehicle into custody 
and are currently inter-
rogating the driver while 
further investigations are 
underway.

Entomology, Plant Pathology exam 
papers leaked earlier

This is not the first paper leak case at IGKV (Indira 
Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya). Earlier, the Ento-
mology question paper went viral approximately two 
hours before the examination, prompting the uni-
versity to cancel the test. During the police inves-
tigation, 6 accused individuals—including a profes-
sor from Bharti Agriculture College, Durg—were 
arrested.



117 kgs of sweets 
seized during food 
safety drive

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The seven-
day “Bane Khayo, Bane 
Rahiyo 2.0” food safety 
campaign has concluded 
in Bilaspur, with the Food 
and Drug Administration 
stepping up inspections 
of food establishments. 
During the campaign, offi-
cials inspected 19 firms 
and collected 15 legal sam-
ples and four surveillance 
samples for testing. The 
department also seized 
and destroyed 117 kg of 
sweets after finding food 
being prepared under 
unhygienic conditions. A 
licence of one establish-
ment and the registra-
tion of another were sus-
pended, resulting in the 
closure of the concerned 
premises. During an 
inspection at M/s Shriram 
Sweets in Nagpur, Sir-
gitti, officials found food 
being prepared in unhy-
gienic conditions. Taking 
the matter seriously, the 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration suspended the 
establishment’s licence 

with immediate effect.  
Around 15 kg of barfi was 
also destroyed during 
the action. The depart-
ment said food businesses 
would not be allowed to 
compromise on hygiene 
and food safety stan-
dards. One of the major 
actions during the cam-
paign involved the sei-
zure of around 102 kg of 
Shri Barfi-Mix. The total 
quantity of sweets seized 
and destroyed during the 
campaign reached 117 kg. 
The campaign was inten-
sified following continued 
concerns over food qual-
ity and hygiene. 

The department had 
conducted a similar cam-
paign for only three days 
last year, while this year’s 
drive was extended to 
seven days. 
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100 talented students 
to receive coaching for 
NEET and JEE Prepa-
ration

SIPAT: NTPC Sipat 
launched the ‘Sankalp’ 
Free Coaching Pro-
gramme to provide com-
pet i t ive - examinat ion 
coaching to meritorious 
students of Classes XI 
and XII from government 
schools. The programme 
was inaugurated by San-
jay Agrawal, IAS, Col-
lector, Bilaspur, as Chief 
Guest, in the presence of 
Rajnesh Singh, IPS, SSP 
& DIG, Bilaspur, Guest 
of Honour, and Swapan 
Kumar Mandal, BUH, 
NTPC Sipat.

Under the initiative, 
100 students have been 
selected through an 
entrance examination, 
with separate batches 
of 50 students each for 
Classes XI and XII. Stu-

dents from five nearby 
government schools will 
receive free coaching for 
NEET and JEE, cover-
ing Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematics and Biology. 
Classes will be held four 
days a week, with three 
hours of instruction daily.

Agrawal appreciated 
NTPC Sipat’s initiative 
and encouraged students 

to remain focused, con-
sistent and committed to 
their goals. He empha-
sised the importance of 
providing talented stu-
dents with opportuni-
ties to progress despite 
resource constraints.

Rajnesh Singh 
described ‘Sankalp’ as a 
commendable social ini-
tiative and urged students 
to make full use of the 
opportunity. He encour-
aged them to become 
a source of inspiration 
and progress for society.
Mandal said the pro-

gramme reflects NTPC 
Sipat’s commitment to 
community development 
and educational advance-
ment. He expressed grat-
itude to the Collector 
and SSP & DIG for their 
guidance in shaping the 
initiative.

B.B. Patra, Head 
(Human Resources), 
said the programme was 
developed following a 
suggestion from the Col-
lector. The selected stu-
dents were chosen based 
on their performance in 
an entrance examination 
conducted for students 
from nearby government 
schools. Faculty mem-
bers present at the inau-
guration briefed students 
on the academic plan, 
schedule and guidelines. 
Through ‘Sankalp’, NTPC 
Sipat aims to provide 
students with structured 
guidance and a strong 
foundation for compet-
itive examinations and 
future careers in engi-
neering and medicine.

| CSR INITIATIVE |

NTPC Sipat launches ‘Sankalp’ 
free coaching programme

Bilaspur–Yelahanka weekly 
train service flagged off
Central Chronicle News

New service boosts 
Bilaspur–Bengaluru 
connectivity.

 
BILASPUR:  In a major 
boost to rail connectiv-
ity between Chhattis-
garh and southern India, 
Union Minister of State 
for Housing and Urban 
Affairs and Bilaspur MP 
Tokhan Sahu flagged off 
the Bilaspur–Yelahanka 
weekly regular train ser-
vice at Bilaspur railway 
station on Wednesday. 
The new regular ser-
vice is expected to make 
travel between Bilaspur 
and Bengaluru more con-
venient for passengers 
and strengthen connec-
tivity with major cities in 
southern India.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Sahu said the regu-
lar operation of the train 
would fulfil a long-stand-
ing demand of residents 
of the Bilaspur parlia-
mentary constituency. 
He said the service would 
provide passengers with 

a convenient rail link 
to Bengaluru and other 
important destinations in 
the south.

Train No. 18261 Bilas-
pur–Yelahanka Weekly 
Express will depart from 
Bilaspur every Wednes-
day at 2 pm and reach 
Yelahanka at 7 pm the 
following day. On its 
return journey, Train No. 
18262 Yelahanka–Bilas-
pur Weekly Express will 
leave Yelahanka every 
Thursday at 9.30 pm. 

The train will operate 
through several impor-
tant stations, including 
Bhatapara, Raipur, Durg, 
Rajnandgaon, Dongar-
garh, Gondia, Ballarshah, 
Kazipet, Secunderabad, 
Raichur, Guntakal, Anan-
tapur, Dharmavaram and 
Hindupur, providing pas-
sengers access to a wide 
network of destinations.

Sahu expressed grat-
itude to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Rail-
way Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw for the new rail 
facility. 

He said continuous 
efforts would be made to 
improve passenger ame-
nities and expand rail 
connectivity in the Bilas-
pur region.

The introduction of 
the regular weekly ser-
vice is expected to bene-
fit students, profession-
als, traders, patients and 
other passengers trav-
elling between Bilaspur 
and Bengaluru, while 
also improving access to 
major educational, com-
mercial and employment 
centres in southern India.

FASTFACTS

z DIG Singh urges 
students to seize 
opportunity.

AWARENESS

Awareness  
prog  held at 
ABVU
BILASPUR: City Police 
organised a cyber aware-
ness programme at Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee Univer-
sity as part of its Cyber 
Jagrukta Abhiyan, focus-
ing on growing online 
fraud and ways to protect 
against cybercrime. SSP 
Rajnesh Singh addressed 
students and explained 
the changing methods 
used by cyber fraud-
sters. He cautioned that 
educated and financially 
aware people are also 
increasingly becoming 
victims of online scams. 
He advised students 
to remain alert while 
dealing with suspicious 
calls, messages, links 
and requests for money. 
Police officials explained 
common methods used 
by fraudsters to deceive 
victims and emphasised 
the importance of veri-
fying information before 
taking any financial or 
digital action. Students 
were advised not to 
share passwords, bank-
ing details, OTPs or other 
sensitive information 
with unknown persons.

ARREST

2 accused held 
in molestation
BILASPUR: Hirri police 
have arrested a 27-year-
old man who was alleg-
edly absconding in a 
molestation case regis-
tered following an inci-
dent near Kopra Dam on 
August 3. The accused 
has been identified as 
Ashish Patre, a resident 
of Pachbahra Chhirhap-
ara in the Takhatpur 
area. According to police, 
Patre allegedly molested 
a woman near Kopra 
Dam. The woman initially 
approached Takhatpur 
police station, where her 
complaint was registered 
as a zero FIR.

As the incident 
occurred within the juris-
diction of Hirri police sta-
tion, the case was subse-
quently transferred there 
for further investigation. 
Hirri police launched an 
investigation and began 
efforts to locate the 
accused. Police officials 
traced Patre using mobile 
tower location details and 
subsequently arrested 
him. After completing the 
necessary formalities, the 
accused was produced 
before the court. The 
court remanded Patre to 
judicial custody. Police 
said further investigation 
into the case is underway. 

MISHAP

3 minors 
drowned in 
Ghongha River  

NEWSLINE
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BILASPUR:  Sonia Rajput, 
a resident of Bilaspur 
and beneficiary of the 
Mahtari Vandan Yojana 
(MVY), expressed hap-
piness after receiving 
the latest instalment in 
her bank account ahead 
of Raksha Bandhan. 
She thanked Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai, 
whom she affectionately 
referred to as “Vishnu 
Bhaiya”, for providing 
financial assistance to 
women before the festi-

val. Sonia said receiving 
the instalment shortly 
before Raksha Bandhan 
would help her meet 
household requirements 
and enable her family to 
celebrate the festival with 
greater enthusiasm. She 
described the financial 
assistance as a meaning-
ful support for women 
during the festive period.

She said the Mahtari 
Vandan Yojana provides 
regular financial assis-
tance to women, helping 
them manage various 
household expenses. 

According to her, receiv-
ing the instalment on 
time is a source of happi-
ness and provides women 
with greater financial 
support. Sonia said Rak-
sha Bandhan is a festival 

celebrating the affection 
and bond between broth-
ers and sisters. She added 
that financial assistance 

received from the govern-
ment around the festival 
was particularly helpful 
for women in manag-
ing household needs.
She expressed gratitude 
to Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai and said the Mah-
tari Vandan Yojana was 
becoming an important 
source of financial sup-
port for women across 
Chhattisgarh. The regu-
lar assistance, she said, 
enables women to con-
tribute towards essential 
expenses related to their 
children and families. 

| MAHTARI VANDAN YOJNA    | 

Soniya thanks CM for Mahtari Vandan amount    
Heavy rains disrupt  
road connectivity 
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Continuous 
rainfall in the Bilaspur 
region has disrupted road 
connectivity and affected 
normal movement in sev-
eral areas. 

Rising water levels in 
rivers and waterlogging 
on roads have created 
difficulties for residents 
travelling between vil-
lages and nearby towns. 
Several low-lying roads 
have been affected, 
while swollen rivers and 
streams have increased 
concerns about access to 

some rural areas. Con-
tinuous rainfall has also 
weakened bridges and 
other infrastructure at 
vulnerable locations, 
raising safety concerns 
for commuters.

Residents in affected 
areas have faced difficul-
ties reaching essential 
services, markets and 
other destinations as 
water levels remained 
high. People living close 
to rivers and low-lying 
areas have also been 
advised to remain cau-
tious amid the prevailing 
monsoon conditions. 

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Collector 
Sanjay Agrawal and SSP 
Rajnesh Singh listened to 
public grievances during 
the weekly Jan Darshan 
held at the district office.  
People from urban and 
rural areas submitted 
applications concerning 
personal and commu-
nity-related issues. In 
most cases, the officers 
directed the concerned 
departments to exam-
ine the matters and take 
necessary action. Zila 
Panchayat CEO Sandeep 
Agrawal and Additional 
Collector Dr Jyoti Patel 
also heard grievances 
during the programme.

The sarpanch of Bhain-
sajhar gram panchayat 
submitted a memoran-
dum seeking the benefit 
of a lift irrigation scheme 
for the village. The appli-
cation stated that farm-
ers in the area urgently 
required irrigation facil-
ities and that implemen-
tation of the scheme 
would provide relief and 
improve agricultural 
activities. The sarpanch 
of Lakhasar gram pan-
chayat in Takhatpur 
sought early repair of a 
damaged electricity cable 
and requested that the 
necessary work be com-
pleted promptly. Kartik 

Ram Yadav, a resident of 
Baridih village in Ratan-
pur tehsil, sought com-
pensation for repairing 
his house, which was 
completely damaged dur-
ing heavy rains. He said 
he worked as a labourer 
to support his family. The 
house became severely 
damaged and collapsed 

following the rainfall, 
forcing the family to live 
in the damaged structure. 
He requested compensa-
tion according to govern-
ment rules.

Santosh Kumar Lonia 
sought payment of a 
pending accident insur-
ance claim under the 
Pradhan Mantri Matsya 
Sampada Yojana. Accord-
ing to his application, 
his son died in a road 
accident on December 
23, 2024. Although the 
required documents and 

verification process had 
reportedly been com-
pleted, the insurance 
amount had not been 
received. He said cor-
respondence had also 
been made with the 
concerned department 
and court and requested 
early payment of the Rs 
5 lakh insurance amount.
Anurag Kumar Jaiswal 
of Baridih village sought 
compensation for land, 
house and boundary wall 
acquired for construction 
of National Highway-45.

Irrigation, compensation 
issues raised in Jandarshan

Residents from urban and rural areas  attended the weekly  Jandarshan meeting with 
demands related to irrigation, compensation, electricity and housing.

FASTFACTS

z Officials were 
directed to examine 
complaints promptly 
and take necessary 
action according to 
applicable rules.

zApplicants sought 
assistance for damaged 
houses, pending 
insurance claims, 
land compensation 
and welfare scheme 
benefits.

BJP gears up for 
Mission-2028
BILASPUR: The BJP’s two-
day high-level meeting 
in Raipur focused on 
strengthening the organ-
isation, improving coor-
dination with the admin-
istration and preparing 
the political groundwork 
for the 2028 Assembly 
elections. 

District in-charge 
ministers were asked 
to provide feedback on 
whether administrative 
officers were coordinat-
ing properly with party 
office-bearers, elected 
representatives and 
workers. State BJP in-
charge Ajay Jamwal and 
organisation general 
secretary Pawan Sai also 
directed that pending 
organisational appoint-
ments be completed 
soon.

The meeting made 
it clear that in districts 
where officers are not 
responsive to party rep-
resentatives, in-charge 
ministers should step in 
and play a coordinating 
role. If the situation does 
not improve, adminis-
trative action or changes 
in posting may also be 
considered.According 
to feedback reviewed at 
the meeting, coordina-
tion between the organ-
isation and administra-
tion in Bilaspur district 
was largely satisfactory. 
However, concerns were 
raised over organisa-
tional activities and dis-
satisfaction in the Kota 
and Masturi Assembly 
segments, where the 
BJP’s position has been 
relatively weaker.
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“ A special drive would be 
taken up for traffic awareness 

among the  citizens.” 

Rajnesh Singh  
SSP, Bilaspur

BILASPUR: Three minor 
cousins drowned while 
attempting to cross a 
flooded anicut over the 
Ghongha River in Sam-
dil village under Takhat-
pur block on August 23. 
The children were swept 
away by strong currents 
as water levels had risen 
following heavy rainfall. 
According to reports, 
the incident occurred 
during continuing mon-
soon conditions, when 
several rivers and water 
bodies in the region 
were carrying increased 
water flow.

Necessary action to be taken: Collector

Shivkumar Dhruv of Kekrad in Sakri tehsil raised 
an issue concerning his name being recorded as a 
minor in the paddy procurement slip. He requested 
verification and correction of the record. The Col-
lector directed the concerned officials to examine all 
applications and ensure appropriate resolution of 
the grievances.

FASTFACTS

z The campaign also 
focused on hygiene 
standards, food 
labelling and consumer 
awareness ahead of 
the festive season.

FASTFACTS

z Train runs weekly 
between Bilaspur, 
Yelahanka.

“We are grateful 
that State 

Govt gave the 
amount just 

before Raksha 
Bandhan,”  

Sonia Rajput, 
Beneficiary, MVY. 



Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Student pro-
tests over poor educa-
tional infrastructure are 
spreading across India, 
with increasingly younger 
students raising their 
voices over issues affect-
ing their schools. From 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 
and Bihar to Madhya 
Pradesh, Gen Alpha stu-
dents are demanding 
basic facilities such as 
classrooms, teachers, toi-
lets, electricity, drinking 
water and proper build-
ings.

A notable success came 
in Jaipur’s Rampura vil-

lage, where students had 
been attending classes in 
a cattle enclosure after 
their school building was 
declared dilapidated. Fol-
lowing the ‘School Thik 
Karo’ campaign led by 
the Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP), the Rajasthan gov-
ernment approved con-
struction of a new school 
building.
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“We have to see how all the 
stakeholders are going to respond 

to this because one is the safety 
aspect, and the second is the 

operational impact.”
Ram Mohan Naidu 

Civil Aviation Minister

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieu-
tenant Governor Taranjit 
Singh Sandhu on Wednes-
day directed senior offi-
cers to treat waterlogging 
in the national capital as 
a “disaster” and respond 
on a war footing follow-
ing heavy rainfall that 
disrupted traffic across 
the city. Sandhu, who 
reviewed the situation 
with senior officials late 
Tuesday, called for a 
whole-of-government 
approach and instructed 
heads of departments 
and agencies to remain 
on the ground to ensure 

prompt resolution of cit-
izens’ complaints.

Several weather sta-
tions recorded more than 
100 mm of rainfall on 
Tuesday, making it Del-
hi’s wettest August day 
in two years. Heavy rain 
led to waterlogging at 
several major locations 

and caused traffic conges-
tion on stretches includ-
ing ITO towards Mandi 
House, Vikas Marg, Laxmi 
Nagar, Karol Bagh and 
the Akshardham flyover. 
The LG directed officials 
to prioritise real-time 
action on complaints 
received through media, 

social media and other 
platforms. He also called 
for continuous monitor-
ing to ensure that instruc-
tions were implemented 
and visible improve-
ments reached residents. 
Sandhu said the adminis-
tration’s priority should 
remain providing swift 
relief to citizens and mak-
ing Delhi safer and better 
managed. Meanwhile, 

the New Delhi Municipal 
Council (NDMC) apol-
ogised to residents for 
waterlogging in several 
areas under its jurisdic-
tion. NDMC chairman 
Manoj Kumar Dwivedi 
said the civic body gen-
erally clears waterlogging 
within 15 to 20 minutes, 
but drainage took more 
than an hour at three or 
four locations following 
Tuesday’s heavy rainfall.

The NDMC said it 
would strengthen its sys-
tems and improve pre-
paredness to deal with 
rain-related waterlogging 
more effectively in the 
future.

Delhi LG orders real-time 
action on waterlogging 

On Wednesday, Delhi LG, Taranjit Singh Sandhu instructed senior officers to 
treat the problem of waterlogging in the national capital.

Gen Alpha demand 
accountability 

|  N E W  M I N E S  A C T  A M E N D E D  |

Press Trust Of India

On Wednesday, the 
DMA issued impor-
tant guidelines for 
public safety after 
the rise of H1N1 
cases in the capital.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Medical Association (DMA) 
has issued a public health 
advisory amid a rise in 
H1N1 cases in the national 
capital, urging residents to 
follow respiratory hygiene, 
avoid crowded places and 

seek timely medical advice 
for flu-like symptoms.

Delhi has recorded 
2,308 H1N1 cases in 2026, 
while total Influenza A and 
B infections have crossed 
3,000, with H1N1 currently 
the predominant subtype. 
The DMA advised people 

to cover their mouth and 
nose while coughing or 
sneezing, wash hands fre-
quently and avoid touch-
ing the eyes, nose and 
mouth with unwashed 
hands. People should 
maintain distance from 
those showing influenza 
symptoms and avoid spit-
ting in public.

The association recom-
mended N95 masks for 
people experiencing flu 
symptoms and advised 
healthcare workers to 
wear masks in hospitals, 
clinics and OPDs. 

Medical Association issues 
H1N1 advisory as cases rise

Two-storey 
house
SRINAGAR: Jammu and 
Kashmir Police on Wednes-
day attached a two-sto-
rey residential house in 
Budgam district under 
provisions of the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act as 
part of its ongoing action 
against drug-related activ-
ities.

According to a police 
spokesperson, the prop-
erty belongs to Noor Mohd 
Dar, son of Mohammad 
Ismail Dar and a resi-
dent of Hapatnar in Cha-
rar-i-Shareif. The attach-
ment was carried out 
under Section 68-F(1) of 
the NDPS Act.

Former CM Raghubar Das  
hails New Mines Act

Press Trust Of India

RANCHI: Former Jhark-
hand chief minister and 
BJP leader Raghubar Das 
on Wednesday defended 
the recently amended 
Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regu-
lation) Act, 2026, saying 
it would benefit both the 
state and the nation. He 
accused the ruling JMM-
Congress alliance of mis-
leading people by creating 
confusion over the legisla-
tion.

Addressing the media 
at the BJP state headquar-

ters, Das alleged that ille-
gal mining of coal, sand 
and stone was widespread 
in several districts, includ-
ing Dhanbad, Bokaro, 
Chatra, Hazaribag, Saheb-
ganj and Dumka.

Das said the amended 

law would help curb ille-
gal mining and encourage 
transparent legal mining, 
thereby increasing bene-
fits for the state. He said 
90 per cent of the total tax 
revenue generated from 
the mining sector goes to 
the state and claimed this 
arrangement would con-
tinue.

He also highlighted the 
District Mineral Founda-
tion Trust (DMFT), intro-
duced by the Centre in 
2015 to support develop-
ment in mining-affected 
areas, in addition to roy-
alty payments.

LUCKNOW

Law and order
Samajwadi Party chief 

Akhilesh Yadav on Wednes-
day alleged that women 
have been reduced to “slo-
gans” under the BJP gov-
ernment and accused it of 
failing to address crimes 
and insecurity faced by 
women in Uttar Pradesh.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the SP headquar-
ters, Yadav announced that 
his party would launch the 
“Stree Samman Samriddhi 
Yojana” if voted to power 
in the 2027 Assembly elec-
tions. Under the proposed 
scheme, women would 
receive Rs 40,000 annually 
to strengthen their eco-
nomic position.

Yadav also promised 
that the SP would give 
more Assembly tickets to 
women than the BJP and 
demanded implementation 
of the women’s reservation 
law in the upcoming elec-
tions.

GUWAHATI

High alert 
Assam Chief Minister 

Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Tuesday night said secu-
rity personnel prevented 
11 foreign nationals from 
illegally entering India 
through the state’s South 
Salmara-Mankachar dis-
trict.

In a social media post, 
Sarma said the group 
was swiftly identified and 
stopped before crossing 
the international border. 
However, he did not pro-
vide details about their 
nationality or ethnicity.

“Assam remains alert. 
Illegal entry will be 
stopped each day, each 
time,” the chief minis-
ter said, reaffirming the 
state government’s focus 
on preventing unautho-
rised entry into India.

HIGHLIGHT

z He asked for real-
time action and to 
treat the condition as a 
disaster.

FASTFACTS

z After the Gen Z 
protests regarding 
poor educational 
infrastructure, the Gen 
Alpha has also joined 
the protest.

|  H1N1 CASES | 

|  B O L D  R E M A R K S  |

Press Trust Of India

PATNA: Six-year-old Adi-
tya, a slum-dwelling 
boy from Punaichak in 
Patna, became the cen-
tre of attention during 
a students’ protest over 
demands related to Bihar 
Public Service Commis-
sion (BPSC) examinations 
on Tuesday.

Dressed in a T-shirt, 
denim trousers and a tra-

ditional tilak, Aditya par-
ticipated in the demon-
stration and impressed 
journalists with his 
confident and sharp 
remarks. He said Chief 
Minister Samrat Choud-
hary should resign and 
demanded action against 
those responsible for 
ordering the alleged lathi-
charge.

Social media users 
later circulated claims 

that the child had been 
arrested for participat-
ing in the protest. Police, 

however, rejected the 
claim, saying Aditya was 
taken to a police station 
only for his safety and 
was subsequently handed 
over to his mother, who 
works as a domestic help.

An officer said the par-
ents, including Aditya’s 
daily-wage worker father, 
were advised to be more 
careful and not allow the 
child to wander in a trou-
bled area.

Six- year-old boy steals  
spotlight at student protest

| RESIGNATION REPORTS | 

Nagendra denies resignation amid Oppn pressure
Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: Karnataka 
Planning and Statistics 
Minister B Nagendra on 
Wednesday dismissed 
media reports claiming 
that he had offered to 
resign from the state Cabi-
net, describing the reports 
as completely untrue.

Speculation had 
emerged that Nagendra 

had met Chief Minis-
ter D K Shivakumar and 
expressed his willingness 
to step down to avoid 
further embarrassment 
to the Congress leader-
ship. However, Nagendra’s 
office issued a statement 
denying any such develop-
ment.

“The reports currently 
being aired in the media 
are completely untrue. I 

have not received any call 
from the Chief Minister’s 
Office, and there has been 
no discussion regarding 

any resignation,” the state-
ment quoted Nagendra as 
saying.

The Opposition BJP 
and its ally JD(S) have 
been demanding Nagen-
dra’s removal over alleged 
financial irregularities 
amounting to Rs 89 crore 
in the Karnataka Maharshi 
Valmiki Scheduled Tribes 
Development Corpora-
tion.

The controversy 
erupted after corporation 
accounts officer Chan-
drasekharan P died by 
suicide in May 2024, leav-
ing behind a note alleging 
unauthorised transfers of 
funds. Subsequent inves-
tigations alleged that large 
amounts were transferred 
from the corporation’s 
bank accounts to various 
other accounts.

Women adorn a pookalam, a traditional rangoli made with fresh flower petals and leaves, during the Onam 
festival, in Chikkamagaluru.

Onam celebrates Kerala’s culture, unity &prosperity

MUMBAI: The Maharash-
tra Public Service Com-
mission (MPSC) has 
cancelled the recruit-
ment process for Drug 
Inspector Group-B posts 
under the Food and 
Drug Administration 
Department following 
a preliminary inquiry 
into alleged malpractice 
in the screening exami-

nation held earlier this 
year.

The commission 
decided on Tuesday to 
conduct a fresh exami-

nation, saying the move 
was necessary to ensure 
equal opportunity for all 
candidates and protect 
the integrity, transpar-
ency and credibility of 
its recruitment process.

The screening exami-
nation was conducted 
offline on March 22 at 
six divisional headquar-
ters across Maharashtra. 

The result was declared 
on June 12, with 506 
candidates qualifying 
for interviews. Of these, 
488 appeared for inter-
views held between July 
1 and 22. The provisional 
merit list later included 
488 candidates, of whom 
485 were eligible for 
appointment and three 
were declared ineligible.

MPSC drug inspector recruitment 
voided after leak probe

Power snag delays  
Mumbai Harbour Line 

MUMBAI: Suburban train 
services on Mumbai’s 
Harbour Line were briefly 
disrupted on Wednes-
day afternoon after a bird 
became entangled with 
the pantograph of a local 
train, causing the over-
head equipment (OHE) to 
trip at Kharghar railway 
station. According to Cen-
tral Railway chief public 
relations officer Swapnil 

Nila, the incident occurred 
at around 2.08 pm as a 
suburban train was enter-
ing Kharghar station. The 
train was detained tempo-
rarily following the OHE 
disruption. Commuters 
reported seeing smoke 
emerging from the panto-
graph of the train’s third 
unit, which caused panic 
among passengers at the 
station.

Bengal Governor R N Ravi, CM 
greet people on Milad-un-Nabi
KOLKATA: West Bengal Gov-
ernor R N Ravi and Chief 
Minister Suvendu Adhikari 
on Wednesday extended 
greetings to people on the 
occasion of Milad-un-Nabi, 
which marks the birth anni-
versary of Prophet Muham-
mad. Adhikari expressed 
hope that the occasion 
would inspire people to 
uphold the values of benev-
olence and brotherhood. 

In a social media post, he 
conveyed his greetings and 
highlighted the importance 
of these virtues. Governor 
Ravi also greeted people, 
saying the auspicious occa-

sion should strengthen the 
bonds of unity, love and 
fraternity in society. He 
wished for peace, well-be-
ing and prosperity for 
everyone and called for 
continued efforts towards 
building a harmonious and 
progressive Bharat. Former 
West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee also 
extended her greetings on 
Milad-un-Nabi. 

NEW DELHI

Two acquitted
A Delhi court has acquit-

ted two men accused of 
murdering their co-worker 
Shahnawaj in 2016, observ-
ing that the prosecution 
case was based largely on 
“strong suspicion” and 
lacked reliable evidence to 
establish their guilt.

Additional Sessions 
Judge Harvinder Singh, in 
an order dated August 25, 
said moral conviction, how-
ever strong, cannot replace 
a legal conviction based on 
convincing evidence.

The prosecution alleged 
that Azeem and Nadeem 
conspired to kill Shahnawaj 
following a dispute between 
Nadeem and the deceased 
over a woman.

BENGALURU

Khader seeks action
Karnataka Health 

Minister U T Khader 
on Wednesday sought 
action against a Cen-
tral food safety official 
for allegedly delay-
ing action on the 
state’s request to sus-
pend food licences of 
e-commerce platforms 
accused of supply-
ing poisonous Datura 
fruits and seeds with 
food orders.

The state govern-
ment had on Tuesday 
ordered suspension of 
food licences of Ama-
zon, Swiggy Instamart 
and BigBasket after 
officials reportedly 
found Datura, also 
known as thornapple, 
being supplied as a 
complimentary item.

NEWSLINE
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Central Chronicle News

KORBA: Self-Help Groups 
(SHGs) are playing a sig-
nificant role in empower-
ing rural women econom-
ically and helping them 
become self-reliant. 

Through the ‘Bihan’ 
scheme, women are turn-
ing their skills and hard 
work in to sustainable 
livelihoods and achieving 
the status of ‘Lakhpati 
Didis’ by earning more 
than Rs 1 lakh annually.

Jaya Rathia of Bela vil-
lage in Korba district is an 
example of how collective 
support, determination 
and modern agricultural 
practices can transform 
lives. She learned about 

the Bihan scheme in 
2017 and joined the Mad-
warani Self-Help Group, 
which has 11 members. 
After joining the group, 
she actively participated 
in savings and credit 
activities and took a loan 
to strengthen her live-

lihood. With financial 
assistance from the SHG 
and her own efforts, 
Rathia adopted vegetable 
cultivation. She has now 
developed a vegetable 
garden using drip irriga-
tion, a modern technique 
that helps conserve water 

and improve agricultural 
productivity. She grows 
vegetables including 
yardlong beans, cucum-
bers and bitter gourds, 
which she sells in the 
local market. Her regular 
income from vegetable 
cultivation, combined 

with her participation in 
SHG activities, has helped 
her annual earnings cross 
the Rs 1 lakh mark. 

This achievement has 
earned her the identity 
of a ‘Lakhpati Didi’ and 
strengthened her fami-
ly’s financial condition. 
Beyond economic bene-
fits, it has also increased 
Rathia’s confidence and 
encouraged her to inspire 
other women in her com-
munity.

Government support makes 
Jaya Rathia lakhpati

By joining the Bihan scheme, women in every district of the state are  
becoming self-employed and empowered. 

Lightning claims 
lives of Baiga couple

|  P A N I C  G R I P S  M O T O R I S T S  |

Central Chronicle News

AMBIKAPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh Teachers’ Struggle 
Front organised a rally in 
Ambikapur on Tuesday, 
demanding resolution of 
various issues concerning 
the teaching cadre. After 
the protest, teachers sub-
mitted a memorandum to 
the District Collector.

Teachers from across 
the Surguja division par-
ticipated in the rally, 
stating that repeated 
representations to the 
government had failed 

to bring significant prog-
ress. They demanded 
clear decisions and 
time-bound action on 
their concerns. A major 
issue was the manda-
tory Teacher Eligibility 

Test (TET). Teachers’ 
organisations sought 
exemption from the 
requirement, along with 
correction of salary dis-
crepancies affecting assis-
tant     teachers. 

Ambikapur teachers rally 
for key demands

State invites 
nominations for 
sports awards
SAKTI: The Directorate of 
Sports and Youth Welfare, 
Raipur, has invited online 
applications from eligible 
players, coaches and ref-
erees for the State Sports 
Awards and other hon-
ours for the 2025-26 finan-
cial year.  The awards 
include the Shaheed Rajiv 
Pandey Award, Shaheed 
Kaushal Yadav Award, 
Pankaj Vinod Chaubey 
Samman, Veer Hanuman 
Singh Award and Shaheed 
Vinod Chaubey Samman. 
The deprtment will also 
confer the Chief Minister’s 
Trophy on teams winning 
medals in national com-
petitions.

Tuskers disrupts highway traffic
Central Chronicle News

KORBA: Traffic on a 
National Highway in 
Korba district’s Katghora 
Forest Division was dis-
rupted after a herd of 
around 10 elephants was 
spotted in the Kendai 
Range. The incident 
occurred when a diesel 
tanker driver honked at 
an elephant crossing the 
road.

 The sudden noise 
reportedly agitated the 
animal, which charged 
towards the driver. The 
driver managed to escape 
by fleeing into the nearby 
forest. Vehicle move-

ment on the highway 
was temporarily affected. 
Forest officials and wild-
life experts have urged 
motorists to maintain a 
safe distance from ele-
phants, avoid honking 
and allow the animals 
to cross the road safely. 
People have also been 
advised not to approach 
elephants, step out of 
vehicles for photographs 
or videos, or attempt 

to provoke them. The 
Forest Department has 
increased surveillance in 
the Kendai Range, with 
teams monitoring ele-
phant movements and 
alerting villagers and 
motorists. The incident 
highlights the growing 
risk of human-wildlife 
conflict in Korba, where 
forests lie close to indus-
trial areas and elephant 
movement routes.

|   M O N E Y  S A N C T I O N E D  F O R  R O A D S  |

Central Chronicle News

KORBA: More than Rs 17.50 
crore has been sanctioned 
from the District Mineral 
Foundation (DMF) fund for 
resurfacing 13 major roads 
in Korba city. The district 
administration has granted 
administrative approval for 
the road improvement works.

Poor road conditions, 
particularly potholes and 
damaged surfaces during the 
monsoon, have long affected 
traffic and daily commuting in 
the city. The proposed resur-

facing is expected to improve 
road quality and ease move-
ment for motorists.

As a mining-affected dis-
trict, Korba uses DMF funds 
for local development and 
strengthening basic infra-
structure. The road improve-
ment project covers several 

important routes across the 
city rather than being limited 
to a single locality. Improved 
roads are expected to provide 
easier access to schools, hos-
pitals, markets and govern-
ment offices while reducing 
travel time for commuters 
and commercial vehicles.

Rs 17.5 crore approved for 13 roads
|  M O N I T O R I N G  S C H E M E S  I N T E N S I F I E D  |

Central Chronicle News

BAIKUNTHPUR: Koriya district 
is placing emphasis on the ‘Sug-
hghar Chhattisgarh’ campaign 
to ensure government schemes 
and administrative services 
reach the last person in the 
queue. The initiative focuses 
on providing rural residents 
with information about welfare 
schemes, simplifying access to 
services and monitoring appli-
cations to ensure eligible bene-

ficiaries receive timely benefits. 
The campaign is particularly 
important for Koriya, where 
a large rural population lives 
across forested and remote 
areas. Schemes related to agri-
culture, healthcare, education, 
women and child development, 
employment and social secu-
rity directly affect rural fami-
lies. Improving the delivery of 
these services is expected to 
strengthen good governance at 
the grassroots level.

Koriya monitors 31 schemes 
through technology

Collector hears citizens’ 
grievances at Jandarshan
JANJGIR-CHAMPA: Col-
lector Janmejay Mahobe 
interacted with citizens 
from various parts of the 
district during the weekly 
Jan-Darshan public griev-
ance programme held at 
the Collectorate meeting 
hall. He listened to their 
concerns and directed 
officials of the concerned 
departments to ensure 
timely resolution. A total 

of 66 applications were 
received during the ses-
sion. The grievances cov-
ered a range of issues, 
including correction of 
entries in Land Rights 
Books, gas connections 

under the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojana, pensions, 
transfer of residential lease 
titles, loans under the 
Pradhan Mantri Scheduled 
Caste Abhyudaya Yojana 
and compensation. Citi-
zens also submitted appli-
cations concerning land 
demarcation, mutation of 
land records, encroach-
ment, ration cards and 
Aadhaar cards.

HIGHLIGHT

z Jaya Rathia has also 
enlisted in the scheme 
which has helped her 
become a Lakhpati 
Didi.

Rakhi campaign boosts local products in MCB
CHIRMIRI-BHARATPUR: 
An initiative was launched 
in Manendragarh-Chirm-
iri-Bharatpur (MCB) dis-
trict to promote locally 
made products and 
strengthen the economic 
activities of women’s self-
help groups (SHGs) dur-
ing Raksha Bandhan. The 
district’s Public Relations 
Department highlighted 
the ‘Rakhi campaign’ on 
August 24 and 25. Locally 
crafted Rakhis are pro-

viding women’s groups 
with an opportunity to 
generate income while 
showcasing their tradi-
tional skills. Increased 
demand for Rakhis during 

the festival season gives 
SHGs a platform to access 
local markets and cre-
ate employment within 
villages. Women in rural 
areas are being linked 
with training and liveli-
hood activities through 
government schemes, 
producing food-process-
ing items, handicrafts and 
agriculture-based prod-
ucts. Encouraging people 
to purchase locally made 
Rakhis can directly sup-

port rural women and 
strengthen the identity of 
local products. Officials 
and community groups 
can further expand these 
opportunities through 
stable markets, better 
packaging and online 
sales. This could help 
SHGs transform sea-
sonal Rakhi-making into 
regular businesses, pro-
moting self-reliance and 
strengthening the rural 
economy.

Sakti workshop promotes 
export awareness
SAKTI: A one-day dis-
trict-level workshop was 
organised in Sakti under 
the RAMP scheme by the 
Office of the General Man-
ager, District Trade and 
Industries Centre, to pro-
mote exports and provide 
local entrepreneurs with 
practical knowledge of 
export procedures. Held 
at the Giriraj Night Shelter 
on Station Road, the work-

shop was attended by 
entrepreneurs, industry 
representatives and offi-
cials from various depart-
ments.Experts explained 
the different stages of the 
export process, including 
registration, preparation 
of essential documents, 
quality standards, cus-
toms procedures, logis-
tics management and         
shipment. 

FIRE

Fire engulfs 
two vehicles in 
Pendra
PENDRA: A fire broke 
out late at night in two 
dilapidated cars parked 
behind Kavya Petrol 
Pump on the Pendra-Gau-
rela main road, trigger-
ing panic among nearby 
residents. A fire brigade 
team reached the spot 
promptly and brought the 
blaze under control, pre-
venting it from spreading 
to the petrol pump and 
surrounding vehicles.

According to local 
residents, both cars had 
been lying in a damaged 
condition at the location 
for a long time. The exact 
cause of the fire is yet to 
be established and may 
require investigation to 
determine whether it was 
caused by a short circuit, 
inflammable material or 
another factor.

INSPECTION

Collector inspects 
medical college 
healthcare services 
AMBIKAPUR: Collector 
Ajit Vasant conducted a 
surprise inspection of the 
hospital affiliated with the 
Government Medical Col-
lege to review operational 
arrangements and patient 
facilities. During the visit, 
he assessed the services 
available to patients 
and directed officials 
to undertake necessary 
improvements.

The Municipal Cor-
poration was instructed 
to promptly address 
seepage-related issues 
within the hospital prem-
ises. The Collector also 
directed officials to begin 
preparations for intro-
ducing eye transplant 
services at the medical 
college.

DIALOGUE HELD

Koriya hosts Khelo 
India Samvad 
programme
BAIKUNTHPUR: The 
‘Khelo India Samvad’ 
(Khelo India Dialogue) 
programme was orga-
nised at Government 
New Girls’ College in Bai-
kunthpur, Koriya district, 
with the aim of creating 
greater awareness among 
youth about sports activ-
ities and career oppor-
tunities in the sporting 
sector. The programme 
highlighted the impor-
tance of encouraging 
young people, partic-
ularly those from rural 
areas and small towns, to 
participate in sports and 
explore opportunities 
available through various 
sporting platforms. 

REVIEW HELD

Collector reviews 
revenue department 
for efficiency
Gaurela-Pendra-Mar-
wahi: The Dist Collector 
reviewed the functioning 
of the Revenue Department 
in the district, according to 
information released by 
the Dist Public Relations 
Department on August 25. 
The review covered key 
revenue-related services, 
including maintenance of 
land records, mutation of 
titles, land demarcation, 
issuance of certificates 
and other administrative 
matters. Timely delivery 
of these services is partic-
ularly important for resi-
dents of rural areas who 
often depend on revenue 
offices for essential docu-
mentation.

|  TEACHERS TAKE OUT MASS RALLY | 

Central Chronicle News

GPM: A husband and wife 
died after being struck by 
lightning at their home in 
Katra Dhapnipani village 
under Marwahi police sta-
tion limits in Gaurela-Pen-
dra-Marwahi district on 
Saturday night. Police 
identified the deceased as 
Mangal Singh, 45, and his 
wife Biraspatia Bai, 40. 
The incident came to light 
on August 23. The tragedy 
occurred amid heavy rain-
fall, highlighting the dan-
gers posed by lightning in 
rural and forest-adjacent 
areas. The couple’s deaths 
have cast a pall of gloom 
over the village, leaving 
their family and neigh-
bours in shock and grief. 
Authorities and the Mete-
orological Department 
regularly advise people 
to avoid open fields, trees 
and contact with electrical 

appliances during thun-
derstorms. The risk is par-
ticularly significant in Mar-
wahi, where many villagers 
depend on agriculture and 
forest-based livelihoods. 
The incident also under-
lines the need for timely 
weather warnings through 
mobile alerts, panchayat 
networks and local admin-
istrative channels. The 
administration is expected 
to provide assistance to the 
bereaved family according 
to established norms.

Bilaspur Region
FASTFACTS

z On Saturday night, a 
Baiga couple residing 
in a Marwahi village 
were struck by 
lightning causing their 
immediate deaths.

zThe incident was 
caused due to heavy 
rainfall in the village.

| JOB FAIR | 

Manendragarh job fair offers 135 positions
Central Chronicle News

MANENDRAGARH: A job 
fair was organised in 
Manendragarh in the 
Manendragarh-Chirm-
iri-Bharatpur (MCB) 
district on August 25 
to connect educated 
and trained youth with 
employment opportu-
nities. According to the 
District Public Relations 

Department, recruitment 
opportunities for 135 posi-
tions were made avail-
able through the event. 
The initiative aimed to 

provide young people 
with direct access to com-
panies and private-sector 
employers, helping them 
explore career opportu-

nities within or near their 
district. Such job fairs are 
particularly important 
for youth who may oth-
erwise have to travel to 
other cities in search of 
employment.

The district adminis-
tration facilitated the par-
ticipation of eligible can-
didates according to the 
prescribed procedures. 
The event enabled appli-

cants to learn about avail-
able positions, eligibility 
requirements and selec-
tion processes while also 
giving them an opportu-
nity to apply directly for 
suitable jobs.

Creating local employ-
ment opportunities in 
Manendragarh, Chirmiri 
and Bharatpur remains 
an important priority for 
the administration. 

PM Housing approval may lapse 
without construction. 

 
Sanjay Agrawal 

Collector Bilaspur
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Daily Horoscope 

You may get rid of your tension. 
Your idea of saving money for 
yourself can be accomplished 
today. Today you will be 
able to save appropriately. 
Business contacts that you have 
developed recently will benefit 
in the long run. You need to 
work on your shortcomings.

Cosmic tip: Learn new ways of 
going about this.

Your ailment could be the cause 
of unhappiness. You need to 
overcome it as early as possible 
to restore the happiness in the 
family. Avoid overspending 
and dubious financial schemes. 
Children demand attention but 
bring happiness. Your energy 
levels will be high.

Cosmic tip: Your awareness is 
showing you something. 

ARIES Taurus

Today is not a very high-energy 
day for you and you will get 
irritated over small matters. 
Your idea of saving money for 
yourself can be accomplished 
today. Today you will be able to 
save appropriately. Today you 
move with new excitement and 
confidence.

Cosmic tip: Do your research 
and make decisions.

Support of highly influential 
people will give a big boost to 
your moral. Control your expenses 
and try not to be too lavish in 
your spending today. Have fun 
with friends and relatives. This is 
one of those great days when you 
will feel good at the workplace. 
Businessmen can also earn profits 
in business today.
Cosmic tip: Believe in yourself 
and you will do it.

Gemini Cancer 

You must realize that disrespect 
and taking someone for 
granted severely jeopardise 
a relationship. If you had 
borrowed some money from a 
member of your family, then 
it is best to return it today, or 
else that member can take legal 
action against you. Concentrate 
on your work and stay clear of 
emotional confrontations. 

Cosmic tip: Get to know yourself 
enough.

Don’t hesitate to express your 
views. Let not allow confidence 
deficiency take over you as it will 
only complicate your problem and 
could retard your progress. Express 
yourself to regain your confidence 
and smile hearty to tackle the 
problem. You’ll come to understand 
the fact today that investing often 
proves to be very beneficial for you.

Cosmic tip: Trust yourself to 
handle life.

Leo Virgo 

Pressure from seniors at workplace 
and discord at home might 
bring some stress- which would 
disturb your concentration at 
work. Monetary transactions 
will continuously take place 
throughout the day, and after the 
end of the day, you will be able to 
save enough. Today you should 
concentrate on the needs of others.

Cosmic tip: Gain objectivity to 
notice.

Find the solace in the company of 
children. The therapeutic powers 
of children not only those of your 
own family but even the off-springs 
of others can give you solace and 
calm your anxiety. People who had 
invested somewhere are likely to 
suffer financial loss today. Resolve 
your long-standing quarrel today as 
tomorrow may be very late. 

Cosmic tip: There is humour in 
every situation.

Libra Scorpio

A day when you will be able 
to relax. Massage your body 
with oil to give relief to 
your muscles. Simply ignore 
those who approach you for 
temporary loans. Unexpected 
guests crowd your place in the 
evening. Added knowledge that 
you acquire today would give 
you an edge when dealing with 
peers. 

Cosmic tip: Your energy 
determines the outcome.

Don’t self medicate as chances 
of drug dependency may 
increase. Today, you are likely 
to attain benefits from the help 
of your brother or sister. You 
can expect problems at home- if 
you do not spend time with 
family members. There are 
chances that tensions between 
you and your spouse will 
escalate.

Cosmic tip: You are being 
recognised.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Today is also a good day to 
follow religious and spiritual 
interest. Financially, you 
will remain strong. Due to 
the benefic placement of 
planets and nakshatras, 
you’ll come across numerous 
opportunities to earn money 
today. Fashion a sublime 
rhythm in your life.

Cosmic tip: Review everyone’s 
motives.

Some of you who have 
been working overtime 
lately and with your energy 
lagging. By spending money 
on essential household 
items, you will definitely 
face financial distress 
today, but this will save you 
from many future troubles. 
Do not neglect your social 
life. 

Cosmic tip: What is this 
situation teaching you?

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH
Pioneer of scientific 

leadership
The lady lives on

Fun&Focus

Sir Dorabji Tata played a 
crucial role in Indian space 
research. His financial back-
ing and personal involvement 
enabled nuclear physicist 
Homi Bhabha and other pio-
neers to build world-class 
research facilities in India.

The grand ‘Onam 
Sadhya’ feast is scientifi-
cally balanced according to 
Ayurveda to stimulate all six 
taste receptors (Shadrasa) - 
sweet, sour, salty, pungent, 
bitter, and astringent. The 
meal’s structure follows a 
metabolic logic. The food is 
strictly vegetarian.

Across
1 Mythical winged horse (7)
5 One who steals (5)
8 Go up (5)
9 Exact copy (7)
10 Nuclear process (7)
11 Pig (5)
12 Fourth sign of the zodiac (6)
14 A dozen (6)
18 Felt concern (5)
20 Futile (7)
22 Airman (7)
23 Faithfully (5)
24 Composer of “The Merry 
Widow” (5)
25 Saturday and Sunday (7)	

Down
1 Peaceable (7)
2 Profits (5)
3 Die down (7)
4 Become smaller (6)
5 Spanish savoury snacks or 

appetisers (5)
6 First letter (7)
7 Distress signal (5)
13 County town of Norfolk (7)
15 Grapple (7)
16 Attempted (7)
17 Rabbit’s home (6)
18 Swimming stroke (5)
19 Discourage, dissuade (5)
21 Evade (5)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION- 214

SUDOKU- 215

SUDOKU SOLUTION- 214

CROSSWORD -215 DAILY WORD SEARCH
n 	  Al Dente
n Crouton
n Marinade
n Baste
n Daube
n Poach
n Blanch
n Fillet
n Prove
n Braise

n Fondue
n Reduce
n Boil
n Glaze
n Roast
n Broil
n Gratin
n Tartare
n Confit
n Julienne

1.August 27 holds several notable milestones in Indian history, ranging from 
the 1781 (Battle of Pollilur) and the 1870 establishment of Shramajivi Sangha.

2. On this day in 1999, Sonali Banerjee officially became India’s first female 
marine engineer and same year and day, India released Pakistani prisoners 
of war held during the Kargil conflict.

3. Also born on this day were in 1859, Sir Dorabji Tata and N.V. Ramana 
in 1957.

4. On August 27, 1955, the first edition of the Guinness Book of World 
Records was published in the UK.

TATA in science & 
Research

Born on this day, in 1859, 
the pioneering industrialist 
Sir Dorabji Tata helped build 
India’s scientific foundation 
by funding and establishing 
premier research institu-
tions and medical centres. 
IISc, TIFR, TISS are the pre-
mier institutes which Sir 
Tata founded. 

August 26- THE DAY IN HISTORY

(1) Pituitary gland (2) Captain Mohan Singh (3) Levi Strauss 
(4) Ashwatthama (5) Technical Knockout (6) 80 soldiers (7) 
Spaghetti & Meatball

Which small, pea-sized gland at 
the base of the brain is known 
as the “master gland” because 
it controls the activity of many 
other endocrine glands?

Which Indian Army officer first 
formed the Indian National 
Army (INA) in 1942 from Indian 
prisoners of war in Southeast Asia, 
before it was later reorganized 
under Subhas Chandra Bose?

During the California Gold Rush in 1850, 
a German immigrant moved to San 
Francisco to sell canvas to miners. When 
the canvas did not sell well, he used it 
to make sturdy work pants instead. Who 
was this entrepreneur?
 

In the Mahabharata, which warrior had a 
magical gem (mani) on his forehead that 
protected him from hunger, thirst, disease, 
and weapons?

In professional boxing, what is the term 
for a fight that ends when a boxer is 
unable to continue after being knocked 
down three times in the same round?
 

How many soldiers did Liechtenstein 
famously send to fight alongside Austria 
in the Austro-Prussian War of 1866, a 
detachment that reportedly saw no combat, 
suffered no casualties?

In an annual Thanksgiving tradition, all 
but which has been the name of turkeys 
pardoned by a U.S. president?
 

The ‘Art of Ignoring’ is the intentional practice of 
choosing where to spend your attention no matter 
what.

It means refusing to react to trivial drama, 
pointless arguments, or endless noise.

By treating your focus as a limited resource, you 
protect your peace and save energy for what truly 
matters.

Pause before reacting

Ask if it matters?

Choose silence

Drop the need to win

You needn’t win before your family

The biggest conversations are won by silence

Remember to give respect as your ignore

He was an iconic painter, sculptor, 
and author. His most famous 
painting is Camel of Hardships 
(1973) which features an elderly 
porter carrying the city of 
Jerusalem on his back. The image 
became a powerful national symbol 
for the endurance and memory 
of the Palestinian people. His 
career spanned over five decades, 
using figurative styles, traditional 
symbols, mud, and acrylics to 
document Palestinian displacement, 
olive trees, and rural villages. He 
breathed his last on August 24, 
2026, at the age of 79.



Press Trust Of India

TOKYO: India is seeking 
to deepen economic and 
investment cooperation 
with Japan, with the gov-
ernment encouraging 
Japanese companies to 
expand their presence and 
partnerships in the Indian 
market. Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal recently highlighted 
the growing strategic 
importance of India-Japan 
economic ties and called 
for greater investment and 
business collaboration.

Japan is an important 
investment partner for 
India, particularly in areas 
such as automobiles, 

infrastructure, manufac-
turing, electronics and 
technology. 

Japanese companies 
have established signifi-
cant operations in India 
over several decades, 
while Indian policymakers 
increasingly view Japan 
as an important source 
of long-term capital and 
advanced manufacturing 
capabilities. 

The push for additional 
Japanese investment 
comes against the back-
ground of India’s broader 
effort to strengthen 
domestic manufacturing 
and integrate the coun-
try into global supply 
chains. India wants mul-

tinational companies to 
use the country not only 
as a consumer market 
but also as a manufac-
turing and export base. 
Japanese investment can 
be particularly valuable 
because Japanese compa-

nies often bring advanced 
production technology, 
quality-control systems 
and established interna-
tional supply networks. 
Partnerships with Indian 
companies can therefore 
create opportunities for 
technology transfer and 
skill development.

The investment push 
also has a regional dimen-
sion. As global compa-
nies diversify their man-
ufacturing bases, India 
is competing with other 
Asian economies for new 
factories and supply-chain 
investment. Stronger ties 
with Japan could help 
India attract investment 
in sectors that require 

large-scale infrastructure 
and skilled workers. 

The government has 
been working to improve 
the investment environ-
ment through produc-
tion-linked incentives, 
infrastructure develop-
ment and efforts to sim-
plify business processes. 

Such measures are 
intended to encourage 
companies to establish 
production facilities in 
India and increase domes-
tic value addition.

For Indian businesses, 
greater Japanese partici-
pation can create oppor-
tunities for joint ventures, 
component suppliers and 
technology partnerships. 

Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: India’s engineer-
ing export sector delivered 
a strong performance in 
July, highlighting the con-
tinued competitiveness 
of Indian manufacturers 
in international markets. 
Engineering goods exports 
rose 18 per cent year-on-
year to $12.24 billion, com-
pared with $10.40 billion 
in July 2025.

 The increase is partic-
ularly significant because 
exporters are operat-
ing against a challenging 
backdrop of geopolitical 
tensions and disruptions 
affecting global trade 
routes.  The United States 
remained India’s largest 

destination for engineering 
products. This is impor-
tant because the US market 
represents a major source 
of demand for Indian 
machinery, industrial com-
ponents, electrical equip-
ment, automobiles and 
other manufactured prod-
ucts. The export perfor-
mance demonstrates that 
India’s manufacturing sec-
tor is increasingly capable 
of serving sophisticated 
overseas markets.

India-Japan tie-up targets  
new business investment

India and Japan are strengthening economic cooperation, with New Delhi seeking greater Japanese 
investment, technology partnerships and manufacturing opportunities.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India’s steel 
industry is showing con-
tinued expansion, sup-
ported by strong domestic 
consumption and infra-
structure activity. 

Government data 
reported by DD News indi-
cates that finished steel 
production increased 4.7 
per cent during April–July, 
while consumption rose 
7.9 per cent over the same 
period. The numbers 
are significant because 

steel demand is closely 
linked to infrastructure 
construction, housing, 
automobiles, railways, 
manufacturing and capi-
tal expenditure. A faster 

increase in consumption 
than production indicates 
that domestic demand 
remains strong and that 
steel producers are ben-
efiting from ongoing eco-

nomic activity. India is 
already one of the world’s 
largest steel producers. 
The sector has expanded 
considerably over the 
past decade as the gov-
ernment and private com-
panies have invested in 
new capacity. According 
to industry data, India’s 
finished steel production 
reached about 160.90 mil-
lion tonnes in FY26, while 
consumption was around 
163.7 million tonnes. Gov-
ernment infrastructure 
spending is an important 

driver of demand. Roads, 
railways, ports, airports, 
power projects and urban 
infrastructure require 
large quantities of steel. 
Continued public capital 
expenditure can therefore 
support steel companies 
even when some parts 
of the global economy  
are weak.

The government has 
also focused on strength-
ening domestic steel pro-
duction and reducing 
excessive dependence  
on imports.

| DOMESTIC DEMAND | 

Steel production rises amid domestic demand
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BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: Indian equity markets ended 
lower on Wednesday, with informa-
tion technology stocks and heavy-
weight Reliance Industries putting 
pressure on the benchmark indices. 
The Nifty 50 declined 0.52 per cent to 
close at 24,207.75, while the BSE Sen-
sex fell 183 points, or 0.24 per cent, to 
77,472.94. The decline came despite 
some buying interest in private banks 
and metal companies, indicating con-
tinued sector rotation in the market. 

IT stocks were among the big-
gest drags on the market. The sec-
tor index fell about 1.5 per cent as 
investors remained concerned about 
the impact of higher costs, changing 
technology trends and uncertainty 
surrounding artificial intelligence 
spending. Market participants are 
also watching Nvidia’s upcoming 

earnings because its results could pro-
vide clues about whether the global 
AI investment cycle can maintain its  
current momentum.

 Indian technology companies 
remain particularly sensitive to devel-
opments in the US market because a 
significant portion of their revenues 
comes from overseas clients. 

Reliance Industries was another 
major weight on the indices, falling 
around 1.4 per cent. Because of its 
large market capitalisation, move-
ments in Reliance can have a substan-
tial impact on the Sensex and Nifty.

 Meanwhile, private banks and 
other financial stocks provided some 
support. Financial shares gained 
roughly 0.5 to 1.1 per cent, help-
ing prevent a sharper decline in the 
broader market.

MUMBAI: Indian equities are fac-
ing continued pressure from foreign 
investor selling, but strong domes-
tic participation is helping prevent a 
deeper market correction. A recent 
Reuters poll found that India’s equity 
outlook has been downgraded for the 
third consecutive quarter, with foreign 
investors increasingly looking toward 
other Asian markets offering com-
paratively attractive valuations and  
technology exposure. 

According to the Reuters survey of 
28 analysts conducted between August 
13 and 26, Indian shares have fallen 
more than 7 per cent during the year 
and are heading toward their weakest 
annual performance in more than a 
decade. Foreign investors have report-
edly withdrawn about Rs 2.4 trillion, or 
$25.1 billion, from Indian equities. 

Several factors are influencing this 
shift. Indian equities have histori-
cally traded at relatively high valua-
tions compared with many emerging 
markets. When global investors find 
cheaper markets elsewhere in Asia, 
they can redirect capital toward coun-
tries such as Thailand, Malaysia and 
the Philippines.

Higher oil prices have also created 
concerns because India is a major 

crude importer. Expensive oil can 
increase the import bill, put pressure 
on the rupee and affect corporate mar-
gins. Despite these challenges, domes-
tic investors are providing an impor-
tant source of stability. Systematic 
Investment Plans, mutual-fund invest-
ments and participation by retail inves-
tors have helped absorb part of the sell-
ing pressure from overseas funds. This 
represents a major structural change in 
India’s capital markets compared with 
earlier periods when foreign investors 
had a much larger influence over mar-
ket direction.

Corporate earnings are another fac-
tor supporting investor confidence. 
Reuters noted that Nifty 50 companies 
had recorded strong profit growth, 
with second-quarter profit growth 
reaching an 18 per cent rate. 

STOCK MARKET

FOREIGN FUND

Sensex falls as IT stocks face pressure 
despite gains across banks and metals

 Domestic investors  providing cushion to 
Indian equities amid  foreign fund outflows

“India today stands as the 
fastest-growing major 

economy in the world. and 
offers a sustained growth.” 

Nirmala Sitharaman 
Finance Minister
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Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India’s for-
eign exchange reserves 
have strengthened sig-
nificantly in August, 
providing an important 
cushion for the economy 
amid global financial vol-
atility and pressure on 
emerging-market cur-
rencies. According to 
Reserve Bank of India 
data reported by News 
On AIR, India’s forex 
reserves increased by 
$9.90 billion to $716.9 
billion during the week 
ended August 14. 

The increase was sup-
ported mainly by for-
eign currency assets, 
which rose by around 
$7.2 billion to $581.85 bil-
lion. Gold holdings also 
increased in value, con-
tributing to the overall 
rise in reserves. Reuters 
reported that the reserves 
had reached their highest 
level in approximately six 
months, helped by cap-

ital inflows and policy 
measures introduced by 
the RBI.  Strong reserves 
are important because 
they provide the RBI 
with greater capacity to 
manage volatility in the 
foreign exchange market. 
When the rupee comes 
under pressure, the 
central bank can use its 
reserves to intervene in 
the market and smooth 
excessive movements. 
This does not mean that 
the RBI targets a partic-
ular exchange rate, but 
it can help reduce disor-
derly fluctuations.

The recent improve-
ment in reserves has also 
been linked to measures 
designed to encourage 
foreign currency inflows. 
Reuters reported that 
Indian banks had raised 

substantial dollar fund-
ing under schemes intro-
duced by the central 
bank. The RBI has also 
adjusted the timing of a 
foreign-exchange swap 
facility associated with 
overseas deposits. 

Another important 
factor is India’s exter-
nal position. A healthy 
reserve position gives 
investors greater confi-
dence that the country 
can meet its external 
payment obligations and 
manage periods of global 
stress. It can also help 
reduce concerns about 
the rupee during periods 
of high oil prices or for-
eign portfolio outflows.

India’s foreign exchange 
reserve gets strong inflow

HIGHLIGHT

z India seeks greater 
Japanese investment 
across manufacturing, 
technology and 
infrastructure sectors.

zStronger partnerships 
could boost supply 
chains, exports, 
employment and 
technology transfer.

Engineering exports 
register 18 per cent 
growth in July

HIGHLIGHT

z Foreign reserves 
strengthen 
substantially, 
improving India’s 
external financial 
resilience amid global 
uncertainty.

|  F O R E I G N  E X C H A N G E  |

MUMBAI: Regional Rural Banks, or 
RRBs, are increasing lending to farm-
ers, small businesses and rural entre-
preneurs as demand for formal credit 
continues to grow.  According to the 
Ministry of Finance, outstanding loans 
of Regional Rural Banks increased by 
10.3 per cent during 2025-26. Their 
total gross loans increased from 
around Rs 5.24 lakh crore to more than 
Rs 5.78 lakh crore. The growth shows 
that RRBs continue to play an impor-
tant role in India’s rural economy. 
These banks were created specifically 
to provide banking and credit services 
in rural and semi-urban areas.

Agriculture remains the biggest part 
of their lending. Credit outstanding to 
agriculture and allied activities reached 
approximately Rs 3.78 lakh crore. This 
includes financing for farmers and 
activities connected with agriculture. 
RRBs are also supporting the MSME 
sector. Lending to micro, small and 
medium enterprises stood at around 
Rs 67,000 crore. Such loans can help 
small businesses purchase equipment, 
manage working capital, increase pro-
duction and create employment. 

NEW DELHI:  The Indian government 
has received 29 foreign investment pro-
posals worth more than Rs 4,800 crore, 
covering sectors such as information 
technology, artificial intelligence, manu-
facturing, pharmaceuticals, data centres 
and transport services. The proposals 
were reported under India’s revised for-
eign investment framework. The gov-
ernment has been working to make the 
investment process easier and faster for 
international companies looking to enter 
or expand their businesses in India.

The revised rules were notified in May 
2026. Under the new framework, cer-
tain investments involving non-control-
ling ownership of up to 10 per cent by 
investors from countries sharing a land 
border with India can proceed without 
prior government approval, subject to 
applicable conditions. 

The latest proposals have come from 
investors based in countries and jurisdic-
tions including the United States, Japan, 
South Korea, Singapore, Mauritius and 
Luxembourg. The government expects 
easier investment rules to encour-
age more foreign capital into India’s  
growing economy. 

BANKING INVESTMENT

Rural Banks increase 
lending to farmers 
businesses

Govt gets Rs 4,800 cr 
foreign investment 
proposals

HIGHLIGHT

zIndia’s engineering 
export sector delivered 
a strong performance 
in July with 18 pc 
growth.
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MUMBAI

‘I’m no 
celebrity’

‘Rlys working 
to four-track’

Despite receiving 
widespread praise for 
cracking down on food 
safety violations and 
dominating media head-
lines, Maharashtra Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) Commissioner 
Tukaram Mundhe insists 
he is not a celebrity and is 
just doing his job. Speak-
ing at a ‘Meet the Press’ 
event organised by the 
Mumbai Press Club on 
Wednesday, Mundhe 
emphasised the need 
for institutional systems 
rather than reliance on 
individuals. “We always 
try to put a system in place. 
Systems have existed and 
we need to improve them. 
If new systems need to be 
put in place, we try for 
that. 

The most important 
thing is that the sys-
tem should work. The 
individual should not 
become the most impor-
tant thing,” he said. 
Digital technology was 
being increasingly used 
so systems could con-
tinue functioning beyond 
the tenure of individu-
als, said the senior IAS 
officer, who took charge 
of his current assign-
ment in May this year. 
Asked about his public 
profile, Mundhe, under 
whose watch the FDA 
has launched an aggres-
sive crackdown on 
food safety violations, 
insisted he did not con-
sider himself a celebrity.

“I am no celebrity. I am 
absolutely the Joint Secre-
tary and Commissioner, 
FDA Maharashtra. I am 
very clear about it,” he 
said, stressing that every 
officer and department 
was contributing to the 
work. Mundhe said his 
primary concern as the 
FDA Commissioner was 
to ensure safe food and 
promote healthy dietary 
habits. “I have a vested 
interest here -- to serve 
the people of Maharash-
tra and ensure safe food. 
That is my vested inter-
est, if at all there is one. 

NEW DELHI: The coun-
try’s seven high-density 
rail routes, spanning 
around 11,000 km and 
are being expanded to 
four tracks to increase 
passenger and freight car-
rying capacity across the 
country, Railway Minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw said 
on Wednesday. “Spread 
across nearly 11,000 km, 
these routes account for 
around 41 per cent of 
total railway traffic while 
covering just 16 per cent 
of the railway network,” 
he said on X while out-
lining the scale and sig-
nificance of these routes, 
which carry a major share 
of India’s total rail traffic.

NEWSLINE
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National Park, high-
lights rich biodiver-
sity of the rainforest.

GUWAHATI: Altogether 
165 butterfly species, 
including 37 endangered 
ones, have been recorded 
in Assam’s Dehing Patkai 
National Park, highlight-
ing the rich biodiversity 
of the rainforest, officials 
said on Wednesday. Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma has highlighted 
the finding as another 
remarkable example of 
the state’s rich natural 
heritage, with Dehing 
Patkai emerging as a 
thriving haven for butter-
fly diversity, Forest and 
Climate Change Minister 

Jayanta Malla Baruah 
said in a post on X. “A 
total of 165 butterfly spe-
cies have been recorded 
in the region, including 

37 endangered species, 
underlining the immense 
ecological importance of 
this biodiversity-rich land-
scape,” Baruah said. The 
presence of such a diverse 
butterfly population 

reflects the importance 
of protecting healthy and 
connected natural hab-
itats, he added. “More 
than just a national park, 
Dehing Patkai is a thriving 
ecosystem where forests, 
wildlife and countless 
smaller species coexist,” 
the minister said. Conser-
vation efforts are helping 
create safer conditions 
for rare and endangered 
species to survive and 
flourish, strengthening 
Assam’s larger mission of 
protecting its biodiversity, 
he added. 

|  R I C H  B I O D I V E R S I T Y  |

37 endangered butterflies  
in Dehing Patkai NP

Valuations 
and trends
MUMBAI: The Com-
pany has launched the 
ICICI Prudential Life 
BSE 500 Momentum 
Value 50 Index Fund, a 
value-plus-momentum 
investment option that 
offers customers access 
to long-term equity 
opportunities through 
select unit-linked insur-
ance plans (ULIPs). 
Commenting on the 
launch, Manish Kumar, 
Chief Investment Offi-
cer, ICICI Prudential Life 
Insurance, said, “The 
BSE 500 Momentum 
Value 50 Index Fund 
has been designed to 
provide customers with 
access to a disciplined 
and transparent invest-
ment strategy that brings 
together two important 
investment factors, value 
and momentum. While 
attractive valuations can 
provide valuation com-
fort, positive momentum 
can indicate growing 
market confidence. 

FASTFACTS

z  165 butterfly 
species have been 
recorded.

zDehing Patkai 
thrives as biodiverse 
ecosystem.
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NEW DELHI: With India 
having recently recog-
nised heatwaves as a nat-
ural calamity, the United 
Nations Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP) in India 
said translating intent, 
assessments, and sci-
ence into real action on 
the ground, and turning 
accessible financing into 
concrete, implementable 
projects more swiftly, are 
among the key priorities 
going forward.

Speaking exclusively to 
PTI Videos in an interview, 
UNEP India head Balak-
rishna Pisupati said that 
the announcement from 
the Centre allows them 
to link science and pol-
icy into practice, adding 
that UNEP has for years 
provided science-based 
assessments to the Cen-
tre and states on subjects 
such as passive cooling 
and urban heat islands.

“The first specific 
action we anticipate in the 
coming weeks and months 
is translating intention, 
assessments, and science 
into more action on the 
ground. Secondly, financ-
ing will become more 
accessible, and activities 
at the national and sub-na-
tional levels can be trans-
lated into concrete, imple-

mentable projects much 
faster,” Pisupati told PTI.

“The other element is 
that heat-related stress, 
unlike floods or landslides 
which tend to occur in 
smaller pockets, is geo-
graphically far more wide-
spread, and hence, we’ll 
be able to work with, and 

encourage, many different 
states to take action,” he 
added.

He highlighted the cru-
cial role the National Disas-
ter Management Authority 
(NDMA) and State Disaster 
Management Authorities 
(SDMAs) will play in shift-
ing what has so far been 

a “softer ‘heat action’ 
approach” into a disaster-
centred one, where the 
principles related to disas-
ters are better understood, 
articulated, and imple-
mented.

The UNEP India head 
noted that activities so far 
discussed mainly under 
climate mitigation, such 
as cool roofs, larger green 
patches, retrofitting build-
ings, and construction-re-
lated interventions, are 
now expected to come 
together, and that beyond 
supporting national and 
state governments, it 
would also help raise ade-
quate finances for such 
measures with greater 
authority and focus.

UNEP India outlines 
heatwave disaster plans

UNEP Cool Coalition advances 
global heat resilience

Turning science, finance and assessments into action.

UNEP India Head Balakrishna Pisupati speaks to media.

He noted that UNEP’s 
Cool Coalition plays a key 
role in facilitating heat-re-
silience efforts, support-
ing India and other coun-
tries through a two-way 
exchange of knowledge, 
bringing global expertise 
to India while helping 
other nations learn from 
India’s traditional con-
struction practices. On 
disadvantaged commu-
nities being dispropor-

tionately affected, the UN 
official pointed to UNEP’s 
work with the Interna-
tional Organisation for 

Migration on internal dis-
placement, with joint pro-
grammes now planned in 
Telangana and Odisha.  
He said that the chal-
lenge is not limited to 
heat stress indoors but 
also affects outdoor work-
ers such as gig workers, 
traffic police, and street  
vendors, “which is why 
UNEP is pushing for col-
lective community infra-
structure.”

HIGHLIGHT

z Heat stress affects 
indoor, outdoor 
workers.

zIntegrated dashboard 
to track pollution, heat, 
healthcare.

Festive 
cheer
BENGALURU: Marking the 
beginning of the festive 
season, Amazon.in has 
brought together a wide 
range of Rakhis, thoughtful 
gifts and festive essentials to 
celebrate the special bond 
between siblings and make 
Raksha Bandhan memo-
rable. From Rakhis and 
personalised hampers to 
sweets, chocolates and the 
latest tech gadgets, the Rak-
sha Bandhan Store offers 
gifting options for every 
sibling. Customers can also 
shop for festive essentials 
across fashion, beauty, 
home and kitchen catego-
ries, featuring brands such 
as Biba, Libas, Manyavar, 
Maybelline, Calvin Klein, 
Cetaphil, Samsung, LG, 
JBL, Sony, Fujifilm Instax 
and Phool, among others.

Prime members can 
avail themselves of an addi-
tional 5% savings on over 2 
lakh products, with deliv-
ery available within a few 
hours, Same-Day or Next-
Day across the country. For 
last-minute festive shop-
ping, Amazon Now offers a 
wide selection of products 
delivered within minutes 
across several cities. Its ded-
icated Rakhi Store features 
more than 500 unique Rak-
his, along with Roli Chawal 
combos, sweets, gifts and 
other festive essentials. The 
collection includes QR- and 
NFC-enabled Rakhis, DIY 
Rakhis, Rakhi Hug Cards, 
Blessed and Hanuman 
Chalisa Rakhis, Kids’ and 
Pet Rakhis, Bhaiya-Bhabhi 
Rakhis, Evil Eye Rakhis and 
Swarovski Crystal Rakhis, 
among others.

Sukesh convicted 
impersonating judge
Press Trust Of India

Act threatens judicial 
independence and 
process sanctity.

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court 
has convicted alleged con-
man Sukesh Chandrasek-
har for impersonating a sit-
ting Supreme Court judge 
to influence a special judge 
for bail in a corruption case 
in 2017, describing the act 
as a “direct affront” to the 
independence and sanc-
tity of the judicial process. 
Chief Judicial Magistrate 
Harshita Mishra held Chan-
drasekhar guilty of offences 
under IPC Sections 170 
(personating a public ser-
vant), 189 (threat of injury 
to a public servant) and 507 
(criminal intimidation by 
an anonymous communi-
cation). The court will hear 
him on the quantum of sen-
tence on August 27.

In an order dated August 
20, the court said, “The 
present case shall for pos-
terity remain a reminder 
that the majesty of law does 
not reside in the voice of an 
individual, however author-
itative it may sound over a 
telephone, but in the integ-
rity of the judicial process 
itself.” The case arose from 
a phone call made on April 
28, 2017, when Chandrasek-
har was in police custody in 
connection with the corrup-
tion case. According to the 
prosecution, he obtained 
access to the mobile phone 
of police constable Manjeet 
and used it to contact the 

official landline and mobile 
phone of Poonam Chaud-
hary, then special judge 
dealing with Prevention of 
Corruption Act cases. The 
court said Chandrasekhar 
first impersonated the pri-
vate secretary of a then sit-
ting Supreme Court judge 
and later the judge him-
self. He allegedly sought 
to persuade Chaudhary 
to grant bail to him at the 
earliest and threatened her  
with adverse professional 
consequences if she did 
not comply.

“A courtroom may 
be entered through its 
doors, but justice cannot 
be entered through the 
backdoor of imperson-
ation, intimidation or 
manufactured authority. 
The accused attempted 
precisely such a backdoor 
entry into the judicial 
process. The evidence 
has closed that door,” the 
court said. The judge said 
the case was qualitatively 
different from an ordi-
nary cheating or imper-
sonation matter as the 
alleged conduct sought to 
undermine judicial inde-
pendence by using the 
authority of the country’s 
highest court to influence 
another judicial officer.

FASTFACTS

z Court to hear 
sentence quantum 
today.

zCase stems from 
2017 custodial  
phone call.

Odisha issues fresh 
Hirakud flood alert
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Administration 
accelerates relief in 
flood-hit areas

BHUBANESWAR: The 
Odisha government on 
Wednesday issued fresh 
alerts to districts in low-ly-
ing areas of the Mahanadi 
basin, as water released 
from a reservoir passes 
through the river at Mun-
mdali near Cuttack, offi-
cials said. Though it will 
not have much impact, 
it may inundate certain 
areas of Khurda, Cuttack, 
Jagatsinghpur and Puri 
districts. The administra-
tion expedited relief and 
rescue operations in the 
already inundated places 
previously hit by the del-
uge, officials said.

While 80,284 people 
in three districts are cur-
rently affected by the 
flood, the IMD issued yel-
low and orange warnings 
for several districts fore-
casting heavy rain. Water 
Resources Department’s 
Engineer-in-Chief (EIC) 

Dillip Kumar Rout said 
that about 6 lakh cubic 
foot per second (cusec) 
of water was flowing 
through Mundali barrage 
at 12 noon and it could 
reach up to 6.70 lakh 
cusec during the eve-
ning due to the release 
of excess water from the 
Hirakud reservoir.

He said the minor 
flood could remain 
within the river for about 
9/10 hours before being 
discharged to the Bay of 
Bengal. “The water level 
could touch around 6.5 
lakh cusec to 6.7 lakh 
cusec. A minor flood 
passes through river 
Mahanadi. It will not have 
much impact, but could 
inundate certain low-ly-
ing areas of Khurda, Cut-
tack, Jagatsinghpur and 
Puri district,” Rout said.

Though this marginal 
flood could inundate agri-
cultural fields, it may not 
cause much damage to 
villages, the officer said, 
adding that the author-
ities of Hirakud dam 
opened 19 sluice gates to 
discharge excess water.



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Faith becomes meaningful through reason, morality, 
compassion and unwavering truth always.”

[ Swami Dayananda Saraswati ]
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The devastating flash flood along Nepal’s 
Bhotekoshi River is another grim reminder that 
Himalayan disasters respect neither borders nor 

administrative boundaries. The sudden surge, report-
edly sweeping in from the Tibet side, destroyed vil-
lages, roads, bridges, vehicles and hydropower facilities 
in Rasuwa district. Rescue operations were hampered 
because dangerously high waters prevented helicopters 
from landing in the worst-affected areas. The imme-
diate priority must be rescuing survivors, locating 
the missing and providing shelter, food and medical 
assistance to displaced communities. Nepal’s decision 
to deploy police, military personnel and helicopters is 
necessary, but difficult terrain and damaged communi-
cations underline how quickly conventional emergency 
systems can become ineffective. The disaster also 
exposes Nepal’s economic vulnerability. Hydropower 
projects accounting for about 430 MW of electricity 
supply were affected, disrupting more than 12 per 
cent of the country’s installed hydropower capacity. 
For a nation that depends heavily on mountain rivers 
for energy and development, climate-resilient infra-
structure is no longer optional. Bridges, power plants, 
roads and settlements must be designed with increas-
ingly unpredictable floods in mind. Equally important 
is the transboundary character of the Bhotekoshi, 
which originates in Tibet and ultimately connects with 
river systems flowing towards India. A flood triggered 
upstream can devastate downstream communities 
within hours. China, Nepal and India therefore need 
real-time sharing of rainfall, river-flow, glacial-lake and 
landslide data. Joint monitoring stations, common alert 
protocols and regular disaster-response exercises could 
save countless lives. The precise cause of the latest 
inundation remains uncertain. Yet last year’s deadly 
flood was linked to the draining of a supraglacial lake 
in Tibet. Warming temperatures, unstable glaciers, 
landslides and intense rainfall are multiplying risks 
throughout the Himalayas. Warnings must reach vul-
nerable communities in local languages through sirens, 
mobile alerts, radio networks and trained volunteers. 
Governments must also regulate construction in flood-
prone corridors and prepare evacuation routes before 
disaster strikes. Expressions of concern after every 
tragedy are not enough. The Himalayan region urgently 
requires science-based planning, resilient infrastruc-
ture and sustained cross-border cooperation before the 
next wall of water arrives.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

India Must Learn 
From Hockey Debacle

Laughs vs Outrage: Decoding India’s 
Cultural Shock Over Humour

India’s World Cup hockey campaign must serve as a 
warning to the team management and Hockey India. 
The concern is not merely the final position, but 

the manner in which Harmanpreet Singh’s side crum-
bled under pressure. India struggled in both attack 
and defence, while the midfield remained ineffective 
throughout the tournament. Conceding 16 goals and 
scoring only 14 across five matches exposed weaknesses 
in coordination, consistency and tactical execution. 
Several goals came from penalty situations, further 
underlining the shortage of reliable open-play oppor-
tunities. Under coach Craig 
Fulton, India had developed 
into a formidable international 
side. Successive Olympic bronze 
medals in Tokyo and Paris 
restored pride and raised expec-
tations. However, performances 
have declined since Paris. 
Although India won the Asia 
Cup at home, finishing eighth 
in the FIH Pro League offered a 
sobering reality check. Former 
players have criticised Fulton’s reluctance to introduce 
fresh talent and the team’s excessive dependence on 
Harmanpreet. The World Cup setback should therefore 
be treated as an opportunity for honest assessment 
rather than despair. Fulton must now identify the right 
combination for the Asian Games in Japan. Develop-
ing younger players, strengthening the midfield and 
achieving greater tactical balance are essential. Above 
all, securing qualification for the 2028 Los Angeles 
Olympics must remain the team’s central objective.
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Public safety failures demand urgent accountability
Two incidents on Monday exposed disturbing negligence towards public safety. A 
student remains critical after being bitten by a snake inside a government-aided 
school in Kolkata. In Amravati, Maharashtra, three newborns died when a venti-
lator caught fire in a government hospital’s Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. These 
tragedies demand stronger safety inspections, maintenance and accountability. 
Amid the devastation, nurses displayed extraordinary courage by rescuing 36 
newborns through blinding thick smoke, demonstrating exceptional humanity 
and dedication when institutional safeguards tragically failed completely.  

Sujit De, Kolkata

Nutrition security must go beyond calories
India’s decline in dietary unaffordability from 52% to 25% is encouraging, yet over 
one-fifth of households still suffer serious nutritional deficiencies. The proposed 
National Food Security Amendment Bill 2026 should move beyond calorie provision 
towards balanced nourishment. Antyodaya allocations must reflect household size 
while protecting the 35-kilogram entitlement for vulnerable families. States should 
add locally available millets, pulses and edible oils to tackle micronutrient deficien-
cies. A diversified Public Distribution System can ensure poverty reduction pro-
duces genuine physical health and wellbeing.

Dr Vijaykumar H K, Raichur
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Himalayan Deluge 
Exposes Gaps In 
Preparedness

Dr Ganapathi Bhat

sided burden on the newcomer are 
working against the evidence. 

However, when discussing 
cultural shock in relation to girls’ 
abuse, it is crucial to analyse 
whether such societal issues can 
be attributed to cultural differences 
or if they stem from deeper-rooted 
societal problems. Theoretically, 
cultural shock can influence per-
ceptions of abuse. For example, 
a person from a culture that pro-
motes egalitarian values may expe-
rience shock upon encountering 
practices in another culture that 
perpetuate gender inequalities 
or violence against women. This 
dissonance can lead to height-
ened sensitivity toward the issue, 
prompting dialogue about the cul-
tural beliefs that underpin abusive 
behaviours. On the other hand, 
cultural shock may also lead indi-
viduals to rationalize certain prac-
tices that they have encountered, 
potentially normalizing abuse as an 
acceptable cultural expression.

Debates surrounding whether 
girls’ abuse can be classified as cul-
tural shock illustrate the need for 
a nuanced understanding. Some 
may argue that abuse is a byprod-
uct of cultural misunderstandings 
or clashes, while others assert that 

it is a pervasive issue independent 
of cultural context, rooted instead 
in patriarchal norms and sys-
temic inequities. It is essential to 
approach the discussion with sen-
sitivity, recognizing that cultural 
values strongly influence individual 
behaviours, but that such values 
should never excuse violence or 
oppression.

Reporting on diverse experi-
ences of girls across various cul-
tures can serve as a powerful tool 
for fostering understanding and 
empathy. By illuminating the sto-
ries of those who face abuse, we 
can confront cultural norms that 
condone such behaviours and 
advocate for systemic changes that 
protect girls’ rights.

In conclusion, cultural shock 
is an integral concept that can 
shed light on the complexities of 
girls’ abuse within different soci-
eties. Understanding the interplay 
between cultural perceptions and 
gender-based violence is vital in 
addressing these pressing issues. 
Ultimately, as we engage in dia-
logue around cultural differences, 
we must strive for a world where 
every girl is treated with dignity 
and respect, free from violence and 
oppression.

Every year, millions student 
cross state borders to study 
— leaving behind famil-

iar classrooms, teaching styles, 
and social codes for institutions 
that operate on entirely different 
assumptions about what a “good 
student” or a “good teacher” even 
looks like. A widely cited review 
by Zhou, Jindal-Snape, Topping 
and Todman, published in Studies 
in Higher Education, traces how 
our understanding of this experi-
ence — commonly called “culture 
shock” — has evolved, and the shift 
in thinking has real implications 
for how universities ought to sup-
port the students they recruit from 
rural areas.

The earliest explanations, 
dating to the mid-20th century, 
were borrowed almost entirely 
from clinical psychology and 
migration studies. Culture shock 
was treated as something close 
to a medical condition — a set of 
symptoms (anxiety, grief, disori-
entation) that afflicted vulnerable 
individuals, sometimes attributed 
to fixed personal characteristics, 
sometimes to the sheer accumu-
lation of stressful “life events” in 
an unfamiliar setting. The implicit 
message was that cross-cultural 

contact was inherently pathologi-
cal, something to be treated rather 
than navigated.

The real contribution is show-
ing how three strands — affective, 
behavioural and cognitive, or 
“ABC” — are not competing expla-
nations but complementary pieces 
of one process. A student can be 
behaviourally skilled at navigat-
ing a new classroom, coping well 
emotionally, and still struggle pro-
foundly with questions of identity 
and belonging; genuine adapta-
tion requires progress on all three 
fronts simultaneously.

Perhaps the most practically 
important idea is “culture synergy” 
— the argument that adaptation 
should not be framed as a one-way 
obligation for the visiting student 
to assimilate. Cultural shock is a 
term that describes the feelings of 
confusion and disorientation that 
individuals often experience when 
they encounter a culture vastly 
different from their own. This 
phenomenon can occur during 
international travel, migration, or 
even when interacting with diverse 
communities in one’s own country. 
Successful adaptation is not sim-
ply a matter of individual grit, and 
institutions that treat it as a one-

Prof. (Dr.) Sunil Goyal
Eminent Social  

Scientist, Professor and 
Columnist, Department 

of Higher Education, 
Government of  

Madhya Pradesh

Raksha Bandhan’s sacred thread now transcends wrists, distance and tradition, celebrating mutual protection, 
emotional connection, equality and enduring bonds strengthened by technology and changing times.

The thread of Rakshaband-
han is tied not just on the 
wrist, but on the heart. It 

is a promise—to be together, to 
protect, and to understand with-
out saying a word. A sister’s Rakhi 
holds an innocent prayer that 
cannot be expressed in words, 
and a brother’s eyes hold the 
resolve that gives courage to face 
every challenge. No matter how 
much time changes, no matter 
how much distance grows, this 
thread brings back the warmth of 
relationships every time. Raksha-
bandhan is not just a celebration, 
but a feeling—one that gives us the 
opportunity to return to our rela-
tionships every year.

India is a country full of diver-
sity, where every festival not only 
symbolizes religious faith but also 
strengthens social and cultural ties. 
One such special festival is Raksha 
Bandhan, which symbolizes the 
sweetness, love, and protection 
of the brother-sister relationship. 
However, with changing times, 
society, technology, and thinking, 
the meaning of Raksha Bandhan 
is also changing. This change is 
not limited to rituals, but is also 
evident in the spirit, purpose, and 

social context of this festival.
Raksha Bandhan is deeply 

rooted in Indian history, mythol-
ogy, and social traditions. Whether 
it’s the story of Draupadi and Lord 
Krishna or the popular historical 
tale of Queen Karnavati sending 
a Rakhi to Humayun, Rakhi has 
long been associated with feelings 
of affection, trust, and protection. 
Traditionally, a sister would tie a 
Rakhi on her brother’s wrist, and 
the brother would vow to protect 
her. This relationship was deeply 
rooted in love, trust, and devotion.

But today, Raksha Bandhan 
is no longer limited to blood rela-
tions. Many women tie rakhis to 
friends, colleagues, teachers, sol-
diers, and even nature itself. This 
shift indicates that “raksha” is no 
longer just an individual’s responsi-
bility, but a broader sense of social 
and emotional responsibility.

The most significant change is 
that the relationship of protection 
is no longer one-sided. Today, sis-
ters also say to their brothers, “I 
will protect you too.” This state-
ment paints a complete picture of 
changing social relationships. Both 
brothers and sisters can share each 
other’s joys and sorrows, be sup-
portive and protective.

Technology has also trans-
formed the way Rakshabandhan is 
celebrated. While sending a Rakhi 
once required a trip to the post 
office, today digital Rakhis, video 
calls, online gifting, and virtual cel-
ebrations have become new ways 
to strengthen relationships. Broth-
ers and sisters living abroad or in 
faraway cities may be physically 
apart, but the tradition of tying 
Rakhi and exchanging greetings via 
video calls has provided a new way 
to bridge the distance.

Some may associate digital 
media with a lack of emotion, 
but the reality is that technology 
has made it easier to maintain 

emotional connections across dis-
tances. It’s the medium that has 
changed, not the emotion.

The tradition of Rakshaband-
han is also changing, even with 
regard to gifts. Previously, a 
brother giving sweets and gifts 
to his sister was considered an 
expression of love. Today, many 
sisters have different priorities. 
They say, “Brother, I don’t want 
gifts; I want some time, leisure, 
and understanding.”

This shift reflects the changing 
aspirations of the modern woman. 
Today’s sister is self-reliant. She 
seeks not just financial gifts, but 
emotional security, mental sup-
port, respect, communication, and 
equal partnership. Therefore, time 
and sensitivity are becoming more 
important in relationships than 
material things.

Traditionally, Raksha Bandhan 
meant “brother will protect sister.” 
Today, this concept is broaden-
ing. Girls are becoming self-reliant 
and are supporting their brothers 
financially, emotionally, education-
ally, and socially. Brothers are also 
supporting their sisters’ dreams 
and decisions. Thus, Raksha Band-
han is no longer just a festival of 
protection, but also of mutual 
cooperation and partnership.

A beautiful extension of this 
change is seen in responsibility 

towards nature and society. In 
many places, the tradition of tying 
Rakhi to trees has developed. By 
tying Rakhi to trees, children and 
women convey the message that 
our responsibility is not limited 
to humans; nature also deserves 
our care and protection. Simi-
larly, sending Rakhi to soldiers 
expresses respect and emotional 
connection to the soldiers who 
protect the country’s borders.

This changing nature of Raksha 
Bandhan also challenges the tradi-
tional boundaries of gender roles. 
Sisters are no longer merely “seek-
ers of protection”; they are self-re-
specting, self-reliant, and sensitive 
citizens. In many families, sisters 
play a vital role in the economic, 
educational, and social progress of 
their brothers. This shift indicates 
that Raksha Bandhan is gradually 
moving beyond the traditional 
framework of masculinity and 
femininity and taking a stance of 
human values ​​and equality.

While the ways of expressing 
emotions may have changed in 
today’s busy lives, their impor-
tance remains the same. Brothers 
and sisters are now supportive of 
each other’s lives, not just on Rakhi 
Day, but year-round. Raksha Band-
han is an opportunity to relive 
those childhood relationships, 
filled with fights, resentment, 

laughter, and immense affection.
In this sense, Raksha Band-

han reminds us that relationships 
are not just made, they are main-
tained.

The social aspect of Raksha 
Bandhan has also expanded. This 
festival is no longer confined to 
the traditional family circle; it also 
expresses the spirit of social har-
mony, national unity, and human 
relationships. People from differ-
ent communities use Rakhi as a 
medium to express affection and 
respect for each other. Whether 
sending Rakhi to soldiers or 
spreading the message of broth-
erhood through Rakhi among dif-
ferent communities—these initia-
tives demonstrate that the spirit 
of protection and belonging is not 
confined to any religion, caste, or 
community.

The changing meaning of Rak-
sha Bandhan teaches us that fes-
tivals are not just rituals; they are 
also ideas and emotions. Today’s 
Raksha Bandhan teaches us that 
protection is not one-sided, but 
mutual; that relationships are not 
just forged by blood, but also by 
emotion; that nature, society, and 
country are also our responsibility; 
and that women can be not only 
protected, but also protectors.

This is why the modern form 
of Raksha Bandhan doesn’t negate 
tradition, but rather expands 
its core spirit. The Rakhi thread 
remains the same, but its meaning 
has expanded. Now, it’s not just 
a thread tied around a brother’s 
wrist, but a symbol of love, trust, 
equality, cooperation, and respon-
sibility. 

Raksha Bandhan is no longer 
just a festival, but a human and 
philosophical approach – which 
tells us that love, dedication, equal-
ity and mutual respect strengthen 
relationships and make society 
sustainable.

Rakshabandhan in changing times

Dr. Priyanka Saurabh
PhD (Political Sci-

ence), is a poet and 
social thinker.
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On Wednesday, 
AIMIM President, 
Asaduddin Owaisi 
appealed to the 
people of UP to 
support his party in 
next year’s assembly 
elections.

HYDERABAD: AIMIM pres-
ident AsaduddinOwaisi 
has appealed to people to 
support and strengthen 
his party and pray for the 
success of its candidates 
in the 2027 Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections.

Addressing a public 
meeting during Milad-
un-Nabi celebrations on 
Tuesday night, the Hyder-
abad MP questioned 
why Muslims should not 

have their own political 
leadership when other 
communities have repre-
sentation. He pointed to 
AIMIM’s performance in 
the recent Bihar Assem-
bly elections, where the 
party won five seats, 
and expressed hope that 
it would make a strong 
showing in Uttar Pradesh.

Owaisi argued that 
stronger representation 
of Muslims in Parliament 
would strengthen India’s 

democracy and Consti-
tution. He claimed that 
despite the community 
having a population of 
around 18 crore, only 24 
MPs represent it in Par-
liament. Referring to the 
recent debate over Van-
deMataram, he said he 
had raised the issue in 
Parliament.

On the VandeMata-
ram controversy, Owai-
sicriticised Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi and 

said Mahatma Gandhi, 
NetajiSubhas Chandra 
Bose and Rabindranath 
Tagore had agreed that 
only two stanzas of the 
song should be sung. 
He alleged that any 
attempt to impose a 
different arrangement 
would disrespect the 
views of the national 
leaders.

Owaisi also targeted 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah over the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC), 
saying the government 
should focus first on 
employment. 

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi will 
interact with young peo-
ple at the Khelo India 
Dialogue on Thursday as 
part of efforts to engage 
them in India’s sporting 
journey, understand their 
aspirations and invite 
their ideas for building a 
stronger, youth-led Viksit 
Bharat.

The virtual interaction 
will focus on five key 
themes — sports, Olym-
pic aspirations, youth 
leadership, Viksit Bharat 
and NashaMuktYuva. The 
initiative seeks to place 
young people at the cen-
tre of India’s sports and 
national development 
agenda while encourag-
ing them to contribute 
actively to the country’s 
future.

A major objective of the 
dialogue is to strengthen 
India’s sports ecosystem 
through better facili-
ties, improved coaching, 
sports science and inclu-
sive participation. It will 
also focus on nurturing 
sporting talent for the 
2036 Olympics through 

scientific talent iden-
tification, transparent 
selection processes and 
long-term athlete devel-
opment programmes.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Prime 
Minister’s Office, the 
programme will provide 
young people with a 
direct platform to engage 
with India’s sporting 
ambitions and ensure 
that their ideas and per-
spectives become part of 
the continuing conversa-
tion on youth and sports.

Organised by MeraYuva 
Bharat (MY Bharat) as 
part of the National 
Sports Day 2026 celebra-
tions, the programme will 
be conducted across the 
country. Youth from two 
colleges in every district 

across States and Union 
Territories are expected 
to participate.

The initiative reflects 
the Prime Minister’s 
vision of creating a fit, 
disciplined and sport-
ing nation while keeping 
the aspirations of young 
people at the heart of 
the national develop-
ment agenda. It will bring 
together sports, fitness, 
youth leadership, civic 
responsibility, volunteer-
ing and nation-building 
on a common platform.

Following the national 
programme, local inter-
actions will be organised 
with young participants, 
MY Bharat volunteers, 
local sportspersons and 
public representatives. A 
key feature will be direct 
interaction between 
young people interested 
in sports and leading 
Indian athletes and 
medal winners.

The YuvaSamvaad 

segment will give par-
ticipants an opportu-
nity to share their ideas, 
perspectives and aspi-
rations. The dialogue 
will also promote youth 
leadership through gov-
ernance platforms and 
MY Bharat-led volun-
teering, while encour-
aging civic-mindedness, 
future-ready skills and 
structured community 
participation.

Another important 
focus will be the Nasha-
MuktYuva movement, 
which aims to use sports 
and peer networks to 
raise awareness against 
substance abuse. The 
campaign will be sup-
ported by weekly Jan 
Bhagidari activities 
under the Prime Minis-
ter’s 100-week nation-
wide campaign launched 
on August 2.

Through the Khelo 
India Dialogue, the 
government aims to 
empower India’s youth to 
become active partners 
in sports, social respon-
sibility and nation-build-
ing, strengthening the 
foundation of a healthy, 
skilled and Viksit Bharat.

HIGHLIGHT

z He has also appealed 
to the people to pray 
that his party wins 
maximum seats in the 
elections.
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“We are the kind of 
people who come  
back after getting 

beaten up.”       
Abhijeet Dipke,                  
Founder of CJP

PM Modi inspires youth 
to embrace sports 

On Thursday, PM Modi will interact with youth at the Khelo India 
Dialogue to foster sportsmanship among them.

HIGHLIGHT

z Through this 
dialogue, the PM hopes 
that youth will create a 
stronger Viksit Bharat.

Leaders 
mourn lives 
HYDERABAD: Amaravati: 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu and YSRCP chief 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy 
on Wednesday expressed 
grief over the death of six 
people in a road accident 
near Kodad in Telan-
gana’sSuryapet district.

Six passengers, includ-
ing five women, were 
killed and at least 12 oth-
ers injured when a pri-
vate electric bus carrying 
42 passengers rammed 
into a truck from behind 
on the Hyderabad-Vijay-
awada National Highway 
around 5.15 am, police 
said. The bus was travel-
ling from Hyderabad to 
Eluru in Andhra Pradesh. 
Naidu conveyed condo-
lences to the bereaved 
families and wished the 
injured a speedy recov-
ery. He directed officials 
to coordinate with the 
Telangana government 
and closely monitor 
relief and rescue opera-
tions.

Jagan also expressed 
deep sorrow, conveyed 
condolences to the vic-
tims’ families and urged 
authorities to ensure 
immediate and quality 
medical treatment for 
the injured, particularly 
those in critical condi-
tion. He also called for 
a thorough inquiry and 
stronger road safety 
measures to prevent sim-
ilar tragedies.

Asaduddin Owaisi calls on 
voters to strengthen AIMIM 

|  2 0 2 7  U P  E L E C T I O N S  |Cross-border 
drug syndicate 
JAMMU: The Narcotics 
Control Bureau (NCB), 
Jammu, on Wednesday 
said it had busted a major 
cross-border heroin traf-
ficking network and 
arrested three persons, 
including the suspected 
mastermind, while seizing 
5.16 kg of heroin. Acting 
on specific intelligence, 
NCB officials intercepted 
a vehicle at Panjtirthi in 
Jammu on Saturday and 
recovered heroin worth 
crores of rupees from two 
occupants, both residents 
of Baramulla in north 
Kashmir. Follow-up inves-
tigation led officials to the 
suspected mastermind 
and supplier, who was 
traced to Leh in Ladakh 
and arrested on Monday. 
The NCB said preliminary 
investigation indicated 
that the heroin was part 
of an organised cross-bor-
der supply chain, allegedly 
originating in Pakistan and 
entering India through the 
Uri sector.

Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW: BSP supremo 
Mayawati on Wednesday 
urged authorities, school 
managements and other 
stakeholders to resolve 
disputes related to reli-
gious practices, including 
the hijab issue, through 
dialogue and mutual 
understanding at the 
local level instead of turn-
ing them into prolonged 
legal battles or exploiting 
them for “narrow poli-
tics”.

Referring to the Con-
stitution framed under 
the leadership of Dr B R 
Ambedkar, the former 
Uttar Pradesh chief min-
ister said it guarantees 
equal rights and free-
doms to people belonging 
to all religions and com-

munities. She stressed 
that everyone should be 
allowed to live peace-
fully while respecting 
the religious scriptures, 
customs, traditions and 
beliefs of different faiths.

On the hijab issue in 
educational institutions, 
Mayawati said such dis-
putes should prefera-
bly be resolved through 
mutual consultation 

among school manage-
ments, the government 
and local administration. 
She also appealed to 
political leaders, public 
representatives and citi-
zens to exercise restraint 
and avoid making pro-
vocative or insensitive 
remarks concerning reli-
gious beliefs and prac-
tices. Her remarks came 
days after the Allahabad 

High Court dismissed a 
petition filed by a minor 
student of a private 
school in Prayagraj, seek-
ing permission to wear a 
hijab along with the pre-
scribed school uniform. 
The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) has indicated that it 
may challenge the court 
order. AIMPLB member 

Khalid Rasheed Firangi 
Mahali has maintained 
that hijab is an integral 
part of Islam.

Mayawati also urged 
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to urgently resolve 
a dispute in Budaun 
over the installation of 
an Ambedkar statue. 
The issue escalated into 
stone-pelting on Tuesday 
evening, in which seven 
policemen and a villager 
were injured. More than 
10 vehicles were dam-
aged, while seven people 
were detained for ques-
tioning.

According to the 
administration, the 
statue was being installed 
on restricted govern-
ment land and was sub-
sequently shifted to the 
tehsil complex. 

| NARROW POLITICS | 

‘Avoid narrow politics surrounding the Hijab row’

“Everyone has 
the right to 

live a peaceful 
and happy life 
on the basis of 
the religious 
scriptures.” 

Mayawati,  
BSP Supremo
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SAFETY THROUGH VIGILANCE
Stay Alert, Stay Safe: Power Company  

promotes electrical safety

RAIPUR: Emphasising the importance 
of vigilance in preventing electrical 
accidents, Chhattisgarh State Power 
Distribution Company Managing 
Director Bhim Singh Kanwar said 
safety is the only effective safeguard 
against electrical mishaps.

Kanwar was speaking at a simple 
ceremony held at the company head-
quarters to release a safety aware-
ness booklet, posters and a video film 
themed ‘Sajagta Se Suraksha’ (Safety 
Through Vigilance) for electricity 
consumers and employees.

He said electrical safety requires 
constant awareness and urged offi-
cers and employees to widely pro-

mote the awareness materials and 
encourage citizens to follow basic 
safety precautions. He also released 
a poster highlighting measures for 
saving electricity. Kanwar said the 
awareness materials have also been 
uploaded on the company’s MorBi-
jlee App and website for easy access 
by consumers. 

The booklet explains common 
causes of electrical accidents and pre-
ventive measures in simple language, 
supported by illustrations. The short 
awareness film uses a Chhattisgarhi 
song to communicate electrical safety 
measures in an engaging and acces-
sible manner to consumers. PTI

KOLKATA:  A probe committee consti-
tuted by Jadavpur University to inves-
tigate recent violence on the campus is 
likely to hold its first meeting this week 
after Vice-Chancellor Chiranjib Bhat-
tacharya resumes duty, officials said.

Bhattacharya sustained a knee injury 
after tripping and falling while leaving a 
meeting with stakeholders on Monday 
night. Doctors advised him three days 
of rest, and he is expected to return 
to the campus on Thursday or Friday. 
Left-wing student organisations, includ-
ing SFI, RSF, AIDSO and FETSU, are 
also seeking meetings with university 
authorities following his return. The 
violence began after a general meeting 
of the Faculty of Engineering and Tech-
nology Students’ Union on August 19, 
which led to clashes between members 
of the RSS-affiliated ABVP and Left-lean-
ing student groups early on August 20. 
Several students were injured. Both 
sides accused each other of bringing 
outsiders onto the campus. PTI

VC REJOINS

Jadavpur varsity VC 
Chiranjib Bhattacharya 
rejoins duty

NO CASES

BJP slams Kharge after 
his deptt confirms no 
cases against RSS
BENGALURU:   Karnataka Home Min-
ister PriyankKharge has said no cases 
related to com-
munal riots or 
other crimes 
have been reg-
istered against 
the RSS in the 
state. Kharge 
gave the writ-
ten reply in the Legislative Council in 
response to Leader of the Opposition 
ChalavadiNarayanaswamy, who had 
sought details of cases against the RSS, 
its alleged involvement in communal 
violence and any untoward incidents 
during its route marches and daily 
gatherings. The response was used by 
the BJP to target Kharge, a vocal critic 
of the RSS. Narayanaswamy accused 
the minister of political vendetta and 
questioned why he continued to target 
the organisation when official records 
showed no registered cases or untow-
ard incidents linked to it. PTI

AISA BACKS CJP’S 5th SEPT MARCH
AISA seeks FIR withdrawal, probe into  

pellet firing ahead of Delhi march

MUMBAI:  The All India 
Students’ Association 
(AISA) has backed the 
Cockroach Janta Party’s 
proposed September 5 
protest march in Delhi, 
demanding withdrawal of 
FIRs against students 
and an inquiry into 
alleged pellet and bul-
let firing during earlier 
demonstrations. AISA 
president Neha Bora 
said the issues behind 
the youth mobilisation 
remain unresolved, 
despite the govern-
ment’s earlier com-
mitment to withdraw 
cases against pro-
testing students. She 
demanded a complete 
withdrawal of FIRs 
and an investigation 
into the alleged use 
of pellets and bullets, 
with accountability for 
those responsible.

The AbhijeetDip-
ke-led Cockroach Janta 
Party plans to resume 
peaceful mobilisation 
after a month-long 
pause following talks 
with the Centre. The 
September 5 march, 
coinciding with Teach-
ers’ Day, is expected 
to be led by families of 
students who died by 

suicide following the can-
cellation and re-test of 
the NEET examination, 
along with those alleg-
edly affected by police 
action during the July agi-
tation.



CLOSE UP

Taapsee Pannu 
discusses challenges 

behind ‘Gandhari’
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Trending on Insta

OTT Watch

Sidharth Malhotra and Tamannaah 
Bhatia’s upcoming fantasy drama 
The Vvaan has unveiled its gripping 
teaser, offering a glimpse into a mys-
terious world rooted in folklore. The 
film follows an urban man who awak-
ens a divine goddess in his ances-
tral village’s forbidden forest and 
is forced to confront supernatural 
forces. Featuring adventure, mystery 
and humour, the film promises to be 
a family entertainer, with ritualistic 
settings, a Trishul and atmospheric 
music adding to its visual appeal. 
Directed by Deepak Mishra, The 
Vvaan also stars Shweta Tiwari, Sunil 
Grover, Anup Soni and Maniesh Paul. 
It releases on September 25, 2026.

Urvashi Rautela made a striking appearance at 
the Miss Universe India 2026 finale in Jaipur, 
wearing a tricolour-inspired gown featuring 
saffron, white and green. Serving as one of the 
judges, the actor revealed that the elaborate 
outfit took three months to create. Designed 
by international designer Dasha, the gown 
was chosen to celebrate the occasion and 
reflect her connection with India. Urvashi said 
she was delighted to wear the ensemble for 
her fourth time judging the pageant. 

Bollywood

The Vvaan promises 
supernatural mystery 

Fashion

Urvashi’s tricolour gown 
makes a statement

@ Sushmita Sen

Sushmita Sen keeps 
marriage plans a mystery
Sushmita Sen addressed questions 
about marriage during an Instagram 
Live session with fans. When a fan 
asked whether she was planning to 
tie the knot, the actor gave a play-
ful response, saying, “Iss sawal ka 
jawab aap aur hum dono dhundte reh 
jayenge.”

@kiaraaliaadvani

Kiara Advani enjoys 
traditional Onam feast
Kiara Advani is soaking in Kerala’s 
Onam festivities while promoting 
Toxic: A Fairy Tale for Grown-Ups. The 
actor shared a glimpse of a traditional 
Onam feast on Instagram, featuring an 
elaborate banana-leaf spread, as she 
prepares for the film’s release.

Sobhita Dhulipala has opened up 
about her marriage to Naga Chaitanya, 
revealing that demanding work sched-
ules kept the couple apart for much of 
their first year together. 

Speaking about 18 months after 
their December 2024 wedding, Sob-
hita shared that she spent more than 
150 days shooting in Tamil Nadu 
shortly after their marriage and would 

sometimes see Chaitanya only once a 
month. 

She described the period as one of 
learning and adapting, adding that 
they both prioritise keeping their con-
nection healthy. Sobhita also said she 
never imagined marrying an actor or 
someone from her home state, though 
she always dreamed of a culturally 
rooted wedding.

compelling story and 
emotional core espe-
cially important. “The 
benchmark of an action 
film is set very high but 
unfortunately, the bud-
get of a female-centric 
film is very less,” Taapsee 
said. According to her, 
the action in Gandhari 
grows naturally from the 
mother’s desperation 
rather than being the 
central attraction. She 

also revealed that she 
was not trained in mar-
tial arts for the film, jok-
ing that her character’s 
motivation is simple: she 
wants her child back. 
This urgency shapes its 
action sequences.

Gandhari arrives amid 
recent plagiarism alle-
gations surrounding its 
story. A writer claimed 
the film resembles his 
registered work. 

The bollywood hot pair
Sobhita Dhulipala on  

life with Naga Chaitanya  

“I shot this song three years ago in 
Kannada. When I shot this song, I 
said yes to it because it was part of 
a big film and also alongside Sanjay 

Dutt, who would say no to it.”
Nora Fatehi  

Web Series

Akshay Oberoi joins 
‘Aashram’ season four 
Actor Akshay Oberoi has joined the 
cast of Prakash Jha’s popular series 
Aashram for its fourth season, led by 
Bobby Deol. The actor, who will also 
be seen in Toxic and King, said he was 
excited to be part of the show’s intrigu-
ing world and praised Jha’s distinctive 
storytelling style. While details of his 
role remain under wraps, Oberoi said 
the character immediately caught his 
attention and offered him a creative 
challenge. Created and directed by 
Jha, Aashram follows the rise of Baba 
Nirala, a self-styled godman played by 
Deol, whose spiritual image conceals 
crime, exploitation and political influ-
ence. The fourth season has recently 
gone into production.

Kio’s journey 
comes to  

screen
Jon Favreau-backed wild-
life series LION follows 
Kenyan lion cub Kio’s 

four-year journey from 
a vulnerable cub to a 

future king. The National 
Geographic series 

premieres August 27 at 
7 PM, also streaming on 

JioHotstar.

Shivangi Joshi 
denies Bigg Boss 

20 entry 

Shivangi Joshi has denied 
participating in Bigg Boss 
20, calling a viral video 

claiming her entry “com-
pletely fake.” The actor 
clarified her stance on 

Instagram as contestant 
speculation continues 

ahead of the September 
premiere. 

Nawazuddin 
Siddiqui set for 

Latent  
Nawazuddin Siddiqui 

has filmed an episode of 
Samay Raina’s India’s Got 
Latent with Bhuvan Bam. 
The episode is expected 
to release soon, offering 
viewers a new side of the 

versatile actor.

Sharad and Keerti 
set for couple 
reality show   

Sharad Kelkar and wife 
Keerti Gaekwad Kelkar 
have reportedly been 
approached for Pati 

Patni Aur Panga 2. Colors 
have announced the 

celebrity-couple reality 
show’s return, though 

contestants and premiere 
details remain under 

wraps.

Ishaan Khatter 
enters a new 

phase 
Ishaan Khatter is gearing 
up for The Royals Season 
2 and Jugaadu. The actor 
will begin shooting the 

Netflix series in Septem-
ber, while Jugaadu marks 
his first “in and as” fea-

ture film lead role.

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

Harington to replace Hoult in 
‘Harry Potter’ season two 

Central Chronicle News

The actor discusses 
Gandhari’s budget 
constraints, emo-
tional depth and 
action.

Taapsee Pannu is set 
to headline Gan-
dhari, a female-

led action thriller that 
explores a mother’s 
desperate search for 
her abducted daughter. 
Written and produced 
by Kanika Dhillon, the 
film also stars Ishwak 
Singh, Swastika Muk-
herjee, Chhaya Kadam, 
Jatin Sarna and Meeta 
Vashisht. It will stream 
on Netflix from Sep-
tember 3. At the trailer 
launch, Taapsee and 
Kanika opened up about 
making women-led 
action films and the need 
for emotional stories. 
Kanika said female-led 
action films should have 
a strong story, emo-
tional depth and thrill 
rather than being driven 
only by a mission. Gan-
dhari, she explained, is 
a grounded story about 
a mother searching for 
her missing child. The 
film explores the devas-
tation caused by child 
abduction and asks 
how far a mother can 
go. Taapsee highlighted 
another challenge: bud-
gets. She pointed out 
that female-centric films 
often receive smaller 
budgets compared with 
action projects led by 
male stars, making a 

Central Chronicle News

Kit Harington has 
joined HBO’s 
upcoming Harry 

Potter series as Gilde-
roy Lockhart, replac-
ing Nicholas Hoult, who 
exited the project due to 
scheduling conflicts. The 
Game of Thrones star 
will portray the char-
ismatic but fraudulent 
wizard in the show’s 
second season, based 
on J K Rowling’s Harry 
Potter and the Chamber 
of Secrets. Harington, 
best known for playing 
Jon Snow in Game of 
Thrones, recently voiced 
Lockhart for Audible’s 
Harry Potter audio-

books. The character 
was famously portrayed 

by Kenneth Branagh in 
the 2002 film adaptation. 
In the story, Lockhart is 
a celebrated wizard and 
author whose public 
image as a heroic figure 
hides a talent for taking 
credit for other wiz-
ards’ achievements. His 

arrival is expected to add 
humour and vanity to the 
magical world. The new 
Harry Potter series is 
set to premiere on HBO 
in December and has 
already been renewed 
for a second season. 
Dominic McLaughlin 
will play Harry Potter, 
with Arabella Stanton as 
Hermione Granger and 
Alastair Stout as Ron 
Weasley. The cast also 
includes John Lithgow 
as Albus Dumbledore, 
Janet McTeer as Min-
erva McGonagall, Paapa 
Essiedu as Severus Snape 
and Nick Frost as Rubeus 
Hagrid. 

Gandhari streams 
on Netflix from 
September 3.

Taapsee Pannu reveals why making female-led action  
films remains challenging.

HIGHLIGHT

z Kit Harington joins 
Harry Potter’s magical 
world as Gilderoy 
Lockhart.
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Kit Harington joins Harry Potter 
series



The Patiala royal fam-
ily is renowned for 
its legendary jewel-

lery, including the Patiala 
Necklace, Ruby Choker 
and Delhi Durbar emerald 
brooch. Yet, beyond these 
celebrated jewels lies a fasci-
nating world of art, fashion, 
sporting achievements and 
personal heirlooms passed 
down through generations. 
Rajeshwari Kumari, great-
granddaughter of Maharaja 
Bhupinder Singh of Patiala 
and, recently offered a 
glimpse into her family’s 
collection at her Delhi farm-
house. Surrounded by paint-
ings, medals, portraits and 
garments, she shared the 
stories behind objects pre-
serving royal history.

A home steeped in sport-
ing history

The family’s legacy 
extends beyond royal gran-
deur. Maharaja Bhupinder 
Singh was associated with 
Indian cricket and the Olym-
pic movement, while his 
son Maharaja Yadavindra 
Singh and Raja Bhalindra 
Singh continued the family’s 
sporting and public legacy.

Among the displayed trea-
sures is Raja Randhir Singh’s 
Asian Games gold medal. He 
became India’s first Asian 
Games gold medallist in 
shooting in 1978. Rajeshwari 
herself has carried forward 
the sporting tradition as a 
decorated trap shooter.

Portraits of the royal 
women

The farmhouse also 
houses an art collection fea-
turing Mughal and Pahadi 

works. One personal trea-
sure is a marble bust of 
Rajeshwari’s great-grand-
mother. Similar busts were 
created for the family’s 
maharanis.

She also preserves her 
great-grandmother’s emer-
ald earrings, transforming 
family history into some-
thing tangible and deeply 
personal.

A lehenga revived for a 
new generation

Among the most strik-
ing heirlooms is her great-
grandmother’s lehenga. 
Instead of simply preserv-
ing it, the family restored 
the garment using its origi-
nal craftsmanship. The sil-
ver embellishments were 
carefully removed from the 
older lehenga and incorpo-
rated into the revived piece. 
The result beautifully blends 
heritage with contemporary 
relevance, ensuring that 
the family’s craftsmanship, 
memories and royal fashion 
legacy continue to live on.

HIGHLIGHT

z Rajeshwari Kumari shares 
stories behind her family’s 
treasured heirlooms.
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Sabyasachi’s stores across are artistic pieces
Central Chronicle News

Sabyasachi Mukherjee’s 
luxury stores are an 
immersive celebration of 

Indian art, craft and cultural 
memory. The expansive space 
features dedicated High Jewel-
lery salon and accessory par-
lour, bringing together fashion, 
art and design under one roof.

Inspired by the romance of 
luxury train travel, his store, 
houses 120 grand chandeliers, 
nearly 200 antique carpets, 
300 original paintings from 
the Sabyasachi Art Foundation, 
and over 100 antique textiles, 
mirrors and decorative objects. 
Mother-of-pearl inlay, pink Sar-
rancolin marble and life-sized 
sculptures add to its theatrical 
grandeur.

Its labyrinthine Corridors of 

Curiosity draw from old North 
Calcutta homes, filled with 
objects, artworks and frag-
ments of memory are worth 
seeing. The Hogg Market Cor-
ridor pays homage to Kolkata’s 

historic Victoria Hogg Market, 
bringing together furniture, 
porcelain, carpets, books and 
curios from different worlds.

One of the most striking 
installations is a life-sized Cal-

cutta tram carriage, inspired 
by Mukherjee’s childhood 
memories of travelling through 
Ballygunge. Crafted in wood 
and star-cut glass, the carriage 
houses a majestic Bengal tiger 
sculpture.

Rare Odyssey 
papyrus displayed

A 2,300-year-old 
papyrus fragment of 
Homer’s Odyssey is 
now on display at New 
York’s Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. Dating 
to 285–250 B.C.E., the 
ancient manuscript is among the oldest surviving 
copies of the epic. Interestingly, it contains three lines 
absent from the standard version read today. The 
fragment comes from Book 20, depicting Odysseus 
preparing to confront Penelope’s suitors. Visitors can 
also view other Odyssey-inspired artifacts, including 
a Trojan Horse scarab and a terracotta jug showing 
Odysseus with his bow and arrow.

The mystery 
of preserved 
brains 

Archaeologists 
have discovered 
more than 4,400 
ancient human 
brains, some 
preserved for 
up to 12,000 years. A new study suggests wet, 
oxygen-deprived environments may trigger 
chemical reactions that slow decomposition. 
Researchers found that low oxygen causes free 
radicals to bond with proteins, making brain 
tissue more resistant to decay. The findings 
could help explain this unusual archaeological 
phenomenon while offering clues about 
chemical processes linked to brain aging and 
neurodegenerative diseases.

Mona Lisa’s 
bizarre 1911 heist

In 1911, Leonardo 
da Vinci’s Mona Lisa 
was stolen from the 
Louvre in one of 
history’s strangest 
art heists. Italian 
handyman Vincenzo 
Peruggia hid the 
painting beneath his clothes and quietly walked 
out of the museum. Remarkably, staff did not 
realise the masterpiece was missing for more 
than a day. The theft sparked an international 
sensation, and the painting was eventually 
recovered two years later in Italy, making 
Peruggia’s audacious crime legendary.

50-year-overdue 
library book 
returned

An Australian 
man has returned 
The Antiquities of 
Athens to Kiama 
Library after 
discovering it had likely been borrowed around 
the 1870s. Found decades ago inside a sealed tea 
crate, the book remained unnoticed until Ross 
Simmons spotted the library stamp. Although 
historical fines could have reached nearly 
$20,000, librarians are not charging him. The 
water-damaged but well-preserved book will now 
join the library’s local history collection, ending 
an extraordinary 150-year borrowing saga.

$10 Million 
paintings found  
in box 

Three masterpieces 
by Paul Cézanne, 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir 
and Henri Matisse, 
worth more than 
$10 million, have been recovered months after 
a daring Italian museum heist. Police discovered 
the artworks inside an empty television box at 
a Parma home. The paintings were stolen during 
a three-minute burglary at the Magnani-Rocca 
Foundation in northern Italy. Authorities have 
arrested five suspects, reportedly linked to other 
local thefts. Investigators traced the works using 
evidence recovered from the museum.

Rare 17th-century drawings go on display 

A rare 17th-century drawing book containing 
around 30 remarkably preserved illustrations is 
now on display at Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum for 
the first time since 1935. The artwork has been 
attributed, with some reservations, to Dutch 
artist Rombout Uylenburgh. Donated by the 
van Eeghen family after more than 300 years 
of ownership, the book includes vivid biblical 
scenes drawn on blue paper. Its limited exposure 
to light helped preserve the illustrations’ striking 
colors and intricate details.

Rajeshwari Kumari showcases her family’s royal heritage

Designer Sabyasachi is a marvel when it comes to apparels.

With its carefully curated 
art, heritage objects and nos-
talgic details, the space reflects 
Mukherjee’s vision of luxury 
as a way to preserve culture, 
spark curiosity and create last-
ing memories. Here every cor-
ner is layered with visual refer-
ences, from Bengal’s colonial 
past to contemporary Indian 
luxury, creating an atmosphere 
that invites visitors to linger 
and explore slowly.

The sweet story behind India’s beloved Ghewar
Ghewar is more 

than a festive indul-
gence; it is a deli-
cious expression of 
North India’s rich 
sweet tradition. The 
Rajasthani delicacy 
is known for its dis-
tinctive honeycomb-
like texture, created 
by deep-frying a 
thin batter and soak-
ing the crisp disc in 
sugar syrup. Closely 
associated with the 
monsoon, ghewar 
holds special signif-
icance during Teej 
and Raksha Band-

han, when families traditionally prepare, share and gift it. From 
classic and kesar versions to indulgent malai and paneer vari-
eties, the sweet continues to evolve while retaining its place in 
India’s cherished festive food culture.

In 1922, women athletes made 
sporting history when the first 
Women’s World Games were 
held at Paris’s Pershing Stadium. 
Organised by Alice Milliat and 
the Fédération Sportive Féminine 
Internationale, the event chal-
lenged the limited opportunities 
available to women in interna-
tional sport. On August 20, ath-
letes from five countries competed 
across 11 track-and-field events, 
attracting thousands of spectators. 
The games showcased women’s 
strength, skill and competitive 
spirit at a time when their partic-
ipation in major sporting events 
remained restricted. Their success 
helped strengthen the movement 
for women’s inclusion in the Olym-
pic Games and marked a turning 
point for women’s athletics.

WORLD GAMES 

When women created their own world games

Art & Culture
INDIAN HERITAGE

Patiala Royal 
family’s 

timeless legacy 
lives on 

Patiala’s treasured heirlooms beautifully 
preserve generations of royal history.

HIGHLIGHT

z Sabyasachi brings Indian 
art, nostalgia and luxury 
together 

z Inspired by old Calcutta 
homes and luxury train 
journeys, his store unfolds 
visual experience.



G Unnikrishnan

COLOMBO:  Former Sri 
Lankan batter and vet-
eran coach Roy Dias 
said that the relevance 
of Test and ODI for-
mats have not shrunk 
amid the onslaught of 
T20, and advised young 
cricketers to develop 
proper technique to 
excel in all three ver-
sions of the game.
Dias, an exponent of 

wristy batting in the 80s, 
believed the old-school 
virtues like patience 
and innings-building 
has a place in fast-paced 
modern-day cricket.
“In our days, the move 
from Test to ODIs was 
a bit easier because 
even that format 
started with 60 overs 
and then became 50 
overs. But now, we have 
a lot of T20 matches 
and leagues, and the 

young batsmen need to 
find the balance very 
quickly,” Dias told PTI.
“They need to treat T20, 
ODI and Test differently 
and the players need 

to train accordingly. 
You cannot ignore T20 
now, because it is here 
to stay. With T20, they 
need to play only three-

and-half-hours or so 
and bowl a maximum of 
four overs. Batters need 
to try and hit even good 
balls for fours or sixes. 
“So if you train only for 
that format, it will be 
tough to play other for-
mats which are played 
over a longer duration. 
So, get your basics right 
in the longer format, 
and having a good base 
will only help you in 
ODIs and T20s,” he said.

Press Trust Of India

Mirabai, 32, has won 
every medal that 
has to be won in the 
world, including an 
Olympic silver in the 
2020 Tokyo Games, 
but an Asian Games 
podium has eluded 
her during an illustri-
ous career despite her 
best efforts.

NEW DELHI: Ace Indian 
weightlifter and Olym-
pic medallist Mirabai 
Chanu is bracing for 
an Olympic-level bat-
tle at the Asian Games 
in Aichi-Nagoya, with 
powerhouse nations 
China, North Korea and 
Thailand expected to 
bring their strongest 
lifters to the continen-
tal showpiece.

“To be honest, the 
competition in the 
Commonwealth Games 
was not tough for me. 
I did not have to put in 
a lot of effort at Glas-
gow. The real test lies 
ahead,” Mirabai told 
SAI Media, ahead of hr 
Asian Games beginning 
on September 19.

“I want to see how 
far I can go in Japan. 
The Asian Games have 
been the toughest for 
me. You will probably 
see the ‘Olympics’ at 
the Asian Games this 
time because the stron-
gest lifters in our weight 
category are from Asia,” 
said Mirabai, underlin-
ing the sheer scale of 

the challenge awaiting 
her at the continental 
showpiece.

The Indian star 
knows there is no 
room for complacency 
as she hunts the one 
major medal missing 
from her cabinet. With 
staying injury-free her 
top priority, Mirabai is 
following the regimen 
laid down by long-time 
coach Vijay Sharma 
and American strength 
and conditioning coach 
Dr Aaron Horschig, 
while putting herself 
through a gruelling 
training grind for her 
elusive Asian Games 
breakthrough.

“We have a video call 
every Thursday with 
him and we discuss 
everything about train-
ing, recovery and the 
next steps. Everything 

is reviewed to the fin-
est detail and since Dr 
Horschig was a weight-
lifter himself, he knows 
every muscle in the 
body. “This constant 
review has kept me in 
shape,” said Mirabai, 
whose association with 
Dr Horschig goes back 
to 2020. Such is Mira-

bai’s hunger for the elu-
sive Asian Games medal 
that she barely had 
time to savour her Glas-
gow Commonwealth 
Games gold. With the 
competition venue 
already dismantled, she 
tracked down a nearby 
gym, paid for a training 
session and got straight 
back to work -- a tell-
ing sign of her single-
minded pursuit of the 
Asian Games podium.

On her return to 
India, Mirabai wasted 
no time getting back to 
work, heading straight 
to her training base in 
Modinagar instead of 
taking a break in her 
home state of Manipur.

“I was straight back 
to training at Modina-
gar. In fact, I did not go 
home (in Manipur) and 
I have set myself a chal-

lenge ‘no going home 
till I win a medal at the 
Asian Games,’” said 
Mirabai.

The 32-year-old says 
she is feeling strong 
and in good shape for 
the Asian challenge, 
but knows an even big-
ger test awaits beyond 
the Games -- the 2028 
Los Angeles Olympics. 
With the weight cat-
egory moving up to 
53kg, Mirabai will have 
to add body weight and 
strength strategically 
as she prepares for 
another Olympic cam-
paign.

“That should not be 
a problem but every-
thing will depend 
on the performance 
at Nagoya and then 
we can plan with the 
Olympic qualifiers in  
December. 

Puligilla, Sherif 
set for WRC3 
challenge
ENCARNACIÓN (Para-
guay): Indian rally driver 
Naveen Puligilla and 
co-driver Musa Sherif 
will compete in the 
WRC3 category at Rally 
del Paraguay, the 11th 
round of the FIA World 
Rally Championship, 
here from August 27 to 
30. The Team Duran 
Racing duo, driving a 
Ford Fiesta Rally3 pre-
pared by MRU Motor-
sport, head into the 
event after winning 
the ARC3 class at last 
month’s Rwanda Moun-
tain Gorilla Rally. They 
will also compete in 
the next WRC round in 
Chile.

The rally features 22 
red-gravel special stages 
covering 357.64 km. 
Puligilla, the reigning 
2025 Indian National 
Rally Champion in the 
3T class, said the high-
speed stages and chang-
ing grip would demand 
precision.

| SL LEGEND DIAS |

‘Test, ODI and T20 can co-exist, players need to find a balance’ 

Press Trust Of India

India, featuring 11 
World Cup debutants, 
will face a stern test 
against a side that has 
already beaten it twice 
in practice matches 
before the tournament.

AMSTELVEEN: India will 
look to put the disap-
pointment of missing 
out on a semifinal spot 
behind them and sign 
off from the Women’s 
Hockey World Cup with 
a win when they face 
higher-ranked Germany 
in the fifth-place playoff 
here on Wednesday.

For India, the contest 
is not just about finish-
ing fifth but also about 
carrying the confidence 
of an impressive World 
Cup campaign into next 
month’s Asian Games, 
where a gold medal 

would bring direct qual-
ification for the 2028 
Los Angeles Olympics.

India have lost just 
one match in the tour-
nament and, irrespec-
tive of the result against 
the two-time champi-
ons, are assured of their 
best World Cup finish 
since their fourth-place 
effort in the inaugural 
edition in 1974.

The three-day break, 
however, has given Sjo-

erd Marijne’s side time 
to recover from the dis-
appointment and refo-
cus on the final chal-
lenge.

“This rest was cru-
cial to recover from the 
setback in the previous 
match. Now, the team 
will play against Ger-
many with renewed 
vigour and freshness,” 
Marijne said.

“The team has over-
come the disappoint-

ment of not reaching 
the semifinals and is 
now fully focused on 
defeating Germany and 
leaving the tournament 
with a win. We want to 
improve our game and 
perform better for the 
Asian Games.”

India began their 
campaign with a 2-2 
draw against Olympic 
silver medallists China 
before thrashing South 
Africa 6-1, with six dif-
ferent players finding 
the net.

|  W O M E N  H O C K E Y  W C  |

FACTFILE

z India’s semifinal 
hopes were dashed on 
Sunday after a goalless 
draw against Australia 
in their final second-
round pool match, 
where they needed a 
win to progress.
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BEST OF THE REST

Dear @icc & @bcci Vaibhav 
recently & now Jaiswal... if you 
keep letting them get away with 

such behaviour, you train them to 
repeat such behaviour.

Sanjay Manjrekar 
Former India batter 
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CLASSICAL CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP

Mayank, Pratitee triumph in Asian  
Jr Classical Chess Championship

MUMBAI: Mayank Chakraborty and 
Pratitee Bordoloi clinched the Open 
and Girls titles as India completed 
a memorable double at the Asian 
Junior Classical Chess Champion-
ship here on Wednesday. Top seed 
Mayank lived up to his billing by fin-
ishing the nine-round Open Cham-
pionship with 7.5 points to claim the 
gold medal. Russia’s Artem Pingin 
secured the silver with seven points, 
while India’s Daksh Goyal produced 
an impressive performance to take 
the bronze with 6.5 points.

Pratitee completed the hosts’ 
golden double by winning the 
Girls title with 7.5 points from 
nine rounds. Kazakhstan’s Mariya 
Kholyavko finished just half a point 
behind to take the silver, while Nive-
dita V C secured the bronze with 6.5 

points.
The championship also proved 

highly rewarding for several players 
who earned coveted FIDE titles and 
norms.

Open champion Mayank, who is 
already GM-elect, added another 
Grandmaster norm through his 
title-winning performance. Bronze 
medallist Daksh Goyal earned the 
FIDE Master title as well as an Inter-
national Master norm.

“They need to treat 
T20, ODI and Test 
differently and the 

players need to train 
accordingly.

Roy Dias 
veteran coach

India eye historic 5th place finish 
against higher ranke d Germany

Chanu bracing for Olympic-level 
competition at Asian Games

Mirabai’s best Asian Games finish came in 2023, where she was  
placed fourth in the 49kg category. 

NEW DELHI: India on Wednesday 
named a 23-member squad for 
the upcoming AFC U20 Asian Cup 
Qualifiers in Tashkent, after omit-
ting eight players who were called 
for the national camp. The qualify-
ing tournament will be held in the 
Uzbek capital from August 31 to 
September 6. The main tournament 
will be held in China next year. 
From the previously announced 
30-player squad ahead of the Singa-
pore friendlies earlier this month, 
eight players were released for 
either technical or injury-related 
considerations, the All Indian Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF) said. They 
are Shuhaid Koya Thangal PS, Arsh-
vir Singh, Ashik Adhikari, Dallal-
muon Gangte, Levis Zangminlun, 
Agastya Bhat, Nirupam Gowda H 
and Yohaan Benjamin. Meanwhile, 

Daniyal Makakmayum has joined 
the squad. More than a hundred 
players were assessed since the 
trials began in Bengaluru in June, 
before the final 23 were selected. 
Mahesh Gawali’s side played four 
friendly matches earlier this month, 
defeating Singapore twice (3-0 and 
1-0), drawing 0-0 with Yemen, and 
securing a 1-0 victory in the second 
match against the West Asians.

 ASIAN CUP QUALIFIERS

India names 23-member squad for 
upcoming AFC U20 in Tashkent

ICC TEST RANKINGS

SPORTS MINISTRY’S FLAGSHIP

DUBAI: Australia fast bowler Mitch-
ell Starc has attained the No. 1 posi-
tion in the ICC Test rankings for 
the first time in his career after his 
10-wicket haul in MacKay helped 
win the second match of their ICC 
World Test Championship series 
against Bangladesh. The 36-year-
old left-armer grabbed six for 12 
and four for 39 to star in the innings 
and 51 runs victory, overtaking Matt 
Henry and Jasprit Bumrah, whom 
he leads by 10 rating points. Starc, 
whose previous best position was 
second that he first achieved after 
the Boxing Day Test last year, was 
named the Player of the Match and 
the Player of the Series. Bumrah’s 
latest reign at the top lasted just 
two months but he has a combined 
697 days as number one, which is 
the most by an India bowler and 
the 14th-most ever. He was ruled 
out of the ongoing series against 
Sri Lanka due to an injury. England 
seam bowler Ollie Robinson is 

another major gainer, his hauls of 
five for 51 and three for 39 helping 
him win the Player of the Match 
award in an innings and 103 runs 
victory over Pakistan in the first of 
three Tests in Leeds and lifted him 
15 spots to 11th among bowlers.

NEW DELHI: Asian Games-bound 
young table tennis players Syn-
drela Das and Payas Jain have 
been included in the Sports Min-
istry’s flagship Target Olympic 
Podium Scheme’s (TOPS) Devel-
opment group, while senior star 
Manika Batra’s request for fund-
ing to participate in international 

events next month has also been 
approved.

The 17-year-old Syndrela, who 
hails from Kolkata, bagged a sil-
ver in girls’ doubles and a bronze 
in the girls’ singles events at the 
Asian Youth Championships in 
Thailand earlier this year.

Syndrela also bagged the triple 
National Ranking age-group titles 
(U15, U17 and U19 singles) in 2023, 
before transitioning to the senior 
nationals last year.

Manika, who was omitted from 
the Asian Games squad for failing 
to meet the selection criteria of 
requisite domestic game time, will 
receive funding from the Mission 
Olympic Cell (MOC) for taking 
part in the WTT Contender tour-
naments in Bulgaria and Kazakh-
stan, scheduled for September.

Starc replaces Bumrah as  
top-ranked Test bowler

Asiad-bound TT youngsters Syndrela and 
Payas included in TOPS Devp Scheme

FACTFILE

z She recently 
clinched gold at the 
Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow for her third 
top-podium finish at 
the quadrennial event, 
but insists the Asian 
Games is a different 
beast altogether, 
with the competition 
set to be far more 
intense than at the 
Commonwealth level.



 Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The All India 
Football Federation 
(AIFF) has appointed 
Anthony Andrews as 
the assistant coach of 
the India U17 women’s 
national team, with 
Joakim Alexandersson 
continuing as the head 
coach.

Andrews, who also 
serves as head coach 
of East Bengal FC, will 
take up the role on 
a dual basis with the 
club and country.

“It is a great honour 
and privilege to be part 
of the India U17 Wom-
en’s National Team 
setup. I’m grateful to 
the AIFF for the trust 
and confidence they 
have shown in me, and 
I’m excited about the 
opportunity to contrib-
ute to the development 
of the next generation 
of Indian footballers,” 
Andrews said.

“Having spent a 
significant part of 
my coaching career 
in women’s football, 
working across both 
youth and senior lev-
els, representing the 
country in this capac-
ity is a responsibil-
ity that I take with 
immense pride and 
commitment.”

The current Indian 

Women’s League (IWL) 
champion with East 
Bengal, Andrews is the 
most successful coach 
in the league’s history, 
having won four titles.

He guided Gokulam 
Kerala FC to consecu-
tive IWL titles in 2021-
22 and 2022-23 before 
leading East Bengal FC 
to back-to-back cham-
pionships in 2024-25 
and 2025-26. He is the 
only coach to have won 
multiple IWL trophies.

Andrews has also 
overseen East Bengal’s 
recent success on the 
continental stage. Last 
Sunday, he guided 
the club to victory in 
the preliminary stage 
of the AFC Women’s 
Champions League 
2026-27 in Malaysia, 
making East Bengal the 
first Indian women’s 
club to qualify for the 
group stage in consec-
utive seasons.

Under his steward-

ship, East Bengal also 
became the first Indian 
women’s club to win 
a match in the AFC 
Women’s Champions 
League group stage 
last season. He also led 
the Moshal Girls to the 
SAFF Women’s Club 
Championship title last 
December.

Andrews has now 
joined the India U17 
women’s team in 
Tashkent, where the 
Young Tigresses are 
scheduled to play two 
international friendly 
matches against 
Uzbekistan on August 
27 and 30 as part of 
their preparation for 
the AFC U17 Women’s 
Asian Cup China 2027 
Qualifiers.

The Qualifiers will 
be held in Malaysia 
from October 5 to 11, 
with India set to com-
pete in Group E along-
side Malaysia, Syria 
and Iraq.
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Anthony Andrews appointed 
as assistant coach 

By Devarchit Varma

Neetu, a former India 
spinner who was also 
the chairperson of the 
senior women’s selec-
tion committee, has 
been appointed as the 
chief scout of the fran-
chise which finished 
at the bottom in the 
points table in the last 
two seasons.

MUMBAI: UP Warriorz 
will need to rework 
their combinations and 
not repeat the mistakes 
of the past as they look 
to turn their fortunes 
around in the Women’s 
Premier League, said 
chief scout Neetu David 
here on Wednesday.

“I am very happy that 
I have joined UP War-
riorz; this is my team 
because I am also from 
UP. I will try to select 
the best players for the 

tournament according 
to my conversations with 
(head coach) Abhishek 
(Nayar),” Neetu told PTI 
in an interaction orga-
nised by the franchise.

“I won’t say there is 
any extra pressure,” she 
said when asked about 
her transition from being 
the chairperson of Indian 
selectors to UPW’s chief 
scout. “…but the mis-
takes that we have made 
in the last two or three 
years, we will try not to 
make those mistakes and 

try to rectify them.”
“As far as selection is 

concerned, we are try-
ing to have a look at our 
combinations whether it 
is batting or bowling. We 
have been talking about 
this for a long time and 
keeping this in mind I 
am looking at the other 
aspects, be it our domes-
tic cricket or about play-
ers from around the 
world,” Neetu said.

UPW, who had Austra-
lia legend Alyssa Healy at 
the leadership helm and 
behind the wickets in the 
first two seasons of WPL, 
went into last edition 
without any frontline 
wicketkeeper.

“We are paying atten-
tion to wicketkeeping as 
well. Plus, we are also 
looking at spin bowl-
ers, someone who takes 
the ball away, we are in 
search for that,” Neetu 
said.

‘UP Warriorz need  
to rework combinations’

| NEETU DAVID SAYS |

 Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India men 
will open their Asian 
Games campaign in 
Japan on September 28 
while the women start 
their tournament against 
Japan on September 18.
Both teams from India 
are seeded and begin 
their campaign from 
quarterfinal onwards. 
They Shreyas Iyer-led 
men’s team and Harman-
preet Kaur-led women 
are firm favourites for 
the gold medal in the 
competition to be held 
in Korogi Athletic Park 

near Nagoya, having 
swept the competition 
in the previous edition 
in China. While India’s 
quarterfinal opponents 

in the women’s draw 
was already decided, 
the men will face second 
placed team from Group 
A comprising Afghan-

istan, Japan and Nepal. 
The women’s final will 
be played on September 
22 and men’s summit 
clash on October 3.

Indian men to open their Asian 
Games campaign on Sept 28

Manchester City 
signs Ayyoub 
Bouaddi
LONDON:  Manchester City 
signed highly rated teen-
age midfielder Ayyoub 
Bouaddi from Lille on 
Wednesday, getting a 
rising star seen as the 
Premier League giant’s 
long-term replacement 
for Rodri. City confirmed 
the transfer in a statement 
on its website, saying 
the 18-year-old Morocco 
international has signed 
a five-year-contract. No 
financial details were 
given but French sports 
daily L’Equipe estimated 
the transfer to be 100 mil-
lion euros ($117 million). 
Bouaddi’s arrival follows 
the departure of 2024 
men’s Ballon d’Or win-
ner Rodri, who recently 
joined Barcelona after 
helping Spain win the 
World Cup. “This is a very 
special day for me and my 
family,” Bouaddi said. I’ve 
watched City for many 
years, and I love their 
style of play. City always 
try and play quality  
football.
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COLOMBO: Spin bowling 
coach Sairaj Bahutule 
on Wednesday offered a 
unique measure to curb 
the menace of no-balls 
that has been plaguing 
Indian spinners in the 
ongoing second Test 
against Sri Lanka -- sug-
gesting to introduce free-
hit in the longest format.
The Indian spin unit was 
guilty of overstepping 
10 times so far in the 
second Test against Sri 
Lanka here. It’s the most 
no-balls bowled by a spin 
attack since 2021 whereas 
Afghanistan top the chart 
with 14 illegal deliveries.

“It is something which 
we have been working on. 
It is definitely a concern 
at times. But when the 
bowler is putting in that 

effort and gets a wicket 
in situations where wick-
ets are not coming, he 
has a tendency to push 
himself, but that is not an 
excuse,” said Bahutule in 
the post-day press confer-
ence. “But a lot of work 
has been put in with 
(Ravindra) Jadeja, with 
Saransh ( Jain), about 
where the take-off point 
is. But sometimes, the 
effort they put in for that 
particular delivery is a bit 

more and they tend to 
overstep. I am sure they 
will rectify it and get bet-
ter,” he added.

However, Bahutule 
offered a rather unex-
pected solution -- copy 
free-hits into Test cricket 
from white ball formats. 
Of course, the suggestion 
was more in half-jest.

“I am no guardian of 
the rules but if a free-
hit comes, obviously, 
no-balls will definitely 
be reduced. No team 
would want to bowl those 
no-balls and give that 

extra ball and give those 
extra runs. “Obviously, 
the take-off point is talked 
about. They understand 
what is happening and 
definitely a process will 
be put forward in terms 
of minimising,” he said.

But how serious the 
bowlers and support staff 
are at nets in correcting 
the no-ball issue?

“I think the reminders 
are given during nets also. 
It is similar to a match 
situation. We take every 
session seriously and it 
is monitored from the 
side. “Sometimes, I stay 
as an umpire and some-
times the other coaches 
stand as umpires. We are 
monitoring spinners and 
fast bowlers. So, we defi-
nitely give importance to 
it and work in progress,” 
he said.

| OVERSTEPPING | 

Spinners bowling no-ball a concern: Bahutule

By G Unnikrishnan

But Sooriyabandara 
and Mendis played 
with freedom and 
were never hesitant to 
take the attack to the 
bowlers.

COLOMBO:  Sri Lankan 
batters were defiant in 
phases but the Indian 
bowlers made a timely 
intervention to reduce 
the hosts to 229 for six in 
their second innings on 
day four of the second 
and final Test here on 
Wednesday.

Sonal Dinusha (7) and 
Keshara Nuwantha (3) 
were in the middle at 
stumps when the now 
customary evening rain 
and bad light stopped 
play.

Before Indian bowlers 
established their domi-
nation, the 115-run third 
wicket alliance between 
Pasindu Sooriyabandara 
(92) and Kamindu Mendis 
(55) was the primary 
source of Lankan fight-
back.

Sooriyabandara and 
Mendis joined forces 
when Lanka were wob-
bling at 63 for two, but 
resisted the Indian bowl-
ers for the next 110 min-
utes.

The pair bridged the 

heavy 213-run innings 
deficit that forced them 
to follow-on.

However, Sri Lanka’s 
effort in that period was 
a marked improvement 
from their first dig in 
which they were bundled 
out for 290, which was a 
mere 13 runs shy of the 
follow-on mark.

That total was con-
structed around the 
highly-impressive Dinus-
ha’s 103, his second hun-
dred of the series.

But the Sooriyaban-
dara-Mendis partner-
ship in the ongoing 
innings was the reason 
behind the match getting 
extended to its final day 
after they lost openers 
Lahiru Udara and Kamil 
Mishara early in the sec-
ond essay.

It is easy to imagine 
their stand as an obdu-
rate one considering the 
situation in which Sri 
Lanka found themselves 
in.

Mendis creamed 
Manav Suthar for two 
sixes, and did not allow 
the left-arm spinner to 
settle into a consistent 
rhythm.

Later, Sooriyabandara 
too slog-swept Suthar 
for a six as the young 
tweaker struggled for an 
impact for the first time 
in this series. Mendis 

reached his fifty off 87 
balls with a flourish, pull-
ing Prasidh Krishna for a 
six and soon Sooriyaban-

dara too joined his team-
mate with a 78-ball fifty.

However, Prasidh 
broke the swelling stand 

with a short-pitched ball 
which cramped Mendis 
for room, and Shubman 
Gill completed a fine run-
ning catch to give march-
ing orders to the Lankan 
batter.

The host went into tea 
at a rather comfortable 
position of 199 for three, 
needing just 14 runs more 
to overhaul the ignominy 
of an innings defeat.

However, the final ses-
sion of the day redrew 
the complexion of the 
match as India picked up 
three wickets.

Skipper Dhananjaya 
de Silva was the first to 
depart, inside edging 
Suthar to Devdutt Padik-
kal in the cordon.

S o o r i y a b a n d a r a 
looked primed for his 
maiden Test hundred but 
a moment of madness 
snapped his stay. Till then 
batting with composure, 
the right-hander gave a 
charge to Suthar.

The Indian tweaker 
detected the charge very 
early and fired a delivery 
wide of Sooriyabandara 
and Rishabh Pant just 
had the job of whipping 
the bails.

Saransh Jain, who gen-
erated considerable turn, 
trapped Niroshan Dick-
wella in front of stumps 
as the home side slumped 
to 218 for six.

India on the verge of series win 
despite Sooriyabandara, Mendis fight
India will be eager to end Lanka’s last vestige of hope and wrap the match and series on day five.

Manav Suthar celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket of Sri 
Lanka’s captain Dhananjay de Silva on the fourth day of the second Test 

cricket match, in Colombo, Wednesday.

It is something 
which we have 

been working on.
Sairaj Bahutule  

Spin bowling coach 
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KAMPALA: Tanzania’s vice 
president is resigning after 
less than a year in office, 
following what analysts 
say was a power struggle 
with the country’s first  
female leader.

Vice President 
Emmanuel Nchimbi 
offered to vacate the office 
on Sept. 4, according to 
a statement released on 
Tuesday. The presidency 
confirmed that constitu-
tional measures will be 
taken to select a new dep-
uty to President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan.

Nchimbi’s state-
ment said he was “fully 

convinced” that Hassan 
desires another deputy. “I 
assure you that I will con-
tinue to be a good citizen of 
Tanzania,” it said.

His resignation is 
remarkable in a country 
known for its relative sta-
bility under the one-party 
rule of the Chama cha Map-

induzi party, or CCM. Some 
analysts say he appeared 
to have disagreed with 
Hassan over governance 
and other issues stemming 
from the government’s 
brutal crackdown on street 
protests during and after 
the Oct. 29 election.

“The two were not on 
good terms,” said Tito 
Magoti, a rights attorney 
and independent analyst in 

the commercial capital of 
Dar es Salaam. A post-elec-
tion inquiry showed 518 
people were killed in the 
violence, shocking many at 
home and abroad. 

The military was 
deployed alongside the 
police to quell riots in 
major cities, with sporadic 
gunfire ringing out in the 
usually peaceful coun-
try that many foreigners 
visit for its pristine coastal 
beaches and safari tour-
ism. The internet was shut 
down for days, a move that 
Hassan later apologised for 
and promised would never 
happen again. The leader 
of the commission that 
investigated election-re-

lated violence, Mohamed 
Chande Othman, said dur-
ing the release of his report 
in April that the number of 
deaths was likely higher, 
because some families 
buried their loved ones 
without taking their bod-
ies to morgues. He recom-
mended an investigation 
into the use of firearms, as 
some of the witnesses told 
the commission that their 
loved ones were shot while 
sitting inside their houses.

Hassan, who has served 
as president since 2021, 
drew widespread anger 
for running virtually unop-
posed after her two main 
opponents were blocked or 
prevented from contesting.

Press Trust Of India

Former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton 
stated that India and 
China could play a 
crucial role in resolv-
ing the West Asia 
conflict by leveraging 
their position as major 
buyers of Iranian oil 
and gas.

NEW YORK: India and 
China could be among 
key players who could 
contribute to resolving 
the West Asia conflict 
if US President Donald 
Trump wants to use 
“diplomacy instead of 
bluster”, said former 

Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton. Talking 
about the conflict, Clin-
ton, in an interview with 
C-SPAN, said: “The mis-
conceptions on a stra-
tegic level have led us 
to where we are.” The 

conflict began on Febru-
ary 28 when the US and 
Israel launched a joint 
attack on Iran, triggering 
retaliatory strikes.

 It also led to the chok-
ing of the vital Strait of 
Hormuz. In June, the 
US and Iran signed an 
interim peace agree-
ment, but it collapsed 

last month with fresh 
strikes from both sides. 
“If you want to figure 
out how Trump could 
get out of this. I think 
the key to it is probably 
China and India, because 
if you look at who buys 
the most oil and gas 
from Iran, it’s China and 
India,” said Clinton on 
Monday. 

Pakistan, Oman and 
Qatar are among coun-
tries trying to mediate 
between the US and Iran 
to end the conflict amid 
heightened tensions. 
The key sticking point in 
the conflict is the Strait 
of Hormuz, where ship-
ping has been disrupted 
because of the war. 
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Revelers throw tomatoes at each other during the annual “Tomatina” tomato fight fiesta, in the village of Bunol near Valencia, Spain.AP/PTI

14 infants killed 
in fire at Pak 
hospital
ISLAMABAD: At least 14 
infants were killed on 
Wednesday after a mas-
sive fire broke out in a 
gynaecology ward of a 
major hospital in Paki-
stan’s capital Islamabad, 
authorities said. 

The fire occurred 
around 7 am at the 
state-run Pakistan Insti-
tute of Medical Sci-
ences (PIMS), the larg-
est public hospital in  
the capital.

In a statement, the 
Islamabad administra-
tion said 14 newborns 
were killed when the fire 
broke out on the third 
floor of the hospital’s 
mother and child ward.

 PIMS Spokesperson 
Dr Aneeza Jalil told the 
Dawn newspaper that 15 
babies were in the ward.

|  I N D I A  C H I N A  C L I N T O N  |

India, China can help resolve West 
Asia conflict: Hillary Clinton
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JERUSALEM: Iran will 
not allow military vessels 
to transit through the 
Strait of Hormuz under 
an agreement the Islamic 
Republic is currently 
negotiating with Oman, 
Iran’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister told state TV late 
on Tuesday night.

The top diplomats of 
the two countries met to 
discuss managing com-
mercial shipping traffic in 
the vital waterway, which 
remains largely shut down 
nearly six months after  
the Iran war began.

Officials in Thailand 
said the USS Lincoln was 
scheduled for a brief 

stopover in the country 
as the aircraft carrier 
prepares to reposition 
after a lengthy deploy-
ment, including support 
for the Iran war. Mean-
while, Israel’s strikes 
continued in Gaza, test-
ing the already fragile  
ceasefire with Hamas.

Iran and Oman have 
reached an understand-
ing on a new framework 
for managing ship traf-
fic in the Strait of Hor-
muz that would exclude 
military vessels, Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Kazem Gharibabadi told 
state TV late on Tuesday 
night. “If the understand-
ing becomes binding, no 
military vessel will be 

permitted to pass through 
the Strait of Hormuz,” he 
said. “No military vessel 
at all.”Gharibabadi didn’t 
provide further details 

about military traffic. 
He described the pro-
posed commercial route 
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, the vital shipping 
waterway. Traffic into 
the Persian Gulf from the 
Gulf of Oman would pass 
entirely through Iranian 
waters, while the out-
bound route would pass 
partly through Iranian 
waters and partly through 
Oman’s territorial  
waters, he said.

The Trump administra-
tion told Oman it opposed 
parts of the evolving deal, 
including the joint Iranian 
and Omani management 
of the exit route out of 
the passage that’s criti-
cal to global supplies of 

oil and natural gas. US 
President Donald Trump 
last week threatened to 
bomb Oman if it “gets in 
the way.” An Israeli strike 
on a tent for displaced 
people Wednesday in 
southern Gaza killed one 
person and wounded at 
least four others, accord-
ing to officials at the ter-
ritory’s Health Ministry. 
The Israeli military said 
it struck a “military oper-
ative,” without elaborat-
ing. Even as US efforts 
to advance the fragile 
ceasefire in the nearly 
three-year Israel-Ha-
mas war continue, Pal-
estinians in the strip 
have reported a surge  
in deadly Israeli strikes.

Iran warns of military ship  
ban in Hormuz

Iran and Oman are negotiating a framework to manage commercial shipping traffic 
that would entirely exclude military vessels from the vital waterway.

|  TANZANIA-VICE PREZ | 

Tanzania’s Vice President resigns unexpectedly

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

KYIV:   Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy on Wednesday awarded 
Elon Musk the Order of Freedom, one 
of Ukraine’s highest state honours, 
for his “outstanding personal merits” 
in protecting human life and free-
dom and strengthening ties between 
Ukraine and the United States.

Musk, the founder of SpaceX, has 
become one of the most influential 
and contentious private sector figures 
in Ukraine’s war effort. 

 His decision to provide Ukraine 
with access to Starlink, SpaceX’s 
satellite internet network, was crit-
ical. It remains a communications 
lifeline for Ukrainian forces and 
civilians after Russia’s full-scale  
invasion in 2022. 

Starlink has become deeply 
embedded in Ukraine’s military oper-
ations, with commanders and sol-
diers relying on satellite connectiv-
ity to communicate and coordinate 
operations. That dependence has 
given Musk influence over Ukraine’s 
military capabilities, a source of 
concern. Musk’s decision-making 
could shape Ukraine’s future military  
capabilities. 

LONDON: A historic portrait of Dad-
abhai Naoroji, the nationalist leader 
who became the first-ever Indian MP 
in the British Parliament, is set to be 
unveiled as the newest addition to the 
National Portrait Gallery in London. 
The portrait by artist Sorab M Pitha-
walla had taken pride of place for over 
70 years at the India Club on the Strand 
before the restaurant lost a campaign to 
extend its lease three years ago. 

Manager Yadgar Marker decided to 
approach the iconic London gallery 
housing the world’s greatest collection 
of portraits to find a new home for the 
treasured work, which will be open to 
the public from next Wednesday. “The 
National Portrait Gallery were extremely 
happy to have been approached, as 
until now they have had a very small 
sketch of Dadabhai,” shared Marker.  
“An extensive restoration had been car-
ried out through the Painting Pairs Pro-
gramme at Courtauld Institute of Art, 
in which extensive enquiries had also 
been made of the life of the sitter. “We 
are more than delighted that the portrait 
has found a new home where Dadabhai 
Naoroji’s achievements will be noticed 
and much admired,” he said. 

UK PORTRAIT NAOROJI

UK’s National Portrait 
Gallery to display 
Naoroji painting

ZELENSKYY MUSK AWARD

Ukrainian President 
Zelenskyy awards 
Musk for Starlink role

MOSCOW: Ukrainian long-range drones 
struck a major warehouse belonging 
to Russia’s biggest online retailer for 
the second time in just over a month, 
starting a massive fire that destroyed 
it completely, local authorities  
said on Wednesday.

Ukrainian forces previously hit the 
depot in the Tambov region southeast 
of Moscow, several hundred kilome-
tres (miles) from the Ukrainian bor-
der, on July 18, killing seven people 
and heralding the start of an aerial 
campaign that has delivered repeated 
blows to Russian e-commerce giant 
Wildberries. The company’s size and 
commercial importance have brought 
comparisons with Amazon.

Ukraine’s cutting-edge drone capa-
bilities developed since Russia’s Feb-
ruary 2022 invasion have allowed it 

to hit dozens of Wildberries facilities 
across Russia in recent weeks. Kyiv 
officials say goods sold by the com-
pany include gear and technical com-
ponents used by Russia’s military. The 
attacks have also served Ukraine’s war 
goals by unsettling Russians living far 
from the front line and hurting the 
Russian economy.

Russia, meanwhile, has blasted 
Ukraine with ballistic and cruise 
missiles, powerful glide bombs and 
jet-powered drones, killing thousands 
of civilians.

Ukraine has been firing hundreds 
of drones at Russia almost nightly, 
hoping to overwhelm air defences. 
The Russian Defence Ministry said 
that its forces overnight shot down 
426 Ukrainian drones over 15 Russian 
regions and illegally annexed Crimea.

RUSSIA UKRAINE WAR
Wildberries depot in Russia is hit again, de-

stroyed as Ukraine extends its drone campaign

BEIJING:    Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping on Wednesday ordered all-out 
efforts to search for and rescue people 
missing after devastating flash floods 
swept through villages and towns near 
the China-Nepal border area in Tibet, 
causing heavy casualties. A total of 145 
officers and soldiers from the Xigaze 
detachment of the People’s Armed 
Police have been sent to the affected 
border port to assist with emergency 
response operations.

A sudden, massive flood swept 
through two central Nepal districts bor-
dering Tibet killing at least four people, 
causing extensive devastation at set-
tlements along the river and damaging 
at least a dozen hydropower projects 
early Wednesday. At least 105 Indians 

and 37 NRIs are among the nearly 400 
persons missing. Xi called for efforts to 
evacuate residents at risk and provide 
timely medical treatment to the injured  
to minimise casualties. 

He made the instructions after a 
mudslide occurred around 10:30 am 
on Wednesday, which caused severe 
casualties and left people unaccounted 
for at Gyirong border port in Gyirong 
County, the state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported. Xi also stressed the 
need to strengthen monitoring and early 
warning, ensure scientific rescue opera-
tions and guard against secondary disas-
ters. China’s Tibet Autonomous Region 
shares a border with Nepal, and a land-
slide struck near the border crossing 
between the two countries.

CHINA FLOODS RESCUE
Xi orders all-out rescue, relief efforts after flash 

floods sweep through areas near China-Nepal border

The two were not 
on good terms.

Tito Magoti 
Rights Attorney and 
Independent Analyst 

FASTFACTS

z Inbound traffic 
would pass through 
Iranian waters, while 
outbound traffic would 
navigate through both 
Iranian and Omani 
territorial waters.

zThe Trump 
administration opposes 
parts of the evolving 
deal, with US President 
Donald Trump 
threatening to bomb 
Oman if it interferes.

FASTFACTS

z Clinton suggested 
that President Donald 
Trump should utilize 
diplomacy rather than 
bluster, noting that 
China has significant 
leverage to pressure 
Tehran into reopening 
the Strait of Hormuz.

Spain Tomatina 

ICC will never be defeated. Justice 
will and should prevail.

Tomoko Akane           
ICC President    
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