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NEW DELHI: The exis-
tence of footpaths is an 
integral part of human 
life, the Supreme Court 
said on Monday while 
directing all states and 
Union Territories to 
respond on the imple-
mentation of its direc-
tions for properly 
demarcated, encroach-
ment-free space for 
pedestrians.

A bench of Justices 
PS Narasimha and Alok 

Aradhe impleaded all 
the states and Union 
Territories as parties 
in the suo motu case 
on ensuring properly 

demarcated footpaths, 
wherever there is a road. 
“The first step is proper 
demarcation of space 
for pedestrians. There 

should be confidence of 
safety in walking. Wher-
ever there is a road, 
people should walk in 
the demarcated space,” 
the bench told Addi-
tional Solicitor General 
KM Nataraj, appearing 
for the Centre. The ASG 
brought to the notice 

of the bench that since 
roads are a state subject, 
the Ministry of Road, 
Transport and High-
ways (MoRTH) and the 
Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs (MoHUA) 
have issued advisories to 
all the states and Union 
Territories, besides 
the National Highways 
Authority of India for 
creation of proper 
demarcated space for 
pedestrians, in compli-
ance of the directions of 
the court.

Walking should 
always feel safe
Justice PS Narasimha 

Supreme Court 

‘Footpaths integral  
to human life’

Apex Court seeks states’ compliance on pedestrian space directions.

Bank unions threaten 
strike on Sept 11
NEW DELHI: The United 
Forum of Bank Unions 
(UFBU) has decided to go 
on a nationwide strike on 
September 11 over the delay 
in implementing five-day 
banking, differences over 
the performance-linked 
incentive scheme, and 
several pending demands, 
including pension-related 
issues. If the strike materi-
alises, banking services, 
especially in public sector 
banks, would be impacted 
for four days in many parts 
of the country. September 
11 is a Friday, and the sub-
sequent two days are bank 
holidays. September 14 is 
a holiday in some states 
for Ganesh Chaturthi. 
UFBU, an umbrella body 
of nine bank employees’ 
and officers’ unions, has 
also threatened a three-day 
subsequent nationwide 

strike beginning Septem-
ber 28, coinciding with the 
half-yearly closure. They 
have also decided to go on 
an indefinite strike from 
October 26 onwards if their 
demands fall on deaf ears of 
the government and bank 
management. The decision 
was taken at a meeting held 
on Sunday, following what 
the unions described as 
the government’s ‘negative 
attitude’ towards their key 
demands, the UFBU said in 
a statement.

On five-day banking, 
it said the Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA) had 
agreed to the proposal as 
part of the 12th Bipartite 
Settlement/9th Joint Note 
signed on March 8, 2024, 
under which working 
hours would be increased 
by 40 minutes from Mon-
day to Friday.
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The grand finale of the 
event took place on 
August 23.

JAIPUR: Kerala’s Kejiah Liz 
Mejo has been crowned as 
Miss Universe India 2026 
in a glittering ceremony 
here. She will now rep-
resent India at the 75th 
Miss Universe competition 
in Puerto Rico this Novem-
ber.

The grand finale of the 
event took place on August 
23 and brought together 

talent from across India.
Mejo, a 19-year-old law 

student and model, won 
the prestigious title of 

Miss Universe India 2026. 
Vaishnavi Ganesh from 
Tamil Nadu was named 
the first runner-up, while 
Anushri Satavlekar from 
Gujarat secured the sec-
ond runner-up position.

The event featured the 
contestants selected from 
across the country, who 
showcased their talent, 
personality, confidence, 
communication skills and 
understanding of Indian 
culture through various 
rounds of the competition.

Mejo said the title is a 
“great responsibility”.

Kerala’s Mejo crowned 
Miss Universe India 2026 North Indian cities reel under heavy rain
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Flight diversions 
in Delhi-NCR, traf-
fic jams in Jaipur

NEW DELHI: Heavy show-
ers in many parts of 
north India on Monday 
triggered flight diversion, 
waterlogging and massive 
traffic disruption, espe-
cially in the the Delhi-NCR 
region, which received 
the bulk of the rainfall.

Parts of Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh and 
Himachal Pradesh 
received rains during the 

day as well.
Traffic snarls were the 

worst in Gurugram where 
parents carrying children 
on their shoulders were 
seen wading through 
flooded roads to get to 

school buses and vehicles 
were seen stuck on water-
logged roads.

The downpour caused 
waterlogging in Narsingh-
pur, Hero Honda Chowk, 
Rajiv Chowk, IFFCO 

Chowk and several areas 
of old Gurugram. Vehi-
cles were stuck in water 
around Rajiv Chowk, 
while school buses and 
ambulances were also 
caught in waterlogging on 
Sohna Road.

The district adminis-
tration said Gurugram 
received 70 mm of rain-
fall by 1:30 pm. Key areas 
including Rajiv Chowk, 
IFFCO Chowk, Railway 
Road, Sector 5, Old Delhi 
Road, Mehrauli Road and 
Basai Road were heav-
ily affected. Naharpur 
underpass was also water-
logged.

|  L E G A L  H U R D L E S  |
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Court questions envi-
ronmental, water and 
power approvals

VISAKHAPATNAM: The 
Andhra Pradesh High 
Court has declined 
to halt construction 
of Google’s proposed 
$15-billion data centre 
in Visakhapatnam, while 
hearing a PIL challeng-
ing approvals granted to 
the project. The court is 

expected to resume the 
hearing next week.	
The court sought 
answers from the And-
hra Pradesh govern-
ment on environmental 
clearance, water con-
sumption and electricity 
usage. It observed that 
environmental concerns 
cannot be ignored. The 
PIL alleges violations in 
granting environmental 
approvals and questions 
the project’s massive 
resource requirements.	

The 1-gigawatt facility is 
expected to strengthen 
Andhra Pradesh’s tech-
nology ecosystem and 
could generate nearly 
2 lakh jobs. IT Minister 
Nara Lokesh said the 

project would support 
sectors including AI, 
cybersecurity, cloud 
operations, renewable 
energy, battery stor-
age and server man-
ufacturing. Activists 
have opposed the proj-
ect, raising concerns 
over its potentially 
huge water and power 
requirements. The PIL 
also cited incentives 
of around Rs 22,000 
crore extended for the  
project. 

Google’s Vizag data centre 
faces court scrutiny

|  PUBLIC-PRIVATE-PARTNERSHIP MODEL | 

Government to award airports to pvt players
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment plans to award eleven 
airports, including those at 
Varanasi and Tirupati, to 
private players in five bun-
dles under the public-pri-
vate-partnership model.

The civil aviation min-
istry has proposed the 
engagement of private 
partners for 11 airports, 
grouped into five bundles, 
with each bundle to be 
awarded to a single con-
cessionaire, according to 
an official document. Five 

major airports are to be 
bundled with six smaller 
airports.

The Public Private Part-
nership Appraisal Commit-
tee (PPPAC), at its meeting 
held on August 4, gave 
in-principle nod for the 

civil aviation ministry’s 
proposal. Under the pro-
posal, Amritsar and Kan-
gra-Gaggal airports will be 
one bundle while Varanasi, 
Gaya and Kushinagar will 
be another. Airports at 
Bhubaneswar and Hubballi 
will be in one group, and 

Raipur and Aurangabad 
airports will be in another 
bundle. Also, Tiruchirap-
palli and Tirupati airports 
will be in a separate bun-
dle, according to the min-
utes of the PPPAC August 4 
meeting.

The PPPAC, chaired by 
Economic Affairs Secretary 
Anuradha Thakur, apprises 
Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) projects in the cen-
tral sector.

These airports are to be 
leased out under the PPP 
model for a concession 
period of 50 years.

NUMBER

11
z AAI selected 11 
airports through data-
driven approach.

Rat bites passenger’s 
nose on running train

Press Trust Of India

The incident 
occurred on August 
22, prompting the 
passenger to com-
plain on X

INDORE: Passengers 
book tickets in air-con-
ditioned coaches 
expecting premium 
service and a comfort-
able journey, but for 
a traveller aboard the 
Una Himachal-Indore 

Express, the ride turned 
into a nightmare when a 
rat allegedly bit him on 
the nose.

The passenger took 
to X to complain about 
the incident, which 
occurred on August 22 
while he was travel-
ling in an AC coach of 
the express train, said 
Mukesh Kumar, the 
public relations officer 
of the Western Rail-
way’s Ratlam division.

A rat bit the passen-
ger when the train was 

passing through an area 
under the Agra railway 
division, and he was 
later provided first aid, 
he told reporters.

He clarified that the 
train had undergone 
prescribed anti-ro-
dent measures before 
departing from Indore 
for Una.

“It is possible that 
a rat entered the train 
when the door of a 
coach was left open 
somewhere en route,” 
Kumar said.

NEWSLINE

BEIJING

Doval in China
National Security Advi-

sor Ajit Doval arrived here 
on Monday for a two-day 
visit to take part in the Spe-
cial Representatives talks 
on the India-China bound-
ary question with his 
Chinese counterpart and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. 
The talks – scheduled to 
be held here on Tuesday 
– assume significance as 
they come amid uncer-
tainties over Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping’s much
-anticipated visit to India 
for the BRICS summit on 
September 12-13. They also 
come at a time when dif-
ferences over the border 
and Arunachal Pradesh 
continue to figure promi-
nently in India-China bilat-
eral ties. The ties between 
New Delhi and Beijing 
came under severe strain 
after the 2020 Galwan 
Valley clash and the pro-
longed military stand-off 
in eastern Ladakh. 

NEW DELHI

CJP march
 The Cockroach Janta 

Party (CJP) on Mon-
day called for a protest 
march in Delhi on Sep-
tember 5, accusing the 
Centre of failing to hon-
our the promises made 
on July 25 to convince 
the outfit to withdraw its 
36-day agitation against 
examination irregular-
ities. The march, to be 
held on Teachers’ Day, 
will begin at India Gate 
and proceed towards the 
Delhi Police Headquar-
ters, the CJP announced 
in a statement. It said 
the march would be led 
by families of students 
who died by suicide fol-
lowing the cancellation 
of NEET exam and the 
subsequent re-test, and 
those who were alleg-
edly subjected to police 
excesses during the July 
agitation. The decision 
was taken at a meet-
ing of the CJP National 
Working Committee on 
Monday, a month after 
the outfit called off its 
agitation following nego-
tiations with the Centre.

LUCKNOW

‘EVMs Offline’
Chief Election Commis-

sioner Gyanesh Kumar on 
Monday said Indian EVMs 
are manufactured by pub-
lic sector companies and 
do not have internet, Blu-
etooth, or Wi-Fi connectiv-
ity. During his two-day visit 
to Lucknow, Kumar inter-
acted with students at the 
historic Colvin Taluqdars’ 
College and discussed 
India’s democratic system, 
the electoral process, the 
reliability of EVMs, and the 
importance of young vot-
ers, according to an official 
statement. In response to 
questions about EVMs, the 
CEC emphasised that the 
machines used in India 
are produced by public 
sector companies and 
are not connected to the 
internet or any wireless  
technologies.
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School buses wade through a waterlogged road following heavy 
rainfall,in Gurugram.

Artists from Odisha participate in a religious procession on the occasion of the last Monday of the holy 
‘Shravan’ month at the Bhuteshwar Mahadev Temple, in Jagdalpur.

Shravan in Bastar



RAIPUR: Anopchand Tilokchand Jew-
ellers Pvt. Ltd., AT Palace, Kotwali 
Chowk, has introduced a special col-
lection of gold and silver Rakhis ahead 
of Raksha Bandhan. The collection 
combines traditional designs with 
contemporary finishing, offering cus-
tomers a range of options to celebrate 
the bond between siblings. Gold Rak-
his in the collection are priced from 
Rs 5,000 to Rs 12,000, while silver 
Rakhis are available from Rs 350 to Rs 
1,350. The designs have been specially 
crafted to reflect the festive spirit and 
provide customers with meaningful 
gifting choices. Tilokchand Baradiya, 
Chairman of Anopchand Tilokchand 
Jewellers, said Raksha Bandhan rep-

resents the enduring bond of love, 
trust and affection between brothers 
and sisters. 

He said the special collection had 
been curated keeping these emotions 
in mind, allowing customers to choose 
Rakhis according to their preferences 
and budgets. Baradiya added that 
consumers are increasingly looking 
for gifts that carry emotional value 
and remain memorable beyond the  
festival. 

RAIPUR: In a meaningful initiative 
aimed at taking learning beyond the 
confines of the classroom, 38 stu-
dents of St. Xavier’s High School, Rai-
pur, accompanied by two teachers, 
visited Kanhaiya Paper Products on 
August 24. The educational visit was 
organised by the Rotary Club of Rai-
pur to provide students with practical 
exposure to industrial operations, 
manufacturing processes and envi-
ronmental responsibility.

The students visited both the man-
ual and automatic notebook manu-
facturing units at the factory, where 
they received first-hand insights into 
the various stages of notebook pro-
duction. Rtn. Vijay Chugani, Plant 
Owner, personally guided the stu-
dents through the manufacturing 

process, explaining the preparation 
and processing of paper and its trans-
formation into finished notebooks 
through manual as well as automated 
methods.

The students displayed keen inter-
est throughout the visit and actively 
participated in an interactive ques-
tion-and-answer session. The inter-
action helped them connect con-
cepts learned in the classroom with 
their practical applications in the  
real world.

Central Chronicle News

Proactive policing 
averts thefts amid 
festive crowds

RAIPUR: Raipur Police 
arrested two women 
accused of targeting 
women and children for 
theft in crowded markets 
and solved seven theft 
cases ahead of the Raksha 
Bandhan shopping rush. 
Gold and silver jewellery, 
cash, mobile phones and 
a scooter, collectively 
worth around Rs 12 lakh, 
were seized during the 
joint operation by ACCU 
and Kotwali Police. Police 
had intensified foot patrols 
and surveillance in busy 
markets in view of the 
expected festive crowds. 

During a patrol on Malviya 
Road last Sunday, police 
received information 
about the theft of a gold 
locket from a small child’s 
neck. A joint team imme-
diately examined CCTV 
footage from the spot and 
nearby areas. The footage 
reportedly showed two 
suspicious women moving 
around women and chil-
dren and attempting to 
steal jewellery. Based on 
their descriptions, police 

cordoned off the area 
and apprehended both 
suspects. The accused 
were identified as Nan-
dani Rajput, 32, and Sania 
Markam, 20, both resi-
dents of the Gudhiyari 
area. During interrogation, 
police said the women 
initially attempted to mis-
lead investigators but 
later allegedly confessed 
to committing thefts by 
targeting women and chil-
dren in crowded places. 
According to police, the 
accused were involved in 
seven theft incidents at 
locations including Gol-
bazar, Mahadev Ghat and 
Itwari Bazar.
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RAIPUR: Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai on 
Monday honored 200 
meritorious children of 
registered construction 
workers under the Atal 
Utkrisht Shiksha Yojana 
at a ceremony organized 
in the state capital. Dur-
ing the programme, 
more than Rs 39.67 
crore was transferred 
directly to the accounts 
of labourers under var-
ious welfare schemes. 
Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief Minister Sai 
congratulated the 300 
children selected under 
the scheme, including 
beneficiaries from the 
previous year. He said 
the government was 
committed to ensur-

ing quality education 
and better opportuni-
ties for the children of  
labourers.

The Chief Minister 
recalled that 100 chil-
dren were selected 
under the scheme last 
year. Following the suc-
cess of the initiative, the 
number of beneficiaries 
has been increased to 
200 this year. Nineteen 
schools have been iden-

tified across Chhattis-
garh to provide quality 
education to eligible 
children. Sai said the 
development of Chhat-
tisgarh was closely 
linked to the progress 
of its labour force. 
“Unless our labourers 
progress, their children 
cannot progress. With-
out quality education 
for their children, the 
state cannot move for-

ward,” he said. Interact-
ing with children on the 
stage, the Chief Minister 
asked them about their 
future ambitions. Sev-
eral children expressed 
their desire to become 
District Collectors. Sai 
encouraged them to 
work hard, clear the 
UPSC examination and 
fulfil their dreams. He 
also highlighted various 
labour welfare mea-

sures and said infra-
structure development 
across the country was 
made possible through 
the contribution of 
workers. Referring to 
his tenure at the Centre, 
Sai mentioned efforts to 
universalize PF account 
numbers and raise the 
minimum pension to Rs 
1,000. Labour Minister 
Lakhan Lal Dewangan, 
Higher Education Min-
ister Tankram Verma, 
Rajya Sabha MP Lakshmi 
Verma, MLAs Purandar 
Mishra and Rampratap, 
along with other digni-
taries, were present at 
the ceremony.

CM Sai honors 200 meritorious 
children of laborers

Education opportunity empowers children of hardworking laborers.

Raipur
Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

Chhattisgarh’s rising 
crime reflects the 

government’s weak  
law-and-order.

Sushil Anand Shukla

PCC Communication Head 
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RAIPUR:  The Chhattis-
garh Juvenile Diabetes Par-
ents Association (CGJDPA) 
recently marked a decade 
of service by organizing an 
education and awareness 
camp at the Niranjan Dha-
ramshala on VIP Road in 
Raipur. 

The event ran from 
morning until evening, 
providing a supportive 
and informative environ-
ment for children battling 
Type-1 Diabetes along with 
their families. The Minister 

of Public Health and Fam-
ily Welfare and Medical 
Education, Shyam Bihari 
Jaiswal, attended the gath-
ering as the chief guest. In 
a heartwarming gesture 
that won the appreciation 
of all attendees, the min-
ister sat down and shared 
a meal alongside the chil-
dren managing the condi-
tion. During his address, 
he emphasized the gov-
ernment commitment to 
establishing a transparent 
healthcare network and 
reaching every section of 
society. 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Congress 
party staged a protest 
outside the Food Depart-
ment office on Monday 
against the rising prices 
of essential commod-
ities, including sugar. 
Led by City District Con-
gress Committee Presi-
dent Shrikumar Menon, 
party workers raised 
slogans and demanded 
immediate measures 
to control prices and 
ensure the availabil-
ity of essential items. 
Menon alleged that the 
continuous increase in 
food prices has severely 

affected household bud-
gets and placed an addi-
tional financial burden 
on common citizens. He 
said people are being 
forced to purchase daily 
necessities at inflated 
prices. 

The Congress also 
accused the BJP gov-
ernment and the Food 
Department of failing 
to control alleged black 
marketing. 

CGJDPA marks 10 years 
of Diabetes Support 

Congress protests 
rising food prices

Four arrested, 4 juveniles detained 
in Bhola Goswami Murder case
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: DD Nagar Police 
and the Cyber Cell jointly 
arrested four accused 
and detained four juve-
niles in conflict with 
the law within 12 hours 
in connection with the 
murder of 23-year-old 
Bhola Goswami, who 
was allegedly attacked 
over an old enmity in 
Shriram Nagar, Chango-
rabhatha. According 
to police, the incident 
occurred around 12:20 
am on August 23 when 
Bhola Goswami became 
involved in a dispute 
with the accused. Dur-
ing the altercation, 

Ashish Yadav, Pitambar 
Nishad, Ravi Dhruv alias 
Ghanshyam Dhruv and 
Sagar Yadav, along with 
four juveniles, alleg-
edly attacked him with 
knives, causing severe 
injuries. Bhola was 
rushed to hospital but 
died during treatment at 
Mekahara Hospital. Fol-
lowing the incident, DD 
Nagar Police registered 
a case under relevant 
sections of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
based on a complaint by 
Lokesh Vishwakarma. 
Considering the serious-
ness of the crime, police 
immediately launched 
an investigation and 

used technical evidence 
to trace the suspects. 
The accused were iden-
tified as Ashish Yadav 
alias Dev Kumar Yadav, 
19, Pitambar Nishad, 21, 
Ravi Dhruv alias Ghan-
shyam Dhruv, 18, and 
Sagar Yadav, 19. Four 
juveniles were also 
taken into custody. The 
action was carried out 
under the direction of 
DCP West Raipur Robin-
son Guria and guidance 
of Additional DCP Rahul 
Dev Sharma and ACP 
Purani Basti Devansh 
Singh Rathore. Further 
investigation and legal 
proceedings are under-
way.

Two women arrested, 
seven theft cases solved

|  B E F O R E  R A K S H A  B A N D H A N  |

RAIPUR: GK Electric, an electric three-
wheeler manufacturer, has announced 
the formation of its Advisory Board and 
welcomed automotive industry veter-
ans Vijay Chandorikar and Abhijit Joshi 
as its founding members. Chaired by 
GK Electric Chairman Amar Parwani, 
the new board will provide indepen-
dent strategic guidance as the com-
pany focuses on scaling operations, 
strengthening processes and expand-
ing into regional and national markets. 
Chandorikar brings more than four 
decades of automotive experience. He 
has served as President and CEO of Fiat 
Sundaram Auto Finance and Sales & 
Marketing Director at Fiat India. He has 
also advised automotive companies and 
leadership teams across India, the Mid-
dle East and Southeast Asia on business 
management, commercial operations 
and profitability.

Joshi brings over 30 years of experi-
ence, with senior roles at Tata Motors, 
Ford India and Fiat India. A mechanical 
engineer from M.S. University, Vado-
dara, he co-founded an automotive 

consulting firm that was later acquired 
by a global consultancy. He currently 
leads LearnTech Consulting, focusing 
on capability building, process design 
and sales management. GK Electric 
Chairman Amar Parwani said the com-
pany’s six-decade family experience 
in the automobile business had now 
prompted it to seek guidance from pro-
fessionals who had helped build larger 
organizations. Managing Director and 
CEO Punit Parwani said the advisory 
board would help establish systems and 
processes capable of supporting the 
company’s next phase of growth. Chan-
dorikar and Joshi expressed confidence 
in GK Electric’s potential to expand 
its Chhattisgarh-based electric vehicle 
brand across India.

RAIPUR: DD Nagar Police, in a joint 
operation with the ACCU, arrested 
three accused in connection with a 
robbery involving assault and death 
threats, allegedly committed over an old 
enmity. One additional accused remains 
absconding, and police are conducting 
a search to apprehend him. Two motor-
cycles and one scooter used in the inci-
dent have also been seized. According 
to police, complainant Balram Sahu, 38, 
lodged a complaint at DD Nagar Police 
Station on August 23. He stated that 
around 4 am on August 19, he had trav-
elled by motorcycle to Hatkeshwarnath 
Temple at Mahadev Ghat. After parking 

his vehicle near the temple gate, the 
accused allegedly abused and assaulted 
him with fists and threatened to kill him. 
During the attack, he suffered injuries to 
his nose and right leg, following which 
the accused allegedly fled with his two-
wheeler. Police registered a case under 
Sections 309(6) and 3(5) of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita and launched an investi-
gation. Based on technical evidence and 
other information, police identified and 
arrested Raj Mishra, 22, Yash Mishra 
alias Rohan Mishra, 22, and Abhishek 
Patel alias Sonu, 20. Police seized two 
motorcycles and a scooter linked to the 
incident. 

GK Electric forms Advisory Board  
for National Expansion

Xavier’s students gain practical insights and  
embrace environmental responsibility

Three arrested in Robbery case, one  
accused still absconding

Anopchand Tilokchand Jewellers unveils  
Gold, Silver Rakhi collection

HIGHLIGHT

z Rs 39 crore 
transferred to workers.

FACTFILE

z Rs 12 lakh stolen 
property seized.

ADVISORY BOARD FORMED

RAKHI COLLECTION

FROM CLASSROOM TO FACTORY FLOOR

ROBBERY CASE
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 Premature new-
born overcomes 
critical complica-
tions after surger-
ies

RAIPUR: A premature 
baby boy weighing just 
1.3 kilograms at birth 
has successfully over-
come a rare intestinal 
birth defect after under-
going two life-saving sur-

geries and spending 119 
days in the NICU at ITSA  
Hospitals.

Born nearly two 
months premature, 
the newborn devel-
oped green vomiting 
and abdominal swelling 
within hours of birth. 
Investigations diagnosed 
jejunal atresia, a rare 
condition in which part 
of the small intestine 
fails to develop prop-
erly, preventing food 
from passing through 

the digestive tract. Doc-
tors performed the first 
surgery immediately, 
removing the damaged 
portion of the intestine 
and creating a tempo-

rary opening. However, 
the baby’s extremely 
low weight and prema-
turity made recovery 
challenging. 

He subsequently 
experienced significant 
intestinal fluid loss, dif-
ficulty gaining weight, 
breathing problems 
and a serious E. coli 

bloodstream infection. 
He also required blood 
transfusions for anemia 
and prolonged intensive 
monitoring. 

As the baby struggled 
to gain adequate weight, 
the multidisciplin-
ary medical team, led 
surgically by Dr. Nitin 
Sharma, Senior Pedi-
atric Surgeon, decided 
to undertake the sec-
ond-stage surgery ear-
lier than normally rec-
ommended. 

1.3-kg newborn survives rare birth defect after two surgeries
HIGHLIGHT

z Tiny newborn wins 
battle after 119 days.

|  LIFE-SAVING SURGERIES | 
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RAIPUR: Raipur wit-
nessed a significant stride 
toward modernizing 
medical administration 
on Monday as health-
care leaders gathered at 
the Directorate of Health 
Services conference hall 
in Nava Raipur for a piv-
otal State-Level Health 
Technology Assessment 
(HTA)Sensitization Meet-
ing.  Designed to revo-
lutionize the delivery of 
care across Chhattisgarh, 

the conclave focused on 
leveraging rigorous scien-
tific evaluations to opti-
mize resource utilization, 
evaluate cost-effective-
ness, and streamline the 
integration of advanced 
medical devices, phar-
maceuticals, and clinical 
procedures. Jointly orga-
nized by the National 
Health Mission of Chhat-
tisgarh and the regional 
hub of ICMR-NIHR based 
in Bhubaneswar, the 
high-level forum brought 
together elite minds to 

introduce state health 
officials to advanced deci-
sion-making frameworks. 

Discussions centered 
on analyzing clinical 
efficacy and economic 

impacts before rolling 
out new interventions, 
ensuring public funds are 
channeled into the most 
impactful treatments. Dis-
tinguished delegates elab-
orated on how institution-
alizing Health Technology 
Assessment empowers 
policymakers to formulate 
evidence-based health 
strategies.  The delibera-
tions drew participation 
from prominent figures, 
including Dr. Kavita Rajas-
ekar, Scientist-F at HTA 
In within the Depart-

ment of Health Research 
in New Delhi, alongside 
Dr. Debadatta Bhattacha-
rya, Hub Coordinator 
and Scientist-E, and Dr. 
Sulagna Nayak, Senior 
Health Economist from 
ICMR-NIHR Bhubaneswar. 
Senior officers from the 
state health directorate 
and allied medical bodies 
also contributed actively, 
cementing Chhattisgarh 
commitment to a trans-
parent, scientifically 
driven healthcare future.

Healthcare experts 
brainstorm on HTA

Scope of scientific evaluation in health services to expand 

Showcasing national medical evaluation models 

Technical sessions illuminated successful national par-
adigms, such as evaluating AI-driven chest X-rays, diag-
nostic assays for the National Tuberculosis Program, and 
innovative pharmaceutical regimens like BPaLM and BPaL 
for drug-resistant tuberculosis, all of which gained trac-
tion through systematic scientific vetting.

LIONS CLUB CAPITAL

Lions Club 
Capital adds 3 
branches

RAIPUR: The Lions Club 
Capital of Raipur recently 
celebrated the grand 
charter day of three new 
branches under the lead-
ership of its president, 
Kulwinder Kaur Bhatia. 
The newly chartered units 
include the Lions Club 
Raipur Kesari, the Leo 
Club Raipur Udaan, and 
the Cub Club Rising Star. 
The celebration featured 
Governor Ripu Daman 
Singh Pushri as the chief 
guest, while past dis-
trict governor Shailesh 
Agrawal administered the 
oath to members.

NEWSLINE

Students honor soldiers 
with Rakhi and postcards
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RAIPUR: RAIPUR: On Rak-
sha Bandhan, an inspiring 
event at the Government 
Higher Secondary School 
in Rakhi, Nava Raipur Atal 
Nagar, brought students 
and 72 Indian Army per-
sonnel together to cele-
brate bonds of protection 
and gratitude.
Female students tied rak-
his to the wrists of army 
officers, junior commis-
sioned officers, and other 
ranks, strengthening an 
emotional connection 
with those safeguarding 
the nation’s borders. 
In a special initiative, stu-
dents handwrote heartfelt 
messages on Nava Raipur 
postcards, praising the 
soldiers’ courage and sac-
rificing spirit while pray-
ing for their safety.
During interactive ses-

sions, military personnel 
shared personal experi-
ences reflecting army dis-
cipline and operational 
ethos. They motivated 
students to adopt disci-
pline, become responsi-
ble citizens, and prioritize 
national interests.
Guided by Colonel 
Abhishek Uniyal, Admin-
istrative Commandant 
of Station Headquar-
ters Raipur, with pivotal 
coordination by Subedar 
Raj Kishore, the event 
was graced by Colonel 
Arindam Majumdar, the 
school principal, and fac-
ulty members.
This celebration extended 
beyond traditional cus-
toms, serving as a pow-
erful demonstration of 
society’s collective faith 
and deep patriotism for 
the nation’s frontline bra-
vehearts.

Workshop on BWG compliance 
for solid waste mgmt rules, 2026
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In compliance 
with the order passed by 
the Supreme Court on 
August 18, 2026, in Civil 
Appeal No. 6174/2023, and 
with the objective of effec-
tively implementing the 
Solid Waste Management 
Rules, 2026, the Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 
(RMC) organized a Bulk 
Waste Generator (BWG) 
compliance workshop 
today. Representatives 
from various residential 
societies, hotels, hospitals, 
and institutions were pro-
vided detailed information 
regarding the provisions of 
the rules, the registration 
process, and compliance 
requirements.

As per the directives 
of the Supreme Court, 
it is mandatory for all 
Bulk Waste Generators 
to ensure source-level 
segregation, safe storage, 

scientific processing, and 
handover of solid waste 
generated within their 
premises to designated 
agencies. 

The District Collec-
tor has been entrusted 
with the responsibility 
of monitoring the com-
pliance and implemen-
tation of these rules.  
Under necessary cir-
cumstances, strict legal 
action—including attach-
ment/seizure and dis-
connection of electricity 
and water supplies—can 
be taken against BWGs 
violating the rules. In 
case of non-compliance, 
the electricity and water 

supply services of the 
respective premises may 
be temporarily discon-
nected, which will be 
restored only after sub-
mitting a compliance cer-
tificate.

Representatives from 
various institutions and 
residential complexes—
including Noorjahan 
Hotel, Zwelo Residential 
Co-operative Society, 
Aishwarya Empire, Aryan 
Biryani, Maharashtra 
Mandal Raipur, Agarwal 
Hospital, Maruti Resi-
dency, Raheja Residency 
(Avanti Vihar), and La 
Vista Society (Amlidih)—
attended the workshop.
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RAIPUR: Raipur Police 
has arrested six individ-
uals, including a pro-
fessor, within 36 hours 
of the B.Sc. Agriculture 
second-year entomol-
ogy question paper leak 
at Indira Gandhi Krishi 
Vishwavidyalaya. The 
mastermind behind the 
leak is Professor Yogesh 
Sonkesaria, posted at 
Bharati Agriculture Col-
lege in Durg. On August 
17, the professor took the 
sealed envelope contain-
ing the August 20 exam 
paper to his home, made 
a discrete hole in it using 
a needle, and recorded 
a video of the questions. 
He then sold the leaked 
content to a student, Ajay 

Nayak, for 11,000 rupees, 
after which it quickly 
spread across social 
media groups. Authori-
ties were alerted on the 
morning of August 20 
when Kawardha Agricul-
ture College and senior 
officials received an email 
regarding the viral paper. 
Following a formal com-
plaint by the examination 
in-charge, the Telibandha 
police registered a case.

Cyber analysis of 
WhatsApp timelines led 
to the detention of sus-
pect Anuj Minj, whose 
interrogation exposed 
the entire network. Police 
seized Rs 11,000 in cash, 
six mobile phones, digi-
tal recording equipment, 
and tools used to tamper 
with the envelope.

IGKV paper leak case: Six 
including professor, arrested 

Meeting on 
UCC draft
RAIPUR: A meeting is 
scheduled for August 27, 
2026, at the Convention 
Hall of the New Circuit 
House in Civil Lines, Rai-
pur, under the guidance of 
the committee constituted 
by the state government to 
explore the implementa-
tion of a uniform civil code 
in Chhattisgarh.  To ensure 
comprehensive public 
consultation on this sen-
sitive legislative matter, 
roughly two hundred 
stakeholders have been 
invited, including repre-
sentatives from statutory 
commissions, munici-
pal corporations, public 
boards, social organiza-
tions, community leaders, 
development authorities, 
intellectuals, public rep-
resentatives, and legal 
experts.  The collective 
insights and recommenda-
tions gathered from these 
delegates are expected to 
shape the foundational 
framework of the pro-
posed legislation.



Proposal sent to 
resume  Durg-
Haridwar spl train
Central Chronicle News

Railway authori-
ties are considering 
resuming the discon-
tinued Durg-Haridwar 
train following strong 
passenger demand.

 
BILASPUR: Passengers and 
pilgrims travelling from 
Chhattisgarh to Haridwar 
may soon receive relief, as 
a proposal has been sent 
to the South East Central 
Railway headquarters 
seeking the resumption 
and regularisation of the 
discontinued Durg-Harid-
war special train. Train 
No. 08743/08744, the 
Durg-Haridwar-Durg Spe-
cial, had witnessed strong 
passenger demand and 
was considered an impor-
tant direct rail link for 
people travelling to the 
holy city. However, the 
service was recently dis-
continued because of a 
shortage of pit-line facili-
ties and other operational 
resources at Durg railway 
station. The suspension 
caused difficulties for 
pilgrims, tourists and 
other passengers travel-
ling towards Haridwar. 
Following the discontin-
uation, several social and 
religious organisations 
demanded the immediate 
restoration of the train 
service. Gayatri Parivar 
Trust units from Mahasa-
mund, Neora, Utai and 

Abhanpur were among 
the organisations seeking 
the restart of the service. 
They also urged the rail-
way administration to 
convert the special train 
into a regular service.

Responding to the 
strong public demand, 
the Raipur Railway Divi-
sion subsequently for-
warded a proposal to 
the SECR headquarters. 
The proposal seeks the 
resumption of the dis-
continued service and its 
regular operation, con-
sidering the substantial 
passenger demand from 
Chhattisgarh. The matter 
also gained attention after 
public pressure increased 
and complaints regarding 
the train’s discontinua-
tion were reportedly reg-
istered on the Centralised 
Public Grievance Redress 
and Monitoring System 
portal.
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SSP Rajnesh Singh 
conducted a surprise 
inspection of Takhat-
pur police station 
and reviewed law and 
order, crime control 
and beat policing.

BILASPUR: SSP Rajnesh 
Singh conducted a sur-
prise inspection of 
Takhatpur police station 
on Sunday and reviewed 
the law-and-order situa-
tion, crime control mea-
sures and the beat system. 
He directed the police 
staff to take strict and 
effective action against 
cases involving illegal 
liquor, assault and land 
disputes and to main-
tain continuous surveil-
lance over the activities 
of offenders. A total of 79 
villages fall under Takhat-
pur police station, of 
which 14 have been iden-
tified as dispute-prone 

villages. According to 
the police, these villages 
receive a higher number 
of complaints related to 
illegal liquor, physical 
altercations and land dis-
putes. The SSP directed 
the station in-charge 
and police personnel 

to maintain special sur-
veillance in these areas 
and take timely action 
to prevent escalation. 
During the inspection, 
repeated complaints 
were reportedly received 
against police personnel 
Prakash Thakur, Onkar 
Singh and Ashish Vas-
trakar. It was also found 
that the three personnel 
had repeatedly man-
aged to remain posted 
at Takhatpur police sta-
tion. Questions were 
raised over their working 
methods regarding crime 
control and public rela-

tions. Following this, all 
three were attached to 
the Reserve Police Centre 
with immediate effect. 
The SSP directed police 
to initiate preventive and 
bond proceedings against 
people repeatedly found 
involved in illegal liquor 
activities. If the condi-
tions of the bond are 
violated, the prescribed 
amount should be recov-
ered as per law. 

He also directed offi-
cials to work towards 
providing alternative live-
lihood opportunities to 
women involved in illegal 
liquor activities by con-
necting them with wom-
en’s self-help groups and 
government schemes. 
During the inspection, 19 
CM Helpline complaints 
and character verification 
cases were also reviewed. 
The SSP instructed offi-
cials to ensure that all 
such matters are resolved 
within the prescribed 
time and with proper 
quality.

| POLICE ACTION |

SSP orders action against 
illegal liquor and land issues 

Bank & Insurance Official Language 
Implementation Body meeting held
Central Chronicle News

The meeting reviewed 
official language 
implementation and 
encouraged Hindi 
usage among institu-
tions.

 
BILASPUR:  The second 
half-yearly review meet-
ing of the Town Official 
Language Implementa-
tion Committee, Bilas-
pur (Bank-Insurance), 
was held on August 24 
under the chairmanship 
and guidance of Manoj 
Sharma, Regional Head, 
Union Bank of India, 
Regional Office, Bilaspur.

The Department of 
Official Language, Min-
istry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India, 
has established the 
Town Official Language 
Implementation Commit-
tee, commonly known 
as NARAKAS, Bilaspur 
(Bank-Insurance), to pro-
mote the use and imple-
mentation of the Official 
Language. Union Bank 
of India, Regional Office, 
Bilaspur, serves as the 

convenor of the commit-
tee. The committee holds 
periodic review meetings 
to assess progress in the 
implementation of the 
Official Language among 
participating banks and 
insurance institutions. 
The meeting discussed 
efforts being made by 
member organisations to 
increase the use of Hindi 
in official work and com-
munication. Addressing 
the meeting, committee 
chairman Manoj Sharma 
said NARAKAS provides 
a simple and effective 

platform for promoting 
the Official Language. 
He said the committee 
also encourages unity 
and coordinated efforts 
among participating insti-
tutions in implementing 
Hindi. Sharma urged all 
members to make full use 
of the platform and work 
collectively to address 
difficulties in official lan-
guage implementation. 
He said concerted efforts 
could help expand the 
publicity, acceptance 
and practical use of Hindi 
in official work. Partici-
pants were encouraged 
to exchange experiences 
and adopt practices for 
greater use of Hindi in 
offices. The meeting 
also emphasized contin-
ued cooperation among 
member institutions for 
achieving the objectives 
of the committee.

FASTFACTS

z Fourteen villages 
have been identified as 
“dispute-prone” due to 
complaints involving 
illegal liquor, assault 
and land disputes. 

CRIME 

Breach of trust: 
One accused 
arrested 
BILASPUR: Chakrabhatha 
police have arrested a 
habitual offender accused 
of misappropriating a 
motorcycle entrusted to 
him. 

The accused, identi-
fied as 40-year-old Danu 
Masih of Mudhipar, was 
arrested, and two motor-
cycles, including the 
complainant’s bike, were 
recovered from his pos-
session.

According to TI 
Bhavesh Shende, com-
plainant Kamdas Manik-
puri lodged a complaint 
on August 9, stating 
that he was working at 
Bablu Garage in Trans-
port Nagar, Parsada, on 
January 31 when Danu 
Masih, a resident of his 
village, asked to borrow 
his motorcycle, bear-
ing registration num-
ber CG-10-BT-0191, for 
15 minutes, citing some              
urgent work.

ARREST 

2 held for selling 
illegal  liquor
BILASPUR: Bilha police 
have arrested two men 
for allegedly transport-
ing and selling liquor 
illegally on a motorcycle 
under Operation Prahar. 
Police said they received 
information on August 23 
that two persons had pur-
chased a large quantity of 
liquor from the Dagauri 
liquor shop and were 
travelling towards Bilha 
on a motorcycle.

Acting on the informa-
tion, a police team inter-
cepted the motorcycle, 
bearing registration num-
ber CG-22-AD-5263, near 
the Udgan railway cross-
ing. During questioning, 
the rider identified him-
self as 38-year-old Devku-
mar Nirmalkar, a resident 
of Mangla, while the pas-
senger was identified as 
32-year-old Shani Patel.

Police allegedly recov-
ered 20 bottles of coun-
try-made plain liquor 
from the motorcycle’s 
storage compartment and 
another 30 bottles from a 
white plastic bag carried 
by Patel. The total seized 
liquor comprised 50 bot-
tles. 

Bilha Police Station 
in-charge Top Singh 
Navrang said the accused 
were taken into custody 
and legal action was ini-
tiated under the relevant 
provisions of law. Police 
are further investigating 
the case.

THEFT  

Accused of stealing 
two-wheeler held 
within 24 hours

NEWSLINE
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BILASPUR:  A student 
of Government Higher 
Secondary School, 
Devrikhurd, has devel-
oped an innovative proj-
ect aimed at improving 
cleanliness in public 
places. Renuka Dhanu-
har’s “Eco-Guard” proj-
ect has been selected at 
the national level under 
the prestigious INSPIRE 
Award-MANAK pro-
gramme. The system has 
been designed to address 
the common practice of 

people spitting on public 
walls and the resulting 
unhygienic conditions. 
According to the project 
concept, the system can 
detect a spitting incident 
and immediately alert 

the person involved. A 
camera installed as part 
of the system can also 
capture an image of the 
incident, making it easier 
to identify violations. The 
objective of Eco-Guard 

is not limited to surveil-
lance. The project aims 
to encourage citizens to 

take greater responsibil-
ity for cleanliness and 
the protection of public 
property. By combining 
monitoring and aware-
ness, the system seeks to 
discourage spitting and 
promote cleaner public 
spaces. Renuka devel-
oped the project under 
the guidance of her 
teacher M. Geeta Gayatri. 
Her achievement was 
also appreciated by the 
school administration, 
including Principal Sad-
hana Pradhan and her 
project guide. 

| ECO GUARD | 

School girl made ‘Eco-Guard’ to stop spitting on walls
Man held for allegedly 
luring away minor girl
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Sakri police 
have arrested a man 
accused of allegedly luring 
away and taking a minor 
girl from the Sakri police 
station area. The girl was 
traced and recovered 
during the investigation, 
police said. According to 
Sakri Police Station in-
charge Umesh Sahu, the 
girl’s mother lodged a 
complaint on August 8. 
She stated that her minor 
daughter had left home at 
around 9 am on August 7 
to visit a grocery shop but 

did not return. The family 
searched nearby places 
and contacted relatives 
and acquaintances but 
could not trace her. The 
complainant suspected 
that an unidentified per-
son had lured her daugh-
ter away. Police registered 
a case and launched an 
investigation to trace the 
missing girl and identify 
the suspect. During the 
investigation, police traced 
the girl’s location to Hotel 
Aurabila in Deorikhurd, 
Torwa. A police team was 
formed and conducted a 
raid at the hotel. 
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BILASPUR: In a major 
enforcement action, a 
joint inspection team of 
the district administra-
tion today seized 939 LPG 
cylinders from the Balaji 
Gas Agency after finding 
a serious discrepancy 
between the online stock 
records and the actual 
stock available at its 
premises. The action was 
carried out at the agen-
cy’s office in Magarpara 
and its gas godown near 
Maharana Chowk on the 
instructions of Collector 
Sanjay Agrawal.

During the surprise 
inspection, officials 
found that the agency 
had a total of 939 cylin-
ders at the two premises, 
including 452 filled cylin-
ders and 487 empty cylin-
ders. However, the online 
records showed that 864 
filled cylinders should 
have been available in 
stock. Physical verifica-
tion revealed only 452 
filled cylinders, resulting 
in a shortage of 412 filled 
cylinders. The inspection 
was ordered after the 
district administration 
received repeated com-
plaints from consumers 
against the agency. Tak-
ing the complaints seri-
ously, Collector Agrawal 
directed the formation of 

a joint investigation team 
comprising officials from 
the Revenue Department, 
Food Department and 
Indian Oil Corporation 
Limited. The team was 
asked to verify the agen-
cy’s stock and examine 
the complaints received 
from consumers.

Officials conducted a 
detailed physical verifi-
cation of both domestic 
and commercial LPG 

cylinders and compared 
the available stock with 
the online records. While 
the online system showed 
864 filled cylinders, only 
452 were found dur-
ing the inspection. At 
the same time, records 
showed 473 empty cylin-
ders, whereas 487 empty 
cylinders were physically 
available, which was 14 
more than the recorded 
figure. Following the 
detection of these dis-
crepancies, the inspec-
tion team seized all 939 
cylinders found at the 
premises. The team also 

examined documents, 
stock registers and other 
records related to the 
functioning of the agency. 
The action is being 
treated as a serious mat-
ter because of the signifi-
cant difference between 
the officially recorded 
stock and the cylinders 
physically found during 
verification. Statements 
of consumers present at 
the premises were also 
recorded. Several com-
plaints related to delays 
in cylinder delivery were 
examined during the 
inspection.

939 gas cylinders seized 
after stock discrepancy 

A joint inspection in Bilaspur seized 939 cylinders after investigators found a major 
discrepancy between online records and physical stock.

FASTFACTS

z Investigators found 
412 filled cylinders 
missing compared with 
the agency’s online 
stock records.

zConsumer statements 
were recorded as 
officials examined 
complaints of non-
delivery and false 
online delivery entries.

2,958 
aspirants 
appeared in 
exam for LA
BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court,  con-
ducted the written exami-
nation for the post of 
Library Assistant on Sun-
day. A total of 11 schools 
and colleges across the city 
were designated as exami-
nation centres. The exami-
nation was held from 10 
am to 11 am. Of the 5,253 
candidates registered for 
the examination, 2,958 
appeared, while 2,295 
candidates remained 
absent. The examination 
was conducted peacefully 
at all centres without any 
reported untoward inci-
dent. The examination 
centres included NCIT 
College Bilaspur, Pan-
dit Devkinandan Dixit 
Girls School, Mission 
School, Swami Atmanand 
Maharani Laxmibai 
School, Burges Memo-
rial Girls School, Burges 
English Medium School, 
Chantidih School, Swami 
Atmanand Boys School 
Sarkanda, PM Shri SES 
School Nutan Chowk, 
Rajendra Nagar School and 
Swami Atmanand School 
Gandhi Chowk. Crowds 
of candidates were seen 
outside the examination 
centres from the morning. 
Many candidates reached 
their respective centres 
well before the scheduled 
reporting time. Neces-
sary checks were con-
ducted before candidates 
were allowed to enter the 
examination halls.
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“The SDRF rescue team has 
been asked to remain alert 
In the wake of  forecast for 

heavy rain in the  next couple 
of days.” 

Sanjay Agrawal  
Collector, Bilaspur

BILASPUR: Tarbahar 
police arrested a man 
within 24 hours of receiv-
ing an FIR over the 
alleged theft of an Activa 
scooter from the main 
parking area of Vyapar 
Vihar. The stolen vehicle 
was recovered from the 
accused, who was subse-
quently sent to judicial 
custody. 

According to police, 
Shri Chand Bhabhani, 
owner of Krishna Trad-
ing, had reached his shop 
on his Activa scooter on 
August 20. He parked the 
vehicle in the main park-
ing area of Vyapar Vihar 
at around 10:30 am. 

Further action to be taken after report

The team will conduct a detailed examination of all 
agency records, stock details and consumer com-
plaints and submit its report to the Collector within 
seven days. Further action against the Balaji Gas 
Agency will be taken according to rules on the basis 
of the investigation report.

FASTFACTS

z Thousands of 
pilgrims could 
benefit from direct 
connectivity through 
Raipur and Uslapur. 

FASTFACTS

z Officials discussed 
coordinated efforts 
to strengthen Hindi 
implementation and 
remove practical 
difficulties.

“ I feel proud  
that Renuka’ 

has made Eco-
Guard to stop 

spitting on 
walls.” 

Amar Agrawal 
MLA, Bilaspur 
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KOCHI: Kerala Chief Min-
ister V D Satheesan has 
received an assurance 
from his Tamil Nadu 
counterpart C Joseph 
Vijay that the Tamil Nadu 
government will con-
sider exempting Kerala 
from restrictions on the 
movement of construc-
tion materials, including 
metal, to other states. 
The Kerala Chief Minis-
ter’s Office said the assur-
ance was given during a 
meeting between the two 
leaders on Thursday on 
the sidelines of the South-
ern Zonal Council meet-
ing at Mahabalipuram.

Satheesan raised con-
cerns over the restric-
tions and requested 
Tamil Nadu to reconsider 
them, citing Kerala’s spe-
cial circumstances and 
its dependence on con-
struction materials trans-
ported from neighbour-
ing states. The Kerala 
CMO said the restrictions 
could affect the avail-
ability and movement 
of essential materials 
needed for construction 
and infrastructure activi-
ties in the state.

The Kerala chief min-
ister had earlier written 
to Vijay, seeking a special 
exemption for Kerala. 
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“I had an intensive meeting 
with the party office bearers 
to discuss  he forthcoming 

assembly polls.”
Nitin Nabeen 

BJP president    

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: As India 
observes National Space 
Day on Sunday, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
extended greetings and 
said the country’s grow-
ing presence in the global 
space sector, particularly 
the rise of private space 
companies, has made 
India a “magnet” for 
global investors.

He also praised the 
country’s youth for 
developing new technol-
ogies and contributing 
to India’s growing space 
capabilities. 

Sharing a video of his 

speeches, PM Modi said, 
“I said in Ayodhya that 
this is the beginning of 
a new cycle of change. 
In this new cycle, India 
is steadily expanding its 
space presence in the 
global order, and this is 

clearly reflected in our 
space programme.”  

“Together, we have 
resolved to make India 
a developed nation by 
2047, and the space sec-
tor plays a vital role in 
achieving this goal,” he 

said.  Highlighting the 
growth of India’s private 
space sector, the Prime 
Minister said, “India’s pri-
vate space talent is mak-
ing its own identity in 
the world. Today, India’s 
space sector has become 
a magnet for global inves-
tors.” Praising the coun-

try’s youth, Modi said, 
“Today, these Gen Z engi-
neers, designers, coders 
and scientists are build-
ing new technologies. Be 
it propulsion systems, 
composite materials, 
rocket stages or satellite 
platforms, India’s youth 
is working in areas that 
were not even imagined 
some time ago.” He also 
said that ISRO is inspiring 
the next generation of sci-
entists.

“Seeing the success 
of ISRO, many children 
think that when they 
grow up, they too will 
become scientists,” PM 
Modi said.

India’s space sector is magnet 
for global investors: PM Modi

PM Narendra Modi extended greetings on National Space Day and said, country’s 
growing presence in global space sector, has made India a ‘magnet’ for investors.

Construction material :TN 
to exemp Kerala from curbs 

|  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N  |
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Union Minister 
Suresh Gopi has 
offered to pay Rs 32 
lakh from his own 
account if technical 
hurdles delayed the 
government pay-
ment.

KOTAYAM: Four to five 
months without salaries 
had left a group of Kudum-
bashree workers under 
the Tourism Department 
in Alappuzha waiting for 
their wages, until Union 

Minister Suresh Gopi 
stepped in and offered to 
pay Rs 32 lakh from his 
own account if technical 
hurdles delayed the gov-
ernment payment.

The money was eventu-
ally sanctioned and paid by 
the government after Gopi 

intervened in the matter, 
according to a Facebook 
post by the union minis-
ter. Gopi said his decision 
to offer the money was 
driven by one concern -- 
that the workers and their 
families should not go hun-
gry during the Onam sea-
son. “With the sole inten-
tion of ensuring that their 
families did not go hungry 
during the Onam season, I 
was prepared to pay Rs 32 
lakh in advance from my 
own account and clear the 
salary arrears if the tech-
nical hurdles continued to 
delay the process,” he said.

Gopi offers Rs 32 lakh to clear unpaid 
wages of Kudumbashree workers

Woman dead: 
Husband, held 
KOLKATA: A 32-year-old 
woman was found hang-
ing at her in-laws’ house 
in West Bengal’s North 
24 Parganas district on 
Sunday, police said. The 
deceased, identified as 
Riya Pal, was found hang-
ing at her home in the 
Ashoknagar area, follow-
ing which police detained 
her husband, Manas Das 
and mother-in-law for 
questioning. When police 
were taking Riya’s husband 
and mother-in-law to the 
police station for question-
ing, local residents along 
with BJP workers gathered 
and demanded stringent 
punishment for them. 

Karnataka Cabinet recommends suspension 
of KPSC chairman Sahukar to Governor

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: The Karna-
taka Cabinet has decided 
to recommend to Gov-
ernor Thaawarchand 
Gehlot the suspension 
of Karnataka Public Ser-
vice Commission (KPSC) 
Chairman Shivashan-
karappa S Sahukar, 
sources said. The deci-
sion comes days after the 
Karnataka High Court 
quashed Sahukar’s earlier 
suspension and directed 
his reinstatement, while 
leaving open the possi-
bility of fresh proceed-

ings if the prescribed 
constitutional procedure 
is followed. The High 
Court had held that the 
Governor could not have 
independently suspended 
Sahukar under Article 
317(2) of the Constitution 
without the prior aid and 
advice of the Council of 
Ministers. Sahukar was 
suspended by the Gov-
ernor on July 13 follow-

ing allegations Large-s-
cale irregularities had 
also been alleged in the 
recruitment of veterinary 
doctors. The Cabinet’s 
recommendation was 
among the key decisions 
taken at its meeting on 
Friday, sources said. The 
Cabinet also approved the 
Karnataka Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (Amendment) 
Bill, 2026, the Greater 
Bengaluru Governance 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
and the Karnataka Gram 
Swaraj and Panchayat Raj 
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
sources said.

KOCHI

Two arrested in 
honey-trapping

Two persons were 
arrested on Sunday for 
allegedly honey-trap-
ping a businessman and 
extorting money from 
him at Kubanoor here, 
police said.

Kumbla police arrested 
Kubanoor native Hasan 
Asif (33) and his relative 
Muhammad Siraj (32), a 
native of Mogral. Accord-
ing to police, the incident 
took place on August 16 
when the 64-year-old 
complainant, was invited 
by a woman, Riswana, to 
her house in Kubanoor.

NEW DELHI

Fertiliser supply 
reviewed for seasons

Union Chemicals and 
Fertilisers Minister J P 
Nadda reviewed the pre-
paredness of the Depart-
ment of Fertilisers for the 
ongoing Kharif season and 
the upcoming Rabi sea-
son. The meeting was held 
in New Delhi and attended 
by senior officials of the 
department. The review 
focused on ensuring ade-
quate availability of ferti-
lisers for farmers during 
the agricultural seasons. 
Timely supply of fertilis-
ers is important for agri-
cultural operations, par-
ticularly during periods 
of high demand. The gov-
ernment regularly reviews 
production, imports, 
distribution and avail-
ability to prevent short-
ages in different parts 
of the country. Officials 
discussed preparedness 
and measures required 
to ensure smooth sup-
plies. The Kharif season is 
already underway, while 
preparations for the Rabi 
season have also begun. 

HIGHLIGHT

z He also praised 
the country’s youth 
for developing new 
technologies and 
contributing to 
India’s growing space 
capabilities.

FASTFACTS

z Tamil Nadu will 
examine Kerala’s 
request and discuss 
possible exemption 
from restrictions soon.

|  UNPAID WORKERS | 

|  P R A V A S I  P E N S I O N  |

|  M I L I T A N T  H E L D  | |  M E D I C I N E  |

Press Trust Of India

KOCHI: The Kerala gov-
ernment has sanctioned 
Rs 32 crore to help clear 
pension payments under 
the Pravasi Welfare Fund 
Board ahead of Onam. 
The amount has been 
made available by the 
Finance Department and is 
expected to be credited to 

the bank accounts of eligi-
ble beneficiaries before the 
festival, Chief Minister V D 
Satheesan’s office said on 
Sunday.

The government said 
the allocation is aimed at 
providing relief to expa-
triates who have been wait-
ing for pension payments. 
It described the decision 
as part of its commitment 
to the welfare of the state’s 
expatriate community. 
According to the Chief 
Minister’s Office, delays in 
pension payments and the 

accumulation of arrears 
were linked to financial 
difficulties faced by the 
Pravasi Welfare Fund 
Board. The Congress-led 
government alleged that 
funds meant for the pen-
sion scheme had been 
diverted and spent during 
the previous Left Demo-
cratic Front government’s 
tenure.

kerala releases rs 32 crore  
for pravasi pension dues

| MONSOON  | 

Monsoon shower brings much needed relief to Delhi
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Delhi wit-
nessed light rain in sev-
eral parts of the city on 
Saturday morning, bring-
ing relief from the humid 
weather. 

People at Kartavya 
Path enjoyed early morn-
ing walks amid light 
showers. According to 
the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD), light 
rain was recorded at iso-
lated places across the 

national capital, while the 
Safdarjung area reported 
mist and a temperature 

of 27°C as of 8 am.
The Ridge area also 

experienced a light thun-
derstorm accompanied 
by rain and mist, with the 
temperature recorded 
at 26°C as of 7 am, the 
IMD said. Over the past 
24 hours, Delhi received 
very light to light rain-
fall at many places, with 
moderate rain at isolated 
places accompanied by 

thunderstorms and light-
ning. Minimum temper-
atures across the capital 
remained between 23°C 
and 26°C, while maxi-
mum temperatures set-
tled between 34°C and 
35°C. 

According to IMD data 
recorded until 8:30 am, 
Pusa recorded the high-
est cumulative rainfall at 
16.5 mm. 

Children skate while carrying ‘Kanwars’ during a religious procession in the holy month of Shravan, in Ajmer. PTI.   

Kanvariyas with a look of ‘Shravan’ in Ajmer

MANGALURU: Karna-
taka Health Minister U 
T Khader said that a SIT 
probe will be conducted 
into the manufacture and 
sale of spurious medicines 
as it was a serious issue. 
Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he said the net-
work involved in the issue 
was not confined to Karna-

taka alone. The Karnataka 
government has consti-
tuted the SIT to conduct a 
comprehensive probe into 

the alleged unlicensed 
pharmaceutical repacking 
and relabelling operation 
in which spurious and 
expired drugs worth over 
Rs 4.91 crore were seized.

Information had 
emerged about medicines 
being manufactured ille-
gally in Himachal Pradesh 
and Telangana and mar-

keted under the names of 
reputed companies, the 
minister said. “There is a 
possibility that even med-
icines used in emergency 
treatment could be part 
of this network,” Khader 
said, adding that a Spe-
cial Investigation Team 
(SIT) would investigate the  
matter.

Spurious medicines serious issue, SIT to probe 
network: Karnataka Health Minister Khader

Daughter of MLA Rohit 
Pawar’s PA found dead 
PUNE: The 12-year-old 
daughter of NCP (SP) MLA 
Rohit Pawar’s personal 
assistant was found dead 
under suspicious circum-
stances at Baramati in 
Maharashtra’s Pune dis-
trict on Sunday, officials 
said. A probe into the 
case was underway from 
all angles, police said.

The deceased was the 

daughter of Pawar’s PA 
Ajit Dashavatare, they 
said. 

According to sources, 
the girl had a minor argu-
ment with her mother 
over some issue before 
leaving home in anger 
on Saturday. When she 
did not return, her family 
lodged a complaint with 
the police.

Militant held  in Manipur for ‘involvement’ 
in 2021 ambush on Assam Rifles convoy

IMPHAL: Security forces 
have arrested a militant 
belonging to a proscribed 
outfit from Manipur’s 
Thoubal district for his 
alleged involvement in 
an ambush on an Assam 
Rifles convoy in 2021, 
police said on Sunday. 
The 28-year-old accused 
is a self-styled ‘captain’ 

in the Peoples’ Libera-
tion Army, they said. He 
was arrested on Saturday 

from Lilong Ushoipokpi 
in Thoubal district based 
on a tip-off. 

VISAKHAPATNAM

Leaders join BRICS 
sports meeting 

India is hosting the 
BRICS Sports Ministers’ 
Meeting in Visakhapat-
nam on Sunday as part of 
its BRICS Chairship 2026. 
Union Youth Affairs and 
Sports Minister Mansukh 
Mandaviya is participating 
in the meeting along with 
sports ministers and heads 
of delegation from all 11 
BRICS member countries. 
The meeting is expected 
to focus on strengthening 
cooperation in sports and 
promoting greater inter-
action among member 
nations. Discussions are 
likely to cover areas such 
as training and exchanges 
between athletes and insti-
tutions. 

NEW DELHI

Heavy rain 
warning issued

The India Meteoro-
logical Department has 
issued a red warning for 
Chhattisgarh, predicting 
very heavy to extremely 
heavy rainfall in the state 
till Monday. Heavy to very 
heavy rainfall has also 
been forecast for parts 
of Gangetic West Bengal, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jhark-
hand, Odisha and Uttara-
khand during the next few 
days. The weather warn-
ing comes as several parts 
of the country continue 
to experience intense 
monsoon activity. Author-
ities in affected states are 
expected to remain alert 
and closely monitor vul-
nerable areas. Heavy rain-
fall can lead to waterlog-
ging and flooding.

NEWSLINE
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AMBIKAPUR: Surguja 
Divisional Commissioner 
Narendra Kumar Dugga 
chaired a divisional-level 
review meeting at the 
Divisional Commis-
sioner’s office to assess 
the progress of VBG-
RAM-G and Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojana-Gramin 
(PMAY-G). The meet-
ing focused on targets, 
achievements, pending 
cases, quality of work 
and future action plans.

Additional Secretary 
of the Chhattisgarh Gov-
ernment’s Panchayat 
and Rural Development 
Department and Addi-
tional Commissioner for 

VBG-RAM-G, S. Alok, 
presented district-wise 
targets and highlighted 
shortcomings. He 
reviewed the progress of 
various works and issued 
necessary directions to 
officials. Deputy Com-
missioner R.K. Khunte, 
Zila Panchayat CEOs 
Roma Srivastava (Sur-

guja), Abhishek Kumar 
( Jashpur), Ashutosh 
Chaturvedi (Balram-
pur), Ankita Som (MCB) 
and Yogendra Shrivas 
(Koriya), along with Jan-
pad Panchayat CEOs, 
attended the meeting.

Commissioner Dugga 
emphasized that Surguja 
Division is a Scheduled 
Tribe area and stressed 
the collective responsibil-
ity of officials to ensure 
that government schemes 
benefit every individ-
ual, family and village. 
He directed all Janpad 
CEOs to complete 100 
percent of assigned tasks 
within prescribed time-
lines while maintaining 
quality. Zila Panchayat 

CEOs were instructed 
to regularly review the 
performance of Janpad 
CEOs and departmental 
staff and take strict action 
against negligence.

The meeting reviewed 
man-days generated in 
July and August under 
the Viksit Bharat ini-
tiative and compared 
them with the previous 
financial year. Commis-
sioner Dugga noted that 
employment generation 
was lower than last year 
and directed officials to 
achieve 100 percent tar-
gets. He also instructed 
officials to ensure toilets 
in all schools, waiting 
sheds at Muktidhams, 
and priority works for 

water conservation and 
rainwater harvesting. 
Officials were directed to 
sanction and complete 
all eligible Gram Pan-
chayat works on time. S. 
Alok reviewed unfinished 
VBG-RAM-G houses, Yuk-
tadhara works, borewell 
recharge projects, pend-
ing MGNREGA works and 
the provision of 90 days 
of wage employment to 
PMAY-G beneficiaries.

Divisional officials review 
rural development schemes 

Divisional officers chaired a meeting at Ambikapur regarding VB G-RAM-G scheme.

Saraswati Shishu 
Mandir hosts 
cluster sports meet

|  S C H E M E  R E V I E W E D  B Y  C E O  |

Central Chronicle News

BAIKUNTHPUR: An 
important meeting of BJP 
office-bearers from Koriya 
and Manendragarh-Chirm-
iri-Bharatpur districts 
was held in Baikunthpur 
to discuss organizational 
activities, upcoming pro-
grammes and plans to 
strengthen the party at 
the booth level. The meet-
ing began with ceremo-
nial lamp lighting and flo-
ral tributes to Dr. Syama 
Prasad Mukherjee, Bharat 
Mata and Pt. Deendayal 

Upadhyaya.  State Organi-
zation General Secretary 
Pawan Sai emphasized 
that the BJP’s strength lies 
in the dedication, hard 
work and coordination of 
its workers. He stressed 
maintaining regular com-
munication with booth 

presidents, understanding 
workers’ concerns and 
strengthening personal 
bonds within the orga-
nization. He announced 
that district-level meet-
ings would be followed 
by Mandal-level meetings 
and tours.

Pawan Sai urges unity 
among party cadre

Online 
processing 
introduced
KORBA: The process for 
issuing the ‘Unclean 
Occupation’ certificate 
required for students of 
Classes 1 to 10 to avail 
the centrally sponsored 
pre-matric scholarship 
for Scheduled Caste and 
Other Backward Class stu-
dents has now been made 
available online in the dis-
trict. 

Eligible students 
can obtain the certif-
icate through Public 
Service Centers (Lok 
Seva Kendras) oper-
ating from the offices 
of the Sub-Divisional 
Officer and Tehsildar.  

Review tracks PM Dhan-
Dhanya Krishi indicators 

Central Chronicle News

KORBA: A meeting of the 
District DDKY Committee 
was held at the Collector-
ate auditorium under the 
chairmanship of Prateek 
Jain, Chief Executive Offi-
cer, District Panchayat 
Korba, to review prog-
ress under the Pradhan 
Mantri Dhan-Dhanya 
Krishi Yojana (PM-DDKY) 
and improve the dis-
trict’s ranking.Officials 
were informed about the 
decline in the district’s 
portal ranking, following 

which indicator-wise tar-
gets and achievements 
were reviewed. Jain 
directed departments to 
focus on low-performing 
indicators and ensure 
timely achievement of 
targets. Agriculture-re-
lated indicators, includ-
ing PM-Kisan, Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, 
Kisan Credit Cards, FPOs, 
NMNF, PKVY, PM-ASHA, 
Soil Health Cards, pulse 
self-sufficiency and the 
National Mission on 
Edible Oils, were exam-
ined. Departments were 

instructed to expedite 
applications, increase 
farmer coverage under 
crop insurance and 
KCCs, expand natural 
and organic farming, and 
strengthen procurement 
of pulses and oilseeds.
Progress in horticulture, 
fisheries, animal hus-
bandry, KVK, coopera-
tion, industry, panchayat 
and revenue sectors was 
also reviewed.  Officers 
were directed to acceler-
ate unsatisfactory indica-
tors through coordinated 
efforts and timely action.

|   S A W A N  M A H O T S A V  &  R A K H I  H E L D  A T  S C H O O L  |

Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: Infant 
Heaven World School cel-
ebrated Sawan Mahotsav 
and a Rakhi-making com-
petition with enthusiasm, 
bringing together stu-
dents and female guard-
ians in a vibrant celebra-
tion of Indian culture. 
Former Janpad President 
and State Child Welfare 
Commission member 
Smt. Noorita Kaushik, 
along with Dr. Varsha Kau-
shik, Anushree Pandey, 

Sandhya Paikra and Sak-
shi Tolani, attended as 
guests and judges. Stu-
dents from primary and 
middle classes displayed 
their creativity by pre-
paring colourful Rakhis. 
Samanvaya Nirmalkar, 

Pratham Dewangan and 
Varun Soni secured the 
first three positions in 
the primary category, 
while Ayesha Dewangan, 
Aarohi and Prem Singh 
Thakur won the top three 
positions in the middle 

IHW School hosts Sawan Mahotsav
| B L I N D  C H I L D R E N  O P E R A T E  S M A R T P H O N E S |

Central Chronicle News

RAIGARH: A three-day 
special training pro-
gramme was organized 
from August 20 to 22 
under the joint aegis of 
Samagra Shiksha and 
Ek Kadam Aur Founda-
tion to empower visu-
ally impaired children 
through technology. A 
total of 39 identified visu-
ally impaired children 

and their parents partic-
ipated. Master trainers 
from Ek Kadam Aur Foun-
dation and BRP special 
educators provided prac-
tical training in operating 
smartphones indepen-
dently, without relying on 
sight. Children learned 
to use assistive technol-
ogies and smartphone 
features for education, 
communication, infor-
mation and daily activi-

ties. Continuous practice 
helped increase their 
confidence and interest 
in digital resources. Spe-
cial sessions were also 
conducted for parents, 

emphasizing the impor-
tance of encouragement, 
trust and opportunities 
for children to perform 
tasks independently 
rather than receiving 
only sympathy. On the 
concluding day, partici-
pants demonstrated their 
smartphone skills before 
officials and guests, 
showcasing their newly 
acquired confidence and 
technical abilities.

Smartphone training empowers 
visually impaired children

Koriya boosts rural livelihoods 
through fish farming
KOREA:  The Korea district 
administration is taking 
initiatives to strengthen 
the rural economy and 
increase the income of 
farmers and women’s self-
help groups. Under the 
guidance of Collector Rok-
tima Yadav and District 
Panchayat CEO Yogendra 
Shrivas, 1,020 bags of 
improved fish seed were 
distributed to 174 bene-

ficiaries under the VB-
Gram-G scheme, Bihan 
and the Fisheries Depart-
ment. Of the beneficia-
ries, 68 were members of 
women’s self-help groups 

linked with the Aajivika 
Dabri Yojana, while 106 
were other farmers own-
ing ponds, Amrit Sarovars 
or farm ponds. Subsidized 
fish seed was provided 
to encourage fish farm-
ing and create additional 
income opportunities. 
The distribution was con-
ducted at Gauge Farm in 
Baikunthpur and Amhar 
Farm in Sonhat.

HIGHLIGHT

z The works under this 
scheme were reviewed 
by Surguja’s Divisional 
Commissioner, 
Narendra Kumar 
Dugga.

Efforts to boost self-reliance, expertise and innovation
BILASPUR: The Signal 
& Telecommunication 
Department of South East 
Central Railway (SECR) 
organised a Zonal Sem-
inar on August 22 at the 
General Manager’s Office 
in Bilaspur, focusing on 
strengthening self-reli-
ance, technical exper-
tise and innovation in 
installation, commission-
ing and maintenance 
activities. The seminar 
was attended by SECR 

General Manager Tarun 
Prakash, Principal Chief 
Signal & Telecommunica-
tion Engineer  Govardhan 
Prasad Khunte, heads of 
departments, senior offi-
cers and officials and staff 

of the Signal & Telecom-
munication Department. 
Addressing the gathering, 
General Manager Tarun 
Prakash highlighted the 
crucial role of the depart-
ment in ensuring safe 

and uninterrupted train 
operations. He stressed 
the importance of effec-
tive functioning, regular 
maintenance and timely 
fault rectification of sig-
nalling and safety-related 
systems. 

He encouraged offi-
cials and staff to enhance 
in-house technical 
capabilities, promote 
innovation and reduce 
dependence on external 
agencies.

Three siblings drown; 
village plunged into grief
TAKHATPUR: A tragic inci-
dent in Samdil village has 
left two families and the 
surrounding community 
in deep mourning after 
three schoolchildren were 
swept away while return-
ing home from school. 
Seven-year-old Anmol 
Jaiswal, nine-year-old 
Stuti Jaiswal and eight-
year-old Shiksha Jaiswal 
were attempting to cross 

the Ghongha River using 
a shortcut when a strong 
current carried them away.  
Following the incident, 
villagers, police person-
nel and an SDRF team 
launched an intensive 
search operation.

The body of one child 
was recovered yesterday, 
while divers continued 
searching throughout the 
night for the remaining two. 

LIQUOR SEIZED

Excise department 
cracks down on 
illegal liquor
RAIGARH: Under the 
directives of Collector 
Mayank Chaturvedi and 
guidance of In-charge 
Assistant Commissioner 
(Excise) Abhishek Tiwari, 
the Excise Department 
conducted a special cam-
paign against the manu-
facture, sale and transpor-
tation of illicit liquor in 
the district. On August 22, 
teams operating in Ghar-
ghoda and Raigarh North 
circles seized 23.5 litres 
of illicit Mahua liquor.
Acting on a complaint, 
the Raigarh North Excise 
team raided Dhanagar vil-
lage and arrested Nirakar 
Oraon, 30, after recover-
ing eight litres of Mahua 
liquor worth approxi-
mately Rs 1,600.

ATTACK

Tiger attack 
sparks fear
BILASPUR: Fear spread 
in the Takhatpur area on 
Monday after a tiger alleg-
edly attacked a father 
and his son who had 
entered a forest to col-
lect firewood. According 
to reports, the incident 
occurred in a forest area 
of Takhatpur block. The 
tiger reportedly attacked 
the two and dragged the 
young man into the for-
est. The youth has since 
been reported missing, 
prompting a search oper-
ation. Police and Forest 
Department teams have 
been deployed to trace 
him and monitor the 
area. Officials are con-
ducting searches in the 
surrounding forest and 
gathering information 
about the incident.

DROWNED

Three children 
drown in river
BILASPUR: Three minor 
cousins drowned in the 
Ghongha River in Takhat-
pur block on Saturday 
while attempting to cross 
a flooded anicut. The inci-
dent occurred in Samdil 
village amid strong currents 
caused by continued rain-
fall in the region. Accord-
ing to reports, the children 
were swept away by the 
rapidly flowing water while 
crossing the structure. Res-
cue personnel launched 
a search operation after 
receiving information about 
the incident. The bodies 
were subsequently recov-
ered during the search. The 
tragedy has raised concerns 
over the safety of villagers 
using river crossings.

RAIN

Heavy Rain 
Disrupts 
Movement
BILASPUR: Heavy rainfall 
over the past few days 
has increased water lev-
els in rivers and streams 
across parts of Bilaspur 
district, creating diffi-
culties for residents in 
vulnerable areas. Two 
youths were reportedly 
stranded in the middle of 
an anicut after water lev-
els rose sharply, before 
being rescued. 

The incident occurred 
amid an active monsoon 
spell that has affected 
several districts of Chhat-
tisgarh. The weather 
department has warned 
of moderate to heavy 
rainfall at isolated places 
and included Bilaspur 
among districts under a 
yellow alert. 

|  SAI’S MESSAGE FOR PARTY WORKERS | 

Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: A clus-
ter-level sports com-
petition was organized 
successfully at Saraswati 
Shishu Mandir, Chhauna, 
with enthusiastic par-
ticipation from eight 
schools. 

The event was inaugu-
rated by Village Sarpanch 
Radhika Rakesh Kaushik 
through ceremonial lamp 
lighting, in the presence 
of Deputy Sarpanch 
Ratna Rameshwar Manik-
puri, Panch Rameshwar 
Kaushik, Deenbandhu 
Anand, School Secretary 
Vilas Kaushik, Vice-Pres-
ident Ashwani Rajak 
and school committee 
members. The Sarpanch 
contributed Rs 3,000, 
while school committee 

office-bearers donated Rs 
1,500 towards the event. 
A total of 189 students 
participated, including 
63 boys and 57 girls in 
the Shishu category and 
44 boys and 25 girls in 
the Bal category. The 
competition was sup-
ported by eight principals 
and supervising teach-
ers, along with 19 other 
members.At the closing 
ceremony, winners, run-
ners-up and participants 
were presented prizes, 
while supervising teach-
ers were felicitated. Prin-
cipal Seema Kaushik and 
all Didis provided valu-
able support. 

Bilaspur Region

FASTFACTS

z Children were 
taught to operate 
smartphones and other 
digital resources at the 
training.

| FARMERS RECEIVE BENEFITS OF SAUR SUJALA YOJANA | 

Saur Sujala Yojana powers farmers’ prosperity 
Central Chronicle News

KORIYA: The Saur Sujala 
Yojana is strengthen-
ing agriculture and 
improving farmers’ live-
lihoods in Chhattisgarh 
by providing affordable 
solar-powered irrigation. 
Launched on November 
1, 2016, the scheme aims 
to expand irrigation facil-
ities, particularly in areas 

without reliable electric-
ity. Under the scheme, 3 

HP and 5 HP solar pumps 
equipped with solar 
modules and controllers 
are installed on agricul-
tural land. The scheme 
enables farmers to access 
irrigation at a low cost. 
Although the average cost 
of a 3 HP pump is around 
Rs 2.64 lakh and a 5 HP 
pump around Rs 3.64 
lakh, beneficiaries pay 
only a prescribed contri-

bution based on their cat-
egory. For 3 HP pumps, 
the contribution is Rs 
7,000 for SC/ST farmers, 
Rs 12,000 for OBC farm-
ers and Rs 18,000 for 
those in the General cate-
gory. For 5 HP pumps, the 
respective contributions 
are Rs 10,000, Rs 15,000 
and Rs 20,000, besides 
the applicable processing 
fee. Solar pumps reduce 

dependence on grid 
electricity and provide 
reliable irrigation, espe-
cially in remote and tribal 
areas. Improved irriga-
tion is encouraging farm-
ers to diversify beyond 
paddy into maize, wheat, 
pulses, oilseeds, sugar-
cane, vegetables and hor-
ticultural crops, thereby 
creating opportunities to 
increase income.

Tree plantation is our ongoing 
responsibility towards the 

environment and it is essential to 
eneusre its protection. 

 
Kundan Kumar 

Collector Mungeli
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Daily Horoscope 

Health will remain fine despite 
a busy schedule. Today, you can 
spend a lot of money on a party 
with friends, but despite this, 
your financial side will remain 
strong today. Unexpected good 
news from distant relatives will 
bring happy moments for the 
entire family. 

Cosmic tip: When you take a 
moment to notice.

You will have ample time to do 
things to improve your health 
and looks. Although money is 
an important element for you, 
but don’t become so sensitive 
towards it that it spoils your 
relationships. Social activities 
will be fun but you should 
avoid sharing your secrets with 
others. You can do something 
creative today.

Cosmic tip: You are already 
where you wished.

ARIES Taurus

Your generous attitude would 
be a blessing in disguise as 
you are likely to be liberated 
from many vices like doubt, 
disloyalty, depression, lack 
of faith, greed, attachment, 
egoism, and jealousy. Although 
your financial conditions 
will remain strong today, but 
you’ll have to keep in mind 
not to overspend or spend on 
unnecessary things. 

Cosmic tip: This is your chance.

Do not neglect your health 
especially avoid liquor. You 
are likely to earn through most 
unexpected sources. Gift from 
an overseas relative will make 
you happy. Relations with your 
darling night get strained even 
over very small issues. Success 
is definitely yours- if you make 
crucial changes one step at a 
time. 

Cosmic tip: Do things right by 
shifting.

Gemini Cancer 

Your energy level will be high. 
Perfect day to purchase items 
that would grow in value. 
Be careful not to pickup an 
argument with someone you 
live- Conflicting issues if any- 
should be solved amicably. 
Personal relationship may 
break due to difference of 
opinions. Those connected with 
art and theatre will find several 
new opportunities. 

Cosmic tip: Approach brings you 
your way.

You will remain very active and 
agile today. Your health will 
fully support you today. Certain 
important work will come to 
a halt due to bleak financial 
position. Some people could get 
on your nerves simply ignore 
them. Love and romance would 
keep you in a happy mood.

Cosmic tip: Ditch the 
martyrdom.

Leo Virgo 

Take proper care about your 
diet especially migraine 
patients who should not miss 
their meal otherwise it could 
give them undue emotional 
stress. Investment in stocks and 
mutual funds recommended for 
long-term gains. Health of your 
spouse may cause worry and 
need some medical attention. 

Cosmic tip: Your courage make 
miracles happen.

Take care of health and set 
things in order. Even though 
funds will slip easily through 
your fingers- your lucky 
stars will keep the finances 
flowing. An old friend makes an 
unexpected visit bringing back 
pleasant memories. Your energy 
levels will be high- as your 
beloved seems to bring you 
immense happiness.

Cosmic tip: Connect with those 
who matter.

Libra Scorpio

Tooth ache or stomach upset 
may create some problems for 
you. Take a physician’s advice 
to get relief immediately. New 
contracts might look lucrative 
but will not bring gains as 
desired- Do not make hasty 
decisions when it comes to 
investing money. Period of 
tension may prevail but family 
support will help you. 

Cosmic tip: Select your bonds 
wisely.

Health of spouse needs proper 
care and attention. If you feel 
that you do not have enough 
money, then seek the advice 
from an elder regarding money 
management and savings. Great 
day when you would receive 
all the attention you want- 
you would have many things 
lined up and you would have 
problems in deciding which 
ones to follow.

Cosmic tip: You are to create the 
life you want.

Sagittarius Capricorn

A friend may test your open 
mindedness and tolerance 
power. You should be careful 
not to surrender your values 
and be rational in every 
decision. Due to any member 
of your family falling ill, you 
may face financial problems. 
Although at this time, you 
should worry about their health 
more than money. 

Cosmic tip: Life is not to live 
miserably.

Don’t depend on fate try 
to improve your health as 
fortunate is a lazy goddess You 
know the importance of money 
very well, which is why the 
money you save today will be 
useful in the future and get out 
of any major difficulty. Some 
of you are likely to purchase 
jewellery or a home appliance. 

Cosmic tip: Remember to hold 
space.

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH
What is “Plinian” 
volcanic eruption?

What is eruption 
physics? 

Fun&Focus

A Plinian volcanic erup-
tion is an intensely powerful, 
explosive event marked by 
towering gas and ash plumes 
reaching up to 45 kilometers 
high, massive pumice emis-
sion, and dangerous pyro-
clastic flows. The eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius was a Plinian 
eruption.

Eruption physics study 
how heat, pressure, and gas 
make underground melted 
rock rise and explode out of 
the earth as lava or ash. This 
field combines fluid move-
ment, thermodynamics, and 
rock stress to explain volca-
nic activity. 

Across
1 Potter’s material (4)
3 Sheath for a sword (8)
9 Arabian Nights hero (3,4)
10 Holiest city of Islam (5)
11 Larceny (5)
12 Shake with cold (6)
14 Fired (6)
16 Small (6)
19 Material for violin strings (6)
21 Seedhead of a dandelion (5)
24 Vine fruit (5)
25 Yerevan is the capital of this 
country (7)
26 Climbing plant with fragrant 
flowers (5,3)
27 Tool for cutting and shaping 

wood (4)	

Down
1 Castigate (8)
2 Wonderland girl (5)
4 Unrefined (6)
5 Walt Disney deer (5)
6 Very old (7)
7 Momentous date in World 
War II (1-3)
8 Farm livestock (6)
13 Item of jewellery (8)
15 Readily perceived pretence (7)
17 Earnings (6)
18 Relaxed (2,4)
20 Invited person (5)
22 Possessed (5)
23 Eras (4)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION- 212

SUDOKU- 213

SUDOKU SOLUTION- 212

CROSSWORD -213 DAILY WORD SEARCH
n 	  Octavia
n 	  Olwen
n 	  Ophrah
n 	  Odette
n 	  Olwyn
n 	  Oriana
n 	  Odile
n 	  Olympia
n 	  Oriel

n 	  Olga
n 	  Oona
n 	  Orla
n 	  Olive
n 	  Opal
n 	  Ottoline
n 	  Olivia
n 	  Ophelia
n 	  Owena

1. On August 25, key milestones include Subhas Chandra Bose assuming 
supreme command of the Indian National Army in 1943, and the Indian 
polo team winning the world championship in France in 1957.

2. Same day in 2003, twin car bombings near the Gateway of India and 
Zaveri Bazaar in Mumbai killed over 50 people. 

3. On August 25, 1972, prominent freedom fighter, writer, and Gandhian 
leader Haribhau Upadhyay passed away.

4. On this very day in 1609, Galileo Galilei showed his first telescope to 
leaders in Venice and in 1768; Captain James Cook left England on his very 
first Pacific voyage.

The science of Mount 
Vesuvius eruption

On August 24, in AD 79, 
Mount Vesuvius in Italy 
erupted, burying Pompeii 
city. This historic event 
spewed a 21-mile-high col-
umn of gas and ash, 100,000 
times greater than the Hiro-
shima-Nagasaki bombings. 

August 25- THE DAY IN HISTORY

(1) Keralam (2) Param Vishisht Seva Medal (3) Badami Cave 
Temples (4) South Pacific Ocean (5) Negative numbers (6) Jal 
Mahal, Jaipur (7) Chanakya

(1) TRUE (2) FALSE - H C Mukherjee (3) TRUE (4) 
TRUE (5) FALSE - Rakhal Das Banerji (6) TRUE (7) 
FALSE - KM Chandrasekhar

The Lok Sabha passed the Kerala 

(Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026 to 

officially change the state’s name. 

What is the new name?

While the Ashoka Chakra is India’s 
highest peacetime gallantry award, 
which military decoration is awarded 
to members of the armed forces for 
distinguished service of the most 
exceptional order during peacetime or 
non-combat operations?

Which rock-cut temple complex in 
Karnataka, built during the rule of 
the Early Chalukyas, is famous for 
one of the earliest stone depictions 
of Nataraja, dating to the late 6th 
century CE?

“Point Nemo” is the name given to 

the spot in the ocean that is farthest 

from any land. In which ocean is 

this remote location found?

Brahmagupta, in his 7th-century 
work Brahmasphutasiddhanta, 
gave rules for working with zero 
and described negative numbers 
as “rin” or debt. What important 
mathematical concept did he 
formally introduce?

No, consistency does not mean 100% perfection, real 
consistency means showing up most of the time.

Expecting 100% compliance leads to burnout and 
quitting, therefore shun from perfection. 

1.Showing up: Doing the task even when 
your energy or effort is low (like giving 
20% or 50% instead of 100%).

Aiming for an average: Targeting an 
80% to 90% success rate than a flawless 
streak.

Bouncing back: Returning to 
your routine immediately 
instead of giving up.

Which 18th-century palace in 
Rajasthan was built in the middle 
of Man Sagar Lake, using a unique 
foundation technique that involved 
sealing the ground with limestone and 
egg whites?

This popular Doordarshan television 
series, first aired in 1988 and created 
by Dr. Chandraprakash Dwivedi, 
portrayed the life of an ancient 
Indian scholar who played a key role 
in uniting kingdoms against foreign 
invaders. Which historical figure was 
the series based on?

She retired in 2014 and now runs 
the Judit Polgár Chess Foundation 
promoting chess as a skill-building 
tool for children.

In an impressive career, she was the 
only woman to cross a 2700 Elo rating 
and won games against 11 world 
champions during her career, including 
Garry Kasparov, Magnus Carlsen, Boris 
Spassky, and Viswanathan Anand.

Judit Polgár is widely considered the greatest 
female chess player of all time. Born in 
Budapest, Hungary, in 1976, she earned 
the Grandmaster title at age 15 years and 
4 months, breaking Bobby Fischer’s record. 
Educated at home by her father, László Polgár, 
who aimed to prove that geniuses are made, 
not born, his daughter held the #1 spot on the 
FIDE women’s rating list for 26 straight years 
starting in 1989. 

Upagupta was the teacher who initiated king 
Ashoka into Buddhism.

V. T. Krishnamachari was the first vice-president 
of constituent Assembly.
Barren Island, Andaman and Nicobar are India’s 
only active Volcano.

Chhattigarh is famous for Dhokra art.

Mohenjo-daro was discovered in 1922 by Daya 
Ram Sahni. 
Shatabadi Express was launched to celebrate 
the Birth Centenary of Jawahar Lal Nehru?
As Good As My Word – was written by Ruskin 
Bond.
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TOKYO: Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal on Monday invited 
Japanese companies to 
increase investments in 
India, deepen localisation 
and establish research, 
innovation and global 
capability centres, assur-
ing them that India’s 
“doors are open 24X7”.

Addressing represen-
tatives of Japanese com-
panies in Tokyo, Goyal 
said India’s economy is 
growing rapidly and the 
country is expanding its 
international economic 
engagement through free 

trade agreements and 
stronger global partner-
ships. “I invite you all to 
participate, use the tal-
ent and skills of India and 
leverage the large Indian 
market,” he said, urging 
Japanese firms to explore 
new opportunities across 
manufacturing, technol-
ogy and innovation. The 
minister stressed that 
greater localisation would 
help companies improve 
their cost competitiveness 
in the Indian market. He 
also encouraged Japanese 
businesses to establish 
more research and devel-
opment centres, innova-
tion hubs and Global Capa-

bility Centres (GCCs) in the 
country. Goyal suggested 
that Japanese companies 
build stronger engineering 
partnerships with Indian 
academic institutions and 
leverage India’s large pool 
of skilled professionals. 
He said the government 

was also willing to support 
companies through inno-
vation funding. Highlight-
ing India’s growing capabil-
ities, Goyal said companies 
setting up innovation cent-
res and GCCs could reduce 
operational costs and off-
shore several activities to 
India that were successfully 
managed remotely during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It is time for new facto-
ries and new capacities to 
come up in India—to serve 
India and make in India for 
the world,” he said, extend-
ing a warm welcome to 
Japanese businesses. Japan 
remains one of India’s 
major foreign investors. 

wBetween April 2000 and 
March 2026, India received 
USD 48.14 billion in for-
eign direct investment 
from Japan, accounting for 
around 6 per cent of the 
country’s total FDI inflows 
during the period. Goyal 
is leading a 200-member 
business delegation to 
Japan to explore ways to 
strengthen bilateral trade 
and investment ties.  Japan 
had earlier announced an 
investment target of 10 tril-
lion yen, or approximately 
Rs 60,000 crore, in India 
over a decade, underlin-
ing the growing economic 
partnership between  
the two countries.

Press Trust Of India

FM to strengthen eco-
nomic ties and attract 
foreign investment.

NEW DELHI: Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman will undertake an 
official eight-day visit to 
Canada and the United 
States from August 25 to 
September 2, focusing on 
bilateral economic and 
financial cooperation, 
investment opportuni-
ties and global economic  
priorities.

During the first leg 
in Toronto, Sitharaman 
will participate in the 
inaugural Economic and 
Financial Dialogue with 
Canadian Finance and 
National Revenue Min-
ister François-Philippe 
Champagne. Discussions 
are expected to cover 
macroeconomic develop-
ments, financial-sector 
cooperation, bilateral 
investments and shared 
international priorities. 
She will also participate in 

investment roundtables 
with Canadian business 
leaders and engage with 
company CEOs to discuss 
India’s growth prospects, 
investment opportunities 
and ways to expand Cana-
dian business presence in 
India. Key areas include 
energy, artificial intelli-
gence, critical minerals, 
technology and resilient 
supply chains.

The US leg of the 
visit will cover Chicago, 
Asheville and New York. 
In Chicago, Sitharaman 
will meet investors and 
business leaders and visit 
the Polsky Centre for 
Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation at the Uni-
versity of Chicago to dis-
cuss entrepreneurship, 
technology and startup  
ecosystem linkages.

Piyush Goyal invites Japanese  
firms to invest in India

Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal invites Japanese companies to expand investments, boost 
localisation, establish innovation centres and leverage India’s skilled talent and growing market.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The Securities 
and Exchange Board of 
India’s (SEBI) observa-
tions on the proposed 
initial public offering 
(IPO) of the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) are 
awaiting completion of a 
share allocation process 
between State Bank of 
India (SBI) and SBI Capital 
Markets Ltd (SBICAPS), a 
highly placed source said.  
The development comes 
after a change in the sell-

ing shareholder structure 
for the NSE IPO, with SBI-
CAPS joining SBI as a sell-
ing shareholder. The two 
SBI group entities will 
now split the shares that 

were earlier proposed  
to be sold by SBI. 

Under the revised 
arrangement, SBI will sell 
up to 15.97 million NSE 
shares, while SBICAPS 

will sell up to 8.78 mil-
lion shares. The overall 
size of the offer remains 
unchanged. The transfer 
and allocation of shares 
between the two SBI 
group entities is expected 
to take some time. Once 
completed, the revised 
shareholding structure 
will be formally reflected 
in NSE’s draft red herring  
prospectus (DRHP).

NSE has already 
updated its DRHP 
through an addendum to 
reflect the revised alloca-

tion of shares among the 
selling shareholders.

According to the 
source, the change needs 
to be completed and the 
corresponding details 
incorporated into the 
DRHP before SEBI can 
process the IPO applica-
tion further and issue its 
observations. The pro-
posed NSE IPO comprises 
an offer for sale (OFS) 
by existing shareholders 
and does not involve any 
fresh issue of shares by 
the exchange. 

| NSE IPO | 

NSE IPO awaits SEBI Nod after SBI share reallocation

08

Business
BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: Benchmark equity indi-
ces Sensex and Nifty ended lower on 
Monday as persistent geopolitical ten-
sions and elevated crude oil prices 
hampered risk appetite. Investors 
remained cautious ahead of fresh 
US sanctions on Iran, experts said. 
Despite a positive beginning, the 
30-share BSE Sensex failed to carry 
forward the momentum and declined 
171.72 points, or 0.22 per cent, to 
settle at 77,369.11. During the day, it 
dropped 339.17 points, or 0.43 per 
cent, to 77,201.66. The 50-share NSE 
Nifty slipped 32.95 points, or 0.14 per  
cent, to end at 24,219.05.

Among the 30 Sensex firms, Adani 
Ports, Bharat Electronics, Bajaj 
Finance, Bajaj Finserv, Trent, Axis 
Bank, State Bank of India, and Tata 
Consultancy Services were among 

the laggards. Tata Steel, HCL Tech, 
Infosys, and Hindustan Unilever were 
among the major winners.

Brent crude, the global oil bench-
mark, dropped 1.68 per cent to USD 
92.80 per barrel. “Indian equity mar-
kets ended lower on Monday, track-
ing weakness across Asian markets 
as renewed concerns over the Middle 
East and selling in banking and finan-
cial stocks weighed on investor sen-
timent. Markets remained cautious 
ahead of fresh US sanctions, with 
Washington promising an ‘economic 
D-Day’ against Iran and its trading 
partners, while Tehran threatened 
to halt Gulf oil exports in response, 
keeping investors wary of further 
escalation,” Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich 
Money, an online trading and wealth 
tech firm, said. 

NEW DELHI: The Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI), which was launched on 
August 25, 2016, has completed a decade 
of transforming India’s digital payments 
landscape, emerging as the backbone of 
the country’s digital payments ecosys-
tem and a global benchmark for real-
time payments.  Annual UPI transaction 
volume rose from 1.78 crore in 2016-17 to 
more than 24,162 crore in 2025-26, an 
almost 13,000-fold increase, the finance 
ministry said in a statement. During the 
same period, transaction value jumped 
from Rs 0.07 lakh crore to around Rs 
314 lakh crore, representing a more than 
4,000-fold rise, it said. Developed by the 
National Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI) under the regulatory oversight of 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), UPI has 
recorded an unprecedented expansion 
in both transaction volume and value 
over the past 10 years, it said.

The year 2026 marked a significant 
milestone in the growth trajectory 
of UPI, it said, adding that monthly 
transaction volumes crossed 2,300 
crore for the first time in May 2026, 
reaching 2,320 crore transactions, sig-
nalling a new scale of adoption. This 
momentum continued through the 
year, with July 2026 recording 2,366 
crore transactions, the highest monthly 

transaction volume in UPI’s decade- 
long journey, it said.

UPI has witnessed a steady and 
broad-based expansion in institutional 
participation since its launch. The 
number of banks live on UPI increased 
from 44 banks in 2016-17, the first year 
of operations, to 703 banks by 2025-
26. In FY26, it said, UPI transactions 
totalling 24,162 crore reflected the plat-
form’s deep integration into everyday 
digital payment usage across the coun-
try, with robust momentum in the mer-
chant segment. The statement noted 
that the UPI has emerged as a key pillar 
of India’s digital public infrastructure, 
providing an interoperable, real-time 
platform for seamless peer-to-peer and 
peer-to-merchant payments through a  
single interface.

HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?

GLOBAL BENCHMARK

Stock markets end lower amid simmering 
geopolitical tensions, elevated crude oil prices

UPI completes 10 years, clocks nearly  
13,000-fold rise in transaction volume

NUMBER
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zIndia welcomes 
Japanese investment, 
innovation and 
manufacturing 
expansion.

Indian, US businesses keen 
to invest in Bangladesh 
Khandakar Abdul Muktadir 

Bangladesh Commerce Minister
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Grasim targets record 
revenue as growth 
platforms scale.

NEW DELHI: Grasim 
Industries is targeting 
consolidated revenue of 
Rs 2 lakh crore in FY27, 
nearly double its level 
five years ago, as its diver-
sified businesses and 
new growth platforms 
continue to expand, 
Chairman Kumar Man-
galam Birla said.

Speaking at the com-
pany’s 79th Annual Gen-
eral Meeting, Birla said 
Grasim had achieved 
its highest-ever consoli-
dated revenue of Rs 1.75 
lakh crore in FY26. The 
company, which com-
pletes 80 years of incor-
poration on August 25, 
now operates across 10 
business lines and has 
a market capitalisation 
exceeding Rs 2 trillion. 
Birla said Grasim’s earn-

ings profile is becom-
ing increasingly bal-
anced, with established 
businesses generating 
strong cash flows while 
newer businesses are s 
caling rapidly. 

He described the 
company as being at 
an important inflection 
point, with greater scale, 
broader ambitions and 
stronger alignment with 
India’s growth story. 
Highlighting the build-
ing materials business, 
Birla said UltraTech 
Cement crossed 200 mil-
lion tonnes per annum 
of grey cement capacity 
in April this year. Birla 
Opus, the group’s decora-
tive paints business, has 

also emerged as a major 
player within two years 
of its launch. Its revenue 
doubled year-on-year in 
FY26, while it achieved 
a 10 per cent standalone 
revenue market share in 
India’s decorative paints 
segment and became the 
second-largest player by 
capacity market share.

Birla said Birla Opus 
and Birla White together 
have taken the group’s 
decorative paints reve-
nue market share into 
the early teens. The B2B 
e-commerce platform 
Birla Pivot also exceeded 
its annual revenue 
guidance of Rs 8,500 
crore a year ahead of 
schedule, reflecting the 
group’s growing digital  
capabilities.

Grasim targets Rs 2  
lakh cr revenue in FY27

Sitharaman begins  
8-day Canada, US visit

HIGHLIGHT

z Diversified 
businesses drive 
Grasim’s next growth 
phase

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal holds a roundtable with members of Keidanren  
(Japan Business Federation), in Tokyo, Japan on August 24.

|  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  |

MUMBAI: The rupee pared initial 
gains and settled for the day lower by 
3 paise at 95.74 (provisional) against 
the US dollar on Monday, on a posi-
tive American currency and weak 
domestic markets. Forex traders said 
the USD/INR pair traded in a narrow 
range as rising Brent crude prices, 
persistent importer demand, and 
cautious sentiment over new US sanc-
tions targeting Iran weighed on inves-
tor sentiment.

 At the interbank foreign exchange, 
the rupee opened at 95.65, then 
touched an intraday high of 95.64 and 
a low of 95.75 and finally settled for 
the day at 95.74 (provisional) against 
the greenback, lower by 3 paise from 
its previous close. 

On Friday, the rupee settled higher 
by just 3 paise at 95.71 against the 
US dollar. “We expect the rupee to 
trade with a slight negative bias on 
uncertainty between the US and 
Iran. Elevated crude oil prices may 
also weigh on the rupee. However, 
overall weakness in the US dollar 
on declining odds of a rate hike may  
support the rupee at lower levels.

NEW DELHI: Gold prices climbed to a 
more than five-month high of Rs 1.64 
lakh per 10 grams in the national capital 
on Monday, tracking firm global trends 
and renewed demand amid escalating  
US-Iran tensions. 

The yellow metal of 99.9 per cent 
purity appreciated Rs 900 to Rs 1,64,400 
per 10 grams (inclusive of all taxes), from 
Friday’s closing level of Rs 1,63,500 per 10 
grams, according to the All India Sarafa 
Association. The precious metal was last 
quoted around this level on March 9, 
when it stood at Rs 1,64,300 per 10 grams. 
Silver also advanced for the third straight 
session, rising by Rs 3,500 to over a four-
month high of Rs 2,53,500 per kilogram 
(inclusive of all taxes), as per the Associ-
ation. The white metal had settled at Rs 
2,50,000 per kg in the preceding session. 
It was last around this level on April 17, 
when it was quoted at Rs 2,53,000 per kg. 

PARED INITIAL GAINS BULLION MARKET

Rupee falls 3 paise to 
close at 95.74 against 
US dollar

Gold touches five-
month high at Rs 1.64 
lakh per 10g
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Jarange firm to 
launch fast

Press Trust Of India

Marathas demand 
OBC reservation for 
community inclusion.

JALNA: Maratha reserva-
tion activist Manoj Jarange 
on Monday remained firm 
on a hunger strike from 
August 29 at Antarwali 
Sarati in Jalna district, 
reiterating his demand for 
reservation for the Mara-
tha community under the 
Other Backward Classes 
(OBC) category. A delega-
tion comprising Maharash-
tra ministers Shambhuraj 
Desai, Radhakrishna Vikhe 
Patil, and Uday Samant 
met Jarange and appealed 
to him not to proceed with 
the agitation. However, 
Jarange remained firm  
on his decision and set 
August 28 as the deadline 
for the government to act 
on his demands.

Jarange has demanded 
that the pending process 
of issuing Kunbi certifi-
cates and validity docu-
ments to eligible members 
of the Maratha community 
be completed by August 
28. He also sought with-
drawal of all cases regis-
tered against those who 
participated in the Mara-
tha reservation agitation. 
He said the community 
was seeking reservation 
within the framework of 
law and based on records 
dating back to 1967. Mar-
athas whose historical 
records establish their 
Kunbi identity should be 
issued Kunbi certificates, 
he maintained.

The meeting between 
Jarange and the govern-
ment delegation was held 
in the presence of the 
media and members of 
the Maratha community 
at Antarwali Sarati vil-
lage. Jarange alleged that 

ministers Chandrashek-
har Bawankule and San-
jay Shirsat were creating 
hurdles in the process of 
granting reservation to 
the Maratha community. 
Minister Samant said the 
examination of around 58 
lakh records had resulted 
in the identification of sev-
eral relevant entries, while 
some records were yet to 
be uploaded.

Jarange, however, 
questioned how many 
valid Kunbi records had 
actually been identified 
from the total number of 
records examined. The 
delegation also facilitated 
a discussion between 
Jarange and members of 
the Shinde Committee. 
Jarange insisted that the 
process of issuing certifi-
cates to eligible applicants 
should be completed by 
August 28. “Tell us clearly 
if the government is not 
going to give reservation to 
the Maratha community,” 
Jarange asked the govern-
ment representatives.

He clarified that the 
Maratha community was 
not opposed to members 
of backward castes and 
was only seeking reserva-
tion under the OBC cate-
gory based on documen-
tary evidence establishing 
Kunbi identity. Jarange also 
expressed dissatisfaction 
with Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis and Deputy 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde, alleging that eligi-
ble applicants were facing 
difficulties in obtaining 
Kunbi certificates and 
validity documents.

FASTFACTS

z Jarange sets August 
28 certificate deadline.

zJarange-Govt 
talks held before 
community, media.

BHOPAL

‘Innovation 
economy’

Noting that skill is the 
new currency and innova-
tion is the new economy, 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav on Mon-
day said that institutions 
in India should become 
hubs of skill, research, 
innovation, and entrepre-
neurship. Inaugurating a 
one-day state-level conclave 
on “Contribution of Cen-
trally Funded Institutions 
for a Prosperous Madhya 
Pradesh@2047, the chief 
minister called for establish-
ing an economic and knowl-
edge value chain from 
publications to patents, pro-
totypes, and enterprises.

“Today, skill is the new 
currency, and innovation 
is the new economy. Our 
institutions must become 
hubs of skill, research, inno-
vation, and entrepreneur-
ship,” he added. Yadav said 
India is becoming stronger 
in all areas under PM Modi’s 
leadership and has the 
ability to overcome every 
challenge with its own 
strength. “Madhya Pradesh 
is a land of opportunities, 
and talented youth, natu-
ral resources, agricultural 
strength, entrepreneurship, 
and industrial capacity are 
our resources,” he said. 
Referring to the “One Insti-
tute, One Promise” theme 
of the conclave, Yadav said 
it aims to ensure the partic-
ipation and involvement of 
central institutions located 
in the state in achieving the 
goal of Prosperous Madhya 
Pradesh@2047.

NEWSLINE
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Bihar aspirants 
stage prolonged 
sit-in protests.

PATNA: RJD national 
working president Tejas-
hwi Yadav on Monday 
met protestors in Patna 
and said he would raise 
students’ voices from 
the streets to the assem-
bly. Teaching job aspi-
rants, Bihar Staff Selec-
tion Commission exam 
candidates, PhD hold-
ers, and guest faculty 
have been separately 
carrying out sit-in pro-
tests at Patna’s Gardani-
bagh area for varying 
lengths of time over the 
past three weeks.

The protestors, 
grouped under three 
camps, are demand-
ing single-tier exams 
for Bihar Public Service 
Commission Teacher 

Recruitment Exami-
nation (BPSC TRE-4), 
recruitment exams by 
BSSC, fair opportunities 
for Hindi medium can-
didates, adherence to 
UGC rules in professor 
appointments, and an 
increase in the age limit, 
among others. “We firmly 
stand in support of your 
demands. Be it the streets 
or the legislative assem-

bly, we will raise your 
voice everywhere,” Yadav 
said after visiting Gar-
danibagh.

Be it the students, 
youth or any other group, 
nobody is content with 
the government’s func-
tioning, claimed Yadav, 
also the leader of the 
opposition in the state 
assembly. “Anger is build-
ing up among people, 

which is not good for this 
government,” he said.

The protesters have 
warned that they will 
mobilise to gherao the 
Bihar Chief Minister Sam-
rat Chaudhary’s official 
residence on Tuesday if 
the government doesn’t 
hold a meaningful dia-
logue with them.

Tejashwi Yadav 
extended support to the 
protestors, including the 
proposed gherao of the 
CM’s residence. He also 
backed the PhD protest-
ers who marched towards 
Bihar Lok Bhavan on Sat-
urday, prompting the 
police to use “mild force” 
to disperse them. 

|  S O L I D A R I T Y  |

 ‘Will raise students’ voices 
from streets to assembly’ 

Winning 
hearts
MUMBAI: Winning hearts 
for its love saga, COLORS’ 
‘Tu Juliet Jatt Di’ is all set 
to rewrite the college syl-
labus with a four-month 
leap, bringing a fresh 
batch of romance, rivalry 
and drama to campus. 
While Heer and Nawab’s 
bond has already weath-
ered its share of heart-
break, the next chapter is 
ready to take their equa-
tion from complicated 
to chaotic. Four months 
later, Heer ( Jasmeet Kaur) 
and Nawab (Syed Raza 
Ahmed) have stepped 
into senior year. Once the 
carefree boy who took life 
as it came, Nawab is now 
turning over a new leaf, 
juggling responsibilities 
and growing increasingly 
serious about life. Insult-
ing him every chance she 
gets, Heer is broken and 
the cold war between 
them results in unre-
solved emotions.

And just when the 
seniors thought they had 
seen every twist the cam-
pus could throw at them, 
a brand-new batch walks 
through the college gates, 
evoking a new vibe into 
Heer and Nawab’s world. 
Part of the new brigade 
is Waaris (Nitin Guleria), 
a carefree ladies’ man 
who seems determined to 
enjoy college to the full-
est. Then there’s Sahiba 
(Shreya Jain), a girl with 
big dreams and an even 
bigger secret. 

Completing this new 
trio is Fateh (Pavneet 
Singh), a musician who 
believes his guitar could 
be his ticket to finding 
love. Between lectures, 
rivalries, budding friend-
ships and secrets wait-
ing to explode, will the 
new batch become the 
unexpected catalyst that 
reunites Heer and Nawab 
or push them even fur-
ther away? 

Sharing Heer’s emo-
tional journey, Jasmeet 
Kaur says, “I feel incred-
ibly grateful for the love 
and appreciation that Tu 
Juliet Jatt Di has received, 
and it makes this new 
chapter even more spe-
cial for me. 

‘Never denied milk to kid’
Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: West Bengal 
minister Agnimitra Paul, 
who drew flak from the 
o p p o s i t i o n 
after viral vid-
eos showed 
her asking 
a pavement 
dweller heat-
ing milk for a 
child to move 
off, on Mon-
day said she 
had issued the direction 
because of the risks the 
act posed on a busy thor-
oughfare. In a video mes-
sage on social media, the 
Urban Development and 
Municipal Affairs Minis-
ter said no child had been 
deprived of milk, and 

that she had only asked 
them to “move away”.

Videos widely circu-
lated on social media in 
the last few days showed 

Paul telling the 
woman, who 
said she was 
heating milk 
for her grand-
son, to vacate 
the pavement.

“No child’s 
milk was taken 
away. I only 

asked them to move 
away. The child was 
crawling on a busy road. 
This is not limited to that 
particular place; such 
scenes are witnessed in 
many parts of Kolkata. An 
accident could happen at 
any moment. 

FASTFACTS

z  Nobody satisfied 
with government’s 
functioning.

zAnger is building up 
among people.

Press Trust Of India

AMRAVATI: Three new-
born infants died after a 
devastating fire broke out 
in the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) of the 
District Women’s Hos-
pital here early on Mon-
day, prompting the state 
government to order a 
high-level inquiry into the 
tragedy. Thirty-six other 
infants were rescued from 
the smoke-filled facility 
following the fire, which 
erupted at around 3.15 
am inside a section of the 
NICU housing premature, 
low-weight, and critically 
ill babies, officials said.

Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis expressed deep grief 
over the “heart-breaking” 
incident and ordered a 
high-level probe to inves-
tigate the cause of the fire 
and pinpoint administra-
tive failures. “The health 
administration has been 
directed to conduct a high-
level inquiry,” Fadnavis 
said in a statement, assur-
ing that the strictest action 
would be taken against 
those found responsible. 
He directed state health 
minister Prakashrao Abit-
kar and health secretary 
to visit Amravati in eastern 
Maharashtra immediately 
to review the situation and 

directed local authorities 
to ensure that all injured 
children receive treatment 
at government expense. 
He announced an ex-gratia 
financial assistance of Rs 5 
lakh to the family of each 

deceased infant.
According to police and 

health officials, the fire was 
triggered by an explosion 
in a ventilator in the out-
born infants’ section of the 
NICU. The facility consists 

of three compartments, 
inborn, outborn, and a 
step-down care ward for 
infants preparing for dis-
charge, housing a total of 
39 babies at the time of the 
incident. While staff and 
rescuers managed to evac-
uate six babies from the 
affected outborn section, 
three infants tragically 
died in the flames. Amra-
vati Police Commissioner 
Rakesh Ola said that six 
rescued infants were 
shifted to a super-speci-
ality hospital, while four 
others were transferred 
to the Divisional Referral 
Services Hospital, where 
one child remains in criti-
cal condition.

Three newborns die 
in fire at govt hosp

Tragedy escalated into a 
major political row

State govt ordered a high-level inquiry into the tragedy.

Family members and relatives look at the mortal remains of three 
newborns who died after a fire broke out in the NICU of a government 

hospital, in Amravati.

The tragedy quickly 
escalated into a major 
political row in Maharash-
tra, with Opposition par-
ties targeting the state 
government over alleged 
administrative laxity and 
non-compliance with fire 
safety protocols. Senior 
NCP (SP) leader and for-
mer state home minister 
Anil Deshmukh alleged 
that recommendations 
made by a committee fol-
lowing the 2021 Bhandara 

hospital fire, which had 
claimed the lives of 10 
infants, had gone unim-
plemented. Deshmukh 

demanded immediate 
fire and electrical audits 
of public hospitals across 
the state. Congress leader 
Yashomati Thakur, who vis-
ited the hospital following 
the tragedy, questioned the 
official claim of a ventilator 
explosion, noting that a 
similar fire had occurred at 
the facility previously. She 
demanded scrutiny into 
the safety of electrical con-
nections and accountability 
from equipment suppliers.

HIGHLIGHT

z Bhandara fire 
recommendations 
remain 
unimplemented.

zMinister expresses 
grief, praises rescue 
efforts.
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“Knowledge and virtue create enlightened societies  
rooted in justice and harmony.”
[ Swami Dayananda Saraswati  ]
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India’s ethanol programme is an impressive story of 
ambition. Blending ethanol with petrol can reduce 
dependence on imported crude, support farmers, 

improve sugar-mill finances and provide a cleaner-burn-
ing fuel. With petrol blending reaching about 20 per 
cent, the country has demonstrated how determined 
policy can rapidly reshape an industry. Yet this suc-
cess carries a warning: ethanol cannot be treated as an 
unlimited substitute for oil when much of it comes from 
sugarcane and food grains. Sugarcane is not merely an 
industrial raw material. It supports millions of cultiva-
tors and supplies the sugar consumed by households 
and food businesses. It is also among India’s thirsti-
est crops, often cultivated in regions already facing 
groundwater stress. Diverting excessive quantities of 
cane juice or sugar to distilleries can tighten domestic 
supplies, raise prices and force the government into 
abrupt export restrictions. A poor monsoon could 
quickly turn today’s surplus into tomorrow’s shortage. 
The answer is not to abandon ethanol, but to improve 
the programme. Diversion should be flexible, increasing 
only when credible estimates show sugar stocks com-
fortably exceeding domestic requirements. Decisions 
must be based on transparent production, consumption 
and water-availability data, rather than fixed blending 
ambitions alone. India must also move beyond first-gen-
eration ethanol. Agricultural residues, municipal waste 
and other non-food materials offer a more sustainable 
route. Second-generation plants remain expensive, but 
consistent incentives, research support and assured 
procurement can make them commercially viable. Maize 
and damaged grain may supplement supplies, provided 
food and animal-feed markets are protected. Farm pol-
icy also needs correction. Guaranteed ethanol demand 
should not encourage sugarcane expansion in water-s-
carce areas. Farmers must receive support to adopt drip 
irrigation and shift towards less water-intensive crops 
where appropriate. Mills, meanwhile, need predictable 
prices so that ethanol revenues translate into timely 
cane payments. Energy security cannot be achieved by 
creating insecurity in food or water. India’s ethanol drive 
should therefore advance with safeguards, not slogans. 
The true measure of success is not the highest blending 
percentage, but a fuel policy that remains affordable, 
adaptable and ecologically responsible through both 
bumper harvests and difficult droughts.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

India Needs Reliable 
National Cancer 
Reporting

Skills That Build India’s Future

India’s cancer burden demands accurate data and 
a national response. An estimated 15.6 lakh can-
cer cases and 8.74 lakh deaths occurred in 2024, 

compared with over 13 lakh cases five years earlier. Yet 
these estimates come from 43 registries covering only 
about 10%–18% of the population across 23 states and 
Union Territories. The actual burden may therefore be 
considerably higher. Cancer is notifiable under regula-
tions in only 17 states and Union Territories. The Union 
government has resisted notification, arguing that health 
is a state subject and cancer is non-communicable. This 
position is unconvincing. Cer-
vical cancer is linked to human 
papillomavirus, while mandatory 
reporting would help identify 
regional patterns, risk factors, 
and gaps in treatment. The 
Northeast carries a high burden, 
with people in Mizoram facing 
nearly twice India’s 11% lifetime 
cancer risk. Delhi records the 
highest incidence among metro-
politan cities. Tobacco, hazard-
ous chemicals, asbestos, pollution, food additives, and 
dietary habits require stronger preventive action. The 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health has rec-
ommended making cancer notifiable, and the Supreme 
Court has asked states to consider uniform guidelines. 
A registry would support early detection, affordable 
treatment, targeted prevention, and better allocation of 
resources. India must expand healthcare financing and 
establish mandatory nationwide reporting. Reliable data 
is the foundation of effective cancer control.
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Swine Flu : Important not to panic
​A surge in Swine Flu cases in Delhi is a cause of worry though it is important 
not to panic. 159 Influenza cases were reported in the national capital Thurs-
day; Influenza A H1A1 strain being the cause. In 2009, the WHO had declared 
swine flu as level 4 pandemic though there were fewer casualties in India.  
The virus causing swine flu is known to change its form and infect human 
beings who are resistant to the original form. Since children and the  elderly 
are more susceptible, they have to exercise caution.  Symptoms are similar to 
common cold----so patients as well as doctors are caught unawares.  

Dr Ganapathi Bhat, Akola

Massive purge threatens democracy
The draft electoral roll revision in Karnataka requires urgent scrutiny. More 
than 1.07 crore voters, nearly one-fifth of the state’s electorate, risk exclusion. 
In Bengaluru, voter numbers could fall from 1.03 crore to 56.11 lakh. Although 
accurate rolls are essential, mass deletions based on discrepancies and non
-mapping could erode democratic trust. The Election Commission should 
conduct doorstep verification, extend appeal deadlines, simplify claims, and 
publish deletion lists for public review, ensuring eligible citizens do not lose 
their voting rights through error.

Dr.Vijaykumar H K,  Raichur
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India’s Ethanol Dream 
Meets Sugar Reality

Yashpal Ralhan

tional qualifications credibility. 
India can build a system suited 
to its own scale, regional econo-
mies and diverse aspirations.

NITI Aayog proposes a useful 
starting point: introduce Gen-
eral Employability and Entre-
preneurship Skills from Grade 6 
and structured “Kaushal Tracks” 
from Grade 9, aligned with local 
and national demand. Students 
could gain exposure to digital 
skills, financial literacy, commu-
nication, teamwork, problem-
solving and entrepreneurship 
before choosing specialised 
pathways. Such exposure can 
also reduce the stigma attached 
to vocational education by mak-
ing practical learning part of nor-
mal schooling rather than a sepa-
rate stream for a minority.

But classrooms alone cannot 
close the skills divide. Appren-
ticeships and work-based 
learning must become a much 
larger bridge between educa-
tion and employment. Across 
OECD countries, 45 per cent 
of upper-secondary vocational 
learners are in programmes with 
a significant work-based learning 
component. In countries such as 
Germany and Switzerland, work-
place learning is particularly 
widespread. India needs more 
employers, especially small and 
medium enterprises, to partic-
ipate through simpler proce-
dures, incentives and shared 
training infrastructure.

Information is equally impor-
tant. Young people often make 
educational choices without reli-
able knowledge of which qualifi-
cations lead to sustained employ-
ment. State-level skills registries 
and career guidance platforms 
could connect students with 
local labour-market demand, 
apprenticeship opportunities, 
wages and progression routes. 
NITI Aayog’s proposal for digi-

tal skills passports could make 
achievements portable, allowing 
learners to record training, cer-
tifications, apprenticeships and 
work experience over time.

Singapore provides another 
useful lesson. Its SkillsFuture 
initiative, launched in 2015, has 
developed into a national move-
ment for continuous upskilling 
and reskilling, involving indi-
viduals, employers, training 
providers, industry and govern-
ment. The principle is particu-
larly relevant to India: education 
should not be treated as some-
thing completed when a student 
receives a degree. As technology, 
automation and green industries 
reshape employment, workers 
will need opportunities to learn 
and relearn throughout their 
careers. The objective, however, 
should not be to push every 
student towards a trade. India 
needs scientists, teachers, doc-
tors, engineers, entrepreneurs 
and skilled technicians alike. The 
real reform is to give every young 
person credible choices, and to 
ensure that practical capability 
commands the same dignity as 
academic achievement.

India’s demographic advan-
tage will become meaningful 
only when education leads to 
capability, capability leads to 
opportunity, and opportunity 
leads to productive livelihoods. 
Bridging the skills divide is 
therefore not about choosing 
vocational education over uni-
versity education. It is about 
building an education system 
in which both routes connect 
learning with work, preserve 
the possibility of further study 
and equip people to adapt 
throughout their careers.  
That is how India can turn 
its youthful population into 
a workforce with the skills to 
build India’s future.

The debate over education 
and employment in India 
often swings between 

two extremes: the promise of a 
vast young workforce and the 
reality of degrees that do not 
necessarily translate into jobs.  
Millions leave colleges each 
year with qualifications in arts, 
science or commerce, only to 
discover that employers increas-
ingly value practical capabili-
ties, workplace experience and 
adaptable skills. NITI Aayog’s 
report, Reimagining Skilling for 
Viksit Bharat@2047,   brings this 
mismatch into sharp focus.  It’s 
disconcerting that fewer than 
one in 12 secondary schools 
offer vocational subjects, 
despite the National Education 
Policy’s emphasis on integrating 
practical learning.

The economic case for 
changing this is compelling. 
The report estimates that a 
generic undergraduate entering 
the workforce without formal 
skilling earns about Rs 22,000 
a month initially, compared 
with roughly Rs 29,000 for a 
peer who completes structured 
vocational training. With annual 
wage growth of around 3.2 per 
cent in both cases, the initial 
advantage can accumulate to 
nearly Rs 9.7 lakh over a decade. 
Skilling, therefore, is not merely 
an education reform; it can 
materially influence lifetime 
earning potential.

Yet families continue to 
favour conventional degrees. 
This is not simply a failure of 
awareness. A university qualifi-
cation has long been associated 
with social mobility, status and 
access to government recruit-
ment examinations. Vocational 
education, meanwhile, is often 
seen as a second choice for stu-
dents who are perceived as less 
academically capable. Schools 

also face practical constraints: 
workshops, equipment, trained 
instructors and industry part-
nerships require money and 
administrative capacity, particu-
larly outside large cities.

The experience of developed 
economies shows that voca-
tional education can be main-
stream rather than marginal. 
In Germany, the dual system 
combines classroom learn-
ing with in-company training 
based on national occupational 
standards. About 88 per cent 
of upper-secondary vocational 
education and training learners 
are enrolled in such dual pro-
grammes, covering more than 
320 recognised occupations. 
The Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) describes vocational 
education and training as a 
major route into skilled employ-
ment, with vocational and gen-
eral education existing as paral-
lel pathways.

Switzerland offers another 
powerful example. About two-
thirds of young people pursue 
vocational education and train-
ing after compulsory schooling, 
while more than 90 per cent 
of vocational students are in 
apprenticeship programmes 
combining classroom instruc-
tion with workplace training. 
The system covers around 250 
nationally recognised occupa-
tions and allows students to 
progress to higher vocational or 
academic qualifications.

The lesson for India is not 
to copy these models mechani-
cally. It is to adopt their under-
lying principle: employers, edu-
cators and governments must 
jointly define what young peo-
ple need to learn. In Germany 
and Switzerland, occupational 
standards, apprenticeships and 
industry participation give voca-

Ananthapadmanabhan
Independent Writer  

& Columnist

Schools must remain wel-
coming community insti-
tutions, but regulated 

access is essential to protect 
children, preserve discipline, 
and ensure uninterrupted 
teaching in every classroom 
each day. A school is far more 
than a building containing 
classrooms. It is where chil-
dren grow intellectually, emo-
tionally, socially, and morally, 
and where society prepares its 
future. Safety, discipline, and 
calm are therefore not second-
ary administrative concerns; 
they are conditions for mean-
ingful education.

Seen in this light, Deputy 
Commissioner Rahul Narwal’s 
directions restricting unautho-
rized entry into schools in Hansi 

deserve attention. The purpose 
is not to disconnect schools 
from society, but to prevent 
avoidable disruption and pro-
tect the integrity of teaching.

Government schools, partic-
ularly in rural and semi-urban 
areas, often serve as community 
institutions. Yet public owner-
ship cannot mean unrestricted 
access. No person should enter 
classrooms, interrupt teachers, 
approach students, or intro-
duce private disputes into the 
campus merely because the 
school is publicly funded.

Such intrusions distract stu-
dents, disturb teachers, weaken 
discipline, and can affect exami-
nations or important academic 
activities. The concern also 
extends beyond classroom 

order. Modern school security 
includes the protection of chil-
dren, employees, records, digi-
tal equipment, and institutional 
property. Recording visitors, 
verifying their purpose, and 
requiring permission are safe-
guards, not signs of hostility.

Parents, education officers, 
inspection teams, and com-
munity representatives must 
remain welcome when they 
have reasons to visit. Their 
engagement can strengthen 
education and support chil-
dren’s progress. However, 
communication should follow 
an orderly system. Scheduled 
appointments, meeting hours, 
visitor registers, designated 
entry points, and approval 
from the official can address 

concerns without disturbing 
lessons. Sensitive matters can 
then be discussed privately and 
respectfully.

Clear rules are necessary 
when influential individuals 
attempt to pressure teachers 
or interfere in administrative 
decisions. Schools must remain 
free from political, social, and 
personal intimidation. Teach-
ers cannot perform effectively 
when outsiders use the campus 
to settle disputes, display influ-
ence, or challenge decisions. 
Protecting institutional inde-
pendence ultimately protects 
educational quality.

Orders alone, however, will 
not solve the problem. Schools 
need support to enforce them. 
Every institution should main-

tain a visitor register and mon-
itor access while students are 
present. Larger campuses may 
require security personnel, 
separate gates, or appropriate 
surveillance. Smaller govern-
ment schools, often operating 
with limited staff and infra-
structure, need administrative 
assistance so that responsibility 
does not fall entirely upon the 
headteacher. At the same time, 
security must not turn schools 
into intimidating or inacces-
sible spaces. A rigid, uniform 
approach may inconvenience 
parents and alienate communi-
ties. The real task is to balance 
openness with protection, using 
rules that are firm, transparent, 
and sensitive to local circum-
stances.

Principals, teachers, staff, 
parents, students, and offi-
cials all share responsibility 
for preserving the dignity of 
the campus. Accountability for 
violations is necessary, but so 
are awareness, cooperation, 
and adequate resources. Every 
child has the right to learn with-
out fear, pressure, or repeated 
interruption, and every parent 
deserves confidence in school 
safety. The Hansi directions 
should therefore be understood 
as an effort to defend educa-
tion’s central purpose. School 
doors should remain open to 
legitimate participation, but 
clearly closed to trespass, intim-
idation, and interference.

Schooling or outside interference?

Dr. Priyanka Saurabh
(Dr. Priyanka  

Saurabh, PhD (Politi-
cal Science), is a poet 
and social thinker.)



11

Nation
CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Bilaspur, Tuesday, August 25, 2026

‘Assam to finalise private 
partner for state satellite’
GUWAHATI: The Assam gov-
ernment is in the advanced 
stages of selecting a private-
sector partner to develop 
and launch its own satel-
lite, Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said. The pro-
posed satellite, AssamSAT, 
is aimed at strengthening 
governance through reliable 

and timely earth observa-
tion data. Sarma said Assam 
could become the first 
Indian state to have its own 
earth observation system. 
The project will be imple-
mented under the DBLOTT 
model — Design, Build, 
Launch, Operate, Train and 
Transfer.

Press Trust Of India

On Monday, Tamil 
Nadu CM Vijay 
announced new 
schemes for women 
in the Assembly.

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C. 
Joseph Vijay on Mon-
day announced a major 
expansion of the fare-free 
bus travel scheme for 
women, along with free 
LPG cylinders and the 
abandonment of the pro-
posed Parandur green-
field airport project.

Under the Vet-
tri Payanam scheme, 
women will be allowed 
to travel free on Express, 
LSS and Deluxe govern-
ment buses in metropol-
itan and urban areas, 
besides regular-fare 
buses in suburban and 
hilly regions. There will 
be no income ceiling or 
restriction on the num-
ber of trips. The scheme 
will begin on October 2 
and is expected to cost 
the state Rs 6,000 crore 
annually.

Vijay also announced 
the first phase of the 
Annapoorani Super Six 
scheme, under which 
three free LPG cylinders 
will be provided annu-
ally to eligible families. 
The cylinder cost will be 
directly credited to ben-
eficiaries’ bank accounts. 
The initiative is expected 
to benefit over 1.3 crore 

families and will be 
launched during Pongal 
2027, with an annual allo-
cation of  Rs 4,000 crore.

In another major 
announcement, Vijay 
said the proposed Paran-
dur greenfield airport 
project would be shelved 
and an alternative loca-

tion identified. The deci-
sion follows prolonged 
opposition from farmers 
and villagers concerned 
about losing agricultural 
land and the environ-
mental impact of the 
project. The Chief Min-
ister said around 55 per 
cent of the proposed 
site consisted of wet-
lands and waterbodies, 
raising concerns about 
flooding and runway 
safety. He emphasized 
that the government 
supports development 
but would not permit 

an airport project that 
adversely affects local 
communities. The gov-
ernment plans to iden-
tify an alternative site 
through detailed tech-
nical and environmen-
tal assessments. Mean-
while, a fifth terminal 
is proposed at Chennai 
International Airport, 
Meenambakkam, to 
increase annual passen-
ger-handling capacity 
by 20 million. With the 
third terminal also near-
ing completion, total 
capacity could eventu-
ally rise substantially.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay

FACTFILE

z He also announced 
the abandonment of 
the proposed Parandur 
Greenfield airport 
project.
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TN CM announces free bus 
travel, three LPG cylinders

“Once Tamilaga Vettri 
Kazhagam has its (own) 
MPs we will ask them to 
join the INDIA alliance.”

B Manickam Tagore 
TNCC President & MP

Power  
tarrif hike 
SRINAGAR: The Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
and the Apni Party on 
Monday held separate 
protests in Jammu and 
Kashmir against the 
proposed 6.83 per cent 
electricity tariff hike, 
which is scheduled to 
take effect from Sep-
tember 1.

PDP leaders and 
workers gathered out-
side the party office 
near the General Post 
Office, carrying plac-
ards and raising slo-
gans against the tariff 
increase ordered by 
the Joint Electricity 
Regulatory Commis-
sion last week. The 
protesters attempted 
to march towards Resi-
dency Road, but police 
personnel deployed for 
maintaining law and 
order stopped them.

Meanwhile, Apni 
Party leaders and work-
ers staged a separate 
demonstration at Press 
Enclave near Pratap 
Park. They strongly 
opposed the tariff 
hike and demanded its 
immediate withdrawal.

The Apni Party also 
urged the National 
Conference-led gov-
ernment to honour its 
electoral commitment 
of providing 200 units 
of free electricity to 
every household each 
month. Its protesters 
too attempted to march 
onto the main road 
but were prevented by 
police.

Briefs
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PUDUCHERRY:  Puducherry Lt Gover-
nor K. Kailashnathan on Monday said 
the Union Territory’s economy has 
continued to grow steadily, highlight-
ing several indicators of all-round 
development during his customary 
address to the territorial Assembly at 
the start of the budget session.

He said Puducherry’s Gross State 
Domestic Product growth rose from 
-2.21% in 2020-21 to 8.12% in 2025-26, 
exceeding the national GDP growth 
rate. Overall receipts increased by 
8.51% to Rs 13,397.69 crore in 2025-
26, while the UT’s own receipts rose 
11.44% to Rs 7,631.53 crore.

Overall expenditure increased 
6.53% to Rs 13,111.45 crore. Capi-
tal expenditure recorded a notable 
71.09% rise, increasing from Rs 447.48 
crore to Rs 765.59 crore. Per capita 
income was also reported to have 
increased to Rs 3,44,926 in 2026-27.

Kailashnathan thanked the Cen-
tre for its support and said Rs 227.34 
crore was released to Puducherry 
under the Special Assistance to States 

for Capital Investment scheme in 
2025-26.

He highlighted major infrastruc-
ture and employment initiatives, 
including a proposed Rs 1,500-crore 
elevated corridor from Natesan 
Nagar to Mullodai and four-laning of 
NH-32. An IT and ITES SEZ at That-
tanchavady, costing Rs 725 crore, is 
expected to generate around 30,000 
direct and indirect jobs over the next 
decade.

A multimodal SEZ at Karasur, 
spread across 213.12 acres with an 
estimated investment of Rs 2,500 
crore, is expected to create nearly 
40,000 employment opportunities.

The UT has also launched the Rs 
4,750-crore Puducherry Integrated 
Urban Livability Improvement Proj-
ect with Asian Development Bank 
assistance to strengthen urban infra-
structure across Puducherry, Karai-
kal, Mahe and Yanam.

A discussion on the motion of 
thanks to the Lt Governor’s address is 
scheduled for Tuesday.

LG & CM OF PUDUCHERRY MEET
Lt Governor outlines Puducherry’s  

growth in Assembly speech

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Three new-
borns died after a fire 
broke out in the Neona-
tal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU) of the District 
Women’s Hospital in 
Amravati, Maharashtra, 
early Monday. Officials 
said 36 other newborns 
were safely rescued and 
shifted to a secure loca-
tion.

Maharashtra Health 
Minister Prakashrao Abit-
kar expressed grief over 
the incident and said 
hospital staff made every 
possible effort to save 
the infants. He stated 
that the medical team 
provided ventilator sup-
port and attempted to 
rescue the children, but 
unfortunately could not 
save the three newborns. 
The tragedy triggered 

strong reactions from 
opposition leaders, who 
demanded accountabil-
ity and comprehensive 
safety audits of hospitals 
across Maharashtra. For-
mer state home minister 
and NCP (SP) leader Anil 
Deshmukh recalled the 
2021 Bhandara hospital 
fire, in which 10 infants 
died. He alleged that rec-
ommendations made by 
the committee appointed 

after that incident had 
not been implemented. 
He demanded immediate 
fire and electrical audits 
of hospitals statewide.

Congress leader 
and former minister 
Yashomati Thakur, who 
visited the hospital, 
questioned the reported 
claim that a ventilator 
blast caused the fire. She 
said a similar incident 
had reportedly occurred 

at the hospital earlier 
and raised concerns 
about equipment, elec-
trical connections, doc-
tors, and other health-
care facilities. She also 
sought details about the 
ventilator supplier and 
demanded accountabil-
ity.

Amravati MLA Ravi 
Rana, a BJP ally, said a 
similar fire had occurred 
around three years ago 
and questioned how 
another tragedy could 
occur after the hospital 
moved to a new building. 
He called for an inquiry 
into possible negligence.

Hospital fire triggers 
safety audit debate

On Monday, a massive fire broke out at a district  
women’s hospital in Amravati.

HIGHLIGHT

z Fact File: Three 
newborns died in 
the NICU while 36 
other newborns were 
rescued safely.
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Ranveer Singh recalls 
difficult phase before 

‘Dhurandhar’ 
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Ektaa R Kapoor and Amar Butala’s 
upcoming horror-comedy “Hero Ki 
Horrorine” is set to release on January 
7, 2027. Directed by Sajid Khan, the 
film is presented by Balaji Telefilms 
Ltd and produced by Shobha Kapoor, 
Ektaa R Kapoor and Amar Butala. The 
movie promises a blend of supernat-
ural thrills, comedy, romance and 
entertainment. Govinda’s son Yash-
vardhan Ahuja will make his acting 
debut with the project alongside his 
mother, Sunita Ahuja. “Laapataa 
Ladies” actor Nitanshi Goel will head-
line the film opposite Ahuja. The cast 
also features Jamie Lever, Chunky 
Pandey, Brijendra Kala and Simrat 
Kaur Randhawa in key roles.

Nayanthara has once again proved that simple tra-
ditional fashion can make a stunning statement. The 
actor looked graceful in an airy white saree featuring a 
delicate gold border, making it an ideal inspiration for 
Onam celebrations. She paired the saree with a simple 
sleeveless white blouse, keeping the overall look ele-
gant and effortless. A layered gold necklace, delicate 
earrings, bangles and a statement watch added subtle 
festive charm without making the outfit feel heavy. Her 
neatly wrapped bun, decorated with jasmine flowers, 
beautifully complemented the Kerala-inspired look.

Bollywood

‘Hero Ki Horrorine’ set 
for January 2027 release

Fashion

Nayanthara’s white saree is 
Onam perfection

@milindrunning

Milind Soman shares 
selfie with Gulshan Grover
Fitness enthusiast and actor Milind 
Soman met actor Gulshan Grover at 
the airport. On Sunday, the ‘Emer-
gency’ actor shared a fun selfie with 
Gulshan on his official Instagram 
account, giving fans a glimpse of 
their cheerful airport encounter.

@twinklerkhanna

Twinkle Khanna shares 
adorable pet moment
Twinkle Khanna shared a glimpse 
of her bond with pet dog Mr 
Jeeves, revealing his hilarious yet 
sad reaction to her packing for 
a trip. She also joked about their 
similar emotions.

Bollywood actor Arjun Rampal 
and his longtime girlfriend Gabri-
ella Demetriades have officially 
registered their marriage in Goa. 
The couple completed the formal-
ities at the Sub-Registrar’s office in 
Mapusa, North Goa, in the presence 
of close friends. Their marriage was 
registered under Goa’s Uniform 
Civil Code. Rampal and Demetria-

des, who currently live near Panaji, 
arrived at the registrar’s office in 
casual outfits. Demetriades is a 
South African national. The couple 
had obtained special permission to 
skip the mandatory 15-day waiting 
period between the first and second 
signatures. Their marriage certifi-
cate is expected to be handed over 
after 15 days, according to officials.

“I have to say I was 
given all the love, all 
the support and all 
the encouragement, 
even at a time when 
my movies were not 
doing well,” Ranveer 
said. He acknowledged 
that career fluctuations 
are inevitable, adding, 
“Career hai, ups and 
downs hote rehte hain. 
But to have received that 

kind of support meant a 
lot to me.” Dhurandhar 
has since transformed the 
conversation around Ran-
veer’s box-office stand-
ing. The two-part action 
franchise has report-
edly earned more than 
Rs 3,000 crore globally 
during its theatrical run, 
emerging as one of Indian 
cinema’s biggest suc-
cesses.

The bollywood hot pair
Arjun and Gabriella  
begin married life 

“Priyadarshan is like Clint Eastwood, senior 
and calm. He reminds me of my dad. Both 
cricketers and both lost an eye but great in 

their professional space. Priyadarshan gives 
you just one take so you have to make quick 
decisions as an actor and he wraps up shoot 

in time every single day.”
Saif Ali Khan 

Web Series

‘Operation Safed Sagar’ 
set for bigger stories
Netflix is planning to build a franchise 
around its popular military series 
“Operation Safed Sagar”, with spe-
cial operations at the heart of future 
stories. Tanya Bami, Series Head at 
Netflix India, said the team is already 
developing new projects with the 
creators and collaborators of the 
show. The six-episode series, based 
on the Indian Air Force’s role in the 
1999 Kargil War, has received a strong 
global response since its August 7 
release. It has featured in Netflix’s 
Global Top 10 Non-English TV List 
and ranked among the Top 10 in 40 
countries. The team hopes future 
stories will offer fresh narratives and 
bigger scales.

Prakash  
Raj’s new  

musical series  
Prakash Raj’s upcoming 
Telugu series ‘Jagamae 
Sangeetham’ explores 
Carnatic music, family 

legacy and rivalries. Also 
starring Meka Srikanth, 
Madhubala and others, 
the Prime Video series 

will premiere on Septem-
ber 4 with Tamil dubs.

Bobby  
Deol returns as 

Baba Nirala  
Bobby Deol has begun 
shooting for ‘Aashram’ 
Season 4, reprising his 
popular role as Baba 
Nirala. Directed by 

Prakash Jha, the highly 
anticipated series is 

expected to return on 
MX Player with its origi-

nal ensemble cast.

‘Jai Durga’ 
showcases divine 

Shakti   
‘The Revolutionaries’ 
has unveiled its devo-

tional track ‘Jai Durga’, 
celebrating Maa Dur-
ga’s divine power and 

strength. Composed by 
Shreyas Prashant Puranik 
and sung by Raja Hasan, 

Altamash Faridi and 
Divya Kumar, the song 

releases ahead.

The Odyssey 
arrives on  
OTT soon   

Christopher Nolan’s epic 
‘The Odyssey’ is heading 
to OTT after its theatri-
cal run. Starring Matt 

Damon, Tom Holland and 
Anne Hathaway, the film 
will be available digitally 

from November 17 for 
viewers to rent or buy.

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

Michelle Pfeiffer slams 
retirement buzz as ‘ridiculous’  

Central Chronicle News

The actor says 
continued support 
helped him remain 
confident during 
challenging times.

R anveer Singh has 
opened up about a 
challenging phase 

in his career before the 
success of Aditya Dhar’s 
Dhurandhar, saying the 
support he received 
during his low period 
made the backing for 
the ambitious franchise 
particularly meaning-
ful. Speaking in Reliance 
documentary ‘Parvah 
Hai Toh Parivar Hai’, 
Ranveer acknowledged 
that bringing Dhurand-
har to life was far from 
easy. He credited the Jio 
team and the Ambani 
family for supporting 
the project with con-
viction despite its scale 
and risks. “Dhurandhar 
was not an easy film to 
mount; it was not an easy 
film to execute. There 
were several challenges,” 
Ranveer said. He added 
that the team needed 
people willing to back 
the film and believe it 
could break new ground. 
The actor also reflected 
on his career at the 
time, admitting that his 
movies had not always 
performed well. He said 
he continued to receive 
love, encouragement and 
support despite the set-
backs. 

Central Chronicle News

Hollywood star 
Michelle Pfeiffer has 
dismissed retirement 
rumours, calling the 
speculation “the most 
ridiculous thing.” The 
68-year-old actress 
addressed the reports 
during an appearance 
on “The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon”, 
clarifying comments 
that had sparked ques-
tions about her future in 
films. Pfeiffer explained 
that she had previously 
said she did not want to 
star in another movie, 
but insisted her words 
were taken out of con-
text. She said she loves 

working with ensem-
ble casts and remains 
open to taking on more 
films. The actress also 
pointed out that she 
has recently worked on 
several ensemble proj-
ects, including “Oh. 
What. Fun.”, “The Mad-
ison” and “Margo”. 
Her clarification came 
after reports suggested 
that she was consider-
ing stepping away from 

acting. Pfeiffer’s career 
spans more than four 
decades, with acclaimed 
performances in films 
including “Scarface” and 
“Dangerous Liaisons”. 
She has received three 
Academy Award nomi-
nations for “Dangerous 
Liaisons”, “The Fabu-
lous Baker Boys” and 
“Love Field”. Pfeiffer 
also became a pop-cul-
ture icon as Selina Kyle, 
or Catwoman, in “Bat-
man Returns”. 

She later joined the 
Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse as Janet Van Dyne 
in “Ant-Man and the 
Wasp: Quantumania”.

Ranveer Singh is 
currently working 
on Pralay.

Ranveer Singh recalls a difficult career phase  
before Dhurandhar changed his fortunes.

HIGHLIGHT

z Michelle Pfeiffer 
dismisses retirement 
rumours, saying she 
remains open to  
new films.
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&Glitters

Michelle Pfeiffer has dismissed 
retirement rumours.

Arjun Bijlani 
meets with car 

accident    
Arjun Bijlani recently 

met with a car accident 
while returning from a 

promotional shoot for his 
upcoming Netflix show 
‘Chumbak’. The actor 

and everyone accompa-
nying him are safe, with 

no injuries reported.
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z Located near Walong, 
Dong offers nature, culture 
and spectacular landscapes.

HIGHLIGHT

z Digital safaris, 14-D 
cinema and holograms 
create an immersive 
experience.
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‘Dong’-India’s 
credible 

vantage point 
with the Sun

Excursion
WindowView
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Indore opens India’s first virtual zoo for wildlife lovers
Central Chronicle News

Explore wildlife 
without entering for-
ests in Indore

I magine exploring a jun-
gle, watching wild animals 
and experiencing a safari 

without actually entering 
a forest. Indore now offers 
visitors exactly that with 
what has been described as 
India’s first virtual zoo, blend-
ing immersive technology, 
digital visuals and wildlife 
education. Located inside 
the Kamla Nehru Zoological 
Garden, the new attraction 
was inaugurated on August 
16, 2026. Developed under 
a public-private partnership 
model, the 8,000-square-foot 
facility reportedly involved 
an investment of around Rs 
4.5 crore. Its key attractions 
include a 14-D cinema and a 
Digital Jungle Safari. Unlike a 
conventional zoo, the virtual 
experience uses VR, 3D visu-
als, projections and interac-
tive simulations to recreate 
forests, wildlife habitats and 

ecosystems. Visitors can learn 
about animals, biodiversity 
and conservation while expe-
riencing a digitally recreated 
safari. The 14-D cinema is 
designed to make the experi-
ence more immersive. Mov-
ing seats, vibrations, wind, 
water, and rain and motion 

simulation can accompany 
the visuals, while VR glasses 
add another layer to the vir-
tual journey. The attraction 
also includes a Hologram Zoo, 
Digital Garden, Digital Maze 
and Digital Experience Zone. 
Visitors can explore a glow 
garden featuring fibre-optic 
lighting, a roar-themed maze 
and a mirror bridge with a 
Hanuman hologram. A cafete-
ria is also available within the 
premises. For families, espe-
cially children, the facility 
offers a combination of enter-
tainment and digital learn-
ing. It can introduce visitors 
to wildlife, animal behaviour 
and conservation challenges 
such as habitat loss, poaching 
and human-wildlife conflict.

The virtual zoo is open 
Tuesday to Sunday from 10 
am to 6 pm and remains 
closed on Mondays. Tickets 
are priced at Rs 70 per per-
son, with 16 shows sched-
uled daily. For travellers 
visiting Indore, this new 
attraction adds another 
experience to a city already 
famous for its food culture 
and bustling Sarafa Bazaar.

Sunrise over Arunachal’s remote hills.

Misty 
Woods and 
Mysterious 
Whispers 

Kurseong’s 
misty Dow Hill 
is wrapped 
in eerie local 
legends. Stories 
speak of a 
headless boy 

who appears before disappearing into the dense woods. 
Visitors have also reported unexplained footsteps 
and strange echoes around the area. The surrounding 
pine forests and frequent fog add to its mysterious 
atmosphere. Nearby boarding schools have become part 
of the haunting folklore, making Kurseong an intriguing 
destination for travellers drawn to unusual stories, 
legends and supernatural tales for curious visitors and 
travellers too, indeed.

The Tunnel with a Ghost

Shimla may be 
known for colonial 
charm, but its 
haunted stories 
add another 
layer of mystery. 
Tunnel No. 33 
on the Kalka-
Shimla railway is 
associated with 
Colonel Barog, 
an engineer who 
died by suicide. 
Local lore says 
his presence still 

lingers around the tunnel. Some visitors report hearing 
laughter and conversations in darkness. Surrounded 
by hills and railway heritage, the tunnel remains one 
of Shimla’s most talked-about locations for visitors 
interested in history, mystery and paranormal folklore 
for many visitors.

Footsteps Haunt 
This Heritage 
House

Kalimpong’s Morgan 
House is surrounded 
by colonial history 
and a long-running 
ghost story. 
According to local 
folklore, the spirit 
of Lady Morgan 
is believed to 
remain connected 
with the heritage 

property. Guests have reportedly heard high heels 
moving across wooden stairs at night. The mansion’s 
old-world architecture, quiet surroundings and misty 
hillscape create an atmospheric setting for such tales. 
Morgan House therefore remains one of Kalimpong’s 
most intriguing destinations for travellers fascinated by 
legends and mystery late at night today too.

Abandoned 
Mines Hold 
Chilling 
Legends

Mussoorie’s 
abandoned 
Lambi Dehar 
Mines carry a 
grim history 
that has fuelled 
decades of 
haunting 

stories. The mines are associated with the deaths of 
numerous workers, and local accounts describe an 
unsettling atmosphere around the deserted site. Visitors 
have claimed to hear screams and encounter strange 
sensations near the isolated roads. Tales of unexplained 
accidents have further strengthened its reputation. 
Surrounded by overgrown slopes and silence, Lambi 
Dehar offers a darker contrast to Mussoorie’s otherwise 
scenic and popular holiday setting today still.

Khandala’s Misty 
Ghost Stories

Khandala’s winding 
mountain roads 
become especially 
atmospheric when 
mist covers the 
ghats. Local folklore 
tells of a colonial-
era soldier’s ghost 
said to wander near 
railway tracks and 
isolated bends. 
Strange sightings 
have added an eerie 
dimension to the scenic landscape. Low visibility, 
quiet roads and dense greenery can make the 
surroundings mysterious after sunset. While these 
tales remain part of local folklore, they continue to 
fascinate visitors exploring Khandala’s dramatic hills, 
viewpoints and historic routes after sunset too.

Before most Indians wake, 
this remote village welcomes 

sunlight first.

I ndia’s first rays of sun-
light can be witnessed in 
the remote Dong Valley of 

Arunachal Pradesh, where 
travelers trek before dawn 
for a spectacular Himalayan 
sunrise. Located in Anjaw 
district, near Walong and 
along the Lohit River, Dong 
is widely recognised as one of 
the country’s earliest sunrise 
points.

The village gained national 
attention in 1999 because of 

its association with India’s 
earliest sunrise. Interest grew 
further around the turn of the 
millennium, when visitors 
travelled to the region hop-
ing to witness the first sunrise 
of January 1, 2000. Watch-
ing the sunrise here requires 
some effort. Visitors gener-
ally begin their journey well 
before dawn and trek through 
forested hills to reach a view-
point overlooking the valley. 
As the darkness gradually 
lifts, the mountains and val-
leys are illuminated by the 
first golden light, making the 
early morning journey worth-
while. Sunrise timings vary 
through the year, so travellers 
should check locally before 

planning their trek.
Dong’s appeal extends 

beyond its sunrise. Nearby 
Walong, around 7 km away, 
offers scenic mountain land-
scapes, while Kibithu is 
known as one of India’s east-
ernmost inhabited areas. The 
Lohit River, pine-covered hills 
and local Meyor culture add to 
the region’s charm. Because 
Dong lies close to the India-
China-Myanmar tri-junction, 
travellers should follow local 

regulations, obtain required 
permits and check security 
advisories before visiting.

Reaching Dong involves 
planning. Dibrugarh is the 
nearest major airport, while 
New Tinsukia is the clos-
est major railway station. 
Road journeys generally 
pass through Tinsukia, Tezu, 
Hayuliang and Walong before 
reaching the village.

For travellers willing 
to venture into Arunachal 
Pradesh’s remote eastern 
landscape, Dong offers an 
unforgettable experience: 
watching daylight arrive in 
India from one of its earliest 
vantage points in the country.

India’s first virtual 
Zoo in Indore.



Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  Men’s singles 
has entered a truly open 
era, with a widening pool 
of contenders making sus-
tained dominance increas-
ingly difficult, players 
believe.

World champion Alex 
Lanier of France and 
world No. 7 Victor Lai are 
among those who feel the 
gap between established 
stars and emerging chal-

lengers has narrowed. The 
demanding modern cal-
endar and physical nature 
of the game have made 
season-long consistency 
harder.

Lanier said players 
face strong opposition 
from the opening round, 
unlike previous eras dom-
inated by legends such as 
Lin Dan, Lee Chong Wei 
and Viktor Axelsen. More 
tournaments and greater 
depth mean even top- ranked competitors risk 

early elimination.
The recent World 

Championships illus-
trated that unpredict-
ability. India’s world No. 
22 Ayush Shetty stunned 
defending champion and 
world No. 1 Shi Yu Qi in 
the opening round. Den-
mark’s 26th-ranked Ras-
mus Gemke defeated All 
England champion Lin 
Chun-Yi, while Indonesia’s 
world No. 3 Jonatan Chris-
tie suffered an upset.

Press Trust Of India

Krishna and Suthar 
struck early, leaving 
Sri Lanka reeling at 
eight-two overnight.

COLOMBO:   Dhruv Jurel’s 
unbeaten century and 
two early wickets put 
India firmly in control 
against Sri Lanka despite 
rain disrupting the sec-
ond day’s play Monday.

Colombo: Jurel 
answered concerns over 
his form with a com-
posed, unbeaten 115, 
powering India to 503 for 
nine declared in the sec-
ond Test at the SSC. Sri 
Lanka then stumbled to 
8 for two at stumps, still 
trailing by 495 runs.

Prasidh Krishna 
dismissed Lahiru 
Udara, while Manav 
Suthar removed Pra-
bath Jayasuriya before 
bad weather curtailed 
India’s attempt to press 
home their advantage. 
Kamil Mishara remained 
unbeaten on five when 
play ended at 5.51 pm.

The day, however, 
belonged to Jurel. Fol-
lowing his 51 in the 
opening Test at Galle, 
the wicketkeeper-batter 
produced a near-flawless 
177-ball innings built on 
patience, sound judg-
ment and controlled 
aggression. His second 
Test hundred confirmed 
a timely return to form 
after a barren run of 
eight innings.

India benefited greatly 

from Jurel’s two impor-
tant partnerships. He 
added 112 runs for the 
seventh wicket with Rish-
abh Pant, rescuing the 
visitors from 307 for six 
and carrying them to 419. 
He later shared a 39-run 

stand with Suthar, taking 
India closer to the 500-
run mark.

Jurel initially played 
the supporting role 
after Pant resumed his 
innings, having retired 
hurt on Sunday follow-

ing a blow to his fore-
arm. Pant countered 
Sri Lanka’s pacers with 
characteristic courage, 
scoring 63 despite fac-
ing a sustained barrage 
of short deliveries from 
Asitha Fernando and 

Lahiru Kumara.
Pant hooked Kumara 

for six and reached his 
half-century in 81 balls 
before celebrating with 
another maximum off 
Jayasuriya. His adven-
turous innings ended 
immediately after lunch 
when he lofted Keshara 
Nuwantha to Udara.

Jurel then assumed 
responsibility with 
impressive maturity. 
Comfortable against pace 
and spin, he reached fifty 
from 97 balls and rarely 
appeared troubled. Rain 
interrupted play when 
he was five short of his 
hundred, causing a delay 
of almost two hours.

On resumption, Jurel 
completed his century 
with a quick single off 
Fernando from his 171st 
delivery. He celebrated 
by displaying his “Jai 
Jawan, Jai Kisan” tattoo, 
then accelerated with 
two sixes off Fernando.

His innings combined 
discipline with timely 
aggression, offering fur-
ther evidence that India’s 
lower order can with-
stand pressure and con-
vert promising positions 
into decisive first-innings 
advantages away from 
home as well.

Captain Shubman Gill 
declared shortly after 
India crossed 500, seek-
ing late wickets. Krishna 
and Suthar duly deliv-
ered, ensuring India 
ended a weather-short-
ened day in complete 
command.

Akshay Bhatia 
finishes tied 
12th at BMW 
Championship
ST LOUIS: Akshay Bhatia 
closed the week in style 
with an eagle-birdie 
finish, carding a two-
under 68 to sign off tied 
12th at the 2026 BMW 
Championship and 
retain his 15th position 
in the FedExCup stand-
ings. He was only one 
of the three Indian-ori-
gin players to make the 
Tour Championships, 
for which only the Top-
30 make it. Bhatia, who 
began the week 15th 
in the standings, pro-
duced a strong final 
round to finish com-
fortably inside the top 
30 and qualify for next 
week’s season-ending 
TOUR Championship. 
His eagle-birdie fin-
ish provided a fitting 
close to another strong 
week in the FedExCup 
Playoffs. Overall Bhatia 
had three birdies and 
an eagle against three 
bogeys. 

| DOMINANCE FACES CHALLENGE |

Men’s singles enters open era as dominance fades

Press Trust Of India

brahim Zadran begins 
his full-time captaincy 
as Afghanistan hosts 
India in Delhi.

KABUL:  Ibrahim Zadran 
will lead Afghanistan in 
September’s three-match 
T20I home series against 
India. The opening batter 
was named Afghanistan’s 
full-time T20I captain on 
Monday, making the tour 
his first assignment in the 
role.

All three matches will 
be played at New Del-
hi’s Feroz Shah Kotla 
from September 13 to 
17, although the contest 
is Afghanistan’s home 
series.

Fast bowler Naveen-
ul-Haq returns after 
recovering from a stress 
fracture in his shoulder. 
The injury forced him to 
miss Afghanistan’s series 

against the West Indies 
and the 2026 T20 World 
Cup.

Naveen strength-
ens a pace unit featur-
ing Fazal Haq Farooqi, 
Abdullah Ahmadzai and 
all-rounder Azmatullah 
Omarzai. All-rounder 
Gulbadin Naib also 
returns, offering batting 
depth and another bowl-

ing option.
Rashid Khan heads the 

spin department along-
side Noor Ahmad and 
Nangyal Kharoti, while 
all-rounder Mohammad 
Nabi provides experience 
and balance.

Uncapped wicket-
keeper-batter Noor Rah-
man has earned selection 
as Rahmanullah Gurbaz’s 

understudy following 
performances in domes-
tic cricket, the Shpageeza 
Cricket League and for 
the A team.

ACB chief executive 
Naseeb Khan said selec-
tors had assembled a 
balanced, fully pre-
pared squad and hoped 
Afghanistan would 
deliver outstanding per-
formances.

The team will arrive 
in India shortly to begin 
training and complete its 
final preparations.

| Z A D R A N  T A K E S  C H A R G E  |
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Aligning our season with 
the DP World Tour creates 

greater opportunities 
for our leading players 
to make an immediate 

impact
Kapil Dev 

President, DP World PGTI
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TEMPERS DRAW PENALTIES

Jaiswal, Fernando fined 25 percent of 
match fee for heated exchange

DUBAI: India opener Yashasvi Jaiswal 
and Sri Lanka pacer Asitha Fernando 
were fined 25 per cent of their match 
fees after clashing during the second 
Test in Colombo. Both received one 
demerit point for breaching Arti-
cle 2.12 of the ICC Code of Conduct, 
covering inappropriate physical con-
tact. The confrontation occurred 
after Fernando dismissed Jaiswal in 

the 17th over. The pair exchanged 
words before leaning towards each 
other and making head contact. Both 
admitted their offences and accepted 
sanctions proposed by match referee 
Andy Pycroft, avoiding hearings. 
Neither had committed an offence 
during the previous 24 months. The 
four match officials filed the charge. 
Level One violations can attract rep-

Ibrahim Zadran to lead Afghanistan 
against India in T20I series

Jurel’s hundred gives India 
command over SL in 2nd Test

Dhruv Jurel’s unbeaten century and two early wickets put India firmly in control 
against Sri Lanka despite rain disrupting the second day’s play Monday.

KANIZSA: Indian Grandmaster Pranesh 
M captured the Kanizsa Open chess 
title after defeating Germany’s Vadim 
Petrovskiy in a final round. Playing 
with the white pieces, the 19-year-
old overcame Petrovskiy in the ninth 
round to secure the championship. 
Pranesh, rated 2673, occupies 44th 
place in the FIDE world rankings. The 
Karaikudi-born player from Tamil 
Nadu completed the tournament with 
seven points from nine rounds. Or 
Bronstein, Andrei Volokitin and fel-
low Indian Karthik Venkataraman also 
finished on seven points. The Indian 
Embassy in Hungary congratulated 
Pranesh, describing his triumph at 
the 2026 tournament in Nagykanizsa 
as brilliant. It praised Indian chess tal-
ent for shining globally and noted that 
Hungary remained a happy hunting 
ground for the country’s players. PTI

PRANESH CLAIMS CROWN

Pranesh M clinches Kanizsa Open crown 
with thrilling final-round victory

KCL POWERS INDIA

GCT GRAND FINALE

NEW DELHI:  The Kabaddi Champions 
League will provide seven members 
of India’s 12-player squad for the Asian 
Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, from 
September 19 to October 4. India, 
the competition’s successful kabaddi 
nation, has claimed eight gold medals 
in nine editions since the sport’s 1990 
introduction. The selected KCL players 
are Sunil Malik, Ayan Lauchab, Devank 
Dalal, Ashu Malik, Rahul Setpal, Jaideep 
Dahiya and Ankit Jaglan. They represent 
seven Haryana-based franchises in the 
league, which offers grassroots and 
regional talent a competitive platform. 
KCL chairman and Dronacharya Award 
recipient Balwan Singh will serve as 
India’s head coach. Malik and Lauchab 
credited the league with providing valu-
able experience, confidence and oppor-
tunities, while pledging their best efforts 
for India.PTI

ST. LOUIS (USA): Grandmaster R Pragg-
nanandhaa defeated Germany’s Vincent 
Keymer to establish a 9-3 lead and near 
the Grand Chess Tour final. Keymer con-
trolled the encounter and threatened 
Praggnanandhaa’s king, but a tactical error 
changed the game. The Indian gained posi-
tional advantages before Keymer resigned 
on move 55 under mounting pressure. 
Praggnanandhaa now requires six points 

to qualify for the final of the USD 450,000 
tournament. Two rapid games and four 
blitz encounters remain in their semifinal 
match. In the other semifinal, American 
Fabiano Caruana squandered a winning 
position against compatriot Wesley So, 
who fought back to secure a draw after 
50 moves. The winner will receive USD 
200,000, while the runner-up earns USD 
125,000.  PTI

KCL provides backbone to India’s 
kabaddi squad for Asian Games

Praggnanandhaa beats Keymer to 
stake his claim for finals

It is becoming 
increasingly difficult 

in men’s singles to 
win one tournament 

and then win 
another one the 
following week. 

 Alex Lanier 
World Badminton Champion

HIGHLIGHT

z  Naveen-ul-Haq returns 
from injury, strengthening 
Afghanistan’s pace attack 
for the India series.

z Uncapped Noor 
Rahman joins a balanced 
squad featuring Rashid 
Khan and Nabi.
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Argentina scored 
twice inside six min-
utes, immediately 
undermining India’s 
qualification challenge 
hopes.

AMSTELVEEN: India 
entered the Pool E encoun-
ter requiring victory by at 
least three goals to retain 
any realistic chance of 
reaching the last four. 
Instead, Argentina struck 
twice inside six minutes, 
leaving India chasing the 
match almost from the 
opening whistle.

Argentina had beaten 
India twice in the Pro 
League earlier this year, 
reinforcing their superi-
ority.

Joaquin Toscani 
scored after only 39 sec-
onds, receiving the ball 
on the right and firing 
beyond goalkeeper Mohit 
HS. Nicolas Della Torre 
doubled Argentina’s 
advantage from a pen-
alty corner in the sixth 
minute after another 
defensive lapse.

India responded 
with greater urgency 
and reduced the def-
icit through Sukhjeet 
Singh in the 10th minute. 
Abhishek supplied the 
pass from the left, allow-
ing Sukhjeet to unleash 
a powerful diagonal fin-

ish. India created further 
openings before half-
time but poor control 
and inaccurate passing 
repeatedly disrupted 
promising attacks.

Trailing 2-1 at the 
interval, India needed a 
commanding second-half 
response. Argentina, 
however, remained 
sharper and punished 
more defensive uncer-
tainty. Tomas Domene 
made it 3-1 in the 33rd 
minute, driving a reverse 

hit through India’s disor-
ganised defence for his 
seventh goal of the tour-
nament.

India then earned 
four consecutive penalty 
corners but failed to con-
vert any of them. Cap-
tain Harmanpreet Singh 
saw attempts blocked 
or sent over the goal, 
while another promising 
opportunity involving 
Yashdeep Siwach and Dil-
preet Singh went unfin-
ished.

Domene extended 
Argentina’s lead from a 
penalty stroke in the 45th 
minute, registering his 
eighth tournament goal. 
Lucas Toscani added the 
fifth in the 53rd minute, 
finding space inside the 
circle before scoring with 
a reverse strike.

India staged a late 
recovery without seri-
ously threatening Argen-
tina’s victory. Sukhjeet 
collected a pass from 
Mandeep Singh and 

scored his second field 
goal in the 58th minute. 
Hardik Singh converted 
a penalty stroke a minute 
later, reducing the mar-
gin to two goals.

The late flourish could 
not disguise India’s 
recurring problems in 
possession and defence. 
They frequently surren-
dered the ball, failed 
to finish chances and 
allowed Argentina too 
much room around the 
circle.

Central Chronicle News

Dave will manage 
India’s women at the 
2026 T20 Asia Cup.

RAIPUR:  The Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
has appointed Rajesh Dave 
as manager of the Indian 
women’s cricket team 
for the continental tour-
nament, scheduled from 
August 28 to September 13 
at the Dubai International 
Cricket Stadium.

Dave brings experience 
in cricket administration 
and team management. He 
previously served as sec-
retary of the Chhattisgarh 
State Cricket Association 
and represented his state 
in the Ranji Trophy.

This will not be his 
first assignment with the 
national women’s side. 
Dave was the team man-
ager during India’s tour of 
Australia in 2019, giving 
him experience of handling 
responsibilities around an 
international squad.

India have been drawn 
in Group A alongside Paki-
stan, Hong Kong and Thai-
land. They will begin their 
campaign against Thailand 
on August 30 before facing 
Hong Kong on September 
3. Their final group fixture, 
against Pakistan, is sched-
uled for September 5.

The tournament’s 
semifinal matches will be 
played on September 10 
and 11, with the title clash 
set for September 13.

As manager, Dave will 
oversee administrative 
and logistical responsibil-
ities, helping the players 
and support staff remain 
focused throughout the 
competition. His familiar-

ity with domestic cricket 
structures and previous 
international assignment 
are expected to assist him 
in coordinating the team’s 
requirements during the 

tournament.
Office-bearers of the 

Chhattisgarh State Cricket 
Association congratulated 
Dave on his appointment 
and extended their best 
wishes for the Asia Cup. 
They described the selec-
tion as a significant achieve-
ment and expressed confi-
dence in his ability to serve 
the national side effec-
tively.

The appointment also 
brings recognition to 
Chhattisgarh cricket, with 
one of its former players 
and administrators receiv-
ing another important role 
with the Indian team. India 
will seek a strong group-
stage performance before 
turning their attention to 
qualification for the semi-
finals and the continental 
title.
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Rajesh Dave named 
India manager for 
Women’s Asia Cup

Argentina defeat ends India’s 
World Cup semifinal hopes
India’s World Cup semifinal hopes ended after defensive errors and missed 

chances condemned them to a 3-5 defeat against Argentina Monday.

Press Trust Of India

Gauff had five wins in 
straight sets in Cin-
cinnati.

MASON (US): Coco Gauff 
defeated fellow American 
Jessica Pegula, 6-2, 6-4, 
to capture her second 
women’s Cincinnati Open 
title, and Arthur Fils of 
France defeated American 
Frances Tiafoe 6-3, 1-6, 
6-0, in the men’s final for 
his first Masters 1000 title. 
In Saturday’s semifinals, 
Pegula beat defending 
champion Iga Swiatek and 
Gauff defeated Sara Bejlek 
to set up the first all-Amer-
ican women’s final at the 
Cincinnati Open in 56 
years.

The last time two 

American women played 
in the Cincinnati final was 
in 1970, when Rosie Casals 
beat Nancy Richey.

Pegula’s best finish in 
Cincinnati came in 2024, 
when she lost to Aryna 
Sabalenka in the final.

Gauff, who won the 
2023 title beating Karolina 
Muchova, stormed out to 
a 5-0 lead in the first set 
on Sunday before winning 

6-2. Pegula battled back to 
within 5-4 in the second 
before Gauff closed out 
the win. Gauff won five of 
six break points.

“I think it was a long 
journey, but I’m happy,” 
Gauff said. “I think it’s 
night and day, the player 
I was last year to now. I 
don’t think that this is an 
indicator that I’m going to 
do well in New York. 

Gauff beats Pegula for 2nd 
Cincinnati Open title

| C I N C I N N A T I  O P E N | Global shuttlers 
gather for Pune 
Junior Grand 
Prix
PUNE: As many as 304 
players from nine coun-
tries will participate in the 
India Junior International 
Grand Prix badminton 
tournament beginning here 
on Tuesday. The compe-
tition, in the memory of 
late Sushant Chipalkatti, 
is being organised by the 
Poona District Metropol-
itan Badminton Associa-
tion under the auspices of 
BWF, BA, BAI and MBA. 
The world No 8 in junior 
rankings Dev Ruparelia 
and world No 421 Lakshya 
Rajesh will be among the 
participants in the boys and 
girls categories. The partic-
ipants will represent coun-
tries such as the USA, UAE, 
the Netherlands, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Nepal, Malaysia, 
Bhutan and India. 

FASTFACTS

z Rajesh Dave returns 
as India women’s team 
manager after his 2019 
assignment.

z India face Thailand, 
Hong Kong and 
Pakistan in Group A 
matches in Dubai.

| S T A R S  A W A I T  Q U A L I F I E R S |
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Williams and Alcaraz 
will open against 
qualifiers.

NEW YORK:  Serena Wil-
liams and Carlos Alcaraz 
must wait until Monday’s 
qualifying tournament 
concludes to discover 
their opponents in the 
U.S. Open mixed doubles 

championship.
The pairing was 

drawn against a team 
advancing from the 
eight-team qualifying 
event. Williams, a six-
time U.S. Open singles 
champion, is returning 
to Flushing Meadows 
for the first time since 
2022. Alcaraz has twice 
won the men’s singles 
title.

Serena Williams, Alcaraz await 
qualifiers in open mixed doubles
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India needed victory, 
while a draw suited 
Australia because both 
teams had an identi-
cal goal difference of 
minus two.
 
AMSTELVEEN:     The 
Indian women’s hockey 
team produced a goall-
ess result in its must-win 
World Cup match, allow-
ing Australia to advance 
alongside the Nether-
lands.

India needed victory, 
while a draw suited Aus-
tralia because both teams 
had an identical goal dif-
ference of minus two. 
Australia progressed after 
scoring three pool-stage 
goals compared with 
India’s two.

India struggled for 
rhythm, repeatedly sur-

rendered possession and 
failed to convert several 
opportunities. Australia 
began aggressively and 
appeared to score in the 
second minute, but India 
successfully challenged 
the goal, which was ruled 
dangerous.

Veteran goalkeeper 

Savita later denied Amy 
Lawton’s reverse attempt. 
Bichu Devi, who took over 
in goal, also made saves as 
Australia continued creat-
ing chances.

India earned a penalty 
corner just before half-
time but wasted it after 
attempting a variation. 

Nikki Pradhan failed to 
control Navneet Kaur’s 
square pass, leaving the 
match scoreless at the 
interval.

Australia threatened 
again after halftime, with 
Stephanie Kershaw finding 
the side netting. Another 
goal was disallowed 
because the ball rose dan-
gerously before striking an 
Indian defender.

India’s best openings 
went unfinished. Deepika 
could not control Baljeet 
Kaur’s cross late in the 
third quarter, while con-
fusion between Navneet 
and Lalremsiami wasted 
an opportunity.

Coach Sjoerd Marijne 
withdrew goalkeeper 
Bichu during the final five 
minutes to introduce an 
extra outfield player, but 
India could not break Aus-
tralia’s defence.

| WORLD CUP HOCKEY | 

India women bow out after goalless draw with Australia



Press Trust Of India

JAKARTA: Indonesia on Monday intensified 
ground and aerial firefighting operations as huge 
blazes in central and western parts of the coun-
try scorched thousands of hectares of forests and 
peatland, created a choking haze that blanketed 
cities and crossed borders. Indonesian authori-
ties have been battling fires driven by an inten-
sifying El Nino pattern and a prolonged dry sea-
son, generating dense smoke that crossed into 
Malaysia and Brunei, according to Indonesia’s 
National Disaster Management Agency, or BNPB.

The BNPB said Monday that fires remain 
active in several regions, while large-scale sup-
pression efforts continue in fire-prone provinces 
including West, Central and South Kalimantan 
on Borneo island and in Riau, South Suma-
tra and Jambi on Sumatra island. The fires 
are part of a broader surge in wildfire activity  
across Indonesia this year.

After visiting areas devastated by forest and 
peatland fires in Central Kalimantan on Satur-
day, Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto 
flew to fire-affected Riau province on Sumatra 
island, where more than 11,500 hectares (28,400 
acres) have burned, to encourage authorities to 
get the haze cloud under control.

Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON: US forces 
have struck another vessel 
in the eastern Pacific, kill-
ing two people the Penta-
gon says were trafficking 
drugs. The US Southern 
Command announced the 
strike in a social media post  
early Monday. 

The death toll from the 
Trump administration’s 
campaign of bombing boats 
off Latin America’s Carib-

bean coast and in the east-
ern Pacific now exceeds 
210 after more than  
60 strikes.

The Joint Task Force 
Western Hemisphere “exe-
cuted a lethal kinetic strike 

on a low-profile vessel 
operating along established 
narco-trafficking routes in 
the Eastern Pacific.” 

Intelligence confirmed 
the vessel was carrying 
illegal drugs, the statement 
said.  “We are committed 
to imposing total systemic 
friction on narco-terrorists 
-- disrupting their oper-
ations, dismantling their 
leadership, and eliminat-
ing cartel terror across the  
region,” said Gen. 
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Ukrainian and foreign officials attend a ceremony marking Ukraine’s Independence Day in Kyiv, Ukraine. (AP Photo)

Japanese lawmakers visit 
Beijing seeking to mend ties
CAIRO : Authorities in 
eastern Libya said they 
executed 10 people after 
their conviction by mil-
itary courts on terror-
ism-related charges. The 
executions, announced 
Sunday, triggered con-
demnations by rights 
groups in the North 
African country that is 
divided between rival 
administrations, each 
backed by a set of militias 
and foreign governments.

The office of the mili-
tary prosecutor in eastern 

Libya said the 10 people 
were executed by firing 
squad after yearslong tri-
als. The office is overseen 
by the self-styled Libyan 
National Army, which is 
commanded by powerful 
Gen. Khalifa Hifter and 
controls the eastern and 
southern parts of Libya.
The people were con-
victed of charges rang-
ing from joint terrorist 
groups to assassinations 
of military personnel and 
civilians, the office said in 
a statement.

US strikes another boat in 
eastern Pacific, killing 2
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KYIV: European leaders 
joined President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy in Kyiv on Mon-
day for celebrations mark-
ing the 35th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Independence 
Day as Russia pressed on 
with its 4-year-old invasion 
of the country.

One of President 
Vladimir Putin’s key goals 
in starting a war with Rus-
sia’s neighbor in February 
2022 was to place Kyiv in 
Moscow’s orbit. Ukrain-
ian lawmakers voted on 

Aug. 24, 1991, to proclaim 
the country’s indepen-
dence from Moscow, and 
a nationwide referendum 
later that year overwhelm-
ingly approved it. With 
no significant changes on 
the front line for months 
and no apparent progress 
after more than a year 
of U.S.-led peace efforts, 
both countries are locked 
in a spiral of escalating 
aerial attacks that are kill-
ing civilians and smashing 
infrastructure. 

U.K. Prime Minister 
Andy Burnham, on his first 

overseas trip since taking 
office last month, joined 
almost a dozen other 
European leaders, as well 

as other dignitaries includ-
ing European Council 
President Antonio Costa, 
in Kyiv on Monday. “For 
Ukraine, independence 
is not an abstract idea. 
We defended it against all 
odds,” Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Andrii Sybiha said 
on social media. “In times 
like these, nations learn 
how important it is to 
have allies by your side.” 
Burnham was to co-chair a 
meeting of what has been 
dubbed the Coalition of 
the Willing — a group of 
countries helping Ukraine 

resist Russia’s onslaught, 
with the leaders of France 
and Germany expected 
to join online. Zelenskyy 
said in a speech at Kyiv’s 
St. Sophia Square that 
the presence of European 
leaders reflected conti-
nental fears about Russia’s 
wider ambitions.

“We all understand that 
in this Russian war against 
us — against Ukraine — far 
more is being decided 
than the future of Ukraine 
and Eastern Europe,” 
Zelenskyy said, adding 
that foreign help was vital.

European leaders mark Ukraine’s 
Independence Day in Kyiv

European leaders gathered in Kyiv with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to mark Ukraine’s 
35th Independence Day as the country continues to resist Russia’s ongoing invasion.

Indonesia intensifies aerial 
firefighting against wildfires

Briefs
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DAMASCUS: A former Islamic religious 
leader was sentenced to life in prison on 
Monday in the latest Syrian court trial of 
officials affiliated with the rule of ex-Pres-
ident Bashar Assad. Former grand mufti 
Ahmad Badreddine Hassoun, an Assad 
loyalist who was vocally in support of 
the government’s policies, was con-
victed of inciting violence and justifying 
murder. He held the position of mufti 
from 2005 to 2021, when the position  
was abolished.

Judge Fakhreddine al-Aryan, head of 
the Fourth Criminal Court in Damascus, 
said the official religious establishment 
under Assad’s rule had “justified the use 
of barrel bombs that targeted civilian 
areas and caused widespread destruc-
tion, which constitutes a violation of 
the rules of international humanitarian 
law.” Several other senior Assad-era 
officials -- including Assad himself and 
his brother, Maher -- have been sen-
tenced to death in recent weeks, many  
of them in absentia.

DHAKA: A special tribunal in Ban-
gladesh’s capital on Monday asked 
authorities to keep three jour-
nalists jailed until their trial in 
a case involving a mass uprising 
that ousted former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina from office in 2024, 
lawyers said. During the student-led 
uprising, hundreds of people were 
killed, and Hasina was later sentenced 
to death on charges of crimes against 
humanity. She fled to India two years 
ago and was tried in absentia.

The tribunal asked that Mozammel 
Babu, editor-in-chief of private Ekattor 
Television, its principal correspondent 
Farzana Rupa and Shyamal Dutta, edi-
tor of daily Bhorer Kagoj and former 
general secretary of the National Press 
Club in Dhaka, remain jailed. After 
they appeared before the tribunal on 
Monday, the judge fixed October 25 
for the next court proceedings and 
asked the investigators to submit their 
findings against the journalists.

BANGLA TRIBUNAL JOURNALISTS

B’desh tribunal orders 3 
journalists held until trial 
in 2024 uprising case

SYRIA MUFTI SENTENCED

Assad-era’s grand 
mufti sentenced to life 
in prison by court

MOSCOW: External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar on Monday called on Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, as the 
two sides discussed bilateral ties and 
global developments.Jaishankar, who 
arrived in Moscow on Sunday, is on 
a two-day visit to Russia. It comes 
ahead of Putin’s expected visit to New 
Delhi for the BRICS leaders’ summit 
on September 12-13.

The meeting assumes significance 
as India and Russia seek to deepen 
their economic engagement and 
expand cooperation in a range of 
areas. Earlier in the day, the foreign 
minister held talks with Russian First 
Deputy Prime Minister Denis Man-
turov on ways to further expand bilat-
eral trade and economic cooperation.

“The India-Russia partnership 
has consistently demonstrated resil-

ience and adaptability,” Jaishankar 
said at an event which he co-chaired 
with Manturov. “Even amidst a com-
plex international landscape, our 
engagement has continued to deepen, 
reflecting the mutual interest and 
confidence that define our bilateral  
partnership.”

During his visit, Jaishankar is also 
scheduled to meet Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov to exchange 
views on regional and global issues, 
the External Affairs Ministry said in a 
statement on Saturday.

The visit comes a month after Jais-
hankar and Lavrov met in Manila on 
July 22 on the sidelines of ASEAN-re-
lated ministerial meetings, where 
they reviewed bilateral relations and 
exchanged views on the Ukraine con-
flict and the situation in West Asia.

RUSSIA INDIA TIES
Jaishankar meets Russian President Putin; 

discusses bilateral ties, global developments

FASTFACTS

z U.K. Prime Minister 
Andy Burnham 
announced plans 
to allow defense 
company MBDA to 
share classified data 
on components used 
in the SCALP/Storm 
Shadow missile, paving 
the way for joint 
production in Ukraine.

A Hungarian military pilot ejected 
safely when his fighter jet crashed 

on Monday.
Péter Magyar           

Prime Minister, Hungary   


