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Actively join ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign: PM

India’s national flag inspires citizens to give their best for the nation.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Sunday urged people to
enthusiastically ~ partic-
ipate in the ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign and
said India’s national flag is
the country’s pride and a
constant source of inspi-
ration to always give the
best for the nation.

The ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
campaign, which began
in 2022 under ‘Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav’,
has become an annual
national tradition, with
crores of citizens volun-
tarily hoisting the national

Renew resolve for
Viksil Bharat.

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

flag every Independence
Day. “Our Tricolour is

our pride and a constant
source of inspiration to
always give our best for
the nation. Let us par-
ticipate  enthusiastically
in the #HarGharTiranga
movement and renew our
collective resolve to con-
tribute towards building

including 13 gold.

‘Jo Khelega, Wo Khilega’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday met mem-
bers of the Indian contingent that returned with med-
als from the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow and
congratulated the athletes for their impressive perfor-
mances at the multi-sport event. Modi shared a short
video clip of his interaction with the medallists on Insta-
gram, describing the meeting as a special occasion and
praising the athletes for making the country proud.
Among those who interacted with the prime minister
was boxer Sakshi Chaudhary, who won the gold medal in
the women’s 51kg category at the Games. India enjoyed
a strong campaign in Glasgow, finishing with 39 medals,

a Viksit Bharat,” Modi said
in a post on ‘X’.

The prime minister
said he was glad that this
year’s efforts are dedi-

cated to national song
‘Vande Mataram’ and that
too at a time when the
nation is marking its 150th
anniversary.

Uncertainty over key
bills, Congress to resist

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: With only
four days remaining in
the Monsoon session,
the fate of major bills on

women’s  reservation,
delimitation and the
Foreign  Contribution

(Regulation) Act (FCRA)
remains uncertain amid
the ongoing logjam in
Parliament.

None of these bills
figured in the list of busi-
ness for the Lok Sabha
for Monday.

While a few opposi-
tion parties have shown
signs of mellowing their
stand on the women’s
quota and delimitation
bills after the govern-
ment’s outreach, the
Congress and most of
its allies have vowed
to oppose any move
to bring in these leg-
islation and the FCRA

Amendment Bill. The
Constitution Amend-
ment Bill that proposes
33 per cent reserva-
tion for women in 2029
and a redrawing of Lok
Sabha constituencies to
expand the House was
defeated in April due to
failure to secure a two-
thirds majority.

“If the central gov-
ernment thinks they
can cook up and intro-
duce the Foreign Con-
tribution  (Regulation)
Amendment Bill within
these two or three days,
they should keep that
wish to themselves,”
AICC general secretary
KC Venugopal said on
Sunday.

Venugopal alleged
that the proposed legis-
lation targeted minori-
ties and NGOs and said
the opposition would not
allow it to be passed.

Trainer aircraft veers off
runway at Baramati airfield

Press Trust Of India

Ataround 12.25 pm, a
Cessna C172 aircraft
VT-SEX was involved
in the runway excur-
sion incident.

NEW DELHI: A Cessna
C172 trainer aircraft with
two people onboard
suffered damage after
veering off the runway at
the Baramati airfield on
Sunday afternoon, but
there were no injuries or
fatalities, according to the
Civil Aviation Ministry.
The air safety team from
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the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
is going to the site in
Maharashtra to conduct a
preliminary investigation
and ascertain the circum-
stances and contributing
factors leading to the inci-
dent, the ministry said in
a statement. At around
12.25 pm, a Cessna C172
aircraft VT-SEX, oper-
ated by the flying train-

ing school Academy of
Carver Aviation, was
involved in the runway
excursion incident at the
Baramati airfield. “There
were no injuries or fatali-
ties reported. The aircraft
has sustained prima facie
damage to the propeller,
engine cowling and nose
landing gear. A detailed
assessment of the damage
will be carried out by the
competent authorities,”
the ministry said. The air-
craft was being operated
for a Circuit and Landing
Emergencies (CL Emer-
gencies) training exercise.

Press Trust Of India

Over more than three
months, these artisans
employed their tra-
ditional, eco-friendly
craft practices.

NEW DELHI: Nearly 50
artists from once Nax-
al-affected Chhattisgarh
are part of a team of 130
artisans, who have cre-
ated this year’s hand-
made invitation kit for
Independence Day At
Home, hosted by Presi-

| PROUD MOMENT |

50 Chhattisgarh artists
crealed I—Day mmmtzon kit

dent Droupadi Murmu.
The invitation kit show-
cases the rich crafts,
traditions, and cultural
heritage of Chhattisgarh,
Goa, Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh. Offi-

cials from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan and a team from
the National Institute of
Design (NID), Ahmeda-
bad, conceptualised it
in alignment with the
United Nations Sustain-

able Development Goals,
reflecting India’s com-
mitment to sustainability,
inclusivity, and cultural
preservation. “The invi-
tation kit was created
by around 130 people,
including nearly 50 arti-
sans from the once Left-
Wing Extremism-affected
Bastar region of Chhat-
tisgarh, highlighting the
transformative impact of
inclusive  development
and livelihood opportuni-
ties,” said Ashok Mondal,
Director, NID.

Moichara festival
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Farmers guide pairs of bulls racing through muddy, waterlogged fields during ‘Moichara’, a traditional century-old
cattle race festival, held at Herobhanga village near Canning in South 24 Parganas district, West Bengal.

Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: Former West
Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee on Sun-
day faced a group of pro-
testers who surrounded
her vehicle, raised “chor-
chor” slogans and hurled
mud and slippers at her
car when she went to
meet the family of a TMC
worker who allegedly died

| CONVOY ASSAULT |

Mamata’s convoy attacked
with mud, stones. slippers

in police custody in North
24 Parganas district. The

confrontation turned
Banerjee’s visit into a
charged political specta-
cle, with police forming a
cordon around her vehi-

‘Could have died’

The protesters surrounded the Trinamool chief’s car,
smeared mud on it, and allegedly threw shoes and water
bottles. “Chor bhagao” slogans rent the air as the police
were seen trying to push back the protesters.

cle as protesters blocked
its passage, while the rival
camps traded accusations
of political provocation,
public anger and admin-
istrative failure. “My car

has been attacked with
stones, shoes and mud.
This is nothing but a con-
spiracy,” Banerjee told
reporters after reaching
the area.

| NEW REPORT |

Most Indzcm tmvellers 0[9t to adapt travel plans

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: As many as
“96 per cent” of Indian
travellers are willing to
adapt their travel plans
rather than cancel them
when disruptions occur,
highlighting their resil-
ient approach to travel,
according to a new
report by online travel
agency Booking.com.
The inaugural “Travel
Happiness Index”, based
on a survey of over

B

10,000 travellers across
10 Asia-Pacific markets,
found that travel contin-
ues to be a major source
of happiness and wellbe-
ing for Indians.

“As many as 96 per

cent say they would

96

® As many as 96%
Indian travellers
willing to adapt plans.

rather adapt their travel
plans than cancel when
disruptions occur,”
reads the report.
“Among those adapt-
ing their plans, 28 per
cent would opt for an

alternative destina-
tion, 19 per cent would
postpone their trip and
another 19 per cent-
would change the timing
or duration,” reads the
report.

Similarly, as per the
report, an overwhelm-
ing “99 per cent” per
cent of Indian travellers
associate travel with
positive emotions, while
“90 per cent” say having
a trip to look forward to
lifts their mood.

Ailr India Pilot undergoes
psychoactlve substance test

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The pilot-in-
command of an Air India
aircraft that experienced
a sudden loss of altitude
during a Phuket-Delhi
flight has undergone
confirmatory testing
after an initial psychoac-
tive substance screening
indicated that the result
requires further analysis,
the Civil Aviation Ministry
said on Sunday.

The

Airbus  A320,
operating flight AI2379
from Phuket to Delhi on
August 4, lost about 300
feet of altitude during

cruise before stabilis-
ing and landing safely in
( N J [ ]

Delhi. A few passengers
and cabin crew members
reported injuries during
the incident. The aircraft
was carrying 137 pas-
sengers, including three
infants and eight crew
members.

Both flight crew mem-
bers underwent man-
datory psychoactive
substance screening fol-
lowing the incident, as
required under standard
operating procedures.

NEWSLINE
INDORE

New greenery
record in Indore

The country’s clean-
est city, Indore, has set
a record for nurturing
13.10 lakh trees over the
past two years follow-
ing a massive plantation
drive at a single location,
officials said on Sunday.
“We have counted trees
in the Revati Range area
of Indore. After planting
in the past two years,
13,10,012 trees have been
found alive at this place.
We have recognised this
as the record for the
largest number of trees
planted and preserved in
a single location,” Dr AK
Jain, representative of the
Asia Book of Records, told
reporters. In the Revati
Range, a hilly and plateau
region, 12,41,017 trees
were planted between
July 13 and 14, 2024, and
Guinness World Records
recognised it as a world
record for the most trees
planted by a single team
in 24 hours.

AHMEDABAD
Heinous crime

A security guard was
arrested on Sunday for
allegedly raping a woman
tenant on the terrace of a
housing society here just
four days after joining
duty, an incident expos-
ing negligence by the hir-
ing agency which prima
facie failed to verify his
background, police said.

The accused, Dharam
Singh, originally from
Hardoi district in Uttar
Pradesh, allegedly choked
the woman before sex-
ually assaulting her and
locking her on the terrace
before fleeing, Joint Com-
missioner of Police (Sec-
tor-1) Neeraj Badgujar said
in a press conference. The
incident occurred late Sat-
urday night when the vic-
tim went to the building’s
terrace for a walk, he said,
adding that a CCTV cam-
era captured the guard
going to the terrace using
the elevator and stairs.

NEW DELHI

One-year
extension

The Centre has
extended the tenure of
Enforcement Directorate
Director Rahul Navin by a
year beyond August 13, a
government order said.

A 1993-batch Indian
Revenue Service officer
of the Income Tax cadre,
59-year-old Navin has been
leading the federal anti-
money laundering agency
as its full-time chief since
August 14, 2024. The order
issued by the Appoint-
ments Committee of the
Cabinet (ACC) on Saturday
said it has approved exten-
sion in tenure of Navin as
ED Director for a period of
one year beyond August
13, 2026, i.e. up to August
13, 2027, including exten-
sion in service beyond the
date of his superannua-
tion, i.e. July 31, 2027, or
until further orders which-
ever is earlier.
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OP Choudhary

The development of villages is our
priority, and development yields real
benefits only when its facilities reach

the last person in the village.

) Finance Minister Ch’'garh Govt

CM Sai dismisses LS MP’s
‘covernment hijack’ claim

CM Sai has dismissed the statement made by AAP LS MP Sanjay Singh.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai has dis-
missed the statement
made by Aam Aadmi Party
MP Sanjay Singh, in which
he accused the central
government of hijacking
the state government.
Chief Minister Sai stated
that no such thing is hap-
pening in Chhattisgarh.
He noted that the ‘dou-
ble-engine  government’
has been functioning
effectively in the state for
the past two and a half
years, driving rapid devel-
opment across all sectors.
The Chief Minister empha-
sized that the govern-
ment’s primary objective

is to fulfill promises made
to the public and steer
Chhattisgarh toward a
new path of development.

Before departing to
attend various programs
in his assembly constitu-
ency, Kunkuri, Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai spoke
to the media. During the
interaction, he was asked
about AAP MP Sanjay
Singh’s statement.

The Chief Minister
stated that efforts are
underway to fulfill every
commitment made under
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s guarantee in
Chhattisgarh. He added
that the government is
continuously working to
honor the promises made

to the people during the
assembly elections. Chief

Minister Sai mentioned
that a pledge was made
to construct 1.8 million
(18 lakh) houses under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, and the govern-
ment is making rapid
progress in this regard.

FACTFILE

® Chief Minister Sai
remarked that rapid
development is taking
place in every sector
of the country today,
and the entire nation is
witnessing it.

He added that promises
made to farmers are also
being fulfilled. Further-
more, financial assistance
is being provided monthly
to over 7 million (70 lakh)
women in the state under
the Mahtari Vandan
Yojana.

The Chief Minister
asserted that the benefits
of government schemes

are reaching various sec-
tions of society and that
development work is pro-
ceeding swiftly across all
regions of the state. He
remarked that the dou-
ble-engine government in
Chhattisgarh is perform-
ing excellently, and the
impact is visible on the
ground.

Chief  Minister  Sai
was also asked about the
remarks made by former
Delhi Chief Minister and
Aam Aadmi Party leader
Arvind Kejriwal regarding
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and E20 pet-
rol. Kejriwal had alleged
that Prime Minister Modi
understands only the lan-
guage of votes.

Ch’garh govt to provide Rs 5 cr
aid to Assam Flood victims

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Amid the severe
situation caused by floods
in Assam, Chief Minis-
ter of Chhattisgarh Shri
Vishnu Deo Sai has decided
to provide Rs 5 crore in
assistance from the State
Government to support
people affected by the
disaster. The financial assis-
tance will contribute to the
ongoing relief and reha-
bilitation efforts in Assam.
Chief Minister Sai today
spoke over the telephone

FACTFILE

® Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai spoke to Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, assures of
solidarity with people
amid crisis.

with Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and
took stock of the situation
arising from the floods in
the State. Expressing his
deep concern for the fam-
ilies affected by the floods,

Sai said that in this difficult
hour of natural calamity,
the people of Chhattisgarh
stand in complete solidar-
ity with their brothers and
sisters in Assam. Reaffirm-
ing Chhattisgarh’s com-
mitment to extending sup-
port during the crisis, Sai
said the financial support
reflects the State’s spirit of
humanitarian concern and
inter-State cooperation and
will help strengthen ongo-
ing relief and rehabilitation
efforts for the flood-af-
fected people of Assam.

JTUF, SKM nation-wide
movement today

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:A joint convention
of farmers and workers at
Delhi’s Talkatora Stadium
called for a nationwide
‘Fill-the-Jails’ movement,
along with demonstrations,
rallies, and road blockades
on August 10. This call was
made in strong opposition
to Central Government
policies—such as the anti-
worker labor codes that
effectively enslave work-
ers to employers, and the
India-US agricultural trade

deal that threatens to dev-
astate the country’s agricul-
ture and farmers.

Key demands include
the repeal of these policies,
procurement of produce at
Minimum Support Prices
based on the C2 formula,
guaranteed minimum
wages and social welfare
rights for workers, a halt to
the disinvestment and pri-
vatization of public sector
undertakings, and the fill-
ing of vacant posts to create
employment opportunities
for the youth.

Woman consumes
poison due to pressure
from moneylender

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A case has come
to light in the Maudhap-
ara police station area of
the capital, Raipur, where
a woman consumed poi-
son amidst a dispute over
alleged illegal moneylend-
ing and interest payments.
Razia Begum, a resident of
Maudhapara, reportedly
ingested a poisonous sub-
stance; her condition is
currently described as crit-
ical. She has been admit-
ted to Govt Medical Hos-
pital, Raipur, where she
is undergoing treatment
under medical supervi-
sion.

The woman has alleged
that she was subjected to
continuous  harassment
despite having paid the
interest amount for a long
period. According to pre-
liminary information, she
claims to have been paying
interest for years on money

borrowed from certain
individuals. Despite this,
the individuals involved
allegedly visited her home
to pressure her for money
and harass her.

Reports indicate that
before consuming the poi-
son, the woman wrote a
suicide note mentioning
the names of several peo-
ple. In the note, she cited
harassment related to the
moneylending and interest
payments as the cause of
her distress.

The police are now
examining the note and
working to verify the names
and allegations mentioned
therein. The woman has
also alleged that she con-
tinued to face harassment
even after handing over
approximately 6 tolas of
gold. However, official con-
firmation of these allega-
tions will only be possible
following a police investi-
gation.

| 10TH HR SUMMIT 2026 CONCLUDES |

IIM HR Summit focuses on
stakeholder value creation, ESG

Central Chronicle News

IIM Raipur con-
cludes its flagship
10th HR Summit
2026 on “Future of
Work: Designed by
People, Driven by
Innovation™.

RAIPUR: The Indian Insti-
tute of Management (IIM)
Raipur successfully con-
cluded the second day
of its 10th HR Summit
2026, building on the
inaugural discussions sur-
rounding employability,
Al-led transformation,
and boundaryless career
models. Day two shifted
the dialogue toward stake-
holder value creation, ESG
frameworks, purpose-
driven leadership, and
human-Al  collaboration
in shaping responsible
workplaces.Reflecting
on the milestone edition,

Prof. Sanjeev Prashar,
Director-in-Charge,  IIM
Raipur, said, “The suc-
cessful completion of the
10th HR Summit 2026 is a
reflection of our collective
commitment to shaping
a future of work that is
responsible, human-cen-
tric and driven by mean-
ingful collaboration.”

The fourth panel,
themed ‘Redefining
Corporate Conscience
and Value Creation in
Stakeholder  Capitalism’
and moderated by Prof.
Sanjeev Prashar, Direc-
tor-in-Charge, IIM Raipur,
explored embedding pur-
pose, ethics, and account-

FACTFILE

© Industry leaders
emphasized linking
ESG commitments to
leadership KPIs and
embedding ethical
governance into
strategy.

ability into  business
strategy. The discussion
brought together Gurpreet
Singh, Head Workforce
Services & HR Digitization,
Schindler India; Sarab-
jeet Singh, Director, India
Operations, Litmos; and
Shivendra Pratap Singh,

| ‘HAMAR PAHUNA' PROG |

Gour advocales for censorship
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Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Actor Rohitashv
Gour, known for playing
the popular character
Manmohan Tiwari in the
TV serial ‘Bhabhi Ji Ghar
Par Hain’, visited the Rai-
pur Press Club on Sunday
as a guest for the ‘Hamar
Pahuna’ program. Dur-
ing the event, he engaged
in a warm interaction
with journalists, sharing
insights into his acting
journey—ranging from his
selection for the role of
Manmohan Tiwari to the
show’s immense popular-

ity and the evolving land-
scape of entertainment
media.

Sharing the story
behind landing the role of
Manmohan Tiwari, Rohi-
tashv Gour described how
the character became a
pivotal part of his acting
career. He attributed the
show’s enduring popular-
ity over 11 years to its sim-

ple, natural, and family-
friendly comedy. Because
the storyline is rooted in
everyday neighborhood
life and common situa-
tions, viewers find it easy
to relate to the show.
Rohitashv Gour also
discussed the changes
in the actresses playing
the roles of Anita Bhabhi
and Angoori Bhabhi. He

OO0

Raising one’s
voice for demands
and rights is the
prerogative of
the youth.

Rohitashv Gour
TV Actor

noted that replacing an
actress who has portrayed
a character for a long time
affects the audience’s
emotional connection
with that character. A
change in the artist can

in web series

Chief People  Officer,
Ergode.
somewhat disrupt the

viewer’s bond with the
character, which can, in
turn, impact the show’s
popularity.

However, he expressed
happiness that, despite
the changes in the cast,
the audience’s connection
with the show’s content
and its core characters
remains intact.

Reacting to the ongo-
ing protests by Gen-Z
regarding their demands,
Rohitashv Gour stated
that raising one’s voice for
demands and rights is the
prerogative of the youth.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

NATIONAL HANDLOOM DAY

MAIC Interior Design Department
celebrates National Handloom Day

RAIPUR: The Interior Design Depart-
ment of Maharaja Agrasen Interna-
tional College (MAIC), Raipur, orga-
nized a ‘Tie and Dye’ workshop in
the college conference hall to mark
National Handloom Day. The objec-
tive of the workshop was to familiar-
ize students with India’s rich hand-
loom traditions, traditional textile
arts, and natural dyeing techniques,
while also fostering their creativity.

Students from the Interior Design
and Fashion Design departments par-
ticipated enthusiastically, creating
a variety of attractive designs using
the tie-and-dye technique. They
received practical training in dyeing
fabrics with traditional and modern
patterns, color combinations, folding
techniques, and design creation. Dis-
cussions were also held regarding the
significance of handmade textiles,

the rich heritage of the Indian hand-
loom industry, and the benefits of
eco-friendly textile production. This
workshop, which is part of their cur-
riculum, allowed students to show-
case their innovation and artistic
talent. It provided an opportunity to
blend traditional Indian art and cul-
ture with modern design concepts,
while also sparking an interest in
self-employment and entrepreneur-
ship. College President Dr. Ramesh
Agrawal, former President Mr.
Rajesh Agrawal, Secretary Mrs. Sarita
Agrawal, Principal Dr. Jasmine Joshi,
and Vice-Principal Dr. Shweta Tiwari
commended the Interior Design
Department’s initiative. They noted
that such activities cultivate creative
thinking, practical skills, and a sense
of respect for Indian cultural heritage
among students.

SWEARING-IN-CEREMONY
Swearing-in ceremony of the newly formed Lions
Club Naman conclude

RAIPUR: The swearing-in ceremony
of Lions Club Raipur Naman—-which
was chartered on July 23, 2026—took
place at Vrindavan Hall last on Fri-
day. Aligning itself with other organi-
zations active in the field of service,
the club saw PDS Lion Amarjit Singh
Datta administer the oath of office to
MJF Lion Madhu Yadav (President),
Lion Jaya Sinha (Secretary), and Lion
Kavita Verma (Treasurer).

The event marked the first oath-tak-
ing ceremony of the newly formed
Lions Club Raipur Naman for the
2026-27 session of the international
social service organization, Lions
Clubs District 3233-C. In the pres-
ence of Chief Guest District Governor
Lion Ripudaman Singh Pusari, Guest

of Honor Region Chairperson Lion
Sanyukta Gandhi, and Special Guest
Zone Chairperson Lion Virendra
Agarwal, all new members—including
Lion Dr. Shesha Saxena, Babita Bhatt,
Lion V. Barnedile, Neemashree Yadav,
Anjushree Niyogi, Lion Neelima Grace
Ekka, Pinky Yadav, Tanuja Tripathi,
Lion Kiran Rajesh Yadav, Saroj Saifi,
Meena Wadhwa, Lion Aruna Yadav,
Aarti Tamang, Shailesh Kohli, Pooja
Kashyap, Lion Shashi Kiran Yadav, B.
Madhavi, Padmaja Rao, and Lion Kan-
chan Panwar—took their oaths. They
pledged to engage in social service by
acting as guardians for needy, mer-
itorious students in the educational
field, dedicating their time, effort,
and resources to the cause.

ECO-FRIENDLY TRADITIONS
Celebrate Hareli, conserve greenery,
urges Dr Dinesh Mishra

RAIPUR: Dr Dinesh Mishra, President
of the Andhashraddha Nirmoolan
Samiti and a senior ophthalmologist,
has appealed to citizens to celebrate
the Hareli festival with a strong com-
mitment to environmental conser-
vation. He emphasized that Hareli,
a cherished festival of Chhattisgarh,
symbolizes nature, agriculture, and
greenery, reflecting gratitude toward
trees and the environment. High-
lighting changing environmental
conditions, DrMishra noted that the
traditional practice of placing neem

branches at doorways
or on vehicles should
be adapted responsibly.
With increasing pres-
sure on green cover due

H to population growth,

‘&I&l!

h indiscriminate cutting of
large neem branches can harm trees
and ecological balance. He stressed
that trees are living organisms that
depend on their leaves for photosyn-
thesis. Excessive plucking of leaves or
cutting branches can weaken them
and cause long-term damage.

ALLEGATIONS
Baij levels serious allegations against govl

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh Tribal Day News:
On the occasion of World Tribal Day,
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (PCC) President Deepak Baij
held a press conference and targeted
the state government and the BJP. Baij
alleged that despite August 9 being
World Tribal Day, the state government
was not organizing any events to mark
the occasion. He termed this an insult
to the tribal community and demanded
that the government work seriously
regarding the rights and interests of tri-
bals. Deepak Baij stated that the tribal
community constitutes approximately
32 percent of Chhattisgarh’s popula-
tion. Despite this, the government is
not serious about their rights and inter-
ests. He demanded that the state gov-
ernment take concrete steps regarding

L issues concerning the
P tribal community and
protect their rights.
PCC President Deepak
Baij noted that August
9 holds historical sig-
nificance as well, as the
‘Quit India Movement’ led by Mahatma
Gandhi began on this date. Baij accused
the BJP and RSS of conspiring to label
the tribal community as ‘Vanvasis’ (for-
est dwellers). He asserted that the tribal
community possesses its own distinct
identity, culture, and rights. Accord-
ing to him, attempts to define tribals
by any other name are unacceptable.
Deepak Baij also questioned the BJP’s
‘Tiranga’ (Tricolour) campaign, alleg-
ing that the party is engaging in politics
in the name of the national flag.
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Monsoon renders
normal rainfall
across Ch’garh

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh
continues to experience
vigorous monsoon activ-
ity, crossing its decadal
average rainfall bench-
mark. According to data
released by the Revenue
and Disaster Management
Department, the state
has recorded an average
rainfall of 647.3 millime-
ters from June 1 through
August 9, achieving 100.9
percent of its normal aver-
age and surpassing the
ten-year average of 641.3
millimeters.

On August 9 alone, the
state witnessed an average
rainfall of 27.9 millimeters,
with  Sarangarh-Bilaigarh
recording the highest sur-
plus at 193.9 percent above
normal, followed by signifi-
cant surpluses in Mahasa-
mund, Narayanpur, and
Raipur.

While central plains and
mid-regions have received
heavy downpours, districts

FASTFACTS

® A low-pressure
system and active
monsoon trough are
expected to bring
widespread heavy
rainfall.

in the Surguja and Bas-
tar divisions continue to
report slightly lower totals.

The Meteorological Cen-
tre in Raipur has reported
that the low-pressure area
over north Odisha and
adjoining Jharkhand has
shifted to northeast MP
and adjoining Chhattis-
garh.

Combined with an
active monsoon trough,
the system is expected to
trigger widespread rainfall
across the region.

The weather depart-
ment has issued warnings
for heavy to very heavy
rainfall accompanied by
thunderstorms and light-
ning at isolated places over
the coming days.

Seasonal Health and Disease Prevention Measures

Alongside the weather updates, health authorities have
intensified campaigns against seasonal vector-borne
and waterborne diseases. Increased humidity and stag-
nant water during the monsoon create high risks for viral
fevers, dengue, malaria, typhoid, and gastrointestinal
infections. In districts like Dhamtari, the local adminis-
tration has launched comprehensive safety drives focused
on regular chlorination of water sources, distribution of
chlorine tablets, and public health advisories urging cit-
izens to prevent mosquito breeding. Authorities advise
residents to avoid stale food, utilize bed nets, eliminate
stagnant water around homes.

Squash Championship concludes
with award distribution

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The two-day Chhat-
tisgarh State Squash Cham-
pionship 2026 concluded
successfully at the Squash
Complex in Budhapara, Rai-
pur. Organized under the
aegis of the Chhattisgarh
Squash  Association and
the guidance of the Squash
Rackets Federation of India,
the tournament witnessed
enthusiastic  participation
from 62 players across the
state competing in six differ-
ent age and gender catego-
ries. The matches served as
a crucial platform for play-
ers to earn national ranking
points.

Additional Collector of
Raipur Dhananjay Netam
graced the closing and award
distribution ceremony as the
chief guest. He honored the

winners

and runners-up
with trophies, medals, and
certificates. Addressing the
attendees, Netam empha-
sized that sports foster disci-
pline, leadership, and confi-
dence, noting that squash is
rapidly expanding across the
state and giving young ath-
letes vital opportunities to
build national recognition.
The final day featured
intense matches  across
multiple divisions. In the
under-13 boys category,

Suryansh claimed the title
by defeating Vedarth, while
Yogita emerged victorious
in the under-15 girls division
against Vidhi. The under-19
boys title was secured by
Jinansh after a thrilling five-
game clash with Reyansh.
In the under-15 boys section,
Jaivardhan clinched victory,
and Archita triumphed in
the women category over
Rakhi. Meanwhile, Reyansh
captured the men category
title by defeating Divyam.

Idris Gandhi
demands
probe into
large hotels

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh
Urdu Akademi Chairman
Idris Gandhi has ques-
tioned whether large
and influential hotels are
being shielded from offi-
cial inspections, demand-
ing an explicit clarifica-
tion from the Food Safety
Department. He pointed
out that while food safety
inspections often target
smaller establishments
with ease, accountabil-
ity questions naturally
arise as to why inspection
teams frequently fail to
reach major and high-pro-
file hotel operators. Gan-
dhi urged authorities to
conduct  unannounced
and random inspections
of prominent star-rated
hotels across Raipur.

AIIMS Raipur hosts annual ENT
and Oncology Conference 2026

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Depart-
ment of ENT and Head
& Neck Surgery, All
India Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (AIIMS) Rai-
pur, successfully orga-
nised the AIIMS Raipur
Annual ENT Conference
2026 - Head & Neck
Surgery, Oncology and
Rhinology Summit on 8
and 9 August 2026. The
conference was held
under the chairmanship
of Dr.RenuRajguru, with

Dr. Satish Satpute serv-
ing as the Organising
Secretary.

The two-day aca-
demic conference
brought together emi-
nent ENT surgeons,
head and neck surgeons,
surgical and medical

oncologists, maxillofa-
cial surgeons, pathol-
ogists, radiologists,
nuclear medicine spe-
cialists, postgraduate
students and young con-
sultants from across the
country. The event wit-
nessed participation of

approximately 170 del-
egates. Delegates from
premier institutions,
including AIIMS New
Delhi, PGIMER Chandi-
garh, SGPGI Lucknow,
Maulana Azad Medical
College New Delhi, NCI
Nagpur, AIIMS Nagpur,
AIIMS Bhopal, AIIMS
Mangalagiri, AIIMS
Kalyani, AIIMS Raebareli
and AIIMS Bibinagar,
along with participants
from various medical
colleges across country-
participated.

ABVP extends support
to intern doctors strike

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Pari-
shad (ABVP) has extended
its official support to the
indefinite strike launched
by MBBS intern doctors
in Chhattisgarh, who are
demanding an immedi-
ate revision and increase
in their monthly stipend.
The agitation has dis-
rupted normal medical
services across several
government medical insti-
tutions, including Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru Memo-
rial Medical College in
Raipur, the Chhattisgarh
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences in Bilaspur, and
colleges in Raigarh.Prior
to launching the full-scale
strike, the protesting doc-
tors had registered their
dissent  peacefully for
several days by wearing
black armbands to draw

the attention of the state
administration. However,
following a lack of resolu-
tion from the authorities,
they escalated their protest
to an indefinite strike. The
striking doctors maintain
that their current remuner-
ation is disproportionately
low when weighed against
their heavy workloads,
clinical  responsibilities,
and the significantly higher
stipends disbursed to med-
ical interns in neighboring
and other states.

Weighing in on the
ongoing crisis, ABVP State
Secretary Anant  Soni
emphasized that medi-
cal interns are not merely
trainees, but form an
essential backbone of the
hospital healthcare deliv-
ery system, executing crit-
ical medical duties under
challenging conditions
with absolute dedication.

Swimmer Gaurav
wins bronze

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Gaurav Raj, a
talented young swimmer
representing Chhattisgarh,
has won a bronze medal
at the national sub-junior
swimming competition
currently underway in
Jaipur. Competing in the
boys group 3 category, Raj
showcased exceptional
skill and stamina in 100
meters breaststroke event,
registering an impressive
timing of 1 minute and 17
point 94 seconds to secure

the 3rd place finish on the
podium. The prestigious
tournament, which com-
menced on August 6 and is
scheduled to run through
August 9, has brought
together promising young
aquatic talents from across
the country.
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Bilaspur

“The new rail line

.lﬂ' b l between Katghora and

=5

~ Dongargarh would gear
- up the development of
the region.”

Tokhan Sahu
MoS for Housing

Dy CM Sao stresses for
future-ready development

Dy Chief Minister Arun Sao directed officials to accelerate development,
ensure quality, plan ahead, and resolve public infrastructure concerns.

o~ lllla
o

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Deputy Chief
Minister and district in-
charge minister Arun
Sao on Saturday directed
officials to prepare for-
ward-looking devel-
opment plans keeping
future requirements in
mind and ensure that all
projects are completed
quickly, within deadlines
and without compromis-

ing quality.

Sao issued the direc-
tions while reviewing
government schemes

and development works
at a meeting held at the
Manthan Hall of the
district office. He said
changing needs required
officials to plan not only
for current requirements
but also for future chal-
lenges. He made it clear
that unnecessary delays
in construction works
would not be tolerated.
The minister took seri-

ous note of electricity
poles reportedly being
installed in the middle of

FASTFACTS

o Officials must
prioritize timely
construction, quality
standards, and
permanent solutions
to recurring urban
problems.

eMaster plans will
guide coordinated
development of
historic Malhar and
Ratanpur towns.

the road on the Bartori-
Mohtara route in Bilha.
Expressing displeasure,
he directed the District
Panchayat Chief Execu-
tive Officer to conduct
an inquiry and submit
a report. He said strict
action would be taken
against officials of the
electricity department if

they were found respon-
sible. Sao also expressed
displeasure over the
absence of four officials
from the review meeting.
He directed that show-
cause notices be issued
to the CEOs of Bilha, Kota
and Takhatpur Janpad
Panchayats and the Chief
Municipal Officer of
Ratanpur Municipality.
He instructed all depart-
ments to conduct regu-
lar reviews and closely
monitor implementa-
tion at the field level. On

water-logging in Bilaspur
city, Sao directed offi-
cials to prepare a perma-
nent solution before the
next monsoon. He said
damage and potholes
caused by rain should be
assessed in advance so
that road repairs could
begin immediately after
the rainy season. He
stressed that construc-
tion quality must not
be compromised and
projects must be com-
pleted within prescribed
timelines.

Master plan for Malhar & Ratanpur

Sao directed officials to prepare an integrated
master plan for Malhar and Ratanpur, considering
their heritage, tourism potential and future needs.
He also sought faster implementation of hous-
ing, infrastructure and sanitation projects. Several
proposals concerning facilities and development
works were approved during subsequent Life Deep
and Ayush committee meetings. Collector Sanjay
Agrawal assured full compliance with the directions.

New High
Court roster
from today

BILASPUR: A new roster
will come into effect at
the Chhattisgarh High
Court from August 10,
assigning different cat-
egories of cases to divi-
sion and single benches.
Four division benches
will function under the
new roster. Division
Bench-1, comprising
the Chief Justice and
Justice Ravindra Kumar
Agrawal, will hear PILs,
writ appeals, habeas
corpus petitions and
criminal appeals, among
other cases. Division
Bench-2, comprising
Justice Sanjay K. Agrawal
and Justice Radhakishan
Agrawal, will hear crimi-
nal cases and ultra vires
matters up to 2022. Divi-
sion Bench-3 will hear
acquittal appeals from
2016 onwards. Division
Bench-4 will handle
civil, company, tax and
matrimonial appeals.
Single benches have
also been assigned cases
according to subjects
and years. The Chief
Justice’s special bench
will hear bail applica-
tions, criminal revisions
and transfer petitions,
along with other spe-
cial matters. Other sin-
gle benches will deal
with service writs, civil
revisions, Motor Vehi-
cles Act cases, crimi-
nal appeals and second
appeals. The new roster
was issued by the Chief
Justice on August 4.

SECR GM reviews
hydraulic rail tamping
machine performance

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Tarun Prakash,
General  Manager  of
South East Central Rail-
way (SECR), inspected
the demonstration of a
Hydraulic Rail Tamping
Machine at Bilaspur Yard.
The demonstration show-
cased advanced tech-
niques for railway track
maintenance and quality
improvement using mod-
ern mechanized systems.

During the session,
Prakash was briefed in
detail on the machine’s
functioning, technical
features, and its critical
role in enhancing track
maintenance standards.
A live demonstration
highlighted the process of
effective ballast tamping
and maintaining proper
track geometry, ensuring
improved stability and
safety of railway tracks.
On the occasion, Principal
Chief Engineer Avneesh
Kumar Pandey, Chief
Track Engineer Akhilesh

HIGHLIGHT

® GM stresses the need
for adopting modern
technology in track
maintenance.

Sahu, and Senior Divi-
sional Engineer Arvind
Vishwakarma explained
the operational aspects
of the machine and its
importance in  track
upkeep. It was empha-
sized that the use of mod-
ern hydraulic tamping
machines significantly
improves accuracy, effi-
ciency, and overall qual-
ity of maintenance work.
Additionally, better-main-
tained tracks contribute to
safer and smoother train
operations. Observing the
demonstration, the Gen-
eral Manager stressed the
need for wider adoption
of modern technology and
advanced machinery to
further enhance the effi-
ciency and quality of track
maintenance activities
across the zone.

Cong launches campaign

against smart m

Central Chronicle News

Congress has begun a
week-long campaign
highlighting smart
meters, tariffs and
power supply issues.

BILASPUR: The Con-
gress has launched a
week-long public out-
reach campaign in the
Beltra assembly con-
stituency against smart
meters, rising electricity
tariffs and alleged unan-
nounced power cuts. The
campaign began from
Selar village, where party
office-bearers and elected
representatives from
block, mandal, ward and
panchayat levels held a
meeting before starting
the programme.

District Congress pres-
ident Mahendra Gangotri
chaired the meeting,
while former assembly
election candidate and
former district Congress
president Vijay Keshar-
wani was also present.
Addressing party work-

ATh
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ers, leaders said elec-
tricity-related problems
were not limited to polit-
ical debate but directly
affected household bud-
gets and everyday life.
Gangotri said electric-
ity was a basic necessity
and claimed that the
campaign launched from
Beltra would gradually
be expanded into a wider
movement across Bilas-
pur district. He said the
Congress would demand
withdrawal of increased
power tariffs and restora-
tion of the 400-unit half-
price electricity scheme.
Gangotri warned that
if the demands were not
addressed, the party
would intensify its demo-
cratic agitation and take
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FASTFACTS

® Party leaders said
electricity concerns
directly affect
household budgets,
farming and small
businesses.

the issue from the streets
to the Assembly. He
urged party workers and
elected representatives to
reach out to consumers
and explain the concerns
being raised over smart
meters and electricity
bills. Kesharwani alleged
that frequent power
cuts in rural areas were
affecting irrigation and
creating difficulties for
farmers.

Central Chronicle News

A staff transfer has
disrupted certified
copy services at
Bilaspur tehsil record
room.

BILASPUR: Revenue ser-
vices at the Bilaspur
tehsil record room have
remained disrupted for
the past 15 days follow-
ing the transfer of the
employee posted there.
No alternative arrange-
ment has been made
so far, resulting in the
suspension of receipts
for certified copies of
land-related documents
since July 22.
A notice

outside  the
room states that the
employee has been
relieved from the office
and that receipts for cop-
ies related to the record
room will not be issued

displayed
record

| TEHSOL OFFICE |

Work at tehsil record room
affected due to staff transfer

until another employee
is assigned the respon-
sibility. People visiting
the office to obtain certi-
fied copies are therefore
being forced to return
without completing their
work. The record room
receives applications
from residents seeking
certified copies of land
records and other official
documents. Applicants
said the service is essen-
tial for various proper-
ty-related and admin-

istrative  requirements
and demanded that an
alternative employee be
posted immediately.

The disruption has
also raised concerns over
manpower management
in the Revenue Depart-
ment.

Officials have
expanded the number of
tehsils and sub-tehsils in
the district over the past
five years, reportedly
increasing them from five
to more than 12 to bring

FASTFACTS

@ Applicants have
faced repeated
inconvenience as
officials have made
no alternative staffing
arrangement.

revenue services closer
to residents. However,
staff shortages at several
offices continue to affect
service delivery. The
situation at the district
headquarters has raised
concerns about the func-
tioning of remote tehsils
and sub-tehsils, where
manpower shortages
could create greater dif-
ficulties for residents.
Applicants have urged
the department to fill
vacant posts and make
temporary staffing
arrangements SO essen-
tial revenue services can
continue without inter-
ruption.

| DIVIDER TREES |

Smart cily dividers to lose Conocarpus tree

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The Bilaspur
Municipal  Corporation
is preparing to gradually
remove Conocarpus trees
planted along city divid-
ers and other areas and
replace them with native
species suited to the local
climate and soil. Around
4,500 Conocarpus trees
have been planted in the
city under beautification
and Smart City projects.
The move follows the
state government’s deci-
sion to prohibit the plant-

ing, propagation and sale
of Conocarpus, citing
concerns over its impact
on the environment. The
corporation has already
stopped planting the

ey

species for nearly two
years after concerns
were raised over its
suitability to local con-
ditions. Experts cited in
the matter have raised

e

“Native plants
would be chosen
for dividers to suit
local climate and
soil..”

Sushant Shukla
MLA, Beltara
concerns that Conocar-
pus can consume large
quantities of water and
may affect local vege-

tation and groundwa-
ter. Concerns have also

been raised over possi-
ble health effects from
its pollen and other bio-
logical characteristics,
particularly for people
sensitive to allergies and
respiratory problems.

The administration
now plans to give prior-
ity to native species such
as neem, peepal, ban-
yan, karanj and amaltas.
Officials believe these
species are better suited
to local conditions and
can also provide food
and shelter for birds and
other wildlife.

Woman commits suicide,
police begin probe

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: A 27-year-old
woman allegedly died by
suicide after hanging her-
self at her home in Achank-
pur, Ward No. 5 of Bodri
Nagar Palika Parishad, on
Thursday.  Chakarbhatha
police have started an inves-
tigation into the circum-
stances surrounding her
death. According to police,
Ishwari Bai Sahu, wife of
Mahangu Ram Sahu, was
found hanging from a ceil-
ing fan with a saree. Her
husband, who works as a

daily-wage labourer, had left
home for work at around 9
am after having breakfast.
At around 11 am, his elder
brother called him and said
that Ishwari’s health was
not well. When he returned
home, he found neighbours
gathered outside and saw
his wife hanging from the
ceiling fan. She had died by
then.

The husband told police
that Ishwari had not been
mentally well for the past
few days. Police registered a
marg intimation and started
the investigation.

NEWSLINE

AFFIDAVIT

HC seeks
affidavit from
BMC

BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court has
sought a detailed addi-
tional affidavit from the
Bilaspur Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) commis-
sioner on measures taken
to address encroachments
on footpaths, illegal park-
ing and pedestrian safety
in the city. A Division
Bench comprising Chief
Justice Ramesh Sinha and
Justice Ravindra Kumar
Agrawal was hearing a
public interest litigation
filed by Sanskar Rajput.
The petitioner alleged that
encroachments on public
footpaths, illegal parking
and inadequate enforce-
ment of traffic rules were
causing serious difficul-
ties for pedestrians, par-
ticularly children, elderly
people and persons with
disabilities.

VERDICT

Man gets RI in
minor’s rape

BILASPUR: A  district
court here has sentenced
a 37-year-old shopkeeper
to rigorous imprison-
ment for the remainder
of his natural life after
convicting him of raping
a 12-year-old girl. The
court also imposed a fine
of 2,000 on the convict,
with an additional one-
month  imprisonment
in case of default. The
convict has been iden-
tified as Dharam Singh
Banjare, son of Narbad
Banjare, a resident of
Bajrang Mohalla in Dar-
dighat, under the Mas-
turi police station limits.
According to the pros-
ecution, the incident
took place on Septem-
ber 9, 2024, at around
1:30 PM, when the victim
went to a nearby grocery
store at her mother’s
request. The accused,
who operated the shop,
lured the minor into a
room behind the store
on the pretext of giving
her biscuits and sexually
assaulted her.

FRAUD

Two booked in
land fraud

BILASPURI: City Kotwali
police have registered
a case against two men
for allegedly cheating a
woman of Rs 7 lakh in a
disputed land deal worth
Rs 1.60 crore. The accused
have been identified as
Nabi Baksh and Moham-
mad Kasim, residents of
Khapargan;.

According to the com-
plaint filed by Sanjana
Verma of Kashyap Colony,
the accused offered to sell
two Nazul plots measuring
3,120 square feet. They
allegedly claimed the
property was registered
in the name of their late
grandmother, Basarat Bi.
An agreement was signed
before a notary on Octo-
ber 18, 2024, after which
Verma paid Rs 7 lakh
through cheque.

She later approached
the Nazul department
and allegedly found dis-
crepancies in the land
records. The mutation
claim had reportedly been
rejected by the Nazul
court on July 7, 2025. The
refund cheque issued by
the accused also allegedly
bounced.
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to mark Quit India anniversary

PM Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
paid tribute to the freedom fighters who participated in the Quit India Movement.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh paid tribute to the
freedom fighters who par-
ticipated in the Quit India
Movement and the Kakori
Train Action, recalling
their courage, sacrifice
and contribution to India’s
struggle for independence.

Remembering the
Quit India Movement, PM
Modi said in a post on X,
“Remembering all those
who participated in the
historic Quit India Move-
ment. Their courage will

always remain an inspi-
ration for every Indian.
Inspired by the leadership
of Mahatma Gandhi Ji, the
clarion call of Quit India
infused new energy into
our freedom struggle and

reflected the unwaver-
ing determination of our

people to break free from
colonial rule.”

The Quit India Move-
ment was launched under
Mahatma Gandhi’s lead-
ership on August 8, 1942,
and became a defining
chapter of India’s free-
dom struggle. Union

lll(ul ILIGHT

©® The Quit India
Movement was
launched under
Mahatma Gandhi’s
leadership on August
8, 1942, and became
a defining chapter

of India’s freedom
struggle.

Home Minister Amit Shah
described the movement
as a  historic chapter
that united the people
and instilled in them the
resolve of “Do or Die” and
the courage to fight for
freedom from British rule.

Paying tribute to the
freedom fighters who
sacrificed everything for
India’s liberation, HM
Shah said the occasion
of the August Revolution
should inspire citizens
to place national interest
above all else, embrace
Swadeshi, strengthen
selfreliance and work
towards the goal of a devel-
oped India. Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh also
described the Quit India
Movement as an immortal
chapter in India’s history,
reflecting the nation’s col-

lective strength, resolve
and unwavering faith
in freedom.

Press Trust Of India

Chief Minister VD
Satheesan on Sun-
day dismissed oppo-
sition allegations of
lapses in the search
for three missing
fishermen.

KOCHI: Chief Minister VD
Satheesan on Sunday dis-
missed opposition alle-
gations of lapses in the
search for three fishermen
who went missing follow-
ing separate boat mishaps
in Kollam and Thiruvanan-
thapuram districts. CPI(M),
CPI, and BJP leaders had

® The fishermen went
missing following
separate boat
mishaps in Kollam and
Thiruvananthapuram
districts.

earlier alleged a delay
in launching a full-scale
search operation after the
fishermen went missing off
Neendakara in Kollam and
Vizhinjam and Muthalap-
pozhi in Thiruvanantha-
puram on July 31.

Speaking at an event
here, Satheesan said con-
tinuous search operations
had been carried out for
the past nine days to trace
the missing fishermen.

He said that even when
148 people went missing
during the previous LDF
government’s tenure, such
a prolonged search opera-
tion was not conducted.

| PRIESTS-CLASH |

Priests of Orthodox, Jacobite
factions clash over church in Kerala

Press Trust Of India

Priests of the
Malankara Ortho-
dox and Jacobite
Syrian factions
clashed following

a dispute over the
ownership of a
church at Muvattu-
puzha

KOTTAYAM: Priests of the
Malankara Orthodox and
Jacobite Syrian factions
clashed following a dis-
pute over the ownership

of a church at Muvattupu-
zha on Sunday, prompt-
ing police intervention,
officials said. The incident
took place at St John’s
Bethlehem Church at
Piramadom near Muvat-

tupuzha in the morning.
According to police, the
church has been at the
centre of a dispute over
its ownership between the
Malankara Orthodox and
Jacobite Syrian factions.

Tiranga Yatra taken
out in Jaipur
JAIPUR: Union Health

Minister ] P Nadda and
Rajasthan Chief Minis-
ter Bhajanlal Sharma on
Sunday led a state-level
‘Tiranga Yatra’ here amid
rain as part of the ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.
Nadda and Sharma walked
from Albert Hall, hold-
ing the national flag, as
the rally passed through
Ram Niwas Bagh cross-
ing and Sanganeri Gate
before concluding at Badi
Chaupar. A large number
of schoolchildren, young-
sters and elderly people
participated in the march,
while children danced to
patriotic songs.

| PROGRAMME |

Andhra Pradesh plans citizen prog
for nation bulldlng 1n1t1at1ve Naidu

Press Trust Of India

AMARAVATI: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has
reviewed preparations for
a new “Partners in Nation
Building” programme
aimed at involving citi-
zens in the development
of the state and the coun-
try. The programme is
scheduled to begin from
August 15. During a review
meeting at his camp office
in Amaravati, the Chief
Minister called for wider
public participation and
coordination among dif-

ferent sections of society.
The initiative is intended
to encourage citizens to
contribute to development
activities and strengthen
their  participation in
governance and commu-
nity-level programmes.
Officials reviewed the
proposed structure and
implementation plans for
the initiative during the

meeting. The programme
is expected to focus on
the idea that citizens, gov-
ernment institutions and
community organisations
can work together towards
development  objectives.
The government plans to
launch the initiative on
Independence Day, giving
it a national-development
theme. Citizen partici-
pation has increasingly
become an important ele-
ment of public policy, par-
ticularly in areas such as
sanitation, education, envi-
ronment, social welfare
and local development.

Press Trust Of India

KOCHI: R]D State Secretary
General Varghese George
on Sunday criticised the
Kerala government’s
decision to stop doorstep
delivery of social security
pensions through cooper-
ative banks, saying it was
an “impractical” move.
The UDF government
in Kerala recently decided

| PENSION |

RJD criticises UDF Govt’s move not to
disburse pensions through co-op banks

to stop distributing social
security and  welfare
pensions through coop-
erative banks and make

Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) to Aadhaar-linked
bank accounts manda-
tory for all beneficia-
ries except bedridden
patients.

George, also a LDF
leader, said that there
were around 62 lakh
people in the state who
are receiving social secu-
rity and welfare board
pensions through coop-

erative banks under the
existing system.

However, not even
one-third of them have
Aadhaar-linked accounts
in commercial banks, he
claimed.

He further claimed
that the accounts cre-
ated under the ‘Jan Dhan’
scheme of the Centre
have been frozen due to
lack of transactions.

‘1’z'ranga Yatra z' Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath participated in the ‘Tiranga Yatra’, in Lucknow. PTI

| HIGHWAY |

Manipur govt reopens highways for
free movement among communities

IMPHAL: The Manipur gov-
ernment has announced
the immediate reopening
of National Highways in
the state to facilitate free
movement of people from
all communities. Chief
Minister Yumnam Khem-
chand Singh, Deputy Chief
Minister Nemcha Kipgen
and Saitu MLA Haok-

holet Kipgen made the
announcement during a
visit to Kangpokpi district
headquarters. The govern-
ment also announced that
the Imphal-Dimapur bus

service would resume as
part of efforts to improve
connectivity and support
normal movement. The
announcement followed
meetings between the Chief
Minister and community
representatives as part of
continuing peace-building
and reconciliation efforts in
the state.

MALAPPURAM: The
National Investigation
Agency has arrested
another accused in con-
nection with the seizure
of a large consignment
of illegal explosives in
Malappuram district of
Kerala. According to the
NIA, the accused was
arrested on Saturday

| EXPLOSIVE |

NIA arrests another accused in illegal
explosives con31gnment case

from Manjeri in Malap-
puram district as part of
the continuing investiga-

tion into the case. The
agency is examining the
circumstances surround-
ing the seizure and the
alleged involvement of
individuals  connected
with the explosives con-

signment.
The arrest is part of
efforts by investigat-

ing authorities to iden-

tify the wider network
involved in the procure-
ment, transportation
and storage of illegal
explosive materials.
Officials are continu-
ing to gather evidence
and examine the links
between the accused
and other persons asso-
ciated with the case.

| MEETING |

Rajva Sabha MP Raghav Chadha meets PM modi

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Indian
Air Force (IAF) Band
will hold a special musi-
cal performance at the
Public Plaza, Param
Yodha Sthal, National
War Memorial, New
Delhi, on August 9 as
part of the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations.

The performance will

be held from 5 pm to 6
pm and will celebrate
the spirit of patriotism
while marking 150 years
of the National Song,
‘Vande Mataram’.

A 40-member team
comprising 32 Airmen
and eight Agniveer-
vayu, including three
women, will perform
during the event. The
band will present a

()

- .,\
selection of patriotic
and soulful composi-

tions aimed at engaging
the public and fostering

national pride.

The performance is
expected to offer visi-
tors an opportunity to
experience the musical
traditions of the Indian
Air Force while com-
memorating the coun-
try’s Independence
Day.

Master Warrant Offi-
cer A. Srihari will be
the principal conduc-

tor. He will be assisted
by Junior Warrant Offi-
cers Moon Deka and
Abhishek Paul, and Ser-
geant N.T. Singh.

The event is part of
the IAF’s public engage-
ment activities around
Independence Day and
is intended to evoke
patriotic sentiment
through music at the
National War Memorial.

Himachal to experience heavy
Rain; IMD issues orange alert

SHIMLA: The Shimla Met
Office on Sunday issued an
‘orange alert’ for heavy to
very heavy rain at isolated
places in the state on Mon-
day, Tuesday, Friday and
Saturday.

According to the State
Emergency Operation Cen-
tre (SEOC), torrential rain
had closed 136 roads and
disrupted 17 water supply
sources in the state as of

Sunday afternoon.

Light to moderate rain
continued to lash parts
of the state. Paonta Sahib
received 38.2 mm of rain
since Saturday evening,
followed by Sarahan at
25.8 mm, Gharmour at 5.6
mm, Dharamshala at 3.1
mm, Jot and Kukumseri at
2.8 mm each, and Dehra
Gopipur and Kotkhai at
2.3 mm each.

India has launched E-Sa-
mudra, a comprehensive
digital platform aimed at
transforming maritime
governance and improving
services for the country’s
maritime sector. The plat-
form brings services for sea-
farers, shipping companies,
ports and other stakehold-
ers under a single digital
window. Union Minister for
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways Sarbananda Sonowal
launched the initiative as
part of efforts to moder-
nise maritime administra-
tion through technology.

LUCKNOW

Eco education
hub opens

Union Minister of
State for Science and
Technology Jitendra
Singh inaugurated
Prakriti Gyan Dham,
an eco-educational
hub developed by the
CSIR-National Botani-
cal Research Institute
in Lucknow. The facility
has been established at
the Maharishi Parashar
Bioresource Centre in
Banthra and is designed
to promote environmen-
tal awareness, scientific
learning and under-
standing of biodiversity.
The initiative aims to
provide an interactive
platform where stu-
dents, educators and
visitors can learn about
nature, plants, ecologi-
cal systems and sustain-
able practices.

MUMBAI
Banks to get
cyber security
Union Home and
Cooperation Minister

Amit Shah has stressed
the need for stronger
cybersecurity and digital
safeguards in urban coop-
erative banks. Speaking
at the Sahakar Nav-Kranti
programme in Mumbai,
Shah  highlighted the
growing importance of
protecting digital bank-
ing systems as financial
transactions increasingly
move online. He called
for stronger measures
against digital transaction
fraud and greater use of
technology and forensic
capabilities by coopera-
tive banks.

NEW DELHI

India gets clean
energy milestone

India has crossed the
significant milestone
of 300 gigawatts of
installed non-fossil fuel-
based electricity capac-
ity, marking an impor-
tant development in the
country’s  clean-energy
transition. New and
Renewable Energy Min-
ister Pralhad Joshi high-
lighted the achievement,

noting the continued
expansion of renewable
and other non-fossil

sources of power. The
milestone reflects India’s
growing emphasis on
reducing dependence on
conventional fossil fuels
while expanding cleaner
sources of electricity.
Solar and wind power
have played an important
role in increasing renew-
able capacity, alongside
hydropower and other
non-fossil sources.
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Regd. No. D.L.-33004/99 | sg 321712 0.077 227 29971 0.077 365 584/2 0.016
89 | Shivrinarayan | Kataud 3216/2 0.0086 228 2971 0.101 366 584/3 0.154
90 321614 0.059 229 297/2 0.020 367 585/2 0.160
91 320212 0.0135 230 2981 0.020 368 564 0.020
92 320211 0.336 231 298/2 0.028 369 565 0.138
93 3199/4 0.028 232 296 0.003 370 566/2 0.143
m 94 3199/5 0.012 233 295 0.069 37 5621 0.069
@ @ f 7 - 95 3204 0.235 234 21/3 0.008 372 562/3 0.081
h?' azl?ttl? 1 | .J tth 1 96 3205/1 0.061 235 293 0.243 ara 56212 0.101
TG — ¥ ol — & —20072026—274908 97 320512 0.138 236 21/2 0.161 374 555/3 0.053
CG-CG-E-29072026-274908 98 3206 0.0259 237 24716 0.053 375 544 0.036
STHTETROT 99 3193 0.049 238 24714 0.073 376 543 0.092
EXTRAORDINARY ] 100 3194 0.036 239 24717 0.057 377 540 0.233
Pﬂ_ll"l—_g‘:;o; g—_sft‘i;?;:inq{li]i) 101 3208/3 0.125 240 24211 0.036 378 54211 0.080
102 3208/2 0.150 241 247/2 0.061 379 54212 0.081
103 3207 0.182 242 242/2 0.004 380 541 0.020
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY 104 3195 0.053 243 24715 0.061 381 539/2 0.032
3864] 4 facell, gUaR, TS 22, 2026 / ATHE 31, 1948 105 3192 0.202 244 24713 0.150 382 520/2 0.031
3864] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2026/ASHADHA 31, 1948 106 3140 0.111 245 24711 0.069 383 529/3 0.052
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 107 3142 0.178 246 245 0.040 384 525/1 0.053
(South East Central Railway) 108 3143 0.096 247 2432 0.116 385 525/2 0.053
NOTIFICATION 100 3141 0.271 248 24311 0.048 386 526/2 0.044
Bilaspur, the 18th July, 2026 ho 313711 0.004 249 244 0.053 387 528/1 0.003
Notice Under Section 20A of the Railway Act, 1989 Lk 3144 0.163 250 233 4055 i 220 N A0
5.0. 4034(E).— In exercise of powers conferred by sub-section (1) 12 3148 0.162 251 246 0.012 389 526/3 0.081
of section 20A of the Railways Act.1989 (24 of 1989) (hereinafter | 113 3147 0.115 252 231/3 0.020 390 526/5 0.098
referred as the said Act), the Central Gwammsqt. after b:e:ing sqtisﬁqd 114 3145 0.083 253 23111 0.008 391 520f2 0.101
e Tl susn | oo | [ oo
Railway Project, namely construction of “Kharsia-Naya Raipur- 116 3134/1 0.147 255 234 0.036 383 | Shivrinarayan Belha 520/4 0.081
Parmalkasa 5th and 6th Line of South East Central Railway (278 Km)~ 117 3134/3 0.144 256 236 0.121 394 518/4 0.008
of Janjgir Champa District in the state of Chhattisgarh, hereby declares [ y4g 313312 0.144 257 200(Samil201/1){ 0.117 395 48612 0.356
e mf:::c:;t;grﬁ:;;er::tg:il?rﬁl;e said land may within a period of 30 i 31 490 28 P L, 08 SOt A 2129
days from the date of publication of this nofification in the official gazette 120 3132 0.205 259 23211 0.016 387 466/12 0.296
raise objection to the acquisition of such land for the aforesaid purpose | 121 3154 0.182 260 23212 0.001 398 486110 0.016
undersub-section (1) of section 20D of the said Act. 122 3153 0.109 261 188 0.134 399 4868 0.028
Every objection shall be made to the Competent Authority namaely 123 3126 0.201 262 189 0.028 400 48411 0.015
g;“: aﬂi‘:;iaﬂ':'i:ﬂ:t‘: é“;‘g’:ﬂ:ﬂ’ ::t“i%'t" g?{',ﬁ:;;,:‘:ﬂi%c::g’ﬁ 124 3155/3 0.300 263 | Shivrinarayan | Tulsi 199/2 0.020 401 485 0.129
competent Autharity shall give the objector an opportunity of being | 128 3124 0.022 264 187 0.053 402 456/ D166
heard, either in person or through a legal practitioner and may, after | 126 3123 0.055 265 186/1 0.077 403 483 0.060
hearing all such objections and after making such further enquiry, if any, 127 3304 0.050 266 1831 0.061 404 48212 0.089
gmﬁﬁ':gﬁfggﬁs“m”w L il L T 330311 0.121 267 18372 0.012 405 80411 0.105
Any order made by the Competent Authority under sub-section (2) | 129 3303/2 0.113 268 180/3 0.020 406 80412 0.088
of section 20D of the said act shall be final. The land plans and ather 130 3305 0.0186 269 180/4 0.008 407 8141 0.040
details of the land covered under this notification are available and can 131 3308 0.265 270 176/3 0.056 408 B14/2 0.036
be ins i
il loleleys el kel el _ 3307 0.162 271 176/4 0.077 409 82212 0.130
SCHEDULE 133 | Shivrinarayan Kataud 3309 0.214 272 176/T 0.036 410 82215 0.101
Brief description of the land to be acquired with or without structure 134 33191 0.004 273 17212 0.089 4N g221 0.064
for the Special Railway Project namely construction of “Kharsia-Naya 135 331972 0.015 274 169/2 0.089 412 82213 0.036
Raipur-Parmalkasa 5" and 6" Line of South East Central Railway (278 136 3318/2 0.138 275 17112 0.032 413 B22/4 0.142
Km)" of Janjgir Champa Districtin the state of Chhattisgarh. 137 331811 0.049 276 169/3 0.073 414 8151 0.032
Name of District - Janjgir Champa (State - Chhattisgarh) 138 3416 0.098 277 164/1 0.024 415 B15/2 0.081
No Tehsil Mame of the] Khasra/ Area 139 3317 0.040 278 176/1 0.004 416 817 0.028
: Village Plot No. (in hectares) | 4140 3415 0.046 279 164/2 0.158 417 B20 0.211
1 Shivrinarayan | Kataud 2703 0.235 141 3422 0.014 280 163/1 0.109 418 818 0.101
2 2695/1 0.140 142 342112 0.121 281 162 0.117 419 8191 0.050
3 2696 0.065 143 34211 0.081 282 16312 0.020 420 81912 0.142
4 2698/1 0.036 144 3425 0.019 283 160/2 0.053 421 823/4 0.072
5 2698/2 0.036 145 3426 0.009 284 161 0.182 422 821/4 0.004
6 2698/13 0.040 146 3180 0,226 285 182/2 0.073 Total area in hectares = 8.489
¥ 2702/1 0.025 147 3189 0.050 286 130/6 0.263 423 | Shivrinarayan | Gangajal | 226 0.048
8 2702/2 0.028 148 3188 0.065 287 130/4 0.227 424 2241 0.214
9 270213 0.028 149 3191/1 0.077 288 130/2 0.182 425 22412 0.045
10 26952 0.004 150 319142 0.077 289 17 0.024 426 21503 0.093
n 2697 0.053 151 3185/2 0.210 290 120 0.077 427 215/ 0.028
12 26093/2 0.036 152 3185/ 0.012 291 130/5 0.028 428 21512 0.069
13 2700 0.049 153 3184 0.384 292 121 0.117 429 219 0.129
14 2688 0.096 154 3149/2 0.194 293 12213 0.028 430 217 0.077
15 2687 0.041 155 3151 0.166 204 12212 0.227 431 2181 0.004
16 26853 0.012 156 3152 0.093 295 12211 0.032 432 216 0.040
17 2689 0.040 157 3150 0.101 296 12414 0.020 433 206 0.162
18 2680 0.024 158 3157 0.073 297 124/5 0.069 434 210 0.069
19 269111 0.093 159 3155/2 0.406 208 124/6 0.024 435 2031 0.142
20 2691/2 0.081 160 3156 0.186 299 124/8 0.061 436 | Shivrinarayan | Gangajal | 2032 0.020
21 2753 0.061 161 3155(1 0.421 300 124/3 0.049 437 194/2 0.028
22 2754/1 0.134 162 3300/1 0.502 301 10211 0.202 438 119 0.036
23 275442 0129 163 3300/2 0.518 302 10212 0.158 439 19411 0.008
24 2755/1 0.101 164 3297/2 0.393 303 101/1 0.137 440 193 0.238
25 275512 0.113 165 344114 0.192 304 B46/7 0.283 441 12112 0.040
26 2759 0.259 166 3441/3 0.146 305 B46/6 0.004 442 1211 0117
27 276317 0.008 167 3311 0.045 Total area in hectares = 6.259 443 118711 0.121
28 276311 0.020 168 3310 0.178 306 | Shivrinarayan | Kuryari 23301 0.011 444 192/4 0.198
29 276316 0.022 169 3312 0.243 307 23302 0.036 445 19211 0.001
30 2763/2 0.049 170 3313 0.057 308 233013 0.036 446 12313 0.045
£l 276313 0.105 171 3315 0.158 309 2326 0.038 447 124 0.004
32 2766 0.045 172 33161 0.052 310 232713 0.032 448 19111 0.287
33 2767 0.041 173 331612 0.053 an 233212 0.040 449 1187/2 0.032
2769 0.031 174 3417 0.190 312 233211 0.053 450 1381 0.053
35 2764 0.113 175 3440/1 0.195 313 2331/t 0.045 451 138/2 0.089
36 2756 0.142 176 3318/2 0.138 314 233112 0.045 452 190 0.045
v 2758 0.038 177 | Shivrinarayan | Kataud 3418 0.295 315 233173 0.040 453 138/5 0.085
2740114 0.117 178 3419 0.231 316 23291 0.053 454 19113 0.239
39 2740115 0.158 179 344072 0.123 37 232972 0.029 455 13713 0.008
40 2740116 0.148 180 342011 0.134 318 232003 0.053 456 136 0.012
41 2740013 0.069 181 3420/2 0.016 319 2329/4 0.028 457 1371 0.008
42 2740/12 0.006 182 3439 0,206 320 2329/5 0.024 458 141f2 0.001
43 2768 0.002 183 3438 0.036 321 2344 0.004 459 141/1 0.028
44 280011 0175 184 3449 0.008 322 2345 0.032 460 140 0.064
45 Shivrinarayan Kataud 280042 0.004 185 345011 0.202 323 234611 0.012 461 188 0.008
46 2800/3 0.194 186 3453 0.036 324 2346/2 0.012 462 184/1 0.109
47 2799/1 0.043 187 3452/1 0.215 325 2346/3 0.012 463 184/2 0.012
48 2801 0.003 188 345242 0.080 326 234313 0.028 464 18211 0.012
49 2799/2 0.303 189 3459 0.045 327 2347/4 0.113 465 183 0.057
50 2799/3 0.054 190 346013 0.077 328 2347/2 0.101 466 182110 0.247
51 28031 0.105 191 3461/1 0.081 329 2347/3 0.028 467 18214 0.085
52 2803/4 0.105 192 3462 0.024 Total area in heclares = 0.905 468 540 0.020
53 2803/2 0.198 193 346012 0.006 330 | Shivrinarayan | Belha 665/2 0.105 460 182/5 0.016
54 2803/3 0.012 194 3461/4 0.032 331 666/1 0.237 470 182113 0.080
55 280644 0.235 195 348812 0.018 332 666/5 0.125 471 182114 0.283
278811 0.004 196 3461/3 0.032 333 666/3 0.053 472 18212 0.093
57 2797/2 0.032 197 3461/2 0.119 334 666/2 0.019 473 552 0.045
58 2873/2 0.336 198 3475(2 0.020 335 6671 0.004 474 553/2 0.083
59 2870/ 0.004 199 3488/1 0.110 336 B67/3 0.031 475 55311 0.016
80 287311 0.162 200 347611 0.314 337 626/4 0.041 476 554/2 0.081
61 2874/ 0.243 201 347612 0.036 338 629 0.089 477 555/2 0.081
62 287442 0.227 202 3485 0.010 339 630 0.073 478 555/1 0.061
63 2888 0.077 203 3483 0.076 340 631 0.065 479 556/1 0.004
2886 0.215 204 348111 0.186 341 669/1/J 0.045 480 | Shivrinarayan Gangajal | 576/2 0.008
85 2890 0.020 205 3481/2 0.105 342 B69/1/YN 0.026 481 572 0.271
66 2875 0.020 206 3482 0.044 343 609/2 0.042 482 57112 0.202
67 2878/1 0.032 207 3478/2 0.077 344 §09/1 0.116 483 570/2 0.012
2885 0.227 208 3479/1 0.101 345 810/ 0.259 484 569 0.121
89 2891 0.178 209 348011 0.012 346 611/2 0.004 485 568 0.162
70 288414 0.085 210 179711 0.112 347 508/1 0.267 486 5711 0.186
71 288445 0.132 211 1797/3 0.016 348 608/3 0.312 487 573 0.012
72 2884/3 0.081 212 3480/3 0.137 349 | Shivrinarayan | Belha 508/4 0.023 488 56711 0.081
73 28841 0.081 213 1720 0.101 350 B07/1 0.112 489 56712 0.121
74 2883/ 0.028 214 1797/2 0.049 351 B07/4 0.117 490 566 0.138
75 288312 0.085 215 3125 0.084 352 607/5 0.111 491 562/2 0.195
76 2884/7 0.077 216 3314 0.081 353 807/8 0.016 492 565/1 0.028
7 288416 0.069 217 3187 0.101 354 600/ 0.069 493 564/1 0.077
78 2881 0.040 218 3451 0.137 355 600/2 0.048 494 564/2 0.008
79 3061/1/= 0.607 Total area in hectares = 25.0794 356 602/3 0.048 Total area in hectares = 5.892
80 3221/8 0.752 219 | Shivrinarayan Tulsi 3041 0.036 387 60211 0.048 4895 | Shivrinarayan Tenduaa 543 0.093
81 3699 0.223 220 304/2 0.040 358 602/2 0.061 496 (Kuryari) | 54/4 0.081
82 3221/8 0.063 221 303 0.040 359 606/2 0.369 497 54/1/J 0.472
83 32201 0.081 222 301/ 0.036 360 50412 0.009 498 54/1/JH 0.202
3220/2 0.231 223 301/2 0.036 361 603 0.243 499 54/9 0.036
85 3218 0.040 224 301/3 0.028 362 583/2 0.097 500 54/8 0.053
3219 0.045 225 302 0.020 363 583/1 0.165 501 54/10 0.058
B7 321711 0.073 226 300 0.034 364 584/1 0.061 502 5611 0.046

Cont -
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Rather than viewing the problem of
substance abuse solely through the
lens of laws or campaigns, there is a o (]
need to understand the underlying
social and personal factors.
=== e Dllaspur Reglon
Collector MCB
Seni fficial 1 h d Sanjay Pandey,new |~
C11101" O111C1dlS, CIMPIL, N0Nourc : Medicines
PRO SECR Bllaspur sezg(led during
rai

with ‘OP Jindal Karmayogi Samman’

Birth anniversary of OP Jindal, celebrated as the ‘Steelman’ was observed with reverence

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Sanjay Kumar
Pandey has formally
assumed charge as the
Public Relations Officer

NNl -
;‘; "
A :ﬁ_. J,..r»‘

TAKHATPUR: The Drug
Administration carried out
a major operation in Vil-
lage Khamhariya, located
within the  Takhatpur

Central Chronicle News ‘Raigarh Drishti’ and Samman. The program | (PRO) of the South East block. Upon inspection of
‘K.K. Films. commenced with the | Central Railway (SECR) sional role, as he takes on | a clinic situated behind
RAIGARH: The birth During the event, garlanding of the statue | Headquarters in Bilaspur.  the responsibility of repre- | ‘Somu Medical Stores’ in
anniversary of OP Jin- @ , - '] senior company offi- of OP Jindal located | A native of Semartal vil- senting SECR Bilaspur as | Khamhariya, it was discov-
dal-fondly known as ' : vk Ny cials, employees, and within the Jindal Steel | lage near Bilaspur, Pandey its PRO. On the occasion | ered that Birendra Malik
‘Babuji, the founder of ' ¥ a y distinguished individ- complex. Subsequently, | completed his schooling of his joining, officers and | was stocking 36 varieties of
the Jindal Group and Nge \ : uals who have made individuals who had | ata Government Schoolin staff of South East Central | medicines without a valid
celebrated as the ‘Steel- > ‘-1_\; - w - | outstanding contribu- made significant con- | Bilaspur. His strong per- Railway extended their | drug license. This storage
man’-was observed L e A W AR _44 tions in various fields tributions to the com- | sonal and educational ties warm congratulations and | practice constituted a clear
with reverence and To mark the occasion, organized at the Jin- were honoured with the pany and society were | with the city now extend best wishes to Pandey for | violation of the Drugs and
respect on August 7. a special program was dal Steel premises by ‘OP Jindal Karmayogi felicitated. into a significant profes- his new assignment. Cosmetics Act, 1940.
56/2 0.012 70 894/1 0.1440 172 17512 0.1450 276 578/3 0.028
571 0.280 71 894/2 0.1440 173 153/4 0.1210 277 578/4 0.028
572 0.052 72 1189/3 0.0040 174 153/6 0.0200 278 578/5 0.028
62,63,58/2 0.011 73 107111 0.1440 175 153/2 0.1010 279 578/6 0.024
6411 0.172 74 | Nawagarh Bargao | 1071/2 0.1740 176 257 0.0120 280 578/7 0.0792
B5/1 0.097 75 1073/1 0.1010 177 258 0.2020 281 578/8 0.016
68 0.056 76 1073/2 0.2220 178 259/1 0.0610 282 251/8 0.0565
49/5 0.064 77 1074 0.1010 179 153/9 0.0400 283 251/9 0.0661
47 0.570 78 1076/2 0.0530 180 25912 0.0400 284 251/5 0.004
46 0.013 79 1076/1 0.0450 181 2601 0.0080 285 251/6 0.0768
43,44 0.506 80 1076/3 0.0490 182 260/2 0.0080 286 251/7 0.0251
41 0.263 81 111604 0.1450 183 261 0.0160 287 251711 0.0464
40/4 0.055 82 1116/3 0.1210 184 2631 0.0120 288 251/2
13 0.012 83 1116/5 0.1250 185 263/2 0.1210 289 251/3 0.147
40/3 0.009 84 11161 0.0850 186 3011 0.0690 290 251/4
151 0.184 85 M2 + 0.0490 187 3012 0.0280 291 2531 0.0321
16/1 0.440 111212 188 301/3 0.0970 292 2521 0.1056
16/3 0.452 86 1111 0.1370 189 301/5 0.0440 293 252/2 0.0541
16/4 0.518 87 1113 0.0970 180 3021 0.1780 284 | Nawagarh Pendry 5431 0.108
381 0.409 88 1101/5 0.0890 191 30202 0.1570 205 543/5 0.0123
39/6 0.135 89 11101 0.0810 192 303 0.0040 298 543/8 0.0741
Shivrinarayan | Tenduaa | 221/2 0.205 90 1110/2 0.1290 193 30411 0.0530 297 543/4 0.001
(Kuryari) | 221/11 0.061 N 1121 0.1270 194 304/2 0.0040 298 543/6 0.061
213,214,215, | 0655 92 1822 0.1330 195 304/3 0.0040 209 543/3 0.0204
218,219/1samil 93 1119 0.0200 196 305/1 0.0210 300 542/1/GH 0.1471
216/ 0.101 Total area in hectares = 7.930 197 305/2 0.0120 301 54212 0.0031
216/3 0.076 94 | Nawagarh Khaital | 59311 0.1450 198 305/3 0.0120 302 542/1/J 0.1103
314/3 0.004 g5 594/4 0.0060 189 305/4 0.0120 303 542/1/NG 0.0979
216/2 0.081 96 634/11 0.0810 200 3081 0.0120 304 542/3 0.0108
224/2 0.125 97 634/12 0.0810 201 308/3 0.0160 305 54215 0.12861
224/3 0.036 98 634/24 0.0610 202 308/4 0.0160 308 542/1/G 0.001
222/1 0.081 99 634/17 0.0020 203 312/2 0.2630 307 542/1/CH 0.0867
Total area in hectares = 6.776 100 634/2 0.0810 204 31218 0.1210 308 542/11K 0.0344
Total area in hectares = 53.4004 101 634/21 0.2550 205 419 0.0720 309 386/1 0.0942
102 634/6 0.0490 206 422 0.0320 310 388/1 0.0141
Tehsil Mame of the| khasara/ Area 103 634/7 0.1530 207 | Nawagarh Khapradin | 423 0.1620 311 3871 0.101
village Plot No. (lin hectares) 104 634/8 0.0650 208 424/2 0.4650 Nz 38712 0.0025
Nawagarh Bargao | 43/1/kh 0.0080 105 634/9 0.1010 209 4251 0.1320 313 390/1 0.067
43/1/K 0.1620 106 637 0.183 210 4252 0.0200 314 390/2 0.052
4312 0.0610 107 640 0.113 211 42503 0.1540 315 385/5 0.040
43/4 0.0200 108 6682/1 0.2470 212 427/1 0.0120 316 376 0.004
4313 0.0610 109 682/4 0.0810 213 480/3 0.0450 37 396/1 0.194
421 0.2020 110 684/1 0.0400 214 465 0.0810 318 375/1 0.0086
411 0.0730 1M 684/5 0.1900 215 466 0.1320 319 396/4 0.124
41/2 0.0450 112 684/3 0.0400 216 46711 0.1660 320 396/5 0.0474
41/3 0.0040 113 685 0.0650 217 46712 0.3080 321 372 0.109
41/4 0.0400 114 686 0.1480 Total area in hectares = 5.8610 322 373 0.005
391 0.0120 115 688 0.2750 218 | Nawagarh Kirat 4510/2 0.1010 323 397/1 0.072
39/2 0.0360 116 691/2 0.2430 219 45101 0.0620 324 307/4 0.05
4072 0.0610 117 692/5 0.0490 220 4508/4 0.2220 325 397/2 0.0839
311 0.0610 118 | Nawagarh Khairtal | 692/1, 693/1 0.1480 221 4509/1 0.2750 326 397/3 0.106
31/2 0.0850 119 694/1 0.1210 222 4509/2 0.1010 327 489/2 0.0047
291 0.0730 120 694/2 0.0690 223 427304 0.3650 328 3976 0.0008
2972 0.0160 121 697/2, 6981 0.1010 224 4561 0.0120 329 398 0.04
301 0.0490 122 699 0.1130 225 4580 0.0120 330 399 0.1179
28 0.0360 123 697/3 0.0970 226 4559 0.0450 331 404 0.0008
26 0.0570 124 778 0.1090 227 4557 0.0320 332 402/3 0.0544
25 0.0530 125 7011 0.1420 238 4556/3 0.2430 333 403/2 0.053
751 0.0790 126 701/3 0.0810 229 4550 0.0650 334 409/2 0.0907
75/2 0.0970 127 702 0.0610 230 4546/2 0.0120 335 409/3 0.1969
75/3 0.0810 128 74114 0.0400 231 4545/3 0.0650 338 409/6 0.0698
761 0.0100 129 74211 0.0280 232 4545/2 0.0960 337 423/1 0.0269
114/1 0.0600 130 766 0.1050 233 454511 0.0810 338 42411 0.0783
114/2 0.0970 131 765/3 0.1210 234 454601 0.0720 339 | Nawagarh Pendry | 42201 0.105
118/ 0.1890 132 765/1 0.1530 235 4515/1 0.0040 340 421/1 0.0216
Nawagarh Bargao 118/2 0.1410 133 767/3, 7677 0.0810 236 4515/7 0.0480 341 421/2 0.0798
17 0.0490 134 765/4 0.2220 237 45511 0.1090 342 430 0.0185
108 0.0040 135 767/2, 761/1, | 02390 238 4551/9 0.1090 343 420 0.0085
115/1 0.1410 761/3 239 4556/1 0.1130 344 431/2 0.0523
115/2 0.2630 136 T60/3 0.2110 Total area in hectares = 2.2450 345 419/3 0.0301
115/3 0.1210 137 755/1 0.1180 240 | Nawagarh Pendry | 600/4 0.1094 348 4191 0.028
901 0.3120 138 75502 0.1010 241 601/1 0.002 347 418 0.0714
903 0.2020 139 754 0.1210 242 B01/2 0.016 348 433/2 0.0064
g08/2 0.0610 140 758 0.1510 243 601/4 0.02 349 417 0.052
909 0.0040 141 745 0.1820 244 602/1 0.024 350 434/1 0.0073
91111 0.1510 142 7531 0.0490 245 B02/2 0.024 351 435/1 0.0342
911/3 0.1510 143 753/2 0.0160 246 8031 0.049 352 439 0.04186
911/2 0.1210 144 752 0.0280 247 603/2 0.053 353 440 0.0913
913 0.0610 145 760/4 0.0610 | 248 606/2 0.0053 354 441 0.0594
9141 0.1010 146 7461 0.0810 249 | Nawagarh Pendry 6071 0.0186 355 44211 0.0015
914/2 0.1710 147 743/2 0.0400 250 608 0.053 356 442/2 0.1315
915/1 0.0200 148 748/5 0.0120 251 §10/1 0.057 357 450/5 0.0437
934 0.0280 149 748/4 0.0120 252 610/2 0.042 358 45011 0.114
932/1 0.1080 150 748/1 0.0360 253 610/3 0.04 359 450/2/K 0.0801
933 0.0240 151 748/2 0.0690 254 11 0.225 360 450/4 0.0224
935 0.0040 152 7431 0.3650 255 582/3 0.032 361 449/1 0.031
9821 0.1210 153 744 0.0610 256 5821 0.004 362 449/2 0.0117
982/2 0.1210 154 757/2 0.0200 257 582/3 0.012 363 448/1 0.0091
984/1 0.0480 155 761/2 0.0120 258 582/2 0.004 364 448/2 0.0427
984/2 0.0320 Total area in hectares = 6.5100 259 582/4 0.004 365 447 0.022
987 0.0560 156 | Nawagarh Khapradih | 36/1 0.1210 280 672 0.004 366 446 0.0022
983 0.0080 157 37 0.0120 261 583 Included |  0.121 367 609/1 0.008
1188 0.0120 158 180/1 0.1890 262 585 0.109 368 609/4 0.012
993/1 0.1850 159 180/4 0.0610 263 586/1/KH 0.036 369 609/5 0.012
118501 0.0720 160 180/5 0.4460 264 586/1/G 0.045 7o 609/2 0.0246
1185/2 0.0610 161 17212 0.1010 265 586/1/GH 0.03 371 609/3 0.0232
1185/3 0.0970 162 | Nawagarh Khapradih | 172/9 0.0400 266 586/1/NG 0.036 372 687/2 0.0843
1185/5 0.0530 163 172/5 0.1620 267 586/1/CH 0.016 373 666 0.0432
1185/6 0.0200 164 172/3 0.1210 268 58711 0.057 Total area in hectares = 6.6095
1066 0.0810 165 172/4 0.0810 269 587/2 0.0127 Total area of the entire square in hectares = 29,1555
1067 0.0810 166 178/1 0.1620 270 587/3 0.0226 Note:- The hearing for claim/objection received with reference to
1184 0.0650 167 179/2 0.0400 prad ] 887/5 0.028 above notification will be done in the office of The Competent
prrey 50850 168 e 01210 s e 0.000 T:I;hc:”ﬂtéllg?ld Acquisition and Sub-Divisional Officer (Revenue),
1069 0.0650 169 17411 01010 273 579 0.201 [File. No. DCE/C/BSP/5tha BVIKHS-PMS/20/AJ5]
916 0.0400 170 174/2 0.2390 274 578/1 0.028 (Mudit Bhatnagar), Chief Administrative Officer (Construction)
8931 0.0400 171 1761 0.0730 275 578(2 0.012 CPRMD3Z2-C South East Central Railway, Bilaspur
(N ] [ J (N ] [ ] o0 [ J o0 [ J
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“GeM has achieved
a cumulative Gross
Merchandise Value of over
20 lakh crore rupees in the
last ten years.”

: Mihir Kumar
| il CEO, GeM

Business conference orgamsed by DCCI
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A business conference was organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) in Dhaka.

Govt signs MoUs with industry
players to boost start-ups

The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), under the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, has signed a series of MoUs with key industry players and ecosystem enablers

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Depart-
ment for Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT), under the
Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, has signed
a series of Memoranda
of Understanding (MoUs)
with key industry players
and ecosystem enablers
to strengthen support
for startups and promote
innovation-led growth.
The partnerships have
been signed with Cash-
free Payments, Darwin
Dynamics, Vultr India,

Cars24 and the Council
for Startup India (CSD),
covering areas including
digital payments, fintech,

deep-tech  innovation,
cloud infrastructure,
mobility technology,
artificial intelligence,

investment and global
market access.

India’s startup eco-
system has emerged as
one of the world’s larg-
est and fastest-growing
entrepreneurial hubs. As
of March 2026, India had
approximately 2.30 lakh
DPIIT-recognised start-
ups, generating more

127

©The country also had
around 127 unicorns,
with a combined
valuation exceeding
US$350 billion
(approximately Rs33
lakh crore).

than 23.36 lakh direct
jobs. The country also
had around 127 unicorns,
with a combined valua-
tion exceeding US$350
billion (approximately

Rs 33 lakh crore). India
ranks third globally in
the number of startups
and unicorns, reflecting
strong growth in technol-
ogy, fintech, healthcare,
e-commerce, deep tech,
and other sectors.

In the first half of
2026, eight Indian start-
ups became unicorns,
highlighting  continued
investor interest despite
a more selective fund-
ing environment. Under
the MoU with Cashfree
Payments India Pvt Ltd,
DPIIT-recognised start-
ups will gain access to

digital payment and
payout solutions, iden-
tity  verification and
risk-management  ser-

vices, along with prefer-
ential onboarding and
commercial benefits.
The partnership will
also include founder
workshops, mentor-
ing sessions, AI builda-
thons, hackathons and
knowledge-sharing pro-
grammes focused on dig-
ital payments, compli-
ance, fraud prevention,
KYC, cross-border trans-
actions and emerging
technologies.

India & Uzbekistan
seek greater trade
cooperation

$3 BN IN 3 YEARS:
ZBEKISTAN EYE 2X

Press Trust Of India

India and Uzbekistan
are looking to expand
bilateral economic
cooperation by
encouraging compa-
nies from both coun-
tries to invest.

NEW DELHI: India and
Uzbekistan are looking
to expand bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation by
encouraging companies
from both countries
to invest, manufacture
and develop businesses
together. Commerce
and Industry Minister
PiyushGoyal has invited
Indian and  Uzbek
companies to explore
opportunities for co-in-
vestment and co-manu-
facturing and called for
efforts to increase bilat-
eral trade.

The initiative is aimed
at creating stronger com-
mercial links between
the two economies and

HIGHLIGHT

eCommerce and
Industry Minister
PiyushGoyal has
invited Indian and
Uzbek companies to
explore opportunities
in India.

encouraging businesses
to participate in each
other’s markets. Coop-
eration between com-
panies can help develop
new supply chains,
increase investment and
create opportunities
for exporters.

| CONSUMER MARKET

India’s market attracts
European business interest

Press Trust Of India

India is increasingly
being viewed as an
attractive invest-
ment destination by
European companies
because of its expand-
ing consumer market.

NEW DELHI: India is
increasingly being viewed
as an attractive invest-
ment destination by
European companies
because of its expanding
consumer market, ris-
ing household demand
and growing manufac-
turing opportunities. A
recent assessment high-
lighted India’s strong
economic growth and the
potential for European
businesses to increase
their presence in the
country.

India’s large popula-
tion and expanding mid-
dle class have created
significant opportunities
for companies operat-

T

ing in consumer goods,
automobiles, electronics,

financial services, tech-
nology and other sectors.
European businesses
are also looking at India
as a potential manufac-
turing and supply-chain
hub. The expansion of
domestic demand is an
important factor behind
growing investor inter-
est. As incomes rise and
urbanisation continues,
demand for products and
services is expected to
increase across multiple

categories.
Manufacturing is

another major area of

opportunity. India has

been encouraging domes-

HIGHLIGHT

® A recent assessment
highlighted India’s
strong economic
growth and the
potential for European
businesses to increase
their presence in the
country.

tic production through
initiatives designed to
strengthen industrial
capacity and attract for-
eign investment. Euro-
pean companies can
potentially  participate
through direct invest-
ment, joint ventures and
technology partnerships
with Indian firms.

| GOLD PRICES |

Gold, silver to exteml rally next week

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Gold and silver
prices are expected to
extend their gains next
week, as inflation data
from major economies
and developments on
efforts to end hostilities in
West Asia are likely to set
the tone for bullion, ana-
lysts said.

Investors will track
inflation numbers from
the US, Germany, Japan
and India, while upcom-
ing Chinese economic

data will also be crucial
for industrial metals, they
added. “Gold and silver
momentum looks positive
and are expected to trade
with a positive bias and

move up towards Rs 1.57
lakh per 10 grams and Rs
2.80 lakh per kg in the
short term,” Pranav Mer,
Senior Vice President,
EBG - Commodity & Cur-

rency Research, JM Finan-
cial Services Ltd, said. On
the domestic front, gold
futures for October deliv-
ery climbed Rs 8,444, or
nearly 6 per cent, during
the week to close at Rs
1.51 lakh per 10 grams.
Silver futures for the
September contract
surged Rs 14,268, or
nearly 7 per cent, to set-
tle at Rs 2.31 lakh per
kilogram on the Multi
Commodity  Exchange.
“Gold witnessed a strong
rally this week, gain-

ing nearly 6 per cent, as
weaker-than-expected
US labour market data
revived expectations of
a more accommodative
monetary policy from
the Federal Reserve,”
said Jateen  Trivedi,
VP Research Analyst,
Commodity and Cur-
rency, LKP Securities.
The weaker dollar also
encouraged fresh buying
in precious metals, allow-
ing gold to post one of its
strongest weekly gains in
recent months, he added.

BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

MARKET TRENDS
Crude oil, developments in West Asia, inflation
data to drive markets this week, say analysts

MUMBALI: Crude oil prices, geopolitical
tensions in West Asia, and upcoming
inflation data will dictate stock mar-
ket direction this week, according to
analysts. Moreover, developments sur-
rounding the Strait of Hormuz, foreign
investor trading activity, and domestic
quarterly earnings will also remain key
monitorables for the Indian stock mar-
ket, experts added.

“Domestically, investors will
closely monitor the July CPI inflation
print, WPI inflation, and the latest
foreign exchange reserves data for
fresh insights into inflation trends and
external sector stability. The Q1 FY27
earnings season will gather further
momentum, with several companies,
including HAL, Bharat Forge, Grasim
Industries, and Tata Motors, scheduled
to announce their quarterly results,”

Ajit Mishra - SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said. Globally, market par-
ticipants will continue to monitor devel-
opments surrounding the Strait of Hor-
muz, movements in crude oil prices,
and broader geopolitical negotiations
involving Iran, he added. “This week
is likely to be shaped by two dominant
themes: developments in the Middle
East and the July US inflation report.
Attention will remain firmly focused
on the Middle East, where negotiations
over the Strait of Hormuz remain fluid,”
Ponmudi R, CEO - Enrich Money, an
online trading and wealth tech firm,
said. On the macroeconomic front, the
July US inflation report will be the key
global event in the week ahead, he said
and added that crude oil will remain
another key monitorable for Indian
markets.

ENERGY

Reliance Industries
expands renewable
energy venture

MUMBAI: Reliance Industries has
announced a major expansion of its
renewable energy venture, signaling
a strong commitment toward clean
energy and future-focused invest-
ments. The company revealed plans
to invest significantly in solar man-
ufacturing, green hydrogen produc-
tion, and advanced energy storage
systems over the coming years.

Officials stated that the expansion
aligns with the company’s long-term
vision of achieving sustainability
while maintaining steady growth in
its core businesses. The renewable
energy segment is expected to play
a crucial role in diversifying revenue
streams and reducing dependence on
fossil fuels.

The company has already initiated
the development of integrated man-
ufacturing hubs designed to produce
solar panels, electrolyzers, and bat-
tery technologies at scale. Strategic
collaborations with global technol-
ogy partners are also being explored
to enhance efficiency, innovation,
and competitiveness in international
markets.

RESULTS

Sky Gold & Diamonds
Q1 profit doubles to
Rs 105 CR

KOLKATA: Sky
Gold & Diamonds
Ltd on Sunday
reported that its
consolidated net
profit more than
doubled to Rs 105crore for the quarter
ended June 30, from Rs 43.58 crore a
year earlier, on strong sales growth. Total
income rose by 78 per cent to Rs 2,012.8
crore in the April-June quarter from Rs
1,131.2 crore a year earlier, the Mum-
bai-based jewellery manufacturer said in
a regulatory filing. Total expenses rose to
Rs 1,885.94 crore from Rs 1,076.70 crore
in the year-ago period. “QIFY27 has been
a strong start to the year, with robust
growth and sustained margin improve-
ment reflecting disciplined execution and
achieving operating efficiency for scale,”
Managing Director Mangesh Chauhan
said. Chauhan said the company contin-
ues to see healthy demand for lightweight,
versatile and value-added jewellery, add-
ing that its early focus on ultra-lightweight
products and an expanding portfolio
across lower-carat and diamond-studded
categories had helped it respond quickly
to shifting consumer preferences.

UPI PAYMENT

Govt clarifies, UPI payment system remains
free for ordinary indian citizens

NEW DELHI: The government has clar-
ified that ordinary citizens will con-
tinue to use the Unified Payments
Interface without paying a transac-
tion fee, amid recent discussions sur-
rounding possible charges on digital
payments. The clarification is impor-
tant for millions of Indians who use
UPI every day for shopping, bill pay-
ments, money transfers and other
transactions. UPI has become one of
the most widely used digital payment
systems in India, supporting transac-
tions between individuals, merchants
and businesses. Its widespread adop-
tion has helped accelerate the coun-
try’s transition towards digital pay-
ments and reduced dependence on
cash for many everyday transactions.

The government has indicated
that any future discussion about
charges would primarily concern the
commercial arrangements involving
merchants and payment-service pro-
viders rather than imposing a direct
fee on ordinary users. The issue has
attracted attention because UPI trans-
actions have grown significantly in
recent years. For small businesses
and retailers, payment costs are an
important consideration because
digital transactions form a growing

0.
share of their daily sales. Any changes
to the payment ecosystem therefore
need to balance the interests of con-
sumers, merchants, banks and pay-
ment companies. The government
has continued to support UPI as an
important part of India’s digital pub-
lic infrastructure. The system has also
expanded internationally, with sev-
eral countries exploring or adopting
UPI-linked payment arrangements.

The latest clarification is expected
to provide greater certainty to con-
sumers and businesses using the
platform. UPI’s continued expan-
sion remains an important element
of India’s digital economy, support-
ing financial inclusion, faster pay-
ments and wider adoption of elec-
tronic transactions across urban and
rural markets.
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Nation News
Shah presents President’s  enererey AADs youth wing
India Limited, an inte- PANAJI
Colour to Puducherry Police &= =2 s e e o from

He praised the force for ensuring nation’s internal security.

Press Trust Of India

PUDUCHERRY: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
presented the President’s
Colour to Puducherry
Police on Sunday and
praised the force for its
commitment and ded-
ication in ensuring the
country’s internal secu-
rity. Referring to the
government doing away
with British-era criminal
laws, including the Indian
Penal Code (IPC), Shah
said its replacement, the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) was enacted with
the intention of ensuring
justice to citizens.

In his address after
presenting the President’s
Colour to the Union Terri-
tory’s police force, he said
the new criminal laws are
based on the “three pillars
of technology, timeline
and trust.” The President’s
Colour is the highest hon-
our given to a military unit
or police force of a state or
union territory. Past recipi-
ents of the honour include
the Indian Navy, Indian
Coast Guard and various
state police departments.

President Droupadi
Murmu had announced on
May 8 the conferment of
the honour on Puducherry
police in recognition of its
“exceptional service, dis-
cipline and distinguished

s

nion Hom

Minister Amit Shah presents the prestigious ‘President’s

.,

Colour’ (Nishaan) to the Puducherry Police.

achievements”. Underlin-
ing the Centre’s commit-
ment to the UT’s growth,
Shah said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision
over the last 12 years has
been to strengthen it.

To make Puducherry
strong, several develop-
ment initiatives, including
investments to the tune
of Rs 39,000 crore in the
last nine years and road
expansion activities worth
thousands of crores of
rupees, have been taken
up, he said. While the UT
received about Rs 3,500
crore in Central fund allo-
cation between 1950 and
2014, the NDA government
provided Rs 13,762 crore
during the 2014-26 period
to it, he added.

‘Ensure Puducherry becomes
drug-free as PM urged’

LG Kailashnathan, who
also spoke on the occasion,
said that the Centre had
approved the setting up of one
more unit of India Reserve
Battalion (IRBN), an auxiliary
police force. Around 1000
youth would be inducted into
this second unit. He appealed
to the police to ensure that
Puducherry emerged as drug-
free in keeping with the plea
of the Prime Minister. He also
listed the various schemes

HIGHLIGHT

® Centre approves new
India Reserve Battalion
unit.

©DGP Shalini Singh
reviews police wings’
performance.

the Police Department was
implementing in Puducherry
to ensure safety and security
of the people and particularly

the women. Director Gen-
eral of Police Shalini Singh
listed the performance of
the different wings of the
police department, includ-
ing Cyber Crime and law
and order. “Our mission is
to ensure that Puducherry
is the safest and most secure
place for the people and
more particularly for the
tourists visiting the Union
Territory in view of a peace-
ful environment”, she said.

secured multiple distrib-
uted open access solar
EPC orders aggregating
approximately 250 MWp
till July 2026. The proj-
ects span commercial
and industrial customers
across the steel, pack-
aging, manufacturing
and independent power
producer (IPP) segments
in Chhattisgarh, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Pun-
jab and Tamil Nadu, fur-
ther strengthening the
Company’s order book
and pan-India execution
footprint. Commenting
on the development,
Hanish Gupta, Founder &
Managing Director, Sun-
kind India Limited, said,
“The addition of approx-
imately 250 MWp of
distributed open access
EPC orders reflects the
confidence our custom-
ers place in Sunkind’s
engineering capabilities,
execution standards and
commitment to quality.
We continue to witness
strong demand from
commercial and indus-
trial enterprises as renew-
able energy becomes an
integral part of their long-
term business strategy.
These orders strengthen
our execution pipeline
and reinforce our com-
mitment to delivering
reliable, high-quality
clean energy solutions
with a strong focus on
timely execution, opera-
tional excellence and cus-
tomer satisfaction.”

Marathon from
Gurdwara draws
diverse enthusiastic
participants.

MOHALI: The youth wing
of the Punjab AAP on
Sunday held the ‘Punjab
Youth Run 2026’ mara-
thon under the state gov-
ernment’s anti-drug cam-
paign, with party leaders
urging participants to
make fitness a regular
part of their lives. AAP’s
youth wing president and
MLA Manjinder Singh
Lalpura said that the mar-
athon started from Gurd-
wara Sri Amb Sahib and
witnessed  enthusiastic
participation from young-
sters, sportspersons,
women, senior citizens
and people from different
parts of Punjab.
Thanking the partic-
ipants for turning up in
large numbers, Lalpura
said, “The response
showed that the people
of Punjab wanted to see
a healthy, vibrant and
drug-free Punjab. The
event was not merely
a political programme
but an initiative for Pun-
jab and its people.” The
youth wing will orga-
nise similar marathon
events under its ‘Yudh
Nashian Virudh, cam-
paign in other parts of
Punjab, including Amrit-
sar, DPatiala, Bathinda
and Ludhiana, so that
the message of fitness,

® Punjab desires
healthy, vibrant, drug-
free future.

eHealthy society vital
for stronger Punjab:
Sangrur MP.

sports and a drug-free
Punjab can reach every
corner of the state, Lal-
pura further said.

Highlighting the AAP
government’s focus on
sports, AAP MP Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer said,
“The state’s sports bud-
get has increased from
around Rs 150 crore
when I took charge of
the sports department to
approximately Rs 1,800
crore now.” This major
increase reflects the gov-
ernment’s commitment
to ensuring that Pun-
jab’s youth have greater
opportunities to partic-
ipate in sports, he said.
Urging the participants
to make fitness a regular
part of their lives, Hayer
said Do not treat the
marathon as a one-day
activity.

Make walking, run-
ning and exercise a reg-
ular part of your daily
lives. A healthy society
is essential for building
a stronger Punjab and a
healthier India, said the
Sangrur MP. Anandpur
Sahib Malvinder Singh
Kang said fitness and
physical activity should
become an integral part
of everyone’s life.

Protesters demand CBI
probe into exam anomaly

Press Trust Of India

A fresh round of talks
between the govern-
ment and students
failed to achieve any
breakthrough.

RANCHI: The students pro-
testing alleged irregularities
in recruitment exams on
Sunday remained adamant
on their demand for a CBI
probe despite Chief Min-
ister Hemant Soren and
Governor Santosh Kumar
Gangwar promising justice
to them. A fresh round of
talks between the govern-
ment and students failed to
achieve any breakthrough
despite the authorities claim-
ing that they accepted 98
per cent of their demands,
barring one for a CBI probe
into the JSSC-CGL exam’s
alleged irregularities. “Most
of our demands have been
met, including the demand
for cancellation of 14th JPSC
exam. But we will not com-
promise till our demand
for a CBI probe is fulfilled.
We will continue our pro-
posed march to the Jhark-

FASTFACTS

® GM stresses safe
operations, directs
precautionary
measures.

eFunkwal reviews
progress of passenger
facility projects.

hand assembly on August
10,” student leader Ravindra
Paswan said after the sixth
round of talks with a govern-
ment panel. Technical and
Higher Education Minister
and panel member Sudivya
Kumar said the government
has accepted 98 per cent of
the demands, but it is not in
a position to accept one for
the CBI probe into JSSC-CGL
exam, as it was conducted
under the monitoring of the
High Court and Supreme
Court. “We held positive
dialogue with students; the
Jharkhand government will
recommend an ED probe
into financial irregularities
in the Jharkhand Public
Service Commission exam.
Now they will take a final call
whether to withdraw the agi-
tation or not,” Kumar said.

Robust
network

NEW DELHI: Honda
Motorcycle & Scooter
India Pvt. Ltd. (HMSI)

reported total sales of
5.42 lakh units in July
2026, registering a 5%
year-on-year growth
compared to 5.15 lakh
units sold in July 2025.
Domestic sales for the
month stood at 4.76 lakh
units, reflecting a 2%
increase over 4.66 lakh
units in the same period
last year. Meanwhile,
exports saw a strong
surge, reaching 0.66
lakh units, marking a
35% growth compared to
0.49 lakh units exported
in July 2025.

For the  year-to-
date period of FY27
(April-July 2026), HMSI
recorded total sales of
21.54 lakh units, a 14%
rise over 18.90 lakh
units sold during the
corresponding  period
in FY26. Domestic sales
during this period were
18.89 lakh units, up 11%
from 16.95 lakh units,
while exports grew sig-
nificantly by 35% to 2.64
lakh units, compared to
1.95 lakh units last year.

Press Trust Of India

Inspection reviewed
safety, traffic, ameni-
ties, ongoing works.

SAMBALPUR: Parmesh-
war Funkwal, General
Manager of East Coast
Railway, conducted a
comprehensive inspec-
tion of the Sambalpur-
Balangir Section. The
inspection focused on
reviewing the safety
measures, traffic facili-
ties, passenger amenities
and the ongoing infra-
structure works across
several stations in the
section.

During the inspection,
Funkwal thoroughly
reviewed the status of
various traffic facility
works, passenger ame-
nities and infrastructure
development  projects
at key stations along the
route. The General Man-
ager emphasized the
importance of ensuring

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Opera-
tion Sindoor demonstrated
the unmatched valour
of the country’s armed
forces, who sent a global
message that India will go
to any extent to ensure
the safety of its citizens,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Sunday. He

was addressing an event
held at the Base Hospital,
Delhi Cantonment. Singh
commended the defence
forces for eliminating ter-

rorists and their handlers
based in Pakistan and
ensuring that those who
dared to cast an evil eye
on India faced dire con-

|
‘Op Sindoor proves India ensures citizens’ safely’

sequences. Indian armed
forces conducted Opera-
tion Sindoor in May 2025
in response to the deadly
Pahalgam terror attack.

| COMPREHENSIVE INSPECTION |

safe and smooth train
operations and directed
officials to take neces-
sary precautions.
Funkwal also
reviewed the progress
of several ongoing infra-
structure projects aimed

A

Ny .

at enhancing passenger
facilities. These include
improvements in park-
ing areas, circulating
areas, and landscaping at
stations. He focused on
the progress of station
redevelopment  works

ECoR General Manager inspects

Sambalpur-Balangir section

FASTFACTS

® GM stresses safe
operations, directs
precautionary
measures.

eFunkwal reviews
progress of passenger
facility projects.

under the Amrit Station
Scheme, which aims to
elevate passenger experi-
ence across the network.
The General Manager
stressed upon timely
completion of these crit-
ical projects, underscor-
ing their significance in
improving overall service
quality for passengers.
Subash C Chaudhary,
Divisional Railway Man-
ager, Sambalpur and
other senior officials from
Railways were present
during the inspection.

Aam  Aadmi

Party
(AAP) national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal on Sunday
joined protests against a
mega-housing project in
North Goa, and demanded
the scrapping of Section
39A of the TCP Act, alleg-
ing that the provision facil-
itates large-scale land con-
version and threatens the
state’s identity. Participat-
ing in the ‘Save Karapur’
agitation at Azad Maidan
here alongside former
Delhi chief minister Atishi
and other party leaders,
Kejriwal  asserted that
imposing massive residen-
tial complexes on tradi-
tional villages will perma-
nently destroy local water
resources, demographics,
and the state’s ecological
balance. Urging all Goans
and political parties to
unite against the BJP, the
AAP leader said that Sec-
tion 39A of the Town and
Country Planning (TCP)
Act could only be scrapped
if the saffron party was
voted out of power.

NEW DELHI

‘Delhi to be child-
beggar-free’

Delhi government will
soon launch a ‘Child Beggar-
Free Delhi’ campaign to pro-
tect children found begging
at public places and major
road intersections in the city,
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
has said. In a video posted on
X on Saturday, Gupta said the
campaign will be conducted
across 13 districts of the cap-
ital to provide a secure future
to children forced into beg-
gary. The children will not be
moved by force, instead the
government, along with the
Delhi Commission for Protec-
tion of Child Rights (DCPCR)
and NGOs, will counsel their
families, address their dif-
ficulties and provide better
alternatives, Gupta said.
“The campaign will also
identify and expose orga-
nised gangs forcing children
into begging,” she said, ask-
ing people to provide their
comments and suggestions
on the campaign.

AAVAS FINANCIERS LIMITED
[CIN:LB5922RI2011PLCO34297) Regd. & Corp. Office: 201-202, 2nd Floor, South End Square,
Mansarovar Industrial Area, Jaipur. 302020

APPENDIX-IV-A [See proviso to rule 8(6)] Sale notice for sale of immovable properties

E-auctian Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Recanstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read
with praviso to Rule 8{6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower |s)/ Co-Borrower (s)/Mortgagor (s} and Guarantor (s} that the below described
immaovable properties mortgaged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of AAVAS FINANCIERS
LIMITED, the same shall be referred hereln after as AFL. The Secured Assets will be sold on “As is where is”, "As is what Is”, and “Whatever there is” basls through E-Auction for
recovery of amount mentioned inthe table below along with further interest, cost, chargesand expensesbeing due to AFLviz. Secured Creditor.

Itis hereby informed you that we are going to conduct public E-Auction through website https://sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net

EﬂENL’AﬁPKS- EAATH HAMAARA

AAVAS FINANCIERS

Name of the Borrower

Late Mr. Bhagwan Singh Thakur Now
Deceased Through His Legal Heirs Mrs.

Mr. Laxman Singh Thakur, Sushila Thakur,

(A/C NO.) 181214201040756

Sushila Thakur, Mr. Bajarang Singh Thalwr,

Laxman Singh Thakur, Bajarang Singh Thakur

LIMITED

(CIN:LB5922R)2011PLCD34297) Regd. & Corp. Office: 201-202, 2nd Floor,
South End Square, Mansarovar Industrial Area, Jaipur. 302020

Demand Notice Under Section 13(2) of Securitisation Act of 2002

As the Loan Account Became NPA therefore The Autherised Officer (AD) Under section 13 {2) Of Securitisation And Reconstruction of
Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 had issued 60 day demand notice to the borrower as given in the table,
According to the Notice if the Borrower does not deposit the Amount within 60 days, the amount will be recovered from Auction of the
security as given below. As the demand Notice send to the borrower/guarantor has not been served, copy of demand notice has also
been affixed on the secured assets as given below. Therefore you the borrower is informed to deposit the loan amount along with
future interest and recovery expenses within 60 days, otherwise under the provisions of section 13 (4] and 14 of the said Act, the A is
fres ta take possession of the Security as glven below.

Demand Notice
Date and Amount
6 Aug 26
Rs. 254348/~
4 Aug 26

Mouza Mopka Ph No, 19/29, Kh No.Part 528/1, Gram
Panchayt Mopka, Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh (India)- 435001 /
Admeasuring 1500 5g. Ft.

il e 10

& hoves

SAPNE ALFPKE SAATH HAMAARS

Description of
Mortgaged property

Place ; Chattisgarh

Date ; 10,08,2026

Authorised Officer Aavas Financiers Limited

Loan Afc Number Date & _ Contact
Name oli Iorrmrff Dues As on Amount of I::te of Description :‘?::?:r ME:;:!“F:# 19::: z‘f BD:tSe Cll:_ E Ap}'a?ﬂn" PPrzrsnnu
Co-Borrowers/ 13(2) Demand | P2%5¢" | of Property Property | Proparty |E-duction] missian| O Tender | yEiTBaRYy
Guarantors/Mortgagers Notice non rop & on| mission | gy hmission Time
{ACNOD.) Rs. 11Jul 23 11 Mar | Property Situated At Rs. Rs. 11.00 Am| On Or |1st Floor, Office | Amit Sahu =
LNBHI16622- 1413277/- Rs. BI6ETS9/- 26 |Part Of Khasra No. 1017528/-]101753/- | To 01.00 | Before |No. A9/A10, 7374002263,
230238327 Dues As On Dues As On {Old 528/11) New Pm 14 | 13 Sep |Veer Savarkar Property
Omprakash Dongre, | 06 Aug 2026 04 Jul 23 537, PH. No 07, Sep 2026 2026 |Market, Ge Visit Date
Mrs. Pushpa Situated At Mauja Road, Bhilai, 12 Sep 2026
Dongre, Mr. Malidih, Sakin 490023 - 9:00am TO
Kriparam Dongre Village Malidih, Chhattisgarh, 5:00 pm
Sirpur, India
Mahasamund,
Chhattisgarh
Admeasuring 2478
Sq. Ft.

Place : Chattisgarh

The terms and conditions of e-auction sale:-
{1.) The E-Auction sale of Secured Asset is on “as is where is”, "as is what is” , “whatever there is" and “no recourse” basis for and on behalf of the Secured Creditor viz. AUSFB
and there is no known encumbrance which exists on the said property. [2.) For participating in online e-auction sale, Bid decument, copies of PAN Card, Board Reselution In
case of Company and photo ID, address proof are required to be submitted along with EMD, which is payzble by way of RTGS/NEFT/DD in the name of AAVAS FINANCIERS
LIMITED, Current account No.00548470000107 AAVAS FINANCIERS LIMITED, Regd. & Corp Office ; 201-202, 2nd Floor, South End Sguare, Mansarovar Industrial Area,
Jalpur 302020 IFSC Code: HDFODO00054, Once an Online Bid Is submitted, same cannot be withdrawn. Further any EMD submitted by bidder will be required to send the
UTR/Ref no/DD Neo of the RTGS/NEFT/DD with a copy of cancelled cheque on the following email 1Ds i.e. auction@aavas.in (3.) All Interested participants / bidders are
requested to visit the website https://sarfaesi.auctiontiger.net & hitps://aavas.in/sarfaesi-sale-notices for further details help procedure & online training on E-Auction
prospective bidder may contact including Terms & Conditions, to take part in e-auction sale proceeding and are also advised to contact e-mail of auction@aavas.in &
ramprasad@auctiontiger.net, Contact No. 8000023297 (Aavas Contact Person : Amit Sahu— 7374002263, Mohd, Kalim - 7849821425)
Please Note: - This Is also a 30 days notice Under Rule 8{6) read with Rule 9{1} to the Borrowers/Co Borrowers,/Mortgagors of the above sald loan account about sale through tender
Jinterse bidding on the above-mentioned date. The property will be sold, if their cutstanding dues are not repaid in full by the borrower in the given notice period.

Date : 10-08-2026

Authorised Officer Aavas Financiers Limited
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OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Never accept an idea as long as you yourself are not satisfied
with its consistency and logical structure on which...”

[ Satyendra Nath Bose ]

| OUR VIEW |

Russia-India Rail
Link Deserves Careful
Consideration

ussia’s proposal to explore a direct rail connection

with India deserves serious attention, particularly

as conflict and maritime disruption expose the
vulnerability of traditional trade routes. Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Marat Khusnullin has suggested examin-
ing corridors through Turkmenistan, Iran, Afghanistan
and Pakistan to secure overland access to the Indian
Ocean and India. The idea is strategically attractive.
Trade between Russia and India still depends heavily
on shipping routes passing through sensitive waterways
such as the Bosphorus and the Strait of Hormuz. Any
prolonged disturbance at these chokepoints can delay
supplies, raise freight and insurance costs, and unsettle
energy markets. The Strait of Hormuz is especially cru-
cial because it carries about a quarter of global oil trade
and nearly one-fifth of liquefied natural gas shipments.
A functioning railway could provide both countries with
an additional trade artery and complement the Interna-
tional North-South Transport Corridor. India could gain
more dependable access to Russian energy, fertilisers,
minerals and other commodities, while Russia would
secure a stronger commercial gateway to South Asia
and the Indian Ocean. Central and West Asian countries
located along the route could also benefit from invest-
ment, employment and transit revenue. Yet the proposal
must not be romanticised. Constructing an uninterrupted
railway across several countries would require enormous
capital, compatible rail systems, efficient customs pro-
cedures and long-term diplomatic cooperation. Political
instability and security concerns in parts of Afghanistan
and Pakistan would present formidable challenges.
Sanctions affecting Russia and Iran could further com-
plicate financing, insurance and the procurement of
technology. For India, therefore, the correct response
is cautious engagement. New Delhi should evaluate
different alignments on the basis of cost, security and
commercial viability while ensuring that participation
does not compromise its strategic autonomy or relations
with other partners. Modern trade requires resilient
networks rather than dependence on a single passage. A
Russia-India rail link may not be built quickly, but study-
ing it is worthwhile. In an increasingly uncertain world,
diversified connectivity is no longer merely an economic
advantage; it is a strategic necessity.

| GUEST VIEW |

Digital Payments
Must Not Become
Costlier

ndia’s digital payment revolution has transformed

everyday transactions. UPI was promoted as fast,

convenient and largely free, encouraging millions of
citizens to move away from cash. Small traders adopted
QR codes, families embraced mobile payments, and
digital transactions became integral to daily life. Any
move towards imposing additional charges, therefore,
deserves careful scrutiny. The issue extends beyond
transaction fees. It concerns public trust. Citizens
adopted digital payments believing that technology
would make financial trans-
actions simpler and cheaper.
If costs are introduced after wide-
spread dependence has been cre-
ated, people may understandably
feel that the rules have changed
midway. Even when charges are
initially imposed on merchants
or payment providers, businesses
may eventually pass additional
expenses on to customers
through higher prices. Small
shopkeepers, middle-class families and low-income con-
sumers could ultimately bear the burden. India’s digital
payment infrastructure is now a significant national
achievement. Policy should strengthen this success
rather than discourage participation. The government
must ensure that digital transactions remain affordable,
transparent and accessible, particularly for small busi-
nesses and ordinary citizens. Technology should reduce
economic friction, not create another layer of expense.
Consistency in policy is equally important for maintain-
ing confidence. Digital India can succeed only when
innovation remains inclusive. Citizens who embraced
digital payments deserve predictable policies that pro-
tect affordability while ensuring the payment ecosystem
remains financially sustainable.

Noopuur Baruaah

Balancing Inflation, Growth and Liquidity

@6 Holding the repo rate is
not a sign of policy iner-
tia, but an acknowledge-

ment of the difficult balance

between price stability, eco-
nomic expansion and orderly
financial conditions.”

The Reserve Bank of India
has decided to maintain the
repo rate at 5.25% and has
adopted a ‘neutral’ stance
on monetary policy as of
August, a decision that aligns
with market expectations.
This choice reflects a more
nuanced strategy, balancing
the dual objectives of infla-
tion control and support for
economic growth, rather
than simply opting for a
static interest rate. The cen-
tral bank is now concentrat-
ing on evaluating evolving
risk dynamics while ensuring
the credibility of its policy
measures.

Consumer price inflation
is anticipated to average
5% for the fiscal year 2026-
27. Forecasts indicate an
increase from 4.7% in the
second quarter to 5.9% in
the third quarter, followed
by a slight easing to 5.5%
in the fourth quarter. This
scenario implies potential
renewed pressure during the
latter half of the fiscal year,
where premature easing of
monetary policy might dis-
rupt established expecta-
tions, thereby necessitating
more pronounced corrective
actions.

Current inflationary pres-
sures are primarily driven
by supply-sensitive items,
such as food and fuel. While
higher interest rates will
not exert a direct influence
on supply dynamics, the
role of the Reserve Bank of
India is to manage the sec-
ond-round effects of inflation
and anchor public expecta-
tions. Sustained high food
prices could lead to broader
inflationary implications.
Therefore, although the
moderation observed in core
inflation is encouraging, it
does not justify compla-
cency.

The growth outlook allows
the Monetary Policy Commit-
tee to remain patient, with
the GDP growth forecast
raised from 6.6% to 6.7%.
Projected growth of 7% in
the first quarter and between
6.4% and 6.8% in subsequent
quarters indicates that the
economy is not likely to face
an abrupt slowdown. Strong
demand is driven by resilient
services, improving private
consumption, public expen-
diture, and infrastructure
activity. However, it’s crucial
to recognize that strong GDP
growth doesn’t mean all sec-
tors are performing equally
well, as rural demand and
small enterprise credit con-
ditions may still be uneven.

With the repo rate
unchanged, the focus shifts
to fiscal and structural poli-

Satish Singh

Senior Banking and
Economic Columnist

cies to address food inflation
and improve agricultural pro-
ductivity. Effective growth
also hinges on enhancing
skills, employment, manu-
facturing, and private invest-
ment. Monetary policy alone
cannot resolve all economic
challenges.

On liquidity, there’s a dis-
tinction between the policy
rate and the availability of
funds. The repo rate signals
the price of central bank
money, while system liquid-
ity affects access to funds.
Keeping the standing deposit
facility rate at 5% and the
marginal standing facility
rate at 5.5% maintains the
monetary policy corridor.
The RBI remains committed
to ensuring adequate liquid-
ity without permitting excess
cash, which could undermine
anti-inflation efforts. The key
measure is whether overnight
rates stay orderly around the
policy rate without constrain-
ing productive credit.

Balancing the demand for
credit with the cost of mobi-
lizing deposits poses chal-
lenges for banks. While there
is adequate liquidity in the
system, banks will prioritize
asset quality and risk-based
pricing over uniform borrow-
ing terms. The effectiveness
of policy should be assessed
not just by liquidity levels but
by how well credit reaches
productive sectors and small
businesses.

Externally, geopolitical
tensions, commodity price
volatility, and central bank
policies can impact domestic
inflation and capital flows.
India’s reliance on imported
energy means rising oil prices
could adversely affect domes-
tic conditions. In this context,
a neutral stance allows the
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) to remain flexible in
response to data.

For  households and
businesses, stability is key;
changes in borrowing costs
depend on banks’ funding
costs and borrowers’ profiles,
not solely on the policy rate.
A pause in policy shouldn’t be
seen as a guarantee of cheaper
credit or market rallies.

The RBI's August review
emphasised keeping options
open, expressing confidence
in the economy while recog-
nising inflation risks. Future
policies will hinge on food
prices, core inflation, and
global conditions. If price
pressures ease, there may be
room for monetary easing,
but persistent inflation could
necessitate caution.

Ultimately, the RBI’s cred-
ibility relies on effectively
guiding inflation without
hampering growth while
maintaining liquidity and
monetary discipline. Success
will be measured by its timely
and transparent responses to
evolving data rather than just
changes in the policy rate.

Nutrition Key To India’s Healthier Future

India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat 2047 requires nutrition to become a national priority, ensuring
healthier citizens, stronger communities and sustainable economic growth for all.

Dr. Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma

S India advances
towards its ambitious
vision of Viksit Bharat

2047, ensuring proper nutri-
tion for every citizen must
remain at the heart of national
development. A country’s
progress cannot be measured
by economic growth alone.
The health, productivity and
well-being of its people are
equally important indicators
of development, and nutri-
tion forms the foundation of
all three.

Despite significant
improvements in food pro-
duction, healthcare and liv-
ing standards, India contin-
ues to face the triple burden
of  malnutrition—undernu-
trition, micronutrient defi-
ciencies and the growing
prevalence of overweight
and obesity. These seem-
ingly contradictory problems
increasingly exist within
the same communities and,
sometimes, even within the
same households.

One major concern is the

YOURLETTERS

Cyber fraud demands stronger coordinated enforcement measures
Declining digital-arrest complaints should not encourage complacency, as underre-
porting and public fatigue may conceal the true scale of cybercrime. Overseas scam
networks continue exploiting mule accounts, proxy routing and deepfake technology
to target victims. Standard operating procedures, Al-based detection and Zero FIRs
are useful but insufficient without stronger enforcement. India needs deeper inter-
national cooperation, quicker financial tracking and greater accountability from
banks and digital platforms. Combating sophisticated cyber fraud requires sustained
action rather than relying solely on declining complaint numbers.

inadequate consumption
of nutrient-rich foods such
as milk, fruits, vegetables,
pulses, millets, eggs and
other quality protein sources.
At the same time, changing
lifestyles, urbanisation and
aggressive marketing have
increased dependence on

processed and ultra-pro-
cessed foods that are often
high in sugar, salt and

unhealthy fats. Such dietary
patterns can contribute to
deficiencies of iron, calcium
and essential vitamins while
simultaneously  increasing
the risk of obesity and life-
style-related diseases.
Children, women and
the elderly are particularly
vulnerable to nutritional
deficiencies. Poor nutri-
tion during childhood can
affect physical growth,

™S

NUTRITION TODAY

A HEALTHIER, STRONGER INDIA TOMORROW P

-

immunity, learning ability
and cognitive development.
Among women, inadequate
intake of iron and other
micronutrients contributes
to anaemia, fatigue and
reduced well-being. Older
people also require bal-
anced nutrition to maintain
muscle strength, immunity
and overall quality of life.
The consequences
extend far beyond individ-
ual health. Malnutrition
can affect educational per-
formance, workplace pro-
ductivity and ultimately
national economic growth.
Meanwhile, unhealthy diets
combined with sedentary
lifestyles are contributing
to a rapid increase in dia-
betes, hypertension, obe-
sity and cardiovascular
diseases. Preventing these

Dr. Vijaykumar H K, Raichur

GOOD KUTRITION
BETTER GROWTH

STROMG WOMEM
STROKG NATION

HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
HIGHER PRODUCTIVITY

PREVENT IH5EASES
¥ LIVE LONGER

ROURISHED INDLE
VIKSIT BHARAT 2047

conditions through health-
ier lifestyles is far more sus-
tainable than treating their
long-term consequences.

A balanced diet should
therefore become part of
everyday life. Dairy prod-
ucts, fruits, vegetables,
pulses, whole grains, mil-
lets and adequate sources of
protein should be encour-
aged across all age groups.
Sufficient water intake,
regular physical activity,
proper sleep and reduced
consumption of foods high
in salt, sugar and unhealthy
fats are equally important.

Government initiatives
such as Mission Saksham
Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0,
the Poshan Tracker and PM
POSHAN have strengthened
India’s efforts to improve
nutritional outcomes, par-

ticularly among children
and women. Technology
can further help identify
vulnerable populations,
monitor nutritional indica-
tors and ensure that assis-
tance reaches those who
need it most.

However, government
programmes alone cannot
overcome the challenge.
Nutrition begins at home.
Families must encourage
children to develop healthy
eating habits from an early
age. Schools can strengthen
nutrition education, while
healthcare professionals can
guide people towards bal-
anced diets based on their
age and requirements. Com-
munities, too, can promote
locally available, affordable
and nutritious foods.

India must also build
greater awareness about
reading food labels and mak-
ing informed dietary choices.
Nutrition should not be
viewed merely as the absence
of hunger but as access to
diverse, safe and nourishing
food.

Investing in  nutrition
today is an investment in
India’s human capital. A
well-nourished  population
will be healthier, more pro-
ductive and better prepared
to contribute to national
development. If Viksit Bharat
2047 is to become a sustain-
able reality, good nutrition
must become both a national
priority and a shared social
responsibility.

Privalisation threalens access to basic rights

Even as many countries realise the pitfalls of privatisation and have
forced FIFA to abandon plans to sell a 20 percent stake in its com-
mercial operations, India’s policymakers are pressing ahead with a
policy of rapid privatisation. The privatisation of health and educa-
tion transforms basic rights into a distant dream for many Indians.
The fact that the number of fake universities in India surged from 24
last December to 32 now shows why education should remain pri-
marily in the public sector.

Sujit De, Kolkata
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Nadda, Raj CM lead
Tiranga Yatra 1n Jaipur

Nadda led the rally which began at Albert Hall, passed through Ram Niwas
Bagh crossing and Sanganeri Gate before concluding at Badi Chaupar.

Press Trust Of India

JAIPUR: Union Health
Minister J] P Nadda on
Sunday attended a state-
level ‘Tiranga Yatra’ rally
in Jaipur and described
it as a “mass movement”
connected with national
consciousness.

Nadda, along with
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma, led
the rally which began at
Albert Hall and passed
through Ram Niwas Bagh
crossing and Sanganeri
Gate before concluding
at Badi Chaupar.

Describing it as a
“mass movement” con-
nected with the coun-
try’s deep emotions and
national consciousness,
Nadda, while addressing
a gathering at Albert Hall
before the rally, said,
“The Tricolour is a living
symbol of India’s unity,
diversity and national
pride.”

Carrying the national
flag, BJP workers, school-
children, women, young-
sters and elderly people
also participated in the
march under the ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign.

Referring to  the
recently passed Preven-
tion of Insults to National
Honour (Amendment)
Act, 2026, by the Rajya
Sabha, he said that
with the latest amend-
ment, the national song
has also been included
among the national sym-

bols under the law and
disrespect towards them
would not be tolerated.
Nadda also recalled
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga’ campaign dur-
ing the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit

Mahotsav’ celebrations
in 2022.
Sharma  highlighted

the historic association
between the Tricolour
and Rajasthan, saying
the flag first hoisted on
August 15, 1947, when
India attained indepen-
dence, was made in

Dausa.

Dausa was part of the
erstwhile Jaipur princely
state at the time, he said.

The chief minister
said the Tiranga Yatra,
which began during the
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav’ under Modi’s lead-
ership, had now become
a people’s movement
across the country.

“Whenever the Trico-
lour is in our hands, our
self-respect and national
pride rise further,” he
said, describing the flag
as the biggest symbol of

HIGHLIGHT

© Tiranga march
draws massive public
participation

© Nadda recalls Har
Ghar Tiranga campaign
by PM

India’s unity in diversity.

“The Tricolour should
not only fly on the roof-
tops of our homes but
should also beat in the
heart of every citizen,”
Sharma said, calling for
a spirit of patriotism,
national service and
commitment towards
building a developed
India.

He said the Rajasthan
government was com-
mitted to taking the state
to new heights of devel-
opment on the principle
of “Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas”.

BJP Rajasthan pres-
ident Madan Rathore
thanked the participants,
party workers and the
public for joining the
rally.

Several senior BJP
leaders, legislators and
workers also partici-
pated in the march.

After the rally, Nadda
visited the BJP state office
where he interacted with
former military per-
sonnel. He later visited
freedom fighter Praveen
Chandra Chhabra at his
residence and met him.

CBI probe

PATNA: The Patna High
Court has ordered a CBI
probe into the disap-
pearance of a man who
went missing after being
detained by Excise Police
officials in Bihar’s Bhoj-
pur district one year ago.

The court stated that
the police investigation
into the case was biased,
and the investigators did
not show urgency after
an FIR was lodged in this
regard.

It was alleged that
Sanoj Kumar, a centring
mason, was detained on
the charge of consuming
liquor near a Kali temple
at Dharahara Musahar
Toli in Bihiya police sta-
tion area and was beaten
up by the personnel on
August 13, 2025, and has
not been seen since then.

The police had stated
that the man jumped
from a police vehicle and
fled during a transit.

Sanoj Kumar’s father
Gauri Shankar Ram
moved the high court
seeking a CBI probe into
the disappearance of his
son.

In an order dated
August 7, a division bench
comprising Justices
Rajeev Ranjan Prasad
and Alok Kumar Sinha
ordered a CBI investiga-
tion into the case.

According to the order,
Sanoj called up his family
on the evening of August
13, 2025, and said police
apprehended him on
allegations of consuming
liquor near a Kali temple.

He dialled again and
told the family that police
personnel were beating
him “mercilessly”, after
which the call was dis-
connected. His father
lodged a complaint at
Bihiya police station the
next day, seeking to know
his son’s whereabouts.

‘Karseva’
cancelled

MATHURA: The organis-
ers, who had called for
‘shankhnaad’ (blowing
of conch shells) and
‘karseva’ for the con-
struction of the temple
at the Krishna Janmab-
hoomi site on Sunday,
cancelled the event,
stating that many fol-
lowers are participating
in the Kanwar Yatra.

Swami Dr Sachchi-
danand, president of
the Shri Chitragupt
Peeth located at Jul-
haindi village near
Radhakund in the
Govardhan area, which
announced on July 4
that ‘karseva’ would
be undertaken at the
Krishna Janmasthan
on August 9, called off
the event.

Press Trust Of India

Mahto’s condition
worsened; low blood
glucose detected

RANCHI: The Jharkhand
government committee
set up to talk to students
protesting the alleged
recruitment exam
irregularities, on Sunday
talked to Devendra Nath
Mahto, one of the indi-
viduals who has been
on an indefinite hunger
strike for the past eight
days, an official said.

| J’KHAND EXAM PROTEST |

Govt panel asks man on
hunger strike to end fast

HieTalamicio
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Healthcare workers monitor the health of student leader Devendra Nath
Mahto as he continues an indefinite hunger strike, Sunday.

The condition of
Mahto had deteriorated
around 3 am. Doctors
found that his blood glu-
cose level was low.

Talking to Mahto
through a video «call,

Higher and Techni-
cal Education Minis-
ter Sudivya Kumar, a
member of the panel,
inquired about his
health and assured him
that talks were under-

FACTFILE

® Jharkhand holds
talks with protesting
aspirants

® Student faction
calls move political
manoeuvring

way and the issue would

be resolved during
the day.
Mahto  said that

another panel member,
minister Dipika Pandey
Singh, also urged him to
end the hunger strike.

Briefs
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STIFF RESISTANCE

Any attempt to replicate Bengal or Bihar-style SIR
will be resisted in Tripura: CPI(M)

RA PRAP
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AGARTALA: Leader of the Opposition in
the Tripura assembly, Jitendra Chaud-
hury, on Sunday said any attempt to
replicate the “West Bengal or Bihar-
style” Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in the state would be
resisted.

The Election Commission has
announced that the SIR exercise will be
conducted in Tripura from September
5. “We want the EC to ensure that no
valid voter is left out of the final elec-
toral rolls. The SIR was conducted in
the state earlier, but not in the way the
poll panel carried out the exercise in

West Bengal and Bihar,” Chaudhury
told reporters.

He alleged that the “new style of
SIR” introduced by Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar was aimed
at excluding eligible voters to benefit
the BJP rather than cleaning up the
electoral rolls.

Chaudhury, who is also the CPI(M)
state secretary, urged people to remain
vigilant during the exercise.

He said the revision should not be
used to “save the sinking boat” of the
BJP-IPFT-Tipra Motha alliance ahead of
the 2028 assembly elections.

UNIQUE GESTURE OF SERVICE
UP brothers carry
parents in ‘kanwar’
from Haridwar

BAGHPAT: Two brothers from Chirchita
village in the district are undertak-
ing a nearly 200-km journey on foot
back from Haridwar, carrying their
parents in a ‘kanwar’, officials said on
Sunday.

The people and onlookers witnessed
this unique gesture of service and
respect towards their parents, calling
them the ‘Shravan Kumar (a legendary
figure known for his devotion to his par-
ents) of Kalyug’.

Sanjeev Kumar and Anil Kumar had
travelled to Haridwar. The brothers col-
lected holy water from the Ganga at Har
Ki Pauri, seated their father, Vedram,
and mother, Rajendra, in the two bas-
kets of the ‘kanwar’, and began their
journey back to Baghpat.

The brothers are covering approx-
imately 200 km by taking turns carry-
ing the ‘kanwar’ on their shoulders.
Throughout the journey, pilgrims stop
to look at their ‘kanwar’ and praise the
brothers’ spirit of service.

ARRANGEMENTS FINALISED
Ram temple gears
up for Sawan Jhula
celebrations

AYODHYA: The religious committee
of the Ram temple trust on Satur-
day finalised arrangements for the
upcoming Sawan Jhula celebrations,
including extended darshan hours,
special facilities for saints and
changes in the priests’ attire.

Committee member Mithilesh
Nandini Sharan said Ram Lalla and
his three brothers will be seated
on a jhula after the Shringar Aarti,
and devotees will be allowed dar-
shan throughout the day, except
for a brief closure during afternoon
bhog.From August 15 to 28, special
Jhulanotsav and darshan will be
organised every evening for two to
three hours. Later, a small idol of
Ram Lalla will be taken in a palki
to Kuber Tila for the traditional
celebrations before returning to
the temple. The committee also
decided that priests will follow the
Ramanand tradition in their attire
and grooming.

THAROOR REMARKS
Venugopal asks party leaders to avoid
statements that may please BJP

ALAPPUZHA: AICC general secretary
KC Venugopal on Sunday said Con-
gress leaders should exercise caution
and avoid making statements that
could please the BJP, while responding
to remarks attributed to senior party
leader Shashi Tharoor on Rahul Gan-
dhi’s student outreach programme.
Venugopal, who is also the Alappu-
zha MP, was responding to reporters’
questions about Tharoor’s reported
remarks suggesting that Rahul Gandhi’s
‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ programme had not
resonated as much among Gen Z as the

‘Cockroach Janata

Party’  protests.
“I have only seen ]
his statement

reported through
some media chan- |
nels, as far as I

-
Ny
know. 1 haven't B

"' P ‘;EN
been able to hear

exactly what he said,” he said. He said
Tharoor’s comments should be put to
him directly, but added that Congress
leaders should be careful while making
public statements.

Bevond the Comfort Zone: Where Every Miracle Begins

uman beings natu-
rally seek comfort.
Our brains are

wired to prefer the famil-
iar because it feels safe
and predictable. Neuro-
scientists explain that the
amygdala which is the
brain’s emotional alarm
system; becomes active
whenever we face uncer-
tainty, often triggering
fear and anxiety. Com-
fort preserves the pres-
ent; challenges prepare
us for the better future.
Ironically, many people
pray for miracles while
refusing to leave their
comfort zones. Students
dream of academic excel-
lence without developing
disciplined study hab-

its. Entrepreneurs hope
for success but hesitate
to take calculated risks.
Farmers pray for abun-
dant harvests despite
uncertain seasons and
so on. While these aspi-
rations are noble, one
timeless truth often goes
unnoticed: miracles
rarely happen where
comfort lives; they begin
where courage takes its
first step.

Nature itself reveals
this principle. A seed
must split open before it
becomes a mighty tree.
A butterfly must struggle
through its cocoon before
it can spread its wings.
Gold shines only after
enduring intense heat.

Every form of growth
demands discomfort
before transformation.
There is no harvest with-
out sowing, no victory
without  perseverance,
and no sunrise without
passing through the dark-
ness of night. India’s his-
tory is rich with individ-
uals who chose courage
over comfort.

Mahatma Gandhi left
the security of a success-
ful legal career to lead
one of history’s great-
est freedom movements
through truth and non
-violence. Saint Mother
Teresa stepped beyond
the safety of convent
life to serve the poorest
and most neglected with

extraordinary = compas-
sion. Their lives remind
us that greatness is never
discovered by remaining
where life is easiest. Com-
fort may provide secu-
rity, but it should never
become a prison for
human potential. Modern

psychology  reinforces
this wisdom through the
concept of the “growth
mindset.” People who
embrace challenges as
opportunities rather than
threats develop greater
emotional resilience, cre-
ativity, and perseverance.
They view failure not as a
final verdict but as valu-
able feedback for future
success. Progress belongs
to those willing to learn,
adapt, and keep moving
despite setbacks.

The Bible offers one of
the most powerful illus-
trations of this truth. In
the Gospel of Matthew
14:22-33, Peter stepped
out of the boat to walk
on water after respond-

ing to Jesus’ invitation.
While the other disciples
remained in the safety
of the boat, Peter chose
faith over fear. Although
he momentarily lost focus
and began to sink, he

lifted him up, reminding
us that genuine faith is
not the absence of fear
but the courage to move
forward despite it.

This lesson extends
far beyond religion. Men-

territory with courage,
perseverance, and hope.
The comfort zone may
offer temporary secu-
rity, but only bold action
opens the door to extra-
ordinary  possibilities.

experienced what no one
else did i.e. he walked on
water. His miracle did not
happen inside the boat;
it happened outside it.
The boat was the com-
fort zone. He came out
and so experience mir-
acle and other disciples
did not love the comfort
zone and so they were
deprived of experience
of walking on the water
which was a miracle.
Even in his weakness,
Jesus reached out and

tal health professionals
increasingly observe that
fear of uncertainty often
prevents people from
discovering their true
potential. Confidence is
not built by avoiding chal-
lenges but by overcoming
them. Parents must raise
children who value resil-
ience over convenience.
Life’s greatest opportuni-
ties seldom knock on the
doors of comfort. They
await those willing to
venture into unfamiliar

Every miracle begins the
moment we dare to step
beyond what feels safe
and embrace what is
possible. Let us develop
the culture of coming
out of the comfort zone
to live fully.

Fr. Saleen Pushparaj
Principal

Bharat Mata EM School
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh
For feedback -
frsaleen@gmail.com
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“You can never predict how deeply a
film will connect. This kind of organic
love and word of mouth is something
you can’t ask for. It has to come from

the audience. I'm just really grateful

that the film resonated with them.
There’s nothing more rewarding.”

Sharvari Wagh

O°I''I'Watch

[l I

Richa and
Ali Join HBO
series

Richa Chadha and Ali
Fazal will appear in Conan
O’Brien Must Go Season
3, joining the comedian
during his India visit. The
travel series premieres
on HBO on August 21 and
also features the Nether-
lands, Morocco, and the
Philippines.

ZEE5 welcomes
Kangana's
drama

Kangana Ranaut’s Bharat
Bhhagya Viddhaata
premieres on ZEE5 on
August 14. Inspired by
the 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks, the film follows
courageous nurses pro-
tecting patients at Cama
Hospital during one of
India’s darkest nights.

The Traitors 2
trailer out

The trailer for The
Traitors Season 2 is
out, with Karan Johar
returning as host.
Featuring 21 celebrity
contestants, the reality
show premieres on
Amazon Prime Video
on August 13, promis-
ing deception, drama,
shocking twists, and
betrayals.

Anil Eapoor’s logic
show arrives

Anil Kapoor returns to
television with India Ke
Top 1%, a new log-
ic-based game show pre-
miering September 5 on
Star Plus and JioHotstar.
Contestants will compete
for a grand prize of
Rs 1 crore.

Governor makes
its OTT debut

Governor starring
Manoj Bajpayee is now
streaming on Prime
Video. Directed by
Chinmay D. Mandlekar,
the historical drama
follows RBI Governor
Ramanan as he battles
India’s 1991 financial
crisis, political pres-
sure and national
economic collapse.

Central Chronicle News

Vedang says audi-
ence love remains
his greatest reward
after blockbuster
success.

ctor Vedang Raina
is taking a pause
instead of rushing

into his next film after
the success of Main Vaa-
pas Aaunga. The young
star says he is enjoying
the break, reflecting on
the journey, and feeling
grateful for the over-
whelming love the film
has received from audi-
ences across the coun-
try. Speaking about the
film’s response, Vedang
shared that the success
is still sinking in. He said
the cast and crew spent
months promoting the
film, hoping it would
reach viewers. Although
it had a modest start at
the box office, strong
word of mouth helped
it become a surprise hit,
making the achievement
even more special for
everyone involved. The
actor revealed that he
has not yet decided on
his next role. Instead,
he is spending time at
home, taking a breather
before making another
career decision. How-
ever, he confirmed that
he has already completed
another film, which is
expected to release early
next year. Vedang added
that the project is com-
pletely different from
his previous work,

CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Bilaspur, Monday, August 10, 2026

& Glitters

No rush, says
Vedang Raina

CLOSE UP

Vedang Raina soaks in ‘Main
Vaapas Aaunga’ success

Vedang Raina embraces success while enjoying a
well-deserved acting break.

can receive.

and he is excited for audiences
to see a new side of him. Vedang
also spoke about what he val-
ues most as an actor. He said
the greatest luxury isn’t fame
or success but the unwavering
support and affection of the
audience. He believes genuine
appreciation from movie lovers
is the biggest reward any actor

Directed by Imtiaz Ali, Main

N

]

Vaapas Aaunga stars Diljit Dos-
anjh, Naseeruddin Shah, Shar-
vari, and Vedang Raina. Set
against the backdrop of the 1947
Partition, the emotional drama
explores themes of love, loss,
migration, memory, and belong-
ing. Released on June 12, the film
transformed from a slow starter
into a box office success, prov-

ing the power of positive audi-

ence recommendations.

Central Chronicle News

elevision actor
Rithvik ~ Dhanjani
believes reality tele-

vision offers much more
than entertainment, say-
ing it gives actors instant
validation, fame, and
financial rewards. The
actor, currently compet-
ing on Khatron Ke Khil-
adi 15, shared that real-
ity shows have played
a significant role in his
career while constantly
motivating him to chal-
lenge himself.Rithvik has
appeared as a contestant
on Nach Baliye 6, Khatron
Ke Khiladi seasons 6, 10
and now 15, besides host-

HIGHLIGHT

© Reality television
transformed Rithvik
Dhanjani’s career with
success and excitement.

@ Actor says Khatron
Ke Khiladi delivers
unmatched excitement
and personal growth.

ing popular shows such as
Super Dancer, India’s Best
Dramebaaz, and Jhalak
Dikhhla Jaa 11. Despite his
extensive experience, he
says Khatron Ke Khiladi
remains unlike any other
reality show because of its
thrilling challenges.

| SMALL SCREEN |

Rithoik Dhanjani says reality
TV brings validation

i
I 94

According to  the
actor, while reality televi-
sion brings recognition,
money, and popularity,

Khatron Ke Khiladi offers
an unmatched adrenaline
rush. He compared par-
ticipating in the show to
the excitement of a child
visiting a theme park,
saying that feeling alone
convinced him to return
for a third time.

Rithvik also admit-
ted that the latest season
reignited his competitive
spirit. Watching contes-
tants like Avinash Mishra
and Farrhana Bhatt per-
form exceptionally well
inspired him to push
harder and stay focused.
He said the experience
reminded him that no
matter where someone is
in life, they should con-

Rithvik enjoys action-packed
adventure

tinue working with pas-
sion, determination, and
never lose hope.

When asked whether
he would return for
another season, Rithvik
said his immediate goal is
to win Khatron Ke Khiladi
15. However, he added that
if the show approached
him again in the future,
he would gladly consider
participating because it
remains one of television’s
most exciting platforms,
offering unforgettable
experiences, personal
growth, and the opportu-
nity to test one’s physical
and mental limits.

CineBriefs
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Web Series

Netflix Ends English Squid
Game Series

David Fincher’s planned English-language
Squid Game spin-off has reportedly been
shelved by Netflix after years of speculation.
According to reports, the project, internally
titled Heckler, was no longer moving forward
due to leadership changes at Netflix, Fincher’s
busy schedule, and the streaming platform’s
revised strategy for expanding the franchise.
Screenwriter Dennis Kelly was attached to
the series, but development gradually stalled.
Instead of one major American adaptation,
Netflix is reportedly exploring separate local
versions in different countries. The decision
also changes fan theories surrounding Cate
Blanchett’s surprise cameo in the 2025 Squid
Game finale, which was never officially con-
nected to Fincher’s cancelled project.

Hol Pair
Rakul and Jackky ace
coordinated couple fashion

Rakul Preet Singh and Jackky Bhagnani continue
to set major couple goals with their effortless
chemistry and coordinated style. The duo recently
turned heads in matching ivory ensembles by
Gopi Vaid, proving that elegance and togetherness
never go out of fashion. Rakul looked stunning in
an intricately embroidered lehenga, while Jackky
complemented her in a sophisticated Indo-West-
ern outfit. Their perfectly coordinated appearance
reflected not just fashion harmony but also their
strong bond and shared sense of style. Whether
attending weddings, festive celebrations, or indus-
try events, Rakul and Jackky consistently inspire
fans with their graceful presence, mutual support,
and timeless romance.

Music
Adnan Sami returns with
romantic melody

Singer-composer Adnan Sami has returned with
his new romantic single Ishq Tamasha, saying the
streaming era has given musicians the freedom to
experiment beyond traditional boundaries. Reflect-
ing on his three-decade career, Sami explained that
artists in the cassette and CD era had to stay within
commercial expectations because listeners bought
limited music. Digital platforms, however, allow
creators to explore fresh sounds and styles without
such restrictions. Despite experimenting, Sami says
romance remains central to his music. Known for
hits like Tera Chehra and Kabhi To Nazar Milao,
the Padma Shri awardee continues to evolve while
staying true to his signature musical identity.

Trending on Insta

@kareenakapoorkhan
Kareena Kapoor’s Italy trip

takes tasty turn

Kareena Kapoor, currently holidaying in Italy
with husband Saif Ali Khan, joked on Instagram,
“Someone get me out of Italy,” after sharing a
picture of empty plates and drinks, hinting she
couldn’t resist the country’s delicious food.




CANCER AWARENESS

of blood
cancer are

casy to miss

Tiredness, bruising and
infections can sometimes
point towards deeper
health concerns.

ometimes, the body gives -
Sus signals that are easy

to brush aside. Feeling
tired for too long, getting
frequent infections or notic-
ing unexplained bruises may
seem like stress. But when
these changes continue,
they deserve attention. Vet-
eran actor Pradeep Rawat’s
death at 74 after a four-year
battle with blood cancer has
brought focus to a disease
that can be difficult to spot
early.

What Is Blood Cancer?

Blood cancer is a term
used for cancers that affect
the blood, bone marrow or
lymphatic system. The main
types are leukemia, lym-
phoma and multiple mye-
loma. Unlike cancers that
form a solid lump, blood can-
cers affect cells and tissues
responsible for carrying oxy-
gen, fighting infections and
controlling bleeding.

Why Can the Symptoms
Be Confusing?

The tricky part is that blood
cancer may not announce
itself with a dramatic symp-
tom. Signs can develop
slowly. A person may feel
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ellness

HIGHLIGHT

® Knowing common
blood cancer symptoms
helps separate concerns
from everyday health
changes.

Blood cancer signs to notice.

tired, develop repeated infec-
tions, have unexplained fever
or night sweats, lose weight
without trying or notice swol-
len lymph nodes. Easy bruis-
ing, unusual bleeding, bone
pain, breathlessness and pale
skin can also occur.

However, these signs do
not automatically mean can-
cer. They can happen with
many common health condi-
tions. What matters is when
symptoms are persistent,
unusual or difficult to explain.

How Is It Detected?

Doctors usually begin with
a blood test called a com-
plete blood count (CBC),
which checks blood cells. If
something appears abnor-
mal, additional tests such as
a blood smear, bone marrow
biopsy, scans or genetic tests
may be recommended.

The message is simple:
don’t panic, but don’t ignore
persistent changes either.
Paying attention to your
body and getting symptoms
checked can help doctors find
the actual cause and begin
the care needed.

When back
pain needs
closer allention

Back pain is extremely common
and is often linked to poor posture,
long sitting hours or muscle strain.
However, persistent or unusual pain
should not always be dismissed.
According to thoracic surgeon Dr
George Karimundackal, constant
pain that worsens at night, pro-
gresses over weeks or occurs with-
out a clear cause may need medi-
cal evaluation. Upper or mid-back
pain, especially with unexplained
weight loss, fatigue, fever or loss
of appetite, can be more concern-
ing. Lung cancer may sometimes
cause back or shoulder pain when
a tumour affects nearby nerves, ribs
or the spine. However, most back
pain is not cancer-related.

GAJRA FOR MENTAL WELL-BEING

Can wearing a Ga]ra support mental well-being?

Wearing a fresh jasmine gajra
may offer more than a traditional
touch to your hairstyle. Pleasant
floral fragrances can influence the
brain’s areas linked to emotions
and memories, potentially helping
some people feel relaxed or com-
forted. Cultural rituals can also
create positive feelings and a sense
of familiarity and belonging. How-
ever, a gajra is not a treatment for
anxiety, depression or other men-
tal health conditions. Its benefits
are better understood as part of
a personal wellness routine. Reg-
ular exercise, good sleep, mind-
fulness, social connections and
professional support when needed
remain more reliable ways to pro-
tect mental well-being and manage
persistent symptoms.

Rain on the roof but strength in the Tiffin

Central Chronicle News

Healthy Monsoon Nutrition
through the Wisdom of
Indian Knowledge Systems
is important.

he monsoon transforms

I Chhattisgarh into lush
forests and green fields.

For children, rain, waterlog-
ging and unsafe food storage
can increase foodborne and
waterborne illnesses. Meals
should therefore be balanced,
fresh and packed. Indian
Knowledge Systems offer a
framework for seasonal eating.
Ayurveda’s Ritucharya recom-

Wholesome meals for rainy days.
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mends adapting food and hab-
its to the season. During Varsha
Ritu, warm, freshly prepared
and easily digestible meals are

traditionally preferred. Com- Local Food as Seasonal

bined with modern nutrition, Wisdom

this wisdom supports healthy Chhattisgarh’s food her-

monsoon eating. itage includes rice, millets,
[ N ) [ J

pulses, vegetables and forest
produce. Dishes such as chila,
fara, bafauri and pej show how
ingredients create nourishing
meals.

Rice chila becomes more
balanced with moong dal or
besan and vegetables. Steamed
fara is an alternative to fried
snacks, while chana-dal filling
adds protein. Bafauri, made
from spiced chana-dal bat-
ter and steamed, is another
healthy  option.Kodo and
kutki can be used in vegetable
khichdi, porridge or pulao.
Combining cereals with pulses
improves protein quality.

The Balanced Plate

A child’s plate should
include rice, roti, kodo or kutki
for energy; dal, chana, beans,
paneer or thoroughly cooked
egg for protein; washed and

cooked vegetables; a washed,
uncut fruit; and safe water.
Nuts, seeds or roasted chana
may be included according to
age and allergies.

Monsoon Hygiene Matters

Prepare food with safe
water, clean hands and uten-
sils. Cook food and use covered
containers. Avoid stale food,
raw sprouts, uncovered street
food and pre-cut fruit. Wash
lunch boxes and bottles daily.
Bore baasi is part of Chhattis-
garh’s culinary identity, but
overnight-soaked rice requires
temperature control.

During humid monsoons, it
is unsuitable for school tiffins
without safe storage.Combining

local recipes, seasonal wisdom,
hygiene and nutritional balance
can make rainy-day meals nour-
ishing, safe and meaningful.
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Tips

YOGURT BREAKFAST RECIPES FOR WEIGHT LOSS

Berry Yogurt Bowl

Ingredients

1 cup Greek yogurt, % cup mixed berries, 1 thsp
chia seeds, 1 tsp honey, 1 tbsp chopped almonds..
Instructions

Add Greek yogurt to a bowl. Top with berries,
chia seeds and almonds. Drizzle lightly with
honey and serve fresh.

Benefits

This protein-rich breakfast provides fibre,
healthy fats and antioxidants. It keeps you
satisfied for longer, supports digestion and can
help reduce unnecessary snacking while keeping
your morning meal light and refreshing. It is
easy to prepare daily.

Ingredients

1 cup plain yogurt, % { )
cucumber (chopped), 1 tbsp _- et ",-."' *fﬂ
roasted oats, 1 tbsp roasted Al *ﬁ WS
seeds, pinch cumin, black g sl
pepper and salt... : -
Instructions o
Add yogurt and cucumber to -
a bowl. Stir in roasted oats

and seeds. Season with cumin, black pepper and
a small pinch of salt. Serve chilled.

Benefits

This savoury bowl! offers protein, fibre and
refreshing vegetables. It is light yet filling,
making it useful when you prefer a non-sweet
breakfast and want to avoid heavy, fried foods.

Apple Cinnamon
Yogurt

Ingredients
1 cup Greek yogurt, 1
small apple (chopped),
1 tbsp oats, % tsp
cinnamon, 1 tsp
chopped walnuts.
Instructions
Add yogurt to a bowl
and mix in chopped
apple and oats.
Sprinkle cinnamon
and walnuts over
the top. Serve
' immediately.
- Benefits

Apple provides
fibre, while yogurt adds protein to support
fullness. Cinnamon and walnuts add flavour
and healthy fats, making this simple breakfast
satisfying without relying on excessive sugar
or heavy toppings during your routine. on
busy mornings too..

Ingredients & tme
1 cup plain yogurt, 1
small banana (sliced), 1
tbsp walnuts, 1 tbsp chia F
seeds, /2 tsp cinnamon. =
Instructions R, ‘
Spoon yogurt into a .

bowl. Add banana slices,

walnuts and chia seeds. Sprinkle cinnamon over
everything and enjoy immediately.

Benefits

Banana provides natural sweetness and energy,
while yogurt offers protein and chia seeds add
fibre. Walnuts provide healthy fats that can help
keep hunger controlled, making this a breakfast
choice for busy mornings and supporting mindful
eating throughout the day.

Mango Yogurt Bowl

Ingredients

1 cup plain Greek yogurt, ¥ cup chopped mango,
1 tbsp chia seeds, 1 tbsp pumpkin seeds, % tsp
cinnamon.

Instructions

Add yogurt to a bowl. Layer chopped mango
over it and sprinkle with chia and pumpkin
seeds. Finish with cinnamon and serve fresh.
Benefits

Mango adds natural sweetness and vitamin-
rich flavour, while yogurt supplies protein. Chia
and pumpkin seeds provide fibre and healthy
fats, helping promote fullness. This breakfast
can satisfy cravings without needing cereals or
toppings.
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I played every point
like the last, ignored
the score, kept
hitting freely, and I'm
incredibly happy to
win today.

\ \‘ Ekaterina Alexandrova
E* Russian tennis player

Jaiswal, Gill get batting practice as
India beat Sri Lanka XI by six wickets

Chasing 207 for victory, India completed the target in 45 overs, finishing on 214 for four with Siraj
smashing 32 off just 15 balls, including three successive sixes, to bring the game to an emphatic end.

Press Trust Of India

Gill, returning to
action after missing
the first two days

of the fixture with a
finger injury, made a
useful 44.

COLOMBO: Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Shubman Gill
struck useful runs at the
top of the order before
Mohammed Siraj’s late
blitz helped India beat Sri
Lanka Cricket XI by six
wickets in their three-day
warm-up game here on
Sunday.

Chasing 207 for victory,
India completed the tar-
get in 45 overs, finishing
on 214 for four with Siraj
smashing 32 off just 15
balls, including three suc-
cessive sixes, to bring the
game to an emphatic end.

Jaiswal, who had fallen
for a duck in India’s first
innings, responded in
style with a quickfire 61
off 46 balls. He and Gill
put on exactly 105 for the
opening wicket to give
India a flying start to their
chase.

Jaiswal retired after
reaching his half-century
to allow his teammates
valuable time in the mid-
dle.

Gill, returning to action
after missing the first two
days of the fixture with
a finger injury, made a
useful 44 before being
dismissed by spinner
Keshara Nuwantha. His
return to the middle was
a significant positive for
India ahead of the open-

do L L

ing Test against Sri Lanka.

Dhruv Jurel chipped
in with 17, while Rishabh
Pant made a patient 28

before Indla were brleﬂy w1th the lower order com-
reduced to 155 for three. pleting the chase in the

But the target was final session. Siraj then
never in serious danger, provided the fireworks,

hitting three consecutive
sixes to finish the game in
style.

Earlier, Sri Lanka
Cricket XI declared their
second innings at 200 for
six in 45 overs, leaving
India a target of 207.

Opener Nishan
Madushka, who had also
scored a half-century
in the first innings, top-
scored with 63 off 73 balls,
while Nipun Dhananjaya
made 46 and Anjala Ban-
dara contributed 35.

Ravindra Jadeja and
Gurnoor Brar claimed two
wickets each for India,
while Mohammed Siraj
and Prasidh Krishna took
one apiece.

India had earlier
declared their first innings
at 357 for six after Sri
Lanka XI posted 363 for
eight declared.

Devdutt Padikkal was
the star of India’s first-in-
nings effort with an
unbeaten 142, while Jadeja
scored 63 and Manav
Suthar contributed 41.
Gurnoor Brar remained
unbeaten on 36 as India
finished just six runs
behind the hosts.

The warm-up game
provided India with useful
match practice ahead of
the two-Test series against
Sri Lanka, with the first
match scheduled to begin
in Galle on August 15.

For India, the return
of captain Gill to compet-
itive action, Jaiswal’s brisk
second-innings fifty and
Padikkal’s century were
among the major positives
from the three-day fixture.

Diksha stays in
top-20 at London
Championship

LONDON: Diksha Dagar
stayed inside the top-20
at the London Cham-
pionship after a steady
l-over 72 in the third
round, keeping alive her
hopes of gaining further
ground on the Ladies
European Tour Order of
Merit. Diksha had 75-70
in the first two rounds
and was T-22 but fell
to T-19 with a 72 in the
third, while Aditi Ashok
after 71-73 was T-16 and
she also fell to T-19 with
a 73 at Centurion Club.
Pranavi Urs with 71-72
had risen to T-12, but
she fell dramatically to
T-38 after a card of 78
on the third day of the
USD two miillion event.
Diksha can move up
further in the Order of
Merit with a good finish.
Canada’s Anna Huang
fired the round of the
day with a bogey-free
65 (-8) to lead a score
of 19-under-par after 54
holes.

|RECOVERY BEFORE RETURN|

Players need patience, not blame
during injury recovery: Laxman

Press Trust Of India

VVS Laxman defends
BCCT’s rehabilitation
system, stressing
patience, commu-
nication, and player
welfare.

BENGALURU: VVS
Laxman has strongly
defended the BCCI Cen-
tre of Excellence, arguing
that delayed injury recov-
eries should not become
grounds for blame. Play-

ers, he emphasised,
are human beings—not
machines programmed

to regain fitness within
fixed timelines.

Several prominent
cricketers, including
Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik
Pandya, Harshit Rana,
Washington Sundar and
B Sai Sudharsan, are
undergoing rehabilitation
at the Bengaluru facility.
According to Laxman,

their progress is assessed
continuously before
workloads are increased
gradually.

The former India bat-
ter said coordination
among the Centre of
Excellence, selectors,
coaches and medical
teams remains seamless.
Fitness reports are reg-
ularly shared with the
selection committee,
head coaches and BCCI
officials. Players under
rehabilitation may be

selected  provisionally,
subject to receiving fit-
ness clearance before
departure.

Laxman also rejected
the belief that a growing
injury list necessarily
indicates systemic failure.
Elite athletes repeatedly
push their bodies beyond
ordinary limits, mak-
ing injuries an unavoid-
able part of professional
sport. The priority, there-
fore, should be careful
monitoring rather than

HIGHLIGHT

© Recovery timelines
remain flexible because
every injured cricketer
responds differently to
rehabilitation.

® Selectors receive
regular fitness updates
before making final
decisions about player
availability.

rushed returns.

Players are released
only after meeting estab-
lished medical, strength
and conditioning bench-
marks. This cautious
process ensures they can
perform effectively from
their first match back.
Protecting careers and
maintaining  long-term
fitness must take pre-
cedence over impatient
expectations or rigid
recovery deadlines.

| SHAPING FUTURE CHAMPIONS |

Park builds India’s next genemtzon through back-to-back triumphs

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Two Super
300 titles. Two different
players. Two consecutive
weeks.

For Park Tae-Sang,
it is not just a fortnight
of good results. It offers
a glimpse of his work
that he has been putting
in Indian badminton,
building players who, he
hopes, can become the
next generation of Indian
stars.

Last Sunday, 17-year-
old Tanvi Sharma won
the Taipei Open. Seven
days later, 26-year-old
Ashmita Chaliha made a
stunning comeback from
a career-threatening knee
injury to win the Korea
Masters.

“It’s been an amazing
two weeks. Last week,
Tanvi was also amazing.
She is only 17 and won
her first BWF-level title.
Today, I was even happier
because it was Ashmita’s

first final and she won
the title. As a coach, I'm
really happy,” Park told
PTI from Asan, Korea.
Park spent four years

oo

“I’'m happy after two
amazing weeks, as
Tanvi and Ashmita
both claimed their

maiden titles.”

Park Tae-Sang
Indian badminton coach
with PV Sindhu in Hyder-
abad, a stint that culmi-
nated in the Tokyo Olym-
pics bronze medal.

After  that  associ-

ation ended, he was
approached by the Bad-
minton Association of
India about working with
younger players.

“When I started work-
ing with Sindhu, she was
already a world cham-
pion and had a group
of good senior players
around her. This time, I
thought to myself, ‘Okay,
let’s start from the begin-
ning. I will build these
players myself, with my
own hands.”

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

ORLD ATHLETICS U20 C'SHIPS

Basant, Shahnavaz

win India’s maiden

high jump, long jump medals

EUGENE: Basant Kumar Meghwal and

Shahnavaz Khan became the first
Indians to win a medal each in high
jump and long jump at the World Ath-
letics U20 Championships, clinching
a silver and a bronze in their respec-
tive events on a memorable day
for the country here. The 19-year-
old Basant, the reigning Asian U20
champion, cleared a personal-best of
2.21m to win the silver in the men’s
high jump, while Shahnavaz clinched

the bronze in the men’s long jump
event with a best effort of 7.84m. The
18-year-old produced his best jump
in his third attempt, with his series
reading 7.67m, 7.72m, 7.84m, 7.52m,
7.83m and 5.37m. Jithin Arjunan was
the other Indian in the final, finish-
ing eighth with a best jump of 7.59m.
Italy’s Daniele Inzoli won the gold
medal with a jump of 7.97m, while
Australia’s Mason McGroder took sil-
ver with a personal best of 7.96m. PTI

EXPANDING

FAN ACCESS

BCCI considers stadium shift for
Duleep final, expands live coverage

BENGALURU: BCCI secretary Devajit Sai-
kia said the board will consider moving
the 2026-27 Duleep Trophy final from
the Centre of Excellence to a stadium so
spectators can attend the title clash. The
tournament will open India’s domestic
season and run from August 23 to Sep-
tember 10 at the BCCI CoE. However,
government restrictions prevent crowds
from entering the campus, although peo-
ple closely connected with participating
teams may be allowed. Saikia said the
board still has time to examine an alter-
native venue and would make the change
if required. He also announced that more
domestic matches will be telecast live this
season, giving supporters greater access
to their favourite players and teams. The
move aims to improve fan engagement
while respecting restrictions governing
the Centre of Excellence campus during
major tournaments.PTI

DURAND CUP

TRAU FC edge Indian Navy to end
campalgn on a hlgh

IMPHAL: Afridi Buyamayum scored
twice, including a spectacular sec-
ond-half strike, as TRAU FC secured a
hard-fought 2-1 victory over Indian Navy
FT in their final Group D fixture of the
Durand Cup here on Sunday. Despite
being dominated for large periods and
facing relentless pressure from Indian
Navy, who registered a staggering 26
attempts on goal, TRAU FC produced a
clinical display in front of goal. Buyama-

yum’s brace (16’ and 60’) and an inspired
performance from goalkeeper Tajuddin
helped the Manipur side hold on for all
three points. Buyamayum opened the
scoring in the 16th minute before Indian
Navy responded immediately after half-
time through Khullakpam Zahir Khan
(46’). However, Buyamayum restored
TRAU’s advantage in the 60th minute
with a stunning strike to put his side
back in front. PTI

COMMONWEALTH GAMES

PM Modi meets CWG medallists,
lauds their performances

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Sunday met members of
the Indian contingent that returned
with medals from the Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow and congratulated
the athletes for their impressive per-

® formances at the multi-sport event.
“ Modi shared a short video clip of his

interaction with the medallists on Insta-
gram, describing the meeting as a spe-
cial occasion and praising the athletes

Y for making the country proud. Among
& those who interacted with the prime

minister was boxer Sakshi Chaudhary,
who won the gold medal in the wom-
en’s 51kg category at the Games. India
enjoyed a strong campaign in Glasgow,
finishing with 39 medals, including 13
gold. Sakshi, said: “Our honourable
PM sir has welcomed all the medallists
from the Commonwealth Games and
we are feeling very proud of this. PTI
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Ashmita stuns Han to win maiden
BWF Tour title at Korea Masters

Ashmita Chaliha overcame injury memories, difficult conditions and a determined
opponent to capture her first BWF World Tour title at the Korea Masters in Asan.

Press Trust Of India

The Indian defeated
Han Qian Xi 14-21,
21-14, 21-14 after 53
minules.

ASAN (KOREA): India’s
Ashmita Chaliha pro-
duced a spirited come-
back to defeat China’s
fourth seed Han Qian Xi
and claim her maiden
BWF World Tour title at
the Korea Masters Super
300 tournament on Sun-
day. The 26-year-old from
Assam recovered after
losing the opening game
to prevail 14-21, 21-14,
21-14 in a demanding
53-minute women’s sin-
gles final.

The victory carried
special meaning for Ash-
mita, who suffered a
career-threatening knee
injury in Korea two years
ago. A medial meniscus
tear in her right knee
required surgery and
extensive rehabilitation.
After returning to compe-
tition, she worked care-
fully on rebuilding her
strength and preparing
her body for the demands
of a full international cal-
endar.

Ashmita began the
final brightly and estab-
lished an early advan-
tage, but Han settled into
the contest and took con-
trol of the opening game.
Difficult drift conditions

|

rr

also troubled the Indian,
who struggled to man-
age her shots as the Chi-
nese player secured the

| v scron}

England’s Will Jacks, right, celebrates his half-century with teammate Jofra Archer.
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game 21-14. The momen-
tum changed sharply in
the second game. Ash-
mita played with greater

-
4 pusec

W2 Hidnsnmay

b awdcacoeNN

=
m

&

Ny, HEREC BT

P > wondTour 4 g
\

l\ ﬁ =

authority, using powerful
smashes and impressive
defensive returns to pres-
sure her opponent. She

led 11-8 at the interval,
widened the gap to 17-10
and eventually forced
a deciding game with
another 21-14 scoreline.

Han held an 119
advantage at the change
of ends in the decider,
but Ashmita responded
with aggression and pre-
cision. She moved ahead
12-11 with a winner down
the line before producing
an exceptional retrieval
that landed inside the
court. A cross-court win-
ner took her to 19-14, and
Han’s final error handed
Ashmita the champion-
ship.

Coach Park Tae-Sang
credited tactical prep-
aration and Ashmita’s
willingness to reduce
unforced errors. After
studying Han’s game
through video analysis,
Park encouraged his
player to use her superior
power instead of relying
excessively on drop shots
and clears.

The triumph contin-
ued an encouraging run
for Indian badminton
after 17-year-old Tanvi
Sharma won the Taipei
Open a week earlier.
For Ashmita, who had
recently reached quar-
terfinals in China and
Malaysia and the Macau
Open semifinals, the title
represented both sport-
ing success and personal
redemption.

Kuldeep took break to
assess body, not fitness
concern: Sairaj Bahutule

Press Trust Of India

Kuldeep Yadav’s bowl-
ing break was precau-
tionary after demand-
ing workload, Sairaj
Bahutule clarified.

COLOMBO: India’s spin
bowling coach  Sairaj
Bahutule dismissed con-
cerns about Kuldeep
Yadav’s fitness after the
wrist-spinner did not
bowl in Sri Lanka Cricket
XI's second innings. He
said Kuldeep chose to rest
and assess his body fol-
lowing a substantial work-
load.

Kuldeep delivered 18
overs during the three-
day warm-up match and
bowled another two or
three overs beforehand.
Bahutule described his
outing as productive
and said the break was
entirely  precautionary.
Meanwhile, Ravindra
Jadeja, Manav Suthar and
Saransh Jain received lon-
ger spells.

The initially flat pitch
began offering more turn
as the match progressed,
allowing India’s spinners
to understand local con-
ditions before the open-
ing Test in Galle. Bahutule
said newcomers particu-
larly benefited by working
on suitable lines, lengths
and field placements.

India’s management
was also satisfied with
captain Shubman Gill’s
recovery after he was

FASTFACTS

© Kuldeep rested after
bowling around 20
overs, with no fitness
concerns reported.

@ India’s spinners
gained valuable
experience as the
practice pitch gradually
began turning.

struck on his right hand
during practice.  Gill
missed batting on the
opening day as a precau-
tion but later scored use-
ful runs and participated
in catching drills. Bahu-
tule praised his meticu-

“lie

lous preparation against
Sri Lanka’s spin attack.

Devdutt Padikkal
strengthened his selec-
tion prospects with a cen-
tury, although the final
playing combination will
depend on conditions
in Galle. Lower-order
batters were also given
opportunities to improve
their contributions.

Bahutule said Jadeja,
Suthar, Jain and Kuldeep
each offered distinct
strengths. With India fifth
in the World Test Cham-
pionship standings, he
stressed that winning the
Sri Lanka series remained
a major priority.

|IMOROCCO MAKE HISTORY|

Morocco reach Women’s World
Cup with quarterfinal trlumph

Press Trust Of India

A 2-1 quarterfinal vic-
tory secured Moroc-
co’s second Women’s
World Cup appearance
overall.

RABAT: Sakina Ouzraoui
and Hanane Ait El Haj
both scored and Morocco
earned a spot in next
summer’s Women’s
World Cup with a 2-1 vic-
tory over South Africa in
the quarterfinals of the
Women’s Africa Cup of
Nations on Saturday.

Morocco will face the
winner of Sunday’s quar-
terfinal between Nigeria
and Cameroon in a semi-
final match on Wednes-
day.

Thembi Kgatlana
scored the lone goal for

South Afrlca in the 67th
minute. She had an ear-
lier chance in the 22nd
minute but her shot was
just off target.

Morocco took the lead
in the 32nd minute when
Ouzraoui volleyed a shot
over South Africa goal-
keeper Kaylin Swart.

Morocco was awarded
a penalty in the 49th
minute for Noxolo

Cesane’s challenge on
Ghizlane Chebbak, who
was later subbed out of
the match with an injury.
El Haj converted the pen-
alty kick to give Morocco
a 2-0 lead.

Kgatlana closed the
gap for South Africa with
a goal that was awarded
following a lengthy video
review after she was ini-
tially ruled to be offside.

Harjai,
Ishnidh to
compete for
boys’ title

GLASGOW/EDINBURGH:
Indian golfers will be tested
when they tee off on two
different courses across
Scotland starting Mon-
day for the R&A Amateur
golf championship. Harjai
Milkha Singh and Ishnidh
Singh Virdi will be com-
peting for the boys’ title
while Guntas Kaur Sandhu
and Rashi Mishra will
battle it out for the girls’
crown. The four-member
team, sent by the Indian
Golf Union (IGU), is being
accompanied by managers
Deepinder Singh Kullar
and Saaniya Sharma. The
tournament will be played
for the first two rounds in
strokeplay format after
which 64 players will prog-
ress to the last two match-
play rounds.

| BRITISH MOTOGP |

Raul Fernandez wins Bm‘zsh MotoGP after Martin’s early sethack

Press Trust Of India

Raul Fernandez regis-
tered a commanding
victory at the British
MotoGP, capitalising
on an early technical
issue for champion-
ship leader Jorge Mar-
tin, who still managed
to extend his overall
lead.

LONDON: Trackhouse
Racing’s Raul Fernandez
led from the opening
lap to win the British
MotoGP on Sunday, cap-
italising on an early set-
back for championship
leader Jorge Martin at
Silverstone.

Spaniard Fernandez
swept past pole-sitter
Martin into Turn One
and never looked back,
stretching his advantage
to more than four sec-

Raul Fernandez celebrates on the podium along with second-placed Aprilia
Racing’s Jorge Martin and third-placed Aprilia Racing’s Marco Bezzecchi
after winning the MotoGP race.

onds before taking the
chequered flag 2.54 sec-
onds clear.

The victory was the
Spaniard’s second in
MotoGP and his first
since last year’s Austra-
lian Grand Prix, com-
pleting an impressive
recovery from a crash in

Saturday’s sprint.

“I am really happy
for the team. Yesterday I
was quite frustrated after
my mistake. But we are
human, and it is part of
the sport,” Fernandez
said.

Spain’s Martin, who
won the sprint, was ham-

pered at the start when
his ride-height device
failed to disengage at
Turn One, dropping him
behind Marc Marquez
and fellow Aprilia rider
Marco Bezzecchi. The
championship leader
recovered to reclaim sec-
ond from Bezzecchi on
lap nine but was unable
to get close enough to
challenge Fernandez.

Martin’s  runner-up
finish extended his
championship lead to
31 points, with Bezzec-
chi, who finished third,
moving up to second
in the standings. Ogura
lost ground after his first
retirement of the season,
falling 37 points behind
Martin.

“The results here are
a big boost of confidence
for me and the team,”
Martin said.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Mumbai
batter Sarfaraz Khan on
Sunday replaced injured
Sai Sudharsan in the
Indian squad for the
Test series against Sri
Lanka, starting August
15.

The left-handed
Sudarshan had suffered
a toe injury during the
India A tour last month

| SARFARAZ EARNS RECALL|

Sai Sudharsan ruled out of series;
Sarfaraz Khan named replacement

and is recovering at the
BCCI Centre of Excel-
lence (COE) in Benga-
luru.

The BCCI said Sudar-

shan has made signifi-
cant progress in his
recovery and its medical
team is closely monitor-
ing his progress.

“The men’s Selec-
tion Committee has
named Sarfaraz Khan
as a replacement for
Sai Sudharsan for the
two-match Test series
against Sri Lanka,” BCCI
said in a release.

“He will link up with
the Indian squad in Col-
ombo before the team
travels to Galle for the
first Test match, starting
August 15, 2026.”
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Pak-Saudi-Turkiye defence pact
not against any country.

Ishaq Dar
Pakistan Deputy Prime Minister

Russia SUP Surfing Festival
-

™

| . &

People steer their stand-up paddle (SUP) boards during the costumed SUP surfing festival along the Yauza river in Moscow, Sunday. AP/PTI

[ran issues new demands for
Strait of Hormuz reopening

Iran’s Supreme National Security Council stated that the Strait of Hormuz will

remain closed until the US ends threats,

Press Trust Of India

DUBAI: Iran issued dra-
matic new  demands
around the reopening of
the Strait of Hormuz, and
the United Arab Emirates
said one of its ships was
targeted by an Iranian
missile. Yemen’s military
attacked the country’s Ira-
nian-backed Houthi reb-
els. And Turkiye’s Kurdish
peace bill won approval in
parliament.

Iran’s politburo-
like body known as the
Supreme National Secu-
rity Council said the Strait
of Hormuz will not open
until the United States “cor-
rects its behaviour,” issuing
new demands that could

A man shelters from the sun under an umbrella around Tehran’s

shake up talks on a deal
to manage the waterway.
Iran’s state broadcaster
published the statement
by the council’s secretary,
Mohammad Bagher Zol-
ghadr, who is also a com-
mander in the powerful
Revolutionary Guard. The

traditional main bazaar, Iran.

United States must never
threaten Iran again, the
statement said, and must
permanently end the war
with Iran and its armed
allies in the region. The US
must lift the naval block-
ade of Iranian ports and
withdraw its military from

FASTFACTS

® Iran and Oman are
finalizing a temporary
agreement to safely
route ships through
the strait without tolls,
which would restart
negotiations on Iran’s
nuclear program.

the area. It must “com-
pletely compensate” Iran
for war damage, lift sanc-
tions and “uncondition-
ally” release frozen assets.
The US, which has wanted
an acceptable deal first on
the strait before ending the
blockade, had no immedi-
ate comment. According
to the interim deal signed

lifts sanctions and naval blockades.

in June, a schedule to end
sanctions and plan on com-
pensation would be part of
the final deal, and negotia-
tions would address frozen
assets. Iran has said it was
close to reaching a separate
deal with Oman to man-
age the strait, which runs
between the two countries.

Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi earlier
Saturday said they were
close to reaching an agree-
ment on navigation. But
the waterway’s reopen-
ing is contingent on other
conditions, he said in
remarks shared on social
media, and blamed the sit-
uation on what he called
the US violation of the
interim deal.

15 terrorists
killed in Pak’s
Balochistan

KARACHI: Pakistani secu-
rity forces have killed
15 terrorists in separate
sanitisation  operations
in different parts of the
restive Balochistan prov-
ince, state-run media
said Sunday. The terror-
ists were killed in the
separate operations in
Mastung, Bolan, Washuk,
Awaran, Sibi, Khuzdar,
Harnai, and Nushki areas
during Operation Raddul
Fitna 3 carried out over
a week, it said. The secu-
rity forces also recovered
a large quantity of weap-
ons and ammunition
from the slain terrorists
during the operations.
“The operations severely
damaged the khawarij
network and restricted
their movement,” Paki-
stan TV said.

strikes that leav

Press Trust Of India

Overnight strikes by
both sides left 7 people
dead and dozens
injured, with Ukrain-
ian drone attacks
Kkilling 5 in Russia’s
Belgorod region, and
Russian missile strikes
Kkilling 2 in Kharkiv
alongside multiple
injuries in Odesa.

KYIV: Russia and Ukraine
exchanged strikes over-
night that killed civilians
and injured many oth-
ers on both sides, local
authorities reported. In
Russia’s border region
of Belgorod, Ukrainian

| RUSSIA UKRAINE WAR |

Russia, Ukraine exchange overnight
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Firefighters put out a fire after a residential building was hit following

it

Russia’s drone attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Sunday. (AP Photo)

drones killed five peo-
ple and injured two
dozen others includ-
ing a 4-year-old boy,
according to the regional
administration.

Russian missiles struck
a highrise apartment
block in Kharkiv’s Sal-
tivskyi district, killing
two people and injuring

13, according to regional
head Oleh Syniehubov.
Eight more people were
injured in Ukraine’s
Black Sea port of Odesa
after “dozens of mis-
siles and drones” struck
the city and surround-
ing region, according
to local administration
head Oleh Kiper. Large-s-

e 7 dead, many injured

FASTFACTS

® Moscow continues
to exploit Ukraine’s
critical shortage of
Patriot air defense
interceptors, driven
by competing global
demands such as the
Iran war.

cale Russian missile
strikes on Ukrainian cit-
ies have become almost
routine in recent weeks,
with Moscow exploiting
Ukraine’s critical short-
age of interceptors for
the US-made Patriot
systems — the sole air
defence weapon in its
arsenal able to shoot
down ballistic missiles.
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Houthis claim attacks

Press Trust Of India

SANAA: Yemen’s Houthis
said they attacked an oil
facility Sunday in south-
western Saudi Arabia,
the latest attack by the
Iranian-backed  rebels
on the kingdom.Mean-
while, Iran has made
new demands about the
restart of negotiations
and the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, and
the Pentagon is pressing
the US defence industry
to accelerate production
of weapons.

Yahya Saree, a mili-
tary spokesperson for
the Houthis, said they
targeted an Aramco

i

refinery in the city of
Jazan with a drone. The
attack was in response
to Saudi drones’ breach-

ing Yemen’s airspace
over the provinces of
Hajjah and Saada, he
said. Early on Sunday,
the Saudi Energy Min-
istry reported a fire at a
facility belonging to the

on Saudi Arabian oil facility

Aramco refinery without
casualties. The ministry
said the fire was extin-
guished but it didn’t
describe its cause. Sun-
day’s Houthi attack is the
latest in a series of mis-
sile and drone attacks
that targeted Saudi Ara-
bia and its shipping in
the Red Sea. A Yemeni

oo

Negoliations
cannot resume
until the violations
of the MoU have
ended and the US
has remedied the
provisions of the
memoranduam that
itviolated.

Abbas Araghchi
Iranian Foreign Minister

government official said
Sunday that the Houthis
also attacked a crucial
port on the Red Sea.
Fayed al-Noman, assis-

tant undersecretary of
the information min-
istry, said the Houthis
fired missiles and drones
on the Mocha port. It’s
one of the main ports
under Yemen’s inter-
nationally  recognised
government, renovated
in recent years to han-
dle shipping that avoids
the Houthi-held ports
in Hodeida. There was
no immediate comment
from the Houthis. The
escalation threatens to
reignite Yemen’s civil
war more than four
years after a 2022 truce
stopped major fighting
in the impoverished
Arab country.
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FAPAN NAGASAKI ANNIVERSARY
Nagasaki marks 81st atomic bomb anniversary as
mayor says nuclear deterrence only increases risk

TOKYO: Nagasaki marked on Sunday
the 81st anniversary of the US atomic
bombing of the southwestern city, as
the mayor called nuclear weapons
“absolute evil,” denounced growing
support for nuclear deterrence and
called on the Japanese government
to adhere to its three postwar non
-nuclear principles.

The anniversary coincided with
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Taka-
ichi’s government revising the coun-
try’s defense policy to further bolster
the military’s offensive capability.
Speculation has risen about whether
Takaichi, who supports nuclear dis-
suasion, may allow nuclear weap-
ons to be brought into the country,
going against the third non-nuclear
principle.Mayor Shiro Suzuki said
that while some countries argue the

possession of nuclear weapons helps
deter potential attackers, the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
had demonstrated that humans can
cross the line.“The theory of nuclear
deterrence is extremely dangerous
and fragile. Nuclear weapons are
not a necessary evil’ but an abso-
lute evil, and can never coexist with
humanity,” Suzuki said. “To all lead-
ers of the nuclear states and nations
relying on nuclear deterrence, you
must face the reality that the more
you rely on nuclear deterrence,
the more you increase the risk of a
nuclear war.”

The United States launched the
Nagasaki attack on Aug. 9, 1945, kill-
ing 70,000 by the end of that year,
three days after the bombing of Hiro-
shima that killed 140,000.

BANGLA INDIA ENVOY
Rahman’s meeting with

Modi could resolve
bilateral problems: Envoy

DHAKA: Bangladesh Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman’s meeting with
his Indian counterpart Naren-
dra Modi could resolve strains in
bilateral ties, Indian High Com-
missioner in Dhaka Dinesh Trivedi
said on Sunday.His comments
come amid speculations that Rah-
man, who has been invited by
India to attend the BRICS summit
in New Delhi, may skip the event
scheduled for September 12-13.
Relations between India and Ban-
gladesh have witnessed strain
after former Bangladesh prime
minister Sheikh Hasina virtually
addressed the press on August 5
in New Delhi, where she said she
is determined to return home
in December to put the country
on the “right track” by restoring
democracy notwithstanding the
risk of facing the threat of impris-
onment or a death sentence.

Bangladesh expressed outrage
over the media interaction, say-
ing the event has hurt the sen-
timents of its people and could
adversely affect efforts to improve
bilateral ties with India.

UK BURNHAM

UK PM Andy Burnham
plans cost-of-living
tour to reassure volers

LONDON: British Prime Minister Andy
Burnham will set off on a nationwide
tour to hear people’s cost-of-living con-
cerns and unveil a set of measures to
give them some “room to breathe”,
officials said on Sunday. Burnham,
who replaced Keir Starmer at 10 Down-
ing Street last month, will spend the
rest of the parliamentary summer
recess month of August in “listening
mode” as he travels around the coun-
try. He also plans to use the so-called
cost-of-living tour to tell voters about
his 10-year plan for the UK. “He [Burn-
ham] thinks Westminster has got used
to telling people that everyday hassles
- like hidden pricing and consumers
being ripped off - must be accepted as
part of life,” a Downing Street spokes-
person said.

“He doesn’t think that’s right. That’s
why he’s going to start rolling out a
series of pro-consumer cost of living
measures to give people some room
to breathe,” the spokesperson said.
Rising inflation and everyday living
costs remain one of the top concerns
for the British public as the fallout of
the war in West Asia continues to have
a knock-on effect around the world.

‘Ivphoon Dolphin Strikes
Shanghai cancels 1,300 flights as Typhoon
Dolphin hits China’s eastern coast

BEIJING: Typhoon Dolphin hit China’s
eastern coast Sunday evening after
forcing over 300,000 people to pre-
emptively relocate and Shanghai’s
two airports to cancel more than
1,300 flights. The storm brought
heavy rains to northern Taiwan the
day before.

The storm hit the city of Taizhou
in Zhejiang province and the north-
ern parts of neighboring Fujian prov-
ince Sunday evening, bringing strong
winds, estimated at 151 kilometers per
hour (93 mph) when it made land-
fall, and massive waves to the city’s
coastline. Heavy rains have created
a risk of severe flooding in Zhejiang,
and authorities have warned of severe

landslide risks. Shanghai’s Honggiao
and Pudong airports canceled about
60% of Sunday’s expected flights,
according to the Paper, the city’s
state media. Forecasters in China pre-
dicted that areas could see 200-400
mm (7.9-15.7 inches) of rainfall over
the next few days. The outer bands
of the storm on Saturday hit north-
ern Taiwan, including the capital Tai-
pei, bringing rain. Some Taiwanese
airlines also canceled their flights to
China on Sunday. On Saturday eve-
ning, authorities in Zhejiang evacu-
ated some 390,000 people in the city
of Taizhou. Authorities in Shanghai
evacuated more than 30,000 people
from riskier areas.



