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‘3 NTA subject experts
primary sources of leak’

CBI flags lapses in NEET paper preparatlon in NTA ofﬁce oversight in ‘confidential section’

Press Trust Of India

The NTA workflow
involved four crucial
stages -- item writing,
moderation, vetting
and translation.

NEW DELHI: Three
National Testing Agency
(NTA) subject experts, P
V Kulkarni for chemistry,
Manisha Sanjay Havaldar
for physics and Manisha
Gurunath Mandhare for
botany and zoology, were
the primary sources of
the NEET paper leak,
according to the CBI’s
chargesheet.

The agency recently
submitted its final report

before

the designated
fast-track court dealing
with “criminal cases aris-
ing from paper leaks as
well as the use of other
unfair means in public

examinations”.
“Investigation has
revealed that (these

three) experts were pro-
vided with plain sheets
inside the confidential

section for rough work
during translation/ back
translation.” “Accused P
V Kulkarni (the alleged
mastermind of the leak)
has used these sheets
to note down, on small
chits, all 135 questions of
chemistry in brief and the
answer options and took
them out in a concealed
manner,” the chargesheet

FACTFILE

® The NTA maintained
“no practice of
checking or frisking

of experts” as they
entered or exited the
confidential section,
the agency has alleged.

said. It said there was no
checking or frisking of
experts during entry or
exit from the confidential
section at NTA. Kulkarni
memorised the easier
questions and wrote them
down after returning to
his hotel, it added.
“Manisha Mandhare,
NTA’s English to Marathi
translator for botany

and back translator for
zoology, after finishing
her work for the day and
returning to the hotel
room, would mark the
relevant paragraphs in the
NCERT textbooks.”

“Due to her decades of
experience with the same
material, she was easily
able to correlate the ques-
tions with the NCERT text-
book material,” the charg-
esheet said.

It said that Man-
isha Sanjay Havaldar,
entrusted with the transla-
tion for physics, “used to
note down the questions
in brief after returning
to her stay in Delhi at the
end of the day’s work”.

Congress issues whip
to its MPs in RS, LS

Press Trust Of India

Opposition asks them
to be present on Aug
10, 11, 12.

NEW DELHI: The Congress
on Friday issued a whip
to its MPs in the Rajya
Sabha and the Lok Sabha,
asking them to be pres-
ent in their respective
Houses on August 10, 11
and 12 as “very impor-
tant” issues will be taken
up for discussion. The
Congress has also con-
veyed to all INDIA bloc
allies to ensure that their
MPs remain present on
the three days, sources
said. The issuance of the
whip comes amid reports
that the contentious For-
eign Contribution (Regu-
lation) Amendment Bill,
2026, will be taken up for
discussion and passage
in Parliament next week.

There is also talk of the
Constitution Amendment
Bill involving delimitation
being considered by the
government. In his three-
line whip, chief whip of
the Congress in the Rajya
Sabha Jairam Ramesh
said, “Very important
issues will be taken up
for discussion in the
Rajya Sabha on Monday,
Tuesday & Wednesday
i.e. 10th, 11th and 12th
August, 2026.”

“All Members of Con-
gress Party in the Rajya
Sabha are requested to
kindly remain present
in the House from 11:00
AM. onwards till the
adjournment of the House
on Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesday i.e. 10th, 11th
& 12th August, 2026 with-
out fail and support the
party stand. This may be
treated as most impor-
tant,” Ramesh said.

| MISSING AFTER BLACK SEA DRONE ATTACK |

Despilte efforts, Indian seafarers
couldn’t be traced: Government

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment on Friday told the
Supreme Court that two
Indian seafarers, who
went missing after their
cargo vessel was attacked
in the Black Sea near
Ukraine, could not be
located despite exhaus-
tive search and rescue
operations.

A bench of Chief
Justice Surya Kant and
justices Joymalya Bag-
chi and V Mohana was
informed by Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta

that the search and res-
cue operations were
undertaken by Ukrainian
authorities, the Roma-
nian Maritime Rescue
Coordination Centre
(MRCC), the Romanian
Coast Guard and other
associated rescue ser-
vices.

The bench took note
of the Action Taken
Report filed by Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
and said that according
to information received
up to August 5, Deepak
Kumar Gupta and Rama
Chandra could not be

located despite these
extensive search oper-
ations. “It is stated that
search operations pres-
ently remain suspended
pending receipt of fresh
information while DGMA
continues to pursue all
pending investigation and
SAR (search and rescue
operations) reports and
remains engaged with
all concerned stakehold-
ers”, the bench recorded
in the order. The bench
asked the Centre to facil-
itate insurance claims for
the families of the missing
seafarers.

Press Trust Of India

The incident occurred
near Birsa Chowk
when the protesters
comprising support-
ers of Left students’
organisations, AISA
and AISF, and oth-

ers were marching
towards the assembly.

RANCHI: A man threw ink
at All India Students’ Asso-
ciation president Neha Bora
during a protest march to
the Jharkhand Assembly

| J’KHAND JOB EXAM STIR |

Man detained after throwing
ink at AISA chief Neha Bora

: i

AISA National President Neha
Bora after a man threw ink on her
during a protest in Ranchi, Friday.

here on Friday over alleged
irregularities in recruitment
exams in the state, accus-
ing her of being “anti-na-
tional”. The man, identified

FACTFILE

® The AISA president
had undertaken a
hunger strike that
reportedly lasted 23
days during the
protest at Jantar
Mantar in Delhi.

as Amarnath Pandey, was
detained and being interro-
gated at Dhurwa police sta-
tion, while so far no FIR has
been lodged against him, a
police official said.

“The man has been

identified as Amarnath
Pandey. He is being inter-
rogated. No FIR has been
lodged against him, as we
have not received any for-
mal complaint,” Hatia DSP
Neeraj Kumar told PTIL
Responding to the inci-
dent, Bora said, “I am not
going to be scared by ink
throwing, as I faced pel-
let-gun firing and baton
charge during the Delhi
protest. Do they think ink
can suppress the anger of
students and youth across
the country?”

Press Trust Of India

Bhagwat came out
strongly in support
of Gen Z, saying their
grievances are genu-
ine and he believes in
their honesty, insist-
ing protests by young
people do not make
them “anti-national”.

SAMBHAJINAGAR: Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP)
convener Abhijeet Dipke
on Friday urged the BJP
to heed its “godfather”

| DIPKE TO BJP |

‘Heed godfat/zer Bhag@at advice on Gen =~

Cockroach Janata Party (CJP)
founder Abhijeet Dipke after an
interview with PTI, in Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar, Maharashtra.

RSS chief Mohan Bhag-
wat’s advice not to label

protesting Gen Z youth
as anti-national, and
cited lack of synchronisa-
tion between the ruling
party and its ideolog-
ical mentor. Speaking
to reporters a day after
Bhagwat interacted with
Gen Z in Mumbai, Dipke
demanded that the ruling
party align with the RSS
chief’s acknowledgement
that the youth agitation at
Jantar Mantar over NEET
examination irregulari-
ties had stemmed from
genuine grievances. The

most important statement
of Mohan Bhagwat was
that the protesting youth
should not be called
anti-national and their
issues are genuine, Dipke
said.

“Earlier, the BJP presi-
dent called us a virus, and
former Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Prad-
han called us the B-team
of terrorists. Now they
should listen to Mohan
Bhagwat because he is the
mentor and godfather of
the BJP,” he remarked.

| DY CM VIJAY SHARMA SAYS |

“Iribals to be kept out of UCC ambit’

Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR: Members of the
Scheduled Tribes will be
kept out of the purview
of the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) that Chhattisgarh
plans to implement after
a government-appointed
committee completes
its task of preparing the
draft, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Vijay Sharma said.
Sharma told reporters
here on Friday, that the
UCC would cover all com-
munities except Sched-

uled Tribes. “The Chief
Minister has already
announced that the

Scheduled Tribe commu-
nity, whose life is tradi-
tionally governed by its
customs and traditions,

will remain separate and
the rest will be included
in the UCC,” Sharma said
when asked about exclu-
sion of STs from UCC
being drafted in the state.

He said the gov-
ernment was working
according to the road-
map announced by
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai and that there
had been clarity from
the beginning regarding
the exclusion of ST com-
munities from the pro-
posed code.

| GOVT TELLS LS |

“Ties with Pak can only move ahead
in environment free of lerror’

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Relations with
Pakistan can only progress
in an “environment free
of terror”; however, the
neighbouring nation con-
tinues to use “terrorism as
an instrument of state pol-
icy” against India, the Cen-
tre informed Parliament
on Friday. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar said
this while responding to

Samajwadi Party MP Dhar-
mendra Yadav’s query
on the present status of
relations between India
and Pakistan since the Pul-
wama terror attack, along
with the changes that have
taken place at the political,
diplomatic and trade level
between the two coun-
tries.

“It is government’s firm
position that India’s rela-
tions with Pakistan can

only move ahead in an
environment free of terror,
hostility and violence.
However, Pakistan
continues to follow the
policy of cross-border
terrorism and using ter-
rorism as an instrument
of state policy against
India,” the EAM said in a
written response in the
Lok Sabha. Following the
Pulwama terror attack
in 2019, India withdrew

Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) status to Pakistan,
and hiked customs duty
on all goods originat-
ing in or exported from
Pakistan to 200 per cent,
he said. Pakistan, subse-
quently, announced cer-
tain unilateral measures,
including downgrading of
diplomatic relations and
suspension of bilateral
trade with India, the gov-
ernment said.

IN CM Vijay's wife Sankgeetha
withdraws divorce petition

Press Trust Of India

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay’s wife Sankgeetha
on Friday withdrew her
petition filed before a
family court at Chengel-
pattu near here seeking
divorce.

Sankgeetha appeared
before the court through
video-conferencing when
her plea was taken up,
and she submitted the
reasons for not pursuing

her case, months after fil-
ing the plea. Accordingly,
the court disposed of her
petition as withdrawn,
official court sources
said. In her divorce peti-
tion filed earlier, Sank-
geetha had accused her
husband of having an
extra-marital relationship
with an actress and that
he had subjected her to
“persistent mental cru-
elty, neglect and deser-
tion”. If required, she said
she would implead the

actress as second respon-
dent. The marriage had
broken down irretriev-
ably, she said in her plea
filed under the Special
Marriage Act, 1954 seek-
ing divorce. Since 2021,
the respondent (Vijay)
has “emotionally with-
drawn,” treated the peti-
tioner with verbal dis-
dain and subjected her to
“constructive desertion,
forcing her to live sepa-
rately within the matri-
monial home.”

NEWSLINE
NAGPUR

HC for removal
of Presiding
Officer of ‘Iribunal

The Bombay High Court
has recommended to
the Union government
to immediately remove
Pankaj Kumar, Presiding
Officer of the Debt Recov-
ery Tribunal (DRT), Nagpur,
noting that he lacked the
basic knowledge of law. In
an order passed on Thurs-
day, a bench of Justices
Anil Kilor and Raj Wakode
said Kumar, despite being
a senior judicial officer,
lacked even the basic
knowledge of legal juris-
prudence and basic con-
cepts of legal proceedings.
The order came on a plea
filed by Pushpa Deshmukh
through Advocate Yash
Bhumare which claimed
that the tribunal did not
hear her application despite
a High Court order.

NEW DELHI

Mock
anti-terror drill
lesls emergency
response

A multi-agency mock
anti-terror drill simulating
bomb explosions was con-
ducted at the busy Nehru
Place commercial hub in
southeast Delhi on Friday
to assess the prepared-
ness and coordinated
response of emergency
services in the event of a
terror attack, police said.

The exercise, held
between 10 am and 11.20
am, was aimed at evalu-
ating the response time,
communication network
and coordination among
various agencies respon-
sible for handling emer-
gencies. According to
police, the National Secu-
rity Guard (NSG) created a
simulated scenario involv-
ing bomb blasts at two
locations inside Nehru
Place Market. A mock
PCR call was generated
to activate the emergency
response mechanism.

SAMBHAL (UP)

Three get life
imprisonment
for killing
Sambhal man

A court sentenced three
men to life imprisonment
and imposed a fine of
Rs 4.25 lakh for killing a
22-year-old man at a road-
side eatery in 2021 after
the victim allegedly asked
them to wait for their rotis
to be prepared, a prosecu-
tion official said on Friday.

Additional District Gov-
ernment Counsel Hari
Prakash Saini said the inci-
dent took place on July 30,
2021, in the Chaman Sarai
area under the Sambhal
Kotwali police station.
The victim, Rehan, was
preparing rotis at a dhaba
when Salman, his brother
Salim alias Putla, and
Javed allegedly asked him
to serve the rotis quickly.
When Rehan told them
that it would take some
time, the three allegedly
abused him, Saini said.
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Recruitment exams marred
by persistent irregularities

under BJP rule.

Sushil Anand Shukla
PCC Communication Head

CS directs priority for infra, basic
amenities in Naxal-free areas

Chief Secretary carried out review of works under CAMPA Fund
AR

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A crucial review
meeting regarding CAMPA
(Compensatory Afforesta-
tion Fund Management
and Planning Authority)
was held today at Mantra-
laya Mahanadi Bhawan
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary Vikas
Sheel. Several significant
decisions were taken
concerning forest con-
servation, environmental
development, and the
expansion of basic ameni-
ties in forest regions. The
Chief Secretary issued
clear instructions to offi-
cials of the Forest and Cli-
mate Change Department
to prioritize the construc-
tion of bridges, culverts,

access roads, and essential
buildings in forest areas
using CAMPA funds. He
particularly — emphasized
accelerating infrastructure
development in areas that
have become Naxal-free,
ensuring that government
reach and the benefits
of development extend
to these remote regions
rapidly. During the meet-
ing, department officials
informed that the annual
action plan worth Rs 713.73
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® Officials stated that
various activities
under CAMPA funds are
continuously underway
across the state.

cr for the year 2026-27
has been approved and
forwarded to the Central
Government (Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change) for final
sanction; approval for Rs

436.19 cr has already been
received. Additionally, the
progress of works under-
taken during 2024-25 and
202526 was reviewed.
Briefing on the works being
executed in Chhattisgarh
using CAMPA funds, offi-
cials stated that various
activities are continuously
underway across the state.
These include irrigated and
non-irrigated  plantation,
compensatory  afforesta-
tion, restoration of bamboo

forests, silvicultural opera-
tions to increase forest den-
sity, wildlife management,
pasture development,
groundwater conservation
through check dams and
ponds, and connectivity
improvements.

Senior officials from the
department were present
at this high-level meeting,
including Manoj Kumar
Pingua (Additional Chief
Secretary, Forest and Cli-
mate Change Department),
Arun Pandey (PCCF), Son-
mani Borah (Principal Sec-
retary, Tribal Development
Department), Dr. Rohit
Yadav (Finance Secretary),
Ankit Anand (Secretary,
Housing and Environ-
ment), and Shalini Raina
(CEO, CAMPA).

SC dismisses Bhupesh’s plea;
clection petition to proceed

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Former Chhattis-
garh Chief Minister Bhu-
pesh Baghel suffered a set-
back in the Supreme Court
as the apex court dismissed
his plea seeking the prelim-
inary dismissal of an elec-
tion petition challenging
his 2023 Assembly election
victory from Patan. The
Court, however, allowed
Baghel to raise all legal and
factual objections during
the trial before the High
Court. A bench compris-

ing Justices Surya Kant,
Joymalya Bagchi and V.
Mohana heard Baghel’s
plea against the elec-
tion petition filed by BJP
leader and his electoral
rival, Vijay Baghel. The
petition alleges that Bhu-
pesh Baghel conducted a
roadshow on November
16, 2023, a day before

polling, allegedly violating
the 48-hour silence period
under Section 126 of the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1951. Senior Advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, appear-
ing for Baghel, argued that
even if the allegation was
accepted, it would amount
to an electoral offence
under Section 126 and
not a “corrupt practice”
under Section 123. He also
pointed to Baghel’s victory
margin of around 20,000
votes and the limited atten-
dance at the roadshow.

Three arrested for life
threatening assault

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Civil Lines Police
have arrested three
youths for allegedly
launching a life-threat-
ening assault on a man
following an argument
at a clinic. The accused
have been identified as
Aman Nihal (23), Vishal
Soni (20) and Aman
Yadav (20). According
to police, the incident
occurred around 6 pm on
August 6. Complainant
Prakhar Rajan reported

it vy
s ==

that the accused, alleg-
edly under the influence
of alcohol, entered a doc-
tor’s chamber and later
started spitting inside the
clinic. When his brother,

Aninadh Meshram,
objected, the accused
allegedly abused him,
issued death threats and
attacked him.

10-kg LPG cylinders
to be launched in
Ch’garh on August 15

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh is
set to introduce 10-kg
LPG cylinders for the first
time, offering consum-
ers a smaller and more
convenient alternative to
conventional domestic gas
cylinders. The facility is
scheduled to be launched
on August 15 and is
expected to benefit small
families, tenants, students
and consumers requiring
gas for limited or emer-
gency needs.

The new 10-kg com-
posite LPG cylinder is
expected to cost around
Rs 715 to Rs 730 per refill.
Consumers will be able to
book the cylinder through
a mobile application, with
home delivery promised
within four hours of plac-
ing an online booking. The
initiative is aimed at mak-
ing LPG services faster and

more accessible, particu-
larly for consumers whose
gas requirements are rela-
tively low. For those seek-
ing a new connection, a
security deposit of approx-
imately Rs 3,000 will be
required for the cylinder.
In addition, consumers
will have to pay around
Rs 250 separately for the
regulator. The security
deposit will be refundable
if the consumer later sur-
renders the connection,
according to the proposed
arrangement. The smaller
cylinder is expected to
provide greater flexibility
to households that do not
require the larger standard
LPG cylinder.

| SEEKS RELIEF |

Rice Millers seek relief
on custom milling policy

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A crucial meeting
between the Chhattisgarh
State Rice Millers Asso-
ciation and senior Food
Department officials was
held at Mahanadi Bhawan,
with detailed discussions
on the custom milling pol-
icy for 2026-27, rice deliv-
ery arrangements and var-
ious demands of millers.

Food Secretary Reena
Baba Kangale, Markfed
Managing Director Jiten-
dra Shukla, NAN Managing
Director Irfat Ara, Markfed
General Manager Kailash
Verma and Food Depart-
ment official G.S. Sikarwar
participated in the meet-
ing. The delegation was
led by Association State
President Kantilal Bothra.
During the meeting, offi-
cials and representatives
discussed the proposed
rice delivery system for

.

the year. Around 17.32 lakh
tonnes of rice is expected
to be delivered under the
State Pool, while approx-
imately 16 lakh tonnes
will be supplied to NAN
under the Central Pool.
Around 10 lakh tonnes
of 5% parboiled (Usna)
rice and nearly five lakh
tonnes of 10% raw (Arwa)
rice are proposed for
delivery to the FCI. The
remaining approximately
25% broken raw rice will
also be delivered to the
FCI. The Association also
raised concerns over the
proposed 10% ‘Improved
Rice’ requirement for
NAN. Bothra sought sub-

warehouses

sidies for
constructed within rice

mill premises and finan-
cial support for technical
upgradation of existing
mills. Discussions were
also held on transferring
outstanding rice stocks to
NAN as of November 30,
2026, and expediting set-
tlement of pending pay-
ments.

The meeting was
attended by General Sec-
retary  Vishnu Bindal
along with Sandeep Mit-
tal, Mukesh Goyal, Vijay
Goyal, Ranjneet Pandey,
Deepak Agrawal, Banke
Agrawal, Vicky Sharma
and Satish Sharma.

| ‘HAR GHAR TIRANGA’' CAMPAIGN |

Central Chronicle News

Tiranga to fly in Bastar’s remote Naxal-hit villages
[ &

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh will
witness a historic ‘Har
Ghar Tiranga’ campaign
this Independence Day,
with the national flag set
to be hoisted for the first
time in several remote,
Naxal-affected villages of
Bastar. Deputy Chief Min-
isters Arun Sao and Vijay
Sharma announced the
campaign roadmap at a
press conference at the
BJP office in Raipur on
Friday. Deputy CM Arun
Sao said the campaign
aims to strengthen patri-

otism,
constitutional

social harmony,
aware-
ness and the spirit of ‘Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’.
The campaign, launched
nationally in 2022 fol-
lowing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s call, will
include Tiranga Yatras
across more than 450 BJP

Mandal areas, villages,
Gram Panchayats, urban
local bodies and block
headquarters. The grand
state-level Tiranga Yatra
will begin on August 10
at 10 AM from Raipur’s
Marine Drive. The event
will feature the Chief
Minister, ministers, MPs,

FACTFILE

® ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’
campaign.

students, NCC
Scouts, ex-ser-
vicemen, sportspersons,
voluntary organizations
and community represen-
tatives. Sao also appealed
to citizens to hoist the Tri-
colour at homes, shops,
institutions and offices
and share photographs
and videos through the
Digital Tiranga campaign.
Deputy CM and Home
Minister Vijay Sharma

MLAsS,
cadets,

highlighted the special
campaign in Bastar. He
said the Tricolour will be
hoisted for the first time
in 33 villages of Bijapur,
50 villages of Sukma and
nine villages of Narayan-
pur. A grand bike rally
involving BJP, BJYM work-
ers and local youth will
connect sensitive areas
including Puvarti, Silger
and Darbha. Party work-
ers will also visit families
of martyrs who sacrificed
their lives during anti-
Naxal operations and
present them with the
national flag.

Briefs
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NISSAN TEKTON UNVEILED

Nissan TEKTON launched in Raipur,

Priced fro

m Rs 10.49 lakh
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® Turbo engines, premium features,
700-litre boot space

OTEKTON is the first SUV
in its segment to offer an
all-turbocharged engine

RAIPUR: Shiva Nissan, authorised Nis-
san dealer in Raipur, launched the
new Nissan TEKTON SUV at its show-
room on Friday, marking the arrival
of Nissan’s latest offering in the pre-
mium C-SUV segment in the city.

The launch ceremony was
attended by Karan Mandhan, Direc-
tor, Shiva Nissan, along with Neeraj
Pandey of Cholamandalam Finance
and Pranjal Sharma of SBI. Swapnil
Agarwal became the first customer
in Raipur to take delivery of the new
Nissan TEKTON and received the
vehicle keys during the launch cer-
emony. The Nissan TEKTON is posi-
tioned as a premium C-SUV and is
the first SUV in its segment to offer
an all-turbocharged engine lineup
across variants. It is available with
two turbocharged petrol engine
options — TURBO T160 and TURBO
T280. The engines deliver up to 163
PS of power and 280 Nm of torque.
The T280 variant comes with a
six-speed Wet Clutch Dual-Clutch
Transmission (DCT) and an e-shifter,

designed to provide enhanced per-
formance, smoother gear changes
and greater driving control. The SUV
also features Google built-in connec-
tivity, offering access to Google Maps
for navigation, Google Assistant for
hands-free assistance and more than
200 applications through Google
Play. These connected features are
aimed at enhancing convenience
and the overall in-car experience for
customers. Practicality is another
highlight of the TEKTON, with the
SUV offering a claimed class-leading
700-litre boot space. The combina-
tion of spacious storage, premium
features and technology is aimed at
meeting the requirements of both
urban and long-distance users.

Manufactured at Nissan’s Chen-
nai plant, the TEKTON has been
developed under Nissan’s “One Car,
One World” philosophy. Its exte-
rior design draws inspiration from
the iconic Nissan Patrol, reflecting
Nissan’s long-standing SUV heri-
tage while adopting a contempo-
rary design language. The TEKTON
is available at introductory prices
starting at Rs 10.49 lakh for the
T160 Manual Transmission. The
T280 Manual Transmission and
T280 DCT variants are priced from
Rs 14.99 lakh.

DEEKSHARAMBH PROGRAMME 2026
Deeksharambh 2026 marks beginning
of ITEP journey at MATS University

MATS University, successfully orga-
nized the inaugural Deeksharambh
Programme 2026 for the newly
admitted students of the Integrated
Teacher  Education Programme
(ITEP), marking the beginning of
their academic journey with enthusi-
asm, inspiration, and a sense of pur-
pose. The programme was graced by
the esteemed presence of Chancellor
Gajraj Pagariya Sir, Honorable Vice
Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) K. P. Yadav, Reg-
istrar Gokulanand Panda, and Direc-
tor General Priyesh Pagariya, who
blessed the students and encouraged
them to pursue academic excellence,
uphold the values of the teaching
profession, and become dedicated
educators of the future. During the
programme, Dean, School of Edu-
cation, Prof. Parvinder Hanspal,

and Principal, School of Education,
Prof. Sanjeet Tiwari, introduced the
students to the vision, framework,
objectives, and programme details
of the Integrated Teacher Education
Programme (ITEP), providing valu-
able insights into the curriculum and
academic journey ahead. The event
was attended by all the esteemed fac-
ulty members of the School of Edu-
cation, whose presence and guidance
made the occasion meaningful and
memorable. The successful organiza-
tion of the first day of Deeksharambh
2026 reflects the commitment of the
School of Education, MATS Univer-
sity, to providing a strong academic
foundation and a warm welcome to
its new ITEP students as they embark
on their journey toward becom-
ing competent and compassionate
educators.

MSME CREDIT OUTREACH PROGRAMME
Central Bank of India sanctions
Rs 157 crore MSME loans in Raipur

RAIPUR: Central Bank of India orga-
nised an MSME Credit Outreach Pro-
gramme at Hotel Mayura, Raipur, as
part of its nationwide initiative to pro-
mote growth and financial support for
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs). The programme aimed to
create awareness among entrepre-
neurs about the bank’s latest MSME
loan schemes and products while facil-
itating loan sanctions and disburse-
ments to eligible borrowers. Around
100 entrepreneurs participated in the
event and shared their feedback and
suggestions regarding the bank’s prod-
ucts and services. The programme
was attended by Yogesh Kumar, Assis-
tant Director, MSME Development,
Raipur, as the Chief Guest. Charanjeet
Singh Hora, President, Chhattisgarh
Hotel and Restaurant Association, and

Deepak Yadav, Vice President, Rajaram
Food Products Private Limited, were
the Special Guests. During the pro-
gramme, MSME loan proposals worth
approximately Rs 157 crore were sanc-
tioned to 87 beneficiaries, reaffirming
the bank’s commitment to supporting
entrepreneurship and regional eco-
nomic development. Sohail Ahmed,
Chief General Manager, Central Office,
Mumbai; Rakesh Bhutda, Zonal Head,
Raipur Zone; Praful Bansal, Regional
Head, Raipur Region; and other senior
officials attended the event.
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The NDMA organized a high-level conference in Chhattisgarh to review
state-wide flood disaster management and preparedness.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The National
Disaster =~ Management
Authority (NDMA) of the
Government of India
organized a major con-
ference at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan to
review flood disaster
management and pre-
paredness across the
state of Chhattisgarh.
The conference provided
comprehensive guidance
to disaster management
nodal officers from all
districts on handling
flood scenarios and exe-
cuting necessary opera-
tional procedures.

During the confer-
ence, officials announced
that a state-level table
top exercise will be con-
ducted on August 18 to
evaluate flood prepared-
ness across all districts.
This will be followed by
a comprehensive mock
exercise on August 20 to
test real-time emergency
responses.

Shammi Abidi, Secre-
tary of the Revenue and
Disaster Management
Department, instructed
district disaster manage-
ment authority officials
to thoroughly under-
stand all procedures
outlined for the table
top exercise. She empha-
sized that this drill will
prove vital for ensuring
swift rescue and relief

operations during actual
flood emergencies.

The meeting featured
a detailed review of coor-
dinated actions among

various departments
during flood disasters,
including Health and
Family Welfare, Public
Works, Water Resources,
Public Health Engineer-
ing, and Animal Hus-
bandry.

Senior officials par-
ticipating in the meeting
included the Director
General of Civil Defence,
Fire Services, and SDREF,
the Additional Direc-
tor General of Police
(Police Headquarters),
the Divisional Railway
Manager (Raipur Divi-

sion), the SDRF Com-
mandant, the Director
of Swami Vivekananda
Airport, representatives
from the Meteorological

FASTFACTS

@ Officials announced
a state-level table top
exercise for August

18 followed by a
comprehensive mock
drill on August 20.

oThe meeting
emphasized inter-
departmental
coordination among
key state and
national agencies to
ensure swift rescue
operations.

Center, Telecommunica-
tions, Industrial Health
and Safety, alongside
senior officials from the
state government’s Pan-
chayat, Energy, Water
Resources, Public Works,
Transport, and Food
departments.

NDMA, NDRF, CSDMA joint review meeting

A joint review meeling was held at Mantralaya Maha-
nadi Bhawan between the Chhattisgarh State Disaster
Management Authorily (CSDMA), the National Disas-
ter Management Authority (NDMA), and the National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF).

Shammi Abidi, Secretary of the Revenue and Disas-
ter Management Department, detailed the state’s
disaster risk reduction measures, monsoon prepared-
ness protocols, and disaster response systems. Officials
reviewed preparations for seasonal hazards such as
floods, heavy rainfall, lightning strikes, and landslides.
Discussions also covered the functioning and coordina-
tion mechanisms of state and district emergency oper-
ation centers, aiming to strengthen rapid response.

begin

RAIPUR: The Office of the
Commissioner of Med-
ical Education, Health
Bhawan, Nava Raipur,
has invited online appli-
cations for the first
phase of counseling for
admission to undergrad-
uate medical and dental
courses (MBBS/BDS) in
government and private
medical and dental col-
leges across the state of
Chhattisgarh for the aca-
demic year 2026.

According to the offi-
cial notice, all appli-
cants are advised to
thoroughly review the
Chhattisgarh  Medical,
Dental, and Physio-
therapy Undergraduate
Admission Rules, 2025
(Rule-503/30/2025/
MED) before submitting
their online applica-
tions, with specific atten-
tion to provisions con-
cerning  reservations,
the counseling process,
and bond requirements.

This rulebook is avail-
able on the official web-
sites www.cgdme.in and
https://cgdme.admis-
sions.nic.in/.

The non-refund-
able online application
fee has been fixed at
1000 rupees for unre-
served and other back-
ward class applicants,
500 rupees for sched-
uled tribe and sched-
uled caste applicants,
and 10,000 rupees for
non-resident Indian
applicants.

Press Trust Of India

The CGPSC prelim-
inary exam results

for 341 police posts
sparked controversy
after unusual candi-
date names like ‘News’
and ‘Space Rani’ went
viral.

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh’s
latest police recruitment
exam results have drawn
widespread attention after
a bizarre mix of candidate
names, such as ‘News’,
‘Space Rani’, ‘He Ram’ and
‘Tufail’, surfaced on the
qualifying list, prompting
the Opposition Congress
to allege irregularities,
even as candidates came
forward to defend their
unique monikers.

While the Congress
seized upon the peculiar
roster of names to allege
irregularities in the pre-
liminary recruitment
exam for the posts of sub-
edar, sub-inspector and
platoon commander, the
Chhattisgarh Public Ser-
vice Commission (CGPSC)
rejected the claim, saying
the records accurately
reflect the data provided
by candidates during reg-
istration.

The commission clari-
fied that these candidates
had appeared for docu-
ment verification, physical
tests and the preliminary
examination under the
same names, also printed
on their admit cards.

The CGPSC conducted

HIGHLIGHT

® The opposition
Congress alleged
irregularities and
government negligence
in the recruitment
process, which the
CGPSC rejected as
baseless.

the preliminary examina-
tion for recruitment to 341
posts of subedar, sub-in-
spector and platoon com-
mander under the Home
Department on July 12
across all 33 districts.

The preliminary
examination result was
declared on August 4,
with 7,301 candidates
qualifying for the mains.
However, a controversy
erupted after a clipping of
the list of qualifying can-
didates with names such
as ‘News’, ‘Space Rani’,
‘He Ramy’, ‘Bhakt Prahlad’
and ‘Tufail’ went viral on
social media. Congress
leaders questioned the
recruitment process, with
former chief minister
Bhupesh Baghel taking
a dig at the government
over the names.

Baghel shared the list
of unusual names on X,
saying, “The Public Rela-
tions Department should
spend Rs 1 crore daily on
advertisements to display
this achievement at pub-
lic intersections so that, in
the coming days, ‘Radio’
and ‘Space Raja’ might
also succeed in some
examination.”

High level scrutiny
committee hears
caste cases

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A meeting of
the High-Level Certifica-
tion Scrutiny Committee
was held today at the
TRTI Auditorium in Nava
Raipur under the chair-
manship of Principal Sec-
retary of the Tribal and
Scheduled Caste Develop-
ment Department, Son-
moni Borah. A total of 12
cases related to caste cer-
tificates were presented
for hearing and consider-
ation during the session.
The committee examined
available records, rep-
resentations  submitted
by parties, and relevant
facts to issue necessary
directives across all mat-
ters. Among the cases
presented for direct hear-
ing before the commit-
tee were Padmabhushan
Kashi, Joint Director of
the Directorate of Urban
Administration and Devel-
opment, Raipur; Somwati
Kol, former sarpanch;
Sanchita Rani Mandal,

!a ¥
headmistress;  Lakshmi
Thakur, supervisor in
the Women and Child
Development Depart-
ment; Hasya Prabha
Angare,  stenographer;
and Namrata Singh Jain,
President of Nagar Pan-
chayat ~ Mohla-Manpur.
Both certificate holders
and complainants were
given opportunities to
appear before the panel,
and their representations
were formally recorded.

During the hearing
of Namrata Singh Jain’s
case, a large gathering of
villagers led to crowding
at the venue, prompt-
ing local police to be
called to maintain order
and ensure a smooth
hearing process.

State Squash
Championship
Kicks off

RAIPUR: Raipur is set
to witness high-inten-
sity sporting action as
the Chhattisgarh State
Squash Championship
2026 gets underway
from August 8 to August
9, 2026, at the Squash
Complex in Budhap-
ara. Organized under
the aegis of the Chhat-
tisgarh Squash Associa-
tion and guided by the
Squash Rackets Federa-
tion of India (SRFI), the
tournament stands as
one of the most antic-
ipated state-level fix-
tures on the local ath-
letic calendar.

A total of 62 players
from across the state
have officially regis-
tered to compete in
the two-day event. The
championship features
competition spanning
12 distinct categories,
encompassing Under-
11, Under-13, Under-15,
Under-17, and Under-19
divisions for both boys
and girls, alongside ded-
icated senior categories
for men and women.

| BREASTFEEDING AWARENESS PROGRAMME |

Awareness for world breastieeding
week by Dr. Ambedkar Hospital

Central Chronicle News

Dr. Bhimrao Ambed-
kar Memorial Hospi-
tal organized a joint
awareness event by
its obstetrics, gyne-
cology, and pediat-
rics departments for
World Breastfeeding
Week.

RAIPUR: On the occasion
of World Breastfeeding
Week, the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy and the Department
of Pediatrics at Dr. Bhim-
rao Ambedkar Memorial
Hospital, Raipur, jointly
organized an awareness
and counseling program.

The initiative aimed
to educate pregnant
women, new mothers,
and their families about
the critical importance
of breastfeeding, proper
newborn nutrition, and
maternal health, rein-
forcing the core message
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that a mother’s milk is
the best and most com-
plete nourishment for
an infant. The event
was co-chaired by the
heads of the obstetrics
and gynecology and
pediatrics departments.
Expert physicians and
healthcare workers inter-
acted directly with the
attendees to dispel com-
mon myths surround-
ing breastfeeding and
provided scientifically
backed guidance.

Dr. Omkar Khandwal,
Head of the Department
of Pediatrics, stated that
initiating breastfeeding
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within the first hour of
a baby’s birth is the sin-
gle most vital founda-
tion for a healthy life. He
explained that the thick,
yellowish milk produced
immediately after birth,
known as colostrum,
acts as a natural first vac-
cine for the newborn,
significantly boosting
immunity and providing
defense against various
severe infections and
illnesses.

He strongly urged
mothers to feed infants
exclusively with breast
milk for the first six
months of life, avoiding

FASTFACTS

® Experts emphasized
exclusive breastfeeding
for the first six months
and highlighted
colostrum as a natural
vaccine that boosts
newborn immunity.

eDoctors provided
guidance on correct
breastfeeding
techniques, maternal
nutrition, and
postpartum health
management.

water or any other form
of external nourish-
ment during this period.
Dr. Jyoti Jaiswal, Head
of the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy, provided detailed

information  regarding
correct breastfeeding
techniques, proper

latching postures, breast
care, and the necessity of
maintaining a balanced
and nutritious diet.

unpaid taxes

RAIPUR: Raipur Munici-
pal Corporation’s Zone-9
revenue team conducted
a major recovery drive

against tax defaulters.
Led by Assistant Revenue
Officer Narendra Kumar
Naik and other con-
cerned revenue person-
nel, the team executed
sealing actions against
properties failing to pay
municipal taxes in areas
including Magneto Mall,
Moti Mahal, and Vijay
Nagar Chowk. The action
has been taken under the
instructions of Raipur
Municipal  Corporation
Commissioner Sambit
Mishra and the directions
of Deputy Commis-
sioner of Revenue Dr.
Anjali Sharma and Zone
9 Commissioner Rakesh
Sharma. During the
operation at Moti Mahal
located near VIP Chowk,
the property belonging to
Nikita Jajodia and Kavita
Swarnkar was officially
sealed due to non-pay-
ment of outstanding
taxes. Meanwhile, action
at a property within Mag-
neto Mall prompted an
immediate payment of
52091 rupees toward the
pending dues during the
sealing procedure. The
revenue department of
Raipur Municipal Corpo-
ration Zone 9 continues
its rigorous campaign by
issuing notices, carrying
out property seals, and
disconnecting water pipe-
lines.

FENCING

DFA to host
inter-school
fencing

RAIPUR: District Fenc-
ing Association (DFA)
of Raipur is organizing
a two-day district-level
inter-school fencing
championship for boys
and girls across the 14,
17, and 19 age categories
on August 8 and August 9
starting at 9:00 AM daily
at Adarsh Vidyalaya, Tat-
ibandh, Raipur. More
than one hundred young
fencers have already reg-
istered for the sub-junior,
junior, and senior level
events. Competitions
will feature individual
matches across foil, sabre,
and epee categories.
The opening ceremony
will be graced by Sanjay
Shukla, Assistant Director
of Sports at the Director-
ate of Public Instruction,
as the chief guest, while
Jasveer Sarkar, Principal
of Adarsh Vidyalaya, will
preside over the function.

| SARPANCH CONSERVATION CONVENTION |

Sarpanchs gather for resource conservation

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The district pan-
chayat of Raipur organized
a one-day panchayat con-
vention for district sarpan-
chs at the Thakur Pyarelal
Panchayat and Rural Devel-
opment Institute in Nimora.
The central theme of the
event focused on the role
of panchayats as custodi-
ans in the conservation,
enhancement, and manage-
ment of natural community
resources. Additional Chief
Secretary Richa Sharma
attended the program as the

chief guest, while Collector
Dr. Gaurav Singh partici-
pated as the special guest,
alongside District Panchayat
CEO Kumar Bishwaranjan.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Additional Chief Sec-
retary Richa Sharma stated
that such workshops for
elected village representa-

f:\,;-l

tives are highly commend-
able.

She emphasized that
human life is deeply con-
nected to village natural
resources, making their pro-
tection and preservation a
collective responsibility. She
urged the representatives
to keep local water sources

OO

Our life is
connected to
village natural
resources, making
their protection
and preservation
a collective
responsibility.
Richa Sharma
Additional Chief Secretary

clean to ensure safe drink-
ing water for the present

community and as a vital
asset for future generations.
Noting that women tradi-
tionally bear the responsi-
bility of fetching drinking
water and face significant
hardships when nearby
sources dry up, she stressed
the importance of maintain-
ing clean village ponds.

She also requested that
not all ponds be diverted
for commercial activities
such as fish farming, and
advised that specific water
bodies should be reserved
strictly for drinking and
daily household use.

Balancing urban growth &
environmental protection

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Department
of Architecture and Plan-
ning at the National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT)
Raipur partnered with the
Department of Environ-
mental Planning from the
School of Planning and
Architecture (SPA), Bho-
pal, to host a weeklong
joint academic workshop
named “Urban Eco Syner-
gies” in Raipur. The pro-
gram focused on explor-
ing sustainable, inclusive,
and environmentally

responsive urban devel-
opment strategies for the

city. Postgraduate stu-
dents and faculty mem-
bers pursuing M.Tech. in
Urban Planning from NIT
Raipur and M.Plan. in
Environmental Planning
from SPA Bhopal partici-

pated in the collaborative
initiative. The attendees
conducted extensive field
surveys and spatial analy-
ses across various parts of
Raipur to evaluate current
development patterns
alongside pressing envi-
ronmental challenges.
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has played a vital role in
improving the ratio of girl
education in Chhattisgarh.”

Sushant Shukla
MLA. Beltara

Tender for Airport marks
expansion ol amenities

Bilaspur’s airport expansion gains momentum as authorities issue terminal construction
tender to improve passenger facilities and operational efficiency significantly.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: In a signifi-
cant development for
Bilasa Devi Kevat Air-
port, the Public Works
Department (PWD) has
issued the official tender
for the construction of
a new terminal build-
ing, paving the way
for a major upgrade of
aviation infrastructure
in Bilaspur. Estimated
to cost Rs 6.57 crore,
the project is expected
to improve passenger
amenities and opera-
tional efficiency while
strengthening the city’s
air connectivity. The
issuance of the tender
is being viewed as an
important milestone
after years of sustained
public demand for bet-
ter airport facilities.
According to the
tender document, the
proposed terminal will
be constructed in front
of the existing airport
building at the pres-
ent main entrance and
boundary wall. The
new facility will have a
built-up area of nearly
22,000 square feet.
It will include a cen-
trally  air-conditioned
departure hall cov-
ering approximately
16,000 square feet,
offering passengers a

V| KEVAT

FASTFACTS

©® The modern terminal
will substantially
enhance passenger
comfort with upgraded
airport infrastructure
facilities.

eRunway extension
remains essential

for expanding flight
operations and
improving regional air
connectivity.

more comfortable and
spacious environment
before boarding flights.
Once the new terminal
becomes operational, all
departure-related activi-
ties will be shifted to the
new building.

The existing terminal,
which presently handles
both arrivals and depar-
tures, will thereafter
function exclusively as
the arrival hall. Officials

believe this segregation
of passenger movement
will reduce congestion,
improve security man-
agement and enable
smoother airport opera-
tions during peak travel
hours.

The present terminal
is based on a renovated
structure originally built
in the 1980s.

Although it  has
served the airport for
several decades, increas-

ing passenger traffic and
the expansion of flight
services have exposed
its limitations in terms
of space and passenger
facilities. The new ter-
minal is expected to pro-
vide modern infrastruc-
ture that meets current
aviation standards while
creating a better travel
experience for passen-
gers using Bilaspur Air-
port.

The tender pro-
cess has already com-
menced, with August 21
fixed as the last date for
submission of bids.

Technical bids sub-
mitted by participating
agencies are scheduled
to be opened on August
27. Authorities expect
the selection process to
be completed promptly
so that construction
work can begin without
unnecessary delay.

PAC welcomes issuance of tender

P—

The Public Agitation Committee (PAC) has wel-
comed the issuance of the tender and expressed
gratitude to Deputy Chief Minister and Public Works
Department Minister Arun Sao for facilitating the

project.

The committee also urged the government to
ensure wide publicity of the tender so that expe-
rienced and competent contractors participate,
ensuring timely execution and high construction

standards.

Convict
of raping
minor
sentenced

BILASPUR: A district court
here has sentenced a
37-year-old shopkeeper
to rigorous imprison-
ment for the remainder
of his natural life after
convicting him of raping a
12-year-old girl. The court
also imposed a fine of Rs
2,000 on the convict, with
an additional one-month
imprisonment in case of
default. The convict has
been identified as Dha-
ram Singh Banjare, son
of Narbad Banjare, a res-
ident of Bajrang Mohalla
in Dardighat, under the
Masturi police station lim-
its. According to the pros-
ecution, the incident took
place on September 9,
2024, at around 1:30 PM,
when the victim went to
a nearby grocery store at
her mother’s request.

The accused, who
operated the shop, lured
the minor into a room
behind the store on the
pretext of giving her
biscuits and sexually
assaulted her. Before
letting her go, Banjare
threatened her against
disclosing the ordeal to
anyone.

The assault came to
light shortly after when
the child returned home
crying and narrated the
incident to her mother.
The family immediately
approached the Masturi
police station and lodged
a formal complaint.

Death sentence
in triple murder
commuted to lifer

Central Chronicle News

Chhattisgarh High
Court commuted the
death sentence after
considering estab-
lished legal sentencing
principles carefully.

BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court has
upheld the conviction of
Ravi Sharma in the sensa-
tional Talpuri triple mur-
der case but commuted
his death sentence to life
imprisonment for the
remainder of his natural
life without remission.
The Division Bench also
rejected the trial court’s
reference seeking confir-
mation of the death pen-
alty, holding that the case
did not fall within the
“rarest of rare” category
required for awarding
capital punishment.

The case relates to
the murders committed
on January 21, 2020, in a
rented house at Talpuri
in Bhilai. Sharma’s wife,
Manju Sharma, their
one-and-a-half-month-
old daughter and N. Raju
were found dead inside
the house. According
to the prosecution, the
accused attempted to
destroy evidence by set-
ting the bodies on fire

after committing the
murders.
The High Court

observed that the prose-

FASTFACTS

® The conviction
was upheld based
on a complete chain
of circumstantial
evidence.

cution had successfully
established a complete
chain of circumstan-
tial evidence linking the
accused to the crime.
Adhesive tape recovered
from Sharma matched
the tape used to bind the
victims. Investigators
also recovered an empty
strip of Alprax 0.5 tab-
lets during the investiga-
tion, while a handwriting
expert confirmed that
the writing found at the
crime scene matched
Sharma’s  handwriting.
The Bench held that these
circumstances conclu-
sively proved the offences
of murder and causing
the disappearance of evi-
dence. While describing
the crime as brutal, pre-
meditated and extremely
grave, the court ruled
that it did not satisfy the
legal test for imposing the
death penalty.

Youth need to be encouraged

Central Chronicle News

to join Yoga: Sanjay Agrawal

The chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Sanjay
Agrawal said yoga
needs to be included
as a regular subject in
education.

BILASPUR: An impor-
tant meeting was held at
Maharishi University of
Management and Tech-
nology, Bilaspur, on the
occasion of the visit of
Sanjay Agrawal, Chair-
man, Yoga Commission,
Chhattisgarh. The meet-
ing was attended by the
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Dr. Naresh
Kumar Tiwari, along
with the faculty mem-
bers of the Department
of Yoga.

During the meeting,
detailed discussions were
held on various impor-
tant topics, including the
expansion of yoga activ-
ities on the university
campus, increasing the
participation of youth,

FASTFACTS

® Underlining the
relevance of Yoga, the
invited guests and
faculty members of
Yoga Dept discussed
the possibilities of
expansion of Yoga-
based activities.

strengthening yoga edu-
cation and training, pro-
moting research activi-
ties, and extending the
benefits and awareness
of yoga to every section
of society.

Underlining the rel-

San-

evance of Yoga,
jay Agrawal, along with

Vice-Chancellor Dr.
Naresh Kumar Tiwari and
the faculty members of
the Department of Yoga,
discussed the possibili-
ties of undertaking more
effective and extensive
initiatives in the field of
yoga. Special emphasis
was laid on connecting
students and youth with
yoga through the joint
efforts of the University
and the Department of
Yoga, and on making
yoga an effective medium
for education, health,
and public awareness.

play in Jr Asia Cup Ho

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Two promis-
ing hockey players from
the State Centre of Excel-
lence, Bahtarai, have been
selected for the Indian
Junior Women’s Hockey
Team that will compete
in the Junior Asia Cup in
China from August 30
to September 13. Geeta
Yadav and Madhu Sidar,
both products of Chhat-
tisgarh’s first residential
hockey academy, will rep-
resent the country at the
continental tournament.
The duo has been train-
ing under senior coach
Rakesh Toppo since join-
ing the academy and has
also received guidance
from head coach Vikas
Paul and coach Ajit Lakra.
Madhu Sidar, who hails
from Pongro village in
Kansabel block of Jash-
pur district, comes from a
farming family. She earned
a place in the residential
academy after impressing
in the selection trials and

| SELECTION |

Bahtarai’s Geeta, Madhu to

—

has
through the ranks. Madhu
emerged as the highest
scorer with nine goals in
the Hockey India Sub-
Junior West Zone Champi-
onship in 2023.

She also won a silver
medal at the West Zone
Sub-Junior Championship
in Gujarat in 2024 and
represented Chhattisgarh

steadily progressed

e

in the Sub-Junior Female

Hockey  League, the
National =~ Championship
and the School National
Games.

In 2025, she helped her
team secure third place at
the Sub-Junior Inter-Zone
Championship in Hary-
ana and later competed in
the Hockey India National
Championship in Andhra

ckey

FASTFACTS

® Two promising
hockey players from
Centre of Excellence,
Bahtarai, have been
selected in Indian team
for Junior Women’s
Hockey Championship.

Pradesh. She has been
training with the Indian
junior squad in Bengaluru
since April 2026.

Geeta Yadav, a native
of Bodla in Kabirdham
district, began her hockey
journey under coach Shiva
Chauhan before joining
the Bahtarai academy in
June 2022. Her consistent
performances earned her
selection under the Khelo
India TOPS programme,
and she is currently train-
ing in Bengaluru.

Geeta has already rep-
resented India during
junior team tours of the
Netherlands and Belgium
in 2024, Argentina in 2025,
and England and Scotland
in July 2026.

| HOME DELIVERY |

10-kg LPG cylinder to reach homes within 3 hours

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Consum-
ers in Bilaspur can now
access a faster and more
convenient cooking gas
service with Indian Oil
introducing 10-kg Free
Trade LPG (FTL) compos-
ite cylinders in the city.
The new service aims to
offer quicker delivery,
lightweight cylinders
and greater flexibility for
urban households.

The facility has been
launched through four
Indane distributors—

Sharda Gas Service,
Mahamaya Indane, Sai
Prasad Gas and Vartika
Indane.

Customers can book
a new connection or
order a refill using Blin-
kit, the Indian Oil One

mobile application or the
company’s official web-
site, making the process
entirely digital and has-
sle-free. Indian Oil has
assured that cylinders
will be delivered within a
maximum of three hours

oo

“Consumers
can now
access a faster
service with the
launching 10-kg
LPG cylinders.”
Distributors

Indane LPG service

from the time of booking.
Consumers will also have
the option of selecting a

preferred delivery time
slot according to their
convenience, reduc-
ing waiting periods and
improving service effi-
ciency.

Marketed under the
brand name “Xtra Light
Now”, the 10-kg com-
posite LPG cylinder is
considerably lighter
than traditional steel
cylinders. Manufactured
from advanced compos-
ite material, the cylin-
der is rust-free, easier to
carry and designed with
enhanced safety features.

Dy CM Arun Sao to review
developmental projects

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Deputy Chief
Minister and Bilaspur dis-
trict in-charge Minister
Arun Sao will chair a com-
prehensive review meeting
on Saturday to assess the
progress of departmental
schemes and development
projects  being  imple-
mented across the district.

The meeting will be
held at 11.30 am in the
Manthan Conference Hall
at the District Collector-
ate. Senior officials from
various departments will
participate and present

updates on the imple-
mentation of government
welfare schemes, ongoing
development and con-
struction works, priority
programmes of the state
government, and the status
of pending cases.

The review will focus
on the pace of execution
of projects, achievements
made by individual depart-
ments and issues requir-
ing administrative inter-
vention. Officials will also
present the latest progress
reports and other relevant
information to facilitate
informed decision-making.

NEWSLINE

CHIT-FUND

Absconding
accused held

BILASPUR: Malhar
police have arrested an
absconding chit fund
accused who had been
evading arrest for sev-
eral years as part of an
ongoing drive against
wanted criminals. The
accused, Chaitram Kevat,
carried a reward of Rs
5,000 in connection with
a case registered at Bha-
nupratappur police sta-
tion in Kanker district.
He has been handed over
to Takhatpur police for
further legal proceed-
ings. According to police,
Chaitram Kevat (53), a
resident of Malhar in
Masturi block, allegedly
lured people into invest-
ing in BN Gold Com-
pany by promising high
returns and later cheated
investors by misappro-
priating their deposits.
Police said multiple cases
of cheating and violations
under the Chhattisgarh
Protection of Depositors’
Interests Act have been
registered against him
at police stations in Sar-
gaon (Mungeli), Patewa
(Mahasamund), Darima
(Surguja), Takhatpur
(Bilaspur) and several
other districts across the
state. As he remained
absconding for a long
period, Bhanupratappur
police had announced a
cash reward of Rs 5,000
for information leading
to his arrest.

THEFT

Rs 40,000
stolen from
victim’s card

BILASPUR: Sakri police
have registered a case
after a man was allegedly
duped of Rs 40,000 by an
unidentified fraudster who
swapped his ATM card
under the pretext of offer-
ing assistance at an ATM
kiosk. According to the
complaint, Jagdish Prasad
Rathore, a resident of Par-
sada (Bharni) village and
an employee of the Central
Silk Board, visited the SBI
ATM at Sakri Bazar Chowk
on August 4 at around 1.30
pm to withdraw cash. An
unidentified man, aged
around 30 to 35 years,
who was already inside
the ATM, allegedly advised
him to reinsert his card
and enter his PIN. Police
said the accused observed
the PIN entered by the
victim and then cleverly
exchanged his ATM card
without his knowledge.

CASES

Hllegal
construction:
350 cases
pending

BILASPUR: The recent
electrocution deaths of
two construction workers
at an under-construction
building near Ring Road
No. 2 have once again
brought Bilaspur’s grow-
ing problem of illegal con-
struction into focus. The
incident has raised seri-
ous concerns over unau-
thorized buildings and
the increasing number
of commercial structures
coming up in residential
areas despite repeated
complaints. Across the
city, unauthorized con-
struction and commercial
development in residential
zones continue unabated.
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“India’s energy security is not
determined solely by energy
resources but by its ability

to manufacture and supply

chain.”
H.D. Kumaraswamy

Union Minister

Education must focus on
innovation: Pralhad Joshi

Union Education Minister Pralhad Joshi, while addressing 13th BRICS Education
Ministers’ meeting, said educatlon systems must focus on resilience and innovation.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Union Educa-
tion Minister Pralhad Joshi,
while addressing the 13th
BRICS Education Minis-
ters’ meeting in Bhubane-
swar on Friday, said edu-
cation systems must focus
on resilience, innovation,
cooperation and sustain-
ability to prepare young
people for a rapidly chang-
ing world.

“Last month, under the
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, I was
entrusted with the respon-
sibility of leading India’s
education sector. I con-
sider this a responsibility

of immense significance,
especially given the scale
and diversity of India’s
education ecosystem. I
consider this, therefore, a
special privilege that one
of my early opportunities
to engage with my interna-
tional counterparts is here
among the colleagues from
the BRICS family,” said

\

Joshi.

“The 13th BRICS Edu-
cation Ministers Meeting
also assumes particular
significance as India holds
the BRICS chairmanship
this year. I take this oppor-
tunity to express India’s
appreciation for the sup-
port and constructive
engagement of all mem-

HIGHLIGHT

@ India’s BRICS
chairmanship is
guided by theme
“Building Resilience
and Innovation for
Cooperation and
Sustainability.

ber countries in advancing
our shared priorities,” he
added.

Joshi said India’s BRICS
chairmanship this year
is guided by the theme
“Building Resilience and
Innovation for Coopera-
tion and Sustainability”,
which he said had partic-

ular relevance for educa-
tion.

Joshi said education sys-
tems must be able to deal
with disruptions caused
by pandemics, economic
uncertainties, climate chal-
lenges and rapid techno-
logical changes, while con-
tinuing to evolve with the
aspirations of each new
generation.

He also emphasised
the importance of keep-
ing people at the centre of
education, saying technol-
ogy and economies may
change, but the focus must
remain on students, teach-
ers, researchers and young
people.

Tech-driven Maritime
security must: Sonowal

TN
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Press Trust Of India

Union Minister for
Ports, Shipping Sar-
bananda Sonowal
called for a trans-
formation of India’s
maritime security.

NEW DELHI: Union Min-
ister for Ports, Shipping
and Waterways Sarba-
nanda Sonowal called for
a technology-led trans-
formation of India’s mar-
itime security architec-
ture, saying the country’s
expanding port network
and growing role in global
trade require resilient,

FASTFACTS

@ Sonowal said
India’s ports should
be evaluated not
only by their cargo
capacity but also by
their preparedness to
withstand security
challenges.

integrated and future-
ready security systems
capable of addressing
emerging cyber and geo-
political threats.

Addressing the 2nd
National  Port  Secu-
rity Conference 2026
in New Delhi, Sonowal
said India’s ports should
be evaluated not only
by their cargo handling
capacity and operational
efficiency but also by
their preparedness to
withstand evolving secu-
rity challenges.

| DRUG APPROVAL RULES |

Health Ministry tightens
drug approval _rules

Press Trust Of India

The Union Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare has notified
stricter provisions
under the Drugs
Rules, 1945.

NEW DELHI: In a major
move to strengthen the
integrity and transparency
of India’s drug regulatory
system, the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Wel-
fare (MoHFW) has notified
stricter provisions under

1945,
empowering licensing
authorities to debar appli-
cants who submit fake or
fabricated data in support
of drugrelated applica-
tions. The amendments,
notified through G.S.R. No.
756(E), are aimed at ensur-
ing that regulatory approv-
als are based on authentic

the Drugs Rules,

scientific evidence while
discouraging malpractice
in the pharmaceutical
sector.

Under the revised rules,
applicants found to have
furnished fabricated or fal-
sified data may be barred
from submitting further
applications to the con-
cerned licensing author-
ity—either at the Centre
or the State level-for a
specified period. The new
provisions will apply to all
applications filed under
various provisions of the
Drugs Rules, 1945.

Over 70
persons fall ill

BHUBANESWAR: More
than 70 people, includ-
ing around 30 children,
fell ill after consuming
food and drinking water
at a housewarming feast
in Odisha’s Balasore dis-

trict, officials said on
Friday.

The incident
occurred in Kharida

village under Jaleswar
police station limits.
Health officials said
nearly 50 people who
developed severe symp-
toms were admitted to
Jaleswar Hospital, while
others received primary
treatment at nearby
health centres.

| SLAUGHTER-HOUSE |

Assam Police raids illegal slaughter
house, one arrested: CM Himanta

Press Trust Of India

GUWAHATI: Assam Police
conducted an early morn-
ing raid on an illegal
slaughterhouse in Nagaon
district on Friday and
arrested one person in
connection with the case.
The operation led to the
seizure of a large quantity
of suspected beef, several
cattle and buffaloes, offi-
cials said.

According to Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, the raid was car-
ried out by Assam Police

following specific inputs.
Police recovered around
285 kilograms of sus-
pected beef, 36 cattle
and two buffaloes from
the premises. The illegal
slaughterhouse was alleg-
edly being operated by
Noor Ali and Noor Zaman.

One accused, iden-

tified as Asab Ali, was
arrested during the oper-
ation. The other two sus-
pects managed to escape
and are currently being
actively searched by the
police. Authorities said
efforts are underway to
trace and apprehend
them at the earliest.

Chief Minister Sarma
shared details of the oper-
ation on social media
and reiterated the state
government’s firm stand
against  illegal cattle
smuggling and unlawful
slaughter.

Press Trust Of India

JAMMU: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Thursday
said the newly launched
Al Centre of Excellence
at IIT Jammu would focus
on developing technol-
ogy-driven solutions to
the UT’s challenges,
while Project Phoenix
would promote entre-

| ENTREPRENEURSHIP |

IIT Jammu’s Al centre, Project Phoenix
to drive entreprencurship in J-K: CM

preneurship and self-em-
ployment among the
youth. The Artificial
Intelligence (AI) Centre
of Excellence has been
established jointly by the

Government of India, the
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment and IIT Jammu.

Underscoring the
significance of the Proj-
ect Phoenix, the chief
minister told report-
ers here: “To promote
self-employment and
entrepreneurship, IIT
Jammu today launched
an excellent programme
called Project Phoenix.

Its objective will be to
identify entrepreneurs,
support them and pro-
vide them with mentor-
ship, market access and
training.”

After the launch,
Abdullah said that Al
should be harnessed to
address region-specific
issues rather than being
viewed merely as a tech-
nological tool.

Standalone: Marble slurry dumping yard

People visit the marble slurry dumplng yard, in Klshangarh Ajmer district, Rajasthan PTI

| DEEP-TECH |

Deep Tech fund approved

NEW DELHI: The Union Cab-
inet on Friday approved
guidelines for the imple-
mentation of the Rs 1
lakh crore Deep Tech
Fund aimed at boosting
innovation, research and
advanced technology
development in the coun-
try.

Union Minister for
information Technology
and electronics Ashwini

VAishnaw said, the initia-
tive is expected to provide
long-term financial sup-
port for startups and com-
panies working in sectors

such as artificial intelli-
gence, quantum comput-
ing, semiconductors, bio-
technology, robotics and

space technology.
The government
said the fund would

strengthen India’s inno-
vation ecosystem, reduce
dependence on imported
technologies and encour-
age domestic manufactur-
ing of high-end products.

GUWAHATI: The flood sit-
uation in Assam remained
grim on Friday as six more
deaths were reported, tak-
ing the overall death toll
to 95, according to official
reports. Heavy rainfall
continued to affect several
districts, inundating vil-
lages, damaging roads and

| FLOOD IN ASSAM |

Flood situation in Assam remains
grim as six more persons killed

-
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disrupting normal life.
State disaster response

0o T

teams, National Disaster

Response Force personnel

and local authorities con-
tinued rescue and relief
operations in the worst-hit
areas.

Thousands of people
remain in relief camps,
while food, drinking water
and medical assistance
are being provided by the
administration.

| HANDLOOM DAY |

PM Modi greets nation on National Handloom Day

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Friday extended greetings
to the nation on the occa-
sion of National Hand-
loom Day, paying tribute
to India’s rich handloom
heritage and the genera-
tions of weavers and arti-
sans who have preserved
the country’s traditional

craftsmanship. In a post on
X, the Prime Minister said,
“Today, on National Hand-
loom Day, we celebrate
India’s rich and vibrant
handloom heritage. We
also salute the skill, cre-
ativity and dedication of
our weavers and artisans.
For generations, they have
preserved and enriched
our traditions.” He said
the government would

continue to support the
handloom sector, describ-
ing it as a key pillar of
rural empowerment, wom-
en-led development and

the vision of an Atmanirb-
har Bharat.

“Our Government will
keep supporting the hand-
loom sector, which is an
important pillar of rural
empowerment, wom-
en-led development and
fulfilling the dream of an
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Do share your favour-
ite handloom products
and GRWM videos using

#NationalHandloomDay,
which will encourage those
associated with the sector,”
PM Modi said.

The Prime Minister’s
remarks came a day after
he urged citizens, partic-
ularly the youth, to cele-
brate National Handloom
Day with the same enthu-
siasm as Friendship Day
and promote India’s weav-
ing heritage.

Ministers given portfolios
in new Puducherry Govt

PUDUCHERRY: The
Puducherry government
on Friday notified the
allocation of portfolios
among Chief Minister V.
Narayanasamy and five
Cabinet ministers fol-
lowing the formation of
the new government.
The notification
detailed the depart-
ments assigned to each

minister, enabling the
administration to begin
full-fledged function-
ing.

Key portfolios such
as Finance, Home, Edu-
cation, Health, Public
Works, Agriculture and
Local Administration
have been distributed
among members of the
Cabinet.

NEWSLINE

NEW DELHI

Railways acts
against vendors

Indian Railways has
intensified its action against
poor-quality food and
hygiene violations across
the  railway  network.
The Ministry of Railways
informed that strict enforce-
ment measures taken dur-
ing the past three years have
resulted in penalties worth
Rs 5.13 crore. Authorities
have issued 54 show-cause
notices to defaulting licens-
ees, terminated six catering
contracts and debarred sev-
eral vendors found violating
prescribed standards.

NEW DELHI
Cvyber fraud alert
issued

The Indian Cyber

Crime Coordination Cen-
tre (I4C), under the Min-
istry of Home Affairs,
has issued a nationwide
advisory warning cor-
porates and finance
professionals against a
new online fraud known
as the “Boss Scam”.
According to the advi-
sory, fraudsters are tak-
ing control of WhatsApp
accounts through mali-
cious files disguised as
financial statements or
documents bearing the
names of the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs and the
Reserve Bank of India.
After gaining access, the
scammers impersonate
senior company officials
and instruct employees
to transfer large sums
of money urgently. The
ministry urged organi-
sations to verify finan-
cial instructions through
independent communi-
cation channels before
processing payments.

NEW DELHI

Handloom sector
gets boost

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi greeted the nation on
National Handloom Day and
urged citizens to support
India’s traditional weaving
community by purchasing
and promoting handloom
products. In  messages
shared on Friday, the Prime
Minister described India’s
handloom sector as one of
the country’s greatest civ-
ilisational ~ strengths and
praised artisans for preserv-
ing centuries-old traditions
through their craftsman-
ship. He said the handloom
industry not only reflects
India’s rich cultural heritage
but also provides livelihoods
to millions of weaving fami-
lies across the country.

CHENNAI

Vijay defends
Cauvery talks

Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister C. Joseph Vijay on
Friday defended his gov-
ernment’s decision to
pursue direct talks with
Karnataka on the Cau-
very river water dispute
while continuing the legal
battle. Speaking in the
State Assembly, Vijay said
dialogue should not be
viewed as a sign of weak-
ness and stressed that
negotiations and legal
remedies could continue
simultaneously. He stated
that even countries with
serious differences hold
discussions to resolve
disputes and that the
welfare of Tamil Nadu
farmers remained his gov-
ernment’s priority.
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“The investment should
be inclusive and long-
term, and in tune with the
public sentiment.”

Rupkumari Choudhary
LS MP- Mahasamund fa
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Bilaspur Region

Industrial growth begins in
Mungeli’s Chandragadhi

The Chhattisgarh government has approved to allocate 79.70 acres of land to
Mungeli’s Chandragadhi for the construction of a manufacturing plant.

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Mungeli district
is set to emerge as a major
industrial hub after the
Chhattisgarh Cabinet, led
by Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai, approved the
allocation of 79.70 acres
of government land at
a concessional rate to
Bharat Earth Movers Lim-
ited (BEML) for establish-
ing a Heavy Earth Moving
Equipment manufactur-
ing plant in Chandragadhi
village of Pathariya tehsil.

The project marks
a significant milestone
in the state’s industrial
development and will be

Hilll

the first manufacturing
unit of its kind in Chhat-
tisgarh. The proposed
BEML plant is expected
to provide the state with
a new identity on the
national industrial map
while laying the founda-
tion for a modern heavy
machinery manufactur-
ing sector.

The project is also

EXTiTe '
FEWIIT gl gr‘iﬁg (1;115

expected to generate
large-scale employment
opportunities, promote
skill development, tech-
nical training, entrepre-
neurship and encourage
the growth of ancillary
industries. Collector
Kundan Kumar congratu-
lated the people of Mun-
geli on the achievement,
stating that the project

would become the cor-
nerstone of the district’s
industrial growth.

He said the Cabinet’s
approval represents a
historic step towards
strengthening the man-
ufacturing sector and
creating new opportu-
nities for local youth,
entrepreneurs and busi-
nesses. Pathariya SDM
Rekha Chandra said the
search for land for the
BEML project was initially
focused on Raigarh and

Janjgir-Champa districts.

However, after BEML
expressed interest in
Mungeli, the district
administration, under

FASTFACTS

® This will be the
state’s first industry
of its kind.

the Collector’s guidance,
identified suitable govern-
ment land through a joint
survey conducted by the
Revenue Department and
the District Trade and
Industries Centre. Fol-
lowing the survey, more
than 79 acres of suitable
land were identified,
transferred to the Indus-
tries Department and
proposed for allocation to
BEML after completing all

required formalities.

Govt clears pending
MNREGA wage payments

Central Chronicle News

MCB: There is relief
for workers under
the Mahatma Gandhi

National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGA), as the Gov-
ernment of India has
released all pending
wage funds to the state
government. The pro-
cess of transferring the
amount to workers’ bank
accounts has started, and
wages are expected to be
deposited within the next
one to two weeks after
completion of necessary
formalities.

MGNREGA  provides
employment opportuni-
ties in rural areas through
construction and public
welfare projects while
supporting rural infra-
structure development.
Ensuring timely wage pay-

FASTFACTS

© Workers employed
under MGNREGA will
soon have smiles on
their faces.

® The Central
Government has
released all the
pending payments of
the workers employed
under this scheme.

ments remains a key pri-
ority of the government.
Officials said adequate
funds have also been pro-
vided in advance under
the VBJI Ramji Yojana,
enabling timely wage pay-
ments after preparation
of Fund Transfer Orders
(FTOs). They clarified
that there is currently
no shortage of funds for
wage payments or other
scheme-related activities.

NEWSLINE

MEETING

Zila Panchayat
MCB meeting
on Aug 10

MCB: The General Body
meeting of the Manen-
dragarh-Chirmiri-Bharat-
pur (MCB) Zila Panchayat
will be held on August 10,
2026, at 12 noon in the con-
ference hall of the Zila Pan-
chayat Resource Centre
(DPRC), Amritdhara, Lai
under Janpad Panchayat
Manendragarh. The meet-
ing will be chaired by Zila
Panchayat President Yash-
vanti Singh. The meeting
will be attended by elected
Zila Panchayat members,
Janpad Panchayat presi-
dents and officials from
various departments.
Key issues related to dis-
trict development, rural
infrastructure and imple-
mentation of government
schemes will be discussed.

Central Chronicle News

KORBA: During the mon-
soon season, bridges and
culverts become essential
lifelines for rural commu-
nities, ensuring access to
schools, hospitals, markets
and other services. Recog-
nising this, Koriya district
Collector Kunal Dudawat
inspected damaged bridges
and culverts in remote vil-
lages of Podi Uprora develop-
ment block, including Pan-
ganwa, Sukhrital, Hardeva
and Sarma. Despite heavy
rain, muddy roads and dif-
ficult terrain, the Collector
reached the affected sites

S

|INSPECTION OF BRIDGES |

Construct durahle brldgeS° Collector

on foot to assess the situa-
tion. He directed officials
and engineers to construct
durable bridges and culverts
based on scientific designs
with proper drainage sys-
tems to withstand future
floods. After inspecting dam-
age caused by overflowing

streams and the Bakai River,
he instructed departments to
prepare proposals for recon-
struction using flood relief

funds. Immediate repairs
were ordered to restore con-
nectivity, while new, stron-
ger structures were planned
after the monsoon.

NHM recruitment
witnesses high
applicant turnout

KOREA: The list of eli-
gible and ineligible
candidates for recruit-
ment to vacant contrac-
tual posts under the
National Health Mission
(NHM) in Korea and
MCB districts has been
released. The recruit-
ment notification was
issued by the Chief Med-
ical and Health Officer
(CMHO), Korea district,
on June 12, 2026, for a
total of 140 contractual
posts. Out of these, 27
posts were available in
Korea district and 113

posts in MCB district.

| DAIRY FARMS INSPECTED |

Mungeli cracks down
on dairy violations

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Following a
notification issued by
the Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment, the manufac-
ture, processing, storage,
transportation, distribu-
tion and sale of ‘analog
cheese’ has been banned
across the district with
immediate effect. Acting
on the instructions of Col-
lector Kundan Kumar, the
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration team has started
inspections of  dairy

o

units, hotels, restaurants
and food shops to ensure

compliance.

Officials said all non-
standardised dairy ana-
log products that imi-
tate genuine milk-based
products are prohibited
under the directive.
Strict action will be taken
against violators as per
rules. Analog cheese is an
imitation product made
using ingredients such
as vegetable oil, starch,
skimmed milk powder
and chemicals instead of
pure milk, and may pose
health risks.

| VISIT TO KISAN CHAUPAL |

Collector inspects Klsan Chaupal

Central Chronicle News

KORBA: During an inspec-
tion tour of Podi-Uprora
development block, Col-
lector Kunal Dudawat
visited a ‘Kisan Chau-
pal’ organised by the
Agriculture Department
at Manjhipara village
under Tanakhar Gram
Panchayat. He reviewed
farmer registration,
implementation of depart-
mental schemes and the
overall functioning of the

farmers’ gathermg

The Collector directed
officials to ensure 100
per cent registration of
farmers on the AgriStack
portal. He instructed

that unregistered eligi-
ble farmers should be
identified through door-
to-door campaigns and
their registration com-
pleted promptly so that
no farmer is deprived of
government benefits.

He also asked officials
to spread awareness about
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana, including its
benefits, eligibility criteria
and application process,
and encourage maximum
farmer participation.

Central Chronicle News

KOREA: Chhattisgarh
Backward Classes Com-
mission Chairman Nehru
Ram Nishad stressed
that government depart-
ments must ensure that
public welfare schemes
reach the most marginal-
ized sections of society.
Addressing a departmen-
tal review meeting at the
Zila Panchayat’s Manthan
Kaksh, he directed offi-
cials to improve imple-

| DREAM OF DEVELOPED INDIA |

mentatlon of schemes and
increase the number of
OBC beneficiaries receiv-
ing benefits. During the
meeting, Nishad reviewed
schemes related to hous-
ing, MGNREGA, fisheries,
industries, agriculture,
health, food, social welfare
and other departments.

He instructed officials to
ensure maximum par-
ticipation of OBC bene-
ficiaries in schemes like
Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana and pro-
mote self-employment
opportunities among OBC
youth. He also directed
timely  resolution  of

Nishad stresses grassroots reach for Viksit Bharat

caste and domicile cer-
tificate  issues, proper
maintenance of records
and regular monitoring
of schemes. Vice-Chair-
person Chandrakanti
Verma highlighted the role
of departmental schemes
in empowering OBC com-
munities, while Zila Pan-
chayat Vice-President Van-
dana Rajwade suggested
wider dissemination of
scheme-related informa-
tion among public repre-
sentatives and citizens.

Ensure pmper &)aste segregatwn Panda

Central Chronicle News

MCB: Under the
Swachh Bharat Mission
(Grameen), State Con-
sultant Purushottam
Panda inspected sani-
tation activities in Pau-
didih, Khadgawan and
Lalpur Gram Panchayats
of Khadgawan block. He
reviewed solid and liquid
waste management prac-
tices, including door-to-

| SANITATION ASSESSED BY OFFICIALS |

door garbage collection,

waste segregation, plas-
tic waste management
and public awareness
initiatives. During his
interaction with villagers
in Paudidih, Panda high-
lighted the importance

of separatmg wet,

dry

and hazardous waste at
the source. He encour-
aged people to follow the
Reduce, Reuse and Recy-
cle (3R) approach and
explained how scientific
plastic waste manage-

ment can create income
opportunities.

He directed officials to
operationalise the plas-
tic management unit in
Paudidih for proper dis-
posal and recycling of
waste. He also appreci-
ated the district’s “JOSH
- Journey of Sanitation
and Hygiene” campaign
for promoting sanitation
awareness and self-em-
ployment opportunities.

MCB creates history with AIDS control milestone

Central Chronicle News

MCB: Manendragar-
h-Chirmiri-Bharatpur
(MCB) district has achieved
a historic milestone by
becoming the first district
in Chhattisgarh to accom-
plish the ‘95-95-95’ targets
under the National AIDS
Control Program. Under
the leadership of Chief
Medical and Health Officer
Dr. Avinash Khare, the dis-
trict demonstrated excep-

tional performance in HIV

prevention, testing and
treatment services. The
achievement was made
possible through effective
planning, timely diagno-

sis, quality healthcare and
the dedicated efforts of
the Health Department
team led by District Nodal
Officer Dr. Md. Waseeq
Asdak and District Pro-
gram Manager Shishir
Jaiswal. The district suc-
cessfully achieved the first
two 95% targets related
to HIV identification
and ART treatment link-
age, while recording 98%
viral load suppression
among patients.

|SMART METERS BECOME TRUSTY COMPANIONS |

Smart meler becomes trusted digital electricily companion

Central Chronicle News

MCB: Smart meters are
transforming  electricity
services by making them
more transparent, reliable
and consumer-friendly
through advanced tech-
nology. These modern
devices enable consumers
to access accurate informa-
tion about their electric-
ity consumption and help
them manage energy usage
according to their require-

ments. The experience of
Manendragarh resident
Ankur Jain reflects how
smart meters are bringing
positive changes to con-
sumers’ daily lives. Sharing
his experience, Ankur Jain
said that the installation of
a smart meter has changed
the way he monitors and
uses electricity.  Earlier,
consumers could under-
stand their consumption
pattern only after receiving
monthly bills or through

_ il
periodic meter readings.
With smart meters, con-
sumption details are now
available digitally at regular
intervals, making it easier to
identify which appliances

are responsible for higher
electricity usage and when
consumption  increases.
According to Jain, the most
important advantage of
smart meters is the trans-
parency they bring to the
billing system. Electricity
bills now accurately reflect
actual consumption, reduc-
ing confusion and increas-
ing consumer confidence.
Access to precise data also
helps households plan their
electricity usage more effec-

tively. He added that the
digital services provided by
Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company
Limited (CSPDCL) allow
consumers to easily access
information related to elec-
tricity bills, consumption
patterns and other essential
services. Consumers no lon-
ger need to depend only on
physical bills; they can mon-
itor their usage regularly
and take corrective mea-
sures whenever required.

Pending MGNREGA
wages cleared

MCB: There is relief
for workers under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Scheme (MGNREGA),
as the Government of India
has released all pending
wage funds to the State
Government. The process
of transferring these funds
to workers’ bank accounts
has begun, and payments
are expected to be com-
pleted within the next one
to two weeks after neces-

sary formalities.
MGNREGA provides
employment  opportuni-

ties in rural areas through
construction and public
welfare works while sup-
porting rural infrastruc-
ture development. Officials
stated that adequate funds
have also been provided
in advance under the VB
G Ram Ji scheme, enabling
timely wage payments after
the generation of Fund
Transfer Orders (FTOs).

BEST WISHES GIVEN

Gyvaneshwari’s
CWG silver
earns Sahu’s
praise

MUNGELI: Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha District Pres-
ident Rakesh Sahu con-
gratulated Rajnandgaon’s
Gyaneshwari Yadav for win-
ning the silver medal in the
women’s 53 kg weightlift-
ing event at the Common-
wealth Games 2026 held
in Glasgow. He said that
Gyaneshwari has brought
pride to the nation and
Chhattisgarh by lifting a
total weight of 199 kg, cre-
ating a memorable moment
in the state’s sports history.
Sahu stated that determi-
nation, hard work and dis-
cipline are the key factors
behind achieving success.

REVIVAL

Water revival
initiative
lransforms
Pauni village

MUNGELI: A successful
water conservation initiative
in Gram Panchayat Pauni of
Mungeli Janpad Panchayat
has brought relief to villag-
ers after dried-up borewells
and hand pumps started
functioning again. Due to a
decline in the groundwater
table, villagers were fac-
ing difficulties in accessing
drinking water and meeting
agricultural needs. Follow-
ing the efforts of Sarpanch
Bharat Ratna Mandela, the
Water Resources Depart-
ment diverted water from
the Dullipar Haaf Diversion
Manpur Branch Canal into
abandoned dry quarries,
ponds and reservoirs.

OPPORTUNITY
Skill training
registration
begins

KORIYA: The District Project
Livelihood College, Koriya
(Baikunthpur), through the
District Skill Development
Authority, will provide free
employment-oriented and
self-employment-focused
skill training to youth during
the financial year 2026-27.
The training will be con-
ducted under the Chief Min-
ister’s Skill Development
Scheme  (Mukhyamantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana) and
the Recognition of Prior
Learning programme. The
initiative aims to equip
young people with modern
technical and vocational
skills, improve their employ-
ment opportunities and pro-
mote selfreliance.
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Fun&locus

Recognizing its historic | e "q F
contribution to India’s freedom ( o=

movement, who declared on ?Lﬁ Iﬁ:?}:;,u{\‘“- F

24 January 1950 that Vande
Mataram would be honoured as

the National Song and accorded [
equal respect with the National
Anthem, Jana Gana Mana? I

Which Indian economist
played a key role in shaping
India’s landmark economic
reforms of 1991 and also had
served as the Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India?

Which popular Gujarati snack

is prepared from a fermented
gram flour batter, steamed

until soft and spongy, and then
tempered with mustard seeds,
curry leaves, and green chillies?

The International Seabed Authority
(ISA) recently granted India
exploration rights in the Central
Indian Ocean Basin to explore and
eventually mine which resource,
often called the “battery metals of
the deep sea” because of its rich
deposits of nickel, cobalt, copper,
and manganese?

In India’s space programme, the
‘Gaganyaan’ mission aims to
achieve which major milestone?

Which well-known locality in Delhi
derives its name from a Mughal-
era sarai (caravanserai) that once

the historic Grand Trunk Road?

Which actress won the National
Film Award for Best Actress for
her powerful performance in
the 1982 film Arth, directed by
Mahesh Bhatt?
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Science behind
animal migration
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Animal migration is nature
and science driven, as per
weather, resource availabil-

Tanzani:

and biological clocks.
Driven by genetics and envi-
ronmental cues animals syn-
chronize their epic journeys
to survive.

SCIENCE WATCH

It’s spectacular,
when its time!

Circannual rhythms alert
animals when it is time to
depart and celestial and mag-
netic cues help them. Sen-
sory trails are very crucial in
migration especially in land
animals, because they rely on
auditory communication.

‘The animals
that migrate

Famous examples include
Wildebeests in Africa, Arctic
Terns, Monarch Butterflies
Humpback Whales and Rein-
deer. The most interesting is
of the Reindeer, which walks
up to 3,000 miles across
the tundra for safe calving
grounds.

>TELL ME WHY?
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Why is compacted soil bad
for growing plants?

It is important for soil to be loose and

7 Ways to Stop Making | Excuses

' step toward change.

Replace “l Can't” With “l Won't"

9 m This small shift forces responsibility. “I can't wake up early” becomes

“I won't wake up early.” It may feel uncomfortable, but it puts your
choices back in your hands and that’s where discipline beglns

Break Goals Into Manageable Pieces
People make excuses when tasks feel too big. Divide your goal
into smaller actions you can complete today. Progress becomes
possible, and excuses lose ground.

Take Action Before You Feel Ready

Waiting for perfect conditions is procrastination disguised as
planning. Start now, even clumsily. Action Kills excuses faster
than motivation ever will.

Expect Discomfort and Push Through It

Excuses appear the moment things feel
discomfort as part of growth. When you stop trying to avoid it,
you become unstoppable.

Limit Choices to Reduce Hesitation

Too many options create excuse-making. Simplify decisions
choose one time, one plan, one direction. Clarity removes

0%

0F

room for delay.

Be Honest About Your Patterns

Excuses often hide the real issue fear, overwhelm, or lack of
clarity) Naming t he pattern strips it of power. Honesty is the first

Hold Yourself Accountable With Daily Reflection

Ask each night: “Did I act or did | excuse?” Awareness builds
discipline, and disciplined people outgrow excuses.

— —c-—‘d-—o

hard. Accept

August 08- THE DAY IN HISTORY

not packed down. If the soil in the
field is packed down or compacted,
farmers need to plough it before they
can plant their seeds. Compacted soil
prevents the roots of the plants from
spreading comfortably. This further
limits their access to soil nutrients
and also weakens the plant. It
weakens the hold of the plant in the
ground. The more there is place for
the roots to spread out and tighten
their grip in the soil,

the lesser

the chances are of the plant
getting washed away during a
rainstorm.

m August 8 in Indian history is most famous for the launch of the Quit India
Movement in 1942 and the 1966 endorsement of the Partial Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty.

m On August eight, 1946 India agreed to grant 32 miles of territory/rights
related to Bhutan and this day in 1984, athlete P.T. Usha set an Asian record
for the 400-meter hurdles at the Los Angeles Olympics with a time of 55.42
seconds.

1 Also on this day, in 1990, protests erupted following the implementation
of the Mandal Commission report.

m On this very day in 1908, the Wright brothers publicly demonstrate their
flying machine for the first time in Le Mans, France.

Daily Horoscope
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ARIES

Friends will introduce you to
somebody special who would
have a remarkable influence
on your thoughts. Today, you
need to stay away from such
friends who ask you to loan
money and then do not return
it. Motivate your child to live
up to your expectations. But
do not expect miracles as
they try.

COSMIC TIP: You are blessed
and protected, so why worry?

Gemini

Go out for a long walk for
the sake of your good health.
You will like to overspend
on others. Time to lend a
helping hand to children

to complete their home
assignment. Handle things
properly as mood of your
spouse does not sound very
good. A day when events
will be good.

CosmMmic TiP: Nurture your
perspectives as well.

Leo

You will be happy as
people around you extend
support. Be careful

not to get roped into
dubious financial deals.

If communications and
discussions don’t go well-
you could lose your cool
and say things- which you
would regret later-Think
before you speak.

COSMIC TIP: You are the
ocean and the waves.

Libra

Chances of your recovering from
physical illness are high which
will enable you to participate
in sports competition. Do not
make rash decisions- especially
when negotiating major
financial deals. Your interesting
attitude would brighten up the
atmosphere at home and fill it
up with good vibes.

Cosmic TIP: No matter where
you are, you can always be
home.

Sagittarius

Be an optimistic and look

at the brighter side. Your
confident expectations open
the door for realization of
your hopes and desires. Today
will prove to be economically
better than the rest of the
days and you will earn
enough money. Your ability
to impress others will bring
rewards.

CosMic TIP: Accept yourself as
you are.

Aquarius )

You are likely to spend your
time in sports to maintain
your physical stamina. Your
unrealistic planning will lead
to paucity of funds. Family
problem should be given top
priority. You need to discuss
it without delay because once
this is sorted out-the life at
home will be much easier to
cope.

CosMiIc TIP: Be kind, be gentle
but also be strong.

Taurus

Let your unpredictable

nature not mar your marital
relationship. Make sure to
avoid this otherwise you

may regret later on. All
commitments and financial
transactions need to be
handled carefully. Unexpected
good news will lift your spirits.
You can spend time with an
elder of the family.

COSMIC TIP: Express your
emotions without reactions.

Cancer

Go out for a long walk for

the sake of your good health.
You will like to overspend on
others. Time to lend a helping
hand to children to complete
their home assignment. Handle
things properly as mood of
your spouse does not sound
very good. A day when events
will be good and disturbing-
leaving you confused and tired.
CosMiIcC TIP: Buckle up. Drive
good in life.

Virgo )

Health remains perfect. You
could find yourself in an
exciting new situation-which
will also bring you financial
gains. You will find friends
supportive-but be careful of
what you say. After completing
household chores, housewives
of this zodiac sign can watch a
movie on TV or get engaged in
their mobile phones.

CosMiIC TIP: Embrace positively
and goodness.

Scorpio )

Tooth ache or stomach upset
may create some problems for
you. Take a physician’s advice
to get relief immediately.
Today, you can take some
important decisions to
strengthen your business,

for which someone close

to you can help financially.
Relatives/friends drop by for
a wonderful evening.

€CosmMic TIP: Don't ignore what
you know in your gut.

Capricorn )

You are likely to enjoy some
sporting activity which will
maintain your physical fitness.
You are most likely to attain
financial profits today at night
because as any money lent
before will come back instantly.
Today work will be stressful
and tiring- but the company of
friends will keep you in a happy
and relaxed mood.

CosMIc TIP: Be yourself, no
matter what.

Pisces )

Involve yourself in some
donation and charity work
for mental peace. Although
no one prefers to lend or
give away their money

to anyone, but you'll feel
relieved by lending your
money to a person in need.
Keep yourself engaged in
household activities.
CosMIC TIP: Be the lotus
that blooms no matter
what.

Sarawak Chamber is the larg-
est known cave chamber in
the world by area and the sec-
ond-largest by volume after the
Miao Room in China. It is in Gua
Nasib Bagus (Good Luck Cave),
located in Gunung Mulu National
Park in the Malaysian state of
Sarawak on the island of Borneo.
The Sarawak Chamber in Malay-
sia is 2,300 feet (701 meters)
980 feet (299 meters)
wide, and more than 230 feet (70
meters) high.

FACT OF THE DAY

O“W-—H

The first person to serve as both
acting President and President of
India was V.V. Giri.

Ram Nath Kovind was the
governor of Gujarat before
becoming the President of India.

till date is Giani Zail Singh.

Dr Sarvepalli Radhkrishnan
was the longest serving
President of India.

Pratibha Patil and Pranab
Mukherjee are the only two
surviving former presidents.

H The only Sikh President of India
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Wisteria belongs to the most-loved flowers in
Japan. They are called fuji in Japanese, like Mt.
Fuji, but unlike the mountain, the flower is
pronounced by stressing the second syllable
(and is written with a different character).

One of the best plac; to view wisteria
flowers is the Ashikaga Flower Park Ashikaga
City, Tochigi Prefecture. Ashikaga Flower Park
features lots of blue, white and pink wisteria,
as well as yellow laburnum (kingusari) which
look like yellow colored wisteria.

One large wisteria tree is*100 years old and its
branches are supported to create a huge umbrella
of blue wisteria flowers. There is also a long tunnel
of white wisteria flowers, while a tunnel of yellow
kingusari needs a few more years to become an
actual tunnel. Yae-fuji, a variety with more than the
usual number of petals, can also be viewed.

Across

1. Doesn't play fair (6)

4. Sagacity (6)

8. Spiny yellow-flowered
shrub (5)

9. Come down (7)

Spoo

@ Meaning- Sinister or ghostly

0 Example-

My sister’s ability to read my
mind seems spooky at times!

@ S}'HOI’IYITIS' Creepy, Eerie, Scary, Ghostly,

Uncanny and Weird.

0 Antonyms-

Normal, Natural, Ordinary,
Familiar and Routine.

10. Deer horns (7)

11. Pastimes (5)

12. Finished (9)

17.1re (5)

19. Three score and ten (7)
21. Discoloured (7)

22. Discolour (5)

23, Nonsensical (6)

24, Fraudulent scheme (6)

g
3

CROSSWORD -202

SUDOKU- 202

Down
1. French brandy (6)

2. Haphazard (7)

3. Subject, topic (5)

5. Visible (2,5)

6. Sleeper’s vision (5)

7. Fashionable (6)

9. Revealed (9)

13, Sailor (7)

14, Scandinavian country (7)
15. Sickness (6)

16. Young swan (6)

18. Common herbage (5)
20. View (5)
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DAILY WORD SEARCH

Shale
Diamond
Gypsum
Spinel
Flint
Mica
Talc
Gabbro
Opal

Topaz
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Business

India must build export-
oriented medical devices
industry.

Manoj Joshi

Secretary, Department of
Pharmaceuticals

Natzonal Handloom Day celebmtzons

\ational
(dloom Day

The Union M|n|ster of Textlles G|r|raj Slngh Ilghtlng the Iamp at the 12th National Handloom Day celebrations held at Rashtrapati Bhavan
Cultural Centre, in New Delhi on August 07.

India avoided fuel shortages
despite Hormuz disruption: Puri

Puri says India strengthened energy security through diversified imports, higher domestic
production, refining capacity and alternative fuels despite Hormuz disruptions.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India suc-
cessfully shielded con-
sumers from supply
disruptions triggered by
the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz earlier this
year through diversified
sourcing, expanded refin-
ing capacity and higher
domestic production, Oil
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said on Friday, while
outlining the govern-
ment’s broader strategy
to strengthen the coun-
try’s energy security.
Addressing an industry

event organised by the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), Puri said
India had moved beyond
viewing energy security
solely through the lens
of access to hydrocar-
bons, citing diversified
imports, strategic part-
nerships, infrastructure
expansion and alterna-
tive fuels as key pillars of
its approach.

“Today, I think we are
in the happy situation of
being able to say that, as
far as India is concerned,
we have moved on from
that,” he said. He said

60

eIndia maintained
uninterrupted fuel
supplies through
diversified sourcing
and domestic
production.

India maintained unin-
terrupted fuel supplies
despite disruptions to
shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz, a key
global energy transit
route. The Iran war dis-

rupted energy supplies
through the strait. Pre-
war, India imported as
much as half its crude oil
from countries using the
strait as a transit. Also,
90 per cent of cooking
gas LPG and 60 per cent
of gas imports passed
through the strait. These
supplies were disrupted,
but India diversified its
sources to prevent any
dryout anywhere in the
country. “I can say with
a degree of confidence,
not one station went
dry, not one,” Puri said,
referring to the country’s

network of more than
1,07,000 fuel retail out-
lets. According to Puri,
India expanded its crude
supply sources from 27
to 41 countries, increased
its fuel retail network
from about 52,000 out-
lets in 2014 to around
1,07,000 currently, and
broadened city gas dis-
tribution coverage from
55 geographical areas to
309. The minister said
domestic LPG production
was increased to offset
lower imports from Gulf
suppliers affected by the
disruption.

India not in favour
of separate BRICS
currency: Goyal

Press Trust Of India

BRICS group com-
prises 11 major emerg-
ing markets.

NEW DELHI: India is not
in favour of a BRICS cur-
rency and does not sup-
port the introduction of
any such scheme, Com-
merce and Industry Min-
ister Piyush Goyal said on
Friday. BRICS group com-
prises 11 major emerging
markets and developing
countries of the world -
Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethi-
opia, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, and United
Arab Emirates (UAE). It
serves as a platform for
consultation and cooper-
ation on contemporary
issues having global as well
as regional significance,
and issues of global polit-
ical and economic gov-
ernance. “Bharat BRICS
currency ke paksh mein
nahin hai. Hum samarthan
nai dete ki aisi koi BRICS
currency jaisi nai yojna
lai jaye. Bharat ka uske
upar virodh hai (India is
not in favour of a BRICS

currency. We do not sup-
port the introduction of
any such BRICS currency
scheme; India opposes
it),” he told reporters after
conclusion of the two-day
meeting of BRICS trade
and industry ministers in
Jaipur. These remarks are
important as in 2024, US
President Donald Trump
warned BRICS coun-
tries against any move to
replace the US dollar.
Over the past few years a
few of its member coun-
tries, in particular Russia
and China, are seeking an
alternative to the US dol-
lar or create own BRICS
currency. Goyal also
said that the ministers
discussed ways to pro-
mote balanced trade and
investments among mem-
ber countries.

| Q1 RESULTS |

SBI QI profit rises 14% to
Rs 24.113 c¢r on core income

Press Trust Of India

SBI reports strong
June quarter profit
growth on Friday.

MUMBAI: State Bank of
India on Friday reported
a 13.73 per cent increase
in its June quarter con-
solidated net profit at
Rs 24,113 crore as core
income improved and
provisions declined.

On a standalone basis,
the bank’s net profit
grew 10.23 per cent on-
year to Rs 21,121.22 crore
as against Rs 19,160.44
crore in April-June 2025,
as per an exchange filing.
The bank’s core net inter-
est income rose nearly
15 per cent to Rs 46,992
crore on the back of a
18.63 per cent increase
in gross advances, while
the domestic net interest
margin contracted to 3
per cent. The bank, how-
ever, was able to expand
on the NIM when com-
pared on-quarter, with
the number widening by
0.07 per cent. Its non-in-
terest income dropped
9 per cent at Rs 15,293
crore, largely because

of a 70 per cent drop in
the forex or derivatives
income.

Its deposit growth
came at 9.73 per cent
and the share of the low-
cost current and saving
advances declined by
0.12 per cent on-year to
39.36 per cent. Speak-
ing to reporters, Chair-
man C S Setty said the
bank is targeting a credit
growth of 14-15 per cent
in FY27, and added that
a deposit growth of 10-11
per cent should be able
to fund it. The bank
has mobilised USD 6
billion under the FCN-
R(B) window since the
beginning of the scheme
and should be able to
take the number to up
to USD 10 billion by the
time the special window
closes in September,
Setty said. The fresh
slippages came at Rs
7,046 crore, which was
lower than the Rs 7,945
crore in the year-ago
period, but much higher
than the Rs 5,521 crore
in the March quarter.
Gross non-performing
assets ratio improved to
1.47 per cent as on June

hairman

HIGHLIGHT

® Better core income
and lower provisions
boosted quarterly
earnings.

30, from 1.49 per cent
on March 31 this year
and 1.83 per cent in the
year-ago period.

Advances remain-
ing unpaid for between
31-89 days but not NPA
increased to Rs 4,174
crore at the end of June
from Rs 3,350 crore in
March this year. Its pro-
visions for non-perform-
ing assets reduced to Rs
3,359 crore in June quar-
ter from Rs 4,934 crore in
the year-ago period, but
were higher than Rs 3,140
crore in the quarter-ago
period.

BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?
Stock markets decline dragged by
banks, elevated crude oil prices

STOCK MARKETS
ELEVATED CRUDE OIL PRICES

24,570.65
¥ 65.35

78,499.17
W 455.59
10.58%)
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MUMBAI: Market benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty ended lower on Fri-
day after two days of gains, dragged
down by bank, financial stocks, and
crude oil prices trading above USD
80 per barrel mark. The 30-share BSE
Sensex dropped 455.59 points, or 0.58
per cent, to settle at 78,499.17. During
the day, it tanked 577.69 points, or 0.73
per cent, to 78,377.07. The 50-share
NSE Nifty dipped 65.35 points, or 0.27
per cent, to end at 24,570.65. Intra-
day, it declined 113.25 points, or 0.45
per cent, to 24,522.75. From the Sen-
sex pack, Bajaj Finance tanked 5.90
per cent and Bajaj Finserv was down
4.18 per cent. ICICI Bank, Trent, Axis
Bank, and Asian Paints were also
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among the laggards. Tata Consultancy
Services, Mahindra & Mahindra, State
Bank of India, and Tech Mahindra
were among the winners. “Finan-
cial stocks bore the brunt of the sell-
ing after the Reserve Bank of India
released a draft framework proposing
tighter norms for certain revolving
credit products offered by non-bank
financial companies (NBFCs). Bajaj
Finance plunged 5.9 per cent, while
Bajaj Finserv and other lending stocks
also came under pressure as inves-
tors assessed the potential impact on
future loan growth, product flexibility,
and profitability,” Ponmudi R, CEO of
Enrich Money, an online trading and
wealth tech firm, said.

FLAT NOTE

Rupee settles on flat
note, up 2 paise at
95.20 against dollar

MUMBAI: The rupee settled on a flat
note on Friday, higher by just 2 paise at
95.22 (provisional) against the US dol-
lar, on heightened risk aversion due
to fragile negotiations between Iran
and Oman over the Strait of Hormuz.
Forex traders said risk aversion in
global markets due to uncertainty on
the deal between Iran and Oman and
an overnight jump in crude oil prices
weighed on investor sentiments.

At the interbank foreign exchange,
the rupee opened at 95.27 against the
greenback and traded in a range of
95.19-95.28 during the session. It even-
tually settled at 95.20 (provisional),
higher by 2 paise from its previous
close. On Thursday, the rupee depre-
ciated 14 paise to close at 95.22 against
the US dollar. “We expect the rupee
to trade with a slight negative bias on
uncertainty over the deal between
Iran and Oman over the Strait
of Hormuz.

BULLION MARKET

Gold rises for fourth
day to Rs 1.54 lakh/10g;
silver remains flat

NEW DELHI:Gold H W W
prices rose by Rs :

200 to Rs 1.54 4=
lakh per 10 grams
in the national s
capital on Friday,
tracking a sharp rally in overseas markets
as a weaker US dollar and softer crude oil
prices lifted bullion demand. Rising for
the fourth consecutive session, the yellow
metal of 99.9 per cent purity increased
by Rs 200 to Rs 1,54,000 per 10 grams
(inclusive of all taxes) from Thursday’s
closing level of Rs 1,53,800 per 10 grams,
according to local traders. However, sil-
ver remained unchanged at Rs 2,34,800
per kilogram (inclusive of all taxes) after
witnessing a sharp rise in the previous
session, according to local traders. Gold
extended its gains for the fourth consec-
utive session, with the precious metal
heading for its strongest weekly perfor-
mance since January, said Gaurav Garg,
Head of Research, Lemonn Markets Desk.

THALI PRICE HIKE

Higher Onion, LPG and Chicken prices
make thalis costlier in July

00: Mumbai: The cost of a home-
cooked vegetarian thali increased 4
per cent year-on-year in July, while a
non-vegetarian thali became costlier
by 9 per cent due to higher prices
of onion, vegetable oil and cooking
gas, as well as a sharp rise in chicken
rates, according to a report released
on Friday.

The average cost of a vegetarian
thali rose as onion prices climbed
20 per cent from a year earlier,
while vegetable oil and LPG cylinder
prices increased 11 per cent and 10
per cent, respectively. In the case of
a non-vegetarian thali, a 14 per cent
increase in rates of broiler chicken
over and above the onion and
cooking gas rates led to the steeper
increase, Crisil Intelligence said
in the report, adding that broiler
accounts for nearly half of the cost
of a non-veg meal. According to the
report, onion prices remained ele-
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vated due to the arrival of higher-
priced stored rabi stocks. Supplies
were further tightened after unsea-
sonal rainfall and hailstorms in
Maharashtra during March and April
damaged the late-season crop and
stored inventories. Vegetable oil
and LPG prices increased amid sup-
ply disruptions and elevated energy
prices linked to the ongoing West
Asia conflict, it said. The increase in
thali costs was partially offset by a
decline in potato and tomato prices,
which fell 12 per cent and 2 per cent,
respectively, from a year ago.

| LUXURY FLAGSHIP |

Range Rover SV Ultra unveiled as luxury flagship

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Range Rover
introduces Range Rover
SV Ultra, the pinnacle of
Range Rover luxury and
distinction.  Combining
elevated finishes with
world-first audio technol-
ogy, SV Ultra is the most
luxurious and technolog-
ically advanced Range

GURU GHASIDAS VISHWAVIDYALAY

(A Central University) KONI, BILASPURAas 009 (C.G.) INDIA
M.Tech. (Master of Technology) Admission for Academic Session 2026-27
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Rover ever created. The
array of immersive audio
technologies in Range
Rover SV Ultra now
includes  revolutionary
SV Electrostatic Sound,
which turns the cabin

into a concert hall, along-
side Body and Soul Seats
(BASS) and Sensory Hap-
tic Floor.SV Electrostatic
Sound is the world’s first
application of electro-
static audio technology
in a vehicle. The Elec-
trostatic Sound system
features 21 lightweight
thin-film transducers to
create a personal audito-

rium for each seat. The
21 electrostatic panels
are integrated within
redesigned winged head-
rests, seatbacks and exist-
ing speaker locations
- including those in the
headlining - delivering a
consistent flow of audio, a
seamless frequency range
and coherent, unco-
loured clarity of sound.

Ref. No. 673/Admission/Academic/26 Bilaspur, Date- 07.08.2026

Applications are invited for admission to M. Tech. programmes for both GATE qualified and Non-GATE candidates in (i) Computer Science &
Engineering, (ii) Information Technology, (iii) Structural Engineering, (iv) Electronics & Communication Engineering, (v) CAD CAM & Robotics, (vi)
Chemical Engineering, (vii) Mechanical engineering, (viii) Water Resources & Environmental Engineering, (ix) Geotechnical Engineering (x) Energy
and Environmental Engineering.

Eligible candidates can apply for admission to M. Tech programme as per details given on university website www.ggu.ac.in. The filled in
application form along with the receipt of online payment (link https://ggu.ac.infonlinepayment/), towards the application fee (Rs. 1000/-for
Gen/EWS/OBC Category, Rs. 700/- for SC/ST/PWD category applicants) is to be submitted online on https://sset-ggu-admission.vercel.app/imtech
with the form available on the University website, (as mentioned in General Instructions) on or before August, 21st, 2026 (for both GATE and
Non-GATE Category).

For more details and updates candidates should visit the university website https:/lggu.ac.in/.

Registrar, GGV
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According to the procedure, the minister who has listed
business has to come to the House.

Press Trust Of India

The minister clari-
fied that there is no
question of a special
session while Par-
liament is already in
session.

NEW DELHI: Amid a
demand from the Con-
gress and other parties
that Home Minister Amit
Shah should answer ques-
tions on the recent police
action on protesting stu-
dents here, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
on Friday asserted in the
Lok Sabha that the oppo-
sition cannot dictate which
minister will come to the
House and respond.

As the House proceed-
ings were disrupted again,
Rijiju also said that Shah
comes to Parliament every
day and stays till late night.
Shah is a man whose name
sends shivers down the
spine of extremists and
terrorists, he said amid
thumping of desks by
members of the treasury
benches.

“The day discussion
begins here (in Lok Sabha)
and when Amit Shah
responds, you (opposi-
tion) won’t be able to hear
(digest),” Rijiju told the pro-
testing members.

According to the proce-
dure, the minister who has
listed business has to come
to the House. “You cannot
dictate which minister will

~
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Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju speaks in the Rajya
Sabha during the Monsoon session of Parliament, in New Delhi, Friday.

come to the House and
who will respond. That is
decided by the government
and the Chair,” the parlia-
mentary affairs minister
said.

Speaking to reporters
in the Parliament House
complex, Rijiju said Parlia-
ment continues to function
despite repeated disrup-
tions by the opposition.

“We have transacted
business and passed the
MSME Bill in the Lok
Sabha. Business is continu-
ing. Discussions have been
fewer because the Con-
gress and opposition par-
ties disrupted proceedings
by raising slogans.

“But business has been
transacted and all NDA
members in the Rajya
Sabha participated in the

FASTFACTS

® He said the
government has several
important bills lined

up, including legislation
relating to tribunals and
mines and minerals.

debate and presented their
views. There should be no
confusion that the House
has not functioned,” he
said. Rijiju added that the
House has functioned and
bills have been passed.
Only the discussions have
been fewer because of
the disruptions,” he told
reporters.

The minister clarified
that there is no question
of a special session while
Parliament is already in

session.

“There is no proposal
for a special session. The
Monsoon session is cur-
rently underway. How can
we talk about a special
session while the current
session is still in progress?”
he said.

Rejecting the opposi-
tion’s claims over Shah’s
non-participation in Par-
liament, Rijiju said Shah
remains in the Parliament
complex from morning till
late at night and accused
the opposition of indulg-
ing in “drama” over the
issue.

“The home minister
remains in Parliament
from morning till late at
night. There should not be
any drama over this. I have
said this in the House as
well,” he said.

The minister asserted
that under the principle
of collective responsibility,
it is for the government
to decide which minis-
ter replies to a particular
debate. The parliamentary
affairs minister said the
government decides the
appropriate time for Shah
to intervene in Parliament.

“Whenever Home Min-
ister Amit Shah speaks,
it will be on the relevant
issue at the right time.
The opposition cannot
demand that any minister
should come and speak on
a particular day. They can-
not direct the Chair. They
can only make a request,”
he said.

Himachal Pradesh grap-
ples with the closure of
162 roads and disrup-
tion of 73 water supply
schemes and 105 trans-
formers due to rain as
of Friday evening, the
Shimla Met Office has
issued an ‘orange’ alert,
warning of further heavy
rain on August 10 and 11.

The orange warning,
indicating heavy to very
heavy rains, has been
issued for Kangra, Kullu,
Mandi and Sirmaur dis-
tricts for August 10 and
Chamba, Kullu, Mandi
and Sirmaur districts for
August 11. For the rest
of the districts, barring
Lahaul and Spiti and Kin-
naur, the Met has issued
a yellow warning on both
these days.

The State Emergency
Operation Centre (SEOC)
said as many as 162 roads
have been closed in the
state following heavy
rains.  Fifty-six roads
were blocked in Mandi
followed by 48 in Kullu,
19 in Chamba, 16 in Sir-
maur, 14 in Shimla, seven
in Kangra and two in Una
district.

The SEOC said 73
water supply schemes
and 105 transformers
have also been disrupted.

Meanwhile, among
rain-related incidents in
the state, a tourist vehi-
cle was buried under
debris on the Baro-
t-Ghatasni road in Mandi
district. However, both
tourists inside it escaped
unhurt, reports reaching
here said.

Press Trust Of India

CHATRA: Four police-
men, including two
sub-inspectors, were
suspended in connec-
tion with the lynching
of a rape accused by an
irate mob in Jharkhand’s
Chatra district, a senior
officer said on Friday.

A man was beaten to
death on Tuesday for
allegedly raping a girl the
previous night in a village
in Tandwa police station
area in Chatra district.
A total of 11 people have
been arrested so far.

Superintendent of
Police Animesh Naithany
said that based on an
investigation conducted
by Tandwa SDPO Prab-
hat Ranjan Barwar, it
was found that the police
personnel present on
the spot did not take any
effective step to prevent
the incident.

Sub-inspectors  Sunil
Singh and Dulari Purty
and constables Dashrath
Mahato and Pradeep
Kumar were suspended
with immediate effect on

charges of negligence,
the SP said.
The incident took

place when the girl went
out to relieve herself on
Monday night. Her fam-
ily members searched for
her throughout the night
but could not trace her,
police said.

When she returned
home the next morning
and narrated her ordeal,
her family members and
other villagers dragged

the accused out of his
house in the same vil-
lage and beat him up
with lathis and stones,
injuring him grievously,
they said, adding he was
shifted to a hospital but
he succumbed to his inju-
ries.

Police said the accused
had been lodged in
prison in a 2023 rape
case and had been
released recently. Mean-
while, a delegation of the
Jharkhand State Minority
Commission (JSMC) led
by its chairman Hedayat-
ullah Khan on Thursday
visited the spot and met
the deceased’s family to
enquire about the ground
reality, circumstances
that led to the incident as
well as the police action
taken so far.

The JSMC chairman,
in a statement, said in
the course of interac-
tion with villagers, it was
revealed that the accused
was thrashed by the mob
in the presence of police
personnel, including the
officer-in-charge of the
police station concerned,
who stood as mute spec-
tators.

Later, the delegation
met the deputy com-
missioner and superin-
tendent of police and
sought details about
the incident, including
action taken by police,
case registered in con-
nection with the crime,
arrests made so far and
administrative assistance
provided to the victim’s
family.

Press Trust Of India

The apex court was
hearing a suo motu
case concerning
contamination in the
Jojari river and had
also flagged the issue
of pollution in the
Bandi and Luni rivers.

NEW DELHI: Issuing a
slew of directions, the
Supreme Court on Friday
directed the Rajasthan
government to consti-
tute within a week an
“Integrated Coordination
Group” (ICG) headed
by the chief secretary
to deal with the issue
of contamination in the
Jojari, Bandi and Luni riv-
ers in the state.

The top court said
the chief secretary can
include senior officers of

| CONTAMINATION IN RIVERS |

SC directs Rajasthan to form
integrated coordination group

the concerned depart-

ments of the state,
including the depart-
ments of environment,
forest, water resources
and industries among
others. It said the ICG
shall hold detailed con-
sultative  deliberations
with the High-Level Eco-
system Oversight Com-
mittee, formed earlier,
on the issues highlighted
in the present order with
a view to evolving an

integrated, coordinated
and time-bound frame-
work for implementation
of the measures.

The Jojari river passes
through Jodhpur, the
Bandi river flows through
Pali and the Luni river
runs through Balotra.
The Bandi and Jojari riv-
ers merge with the Luni
river near Balotra city.

A bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Sand-
eep Mehta said the report

FASTFACTS

© The apex court in
November last year
constituted a high-level
ecosystem oversight
committee to detect the
fundamental maladies in
the system, to supervise
the remedial measures
required to arrest further
pollution and to give
long-term suggestions for
reversal of the damage
already caused.

clearly demonstrates
severe degradation of
the riverine ecosystem,
contamination of water
bodies, illegal discharge
of industrial effluents,
deficiencies in land-use
regulation,  challenges
related to the protec-
tion of wildlife habitats
and restoration of the
affected ecology.

| JHARKHAND CM |

Soren pilches for a balance between devp & environment

Press Trust Of India

RANCHI: Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren on Friday strongly
pitched for a balance
between  development
and nature as the world
was already feeling the
pinch of climate change.
Addressing the 77th
State-level Van Mahotsav
at Tana Bhagat stadium
(Khelgaon Mega Sports
Complex) in Ranchi,
Soren said the Forest festi-
val is not just a tree-plant-
ing programme, but a
resolve about our respon-
sibility towards nature.
Following the event,
the chief minister in a
post on social media

stated that, “Today, the
entire world is feeling the
effects of climate change.
Sometimes excessive rain-
fall, sometimes drought,
sometimes severe heat,
sometimes unusual cold,

cloudbursts in some
places, landslides, these
are all signs that nature
is continuously warning
us”. He said develop-
ment is essential, but so
is the balance between

development and nature.

Roads should be built,
industries should be
established, cities should
grow, but not at the cost
of water, forests, and
land, Soren said, elab-
orating that when we
encroach upon forests,
wildlife will also enter
our midst. As Jharkhand’s
identity lies in its forests,

biodiversity, and nature,
Soren said his govern-
ment has therefore taken
a clear decision to grant
priority only to such trees
in the state that are bene-
ficial for humans, animals
and birds, and the envi-
ronment. “We must not
only plant trees but also
protect them,” he said.

MP CM suspends 3 officials during
public hearing of grievances

Press Trust Of India

CHHINDWARA: Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav on Fri-
day launched the ‘Muk-
hyamantri Jan Vishwas
Abhiyan’ campaign here,
and suspended three
officials while hearing
people’s grievances at the
Collector office. Under
the Jan Vishwas Abhiyan,
public representatives
will interact with people
in their constituencies,
the CM said, speaking in
Chhindwara, former Lok
Sabha constituency of
veteran Congress leader

Kamal Nath. During the
public hearing, Chief Med-
ical and Health Officer
Dr Naresh Gunnade, the
local Tehsildar, and Pat-
wari (village official) were
suspended with immedi-
ate effect for alleged dere-
liction of duty. Yadav also
ordered to stop an incre-
ment each of CEO Janpad
Panchayat Chaurai and
the labour officer for not

providing funeral assis-
tance and financial aid
to a woman named Man-
vati Verma under a gov-
ernment scheme for the
last four years even after
she complained on the
CM Helpline. In another
case, show-cause notices
were issued to Chaurai
Sub Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) and the Patwari for
not correcting the land
records of one Govind
Nayak. A woman named
Bhavna Dehariya com-
plained about not receiv-
ing the subsidy under the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana.

restoration: Iltija

PDP leader Iltija Mufti
on Friday said she was
willing to cooperate with
the police, while asserting
that she is entitled to fight
peacefully for the restora-
tion of Article 370. Former
Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Mehbooba Mufti
and her daughter Itija
Mufti have been booked
for allegedly assaulting a
police officer during PDP’s
protest against abrogation
of Article 370 on Tuesday.
A case under sections 132,
121 and 191(2) BNS has
been registered against
Mehbooba and Iltija for
the alleged assault during
the protest for restoration
of Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status. On Friday,
Iltija, who was summoned
to the Kothibagh police
station for questioning,
while addressing the
media after nearly two
hours of questioning, said
she told the police that
she is happy to cooperate
with whatever they want
to know.

NEW DELHI
1Y'C plans
‘Students Goonj
Parks’ at over
250 places

The Indian Youth
Congress on  Friday
announced that it will

set up ‘Students Goonj
Parks’ at more than 250
locations across the coun-
try on August 8, where
students will gather to
watch Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s inter-
action with students in
Uttar Pradesh’s Prayagraj
live. According to an offi-
cial statement, large LED
screens will be installed at
designated student hubs
and other high-footfall
locations to livestream
Gandhi’s interaction, with
the initiative aimed at
taking the conversation
beyond Prayagraj and cre-
ating spaces for students
to discuss issues related
to education and exami-
nations. The Congress’s
youth wing said the pro-
gramme is part of its ongo-
ing ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’
campaign and is open to
students and young peo-
ple irrespective of their
political affiliation.

SH HTAT

§ fan Rie ol et & gol dov wvs RreiRd o, Faefl seem,
Aoy, Tede Aoy v faer S @ giam e € fF oam e, asde -
ardh werr, fare— wiRm (o) @ e i 273s (m) Tea 490 BERUT Ue
HITRYT el o=+ Weel g A uH A # | s Prafie dEee @ o
R GATEAE] BT AT W Bdiee w sl SR gser e
EC2BC0107CG5634326N File No, OL/EC/MINKOREAM30 fEwmm 03 /07 / 2026 &
WA W oAl S w8 g9 § ) i ety o= § 9 g e
FHI S 1 I W AT o e

e A gul elae we e RE affdw
ut. Fran fas, R st

State Bank of India
SARB, Block B-1, Pujari Chamber, Pachpedi Naka, Raipur (C.G.)|
Mo: 8878888925, 9407685755
E-AUCTION NOTICE
Appendix- Il A [See Proviso to rule 6(2)] Sale Notice for Movable Property

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Movable Assesis (Commercial Vehicle) under the
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Intarest
Act read with proviso to Rule 6(2) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,
Notice is hereby given fo the public in general and in particular to the Borrower/Guarantor
that the below described movable properties hypoihecated to the Secured Creditar, the
Phdysicai possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of State Bank of
India, the Secured Creditor, will be sold on "As is Where is”, "As is Whatis" and "Whatever

there is" basis on Date- 27.08.2026, Time- 11:00 AM. TO 4.00 PM. (with unlimited
extension of 10 minutes each) for recovery of dues to State Bank of India, Secured
Creditors from below mentioned Borrowers /

arantors,
Date & Time of E-Auction: 27/08/2026, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm

1) Name of the Borrower- M/s G. N. Projects h its Proprigtor- Shri
Pushpendra Pratap Bhariya S/o Shri Karan !gumar Bhariya)

Details of Commercial Vehicle

Reserve Price- Rs. 21,32,000/-, EMD - Rs. 2,13,200/-, Bid Increment - Rs. 10,000/

Eicher Goods Carrier (Box tipper)
EICHER PRO 6035TL BB BSVI, Engine No. VEDX8'646570"KE"P,
Chassis No. MCZBMLRCOPM 106213, Registration No.- GG 12 BN 4660

1) Name of the Borrower- M/s Jaitram Lakh Udyog, Prop.- Shri Jaitram Ogre

Details of Commercial Vehicle

Reserve Price- Rs. 21,32,000-, EMD - Rs. 2,13,200/-, Bid Increment - Rs. 10,000/

Eicher Goods Carrier (Box tipper)
EICHER PRO 6035TL BSVI PRM 11 *202388, Engine No. VEDXE® 584555" K6P,
Chassis No. MC2BMLRCONK084769, Regisiration No.- CG 12 BJ 5869

Inspection of Vehicle Date & Time : Between 16.08.2026 to 25.08.2026
(as per prior appointment )

For Inspection of Vehicle Visit - Surya Parking Yard, Vill -Salihabhatha,
Post - Barpall, Dist. - Korba (C.G}

Interested bidders/buyers participating in e-Auction process are required fo register before
the reasonable time of auction through Bank's recognized Service Provider Baanknet
Auction web page/partal hthlrs:r.lbmnknntcmn . Bidders/buyers have to transfer the EMD
amount to their Global EMD Wallet using online mode by registering with respective
e-auction web portal of hitps:/baanknet.com . If the EMD amount is not available in the
Global EMD Wallet, the system will not allow the bidding. The registration, KYC documants
verification and EMD deposit in the wallet should be done in advance before the auction. As
per the information of the authorized officer, there is no other encumbrance on the movable
properties, yet the inferested bidderstbuyers should get all requisite infarmation from the
concemed office/department any encumbrances refated to the movable properties before
submitting their bid. The decision regarding movable properties to be taken at the
discretion of the bidder. " The fcaymnt of all statutory /non- statutory dues, laxes, rales,
assessments, charges, fees efc., owing fo any authority or to anybody shall be the sole
rasponsibility of successful bidder only”. The e-auction will be online and scid on "As is
where is", "As is what is” and"Whatever there is” basis. Process of e-auction from Bank's
recognized service provider Baanknet will be conducted by Web Portal:
https:iibaanknet.com . For details of terms and conditions of sale, kindly visit the websites
i.2. www.baanknet.com | www.sbi.co.in

This publicaticn is 20 3 13 days nofice to the bamowers/gus
Is notics s tiso being pablished in Vernoculer Lunguage. The: English Varsion shallbe:finalin any cane: of inerpeatation arese.

anfors under the Securiies Inberest (Enforcement) Rules, 02

Date: 08,08.2026, Place: Korba Authorized Officer, State Bank of India,SARB Raipur

OFFICE OF THE RECOVERY OFFICER - I/l
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL JABALPUR

2nd & 3rd Floor, Sanchar Vikas Bhavan (BSNL Building),

Near Head Post Office Residency Road,Jabalpur -482001, MP,
NOTICE FOR SETTLING A SALE PROCLAMATION UNDER
RULE 53 OF THE SECOND SCHEDULE TO THE INCOME
TAX ACT, 1961 READ WITH THE RECOVERY OF DEBTS &
BANKRUPTCY ACT. 1993.

RC/635/2018
BANK OF BARODA
Versus

JAI MATA DI FLY ASH BRICKS
To,(CD1) JAI MATA DI FLY ASH BRICKS SECTOR-B,
INDUSTRIAL AREA, SIRGITTI, BILASPUR (C.G.}-495001
(CD2)ARTI GOYAL NEAR PRIMARY SCHOOL, DAYALBAND,
BILASPUR (C.G.)-495001
Whereas you the was ordered by the Presiding Officer of DEBTS
RECOVERY TRIBUNAL JABALPUR who had issued the
Recovery Certificate dated 18/10/2018 in OA/829/2016 to pay to
the Applicant Bank(s)/Financial Institution(s) Name of applicant,
the sum of Rs 1770368.00 (Rupees Seventeen Lakhs Seventy
Thousands Three Hundred Sixty Eight Only) along with
pendentellite and future interest @ 12.00 % Simple Interest
Yearly w.e.f. 10/08/2016 till realization and costs of Rs 20000
(Rupees Twenty Thousands Only ), and whereas the said has
not been paid, the undersigned has ordered the sale of
undermentioned immovable / Immoveable property.

2. You are hereby informed that the 11/09/2026 at 10.30 A.M.
has been fixed for drawing up the proclamation of sale and
settling the terms thereof. You are requested to bring to the
notice of the undersigned any encumbrances, charges, claims
or liabilities attached to the said properties or any partion thereof.

Specification of property
Plot No.112-A, area admeasuring 38745 Sq.ft. Sector-B,
Industrial Area, Sirgitti, Mauja-Parsada, PH. No. 49, RNM-
Sirgitti, Block-Belha, Municipal Corporation Bilaspur, Tehsil and
District Bilaspur (C.G)-495001. Property in the name of M/s Jai
Mata Di Fly Ash Bricks, Through its Proprietor:- Smit. Arti Goyal,
W/o Late Shri Naval Kishore Goyal.
Given under my hand and the seal of the Tribunal, on this date:
28/07/2026.
Ms Priti Desai
Recovery Officer-

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL JABALPUR

Gowt. of India Ministry of Finance

Jabalpur (MP & CG State)
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OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Democracy survives through truth, unity, compassion
and peaceful collective action together.”

[ Aruna Asaf Ali ]

| OUR VIEW |

Listening to Youth
Is Democratic
Wisdom

hen the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief

speaks, the message resonates across the

Bharatiya Janata Party’s political establishment.
Mohan Bhagwat’s interaction with nearly 2,000 members
of Gen Z and Gen Alpha in Mumbai must therefore be
viewed as more than a routine outreach programme. It
appeared to acknowledge a widening gap between the gov-
ernment and young Indians. Bhagwat’s central message was
both timely and democratic: dissent must not be confused
with disloyalty. Young people who protest are not automati-
cally “anti-national”; they are citizens seeking answers from
institutions meant to serve them. His observation that this
generation asks questions and expects logical answers cap-
tures a reality political leaders can ignore only at their peril.
The contrast with the BJP’s response to the recent student
agitation was striking. Instead of first addressing concerns
over examination irregularities, paper leaks, unemploy-
ment and educational uncertainty, several party leaders
questioned the protesters’ motives. Labels such as “anar-
chic”, “politically motivated” and “anti-India” replaced
serious engagement. Such rhetoric may temporarily ener-
gise loyal supporters, but it also deepens alienation among
young citizens. Bhagwat adopted a more constructive
approach. He listened, acknowledged genuine grievances
and defended protest as a legitimate form of democratic
dialogue. His qualification that agitations must follow con-
stitutional methods was equally important. A government
need not approve every tactic employed by demonstrators
to recognise the legitimacy of their concerns. This distinc-
tion is essential in a healthy democracy. When authorities
dismiss protesters before examining their complaints, an
issue of policy quickly becomes a larger conflict over the
citizen’s right to question power. Dialogue then begins only
after distrust has hardened. The RSS chief’s outreach may
also reflect political calculation. India’s youngest gener-
ations are informed, impatient and less willing to accept
authority without accountability. They cannot be won over
merely through slogans or appeals to patriotism. The BJP
should heed the signal from its ideological mentor. Listen-
ing is not weakness, and criticism is not sedition. Govern-
ments strengthen democracy when they answer difficult
questions with reason, empathy and action—not suspicion.

| GUEST VIEW |

Awakening Today
For A Better
Tomorrow

hange is inevitable. Every society and nation

evolves, but whether that change brings progress

or decline depends largely on how humanity
responds to it. Nature itself teaches us that life moves
in cycles. Rivers flow into seas, water evaporates into
clouds and returns as rain. Similarly, everything born
must eventually pass away. Religions were created to
guide people towards meaningful and harmonious lives.
Yet conflicts often arise when followers claim superiority
over others. Beyond such divisions lies a simple principle:
truth, compassion and respect for human dignity should
guide our actions. For centuries,
humanity has struggled between
war and peace. Nations have fought
for territory, resources, power and
religion. The dream of a world
without boundaries, where people
can move freely, may appear
idealistic, but it reminds us that
humanity ultimately shares one
planet. Scientific progress has been
extraordinary. Humans have walked on the Moon and
spacecraft have travelled enormous distances into space.
Yet millions still struggle with hunger, drought, disease,
poverty and inadequate shelter. This contradiction should
concern us deeply. Our endless wants are exhausting
natural resources and damaging the environment that
sustains life. Instead of blaming one another, humanity
must accept collective responsibility. Protecting nature,
promoting peace and reducing inequality are essential.
An awakening today can secure a safer, kinder and more
sustainable future for generations to come.
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The Trembling Tale of ‘not so AZAD KASHMIR’

akistan-occupied  Kash-
mir (PoK) has resurfaced
as a focal point of news
in the Indian subcontinent, as
protesters rock the streets of
Muzaffabad and Rawalkot, while
grieving years of silence and
suffering. August started with a
bang for the hostile neighbour
with discontent across the length
and breadth, getting called out
by International media like Al
Jazeera for State backed violence
and even POTUS Trump leaving
Pakistan out of list of Mediators.
These heartfelt demonstrations
in Pok, encompass a region’s
desperate plea for justice, dig-
nity and a future free from fear.
The current unrest is led by
the Jammu Kashmir Joint Awami
Action Committee (JAAC), an
umbrella coalition of traders,
transporters, lawyers, students,
and civil society activists that
has emerged over the past three
years as the region’s dominant
protest movement. The imme-
diate trigger is the reserva-
tion of seats in the Legislative
Assembly for refugees from
Indian-administered =~ Kashmir
who settled elsewhere in Paki-
stan. This practice dates to the
1960s and was designed to sym-
bolically preserve the idea that
the whole of Kashmir remains
a single political unit awaiting
reunification. Protesters argue
the arrangement has instead
become a tool for Islamabad’s
civil-military establishment to
control AJK’s assembly through
appointees with little real con-
nection to the territory, while
actual residents are underrep-
resented. Tensions boiled over
on June 5 2026, when the JAAC

was banned citing allegations of
‘terrorism’, and hundreds of its
activists were arrested. Clashes
intensified through June, with
security forces and demonstra-
tors both suffering casualties.
Since then, the region’s capital,
Muzaffarabad, has lived under
curfew, with shops shuttered,
internet access restricted, and
even journalists barred from
freely entering or leaving. In
Rawalakot, a hill town that has
become the movement’s epicen-
ter, thousands of protesters have
camped in open fields for more
than a month, describing a state
of virtual economic paralysis.
By August, more than 80 people
have been killed and hundreds
injured since the unrest began
in June, making this the deadli-
est round of political violence
the territory has experienced in
years. Although the dispute over
reserved seats has become the
focal point of the current crisis,
the protests have been nursing
old wounds and reflect broader
frustrations, with deep seated
issues.

Pok’s progress has stalled
beneath fragile infrastructure
like roads, understaffed hospi-
tals, scant schools and virtually
no airports. Healthcare and
education are chronically under-
funded, with many districts still
face deep multidimensional
poverty. Large projects tied to
CPEC pass through the region,
yet their gains rarely reach local
communities, while land and
resources are tapped with lit-
tle consent or revenue sharing.
Political exclusion intensifies
the region’s suffering. Denied
full constitutional rights, the

Dr. Rahul B. Kamble
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people of the region are shut
out of decisions that shape their
lives, treated as afterthoughts
while real power remains con-
centrated in Islamabad chiefly
with the Ministry of Kashmir
and Gilgit-Baltistan Affairs. Local
assemblies exist only in a formal
sense, unable to protect com-
munities or deliver justice. This
enforced isolation breeds anger
and frustration amongst citizens
who demand dignity and repre-
sentation, which in turn, is not
met with dialogue but with force,
arrests and censorships. The pro-
tests of last two years sparked by
Inappropriate representation in
electoral politics, soaring elec-
tricity and flour prices, and bur-
densome taxes turned deadly,
leaving grief, funerals and a hard-
ened resolve in their wake. These
clashes are not isolated erup-
tions, indeed they are the painful
echoes of decades of neglect and
betrayal.

The conversation in the region
has shifted from geopolitics to
everyday life over the past few
years. It first became clear when
protests erupted in 2023, led
by the JAAC over rising electric-
ity bills. In 2024, the agitation
centred on demands for access
to subsidised flour and lower
electricity rates, even though
the Mangla Dam in the Mirpur
region of PoK was supposed to
come as a solution to the same.
The dam led to massive displace-
ment while residents continued to
face limited access to electricity
despite sky-high prices. By 2025,
economic grievances had given
way to broader concerns over
political rights and representa-
tion. PoK is not an isolated case.

Almost every region in Pakistan
is witnessing a rise in anti-state
sentiment, from Balochistan to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh
which is why the unrest carries
significance beyond the terri-
tory itself. Residents compare
their plight with the Indian side
of Kashmir, where heavy invest-
ment has transformed the land-
scapes including roads, airports,
tourism, schools, and hospitals.
Reported per capita spending in
Indian-administered Jammu and
Kashmir outstrips Pakistan’s allo-
cation for its occupied areas by a
wide margin commonly underlin-
ing clear differences in connectiv-
ity, basic amenities and economic
activity. In contrast, POK endures
basic shortages, dependence on
remittances, and limited local rev-
enue. Treated more as a strategic
territory than a home, the region
faces development sidelined
by projects like CPEC that favor
commercial interests, alter demo-
graphics, and plunder resources
rather than empower local com-
munities.

Whether the situation evolves
into a lasting political move-
ment or gets suppressed by
force remains uncertain, but the
widening gap between official
narratives and lived realities in
Pakistan is now an open secret.
Munir needs to wake up and
smell the coffee viz. No amount
of military messaging or coercive
force can substitute for political
consent. Multiple regional insur-
gencies, from Balochistan to
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and now
PoK, have proved to be testament
for the same. Consent and legit-
imacy do not come from the bar-
rel of a gun.

Kanwar Yatra: Beyond Faith-A Message

Dr Manmohan Prakash

India, the Kanwar Yatra is not

merely an expression of devo-
tion and reverence towards Lord
Shiva; it is also a powerful sym-
bol of discipline, self-restraint,
service, collective spirit, and
respect for nature. When viewed
through the lens of modern sci-
ence and sociology, this pilgrim-
age emerges as a living example
of a healthy lifestyle, mental
well-being, social harmony, and
environmental  responsibility.
The need of the hour is to ensure
that these positive values of the
pilgrimage are not confined to a
few days during the holy month
of Shravan but become an inte-
gral part of our daily lives.

One of the most significant
aspects of the Kanwar Yatra is
physical activity. Walking hun-
dreds of kilometers activates
the heart, lungs, muscles, and
metabolic system. Medical sci-
ence also recognizes that regu-
lar walking can help reduce the
risk of diabetes, hypertension,

In the Sanatan tradition of
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obesity, and cardiovascular dis-
eases. Therefore, the message of
the Kanwar Yatra should extend
beyond the pilgrimage itself and
inspire people to adopt regular
physical activity throughout the
year.

The pilgrimage also offers
valuable lessons for mental
health. Collective prayers, devo-
tional singing, the resonant
chants of “Bol Bam,” and moving
forward with a shared purpose
strengthen positive emotions
and foster a sense of social con-
nectedness. Psychology suggests
that activities such as social par-
ticipation, meditation, prayer,
and yoga can play an important
role in stress management and
emotional well-being. At a time
when stress, depression, and
loneliness are on the rise, incor-
porating these positive practices
into everyday life has become an
urgent necessity.

The Kanwar Yatra is also an
excellent example of a disci-
plined way of living. Pilgrims
follow a structured daily rou-
tine, consume simple vegetar-
ian food, practice self-restraint,
and remain dedicated to their
spiritual goal. If such discipline,
balanced nutrition, regular rou-
tines, and self-control become
permanent features of daily life,
both personal health and pro-
ductivity can be significantly
enhanced.

The pilgrimage also has a pro-
found social dimension. People
from different castes, languages,

Long detention raises questions over justice

Umar Khalid will complete six years in prison without trial next month, rais-
ing serious concerns about prolonged incarceration and judicial delay. His
detention has already exceeded several historical benchmarks associated
with restrictive colonial-era laws. Professor Emeritus Prabhat Patnaik has
argued that every additional day people such as Khalid and Sharjeel Imam
remain imprisoned without trial diminishes the country’s democratic cre-
dentials. Regardless of the allegations involved, timely trials are fundamental

to justice, liberty and the rule of law.
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age groups, and economic back-
grounds walk together with a
common purpose. Along the
route, service camps provide
food, drinking water, and basic
medical assistance to all with-
out discrimination. This tradi-
tion reflects the Indian ethos
of selfless service and social
harmony. If the same spirit of
cooperation and voluntary ser-
vice were sustained throughout
the year in hospitals, schools,
old-age homes, environmental
campaigns, and other commu-
nity initiatives, society would
become more compassionate
and resilient.

The tradition of carrying the
sacred water of the Ganga or any
holly river also conveys a cul-
tural message of reverence for
water and its conservation. At
a time when water scarcity has
become a global challenge, this
practice inspires people to use
water wisely, promote rainwater

SERVICE TO HUMANITY,
RESPECT FOR NATURE.
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harvesting, and maintain the
cleanliness of rivers and other
water bodies. This harmonious
integration of faith and environ-
mental conservation is especially
relevant in today’s world.

Living with limited resources
during the pilgrimage, spending
time close to nature, and the
relatively limited use of digital
devices by many pilgrims also
hold significance in the context
of modern lifestyles. The con-
cept of “digital detox” is now
gaining global attention. If fami-
lies consciously spend some time
each week away from mobile
phones and social media, ded-
icating that time to meaningful
conversations, reading, nature,
and shared family activities, it
can contribute significantly to
better mental health and stron-
ger family relationships.

Carrying the Kanwar bal-
anced across both shoulders is
not merely a matter of physical

equilibrium; it is also a metaphor
for balance in life. It reminds
us that just as the weight of the
Kanwar must be evenly distrib-
uted, life too requires a balance
between work and rest, rights
and responsibilities, material
progress and spiritual values.

In essence, the Kanwar Yatra
can be viewed not merely as a
religious event but also as an
annual training program in life
management. If the healthy
practices adopted during the
pilgrimage, such as regular walk-
ing, yoga and meditation, a dis-
ciplined lifestyle, selfless service,
environmental conservation,
and social responsibility should
become part of everyday life, the
impact of this tradition would be
far more extensive, enduring,
and meaningful.

The true message of the
Kanwar Yatra is that religion is
not confined to rituals of wor-
ship; it also inspires people to
lead a responsible life toward
fellow human beings, soci-
ety, and nature. When disci-
pline becomes part of our daily
routine, service becomes our
instinct, environmental protec-
tion our duty, and health our pri-
ority, only then will the true pur-
pose of the Kanwar Yatra be fully
realized. It will no longer remain
merely a religious pilgrimage of
the month of Shravan, but will
become a continuing source of
inspiration for building a health-
ier, more balanced, compassion-
ate, and responsible India.

Offshore exploration strengthens India’s energy security

The National Offshore Exploration Scheme, Samudra Manthan, aims to unlock
India’s considerable offshore hydrocarbon potential. Discoveries in the Cauvery,
Mahanadi and Andaman basins have strengthened expectations. Successful explo-
ration requires reliable geological data, advanced technology, modern infrastruc-
ture and resilient supply chains. With Phase-1 expenditure of Rs. 84,084 crore
planned by 2030-31, the scheme targets more than 600 MMTOE of additional
reserves. Increased domestic production could reduce costly energy imports

while developing a globally competitive offshore exploration ecosystem.

Sujit De, Kolkata

Nabnit Panigrahi, Rayagada, Odisha
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Assam flood situation
orim, death toll rises to 97

Assam’s flood situation still remains grim as lakhs of people are still affected.

Press Trust Of India

GUWAHATI: The flood situ-
ation in Assam remained
critical on Friday, with
the death toll rising to 97
after two more people
lost their lives in Golaghat
and Udalguri districts.
According to officials,
more than 1.68 lakh peo-
ple across 15 districts
continue to suffer due to
the devastating floods,
highlighting the severity
of the disaster despite
gradual improvements in
some areas.

The districts affected
by the floods include Gol-
aghat, Sivasagar, Udal-
guri, Kamrup Metropol-
itan, Nagaon, Kamrup,
Darrang, Sonitpur, Hojai,
Lakhimpur, Biswanath,
Jorhat, Charaideo, Karbi
Anglong and Dhemaji.
Among these, Golaghat
remains the worst-hit dis-
trict with nearly 54,000
affected residents, fol-
lowed by Sivasagar with
around 49,000 people
and Jorhat with approx-
imately 27,000. Officials
noted that the number
of affected people has

increased from around

1.6 lakh across 14 districts
earlier this week, indicat-
ing that the flood situa-
tion continues to evolve.
The floods have caused
widespread destruc-
tion, submerging nearly
14,382 hectares of agri-
cultural land and dam-
aging embankments,
roads, bridges and other
public infrastructure in
several districts. To assist
displaced residents,
authorities have set up
133 relief camps and relief
distribution centres in six
districts, where nearly
45,000 people are receiv-
ing shelter, food and

other essential services.
In a significant devel-
opment, railway connec-
tivity through Sivasagar
district, which had been
disrupted for almost two
weeks due to flood dam-
age, has been restored.
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma announced
that the railway sec-
tion between Selenghat,
Amguri, Simaluguri and
Sivasagar Town became
operational on Thursday
evening, enabling direct
train services between
Guwahati and Dibru-
garh via Lumding and
Sivasagar to resume. He
thanked Railway Minister

HIGHLIGHT

® The recent death toll
report states that 97
people have lost their
lives in the flood.

Ashwini Vaishnaw and
the Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR) authori-
ties for restoring this cru-
cial rail link connecting
Upper Assam with the
rest of the country.

The NFR stated that its
General Manager, Chetan
Kumar Shrivastava, per-
sonally inspected the
damaged railway sec-
tions, bridges and related
infrastructure before ser-
vices resumed. During
the inspection, officials
found many flood-af-
fected families, including
children and livestock,
taking shelter on or near
railway tracks. Consider-
ing these humanitarian
concerns, the railway has
decided to operate only
diesel locomotive-hauled
trains on the restored
route initially to minimise
the risk of electrocution
until floodwaters recede
and conditions improve.
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“Celebrating 10 years of empowering
Arunachal Pradesh’s weavers,
strengthening craft centres across the state,
and taking our indigenous handlooms
and GI-tagged treasures to the world. Our
heritage, proudly woven by our hands.”

Pema Khandu,
Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh

AP sets sights
on 1,600 MW
thermal power
procurement

AMARAVATI: The APER-
Chas granted in-princi-
ple approval for the pro-
curement of 1,600 MW
of coal-based thermal
power through TBCB
under the Design, Build,
Finance, Own and Oper-
ate (DBFOO) model. The
initiative aims to meet the
state’s rising electricity
demand and strengthen
long-term energy secu-
rity. The bidding pro-
cess will follow standard
Request for Qualification
(RfQ), Request for Pro-
posal (RfP) and Power
Supply Agreement (PSA)
documents issued by the
Union Ministry of Power.
This marks the first phase
of Andhra Pradesh’s plan

BENGALURU: Karnataka Home Min-
ister Priyank Kharge on Friday dis-
missed speculation over confusion in
the allocation of ministerial portfolios,
stating that the decision rests entirely
with Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar
in consultation with the Congress high
command. He said the party would
take the final call on assigning respon-
sibilities to ensure the government
functions effectively and efficiently.
Speaking to reporters, Kharge noted
that while the Congress has around
140 legislators, there are only 33 min-
isterial positions, making it impossible
to accommodate everyone. He said
the party must balance regional rep-
resentation, social justice and admin-

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

KHARGE PRAISES SHIVAKUMAR'S
Priyank Kharge says portfolio allocation
rests entirely with CM

istrative efficiency while selecting
ministers. Stressing his loyalty to the
party, Kharge said he would willingly
accept any decision taken by the high
command, including stepping down
from the Cabinet if asked to work for
the organisation. PTI

to add 5,588 MW of ther-
mal capacity by 2035-
36, as recommended by
the Central Electricity
Authority. APERC clar-
ified that its approval
covers only the bidding
process, with tariff and
agreements subject to
final regulatory approval.
The additional capac-
ity will ensure reliable
round-the-clock  power
supply, complement
renewable energy gen-
eration and support grid
stability —during peak
demand periods.

affected.

passed the Micro,

Puducherry
assembly
budget session
from Aug 24

PUDUCHERRY: The Bud-
get session of the 16th
Puducherry  Assembly
will commence on August
24 with the customary
address by Lieutenant
Governor K. Kailashna-
than at 9.30 am, pro-tem
Speaker A. Anbalagan
announced on Friday.
Chief Minister N. Ranga-
samy, who also holds the
Finance portfolio, will
present the Union Ter-
ritory’s Budget for the
2026-27 financial year at
3 pm on the same day.
The proceedings will
be telecast live on local
television channels and
streamed on Facebook,
YouTube and other
social media platforms.

Dilip Ghosh
praises RSS
chief’s outreach
to youth

KOLKATA: West Ben-
gal  cabinet  minister

Dilip Ghosh on Friday
expressed support for RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat’s
outreach to Gen Z and Gen
Alpha, describing him as
a “guardian, friend, phi-
losopher and guide” for
Hindu society. Ghosh said
Bhagwat has consistently
played a key role in guid-
ing society, particularly the
younger generation, when-
ever they face challenges
or appear to be moving in
the wrong direction.

Speaking to reporters,
Ghosh said the youth
require counselling and
proper guidance to pre-
vent them from being
influenced by social media,
misinformation and what
he described as “foreign
agents.” According to him,
many young people, out
of innocence and with-
out fully understanding
the consequences, may
unknowingly adopt posi-
tions that are against the
nation’s interests.

| COURT REFUSES SUSPENSION OF LIFE SENTENCE |

SC rejects plea to suspend
Narayan Sar’s life sentence

Press Trust Of India

On Friday, the
Supreme Court of
India refused to
suspend the life sen-
tence of Narayan Sai.

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Friday refused to
suspend the life sentence
awarded to self-styled
godman Asaram’s son,
Narayan Sai, in connec-
tion with a 2013 rape case.
However, the apex court
directed the Gujarat High
Court to make every effort
to decide Sai’s pending
appeal against his convic-
tion within three months.
A bench comprising
Justice M.M. Sundresh
and Justice P.B. Varale
observed that the appeal
should be disposed of
expeditiously and asked
both the petitioner and

the State to fully cooper-
ate in ensuring that the
matter is concluded within
the stipulated period. The
bench also granted Sai the
liberty to approach the
Supreme Court again if the
Gujarat High Court fails to
decide the appeal within
the three-month time-
frame. Senior advocate N.
Hariharan, representing
Narayan Sai, informed
the Supreme Court that
despite filing an applica-
tion seeking an early hear-
ing, the appeal had not
yet been taken up by the
Gujarat High Court. Sai’s
appeal challenges the 2019
conviction and life sen-

HIGHLIGHT

© A plea was made to
revoke the sentence
in connection with the
rape case of 2013.

tence imposed by a Surat
sessions court.

The Supreme Court’s
decision comes after the
Gujarat High Court, in
an order dated May 4,
rejected Sai’s plea seek-
ing suspension of his sen-
tence and release on bail.
The High Court held that
considering the serious-
ness of the charges and
the evidence on record, it
could not arrive at a prima
facie conclusion that Sai
had a reasonable chance
of acquittal in the appeal.
Consequently, it found
no sufficient grounds to
suspend the sentence
or grant bail. The High
Court also observed that

Small and Medium
Enterprises Develop-
ment (Amendment)
Bill, 2026 without
any debate. Papers
listed for the day and

reports of various
Parliamentary com-
mittees were also
tabled amid the noisy
although Sai has spent scenes.
over 11 years in jail, he The Opposition

demanded a state-
ment from Union
Home Minister Amit

had not cooperated in
the speedy disposal of his
appeal. Instead, the court

NEW DELHI: Lok Sabha proceedings
were adjourned for the day on Fri-
day as Opposition members contin-
ued their protests over several issues,
including the alleged NEET paper leak
and the reported theft of donations
meant for the Ram temple. Persistent
sloganeering and disruptions pre-
vented the House from functioning
normally, resulting in both Question
Hour and Zero Hour being severely

Despite the uproar,

LOR SABHA AYOURN'S
Lok Sabha adjourned till Monday amid protests

ing to the demand, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said the
Opposition could not decide which
minister should reply to issues raised

the House inthe House.
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Appointment of General Manager, Deputy General Manager,
Assistant General Manager, Public Relation Officer &
Assistant Manager in the Investor Education and Protection
Fund Authority, New Delhi.

The Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority,
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi
invites applications for the following post on deputation basis, in
the Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority, a statutory

noted that since 2019 he Shah regarding || o4 established under Section 125 of the Companies Act, 2013.
had repeatedly filed appli- the alleged police The ostichasedat Dl
cations seeking temporary excesses during P :
or permanent bail rather recent student pro- Name of Post Scale of Pay (7thCPC)
than pursuing the final tests over the NEET General Manager Level-13
hearing of his appeal. paper leak. Respond- Deputy GeneralManager | Level-11
SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY ﬁ'l?‘i:“f:”eg:ﬁ”a”ag‘“-f te"e:'E
ublic Relation Officer evel-
No. DMMJEstlme:dIEZItIIEEITJmncE ) Date: 06.08.2026 Assistant Manager Level-8
2. Thisisan open vacancy circular. Once sufficient number of
sr.| Tender
a Name of Closi e = ; fe
Poy Motice No. a"l" — orna applications from the eligible candidates are received in the
1| scomy | Sutene or Lowhisinmenes. and Ao Lo OSIDSIZ026 | | Authority, the same shall be considered for interview / selection.
Raipyr | Containen confiming to ROSO Speciicaion | A || {3, Applications in the prescrived format, duly completed,
Tender No. | Amendment Nos. 1 & 2 with vent plugs, super-scribing the vacancy circular number & date must be sent to
il e R the Deputy General Manager (Admin), IEPF Authority, Ground
Quantity; 40 Set, Floor, Jeevan Vihar Building, 3, Parliament Street, New Delhi-
Material to be procured from RDSO vendors as
per RDSQ item ID 3100308 or their authorized 110001.
dealers only.

1)  Formore information, please visitwebsite (www.ireps.gov.in).

2)  Any other queries related to the tender, contact o office of Sr.OMM/SECR/
Raipur, DRM Railway Complex, Near RVH colony WRS/ Raipur Pin-492008
(C.G.) on working days: Monday to Friday 9:30 a.m. to 6200 p.m. phone No.:

- 8/9 0.
0771-2252258/975287777 Divi. Material .HBH&Q‘B‘.’

PR/R/DMM(EMD/BIA)/AN/168 S.E.C. Railway/ Raipur

4. For application format, eligibility conditions, requisite
qualifications, other details and terms & conditions for service,
please log in to Ministry of Corporate Affairs' website
www.mca.gov.in or www.iepf.gov.in,
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MECON LIMITED

(A PSU under Ministry of Steel, Govt. of India)
H.0: Doranda, Ranchi-834002; Phone: 0651-2483000
CIN No.: U74140JH1973G0I1001199

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION

1. MECON Limited requires 07 (Seven) nos. of Experienced Personnel in Regular Scale of Pay

(Advt. No. 11.73.4.3/2026/Reg/05 dated: 08.07.2026) as follows:

Post Name of Posts No. of Pay Scale Grade
code Post
1. | Deputy Manager (MAS) 01 Rs. 60,000-3%-1,80,000/- E-2
2. | Deputy Manager (MAS) 01 Rs. 60,000-3%-1,80,000/- E-2
3. | Manager (MAS) 01 Rs. 80.000-3%-2,20,000/- E-3
4. | Deputy Manager (Architecture) 01 Rs. 60,000-3%-1,80,000/- | E-2/E-3
Manager (Architecture) Rs. 80,000-3%-2,20,000/-
5. | Manager (Civil & Structural) 02 Rs. 80,000-3%-2,20,000/- E-3
6. | Senior Manager (Civil & Structural) 01 Rs. 90,000-3%-2,40,000/- E-4

e : fafasT # a0T o Bg SHarl @ $-venie d9uTse
https:ileproc.cgstate.gov.in T =TT / TaiTae o2l @@

For further details please visit the link "Careers" Section of our website: www.meconlimited.co.in.

FfeaT T e @1 o R /08 20 30 TS AIYHTE 05 o = e : 3 ; R 2 p :
. ;T; o Fer Efzfji:?,;;ﬁﬁ S | | fmfor R @ @G UolTaT WOl & aferfa d@ar i | | Note: Futher, any corrigendum(s) famendment(s) against this advertisement wil be uploaded in: "Careers"
Py B it o Rl seferaa aa JULH T § doftege e arfeemed 2 Section of our website www.meconlimited.co.in.
Prfrar e 7 o AR 7 P AT, TR ; 3 General Manager l/c (HR)
gt . : MECON Limited, Vivekananda Path,

et ga fifder rgfaamea STl HHTETT AT Doranda, Ranchi-834002, Jharkhand.
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& Glitters

CLOSE UP

“How do I exit a project when I had never
even enlered it officially? In the course of
one’s career trajectory, every actor comes
across many offers and projects. You sign
some projects, and don’t sign some. I’s [
as simple as that.”

Farhan Akhtar

O°T"I'Watch CineBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

wins the Alliance

Mini Mathur won the
inaugural season of The
Alliance and admitted
Sohail Khan had an
advantage because he is
Salman Khan’s brother.
She also said her winning
strategy reflected her
own instincts, not Nikhil
Chinapa’s influence.

Hustle raises
winning stakes

Badshah celebrated Hus-
tle Season 5 announcing
its record Rs 1 crore win-
ner’s prize, calling it a
milestone for Indian hip-
hop. He said the reward
reflects the culture’s
remarkable growth and
belief in emerging artists
nationwide.

Richa celebrates
Mumbai’s spirit
Richa Chadha announced
her non-fiction series
Musafiri, calling it a love
letter to Mumbai. The
eight-episode series
explore the city’s heri-
tage, people and untold
stories before expand-
ing to showcase India’s
diverse cultural legacy.

] |
Mishmee’s entry
brings twists

Sonakshi Batra said
Mishmee Das’ entry as
SSP Jahnvee Ganguly will
bring fresh challenges for
Jagadhatri and Shivaay.
The new storyline prom-
ises emotional conflicts,
unexpected twists and
evolving relationships
that will test the lead
characters.

Aamir and
Sunny join KBC
premiere

Aamir Khan and Sunny
Deol are expected to
join Amitabh Bachchan
for the grand premiere
of Kaun Banega Crore-
pati 18. The appearance
is likely to promote
Batwara 1947 ahead of its
theatrical release.

‘Batwara’ 1s reminisce

to woman’s

freedom - Preity Zinta

Preity Zinta says period drama transformed her

Central Chronicle News

Actor recalls lim-

ited choices women
faced during India’s
Partition era vividly.

reity Zinta  has
Prevealed that work-

ing on ‘Batwara’ 1947
gave her a deeper appre-
ciation for the freedoms
women enjoy today. The
actor said portraying a
woman living during the
Partition era changed her
understanding of the lim-
ited choices available to
women in 1947, making
the role both eye-opening
and emotionally mean-
ingful. Speaking about
the film, Preity recalled
how director Rajkumar
Santoshi repeatedly
instructed her to per-
form everyday house-
hold tasks during scenes.
Whether cooking, clean-
ing or stitching, she ini-
tially questioned why her
character was confined
to domestic responsibil-
ities. Santoshi explained
that, in 1947, most women
had little opportunity to
pursue careers or inde-
pendent lives, with their
worlds largely centred
on family and home. The
actor said the explanation
completely changed her
perspective. She reflected
that modern women have
the freedom to choose
where they live, work and
whom they marry, oppor-
tunities that were unavail-
able to many women dur-
ing that period. Preity also
spoke about returning to

T O

perspective on women’s lives.

Preity’s comeback
with Sunny Deol

films after an eight-year
break. She admitted feel-
ing nervous on the first
day of shooting, especially
after Santoshi assigned her
the film’s most demand-
ing scene. Co-star Sunny
Deol, with whom she has
worked in several films,
helped calm her nerves by
reassuring her before the
take. The actress shared
that she did not miss
acting during her break
because she was focused
on raising her twins, Gia

and Jai, with husband
Gene Goodenough. She
described  motherhood
as the biggest milestone
of her life and said family
remains her top priority
even now. Batwara 1947,
backed by Aamir Khan’s
production house and
directed by Rajkumar
Santoshi, marks Preity’s
return to the big screen.
The Partition drama, also
starring Sunny Deol, is
scheduled to release in
cinemas on August 14.

| HOLLYWOOD |

Cretton heartbroken as
‘Wonder Man’ shelved

Central Chronicle News

ilmmaker Destin
Daniel Cretton has

expressed  disap-
pointment over Marvel
Studios’ decision to can-
cel the Disney+ series
Wonder Man, saying he
is “heartbroken” and still
does not understand why
the project was shelved
despite being renewed
for a second season ear-
lier this year. Cretton
said both he and Marvel
Studios president Kevin
Feige were enthusias-
tic about continuing the
series. According to the
filmmaker, if the busi-
ness side of streaming
had supported the proj-

HIGHLIGHT

together.

ect, production would
likely have moved for-
ward because Feige loved
the show as much as he
did. Cretton admitted
he does not fully under-

® Marvel cancels
Wonder Man despite
creators pushing

for another season

streaming platforms but

stand the economics of

Marvel ends Wonder Man journey

believes commercial fac-
tors, rather than creative
ones, ultimately influ-
enced the decision. He
said he hopes to learn why
the studio changed course
after initially renewing
the series. Based on the
Marvel Comics character
Simon Williams, Won-
der Man follows aspir-
ing actor Simon, played
by Yahya Abdul-Mateen
I, who lands a role in a
superhero film while nav-
igating the entertainment
industry. Ben Kingsley
reprises his role as Trevor
Slattery. The series pre-
miered in January and
earned Abdul-Mateen an
Emmy nomination.

Bollywood
Emraan Hashmi returns
in Awarapan 2

Emraan Hashmi reprises his iconic
role as Shivam Pandit in Awarapan
2, nearly 19 years after the origi-
nal film. The newly released trailer
promises an intense story of revenge,
redemption and unresolved conflicts
as Shivam returns older, scarred and
determined to face his past. Disha
Patani joins the franchise as Zara,
while Shabana Azmi plays Nafisa.
Directed by Nitin Kakkar and written
by Bilal Siddiqui, the sequel features
music by Mithoon, Jeet Gannguli,
Amaal Malik and others. Produced by
Vishesh Films, Awarapan 2 is slated
for a nationwide theatrical release on
August 14, raising excitement among
fans of the original film.

Web Series

Richard Madden stars

in Trauma series

Richard Madden is set to lead the
upcoming thriller series Trauma,
which will stream on Prime Video
in the UK and Ireland and on Para-
mount+ in other regions. The story
follows former Royal Marines medic
turned emergency doctor Jim March-
ant, who battles terrorists after they
seize a London hospital and take the
Prime Minister hostage during sur-
gery. Created by Geoff Bussetil and
directed by Daniel Syrkin, the series
promises intense action and sus-
pense. Madden also serves as exec-
utive producer. The actor is widely
known for Game of Thrones, Body-
guard, Citadel, Eternals, Cinderella
and Rocketman.

The bollywood hot pair
Bigg Boss OTT’s Jiyaa
Shankar engaged

Bigg Boss OTT 2 fame Jiyaa Shankar
has announced her engagement to
longtime boyfriend Kaaran, delight-
ing fans with dreamy proposal pic-
tures on social media. Sharing an
emotional note, the actress reflected
on their long-distance relationship,
calling Kaaran her best friend and the
love she had always waited for. The

proposal featured a romantic setup,
with Kaaran going down on one knee
before Jiyaa happily accepted. Celeb-
rities, including Genelia Deshmukh
and Mahbhi Vij, congratulated the cou-
ple. While the duo has not revealed
wedding plans yet, their engagement
has become one of the entertainment
industry’s happiest moments.

Fashion

Jacqueline brings drama in

Charcoal couture

Jacqueline Fernandez turned heads in a cus-
tom charcoal lehenga by Manish Malhotra,
proving darker hues can be just as glamor-
ous as festive metallics. The outfit featured
shimmering silver crystal and bead embroi-
dery flowing into striking floral motifs near
the hem. A structured bustier blouse with a
sweetheart neckline added a contemporary
touch, while the sheer dupatta, styled scarf-
like around her neck, elevated the look with

pearl tassel detailing.

Trending on Insta

@iamsunnydeol
Sunny Deol shares cute
father-son hond

Actor Sunny Deol shared a heart-
warming video with son Karan Deol
during a flight, calling their playful
exchange “Baap Beta Dialoguebaazi.”
The duo enjoyed lighthearted banter
as Sunny also recited a dialogue from
his upcoming film, Batwara 1947.

@rakesh-roshan9
Rakesh Roshan celebrates
55-year friendship

Veteran filmmaker Rakesh Roshan
celebrated his 55-year friendship
with legendary actor Prem Chopra
by sharing a cheerful photo on social
media. Posting the heartwarming
picture, Roshan captioned it simply,
“Friends 55 yrs!”, delighting fans with
their enduring bond.




Resilience in

life & habits
is key to

transformation

The overlooked daily habits that
can quietly transform your health
and happiness.

orget crash diets, expen-
Fsive wellness trends and

unrealistic fitness chal-
lenges. The biggest improve-
ments in health rarely come
from  dramatic  changes.
Instead, they are often the
result of simple, everyday
habits repeated consistently.
These routines may seem
ordinary, but over the com-
ing months they can improve
your physical health, mental
well-being and overall qual-
ity of life, helping you finish
feeling stronger, calmer and
more energized. Start by wak-
ing up at the same time every
day. A regular sleep schedule
supports your body’s internal
clock, improves sleep quality
and boosts focus throughout
the day. Pair this with a brisk
30-minute walk to strengthen
your heart, lift your mood and
reduce stress.

Make every meal more bal-
anced by including a good
source of protein. It helps
maintain muscle, keeps you
fuller for longer and pro-
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HIGHLIGHT

® Embrace simple routines
that support your physical,
mental and emotional
wellbeing.

vides steady energy. Drinking
enough water is equally impor-
tant, as even mild dehydra-
tion can affect concentration,
mood and productivity. Cre-
ate healthier evenings by put-
ting your phone away at least
30 minutes before bedtime.
Reading, stretching or practic-
ing quiet relaxation instead of

scrolling can help your mind
unwind and improve sleep
quality.

Adding strength training
two or three times a week
supports muscle and bone
health while improving pos-
ture and mobility. Spending a
few minutes outdoors in the
morning sunlight also helps
regulate your natural sleep-
walke cycle and enhances alert-
ness. Fmally, take two min-

Everyday habits inspire better
living

utes before bed to write down
three things you’re grateful for.
This small habit can gradually
encourage a more positive out-
look and build emotional resil-
ience.

The real secret to lasting
change isn’t motivation or
perfection it’s consistency.
Small actions practiced every
day can lead to meaningful
improvements, helping you be
better prepared for whatever
comes next.

ing regularly and visiting your dentist for routine check-ups.
Using the right toothbrush and maintaining proper brush-
ing techniques can also improve oral hygiene. Remember,
wellness starts with everyday choices, and taking care of
your mouth is an essential step towards a healthier body

and brighter smile.

-

o o RELATIONSHIP
The missing

wellness habit?
Start with your

smile

A healthy lifestyle is
about more than fitness
and skincare. Oral health
plays a vital role in overall
wellbeing, yet it is often
overlooked. Healthy teeth
and gums can help reduce
the risk of inflammation
and may support better
heart, metabolic and gen-
eral health. Build simple
habits like brushing twice
daily for two minutes, floss-

Surlya S marrlage advice is winning hearts

After 20 years of marriage
with Jyotika, actor Suriya believes
lasting relationships are built on
more than love. Speaking at an
event, he said couples should
continue loving each other every
day while giving their partners
the respect they deserve. Accord-
ing to Suriya, mutual respect
creates a strong foundation that
helps relationships grow through
life’s changing phases. He also
emphasised that marriage is a
partnership where both people
share responsibilities and sup-
port one another equally. His
heartfelt advice has resonated
with fans, reminding everyone
that small acts of care, respect
and commitment keep love alive
for years.

| WITH CARE

Rainproof vour gadgets wilh fool [)r00f lips

Central Chronicle News

buttons, increasing the ers. If your phone or lap-

Monsoon gadgets care hacks

he monsoon brings
welcome relief
from the heat,

but it also creates one
of the biggest threats to
your electronic devices.
Rainwater, high humid-
ity and sudden tempera-
ture changes can silently
damage smartphones,
laptops, tablets, head-
phones and home appli-
ances. A little care dur-
ing the rainy season can
save you from expensive
repairs and data loss.
One of the most com-
mon mistakes is using
wet hands to operate
electronic devices. Mois-
ture can seep into charg-
ing ports, speakers and

risk of internal damage.
Avoid charging a device
if it has been exposed
to rain or feels damp.
Let it dry completely
before plugging it in.
Humidity is another hid-
den enemy. Even if your
gadgets never come
in direct contact with
water, excess moisture in
the air can lead to corro-
sion of internal compo-
nents. Store electronics
in dry, well-ventilated
spaces and avoid plac-
ing them near open win-
dows where rainwater
or damp air can reach
them. When travelling,
keep your gadgets in
waterproof pouches or
backpacks with rain cov-

top accidentally gets wet,

switch it off immediately,
wipe the exterior with a
soft cloth and avoid using
a hair dryer, as excessive
heat can cause further
damage. Power fluctua-
tions are common during
storms. Use surge protec-
tors for televisions, com-

FACTFILE

@ Rain and humidity
can seriously harm your
everyday electronic
gadgets.

® Smart seasonal care
keeps your electronics
working safely without
expensive repairs.

puters and other expen-
sive appliances to guard
against voltage spikes.
Unplug devices during
severe lightning if they
are not in use.

Small habits make
a big difference. Clean
charging ports regu-
larly, keep cables dry,
avoid leaving gadgets
inside humid cars and
back up important data
frequently. With a few
preventive  measures,
you can enjoy the rainy
season without worrying
about your valuable elec-
tronics. After all, protect-
ing your gadgets is far
easier and cheaper than
replacing them after
monsoon damage.
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GadgetPick

TRENDING PERSONAL-TECH

DJI Mic Mini 2S »

About:

The DJI Mic Mini 25 -

is a compact wireless (=] "n

microphone system

designed for creators,

offering high-quality audio

recording with built-in backup storage and 32-bit
float recording to protect against distorted sound.
Key Features:

Records 32-bit float audio with up to 28 hours

of internal storage, features two-level Al noise
canceling and three voice tone presets, supports up
to four transmitters with quadraphonic recording,
pairs directly with compatible DJI cameras without a
receiver, and includes a compact charging case that
delivers one hour of use after a five-minute charge.

RunStar PulseNova Smart
Blood Pressure Monitor

About:

The RunStar PulseNova Smart
Blood Pressure Monitor is an
upper-arm device designed for accurate home
monitoring. With one-touch operation, Bluetooth
connectivity, and voice guidance, it offers a
simple way to track blood pressure readings daily.
Key Features:

Uses VTEC Measurement Technology for accurate
systolic, diastolic, and pulse readings, features

a 5-inch three-color LED display for easy result
interpretation, provides voice guidance in five
languages, syncs readings automatically to the
RunStar app via Bluetooth, and offers up to five
months of battery life on a 1.5-hour USB-C charge.

KONKR Pocket Advance
Retro Handheld

About:

The KONKR Pocket Advance
Retro Handheld is a compact
gaming device inspired by
classic horizontal consoles, designed to deliver a
nostalgic gaming experience with modern convenience.
Key Features:

Features a 3.5-inch 960x640 LCD display with
4x pixel scaling, ergonomic anti-slip design,
tactile D-pad and ABXY buttons with dedicated
shoulder controls, USB-C charging and data
transfer, expandable microSD storage, Wi-Fi 5
and Bluetooth 5.0 connectivity, plus AYASpace,
AYAHome and AYASetting software for game
management, settings, and customization.

FUJIFILM GFX100RF & |
Digital Camera

About:

The FUJIFILM
GFX100RF is a compact
medium-format camera
designed for travel and
street photography.

It combines a 102MP
sensor with a fixed wide-angle lens, delivering
exceptional image quality in a lightweight body.
Key Features:

Features a 102MP medium-format sensor with
16-bit RAW capture, a built-in 28mm lens,

a digital teleconverter lever with an aspect
ratio dial for quick framing, up to 820 shots
per charge, dual SD card slots, and a weather-
resistant design with the included adapter ring
and filter attached.

GoPro MISSION 1 Compact Cinema Camera

About:

The GoPro MISSION 1

is @ compact cinema
camera built for creators
who want professional-
quality video ina
portable design. Its

large 1-inch sensor and
advanced recording capabilities deliver impressive
performance across different shooting conditions.
Key Features:

Features a 1-inch sensor for improved low-
light performance, records up to 8K at 30fps
and 4K at 120fps, is waterproof up to 66 feet
without a housing, offers up to five hours of
1080p recording with the Enduro 2 battery,
and includes front and rear displays for easy
framing.

Augment 360 Electric
Moped

About:

The Augment 360 is a
foldable electric moped
designed for urban
commuting. Its compact,
lightweight design makes it
easy to store indoors while offering a practical and
comfortable ride for everyday travel.

Key Features:

Folds into a compact size for convenient indoor
storage, weighs 31 kg without the battery for
easier portability, features large 120/90-R10
tubeless tires for stability, includes hydraulic
disc brakes with four-piston front and two-
piston rear calipers, and comes with a removable
battery offering up to 50 km of range with a
4.5-hour charging time.
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Sports

Praggnanandhaa wins maiden
Saint Louis Rapid & Blitz title

Indian Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa captured his maiden Saint Louis Rapid and Blitz crown,

finishing with 23.5 points and strengthening his Grand Chess Tour prospects considerably.

Press Trust Of India

Praggnanandhaa’s
unbeaten final-day
performance secured
the title comfort-
ably with one round

remaining.
ST. LOUIS (USA): Indian
Grandmaster R Pragg-

nanandhaa clinched his
maiden Saint Louis Rapid
& Blitz title in emphatic
fashion, sealing the cham-
pionship with a round to
spare here.

The 20-year-old finished
with 23.5 points, comfort-
ably ahead of Javokhir Sin-
darov of Uzbekistan, the
contender for the world
championship title this
year.

Not losing any games
on the final day of the last
rapid and blitz tournament
in the Grand Chess Tour
(GCT),  Praggnanandhaa
jumped to second spot
in the GCT which almost
guarantees him a place in
the grand finale scheduled
later this year.

The Indian will just
have to keep up his form
in the last tournament of
the season, the Sinquefield
Cup, which will be played
under the Classical format
from August 10 to 19.

After winning the rapid
section with a marginal one-
point lead against Sindarov,
Praggnanandhaa lost only
one game in the blitz and
scored the requisite vic-
tories to end up with 11.5
points out of a possible 18.

Sindarov, who was trail-

ing Praggnanandhaa by a
full point after the rapid
section, had to be content
with the second spot on 22
points whereas Wesley So
of the United States came
third, scoring 20 points
overall.
Praggnanandhaa
jumped to second spot in
the overall GCT rankings
following his triumph and
much would depend on
how he performs in the
Sinquefield Cup starting on

the weekend.

The withdrawal
of Alireza Firouzja of
France from the GCT has
impacted positively on the
lone Indian on the tour.
Firouzja cited scheduling
issues ahead of the last
two events and his entire
points earned thus far
were removed as per the
pre-agreement.

Praggnanandhaa  will
have to watch out in the
Classical event that starts

on Sunday and if he ends
up in top three, it will be
another great result for
the Indian who won the
Norway Chess title ahead
of Magnus Carlsen earlier
this year.

“I am super happy with
the result (winning the St
Louis Rapid & Blitz) and
overall about the game
quality. This is the first
major rapid and blitz vic-
tory, so I'm really happy
about it,” said Pragg-

nanandhaa on ‘X’ after
the triumph in the elite
10-man field.

“l want to thank my
whole team and family
for their amazing support.
Next I'll play in the Sin-
quefield Cup, which will
start in three days. So,
there is not much time to
rest and it’s also the event
before the GCT final. It’s
going to be really exciting,”
the young Grandmaster
added.

Titli Maji bags
silver in Asian
Youth & Junior
Weightlifting

Championships
NOIDA: Titli Maji secured
the silver medal in the
women’s 45kg category as
India made a promising
start to the Asian Youth
and Junior Weightlifting
Championships in Tash-
kent, Uzbekistan. Titli
registered a lift of 65kg
in the snatch before suc-
cessfully lifting 80kg in
the clean and jerk. Her
combined effort of 145kg
earned her second place
and provided India with
an early medal at the
continental competition.
Competing in the same
category, Parishmita
Gogoi narrowly missed
the podium and finished
fourth with an overall lift
of 141kg. She delivered an
impressive performance
in the snatch section,
topping the field with a
65kg effort. However, her
best clean-and-jerk lift of
76kg left her just short of
a medal.

Press Trust Of India

India’s bowlers recov-
ered late after Sri
Lanka’s youngsters
dominated the open-
ing day.

COLOMBO: India’s
bowlers endured a chal-
lenging start before

Kuldeep Yadav led a late
recovery as Sri Lanka
Cricket XI reached 363
for eight on the open-
ing day of the three-day
warm-up match.

The hosts’ young bat-
ters looked comfortable
on a placid surface, with
Nishan Fernando strik-
ing 66 from 65 balls and
Ravindu Rasantha mak-
ing 71. Their brisk 110-
run opening partnership
placed India’s seamers
under considerable pres-
sure.

Gurnoor Brar was
the most effective pacer,

|[ WARM-UP GAME|

Indian bowlers make comeback after
poor first session; SLC XI post 363/8

P
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while Mohammed Siraj
and Prasidh Krishna
appeared rusty on their
return to red-ball cricket.
Captain Shubman Gill
missed the day’s play
because of an impact
injury suffered during

i
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Manav Suthar was the best of the India bowlers on show.

training.

Kuldeep recovered
strongly after an expen-
sive opening spell, vary-
ing his pace effectively to
claim two wickets. Manav
Suthar bowled economi-
cally and also impressed,

HIGHLIGHT

® Sri Lanka posted 363
for eight as India’s attack
struggled for consistency.

© Kuldeep Yadav found
rhythm late, leading
India’s spin-driven
recovery in Colombo
impressively.

while Ravindra Jadeja
picked up two wickets
despite lacking his usual
control.

Sonal Dinusha
strengthened the hosts’
position with a composed
52, adding 64 runs along-
side Ramesh Mendis.
Dinusha handled Kuldeep
confidently and struck a
commanding straight six.

The performance left
coach Gautam Gambhir
with several questions
ahead of India’s forth-
coming assignments.

| COMMONWEALTH GAMES |

Never thought I will get such reception: Arundhati on warm we

Press Trust Of India

KOTA: Commonwealth
Games gold-winning
boxer Arundhati Chaud-
hary (70kg) was left emo-
tionally overwhelmed as
her hometown of Kota,
which is better known as
a coaching hub for medi-
cal and engineering stu-
dents, laid out the red car-
pet to welcome her after
her gutsy performance in
Glasgow.
Arundhati’s

tremen-

dous run at the event

included  wins over
world championship
bronze-winner Chan-

telle Reid in the finals.
She upstaged defending
champion Rosie Eccles in
the semifinals.

A visibly emotional
and exhausted Arundhati,
who had been on a cele-
bratory 250km road jour-
ney from Jaipur to Kota,
offered her medal to her
mother Sunita on finally
reaching her home base.

oo

I earlier thought
such enthusiastic
and supportive
environment for
sports existed only in
Haryana, but now it
is nol so, it does exist
in Rajasthan also

Arundhati Chaudhary
Commonwealth Games
gold-winning boxer

lcome al home

“I earlier thought such
enthusiastic and sup-
portive environment for
sports existed only in
Haryana, but now it is not
so, it does exist in Rajas-
than also. It is for the first
time that I received such
a welcome from public
as well as government in
Rajasthan,” she said on
reaching here on Thurs-
day night.

“Cutting weight was a
persistent difficulty,” she
noted.

If I get clearance from
the government that
my security will be
ensured, I am happy
to go back.
Shakib Al Hasan

Former Bangladesh
cricket captain

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

TRIUMPH AFTER TURMOIL

Sneha loses six-shot lead but beat Vani
to win 11th leg of Women’s Pro Golf Tour

o

ro|m"

HOSUR: Sneha Singh overcame a dra-
matic final-round collapse to defeat
Vani Kapoor on the first playoff hole
and win the 11th leg of the Hero Wom-
en’s Pro Golf Tour. She began the day
four shots ahead and stretched her
advantage to six after 12 holes. How-
ever, consecutive double bogeys on
the 13th and 14th erased her cushion,
while Vani and Nayanika Sanga moved

into contention. Needing par at the
18th to win outright, Sneha dropped a
shot, finishing level with Vani at three-
under 210. She then regained her com-
posure and sealed victory in the play-
off, ending an 18-month title drought.
Nayanika, Smriti Bhargav and ama-
teur Ayesha Gupta shared third place.
Ridhima Dilawari retained Order of
Merit lead after 11 events. PTI

CHAMPIONS S

EEK MOMENTUM

Stubbs demands fast start as Sunrisers
chase fourth SA20 crown

JOHANNESBURG:  Sunrisers Eastern
Cape captain Tristan Stubbs wants the
defending champions to begin strongly
as they pursue another SA20 title. The
three-time winners open Season 5
against Pretoria Capitals on January 17 in
Ggeberha, repeating last season’s final.
Stubbs believes the high-profile contest
will demand immediate intensity and
help establish the tournament’s early
momentum. A Ggeberha native, Stubbs
expects another packed, orange-clad
crowd to energise the team at its home
venue. The competition will run until
February 21, with the final also sched-
uled in Ggeberha. Stubbs described the
squad as settled but identified Mitch-
ell van Buuren and JP King as possible
breakout performers. He backed both
youngsters to seize their opportunities
whenever selected and make decisive
contributions during the season.pTI

BRAZILIAN STEALS SHOW

Rodriguinho scores five as SC Delhi
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RANCHI: Brazilian forward Rodriguinho
scored five goals on a sensational debut
as SC Delhi routed Defenders FC 7-0 in
their Durand Cup Group C encounter.
The emphatic victory lifted Delhi to the
top of the standings with six points from
two matches, strengthening their quar-
terfinal prospects. Defenders ended
their campaign without a point after
three consecutive defeats. Rodrigu-
inho completed a remarkable hat-trick

crush defenders FC 7-0

within 13 minutes, combining sharp
movement with clinical left-footed fin-
ishing. Mohammed Aimen added the
fourth before halftime after controlling
Lalrinliana Hnamte’s pass and lifting the
ball over the goalkeeper. Rodriguinho
struck twice late, while substitute Juan
Sebastian Pefia also scored, sealing a
commanding performance and mem-
orable victory for Delhi in front of an
appreciative home crowd in Ranchi. pTi

CHAMPION RULES COURSE

Joshi dominates J&K Open with

commanding n

SRINAGAR: Khalin Joshi produced a
composed five-under 66 to secure a
commanding nine-shot victory in the
Rs one crore J&K Open at Royal Springs
Golf Course. The 33-year-old Benga-
luru golfer finished on 24-under 260,
earning his eighth professional title
and second triumph of the 2026 DP
World PGTI season. He collected Rs 15

ine-shot victory

s

lakh and rose five places to eighth in
the rankings. Delhi’s Rashid Khan fin-
ished runner-up at 15-under 269, while
Shubham Jaglan placed third, one shot
behind. Starting with a six-shot lead,
Joshi overcame early nerves after miss-
ing the opening fairway. Successive
birdies on the third and fourth holes
restored his confidence. PTI
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Ashmita, Rakshitha book Korea
Masters semifinal showdown

Ashmita Chaliha stunned top seed Hina Akechi, while Rakshitha Ramraj defeated Tanvi
Sharma to ensure an Indian women’s singles finalist at Korea Masters this week.

Press Trust Of India

Ashmita survived
alate comeback to
defeat world number
22 Hina Akechi.

ASAN: India’s Ashmita
Chaliha and Rakshitha
Ramraj will face each
other in the women’s sin-
gles semifinals of the USD
250,000 Korea Masters
Super 300 badminton
tournament after record-
ing determined quarterfi-
nal victories on Friday.
World No. 50 Ashmita
delivered the tourna-
ment’s biggest upset by
defeating Japanese top
seed and World No. 22
Hina Akechi 20-22, 21-15,
21-19 at the Asan Yi Sun-sin
Gymnasium. The victory
also allowed Ashmita to
avenge her defeat in their
previous meeting at last
year’s Malaysia Super 100.
The opening game
remained closely con-
tested. Ashmita recovered
from an early deficit, drew
level several times and
earned a game point at
20-19. She failed to convert
it, however, allowing Hina
to claim three consecutive
points and take the game.
Ashmita responded
impressively in the sec-
ond, winning six straight
points after the score
reached 7-7. She main-
tained her composure
despite Hina reducing the
deficit and forced a decid-

Ashmita Chaliha

ing game.

The Indian raced
to a 9-3 advantage in
the decider and later
extended her lead to 18-11.
Hina mounted a strong
fightback by claiming six
consecutive points, but
Ashmita held her nerve
to complete a memorable
win.

Rakshitha also dis-
played remarkable resil-
ience, recovering from a
game down to overcome
third seed Tanvi Sharma
18-21, 21-19, 21-18 in a con-
test lasting more than
an hour. It marked Rak-
shitha’s fourth victory
over Tanvi, who won her
maiden BWF title at the
Taipei Open last week.

Rakshitha surrendered
a 13-8 lead in the opening
game as Tanvi produced
a spirited comeback. The
second game was fiercely
contested, but Rakshitha
converted her second
game point to force a
decider.

With the scores tied
at 14-14 in the final game,
three unforced errors from
Tanvi handed Rakshitha
a decisive advantage. She
sealed the contest after
another mistake from her
opponent.

India’s men’s doubles
challenge ended after
Krishna Prasad Garaga and
Pruthvi  Krishnamurthy
Roy lost 7-21, 8-21 to Malay-
sians Man Wei Chong and
Soh Wooi Yik.

Ajinkya Rahane
advises India to attack
Sri Lanka’s spinners

Press Trust Of India

Former captain says
adaptability and pos-
itive intent will define
India’s Test success.

BENGALURU: Former
India captain Ajinkya
Rahane has urged the
national team’s batters
to adopt a proactive
approach against Sri
Lanka’s spinners during
the two-Test series begin-
ning in Galle on August
15.

Rahane, who con-
tributed significantly to
India’s 3-0 sweep in Sri
Lanka in 2017, said first-
day pitches are generally
good for batting. How-
ever, he warned that
excessive defensiveness
could allow the home
side’s quality spinners to
dominate.

He stressed that
every batter requires
an individual plan and
must remain positive,
noting that home teams
are always difficult to
defeat.

The recently retired
cricketer also highlighted
how T20 innovations
have transformed Test
batting, with scoops,
reverse  sweeps and
switch hits now used reg-
ularly. He believes quickly
adapting between for-
mats has become essen-
tial for modern players.

Rahane observed that
bowlers are similarly

FASTFACTS

@ Indian batters must
avoid excessive caution
on spin-friendly
pitches, Rahane firmly
warns.

®Retired veteran
remains eager to play,
coach and mentor
emerging cricketers
globally.

evolving, employing wob-
ble-seam deliveries, york-
ers and other variations
more frequently in Tests.

Although retired from
top-level cricket, the
38-year-old remains keen
to play while maintain-
ing his fitness. He also
expressed interest in
mentoring or coaching,
saying his experience
helps him understand
players’ emotions, reac-
tions and challenges.
Rahane hopes to share
his  knowledge  with
young cricketers and con-
tinue learning while con-
tributing  meaningfully
to the sport in India and
around the world.

|ISACRIFICE FUELS SUCCESS|

Family sacrifices propel
Kamaljeet’s Asian Games dream

Press Trust Of India

Kamaljeet overcame
injury and financial
hardship to secure
maiden Asian Games
selection.

NEW DELHI: Shooter
Kamaljeet is preparing for
his maiden Asian Games
after overcoming injury,
financial hardship and
the pressure of changing
sporting disciplines.

The 22-year-old from
Rewari initially pursued
athletics, but an injury
ended his track career.
He turned to shooting in
2019, supported by his
parents, uncle and village
coach, who taught him
the sport from the begin-
ning.

belonging
to a middle-class fam-
ily, Kamaljeet’s parents

Despite

funded his training,
course fees and interna-
tional competitions. He
sometimes  considered
leaving the 50m pistol
event, but their unwav-
ering support kept his

ambitions alive.

His breakthrough
came with junior world
championship gold in
Changwon in 2023. An
individual silver at this
year’s Asian Champion-
ships further established
him among India’s lead-
ing shooters.

No Indian umpire
at Hockey WC
after 28 years

NEW DELHI: The absence
of an Indian umpire or tech-
nical official at the upcoming
FIH Men’s Hockey World
Cup after nearly three
decades has left former
international officials dis-
appointed, with veterans
saying the focus should be
on a structured pathway.
For the first time since the
1998 World Cup in Utrecht,
the tournament, beginning
on August 15 in the Nether-
lands and Belgium, will not
have any Indian umpire or
technical official. European
countries account for the
bulk of the panel. India has
produced only four men’s
World Cup umpires in the
modern era -- Amarjit Singh
Bawa (1990), Tarlok Singh
Bhullar (1994), Satinder
Sharma (2002, 2006, 2010)
and R V Raghu Prasad (2010,
2014, 2018 and 2023).

| WORLD ATHLETICS U20 CHAMPIONSHIPS |

Ashfaq breaks UZO national record in 400m

Press Trust Of India

The 19-year-old Ash-
faq clocked 45.81 sec-
onds to finish second
behind USA’s Jayden
DeLeon (45.63s) in the
first round heat 5 and
fourth overall to make
it to the semifinals.

EUGENE (USA):
Mohommed Ashfaq
broke the U20 national
record to qualify for the
men’s 400m semifinals
while Amanat Kamboj
finished sixth in women’s
discus throw finals with
a personal best effort
on the second day of
the World Athletics U20
Championships here.
The 19-year-old Ash-
faq clocked 45.81 seconds
to finish second behind
USA’s Jayden DeLeon

(45.63s) in the first round
heat 5 and fourth overall
to make it to the semifi-
nals.

Ashfaq bettered his
own previous national
record of 46.05 seconds,
set earlier this season in
April.

Compatriot Piyush
Raj, however, failed to
proceed after finishing
fifth in Heat 6 and 35th

4 €

overall with a time of
47.78 seconds.

In the women’s discus
final, the 18-year-old Kam-
boj’s first round throw of
53.24m, her lifetime best,
was good enough for a
sixth-place finish.

Su Yixin of China
won the gold with
61.06m, while Jaslene
Massey (58.41m) of USA
and Marina Hadjicosta

(54.88m) of Cyprus took
the silver and bronze
respectively.

In men’s high jump,
Basant qualified for the
finals after finishing fifth
in the qualification round
Group A and 11th overall
with a best clearance of
2.14m.

Compatriot K
Ambriesh, however,
bowed out as he man-
aged to clear just 2.05m
for a 12th place finish in
the qualification round
Group B and 24th over-
all. He failed to clear
2.10m in all three of his
attempts.

Meanwhile, Anshu
missed out on a place
in the women’s shot put
final after finishing ninth
in her qualification group
and 14th overall with a
throw of 15.24m.

of UBS Athletics Kids Cup

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Two-time
Olympic medallist Neeraj
Chopra has become
co-owner of the UBS Ath-
letics Kids Cup after serv-
ing as its ambassador for
two seasons.

The grassroots ini-
tiative introduces chil-
dren to sport through
enjoyable, inclusive and
accessible competitions.

| CHAMPIONING YOUNG DREAMS|

Neeraj Chopra becomes co-owner

It has reached more
than 250,000 partici-

pants from over 2,500
schools across five cities,

with girls accounting for
nearly half of all partici-
pants.

Chopra said witness-
ing the programme’s
influence convinced him
to deepen his involve-
ment. He believes every
child deserves an oppor-
tunity to discover talent,
develop confidence and
experience the wider
benefits of physical
activity.
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Student gunman Kills seven in
Thailand school shooting

A 14-year-old student killed five school staff members and his two grandparents
before taking his own life.

Press Trust Of India

NONTHABURI: A student
shot several people at a high
school outside Bangkok
on Friday morning, killing
at least five and wounding
several others, according
to authorities, who said the
gunman also appeared to
have separately killed his
two grandparents. The gun-
man took his own life, offi-
cials said.

Five school staff mem-
bers, including teachers
and administrators, died
in the shooting around
10 am at Debsirin Non-
thaburi School in Non-
thaburi province north-
west of Bangkok, Deputy
Interior Minister Polapee
Suwunchwee said at the
scene. The shooter also
killed his two grand-

s 2000 0 SN
Schoolchild
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parents at home prior
to the school shooting,
Suwunchwee said.

Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul, speaking
after touring the school,
confirmed reports that
the shooter was 14 years
old and killed himself. He
said the boy, who lived
with his grandparents,
had shown signs of stress
connected to school. The
gun, described by police
as small and compact,
was legally registered to
his grandfather, he said.

About an hour after the
shooting, people stood
outside comforting one
another as police and
first responders walked
around the co-educational
state school, which has an
enrolment of about 3,000
students ranging from 12

to 18 years old. A witness
told reporters that stu-
dents hid inside a class-
room while they heard
gunshots from another
building before police offi-
cers knocked on the door
and cleared a way for
them to leave the build-
ing. Bangyai Hospital,
about 5 kilometres from
the school, said 23 people
were injured and 10 were
in critical condition, with
most suffering gunshot
wounds. Earlier reports
gave conflicting casualty
numbers. After the school
shooting, police went to
the home of the shoo-
ter’s grandparents but
the door was locked and
there was no response
to their calls, regional
police Commander Wat-
tana Yeejeen said. Officers

ren walk on a road outside a school where deaths and injuries wére reported after a shooting in Thailand’s Nonthaburi province.

FASTFACTS

® The shooting took
place at Debsirin
Nonthaburi School near
Bangkok, using a small,
legally registered

gun belonging to his
grandfather.

eOfficials stated the
boy had shown signs of
school-related stress,
while the incident
highlights Thailand’s
high rate of civilian
gun ownership.

broke the door lock and
found both the grandpar-
ents had died of apparent
gunshot wounds, Wat-
tana said. Several family
members of the alleged
shooter, including his
uncle and sisters of the

grandfather who were at
the family home while
police investigated, said
he usually kept to himself
and was a good student.
The family members said
they were unaware of any
troubles he faced at home
or school.

Thailand has one of
the highest rates of gun
ownership in Asia, sec-
ond only to Pakistan but
far surpassing its South-
east Asian neighbours.
Data collected in 2017 by
the groups Small Arms
Survey and GunPolicy.
org in their last extensive
international study found
civilian gun ownership
in Thailand was about
15.1 guns per 100 people,
compared with less than
one per 100 in neighbour-
ing Malaysia.

Pakistan, Saudi,
Turkiye sign
defence pact

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and Tur-
kiye on Friday signed a
key joint defence agree-
ment under which an
attack against one of
them will be treated
as an attack against all
of them, amid increas-
ing security concerns
in the wake of esca-
lating tensions in
West Asia.

Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan signed the
pact after the Makkah
Al-Mukarramah Summit
for Joint Defence held
at the Al-Safa Palace in
Islam’s holiest city of
Mecca, according to a
joint statement.

Press Trust Of India

Ukrainian drones
struck a Wildberries
warehouse in the Ural
Mountains, causing a
fire and 800 evacua-
tions with no injuries.

MOSCOW: Ukrainian
long-range drones hit a
warehouse in the Ural
Mountains belonging to
Russia’s biggest online
retailer, more than 2,000
kilometres from the two
countries’ border, local
officials and the com-
pany said Friday. Ukraine
has regularly hit targets
in the distant Urals this
year and has even struck

| RUSSIA UKRAINE WAR |

Russian retail giant’s warehouse
burns after Ukraine’s drone attack

Firefighters put out a fire after Russian missiles hit a warehouse

a Russian oil refinery in
western Siberia, nearly
2,500 kilometres from
the border. The attacks
are examples of how Kyiv
has used drone innova-
tion as a key part of its
response to the inva-
sion by its much bigger

in Kyiv, Ukraine.

enemy more than four
years ago. Its successes
have drawn interna-
tional interest and drone
cooperation agreements
with nine countries,
with further deals being
negotiated with 15 other
countries, according to

FASTFACTS

® The strike is part
of Kyiv’s strategy to
target distant Russian
infrastructure and
secure international
defense partnerships.

®President Zelenskyy
announced that

10 countries are
developing a joint
European anti-ballistic
shield and domestic
missiles.

Kyiv officials. A Wild-
berries warehouse in
Yekaterinburg, Russia’s
fourth-largest city, was
set ablaze by the attack,
the company said.

| SYRIA EXPLOSION |

Syria minibus blast

Press Trust Of India

DAMASCUS: Syria’s Health
Ministry said Friday that
14 people were wounded,
three of them critically,
but that there were no
fatalities in the explosion
of a minivan taxi a day
earlier in a Damascus
suburb.

The Health Ministry
had said Thursday night
that two people were
killed in the blast. In a
statement Friday, it said
the fatalities had been
incorrectly recorded
based on three severed
limbs that were pulled
from the wreckage.
After  further

investi-

gation, the limbs were
determined to belong to
living patients who were
undergoing surgery, the
statement said. Officials
said the explosion in Jara-
mana was caused by an
explosive device planted
in the minivan taxi, which
was carrying passengers
at the time of the blast. A

little-known group calling
itself Minbar Ansar al-Ra-
soul issued a statement
claiming responsibility for
the attack. Syrian author-
ities have not announced
any arrests or the results
of their investigation into
the bombing. Jaramana,
which is home to a large
population of the Druze

OO

The fatalities had
been incorrectly
recorded based
on three severed
limbs that were
pulled from the
wreckage.
Syria’s Health Ministry

religious minority, has
faced tensions between
some members of the
community and Sunni
Muslim Syrians supportive
of the country’s current
Islamist-led government.

deaths

Tensions flared in April
2025, when at least 10 peo-
ple were killed in sectar-
ian clashes between Druze
gunmen and pro-govern-
ment fighters. The appar-
ent bombing attack, the
third in just over a month,
is the latest of several chal-
lenges that interim Pres-
ident Ahmad al-Sharaa
has faced since coming to
power in December 2024
after leading an insur-
gency that overthrew the
Assad dynasty and ended
its half-century rule. In
early July, two explosions
wounded at least 18 peo-
ple during French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron’s
landmark visit to Syria.

.'

“As far as sanctions are concerned,
let me tell you directly: Serbia has
established its policy. Serbia’s
stand has not changed and this will
remain so for the time being.”

Aleksandar Vucic
Serbia’s President

Briefs
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US ICE BODY CAMERAS
ICE will release body camera video only when
seen in agency’s ‘best interests, policy says

IOWA CITY : Immigration and Customs
Enforcement is moving to equip offi-
cers with body cameras in the next
two months but the agency’s policy
gives it broad control over what foot-
age will be made public by specifying
any releases must be in its “best inter-
ests.” After years of delays, ICE said
its field officers nationwide will have
body-worn cameras by the end of Sep-
tember. The rollout comes after recent
fatal shootings by officers enforcing
President Donald Trump’s immigra-
tion crackdown have intensified pres-
sure for accountability that the cam-
eras could provide.

But the agency’s body-worn camera
policy could mean taxpayers who are
pitching in tens of millions of dollars
to pay for the cameras may be kept
in the dark about some high-profile

confrontations, at least in their imme-
diate aftermath. The policy says ICE
will promptly release video of shoot-
ings and other encounters in which its
agents cause death or serious injury
only after determining “it is in the best
interests of the agency” to do so. That
gives its director discretion to release
recordings that reflect well on the
agency’s image while working to keep
others secret, experts on body camera
policies said.

Such selective releases are routine
in some law enforcement agencies but
usually not so clearly contemplated in
policy, according to professor Chris-
topher Schneider of Brandon Uni-
versity in Canada, a co-author of the
new book “Police Body-Worn Cam-
eras: Media and the New Discourse of
Police Reform.”

UK MIGRANTS
Police officers bitten,

spal at in anli-migrant
protests in UK town

LONDON: A UK police force said on
Friday that its officers have been
tackling serious violence, includ-
ing being bitten and spat at by
protesters, over days of anti-mi-
grant clashes at a town in eastern
England. Norfolk Constabulary
condemned the violence over three
nights of disorder at Thetford as
protesters targeted properties they
believed were housing asylum seek-
ers. Four people were arrested and
a 68-year-old man has been charged
with possession of an offensive
weapon, namely a wooden bat,
since the protests turned violent on
Tuesday night.

“As police intervened, members
of the group became physically
aggressive towards officers - two
were taken to hospital after a male
officer was struck with a rock and
a female officer was seriously bit-
ten, breaking the skin. A third
officer was also spat at,” Norfolk
Police said. Properties have been
damaged in the protests, including
windows being smashed and fences
broken, as people attempted to
break into residential properties.

LANKA PRISON CLASH

3 inmates Kkilled, over 20
injured in fresh prison
clashes in Sri Lanka

COLOMBO: Three inmates were killed
and 23 others injured in separate
clashes at two prisons in Sri Lanka
over the past 24 hours, officials said on
Friday. The clashes were the latest in a
series of incidents of prison unrest in
the island nation over the past month,
which the public security minister
has said are suspected to be part of
an organised plot. At the Kuruwita
prison, 60 kms southeast of Colombo,
two inmates were killed and 13 others
injured on Friday after a violent situa-
tion, officials said.

“The immediate trigger for the
unrest appears to have been the detec-
tion of a package containing narcotics
and the subsequent arrest. It is evident
that this was a response to the govern-
ment’s anti-narcotics drive,” Justice
Minister Harshana Nanayakkara told
reporters. The injured are receiving
treatment at Ratnapura Hospital.
Hours before the incident, a similar
tense unrest took place at Colombo’s
Magazine Prison.At around 10:00 pm
on Thursday, about 40 inmates rioted
after breaking through a section, Pub-
lic Security Minister Ananda Wijepala
told parliament.

CUBA BLACKOUTS
As blackouts stretch for days, life in Cuba
revolves around small bursts of electricity

HAVANA: A 20-minute burst of elec-
tricity is a small miracle in Havana
nowadays — a miracle that some-
times comes at 3 am. That’s when
72-year-old Leidis Rodriguez franti-
cally cooked beans after the lights
switched on this week following
hours of uninterrupted blackouts.

“The power has come back on,
everyone go!” Rodriguez shouted.
In the wake of sometimes dayslong
blackouts in Cuba — fuelled by the
oil blockade imposed by the Trump
administration in January — Cubans
are planning their lives around the
lights turning back on. Those small
bursts of relief last a few minutes or
a few hours. They come at any time,

day or night. Increasingly, electric-
ity flicks on when Rodriguez and
her 4i-year-old daughter, Yaimara
Matos, would normally be asleep.
When the power comes on, the fam-
ily stops everything they’re doing.
“You want to do everything at the
same time — wash clothes, iron,
cook, tidy the rooms, because it’s
impossible in the dark, and even get
a little relief from the heat,” Matos
said. “What we used to do in 10
hours, we now have to do in two.”
That’s the case for Cubans across
the island, whose lives have been
transformed by one of the worst
crises the island has seen since the
Cuban revolution.



