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‘20 may cut mileage by up to 5
pc but offers cleaner combustion’

The ministry urged consumers not to be influenced by misinformation regarding E20.

Press Trust Of India

It said the program-
me’s objective was to
reduce India’s depen-
dence on imported
crude, improve

price stability and
strengthen energy
security rather than
lower pump prices.

NEW DELHI: Petrol
blended with 20 per cent
ethanol (E20) can reduce
fuel economy by 3-5 per
cent in some vehicles, the
Oil Ministry said on Friday,
but argued the impact is
outweighed by benefits,
including a higher octane
rating, superior anti-knock
characteristics, faster com-
bustion, better pickup,
smoother  acceleration,
cleaner engine operation,
and lower lifecycle carbon
emissions. In a detailed

question-and-answer doc-
ument issued to counter
criticism of the Etha-
nol Blended Petrol Pro-
gramme, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
said E20 was a “cleaner,
higher-quality and more
efficient fuel” than E10 or
pure petrol and had been
rolled out only after years
of scientific testing, con-
sultations with automo-
bile manufacturers and
the expansion of domestic
ethanol production.

The ministry rejected
concerns that the pro-

gramme had been imple-
mented too quickly, saying
India’s ethanol blending
initiative dates back to
pilot projects launched
in 2001, with 5 per cent
blending introduced in
parts of the country by
2006.

While ethanol blending
remained around 1.5 per
cent until 2014, the gov-
ernment accelerated pro-
duction after introducing
the National Policy on Bio-
fuels in 2018 and expand-
ing feedstocks beyond sug-
arcane. India achieved 10

The Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas
has said that E20 petrol
is currently costlier to
produce than pure petrol
at prevailing global crude
oil prices, but the ethanol
blending programme

is helping shield Indian
consumers from glohal
oil price volatility while
strengthening the coun-
try’s long-term energy
security.

per cent ethanol blending
in 2022, ahead of sched-
ule, and reached 20 per
cent blending during the
2025-26 ethanol supply
year after investments in
dedicated ethanol plants,
storage and logistics, the
ministry said.

Addressing  concerns
over older vehicles, the
ministry said E20 under-
went extensive testing

covering engine durabil-
ity, fuel systems, material
compatibility, corrosion
resistance, drivability
and emissions before its
nationwide rollout.

It cited feedback from
automobile manufac-
turers, including Maruti
Suzuki and Hero Moto-
Corp, saying they had not
reported E20-related cor-
rosion, abnormal wear or
component-life  damage
in vehicles serviced under
real-world conditions.

The ministry also dis-
missed demands for petrol
pumps to offer multiple
fuel grades such as pure
petrol, E10 and E20, say-
ing maintaining parallel
nationwide supply chains
would increase logistics
costs and complicate fuel
distribution across India’s
network of more than
100,000 retail outlets.

Litigant forcibly removed
from SC courtroom

—

Press Trust Of India

No immediate order
regarding the incident
has been passed in the
open court so far.

NEW DELHI: In a dramatic
turn of events, a litigant
appearing in person was
forcibly removed from the
Supreme Court on Friday
after he allegedly hurled
abuses and threw his legal
papers during the hearing
of his petition challeng-
ing an Allahabad High
Court order. The incident
occurred before a par-
tial working day bench
comprising justices K V
Viswanathan and Alok
Aradhe. At the outset, the
litigant adopted an unusu-
ally confrontational tone.

“Mr judicial servant.
I order you to order the
registration of an FIR

against the ACP Luc-
know,” the litigant, who
was wearing a black coat
without a lawyer’s band,
said while addressing the
bench. “You are ordering
me? You are ordering us?”
asked a visibly surprised
Justice Viswanathan.

“That is all from my
side. Everything is on
record,” the litigant said
and hurled an unparlia-
mentary abuse before
allegedly throwing his
case papers into the air.

A security person
immediately inter-
vened, overpowered and
removed him from the
courtroom, allowing the
proceedings to continue.

NEWSLINE
LONDON

Shubman gets
invite to walch
Wimbledon
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Test and ODI skipper
Shubman Gill has joined
an elite list of Indian crick-
eters to get an invitation
to watch Wimbledon from
the Royal Box.

Gill will be the fourth
Indian captain  after
Sachin Tendulkar, Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma to
get the coveted invitation.

Gill, who is currently
with the Indian cricket
team in England for the
upcoming  three-match
ODI series, also witnessed
another global sporting
spectacle recently -- the
British Grand Prix at the
Silverstone Circuit.

Telegram submits reply on
username feature notice

Press Trust Of India

Notably, over the last
few days, Meta and
Telegram have also
faced regulatory scru-
tiny on multiple other
fronts.

NEW DELHI: After What-
sApp, messaging platform
Telegram has also submit-
ted its reply to the IT Min-
istry’s notice on the ‘user-
name’ feature, according
to sources. Submissions of
both WhatsApp and Tele-

Te/eﬁr:. F

gram are currently being
examined by the govern-
ment, sources told PTI.

The username feature
essentially allows people
on the messaging plat-
forms to communicate
without sharing their
phone numbers.

On Thursday evening,

the government received
WhatsApp’s reply to the
notice on the ‘username’

feature. The reply of
Telegram has also been
received  subsequently,

they added. The content
of the responses could
not be immediately ascer-
tained, and there was no
official comment from
either company.

The IT Ministry issued
a notice to WhatsApp last
Wednesday, questioning
the Meta-owned platform’s
proposed username fea-

ture, as the government
flagged concerns that it
could materially increase
online fraud, phishing,
digital arrest scams, and
impersonation attacks.
The Centre had also
directed WhatsApp not to
launch the feature until
consultations on the issue
are completed “to the
satisfaction of the gov-
ernment”. WhatsApp had
subsequently assured the
government that it would
not roll it out in India until
discussions are complete.

| CHEQUE-BOUNCE CASES |

HC sentences Rajpal to jail

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
High Court on Friday
upheld the conviction
of actor Rajpal Yadav in
multiple cheque-bounce
cases and sentenced him
to three months’ impris-
onment. Justice Swarana
Kanta Sharma refused
to condone the “extra-
ordinary” delay of 1,894
days, or more than five
years, in filing petitions
against the conviction
and directed Yadav to pay
more than Rs 1 crore to
the complainant in each
of the seven complaints.

The judge, however,
clarified that around Rs 2
crore already paid by the
actor shall be adjusted,
and kept the sentence in
abeyance for two months
to give Yadav time to
approach the appellate
court against the deci-
sion. In the 108-page

verdict, Justice Sharma
observed that Yadav
repeatedly failed to hon-
our his undertakings on
making payment to the
complainant, M/s Murali
Projects Pvt Ltd.

“What is even more
significant is that, on the
date when the hearing in
the present petitions con-
cluded, petitioner No. 1
(Yadav) stated before this
court that ‘he was not
willing to pay any amount
to the complainant and
would rather go to jail
five times than return the
money’,” the court noted
in the judgement.
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An artist performs Kathakali at Bhavan’s School as part of an initiative by SPIC MACAY, to bring culture and arts
closer to children, at Elamakkara, in Kochi, Bengaluru, Friday. | Photo PTI

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Jal Shakti
Ministry on Friday high-
lighted Chhattisgarh’s
Balod district as a remark-
able example of commu-
nity-driven water conser-
vation under Jal Sanchay

| CHHATISGARH'S BALOD |

‘Jan Bhagidari gives fresh
push to Catch the Rain drive’

Jan Bhagidari (JSJB) 2.0
after it created more than
2.84 lakh water conserva-
tion and recharge struc-
tures. The ministry, in a
statement, said Balod’s
Jan Bhagidari model has
given new momentum to
the ‘Catch the Rain’ move-

ment, in line with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
appeal during the 135th
episode of Mann Ki Baat
to sustain the nationwide
water conservation cam-
paign. It said the district
created 2,84,917 water
conservation and recharge

structures between June
2025 and May 2026 with
active participation of
gram panchayats, local
communities and the dis-
trict administration, sig-
nificantly enhancing its
capacity to capture and
conserve rainwater.

| ORDER |

NG'T restrain Raipur Cricket Stadium from
carrving on any further sports activily

Press Trust Of India

NGT restrains sports
activity at 3 stadiums
for ignoring notices
about groundwater use.

NEW DELHI: The National
Green  Tribunal  has
restrained three cricket
stadiums from carrying out
any sports activity without
its permission, saying they
failed to respond despite

FACTFILE

® The matter has been
posted for further
proceedings on Aug 17.

notices from the Central
Ground Water Authority
and the tribunal regarding
the use of groundwater.
The green body passed
the interim order in the
matter regarding the use
of groundwater or fresh

water to maintain cricket
grounds instead of the
sewage treatment plant
(STP)-treated water, and
against not installing rain-
water harvesting systems
for groundwater storage,
discharge and restoration.
The CGWA’s counsel
said that these three stadi-
ums have been repeatedly
served, yet they have not
filed a response.
“Therefore, in

such

circumstances, by way
of interim direction, we
restrain  the following

three stadiums -- Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh Inter-
national Stadium, Raipur;
Sawai Mansingh Stadium,
Jaipur; and D Y Patil Sta-
dium, Mumbai - from car-
rying on any further sports
activity in the stadium
without the leave of the
tribunal till the next date of
hearing,” it added.

| MAHARASHTRA ATS SAYS |

‘Pak gangster lured youths
through social media’

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The Maharash-
tra Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS), which is question-
ing 112 persons allegedly
linked to Pakistan-based
gangster Shahzad Bhatti,
on Friday said that he
and his associates used
social media platforms
to brainwash and recruit
youngsters. Teams from 14
units of the counter-terror
agency launched a coor-

dinated multi-city oper-
ation earlier in the day,
rounding up 112 suspects
for interrogation, officials
said. As per a preliminary
probe, Bhatti, along with
his alleged associates,
Abid Jaat alias Abid Chal,
Ajmal Gujar, Mohammad
Memon, Rana Hussain,
Ashraf Basheer Alam
and others, attempted to
establish a network among
youngsters through social
media platforms, includ-

ing Facebook, Instagram,
Telegram and WhatsApp,
they said. The accused
allegedly circulated pro-
vocative religious content
to influence youths, par-
ticularly those who were
unemployed, and lured
them with promises of
financial assistance in an
attempt to involve them
in activities such as infor-
mation gathering, drugs
and arms smuggling, an
official said.

GARHWA

Man killed in
elephant attack

A 50-year-old man died
after being attacked by
a wild elephant in Jhark-
hand’s Garhwa district
on Friday, officials said.
The incident took place in
Sinjo village under Ranka
police station limits, when
an elephant struck Indra-
dev Yadav with its trunk,
after he stepped out of his
house, they said.

“The body was handed
over to his family mem-
bers after post-mortem
examination,” Ranka
police station officer-in-
charge Ravi Keshri said.

Ranka Forest Ranger
Ajay Toppo said the vic-
tim’s family has been pro-
vided Rs 1 lakh as imme-
diate relief, while the rest
of the compensation will
be given after completing
other formalities.

PATNA

BYP’s Bankipur
bypoll nominee
withdraws
candidature

BJP’s Bankipur assem-
bly bypoll nominee
Abhishek Kumar Sinha
on Friday withdrew his
candidature citing family
reasons, a day after filing
nomination. The saffron
party had on Tuesday
named the youth wing
leader as its candidate for
the bypoll to the assem-
bly constituency in Bihar,
which fell vacant follow-
ing the resignation of BJP
national president Nitin
Nabin. “The BJP had made
me the NDA candidate for
the bypoll to the Bankipur
assembly seat. I express
my gratitude to the cen-
tral and state leadership.
However, due to family
reasons, I am unable to
contest the bypoll,” he
told a press conference
here.
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Ramvichar Netam
Agriculture Minister

ED attaches Rs 940 crore
assets in Mahadev App case

ED intensifies money laundering probe in Mahadev betting scandal.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has inten-
sified its crackdown in
the Mahadev betting app
money laundering case
by attaching movable and
immovable assets worth
approximately Rs 940.77
crore belonging to entities
owned and controlled by
accused Vikas Garg and
his family members. The
action was carried out
by the ED’s Raipur Zonal
Office under the provi-
sions of the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002. According
to the ED, the attached
properties include residen-
tial buildings, land parcels,

Ring ol online world

equity shares, securities,
and other financial assets
allegedly acquired using
proceeds of crime gener-
ated through illegal online
betting operations. The
investigation was initiated
on the basis of FIRs regis-
tered by the Chhattisgarh
Police in Durg, along with
police authorities in And-
hra Pradesh, West Bengal,

and other states. The FIRs
alleged criminal conspir-
acy, cheating, forgery, and
other offences against the
operators, promoters,
and associates linked to
the Mahadev Online Book
betting network. The ED’s
probe found that the bet-
ting syndicate operated
through a franchise-based
panel system managed

FACTFILE

© Assets worth Rs

940 crore attached,
investigation continues
against accused.

from abroad and allegedly
generated illegal proceeds
exceeding Rs 450 crore
every month. Investigators
also uncovered that funds
earned through Mahadev
Online Book and SkyEx-
change were laundered
using a complex web of
shell companies, accom-
modation entries, and
layered financial transac-
tions to disguise the ille-
gal money as legitimate
income. The agency stated

that nearly Rs 940.77 crore
in proceeds of crime was
routed through various
entities controlled by Vikas
Garg and subsequently
invested in shares, securi-
ties, and other high-value
assets. Earlier, the ED had
issued seven provisional
attachment orders and filed
prosecution  complaints,
including supplementary
complaints, before the Spe-
cial Court (PMLA) in Raipur,
which has already taken
cognisance of the money
laundering offence. With
the latest attachment, the
total value of assets seized
in the Mahadev betting app
case has risen to around Rs
3,800 crore, including for-
eign assets.

Two held for mobile snatching
by Purani Basti Police

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Purani Basti
Police have cracked a
mobile phone snatch-
ing case by arresting two
accused and recovering
the stolen Apple iPhone-15
along with the vehicle used
in the crime. The action
was taken under the guid-
ance of senior police offi-
cials of the West Zone as
part of an ongoing drive
to curb property-related
offences and apprehend
offenders. According to

police, complainant Adi-
tya Sharma, a resident of
Karan Nagar under DD
Nagar police station limits,
had reported that on the
night of July 2, while he
was walking with a friend,
unidentified youths trav-
elling in an e-rickshaw

stopped him, snatched the
Apple iPhone-15 from his
hand and fled. Based on
the complaint, Purani Basti
Police registered a case
under relevant provisions
of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita and launched an inves-
tigation.

RMC removes drain
encroachment

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation on Friday
launched action against
illegal encroachments in
the city’s Pandri Cloth
Market by removing an
unauthorised structure
built over a public drain
at Prakash Hosiery, one of
the oldest wholesale shops
in the area. According to
officials, the shop operator
had allegedly constructed
a platform over the drain,
resulting in obstruction of

its regular maintenance
and cleaning. The action
followed complaints

from local residents, who
claimed that the encroach-
ment was  preventing
proper water flow and
increasing the risk of water-
logging during the ongoing
monsoon season.

Senior Journalist
Vibhash Kumar Jha
awarded Ph.D. degree

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Senior Journal-
ist and media faculty
Vibhash Kumar Jha has
been awarded the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.) by Shri Shankar-
acharya Professional Uni-
versity, Bhilai (Durg dis-
trict). Dr. Jha successfully
completed his doctoral
research on the topic,
“Contribution of Osho in
Spiritual Communication:
A Comprehensive Study.”
The research was carried
out under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Dhanesh Joshi,
Research Director and
Head of the Department
of Journalism and Mass
Communication. It is the
second doctoral research
in India focusing on Osho
within the discipline of
Mass Communication.

Dr. Jha has been actively
associated with Hindi and
English journalism for

the past 38
years. In rec-
ognition of
his research-
o based jour-
i nalism, he
was awarded
the Chandulal Chandrakar
Fellowship by the Gov-
ernment of Chhattisgarh
in 2002, the National
Media Fellowship by the
National Foundation for
India, New Delhi in 2004,
and was selected for the
National Media Fellowship
by Makhanlal Chaturvedi
National University of Jour-
nalism and Communica-
tion, Bhopal in 2006. His
contributions to journal-
ism have earned him sev-
eral prestigious honours,
including the National
Sarojini Naidu Journalism
Award in 2008 and the
Bharatendu Harishchan-
dra Journalism Award con-
ferred by the Government
of India in 2010.

Central Chronicle News

BJP begins prep-
arations for 2028
Assembly elections
across Chhattisgarh.

RAIPUR: The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Friday stepped up prep-
arations for the 2028
Chhattisgarh ~ Assembly
elections by holding a
joint executive meeting
of all its 17 organisational
cells at the party’s state
headquarters, Kushabhau
Thakre Parisar, in Raipur.
The meeting focused on
strengthening the party
organisation, expand-
ing public outreach, and
ensuring that government
welfare schemes reach
every section of society.
The meeting, chaired by
BJP State President Kiran
Singh Deo, lasted nearly
two-and-a-half hours and

| 4 MANTRAS |

BJP frames 2028 poll
strategy, Sai shares 4 manira

fraray, ; QT
Q_Eﬁ:ﬁ =

was attended by Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai,
BJP Organisation Gen-
eral Secretary Pawan Sai,
office-bearers, and rep-
resentatives from all 17
party cells. During the
deliberations, the lead-
ership discussed future
organisational strategies
and assigned responsi-
bilities to various cells in
view of the 2028 Assem-
bly elections. Addressing
the media after the meet-
ing, Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai shared four guid-
ing principles for party
workers to follow while
working among the pub-
lic. He advised workers to

B

“keep ice on their heads”
by remaining calm and
composed, “keep sugar
candy in their mouths” by
speaking politely, “keep
a wheel on their feet” by
staying constantly active
in organisational work,
and maintain unwaver-
ing devotion to the party
to strengthen unity and
brotherhood. BJP State
President Kiran Singh Deo
said the party had earlier
conducted separate meet-
ings of its various fronts
and cells, while Friday’s
session brought together
representatives of all 17
cells on a common plat-
form.

| SURPRISE RAIDS |

Police conduct surprise raids at Raipur Spa centres

Central Chronicle News

Raipur police inten-
sify inspections to
prevent illegal spa
activities.

RAIPUR: In a major
enforcement drive to
maintain law and order
and prevent illegal activi-
ties, the Raipur Commis-
sionerate Police carried
out surprise inspections
at spa centres across the
western zone of the city.
The operation aimed to
ensure that all spa estab-

function in
with  pre-

lishments

accordance
scribed rules, statutory
provisions, and govern-
ment guidelines while
maintaining proper secu-
rity standards. The inspec-
tion drive was conducted
on the directions of Dep-
uty Commissioner of

i "

Police (West Zone) Sand-
eep Patel and was led by
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (West
Zone) Rahul Dev Sharma.
The joint team included
Assistant Commission-
ers of Police (West Zone),
Station House Officers
of Saraswati Nagar, Azad

FACTFILE

® Ten spa centres
inspected, operators
warned of strict action.

Chowk, and DD Nagar
police stations, along with
other police personnel.
During the special drive,
police teams inspected
a total of 10 spa cent-
res operating under the
jurisdictions of Saraswati
Nagar, Azad Chowk, and
DD Nagar police stations.
Officials carried out a
detailed verification of

operational activities,
employee identity docu-
ments, visitor registers,
CCTV surveillance sys-
tems, statutory records,
and other mandatory doc-
uments required for run-
ning such establishments.
Police also examined
whether the spa centres
were adhering to licensing
conditions and other reg-
ulatory norms. The teams
checked for any signs of
illegal or suspicious activi-
ties and reviewed the secu-
rity arrangements at each
location to ensure compli-
ance with the law.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

Cll ENERGY CONCLAVE 2026

CII Energy Conclave highlights Chhattisgarh’s
role in India’s Energy Future

RAIPUR: The Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), Chhattisgarh State
Council, on Friday organised the
CII Energy Conclave 2026 at Court-
yard by Marriott, Raipur, on the
theme “Powering Progress, Secur-
ing Tomorrow: Chhattisgarh at the
Centre of India’s Energy Future.”
The conclave brought together pol-
icymakers, industry leaders and
energy experts to discuss the state’s
growing role in India’s energy tran-
sition and long-term energy secu-
rity. Welcoming the participants, CII
Chhattisgarh State Council Chairman
Bajrang Goel highlighted the state’s
strategic importance in the country’s
energy sector. Shailendra Shukla,
Co-Convener of the CII Chhattisgarh
Energy Panel, outlined the objectives
of the conclave, while K.K. Sarda,
Past Chairman of the State Council,
stressed the need to balance coal-
based power generation with acceler-
ated investment in renewable energy.

The event featured two technical
sessions. The first focused on mod-
ernisation of thermal power plants,
covering efficiency enhancement
and digitalisation, while the second
explored green power solutions for
industries, renewable energy adop-
tion and open access for industrial
decarbonisation. A fireside chat on
energy innovation, technical pre-
sentations by industry experts, and
a CEO Roundtable on the future of
Chhattisgarh’s energy and indus-
trial ecosystem were among the key
attractions of the conclave. Leading
representatives from power, steel and
renewable energy companies partici-
pated in the discussions. The con-
clave concluded with a commitment
to strengthen industry-government
collaboration on energy security,
sustainability and competitiveness,
reinforcing Chhattisgarh’s position as
a key contributor to India’s evolving
energy landscape.

FREE HEALTH CHECK-UP CAMP

We Care Hospital holds free health camp

RAIPUR: We Care Super Special-
ity Hospital organised a free health
check-up camp at the Income Tax
Department office in Civil Lines, Rai-
pur, on Friday, benefiting hundreds of
officers, employees, and visitors. The
initiative was aimed at promoting pre-
ventive healthcare and encouraging
regular health screening among gov-
ernment personnel. The camp was
inaugurated in the presence of Prin-
cipal Chief Commissioner of Income
Tax Mr Sanjeev and Principal Com-
missioner Mr Munish Kumar, who
attended the event as chief guests.
Officials and staff of the department,
along with members of the public vis-
iting the office, took advantage of the
free medical services. According to
Amit Dubey, Head of Administration
at We Care Super Speciality Hospital,
the camp was jointly organised by the

at Income Tax office

hospital and the Income Tax Depart-
ment. During the event, Dr. Vivek
Pandey, Director of We Care Hospital,
urged participants to adopt healthy
lifestyles and undergo regular health
check-ups to prevent lifestyle-related
diseases. Orthopedic specialist Dr.
Vivek Pandey and General Medicine
and Diabetes specialist Dr. Anis Sid-
diqui provided medical consultations
during the camp. Free screening facil-
ities for blood pressure, blood sugar,
and Body Mass Index (BMI) were also
made available. Hospital staff actively
assisted in conducting the programme,
ensuring smooth medical examina-
tions and consultations. Around 200 to
250 people underwent health screen-
ings during the camp, which received
an encouraging response from partic-
ipants. vices accessible to a larger sec-
tion of society.

COTTON SILK FAIR
Cotton Silk Fair showcases Handloom, Handicrafts
in Raipur, gets massive reponse

RAIPUR: The Cotton Silk Fair, a
vibrant  exhibition  celebrating
India’s rich handloom and handi-
craft heritage, is attracting visitors
in Raipur with an extensive collec-
tion of traditional and contempo-
rary products. The fair, which began
on July 4, will continue until July 26,
2026, at Guru Tej Bahadur Bhawan,
near Ghadi Chowk, opposite the Col-
lector’s Office. The fair got massive
response from the public with mas-
sive rush from day 1 due to variety
of Handloom, Handicrafts products
Open daily from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
with free entry, the exhibition offers
a wide range of products, includ-
ing handloom sarees, handcrafted
furniture, jewellery, home décor
items and lifestyle products under
one roof. Organisers said the fair
aims to provide quality products to
consumers while promoting India’s
traditional craftsmanship. The exhi-
bition has brought together skilled
artisans and craftsmen, providing
them with a platform to showcase
their creations and connect directly
with buyers. Organisers said the ini-

tiative seeks to give wider recogni-
tion to local handicrafts and support
artisans by creating better market
opportunities. Apart from being a
shopping destination, the fair also
offers visitors a cultural experience
by highlighting India’s artistic tradi-
tions and heritage.

Families, tourists and craft
enthusiasts are finding the event
an ideal place to explore authentic
handmade products and support
local craftsmanship. The organis-
ers expressed confidence that the
Cotton Silk Fair will emerge as a
major cultural attraction in the city,
encouraging traditional artisans
while contributing to the local econ-
omy through increased public par-
ticipation and appreciation of hand-
made products.
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a patient’s abdomen during an emergency operation.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a remarkable
display of clinical agility
and surgical expertise, the
General Surgery Depart-
ment at Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar Memorial Hos-
pital, affiliated with the Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru Memo-
rial Medical College, suc-
cessfully saved the life of a
patient who was critically
injured by an arrow. The
highly complex and chal-
lenging trauma case was
resolved through immedi-
ate medical intervention,
expert surgery, and seam-
less coordination among
the medical staff.

The patient, a resident
of Gariaband district, was
referred to Ambedkar Hos-
pital in a critical state after
an arrow pierced through
his back and penetrated his
abdomen. Dr. Manju Singh,
Head of the General Sur-
gery Department, detailed
that preliminary medical
evaluations and essential
diagnostics revealed the
arrow was deeply embed-
ded, severely impacting
vital internal organs. The
injury had caused abdom-
inal perforation and inter-
nal bleeding, presenting a
massive risk of severe infec-
tion, a condition where any
further delay would have
proven fatal.

Upon the patient’s
arrival, the specialized team
of surgeons immediately

FASTFACTS

@ The critical
procedure repaired
severe internal
organ damage and
controlled heavy
hemorrhaging.

o The patient is
currently stable and
recovering in the
post-operative ICU.

Hospital leadership applauds swift action

Expressing his pride in the medical team, Dr.
Santosh Sonkar, Superintendent of Ambedkar Hos-
pital, stated that the patient arrived at the facility
in an extremely critical state. He emphasized that
the surgery team acted instantly to save the man’s
life, reinforcing that the hospital houses a highly
experienced team of specialists equipped to han-
dle severe trauma and emergency cases, with a
steadfast commitment to providing the best possi-
ble timely treatment to every patient in the state.

assessed his condition and
opted for emergency sur-
gery without losing a single
moment. On July 2, 2026,
under expert supervision,
the surgical team executed
the intricate procedure
with high precision. Dur-
ing the operation, surgeons
meticulously and safely
extracted the arrow. They
subsequently repaired the

damaged internal tissues
and organs, controlled the
internal hemorrhaging, and
thoroughly cleansed the
abdominal cavity of accu-
mulated blood and contam-
inants before completing
the necessary life-saving
procedures. Following the
surgery, the patient was
transferred to the Sur-
gery Post-Operative ICU,

where he remains under
the continuous monitor-
ing of expert physicians
and trained nursing staff.
Currently, the patient is
stable and showing pro-
gressive signs of recovery.
If his condition continues
to improve at this pace, he
will be discharged from the
hospital fully recovered in
the near future.

at creating additional
homing facilities for
250 three-phase electric
locomotives at the High
Horse Power Diesel Shed
located in Raipur, under
the South East Central
Railway (SECR). Hom-
ing refers to housing a
locomotive in a specified
locomotive shed, which
serves as its primary
maintenance center. The
homing shed facility is
meant for the scheduled
maintenance, safety
inspection, repair, and
overall care of locomo-
tives to ensure their safe
and efficient operation.

Expressing happiness
over this, Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai extended
heartfelt gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Rail-
way Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw. “Under the
leadership of the dou-
ble-engine government,
railway infrastructure in
Chhattisgarh is strength-
ening at an unprece-
dented pace. This project
approved by the Central
Government is an impor-
tant step towards making
the state’s rail network
more capable and mod-
ern,” Chief Minister Sai
said. The Chief Minister
expressed  confidence
that this project will
play an important role
in establishing Chhat-
tisgarh as a major rail,
industrial, and logistics
hub of the country.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Agriculture Pro-
duction Commissioner
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi conducted a com-
prehensive review of the
educational, research, and
extension infrastructure at
Indira Gandhi Krishi Vish-
wavidyalaya (IGKV) today.

Accompanied by Direc-
tor of Agriculture Rahul
Dev, this marked the Com-
missioner’s maiden visit
to the university since
assuming office. During
the inspection, Pardeshi
lauded the institution’s
ongoing efforts toward
agricultural advancement
and farmer prosperity,
assuring full cooperation
and support from the
state government for the
university’s future devel-
opment.

As part of his itiner-
ary, the Commissioner
inspected the medicinal
and aromatic crop planta-
tions at the research farm,
expressing deep interest
in tissue-cultured saplings
of banana, sugarcane, and
bamboo. He also visited
the advanced weather
observatory established
by the Government of
India, the university agri-
cultural museum, and the
dedicated sales center

FASTFACTS

e The Commissioner
evaluated key
facilities, including
the tissue culture lab,
a central weather
observatory, the Crop
Biofortification Lab,
and India’s largest
rice germplasm
center holding over
23,000 traditional
varieties.

for university-developed
products.

Furthermore, Pardeshi
evaluated operations at
the Dr. R.L. Richharia Bio-
technology = Laboratory
and Biotech Park, where
Vice-Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel highlighted the
university’s ~ germplasm
center. The facility houses
23,250 traditional rice vari-
eties—making it the largest
collection in India and the
second largest globally—
along with over 6,000
accessions of other crops.
The Commissioner also
inspected the Crop Bio-
fortification Lab, observ-
ing ongoing research on
therapeutic varieties like
Sanjeevani, Zinc, and
Nutri-Rich rice, before con-
cluding his tour at the phy-
tosanitary facility.

BJP questions Cong over arrested
treasurer Ramgopal Agrawal

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Bharatiya Janata
Party State Spokesperson
Dr. Vijayashankar Mishra
launched a scathing attack
on the Congress party fol-
lowing arrest of its trea-
surer, Ramgopal Agrawal.
Addressing a press con-
ference at the BJP state
headquarters on Friday,
Dr. Mishra stated that any
Congress leader involved
in the alleged corruption
should voluntarily con-
fess to their crimes in
the public interest, add-
ing that law enforcement
agencies will inevitably
expose the truth.

The BJP spokesperson
highlighted the severity of
the investigation, noting
that during the previous
Bhupesh Baghel-led Con-
gress administration until
2023, substantial illegal
funds linked to coal levies,
rice millers’ custom mill-
ing payouts, and liquor
scams were unmasked.

ﬂ "

Dr. Mishra stated that
these transactions were
documented in diaries
recovered from Suryakant
Tiwari, alongside corrob-
orating digital documents
that outline the collection
and distribution channels
of the illicit money.

Agrawal had allegedly
evaded the police for
three years before finally
surrendering under
mounting legal pressure,
and he is currently under-
going rigorous police
interrogation.

Dr. Mishra mocked
the apparent political
dilemma and panic within
the opposition camp
regarding the arrest. He
pointed out the irony in
how Congress leadership

2us), v

immediately began dis-

tancing themselves from
Agrawal within two days
of his arrest, claiming he
no longer holds the post
of treasurer out of fear
that more names might
surface.

Concurrently, another
faction of the Congress
party has been organiz-
ing sitins and protests
in Agrawal’s defense. Dr.
Mishra demanded that the
Congress clarify its stance
on whether it stands with
corrupt individuals and
profit-sharers, adding
that the state will ensure
the looted public money
is recovered and depos-
ited into the government
treasury for regional
development.

Central Chronicle News

Department of
Pathology and Lab
Medicine organized
the fifth state-level
MBBS pathology quiz.

RAIPUR: The Department
Of Pathology And Lab
Medicine, AIIMS Raipur,
recently organized the
fifth annual state level
undergraduate pathology
quiz in association with
IAPM-CG chapter.

A total of nine teams
participated, each com-
prising of two students
from 2nd professional
MBBS course. The partic-
ipating institutes included
RIIMS, Raipur, Pt JNM,
Raipur, GMC Raigarh,
GMC Rajandgaon, GMC
Ambikapur, SRIMSR,
Pacheda. CCMGMC Durg,

| PATHOLOGY QUIZ |

5>th state undergraduate
pathology quiz at AIIMS-R
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Sri Balaji institute of med-
ical sciences Raipur and
AIIMS Raipur team. Dr.
ChandniKrishnani, Sec-
retary, IAPM CG Chapter,
Dr. VanitaAdile,Treasurer
IAPM CG Chapter graced
the occasion along with
many faculty members
from other participat-
ing colleges viz. Dr Rani
Pandey, Dr Monica and Dr
Shambhavi, Dr.Akanksha,
Dr.Apurva and Dr.Chan-
drarkar. Faculty from
Department of Pathology
& Lab Medicine, AIIMS,
Raipur also attended
the event. Dr. K. Ankita

Taq

.
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Simon, Assistant Profes-
sor, Pathology and Lab
medicine was the orga-
nizing secretary. The quiz
comprised of six rounds
- identification of great
scientists, gross round,
microscopy round, case
bound round, innova-
tive round and rapid fire
round. The organizing
team included Dr Smruti
Rekha Jena, Dr Chilumuri
Saraya, Dr Prapti, Dr
Thaarini, Dr Shriya and
undergraduate students
Srjith Shivkumar, Anush,
Vivekand Pujari, Parth
Chakranarayan and Sar-

FAST FACTS

© SRIMSR Pacheda
secured first place,
followed by AIIMS Raipur
in second.

© Nine medical college
teams competed across
six rigorous clinical
rounds.

vangana. The first place
was secured by team
from SRIMSR, Pacheda,
second place by AIIMS
Raipur Team and third
place by two teams Sri
Balaji institute of Medi-
cal Sciences, Raipur and
GMC Ambikapur with
consolation prize to GMC
Rajandgaon. The MBBS
2024 Batch Students from
AIIMS, Raipur comprised
the enthusiastic audi-
ence and were actively
involved in answering the
audience questions.

In a series of

RAIPUR:
intensive field inspections
aimed at upgrading civic
infrastructure and student
welfare, Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation Mayor
Meenal Choubey assessed
key developmental proj-
ects across the capital city.
The Mayor first conducted
a comprehensive on-site
review of the youth hostel
facility in Fundhar, under
Municipal Zone 9, which
houses over 100 students
relocated from various Nax-
al-affected regions. Directly
engaging with the residents
to gather detailed accounts
of their grievances, Mayor
Choubey issued binding
directives to Zone 9 Com-
missioner Rakesh Sharma
and engineering officials to
ensure a swift resolution
to their administrative and
infrastructural challenges.
A major highlight of the visit
was the Mayor’s commen-
dation of 25 hostel residents
who recently appeared for
the competitive Chhattis-
garh Public Service Com-
mission (CGPSC) Mains
examination.

SCHOOL ADMISSION
Soni distributes
bicycles at
school event

B
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RAIPUR: South MLA Sunil
Soni attended the Shala
Praveshotsav program at
the Hindu High School
located in Byron Bazar.
The school falls under
Pandit Bhagwati Charan
Shukla Ward Number
57 of Zone 4 within the
Raipur Municipal Cor-
poration limits. MLA
Soni formally welcomed
the regular and newly
admitted students by
applying a traditional
tilak on their foreheads
to mark the commence-
ment of the fresh aca-
demic session. The
event was attended by
Raipur Municipal Corpo-
ration MIC Member and
Ward 57 Councilor Amar
Gidwani, alongside
former councilor and
School Development
Committee Chairperson
Hemlata Chandrakar.
Addressing the gather-
ing, MLA Soni extended
his best wishes to the
students for the new
academic term.

|IENGINEERING PLACEMENT SUCCESS |

NIT Raipur placement rate reaches four vear high

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Placement
Cell and Career Devel-
opment Centre at the
National Institute of
Technology Raipur suc-
cessfully concluded its
2025-26 placement sea-
son for the graduating
class of 2026. Under
the leadership of Chair-
man Dr. Suresh Haware
and Director Prof. N. V.
Ramana Rao, the insti-
tute witnessed a signifi-
cant surge in corporate
engagement.

A record 217 recruit-
ers participated in the
campus drive, represent-

ing an increase of nearly
90 companies com-
pared to the previous
academic year. In total,
the recruitment drive
resulted in 821 job offers,
successfully placing 738
undergraduate and post-
graduate students on a

single-offer basis. The
highest annual salary
package secured dur-

ing this session reached
an impressive 60.3 lakh
rupees per annum. The
undergraduate programs
served as the primary
driver of this season’s
success, with 636 B.Tech
and B.Arch students
securing firm employ-

.

ment offers. The under-
graduate placement rate
climbed to a four-year
peak of approximately
74 percent, with nearly
83 percent of all eligible
candidates receiving at
least one job offer. The
average salary package

for undergraduate stu-
dents remained robust
at 12.39 lakh rupees
per annum, while the
median package stood
at 10 lakh rupees per
annum. The premier
offer of 60.3 lakh rupees
per annum was extended

o0

“The performance
this session reflects
the growing
confidence that
industry places in
NIT Raipur, with
our recruiter base
expanding to its
highest ever at 217
companies.”

Prof. Samir Bajpai
Head, Career Development
Centre

by D. E. Shaw to students
specializing in Computer
Science, Information

Technology, and Elec-
tronics and Communica-
tion Engineering.

A distinctive feature of
the placement cycle was
the rapid expansion of
the institute’s recruiter
base, which grew from
130 companies last year
to 217 companies. Prom-
inent global and national
recruiters included Ama-
zon, Microsoft, Black-
Rock, Oracle, Visa, Texas
Instruments,  Samsung
R&D, Schlumberger,
Deloitte, Accenture, ZS
Associates, L&T, JSW,
Vedanta, Reliance Indus-
tries, and the Aditya Birla
Group.
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Trees not only protect the
environment but also form a
strong foundation for the secure
future of coming generations.

Shyam Bihari Jaiswal
Health Minister Ch'garh

Make efforts towards
breakthrough research: V-C

Research interaction programme organized by the Dept of English at GGU

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The Depart-
ment of English and For-
eign Language of Guru
Ghasidas  Vishwavidya-
laya (a Central Univer-
sity), Bilaspur, accredited
with NAAC A++ Grade,
organized a Research
Interaction Programme
on 8 July 2026 to mark
the commencement of
the new academic ses-
sion 2026-27.

The Chief Guest,
Hon’ble  Vice-Chancel-
lor Prof. Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, emphasized
the importance of trans-
disciplinary research,
stating that the com-
plex challenges of the
contemporary world
cannot be addressed
within the boundaries
of a single discipline. He
urged research schol-
ars to transcend disci-
plinary limitations and
develop innovative and
practical solutions by
integrating ~ knowledge
from diverse fields.Inter-
acting with the research
scholars, Prof. Chakrawal
observed that the pur-
pose of research should
not merely be the attain-
ment of a degree but the
pursuit of solutions to
real societal problems.
He encouraged scholars
to undertake socially rel-
evant research, strive for

o e
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FASTFACTS

® During the
interactive session,
the research scholars
engaged with the V-C
and the distinguished
academicians by
raising questions
related to research
methodology,
interdisciplinary
research.

innovation and break-
through discoveries, and
align their research with
the goals of nation-build-
ing and societal develop-
ment. The programme
commenced with the
traditional floral tribute
to the portrait of God-
dess Saraswati and the

ceremonial lighting of
the lamp. The dignitar-
ies were then welcomed
with bouquets.

The Welcome Address
was delivered by Prof.
Manish Shrivastava,
Senior Professor, Depart-
ment of English and For-
eign Language. He high-
lighted the importance
of academic integrity,
intellectual curiosity,
discipline, and continu-
ous learning in research,
while encouraging
scholars to undertake
high-quality research
addressing  issues  of
social relevance.

Subsequently,  Prof.
Anurag Chauhan, Dean,
School of Arts, and Head
(In-charge), Department
of English and Foreign

Language, presented a
comprehensive over-
view of the Department’s
achievements, academic
activities, and future
plans.Delivering the Spe-
cial Lecture, Prof. Bri-
jesh Tiwari inspired the
research scholars to cul-
tivate originality, critical
thinking, and an inter-
disciplinary =~ approach
in their research.During
the interactive session,
the research scholars
engaged with the Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor and the
distinguished academi-
cians by raising questions
related to research meth-
odology, interdisciplin-
ary research, academic
publications, innovation,
and emerging academic
opportunities.

Fraud case
registered
against two

BILASPUR: Torwa
police have registered
a fraud case against the
branch manager and
an employee of a home
finance company over
allegations of misappro-
priating EMI payments
worth Rs 4.60 lakh. The
complainant alleged that
the amount deposited
towards his loan account
was deliberately not cred-
ited, after which he was
falsely shown as a loan
defaulter in an attempt
to initiate proceedings
for the attachment of his
mortgaged property.

According to police, an
FIR has been registered
against Aparna Biswas,
branch manager of M/s
Cent Bank Home Finance
Limited, and employee
Nitin Nigam under Sec-
tions 420 and 34 of the
Indian Penal Code. The
complaint was filed by
Shakeel Qureshi, a resi-
dent of Hemunagar. The
complainant stated that
in 2012 he had obtained
a home loan of Rs 12 lakh
from the company by
mortgaging his land. He
alleged that despite reg-
ularly depositing EMIs,
an amount of approxi-
mately Rs 4.60 lakh was
not reflected in his loan
account.

After examining the
complaint and bank
records, police found
prima facie evidence of
irregularities in the loan
account and registered
the case.

Collector conducts
surprise inspection
of two tehsils

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Collector San-
jay Agrawal inspected the
Bilaspur and Sakri teh-
sils on Friday to review
the progress of reve-
nue-related work and the
maintenance of records.
While reviewing the sta-
tus of revenue cases,
he directed officials to
resolve pending matters
within the stipulated
timeframe and ensure
high-quality disposal.

During the inspection,
the Collector examined
files related to various
revenue cases to assess
the quality of their reso-
lution. He instructed offi-
cials to prioritize cases
pending for over a year
by scheduling regular
and frequent hearings to
ensure their quick resolu-
tion, thereby sparing cit-
izens from unnecessary
inconvenience.

Collector Agrawal spe-
cifically directed that top
priority be given to map
subdivision and land
demarcation tasks. He
noted that pending map
subdivisions lead to var-

ious land-related issues
and cause difficulties for
citizens in completing
government procedures;
therefore, he urged offi-
cials to expedite this
work and resolve pending
cases promptly. He also
emphasized the impor-
tance of the systematic
maintenance of reve-
nue records, stating that
records must be secure,
up-to-date, and orga-
nized so that information
is readily available when
needed.

During the inspec-
tion, the Collector inter-
acted directly with par-
ties involved in revenue
cases present at the tehsil
offices, listened to their
grievances, and issued
instructions to the con-
cerned officials for neces-
sary action. He also con-
sulted with advocates to
gather suggestions for the
speedy and effective reso-
lution of cases in revenue
courts. Additional Collec-
tor Shivkumar Banerjee,
along with other revenue
department officials and
tehsil staff, were present
on the occasion.

NEWSLINE

CRIME

‘120 nabbed for theft
in grocery store

BILASPUR: Takhatpur
police have solved a gro-
cery store theft case by
arresting two accused
and sending them to
judicial custody. Sto-
len soybean oil worth
approximately Rs 11,000
has been recovered
from their possession,
while two other accused
involved in the crime
remain absconding and
are being searched for.

According to police,
grocery store owner
Parmeet Singh Saluyja,
a resident of Takhat-
pur, lodged a com-
plaint on July 7 stat-
ing that unidentified
thieves had broken into
his grocery shop near
Jaroudha Gudi village.
The accused allegedly
stole three 15-litre tins
of Mahakosh soybean
oil, four 5-litre plas-
tic containers of oil, a
five-kilogram packet of
Aashirvaad flour, other
grocery items, and
around Rs 10,000 in
cash from the shop.

The total value of the
stolen property was esti-
mated at approximately
Rs 22,500. Following
the complaint, police
launched an investi-
gation, leading to the
arrest of two suspects
and the recovery of
part of the stolen goods.
Efforts are continuing
to trace and arrest the
remaining two accused.

HC pulls up police
over flawed NDPS
investigation

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court has
expressed serious con-
cern over deficiencies in
the investigation of an
NDPS case, observing
that mandatory legal safe-
guards relating to search,
seizure and investigation
must be strictly followed
in all cases under the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS)
Act. A Division Bench
comprising Chief Justice
Ramesh Sinha and Justice
Ravindra Kumar Agrawal
noted that the NDPS Act
prescribes stringent pun-
ishments while granting
wide powers to investi-
gating officers. It held that
failure to comply with
statutory safeguards com-
promises the fairness of
the investigation, affects
the rights of the accused
and weakens the prose-
cution’s case. The court
observed that procedural
lapses in NDPS investiga-
tions not only undermine

but

prosecutions also
erode public confidence
in the criminal justice
system. It directed that a
copy of its order be sent
to the Director General of
Police (DGP), instructing
him to identify the offi-
cers responsible for the
shortcomings and initiate
appropriate action wher-
ever necessary.

The Bench further
directed the DGP to
establish clear Standard
Operating Procedures
(SOPs), conduct regular
training programmes for
investigating officers and
strengthen  supervisory
mechanisms to ensure
strict adherence to legal
requirements in future
NDPS investigations.

Bijay Kumar
awarded Rly
Minister’s Official
Language Award

BILASPUR: To promote
the use and propaga-
tion of Hindi within the
railways, the Railway
Board annually con-
fers the ‘Railway Minis-
ter’s Official Language
Award’ upon officers of
the Senior Administra-
tive Grade and above.
These awards recognize
senior officers who have
made outstanding con-
tributions to increasing
the use of Hindi in their
respective spheres of
work, who inspire their
subordinates to work in
Hindi, and who them-
selves conduct their offi-
cial duties in Hindi.

Bijay Kumar, Princi-
pal Chief Commercial
Manager (PCCM), South
East Central Railway
(SECR)(Bilaspur), per-
formed outstanding and
commendable work in
the field of Official Lan-
guage implementation
during 2024 while serv-
ing as Chief Commercial
Manager (Marketing) for
North Eastern Railway
(Gorakhpur).

Central Chronicle News

Collector reviews
preparations; empha-
sizes that while
planting is important,
ensuring the saplings’
survival is the priority.

BILASPUR: Preparations
have intensified to make
the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’
campaign a success in
the district through pub-
lic participation. While
reviewing the campaign,
Collector Sanjay Agrawal
instructed officials to
transform it into a mass
movement with the
cooperation of local vil-
lagers, public represen-
tatives, self-help groups,
social organizations, and
industries. He remarked
that planting saplings is
easy, but ensuring their
survival is the greatest
responsibility; therefore,
special attention must
be paid to the protection
and conservation of the

| PLANTATION DRIVE |

Massive drive for launched for
‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ campaign
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@ Collector instructed
the Horticulture
Department to develop
a ‘model village' in each
development block.

saplings alongside the
planting process.

During a meeting held
at the District Office’s
‘Manthan’ conference
hall, it was reported that
approximately 14.50 lakh
saplings are currently
available in the district.
Of these, about 12.25
lakh saplings have been

prepared by the Forest

Department and 2.25
lakh by the Horticulture
Department  nurseries.
The Horticulture Depart-
ment will distribute
around 75,000 saplings
free of cost to interested
citizens. Saplings for this
purpose will be made
available from nurser-
ies located at Sarkanda,
Vedparsada (Masturi),
Bahatrai (Takhatpur),
and Kargikala (Kota).
This year, the campaign
will primarily focus on
planting fruit-bearing and
shade-providing trees,
with an emphasis on

planting larger-sized sap-

lings.
The Collector stated
that special attention

would be paid to the con-
cept of ‘block plantation’
this year to ensure regu-
lar care and protection of
the saplings. He directed
that the responsibility for
the saplings post-planting
be entrusted to women’s
self-help groups under
the ‘Bihan’ scheme,
enabling them to earn
additional income from
fruit production in the
future. He emphasized
planting species that aid
in enhancing villagers’
livelihoods alongside
environmental  conser-
vation. The Collector
informed the meeting
that a large-scale planta-
tion drive would be con-
ducted across the district
on July 18, with partici-
pation from local MLAs,
public  representatives,
social organizations, edu-
cational institutions, and
the general public.

| REAL-TIME ALERT |

High-tech

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: To strengthen
rail safety during the
monsoon, South East Cen-
tral Railway (SECR) has
deployed an advanced
sensor-based Water Level
Monitoring System at 12
critical railway bridges
across its network. The
technology enables
round-the-clock mon-
itoring of river water
levels and sends instant
alerts to railway officials
whenever water reaches
warning or danger levels.

system Lo monilor rly bridge water levels

The modern monitoring
system has replaced the
earlier manual gauge-
based method, which
relied on physical read-
ings and often resulted in
delays and the possibility

of human error. Sudden
rises in river levels made
it difficult to assess risks
to railway bridges and
tracks in time. The newly

installed sensor-based
system continuously mon-
[ N ) [ J

itors water levels through
automated gauges inte-
grated with the Railway
Track Management Sys-
tem. Whenever water
levels reach pre-defined
warning or danger marks,
or undergo significant
changes, the system auto-
matically sends SMS alerts
to the mobile phones
of designated railway
engineers and officials,
enabling timely preven-
tive action and ensuring
safe train operations.
Mobile numbers of Assis-
tant Divisional Engineers,

Permanent Way Inspec-
tors (PWIs) and other
authorised railway offi-
cials have been registered
with the system.

As a result, every sig-
nificant change in water
level is communicated
instantly, allowing author-
ities to take quick deci-
sions and implement
safety measures without
delay. Railway officials
said the technology is
playing a vital role in
ensuring uninterrupted
and safe train operations
during the monsoon.

Parents concerned over Class
5th, 8th mark-sheets

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Serious dis-
crepancies have been
found in the Class 5 and
Class 8 board examina-
tion marksheets issued
across the district, leav-
ing schools, students
and parents concerned.

According to several
schools, many of the
marksheets contain

incorrect student names,
school names and exami-
nation centre details,
raising concerns over
admissions to the next
academic session. Instead

of replacing the incorrect
marksheets, the District
Education Office (DEO)
reportedly instructed
teachers to manually cor-
rect the errors using a red
pen and authenticate the
changes with the school’s
seal and signature. The
directive has drawn criti-
cism from school author-
ities, who argue that
official board documents
should not require man-
ual corrections. Acting
District Education Officer
Rameshwar Jaiswal said
the errors are being rec-
tified.

ADDL. COACHES

Shalimar Exp
gels lemporary
addl AC 3-tier
coach

BILASPUR: South East
Central Railway has
announced the tempo-
rary augmentation of
the Shalimar-Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus (LTT)
Shalimar Express with
one additional AC 3-tier
coach to accommodate
increased passenger
demand.

The extra coach will
be attached to Train No.
18030 Shalimar-LTT
Express from July 11 to
July 17.

Similarly, Train No.
18029 LTT-Shalimar
Express will operate
with the additional AC
3-tier coach from July 13
to July 19. Railway offi-
cials said the temporary
enhancement aims to
provide improved travel
convenience and addi-
tional confirmed berths
for passengers during
the period.

REGISTERED

16 city hotels
registered as
bulk waste
generalors

BILASPUR: The Bilaspur
Municipal Corporation
has registered 16 major
hotels in the city as
Bulk Waste Generators
(BWGs) under the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board’s (CPCB) online
portal as part of the
implementation of the
Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2026. The online
portal facilitates the reg-
istration of bulk waste
generators, monitors
solid waste management
practices and ensures
compliance with the pre-
scribed  environmental
regulations.
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Assam budget balances fiscal
discipline with welfare goals

et for the year 2026-27.

On Friday, Assam

Press Trust Of India

GUWAHATI: Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Fri-
day described the state
Budget for the 2026-27
financial year as ‘reve-
nue neutral’, noting that
revenue expenditure,
capital expenditure, and
revenue receipts have
been carefully balanced.
Addressing a press con-
ference following the pre-
sentation of the maiden
Budget by state Finance
Minister Jayanta Malla
Baruah in the Assembly,
Sarma stated that the fis-

heavily focuses on cru-
cial areas such as job
creation, women empow-
erment, power, connec-
tivity, and the agriculture
sector.
Sarma
that a

explained
revenue-neu-

releas

ed its State Budg

interest, pensions, and
general revenue expen-
ditures, are evenly bal-
anced against revenue
earnings. He highlighted
the state’s significant
fiscal growth over the
decade, pointing out that

HIGHLIGHT

® Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
described the budget
as revenue neutral.

16 to Rs 29,000 crore in
the current budget. On
the taxation front, the
Chief Minister charac-
terized the plan as tax-
neutral, barring a newly
proposed green cess
designed to discourage
industrial pollution and
encourage sustainable
practices, a strategy he
noted is well in sync with
Assam’s robust financial

Sarma announced that
Rs 6,000 crore has been
earmarked to fund major
flagship welfare schemes,
including Orunodoi and
Nijut Moina. He also
revealed that the state
government is collab-
orating with the Japan
International ~ Cooper-
ation Agency (JICA) to
develop a Rs 1,200-crore
semiconductor ecosys-
tem aimed at enabling
local MSMEs to supply
goods to advanced tech
industries. Additionally,
an Al module will be pro-
gressively integrated into
state government offices,

Derek O'Brien,

TMC Rajya Sabha leader
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“ED freezes TMC’s 3 bank
accounts with HDFC. When
will ED freeze temple funds.”

Thirumavalavan
clarifies political

stand on TVK support

Press Trust Of India

CHENNAI: VCK president
Thol  Thirumavalavan
on Friday strongly reaf-
firmed the unity of the
secular alliance in Tamil
Nadu, asserting that the
DMK will make the right
decisions at the appro-
priate time in total
alignment with national
interests and the Con-
gress. Describing the
DMK as a political party
with a long and rich
heritage, Thirumavala-
van noted that its lead-
ership knows exactly
what decisions to make,
when to make them,
and who to stand with
to best serve national
interests.

L

the air regarding the
DMK’s absence from a
recent INDIA bloc meet-
ing. He pointed out that
the DMK leadership has
not taken any stance
against the Congress or

the wider opposition
alliance. His statement
followed a high-pro-
file meeting with Tamil
Nadu Congress Com-
mittee chief Manickam
Tagore, who charac-
terized the hour-long
interaction as a courtesy

cal plan strongly reflects tral framework ensures capital expenditure has health. with an initial rollout Addressing recent meeting explicitly aimed
the BJP’s ‘Sankalp Patra’ that committed liabili- risen dramatically from Detailing specific  scheduled for four to five | political developments, at strengthening the
promises. The Budget ties, including salaries, Rs 2,951 crore in 2015- budgetary allocations, selected departments. Thirumavalavan cleared opposition INDIA bloc.

| CONGRESS RAISES QUESTIONS AGAINST BJP | Help"ne tO | INDIA HELPS VENEZUELA'S CITIZENS |

] ° ® . °
Venugopal questions PM’s silence over | assistbonded | (5() para field ho Spltal honored
Ram Temple donation allegations e
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DEHRADUN: Congress
General Secretary KC
Venugopal on Friday ques-
tioned Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s silence
regarding the alleged theft
of offerings and dona-
tions at the Ayodhya Ram
Temple, demanding a
Supreme Court-monitored
probe into the matter.
Addressing a press con-
ference on the final day of
his two-day visit to Uttara-
khand, Venugopal accused
the BJP, RSS, and VHP of
collecting donations for

years, alleging that the
temple trust authority has
misappropriated gold and
money. He questioned
why the Prime Minis-
ter remains silent on an
issue concerning a trust
formed under his super-
vision, stating that the
Congress party will raise
the matter prominently
in Parliament. Turning

state assembly elections,
Venugopal reviewed the
Congress party’s electoral
preparedness. Accom-
panied by state party in-
charge Kumari Selja and
state president Ganesh
Godiyal, he held extensive
meetings with senior lead-
ers, the political affairs
committee, district heads,
and both current and for-
mer MLAs. Venugopal
expressed confidence that
the party organization is
unified and fully prepared
to contest the elections
with complete strength.

Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) Chairperson
Justice 'V Ramasubra-
manian (retd) has urged
government officials to
stay vigilant when han-
dling bonded labor cases.
During an online hear-
ing on July 9, the rights
panel reviewed 86 cases
of alleged bonded labor
in brick kilns across mul-
tiple districts of Haryana.
Justice Ramasubramanian
noted that concerned gov-
ernment functionaries had
failed to properly examine
employment records.

Press Trust Of India

PUNE: The 60 Para Field
Hospital of the Army
Medical Corps, deployed
for earthquake relief
operations in Venezu-
ela, has earned India
immense global recog-
nition for being ready
to respond “anytime,
anywhere, globally”,
Director General Armed
Forces Medical Services
(DGAFMS) Vice Admi-
ral Arti Sarin said on
Friday. Speaking on the
sidelines of the Armed

Forces Medical College
Passing Out Parade,
Sarin highlighted that
the airborne field hospi-
tal was mobilized within
hours of the disaster
under ‘Operation Amis-
tad’—India’s Humani-
tarian Assistance and
Disaster Relief mission

launched to support
Venezuela following a
devastating earthquake.

Sarin stated that the
medical corps remains
prepared 24/7/365,
allowing for a rapid
response. Upon land-
ing, the team quickly
established the hospi-
tal at a site designated
by the host government
and immediately began
performing surgeries
and providing first aid,
earning widespread
gratitude from the local
population.

Press Trust Of India

PUNE: Nationalist Congress
Party (SP) working presi-
dent Supriya Sule on Fri-
day dismissed speculation
regarding a merger of her
party with the Congress,
asserting that no such pro-
posal has been exchanged
between the two sides.
Reaffirming the unity of
their political alliance, Sule

| SULE DISMISSES RUMORS |

No merger talks with Congress,
clarifies Supriya Sule

stated that the NCP (SP)
and the Congress would
continue to work together
closely as partners. Both
organizations are key con-
stituents of the opposition

Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
coalition in Maharashtra
and the INDIA bloc at the
national level.

Speaking to reporters,
the Lok Sabha MP from
Baramati maintained that
the two parties share highly
cordial relations and rou-
tinely coordinate on var-
ious political, social, and
economic developments.
Sule highlighted her reg-

ular consultations with
senior Congress leadership,
noting that she routinely
meets with Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi during
visits to Delhi. She added
that she frequently collabo-
rates with Rahul Gandhi on
issues directly concerning
Maharashtra, particularly
when aligning positions
within various Joint Parlia-
mentary Committees.

Heavy rainfall causes Beas river (o swell

A view of the

R

swollen Beas river after its water level rose followin

e )

g heavy rainfall,

in Kullu, Himachal Pradesh.

| CONGRESS SLAMS BJP OVER MURDER |

Meerut murder case triggers

political reactions

NEW DELHI: Congress Pres-
ident Mallikarjun Kharge
launched a fierce attack
on the BJP on Friday fol-
lowing the murder of a
Dalit woman in Meerut,
asserting that the incident
has exposed the “anti-
woman and anti-Dalit” face
of the ruling party’s dou-
ble-engine  government.

aV¥ -

Kharge warned that the
rising tide of voices from
Dalits and the oppressed
would soon uproot the
regime’s throne of power.

His sharp remarks came
in the wake of escalating
tensions in Meerut, where
local authorities arrested
seven individuals and
booked over thirty others
for unlawful assembly and
assaulting law enforcement
personnel during a massive
protest linked to the mur-
der case.

Tamil Nadu CM reacts to Karur
stampede controversy

KARUR: Nearly a year
after a tragic stampede
claimed 41 lives during a
party rally, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister and TVK
founder C Joseph Vijay
made his first visit to
Karur on Friday. In his
maiden address in the dis-
trict since becoming Chief

Minister, Vijay launched
a scathing attack on the
DMK, accusing the party

of attempting to gain
“political mileage” from
the tragedy and criticiz-
ing them for previously
restraining him from visit-
ing the western town.
Vijay blamed the police
administration under
the former DMK regime
for failing to manage

the September 27, 2025,
event. He argued that the
police should have either
alerted his team about
the unmanageable crowd
or used their author-
ity to cancel the meet-
ing entirely, rather than
merely escorting his con-
voy onto the highway.

| MUMBAI-PUNE RAIL DISRUPTION |

Mumbai-Pune r

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Rail connec-
tivity on the busy Mum-
bai-Pune corridor will
remain  severely dis-
rupted until July 17.
The Central Railway
announced the advance
cancellation of 30 long-
distance and intercity
trains following heavy
landslides triggered by
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torrential downpours on
July 6.
The landslips occurred

ail service

between the Karjat and
Lonavala stations, specif-
ically impacting the Tha-

kurwadi and Monkey Hill
cabin areas within the dif-
ficult Bhor Ghat section.
The debris caused signifi-
cant damage across all
three railway lines—the
Up, Down, and Middle
tracks. While engineer-
ing teams are carrying
out restoration work on
a war footing, the hazard-
ous working conditions,
challenging terrain, and

s hit by disruption

difficulties in transport-
ing heavy construction
materials to the sites have
delayed the full resump-
tion of normal opera-
tions.

The temporary cancel-
lations, active from July
10 to July 17, impact a mix
of 14 daily trains, eight
services scheduled on
specific dates, and eight
special trains.

Alleged fraud in MJPJAY
under investigation

MUMBAI:  Maharashtra
Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis on Friday
announced the formation
of a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) to launch a
comprehensive probe
into alleged financial and
operational irregulari-
ties within the Mahatma
Jyotirao Phule Jan Arogya
Yojana in Nashik district.
Speaking at a high-level

review meeting of the
integrated Ayushman
Bharat-Pradhan  Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana and
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule
Jan Arogya Yojana held
within the state legisla-
ture, the Chief Minister
sent a clear message that
the government will tol-
erate zero malpractice in
public health insurance
initiatives.

NEWSLINE
NEW DELHI

Accused in
attempted murder
case arrested after
three months

A 22year-old man
wanted in an attempt-to-
murder case involving a
firing incident in south-
west Delhi’s Najafgarh
has been arrested after
evading law enforcement
for nearly three months,
police confirmed on Fri-
day. The accused, identi-
fied as Vivek alias Khan-
jar, had been frequently
changing his hideouts
since the shooting
occurred on April 23.

The case stems from a
complaint filed by Sanjay
Malik alias Sanju, who
was shot in the leg at
Roshan Garden in Najaf-
garh. According to police,
Sanjay was injured when
he intervened in a con-
frontation involving his
acquaintance, Ayush,
and two other men, Gau-
rav alias Masalewala and
Prince Mittal. Gaurav
allegedly opened fire on
Sanjay before fleeing the
scene with Prince on a
motorcycle.

NEW DELHI

Inter-state
robbery gang
targeting bank
customers busted
in Delhi

An interstate gang of
four alleged robbers who
targeted bank customers
has been arrested follow-
ing a daylight robbery
in central Delhi’s Pahar-
ganj, police confirmed
on Friday. Law enforce-
ment officials success-
fully recovered the entire
stolen cash amount of Rs
50,000, along with the
motorcycle used to exe-
cute the crime.

The incident occurred
on July 8 after the victim
withdrew Rs 1 lakh from
a bank in Jhandewalan.
While he was returning
home, motorcycle-borne
assailants intercepted
him near Anarkali Bazaar
Extension and robbed
him of Rs 50,000 before
fleeing the scene. Fol-
lowing the registration of
an FIR at the Paharganj
police station, an inves-
tigation team analyzed
local CCTV footage to
track the suspects.

KHUNTI

Husbhand accused
in Tharkhand
double murder case

A man allegedly
abducted and killed his
estranged wife and her rel-
ative in Jharkhand’s Khunti
district following a dispute
over taking their five-year-
old son to her parental
home, police confirmed
on Friday. The victims
have been identified as
Neha Thakur (25) and Arun
Kumar Rana (21), both resi-
dents of Badgaon village in
Lohardaga district. Their
bodies were discovered
dumped under a bridge
near the Tajna River within
the Khunti police station
area. Khunti SDPO Mangal
Singh Jamuda stated that
the murders likely occurred
on Thursday night, after
which the killers threw the
bodies from the bridge and
attempted to disfigure the
victims’ faces. According
to the preliminary investi-
gation, Neha and Arun had
visited her in-laws’ house
in Gumla district to retrieve
the child, sparking a severe
argument.
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It must be ensured that 100% of

eligible farmers in the district are __4

mandatorily registered on the
AgriStack portal.

VK Langeh

Collector Mahasamund
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Bilaspur Region

Convergent schemes boost
sustainable rural livelihoods

A new initiative was launched in Koriya district to link women to sustainable employment

Central Chronicle News

KOREA: Korea district has
launched a major con-
vergence initiative to link
rural women with sustain-
able employment, aiming
to elevate rural livelihood
standards and foster eco-
nomic  empowerment.
Under the direction of
District Collector Roktima
Yadav, women associated
with VB G-RAM-G and the
Bihan initiative will transi-
tion from unskilled labor
to structured economic
activities, including nurs-
ery management, fruit
orchard cultivation, and
animal husbandry. This
multi-departmental effort
leverages public welfare

schemes to create lasting
employment, enabling
entire families to par-
ticipate actively in rural
development. In the first
phase, targets have been
allocated across three
distinct blocks: Baikunth-
pur Janpad Panchayat,

Sonhat Janpad Panchayat,
and the Podi Bachra area.
Each block is scheduled
to receive sanctions for
20 fruit orchards and
nurseries, 50 goat rear-
ing centers, 50 poultry
farming centers, and 50
sheds for milch animals.

Collectively across Koriya
district, this phase targets
the establishment of 60
nurseries, 60 orchards,
150 goat-rearing sheds,
150 poultry sheds, and
150 milch animal sheds,
focusing directly on the
families of women work-

ers within selected clus-

HIGHLIGHT

® Women associated
with Bihan and VB
G-RAM-G will now
take up various new
professions.

ter-level federations.
Operationally, the ini-
tiative relies on deep
inter-departmental  col-
laboration.  Permanent
structures for livestock
will be constructed by
converging VB G-RAM-G
and Bihan, while the Ani-
mal Husbandry Depart-
ment will help scale these
units commercially.

Vaccination
for rabies-free
communities

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: On  World
Zoonoses Day, Mungeli’s
Veterinary =~ Department

organized free anti-rabies
vaccination and public
awareness camps across
the district, vaccinating
27 indigenous and exotic
dogs. The initiative aimed
to safeguard public health

by educating livestock
owners on preventing
fatal zoonotic diseases

that transmit from animals
to humans, such as rabies,
brucellosis, salmonellosis,
tuberculosis, and anthrax.

Dr. R.M. Tripathi, Dep-
uty Director of the Veteri-
nary Department, along-
side other experts, urged
owners to adopt safe, sci-
entific animal husbandry
practices, maintain clean

FASTFACTS

® On the occasion

of World Zoonoses
Day, the veterinary
department of Mungeli
organized an anti-
rabies vaccination and
public awareness camp.

shelters, and ensure reg-
ular vaccinations. They
emphasized that rabies is
virtually incurable once
it reaches the brain, mak-
ing immediate vaccina-
tion after an animal bite
critical. Highlighting the
“One Health” concept,
the program underscored
that human, animal, and
environmental health are
deeply interconnected,
making animal protec-
tion essential for a secure,
healthy society.

| HONORED|

New and former BEOs
honoured with a memento

Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: The Takhat-
pur Block Executive Com-
mittee of Cluster Coordi-
nators recently organized
a felicitation ceremony to
honor newly appointed
Block Education Officer
(BEO) Deepak Gupta and
former BEOs Jitendra
Shukla and Kameshwar Bai-
ragi, presenting each with a
memento.

Addressing the gather-
ing, BEO Gupta praised

Coordinators (CACs), not-
ing that their unity would
help achieve new mile-
stones in education. For-
mer BEO Jitendra Shukla
commended the coor-
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executing departmental
schemes and responsibil-
ities in a timely manner.
Kameshwar Bairagi also
shared fond memories,
attributing his success-

100 illegal urea
bags seized by
agriculture

KORBA: Acting on a tip-
off about the illegal stor-
age of fertilizers in Urga
village, an Agriculture
Department team con-
ducted an immediate
inspection at a warehouse
in Siliyari Bhata. The raid
uncovered a stock of 100
bags (approximately 4.5
tonnes) of IPL Urea.
During the inquiry, the
dealer, operating under
‘Shyam Khad Bhandar,
failed to produce any
valid purchase or sales
bills, nor could they pro-
vide a satisfactory expla-
nation for the inventory

| WORKSHOP|

Career guidance workshop
organized for poly students

Central Chronicle News

BAIKUNTHPUR: A career
guidance workshop was
organized on Wednes-
day at the Government
Polytechnic and ITI,
Baikunthpur, by Indian
Air Force officials from
Headquarters Bhopal to
brief youth on recruit-
ment opportunities and
qualifications. Air Force
officials Rajiv Khatana
and Yogesh Belwal high-

aa
role, and values of dis-
cipline and dedication.
They detailed various
recruitment pathways,
including the ‘Agniveer
Vayw’ scheme, explain-
ing eligibility criteria,

exams, and the online
application process. Stu-
dents were advised to
prioritize physical fitness
and focus on mathemat-
ics, science, and english
while relying strictly on

the cooperative spirit dinators for keeping the ful tenure to everyone’s | stored in the undeclared | lighted the service’s tra- physical and medi- the official IAF website
of the Cluster Academic block at the forefront by cooperation. warehouse. ditions, national security cal standards, written for applications.
| INSPECTION | | SUICIDE|

Collector checks facilities al new tehsil

Central Chronicle News

KORIYA: Collector and District
Roktima Yadav
inspected the under-construc-
tion Tehsil building in Patna to
assess its progress and quality.
Finding the pace insufficient,
she reprimanded the con-
tractor, stating that no negli-
gence would be tolerated, and
mandated that construction
be completed by August 15.
She directed the construc-
tion agency to ensure high
standards of durability and
instructed officials to monitor

Magistrate

the site regularly.Following
this, the Collector visited the
Patna Tehsil office to review
revenue-related cases.
instructed officials to maxi-
mize the use of e-Court and
e-Office systems to enhance

R\

transparency
Emphasizing

She

and

that
infrastructure and technology
form the cornerstone of good
governance, she ordered that
all public cases be resolved
within stipulated timeframes.

Central Chronicle News

ter

speed.
modern

BAIKUNTHPUR: On July 8,
Pooja Paikra, the minor daugh-
of Constable Shivnath
Paikra, committed suicide at
her government residence in
Baikunthpur after being falsely
accused of theft at the IC Mart
store.On July 7, Pooja and her
sister visited the store, where
operators Deepak, Vinod, and
Jagat Vaidya allegedly detained
her, forced her to sign a theft

confession,
scooter, and extorted up to Rs
50,000 from her family. Dis-
tressed by the harassment and
intimidation,
herself while her parents were

confiscated her

Pooja hanged

Police investigate tragic death
of minor daughter s suicide

e
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out. Following mass protests
and the family’s refusal to per-
mit a post-mortem, the police
sealed IC Mart and registered a
formal case against the opera-
tors.

Commissioner guldes key medical college reforms

MCB: The first annual
meeting of the Autono-
mous Committee of Gov-
ernment Medical College,
Manendragarh, was held
under the chairmanship
of Surguja Divisional
Commissioner Narendra
Kumar Dugga. Key attend-
ees included Collector
Santan Devi Jangde and
various administrative,
PWD, and health officials.
The meeting focused on
infrastructural  develop-

ment, expanding health
services, and reinforcing
administrative efficiency.
Key decisions included
establishing a police out-
post on campus to bolster
security for patients and
staff, digitizing hospi-

tal records, setting up a
high-tech IT department,
and designing an official
institutional logo. The
committee also adopted
autonomous bylaws to
ensure financial and
operational transparency.

Commissioner Dugga
emphasized developing
the college into a premier
healthcare center for
the Surguja division. He
directed officials to opti-
mize resources, procure
modern equipment, and
maintain strict discipline,
ensuring that delivering
patient-centric, high-qual-
ityy, and transparent
healthcare services
remains the institution’s
highest priority.

Collector interacts with children
during Nyota Bhoj at High School

KORIYA: A ‘Nyota Bhoj’
(community feast) pro-
gram was organized on
Thursday at the Govern-
ment High School in Jam-
pani, under the Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shakti
Nirman Yojana. Collector
Roktima Yadav partici-
pated by dining along-
side the students. She
emphasized that the ini-
tiative builds strong bonds

between schools and local
communities, fostering a
supportive environment
that enhances both edu-
cation and nutrition. Dur-

ing her visit, the Collector
inspected the school’s
smart classroom and
urged teachers to focus on
quality instruction.

|HISTORIC READING ROOM IN DECAY|

Historic Vitha Bai Mohre reading room restoration

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Amidst the
winds of technological
evolution and shifting
urban landscapes, Mun-
geli is on the verge of
losing a priceless piece
of heritage that once
anchored the town’s
intellectual identity: the
historic Vitha Bai Mohre
Reading Room. Estab-
lished in 1927 during the

colonial era to foster pub-
lic awareness and spread
education, this landmark
is now in its 99th year
of existence. However,
instead of being cele-
brated, it stands as a
locked, dilapidated ruin,
completely abandoned
by the local administra-
tion and municipality.
Elders recall a time
when Mungeli was a
vibrant hub of literature

home

and knowledge,
to four prominent read-
ing rooms where Cciti-
zens gathered for serious

intellectual discussions
over books, magazines,
and newspapers. As time
progressed and mod-
ern libraries emerged,
the traditional read-
ing rooms faded away.
Today, ironically, not a
single one of those orig-
inal four centers remains
functional, and a heavy
lock has hung on the
gates of the Vitha Bai
Mohre Reading Room for

years. Due to a total lack
of maintenance, its walls
are crumbling, and the
structure is rapidly dete-
riorating.

This ongoing neglect
has sparked deep resent-
ment and sorrow among
local intellectuals and
concerned citizens.
They view the abandon-
ment of the facility as an
affront to Mungeli’s rich
cultural history.

Lightning safety awareness
campaign launched

KORBA: The Department
of Health and Family
Welfare has issued a
public safety appeal to
prevent casualties from
lightning strikes during
the monsoon. During
thunderstorms, citizens
are advised to avoid
open fields, farmlands,
water bodies, trees,
and elevated locations,
and instead seek shelter

inside concrete build-
ings or enclosed four-
wheeled vehicles.

People should stay
away from  metallic
objects and monitor
warnings from the Mete-
orological Department. If
caught in the open, indi-
viduals should crouch
down with feet together
and head low rather than
lying flat.

PLASTIC-FREE

Plastic-free
practices build
sustainable
Jarhagaon

MUNGELI: Under the
guidance of the Collec-
tor, Jarhagaon  Nagar
Panchayat President
Smt. Rupali Vedprakash
Kashyap, Chief Municipal
Officer Shubham Bakhtani,
and local public represen-
tatives have issued a joint
appeal urging citizens,
shopkeepers, and the gen-
eral public to completely
refrain from using sin-
gle-use plastic.

To ensure strict com-
pliance, the adminis-
tration announced that
confiscation proceedings
and heavy fines will be
imposed on anyone found
using, transporting, sell-
ing, or storing single-use
plastic materials.

TREE PLANTATION
Tree plantation
drive
strengthens
green mission

MUNGELI: The Gayatri
Pariwar held its monthly
seminar at Belsari, where
Narayan Prasad Pali
detailed constructive
activities planned for June
2026. Trust members
and speakers, including
Rajaram Dubey, Ramku-
mar Shrivas, and Sitaram
Shrivas, shared insights
on tree plantation and
collective spiritual prac-
tice (Samuh Sadhana),
with Dubey noting that
planting a tree is akin to

worshipping Lord Shiva.
During the event,
Sukhdev Kaushik

extended an invitation to
the upcoming Guru Purn-
ima program scheduled
for July 29 at Sakri.

LOK ADALAT

Supreme Court
announces special
Lok Adalat drive

KORBA: To make justice
accessible at the grassroots
level through mutual con-
sent, the Supreme Court
of India launched “Samad-
han Samaroh 2026, a
campaign culminating in
a “Special Lok Adalat” on
August 21, 22, and 23, 2026.
Pending cases suitable for
mutual settlement—includ-
ing civil and family dis-
putes, bank loans, insur-
ance, and motor accident
claims—will be resolved
at the Supreme Court
premises. Ahead of the
event, trained mediators
will facilitate conciliation
meetings at State, District,
and High Court mediation
centers.

ACTION TAKEN

Sand stockpiling
raises concerns
across Mungeli

MUNGELI: The district
administration is taking
continuous, strict action
to conserve mineral
resources and curb illegal
mining.

Under the direction of
the Collector and guid-
ance of the Mineral Offi-
cer, a joint team from the
police and the Mineral
Department conducted
a major operation across
Bhakhuridih, Sulfa, and
Pendri villages in Tehsil

Sargaon.
During the inspection,
authorities uncovered

large quantities of sand
illegally stockpiled at
various locations with-
out valid documentation.
The illegal stockpiles
were seized and placed
into official custody.
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Fun&clocus

Mount Elbrus is often
debated as Europe’s high-
est peak. In which country

is this mountain located?

The Dead Sea is famous = = =
for its extreme salinity, —— =
allowing people to float
effortlessly. It lies between ¥

which two countries?

The Indus Valley site of
Lothal is world famous for &
a unique ancient structure
that shows the advanced
planning of the civilization. g
What was this structure?

80% Petrol

ponent. What is the 20 per- +20% Ethanol

cent part of this blend?

E20 petrol is a new fuel
blend introduced across
India. It contains 80 per-
cent conventional petrol
mixed with another com-

" The Param Vir Chakra
st design was inspired by the
‘ weapon of which mytho-

logical figure?

The Hampi complex is

famous for its mix of s

temples, markets and mil-

itary structures. It served

as the capital of which his-

toric empire? .

Which goahe wore a dif-
nferent fluorescent jersey

every game in 1994 FIFA
World Cup?
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SCIENCE WATCH

Nalure’s geomelry
provides stability

Nature and natural geometry
optimizes growth, distributes
resources, and ensures stability,
serving as a fundamental driver
across biology, mathematics,
and physics. In nature cha-
meleons change their colour
pattern in just 20 seconds!

What is the Fibonacci

The Fibonacci sequence (1, 1, 2,

3,5,8...
where each number is the sum of
the preceding two. In plants like
sunflowers and pinecones, this
ratio dictates the perfect angle
of seed distribution, maximizing
exposure to sunlight and rainfall.

RANDOM STORY OF FIFA WORLD CUP

Nature loves fractals
sequence ¢

Fractals are infinitely complex
patterns that are self-similar
across different scales. You
can see fractal geometry in the
repeating structures of ferns,
river networks, and lightning
strikes. This painting too has
fractal sequence inspired by
nature.

) is a mathematical rule

When Zidane Igbal entered the field for Iraq against
Norway at Massachusetts in this ongoing FIFA World
Cup, he became the first Pakistani origin footballer
ever to play a World Cup match. His father is a
Pakistani Punjabi & was born in the city of Sahiwal.
His mother belongs from southern Iraq. However
Zidane Igbal (not named after Zinedine Zidane) was
born & brought up in Manchester. So technically
he is eligible to represent England, Pakistan & Iraq.
The officials of Iraq football contacted with him
via Instagram. Till then he had never visited Iraq.
But he accepted their proposal to play for the Iraqi
national team as only that could give him the best
chances to play major tournaments like World Cup
& Asian Cup. Yet during this World Cup he put flag
of Iraq in one shoe & Pakistani flag in the other (that
image is in the comment section). So have a look at
him & his shoes on next Monday when they’ll face
France!!!

TELL ME WHY?

Why do elephants have long ears?
There are two main reasons why an ele- £

phant’s ears are so large. The first reason
is for hearing. Elephants can often be a
long way from one another in the wild
and when they want to tune in to some-
thing that is happening a distance away,
they turn towards the sound. Then, they
open their ears wide and this helps ‘catch’
the sound. The other reason is that the
ears help them cool down. When an ele-
phant feels itself getting too hot, it pumps
blood into its ears and waggles its ears.
This cools the blood and the elephant.

Declaration was signed.

Declaration of Independence.

office records.

JULY 11 - THE DAY IN HISTORY

« June 11 holds several notable milestones in Indian history,
including the founding of the Allahabad High Court in 1866 and the
birth of revolutionary freedom fighter Ram Prasad Bismil in 1897.
« Same day in 1964, the ashes of India’s first PM Jawaharlal
Nehru, were scattered across the country and in 1976, the Moscow

«Same day in 1776, the Continental Congress formally drafted the

« On a moving state, in 1963, same day South Vietnamese Buddhist
monk Thich Thich Quang Duc committed self-immolation in Saigon
to protest President Ngo Dinh Diem’s anti-Buddhist policies.

« Also in 1982, Steven Spielberg’s beloved sci-fi classic E.T. the
Extra-Terrestrial premiered in theatres, eventually breaking box

FIFA
WORLD CUP

So have a look at him & his shoes on next Monday
when they’ll face France!!!

Daily Horoscope

ARIES

Be an optimistic and look at the
brighter side. Your confident
expectations open the door for
realization of your hopes and
desires. You are most likely to
attain financial profits today
at night because as any money
lent before will come back
instantly. A family get-together
will see you occupy the center
stage. You might visit different
malls or shopping complexes
with your family.

Gemini

You would get relief from

the tensions and strains of

life which you have been
experiencing for long. It is right
time to change your life style to
permanently keep them a bay.
Real estate investment would
be lucrative. An old friend
makes a pleasant visit later in
the day. Be polite and charming
to every one whosoever stands
in your way. You will like what
they say and share with you.

Leo

Your kind nature will bring
many happy moments
today. Avoid any long-
term investments and try
to go out and spend some
pleasant moments with
your good friend. Your
thirst for knowledge will
help you make new friends.
Efforts made to improve
your looks and personality
will turn out to your
satisfaction.

Libra

Support of highly influential
people will give a big boost
to your moral. Today, there
is a possibility of gaining
monetary benefits, but due
to your aggressive nature,
you may not be able to earn
as expected. Spending time
with family members would
be enjoyable. Try not to

say anything harsh to your
beloved-otherwise you may
have to repent later.

Sagittarius

Cultivate a generous attitude
towards life. There is no use
of complaining and getting
upset over your living
conditions. It is the beggarly
thinking which destroys the
fragrance of life and kills the
hope of living a content life.
Today, there will be a constant
outflow of money, and you
may face difficulties in
accumulating wealth today.

Aquarius

Start meditation and yoga
for physical gain especially
mental toughness. If you are
going on a trip, then look out
for your valuables and bags,
as they are likely to be stolen.
Especially, keep your purse
at a safe place today. Proper
dialogue and co-operation
will improve relationship
with spouse. Be careful as
someone could try to tarnish
your image.

Taurus

A wonderful day to do things
that would make you feel
good about yourself. You will
be in the mood to travel and
spend money- but you will
be sorry if you do. Choose
your words with care when
interacting with important
people. You can go out with
your younger brother and
have a lot of fun. This will
strengthen your bond and
intensify your relationship.

Cancer

Your hope will bloom like a rich
delicate fragrant and dazzling
flower. Today will prove to be
economically better than the
rest of the days and you will
earn enough money. Visiting
guests occupy your evenings.
As you like to carry out your
favourite activity in free time,
you'll think of doing something
similar even today. However,
you won't be able to fulfil your
plan due to an uninvited guest.

Virgo

Today you are under magic
spell of hope. Today you

can invest your money in
religious activities, and most
likely to incur mental peace
and stability. You will find

it difficult to please your
parents. Try to understand
and look the things from their
perspective to give positive
results. Try harder you will
definitely be luckier as it is
your day today.

Scorpio

Your tremendous effort and
timely support by family
members would bring desired
results. But keep working
hard to maintain current spirit
going. Monetary transactions
will continuously take place
throughout the day, and after
the end of the day, you will be
able to save enough. Purchase
of essential items for the
kitchen keeps you busy in the
evening.

Capricorn

Friends will introduce you

to somebody special who
would have a remarkable
influence on your thoughts.
Those who have borrowed
money from anyone may
have to repay the loan under
any circumstances. In such a
manner, it can weaken your
economic situation. This is
the perfect day to attract the
attention of others without
doing much on your side.

Pisces

Try to get out of your office
early and do things that you
really enjoy. Sudden inflow of
funds takes care of your bills and
immediate expenses. Relatives
will be willing to give you a
helping hand. You'll remain
very busy today, but you'll find
ample time in the evening to do
something you like and enjoy.
Daydreaming is not that bad,
provided you generate some
creative ideas out of it.

=/ |
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FACT OF TH

Two-year-old chess 1.rprodigy
Aishi Gali stunned the chess
world by solving 100 Pawn Pro-
motion Checkmate puzzles in
just 17 minutes and 1 second
at the Roy Chess Academy in
Hyderabad. Surpassing heruﬁ
initial target of 75 puzzles, the @
record-breaking feat is currently

CHESS

ACADEMY

{ | HYDERABAD

Posﬂwe thoughts

life.

THINK

< create positive
feelings.
Positive feelings

create a positive

Qe i@

| STAY
POSITIVE P(ISI‘I'I‘J'E POSITWE FOCUSED | SUCCESS

Think Po
Be P
ACHIEVE

Story Time

The first evidence of prints were Chinese woodcuts
from at least the 7th century AD. Cloth printing was
popular even before paper printing in China, India,
and Europe. Woodblock printing, popularly known
today as xylography, was the first method of
paper printing. It became widely used throughout
East Asia. Typogra-phy-printing was developed in
Europe first, which helped in the mass production
of letters on paper. Johann Gutenberg invented
the printing press in the 1450's. His was a durable
machine. The Gutenberg Bible was the first major
book printed using a mass-produced, movable,
metal type printing press in Europe. Gutenberg
developed an oil-based ink which was more
resilient than water based inks.

Across

1. Chief of the Greek
gods (4)

3. Adversary (8)

9. Design (7)

10. Slimming courses (5)
11. Raise, set up (5)
12. Brownish crimson
colour (6)

14. Meaning (6)

16. Unmarried (6)

19. Apprehensive,

edgy (6)

:Benevolent

|| MEANING:
Kind and generous in helping others.

) EXAMPLE:
The teacher was benevolent, always
supporting her students.

SYNONYMS:

ANTONYMS:

Cruel, Unkind, Heartless, Harsh, Indifferent. 9

Kindness Makes
the World Bel'ter

21. Quilt (5)

24. Rot (5)

25. Naturally grown (7)
26. Late afternoon
church service (8)
27.Small room (4)

Coccyx

Femur

Fibula

Frontal

Ilium

Down
1. Airship (8)

2. Loosen (5)

4. Central American Canal (6)
5. Command (5)

6. Soon (7)

7. Piece of work (4)

8. Court entertainer (6)

13. Upright (8)

15. Dashing manner (7)

17. Colour of the spectrum (6)
18. Business magnate (6)

20. Chasm (5)

22. Meeting place (5)

LL

Kind, Generous, Compassionate, Charitable, Gracious.
o0 o

23. Brink (4)
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Cranium

Humerus
Hyoid

Lumbar

DAILY WORD SEARCH

Mandible
Maxilla
Metatarsal
Occipital
Parietal
Patella
Pelvis
Radius
Rib
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Tripura emerging as India’s
gateway Lo Southeast Asia

Jyotiraditya Scindia
Union Minister for Development of the
North Eastern Region

BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST
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HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?
Markets rally for 2nd day powered by
IT stocks; Sensex ends 827 pts higher

& MARKETS ~/"

India aims to become strategic
leader in hosting GCCs: FM

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman says India aims to become the world’s strategic
GCC hub by driving innovation, research, Al development and enterprise leadership.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman said India aspires
to become a “strategic
leader” in hosting global
capability centres (GCCs)
of MNCs and become indis-
pensable to the world’s
knowledge economy.
Addressing the CII GCC
Business Summit 2026,
Sitharaman said from one
new GCC being set up
every week in 2024, India,
on an average, NOw sees
one such addition every
day, making the country
host to more than half of

the world’s GCCs. Stressing
that India’s GCC ecosystem
has reached a point where
scale is no longer the only
measurement of success,
she said the focus is now on
enabling global enterprises
to develop next-generation
products, frontier technol-
ogies and shape enterprise
strategy from the country.
India possesses “every
ingredient” required to
lead this transformation,
she said. “Our aspiration
is not merely to host the
world’s capability centre or
centres, but to shape nex-
t-generation technologies
and products and enter-

® Sitharaman says India
moving from capability

to global innovation
leadership today.

prises of the future. So, this
is how India moves from
capability to leadership.
“India’s GCC journey is
much larger than the story
of one successful sector. It
is about making India indis-
pensable to the world’s
knowledge economy and
strengthening our long-

term economic resilience.
In doing so, we will only
gain a new form of eco-
nomic resilience and stra-
tegic relevance,” Sithara-
man said. India hosts more
than 2,100 GCCs, employ-
ing 23 lakh professionals
directly and generating
almost USD 100 billion in
annual revenue. “From
capability to global leader-
ship is what I think defines
India’s next decade. The
opportunity before India is
to redefine our place in the
global economy,” the FM
said. Around two-thirds of
Fortune Global 2000 com-
panies are yet to establish a

GCC in India. This is one
of the largest untapped
investment opportunities
before us. “Indian GCCs
are assuming a growing
share of global leadership
mandates and strategic
decision-making respon-
sibilities. In other words,
India’s value proposition
has evolved from cost-ef-
ficiency to capability lead-
ership,” Sitharaman said.
She said enterprises are
now moving beyond mini-
mising cost to maximising
innovation, accelerating
discovery and strength-
ening long-term competi-
tiveness.

Motorola launches
‘moto g77 Power’

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Motorola, a
global leader in mobile
technology and innovation
and one of India’s leading
Al smartphone~ brands,
announced the launch of
the new moto g77 Power,
the segment’s leading cam-
era smartphone. Designed
for consumers who expect
more from their everyday
smartphone, the moto g77
Power combines a profes-
sional-grade Sony LYTIA
600 camera system, an
immersive 120Hz FHD+
display, a massive multi-
day battery, and military-
grade durability in a pre-
mium design. Whether it’s
capturing life’s moments,
powering through work,
multi-tasking, or staying
entertained, the moto g77
Power is built to deliver a
smarter, more complete
smartphone experience.
At the heart of the moto
g77 Power is the segment’s
leading pro-grade 50MP
Sony LYTIA 600 camera
system, designed to help
users capture brighter,

sharper, and more vibrant
photos in virtually every
lighting condition. Pow-
ered by Quad Pixel tech-
nology, it delivers excep-
tional detail and enhanced
low-light performance,
while the advanced 2-in-1
Light Sensor measures
ambient light instantly to
enable faster, more accu-
rate focus. Complementing
the main camera is an 8MP
ultra-wide lens that lets
users fit more into every
frame—perfect for land-
scapes, group photos, and
expansive scenes. Whether
it's everyday moments
or special memories, the
moto g77 Power ensures
every shot looks its best.

|4TH ANNIVERSARY |

Volkswagen celebrates
4 years of Virtus in India

Press Trust Of India

Volkswagen India
celebrates 4 year
anniversary with
exclusive benefits.

MUMBAL: Volkswagen
India is celebrating the
4th anniversary of the Vir-
tus with festivities across
its network, announcing
special benefits and exclu-
sive deals for customers.

Since its launch in 2022,
the Virtus has become
one of Volkswagen India’s
most popular products
and continues to consis-
tently lead the premium
sedan segement for over 2
years.

As a part of celebra-
tions, Volkswagen India
has introduced special
anniversary benefits
across the Virtus variant
range, including - buy now
& pay later scheme, loyalty
benefits, special anniver-
sary celebration benefits
and exclusive offers for

/

FACTFILE

® Volkswagen sold 1
Virtus nearly every 24
minutes since launch in
2022.

Doctors and Chartered
Accountants.

Over the last 4 years,
Volkswagen sold 1 Virtus
nearly every 24 minutes,
reinforcing its position as
one of India’s most-loved
premium sedans. The
momentum continues in
2026, with the Virtus con-
tinuing to drive sales vol-
umes. Customer prefer-
ence continues to be led by
the GT variants and auto-
matic powertrains, high-
lighting the strong appeal
of Virtus among buyers

who value premium expe-
riences, performance and
driving dynamics. Nitin
Kohli, Brand Director,
Volkswagen India, said,
“Celebrating 4 years of the
Virtus is a proud milestone
for Volkswagen India. It
reflects the trust our cus-
tomers have placed in the
brand and the enduring
appeal of the Virtus.

We are grateful to every
customer who has been
part of this journey. As we
celebrate this milestone,
these special anniversary
benefits, including exclu-
sive offers for Doctors and
Chartered  Accountants,
are our way of thanking
our customers and wel-
coming more enthusiasts
to the Volkswagen family.”

| ITR-7 EXCEL UTILITY |

I'T Dept launches I'TR-7 excel utility for AY 2026-27

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Income
Tax Department has
released the Excel Utility
for ITR-7 for the Assess-
ment Year (AY) 2026-27 on
its e-Filing portal, enabling
eligible trusts, institutions,
political parties, and other
specified entities to pre-
pare and validate their
income tax returns offline
before uploading them

online. Announcing the
rollout through its official
X account, the department
urged eligible taxpayers to
use the newly launched
utility. The offline tool
allows wusers to enter
return details, validate the
information, and gener-
ate a JSON file, which can
then be uploaded to the
Income Tax e-Filing por-
tal for final submission.
The ITR-7 form is appli-

cable for income earned
during the Financial Year
2025-26 and is meant for
entities required to file

returns under Sections
139(4A), 139(4B), 139(4C),
and 139(4D) of the Income-
tax Act. These include

charitable and religious
trusts, political parties,
scientific research insti-
tutions, universities, col-
leges, educational institu-
tions, and certain other
specified  organisations.
Eligible firms, associa-
tions of persons, local
authorities, and artificial
juridical persons covered
under these provisions
can also use the utility.
The department has clar-

ified that entities whose
income is fully exempt
under Section 10 and are
not required to file returns
under Section 139 are not
eligible to use ITR-7 from
AY 2022-23 onwards. The
Excel Utility provides an
offline filing option, allow-
ing institutions to prepare
and review their returns
independently before
uploading them electron-
ically.

RALLY FOR 2ND DAY
POWERED BY IT STOCKS
77,569.39 24,206.90
A B27.57 p1s A 24410 p15
(1.08%) (1.02%)
SENSEX JUMPS NEFTY GAINS TOP GAINERS BROAD-BASED RALLY
8275715 244105 e poETES A g secrons
TO CLOSE AT 7156539 TO END AT 10650

Stock market benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty ended 1 per
cent higher on Friday, extending
gains for the second day, aided by a
rally in heavyweights Reliance Indus-
tries, ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank, and
positive global cues. Easing crude
oil prices and buying in IT stocks
after TCS reported an increase in its
June-quarter net profit and guided
towards an improvement in demand
returning in the ongoing quarter also
propelled the rally in the domestic
market. The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 827.57 points, or 1.08 per
cent, to settle at 77,569.39. During the

MUMBAI:

day, it soared 900.41 points, or 1.17
per cent, to 77,642.23. The 50-share
NSE Nifty surged 244.10 points, or 1.02
per cent, to end at 24,206.90. From
the Sensex pack, Reliance Industries,
Tech Mahindra, Bharat Electron-
ics, Axis Bank, Tata Steel and Info-
sys were among the major winners.
TCS ended 1 per cent higher after the
country’s largest IT services company
on Thursday reported a 4.61 per cent
increase in its QIFY27 net profit to Rs
13,349 crore, and guided towards an
improvement in demand impacted by
the West Asia crisis, returning in the
ongoing quarter.

PMAY SPOT SANCTION CAMPS
Aadhar Housing Finance
organises PMAY spot
sanction camps

MUMBAI: Aadhar Housing Finance
Ltd. will organise PMAY Spot Sanction
Camps across Chhattisgarh on July 10
and 11, 2026, to help eligible families
access affordable housing finance
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY). The initiative aims to
simplify the home loan process and
promote affordable homeownership,
particularly among first-time buyers.
The camps will be held in Raipur,
Bhilai, Bhilaspur, Ambikapur and
several other cities, where customers
will receive guidance on PMAY eligi-
bility, subsidy benefits, documenta-
tion and home loan procedures. Eli-
gible applicants will also be provided
with spot home loan sanction letters
after submitting the required docu-
ments. Aadhar Housing Finance cur-
rently operates 27 branches, includ-
ing Deep Impact branches, across
Chhattisgarh. Managing Director and
CEO Rishi Anand said the company
is committed to making homeowner-
ship more accessible by simplifying
housing finance for underserved fam-
ilies. He added that the PMAY Spot
Sanction Camps would help more
people achieve their dream of owning
a home.

BULLION MARKET

Gold rebounds

Rs 400 per 10gm in
Delhi on value buying

- =4
NEW DELHI: Gold prices edged up by
Rs 400 to Rs 1,48,500 per 10 grams in
the national capital on Friday, while
silver jumped Rs 5,000, as value buy-
ing by traders and a weak US dollar
revived demand for precious metals.
The yellow metal of 99.9 per cent
purity closed at Rs 1,48,100 per 10
grams in the preceding session. Sil-
ver also snapped its three-session
losing streak, surging Rs 5,000 to
Rs 2,37,000 per kilogram (inclusive
of all taxes) from Thursday’s closing
level of Rs 2,32,000 per kg. Traders
said the recovery came as the dollar
index weakened for the third straight
session, boosting the appeal of pre-
cious metals, while investors also took
advantage of lower prices after gold
touched a one-week low earlier this
week. “Gold prices traded modestly
higher on Friday as a weak US dollar
and bargain buying supported senti-

IPO OPENING
SBI Funds Management Ltd’s IPO to open on July
14, price band of Rs 545 to Rs 574 per equily share

An Investment Mansger to 381 Mitual Fund

MUMBAI: SBI Funds Management Ltd
has fixed the price band of Rs 545 to
Rs 574 per Equity Share of face value
Rs 1 each for its maiden initial public
offer. The Initial Public Offering of
the Company will open on Tuesday, 14
July, 2026, for subscription and close
on Thursday, 16 July, 2026. Investors
can bid for a minimum of 26 Equity
Shares and in multiples of 26 Equity
Shares thereafter. The IPO is an offer-
for-sale for up to 203,709,239 Equity
shares of face value of Rs 1 each. The
Anchor Investor Bid/ Offer Opens and
Closes on Monday, July 13, 2026. Orig-
inally incorporated in 1992, the com-
pany is the largest asset management
company in India by quarterly average
mutual fund assets under manage-
ment, with QAAUM of Rs 12,509.98
billion and a mutual fund market
share of 15.3% as of March 31, 2026, a
position that it has consistently held
since March 2021. Including its Port-
folio Management Services and other
advisory mandates, its total QAAUM
was Rs 29,461.05 billion as at March 31,
2026. The company is India’s oldest
AMC, acting as the investment man-

ager to SBI Mutual Fund, which com-
menced operations in June 1987 as the
first mutual fund entity outside the
Unit Trust of India. The company is
also India’s largest passive (exchange
traded fund and index funds) asset
manager with passive (ETF and index
funds) QAAUM of Rs 4,055.26 billion
representing a market share of 27.9%
as at March 31, 2026, a leadership
position it has held since March 2021.
Its total QAAUM has grown at a com-
pound annual growth rate (“CAGR”)
of 14.22% between March 31, 2024,
and March 31, 2026, while its mutual
fund QAAUM has grown at a CAGR of
16.97% during the same period. The
company’s equity, equity-oriented
and equity-hybrids (excluding arbi-
trage and including overseas fund
of funds) QAAUM grew at a CAGR of
21.79% during the same period. The
company received SEBI’s approval
to act as the asset management to
SBI Mutual Fund in 1993. In 2004,
the company became a joint venture
when Société Générale Asset Manage-
ment S.A. acquired a 37% stake in the
company.
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Referring to allega-
tions surrounding
the Ram temple trust,
Raja alleged it had
“betrayed the trust of
people” and said res-
ignations alone would
not suffice.

NEW DELHI: The Commu-
nist Party of India (CPI)
on Friday reiterated its
demand for a judicial
probe into the alleged
embezzlement of dona-
tion funds collected at the
Ram temple in Ayodhya,
accusing the BJP-led Cen-
tre of remaining silent
over the issue and seeking
accountability from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Addressing a press
conference here ahead of
Monsoon Session of Par-
liament slated to begin
July 20, CPI general secre-
tary D Raja also expressed
support for the nation-
wide protest announced
by women’s organisations
on the opening day of the
session to demand imme-
diate implementation
of women’s reservation,
accusing the government
of using “all kinds of
tricks” to delay its rollout.
Referring to allegations
surrounding the Ram
temple trust, Raja alleged
it had “betrayed the trust
of people” and said res-
ignations alone would
not suffice. “In fact, the
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Communist Party of India (CP1) General Secretary D Raja addresses a press

trust has defamed itself.
The trust has betrayed
the trust of the people.
The trust has become
trustworthy. Mr Modi is
keeping quiet. He has not
uttered a word so far. Mr
Amit Shah has also not
spoken on this issue,” he
said. Drawing a compar-
ison with Prime Minister
Modi’s remarks during
the 2024 Odisha Assembly
election campaign over
alleged theft from the
Jagannath Temple’s Ratna
Bhandar, Raja questioned
why the prime minister
was now silent.

“Our party has been
demanding from the very
beginning that a high-level
judicial probe be con-
ducted. The probe must
be completely transpar-
ent and nobody should

conference, in New Delhi, Friday.

be allowed to go scot-free.
Resignations are not the
answer,” he said.

On women’s reserva-
tion, Raja said CPI had
consistently  supported
the demand and accused
the government of delay-
ing its implementation
through procedural mea-
sures. “This government
is using all kinds of tricks
to avoid implementing it
(women’s  reservation).
The government should
stop all manipulations
and honour Parliament’s
commitment to provide
reservation,” he said.

He said women’s
organisations across
the country had come
together to intensify their
campaign and would
stage a protest on July 20,
coinciding with the start

of the Monsoon Session,
alongside demonstrations
by youth and student
organisations.

“As far as our party is
concerned, we stand with
the women’s organisa-
tions. Women should have
equal rights in our democ-
racy and an adequate
place in decision-making
bodies of our democratic
system,” Raja said.

The CPI leader also
announced a nationwide
campaign from August
6 to 15, during which
the party will organ-
ise padyatras and other
outreach  programmes
across states to highlight
what it described as the
Modi government’s fail-
ure to address issues of
livelihood, unemploy-
ment, rural distress and
the concerns of workers,
farmers, youth, students
and women. The cam-
paign will culminate in a
rally in Delhi on Septem-
ber 1, he said. Raja also
demanded  restoration
of the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), criticising
the rural employment
programme replacing it as
burdensome for states. He
also called for resignation
of the minister concerned
over repeated exami-
nation paper leaks, and
reiterated CPI’s support
for the restoration of com-
plete statehood to Jammu
and Kashmir.

registered in the
case at the Sher-
garhi police station
in Srinagar on the
day of the violence.
The NIA took over
the case in April this
year on the direc-
tives of the Ministry
of Home Affairs.

NEW DELHI: The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Friday filed a
charge sheet against six
Kashmiri separatist lead-
ers, including Shabir
Ahmad Shah, for alleg-
edly instigating large-s-
cale mob violence against
police personnel during
the funeral procession of
a slain terrorist in Srina-
gar nearly three decades
ago. Besides Shah, three
other Hurriyat Confer-
ence deceased leaders
-- Syed Ali Shah Geelani
(the hardline pro-Paki-
stan supporter), Abdul
Ganie Lone, the father of
former Jammu and Kash-
mir minister Sajjad Lone
and Mohd Yaqoob Wakeel
alias Mohd Yaqoob Vakil
-- were also named in the
charge sheet filed before
the NIA Special Court in
Jammu. Kashmiri sepa-
ratists Javid Ahmad Mir,
former commander of
the banned outfit Jammu
Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF), and Shakeel
Ahmad Bakshi were also
charged.

conspiracy and the com-
mon object of unlawful
assembly, along with sup-
porting evidence, a state-
ment issued by the probe
agency said.

The NIA ascertained
during the investigation
that all six accused led an
unlawful assembly and
instigated large-scale vio-
lence against police per-
sonnel during the funeral
procession of slain terror-
ist Hilal Ahmad Beigh in
Srinagar on July 17, 1996.

Armed terrorists
blended with the proces-
sion, which was jointly
led by the accused Hur-
riyat leaders, and fired
indiscriminately at police
personnel during the
violence, in which sev-
eral police officials were
injured, the NIA said,
adding that government
vehicles were also exten-
sively damaged in heavy
stone pelting.

As per NIA’s findings
in the case, the accused
Hurriyat leaders had
actively incited the vio-
lence, raising anti-India,
pro-Pakistan and seces-
sionist slogans.

They delivered inflam-
matory speeches advo-
cating armed struggle,
the NIA allegedly further
found.

Investigation by the
anti-terror agency clearly
established that the mob
violence was part of a
larger, pre-planned crimi-
nal conspiracy of the Hur-

ing separatist ideology,
mobilising public support
against the Government
of India, provoking pub-
lic disorder, and incit-
ing violence against law
enforcement  agencies,
while demonstrating the
strength of the Hurriyat
in Jammu & Kashmir, the
statement said.

All six have been
charged under relevant
provisions of the Ranbir
Penal Code, 1989, with
criminal conspiracy,
attempt to murder, riot-
ing and assault on public
servants along with Sec-
tion 13 of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act, 1967, it said.

The section entails
punishment of up to
seven years for who-
ever takes part in or
commits, or advocates,
abets, advises or incites
the commission of any
unlawful activity.

The charges against
Geelani, Lone and
Wakeel stand abated as
they passed away during
the pendency of the pro-
ceedings, the NIA said.

Shah was arrested by
the NIA in April this year
in the 1996 case, a month
after he was released
after spending seven
years in Tihar jail in a ter-
ror funding case. Mir and
Bakshi had surrendered
before a court in Decem-
ber last year and they are
in judicial custody, offi-
cials said.

Vande Mataram transformed love for
motherland into national duty: Vice President

Press Trust Of India

SHIMLA: Vande Mataram
transformed love for the
motherland into a sacred
national duty, inspiring
generations of freedom
fighters with courage,
sacrifice and hope, said
Vice President C P Rad-
hakrishnan on Friday.

He was virtually
addressing the inaugu-
ration of the Permanent
Exhibition on Journey of
Vande Mataram and the
International Seminar
on ‘Sardar Patel’s Vision:
Integration, Unification
and Federalism’, orga-
nised by the Indian Insti-
tute of Advanced Study
(IIAS), Shimla. The VP
said that the nation was

commemorating two
historic milestones -- the
150th  anniversary of

the national song Vande
Mataram and the 150th
birth  anniversary of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
He remarked that such
occasions provide an
opportunity not merely

to remember history but
to reconnect with its soul,
while inspiring national
introspection and cele-
bration. Paying tribute to
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
the VP said that he united
not only territories but
also the hearts of Indians,
laying the foundation for
one nation, one Consti-
tution and one common
destiny. “Vande Mataram
transformed love for the
motherland into a sacred
national duty, inspiring
generations of freedom
fighters with courage,
sacrifice  and  hope,”
he said in a statement
issued here. Emphasis-
ing that patriotism must
be reflected every day
through honesty, excel-

lence and unity of pur-
pose, he urged citizens to
carry forward the time-
less message of Vande
Mataram and Sardar
Patel’s enduring vision by
renewing their commit-
ment to a united, confi-
dent and inclusive India.

He observed that while
innovations can make a
nation prosperous, it is
ideas that make a nation
truly great. Recalling the
role of Vande Mataram
during India’s freedom
movement, he said the
national song united peo-
ple across regions, lan-
guages, faiths and social
backgrounds through the
shared dream of an inde-
pendent India.

Sharing examples from
Tamil Nadu, the Vice
President highlighted
the contributions of free-
dom fighters such as V O
Chidambaram Pillai, Tir-
uppur Kumaran, Vanch-
inathan and Mahakavi
Subramania Bharati, who
drew inspiration from the
spirit of Vande Mataram.

Press Trust Of India

PATNA: Bihar Chief Min-
ister Samrat Choudhary
on Friday transferred
more than Rs 1,423 crore
to the bank accounts of
97.84 lakh social secu-
rity pension beneficia-
ries through DBT and
announced that the 10th
of every month would be
observed as ‘Bihar Pen-

sion Day’.
Addressing a function
here, Choudhary said

no eligible person would
be deprived of pension
benefits and announced
that a special campaign
would be launched to
identify and enrol those
left out of the schemes.
The virtual event was
attended by social secu-
rity pension beneficia-
ries, district magistrates
from across the state, and
other dignitaries. Accord-
ing to a statement by the

| BIHAR CHIEF MINISTER SAYS |

‘10th of every month to be
observed as ‘Bihar Pension Day”

CMO, “The CM trans-
ferred Rs 1,423.94 crore
through the Direct Bene-
fit Transfer (DBT) system
into the bank accounts
of 97.84 lakh social secu-
rity pension beneficiaries
and announced that the
10th of every month will
be observed as ‘Bihar
Pension Day’”. He said
pension amounts would
be transferred through
the DBT to the bank
accounts of all eligible
social security pension
beneficiaries on the 10th

+TE—

of every month. The gov-
ernment remains com-
mitted to ensuring social
security for the poor, the
deprived, and the most
vulnerable sections of
society, he added.

The amount trans-
ferred includes the June
2026 pension under the
state’s three social secu-
rity pension schemes
and the May and June
2026 pensions under
the three National Social
Assistance  Programme
(NSAP) pension schemes.

Congratulating all ben-
eficiaries, the CM said
the initiative reflected
the government’s com-
mitment to transpar-
ency, accountability and
technology-driven public
welfare. He added that

under the leadership of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the welfare, dig-
nity and social security
of the poor, elderly, per-
sons with disabilities and
other deprived sections
had been accorded the
highest priority.

Congress leader Randeep
Singh Surjewala ques-
tioned the Centre’s etha-
nol-blended petrol policy
on Friday, alleging that
the government has failed
to address concerns over
vehicle compatibility, fuel
efficiency, pricing and
food security. Citing the
NITI Aayog’s 2021 road-
map on ethanol blend-
ing, Surjewala claimed
that existing petrol vehi-
cles require material
and engine compatibility
for E20 fuel. He asked
whether the government
has implemented these
recommendations before
rolling out 20 per cent
ethanol-blended petrol.
Referring to reports of
the Automotive Research
Association  of India
(ARAI), he claimed that
E20 fuel can accelerate
wear and tear of rubber
fuel system components,
such as hoses, seals and
gaskets. Surjewala ques-
tioned why the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led Centre
has introduced E20 pet-
rol without ensuring that
the existing vehicles are
compatible.

PANAJI

‘One Nation,
One Election
game-changing
for country’

The ‘One Nation, One

Election’ reform could
prove to be a “game-chang-
ing law” for the country
as it would improve gov-
ernance, attract invest-
ments and generate more
employment by reducing
time and resources spent
on frequent elections, BJP
MP Anurag Thakur said on
Friday.

Thakur, a member of
the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) exam-
ining the Constitution
(One Hundred and Twen-
ty-Ninth Amendment)
Bill 2024, was speaking to
reporters after the com-
mittee held consultations
with stakeholders in Goa
on the first day of its two-
day visit.

Drawing a parallel with
the rollout of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST), he
said the country had bene-
fited from this “one nation,
one tax” reform.

| ANALYSIS FINDS |

India among 4 countries with largest number
of cities at-risk from extreme heat

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India, Paki-
stan, Nigeria and Ghana
together host the largest
number of cities at risk
of extreme heat, with
major tourist destina-
tions including Jaipur
and international busi-
ness hubs in the top 50,
according to an analysis
that has ranked 205 of
the world’s largest cities.
More than 95 per cent
of the most at-risk cit-
ies are in South and
Southeast Asia and Sub
-Saharan Africa. Iraqg’s
city of Al Basrah is the

world’s most at-risk, fol-
lowed by Ahmedabad
in Gujarat, the study
published in the journal
Sustainable Cities and
Society says, identify-
ing places where people
are most in danger as
the planet continues to
warm. Fourteen Indian
cities that featured in the
top 50 at-risk locations
included Nagpur and
Pune in Maharashtra,
Madurai and Chennai in
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka’s
Bengaluru and Uttar
Pradesh’s Kanpur and
Lucknow. Lead author,
Nethmi Jayaratne Kar-

iyawasam, a researcher
at the UK’s Oxford Uni-
versity, said, “It isn’t just
exposure to hot tem-
peratures that matters
for risk. Our study high-
lights the importance
of multi-faceted global
heat risk assessments,
which reveal the diverse

pathways through
which urban heat risk
emerges.”

“In many major cit-
ies, particularly across
Asia and Africa, extreme
heat coincides with high
vulnerability and lim-
ited coping capacity.
This combination can

substantially  increase
heat risk and, in some
cases, have life-threat-
ening  consequences,”
Kariyawasam said. The
study analysed cities
with a population of over
one million. Factors con-
sidered include demo-
graphic and socioeco-
nomic conditions that
increase susceptibility to
heat-related illness and
mortality, such as age
and financial means, as
well as access to cooling
infrastructure such as air
conditioning, and eco-
logical buffers such as
tree cover.

ITIS INFORMED TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC THAT |
JAGDISH KUMAR S/O NAVEEN
CHANDRA MOURYA RESIDENCE
OF MAKAN NO 142, WARD NO 08
GODKHAMHI, KHAMHI,
MUNGELI, C.G. 495115 HAVE
CHANGED MY OLD NAME
JAGDISH KUMAR S/O NAVEEN
CHANDRA MOURYA, SO IN
FUTURE | SHOULD BE
RECOGNIZED BY MY NEW NAME
JAGDISH KUMAR MOURYA S/O
NAVEEN CHANDRA MOURYA IN
ALL GOVERNMENT AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS.

JAGDISH KUMAR MOURYA
MAKAN NO 142, WARD NO 08,

GODKHAMHI KHAMHI, MUNGELI,
C.G. 495115

Form -1
l, (Old Name Which is to
be changed) Ram
Prasad Sidar S/W/D/o
Jugutram Jangde
Village/City Hardi Kala
Tona Tahsil Belha
District Bilaspur
Chhattisgarh have
changed my name from
Ram Prasad Sidar (Old
Name) to Bedram
Jangde (New name)

Signature (old name)

IT IS INFORMED TO THE GENERAL
PUBLIC THAT | MAHINDRA SINGH
THAKUR S/0 NAND KISHOR SINGH
THAKUR RESIDENCE OF BANGLA
NO.2, ADINATH PARISAR, MANGLA
CHOWK, GANGA NAGAR-2,
MANGLA, BILASPUR, C.G. 495001
HAVE CHANGED MY OLD NAME
MAHINDRA SINGH THAKUR S/O
NAND KISHOR SINGH THAKUR, SO
IN FUTURE | SHOULD BE
RECOGNIZED BY MY NEW NAME
MAHENDRA SINGH THAKUR S/0
NAND KISHOR SINGH THAKUR IN
ALL GOVERNMENT AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS.

MAHENDRA SINGH THAKUR
BANGLA NO.2, ADINATH PARISAR,

MANGLA CHOWK, GANGA NAGAR-
2, MANGLA, BILASPUR,
C.G. 495001

NO-02, GANGA NAGAR PHASE-02,
AADINATH PARISAR, PO-MANGLA,

SHOULD BE RECOGNIZED BY MY

VIKAS SINGH THAKUR

CHANGE OF NAME  CHANGE OF NAME | CHANGE OF NAME | CHANGE OF NAME

ITIS INFORMED TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC THAT | VIKAS
THAKUR S/O MAHENDRA SINGH
THAKUR RESIDENCE OF HOUSE

MANGLA, BILASPUR,C.G. 495001
HAVE CHANGED MY OLD NAME
VIKAS THAKUR S/0 MAHENDRA
SINGH THAKUR, SO IN FUTURE |

NEW NAME VIKAS SINGH
THAKUR $/0 MAHENDRA SINGH
THAKUR IN ALL GOVERNMENT

AND OTHER DOCUMENTS.

HOUSE NO-02, GANGA NAGAR
PHASE-02, AADINATH PARISAR,
PO-MANGLA, MANGLA,
BILASPUR,C.G. 495001
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OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

Leadership earns respect through honesty, sacrifice, humility,
and relentless dedication toward uplifting every citizen.”

[ Jayaprakash Narayan ]

| OUR VIEW |

Urban Flooding
Requires Planning
Beyond Promises

or nearly a decade, Gurugram has become a symbol

of India’s urban growth, yet every monsoon exposes

a troubling contradiction. Despite spending nearly Rs
1,400 crore on drainage improvements since the infamous 2016
“Gurujam,” the city continues to struggle with severe flooding
after heavy rainfall. The latest spell, which submerged roads,
stranded commuters and disrupted daily life, raises an uncom-
fortable question: how can such enormous public investment
fail to produce reliable results? Infrastructure projects are
meaningful only when they improve the lives of citizens. While
governments often announce ambitious plans and allocate sub-
stantial funds, implementation remains the weakest link. Guru-
gram’s comprehensive drainage overhaul, including restoration
of natural stormwater channels, construction of check dams
and recharge wells, was expected to transform the city’s flood
management. However, several projects remain incomplete,
while large sums have been spent on temporary measures that
offer only short-term relief instead of permanent solutions. The
consequences are borne by ordinary citizens. Schoolchildren
trapped in buses for hours, commuters spending two hours
to cover a few kilometres, damaged roads, flooded residential
colonies and dangerous open sewer pits reflect not merely the
force of nature but administrative shortcomings. Extreme rain-
fall cannot always be prevented, but the resulting disruption
can certainly be minimised through scientific planning, timely
execution and proper maintenance. Officials point to improve-
ments, noting that water receded faster than in previous years
and that key underpasses remained operational. These are
encouraging signs and deserve recognition. Yet, they cannot
overshadow the reality that critical intersections, residential
areas and major roads still become inundated after intense rain.
Citizens judge infrastructure not by budget allocations or official
explanations but by whether they can travel safely and return
home without hardship. India’s rapidly expanding cities must
embrace long-term urban planning instead of recurring emer-
gency responses. Restoring natural drainage systems, prevent-
ing encroachments on water channels, adopting modern storm-
water management technologies and ensuring independent
audits of public works should become priorities. Every rupee
spent on infrastructure must translate into measurable public
benefit. Gurugram’s recurring monsoon crisis is more than a
local inconvenience; it is a reminder that effective governance
depends not on the size of expenditure, but on the quality of
execution, accountability and sustained maintenance.

| GUEST VIEW |

Balanced Population
Growth Ensures
Sustainable Future

opulation can be both a nation’s greatest strength

and its biggest challenge. A well-managed population

contributes to economic growth, innovation and social
progress, while unchecked growth places immense pressure
on natural resources, public services and the environment. As
the global population continues to rise alongside increasing
consumption, governments face the difficult task of ensuring
sustainable development. Observed every year on July 11, World
Population Day highlights the importance of family planning,
maternal health, gender equality
and poverty reduction. Initiated by
the United Nations after the world
population crossed five billion in
1987, the campaign encourages
responsible population policies and
greater public awareness. Effective
population management depends
not on coercion but on education,

accessible healthcare and women’s
empowerment. Every individual
should have the freedom and
means to make informed family planning decisions, regardless
of economic status, religion or social background. Governments
must ensure the availability of quality reproductive healthcare
services while encouraging citizens to participate responsibly.
Although the 1994 International Conference on Population and
Development laid a strong foundation for global action, chal-
lenges remain. Rising life expectancy and an ageing population
add further complexity to demographic planning. Achieving
balanced population growth requires cooperation between gov-

Ganapathi Bhat

ernments, communities and individuals to secure a sustainable,
equitable and prosperous future for generations to come.

Equity, Inclusion and the Road to Viksit Bharat 2047

s India moves stead-
ily towards its vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047,

the discourse on development
has evolved beyond economic
growth alone. Today, the qual-
ity of governance is increasingly
measured by how effectively
prosperity reaches every section
of society. In this context, the
Government of India’s empha-
sis on equity, social justice, and
inclusive  development rep-
resents an effort to ensure that
economic transformation is
accompanied by broader social
participation and improved
access to opportunities.

The guiding philosophy of
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas”
reflects an approach that seeks
to combine economic expansion
with welfare delivery, financial
inclusion, women’s empow-
erment, and targeted support
for historically disadvantaged
communities. Rather than rely-
ing solely on traditional welfare
mechanisms, the current policy
framework places significant
emphasis on technology-driven
governance, direct benefit trans-
fers, and last-mile delivery.

One of the most significant
pillars of this approach has been
financial inclusion. The Prad-
han Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana has
enabled millions of previously
unbanked citizens to enter the
formal financial system. Cou-
pled with the JAM Trinity—Jan
Dhan, Aadhaar, and Mobile—
government benefits are increas-
ingly transferred directly into
beneficiaries’ bank accounts,
reducing leakages and improv-

ing transparency.

Women’s empowerment has
emerged as another defining fea-
ture of the development agenda.
Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, a substantial proportion
of houses have been registered
in the names of women or jointly
with them, strengthening finan-
cial security and social status.
Programmes such as Lakhpati
Didi encourage rural women
associated with Self-Help Groups
to build sustainable livelihoods,
while the Ujjwala Yojana has
improved access to clean cook-
ing fuel, significantly enhancing
health, dignity, and quality of
life for millions of households.

Political empowerment
has also received attention
through the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam, which provides for
one-third reservation for women
in the Lok Sabha and State Leg-
islative Assemblies after imple-
mentation through the pre-
scribed constitutional process.
This reform has the potential
to substantially increase wom-
en’s representation in legislative
institutions and strengthen par-
ticipatory democracy.

The government’s equity
agenda also extends to marginal-
ized communities. Special initia-
tives targeting Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Other Back-
ward Classes, and Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups seek
to improve access to housing,
healthcare, education, infra-
structure,  entrepreneurship,
and skill development. Pro-
grammes such as PM JANMAN
aim to address developmental
deficits in remote tribal regions,
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while  scholarship  schemes,
entrepreneurship support, and
institutional reforms seek to
expand educational and eco-
nomic opportunities.

Healthcare and social pro-
tection have similarly been
expanded through flagship pro-
grammes. Ayushman Bharat pro-
vides financial protection against
catastrophic health expenditures
for eligible families, while the PM
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana has
served as a major food security
intervention during periods of
economic stress. Complement-
ing these initiatives, the Swachh
Bharat Mission has significantly
expanded sanitation coverage,
contributing to improved pub-
lic health, especially for women
and children.

Economic inclusion has also
been promoted through sup-
port for entrepreneurship and
small businesses. MUDRA loans,
MSME financing, and targeted
credit initiatives seek to encour-
age first-generation entrepre-
neurs, particularly women and
socially disadvantaged groups.
Strengthening grassroots enter-
prises contributes not only to
employment generation but also
to a more inclusive pattern of
economic growth.

Educational equity remains
another important component
of the broader inclusion agenda.
Equal Opportunity Centres,
scholarship programmes, and
institutional grievance redres-
sal mechanisms aim to improve
access to higher education
for socially and economically
weaker sections while promot-
ing a more inclusive academic

environment.

Nevertheless, the pursuit of
equity is an ongoing process
rather than a completed achieve-
ment. Implementation quality,
regional disparities, institutional
capacity, employment gener-
ation, educational outcomes,
healthcare quality, and social
mobility continue to require sus-
tained attention. Inclusive devel-
opment is ultimately measured
not merely by the announcement
of schemes but by measurable
improvements in citizens’ lives.

India’s demographic strength,
technological capabilities, and
expanding economy present an
unprecedented opportunity to
create a development model that
combines rapid economic growth
with social justice. Achieving this
balance requires continuous
policy innovation, transparent
governance, effective implemen-
tation, and constructive public
participation.

As India advances towards
becoming a developed nation,
the true measure of success will
lie in ensuring that every citi-
zen—irrespective of geography,
gender, social background, or
economic status—can participate
meaningfully in the country’s
progress. Inclusive growth is not
merely a welfare objective; it is a
strategic necessity for building a
resilient, competitive, and equita-
ble India.

The journey to Viksit Bharat
2047 will ultimately be judged
not only by the size of the econ-
omy but also by the breadth of
opportunity, the fairness of insti-
tutions, and the dignity extended
to every citizen.

Will ‘Praja Seva’ Usher In good Governance?

Citizen-centric governance succeeds when public services become accessible, accountable and
responsive, strengthening trust by bringing government closer to every citizen, every day.

Ananthapadmanabhan

Independent
Writer & Columnist

government’s true
benchmark is measured
ot by the volume of its

announcements, but by the
ease with which ordinary peo-
ple can access the services to
which they are entitled. Karna-
taka Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar’s assertion that “people
should not have to search for
the government; the govern-
ment must be with the people”
strikes at the heart of what
every democratic administra-
tion should strive to be.

For too long, the citizen’s
relationship with public office
has been defined by the encum-
brance of endless queues,
exhausting follow-ups, and the
cold opacity of bureaucratic
procedure. When obtaining a
certificate or resolving a griev-
ance feels more like a test of

YOURLETTERS

endurance than a public ser-
vice, the state loses its human
face. A truly citizen-centric
administration requires offi-
cials who view themselves not
as gatekeepers of rules, but as
facilitators of public welfare.
The administration’s move
to establish the Praja Seva
Department—alongside a push
for periodic, ground-level griev-
ance meetings—is a welcome
departure from the status quo.
If implemented with sincerity
and rigour, these initiatives have
the potential to dismantle the
walls of administrative delay
and restore the public’s erod-
ing confidence in government
institutions. Central to this must
be a culture of accountability:

Manipur needs unity, justice and lasting peace

Manipur’s prolonged unrest demands urgent and balanced action. Eth-
nic tensions, insurgency, cross-border crime and allegations of foreign
influence have complicated the crisis, while public confidence in insti-
tutions has weakened. Lasting peace cannot come through force alone.
Fair policing, impartial punishment for rioters, stronger governance and
trust between communities are essential. Promoting tourism, employ-
ment and sports can also help restore normalcy. A coordinated effort by
the legislature, bureaucracy and judiciary is vital to ensure peace.
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SEARCH FOR SERVICES.

IT REACHES
THEM.

ACCOUNTABIITY

officials must remain accessible,
responsive, and answerable to
the very people they serve.
Global success stories prove
that this transformation is not
an impossible dream. Estonia
has revolutionised the public
experience through seamless
digital governance, allowing
citizens to navigate state ser-
vices in minutes. Singapore has
mastered efficiency by integrat-
ing disparate agencies into a
single, intuitive platform, while
New Zealand has shifted to a
“life events” approach, design-
ing services around the actual
needs of people rather than the
convenience of departments.
These nations offer a clear les-
son: governance succeeds when

DOESN'T MAKE PEOPLE

citizens, rather than forcing citi-
zens to bend to the bureaucracy.
However, we must be clear-eyed:
announcements are not achieve-
ments. The success of the Praja
Seva model will depend entirely
on effective execution, rigid
timelines, and continuous, trans-
parent monitoring.

History is littered with
grievance mechanisms that
began with great fanfare only
to wither due to inadequate
staffing, weak follow-up, and
a lack of transparency. Fur-
thermore, while technology is
an essential tool, it must com-
plement—not replace—human
accessibility, ensuring that the
elderly, the digitally illiterate,

Simplify GST to boost fair economic growth

Sunil Pradhan, Khariar, Nuapada, Odisha

and rural communities are not
left behind.

Broader efforts to strengthen
rural education and bridge
regional inequality are also vital
to addressing the root causes
of public dissatisfaction. But
these, too, must be insulated
from the pull of politics and car-
ried out with a focus on measur-
able, tangible outcomes. States
such as Karnataka and Kerala
have shown that when local
governance is empowered and
allowed to work closely with
communities, the results can be
transformative.

Responsive governance is
not about the expansion of the
bureaucracy; it is about the
strengthening of public trust.
It is about ensuring every citi-
zen experiences the state as an
accessible, efficient, and com-
passionate partner. Democracy
is not a project that concludes
on election day; it is renewed
every single day through the
quality of the service delivered
to the doorsteps of the people.

When government offices
become approachable and
accountable, trust in our insti-
tutions grows naturally. Gov-
ernance should never compel
the citizen to chase the system.
Instead, the system must proac-
tively serve the people with effi-
ciency, empathy, and integrity.
That is not merely good admin-
istration—it is the very essence
of a functioning democracy.

The concerns of small businesses regarding GST deserve attention, but
the focus should be on simplification rather than dilution. Since con-
sumers ultimately bear the tax burden, reforms must balance the inter-
ests of both businesses and taxpayers. Excessive exemptions and special
concessions can discourage long-term growth and creale unnecessary
complexity. A simpler, transparent GST system will improve voluntary
compliance, strengthen the unified national market and support sustain-
able economic development.

MK Nair, Raipur
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Drawings in public places
should be of Assamese
‘revolutionaries’ like
ULFA chief.

Himanta Biswa Sarma,
Assam Chief Minister

Himachal rains: Schools
shut in Sirmaur, Solan

MeT department warns of flash floods, landslides.

Press Trust Of India

An order to shut
educational institu-
tions in the Paonta
subdivision of
Sirmaur district was
issued.

SHIMLA: Following
relentless rains in parts
of Himachal Pradesh,
all government and pri-
vate educational institu-
tions and Anganwadis
remained shut in Sirmaur
and Solan districts on Fri-
day, officials said.

The MeT department
in Shimla has forecast
heavy rainfall in many
parts of the state, cau-
tioning against possible
landslides, flash floods,
uprooting of trees and
road blockades.

According to separate
orders issued by the dep-
uty commissioners of Sir-
maur and Solan, Priyanka
Verma and Manmohan
Sharma, respectively,
continuous rainfall is
leading to obstruction
of rural roads, increased
risk of landslides and gen-
eral disruption of normal
life, particularly in the
rural and hilly areas.

Such inclement
weather conditions are
likely to endanger the
life and safety of students
commuting to and from
schools across the dis-
trict, the orders said.

A view of the swollen Beas river after its water level rose following heavy rainfall, in Kullu, HP, Friday.

An order to shut educa-
tional institutions in the
Paonta subdivision of Sir-
maur district was issued
late on Thursday. On Fri-
day morning, the SDMs of
Nahan, Sangrah, Pacchad
and Rajgarh subdivisions
in the district issued simi-
lar orders to keep schools
and colleges shut.

All teaching and non
-teaching staff, however,
were ordered to remain
present at their respec-
tive institutes, officials
said.

In Solan district, two
persons sustained inju-
ries after stones fell from
a hillside onto a moving
vehicle in the Arki area.
The injured have been
admitted to a hospital in
Kunihar for treatment,
officials said.

travelling on the Gamb-
harpul-Sarli road when
stones fell on it sud-
denly. The owner of the
car, Maher Chand, was
among the injured.

Similar incidents were
reported from several
locations along the Kalka-
Shimla National Highway,
leading to the closure of
one lane.

According to  offi-
cials, rockfalls occurred
between Waknaghat and
Kandaghat, and between
Dharampur and Chakki
Mod on the highway.

The National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI)
has restricted traffic to a
single lane as a precau-
tionary measure, the offi-
cials said. According to
the weather office, heavy
to extremely heavy rain

evening, with Pachhad in
Sirmaur district receiving
207 mm of downpour,
followed by Nahan (158.5
mm), Kasauli (145 mm)
and Dharampur (136.8
mm).

Odisha
transfers over
Rs 20,648 crore
to 1cr women

BHUBANESWAR: The
Odishagovernment hastrans-
ferred over Rs 20,648 crore to
more than one crore women
beneficiaries of Subhadra
Yojana in four instalments,
while the fifth tranche will
be released on the upcom-
ing ‘Rakhi Purnima’ (Raksha
Bandhan) in August, officials
said on Friday. Ahead of dis-
bursement of the fifth instal-
ment of money (Rs 5,000
per beneficiary), Deputy
Chief Minister Pravati Parida
on Friday reviewed the pre-
paredness and directed con-
cerned officers to complete
field verification of pending
applicants by July 25. She also
directed that the progress of
these cases be reviewed daily
to ensure timely completion
of the process ahead of the
fifth instalment. Speaking to
media persons, Parida, who
is in-charge of the Women
and Chid Development
Department, said appli-
cations of about 3.53 lakh
women are pending field ver-
ification.

CHEATING CASE
Delhi HC refuses to stay conviction of
ex-Cong MLA Rajendra Bharti

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
High Court on Friday
refused to stay the con-
viction of disqualified
Madhya Pradesh Con-
gress MLA Rajendra
Bharti in a cheating case
involving the forging of
bank records to obtain illegal interest
payments between 1998 and 2011.
“We are dismissing it,” said Justice

Manoj Jain while pro-
nouncing the verdict
on Bharti’s plea seek-
ing to suspend the con-
iction. The high court
had stayed the three-
year sentence awarded
to the former MLA in
the case on April 28 after he filed an
appeal against the trial court’s deci-
sion.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, RAIPUR
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
e-Procurement Tender Notice

Main Portal: http://eproc.cgstate.gov.in

NIT NO:133/PWD/Zone-9/2026 3rd call RAIPUR DATED: 10/07/2026

Online bids are invited for the following works of works up to Date 20/07/2026 at 17:30 hours.

Sr.| System Name of Work Amount |Earnest | Eligible class| Type Time SOR

No| Tender ofthe | Money | of contractor| of |allowed for Applicable

No. Estimate | Deposit ffirm Tender | Completion

01) 195216 | speriwgwasyr w52 & d8q | 3412000/ 26000/- | Class-D | e/ 06 wre Fior v & wa=
FUATATE BTHY ITE FHH—07 & above HIE U 01. 01.2015 |
e eeeefaad den wargefie d  fafde
e H ga o s famie 7@ e

Police conduct
search operation,
area domination
in Samba

JAMMU: Police on Friday
conducted a search and
cordon operation (CASO),
an area domination exer-
cise and sanitised a rail-
way track in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Samba district
as part of heightened
security measures during
the ongoing Amarnath
Yatra, officials said.

The 57-day pilgrimage
to the cave shrine began
July 3 via the 48-km Nun-
wan-Pahalgam route in
Anantnag district and the
steeper 14-km Baltal route
in Ganderbal district, and
will conclude on August
28. “The operation was
carried out in the sensi-
tive areas of Nonath Khad
and Ghagwal, including
the adjoining railway
track, under the super-
vision of the Additional
Superintendent of Police,
Samba,” they said.

Joint teams of the Spe-
cial Operations Group
(SOG), Samba, CRPF’s
93 Battalion and Gov-
ernment Railway Police
(GRP) participated in
the exercise aimed at
preventing anti-national
activities and strength-
ening the security grid in
the district, officials said.

Security personnel
conducted intensive
searches of vulnerable
locations and also carried
out a CASO in an aban-
doned building in the
area to rule out its possi-
ble use by anti-social or
anti-national  elements,
they said.

The railway track pass-
ing through the area was
thoroughly sanitised in
coordination with GRP to
ensure safety of rail oper-
ations, officials added.

Z-28015/45/2025-PMSSY-1V(8323809)
Government of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
(PMSSY Division)

Room No. 12100, Kartavya Bhawan-1,

New Delhi-110001

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (PMSSY Division) invites applications

from eligible candidates for filling

up the post of Deputy Director

(Administration) in Level-13 (Rs.123100-215900) (as per 7th CPC) on transfer
on deputation basis in each AIIMS at Awantipora (Jammu and Kashmir) and

Darbhanga (Bihar).

2. For further details, please visit Website of the Ministry & this Division i.e.
https:/www.mohfw.gov.in and https://pmssy.mohfw.gov.in.

3. Detailed advertisement will be published in Employment News, The last

The details can be viewed and downloaded online directly from the Government of Chhattisgarh e-Procurement Portal
hitps:/leproc.cgstate.gov.in from 10/07/2026 17.30 Hours (IST) on wards.

Formore details on the tender and bidding process you may please visit the above-mentioned portal.
NOTE:-
1. Alleligiblefinterested contractors are mandated to get enrolled on e-Procurement portal.
2. Contractors can contact Help Desk for any clarification of their doubts regarding the process of Electronic Procurement System.
Help Desk at Toll Free No. 18004199140 or through Email ID helpdesk.eproc@cgswan.gov.in
3. @wrd % forg ffaer 9o %, 1500 / — 21 e St 6 e A orfers e R @ AW @ 9.8 & vu F wer
TR AT e E |

Zone Commissioner
ZONE-9

MUNICIPAL CORPORATION RAIPUR (C.G.)

Public Notice for. Auction Of Pledged assets being Gold Ornaments

The Borrowers, in specific and the public in general are here buy notified that public auction of the gold ornaments pledge

in the below accounts is proposed to be conducted by the Axis Bank at the below mentioned Branch.
That the below mentioned Borrowers has availed the credit facility from the Axis Bank Limited against the pledge of gold
ornaments ("Gold Loan Facility”) in Favor of the Bank towards the security. The Demand notices were issued to the
Borrowers/Guarantors calling up the Borrowers/Guarantors to pay their outstanding amount towards the Gold loan
facility availed. As the Borrowers/Guarantors have failed to repay the outstanding loan amount, the bank is constrained
to invoke the pledge and proposed to conduct an auction sale of pledged gold ornaments more particularly described in
schedule of property hereunder on 11-08-2026 at 11:00 AM on “As In Where Is”, "As Is What Is”, “Whatever There Is”
and “MNo Recourse Basis". Auction will be held at

Details of Borrowers and outstanding amount

" Date of Gross Net
" " mount Demand weight | weight
O = Loan A/c No. Outstanding Notice grams. | grams.

BRANCH_RAC_NAME_1 AMBIKAPUR [CT]

The Innova Crysta car-  lashed parts of Himachal | f . ¢ receiptof applications will be the 45th day from the date of publication of | | AMARBAHADUR SINGH | XXXXXXXXXXX5620 | 23105675 |  4nuni26 [ 27.200 | 26.800
rying five people was Pradesh since Thursday advanisementinEmploymentNews. BRANCH_RAC_NAME_1 BAGBAHARA C0368 CT
Deputy Secretary YAMINI SAHU [ XXXXXXXXXXX6451 [ 610980.96 | 15/Jun/26 | 78.500 | 77.300
SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY Tel 0 11 _2 401 3 1 9? !98 BRANCH_RAC_NAME_BALODA BAZAR BALO CT
E-TENDER NOTICE CBC 171 0*”11"001 3'\"2627 : TUKESH YADAV FOOOOOCK XX 8478 108794.00 18/May/26 15,800 14.600
E-Tender Notice No.: TRS-BIA-26- VASIM BAIG XOOOKXXHXANIIT2 499739.00 2/Apri26 62.800 | 61.300
Name of  Work “Annusl st gt - e srew ufsas afda dAamad BRANCH_RAC_NAVE BHILAT (CT]
e ety ang iteron, | | 81 . 56 Prafer wor utferes forem frerrs oft.¢. &s oren Brerms, E-mail- dbcitybus@gmail.com | | PAWAN KUMAR PANDEY XOOKXXXXB222 | 48783200 | 4iuni2G | 47.500 | 46500
make in Electric Loco Shed, Bhilai for | |#. / GENS/11235/2026-MMUICITY BUS SEC MCB DUR-Part(2) /133 frams fe-is 09/07 /2026 By [BAG U A e e S
3 years.” Cost of the Work: ¥ E-Procurement Tender Notice DEEPAK KUMAR PALDEV HOOCOOOOOO X597 97364.00 15/Jun/26 17.200 17.000
72 ?;3%116-62 d(?fevintydT:doEL,a:g W - Main P‘?';;{“i;‘:’9;9’;°~°95‘a‘°-9°"’:‘“g R e—— MEENU REDDY KK HKHAHKGAET 74545.00 2/Juni26 | 15.000 | 14.600
ir usand Three Hundred Ei o wifg HrEmT : Farfrra o F f ST &
Six and Sixty Two Paisa only). séil‘.l = il p— ?:Tzr;f'l'{"‘l = R Trf;[ﬂ = i ::Ii-lﬁq ;ﬁ'ﬁ“] si;:ﬁ& ';f'i’:i o g e g RAM BABU ANMUL KRR KKK K XKAGDT 207745.00 4/Jun/26 40.400 40.200
Security/ Earnest Money Deposit: | |5 5 ﬁﬁmﬁ (G 4 o & 3P Ry St % RAM BABU ANMUL XX A XA592 183831.19 15/Jun/26 38.400 | 37.900
7 1,44,700/- (T One Lakh Forty Four — — : AT -
Thousand Seven Hundred Only). 77 MLD Wie 9§ fFFea W Waste Water &7 BRANCH_RAC_NAME-DANTEWADA C1443 CT
Completion period of the work: 36 | | 1 ge - circulation ¥ AT & g}r}q @1EA |105038| 644322600 |48,500.00 27.07.2026 29.07.2026 BHART! THAKUR | XHHKHKHHHHHNHX 1350 | 264890.74 | 15/Juni26 | 57.300 | 56.300
Aol Mishon Ul orie il ek
Months: from .the date of BT U@ U R &1 A | BRANCH_RAC_NAME-DURG [CT]
commensement ofihe work: Date & (Are— é-2vex # sifpenda wu = @ s W (FD) wege wen afrard svn e Bifra smr fe
Time for Closing of Tender: 11:30 it PacH e ) - el e : PREMLAL [ XXXXXXXXXXX8796 | 423613.25 |  4iuni26 | 45380 | 44.100
E;ftici:;: lﬁudacf:tgﬁ: i tg::rsc';ﬁ FifeT 4 a9 SIS SIS S 8 ST | Sa ST fq 9 S are 3 e € o | e afd /el BRANGERAG NAMESKRESHISAEGT
be seen at: http:/iwww.ireps.gov.in | | T%€/ ores oo @ wiiwr fra S | (St wr e i @ ame od, sdee i, fega B Rl B ANITA NETAM HHXXXKHXXKT666 293136.00 4/Jun/26 65.200 | 62.500
Sr. Divil Elect. Engg. (TRS)! TEATES 30 SIHE http:/leproc.cgstate.gov.in 4 Era9aTe o HEl | 5 ﬁ F MOHD. JUNED KON KOEES 100642681 7/May/26 118,650 | 115.950
o Tt Clon s Ry G ue_arefleror_aifriar EEANGHTRAC HANEKOHIENAARN Gt
— RAJKUMAR KUNDU [ xooooooooooarst | 44600499 alduni26 | 78200 | 73.100
r— BRANCH_RAC_NAME-KORBA [CT]
[C} HDFC BANK | C _RAC_
ranch' Alaska Tower Lodhiparlalﬁgd FShankaEwaarlﬁlaﬁrlﬁzlﬂg; Tel: 0771-4243149 "2N4' www.hdfchank.com A FATANORAAID e Ve i o B W R
Under Section 13 (2) o the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial ssets and Enfcrcemnt of Security Interest Act, 2002 (Act) read with Rule 3 of the Security BAVESHAIAR SARTHI DO anuteon dlumieh 12850 16000
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. BRANCH_RAC_NAME-NARAYANPUR CT
Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of HDFC Bank Limited {erstwhile HDFC Limited having amalgamated with HDFC Bank Limited by virtue of a Scheme of NHXHKKKKKK 1 147 18, 17
Amalgamation approved by Hon'ble NCLT-Mumbai vide order dated 17th March 2023) (HDFC) under Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement Of Security SULOGHNANAG s i i s S0 00
InterestAct, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under Section13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued Demand Notices under Section 13 BRANCH_RAC_NAME-NEW ADARSH NAGAR CT
(2) of the said Act, calling upon the Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) listed hereunder, to pay the amounts mentioned in the respective Demand Notice/s, within 60 days YOOOOOOOOKT 484 18606.86 15/Juni26 12.480 12.000
fromthe date of the respecive Noticefs, as per detaifs given below. The tndersigned have, caused these Notices fo be pasted on the premises of the lastknown respective addressesfthe | |- WARI LAL SAHU un
said Bomower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s). Copies of the said Notices are available with the undersigned, and the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s)/ Legal Representative(s), SAKSHI BAGHEL XXXKKXKKXKKS181 1333645.85 4/Jun/26 | 195.720 | 169.800
may, if they so desire, collect the respective copy from the undersigned on any working day during normal office hours. BRANCH_RAC_NAME-RAIPUR [CT]
In connection with the above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) to pay to HDFC, within 60 days from the date of —
publication of this Notice, the amaunts indicated hereinbelow in their respective names, together with further interest as detailed in the said Demand Notices from the respective dates DILIP CHANDEL HKXKXXXKKXKX4118 121171.00 4/Jun/26 15.600 | 14.800
mentioned below in column (C} till the date ofpaymenl and/ or realisation, read with the loan agreement and other documents/writings, if any, executed by the said Borrower(s). As security for PREETI PANDEY OO X BTRT 146449.00 A41Junf26 14.200 13.800
due repayment of the loan, the following Secured Asset(s) have been mortgaged to HDFC by the said Borrower (s) respectively. Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s)
attention is invited to the provisions of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the secured asset/s. BRANCH_RAC_NAME-RAJENDRA NAGAR, BILA CT
St Name of Borrower(s)/ Legal Heir(s) Total Amount | Date of Description of Secured Asset(s) / MANEE RAM KURRE XXXKHKKHKKKKE449 194583.07 4/Juni26 23.380 | 22.900
No. I Legal Representative(s)/Guarantor oi';f;::;'g DStuot Immovable Property (ies) PRADEEP GOYAL XXKXXXKNXXXKT624 62598.00 31Juni26 7400 | 7.000
(a) (b) © ) (&) BRANCH_RAC_NAME-SARAIPALI MAH CT
041.| Mr. Kumar Nitish Plot-390, Avinash New Town, S.No. 32311-2-4, 325/1-2,326329/2-3, 330/2-34, 332, P. 15’71!9331. 29-JUN-26 | All That Piece and Parcel of Residential SAKSHI AGRAWAL FORKOO KA X860 821005.00 4/Jun/26 184.300 | 177.000
H.No. 4, Gram Kukda and P.H.No. 3, Gram Parsada, Patan. Durg-491111. ason Plot-390, Avinash New Town, Khasra No.
Mr. Kumar Nitish Ward No. - 58, Near Shree Ram Chowk, Urla Road, SaiNagar, Durg, C.G., Pin—491111. | 31-May-26 15000/1 (Part), 3231-2-4, 325/1-2, 326 | | YOGESH PATEL AMRRARARAAARIRE | 336725.00 426 | 43400 | 42.500
Mr. Kumar Nitish Aristo Pharmaceuticals Limited, Garcha Commercial Building, Opp. Ahemadji Petrol 329/2-3, 330/2-3-4, 332, 350/4, PH.No. BRANCH_RAC_ NAME-TAGORE NAGAR [CT]
Pump, G.E. Road, Tatibandh, Raipur, Chhattisgarh - 492099, gga-lgaé?sE‘é‘:‘éi-;gh’“h:;::a‘f;- Tensil | aniTA NETAM XOOOOOKXXT221 | 132640558 4/Jun/26 | 238.200 | 220.500
02.| Mr. Bhakre Prajjwal Avinash Flal-M7-B-703, Fioor-7, Anandam World City, M7, BLK-B, S No., PH.No.113, |7 38,82 510/-|20-JUN-26 | All That Piece and Parcel of Residential|  (—KHEMCHAND ISRANI AXARRIIKAIR | JBCAR2 00 | 1RMae | 200 [ 21ara)
110, Anandam World City Phase-I, Gram-Labhandih, Gram-Kachna, Raipur C.G.-492001. ason Flat M7 B 703, Floor-7 Aastha M7, Phase BRANCH_RAC_NAME-TULSI TUS CT
Mr. Bhakre Prajjwal Avinash S/o. Late Avinash Bhakre, 184 Sector-1, Geetanjali Nagar, Ward No.-28,| 31-May-26 |, Anandam World City, Block-B, Khasra KALESHWARI SAHU | OO K3 142 [ 101405.00 | 41Juni26 | 11.520 | 11.000

Shankar Nagar, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, Pin-492001.
Mr. Bhakre Prajjwal Avinash M/s. A. P. Kiraya Bhandar, Near MGM Eye Hospital, Vidhan Sabha Road, Raipur C.G.- 492001,

Mrs. Bhakre Vaijayanti Wio. Prajjwal Bhakre, 184-Sector-1, Gitanjali Nagar, Ward No.-28, Shankar Nagar, Raipur, C.G, Pin-492001 - India.
Mrs. Bhakre Vaijayanti Flat-M7-B-703, Floor-7, Anandam World City, M7, BLK-B, S.No., PH.No.113, 110, Anandam World City
Phase-l, Gram-Labhandih, Gram-Kachna, Raipur C.G.-492001.

No. 15014/1, P.H.No.113/110, Anand

World City, Phase |, Gram-Labhandih,
Gram-Kachna, District- Raipur
Chhattisgarh

C.G-492004.

Chhattisgarh, Pin - 492009 - India.

Chhattisgarh, Pin - 492009 - India.

03.| Mr. Channawar Rishi S Flat-D-603, Floor-6th, at Classic Block D, S.Mo. K.No.166, 167/2, 174/3, 199/1
20011-2, 201/2-34, 202, 203/1-2 204, 205/1-2-3, 207, 207/7-8-9 11091, PH.N.110, Khamardih, Raipur

Mr. Channawar Rishi S Anil Industries, 13, Industrial Area, Bhanpuri, Raipur - 493221.
Mr. Channawar Sunil Bf603, V3 Kshitiz Apartment, Trimurty Nagar, New Timber Market, Opposite Ajanta Timber, Fafadih, Raipur

% 52,61,969/- 25-JuN-26
ason
31-May-26

All that Piece and Parcel of Residential
Flat-D-603, Floor-6th, “at Classic” Block
D, Khasra No.166, 167/2, 174/3, 1991

Mr. Channawar Rishi S B/603, V3 Kshitiz Apartment, Trimurty Nagar, New Timber Market, Opposite Ajanta Timber, Fafadih, Raipur

Mr. Channawar Sunil Flat-D-603, Floor-6th, at Classic Block D, S.No. K.No.166, 167/2, 174/3, 199/1 200/1-2, 201/2-3-4, 202, 203/1-2 204, 205/1-2-3, 207, 207/7-8-9 1108/1,
P.H.N.110, Khamardih, Raipur C.G.- 482004,
Mrs Channawar Archana B/603, V3 Kshitiz Apartment, Trimurty Nagar, New Timber Market, Opposite Ajanta Timber, Fafadih, Raipur Chhattisgarh, Pin - 492009 - India.

Mrs Channawar Archana Flat-D-603, Floor-6th, at Classic Block D, S.No. K.No.166, 167/2, 174/3, 199/1 2001-2, 201/2-34, 202, 203/1-2 204, 205/1-2-3, 207, 207/7-8-9
1109/1, P.H.N.110, Khamardih, Raipur C.G.-492004.

200/1-2, 201/2-3-4, 202, 203/1-2 204,
205/1-2-3, 207, 207/7-8-9 1109/1, Dr.
Bhimrao Amedkar Ward No. 27, PC.110,
Shankar Nagar, PC No. 110, Khamardih
Tehsil and District Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

consequences.

“with further interest as applicable, incidental expenses, costs, charges etc incurred till the date of payment and / or realization.
If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to HDFC as aforesaid, then HDFC shall proceed against the above Secured Assel(s) / Immovable Property (ies) under
Section 13 (4) of the said Act and the applicable Rules entirely at the risk of the said Borrower(s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) as to the costs and

The said Borrower (s) / Legal Heir(s) / Legal Representative(s) are prohibited under the said Act to transfer the aforesaid Secured Asset (s) / Immovable Property (ies), whether by
way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of HDFC. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention of the provisions of the Act or Rules made
thereunder shall be liable for imprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act.

BRANCH_RAC_NAME-URLA, RAIPUR [CT]

MO AALAM | x00000000xx2379 | 36723642 | 7/Mayi26 | 50.400 | 48.300

For H.D.F.C. Bank Ltd.

Date: 11.07.2026
Place: RAIPUR, DURG

Regd. Office: HDFC Bank House, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (West), Mumbai-400013

Authorised Officer 3

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF TENDER

The Base/Reserve price will be given on the auction day/date to the tenderers on which the auction bid will be
considered. The bid/offers in the prescribed tender form provided by the bank shall only be considered for bidding.
Incomplete bid form/tender are treated invalid and shall liable to be rejected.
The tender documents along with the terms and conditions shall be collected from the above branch. The tender
document duly completed to be handed to the concerned branch official during working hours on 11-08-2026. Tenders
received after the due date will not be considered.
The said properties is / are offered for sale on "As Is Where Is”, "As Is What 13", “Whatever There 1s” And “No Recourse”
Basis. The Bank does not undertake any responsibility to standard, purity and for any other dues, taxes, if any, in
respect of the said property.
Tenders will be opened by the Bank on the auction date in the presence of the tenderers who may choose to remain
presenton the day and time as said above, inter alia, for raising / revising their respective offers.

Branch Names Mentioned Above. Auction Date : 11-08-2026.
Offerftender once submitted cannot be withdrawn and bidder will liable to deposit the bid amount if there is single
bid/offer for particular article/asset/ornament.
Ifthere are more than one bid for particular article/asset/ornament, inter-se bidding shall take place amongst the bidder
and highest bidder shall be declare as successful bidder.
Bidder should submit all KYC documents i.e. PAN Number, PAN Card, Adhar Card & Address proof etc. Bidder should
submit valid E-mail |D & Contact Number
The Bank reserves its right to accept or reject the offer atits sole discretion.
Any disputes [ differences arising out of sale of the said property/ offered for sale shall be subject to the exclusive
jurisdiction of Courts / Tribunals at Mumbai only.

Authorized Officer,
Axis Bank LTD

Date: 11.07.2026
Place: Kolkata
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“I don’t joke with anybody else. If I've
to crack ajoke, I do it with the people
I’m familiar with and those who are
my friends because I know what to say
and how much I can say. If I don’t know
someone, I won’t say anything in front

of them.”
Arshad Warsi
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Shresta Iver's
honest dating
revelation

Shresta Iyer, recently
evicted from Lock Upp 2,
revealed that several girls
befriended her hoping to
get closer to her brother,

cricketer Shreyas Iyer. Call-
ing herself protective, she
said she quickly recognised
their intentions and chose
to distance herself.

Nocturne to debut
with two episodes

Apple TV’s crime drama
Nocturne, starring Liev
Schreiber, Zazie Beetz
and Stephen Graham,
premieres globally on
October 30. Based on
Lars Kepler’s bestselling
novels, the 10-episode
series will release weekly
after its two-episode
debut.

Leonard returns
in new play
After a seven-year
break, The Big Bang
Theory star Johnny
Galecki is returning to
acting with the stage
play Kowalski. He will
portray legendary
playwright Tennessee
Williams in the Chi-
cago production run-
ning from September
19 to October 25.

Anil Eapoor brings
quiz show alive

A behind-the-scenes
video of India Ke Top 1%
offers a glimpse into the

show’s grand produc-
tion, with Anil Kapoor
bringing his trademark
energy to the set as he
prepares to host the
upcoming Star Plus real-
ity quiz series.

Timothée
Chalamet returns
as Paul

The official trailer for
Dune: Part Three is
out, with Timothée

Chalamet returning as

Emperor Paul Atreides.
Denis Villeneuve’s epic
finale promises war,
betrayal and a gripping
battle for power before
its December 18 theat-
rical release.

& Glitters

CLOSE UP

Saif calls ‘Dhurandhar’ a
Bollywood game-changer

Saif Ali Khan sees Bollywood entering an exciting new creative era ahead.

aif Ali Khan believes
SBollywood is enter-

ing a new creative
era, crediting Aditya
Dhar’s Dhurandhar for
pushing the boundaries of
mainstream filmmaking.
Speaking about the film,
the actor remarked that
there is now a clear distinc-
tion between the industry
“before Dhurandhar and
after,” adding that it is up
to filmmakers and actors
to embrace this shift and
evolve with changing
audience  expectations.
One aspect that partic-
ularly impressed Saif
was the film’s music. He
described its treatment as
“revolutionary,” praising
the blend of original com-
positions with reimag-
ined classics instead of
relying on a conventional
soundtrack. According to
him, this fresh approach
makes the film feel con-
temporary while enhanc-
ing the storytelling. Saif
also singled out the song
Shararat, appreciating
the way it was presented.
Rather than using a tradi-
tional “item song” format,
the sequence unfolds as
part of a wedding cele-
bration, allowing the per-
formers to blend naturally
into the narrative. He felt
this creative choice made
the song visually appeal-
ing without feeling forced
or disconnected from the
story. Released in 2025
and followed by a suc-
cessful sequel in 2026, the
Dhurandhar  franchise,
led by Ranveer Singh, has
emerged as one of Indian
cinema’s biggest com-

Saif Ali Khan has
praised Ranveer
Singh-starrer
Dhurandhar.

mercial successes. The films
have earned praise for their
large-scale storytelling, tech-
nical finesse, and memorable
soundtrack, while also per-
forming exceptionally well at
the global box office.
Reflecting on the franchise’s
impact, Saif suggested that
Bollywood has an opportunity

ities.

to rethink familiar formulas
and embrace more innovative
ideas. He believes audiences
are increasingly drawn to fresh
storytelling and imaginative
filmmaking, making this an
exciting phase for the industry
as it continues to evolve and
explore new creative possibil-

fennifer chooses authenticily over
soctal media perfection

Central Chronicle News

ennifer Garner

believes authentic-

ity is far more valu-

le than perfection,
especially in an era
dominated by polished
social media feeds. The
Hollywood star says
she has never felt the
need to present a flaw-
less version of herself
online. Instead, she pre-
fers sharing everyday
moments, often appear-
ing without makeup or
glamorous styling, hop-
ing to encourage others
to embrace their natural
selves with confidence.
Garner admits she isn’t

LIGHT

Jennifer Garner
proves authenticity
shines brighter than
perfection in every
stage of life.

Garner opens up
about honest living,
friendship, and finding
confidence beyond
flawless appearances.

a perfect cook, but that
doesn’t stop her from
enjoying time in the
kitchen. She wants peo-
ple, particularly women,
to understand that life
doesn’t have to look per-

fect to be meaningful.
By keeping her posts

honest and relatable,
she hopes to remove the

pressure of living up to
unrealistic beauty and
lifestyle standards. The
actor is now starring in
The Five-Star Weekend,
adapted from Elin Hil-

derbrand’s  bestselling
novel.
Garner plays Hollis

Shaw, a well-known food
influencer whose world
is shaken by the sudden
loss of her husband. As
she invites friends from
different phases of her
life to reconnect, the

story explores grief,
healing, friendship and
second chances. Gar-

ner said she instantly
connected with the role
because it portrays a

: Jennifer Garner embraces
authentic living

mature woman navi-
gating emotional chal-
lenges while balancing
life in the public eye.
She believes such lay-
ered characters are still
uncommon and wel-
comed the opportunity
to bring Hollis’ jour-
ney to life. Off screen,
Garner says her closest
friends and two sisters
have always been her
greatest support sys-
tem. She values their
encouragement through
life’s highs and lows
and believes meaningful
friendships deserve to
be celebrated.

CineBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

Web Series
Kay Kay Menon returns with
school comedy

Prime Video will premiere its upcoming Hindi
comedy-drama series Adarsh Baal Vidyalaya
on July 24. The seven-episode show stars Kay
Kay Menon as Gyaneshwar Tripathi, a laid-back
headmaster determined to revive one of the
city’s most underperforming schools. Created
by Biswapati Sarkar and Sameer Saxena and
directed by Himank Gaur, the series blends
humour with heartfelt storytelling as teachers
tackle limited resources, difficult classrooms,
and bureaucratic hurdles. The ensemble cast
includes Archana Puran Singh, Naveen Kas-
turia, Deven Bhojani, Abhimanyu Singh, and
Prachee Shah.

Hol Pair
Neha Kakkar recalls magical
journey to marriage

Singer Neha Kakkar has revealed that her fam-
ily instantly approved of Rohanpreet Singh
after meeting him for just 15-20 minutes.
Speaking on Tum Ho Naa - Ghar Ki Superstar,
Neha shared that after telling her brother Tony
Kakkar she liked Rohanpreet, her parents and
brother travelled to Punjab to meet him. Fol-
lowing a brief conversation, they encouraged
her to marry him, believing he was the right
match. Neha also recalled meeting Rohan-
preet while filming Nehu Da Vyah during the
COVID-19 lockdown. The couple married in
October 2020, just two months after working
together on the music video.

Music
Ve Junoon faces Saiyaara
copycat claims

The first song from Emraan Hashmi’s much
-awaited film Awarapan 2, titled Ve Junoon, has
received mixed reactions from listeners. While
many fans welcomed the return of Emraan’s
signature romantic style and appreciated the
nostalgic flashbacks featuring Shriya Saran,
others felt the track lacked originality. Several
social media users compared its melody to
the title track of Saiyaara, with some calling it
a “first draft” of the popular song. Composed
by Mithoon and sung by Subodhh Sharma, Ve
Junoon stars Emraan Hashmi alongside Disha
Patani. Awarapan 2 is scheduled for a theatri-
cal release on August 14, 2026.

Trending on Insta

@parineetichopra
Parineeti Chopra enjoys

Delhi’s monsoon magic

Bollywood actor Parineeti Chopra embraced the
monsoon’s simple pleasures by sharing moments
from her Delhi home. Following a heavy down-
pour, she was seen collecting fresh raw mangoes
that had fallen from a tree in her garden, delight-
ing fans with the nostalgic glimpse.




LIFE MATTERS

Calm is
where the
soul is! Claim
it all

Controlling your temper is the first
step towards emotional balance
and stronger relationships.

nger is a natural emo-
Ation, but when it begins
to control your reac-
tions, it can affect your rela-
tionships, work, and overall
well-being. While everyone
loses their temper occasion-
ally, learning to manage anger
in healthy ways can reduce
stress and improve emotional
balance. The key is not to
suppress your feelings but to
respond thoughtfully instead
of reacting impulsively. Here
are five practical strategies that
can help you stay calm and
regain control during difficult
situations.
Five Smart Ways to Man-
age Anger
Pause and breathe before
reacting: When anger rises,
avoid responding immediately.
Taking a few slow, deep breaths
gives your mind time to set-
tle, helping you think clearly
instead of speaking or acting in
the heat of the moment.
Recognise what triggers
your anger: Pay attention
to situations, people, or hab-
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o Simple lifestyle changes
can help reduce anger,
improve patience, and
restore emotional balance.

its that repeatedly upset you.
Identifying  these  triggers
allows you to prepare better,
change your response, and
prevent unnecessary emo-
tional outbursts.

Move your body and relax

your mind: Physical activities
like walking, stretching, yoga,

~ or exercise release built-up ten-

sion, while meditation, mind-
fulness, and calming music
help lower stress and improve
emotional resilience over time.

Communicate with
patience and respect: Once
you’ve calmed down, express
your feelings honestly with-
out blaming or shouting. Calm
communication  encourages
understanding, reduces con-
flict, and strengthens personal
and professional relationships.

Control anger before anger
controls you.

Take care of your emo-
tional well-being: Adequate
sleep, healthy daily routines,
and seeking professional sup-
port when anger feels over-
whelming can make a signifi-
cant difference. If frequent
outbursts begin affecting your
relationships or quality of life,
counselling can provide effec-
tive coping techniques.

Managing anger is a jour-
ney, not an overnight change.
With regular practice and
greater self-awareness, you can
develop healthier responses,
build stronger relationships,
and create a more peaceful,
balanced life.

psychologists  say,

can help support long-term brain health.

The hidden brain
cost of mindless
screen time

P ]ot all screen time

affects your brain in
the same way. Clinical
passive
screen use, such as endless
scrolling, binge-watching, or
watching autoplay videos,
requires little mental effort
. and can gradually weaken
memory, attention,
emotional regulation. Spend-
ing long hours consuming
content without meaning-
ful engagement may also
increase mental fatigue and distractibility. In contrast, active
screen time, including reading, learning new skills, solving puz-
zles, journaling, or taking online courses, stimulates the brain
and improves focus, problem-solving, and cognitive flexibility.
Choosing purposeful digital activities over passive consumption

RELATIONSHIP

and

Constant complaining could be keeping you stuck

enting once in a while is nat-
\ / ural, but constantly dwelling
on problems beyond your
control can reinforce feelings of
helplessness and make it harder
to move forward. Behaviour
experts say repeated complain-
ing drains emotional energy, lim-
its creative thinking, and keeps
your focus on obstacles instead of
solutions. A healthier approach is
to recognise the pattern and ask
yourself whether you can accept,
change, leave, or reframe the sit-
uation. Replacing “I should” with
“I could” also encourages a more
positive, action-oriented mindset.
Small shifts in perspective can
boost confidence, restore a sense
of control, and help you break free
from negative thinking.

| FOOD & CULTURE |

Sanjeev Kapoor conlinues to lake Indian cuisine global

Central Chronicle News

or generations of
Flndians, Sanjeev

Kapoor has been
more than a celebrity
chefhe has been a trusted
guide in the kitchen. His
recent appearance as a
guest judge on Master-
Chef Australia Season
18 marks another mile-
stone in a remarkable
career that has trans-
formed Indian cooking
into a global phenome-
non. Sharing the judging
panel with international
culinary experts, Kapoor
showcased the richness
and diversity of Indian
flavours to a worldwide
audience. Kapoor’s jour-
ney began with a bold

career choice. He gave
up a place at an archi-
tecture college to study
hotel management at
IHM Pusa, New Delhi,
graduating in 1984. After
gaining experience in
leading hotels and work-
ing in New Zealand, he
returned to India, where
his passion and expertise
soon found a larger plat-
form.

His breakthrough
came with Khana Khaz-
ana, a television show
that ran for nearly two
decades and introduced
millions of viewers to
approachable, flavourful
Indian cooking.

The programme not
only made Kapoor India’s
first celebrity chef but

also inspired countless
home cooks to experi-
ment confidently in their
kitchens. Beyond televi-
sion, Kapoor successfully
expanded his culinary
empire.

He co-founded Won-
derChef, helping bring
innovative cookware and
kitchen appliances into

FACTFILE

® From television legend
to global ambassador,
Kapoor keeps elevating
India’s culinary

identity proudly.

Indian homes, and later
launched FoodFood,
India’s first dedicated
food television channel.

From television star to global icon.

Through these ventures,
he encouraged and men-
tored a new generation of
chefs.

Even after four
decades in the indus-
try, Kapoor continues to
innovate. His premium
food brand, Arth Foods,
is expanding internation-
ally, while his appearance
on MasterChef Australia
further strengthens the
global appeal of Indian
cuisine.

At 62, Sanjeev Kapoor
remains an inspiring
entrepreneur, mentor,
and culinary ambassa-
dor, proving that passion,
innovation, and authen-
ticity are timeless ingre-
dients for lasting success.
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GadgetPick

TRENDING PERSONAL-TECH

Marshall Acton IV
Bluetooth Speaker

About:

The Marshall Acton IV is a
compact Bluetooth speaker
designed to deliver powerful,
room-filling stereo sound. With enhanced acoustics,
wireless multi-speaker connectivity, and app-based
controls, it offers an immersive listening experience
for any space.

Key Features:

Wide soundstage with improved tweeters and
waveguides, redesigned bass port for deeper and
cleaner bass, Auracast multi-speaker sync for
whole-home audio, Marshall app support for EQ
adjustments and room calibration, tactile onboard
controls, Bluetooth connectivity.

Vivo X300 Ultra

About:

The Vivo X300 Ultrais a
flagship smartphone built for
professional-grade photography
and videography. Equipped with
advanced ZEISS optics, powerful imaging technology,
and a long-lasting battery, it delivers exceptional
performance for creators and everyday users alike.
Key Features:

Triple ZEISS cameras with up to 200MP resolution,
gimbal-grade 85mm telephoto lens with 3-degree
stabilisation and 60fps tracking, 4K 120fps Log
video recording, quad-microphone audio recording
with vocal isolation, VS1+ 6nm imaging chip for
enhanced RAW processing, 6600mAh battery with
100W fast wired charging.

Sekonda Hybrid Smart
Watch

About:

The Sekonda Hybrid Smart

Watch combines classic analog

styling with modern smart

features, making it ideal for everyday wear. Its
hidden 1-inch AMOLED touchscreen offers quick
access to health insights and notifications while
preserving a traditional watch design.

Key Features:

Round silver alloy case with analog hands,
hidden 1-inch AMOLED touchscreen, heart

rate and blood oxygen monitoring, 14 sports
modes, up to 10 days of battery life, IP68 water
resistance, interchangeable straps, stainless steel
bracelet.

FUJIFILM
QuickSnap
Disposable
Camera

About:

The FUJIFILM
QuickSnap Black and White Disposable Camera
offers a simple way to capture timeless
monochrome photographs. Pre-loaded with 1SO
400 film, it delivers sharp, high-contrast images,
making it perfect for travel, events, and everyday
moments.

Key Features:

Pre-loaded with 27 exposures of 1SO 400
black-and-white film, built-in flash for low-
light photography, fixed-focus 32mm f/10 lens,
manual film advance wheel, lightweight 90g
pocket-friendly design, easy point-and-shoot
operation.

Epson EcoTank ET-2980 Color Printer

About:

The Epson EcoTank
ET-2980 is a wireless
all-in-one color
printer designed for
high-volume, low-
cost printing at home
or in small offices.
Its refillable ink

tank system and mobile connectivity make everyday
printing simple and efficient.

Key Features:

Wireless all-in-one color printer, up to three
years of ink included, prints up to 6,600 black
and 5,500 color pages, Heat-Free PrecisionCore
technology, spill-free EcoFit ink refilling, Wi-Fi
connectivity, Epson Smart Panel app, Apple
AirPrint and Mopria support.

Roomba Electro Plus
Floor Cleaner

About:

The Roomba Electro

Plus 5-in-1 is a cordless
hard floor cleaner that
vacuums, mops, and
disinfects in a single pass.
Using electrolyzed tap
water instead of chemicals, it delivers hygienic
cleaning while remaining safe for homes with
children and pets.

Key Features:

5-in-1 vacuum, mop, and disinfecting system,
chemical-free sanitisation with electrolyzed
water, simultaneous vacuuming and mopping,
self-cleaning ThermaClean dock, cordless self-
propelled design, up to 35 minutes of runtime,
covers up to 1,292 square feet per charge.
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FOXBOROUGH: Kylian
Mbappé spread his arms
out wide and spun around
after scoring his eighth
goal of this year’s World
Cup. He later gave the
jubilant France fans dot-
ted around the stadium
a wave when he left the
game because of an injury
scare. Les Bleus, with a
star striker who said he’s
fine despite a right ankle
issue, are headed back
to the semifinals for the
third straight World Cup
tournament. Mbappé had
a goal and an assist after
missing a first-half penalty
kick, Ousmane Dembélé
also scored and two-time
champion France beat
Morocco 2-0 on Thursday
in the quarterfinals.
“There’s only one way
to relax, and that’s by
winning. Until we’ve done

FRANCE DOWNS
MOROCCO,
REACHES
SEMIFINALS AGAIN

that, we don’t let up,”
Mbappé said. “We’re in
the semifinals and we’re
very happy, but there’s
still a long way to go.”
Mbappé’s goal in the 60th

minute was the 20th of

his World Cup career and
came in his 20th match at
the tournament, moving
him one behind Argentina
captain Lionel Messi. Dem-
bélé scored his fifth goal
of the tournament in the
66th.

Mbappé went down to
the ground in the 76th
minute, about 13 minutes
after being hit hard by a
Moroccan defender, and
was taken off for a substi-
tute a minute later. He was
then shown sitting on the
bench with an ice pack on
his right ankle.

After the match and with
both shoes on, Mbappé
ran and jumped in celebra-
tion with his teammates.

Press Trust Of India

Noskova’s command-
ing semifinal victory
guarantees a historic
all-Czech women’s
Wimbledon title show-
down.

LONDON: Linda Noskova
produced a composed
performance to defeat
Marta Kostyuk in straight
sets and reach her maiden
Grand Slam final, setting
up a historic all-Czech
Wimbledon title clash
against Karolina Much-
ova.

The 2l-year-old ninth
seed displayed remark-
able composure through-
out her first Grand Slam
semifinal, controlling the
match with consistent
serving and disciplined
baseline play. Unlike
Muchova’s dramatic vic-
tory over Coco Gauff
earlier on Centre Court,
Noskova’s win was built
on patience and preci-
sion.

After sealing victory,

_,____m-a?" ._,_. > ".:.

E————

on staying calm and wait-
ing for the right oppor-
tunities. She added that
when she plays her best
tennis, she believes she
can compete with the
world’s finest players.

Saturday’s final will
mark the first all-Czech
women’s Wimbledon
final and the first Grand
Slam  women’s final
between players from
the same nation since
the 2017 US Open. It
also guarantees that a
Czech player will claim
the Wimbledon women’s
singles title for the third
time in four years.

Kostyuk briefly threat-
ened a comeback after
breaking back in the
second set, but Noskova
quickly regained control.
She remained rock-solid
under pressure and capi-
talised on her opponent’s
errors to secure victory,
earning the biggest win of
her career and a memora-
ble place in Wimbledon
history.

It’s disappointing, we fell short: Iyer

Press Trust Of India

BRISTOL: India captain
Shreyas Iyer didn’t hide
his disappointment,
admitting that his side
utterly failed in exe-
cution once again in
all departments after
England sealed the T20I
series with an emphatic
nine-wicket win.

Iyer top-scored with
an unbeaten 80 to help
India post 158 for 7, a
total that was blown
away by England, who
raced home in just 13.5
overs.

“Again it was a disap-

pointing one. 158 wasn’t
the perfect total on the
board. Eventually we saw
how quickly they chased
it down. When we came
onto bowl I just asked
the bowlers to repeat the
lengths as much as possi-
ble.

“Top of middle and
leg was difficult to score
off. We fell short on our
execution.”

Iyer was happy with
his performance but
said it doesn’t matter as
it didn’t come for a win-
ning cause.

Parthiv backs Samson over Vaibhav

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Former India
wicketkeeper Parthiv
Patel believes selecting
teenage sensation Vaib-
hav Sooryavanshi for the
T20 side was an emotional
decision, while dropping
senior batter Sanju Sam-
son was difficult to justify
on cricketing logic. Speak-
ing on JioStar, Patel said
Samson had often faced
criticism for inconsis-
tency during his career,
but his current omis-
sion was surprising. He
argued that while giving
the 15-year-old Sooryavan-
shi an opportunity was

emotionally  appealing,
Samson’s exclusion did
not make logical sense.
Sooryavanshi was picked
after Samson endured
three low scores despite
being the Player of the
Tournament at this year’s
T20 World Cup. However,
the youngster has yet to

make a significant impact
as India trail England 0-3
in the series. Patel added
that fans often believe the
player left out would have
performed better, citing
past debates over Shreyas
Iyer’s exclusion and the
current calls for Rajat Pati-
dar’s inclusion.

Women’s Hockey: India
keep faith in tried and

F
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NEW DELHI: India on
Friday announced a
tried-and-tested women’s
hockey squad for this
year’s Asian Games with
just a couple of changes
to the strike force that
helped the side regain
its place in the FIH Pro
League recently.

The 20-member
squad, to be led by regu-
lar skipper Salima Tete,
will be aiming to qualify
for the 2028 Los Ange-
les Olympics by winning
a gold at the 20th Asian
Games to be held in
Aichi-Nagoya, Japan from
September 19 to October
4.

Salima will continue
to captain the side, hav-
ing led the team to FIH

Nations Cup triumph in
New Zealand last month,
which ensured that it
spent only season in the
relegated zone.

“We have a group in
which we have a nice
balance between juniors,
experienced players and
seniors who are con-
stantly working to get the
best out of each other,”
said India’s chief coach,
Sjoerd Marijne, sharing
his thoughts on the squad
announced here on Fri-

day.
Veteran Savita, who
recently received the

Padma Shri award, and
Bichu Devi Kharibam
have been named as the
two goalkeepers in the
squad.
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Smriti Mandhana and Harmanpreet Kaur produced fluent half-centuries to guide India to
a commanding first-day position despite late sethacks against England in London.

Press Trust Of India

Mandhana’s 83, Har-
manpreet’s 58 power
India’s strong batting
display despite late
collapse.

LONDON: Smriti Mand-
hana’s aggressive 83 and
skipper =~ Harmanpreet
Kaur’s solid 58 carried a
labouring India to 270/6
against England on the
opening day of the one-
off Women’s Test here
on Friday.

However, Harman-
preet fell at the stroke of
tea, bowled by a lovely
off-break from Mady Vil-
liers, to leave the visitors
in a bit of turmoil. Deepti
Sharma is batting on 5.

India had made 122
for three in the first
session, courtesy a
breezy 64-run stand
for the third wicket
between Mandhana
and Jemimah Rodrigues
(35, 38 balls).

They needed a contin-
uation of that in the mid-
dle phase to retain their
control, and the tourists
did just that through

Mandhana and Harman-
preet.

The fourth-wicket pair
milked 89 runs as India
continued to dominate
a bit off-colour England

bowling unit.

Mady Villiers and Lau-
ren Filer gave them a
semblance of control but
Harmanpreet was equal
to the task, driving them

through cover region.

However, Mandhana
fell while approaching
a century, edging pacer
Issy Wong to stumper
Amy Jones.

Earlier, England
elected to field once they
won the toss, and the
decision seemed vindi-
cated as they reduced
India to 37 for two, dis-
missing Shafali Verma
and Yastika Bhatia inside

seven overs.
But from that
point, Mandhana and

Rodrigues lifted India
with a spirited alliance.

It was double barrel
firing as Mandhana and
Rodrigues tore into the
English attack in their
own inimitable styles.

Mandhana was severe
on Filer, carting her
for two fours in a row,
before smashing spinner
Sophie Ecclestone for
a six, a slog-sweep over
mid-wicket.

Rodrigues sent Eccle-
stone twice to the ropes
in succession as India
motored at over six runs
an over during their alli-
ance.

But Rodrigues’
attempt to reach out to
a wide delivery off Wong
had disastrous conse-
quences, as the ball dis-
turbed the stumps after
taking her bat’s edge.

Brook eyes No.1
ranking in T20Is with
4-0 rout of India

Press Trust Of India

If England win the
final T20I in South-
ampton on Friday,
they will displace
world champions
India from the top
spot.

BRISTOL: He “probably
didn’t expect” the series
against India to be so
lopsided but now that
England has a winning
3-0 lead, skipper Harry
Brook says his team
would go all out for a
clean sweep to dislodge
the reigning world cham-
pions from the top of the
ICC T20I rankings.

Chasing a modest 158
for 7, Brook led from the
front with an attacking
unbeaten 79 off 35 balls
and together with Phil
Salt (59 not out off 42)
shared an unconquered
146-run partnership to
power England to a com-
fortable nine-wicket win
in the fourth T20I on
Thursday for an unassail-
able 3-0 lead in the five-
match series.

If England win the
final T20I in Southamp-
ton on Friday, they will
displace world champi-

ons India from the top
spot.

“To go (to) world No.1
and England going to
the semis, that would be
pretty cool,” Brook told
after Thursday’s match.

“We’ve been told if we
win the next game, we go
to world No.1 and that’s
definitely a prize that
we’re eyeing up. India
are a strong side. They
probably haven’t been
as good (in this series) as
they have been over the
last couple of years, but
we’re really happy with
the way that we’ve exe-
cuted our plans.

“To beat India 4-0
would be a pretty special
series win, if I’'m being
honest, and to go No. 1 in
the world would be even
better,” he added.

Brook “didn’t expect”
such a cakewalk against
India in the ongoing
series but he said the
results so far are a fair
reflection of England’s
progress in the shorter
formats of the game.

“The white-ball side’s
been on a really good
path, if I'm being bru-
tally honest. We’ve been
playing extremely good
cricket.

| PRO BOXING LEAGUE |

Excitement peaks during
Pro Boxing League bouls

Press Trust Of India

A spectacular blend
of sports, culture,
and entertainment
witnessed at the
stadium

NEW DELHI: The second
day of the IBF-organised
Pro Boxing League at Talk-
atora Indoor Stadium fea-
tured two exciting franchise
clashes. Punjab Fighters
faced Andhra Warriors,
while Eastern Tigers locked
horns with Madhya Mahayo-
ddha in another thrill-
ing contest. Boxers from
all four teams impressed
spectators with powerful
punches, technical excel-
lence and fighting spirit.
The day’s events began
with a colourful inaugura-
tion, as guests lit the cer-
emonial lamp amid Vedic
chants by Pandit Ramakant
Pateriya. The occasion was
attended by former Union
Minister and MP Faggan
Singh Kulaste, Delhi Minis-
ter Ravindra Indraj Singh,

Players deliver stellar performances

A total of 16 bouts were held on the second day. Most
of the matches were highly thrilling, with the con-
test remaining fierce right up to the final round. Fif-
teen bouts were decided on points, while one ended in
a knockout. The players’ aggressive style, fitness, and
technical skills thrilled the audience.

BJP leader Nagendra Ji, MP
Pilgrimage and Fair Author-
ity Chairman Vinod Gotiya,
Chhattisgarh Boxing Asso-
ciation President Harshita

Pandey, Arjuna Awardee
Aruna Mishra and several
other distinguished guests
from the sports and public
sectors.

Teenage archers
Kirti, Prithika
seal World Cup
semifinal berths

MADRID:  Teenagers Kirti
Sharma and Prithika Pradeep
kept India’s medal hopes
alive, advancing to the semifi-
nals in their respective events
but senior stars Dhiraj Bom-
madevara and Jyothi Surekha
Vennam bowed out in the
Archery World Cup Stage 4,
here on Friday. Competing in
her debut World Cup season,
the 19-year-old Kirti produced
the biggest result of her career
by upsetting world No. 11 Elia
Canales of Spain in the wom-
en’s recurve quarterfinals,
while Prithika moved within
one win of a maiden World
Cup medal in the women’s
compound section. Both
Prithika and Kirti, in fact, will
be eyeing a double. Prithika
along with Jyothi and Chikitha
Taniparthi have already con-
firmed a medal, advancing
into the final of women’s com-
pound team event. Recurve
mixed team of Dhiraj and
Kirti will fight for a bronze on
Sunday. Seeded fourth after
qualification, Kirti recovered
from losing the opening set
to defeat Canales 6-2 (27-29,
29-26, 27-26, 28-26) and book
a semifinal clash against Tur-
key’s Elif Gokkir.

| GLASGOW GAMES]|

Ministry clears 191-strong CWG conlingent

Press Trust Of India

Government clears
191-member Indian
squad with strict
accountability mea-
sures for Glasgow
Commonwealth
Games campaign.

NEW DELHI: The Sports
Ministry has approved a
191-member Indian contin-
gent, including 126 athletes
and 51 team officials, for
the Commonwealth Games
in Glasgow, beginning July
23.

The ministry clarified
that elected members of
the Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation’s Executive Com-
mittee serving as team

officials will not have their
expenses borne by the gov-
ernment.

It also directed the IOA
to submit a detailed perfor-
mance report, including
photographs, within 30
days of the team’s return.

191-MEMBER CONTINGENT APPROVED:
126 ATHLETES, 51 OFFICIALS.

ELECTED I0A OFFICIALS’ EXPENSES
WON'T BEAR BY GOVERNMENT.

DETAILED PERFORMANCE REPORT WITH
PHOTOS DUE WITHIN 30 DAYS.

ATHLETICS LARGEST SQUAD; BOXING,
WEIGHTLIFTING GET STRONG SUPPORT.

NO SHOOTING, HOCKEY, WRESTLING,
BADMINTON, CRICKET; 9 SPORTS, 5 PARA.

India will field 78 men and
48 women athletes.
Athletics has the larg-
est squad, led by Olympic
champion Neeraj Chopra,
with extensive coaching

and medical support.
Boxing will send 14
(N ] [ ]

pugilists, supported by an
eight-member staff, includ-
ing a sports psychologist.
The Mirabai Chanu-led
weightlifting team and
swimming squad have also
received dedicated sup-
port personnel.

|ASIAN U-19 & U-23 BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS|

India assures six medals
in U-23 men’s category

Press Trust Of India

JAKARTA: India’s U-23 men
boxers delivered a strong
performance at the Asian
U-19 & U-23 Boxing Cham-
pionships , with six boxers
advancing to the semifinals
to assure medals following
the quarterfinal bouts held

on Friday in Jakarta.
Leading the charge,
Asian Champion Vishva-
nath (50kg) continued his
dominant run with a con-
vincing 5:0 win over Saudi
Arabia’s Ibrahim Aljohani.
Ganga (55kg) matched that
performance with a clinical
5:0 victory against Vietn-

am’s Quang Loc Tran.

In the 65kg category,
Vanshaj secured a solid
4:1 win over Kazakhstan’s
Assylkhan Kosherbay,
while Hitesh (70kg) deliv-
ered a standout perfor-
mance, stopping Indone-
sia’s Radiyansyah via RSC
in the first round.

Despite a few closely
contested bouts, Aryan
Malik (80kg) and Rocky
Chaudhary (85kg) went
down fighting in 4:1 and
4:0 decisions respectively,
while Hemant Sangwan
(90kg) lost to Uzbekistan’s
Samir Sobirov by a 5:0
decision.
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PM Modi in New Zealand

=

Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives a cultural welcome on his arrival, in Auckland, New Zealand. PTI Photo

Unclaimed airstrikes target
[ran after US attacks cease

Shortly after the U.S. military concluded its declared strikes, a series of unclaimed airstrikes hit

southern Iran during preparations for the funeral of late Supreme Leader Ayatol

Lt W \

Press Trust Of India

DUBAI: A series of
unclaimed airstrikes that
hit Iran after the U.S. said
it finished its attacks have
again raised questions of
who else may be targeting
the Islamic Republic. The
strikes Thursday, just as
Iran prepared to bury the
late Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, hit
areas across southern Iran.

The country’s theocracy
hasn’t directly blamed any-
one for the strikes, though
one lawmaker issued a
warning to the United Arab
Emirates over allegedly
providing support to the
United States in its cam-
paign against Iran. Gulf

' 4 |

A man waves an Iranian flag during funeral ceremonies for slain Iranian

3 1 8 \

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and members of his family at Imam
Khomeini Mosalla Grand Mosque in Tehran.

Arab states, which repeat-
edly have been targeted by
Iran since the war began
Feb. 28, did not immedi-
ately respond to requests
for comment Friday over
the strikes. The attacks
come as they and the U.S.

insist the Strait of Hormuz
must be open and free to
ships to transit. Iran insists
the strait, through which
about a fifth of all oil and
natural gas passes, must
now be under its sole con-
trol and that vessels should

begin to pay fees to Tehran
— even though the world
for decades has considered
it an international water-
way. Iran’s grip on the
strait during the conflict
led to an global energy cri-
sis, though oil prices have
sharply dropped since
wartime highs of USD 120
a barrel. Israel, which took
part in the Iran war, also
has not claimed any recent
attacks on Iran.

The U.S. military’s Cen-
tral Command said Thurs-
day around 6:30 a.m. local
Iran time that it had con-
cluded a round of strikes
that saw some 90 targets
hit. Shortly after that, Ira-
nian news outlets and state
media reported a series of

lah Ali Khamenei.

HIGHLIGHT

® While Iran’s
government hasn’t
officially blamed a
specific nation, an
Iranian lawmaker
threatened the UAE for
allegedly assisting the
U.S., while speculation
also points toward Gulf
states or Israel.

airstrikes and explosions

targeting the country’s
Bushehr and Sistan and
Baluchestan  provinces,

the cities of Ahvaz and
Chabahar and other areas.
Central Command did not
respond to a request for
comment over the addi-
tional strikes.

China issues
heavy storm
alert for
Beijing, Hebei

BEIJING: China on Friday
issued a heavy storm alert
for capital Beijing and
neighbouring Hebei Prov-
ince, asking the concerned
government departments
to be ready for emergency
response for geological
disasters. Influenced by
the southwest monsoon
and Typhoon Bavi, torren-
tial rains are likely to hit
some parts of north China
from Friday to Monday.
Some areas in Beijing and
Hebei are likely to receive
300-350 mm of rain, the
Ministry of Emergency
Management (MEM) said,
citing meteorological fore-
cast. The ministry asked
relevant authorities in
affected regions to deploy
rescue forces, supplies
and equipment, and inten-
sify inspections and early
warning, state-run Xinhua
news agency reported.

Press Trust Of India

Turkish Presi-

dent Recep Tayyip
Erdogan gifted per-
sonalized .357 Mag-
num revolvers and
ammunition to NATO
leaders to show-
case Turkey’s rising
defense industry.

ANKARA: Western leaders
came to Turkey to discuss
security in an increasingly
perilous world. They each
left with a revolver and six
rounds.

The  unconventional
gift from the host of
this week’s NATO sum-
mit, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
was meant to showcase

| NATO FIREARMS GIFT |

Erdogan gifts engraved revolvers to
NATO leaders, sparking legal confusion

= e———— e %

Leaders including NATO Secretary Mark Rutte, President Donald Trump

and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan pose for a photo during

his country’s growing
defense industry. But it
left officials across the
alliance scratching their
heads. Some were forced
to leave their gifts behind
due to gun laws in their
countries, while others
donated theirs to muse-
ums. “It struck me that
my gift of maple syrup
kind of undermatched,”
Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney told report-
ers, adding that the fire-
arm was now in police

the NATO summit in Ankara, Turkey.

possession. “I would like
to reassure Canadians,
they keep guns away from
me.” “An unusual gift from
President =~ @RTErdogan
at the NATO Summit: a
Magnum revolver with
ammunition,  engraved
with my name,” Hun-
gary’s new Prime Minister
Péter Magyar said on X,
posting a photograph of
a display box containing
the revolver and six car-
tridges. It was not imme-
diately clear what he did

FASTFACTS

® The firearms caused
widespread confusion
and diplomatic
logistical headaches,
with many leaders
forced to leave them
behind or hand them
over to police and
museums due to strict
domestic gun laws.

with the gift. Ursula von
der Leyen, the European
Union commission pres-
ident, thanked Erdogan
for the gift, which will
be decommissioned and
donated to a military
museum, her spokesper-
son said. British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer told
reporters that the gift bag
included a note waiving
export controls.

| SPAIN WILDFIRE |

Spain wildfire kills 11 people; 19 others missing

Press Trust Of India

MADRID: A wildfire in
southern Spain killed at
least 11 people overnight
into Friday morning,
making it one of the coun-
try’s deadliest on record,
as soaring temperatures
grip much of the country,
authorities said.

Several victims of the
fire in Almeria, a popular
holiday destination, were
found inside burnt-out
vehicles. Eight others have
been injured in the blaze,

-

which 150 firefighters an

220 soldiers from Spain’s
military emergency unit
were battling. Regional

= i

emergency authorities
said four British nationals
and other unspecified for-
eign nationals appeared

to be among the victims.
Andalusia’s regional
leader  Juan Manuel
Moreno told Cadena Ser
radio station that 19 peo-
ple were unaccounted
for. Authorities reported
earlier that 12 people
had died, but revised the
death toll Friday morn-
ing. The fire broke out in a
hamlet in a semi-arid area
near the Sierra de Los Fila-
bres mountains. Author-
ities have not confirmed
the cause, but said peo-
ple who called to report

the fire said that a fallen
power line had sparked a
blaze that spread rapidly
into a nearby forest. Most
of the victims died while
attempting to flee and
ignored shelter-in-place
instructions, said Antonio
Sanz, president of Andal-
usia’s emergency services.
One group did so via a dry
riverbed, which “turned
into a death trap,” he said.
Seven people died while
on foot after abandoning
their cars, Sanz said, likely
looking for a way out.

Péter Magyar
Hungarian Prime Minister

“An unusual gift from
President @RTErdogan at the
NATO Summit: a Magnum
revolver with ammunition,
engraved with my name.”

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

EU ME'IA
EU demands Facebook, Instagram dismantle
design features it calls addictive for users

1 Hacker -

LONDON: The Europe Union accused
Meta on Friday of breaching its social
media law by designing Facebook and
Instagram to get users hooked, and
demanded it disable “key addictive
features” like infinite scrolling. The
EU’s executive arm issued a fresh set of
charges against Meta Platforms as part
of its investigation under the 27-nation
bloc’s strict digital rule book known as
the Digital Services Act. The sweeping
set of regulations from Brussels requires
tech platforms to protect internet users
under threat of hefty fines. The Euro-
pean Commission said Meta failed to
properly assess the risks its design fea-
tures pose to the physical and mental
health of users, including minors. And
while the company has tools and con-
trols to help manage Facebook and
Instagram use, it said they were easily
overridden, dismissed, or technically

challenging to use. Meta “needs to
implement design changes” to Insta-
gram and Facebook, such as disabling
“key addictive features” like autoplay of
videos and infinite scroll so they’re not
turned on by default, the commission
said in its preliminary findings. Meta
now has the chance to respond and
defend itself before the commission
issues its final decision, which could
result in a fine worth up to 6 per cent
of the company’s global annual reve-
nue. Meta said Friday that the prelimi-
nary findings do not recognise the steps
that the company has already taken to
protect teens. “Since this investigation
began, we rolled out Teen Accounts
that automatically protect teens and put
parents in control - allowing them to
block access to Instagram at night and
cap daily screen time at just 15 minutes,”
Meta said in a prepared statement.

CHINA PILOTS

2 Chinese military
pilots Killed in training
exercises: Report

BEIJING: A high-ranking tactical com-
mander was among two Chinese military
pilots killed during frontline flight training
exercises last month, according to media
reports on Friday. China, which seldom
discloses military fatalities, has not made
any statement about the deaths, and it
was not known if the pilots died in the
same incident, the Hong Kongbased
South China Morning Post reported,
quoting regional government notices and
local media reports. One of the pilots,
38-year-old Fang Ming, was a senior col-
onel who served as a tactical commander
under the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
Southern Theatre Command Naval Avia-
tion unit, the Post reported, citing a Hefei
Daily report. Shi Shaoyong, 25, a first lieu-
tenant in the PLA Navy, also died on June
10, and was from the Southern Theatre
Command. Shi died during a night flight
training mission, according to an image of
the inscription on his tombstone posted
by the Yishui government on Saturday.
The inscription said Shi, who hailed from
Yishui in the northern province of Shan-
dong, was serving in Unit 91911, which
also comes under the Southern Theatre
Command Naval Aviation division.

SA INDIA DIPLOMAT
India to focus on

addressing lifestyle-
related diseases: Envoy

JOHANNESBURG: India is concentrat-
ing on addressing the growing burden
of lifestyle-related non-communicable
diseases, such as obesity and diabe-
tes, India’s envoy to South Africa has
said. Talking to the media, India’s
High Commissioner to South Africa
Prabhat Kumar underscored the coun-
try’s progress across critical devel-
opment indicators, including mater-
nal-child health, nutrition, women’s
empowerment, digital access and
immunisation, among others. “India
has entered a vital new phase focused
heavily on elevating the quality of
healthcare, improving nutritional
outcomes, and managing the grow-
ing burden of lifestyle diseases,” he
said on Thursday while sharing the
key findings and long-term trends of
India’s 6th National Family Health
Survey. The survey, conducted across
715 districts during 2023-24 by the
International Institute for Population
Sciences, Mumbai, showed progress
across key health indicators, including
maternal and child health, fertility,
family planning, nutrition, immunisa-
tion and women’s empowerment.

SENEGAL CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM
Senegal judges reject constitutional change that

DAKAR: Senegal’s top judicial body
has rejected a constitutional amend-
ment aimed at expanding the role of
parliament and reducing presidential
powers. The new law was passed last
month, but the government said it
would be put to a referendum. Presi-
dent Bassirou Diomaye Faye had chal-
lenged the legality of the procedure
and requested an emergency review at
the Constitutional Council. The coun-
cil on Thursday evening ruled the law
was unconstitutional, effectively halt-
ing one of the parliamentary majority’s
cornerstone projects. The debate over
constitutional reform comes as politi-
cal tensions have risen between Faye
and his former prime minister, Ous-
mane Sonko. Sonko was dismissed and
elected as the president of the National
Assembly earlier this year. Their alli-

ance, which had brought them to power
in March 2024, gradually disintegrated.
A new prime minister has since been
appointed, and the formation of a new
government is expected. The oppo-
sition views the initiative, proposed
by Pastef, Sonko’s party, as political
revenge by the former prime minister,
who retains significant influence over
the parliamentary majority. The reform
would strengthen parliament’s powers,
replace the Constitutional Council with
a new Constitutional Court and impose
stricter controls on the president’s
power to dissolve the National Assem-
bly. Sonko welcomed the decision by
the council, saying it is binding. “This
cycle reminds us that in a democracy,
when institutions play their role, each
within its sphere of influence, no crisis
can arise,” he said.
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