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‘India overcame energy crisis’

Modi stated that India successfully encountered the global energy crisis.

Press Trust Of India

JAIPUR: PM Narendra
Modi on Saturday said that
India successfully navi-
gated one of the biggest
global energy crises with
proactive policies, diver-
sified fuel sourcing, and
strong diplomatic engage-
ment, while ensuring min-
imal financial burden on
citizens. He was address-
ing a public gathering in
Pachpadra, Balotra dis-
trict, after inaugurating a
major refinery and laying
the foundation stone for

multiple development
projects.
Modi stated that during

the West Asia crisis, India
significantly expanded its
energy import network.
“When the crisis began,
India was importing
energy from about 25-26

the
crisis, this number was
increased to more than 40
countries,” he said, cred-

countries. During

iting India’s diplomatic
efforts and global outreach
for maintaining energy sta-
bility.

The Prime Minister
highlighted that global oil
price fluctuations placed
significant pressure on
Indian oil companies,

OO

Oil swings
pressured Indian
firms.
Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

which reportedly suffered
losses of over Rs 75,000
crore between April and
June. Despite this, the

exported to Japan.

‘Youth will power Al with indigenous chips’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday said that
India is building the entire electronics value chain from
products and components to semiconductors which
is the country’s roadmap to ‘Viksit Bharat’ (developed
India). The PM, who inaugurated the CG Semi Out-
sourced Semiconductor Assembly and Test (OSAT) facil-
ity here, also said that India’s youth will power Al, robot-
ics and next-gen tech revolution with Made in India
chips. “The expansion of the semiconductor industry
in India did not happen overnight. It is the next step in
the electronics revolution that has taken place in India
over the past decade,” he said as he was handed the
first semiconductor chips made at the company, to be

government  intervened
to shield citizens from
price shocks. He noted
that excise duty on fuel
was reduced by Rs 10
per litre to ensure that
the burden on common
people remained limited.
Modi also remarked that
attempts were made to

spread rumours and cre-
ate panic during the cri-
sis, but such efforts failed.
“Those who wished to
see India fail had even
begun making predictions.
Today, they must be disap-
pointed,” he said, empha-
sizing India’s resilience
and economic strength.

FIR against pastor
over family boycott

Press Trust Of India

BILASPUR: An FIR has
been registered against a
pastor and six office-bear-
ers of a church in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Bilaspur district
for alleged social boycott
of a family, a police offi-
cial said on Saturday.

The action was taken
on the directions of a
Judicial Magistrate First
Class (JMFC), the official
added. A case was reg-
istered on July 2 against
the seven accused under
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), Information Tech-
nology Act and Protection
of Civil Rights Act, Bilas-
pur Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (Rural)
Madhulika Singh said.
Harish Lal, a resident
of Kota town and mem-
ber of the same commu-
nity, lodged a complaint
against the newly elected

office-bearers of the CNI
(Church of North India)
church located in Mission
Compound in Kota here,
she said.

In his complaint, Lal
alleged that he and his
family had been excluded
from church activities
after the formation of the
new committee and had
been subjected to contin-
uous mental harassment
for the past two years,
the official said.

He further alleged that
during a meeting held
on January 17 this year,
he was declared “not in
good standing” without
any authority and socially
boycotted, Singh added.

The complainant also
alleged that messages
were circulated on social
media urging members of
the community to sever
all social ties with his
family, Singh said.

| ANOTHER JOLT TO MAMATA |

Trinamool Bengal chief

quits. meets rebels

Press Trust Of India

Bhattacharya also
relinquished respon-
sibilities from all
other posts she held
in the party, fuelling
speculations that she
may soon join the
expanding camp of
TMC rebels.

KOLKATA: In yet another
blow to the Mamata Baner-
jee faction of the Trina-
mool Congress, senior
leader Chandrima Bhat-
tacharya stepped down as

the party’s West Bengal
president, barely a month
after she was entrusted

with  the responsibil-
ity, deepening the crisis
engulfing the TMC follow-
ing its crushing defeat in
the Assembly elections. In
a letter addressed to the

Trinamool Congress chair-
person Mamata Banerjee,
Bhattacharya also relin-
quished responsibilities
from all other posts she
held in the party, fuelling
speculations that she may
soon join the expanding
camp of TMC rebels. She
also withdrew herself as
the authorised signatory
of the accounts of the TMC
and its associate organisa-
tions maintained in vari-
ous banks and as Mamata
Banerjee’s authorised
representative before the
Election Commission.

Press Trust Of India

The 25-day session
with 19 sittings comes
as cracks in Oppn
ranks seem to be wid-
ening.

NEW DELHI: The Monsoon
session of Parliament will
be held from July 20 to
August 13 amid dramat-
ically altered political
equations after the recent
assembly elections.

The 25-day session
with 19 sittings comes as
cracks in the opposition
ranks seem to be wid-
ening, with beleaguered

| 25-DAY SESSION |

Parl’s Monsoon session from Fuly 20

Trinamool Congress
(TMC) and Shiv Sena
(UBT) facing rebellion

and the Congress parting
ways with the DMK to
join hands with the TVK
to form a government in
Tamil Nadu. The BJP’s
victories in West Bengal,
Assam and Puducherry
assembly polls have given

!

a fresh boost to the rul-
ing National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) after the
last session ended in dis-
appointment as a Consti-
tution amendment bill to
implement  reservation
for women in legislatures
in 2029 and increase the
number of seats in the Lok
Sabha was defeated in the

Lower House. The gov-
ernment is now redraft-
ing the bill to possibly
increase Lok Sabha seats
of all states uniformly by
50 per cent. The popu-
lation-linked increase in
seats has been a major
concern for southern
parties. The aftermath of
the rebellion in TMC and
Shiv Sena (UBT) will also
play out in the forthcom-
ing session. A decision by
Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla on the demands of
20 TMC and six Shiv Sena
(UBT) MPs seeking recog-
nition as separate groups
is awaited.
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People visit the Taj Mahal amid rainfall, in Agra, Saturday. | Photo PTI

Press Trust Of India

Extremely heavy rain-
fall alert, civic body
declare a holiday for
schools and colleges .

MUMBALI: Incessant and
heavy rains threw life
out of gear in Mumbai
and its metropolitan
region on Saturday,
triggering incidents of

| NATURE’'S FURY |

Extreme rains paralyse

road cave-in, tree fall
and house collapse, and
disrupting road and rail
traffic. The continuous
downpour, coupled with

the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD)’s
extremely heavy rainfall
alert, forced the civic
body to declare a holi-
day for schools and col-
leges in the afternoon.
The showers led to
water-logging in several
low-lying areas of the
metropolis, including
Andheri, Kurla, Saki-
naka, Chembur, San-

tacruz, Goregaon and
Powai, and crippled the
services of the public
transport utility as well
posed difficulties for the
users of private vehicles.

Water staganted
on tracks, especially
between Nalasopara

and Virar stations on the
Western Railway line,
affected the train ser-
vices.

| OVERWHELMING RESPONSE |

DU receives over 1 lakh UG applications

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Delhi Univer-
sity has received more
than 1.42 lakh registra-
tions for undergraduate
admissions for the 2026-
27 academic session, with
over 43,500 aspirants
submitting their pro-
gramme and college pref-
erences under the second
phase of the admission
process, officials said on
Saturday.

Dean of Admissions
Haneet Gandhi said that
1,42,733 candidates had
registered under Phase

I of the Common Seat

Allocation System (CSAS),
with 43,547 applicants
filling in their programme
and college preferences
under Phase II.

The second phase
of the undergraduate
admission process began
on July 3 and will remain
open till 11.59 pm on July

©® More than 1.42

lakh registrations

for undergraduate
admissions.

11. Admissions to over
71,000 seats, covering
73 undergraduate pro-
grammes and over 100
BA programme combi-
nations across 67 col-
leges, will be based on
CUET-UG 2026 scores,
subject to  program-

me-specific eligibility
criteria. During Phase II,
candidates are required
to map their Common
University Entrance Test
subjects with those stud-
ied in Class 12 before sub-
mitting their preferred
programme and college
combinations, he said.

According to the
admission schedule, sim-
ulated ranks will be dis-
played on the CSAS portal
at 5 pm on July 12, follow-
ing which candidates can
reorder their programme
and college preferences
till July 13.

Curb pirated content:
Govt asks Telegram

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Centre
has served a notice to pop-
ular messaging app Tele-
gram, directing it to crack
down on the “widespread
dissemination” of pirated
films, OTT content and
other audio-visual material
through its platform, gov-
ernment officials said on
Saturday.In its notice, the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting sought
an Action Taken Report

Telegram

from Telegram within 15
days, with officials under-
lining that the govern-
ment’s approach marks a
shift from piecemeal take-
downs of pirated content to
“platform accountability”.
The ministry is learnt to
have told Telegram, which
was temporarily blocked in

HIGHLIGHT

® |&B Ministry seeks
Telegram ATR in 15
days.

India in June as a precau-
tionary measure to prevent
any paper leak during the
NEET re-examination, that
copyright infringement is
not merely a civil violation,
but also a criminal offence
under the Copyright Act,
1957, and the Cinemato-
graph Act, 1952.

NEWSLINE
NEW DELHI

Denied bail

A court here on Sat-
urday rejected the bail
applications of student
activists Umar Khalid
and Sharjeel Imam in
the larger-conspiracy
case linked to the 2020
northeast Delhi riots, say-
ing it had “no option but
to follow” the Supreme
Court’s January 5 order
and, therefore, could nei-
ther entertain the pleas
nor grant them the relief.

Additional Sessions
Judge Sameer Bajpai said
the bail pleas are not
even maintainable in the
trial court. The judge
said, “This court has no
option but to follow the
judgment dated Janu-
ary 5, 2026, as passed
by the Supreme Court,
whereby the petitions of
both the applicants were
dismissed. Following the
said order of the Supreme
Court, this court cannot
entertain the applica-
tions and grant bail to
the applicants. In fact,
the applications are not
maintainable and they
are hereby dismissed.”

KOTA
Mother’s grit

One lost his father and
watched his widowed
mother stitching clothes
day and night to fund
his education. The other
battled a serious lung
ailment months before
his engineering exam
as his mother attended
online classes and pre-
pared notes for him. The
journeys of Jigar Nayak
from Odisha and Gunjan
Kumar from Bihar have
emerged as two inspiring
success stories from Kota
this year, underscoring
the role of parental sac-
rifice in helping students
overcome adversity to
secure admission to
the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs). Jigar,
a resident of Bakalikoda
village in Odisha’s Gan-
jam district, secured All
India Rank 5,474 in JEE
Advanced 2026 and is set
to become the first stu-
dent from his village to
join an IIT.

NEW DELHI
BYP MILA jailed

A Delhi court on Satur-
day sentenced Bihar BJP
MLA Raju Kumar Singh,
convicted in a 2018 case
in which a woman was
killed in celebratory fir-
ing, to simple imprison-
ment for four years and
slapped a fine of Rs 25
lakh. Special Judge Vishal
Gogne pronounced the
substantive portion of the
sentence orally.

“The convict is sen-
tenced to 4 years simple
imprisonment under
Section 304 part II of the
IPC and 2 months impris-
onment under the Arms
Act,” he said.

Judge Gogne said that
Singh, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) legis-
lator from Bihar’s Saheb-
ganj, will also pay a com-
pensation of Rs 25 lakh
to the family members of
the victim.
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The two-day ‘Chintan Shivir’ at IIM Raipur aims to equip ministers with modern
administrative practices, leadership skills, and digital governance tools like Al.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The third edition
of ‘Chintan Shivir’ for the
Chhattisgarh cabinet led by
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai began at Indian Institute
of Management (IIM), Rai-
pur on Saturday, with par-
ticipants getting guidance
from experts on leadership,
life values, artificial intelli-
gence and the rural econ-
omy, officials said. The two-
day training programme,
organised by the state’s
Good Governance and
Convergence Department
in collaboration with IIM
Raipur, seeks to equip min-
isters with modern admin-
istrative  practices and
prepare them to address
emerging governance chal-
lenges, a government state-
ment said.

Chief = Minister  Sai
described the training
camp as a necessity in
changing times, and said
governments must contin-
uously learn, assess their
performance and prepare
themselves for future chal-
lenges, it said.

“The objective is to
make governance more
effective, innovation-driven
and result-oriented while
advancing the vision of a
developed Chhattisgarh,”
the statement quoted Sai
as saying. The first day’s
deliberations reflected
the government’s intent
to transform governance

-

FASTFACTS

® Discussions

focused heavily on
strengthening the rural
economy, boosting
agricultural value
chains, and expanding
infrastructure,
healthcare, and tourism
in the Bastar region.

from a routine administra-
tive exercise into a trained,
accountable and results-
oriented system aligned
with the national vision of
‘Viksit Bharat (Developed
India), it said.

The programme began
with a session by motiva-
tional speaker and spiri-
tual mentor Gaur Gopal
Das, who interacted with
ministers on leadership,
life values, emotional bal-
ance and sensitivity in
public life, it said.

The session empha-

Focus on collaboration and policy impact

Officials said the training programme is aimed at
strengthening leadership, improving policy formula-
tion, promoting innovation and enhancing coordina-
tion among departments to better meet rising public
expectations. Arrangements have also been made for
Cabinet members to stay within the IIM campus so
that the entire camp can serve as a focused platform
for dialogue and deliberation, they added.

sised that the role of a

public representative
extends beyond depart-
mental responsibilities

and requires earning pub-
lic trust, making balanced
decisions during crises and
providing compassionate
leadership amid changing
public expectations.

It also highlighted
that the quality of gover-
nance depends not only
on policies and welfare
schemes but also on the
vision, integrity and deci-
sion-making abilities of
those implementing them,

it said. Technology and
future governance formed
another key focus area
during the inaugural day,
the release said.

Senior  administrator
Abhay Karandikar deliv-
ered a session on the
growing role of artificial
intelligence, data-driven
decision-making and digi-
tal governance, highlight-
ing how technology can
improve the efficiency and
responsiveness of public
service delivery, particu-
larly in remote and tribal
regions, the release said.

Mukherjee

RAIPUR: In a significant
move to honor the legacy
of the nation’s first Minis-
ter of Industry, Dr. Syama
Prasad Mukherjee, the
Chhattisgarh government
has announced the instal-
lation of his statues in
all divisional and district
headquarters across the
state. Under the guidance
of Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai and the initiative of
Deputy Chief Minister and
Minister of Urban Admin-
istration and Development
Arun Sao, the state has
sanctioned Rs 10.60 crore
for this project. The ini-
tiative comes ahead of Dr.
Mukherjee’s 125th  birth
anniversary on July 6, aim-
ing to preserve his con-
tributions as a renowned
educationist and nation-
alist thinker. The Urban
Administration and Devel-
opment Department has
issued technical orders for
the fund release to ensure
the project commences
promptly. The allocation
is structured as follows:
Divisional =~ Headquarters
(5): Raipur, Durg, Bilaspur,
Jagdalpur, and Ambikapur
have been allocated Rs 50
lakh each for the statue
installation and site beau-
tification. This includes 4
Municipal ~ Corporations
and 23 Municipal Councils,
each receiving Rs 30 lakh.
Arun Sao remarked that
Dr. Mukherjee was a pio-
neer of cultural national-
ism and a key figure in the
struggle for the nation’s
unity and integrity.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The capital city
of Raipur experienced a
sudden shift in weather
on Saturday as scorching
morning heat gave way to
heavy downpours accom-
panied by thunder and
lightning at around 4 PM.
The intense rainfall caused
widespread waterlogging
across major areas of the
city, exposing shortcom-
ings in the local drainage
management system. Prior
to the monsoon, the Mayor
and Commissioner had
directed zone commis-
sioners to clean the city’s
drains, explicitly stating
that zone heads would be
held accountable for any
waterlogging.

Key areas such as the
Bhathagaon line on the ser-
vice road flyover, Ashwani
Nagar to Sundar Nagar,
Devendra Nagar Hospital
Road, and the right side of
Samta Colony main road
near Shyam Mandir were
submerged under drain-
age water flowing onto the
streets. Meanwhile, the
Meteorological Centre in
Raipur issued an official
bulletin predicting heavy
to very heavy rainfall
across Chhattisgarh for the
next 24 to 48 hours, plac-

ing several districts under
orange and yellow alerts.
According to the depart-
ment’s morning inference,
a well-marked low-pres-
sure area over the north-
west Bay of Bengal and
adjoining coasts is driv-
ing the intense weather.
This system is associated
with a cyclonic circulation
extending up to 9.4 kilo-
meters above mean sea
level and is expected to
move west-northwestward
across northern Odisha
and northern Chhattisgarh
over the next three days.
Additionally, a seasonal
trough and a active shear
zone around latitude 21°N
are further intensifying the
monsoon activity.

For the next 24 hours,
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall is likely at isolated
places in districts includ-
ing  Sarangarh-Bilaigarh,
Sakti, Mahasamund, Bas-
tar, and Narayanpur, while
Raigarh, Balodabazar, Gari-
aband, Dantewada, Sukma,
Bijapur, Kondagaon, and
Kanker remain on alert for
heavy rains. Over the next
48 hours, the heavy rainfall
warning extends to Jash-
pur, Dhamtari, Surguja,
Surajpur, Bilaspur, Korba,
Durg, Rajnandgaon, and
several other regions.

GK E-Vehicle produces 5,000th
Electric three-wheeler

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: GK E-Vehicle
Industries, one of Central
India’s leading manufactur-
ers of electric three-wheel-
ers for last-mile transporta-
tion, has achieved a major
milestone by rolling out its
5,000th electric vehicle.
The landmark achieve-
ment was celebrated at
the company’s produc-
tion facility, where Amar
Parwani flagged off the
5,000th vehicle in the pres-
ence of GK Group Directors
Smt. Kiran Parwani and
Smt. Anmol Parwani, Chief
Operating Officer Suresh
Dasari, and members of
the company’s workforce.
The company began
commercial production in
September 2022 and has
witnessed rapid growth,

emerging as Chhattis-
garh’s leading electric
three-wheeler manufac-

turer within its first year of
operations. Over the past
few years, GK E-Vehicle

Industries has strength-
ened its presence across
Central India by building
an extensive sales and ser-
vice network. At present,

the company operates
through 27 dealers and 36
outlets, serving custom-
ers across Chhattisgarh
and the Vidarbha region
of Maharashtra. As part
of its expansion strategy,
GK  E-Vehicle Indus-
tries plans to extend its
footprint into Madhya
Pradesh and Odisha, fur-
ther strengthening its
presence in the growing
electric mobility market.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Amar Parwani,

Director of GK Group, said
the milestone reflects the
growing strength of the
‘Made in Chhattisgarh’
brand. He said the compa-
ny’s vision is to establish
itself among India’s leading
electric vehicle manufac-
turers by offering clean,
reliable and affordable
transportation  solutions.
He added that GK E-Ve-
hicle Industries remains
committed to promoting
sustainable mobility while
contributing to the coun-
try’s transition towards
greener transportation and
showcasing Chhattisgarh’s
manufacturing capabilities
on the national stage.

Central Chronicle News

Key officials from
Chhattisgarh—
including the Assis-
tant Chief Electoral
Officer and public
relations officers
joined over 260
participants from 16
states and UTs at the
Conference.

RAIPUR: Officials from
Chhattisgarh, including
Assistant Chief Electoral
Officer, Additional Direc-
tor of Public Relations
Department and District
Public Relations Officers
from all 33 districts, par-
ticipated in the second
one-day National Con-
ference for Media and
Communication Officers
organized by the Election
Commission of India (ECI)

| ECI MEDIA MEET |

Ch’garh officials participate in ECI
conference on medla & commumcatlon

at the India International
Institute of Democracy
and Election Management
(IIIDEM), New Delhi, on
July 3. The conference
brought together more
than 260 participants,
including Media Nodal
Officers, Social Media
Nodal Officers and senior
Public Relations Depart-
ment officials from 16
states and union territo-
ries. Addressing the con-
ference, Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar said every action
of the Election Commis-
sion of India is guided by
the Constitution, election

laws and the transparent
guidelines issued by the
Commission from time to
time. He urged media and
communication  officers
to remain vigilant against
misinformation and fake
content circulating on
social media, emphasiz-
ing their vital role in coun-
tering false narratives by
disseminating  accurate
and factual information.
He added that the record
voter turnout in the
recent Assembly elections
reflected the strong faith
of citizens in the electoral
process. Chhattisgarh
officials participate in

FAST FACTS

® Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar and Election
Commissioner Dr. Vivek
Joshi emphasized the
critical need for officers
to remain vigilant
against fake content,
deepfakes, and Al-driven

misinformation.

ECI national conference
on media and communi-
cation Election Commis-
sioner Dr. Vivek Joshi, in
his address, highlighted
the challenges posed by
artificial intelligence (Al),
deepfakes and mislead-
ing digital content. He
called upon officials to
address these challenges
in accordance with the
Commission’s guidelines
and stressed the impor-
tance of engaging young
voters through Electoral
Literacy Clubs.

INAKTI LAND ROW |

BFP blames Congress for Nakti land dispute

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Amidst the ongo-
ing protests against the
anti-encroachment  drive
in Nakti, the Bharatiya
Janata Party has leveled
serious allegations against
the Congress party. State
BJP General Secretary Nav-
een Markandey and State
Spokesperson Gauri Shan-
kar Srivas, during a press
conference on Saturday,
claimed that the ground-
work for the Nakti land
issue was laid during the
tenure of the previous Con-
gress government.

They alleged that fol-
lowing the proposal for a
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Housing Board residential
colony, an absconding Con-
gress leader purchased 51
acres of land with the intent
to develop an illegal colony.
The BJP leaders accused
Congress of inciting the vil-
lagers of Nakti for political
gain. Markandey stated that
the Congress is engaging in
low-level politics to mislead

the public. He explained
that in 2020, the Housing
Board had prepared a pro-
posal for a general residen-
tial colony in the area. At
that time, the administra-
tion found illegal encroach-
ment on approximately 3
hectares of land, but over
the years, this encroach-
ment has expanded to
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“The Congress
is engaging in
low-level politics
to mislead the
public.”

Naveen Markandey
State BJP General

nearly 15 hectares. State
Spokesperson Gauri Shan-
kar Srivas further added
that after the colony pro-
posal received No Objection
Certificates from various
departments, a prominent
Congress leader purchased
the 51 acres. He alleged that

this purchase was made
specifically to develop
an illegal colony. Srivas
pointed out that while gov-
ernment policy provisions
for 2.5 decimals of land
for eligible poor families,
several individuals in Nakti
have encroached upon
more than 10,000 square
feet of land. The BJP lead-
ers asserted that the cur-
rent government is working
on a policy that combines
removing encroachments
in rural areas with the reha-
bilitation of eligible occu-
pants, claiming it is the first
government to implement
such a rehabilitation system
for rural regions.

Ch’garh in
PMAY-U 2.0

E"‘F
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RAIPUR: Birgaon Munic-
ipal Corporation has
emerged as the best-per-
forming urban local body
in Chhattisgarh under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana - Urban (PMAY-U)
2.0, successfully com-
pleting more than 300+
permanent houses under
the Mor Zameen-Mor
Makaan (Beneficiary-Led
Construction - BLC) com-
ponent. Commissioner
Yugal Kishore Urwasha
of the Birgaon Municipal
Corporation  informed
that the scheme primarily
benefits eligible families
who already possess their
own land, enabling them
to construct permanent
houses with financial
assistance provided by
the Government. He fur-
ther stated that sustained
monitoring, technical
support, timely execu-
tion, and extensive IEC
played a pivotal role in
ensuring the successful
completion of more than
300+ quality homes.

RAIPUR PARKS
2 modern parks
inaugurated

RAIPUR: Rural MLA
Motilal Sahu and Mayor
Meenal Choubey inaugu-
rated two newly devel-
oped modern parks in
Kabir Nagar and Kachna
GAD Colony, spanning
nearly 3.75 acres. Built
at a cost of Rs 1.51 crore
under Corporate Envi-
ronmental Responsibil-
ity (CER) funds by the
Ginni Devi Goyal Foun-
dation, the parks feature
Miyawaki forests, open
gyms, children’s play
areas, jogging tracks, and
gazebos. The foundation
will maintain both parks
for the next five years.
Municipal Commissioner
Sambit Mishra, along
with other civic officials
and public representa-
tives, attended the event,
where tailoring certifi-
cates were also distrib-
uted to local women self-
help groups. Additionally,
MLA Sahu performed the
ground-breaking  cere-
mony for infrastructure
projects worth Rs 1.43
crore in Ward Number 2.

|IS8TH LIC CENTRAL ZONE TOURNAMENT |

Raipur shines as Vinay, Keshav
& Sakshi storm into TT ﬁnals

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The host division
put up a stellar perfor-
mance as Raipur’s Vinay
Baiswade, Keshav Khandel-
wal and Sakshi Dhanvijay
stormed into the finals of
the ongoing “58th Central
Zone Table Tennis and
Badminton Tournament.”
The two-day sports event,
organized by the Life Insur-
ance Corporation of India
(LIC), Raipur Division, com-
menced on Saturday at the
Sapre School Table Tennis
and Badminton Halls. The
tournament was inaugu-

rated by the Chief Guest MC
Kaushik, Regional Manager
(Pension & Group Schemes)
from the LIC Central Zone
Office in Bhopal. M Kaviraj,
Regional Manager (HRD),
graced the occasion as the
Special Guest, while the
event was presided over
by Ravindra Kumar Patel,

Marketing Manager of LIC
Raipur Division. On the
competitive front, Raipur
dominated the Table Ten-

nis arena. In the men’s
singles semifinals, Raipur’s
Vinay Baiswade delivered
a flawless 4-0 victory over
Himanshu Rangshahi of
Indore Division.
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“Education Dept
officers have been asked
to complete 100 pc
distribution of textbooks
within two days.”

—
—

Bilaspur

Sanjay Agrawal
Collector, Bilaspur

HC upholds elderly parents’ 4~ Cong '1‘3‘“3 ef.‘j.gy o
: e arrage 50% against demolition %
right to peacetul living 2..ed.g % | Nakti houses ;’mb’dg

The High Court reaffirmed that elderly parents deserve dignity, security,
and peaceful living free from mental or physical harassment by children.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The High Court
delivered a significant
judgment reinforcing the
rights and protection of
elderly parents under the
provisions of the Main-
tenance and Welfare of
Parents and Senior Citi-
zens Act, 2007. In a ruling
expected to serve as an
important legal prece-
dent, the single bench of
Justice Amitendra Kishore
Prasad made it clear that
children who subject their
aged parents to mental
or physical harassment
can be evicted from the
house. The court dis-
missed a petition filed by
a son and his wife chal-
lenging their eviction and
upheld the orders passed
by both the Maintenance
Tribunal and the Appel-
late Tribunal.

The case revealed that
a 93-year-old mother
sought legal protection
after allegedly facing con-
tinuous harassment from
her son and daughter-in-
law. The tribunals had
earlier ordered their evic-
tion to ensure the elderly
woman could live peace-
fully in her own residence.
Aggrieved by the decision,
the son and daughter-in-
law approached the High
Court seeking relief.

FASTFACTS

® The High Court
upheld the eviction
order against the
abusive son and
daughter-in-law.

® The court ruled that
maintenance includes
dignity, safety, and
peaceful living for
senior citizens.

After examining the
matter, the High Court
found no merit in their
petition and affirmed
the legality of the evic-
tion order. The court
observed that the law
was enacted with the
primary objective of pro-
tecting senior citizens
from neglect, abuse, and
exploitation during the
later years of their lives.

It emphasized that the
authorities  constituted
under the Act possess
adequate powers to safe-
guard elderly parents

whenever circumstances
warrant such interven-
tion.

While interpreting the
provisions of the Senior
Citizens Act, the court
provided an expansive
understanding of the
term “maintenance.” It
stated that maintenance
cannot be  confined
merely to providing food,
financial assistance, or
other material neces-
sities. Instead, it also
encompasses ensuring
that elderly parents are
able to live with dig-

nity, respect, peace,
and emotional security.
According to the court,
the legal obligation of
children extends beyond
meeting financial needs
and includes creating an
environment free from
intimidation, humilia-
tion, and abuse.

The judgment under-
scores that the welfare
legislation is intended to
preserve the dignity and
well-being of senior citi-
zens rather than merely
ensure their financial
sustenance.

By upholding the
eviction order, the High
Court reaffirmed that
elderly parents have a
legal right to live safely
and respectfully in their
own homes, and that the
law will intervene deci-
sively against those who
violate that right through
cruelty or harassment.

peaceful living.

Protection of elder parents can’t be denied

The High Court bench further observed that
even if an elderly parent is financially independent
and does not require monetary support, the protec-
tion available under the Act cannot be denied if the
individual is subjected to harassment. In such situa-
tions, the Maintenance Tribunal is fully empowered
to take appropriate measures, including directing
the eviction of children or relatives responsible for
the abuse, to restore the senior citizen’s right to

Resources Department
has started releas-
ing water from the
Arpa Bhaisajhar Bar-
rage after the reser-
voir reached nearly 50
per cent of its storage
capacity.

Officials said the
move was necessary as
the water level has been
rising steadily over the
past few days due to
increasing inflows from
upstream areas.

While Bilaspur itself
has not witnessed heavy
rainfall recently, contin-
uous rains in the upper
catchment districts have
significantly boosted the
inflow into the reser-
voir, leading to a sharp
increase in storage lev-
els. With the barrage
gates now open, the
water flow in the Arpa
River is expected to
increase considerably.

The department has
issued a public advi-
sory urging residents
living along the riv-
erbanks, fishermen,
farmers and visitors
to stay away from the
river and avoid enter-
ing the water.

People residing in
low-lying areas have
also been asked to
remain vigilant and
shift to safer, higher
locations if the river
level continues to rise
further.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The District
Congress Committee
staged a demonstration
and burnt the effigy as
a mark of protest against
the f BJP govt at Nehru
Chowk, condemning the
demolition of houses
belonging to poor fami-
lies in Nakti village during
the monsoon. The pro-
test was organised on the
directions of the Pradesh
Congress Committee.
Congress leaders
alleged that the BJP gov-
ernment had rendered
poor families homeless
without ensuring proper
rehabilitation during
the rainy season. They
demanded  immediate
compensation and reha-
bilitation for the affected
families, warning of a
stronger agitation if their
demands were ignored.
Addressing the gath-
ering, City Congress
Committee president Sid-
dhanshu Mishra termed

HIGHLIGHT

® Congress leaders
alleged that the BJP
government had
rendered poor families
homeless without
ensuring proper
rehabilitation during
the rainy season.

the demolition “inhu-
mane” and said the Con-
gress would continue to
fight for justice for the
affected villagers. District
Rural Congress Commit-
tee president Mahendra
Gangotri said Congress
MLAs had decided not to
accept new government
residences built by dis-
placing poor families and
had conveyed this stand
to the Chief Minister
through a letter.

Among those pres-
ent at the protest were
Shailesh Pandey, Siyaram
Kaushik, Rajendra
Shukla, Rajendra Sahu,
Pramod Nayak, Jitendra
Pandey and others.

Complained filed against
teachers attached to
Flood Control Room

Central Chronicle News

School Educa-
tion Minister has
ordered that all
teachers’ attach-
ments to different
offices would be
withdrawn.

BILASPUR: Allegations of
misuse of administrative
postings have surfaced in
Bilaspur, with complaints
claiming that some influ-
ential teachers have been
attached to the district’s
flood control room just as
the new academic session
began, allowing them to
avoid classroom duties. A
complaint has been sub-
mitted to the Collector
seeking cancellation of
the attachments.

The issue has gained
significance after the
Directorate of Public
Instruction (DPI), acting

on instructions from the
School Education Minis-
ter, ordered all teacher
attachments to offices
be withdrawn and staff
sent back to their original
schools. However, com-
plainants allege the direc-
tive is yet to be imple-
mented in the district.

The complaint names
two teachers posted on
flood control duty and
questions the need for
such attachments when
there has been no flood
situation. It also alleges
that several teachers
continue to work in the
offices of the DEO, BEO
and other government
departments instead
of teaching in schools,
affecting students’ edu-
cation.

Meanwhile, Bilha BEO
has directed all attached
teachers and staff to
report to their parent
institutions, warning that
salaries may be with-

FASTFACTS

©® Complaints have
been filed against some
influential teachers,
attached to the district’s
flood control room,

as the new academic
session has begun.

held if attendance is not
marked through the VSK
app. However, the order
reportedly does not iden-
tify the employees con-
cerned, drawing criticism
over a lack of transpar-
ency.

Acting DEO Ramesh-
war Jaiswal said the
department has sought
details of all attached
teachers from BEO offices
and the establishment
branch. He said they
would be relieved and
sent back to their original
schools once the list is
received, in compliance
with the government’s
instructions.

App is essential,

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Collector San-
jay Agrawal has directed
all government teachers
in the district to com-
plete their registration
on the VSK at the earliest,
warning that disciplinary
action will be initiated
against those who fail
to comply. The direc-
tive was issued during
a review meeting of the
School Education Depart-
ment.

The Collector also
ordered a show-cause
notice to the principal of
Swami Atmanand Higher
Secondary School, Bel-
tara, for remaining
absent from the meeting
and deputing a subordi-
nate lecturer in his place.

Reviewing  prepara-
tions for the new aca-
demic session, Agrawal
instructed officials to
complete 100 per cent

| REVIEW MEETING |

Teachers’ registration on VSK

scanning and distribu-
tion of textbooks within
two days in blocks where
books have already
reached. He also took
note of delays in supply-
ing textbooks to 11 school
clusters in Bilha block
and sought an assurance
from the Textbook Cor-
poration that the pending
books would be delivered
within two days.

The Collector further
directed officials to com-
plete all pending UDISE
and APAAR-related work
within the stipulated
timeline. Stressing the
need to improve learning
outcomes, he instructed

schools to  conduct
monthly  assessments,
maintain teachers’ daily
diaries, complete the
syllabus on schedule
and strictly follow the
academic calendar. He
also asked teachers to
regularly practise multi-
plication tables and the
Hindi alphabet (Barah-
khadi) with students to
strengthen foundational
learning.

The meeting was
attended by Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the Zila
Panchayat Sandeep
Agrawal, District Educa-
tion Officer Rameshwar
Jaiswal, District Mission

warns collector

FASTFACTS

© Collector Sanjay
Agrawal has directed all
government teachers in
the district to complete
their registration on

the VSK at the earliest,
warning that disciplinary
action will be initiated
against those who fail to
comply

Coordinator Om Pandey
and other education
department officials.

Taking serious note
of delays in wupdating
records on the e-HRMS
portal, the Collector
directed all Block Edu-
cation Officers (BEOs)
to ensure 100 per cent
entry of teachers’ service
records by Wednesday.
He warned that show-
cause notices would be
issued to the concerned
officers if the deadline
was not met.

|SURGERY |

CIMS saves lwo patients with risky neck Injuries

Central Chronicle News

BIALSPUR: The ENT
Department of the Chhat-
tisgarh Institute of Medical
Sciences (CIMS) success-
fully treated two patients
with life-threatening neck
injuries through timely
surgical intervention and
coordinated  emergency
care.

Both patients recov-
ered well after treatment
and have been discharged
from the hospital, high-
lighting the institute’s
growing capability in han-
dling complex trauma

cases.
Ramanesh Murthy praised
the medical team for their
prompt response and
professional ~ expertise,
describing the successful
surgeries as a reflection
of the institute’s advanced
emergency care facilities

CIMS Dean Dr.

and effective teamwork.
He said the cases demon-

strated the importance
of quick decision-making
and seamless coordination
among different depart-
ments in saving critically
injured patients. The sur-
geries were led by Head
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“The successful
surgery is a
lestament to

CIMS advanced

emergency care

services.”

Dr. Ramanesh Murthy
Dean, CIMS

of the ENT Department
Dr. Aarti Pandey, Associ-
ate Professor Dr. V.B. Sahu
and Assistant Professor Dr.
Shweta Mittal. The first
patient, a 45-year-old man

admitted on June 18 with a
deep neck injury, under-
went immediate surgery to
repair the damaged tissues
and control bleeding. His
condition stabilised fol-
lowing the operation.

The second patient,
a 30-year-old man, was
admitted on June 15 after
suffering a severe neck
injury in a blade attack.
Despite significant blood
loss, the medical team
performed  emergency
vascular ligation and suc-
cessfully controlled the
bleeding, ultimately sav-
ing his life.

25 households left
without power supply

BIALSPUR:Around 25
households in Mahadev
Nagar, Ghuru, under the
Sakri Distribution Cen-
tre, have been without
electricity for the past
three days after a trans-
former fuse reportedly
failed, leaving residents
struggling in the humid
weather. Residents
alleged that despite lodg-
ing repeated complaints
through the 1912 elec-
tricity helpline, the Chief
Minister’s Helpline, and
directly at the Sakri distri-
bution office, the fault has
not been rectified. They

said the prolonged outage
has disrupted water sup-
ply, spoiled stored food
and caused severe incon-
venience to children and
elderly people. Consum-
ers also claimed that offi-
cials at the Sakri fuse call
centre were not respond-
ing to phone calls. After
receiving no satisfac-
tory response from the
electricity ~ department,
local residents warned
that they would stage a
protest and gherao the
Sakri Distribution Cen-
tre if power supply is not
restored immediately.

absent

BILASPUR: Soon  after
assuming charge as Joint
Director of Education, Ash-
wini Bhardwaj has launched
surprise  inspections to
improve the functioning of
government schools. Dur-
ing an inspection of Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary
School, Pendridih, in Bilha
block on Friday, two lec-
turers were found absent
despite having signed the
attendance register. During
the inspection at around
12:40 pm, the Joint Director
found that lecturers Jyoti
Sharma and Anita Jatwar
had marked their atten-
dance but were not present
on campus. Taking serious
note of the matter, Bhard-
waj issued show-cause
notices to both teachers.
The notices state that mark-
ing attendance and leaving
the workplace amounts to
gross negligence of duty and
violates the provisions of the
Chhattisgarh Civil Services
(Conduct) Rules, 1965.

ERROR

Errors in
mark-sheets,
probe ordered

BILASPUR: Serious errors
in Class VIII marksheets
issued by Parijat Higher
Secondary School,
Deorikhurd, have left
several students facing
admission difficulties,
prompting the District
Education Officer (DEO)
to order an inquiry. One
of the affected students,
Himanshu Patel, was incor-
rectly identified as a female
in the marksheet. The
document also reportedly
contains discrepancies in
subject marks, total marks
and even the school’s
name. While the student’s
actual score is 426, the
total has been written as
454 in words. According
to the family, the school
admitted the mistakes but
said correcting the mark-
sheet could take up to six
months, making it difficult
for the student to secure
admission to the next class.
The family has demanded
immediate issuance of
corrected documents and
action against the school.

ALDERMAN

BFP names 11
Aldermen

BILASPUR: The BJP has
approved the appoint-
ment of 11 aldermen to
the Bilaspur Municipal
Corporation based on the
district core committee’s
recommendations. The
inclusion of former Con-
gress leader Laltu Ghosh,
who joined the BJP ahead
of the Assembly elec-
tions, has triggered dis-
content among sections
of party workers. While
the party described the
appointments as a result
of organisational delib-
erations, some long-time
workers have privately
questioned the decision,
saying senior grassroots
leaders were overlooked.
However, no public dis-
sent has surfaced due to
party discipline. The list
includes Shekhar Pal,
Jugal Kishore Agrawal,
Chandraprakash Mishra,
Yogesh Bole, Vishnu Soni,
Ashok Thakur and Laltu
Ghosh from Bilaspur.
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11,000 divyang beneficiaries
to get self-employment loans

After Nakti, Tuta demolition
proposal reflects BJP’s anti-
poor mindset.

Satyaprakash Singh
Cong Spokesperson

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

OVERWHELMING RESPONSE
Abhinav City Housing Fair draws huge crowds;
Final day offers last chance

State launches major initiative for Divyang entrepreneurship and empowerment.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a major step
towards promoting eco-
nomic independence
among persons with dis-
abilities, the Chhattisgarh
Divyangjan Finance and
Development Corporation
has set an ambitious target
of providing self-employ-
ment loans to 11,000 Divy-
ang beneficiaries across
the state. Along with finan-
cial assistance, the Cor-
poration will offer man-
datory skill development
training, entrepreneur-
ship guidance, business
consultancy, and mar-
keting support to ensure
beneficiaries successfully
establish and sustain their

enterprises. The decision
was reviewed during a
meeting chaired by Lokesh
Kawadia, Chairman of the
Chhattisgarh  Divyangjan

Finance and Develop-
ment Corporation, with
representatives of banks
authorized by the National
Divyangjan Finance and
Development Corporation
(NDFDC). The meeting
focused on strengthen-
ing the implementation

of self-employment loan
FACTFILE

® Mandatory training,
loans, marketing
support to empower
Divyang entrepreneurs
nationwide.

schemes and enhancing
coordination between
financial institutions and
the Corporation.

Addressing the partic-
ipants, Kawadia said the
state government’s objec-
tive is not merely to pro-
vide loans but to transform
persons with disabilities
into self-reliant entrepre-
neurs capable of contrib-
uting actively to the state’s
economy. He announced
that skill development
training will be manda-
tory for every beneficiary
before loan disbursement.

The Corporation’s training
centres will provide techni-
cal skills, financial literacy,
entrepreneurship  devel-
opment, and business
management programmes
to equip beneficiaries for
long-term success.

He further informed
that beneficiaries would
receive continuous men-
toring and marketing assis-
tance to help them run sus-
tainable businesses.

The Corporation is col-
laborating with reputed
business institutions to
encourage viable ventures
in sectors such as laundry
services, grocery stores,
readymade garments, foot-
wear, and other daily-use
products.

No displacement proposal for

Tuta. clarifies NRDA

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Naya Raipur
Atal Nagar Development
Authority (NRDA) has
clarified that there is
no proposal at present
to displace residents of
Tuta village, putting to
rest rumours circulat-
ing on social media and
other platforms regard-
ing a possible eviction

drive. The Authority
stated that only show-
cause notices have

been issued to certain

individuals

following
complaints of alleged
encroachments, and no
displacement action has
been initiated. Accord-
ing to NRDA officials,
the Authority had been
receiving repeated com-
plaints about encroach-
ments in various parts

of Tuta village. Acting on
these complaints, offi-
cials carried out a formal
inspection and subse-
quently issued prelimi-
nary show-cause notices
to the concerned parties
in accordance with the
prescribed legal proce-
dures. The Authority
further informed that on
July 2, representatives
of the village and prom-
inent local citizens met
the NRDA Chief Execu-
tive Officer to discuss the
issue.

Chain snatching accused
arrested within 34 hours

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:  Raipur  Police
cracked a chain-snatching
case within 34 hours, arrest-
ing a habitual offender and
recovering stolen gold jewel-
lery, a mobile phone and the
scooter used in the crime.
The total value of the recov-
ered property is estimated at
Rs 10 lakh. The incident took
place on July 2 near the Rad-
hakrishna Temple in Sarona
under the D.D. Nagar police
station limits. Complainant
Chandrika Dewangan, a
resident of Kabirdham,

was  walking
with her hus- ,f'
band when a -

scooter-borne .
miscreant ;
snatched her

purse containing gold jew-
ellery and a mobile phone
before fleeing. A joint team
of the Anti-Crime and
Cyber Unit and D.D. Nagar
Police analysed CCTV foot-
age, gathered technical
evidence and tracked the
suspect’s movements, lead-
ing to the arrest of Sheikh
Akhtar alias Kallu (31) of
Tikrapara.

GEMS hosts
PTM and career
counsehng session

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Shri  Gujarati
English Medium Higher
Secondary School (GEMS)
organized its first Parent-
Teacher Meeting (PTM)
for Classes IX and XI on
Saturday, along with a
special Career Counseling
and Motivational Session.
The objective of the meet-
ing was to inform parents
about the revised CBSE
curriculum, new assess-
ment system, three-lan-
guage policy, and other
key educational changes
introduced by CBSE. The

event saw enthusiastic
participation from parents
and students. School Prin-
cipal Dr. Shailesh Sharma
addressed the gathering
and explained the new
academic policies in detail.
He stressed the need for
active involvement of par-
ents and strong collab-
oration between school
and home for the overall
growth of students. The
major highlight of the
day was the session by
renowned Career Coun-
selor and Motivational
Speaker Dr. Alakshendra
Mogre.

| SUTRAA FASHION EXHIBITION |

Weekend rush throngs
Sulraa Fashlon exhlbltlon

Central Chronicle News

Weekend shoppers
crowd exhibition
ahead of Raksha
Bandhan celebra-
tions enthusiastically.

RAIPUR: The festive spirit
of Raksha Bandhan was on
full display as the ‘Sutraa
Indian Fashion Exhibition
- Rakhi Edit’ witnessed an
overwhelming response
on its second day at Hotel
Babylon International in
Raipur. The weekend rush
transformed the venue
into a bustling shopping
destination, with fashion
lovers and families turn-
ing up in large numbers to
explore exclusive festive
collections. Following an
impressive opening day
that attracted more than
1,500 visitors, Saturday
recorded an even bigger

turnout as shoppers made
the most of the weekend to
prepare for the upcoming
festival. Long queues of
women, young shoppers
and families were seen at
the exhibition from the
morning, making it one of
the city’s most popular fes-
tive shopping destinations.
Organised on the theme
‘Tradition Meets Trend,
the exhibition features
exclusive collections
from renowned designers
from across the country.
Designer  Indo-Western
outfits,  pastel-coloured
ensembles, trendy couture
wear, traditional suits and

elegant sarees remained
among the top attractions
for Raksha Bandhan shop-
pers. The jewellery sec-
tion also witnessed brisk
business, with customers
showing keen interest in
Kundan, Meenakari and
contemporary fine jewel-
lery, along with designer
clutches, handbags and
fashionable footwear to
complete their festive
look. Home décor enthu-
siasts also explored a wide
range of decorative items,
artefacts and premium
lifestyle products designed
to add elegance and a fes-
tive touch to their homes.

| RARE AORTIC SURGERY |

MMI Namyana performs rare Aortic Surgery on 9o-vear-old

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: MMI Narayana
Hospital, Raipur, has suc-
cessfully performed a
highly complex Endovas-
cular Aortic Aneurysm
Repair (EVAR) on a
90-year-old woman,
marking the first known
procedure of its kind in
a nonagenarian in Chhat-
tisgarh. The minimally
invasive surgery saved the
patient from a potentially
fatal abdominal aortic
aneurysm and highlighted
significant advancements
in vascular care for elderly
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patients.

The  patient was
admitted with severe

abdominal pain. Detailed
investigations revealed a
64 mm infra-renal aortic
aneurysm with throm-
bus, showing signs of an
impending rupture. Doc-

tors said the case was
particularly challenging

because the patient’s
blood vessels were highly
tortuous, while the arter-
ies supplying the kidneys
and intestines originated
very close to the aneu-
rysm. Given the patient’s

advanced age, an open
surgical repair posed
extremely high risks. The
medical team opted for
an advanced minimally
invasive EVAR procedure
using a 168 mm endovas-
cular stent graft and the
specialised reverse slid-
ing technique to safely
isolate the aneurysm
while preserving blood
flow to vital organs.

The procedure, per-
formed on June 26,
lasted approximately
four hours and twenty
minutes and was com-
pleted without complica-

tions. The patient made
a steady recovery and
was discharged on June
29. The surgery was led
by Dr. Sumanta Shekhar
Padhi, Senior Consul-
tant and Clinical Lead,
Interventional Cardiol-
ogy, with support from
Dr. Mohammed Wasim
Khan, Consultant Car-
diovascular Surgeon,
who secured vascular
access and ensured safe
closure after the proce-
dure. Anaesthesia was
managed by Dr. Arun
Andappan and Dr. Sneha
Khobragade.

RAIPUR: The grand three-day
Abhinav City Housing Fair witnessed
an overwhelming response on its sec-
ond day, with homebuyers and inves-
tors turning up in large numbers to
explore premium residential options
at the township in Mova-Daldal
Seoni. Encouraged by the success of
the opening day, the weekend saw a
significant rise in visitor footfall and
spot bookings, making the project
one of the most sought-after residen-
tial destinations in the city. Devel-
oped jointly by Ashtavinayak Realty
and Abhinav Builders, the township
attracted nearly 100 visitors on Satur-
day alone, resulting in 15 fresh book-
ings. Over the first two days, around
250 prospective buyers visited the
project site, while 42 apartments and
plots were booked, reflecting grow-
ing confidence among homebuyers.
Visitors showed strong interest in
garden-facing and corner plots as
well as ready-to-move-in 2 and 3 BHK
luxury apartments. The project’s
strategic location behind Ambuja
Mall, close to Balaji Hospital and the
Science Centre, coupled with attrac-
tive spot booking offers and assured
gifts for site visits, further enhanced
its appeal. Expressing gratitude for
the overwhelming response, Santosh
Lohana, CMD of Ashtavinayak Realty,
said the company’s vision extends

beyond selling homes to providing
a safe, eco-friendly and modern life-
style. Managing Directors Prakash
Lohana and Vijay Tanwani said the
enthusiastic response had exceeded
expectations and urged citizens to
make the most of the final day of the
housing fair. Organisers have invited
families from Raipur and nearby
areas to visit the township on Sunday
and experience its world-class ame-
nities, including 10 landscaped gar-
dens, a grand temple, mini-theatre,
modern gymnasium and swimming
pool, while taking advantage of exclu-
sive offers and investment opportuni-
ties before the fair concludes.

CANCER OPD SERVICES
Dr. Mou Roy begins monthly cancer OPD
services in Ambikapur

RAIPUR: In a major healthcare initia-
tive for patients in North Chhattisgarh,
Ramkrishna Care Hospital, Raipur,
has launched monthly cancer consul-
tation services in Ambikapur through
its senior surgical oncologist, Dr. Mou
Roy. The specialised OPD will now
be held on the first Saturday of every
month, providing expert cancer care
closer to patients in Ambikapur and
the entire Surguja division. The initia-
tive is expected to significantly reduce
the need for cancer patients to travel
to Raipur or other metropolitan cities
for specialist consultations. The hospi-
tal management said the monthly OPD
will offer comprehensive consultations
for the diagnosis, treatment planning
and management of various types of
cancer. Dr. Mou Roy, who serves as
the Clinical Director and Senior Con-
sultant Surgical Oncologist at Ramkr-
ishna Care Hospital, has more than 20
years of experience in cancer surgery.
Her areas of expertise include breast
cancer surgery and reconstruction,
thyroid, head and neck cancers, gyne-
cological cancers, gastrointestinal and
hepatopancreatobiliary cancers, as
well as HIPEC and treatment of peri-

toneal surface malignancies. The
OPD services will be available at the
Ramkrishna Care Hospital Outpatient
Centre located at Namnakala, near
Carmel School on Ring Road, Ambika-
pur. Emphasising the importance
of early diagnosis, Dr. Mou Roy said
timely screening and prompt special-
ist consultation can greatly improve
cancer treatment outcomes. She
urged people experiencing suspicious
symptoms not to delay medical eval-
uation, stressing that early detection
remains the key to successful cancer
management.

ROBOTIC JOINT REPLACEMENT WORKSHOP
Chhattisgarh Chamber hosts workshop on
Robotic Joint Replacement

RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries, in associa-
tion with Ramkrishna Care Hospitals,
organized a health awareness work-
shop on “Robotic Joint Replacement”
at Hotel Babylon Capital, Raipur, to
educate citizens and the business
community about advanced treat-
ment options for knee and joint ail-
ments. The seminar was attended
by leading orthopaedic specialists,
prominent businessmen and Chamber
office-bearers. Dr. Pankaj Dhabalia,
Head of the Department of Orthopae-
dics, Joint Replacement and Sports
Injuries at Ramkrishna Care Hospitals,
highlighted the importance of com-
bining advanced medical technology
with compassionate patient care. He
stressed that sedentary lifestyles and

poor dietary habits are leading to pre-
mature bone disorders and empha-
sized regular exercise and balanced
nutrition for maintaining bone health.
Addressing the gathering, Chamber
State President Satish Thaurani said
good physical and mental health is
essential for business success. He
noted that hectic schedules often lead
traders and entrepreneurs to neglect
their health, resulting in joint prob-
lems at an early age. He lauded Ramkr-
ishna Care Hospitals for introducing
world-class robotic joint replacement
technology in Chhattisgarh. During
the technical session, Dr. Pratik Dha-
balia explained the advantages of
robotic joint replacement through a
presentation and live demonstration
of the advanced robotic system.
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Every child deserves quality
education, and collective
efforts by parents, teachers and
government will build a brig; \
empowered future.”

Gajendra Yadav
School Education Minister
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Young students pedal
for better village road

Everyone was surprised by the confidence and boldness of the boys.

Press Trust Of India

MUNGELI: Age proved no
barrier to raising civic
issues when two young
schoolboys from Birgaon
cycled to the district col-
lectorate to seek a solu-
tion to their village’s
dilapidated road during
the weekly Jan-Darshan
public grievance pro-
gramme. The students,
aged between 10 and 13
and studying in Classes 3
and 4, surprised officials
by confidently presenting
their concerns before the
District Collector.

Dressed in their school

uniforms and carry-
ing their bags, the boys
explained that the poor
condition of the Birgaon-
Karhi road made it diffi-
cult for children to reach
school, especially during
the monsoon. Muddy
stretches and damaged

sections forced them to
take a nearly five-kilome-
tre detour, often causing
delays and soiling their
uniforms. They said
around 40 to 50 students
from the village faced the
same hardship every day.

Instead of submitting a

formal typed complaint,
the children handed over
a handwritten applica-
tion. In the letter, Mihul
Tandon requested that
even a 200-300 metre
stretch of the road be
covered with murrum
(gravel) to make commut-
ing safer and easier. The
boys told the Collector
that they approached the
administration because
they believed their con-
cerns would be heard
after repeated local
efforts failed to bring any
improvement.

The Collector lis-
tened patiently to their

HIGHLIGHT

® During Friday’s
Jandarshan at
Mungeli’s Collectorate,
two young boys
arrived to submit an
application to the
Collector.

grievances and assured
them that the concerned
department would
inspect the road and
take necessary steps for
its repair. The children’s
confidence and sense of
responsibility impressed
officials and those pres-
ent at the programme.

New installed SBI
ATM benefits citizens

Press Trust Of India

MCB: A new State Bank of
India (SBI) ATM was inau-
gurated on Friday at the
Collector’s Office complex
to enhance banking acces-
sibility for government
employees and the pub-
lic. Collector and District
Magistrate Santan Devi
Jangde inaugurated the
facility by lighting the cer-
emonial lamp and cutting
the ribbon.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Jangde said the
ATM would provide con-
venient access to bank-
ing services, including
cash withdrawals, for
officials, staff, and visi-
tors at a single location.
She added that the ini-
tiative would save time,
encourage digital bank-
ing, and strengthen finan-
cial inclusion by making
modern banking facilities

FASTFACTS

® On Friday, a new SBI
ATM was inaugurated
at the Collectorate
premises.

more accessible.

The inauguration was
attended by SBI Regional
Manager Prateek Agniho-
tri, District Lead Manager
Bijan Nayak, SBI Manen-
dragarh Branch Manager
Uday Singh Lodhi, other
bank officials, and Collec-
torate officers and staff.

According to SBI offi-
cials, the ATM will offer
round-the-clock services
such as cash withdraw-
als, balance inquiries,
and mini-statements,
benefiting people visit-
ing the Collector’s Office
complex and nearby
areas with faster and
more convenient bank-
ing facilities.

| WATERLOGGING IN KOREA |

Walterlogging paralyzes life
across Korea district

Press Trust Of India

BAIKUNTHPUR: Monsoon
rains have intensified
waterlogging in Korea dis-
trict, affecting even the
Collector office, the admin-
istrative headquarters of
the district. Roads in sev-
eral areas are turning into
ponds, making movement
difficult for both motor-
ists and pedestrians. Res-
idential areas are severely
affected as dirty drain
water enters homes, dam-
aging household belong-
ings and disrupting daily

life. The issue is recurring
every monsoon, yet no
permanent solution has
been implemented despite
repeated concerns. Inad-
equate drainage systems,
lack of regular clean-
ing, and encroachments
are major causes of the
problem. This has also
increased mosquito breed-

ing and the risk of spread-
ing infectious diseases
among residents. Locals
are demanding immediate
drainage cleaning, relief
measures, and a long-term
permanent solution from
the administration. Over-
all, residents urge swift
government action as con-
tinuous rainfall worsens
the situation across the
district. Authorities are
under pressure to provide
urgent solutions as water-
logging continues to dis-
rupt normal life and public
services severely.

Five aldermen
appointed in
Mungeli council

MUNGELI: The Urban
Administration and Devel-
opment Department of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has issued an order
appointing five nominated
councilors (Aldermen) to
the Mungeli Municipal
Council. The appointed
members include Dr. San-
jay Verma, Lekhu Sahu,
Amitesh ~ ‘Vijju’ Arya,
Rajhans Tamboli, and
Khemraj Mohle. These
individuals are known
for their active involve-
ment in local politics and
urban development activ-
ities, with representation
from different sections of
society.

| SARPANCH LOSES POST |

Bangha Sarpanch removed
after no- conﬁdence motlon

Press Trust Of India

TAKHATPUR: A no-con-
fidence motion against
Punita Nandani Maravi,
Sarpanch of Gram Pan-
chayat Bangha under Jan-
pad Panchayat Takhatpur,
has been passed by a clear
majority, leading to her
removal from office. The
motion was supported
by 15 out of 20 Panchs,
while only 5 members
voted in favor of the Sar-
panch. The proposal
was brought forward by
Panchs alleging irregu-
larities in construction

works,
of development schemes,
and other administrative
functions, along with a
lack of coordination with

implementation

elected representatives.
The voting process was
conducted under the
supervision of competent
authorities in accordance

with prescribed rules and
procedures. Tehsildar
Shashank Shekhar Shukla
confirmed that the entire
process was carried out
lawfully and transpar-
ently. With the required
majority achieved, the
motion was declared
passed.

| WORKSHOP ON SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT HELD |

Solid waste management

workshop held districtwide

Press Trust Of India

MCB: A district-level workshop
on the effective implementation
of the Solid Waste Management
Rules-2026 under the Swachh

Bharat Mission (Grameen)
was held at the Zila Panchayat that the rules, implemented
conference hall, chaired by from April 1, 2026, in line with

CEO Ankita Som. Sarpanchs,
and Swachhata
Didis from 22 selected Gram
Panchayats participated in the

secretaries,

agement,

programme. The CEO stated

Supreme Court directives, aim
to strengthen rural sanitation,
ensure scientific waste man-
and improve pub-

measures.

lic health and environmental
protection. She directed Gram
Panchayats to prepare fort-
night action plans and ensure
full implementation by October
2026. Training sessions covered
door-to-door waste collection,
segregation of wet, dry, sanitary
and hazardous waste, banning
open dumping and burning,
registration of bulk waste
generators, and enforcement

| DR. ASHUTOSH’'S COMMENTS ON WOMEN |

Yadav, Zila

Panchayat.

village and

KORIYA: Under the guidance
of Koriya Collector Roktima

Dr. Ashutosh Chaturvedi con-
ducted an inspection of various
Panchayat and Rural Develop-
ment works in Sonhat Janpad
During the visit,
he inspected the Integrated
Farming Cluster in Keshganva

Panchayat CEO

interacted with

women of self help groups
encouraging them to enhance
their livelihoods and adopt
better income-generation prac-

Women empowerment
foundation of rural devp

Press Trust Of India tices. Under the National Rural
Livelihood Mission (Bihan), 16
women from three SHGs are
engaged in poultry farming,
goat rearing, vegetable cultiva-
tion, and vermicompost pro-
duction, earning over 5 lakh in
the last two years. The cluster
uses modern techniques like
drip irrigation, mulching, and
layered farming, where goats
are reared above and poultry
below in a single shed.

VB-G Ram-G Mission boosts
rural employment opportunities

MUNGELI: The Union Gov-
ernment has notified new
wage rates under the ‘Viksit
Bharat-Employment  and
Livelihood Guarantee Mis-
sion (Rural)’ (VB-G Ram-G),
launched virtually by Union
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han from Tirupati, Andhra
Pradesh. The mission aims
to strengthen the rural econ-

omy, expand employment
opportunities, and promote
self-reliant villages. A launch
programme was held at the
‘Jandarshan’ hall in the Dis-
trict Collectorate, attended
by public representatives,
officials, and villagers.
Collector Kundan Kumar
stated that the initiative
supports the vision of Viksit

Bharat and Viksit Chhat-
tisgarh through livelihood
enhancement, rural infra-
structure development, and
active Gram Panchayat par-
ticipation. He highlighted that
village development plans
will be prepared through
Gram Sabhas using a trans-
parent,  technology-based
system.

Aldermen serve as municipal
government representatives

TAKHATPUR: MLA Dhar-
majeet  Singh,  while
addressing a programme
held to honour newly
appointed Aldermen in
Takhatpur Municipal
Council, said that Alder-
men act as government
representatives within the
municipality. He stated
that as BJP is in power
at the state and Centre,
the nominated members

must ensure effective
implementation of gov-
ernment schemes, proper
delivery of benefits, and
timely resolution of civic
issues across all wards. He
emphasized that their role
is not limited to a single
ward but extends to the
entire municipal area, and
they should actively raise
public issues and sugges-
tions. The MLA said the

selection of five Aldermen
was made after careful
consideration by the party,
though many deserving
candidates existed, and
assured that future oppor-
tunities would be provided.
He also urged coordination
within the council and
respect for all members.
During the event, he hon-
oured the Aldermen with
BJP scarves.

| COLLECTOR INSPECTS PM SHRI SCHOOL |

Collector Runal Dudawat remeze)s facilities at Tilkeja school

Press Trust Of India

KORBA: Collector Kunal
Dudawat conducted an
inspection of PM SHRI
SAGES School in Tilkeja
village under Kartala block
on Friday, reviewing in
detail the school’s aca-
demic environment, infra-
structure, laboratories,
and student facilities. On
his arrival, he was warmly
welcomed by girl students

e .
who applied tilak and pre-

sented a bouquet.
The Collector first vis-
ited the computer lab and
took stock of available

resources, digital infra-
structure, and the teach-
ing-learning process. He
then held an interactive
session with Class 11 and

12 students, discussing
their academic progress,
subject preferences,
exam preparation, and
previous results. He also
sought feedback from
students regarding addi-
tional facilities required
to improve the quality of
education and modernize
the school environment.

During the interac-
tion, Collector Dudawat
encouraged students to

set clear career goals
aligned with their inter-
ests and to pursue stud-
ies with discipline and
consistency. He empha-
sized that hard work and
quality education are
key to success, especially
for Class 12 students pre-
paring for board exami-
nations, which play a
crucial role in higher edu-
cation and career oppor-
tunities.

Geedha bypass to become
green corridor

MUNGELI: In a major ini-
tiative to develop a green
and clean environment,
a 10-kilometre stretch of
the Geedha Bypass will
be beautified with shade-
giving and ornamental
plants. A review meeting
was held at Maniyari Hall
in the District Collector-
ate under the chairman-
ship of Collector Kundan
Kumar to plan the mega

plantation drive. The
Collector stressed that
planting saplings alone
is not enough and their
protection and regular
care are equally impor-
tant. He directed all
departments to ensure
timely preparations and
promote public partici-
pation to turn the cam-
paign into a mass move-
ment.

CRACKDOWN

Mining department
seizes five illegal
tractors

MCB: Acting on the Col-
lector’s instructions, the
Mining Department has
intensified action against
illegal mining and trans-
portation of minor min-
erals in the district. The
mining flying squad car-
ried out special inspec-
tions across several areas
and seized five tractors
involved in the illegal
transport of sand and
stone aggregate.
According to the
department, on July 1,
2026, during checks
in the Thaggaon area
under Khadgawan teh-
sil, two tractors carry-
ing stone aggregate and
one tractor transport-
ing sand illegally were
seized. These vehicles
have been impounded
at Khadgawan police sta-
tion for further action.
Similarly, two more trac-
tors engaged in illegal
transportation of sand
and stone materials were
seized in the Manendrag-
arh area and kept at the
Collectorate premises.

BRIDGE REOPENED

‘laan river bridge
reopened restores

conneclivity

Korba: Commuters
travelling between Kat-
ghora and Ambikapur
have received relief as
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
has reopened the Taan
River Bridge at Gursiya on
the Katghora-Shivnagar
section of National High-
way-130 after completing
repair works. The bridge
had been temporarily
closed for maintenance
and structural strengthen-
ing ahead of the monsoon
season. Project Director
of PIU Bilaspur, Mukesh
Kumar, stated that the
essential repair work was
completed in a record
time frame, ensuring the
safety and durability of
the structure. He added
that traffic is now moving
smoothly and safely at full
capacity on this impor-
tant route. The remaining
work related to the bridge
railing will be completed
in the coming days with-
out affecting traffic move-
ment. The reopening of
the bridge has restored
normal connectivity on
the Katghora-Ambikapur
route, providing signifi-
cant relief to local resi-
dents, traders, and trans-
port operators.

ACTION TAKEN

Hllegal mining
crackdown stirs
Korba district

Korba: A special cam-
paign has been launched
in the district to curb
illegal excavation, trans-
portation, and storage
of minerals. A mining
flying squad carried out
intensive inspections and
raids in several areas,
including  Bhaisamuda,
Katbitla, Kudmurmal,
Sonpuri, Sitamadhi,
Barampur, Ratakhar, Pali,
Dhukupathra, BALCO,
Kasaniya, Katghora, Urga,
and Patadhi.

During the operation,
action was taken against
multiple vehicles involved
in illegal mineral trans-
port. These included four
tractors, two tippers, and
one JCB carrying sand;
one tipper transporting
red bricks; and one Hyva
loaded with low-grade
limestone.
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Why do we have ‘Dhobias’ -7 aal”
that are completely irrational? 9
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which give rise to excess fear in them, The natural response to 5
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some peophe are unable bo cope with the extreme stress related to
persistent fear of a certain situation or object and they end up
having 'phobizs', it can cause overwhelming and unbearable stress
and can even hamper the individual's ability to overcome it
Most often, these irrational phobias could be a result of
combination of genetic and emvironmental factors,

The 72 malakam raga
By Was by
the court musician of which |
Tanjore King?

The Srivilliputhur area in
Tamil Nadu is well-known
for which species of

Squir:

Roshanlal Vishwakarma is -
a founder of Bud Chipper.
A NABARD Hall of Fame
inductee, the chipper is
meant to prune what?

In which year did British 7
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MacMohan Line that e,
demarcates the 20
border between India =
and China? L

Tarn Tarall Sahib?

Who founded the
Rock Street Journal
in Allahabad?
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The slang used for a fastball that is especially hard bo hit due to
ks welocity andor movement in baseball is

s gift mandatory in Iskam, given by
the groom to the bride upon marriage in bslamic culfures.
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with over 70 actors playing the part in aver 200 films. It was
inspired by Dr. Joseph Bl and is fameus for his intellectual
‘wis only four pears old when he refused o take & nap and

‘somehiow messed up his whole room.

prosress, and s renowned for his skilful use of ‘deductive reasoning.
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FAGT OF THE DAY

Zhong Quanbin, a young
university teacher in Taiwan,
got huge attention thanks to
his incredibly detailed
anatomical blackboard *
drawings with a piece chalk
and a ruler.
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A person who gives opinions or advice on
subjects they know little or nothing ahout,

Don't be an ultracrepidarian-it's better to
tesearch the topic before commenting,
Knowital, Meddler, Opinionator, Pretender and Blufer,
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Paintbrush relies on
capillary action

Yes true, to

between the bristles, when the brush
touches the canvas, surface tension
breaks, releasing the paint. The brush’s
“snap” and spring are determined by

SCIENCE WATCH

‘The Physics of the
Ferrule

draw and hold paint The metal sleeve (ferrule)

the bristle to the handle is responsible
for tapering the brush head. A flat fer-
rule compresses the hairs into a chisel
shape, allowing for sharp, crisp edges.

connecting

Capillary action &
surface lension

The microscopic spaces between
brush hairs act like tiny tubes. Paint
is drawn up and held in these spaces

due to capillary action—the ten-
dency of liquids to flow into narrow
spaces even against gravity. Thus the

Daily Horoscope

ARIES

Spend some time with close
friends in order to relax.
Financial hassles will be eased
out with the help of your
friends. Your excessive energy
and tremendous enthusiasm
will bring favorable results
and ease domestic tensions
Disappointment in love would
not discourage you. The day is
good. Hence, along with others,
you will be able to make some
quality time for yourself.

Gemini )

Your personal problems may
ruin mental happiness but
involve yourself in some
mental exercise by reading
something interesting to cope
up these pressures. Today
will prove to be economically
better than the rest of the
days and you will earn
enough money. Grandchildren
would be a source of immense

Taurus

Engage yourself in some
creative work. Your sitting

idle habit could prove fatal for
mental peace. You should not
lend your money to anyone
without considering it, as it

can create major problems in
the future. Organize your day
carefully- Talk to people you can
trust to seek their help. Check
the past few statuses of your
love partner’s social media, you
will get a beautiful surprise.

Cancer

Too much travel will put
you on frenzy You will
make money if you put your
savings into conservative
investments. Your thirst

for knowledge will help

you make new friends.

Day is filled with joy and
happiness with a lovely
message. Today, you can
get involved in an argument

its modulus of elasticity, allowing hairs
to bend and return to shape.

This allows making intricate paintings
like that of a face.

& RANDOM STORY OF
% FIFA WORLD CuP

fr(:urat'..mr along with nearby Aruba has only
become two separate countries within the
Netherlands Kingdom in 2010. Both have
their own FIFA recognized national football
teams. However Curacao is still not a
member of 10C. Hence the national
footballers of Curacao can’t play for their
national team at Olympics. In this ongoing
FIFA 2026 World Cup, they are one of only
two teams which aren’t members of 10C. The
other is Scotland. However Aruba is an 10C
member. So although we can’t see him in this
World Cup, we’ll definitely have a look at
them in LA28 Olympics. This is an image
from Curacao (in white) v Aruba (in yellow)
2026 World Cup Qualifiers, played on

June 8, 20241!!

A_vf FIFA 2026 l
Z WORLD CUP

¥*NATURE AS .
*"KNOWLEDGE/ﬁ’

tension is broken.

o QUALIFIERS

JUNE 8, 2024

paint stays suspended until surface

F! FA

Nature is the ultlmate library, where every tree,
river, and ecosystem acts as a testament to

pleasure. Your courage would
win the love.

Leo

Your positive outlook will
impress those around you.

Do not take any step or act

in such a manner which can
cause financial loss today
without the advice of an
experienced person. Evening
at the movie-theatre or dinner
with your spouse seems

to keep you in a relaxed

and wonderful mood. Your
limitless love is very valuable
for your beloved.

Libra

Today, your health is
expected to be healthy. Due
to your good health, you can
plan to play with your friends
today. Well-established and
known businessmen of this
zodiac sign are required to
invest their money very
thoughtfully today. Your thirst
for knowledge will help you
make new friends. Change
your nature of keep falling in
love everyday.

Sagittarius )

Inject a bright beautiful and
glorious picture in your mind
to uplift your spirits. Today,
you may remain worried due
to money-related problems.
For this, you should consult
your trusted confidant.

It is high time to change
your dominating attitude

in family. Work in close
cooperation with them to
share the ups and downs

with someone without any
reason.

Virgo

Sort out your tension for
mental peace. You can
acquire money from an
unknown source today, which
will resolve many of your
financial troubles. Health of
an aged person in the family
might cause some tension.
Your beloved will seek
commitment- Do not make
promise that you will find
difficult to keep.

Scorpio

Friends will introduce you to
somebody special who would
have a remarkable influence
on your thoughts. You may
witness tremendous profit in
business today. You can give
new heights to your business
today. Your compassion

and understanding will be
rewarded. But be careful as
any hasty judgement may
put them under pressure.

Capricorn )

Smile as it is best antidote for all
your problems. Married couples
may have to spend a lot of
money on the education of their
children today. Good time to

get involved into activities that
include youngsters. Romantic
evening filled with beautiful
gifts and flowers for some. In
your spare time today, you

will carry out such tasks which
you used to plan and think of

billions of years of adaptation and physics.

By observing the natural world, humanity has
unlocked foundational truths, using these patterns
to drive scientific innovation, medicine, and technology.

Long before modern science, indigenous and
local communities accumulated vast datasets
about their local flora, fauna, and weather systems.
This accumulated wisdom—passed down orally and

through cultural practices—is recognized as a vital
source of knowledge for sustainable living, biodiversity

of life.

Aquarius

Health will be perfect today.
Your creative talents will
prove to be highly lucrative if
put to proper use. Unexpected
good news from distant
relatives will bring happy

executing but weren't able to.

Pisces

Find the solace in the company
of children. The therapeutic
powers of children not only
those of your own family

but even the off-springs of
others can give you solace and

conservation, and traditional medicine.

into different types of knowledge.

In philosophy, understanding the nature of
knowledge asks what it means to know something
and how we acquire it. Philosophers divide this

moments for the entire family.
Your beloved will do things

to keep you happy. If you live
away from home due to your
studies or job, then utilize your
free time today by talking to
your family members.

calm your anxiety. Financial
problems ruin your ability to
think constructively. Some
people will tend to promise
more than they can deliver-
Forget about such people who
just talk and give no results.

JULY 05 - THE DAY IN HISTORY

July 5 is a significant date in Indian

history, highlighted by pioneering births

and events like that of B.N. Sircar, the
legendary Indian film producer in 1901,

Tennis legend Arthur Ashe in 1975 and in
1916 SNDT Women’s University, was estab-
lished by Dhondo Keshav Karve with just

four students.

Same day in 1990: Jammu and Kashmir

Governor G.C. Saxena promulgated the

J&K Disturbed Areas Act and in 1997, the

Janata Dal political party officially split.

Marketing giant Amazon was
born today in 1994, and the
same day Elvis Presley record-
ing his first single, “That’s All Right,” at
Sun Records in 1954. Same day in 1946,
French designer Louis Réard unveiled a
daring two-piece swimsuit at a Paris fash-
ion show, naming it the “bikini” after the
U.S. nuclear tests at Bikini Atoll.

On July 04, 1687, Isaac Newton’s
groundbreaking work, Principia, was
first published by the Royal Society,
establishing the laws of motion and uni-
versal gravitation.
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Business

Green hydrogen mission
altracting global

” § investments.

Pralhad Joshi

Union Minister for New and
Renewable Energy

17th ‘loy Biz In

lernational B2B Exhibition

Toys displayed at the ‘17th Toy Biz International B2B Exhibition’, at Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi, Saturday, July 4.

Middle class driving India’s
orowth: Sitharaman

Finance Minister says India’s rapidly growing middle class and nearly 500 emerging cities will
fuel economic expansion, innovation, employment and consumption in coming years.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Friday described
the middle class as the
growth engine of India
and said nearly 500 cities
are poised to emerge as
the country’s next cent-
res of economic activity.
Participating in a panel
discussion on ‘How to
promote the rise of a
new middle class’ at the
Rencontres Economi-
ques d’Aix-en-Provence,
a major economic forum
of France, Sitharaman

said 31 per cent of India’s
population is middle class
as of today. Since India
opened its economy, the
middle class is growing at
an annual rate of 6.3 per
cent, she noted.

“We think 93 per cent
of all spending in India
will be because of the
middle class or the slightly
affluent consumers...and
again, this middle class
is not concentrated in
our metropolitan cities...
India’s model has resulted
in the development in
such a way that the middle
class is present not just in

© Middle class
consumption, Al skilling
and expanding cities will

power India’s economic
growth.

big cities but they are on
the contrary in these tier
two, tier three cities,” the
finance minister said. The
distribution of wealth is
therefore  automatically
seen spreading to cities
beyond the metropolitan,

she added. “So, we see
the middle class not just
as a beneficiary of growth,
but actually as the engines
of growth. It is their con-
sumption, which is hap-
pening, which is making
the economy grow,” she
said.

Quoting an OECD
study, Sitharaman said
India will surpass China
in absolute terms in its
middle-class population
size between 2030 and
2035 on the back of sev-
eral measures taken by
the government. Stress-
ing that India remains

the fastest-growing large
economy after Covid-
19, primarily because of
consumption triggered
by the middle class, she
said, “Nearly 500 cities
poised to emerge as the
new centres of economic
activity”.

To grow the size of the
middle class, Sitharaman
said, the government has
taken several initiatives,
including financial inclu-
sion, recent GST rate
rationalisation,  provid-
ing collateral-free loans,
and Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana.

‘Contaminated fuel,
not E20, responsible

for vehicle issue’

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Toyota Kir-
loskar Motor on Satur-
day said it was not etha-
nol-blended (E20) petrol
but contaminated fuel
that caused issues with
the Toyota Hycross vehi-
cle, a video of which is cir-
culated on social media.
Responding to a video
circulated on social media
wherein a  customer
claimed that he experi-
enced issues with his Toy-
ota Hycross vehicle due to
the use of ethanol-blended
(E20) fuel, the company
asserted that the vehicle
in question is E20-com-
patible, designed, tested
and certified for the use of
E20 fuel. “Further, based
on our detailed technical
assessment of the vehi-
cle, the issue was due to
fuel contamination. Our
inspection confirmed that
there was no damage to
any vehicle component or
its fuel system,” TKM said.
The company further said,

“AS per our service proto-
col, the fuel tank and fuel
lines were drained, thor-
oughly cleaned and the
vehicle was refilled with

Standard E20 fuel. The
vehicle was inspected and
found normal, then it was
delivered to the customer.”
Therefore, TKM said, “It is
clearly apparent that this
incident is not related to
E20 fuel usage and was
solely caused by non-stan-
dard and contaminated
fuel” The company asked
customers to always refuel
at authorised and reputed
fuel stations to minimise
the risk of fuel contam-
ination or adulteration,
which can adversely affect
vehicle performance. “We
also encourage customers
to rely on credible, sci-
ence-based  information
from official sources.”

ILEVERAGE FTAS |

Goyal urges toy industry to
boost global market share

Press Trust Of India

Government pushes
toy exports through
FTAs and quality
manufacturing.

NEW DELHI: Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on Satur-
day urged the domestic
toy industry to leverage
India’s free trade agree-
ments, adopt sustainable
manufacturing practices,
and aim to capture a 5 per
cent share of the global
toy market over the next
six years. Addressing the
industry while inaugu-
rating the 17th Toy Biz
International B2B Exhi-
bition here, he said the
target is not difficult, and
the industry should focus
on quality and advanced
manufacturing practices
to enhance global com-
petitiveness. The exhibi-
tion was organised by the
Toy Association of India.
The global toy industry

< ]

. 4 'S
] ‘ R

Union Commerce and Industry Min|
inaugural session of the ‘17th Toy Biz International B2B Exhibition’, at
Bharat Mandapam, in New Delhi, Saturday, July 4, 2026.

FACTFILE

® Target five percent
global toy market share
within six years.

is estimated at USD 120
billion, with India’s share
accounting for just 0.3
per cent. India’s domes-
tic toy market is valued at
around Rs 18,000 crore, of
which imported products
account for only Rs 2,500-
3,000 crore. “The 5 per
cent target is not difficult,
we can achieve that. We
have to work together for
that,” he said, adding that
India’s free trade agree-

ister Piyush Goyal, right, during the

ments with the UK and the
European Union will open
a huge export market for
the sector. He also sug-
gested that the industry
increase its exports tenfold
in the coming years. It was
USD 340 million in 2024.
The minister assured the
industry that the govern-
ment would establish
modern testing facilities
across toy manufacturing
clusters in the country
through the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS),
National ~ Test  House
and other government
and semi-government
laboratories.
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IMT rebar prices fall to six-month low

Press Trust Of India

I Readers are recommended lo
| ?
| a'naem make all enguiries and seek

appropriate advica bafore acting an
any adverfisement appearing in this
publicatien. The Company,
Publisher or any of its employees
_ do not vouch for any claims made
| FrfErapIall ), SIS by he Advertisers of products and
services and shall pol be held
liable for any damages, loss,
consequences, suffered by any
person on accound of relying on
such adverlisements

Contact for Classified
Advertisement :

94242 03139

Her — add 9
Todl fEd) wream
faenem 2g

& e HUE N |

gra: 9 11 & |

g g e few,

@il e, U,
XYY

8966003880

rebars -

NEW DELHI: Prices of TMT

six-month low to Rs 50,000
a tonne, impacted by sub-
dued demand and inventory
in the markets, according
to BigMint. The TMT rebar
prices have seen a fall of 10
per cent in the latest price
correction on June 30, from
Rs 56,000 per tonne at May-
end, and around 16 per cent
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TMT REBAR PRICES
FALL T0 SIX-MONTH LOW
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from Rs 60,000/tonne in
April.
or BF-route rebar prices
have corrected sharply and
are at a six-month low,” the
markets research firm said
in a report. The last low
was witnessed in Decem-

ber when TMT rebar prices
were around Rs 49,000/
tonne, the report said. Big-
Mint said the price fall is
driven mainly by demand
weakness

and inventory

overhang rather than any

“Blast furnace route

cost factor. Subdued con-
struction activity and a typ-
ical monsoon-season slow-
down, with rains disrupting
site work and causing con-
tractors to delay steel pur-
chases, led to decline in
prices, it stated.

BizBriefs
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FOREX RESERVES DURING WEER ENDED FUNFE 26
India’s forex kitty drops USD 5.65 bn
to USD 666.93 billion
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MUMBAI: India’s forex reserves dropped
USD 5.654 billion to USD 666.933 bil-
lion during the week ended June 26,
the RBI said on Friday. In the previous
reporting week, the kitty jumped USD
963 million to USD 672.587 billion. The
kitty had expanded to an all-time high
of USD 728.494 billion during the week
ended February 27 this year before the
onset of the West Asia conflict, which
led to several weeks of a drop as the
rupee came under pressure and the
RBI had to intervene in the forex mar-
ket through dollar sales. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has also made
multiple public appeals, starting May

11, to countrymen to conserve forex by
cutting down on foreign travel, limiting
fuel use and refraining from gold buys
for a year. For the week ended June 26,
foreign currency assets, a major com-
ponent of the reserves, decreased USD
150 million to USD 541.067 billion, the
central bank’s data showed. Expressed
in dollar terms, the foreign currency
assets include effects of appreciation or
depreciation of non-US units, such as
the euro, pound, and yen, held in for-
eign exchange reserves. Value of gold
reserves declined USD 5.394 billion to
USD 102.536 billion during the week,
the RBI said.

FREE EMAIL UPDATE
UIDAI enables

free email update via
Aadhaar app

NEW DELHI: The UIDAI has enabled free
email update facility directly through its
new app for Aadhaar holders without
the need to visit any centre, according
to an official statement issued on Fri-
day. This is a free service via the Aad-
haar app only, effective July 1, 2026 for
a period of six months, making it eas-
ier for residents to keep their Aadhaar
information up to date, the statement
said. “The Unique Identification Author-
ity of India (UIDAI) has allowed people
to add or update their email ID in Aad-
haar directly through the Aadhaar App,
eliminating the need to visit an Aadhaar
centre. Within two days of the new ser-
vice available on the Aadhaar App, more
than 250,000 people have updated their
email addresses, the statement said.
“Linking email with Aadhaar helps in
receiving real-time email notifications
whenever an Aadhaar authentication
request is executed. It enhances trans-
parency and provides an additional
layer of security by enabling Aadhaar
number holders to stay informed about
the use of their Aadhaar for any pur-
pose,” it said. The new mobile applica-
tion of Aadhaar has crossed 31 million
(3.1 crore) downloads within five months
of its launch.

FLIGHT RESUMED

Al Express resumes
flights to all its West Asia
destinations

NEW DELHI: Air India Express said it
has restored services to all destina-
tions in the West Asia network, with
flights set to commence to Oman and
Kuwait. The Tata Group-owned air-
line had suspended services to certain
West Asia destinations in the wake
of the conflict in the region. Cur-
rently, the carrier operates around
780 weekly flights between India and
West Asia connecting 18 Indian cities
directly with the region. With resump-
tion of services to Salalah in Oman
and Kuwait, connectivity to all desti-
nations across the West Asia network
has been restored, the airline said
in a release. “Flights on the Kozhik-
ode-Salalah route will resume from
2 July. Services between Kozhikode
and Kuwait will resume from 3 July,
while flights between Bengaluru and
Kuwait will begin from 4 July, with fre-
quencies increasing in phases over the
coming days,” it said.

STILL PROCESSING COSTLIER CRUDE
Petrol, diesel price reduction only when crude oil
rates stabilise at lower levels, hints Puri

NEW DELHI: International crude oil
prices may have fallen to a four-month
low, but retail petrol and diesel prices
in India are unlikely to be cut any-
time soon as state-run refiners are still
processing costlier crude purchased
during the peak of the West Asia cri-
sis, Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
said. Petrol and diesel prices were
raised by about Rs 7.50 per litre each
in the second half of May - more than
two months after the outbreak of the
West Asia conflict and by less than
the increase in global fuel costs -
resulting in state-owned fuel retailers
absorbing a significant portion of the
higher crude prices. The delayed and
partial pass-through left Indian Oil
Corp (IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corp
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan Petroleum
Corp Ltd (HPCL) with substantial
losses on the sale of petrol and diesel,
even as international oil prices have
since retreated. Puri said state-owned
fuel retailers incurred cumulative
losses of Rs 74,781 crore on the sale of
petrol, diesel and subsidised cooking
gas (LPG). The figure includes losses
from selling petrol and diesel below
cost for four months following the out-
break of the West Asia conflict on Feb-
ruary 28, as well as unrecovered LPG
subsidies for the same period and ear-
lier months. International oil prices
have retreated over the past two to
three weeks after the United States
and Iran signed an interim peace deal,

easing concerns over the Strait of Hor-
muz - a critical energy shipping route
used to transport oil and gas from
Gulf producers. Crude oil prices have
fallen from USD 119 per barrel at the
peak of the conflict to around USD 70
now. Puri, however, said refiners, who
turn crude oil into fuels like petrol and
diesel, are currently processing crude
bought two or two and a half months
back. That crude was bought at high
prices. “That crude would have been
obtained two months back (when)
prices were high, cost of insurance
was high, cost of freight was high,” he
said. “Crude priced at current lower
rates will arrive (at refineries) later.”
A fuel price cut can be looked at if oil
prices remain at low levels for a sus-
tained period, he said. “If it (oil prices)
remains like this (at current rates), it
(cutting retail prices) is a legitimate
thing,” he said.
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‘Confident of BJP win
in assembly polls’

Navin to talk with senior leaders to streamline 2027 poll strategy.

Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW: BJP chief Nitin
Nabin on Saturday lauded
Uttar Pradesh’s transfor-
mation under the party’s
“double engine” govern-
ment and said the BJP
would win the assembly
polls next year.

Nabin  arrived in
Lucknow on a two-day
visit, during which he is
expected to hold a series
of meetings with senior
leaders to streamline the
party’s strategy for the
2027 assembly polls and
“guide the newly formed
team of the state BJP”.

His visit also comes
amid a controversy over
the alleged embezzle-
ment of Ram temple’s
donations, an  issue
around which the opposi-
tion, particularly the Sam-
ajwadi Party, has tried to
corner the BJP.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
and top leaders of the
party received Nabin,
the youngest national
BJP chief ever, at the Luc-
know airport.

“The way the dou-
ble-engine  government
Modi-Yogi duo has trans-
formed Uttar Pradesh into
Uttam Pradesh, Lotus will
bloom in Uttar Pradesh,

1:

L

BJP National President Nitin Nabin greets the gathering during a party roadshow.

FACTS

Warm floral welcome
by BJP workers and
groups.

20+ grand welcome
arches along route.

which is home to cities
of Kashi Vishwanath,
Ayodhya and Mathura,”
Nabin told PTI Videos.
“Based on the enthusiasm
we saw today among the
party workers across Luc-
know and the entire state,
we can say with certainty
that the BJP workers are
fully prepared for 2027,
Nabin said, responding
to his party’s prospects
in the 2027 assembly
polls.UP BJP chief Pankaj

Chaudhary, both Deputy
Chief Ministers Keshav
Prasad Maurya and Bra-
jesh Pathak, and other UP
ministers were also pres-
ent at the airport.

BJP general secre-
tary (organisation) B L
Santhosh also arrived in
Lucknow on Saturday.
He was received at the
airport by Chaudhary.

The two-day schedule of
Nabin includes a dinner
meeting with CM Adity-
anath, separate meetings
with UP BJP chief Chaud-
hary, deputy CMs Maurya
and Pathak, some intell
ectuals, party lawmakers
and others“In view of
the upcoming assembly
elections in Uttar Pradesh
next year.

BJP chief

MLA Neeraj Bora offers jhalmuri to

Lucknow North MLA Neeraj Bora offered the BJP
chief jhalmuri’, a symbolic gesture to congratulate
him over the party’s win in the crucial West Bengal
polls held recently.Outside the Lok Bhavan, the OBC
Morcha of the BJP welcomed Nabin by offering him a
massive floral garland, raised to a height of approxi-
mately 40 feet with the help of a crane.

Prime day

BENGALURU: Amazon
India is all set for the 10th
edition of Prime Day,
starting on July 04 and
continuing until 11:59 PM
on July 06. Customers
can enjoy 72 hours of the
best deals, blockbuster
launches and the fast-
est delivery speeds ever
across categories like
Smartphones, Electron-
ics, Fashion & Beauty,
Home & Kitchen, Grocer-
ies and more. To mark
this milestone, Amazon
is offering new members
a flat INR 500 off on an
annual Prime member-
ship at just INR 999, with
plans starting at INR
299/year (INR 100 off on
Shopping Edition) and
INR 599/year (INR 200 off
on Prime Lite).

Members get access to
10th Anniversary Deals
with additional up to 10%
savings on SBI debit and
credit card, Axis Bank
credit card, EMI trans-
actions and unlimited
5% cashback with the
Amazon Pay ICICI Bank
credit card, along with
Amazon Pay Later’s Pay
in 3 installments that
enables interest-free EMIs
on carts of INR more
than 1,500. This Prime
Day, Prime members can
access more than 500
exclusive new product
launches, including the
OnePlus 15R, Qubo Car
Dashcam Pro 2K, LG 139
cm NU Series (2026),
Wonderchef Neo Digital
Air Fryer, and more. Cus-
tomers can also shop top
deals and new launches
within minutes through
Amazon Now.

Pranavananda
Academy celebrates

Van Mahotsav

Press Trust Of India

Students spread
awareness about envi-
ronmental conserva-
tion.

RAIPUR: Pranavananda
Academy marked Van
Mahotsav ~ with  great
enthusiasm as students
came together to spread
awareness about envi-
ronmental conservation.
The celebration began
with students taking a
collective Eco Pledge to
protect nature and pro-
mote a greener future.
They also delivered
inspiring messages on
the importance of plant-
ing trees and safeguard-
ing the environment for
coming generations.

The highlight of the pro-
gram was a Dbeautiful
song performed by the
students, carrying the
theme of nature, sustain-
ability, and responsibility
towards Mother Earth.

FACTS

Students took
collective Eco Pledge to
protect nature

Students’ song was
the highlight.

The event was graced
by Principal Dr. Nitee
Singh Yaduvanshi and
Rector cum Secretary
Arunava Maharaj, who
addressed the gather-
ing. They appreciated
the students’ efforts and
urged everyone to make
tree plantation a part of
daily life, not just a one-
day activity.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Nitee Singh
Yaduvanshi said, “Van
Mahotsav is a reminder
that every sapling we
plant today is a prom-

NEWSLINE

‘I'm not in race
for CM’s post’

Punjab Congress president
Amrinder Singh Raja War-
ring dismissed suggestions
on Saturday that a rebel-
lion has erupted in the
party’s state unit and ruled
out that he is in the race for
the chief minister’s post.
Warring also described
former Punjab chief minis-
ter Charanjit Singh Channi
as a respected leader.

He asserted that his
sole aim is to see the Con-
gress returning to power
in Punjab after next year’s
Assembly polls and said
he has no objection if
the party wants to make
Channi or anyone else its
chief-ministerial face.

Warring also said in the
next few days, the entire
state Congress leader-
ship will be seen together
on the same platform,
“fighting the battle for
Punjab”.“The  Congress
is united. Our rivals can
dream on, but nothing is
going to happen.

ise for a healthier
tomorrow. Our stu-
dents have shown that
even small actions can
create a big impact.”

CRS inspects new Kamalur-
Bhansi second line

Press Trust Of India

BHUBANESWAR: The
Commissioner of Railway
Safety (CRS), South East-
ern Circle, Shri Brijesh
Kumar Mishra, conducted
a statutory inspection of
the newly laid second line
between Kamalur and
Bhansi station s of the Jag-
dalpur-Kirandul Doubling
Project under Rayagada
Division of East Coast
Railway on July 2, 2026.
The inspection covered
the 12.428-km section
between Kamalur and
Bhansi and marked the
first CRS inspection for

a doubling project in the
newly formed Rayagada
Division. Following the
successful inspection and
speed trial, the section
has been declared fit for

Court acquits man In rape case

Press Trust Of India

THANE: A court in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district has acquitted a
30-year-old Bhopal resi-
dent, accused of repeat-
edly raping a woman on
the pretext of marriage,
citing a complete lack of
evidence as the victim
remained  untraceable
during the trial.

In its order passed on
Thursday, Additional Ses-
sions Judge-4 Premal S
Vithalani cleared Aman-

dip Singh alias Gannu
Pintu Lamba, of all
charges, including rape
and cheating.

According to the prose-
cution’s case, the 32-year-
old victim had created a
profile on a matrimonial
website in March 2020,
where she came in touch
with  Lamba.Gradually,
he established physi-
cal relations with the
woman by gaining her
trust and promising to
marry her. However, he
later returned to Bhopal,

snapped ties with her
and refused to marry her.
After that, the woman
lodged a complaint, on
the basis of which an FIR
was filed at the Navghar

Rich heritage

MUMBAI: Taneira, a TATA
product, has announced
the launch of its Sale,
offering customers an
opportunity to  bring
home handcrafted sarees
and ensembles at excep-

tional value. Commenc-
ing from 1st July 2026, the
Sale offers up to 40% off
on select sarees and up
to 50% off on kurtas and
kurta sets across Taneira
stores and online.

police station in Thane.

During the trial,
the prosecution exam-
ined only two wit-
nesses. Despite mul-
tiple summonses, the
complainant could not
be located to depose
before the court. forc-
ing the prosecution to
close its evidence.

train operations. Prior to
the inspection Pre-Non
-Interlocking works for
the section commenced
on June 26, 2026.

Indian Olympiad Qualifier in Mathematics

Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research

(I0QM) 2026-27

All students wishing to participate in the Indian National
Mathematical Olympiad (INMO) 2027 must appear for the
corresponding Indian Olympiad Qualifier Examination in
Mathematics (IOQM) on September 6, 2026.
Qualifying in I0QM is the first step towards participation in
the International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) of 2027 and
European Girls' Mathematical Olympiad (EGMO) 2028 as an

official member of the Indian team.

For more details and enrollment link:
https://olympiads.hbcse.tifr.res.in & https://www.mtai.org.in/

Registration can be done directly at respective Centres,
Alternatively, registration can be done online from
29 June 2026 onwards at https://iogm.mtai.org.in/

BC 48143/11/0004/2627

Last date: 25 July 2026
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EM Name Clarification

IT IS INFORMED TO THE

GENERAL PUBLIC THAT I

NAZIR KHAN 5/0 USMAN
KHAN RESIDENCE OF

NAGAR, NEAR PRERNA
VIDYA MANDIR SCHOOL,
BILASPUR, C.G. 495001
HAVE CHANGED MY OLD
NAME NAZIR KHAN S/O
USMAN KHAN, SO IN
FUTURE | SHOULD BE
RECOGNIZED BY MY
NEW NAME NAJIR KHAN
S/0 USMAN KHAN IN ALL
GOVERNMENT AND
OTHER DOCUMENTS.
NAJIR KHAN

NAGAR, NEAR PRERNA
VIDYA MANDIR SCHOOL,
BILASPUR, C.G. 495001

WARD NO.04, KASTURBA

WARD NO.04, KASTURBA

Before the Notary Public, Bilaspur
(Chhattisgarh)

I, Oorja Ranjan Sinha, aged 54
years, wife of Mr. Ravi Ranjan Sinha,
resident of B-8, Phase-I|, Opposite
Om Royals, Rajkishore MNagar,
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh — 495006, do
hereby solemnly affirm and state as
foliows:That | am the permanent
resident of the above-mentioned
address, and my Aadhaar No. is
3431 7363 4811.That my name is
recorded as "Oorja Ranjan Sinha” in
all my official documents.That | am
known and identified by both the
names "Oorja Ranjan Sinha" and
“Oarja Sinha.” Both names refer to
one and the same person, namely
myself. That this affidavit is executed
in support of the statements made
hereinabove VERIFICATIONI,
Qorja Ranjan Sinha, the above-
named deponent, do hereby verify
that the contents of paragraphs 1 to
4 of this affidavit are true and correct
to the best of my knowledge and
belief. | have read and understood
(or have had the contents read over
and explained to me). and | verify the
same by affixing my signature at
Bilaspuron this 4th day of July, 2026.

Deponent

NAME CHANGE

It is informed to the General

Public that SHREEMATI
MEENA KUMARI
TAMRAKAR Wio

UMASHANEKAR
SURYAWANSHI resident of
H.No.141/1, Ward No.7 Baiga
Para Kanai, P.o. Sukli Thana
Janjgir Tehsil Janjgir, District:
Janjgir-Champa (Chhatiisgarh)
have change my old name
MEENA SHYAMKAR S/o
BABU LAL SHYAMKAR so
in  future | should be
recognized by my new name is
SHREEMATI MEENA
KUMARI TAMRAKAR W/o
UMASHANEKAR
SURYAWANSHI in all
Government and other
Documents.

SHREEMATI MEENA
KUMARI TAMRAKAR
Wio UMASHANKAR
SURYAWANSHI
H.No.141, Ward No.7
Baiga Para Kanai,
Tehsil Janjgir, District;
Janjgir-Champa (Chhattisgarh)}
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BILASPUR (C.G.) 495001 HAVE

MITHABHAI CHALLAWALA, SO

ITIS INFORMED TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC THAT |
HUZAIFA DAHODWALA S/0
SHABBIRHUSAIN MULLA
MITHABHAI CHALLAWALA
RESIDENT OF FALT NO.203,
BLOCK-C, USHAHEIGHTS,
VAISHALI NAGAR, PHASE-2,
SHRIKANT VERMA MARG,

CHANGED MY OLD NAME |
HUZAIFA DAHODWALA S/O
SHABBIRHUSAIN MULLA

IN FUTURE | SHOULD BE
RECOGNIZED BY MY NEW
NAME | HUZEFA DAHODWALA
S/0 SHABBIRHUSAIN MULLA
MITHABHAI CHALLAWALA IN
ALL GOVERNMENT AND
OTHER DOCUMENTS.

HUZEFA DAHODWALA
FALT NO.203, BLOCK-C, USHA
HEIGHTS, VAISHALI NAGAR, |
PHASE-2, SHRIKANT VERMA
MARG, BILASPUR (C.G.)
495001

Er ey =~ Regional Office, Jeevan Prakash,L.1.C. Building, Pandri, Raipur (C.G.)
En AT sl PH: 0771 4222611, 4222612, E-mail: recovery.raipur@bankofbaroda.com

E-AUCTION CUM SALE NOTICE OF VEHICLE Bank of Baroda, Regional Office, Raipur is conducting
e-auction cum-sale of its Vehicles by holding e-auction on *AS IS WHERE IS, WHATEVER THERE'S AND WITHOUT
RECOURSE BASIS® The details of vehicles are as given below: The auction will be online e-auction through
website https://baanknet.com on 17.08.2026 between 02:00 PM to 6:00 PM.

§. |Branch Name |Name of Details of Vehicle [ Year of | Outstanding 1.Reserve Price

N. | Mob.No. Borrower /Owner Req.No. Purchase| Amount 2.EMD

01|Ashwani Nagar| MR. HIMANSHU RENAULT TRIBER |2024 |Rs.B.90 Lac |1.Rs.4.50 Lac
Branch, Raipur | Sfo MR. SUSHIL RXZ AMT 1L ECE + interest 2 Rs.0.45 Lac
9109893992 (CG-D4/NW - 5555) + other charges|™" ~

02 | Tatibandh MR. RAHUL KUMAR |KIA SONET G 1.2 2023 |Rs. 7.68 Lac |1.Rs.5.50 Lac
Branch, Raipur [BARMAN S/o MR. |5MT HTK PLUS CAR + interest 2.Rs. 0.55 Lac
9752410786 |AWADHESH BARMAN | (CG-04/PG-9634) + other charges|="> ™"

03 | Recavery MR. TEGVEER TATA SAFARI XZA+ 2022 |Rs12.28Lac |1.Rs. 7.65 Lac
Branch SINGH JUNEJA 2.0L KRYOTEC BSVI 6S + interest 2Rs La
Maudhapara |S/o MR. DALJEET  |CAR (CG-04/NV-1520) + other charges|2-Rs- 0.76Lac
0771- 4547023 |SINGH JUNEJA

04 |Recovery MR. BALDEEP BHARAT BENZ 5532T [2024 [Rs.35.37 Lac|1.Rs. B.45Lac
Eﬂran;: SINGH SAINI HT 4X2 3600 WB BSVI + interest 2 Rs. 0.84 Lac

audhapara LO1/AJ-4621 + other charges|=" *-
0771- 4547023 (NLOIAJ-4621) <

The Last Date for submission of EMD shall be on14.08.2026 .The interested bidders may inspect the
asset at site between 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.on 10.08.2026. Bid increment amount will be Rs. 5000.00
( Rupees Five Thousands Only ), All further details terms & conditions of sale can be accessed from our
website of e-auction agency https://baanknet.com. STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE. The
Borrowers / Guarantors are hereby given notice to pay the sum mentioned as above before the date
of auction, failing which the asset will be auctioned and balance if any will be recovered with interest

Authorised Officer, Bank of Baroda

and cost from them by legal avenues.

Date: 05.07.2026 , Place: Raipur (C.G.)

Regional Office - Bilaspur, 1st floor, TR Complex, Opposite SBl, RAJKISHORE
NAGAR, LINGIYADIH, BILASPUR - 495006 (C.G.), PH:07752-310229/ POSSESSION
CELOEE 310231, E-mail: recovery.bilaspur@bankofbaroda.com

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002) whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of
the Bank of Baroda under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,2002 and in exercise of
powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice to the following
borrowers / guarantors calling upon the Borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notices within 60 days from the date of receipt of the
said notice. The under mentioned Borrower / Guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/Guarantors and the
Public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub - section
{4) of section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 and under section 14 of the Act of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 .

NOTICE

-1 - = @l Regional Office, First Floor, Zonal Market, Sector-10, Bhilai (C.G.)- 490006 | POSSESSION
5T g2 0 PH: 0788 - 2261892,2264992, E-mail: recovery.durg@bankofbaroda.com

(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002) whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of
the Bank of Baroda under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of
powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules,
borrowers / guarantors calling upon the Borrowers to repay the amount mentioned in the respective notices within 60 days from the date of receipt of the
said notice. The under mentioned Borrower / Guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/Guarantors and the
Public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub - section
(4) of section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 and under section 14 of the Act of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 .

2002 issued a Demand Notice to the following

NOTICE

The Borrowers / Guarantors [ Mortgagors in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned net to deal with the above mentioned property and any
dealings with the propertyfies will be subject to the charge of Bank of Baroda for above mentioned amount interest and other charges thereon.
The Borrower’s attention is invited to provision of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Date:05.07.2026, Place: Bilaspur (C.G.) Authorised Officer,Bank of Baroda

8. | Branch Name of Borrower / Description of Property 2::';::‘1? :;::hf';_‘:} S. | Branch Name of Berrower / Guarantor DESGﬂDtlUl'I of Pruperty ::1";::‘: : nst;':b?::t:}
]
N. Namerﬁh_Nn. Guarantor : : : __ | Physical P ion Date N. |Name/PhNo. | & Address Physical Possession Date
01|Mungeli Road |Mrs. Shakunti Equitable Mortgage of diverted residential land & Building bearing 13.04.2026 ATl That part and parcel of the property consisting of 1and and |06.03.2026
Branch Kashyap Kh. No. - 888/27, P H No. - 19/29, comprising area - 1080 sq ft W4 01|Vishwadeep |M/s Chhaggan Auto Parts || . 0 B e e ted at Khatra No. . 322121 PH No. - 87, | o)
Bilaspur Sio Mr. Ganesh Ram | located at Mouza Mopka, RNM Bilaspur, Vikaskhand Bilha, District -|Rs. 49,61,972.00 School Branch|Proprietor: Ward No.-19, situated at Ward No. - 19, Mouja Kailash Nagar, Rs. 24,97,888.41
9993031340  |kashyap (Applicant) |Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh in the name of Mrs. Shakunti Kashyap. |4 jnterest Dur Mr. Roshan Lal Yadav Dhamdha Naka, Stationpara. Durg - 491001 belongings to [+ interest
Address- Ward No,- 05, |Boundary Marks : East : Land of Sanjay Chakraborty, West : Nistari + other charges g Guarantor: Mrs. Tara Bai Yadav. Admeasuring plot area is 850 sq feet &)+ other charges
Karma, Beltara, Bilaspur Road, Morth: Land of Mahesh Kumar Agrawal, South : Land of Arun g 6232020423 Mrs. T Dev Yad built-up area is 2190 sq feet ( Ground Floor Shed. Boundary 01.07.2026
' ki “ | Kumar Pachauri. 01.07.2026 rs. lara Devi-fagay Description: East: Land of Jaggananath. West: Land Of e
C.G.- 495448 and Mrs Radhika Kaushik i i Dewangan North: Road, South: Land Of Pandit Symbolic Possession
Wio Mr. Vivek Kumar Kaushik, Address — Ward No. - 02, Gram - Anda, Mungeli, C.G. - 495224, Symbolic Pessession gan orh : : :

The Borrowers / Guarantors / Mortgagors in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the above mentioned property and any
dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Bank of Baroda for above mentioned amount interest and other charges thereon.
The Borrower’s attention is invited to provision of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Date:05,07.2026, Place: Bhilal, Chhattisgarh Authorised Officer,Bank of Baroda
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OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Freedom is not merely external liberty but the
internal mastery over one’s desires and fears.”

[ Annie Besant ]

| OUR VIEW |

Energy Security
Strengthens India’s
Self-Reliance

ndia’s ability to withstand global disruptions is

increasingly becoming a defining feature of its eco-

nomic resilience. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
assertion that the country successfully navigated the
biggest energy crisis of the 21st century reflects a
larger reality: energy security is no longer merely an
economic concern but a strategic national priority.
The recent turmoil in West Asia, which threatened
global oil and gas supplies, exposed the vulnerabil-
ities of import-dependent economies. Yet India man-
aged to avoid major fuel shortages and severe price
shocks through a combination of timely planning,
diversified sourcing and active diplomacy. India’s
dependence on imported crude oil and liquefied
petroleum gas continues to remain substantial, mak-
ing external conflicts a constant risk. The disruptions
around the Strait of Hormuz served as a reminder
that geopolitical instability can quickly translate into
domestic economic pressure. Ensuring uninterrupted
fuel availability under such circumstances required
swift coordination among policymakers, public sector
oil companies and diplomatic channels. Reports
that India secured supplies from nearly 40 countries
demonstrate the importance of maintaining strong
international partnerships while reducing overde-
pendence on any single source. Equally significant
was the government’s decision to shield consumers
from the full impact of soaring global prices. While
public sector oil marketing companies reportedly
absorbed heavy financial losses, uninterrupted LPG
supplies and stable domestic availability helped
minimise disruption for households and businesses.
Such interventions, however, also underline the
long-term need to reduce fiscal burdens by strength-
ening domestic production and expanding alternative
energy sources. The inauguration of the Rajasthan
refinery represents more than another industrial proj-
ect. It symbolises India’s broader ambition of enhanc-
ing energy self-reliance through expanded refining
capacity, value addition and improved infrastructure.
Alongside investments in renewable energy, biofuels,
green hydrogen and strategic petroleum reserves,
such projects contribute to building a more secure
and diversified energy ecosystem.Political debates
over project implementation and governance will
continue, as they should in a vibrant democracy.

| GUEST VIEW |

Gen X Must Safeguard
India’s Future

echnology has transformed lives, but its unchecked
I influence is also reshaping society in ways that

demand serious attention. Social media, smart-
phones and digital platforms increasingly influence how
people think, communicate and make decisions. While
these innovations have created opportunities for learning
and entrepreneurship, they have also widened the gap
within families and communities. Many people spend
more time online than with their parents or children,
while unhealthy lifestyles and declining social values are
becoming common concerns. ; T
The growing dominance of
foreign-owned social media
platforms raises important
questions about data security,
digital sovereignty and the
spread of misinformation. As

these platforms shape public
opinion, India must strengthen

its digital ecosystem by encour-
aging indigenous social media
platforms, secure mobile
technologies and stronger cybersecurity measures.
Equally important is promoting digital literacy so citizens
can identify misinformation and make informed choices.
The government, technology companies and civil society
must work together to establish balanced regulations
that protect free expression while preventing misuse of
digital platforms. Investments in research, innovation
and homegrown technologies can reduce dependence on
foreign digital infrastructure and enhance national resil-
ience. At the same time, individuals must restore balance
by prioritising family relationships, healthy habits and
responsible technology use.

Sunil Pradhan

One Nation, One Syllabus Can Transform
Higher Education Admissions

ndia’s education system
Iis at a decisive stage, with

policymakers exploring
reforms that could funda-
mentally reshape admissions
to engineering and medical
institutions. Among the most
significant proposals are intro-
ducing a “One Nation, One Syl-
labus” framework and granting
nearly 50 per cent weightage
to Class 12 board examination
marks in admissions through
JEE and NEET. These reforms
seek to make the system more
equitable, reduce depen-
dence on private coaching,
and restore the importance of
school education.

At present, students study
under different education
boards, including the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE), the Council for
the Indian School Certificate
Examinations (CISCE), and
various state boards. Each
follows its own curriculum,
teaching methods and evalu-
ation patterns. However, JEE
and NEET are largely based on
NCERT textbooks. As a result,
students from boards with
significantly different syllabi
often face an uneven play-
ing field and are compelled
to spend additional time and
money preparing for compet-
itive examinations through
coaching institutes.

This imbalance has raised
an important question: can
national entrance examina-
tions truly be fair when can-
didates do not begin with the
same academic foundation?

A common national syllabus
could address this concern
by ensuring that all students
study the same core concepts
in science, mathematics and
related subjects, regardless of
the board they belong to.

Supporters believe that
aligning school curricula with
competitive examinations
would significantly reduce
the coaching culture that has
become deeply entrenched in
India’s education system. Stu-
dents would be able to prepare
for JEE and NEET primarily
through classroom learning
rather than expensive private
coaching. This would partic-
ularly benefit students from
rural areas and economically
weaker families who often can-
not afford specialised coaching
programmes.

The proposal also com-
plements the idea of giving
greater weightage to Class 12
board examination marks.
At present, admission to pre-
mier engineering and med-
ical institutions depends
almost entirely on perfor-
mance in a single entrance
examination. Such a system
places enormous psychologi-
cal pressure on students and
often overlooks their consis-
tent academic performance
throughout higher secondary
education.

If board examination marks
account for a substantial
portion of admissions, stu-
dents would be encouraged
to focus on regular classroom
learning instead of treating

Dr. Vijay Garg

Retired Principal, Edu-
cational Columnist and
Eminent Educationist

school merely as a formality.
It would also discourage the
growing practice of enrolling
in “dummy schools,” where
students formally remain on
school rolls while spending
most of their time attending
coaching classes.

Greater emphasis on
school education would also
strengthen conceptual under-
standing. Teachers could focus
on building strong academic
foundations rather than pre-
paring students for separate
examination patterns. Parents
would benefit financially as
dependence on costly coaching
institutions gradually declines.

However, implement-
ing these reforms is far from
straightforward. India’s edu-
cational diversity remains one
of its greatest strengths. State
boards incorporate regional
history, literature, languages
and cultural traditions that
reflect local identities. A com-
pletely uniform national curric-
ulum may raise concerns about
preserving this diversity and
respecting the constitutional
role of states in education.

Another major challenge
involves ensuring uniform stan-
dards of assessment. Different
boards vary considerably in
examination difficulty, marking
practices and grading systems.
Unless these differences are
addressed through standardised
evaluation mechanisms, assign-
ing equal weightage to board
marks could unintentionally
create fresh inequalities.

Successful implementation

would also require extensive
teacher training, updated text-
books, improved digital learning
resources and stronger educa-
tional infrastructure across the
country. Such reforms must be
introduced gradually, with close
coordination between the Union
and state governments to avoid
disrupting students’ education.

Several countries have suc-
cessfully balanced national aca-
demic standards with regional
flexibility. Nations such as Sin-
gapore, the United Kingdom
and many European countries
follow common curriculum
frameworks while allowing
schools to incorporate local
content. India could adopt a
similar approach by introduc-
ing a common core syllabus for
subjects relevant to national
entrance examinations while
permitting states to retain
region-specific content in other
disciplines.

Ultimately, educational
reform should reward genuine
learning rather than test-taking
ability alone. A thoughtfully
designed “One Nation, One Syl-
labus” policy, combined with
meaningful weightage for board
examinations, has the potential
to reduce stress, strengthen
school education, improve
equity and make India’s admis-
sion process more transparent
and inclusive.

(The views and opinions
expressed in this article are
those of the author and do
not necessarily reflect the
official policy or position of
the newspaper)

Stress Disrupts Gut, Weakens Body’s Natural Defences

Scientists have uncovered how chronic psychological stress disrupts the gut microbiome, weakens immune
function and accelerates aging-related changes, increasing risks of several diseases.

new study has revealed
Ahow chronic  psy-

chological stress can
trigger changes in the gut
microbiome that weaken the
body’s immune system and
accelerate aginglike pro-
cesses, potentially increasing
the risk of serious health con-
ditions such as heart disease
and diabetes.

Published in the journal
Cell Stem Cell, the research
explains a previously
unknown biological pathway
through which stress affects
blood-forming stem cells
in the bone marrow. Scien-
tists found that stress alters
communication between the
brain, intestines and bone

YOURLETTERS

Periaqueductal
Goy )

Managing Stress »

marrow, ultimately impairing
the body’s ability to produce
healthy immune cells.
Researchers from Sun Yat-
sen University in Guangzhou,
China, studied four different
mouse models exposed to

psychological stress. They
discovered that chronic
stress reduced activity in two
important brain regions—the
medial prefrontal cortex,
responsible for emotional
and cognitive processing,
and the periaqueductal gray,
which plays a key role in pain
regulation.

The reduced brain activity
triggered a series of harmful
physiological changes. Blood-
forming hematopoietic stem

Ethanol expansion needs careful planning first

India’s ethanol blending programme should progress with greater
caution rather than unnecessary haste. While adopting cleaner fuels
is important, consumers must retain the choice of using suitable fuel
blends based on their vehicles. Automobile manufacturers also need
sufficient time to develop and test engines compatible with higher eth-
anol blends. Additionally, policymakers must consider ethanol produc-
tion’s heavy water requirement, especially when groundwater levels

across many parts of India are steadily declining.

ALTERED GUT MICROBIOME
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Healthy Gut + Strong Immunity

cells in the bone marrow
declined, while the produc-
tion of lymphocytes, essen-
tial immune cells that protect
the body against infections,
was significantly reduced.

The researchers also
found that stress disrupted
the gut microbiome by
decreasing the population of
Lactobacillus reuteri, a ben-
eficial bacterium that helps
maintain intestinal health. At
the same time, levels of sper-
midine—a naturally occur-
ring compound involved in
removing damaged cells and
supporting healthy aging—
also declined.

According to the research-
ers, these alterations in

Eggs essential for school nutrition programme

Mid-day meal schemes are meant to improve children’s nutrition and
encourage regular school attendance. Eggs provide an affordable and
valuable source of protein, particularly for students from economi-
cally weaker families. Removing them from school meals weakens the
scheme’s nutritional objective and may adversely affect child health.
Welfare policies should prioritise children’s dietary needs rather than
ideological or political considerations, ensuring every student receives

EFFECTS ON BONE MARROW

Lactobacillus

INCREASED RISK
OF DISEASE

mak

Heart Disease

Actelerated

Aging and
Immune Decling
» Healthy Life .a
gut bacteria and micro-

bial metabolites served as
the critical link connecting
stress signals from the brain
to changes in bone marrow

function.

One of the study’s most
was
that suppressing activity in
just two brain regions was
enough to reproduce many
of the immune and stem-
cell defects associated with

surprising  findings

chronic psychological stress.

Although the findings are

based on animal models,

the researchers believe they

provide valuable insight into
how prolonged stress may
influence aging and disease

in humans. Future

balanced and nutritious meals.

MK Nair, Raipur

stud-

ies will investigate whether
similar biological mecha-
nisms operate in people and
whether therapies targeting
gut microbes or beneficial
compounds like spermidine
could help restore immune
function.

The scientists say the
research offers a promising
framework for developing
new strategies to combat
immune aging and stress-re-
lated disorders. They also
emphasise that managing
psychological stress may not
only improve mental well-be-
ing but also preserve immune
health, support healthy aging
and reduce the long-term risk
of chronic diseases.

Shivkumar Mishra, Raipur
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: “I don’t want to approach
industrialization in a haphazard
manner. I'm trying to create
a suitable environment for
industries.”

SuvenduAdhikari,
West Bengal Chief Minister

IMD raises red flag
over very heavy rain

On Saturday, the IMD raised red alerts for five Odisha districts that will
receive very heavy to extremely heavy rains.

Press Trust Of India

BHUBANESWAR: The India
Meteorological —Depart-
ment (IMD) on Saturday
issued a red warning for
five districts in Odisha,
forecasting very heavy
to extremely heavy rain-
fall as a well-marked
low-pressure area over
the northwest Bay of
Bengal continued to
intensify. The weather
system, which persists
over the adjoining north
Odisha-West Bengal
coast, is expected to
move  west-northwest-
ward across north Odisha
and north Chhattisgarh
over the next three days,
bringing widespread rain-
fall across the state.

The districts placed
under the red warning
are Kandhamal, Boudh,
Angul, Sambalpur, and
Sonepur, where iso-
lated places are likely to
experience extremely
heavy rainfall. Accord-
ing to ManoramaMo-
hanty, Director of the
Meteorological ~ Centre
in Bhubaneswar, the
ongoing spell of rain is
expected to continue
until July 7, with intense
showers posing the risk
of flooding and disrup-
tion in vulnerable areas.

Apart from the red
warning, the IMD has
also issued an orange
warning for eight dis-
tricts—Kalahandi,
Rayagada, Gajapati, Gan-
jam, Nayagarh, Cuttack,
Dhenkanal, and Keon-
jhar—advising authorities
and residents to remain
prepared for adverse
weather conditions. The
remaining 17 districts of
Odisha have been placed
under a yellow warning,
indicating the likelihood
of heavy rainfall at iso-
lated locations.

The IMD said the pre-
vailing low-pressure sys-
tem is likely to strengthen
the southwest monsoon

further, resulting in light
to moderate rainfall at
most places, with heavy
to very heavy spells con-
tinuing over the coming
days. Residents have
been urged to avoid
unnecessary travel dur-
ing periods of intense
rainfall and follow official
weather advisories.
Strong winds of 40-50
kmph, gusting up to 60
kmph, are also expected
along the Odisha coast
under the influence of
the weather system.
With sea conditions fore-
cast to remain rough to
very rough, fishermen
have been advised not
to venture into the sea

HIGHLIGHT

® These rains are
expected to continue
till 7th of July.

along and off the Odisha
coast until July 7. Port
authorities at Paradip
and Dhamra have been
directed to hoist Local
Cautionary Signal No. III
(LC-3). Heavy rainfall has
already been recorded
in several parts of the
state. IMD data showed
that at least 10 locations
received more than 105
mm of rain in the past
24 hours. Sohela in Bar-
garh district recorded
the highest rainfall at 202
mm, followed by 145 mm
at Ganjam.

The IMD has further
predicted that rainfall
activity will intensify in
northern Odisha from
July 5, with Sundargarh,
Keonjhar, and Mayur-
bhanj likely to receive
heavy to very heavy
rainfall for three consec-
utive days until July 8.
In response, the Odisha
Special Relief Commis-
sioner (SRC) has alerted
all district collectors and
directed them to prepare
for possible waterlogging
in urban areas and land-
slides in hilly regions.

Boy swept
away

PALGHAR: Heavy and
incessant rains on Sat-
urday crippled normal
life in coastal Palghar in
Maharashtra, where a six-
year-old child died after
being washed away in
floodwaters, while author-
ities rescued more than
180 people stranded in
water-logged localities in
the district. The downpour
also led to road closures
due to water-logging in
some areas, caused dam-
age to several houses and
triggered incidents of tree
collapse. According to the
district authorities, the
incessant rains have bat-
tered the region since July
1. Between 8 am and 4 pm
on Saturday, Palghar taluka
recorded an average rain-
fall of 137 mm, with the Pal-
ghar Tehsildar office rain
gauge clocking 265 mm.
The Vasai-Virar City Munic-
ipal Corporation (VVCMC)
area registered 163 mm
of rain during the same
period, the officials said.

“A tragic incident was
reported from Betegaon
(Konpada) in  Palghar
taluka, where a six-year-
old child, identified as Ani-
ket Dashrath Vaghela, lost
his life after being swept
away and drowning in
the heavy gushing flood-
waters,” said Vivekanand
Kadam, chief of the disas-
ter management cell of the
district. Talking to PTI,
Palghar Tehsildar Ramesh
Shinde said, “The boy was
walking home along with
his grandfather around
7.30 pm on Friday when
he accidentally fell into
a swollen nullah flowing
nearby.

Fresh SIT
probe

KOLKATA: Family mem-
bers of slain school teacher
and anti-crime activist
Barun Biswas on Saturday
urged West Bengal Chief
Minister SuvenduAdhikari
to order a fresh Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
probe into his 2012 murder
under the supervision of a
retired Calcutta High Court
judge. The appeal comes
ahead of Biswas’ 14th
death anniversary on July
5. He was shot dead near
Gobardanga railway sta-
tion in North 24 Parganas
district and was widely
known for his campaign
against anti-social ele-
ments. The family alleged
that the earlier investiga-
tion was inadequate and
failed to identify all those
responsible. They also
claimed that former state
minister JyotipriyaMallick
was the “mastermind”
behind the murder and
demanded that his role be
investigated.

Press Trust Of India

SS Vaigaichelvan on
Saturday joined the
ruling TVK.

CHENNAIL: A day after
quitting the AIADMK,
former minister SS Vai-
gaichelvan on Saturday
joined the ruling TVK and
described the Edappadi
K Palaniswami-led outfit
as a “right party under a
wrong leader.”

Former legislator V P
Kalairajan quit the DMK,
and he was among oth-
ers who joined the ruling

party.
After joining the TVK,
Vaigaichelvan  praised

TVK founder chief Vijay
as a “chosen leader of
our times,” and said that

| ALLEGATION |

AIADMK right party under
wrong leader: Vaigaichelvan

i

there is a need for his
leadership for decades to
come.

Speaking to reporters,
the former AIADMK lit-
erary wing functionary
and spokesperson said
that the chief minister is a
very good leader.

“He spoke sweetly and
softly; he tried to under-
stand our views on issues

HIGHLIGHT

® They left amid
‘bitterness, wounds
and tears.’

@ Actor Ravi Mariya
joins TVK.

such as the Mekedatu
dam proposal of Karna-
taka (strongly opposed by
Tamil Nadu),” he said.

Asked on quitting the
AIADMK, the former
minister said he and oth-
ers had to leave it due
to some “bitterness,
wounds and tears.”

Further, he said:
“AIADMK is a right party
under a wrong leader
(ATADMK Edappadi K Pal-
aniswami).”

Well-known actor and
ATADMK functionary Ravi

Mariya was among others
who joined the TVK at
the party headquarters in
Panaiyur near here.

Kalairajan, before join-
ing the DMK years ago,
had been an office-bearer
in the ATADMK and TTV
Dhinakaran-led Amma-
MakkalMunnetraKa-
zhagam as well.

On July 3, 2026, Vai-
gaichelvan accused the
AIADMK leadership of
“prioritising self-interest
over the well-being of the
party and the cadres.”
He accused the AIADMK
leadership of attempting
to “make compromises”
with the DMK.

C Vijayabaskar and M R
Vijayabaskar were among
the former AIADMK min-
isters to recently join the
TVK.

| TRIPURA CM FLAGS OFF NEW MEMU TRAIN |

‘NE frontier railway enlers electric era’

Press Trust Of India

AGARTALA: Tripura Chief
Minister ManikSaha on
Saturday flagged off the
Northeast’s first MEMU
train service between
Agartala and Karimganj
in Assam, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in the
region’s railway connec-
tivity. The MEMU train,
with a seating capacity of
around 3,600 passengers,
is equipped with modern
safety features such as
CCTV cameras and GPS
tracking systems to ensure
secure and comfortable
travel for commuters.
Addressing the inaugu-

ration ceremony in Agar-
tala, the Chief Minister
expressed gratitude to

Prime Minister Naren-
draModi and Railway
Minister AshwiniVaish-

naw for their continuous
efforts in strengthening
railway infrastructure
in the frontier state. He
said the introduction of
the MEMU service would
greatly enhance connec-
tivity between key cities
in the Northeast. Saha also

e

“This is the first
MEMU service in
the Northeast.”

Manik Saha
Chief Minister of Tripura

highlighted the expan-
sion of railway lines up
to Sabroom, the south-
ernmost subdivision of
Tripura. He noted that
Sabroom is set to become
a strategic gateway to

Bangladesh once the
MaitriSetu becomes fully
operational, connecting

it with Ramgarh in Ban-
gladesh. Additionally, the

Agartala-Akhaura rail link
is expected to be com-
missioned soon, enabling
seamless cross-border
travel and boosting trade
and people-to-people con-
nectivity. The Chief Minis-
ter further informed that
the state government has
proposed a double-track
railway project between
Chandranathpur in Assam
and Sabroom. He said the
final location survey for
263 km has been com-
pleted, while the Detailed
Project Report (DPR) is in
its final stage. Once com-
pleted, the project will
increase train frequency
and improve connectiv-

ity from Agartala. Plans
are also being considered
to introduce direct train
services from Tripura to
major cities like Jammu,
Gaya, and Puri.

Transport
Sushanta

Minister
Chowdhury
stated that currently
18 trains, including 13
express trains and 5 DEMU
services, operate from the
state. He reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to improving public
infrastructure and ensur-
ing that the benefits of
development reach every
citizen through better con-
nectivity and citizen-cen-
tric governance.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

STRENGTHENING SAFETY MECHANISMS
ECoR organises earthquake & fire safety mock
drill at rail auditorium

BHUBANESWAR: East Coast Railway
organised a comprehensive mock drill
on earthquake preparedness and fire
safety at Rail Auditorium, Bhubane-
swar, in coordination with the Fire
Services Wing of the Government of
Odisha. The exercise was conducted
to assess and enhance the level of pre-
paredness to effectively handle emer-
gency situations such as earthquakes
and fire incidents within office prem-
ises and adjoining residential colonies.
Officials and staff from various depart-
ments of ECoR actively participated in

the drill, alongside personnel from the
State Fire Fighting Brigade and disas-
ter response teams. The simulated
emergency scenario involved swift
evacuation procedures followed by a
staged fire incident. Fire and rescue
teams demonstrated systematic evac-
uation, search and rescue operations,
fire suppression techniques, and the
safe handling of affected occupants.
Emphasis was placed on seamless
coordination, prompt communica-
tion, and rapid response to minimise
potential risks and ensure safety. PTI

GLOBAL ADVENTURE SURVIVAL
‘Everest climber Lahu

Ughade wins Discovery’s
Naked and Afraid’

MUMBAI: After weeks of navigat-
ing demanding terrain, scarce
resources and constantly shifting
circumstances, LahuUghade has
emerged as the winner of Warner
Bros. Discovery’s Naked and Afraid:
Aadimanav. Known for his Everest
summit and years of experience in
the outdoors, Lahu becomes the
first champion of Discovery’s India
adaptation of the acclaimed interna-
tional adventure survival franchise.

Marking its foray in the Asia
Pacific region, the show is inspired
by the instincts, resilience and sur-
vival skills associated with the Aadi-
manav lifestyle. Naked and Afraid:
Aadimanav brought together six
participants from diverse back-
grounds and immersed them in the
challenging wilderness of Palawan
in The Philippines. Over the course
of the journey, they faced harsh
conditions, navigated unfamiliar
terrain and adapted to an environ-
ment where every decision mat-
tered. For Lahu, the victory was the
culmination of a lifelong connection
with the outdoors. PTI

NABIN’S VISIT

BJP chief NitinNabin
receives grand welcome
in Lucknow

LUCKNOW:  BJP national president
Nitin Nabin arrived in Lucknow on
Saturday for a two-day visit focused
on strengthening the party’s organisa-
tional strategy ahead of the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections. During
his visit, he is expected to hold a series
of high-level meetings with senior
leaders, office-bearers, and key stake-
holders of the party. Upon his arrival
at the airport, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath personally
welcomed him. In a social media post,
the Chief Minister extended greetings
and described Uttar Pradesh as a land
of cultural and spiritual heritage. Sev-
eral senior leaders, including state
BJP president Pankaj Chaudhary and
Deputy Chief Ministers Keshav Prasad
Maurya and Brajesh Pathak, were also
present to receive him. PTI

DDA’s Ambitious Project for Modernization

DDA greenlights high-impact 8-point development
roadmap to modernize the national capital

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is preparing an eight-
point development programme aimed
at transforming the national capital
into a sustainable, green and livable
city, with strong emphasis on afford-
able housing, improved mobility, envi-
ronmental protection, and heritage
conservation, officials said on Satur-
day. The comprehensive roadmap was
reviewed during a recent meeting of
the DDA advisory council chaired by
Lieutenant Governor Taranjit Singh
Sandhu. The meeting focused on
key urban challenges such as the gap
between housing demand and supply,
expansion of slums and JhuggiJhopri
clusters, relocation and rehabilitation
issues, and long-pending redevelop-
ment of unauthorized colonies.
Officials said the council adopted a
four-pillar vision for planned urban
growth, focusing on housing, mobil-
ity, environment, and heritage. The
LG stressed that Delhi’s future devel-
opment must ensure balanced and
sustainable expansion across all sec-
tors. The discussion also highlighted
pressing concerns including traffic
congestion, rising pollution levels,
urban flooding, heat island effects,
redevelopment of existing urban
areas, and structured planning under
land pooling and low-density zones.
Deterioration of heritage structures
and water scarcity were also flagged

as urgent issues requiring immediate
intervention. Under the environmen-
tal pillar, the plan aims to increase
green cover, develop riverfronts, and
create an integrated green and blue
infrastructure network across the city.
For quality living, emphasis will be
placed on disaster resilience, water
security, and safer road infrastructure.

On the economic and cultural front,
the strategy includes redevelopment
of commercial markets, development
of modern logistics hubs, and lever-
aging Delhi’s heritage as an economic
asset.

To implement the vision, large-scale
planning zones have been identified,
including Transit-Oriented Develop-
ment over 207 sq km, land pooling
areas exceeding 200 sq km, redevel-
opment of the Old City across 24 sq
km, and other structured growth cor-
ridors to guide Delhi’s expansion. PTI
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MOVIE REVIEW

Alpha offers
stylish action
but lacks a
compelling
storyline
overall

Alia Bhatt powers Alpha with
fearless action and commanding
screen presence.

Sharvari and Alia Bhatt in Alpha.
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Ipha attempts to rede-
Aﬁne YRF’s Spy Uni-

verse with a female-led
action thriller, but despite
its ambition, it delivers an
uneven experience. The
story centres on Sita (Alia
Bhatt), who is kidnapped as a
child and trained by Colonel
Lakhawat to become a deadly
assassin. As an adult, she
turns against the organisation
that created her, embarking
on a revenge mission packed
with action, secrets and unex-
pected twists. Alia Bhatt is
undoubtedly the film’s great-
est strength. She delivers a
confident performance, han-
dling intense action scenes
with ease while adding emo-
tional depth to her character.
Sharvari also shines as Durga,
portraying a fearless and
capable agent. Together, they

HIGHLIGHT

® Despite stylish
visuals and strong
performances, the film’s
uneven screenplay and
melodrama hold it back.

prove that the film’s female
leads can carry a large-scale
spy thriller. However, the
screenplay struggles to main-
tain balance. While the action
sequences are engaging, the
story repeatedly shifts into
an emotional family drama
focused on guilt, loss and
broken relationships. These
melodramatic moments slow
the pace and overshadow the
espionage elements. The film
also depends on frequent plot
twists, many of which feel
excessive instead of genuinely
surprising. The supporting

Weekend

cast, including Anil Kapoor
and Bobby Deol, has limited
scope, while Hrithik Roshan’s
cameo feels more like fan
service than an essential part
of the narrative. Although
the film avoids an unneces-
sary romantic subplot, the
repeated glamourisation of
Sharvari’s character during
combat scenes feels unnec-
essary and distracts from its
message of female empower-
ment.

Director Shiv  Rawail
presents stylish  visuals
and well-executed action,
but inconsistent  writ-
ing prevents Alpha from
reaching its full potential.
Despite impressive perfor-
mances and several exciting
moments, the film never
fully delivers the gripping
spy thriller it promises.

| HOLLYWOOD |

Enola Holmes 3 Review: Millie Bobby

Central Chronicle News

nola Holmes 3 deliv-
Eers another enjoyable

mystery that builds on
the charm of the previous
films. While it doesn’t quite
surpass its predecessors, the
latest installment remains an
entertaining watch, thanks
to Millie Bobby Brown’s con-
fident performance and the
franchise’s signature mix of
humor, heart, and adven-
ture. The story follows Enola
Holmes as she prepares to
begin a new chapter with
Lord Tewkesbury before
an unexpected disappear-
ance sends her on her most
personal investigation yet.
The case takes her to Malta,
where she reunites with
Sherlock Holmes, Eudoria
Holmes, Moriarty, and Dr.
John Watson while uncov-
ering secrets tied to history
and politics. Millie Bobby
Brown effortlessly carries
the film, portraying Enola

HIGHLIGHT

@ Millie Bobby Brown
returns, leading another
charming mystery filled
with heart, humor, and
adventure.

with confidence, vulnerabil-
ity, and infectious energy.
Her fourth-wall breaks con-
tinue to add personality,

brown keeps the mysie

|

while her chemis-
try with Louis Par-
tridge remains one
of the franchise’s
biggest  strengths.
Henry Cavill once
again impresses as

Sherlock  Holmes
despite limited
screen time, while
Helena Bonham

Carter and Sharon
Duncan-Brewster
bring warmth and
flair to their return-
ing roles. Himesh
Patel also makes a

ry alive

solid addition as Dr. Watson.
Director Philip Barantini pre-
serves the series’ familiar
tone while giving it a pol-
ished visual style. Malta’s
scenic landscapes provide a
refreshing backdrop, and the
action sequences are stylish
without overshadowing the
detective work.

The biggest drawback is
the mystery itself, which
feels more predictable than
previous installments. Sev-
eral twists are easy to antic-
ipate, and some emotional
moments could have bene-
fited from stronger develop-
ment. Despite these short-
comings, Enola Holmes 3
succeeds because of its engag-
ing characters, emotional
core, and entertaining story-
telling. Millie Bobby Brown
once again proves why Enola
remains one of Netflix’s most
lovable heroines, making this
another fun and satisfying
addition to the popular mys-
tery franchise.

<
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WHAT TO WATCH AT HOME

Pritam and
Pedro

Cast: Arshad Warsi,
Vir Hirani, Vikrant
Massey, Boman
Irani, Mona Singh
Where to watch:
JioHotstar,

Pritam and Pedro
marks acclaimed
filmmaker
Rajkumar Hirani’s
digital debut. Set
in Goa, the comedy thriller follows seasoned police
officer Pedro and his unlikely partner Pritam as they
investigate an unusual case that leads them into a world
of eccentric characters, hidden secrets, and unexpected
twists. Blending humor, suspense, and emotional
moments, the series promises an entertaining ride
packed with clever storytelling, quirky adventures, and
engaging performances.

Silo Season 3

Cast: Rebecca
Ferguson, Jessica
Henwick, Ashley
Zukerman

Where to watch:
Apple TV+, Silo
returns with its highly
anticipated third
season, continuing
the gripping
dystopian saga.
Rebecca Ferguson
reprises her role as
Juliette Nichols as
the story expands beyond the underground bunker,
uncovering shocking truths and dangerous conspiracies.
With Jessica Henwick and Ashley Zukerman joining

the cast, the new season promises higher stakes,
intense suspense, and deeper mysteries that challenge
everything the survivors believed about their world.

Super Subbu
Cast: Sundeep
Kishan,
Mithila Palkar,
Brahmanandam,
Murali Sharma
Where to watch:
Netflix, Super
Subbu is a Telugu
original comedy-
drama that follows
Subbu, an ordinary
- young man whose
life takes an
unexpected turn after a series of unusual events. As he
navigates personal struggles, family expectations, and
humorous situations, Subbu discovers hidden strengths
that transform his outlook. Blending comedy, heartfelt
emotions, and relatable moments, the series promises
an uplifting entertainer with strong performances and
lighthearted storytelling.

Elle

Cast: Lexi Minetree
Where to watch:
Amazon Prime
Video, Elle serves
as the prequel to
the beloved Legally
Blonde franchise,
introducing

Lexi Minetree

as a young Elle
Woods. Set in
1990s Seattle, the
coming-of-age
drama explores
her teenage years,
following her journey through friendships, first love,
and self-discovery. The series reveals the experiences
that shaped the confident, ambitious, and optimistic
young woman who would eventually become one of
pop culture’s most iconic legal minds.

Muthassi

Cast: Amith
Chakalakkal,
Akhila Bhargavan,
KPAC Leela
Where to watch:
ZEES5, Muthassi
brings Malayalam
folk horror to OTT
with a chilling tale
set in a village

on the Kerala-
Karnataka border.
The story follows
Leela, whose
peaceful life is disrupted after her young son begins
exhibiting terrifying behavior following her husband’s
return. As she searches for answers, she uncovers a
sinister family secret linked to an ancient supernatural
force, leading to a suspenseful battle between tradition,
fear, and survival.




“People are gonna tell you, you are
perfect just the way you are, you
are nol. You are nol perfect, you

are imperfect, you always will be,

but there is a powerful force that il

designed you that way. And if you are
willing to accept that, you will have
grace, and grace is a gift.”

Chris Pratt

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK

Books that
shaped Sachin
Tendulkar
beyond the
cricket field

These powerful reads inspire resilience,
leadership, creativity, compassion and
lifelong personal growth.

hen people think of
Sachin Tendulkar,
they picture centu-

ries, discipline and unmatched
dedication. But beyond
cricket, the Master Blaster
is also an avid reader who
believes books can shape per-
sonalities, inspire growth and
teach lessons that last a life-
time. His recommended reads
reflect values like resilience,
creativity, leadership and fam-
ily, making them worthwhile
additions to every young read-
er’s bookshelf.

1. My Passage to India by

Annabel Mehta

Sachin has described this
memoir by his mother-in-
law as a heartfelt account of
her journey from England to
Mumbai in the 1950s. Cov-
ering love, marriage, moth-
erhood, grief and hope, the
book highlights the courage
required to embrace change
and overcome life’s chal-
lenges.
2. Horizons by Sayali Wagle

This  poetry  collection
impressed Sachin with its

<
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HIGHLIGHT

-~ e Discover four
inspiring books
that shaped Sachin
Tendulkar beyond
the cricket field.

vouthZone

Read like cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar

thoughtful expression and
emotional depth. He praised
his niece’s ability to communi-
cate through poetry and said
his father, Prof. Ramesh Ten-
dulkar, would have been proud
to see another poet emerge
in the family. It celebrates the
beauty of creativity and self-
expression.
3. Igbal Singh Chahal: Covid
Warrior by Minhaz Merchant

Sachin recommended this
book for its inspiring account
of leadership during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Focus-
ing on Mumbai’s response, it
showcases how determination,
teamwork and decisive action
helped overcome one of the
toughest crises in recent his-
tory.

4. Sahitya by Shri
Ramesh Tendulkar

Written by Sachin’s father,
this literary work holds
immense emotional signif-
icance. By sharing it with
readers, Sachin honoured the
values, wisdom and love that
shaped his life.

| I
Al Tools Every Student Should
Master Before Graduation

Central Chronicle News

Artificial intelligence
empowers students to
learn creatively, effi-
ciently and confidently
every single day.

Artificial ~ intelligence  is
reshaping education, giving stu-
dents smarter ways to learn,
organise information and com-
plete everyday academic tasks.
When used responsibly, Al can
improve productivity without
replacing curiosity, creativity
or independent thinking. Here
are six Al tools every student
should know in 2026. ChatGPT
helps explain difficult concepts,
summarise chapters, brainstorm
ideas, practise interviews and
improve writing. It is a reliable
study companion for under-
standing subjects in simple lan-
guage. Google Gemini supports
research, generates ideas and
helps students compare informa-
tion from different sources. It is
especially useful while preparing
assignments and presentations.

Perplexity Al delivers concise
answers backed by source links,
making it valuable for fact-check-
ing, research projects and dis-
covering credible information

quickly. NotebookLM  allows
students to upload notes, PDFs
and study materials, then cre-
ates summaries, revision guides
and practice questions based
on their own content. Canva
Magic Studio makes designing
presentations, posters and info-
graphics easier with Al-powered
templates and creative sugges-
tions, helping students present
ideas professionally. Grammarly
improves grammar, spelling,
tone and clarity, ensuring essays,
emails and applications sound
polished and error-free. Despite
their advantages, Al tools should
never replace genuine learning.
Students must verify facts, think
critically and develop their own
opinions instead of copying gen-
erated responses. Responsible
use builds stronger problem-
solving abilities and prepares
learners for future workplaces
where Al will be a daily compan-
ion.

The art of discipline.
HOW T0 PERFORM LIKE THE TOP 1%

Not the right time?
They go anywa

They subtract before
they add!

Discipline is
more about
deletion
than
addition.

They weaponize

They say no more than
yes.

Every yes
is a silent
noto
focus.

This is discipline:
Monday: 100%
Tuesday: 80%
Wednesday: 5%
Thursday: 20%
Friday: 70%
Saturday: 95%
Sunday: 12%
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YOUTHCAREER

Dream career pathways

Instagram comes
to your TV

Artificial
intelligence is
rapidly changing
the publishing
world. Since
advanced Al
tools emerged in
2022, Amazon’s
monthly e-book
releases have
reportedly risen
from around one lakh to nearly three lakhs.
However, a study by Cornell University

and the University of Minnesota found that
Al-generated books generally earn lower
ratings and fewer sales than human-written
titles. Despite Al's growing influence,
readers still prefer originality, authenticity
and meaningful storytelling created by
human authors.

-

intelligence

is reshaping
publishing,
with Amazon
reportedly
seeing monthly
e-book releases rise from around one lakh

to nearly three lakhs since 2022. While Al

has made writing faster and more accessible,
research by Cornell University and the
University of Minnesota found that Al-generated
books generally earned lower ratings and fewer
sales than human-written titles. As publishers
increasingly adopt Al, the findings suggest
readers still value originality, authenticity and
the human touch behind every great story.

k'
Artificial LA
:".
k

iPhone 18
pro battery
upgrade
leaked

Apple’s
upcoming
iPhone 18
Pro Max
could feature
its biggest
battery ever,
according

to a new
leak. The device is tipped to include up to a
5,425mAh battery, paired with Apple’'s A20 Pro
chip built on TSMC's advanced 2nm process for
better performance and power efficiency. Other
expected upgrades include improved cameras, a
smaller Dynamic Island, 12GB RAM, new colour
options, and i0S 27. However, these details
remain unconfirmed, with Apple expected to
unveil the iPhone 18 series in September.

Meta has
unveiled
its new
Al-powered
smart
glasses,
starting at
$299, in partnership with EssilorLuxottica. The
lineup includes three frame styles, including

a special Kylie Jenner edition inspired by her
signature look. Powered by Meta Al with Muse
Spark, the glasses offer hands-free photography,
live translation, voice assistance, open-ear
audio, and over eight hours of battery life. They
also support prescription lenses and feature
upgraded Al capabilities that provide contextual
assistance, navigation, and real-time information
through simple voice commands.

Retro sneakers L/ !
have returned [ i
as a major
fashion trend, —h
combining
classic designs
with modern
comfort.
Inspired by
styles from the 1970s, 80s, and 90s, these
shoes add a timeless touch to any outfit. They
pair effortlessly with jeans, dresses, skirts, and
casual suits, making them incredibly versatile.
Popular brands continue to revive iconic models
with fresh colours and updated materials.

Loved by celebrities, influencers, and fashion
enthusiasts, retro sneakers offer the perfect mix
of nostalgia, comfort, and everyday style for
every generation.
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Argentina, Colombia and Egypt sealed

places in the FIFA World Cup Round
of 16 after contrasting knockout victories
on Friday. Lionel Messi starred as Argentina
edged spirited debutants Cape Verde 3-2
after extra time, with Cristian Romero’s
decisive effort forcing a late own goal. Messi
also netted his record-extending 2oth World
Cup goal as Argentina set up a clash with
Egypt. Colombia defeated Ghana 1-o through
Jhon Arias’ early strike to book a meeting with
Switzerland. Meanwhile, Egypt celebrated its
first-ever World Cup knockout victory, defeating
Australia 4-2 in a penalty shootout after a 1-1
draw, with captain Mohamed Salah inspiring the
historic triumph.

Arias strike powers \
Colombla past GhanaX

KANSAS CITY: Jhon Arias struck the
decisive goal as Colombia defeated
Ghana 1-0 on Friday to book their
place in the FIFA World Cup Round of
16, overcoming an early setback and
oppressive heat with another disci-

Messi leads
Argentina
past

MIAMI

plined team performance.

Colombia’s plans were disrupted
within minutes when striker Jhon
Cordoba suffered a groin injury, forcing
coach Néstor Lorenzo into an early sub-
stitution. The change proved inspired as

brave Cape
Verde

GARDENS:
Lionel Messi
once again inspired
Argentina as the defend-
ing champions survived a
determined challenge from World
Cup debutants Cape Verde to register a

Luis Suarez made an immediate impact, \
delivering a precise cross that Arias

expertly flicked into the net for the match’s

only goal.

The victory extended Colombia’s remark-
able record to 11 consecutive World Cup
wins when scoring first. They will now face
Switzerland in Tuesday’s Round of 16 clash,
with a quarterfinal berth at stake.

Colombia continued to dominate possession
throughout the contest and nearly doubled
their advantage after the break. Luis Diaz
found the net in the 56th minute, but the effort
was ruled out for offside. Minutes later, Ghana
goalkeeper Lawrence Ati Zigi denied Diaz with a
superb save before finishing with seven saves to
keep his side in contention.

Played in sweltering conditions with tempera-
tures touching 31 degrees Celsius and a heat index
of 96°F, the match tested both teams physically,
making hydration breaks crucial.

Ghana, one of nine African teams
to progress from the group stage,
struggled to trouble Colombia’s
organised defence. Despite tak-
ing eight shots, the Black Stars
failed to register a single effort
on target as Colombia’s midfield
controlled proceedings.

Having conceded only one
goal in the group stage, Colombia
once again showcased their defen-
=% sive solidity and attacking efficiency.
' With confidence growing and impressive teamwork on
display, Los Cafeteros have strengthened their credentials
as genuine contenders for a deep run in the tournament.

thrilling 3-2 extra-time victory and book their
place in the FIFA World Cup Round of 16 on Friday.
The dramatic contest remained finely balanced until
the closing stages of extra time before Argentina found the
decisive breakthrough in the 111th minute. Cristian Romero’s
header deflected off Cape Verde defender Diney Borges and
was recorded as an own goal, ending the spirited resistance
of the tournament’s surprise package.
Messi opened the scoring in the 29th minute with a
clinical finish after timing his run perfectly to latch  /
onto Lisandro Martinez’s lofted pass. The goal
was the Argentine captain’s record-extend-
ing 20th in World Cup history and his
seventh of the ongoing
tournament.
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‘Kane leading World
Cup race: Bhutia

NEW DELHI: Former India captain

Bhaichung Bhutia believes England skip-

per Harry Kane has been the standout

performer of the FIFA World Cup so far,

crediting the prolific striker for carrying

his team through difficult matches
more than Lionel Messi or Kylian
Mbappe.
Kane has scored five of
England’s eight goals, helping
the Three Lions top their group
before edging DR Congo 2-1 to

reach the Round of 16. Bhutia

said Kane has consistently

delivered in pressure situations

and could finish the tournament

as either the Golden Boot winner

or the best player if England

advances deep into the compe-

tition.

While praising Messi and

Mbappe for their impressive

campaigns, Bhutia feels Argen-

tina’s captain is yet to face the

toughest tests, with the knock-

out rounds expected to provide

sterner opposition.

The former India striker

identified France, Spain,

Egypt create history with
shootout triumph

" . 3

and teenager Lucas Herring-
ton struck the crossbar. Abdel-
maguid calmly slotted home the
decisive kick to spark jubilant
celebrations among Egyptian
fans. Egypt, appearing in only
their fourth World Cup and first
in the expanded 48-team format,
will now face defending champi-
ons Argentina in the Round of 16 on
Tuesday.

The Pharaohs had taken the lead
in the 13th minute when Emam Ash-
our headed past goalkeeper Patrick
Beach. Australia restored parity in the
55th minute through an unfortunate
own goal by defender Mohamed Hany,
who became the first player to score
two own goals in a single World Cup
tournament.

Despite suffering a hamstring injury
during the group stage, Salah completed
the entire 120 minutes and successfully
converted his penalty, describing the vic-

Ousmane Dembele’s influence in creating
opportunities for Mbappe and described

L. N2

ARLINGTON: Egypt scripted history by claiming their first-ever FIFA
World Cup knockout victory, defeating Australia 4-2 in a penalty
shootout after a gripping 1-1 draw in regulation and extra time on
Friday to reach the Round of 16.

Captain Mohamed Salah led from the front as the Pharaohs kept
their composure in the shootout. Mahmoud Saber, Ramy Rabia,
Salah and Hossam Abdelmaguid all converted from the spot, while
Australia faltered after Harry Souttar missed the opening penalty

tory as one of the happiest moments of his
career. Australia introduced experienced goalkeeper Mathew
Ryan late in extra time for the shootout, but he failed to stop any
of Egypt’s four spot-kicks. Earlier, Beach had produced several
fine saves to keep the Socceroos in the contest.

The historic triumph continues Egypt’s remarkable World Cup
journey after recording their maiden tournament victory during
the group stage, underlining the team’s growing confidence ahead
of a blockbuster clash against Lionel Messi’s Argentina.

Argentina and England as the
four strongest title contend-
ers, while describing France

as the tournament’s most
attacking side. However,
he believes Spain could
trouble the French if the
two teams meet in the
semifinals.

Bhutia also highlighted

Brazil as dark horses rather than favourites
this time.

In the long-running GOAT debate, Bhutia
named Brazilian legend Ronaldo Nazario as
football’s greatest player, placing him ahead
of Messi, Cristiano Ronaldo, Diego Maradona
and Pele. He also praised African teams’
progress while attributing Asian nations’
underwhelming performances to inadequate
preparation and off-field issues.
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Sooryavanshi’s hrief dehut

Teen sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s eagerly awaited international debut ended quickly,
but valuable contributions from senior batters guided India to a competitive 190 for seven.

Press Trust Of India

Tilak Varma’s explo-
sive final over lifted
India beyond chal-
lenging total against
disciplined England
attack.

MANCHESTER: India’s
much-anticipated teen-
age sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi made a
brief but eventful inter-
national debut as the
visitors posted a compet-
itive 190 for seven against
England in the second
T20 International at Old
Trafford on Saturday.
The 15-year-old left-
hander, who recently
became India’s youngest
international cricketer,
showed glimpses of his
immense talent before
his innings ended at 14
off just 10 deliveries. Fac-
ing hostile pace and lively
bounce under overcast
conditions, Sooryavan-
shi struck two impres-
sive sixes before England
spinner Will Jacks out-
foxed him with a looping
off-break. Charging down
the wicket, the young-

ster missed the ball com-
pletely and was smartly
stumped by Jos Buttler.
Openers Abhishek
Sharma and Soorya-
vanshi faced a stern
examination from Jofra
Archer, whose pace
and extra bounce made
stroke-making  difficult.

Abhishek survived a
series of early play-and-
misses before settling
down to compile an
entertaining 43 from 24
balls, using his power
effectively against the
slower bowlers. How-
ever, he eventually fell to
Sam Curran after mistim-

ing a full toss.

Captain Shreyas Iyer
contributed a fluent 37
from 22 deliveries while
Ishan Kishan anchored
the innings with 49 off
43 balls. Though the duo
added 65 runs for the
third wicket, England’s
disciplined bowling

attack prevented either
batter from dominating.
Curran’s clever slower
deliveries, along with
economical spells from
Will Jacks, Liam Dawson
and Adil Rashid, kept
India’s scoring rate under
control during the mid-
dle overs.

India’s innings
received the perfect fin-
ishing touch from Tilak
Varma, who silenced
critics with a blistering
unbeaten 24 off only 11
balls. The stylish left-
hander smashed 17 runs
from Jofra Archer’s final
over, ensuring India
crossed the 190-run mark
after appearing destined
for a lower total.

England’s bowlers
adapted impressively
to the windy conditions
and responsive surface,
but India’s late flourish
provided the visitors
with a defendable total in
what promised to be an
intriguing contest. While
Sooryavanshi’s debut
was short-lived, his fear-
less stroke-play hinted at
the exciting future many
expect from the teenage

prodigy.

Sudharsan’s 168, late
order fight lead India A
to 541/8 against SL A

Press Trust Of India

India A tightened con-
trol through Sudhar-
san’s superb century
and resilient low-
er-order partnerships
on Saturday.

GALLE: Sai Sudharsan
produced a classy 168
as India A strengthened
their grip on the second
unofficial Test against Sri
Lanka A, finishing Day
Three at 541 for eight and
taking a commanding 175-
run first-innings lead.

Resuming on his over-
night 104, Sudharsan
batted with remarkable
patience and elegance,
striking 22 boundaries
in his 267-ball knock. His
innings gained greater
significance after Devdutt
Padikkal, who resumed
on 94, was dismissed in
the opening over of the
day.

India A  suffered
another anxious moment
when Ruturaj Gaikwad
retired hurt after being
struck on the helmet by
pacer Asanka Manoj.
However, Sudharsan
and captain Dhruv Jurel
steadied the innings
with a valuable 120-run

e

partnership for the third
wicket. Jurel contributed
a composed 53 before
both batters fell leg-be-
fore to left-arm spinner
Dilum Sudeera.

Shaik Rasheed added
a brisk 45 before Saransh
Jain remained unbeaten
on 68 and shared an

important 8l-run stand
with Augib Nabi (30),
pushing India’s lead well
beyond 150 despite a
rain interruption after
tea. India A will look to
build further on the final
day while awaiting an
update on Gaikwad’s fit-
ness.

| NATIONAL RUGBY QUEST |

Chh’garh Jr Rugby teams depart for
Natlonal Sevens Championship 2026

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Chhattis-
garh Girls’ Junior Rugby
Sevens team departed
for Hyderabad this eve-
ning via the Secunder-
abad Express to partic-
ipate in the upcoming
Junior National Rugby
Sevens (U-18) Champi-
onship 2026. The Boys’
team is scheduled to
leave for the venue on
July 8.

The national tourna-
ment, jointly organized
by Rugby India and the
Telangana Rugby Asso-
ciation, will be held at
the prestigious Gachi-
bowli Stadium in Hyder-
abad from July 6 to July
11, 2026. Notably, this
is the same venue that

recently hosted the sec-
ond season of the Rugby
Premier League (RPL),
which featured elite
international rugby play-
ers and Olympians.

The  championship
holds significant stakes
for the participating
states, as the top 7 fin-
ishing teams in this
national tournament will
officially qualify for the
prestigious Khelo India
Games.

Prior to their depar-
ture, the Kedar Kashyap,
President of the Chhat-
tisgarh Rugby Football
Association and Cabinet
Minister, extended his
heartiest congratula-
tions and best wishes
to the squads, wishing
them a bright future and

a successful campaign.
The announced
squad for the girls’
team includes Captain:
Isha Kiran Kindo, Vice-
Captain: Purvaraj Sahu
whereas the squad
members include Gun-
jan  Verma,  Drishti
Chandrakar, Shraddha
Markam, Shivani Sat-
nami, Sonali Kerketta,
Poonam Kumari, Mansi
Sahu, Kumari Sakshi
Sahu, Nandani Nishad
and Jiya Parveen.Coach:

Prachi Vishwakarma
Manager: Sanskar Rajiv
Dewangan

The official announce-
ment was released by
Dr. Ayaz Ahmad Khan,
Secretary of the Chhat-
tisgarh Rugby Football
Association.

Diksha stays in
contention as
all four Indians
make cut

HULENCOURT: Diksha
Dagar remained firmly in
the title race despite a late
stumble as all four Indian
golfers made the cut at
the Hulencourt Women’s
Open here. Diksha, who
shared the overnight lead
after an opening bogey-
free 68, carded an even-
par 72 to slip into a tie for
third at four-under for the
tournament. She looked
set for another strong
round before two late
bogeys halted her momen-
tum, but she stayed within
striking distance heading
into the final 36 holes.
The left-hander mixed
three birdies with three
bogeys in an otherwise
steady performance and
is part of a five-way tie for
third place, keeping alive
hopes of adding a third
Ladies European Tour
title to her resume. India
also had another player
inside the top 10 with Aditi
Ashok making an impres-
sive return to the Ladies
European Tour. The expe-
rienced Indian followed
her opening 70 with a
composed one-under 71
to move to three-under
overall and into a share of
eighth place.

Press Trust Of India

ZAGREB: Indian Grand-
master R Praggnanandhaa
produced a sensational
final-day comeback to fin-
ish the rapid section of the
Croatia leg of the Grand
Chess Tour as joint leader
alongside France’s Alireza

|GRAND CHESS TOUR|

Praggnanandhaa storms back
with three wins to share rapid lead

Firouzja on 12 points.
After trailing the lead-
ers at the end of the sec-
ond day, Praggnanand-
haa responded in style
by winning all three of
his final rapid games. He
first outplayed Croatia’s
Ivan Saric with the black
pieces after gaining an

early advantage from the
Caro-Kann Defence. He
then dismantled Roma-
nia’s Bogdan-Daniel Deac
from a Petroff Defence,
forcing decisive material
gains before comfortably
converting the advantage.

The Indian star com-
pleted his remarkable run

by defeating Dutch Grand-
master Anish Giri in just
34 moves. Exploiting a
pawn advantage from the
Catalan Opening, Pragg-
nanandhaa displayed pre-
cise tactical play to secure
his third successive vic-
tory and draw level with
Alireza.
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World

America 250 Ship Parade
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The USS Kearsarge (LHD-3) sits anchored in the New York harbor ahead of Sail250, a
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gathering of tall ships and military ships honoring America’s 250th Anniversary

Albanese welcomes Modi to
Melbourne for annual summit

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese emphasized that the India-Australia relationship
is vital for fostering peace, stability, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region.

Press Trust Of India

CANBERRA:  Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese on Saturday
announced his Indian
counterpart  Narendra
Modi’s visit to the Pacific
nation next week, saying
the bilateral relationship
has “never been more
consequential”.

“I am honoured to wel-
come my friend Prime
Minister Modi to Austra-
lia for our Annual Lead-
ers’ Summit,” Albanese
said in a statement. Modi
will visit Melbourne from
July 810 as the second
leg of a three-nation tour
beginning in Indonesia

in New Zealand on July 11.
“The Australia-India rela-
tionship has never been
more consequential, and
our partnership fosters
peace, stability and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pa-
cific,” Albanese said. “Our
cooperation on trade,
defence and security, and
technology is delivering
benefits for both coun-
tries,” Albanese’s office
added.

Albanese last met Modi
on the margins of the G20
Summit in Johannesburg
in 2025. “As the world’s
fourth largest and fastest
growing economy, India
is a critical economic
partner for Australia,” the

tionship is underpinned
by our Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership
and supported by deep
economic and cultural
connections,” it said. The
Indian High Commission
in Canberra welcomed
Australia’s announce-
ment in a post on X.

“The visit reflects the

FASTFACTS

©® The visit highlights

a deepening
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, driven by
cooperation in trade,
defense, technology,

and India’s status as

a rapidly growing
economic powerhouse.

eDuring his visit to
Melbourne from July
8-10, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
engage in bilateral
discussions, meet
Governor General Sam
Mostyn, participate in a
CEOs Forum, and address
the Indian diaspora.

tralia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership and
our shared commitment
to advancing peace, pros-
perity and stability in
the Indo-Pacific. We look
forward to a productive
and memorable visit,” the
High Commission said.
The leaders will meet
in Melbourne for bilat-
eral discussions. Modi
will also call on Governor
General Sam Mostyn AC
during the visit, the Min-
istry of External Affairs
said in a press release
in New Delhi on Friday.
Modi will also participate
in the India-Australia
CEOs Forum and address
a gathering of the dias-

on July 6 and concluding statement said. “Our rela- depth of the India-Aus- pora, it said.

Mali govt | RUSSIA U.KRAINE WAR | . .

e eeine | St Petersburg oil terminal hit by
h W ® ® e

e e e UKrainian drones in latest attack

army said Saturday that
several northern towns,
including Gao and Sévaré,
were targeted by rebels.
The statement came as
a rebel group announced
a new offensive to cap-
ture a northern town.
Mohamed Elmaouloud
Ramadane, a spokesper-
son for the Azawad Lib-
eration Front (FLA), said
in a Facebook post that
the town of Anefis was
being targeted by the
separatists. There were
no immediate reports of
casualties.Mali has previ-
ously faced insurgencies
by militants affiliated with
al-Qaida and the Islamic
State group, as well as a
separatist rebellion in the
country’s north.

Press Trust Of India

Ukrainian drones hit

a St. Petersburg oil
terminal and military
target, worsening
Russia’s domestic fuel
crisis through ongoing
long-range attacks.

MOSCOW: A Ukrainian
drone attack struck an oil
terminal in St Petersburg
on Saturday, Russian offi-
cials said, as Kyiv presses
on with bombardment
of Russia’s oil infrastruc-
ture. Almost daily long-
range attacks on Russian
oil facilities have created
a fuel crisis and heaped
political pressure on the

The First Deputy Chief of the General Staff of Russian Armed Forces Lt Gen

Sergei Rudskoy holds a news briefing in Moscow.

Kremlin as its all-out inva-
sion of Ukraine stretches
into its fifth year. Gov.
Alexander Beglov said
the city’s Kirovsky dis-
trict on the Baltic Sea was
hit. He also said that air
defences shot down 72
Ukrainian drones across

Russia’s  second-largest
city and the surround-
ing region. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy described the
attack as part of Ukraine’s
“longrange  sanctions”
against Russia. He said
that Ukrainian forces

FASTFACTS

@ Putin claimed the
strategic capture

of the UKkrainian
transport hub
Kostyantynivka, which
Ukraine’s military
strongly denied as
disinformation.

also hit a military target
on the island of Kron-
stadt, just off the coast
of St Petersburg. “The
Ukrainian defence forces
hit the port oil infrastruc-
ture, which earns money
for the Russian war, and
there were also hits on
Kronstadt — an important
military target,” he said in
a post on Telegram.

| GERMANY FAR RIGHT |

A[D elects leaders amid intense

Press Trust Of India

ERFURT: Thousands of
protesters aimed to dis-
rupt the national con-
vention of Germany’s
far-right Alternative for
Germany party on Satur-
day, with some clashing
with police in riot gear
outside the meeting.
Alternative for Ger-
many, or AfD, is meet-
ing in the eastern city of
Erfurt to elect its lead-
ers, which German par-
ties do every two years.
The party seeks to show
unity while extending
the terms of leaders Alice
Weidel and Tino Chru-
palla, who have run the

party together for four

years. The demonstra-
tions outside the con-
vention reflect how AfD
has divided Germany
even as it is the nation’s
biggest opposition party
nationally. The weekend
convention has drawn

additional controversy
by coinciding with the
100-year anniversary

of a Nazi Party meeting
held nearby that con-
solidated Adolf Hitler’s
power over the fascist
movement. Historians
and political opponents

German prolests

oo

2026 is ayear of
destiny for AfD.

Alice Weidel
AfD Co-Leader

say the timing carries
powerful  symbolism,
an accusation the AfD
rejects. Weidel said
recently that “2026 is a
year of destiny for AfD.”
Mainstream parties say
they won’t work with it,
a stance often known as
a “firewall.”

But AfD is capitalis-
ing on the unpopularity
of a government that

is trying to reform the
sluggish economy. The
party has become adept
at harnessing discontent
with issues well beyond
its  signature theme
of curbing migration,
which powered its rise
in the mid-2010s.

AfD hopes to win 40
per cent or more of the
vote in a Sept. 6 state
election in the eastern
region of Saxony-An-
halt. That could put the
party on course for an
absolute majority or in a
position where it might
try to attract defectors
from other parties, pav-
ing the way for its first
state governor.

“The Ukrainian defence forces hit the port
oil infrastructure, which earns money for
the Russian war, and there were also hits on
Kronstadt — an important military target.”

Volodymyr Zelenskyy
President of Ukraine

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST
IRAN RHAMENEI FUNERAL
Iran begins dayslong funeral for late Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khameneli, killed in war

A

TEHRAN: Iran began a dayslong funeral
Saturday for the late Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, months after
an airstrike killed him at the start of the
war. He was 86. Authorities unveiled
the casket containing Khamenei’s body
in a glass case at the Grand Mosalla in
Tehran, Iran’s capital. Mourners wept
at the sight, with some chanting: “Our
word is one! Revenge! Revenge!”

Some carried banners and flags,
while billboards across the city bore
Khamenei’s image. Crowds of men
rhythmically beat their chests in
mourning, a common practice at Shi-
ite funerals. “I am here to say goodbye
to my beloved leader Ali Khamenei,”
said a weeping Hananeh Mousavi, 27,
who attended the funeral alongside
her mother. “I never expected to see
such a day. I wish I had died before

this tragedy.” An outdoor stage set up
at the Grand Mosalla resembled the
stage where Khamenei once gave his
speeches at a husseiniyah at his com-
pound in downtown Tehran. That site
was destroyed in the Israeli airstrike
that killed Khamenei and some of his
family at the start of the Iran war on
February 28. The caskets of his dead
family members sat beneath his, which
had his black turban atop it, identify-
ing him as a direct descendent of the
Prophet Muhammad.

Iran’s government expects to see
millions flood the streets of the capi-
tal in scenes reminiscent of the burial
of the late Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini in 1989. Organis-
ers sprayed water on the crowds and
offered cold drinks to help those with
the summertime heat.

CHINA MILITARY
China names new generals

to rebuild purged
military leadership

BELJING: China’s military has named
two new generals in what may be a
precursor to a reorganisation at the
top following the removal of sev-
eral of its leaders in a long-running
anti-corruption drive.The shake-up
is believed to be in part an effort to
ensure the military’s loyalty to China’s
ruling Communist Party and its leader,
Xi Jinping.Xi, who is also head of the
military, presented orders promoting
Zhang Shuguang and air force com-
mander Wang Gang to generals at a cer-
emony Friday. Zhang was also named
the head of the division investigating
corruption at the Central Military Com-
mission, the military’s top body.

The promotions could put them in
line to fill vacancies on the seven-mem-
ber commission, which has been
reduced to two by the corruption inves-
tigations. The commission is chaired
by Xi. Its only other current member
is Vice Chair Zhang Shengmin.Two
former vice chairs, including the mili-
tary’s top general, have been removed.
A new commission is expected to be
announced in the fall of next year, at
the end of the current commission’s
five-year term.

UK STARMER
Decision to resign

intensely personal: UK
PM Keir Starmer

LONDON: Keir Starmer has spoken of
his decision to resign as Labour Party
leader and British Prime Minister as
an “intensely personal” one, which he
took with his wife and children at a fam-
ily weekend away.In his first interview
since his Downing Street statement that
fired the starting gun for a leadership
election, Starmer told the BBC on Friday
evening that he would complete his cur-
rent term as a central London member
of Parliament.

But, while on the backbenches of
Parliament, the 63-year-old politician
plans on “keeping his mouth shut” to
allow his successor - widely expected
to be former Greater Manchester Mayor
Andy Burnham - to get on with the job.“I
grappled with what was the best thing to
do for me, for the country, for the gov-
ernment,” said Starmer. “In the end it
became an intensely personal decision.
And that’s why it was a decision taken
ultimately when (my wife) Vic and I were
away with the kids,” he said. The week-
end before June 22, when he announced
his resignation on the steps of 10 Down-
ing Street in London, the Starmer family
was at Chequers - the UK PM’s country-
side retreat in Buckinghamshire.

SLOVAKIA REFERENDUM
Slovaks vote in referendum on lifelong payments
for populist leader Fico

BRATISLAVA: Slovaks will cast the bal-
lot on Saturday in a referendum to
decide whether to cancel lifelong pay-
ments for populist Prime Minister Rob-
ert Fico and other leaders after their
terms in office expire. They will also
vote on whether to reopen the office of
the special prosecutor and the National
Criminal Agency, which both dealt
with major crime and corruption.The
referendum follows a petition organised
by the Democrats, a non-parliamentary
pro-Western opposition party, and was
signed by more than 350,000 citizens in
the nation of 5.4 million, the threshold
required by law. Only one referendum
in Slovakia’s history — the 2003 vote on
the country’s European Union mem-

bership — was successful. Others failed
due to low turnout. Polls suggested Sat-
urday’s turnout would not reach the
required 50 per cent.

Slovak prime ministers and parlia-
ment speakers who served at least two
terms in office are entitled to receive a
lifelong payment — a monthly sum that
equals the salaries of lawmakers in Par-
liament — as part of measures to boost
security for leading politicians.The pay-
ments were introduced following a 2024
assassination attempt on Fico, who
was shot and gravely wounded after
a government meeting, shocking the
small country and reverberating across
Europe. The benefit was provided only
to former presidents before 2024.
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