
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Thousands 
of young and angry peo-
ple converged on central 
Delhi on Monday, only 
to be met by police tear-
gas and lathi-charges in 
a spiralling protest that 
started with exam paper 
leaks and gained trac-
tion with activist Sonam 
Wangchuk’s hunger 
strike.

Large parts of cen-
tral Delhi were grid-
locked as the protests 
gathered pace. Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) 
founder Abhijeet Dipke 
was picked up by Delhi 

Police, the organisa-
tion’s spokesperson 
said. “Police brutally 
cracking down and beat-
ing up peaceful pro-
testers, request MPs to 
stand in support of stu-
dents on streets,” Saurav 
Das said.

Police beat 
up peaceful 
protesters.

Saurav Das  
CJP spokesperson 

Govt reaches out to CJP 

A two-member del-
egation of the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) 
on Monday met Union 
Health Minister JP 
Nadda, who initiated the 
dialogue on behalf of the 
government as protest-
ers led by the outfit stormed into central Delhi and tried 
to march to Parliament. The CJP said Nadda has assured 
them that he would hold internal talks and has requested 
some time to align with the government leadership on 
the CJP’s demands, including the resignation of Union 
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan over alleged 
examination irregularities. Official sources confirmed 
that the CJP representatives met Nadda, who initiated 
the government outreach towards the protesters. 
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SC reduces 
sentence

The Supreme Court on 
Monday reduced the sen-
tence of a man convicted 
in a 2016 rape case from 
life imprisonment to 20 
years in jail with benefit 
of remission, saying there 
was a possibility of refor-
mation as the offence was 
committed when he was 
25. A bench of Justices 
Sanjay Karol and Augus-
tine George Masih noted 
that the man had no crim-
inal antecedents and has 
maintained a good con-
duct in jail. “In the pres-
ent case, the appellant 
convict has no criminal 
antecedents; was of only 
25 years when the offence 
was committed; given the 
young age there is a possi-
bility of reformation. “The 
State has neither brought 
on record anything to 
show that the same would 
not be possible, nor has 
it contravened the state-
ment made on behalf of 
the appellant that in the 
nearly ten years (includ-
ing remission) that he has 
been convicted, he has 
maintained a good con-
duct,” the bench said.

AGARTALA

Tripura DGP 
found hanging 

Tripura’s Director Gen-
eral of Police Anurag 
Dhankar was found hang-
ing in his washroom at 
the police headquarters 
here on Monday, Chief 
Minister Manik Saha said. 
Opposition parties CPI(M) 
and Congress demanded 
an impartial probe into 
the circumstances lead-
ing to the death of the 
police officer who served 
the northeastern state for 
around 18 years in various 
positions. The 1994 batch 
IPS officer was 60, and is 
survived by his wife and 
son who lives in Canada. 
Dhankar was due to retire 
in 11 months. Permanent 
DGPs have a fixed ser-
vice tenure of at least two 
years, irrespective of their 
age. He was appointed the 
state police chief last year.

NEW DELHI

Forest land 
diverted 

Between April 1, 2016 
and March 31, 2026, an 
area of more than 1.88 
lakh hectares of forest 
land had been diverted 
under the Van (Sanrak-
shan Evam Samvard-
han) Adhiniyam, 1980, 
including industrial 
projects, Union Minister 
of State for Environment 
Kirti Vardhan Singh said 
on Monday.

To put the number in 
perspective, the total 
forest land diverted 
in the last 10 years is 
more than the size of 
the National Capital Ter-
ritory of Delhi, which 
covers about 1.48 lakh 
hectares.

Singh gave this figure 
in a written reply to a 
question raised by Con-
gress MP Dr Mohammad 
Jawed in the Lok Sabha.

Security personnel fire tear gas shells to disperse CJP supporters  
during a protest march. |  Photo PTI

Teargas, lathi-charge 
in CJP Delhi protest

Exam paper leak protests swell after Wangchuk fast.

Sonam Wangchuk 
to continue fast
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:   Activ-
ist Sonam Wangchuk 
announced on Monday 
that he would continue 
his indefinite hun-
ger strike, saying the 
police action against 
protesters during the 
Cockroach Janta Party’s 
(CJP) “Sansad Chalo” 
march has prompted 
him to extend the fast 
until youth leaders are 
allowed to meet parlia-
mentarians or he is per-
mitted to do so from the 
hospital.

In a handwritten 
statement issued from 
the Safdarjung Hospital, 
Wangchuk said, “Seeing 
the brutality with which 
peacefully protesting 
youth are being dealt 
with, I have decided to 
continue my fast until 

the youth leaders are 
allowed to meet the 
parliamentarians at the 
Sansad Bhawan or I am 
allowed to meet them 
here at the hospital.”

“Hopefully, the gov-
ernment will fix account-
ability for the Education 
Minister before that,” he 
added.

Wangchuk said he is 
“touched and moved” 
by the manner in 
which the protesters 
have maintained peace 
despite “provocation”.

“I appeal to the gov-
ernment and the police 
force to resolve the issue 
by simply allowing the 
students to present their 
grievances before Par-
liament today or tomor-
row. I am sure the young 
protesters will maintain 
peace tomorrow as they 
did today,” he said.

|  M O N S O O N  S E S S I O N  |

Press Trust Of India

NC demanded imme-
diate restoration of 
statehood to the Union 
Territory.

NEW DELHI:   Escalating 
the political showdown 
over Jammu and Kashmir’s 
political status, National 
Conference president 
Farooq Abdullah, Jammu 

and Kashmir Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah, min-
isters, MLAs and party 
workers staged a protest 
in the national capital on 

Monday, demanding the 
immediate restoration of 
statehood to the Union Ter-
ritory. The demonstration, 
held on the opening day 
of Parliament’s Monsoon 
Session, was, however, 
overshadowed by the CJP 
protest march to Parlia-
ment. Omar, who arrived 
from Jammu in the morn-
ing, was unable to reach 
the protest venue at Jantar 

Mantar due to the heavy 
deployment of police per-
sonnel for the CJP protest. 
The group of around 100 
NC protesters gathered 
with placards reading 
“Apna wada pura karo” 
(fulfil your promise) and 
“Restore full statehood,” 
raising slogans targeting 
the Union government 
over the delay in restoring 
statehood.

|  I M M E D I A T E  R E S T O R A T I O N  D E M A N D E D  |

NC stages protest in Delhi for 
Jammu and Kashmir’s statehood

|  GOVT REPLY  | 

International tourist arrivals on rise
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: International 
tourist arrivals (ITAs) 
in India increased from 
1.31 crore in 2014 to 2.06 
crore in 2024, register-
ing a growth of 56.93 per 
cent, the government 
informed Parliament on 
Monday.

Union Tourism Minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat shared the data in 
a written response to a 
query in Lok Sabha.

Also, according to the 
latest UN’s World Tour-
ism Barometer, India’s 
global share of interna-
tional tourist arrivals has 
seen an increase from 1.15 

per cent in 2014 to 1.41 
per cent in 2024, he said.

According to data 
sourced from UN’s World 
Tourism Barometer 2026, 
the ITAs for the top five 

countries in 2024 stood 
at -- France (102 million), 
Spain (93.8 million), the 
US (72.3 million), Turkey 
(60.6 million) and Italy 
(57.7 million), the govern-
ment said in its response.

NUMBER

56
z ITA rose 56.93% from 
1.31cr (2014) to 2.06 
cr (2024).

‘Not talking about a 56-yr-old youth’
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Monday took a veiled dig 
at Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi while hailing 
young innovators behind 
India’s first privately 
developed orbital rocket, 
saying he was not talk-
ing about a “56-year-old 
young man”.

Addressing reporters 
ahead of Parliament’s 
Monsoon Session, he 
said in the past month, 
the country has achieved 

many milestones, filling 
citizens with pride and 
these achievements span 
national, international, 
and even space domains.

He said there have 
been moments of glory 
just before the Monsoon 
Session last year as an 
Indian citizen reached 

the International Space 
Station and only the day 
before yesterday, a young 
Indian start-up accom-
plished an extraordinary 
feat. 

He was referring to 
Skyroot Aerospace on Sat-
urday launching the coun-
try’s first private orbital 
rocket Vikram-1 and suc-
cessfully placing multiple 
technology-demonstration 
payloads into the desired 
orbit, making India the 
third country with private 
orbital launch capabilities 
after the US and China.

Press Trust Of India

7 missing as heavy 
rain hits rescue ops in 
Poonch, Rajouri.

JAMMU:  At least 11 peo-
ple, including a woman 
and her two children, 
were killed in fresh 
rain-related incidents 
across Jammu on Mon-
day, raising the death toll 
to 23 over the past two 
days, officials said.

Seven people went 
missing as persistent 
heavy rain hampered res-
cue and relief operations 
in the flood-hit districts of 
Poonch and Rajouri.

Seven people, includ-

ing two children, were 
buried alive after a land-
slide triggered by heavy 
rain brought down their 
mud house in the upper 
reaches of Loran in 
Poonch, officials said.

Villagers pulled out 
from the debris the 
seven deceased, who 
were identified as Zahida 

Begum, 38, her son 
Manan Rafiq and daugh-
ter Aleesa, aged six and 
four, her brother-in-law 
Tanveer Ahmad Bhat, 
27, sisters-in-law Shamim 
Akhter, 33, and Shabnam 
Bano, 31, nephew Mohd 
Irfan, 17 -- all residents of 
Arigam village of Mandi 
Tehsil, the officials said.

11 killed in J-K rain fury
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Opposition 
protests over the NEET 
paper ‘leak’ issue stalled 
proceedings in both 
Houses on the open-
ing day of the Monsoon 
session on Monday, as 
chaos reigned outside 
with protesters led by 
CJP breaking barricades 
to reach near the Parlia-
ment complex to press 
for Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan’s 
resignation.

Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha saw multiple 
adjournments during the 
day as opposition MPs 

raised slogans, showed 
placards demanding dis-
cussions on the NEET 
paper leak and also on 
alleged donation theft 
at Ram temple. In Rajya 
Sabha, Leader of Oppo-
sition Mallikarjun Kharge 
rose to speak on the 
NEET-UG 2026 paper 
leak, saying the issue con-

cerned the future of lakhs 
of students. “Thousands 
of students have reached 
Jantar Mantar (where the 
protest is on), and they 
were lathi-charged,” he 
said. “The government is 
trying to browbeat them 
and suppress the issue,” 
Kharge said, as Opposi-
tion members shouted 

“shame, shame”. DMK 
members wearing green 
stole vociferously pro-
tested over Tamil Nadu’s 
water dispute with Karna-
taka. Before the proceed-
ings were adjourned, 
Law Minister Arjun Ram 
Meghwal introduced a 
bill to replace an ordi-
nance which increased 
the number of Supreme 
Court judges from 34 to 
38, including the Chief 
Justice of India. But in 
the Rajya Sabha, a bill 
to make insult to Vande 
Mataram a punishable 
offence could not be 
introduced due to the 
protests.

Opp protests on NEET paper leak rock Parl

People take part in celebrations of Tapi Janmotsav, in Surat, Monday.|  Photo PTI

Tapi Janmotsav
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Raipur Smart meters 
turned into a public 

financial burden.
Deepak Baij 

PCC Head 

CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Bilaspur, Tuesday, July 21, 2026

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Chief Secretary Vikassheel 
on Monday directed offi-
cials to strengthen the 
implementation of the 
Crime and Criminal Track-
ing Network & Systems 
(CCTNS) and improve 
the state’s performance 
on the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB) 
dashboard. Chairing a 
high-level review meeting 
at Mantralaya Mahanadi 
Bhawan, he instructed 
officials to identify short-
comings and take immedi-
ate corrective measures to 
enhance the state’s overall 
score and improve digital 
policing.

Director General of 
Police Arun Dev Gautam 
and senior officials from 
the Home, Law and Police 
departments attended 
the meeting. Officials 
informed the Chief Sec-
retary that Chhattisgarh 
secured 64.97 out of 100 
in the latest CCTNS state 
scorecard released by the 
NCRB. The state, however, 
received full marks for its 
performance in Adminis-
trative Reforms and the 

implementation of the 
Medico-Legal Report Por-
tal, reflecting significant 
progress in technology-
driven governance.

Reviewing various dig-
ital policing initiatives, 
Vikassheel directed offi-

cials to further strengthen 
the Zero FIR and e-Charge 
Sheet systems to improve 
transparency, efficiency 
and public access to 
justice. He also instructed 
the immediate rollout of 
the Nyay Shruti System, 
which will facilitate the 
recording of court testimo-
nies through video confer-
encing and help expedite 
judicial proceedings. The 
Chief Secretary stressed 
that investigating officers 

must ensure the sub-
mission of charge sheets 
within the prescribed 60 
or 90-day statutory time-
lines to enable the speedy 
disposal of criminal cases. 
He also called for greater 
adoption of e-Evidence to 
improve the collection, 
preservation and presen-
tation of digital evidence 
during investigations 
and court proceedings. 
Emphasising close coor-
dination between the 
Police Department and 
the Home Department, 
Vikassheel said technol-
ogy-driven reforms are 
essential for strengthen-
ing law enforcement and 
enhancing citizen ser-
vices. 

CS reviews CCTNS, pushes 
Digital Policing Reforms

Chief Secretary directs faster reforms for efficient policing statewide.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

Central Chronicle News

Five-day workshop 
focuses on AI skills 
and innovation.

RAIPUR: The National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT) Rai-
pur on Monday inaugurated 
a five-day national-level 
online workshop titled “Next 
Generation Trends in AI and 
Scientific Computing with 
Hands-on Using Python”, 
aimed at enhancing partici-
pants’ knowledge and prac-
tical skills in Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) and scientific 

computing. The workshop, 
being held from July 20 to 
July 24, 2026, is jointly orga-
nised by the Departments 
of Computer Science and 
Engineering and Informa-
tion Technology in collabo-
ration with the Continuing 
Education Cell (CEC). The 

inaugural session was pre-
sided over by Dr. Samir Baj-
pai, Director (In-Charge), 
NIT Raipur. Distinguished 
academicians, including 
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Head 
(In-Charge), Department of 
Information Technology, Dr. 
Subhajit Ghosh, Chairman, 

CEC, and keynote speaker 
Dr. Santosh Kumar Vippar-
thi, Associate Professor 
and Head, School of AI and 
Data Engineering, IIT Ropar, 
attended the event. The 
workshop is coordinated 
by Dr. Sonal Yadav and 
Dr. Anita Murmu, with Dr. 
Rajesh Doriya serving as the 
convener. In his address, Dr. 
Bajpai appreciated the orga-
nisers for selecting a theme 
that integrates emerging 

technologies with scientific 
computing. He said NIT 
Raipur remains committed 
to conducting academic 
programmes that align with 
evolving industry require-
ments and technological 
advancements. Delivering 
the keynote address, Dr. Vip-
parthi highlighted the trans-
formative role of AI across 
sectors such as healthcare, 
education, agriculture, and 
industry. While stressing 
AI’s immense potential to 
improve productivity, he 
urged researchers and stu-
dents to ensure its ethical 
and responsible use.

|  NATIONAL WORKSHOP | 

NIT Raipur hosts National Workshop on AI, Scientific Computing

RAIPUR: Kaizen Toyota, one of Rai-
pur’s leading automobile dealerships, 
organised its grand ‘Vyapar Sangam’ 
event at Club Paraiso, Kota, bringing 
together customers, business part-
ners and automobile enthusiasts for 
an evening focused on strengthening 
relationships and showcasing Toy-
ota’s latest offerings. The highlight of 
the event was the exclusive display of 
the Toyota Rumion, which emerged 
as the centre of attraction. Four 
Rumion vehicles were showcased, 

drawing significant interest from 
visitors who appreciated the MPV’s 
premium styling, spacious interiors, 
advanced features and suitability 
for both family and business use. To 
make the event more rewarding for 
customers, Kaizen Toyota announced 
a range of exclusive offers, including 
attractive discounts on new vehicle 
bookings, easy financing options at 
competitive interest rates, custom-
ised service packages and special 
gifts for attendees.

Kaizen Toyota strengthens customer  
connect with ‘Vyapar Sangam’

VYAPAR SANGAM

Central Chronicle News

Family escapes after 
violent daylight attack.

RAIPUR: A businessman and 
his family narrowly escaped 
a violent attack after a group 
of armed assailants allegedly 
targeted their car beneath the 
Lalpur Overbridge in Raipur on 
Sunday afternoon. The attack-
ers reportedly vandalised the 
vehicle using iron rods, sticks, 
axes, bricks and stones, while 
a gold chain also went missing 
during the incident. Police have 
registered a case and launched 
an investigation.

According to the complaint 
lodged at the New Rajendra 
Nagar police station, business-
man Pankaj Meghani, a resi-
dent of Golbazar, was travelling 
around 2 pm with his brother 
Neeraj Meghani and friends 
Tanish Meghani and Gurulal 
Panjwani when the incident 

took place. Police said that as 
the car reached beneath the 
Lalpur Overbridge, a youth 
allegedly emerged from a 
nearby shanty and threw a 
stone at the vehicle, shatter-
ing one of its windows. As 
soon as the vehicle came to a 
halt, around a dozen people 
reportedly rushed out from the 
nearby settlement armed with 
iron rods, sticks, axes, bricks 
and stones.

The accused allegedly sur-
rounded the vehicle and began 
smashing its windows and 
body with weapons and stones. 

The victims claimed they were 
attacked without any provoca-
tion. Fearing for their safety, 
the occupants managed to flee 
the spot before suffering seri-
ous injuries.

The complainants also 
informed police that during 
the assault and ensuing chaos, 
a gold chain was either lost or 
snatched. Police reached the 
spot after receiving informa-
tion, inspected the scene and 
began collecting evidence. 
CCTV footage from nearby 
locations is being examined to 
identify the accused.

|  V I O L E N T  D A Y L I G H T  A T T A C K  |

Businessman’s family attacked, 
car vandalised in Raipur

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a major crack-
down on anti-social ele-
ments, the Raipur Police 
conducted an exten-
sive late-night combing 
and patrol operation 
across all police station 
areas under the West 
Zone to strengthen law 
and order and enhance 
public safety. The oper-
ation was carried out 
under the guidance and 
supervision of Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(West) Robinson Guria 
during the intervening 
night of February 19–20. 
Around 110 police offi-

cers and personnel par-
ticipated in the drive, 
including the Additional 
DCP (West), Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
(Purani Basti) Devansh 
Singh Rathore, and Sta-
tion House Officers of 
Purani Basti, DD Nagar, 
Amanaka, Azad Chowk, 
Kabir Nagar, Saraswati 
Nagar, New Rajendra 
Nagar, Mujgahan, and 
Tikrapara police stations.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a move aimed 
at strengthening passen-
ger safety and improving 
traffic management, the 
Raipur Traffic Police have 
announced that the regis-
tration portal for e-rick-
shaws and auto-rickshaws 
will be reopened for 
10 days, from July 21 to 
July 30, providing a final 
opportunity for drivers 
who are yet to complete 
the process. According 

to DCP (Traffic) Dr. Arch-
ana Jha, the special reg-
istration and QR code 
campaign has received 
an encouraging response 
from vehicle operators 
across the city. So far, 
15,047 e-rickshaws and 
auto-rickshaws have been 
registered.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Deputy CM Arun Sao on 
Monday launched a sharp 
attack on the Congress, 
accusing the opposition 
of spreading confusion 
and attempting to create 
unrest by raising issues 
such as the NEET exami-
nation leak, smart meters, 
the Uniform Civil Code 
(UCC), and the CAG report 
on local bodies. Respond-
ing to the NEET contro-

versy, Sao said the govern-
ment acted promptly by 
conducting a re-examina-
tion to safeguard the inter-
ests of students. He alleged 
that despite the corrective 
measures, the Congress 
was trying to tarnish the 
government’s image and 

create an atmosphere of 
anarchy. On the proposed 
implementation of the 
UCC, Sao dismissed Con-
gress’ claims that it would 
adversely affect tribal 
communities. He said the 
government has repeat-
edly clarified that tribal 
rights would remain pro-
tected and that the draft 
law would be prepared by 
a committee headed by 
a former Supreme Court 
judge after seeking public 
suggestions.

West Zone Police 
intensify Night crime 
control drive

QR Registration Window 
reopens for Auto, 

E-Rickshaw drivers

Arun Sao targets Congress 
on NEET, UCC, Smart Meters RAIPUR: Raipur witnessed its first-

ever FIFA Fan Fest – World Cup Final 
Screening as JCI Raipur Capital (Zone-
27) organised a grand live screening of 
the World Cup final between Argen-
tina and Spain at Shagun Farms. The 
event received an overwhelming 
response, with football enthusiasts fill-
ing the venue to capacity. Fans from 
Raipur, Durg, Bhilai, and Bilaspur, 
along with JCI members, gathered to 
watch the high-voltage clash on a giant 
LED screen, creating an electrifying 
atmosphere. Cheers and celebrations 
throughout the match reflected the 

growing enthusiasm for football in the 
region. The event also featured excit-
ing games, interactive activities, and a 
variety of food stalls, providing visitors 
with a complete entertainment experi-
ence. Anchor Esha kept the audience 
engaged, while DJ Nikhil added energy 
to the evening with lively music.

Raipur hosts first-ever FIFA Fan Fest,  
draws packed crowd

FIFA FAN FEST

FACTFILE

z 110 police personnel 
conduct extensive 
crackdown on criminal 
elements.

FACTFILE

z Experts emphasize 
ethical, practical AI learning.

FACTFILE

z Focus on transparency, 
accountability and 
digital policing.
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RAIPUR: In preparation for 
the nationwide National 
Lok Adalat scheduled for 
September 12, 2026, a 
high-level review meet-
ing was held on Tuesday 
under the chairmanship 
of Special Railway Magis-
trate Mayank Soni. Orga-
nized under the direction 
and guidance of the Prin-
cipal District and Sessions 
Judge and Chairperson of 
the District Legal Services 
Authority, Raipur, the 
session brought together 
key administrative offi-
cials and post-in-charge 
officers representing all 
railway stations and out-
posts across the Raipur 
Division.

The primary objec-
tive of the meeting was 
to establish a stream-
lined, proactive proto-
col for identifying and 
categorizing compound-
able offenses under the 
Railway Act. Addressing 

the assembled officers, 
Magistrate Soni empha-
sized the necessity of 
early case identification 
to maximize the num-
ber of disputes resolved 
during the upcoming 
forum. He stated that 
the primary focus is to 
ensure compoundable 
matters are thoroughly 
screened and presented 
before the National Lok 
Adalat, providing litigants 
with an avenue for swift, 
accessible, and affordable 
justice without the burden 
of prolonged litigation.

A significant portion of 
the session was dedicated 
to familiarizing railway 
officers with the revised 

legal framework under the 
Jan Vishwas Amendment 
of Provisions Act. Officers 
were instructed to per-
form structured, time-sen-
sitive reviews of pending 
eligible cases to align with 
updated statutory pro-
visions. The magistrate 
highlighted that applying 
these amended rules dur-
ing the Lok Adalat session 
will accelerate the legal 
process and significantly 
reduce administrative 
backlogs. To ensure the 
event’s success, Mag-
istrate Soni called for 
synchronized and active 
collaboration among all 
post-in-charge officers 
across the division. 

Municipal team seals 14 shops 
over unpaid license fees

Civil Jail warrants 
issued against four 
former Sarpanchs

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Acting under the 
Team Prahari campaign, 
the Raipur Municipal Cor-
poration sealed 14 shops 
located within the garden 
complex directly opposite 
the municipal corporation 
headquarters building, 
Mahatma Gandhi Sadan. 
The operation was exe-
cuted following the direc-
tives of Raipur Police Com-
missioner Sanjeev Shukla, 
District Collector Dr. Gaurav 
Kumar Singh, and Munici-
pal Commissioner Sambit 
Mishra. The enforcement 
action was carried out 

under the guidance of Dep-
uty Commissioner for Parks 
Jagriti Sahu and in the pres-
ence of Deputy Engineer 
Ruchika Mishra. The munic-
ipal garden department 
team was assisted by the 
Municipal Investment Fly-
ing Squad and supported 
by traffic police person-
nel during the operation. 

According to officials, the 
14 shops within the garden 
complex had been licensed 
to Ganpati Infra for a five-
year period set to expire 
in August 2026. While the 
agency was operating the 
outlets, it repeatedly failed 
to deposit the mandatory 
municipal license fees as 
per established rules. 

Central Chronicle News

Arang SDM issued 
30-day civil jail 
warrants against 
four former sar-
panchs over unre-
covered govern-
ment funds.

RAIPUR: Under the direc-
tives of Collector Dr. 
Gaurav Singh, Arang 
Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
Abhilasha Paikra has 
taken strict action under 
the Panchayati Raj Act by 
issuing civil jail warrants 
against four former sar-
panchs in cases related 
to the recovery of gov-
ernment funds. The war-
rants instruct the Cen-
tral Jail Superintendent 
to place the concerned 
individuals in civil prison 
for a maximum period of 
30 days or until the out-
standing amount is fully 
deposited. The individu-
als facing action include 
Rajkumari Sahu from 
Nagarpura village pan-
chayat, Gopal Chaturvedi 
from Nakta, Roshan 
Mishra from Deoda, and 
Chitrekha Sahu from 
Rakhi village panchayat.

SDM Paikra stated that 
recovery orders for gov-
ernment funds had been 
passed against these for-
mer village heads under 
the Panchayati Raj Act. 
The recovery amounts 
were specified as Rs 4.09 
lakh for Rajkumari Sahu, 
Rs 18,23880 for Gopal 

Chaturvedi, a total of 
Rs 19,35073 for Roshan 
Mishra, and Rs 209,324 
for Chitrekha Sahu. 
Although show-cause 
notices were issued to 
all of them, they failed to 
provide satisfactory and 
legal responses, prompt-
ing the administration 
to issue the warrants. 
Following this strict mea-
sure, former sarpanchs 
Gopal Chaturvedi and 
Chitrekha Sahu immedi-
ately deposited their out-
standing dues totaling Rs 
22,33,204

The recovery orders 
were issued due to the 
non-completion of vari-
ous sanctioned develop-
ment works across their 
respective villages. In the 
case of Rajkumari Sahu, 
the funds were linked 
to the construction of a 
crematorium shed. The 
recovery from Gopal Cha-
turvedi involved works 
related to an Anganwadi 
center, concrete drains, 
a paver block road, and a 
mushroom shed. 

Central Chronicle News

AIIMS Raipur 
hosted “PEM 
Update 1.0” to 
discuss advances 
in pediatric emer-
gency and trauma 
care with 45 medi-
cal delegates.

RAIPUR: The Department 
of Paediatrics, AIIMS Rai-
pur, in association with 
the Central Zone IAP Pae-
diatric Emergency Medi-
cine (PEM) Chapter of the 
Indian Academy of Paedi-
atrics (IAP), successfully 
organised a Continuing 
Medical Education (CME) 
programme titled “PEM 
Update 1.0” on 18 July 
2026.

The academic pro-
gramme brought together 
45 delegates, including 
faculty members, consul-

tants, private practition-
ers, medical officers, and 
postgraduate students 
from across Chhattisgarh, 
to deliberate on the lat-
est advances in paediat-
ric emergency care. The 
CME was inaugurated 
by Lt. Gen. Ashok Jindal 
(Retd.), Executive Director 
& CEO, AIIMS Raipur, who 
appreciated the dedicated 
services of the Depart-
ment of Paediatrics, par-
ticularly in the field of 
paediatric trauma care. 
He highlighted that AIIMS 
Raipur is among the few 
government institutions 

in Central India providing 
comprehensive specia-
lised paediatric trauma 
services, reflecting the 
institute’s commitment to 
delivering advanced emer-
gency care for children. 
The programme featured 
eminent experts, includ-
ing Dr Neha Thakur, For-
mer National President of 
the IAP Paediatric Emer-
gency Medicine (PEM) 
Chapter (2017), and Dr 
Ajay Mishra, Consultant 
Emergency Physician, 
Artemis Hospital, Raipur. 
Dr Thakur participated 
in an interactive panel 

discussion on paediatric 
trauma, where she empha-
sized the critical impor-
tance of golden-hour 
management in improving 
outcomes among critically 
injured children.

Prof Dr DK Tripathy, 
Medical Superintendent, 
AIIMS Raipur, assured the 
Department of continued 
institutional support for 
strengthening paediatric 
emergency services. 

|   P E D I AT R I C  E M E RG E N C Y  U P DAT E   |

AIIMS Raipur organizes CME on 
paediatric emergency updates

Rail officials strategy meeting for 
upcoming National Lok Adalat

FAST FACTS
z Experts emphasized 
the vital role of golden-
hour management to 
drastically improve 
outcomes for critically 
injured children.

z	Leadership stressed 
connecting specialized 
hospital emergency 
services with primary 
healthcare workers for 
faster, safer referrals.

NEWSLINE
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RAIPUR: In a proud 
moment for Chhattis-
garh, Parakram Sinha 
(12) of Vedic International 
School and Dhawal Srivas-
tava (9) of N H Goel World 
School clinched second 
position in the LEGO Line 
Follower category at the 
Robotex India National 
Championship 2026, 
earning a place to rep-
resent India at the global 
finale in Seoul, South 
Korea. Competing among 
over 7,000 participants 
from 16 states, the duo—
trained at Raipur-based 
Robonite Robotics—stood 

out for their precision, 
programming skills, and 
innovative design. Robo-
tex, one of the world’s 
largest robotics compe-
tition platforms, hosts 

participants from over 
100 countries. Speak-
ing on the achievement, 
Ravi Sinha, Co-Founder 
of Robonite Robotics, 
said:“This achievement 

is not the result of a few 
weeks of preparation but 
of four years of contin-
uous learning, experi-

mentation and resilience. 
Robotics develops much 
more than technical 
skills—it nurtures creativ-
ity, computational think-
ing, collaboration and 
problem-solving.” 

Parakram Sinha and 
Dhawal Srivastava have 
been learning Robotics, 
Coding and Artificial 
Intelligence at Robonite 
Robotics continuously for 
the past four years. Their 
journey from enthusias-
tic beginners to national 
achievers reflects years 
of disciplined learning, 
hands-on experimenta-
tion, teamwork and per-
severance.

 | ROBOTICS SILVER MEDAL  | 

Chhattisgarh duo wins silver at Robotex India

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a major move 
to position Chhattisgarh’s 
rich natural, cultural, reli-
gious, and tribal heritage 
on national and interna-
tional stages, the Chhattis-
garh Tourism Board (CTB) 
outlined coordinated pro-
motion efforts and infra-
structure upgrades during 
its 38th Board of Directors 
meeting on Monday at the 
Board Headquarters in 
Raipur. 

Chaired by Neelu 
Sharma, Chairman of 
the Chhattisgarh Tour-
ism Board, the high-
level meeting prioritized 
expanding basic ame-
nities at tourist destina-
tions, enhancing overall 
visitor experiences, and 
driving local community 
participation as part of 
an actionable roadmap 
to elevate the state’s tour-

ism profile.
The session witnessed 

active participation from 
several prominent offi-
cials, including Secretary 
of the Tourism Depart-
ment Dr. S. Bharathidasan 
(IAS), Managing Director 
of the Chhattisgarh Tour-

ism Board Vivek Acharya 
(IFS), Under Secretary 
Ruchi Sharma, Deputy 
General Manager Poonam 
Sharma, Director of the 
Culture Department San-
jay Kannouje, along with 
official representatives 
from various government 
departments and heads of 
tourism board branches.

Demonstrating a strong 
commitment to environ-
mental sustainability, the 

meeting commenced with 
a green initiative. Manag-
ing Director Vivek Acha-
rya presented saplings to 
Chairman Neelu Sharma 
and Tourism Secretary 
Dr. S. Bharathidasan to 
symbolize the board’s 
dedication to eco-friendly 
practices, while Deputy 
General Manager Poonam 
Sharma welcomed gov-
ernment board members 
with saplings.

CTB accelerates strategic 
state development plan
Strategic plans were set to showcase Chhattisgarh’s natural, cultural, and tribal 
heritage nationally and globally while boosting local community involvement.

FASTFACTS

z  The 38th Board of 
Directors meeting, 
led by Chairman 
Neelu Sharma and 
top officials, opened 
with a green initiative 
emphasizing eco-
friendly development.

z	Priority was placed 
on upgrading basic 
facilities at tourist sites 
and improving visitor 
experiences to drive 
regional economic 
growth.

FASTFACTS

z  The recovery stems 
from incomplete civic 
works and unapproved 
fund expenditures 
across local village 
panchayats.

zFollowing the warrant 
issuance, two former 
sarpanchs promptly 
paid off their combined 
outstanding dues of 
over Rs 22.33 lakh.
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Ch’garh 
transfers over 
100 police 
officers
RAIPUR: The Chhattis-
garh Home Department 
has issued administra-
tive transfer and posting 
orders for over a hundred 
State Police Service offi-
cers in a major overhaul 
of the state police cadre.  
The extensive reshuffle 
affects officers holding the 
ranks of Additional Super-
intendent of Police and 
Deputy Superintendent 
of Police across multiple 
districts, specialized units, 
and the Police Headquar-
ters in Naya Raipur. Under 
the new orders, Rajendra 
Prasad Bhaiya has been 
posted as Superintendent 
of Police at the Police 
Training School in Main-
pat, while OP Sharma has 
been assigned as Superin-
tendent of Police for Chief 
Minister Security.

Additionally, Neeraj 
Chandrakar has been 
appointed Commandant 
of the 1st Battalion of 
the Chhattisgarh Armed 
Forces, and Gayatri Singh 
will serve as Assistant 
Inspector General for 
National Human Rights 
Commission matters at 
headquarters. State offi-
cials indicated that the 
primary objective of this 
administrative exercise is 
to enhance operational 
efficiency, strengthen dis-
trict law enforcement, and 
optimize leadership across 
armed police battalions 
and administrative divi-
sions. All transferred offi-
cers have been instructed 
to relinquish their current 
charges and report to their 
new postings immediately.

Key Project Reviews and Infrastructure 
Roadmap

During the session, the board conducted an 
extensive review of ongoing tourism projects 
and schemes, emphasizing the importance of 
timely execution, high-quality standards, and 
robust infrastructure development. Detailed dis-
cussions focused on expanding tourist facilities, 
enhancing the visual and functional appeal of key 
destinations, and integrating tourism with local 
economic growth and job creation to ensure sus-
tainable development across the state.

“This achievement 
is not the result 
of a few weeks 
of preparation 

but of four years 
of continuous 

learning, 
experimentation 
and resilience.”

Ravi Sinha 
Co-Founder of Robonite 

Robotics

WOMEN HEALTH

AWARDS

CERTIFICATE CAMPS

Experts share 
insights on 
women’s health

Documentary on 
Ramnami wins 
ntl award

Schools issue 
student official 
certificates

RAIPUR: The Jay Haritima 
Women Committee of 
Indira Gandhi Agricul-
tural University orga-
nized a health awareness 
program at the Krishi Vig-
yan Kendra auditorium in 
Raipur. Main speaker Dr. 
Shuchita Gaur delivered 
detailed guidance on cer-
vical cancer, menopause, 
polycystic ovary disease, 
urinary tract infections, 
and maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle, emphasizing 
that timely check-ups 
and a balanced diet can 
prevent severe illnesses. 
The event featured  
competitions, interactive 
Q&A sessions.

RAIPUR: The 72nd National 
Film Awards honored 
“Ram-nami” as the Best 
Documentary Film, bring-
ing pride to Chhattisgarh. 
Culture Minister Rajesh 
Agarwal congratulated 
director Bharatbala Gana-
pathy and his team, calling 
the national recognition a 
celebration of the state’s 
rich spiritual and cultural 
legacy. The film highlights 
the unique Ramnami com-
munity, known for tat-
tooing Lord Ram’s name 
across their bodies.

RAIPUR: On the instruc-
tions of Collector Dr. Gau-
rav Singh, special camps 
were organized across 
government schools in 
the Mandir Hasaud area 
to issue essential income, 
caste, and residence cer-
tificates directly to stu-
dents at their institutions. 

Guided by Sub-Divi-
sional Magistrate Abhi-
lasha Paikra, official 
teams verified student 
documentation on-site to 
ensure timely issuance. 
Certificate distribution 
included approximately 
30 students each at 
government schools in 
Godhi, Ganod, and Kotra-
bhasa, along with 20 in 
Bargaon, 30 in Chand-
khuri, 35 in Kosamk-
hunta, and 40 in Gujra. 

Raipur News



Heavy rain damages 
paddy crop,  
re-sowing likely

Central Chronicle News

Although the heavy 
downpour success-
fully filled regional 
reservoirs and boosted 
long-term irrigation 
prospects, the imme-
diate impact on local 
fields has been devas-
tating.
 
BILASPUR: Heavy rainfall 
across Bilaspur district 
has severely damaged 
standing paddy crops. 
Excessive waterlogging 
has caused freshly sown 
seeds to rot and washed 
away transplanted seed-
lings across hundreds of 
acres, forcing farmers to 
prepare for costly re-sow-
ing operations. Although 
the heavy downpour suc-
cessfully filled regional 
reservoirs and boosted 
long-term irrigation pros-
pects, the immediate 
impact on local fields has 
been devastating. Cultiva-
tors who utilized the tradi-
tional Lei method as well 
as standard transplanting 
techniques suffered the 

heaviest losses, as stag-
nant water failed to drain 
away quickly enough to 
save the young plants. 
The crisis is further com-
pounded by the fact that 
dry sowing was already 
lagging significantly 
behind seasonal targets 
due to the delayed onset 
of the monsoon. Agricul-
tural authorities are now 
preparing to conduct a 
comprehensive damage 
assessment to evaluate 
the true financial scale of 
the loss and determine 
appropriate support mea-
sures for affected families. 
With kharif crop yields 
now in jeopardy, farmers 
face a tough uphill battle 
to recover their season. 
Heavy rain destroyed 
paddy fields in many ares, 
forcing many local farm-
ers to opt for re-sowing.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: St. Xavier’s 
High School, Vyapar 
Vihar, Bilaspur, orga-
nized an engaging 
English Extempore com-
petition for Classes V to 
VIII alongside an Elo-
cution competition for 
Classes IX to XII. The 
primary objective of 
hosting these events was 
to cultivate public speak-
ing skills, boost self-con-
fidence, and enhance 
language proficiency 
among the participating 
students.

Conducted under the 
thoughtful guidance of 
Principal J. S. Hundal 
and Vice Principal Ran-
jana Bahadur, the event 
witnessed enthusias-
tic participation from 
students representing 
all four school houses. 
Esteemed judges Aad-
itya Prasad Katare and 
Preeti Singh evaluated 
the contestants across 
multiple parameters, 

including content rich-
ness, speech fluency, 
accurate pronunciation, 
confidence, and over-
all presentation, while 
also providing valuable 
constructive feedback 
to help students refine 
their skills. The competi-

tions saw spirited rivalry 
among the houses. In 
the Extempore category, 
Newton House claimed 
the top spot, with Gali-
leo House securing sec-
ond place and Einstein 
House finishing third. In 
the Elocution category, 
Galileo House emerged 
as the victor, while Ein-
stein House and Newton 
House secured second 
and third positions, 
respectively. Individual 
excellence was also cel-
ebrated, with Anshika 
Rathore taking home 
the gold medal in the 

Extempore competition 
and Mahima Jha winning 
gold in Elocution.

C o o r d i n a t e d 
smoothly by Nazneen, 
Pradeep Pandey, Numita 
Kisku, and Aparna 
Mishra, the event ended 
on a high note. Principal 
Hundal praised the stu-
dents for their impres-
sive performances, 
emphasizing the vital 
role such platforms play 
in building confident 
communicators, before 
concluding with a lively 
prize distribution cere-
mony.

| NURTURING COMMUNICATORS |

SXHS Bilaspur hosts elocution 
and extempore competitions

Police arrest prime accused  
in courtroom disruption case
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur Police have 
arrested the prime 
accused in a Bilaspur 
courtroom disruption 
case.

 
BILASPUR:  The Civil 
Lines police in Bilaspur 
have arrested twenty-
eight-year-old Amritdas 
Dahariya, a resident of 
Belsari village in Takhat-
pur, for allegedly creat-
ing a severe disturbance 
inside the court prem-
ises and obstructing 
public servants from 
performing their offi-
cial duties. According to 
authorities, the chaotic 
incident took place when 
an accused involved in 
an atrocity case was pro-
duced before the Special 
Court in Bilaspur for 
judicial remand. Dahar-
iya, along with several 
associates, arrived at 
the court complex to 
demand the immediate 
release of the accused 
individual. The aggres-
sive group allegedly 

pushed police personnel 
on duty, disrupted ongo-
ing judicial proceedings, 
used foul language, and 
threatened the officers 
with dire consequences 
before fleeing the scene. 
Following a formal writ-
ten complaint filed by 
the police team, a case 

was registered under 
the relevant sections 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita. After conduct-
ing a swift investigation, 
law enforcement officers 
located Dahariya, took 
him into custody, and 
presented him before the 
judicial magistrate, who 
subsequently remanded 
him to judicial custody. 
Investigators confirmed 
that active efforts are 
currently underway 
to trace and arrest the 
remaining accomplices 
involved in the court-
room assault.

FASTFACTS

z Judges Aaditya 
Prasad Katare and 
Preeti Singh assessed 
participants and  also 
gave them valuable tips 
for improvement. 

ACCUSED

HC told Uslapur 
Goods Shed 
lacks infra 
BILASPUR: The Chhattis-
garh High Court on Thurs-
day heard two petitions 
filed by a labour union 
and the Truck Owners’ 
Association challenging 
the Railways’ decision 
to shift Bilaspur’s goods 
shed to Uslapur. During 
the hearing, a committee 
report on the availabil-
ity of basic infrastruc-
ture at the new freight 
terminal was submitted 
before the court. At the 
previous hearing, Justice 
A.K. Prasad had directed 
the Bilaspur Collector 
to constitute a commit-
tee to inspect facilities at 
the Uslapur Goods Shed. 
In compliance with the 
order, a team headed 
by the Municipal Corpo-
ration Commissioner, 
along with the Railways’ 
Senior Divisional Com-
mercial Manager and the 
PWD Executive Engineer, 
inspected the site and 
submitted its report.

MISHAP

Trailer 
overturns, road 
worker killed
BILASPUR: A 32-year-old 
woman labourer was 
killed after a gravel-laden 
trailer overturned and 
crushed her while she was 
cleaning the roadside on 
the Ambikapur National 
Highway near Ratanpur 
on Saturday afternoon. 
According to police, the 
accident occurred near 
Chhotu Dhaba under the 
Ratanpur police station 
limits when the speeding 
trailer, travelling towards 
Bilaspur, reportedly went 
out of control. The driver 
allegedly failed to regain 
control of the vehicle, 
causing it to overturn 
onto the roadside where 
a group of workers was 
engaged in cleaning oper-
ations. The deceased 
was identified as Mahima 
Kosle, a resident of Bhar-
vidih village. She died 
on the spot after being 
trapped beneath the over-
turned trailer. Following 
the incident, fellow work-
ers alerted the police and 
emergency services. Offi-
cers from Ratanpur police 
station reached the spot, 
recovered the body and 
sent it for post-mortem 
examination. The acci-
dent disrupted traffic on 
the highway for some time 
before the overturned 
trailer was removed with 
the help of a crane, allow-
ing normal traffic move-
ment to resume. 

COUNSELLING

Engg aspirants 
called for 
counseling 

NEWSLINE
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BILASPUR:  A two-day 
National Seminar on 
Indian Languages, Cul-
ture, Identity, and Knowl-
edge Traditions com-
menced at Guru Ghasidas 
Vishwavidyalaya, Bilas-
pur. Jointly organized by 
the university’s Depart-
ment of English and For-
eign Language, Shiksha 
Sanskriti Utthan Nyas, 
and Gujarat Sahitya 
Academy, the inaugural 
session brought together 
distinguished academic 

leaders. In his address, 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Alok Kumar Chakrawal 
described Indian lan-
guages as the foundation 
of national conscious-
ness and social unity. 
He urged researchers 
to integrate indigenous 
linguistic wisdom with 

modern innovation to 
help build a self-reliant 
India. Chief Guest Dr. 
Bhagyesh Jha highlighted 
language as the primary 
medium for transmitting 
cultural identity, stress-
ing the critical role of 
universities in preserving 
native tongues. Guest of 

Honour Prof. Nageshwar 
Rao commended the 
institution’s rapid growth 
in research and praised 

its initiative in publish-
ing books across various 
regional languages. Fur-
thermore, Prof. Virendra 
Kumar Saraswat empha-
sized Indian languages 
as channels of social 
harmony, while Prof. Nil-
ambari Dave highlighted 
their vast literary rich-
ness and global impor-
tance. Dr. Jayendra Sinh 
Jadhav outlined the acad-
emy’s ongoing preserva-
tion efforts, and Regis-
trar Prof. Ashwini Kumar 
Dixit also addressed the 
gathering.

| TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE   | 

Natl seminar on Indian language and culture begins 
HC stays departmental 
inquiry against SI 
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court has 
stayed departmental pro-
ceedings initiated against 
a police sub-inspector, 
observing that a depart-
mental inquiry and a 
criminal trial based on the 
same allegations cannot 
proceed simultaneously.  
Chhattisgarh High Court 
granted interim relief, 
observing that depart-
mental proceedings can-
not continue alongside 
a pending criminal case 
on identical allegations. 

The petitioner, S.K. 
Kosharia, a sub-inspec-
tor approached the High 
Court after departmental 
proceedings were initi-
ated against him nearly 
two months after an FIR 
was registered at Katghora 
police station under the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. 
Through his counsel, the 
petitioner argued that 
since a criminal case on 
the same set of allegations 
is already pending before 
the competent court, the 
parallel departmental 
inquiry would prejudice 
his defence.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: During recent 
proceedings in the 
Chhattisgarh Assem-
bly, key public interest 
issues were brought to 
the forefront by law-
makers seeking adminis-
trative intervention and 
developmental reform. 
Takhatpur MLA Dha-
ramjeet Singh raised a 
significant matter dur-
ing Zero Hour regard-
ing the long-pending 
demand to grant full 
revenue village status to 
five dependent hamlets 
in his constituency. 

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y, 
Beltara MLA Sushant 
Shukla highlighted 
alleged administrative 
irregularities occurring 
at local fair price shops 
during Question Hour, 
prompting immediate 
legislative scrutiny.

Taking up the cause 
of marginalized rural 
populations, MLA Dha-
ramjeet Singh urged 
the state government 
to officially declare 
Ghanapara, Ajaypur, 
Laripara, Kalmitar, and 
Chakrakunda as inde-
pendent revenue vil-
lages. He emphasized 
that these localities, 
primarily inhabited by 
Other Backward Classes 
and tribal communities, 

continue to be classified 
merely as dependent 
hamlets under existing 
gram panchayats. This 
dependent administra-
tive status has severely 
stalled basic infrastruc-
tural development and 
systematically deprived 
local residents of essen-
tial welfare benefits and 
civic amenities. Singh 
pointed out that con-
verting these hamlets 
into revenue villages 
would not impose any 
substantial financial 
burden on the state 
exchequer, making it 
a feasible and high-im-

pact move for grass-
roots empowerment.In 
another intense legisla-
tive session, the Assem-
bly turned its attention 
to public distribution 
system operations after 
MLA Sushant Shukla 
raised serious concerns 
over shop practices. 
Shukla alleged that 
women self-help groups 
operating fair price out-
lets were being pres-
sured under adminis-
trative patronage to sell 
spices through public 
ration shops. Further-
more, he raised red flags 
regarding physical stock 
verifications conducted 

across 87 fair price shops 
in the Beltara region 
between January 2025 
and March 2026, point-
ing out potential record 
manipulation by shop 
operators.In response, 
Food Minister Dayaldas 
Baghel denied any prior 
knowledge regarding 
the commercial sale of 
spices through public 
ration outlets. 

He clarified that offi-
cial stock verification 
drives were conducted 
strictly following a 
25-day inspection pro-
tocol per outlet, add-
ing that stern legal and 
administrative action 
had already been 
enforced wherever dis-
crepancies were dis-
covered. However, as 
heated debates contin-
ued over the validity of 
stock records, Assem-
bly Speaker Dr. Raman 
Singh intervened deci-
sively. 

Dharamjeet seeks revenue 
village status for 5 habitats 

MLA Dharamjit Singh said that with revenue village status given to the villages, many  
land-related working would become easier for the local villagers.

FASTFACTS

z Takhatpur MLA 
demanded revenue 
village status to unlock 
crucial development 
benefits.

zBeltara MLA Sushant 
Shukla raised the 
alleged irregularities at 
the local PDS outlet. 

HC seeks 
missing 
records of life 
convict
BILASPUR: The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court has 
expressed serious con-
cern over the delay in 
hearing a life convict’s 
remission plea due to 
missing judicial records. 
The division bench, 
comprising Chief Justice 
Ramesh Sinha and 
Justice Ravindra Kumar 
Agrawal, was informed 
that the Sessions Judge’s 
office in Raipur could 
not trace the original 
case file belonging to the 
convict, Nawab Khan 
alias Danny. 

Having been in prison 
to serve a life sentence 
since 2011, the peti-
tioner’s plea for early 
release has hit an admin-
istrative hurdle because 
of this critical file going 
missing. 

Taking strict note of 
the situation, the high 
court directed the rel-
evant authorities to 
either trace the missing 
records within a week 
or submit a detailed 
report outlining the 
action taken against 
the officials responsible 
for this administrative 
negligence. The bench 
emphasized that such 
lapses in handling offi-
cial court records under-
mine the judicial process 
and unnecessarily pro-
long the legal proceed-
ings for convicts seeking 
legitimate relief under 
the law.
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“Drainage system is being 
repaired  on priority basis to 
ensure that city does not face 

water-logging again ..”  

Sanjay Agrawal   
Collector, Bilaspur

BILASPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Institute of Technology 
(CIT), Bilaspur, formerly 
known as Government 
Engineering College, has 
recorded an impressive 
start to admissions for 
the 2026-27 academic 
session, with 278 of the 
393 approved B.Tech 
seats filled in the first 
round. The institute, one 
of the state’s oldest engi-
neering colleges with a 
legacy spanning over six 
decades, has attributed 
the strong response to its 
recent national achieve-
ments in innovation, start-
ups and research, along 
with its rebranding as CIT.

Independent  inquiry ordered

As the issue became more and more debatable, 
the Speaker ordered a comprehensive, independent 
inquiry to investigate both the unauthorized sale of 
spices and the broader stock discrepancies across 
fair price shops. The Food Minister concurred 
with the directive, assuring the House that a thor-
ough investigation would be conducted promptly to 
ensure transparency in welfare distribution.

FASTFACTS

z Heavy rainfall across 
Bilaspur has caused 
extensive damage to 
paddy crops across 
hundreds of acres, 
leaving farmers in 
distress.

FASTFACTS

z The arrested man 
allegedly assaulted 
police officers and 
disrupted judicial court 
proceedings. 

“Indian 
languages are 
the foundation 

of national 
consciousness 

and unity.” 
Prof. Alok Chakrawal 
V-C, GGU (Bilaspur) 
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Senior Himachal CPI 
(M) leader Sanjay 
Chauhan launched 
attack on  NDA govt 
for  lathi charge on 
Cockroach Janta 
Party protesters.

SHIMLA: Senior Himachal 
CPI (M) leader Sanjay 
Chauhan on Monday 
launched a blistering 
attack on the NDA gov-
ernment for the ‘brutal’ 
lathi charge on Cockroach 
Janta Party protesters 
and accused Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah of “ruthlessly 
crushing democracy”. 
Alleging that the central 
government was acting in 
a “fascist manner” under 
the directions of the RSS 
to silence dissent and 

destroy the democratic 
structure, Chauhan said 
the CPI(M) fully supports 
the protesters and called 
upon the youth across the 
country to launch a cam-
paign to oust the Naren-
dra Modi government. 
Talking to the media 
here, he accused the Cen-
tre of resorting to repres-
sive measures against 
the protesters, who were 
demanding reforms in 
the examination system, 
resignation of Union Min-
ister of Education Min-
ister Dharmender Prad-
han and scrapping of the 
National Testing Agency 
for repeated paper leaks.
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“The Museum of Word, 
launched in Kolkata, is a major 

initiative to preserve India’s 
linguistic heritage.”

Amit Shah 
Union Home Minister

Press Trust Of India

BHOPAL: The Madhya 
Pradesh Cabinet has 
approved an outlay of Rs 
776.13 crore to upgrade 
73 health institutions 
across the state as part of 
its efforts to strengthen 
healthcare infrastructure 
and improve access to 
quality medical services, 
particularly in rural and 
semi-urban areas.

According to the Cab-
inet decision, 29 sub
-health centres will be 
upgraded into six-bed 
Primary Health Centres 
(PHCs), while 19 PHCs 
will be expanded into 

Community Health Cen-
tres (CHCs). In addition, 
18 CHCs will be upgraded 
into 50-bed civil hospi-
tals, and seven health 
institutions will be devel-
oped into 100-bed hospi-
tals. The government said 
the expansion is aimed 
at enhancing healthcare 
facilities, increasing bed 

capacity and reducing 
pressure on existing hos-
pitals. To support the 
upgraded infrastructure, 
the Cabinet approved the 
creation of 1,600 regular 
posts and 71 contractual 
positions. 

It also sanctioned the 
engagement of 560 per-
sonnel through outsourc-

ing agencies to ensure 
the smooth function-
ing of the facilities. The 
Council of Ministers fur-
ther approved an annual 
expenditure of Rs 122.83 
crore for the operation 
and maintenance of the 
upgraded institutions.

Officials said the 
strengthened health-
care network will benefit 
residents of the imme-

diate areas as well as 
neighbouring regions by 
improving access to med-
ical services and reducing 
the need to travel long 
distances for specialised 
treatment. “The initiative 
will strengthen the state’s 
preparedness to address 
public health challenges 
and improve overall 
patient care. The expan-
sion of civil hospitals and 
establishment of 100-bed 
facilities are expected to 
particularly benefit rural 
populations, who often 
face difficulties in access-
ing advanced medical 
services,” a government 
official said.

MP Cabinet nods Rs 776 cr  
for upgrading health facilities

The MP Cabinet has approved an outlay of Rs 776.13 cr to upgrade 73 health 
institutions  in the state to boost healthcare services.

Attack on CJP protesters 
Uncalled for: CPI(M)

|  P A R T Y  O R G A N I S A T I O N  |
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Haryana CM  Nayab 
Singh Saini said the 
state govt is imple-
menting schemes 
to make ‘Gaushalas’ 
financially self-reliant.

CHANDIGARH:Haryana 
Chief Minister Nayab 
Singh Saini on Monday 
said the state government 
is implementing several 
schemes to make ‘Gausha-
las’ financially self-reliant. 
As part of these initiatives, 
820 e-rickshaws will be 

provided to gaushalas 
across the state for the 
care and management of 
livestock, he said while 
presiding over a meeting 
of the High-Powered Pur-
chase Committee here. 
Saini said that under the 
scheme, Gaushalas hous-
ing up to 1,000 cattle will 

be provided one e-rick-
shaw, while those with 
more than 1,000 cattle will 
receive two e-rickshaws. 
The Committee approved 
the procurement of the 
e-rickshaws for Rs 10.25 
crore, an official state-
ment said. Saini that 
Haryana has 770 gausha-
las, of which 553 house 
fewer than 1,000 cattle, 
79 accommodate up to 
2,000 cattle, 20 have up to 
3,000 cattle, eight have up 
to 4,000 cattle, while one 
gaushala each houses up 
to 5,000 and 6,000 cattle, 
respectively.

Schemes to be launched to make  
gaushalas self-reliant: CM Saini

SP workers 
held during 
protest
L U C K N O W : S a m a j w a d i 
Party leaders and workers 
on Monday staged a pro-
test in Lucknow in support 
of students demonstrat-
ing over the NEET issue 
at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar 
and demanded the resig-
nation of Union Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan. According to a 
statement issued by the 
party, the protest was also 
held against the alleged 
detention of SP Members 
of Parliament, led by party 
MP Dimple Yadav, during 
a demonstration at Jantar 
Mantar in New Delhi in 
support of NEET aspirants.

Top Janata Dal (U), Bihar ministers to 
tour UP to boost party’s organisation
Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW: Top leaders of 
the Janata Dal (United), 
including ministers from 
the Bihar government, 
will tour Uttar Pradesh 
to strengthen the party’s 
organisation ahead of the 
2027 Assembly elections, 
a senior party leader said 
on Saturday. The move 
assumes significance as 
the JD(U) is a key constitu-
ent of the NDA and shares 
power in Bihar. According 
to a press statement, the 
announcement followed 
a meeting of the party’s 

Uttar Pradesh state exec-
utive in Lucknow, chaired 
by state president Anoop 
Singh Patel and attended 
by Bihar Rural Develop-
ment Minister and JD(U) 
Legislature Party leader 
Shravan Kumar. Address-
ing reporters after the 
meeting, Patel said the 
party would organise con-
ferences at the divisional, 

district and Assembly 
constituency levels, fol-
lowed by a state-level 
convention to be attended 
by JD(U) national work-
ing president Sanjay 
Jha. He said senior party 
leaders and Bihar min-
isters would undertake 
extensive organisational 
and public outreach pro-
grammes across Uttar 
Pradesh in the run-up to 
the 2027 polls. The party 
also decided to begin 
identifying prospective 
candidates by inviting 
names from district units 
and state office-bearers.

POONCH

Four persons 
killed in mishap

In Jammu and Kash-
mir at least four people, 
including three women, 
were killed, and several 
went missing after heavy 
rains triggered landslides 
and flash floods in the 
Poonch district early 
today. Akashvani’s corre-
spondent reports that all 
the deaths were reported 
from the worst-affected 
Surankote tehsil, where 
authorities have deployed 
rescue teams and inten-
sified relief operations to 
reach stranded residents, 
clear affected areas, and 
provide immediate assis-
tance to those impacted 
by the heavy rains. A 
28-year-old woman was 
killed when her house 
collapsed in Noonabandi 
village of Poonch.

JAMMU

Flood,  land-slide 
claims four in J-K

In Jammu and Kashmir 
the Rajouri town was hit 
by flash floods following 
incessant overnight rain-
fall, forcing hundreds of 
residents to move to safer 
locations as floodwaters 
inundated low-lying areas, 
including the new bus 
stand at Bela Colony early 
today. Akashvani Jammu 
Correspondent reports 
that dozens of vehicles 
were swept away or sub-
merged after overflow-
ing rivers breached their 
banks, causing widespread 
disruption. The rescue and 
relief teams, assisted by 
the local administration, 
were engaged in evac-
uating affected families 
and assessing the heavy 
damage to public and pri-
vate property in the flash 
floods. 

HIGHLIGHT

z CM dr Mohan Yadav 
said the expansion is 
aimed at enhancing 
healthcare facilities. 

|  GAUSHALA | 
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KOCHI: KSU state presi-
dent Aloshious Xavier on 
Monday met Kerala Chief 
Minister V D Satheesan 
and raised the student 
association’s concerns 
over the appointment of 
a former SFI leader as a 
government pleader. He 
said he was satisfied with 
the discussion. Speak-
ing to reporters after 

the meeting, Xavier said 
he had conveyed all the 
complaints and concerns 
of the Kerala Students 
Union regarding the 
appointment to the chief 
minister. “The chief min-
ister heard us patiently. 

It is now for the govern-
ment to take a decision. 
We hope it will be a pos-
itive one. This is our gov-
ernment and our chief 
minister,” he said. 

When asked whether 
Satheesan had assured 
him that the controver-
sial appointment would 
be withheld, Xavier 
declined to give a direct 
reply, saying that he had 
only apprised the chief 

minister of the KSU’s con-
cerns and was happy with 
the outcome of the meet-
ing. He also dismissed 
suggestions that the KSU, 
the Congress’ students 
union, was heading for 
an open confrontation 
with the party-led UDF 
government, saying it 
would be inappropri-
ate to speculate on the 
government’s decision 
before it was taken.

KSU chief meets Kerala CM over  
government pleader appointment row

| LAURELS | 

India wins 4 medals in Biology Olympiad 
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India deliv-
ered another impres-
sive performance on the 
global academic stage, 
with all four members of 
its team winning medals 
at the 37th International 
Biology Olympiad (IBO) 
2026 held in Vilnius, Lith-
uania, from July 12 to 19. 
The Indian contingent 

secured one gold medal 
and three silver medals 
in the prestigious interna-
tional competition, which 
brought together 307 
students from 78 coun-
tries. A total of 31 gold, 
61 silver and 91 bronze 
medals were awarded 
at this year’s Olympiad. 
Bhavyaa Gunwal from 
Mahendragarh, Haryana, 
won the gold medal, while 

Soumil Maity from How-
rah, West Bengal, Nishit 
Kalani from Pali, Rajas-

than, and Anmol Kumar 
from Mansa, Punjab, each 
secured silver medals. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi congratulated the 
Indian team for its out-
standing performance.
In a post on X, PM Modi 
said, “It is a matter of 
immense happiness that 
in the 37th International 
Biology Olympiad held in 
Vilnius, Lithuania, all four 
Indian team members 
secured medals, including 
one Gold.” 

People at a book stall during the inauguration of 9-day Chinar Book festival, in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir, Saturday.  

Chinar Book festival in Srinagar

NEW DELHI: Minister of 
State for Personnel, Pub-
lic Grievances and Pen-
sions, Dr. Jitendra Singh, 
stated that grievance 
redressal must move 
beyond the mere disposal 
of complaints to genu-
inely focus on address-
ing the concerns and 
aspirations of pension-
ers. Speaking at the 2nd 

National Workshop on 
Pension Litigation in New 
Delhi, Dr. Singh empha-
sized that pension-re-
lated disputes should be 
resolved administratively, 
ensuring that elderly citi-
zens are not forced to 
approach the courts for 
justice. Highlighting the 
government’s initiatives, 
Dr. Singh informed the 

g a t h e r i n g 
that the 
Department 
of Pension 
and Pen-
s i o n e r s ’ 
W e l f a r e 

has introduced several 
citizen-centric reforms. 
Notably, the department 
has digitized pension ser-
vices through advanced 

online systems to signifi-
cantly improve transpar-
ency, accountability, and 
overall efficiency. Also 
addressing the workshop, 
Attorney General R. Ven-
kataramani stressed the 
critical need for coor-
dinated efforts among 
departments to achieve 
the goal of zero pension 
litigation. 

Grievance redressal should focus on 
addressing concerns: Dr. Jitendra Singh

Protest in Thane against 
Amazon data centre 
THANE: Several hundred 
persons staged a protest 
on Saturday against a 
proposed data centre of 
Amazon in Balkum area 
of Thane city, claiming 
that it would pose an envi-
ronmental threat, create 
noise pollution and con-
sume large amounts of 
water and electricity. The 
US-headquartered e-com-
merce giant, however, 

said it was complying 
with all environmental 
laws, and the data centre 
would not utilise local 
power and water sources. 
The protesters, most of 
them residents of Bal-
kum, Kolshet and Dhokali 
areas, claimed that the 
data centre, planned on a 
53-acre plot, will require 
at least 12 million litres of 
water every day.

District admin rescue shepherd from 
remote Bada Bhangal area of Kangra
SHIMLA:  The administra-
tion and local residents 
carried out a joint rescue 
operation under extremely 
difficult conditions to save 
a shepherd in remote Bada 
Bhangal area of Himachal’s 
Kangra district, officials 
said on Monday. The shep-
herd, Nirjal Kumar, was 
grazing his flock in a des-
ignated pasture in Bada 
Bhangal when he suddenly 

suffered a severe health 
issue similar to paralysis, 
leaving him unable to walk 
or move. Upon receiving 
news, the Baijnath and 
Bharmour administrations 
immediately swung into 

action. As helicopter ser-
vices were unavailable due 
to inclement weather, the 
Bharmour administration 
dispatched 13 member 
ground rescue team.

The administration and 
local residents carried out 
a joint rescue operation 
under extremely difficult 
conditions to save the 
shepherd’s life, the offi-
cials added.

CHENNAI

Fugitive caught 
after 17 years

The Land Fraud Inves-
tigation Wing of the Cen-
tral Crime Branch (CCB) 
achieved a major break-
through by arresting 
55-year-old Shanmuga-
sundaram, who had been 
evading the law for nearly 
17 years. The fugitive was 
wanted under a non-bail-
able warrant issued by the 
Special Metropolitan Mag-
istrate Court at Egmore. 
The high-profile case 
dates back to 2008, when 
a local resident lodged a 
formal complaint alleging 
that Shanmugasundaram 
and his wife had systemat-
ically attempted to usurp 
a prime property.

CHANDIGARH

PM slams  
political rivals

PM Narendra Modi 
launched a blistering 
political offensive against 
opposition parties while 
addressing public concerns 
regarding law, order, and 
governance in Punjab. In 
a fiery address, the Prime 
Minister launched a direct 
attack on the ruling Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), charac-
terizing the administration 
as deeply deeply mired in 
corruption and adminis-
trative inefficiency. He did 
not spare the state’s tra-
ditional opposition forces 
either, asserting that both 
the Congress party and 
the Shiromani Akali Dal 
(SAD) are thoroughly 
plagued by intense inter-
nal conflict, leadership 
crises, and severe political 
factionalism. 

NEWSLINE
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BAIKUNTHPUR: A tribal 
youth and student organi-
zation staged a major pro-
test on July 19 regarding the 
alleged suicide of a minor 
tribal student associated 
with ‘IC Mart’ in Baikunth-
pur, Koriya district. Police 
stopped a large number 
of the organization’s 
office-bearers and activ-
ists—who were marching to 
lay siege to the Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) office—
by erecting barricades near 
Manas Bhavan. 

A delegation, including 
former MP Nand Kumar 

Sai, went to submit a mem-
orandum to the Superin-
tendent of Police. They 
handed over the mem-
orandum to the Koriya 
SP, demanding swift and 
impartial action against the 
guilty. Describing the mat-
ter as extremely serious 
and sensitive, the organi-
zation appealed for justice 
for the victim’s family and 
urged that strict measures 
be taken to prevent the 
recurrence of such inci-
dents in the future. The 
memorandum alleges that 
the minor tribal student 
was subjected to men-
tal harassment, casteist 

remarks, false accusations 
of theft, and physical 
assault by the operators 
of IC Mart. The organiza-
tion states that the student 
suffered severe mental 
trauma due to these inci-
dents, which drove her to 
take the extreme step of 
committing suicide. There 
is widespread outrage 
within the tribal commu-
nity over this incident. The 
memorandum notes that 
concerns are arising within 
the community regarding 
the pace of the investiga-
tion and the fact that not 
all the accused have been 
arrested yet. 

Central Chronicle News

MCB: The final day of the 
career counselling series—
organized on the occasion 
of World Youth Skills Day 
under the ‘Beti Bachao, 
Beti Padhao’ campaign 
run by the Department 
of Women and Child 
Development—concluded 
enthusiastically today at 
the Government Girls’ 
Middle School, Jhagra-

khand. The program 
aimed to raise awareness 
among girls regarding edu-
cation, careers, skill devel-
opment, self-reliance, 
and the various opportu-
nities available in life. A 
large number of students 
participated in the final 
day’s session and received 
guidance from experts. 
During the program, stu-
dents were provided with 
detailed information on 

higher education, compet-
itive examinations, vari-
ous vocational courses, 
skill development pro-
grams, and opportuni-
ties for employment and 
self-employment. Experts 
motivated the girls to set 
goals aligned with their 
interests and capabil-
ities and to work hard 
consistently. They also 
conveyed the message 
that education and skills 

form the strongest foun-
dation for a self-reliant 
and empowered future. 
Shailaja Gupta, a Gender 
Expert from the Women’s 
Empowerment Center of 
the Department of Women 
and Child Development, 
provided detailed informa-
tion to the girls on gender 
equality, self-confidence, 
leadership qualities, and 
various aspects of wom-
en’s empowerment. 

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: In view of the 
heavy rainfall warning 
issued by the India Mete-
orological Department 
for the district, Collector 
Kundan Kumar and Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Bhojram Patel held 
an emergency meeting 
with officials on Saturday 
to review preparations 

for handling potential 
flood disasters in detail. 
During the meeting, they 
instructed all departments 
to remain vigilant and pre-
pared with advance plan-
ning, rapid coordination, 
and effective action plans. 
Specifically inquiring about 
relief and rescue arrange-
ments for the Achanakmar 
region and other inacces-
sible areas, the Collector 

stated that no negligence 
would be tolerated in the 
event of a potential disas-
ter. He directed the estab-
lishment of 24x7 control 
rooms at both the sub-divi-
sional and district levels, 
the deployment of medi-
cal teams from the Health 
Department, and the 
readiness of relief camps 
equipped with all neces-
sary amenities. 

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP) 
Bhojram Patel held a 
meeting with all gazetted 
officers, station/out-
post in-charges, and the 
Cyber Cell, issuing strict 
instructions to maintain 
constant surveillance on 
illegal activities, migrant 
outsiders, and suspicious 
individuals. Directives 
were issued requiring all 
landlords to mandatorily 

verify their tenants and 
register details of ten-
ants arriving from within 
or outside the state on 
the Chhattisgarh Police’s 

‘Samadhan App’. Sta-
tion/outpost in-charges 
were instructed to raise 
awareness among land-
lords, issue notices, and 

verify the documents of 
street vendors. Instruc-
tions were also given to 
ensure the daily entry of 
employees working in 
industrial units, ‘dhabas’, 
lodges, and hotels, as well 
as tourists/visitors staying 
there, into the ‘Samad-
han App’. An appeal was 
made to the general pub-
lic to immediately report 
information regarding 
suspicious individuals 
via the toll-free number 
1800-233-1905. 

Complaints of quality 
of construction  
raise questions
Central Chronicle News

KORIYA/PATNA: 
MUNGELI: Develop-

ment works being under-
taken by the Mungeli 
Municipal Council (MMC) 
have once again become 
a topic of discussion. 
Various construction 
projects costing crores of 
rupees are underway in 
the city, with the aim of 
providing better ameni-
ties to citizens. 

However, complaints 
regarding the quality of 
construction have raised 
questions about the 
transparency and stan-
dards of these schemes. 
Specifically, flaws have 
been detected in the con-
struction of the footpath 
stretching from Daupara 
Chowk to the Collector’s 

residence.
Reportedly, this foot-

path is being constructed 
at a cost of approximately 
Rs. 51 lakh. Local res-
idents had repeatedly 
raised concerns about 
the quality during the 
construction process. 
Subsequently, municipal 
officials inspected the site 
and discovered several 
serious deficiencies. 

A notice issued by the 
Chief Municipal Officer 
states that the inspection 
revealed the paver blocks 
had subsided in several 
locations, casting doubt 
on the footpath’s struc-
tural integrity.  Further-
more, the preparation 
of the base layer prior to 
laying the paver blocks 
did not meet prescribed 
technical standards. 

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: Following a 
warning issued by the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) regarding thunder-
storms, lightning, and 
isolated extremely heavy 
rainfall in the district over 
the next 48 to 72 hours, 
Collector and District Mag-
istrate Kundan Kumar has 
issued emergency orders 
for comprehensive pre-di-
saster preparedness. Issued 
under the Disaster Man-
agement Act, 2005, this 

order directs all concerned 
departments to operate in 
‘alert mode’ with imme-
diate effect. The Collector 
stated that heavy rainfall 
could lead to flash floods, 
rising water levels in the 
Maniyari and Shivnath riv-
ers, heavy inflow into the 

Rajiv Gandhi (Khudia) Res-
ervoir, and waterlogging in 
urban areas. Under these 
circumstances, the safety 
of life and property is the 
top priority, and all depart-
ments must ensure swift 
action through mutual 
coordination. 

|   P R E- D I SA ST E R  P R E PA R E D N E SS  | | POOJA PAIKRA SUICIDE CASE | 
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Collector instructs to meet 
outcome of heavy rainfall

Police block tribals before SP office

Girls provided information on careers, legal right
Officials check preparedness for 
handling flood disasters

SSP directs to maintain check on illegal activities

NEWSLINE
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MUNGELI: Anticipating 
heavy rainfall in the district, 
Collector Kundan Kumar 
inspected various vulner-
able areas of Mungeli city 
on Saturday to review pre-
monsoon preparations. He 
directed officials to ensure 
that all necessary arrange-
ments are made well in 
advance so that the general 
public does not face any 
inconvenience during the 

rains. During the inspec-
tion, the Collector first vis-
ited Surighat Pond. There, 
he inspected the pond and 
its surrounding areas, issu-
ing instructions to improve 

cleanliness and drain-
age systems. He empha-
sized the need for regular 
cleaning of drains and 
water channels to prevent 
obstruction of water flow 

and avoid waterlogging 
during the rainy season. 
Subsequently, the Collector 
inspected the Badabazar 
Anicut. He sought detailed 
information from officials 
regarding waterlogging, 
water flow, and potential 
risks at the site during the 
rains. He instructed that 
vulnerable locations be 
kept under constant sur-
veillance and that imme-
diate relief and rescue 
operations be ensured if 

the need arises. During 
the inspection, the Col-
lector gave clear instruc-
tions that no encroach-
ment should be allowed 
in Panchayat and urban 
body areas. He noted that 
encroachments on drains, 
water channels, and pub-
lic spaces exacerbate 
waterlogging problems 
during the rains; there-
fore, such cases must be 
closely monitored and 
appropriate action taken. 

 | MONSOON PREPAREDNESS  | 

Officials inspect vulnerable areas of city

Central Chronicle News

MCB: A meeting of the 
District-Level Hostel 
Committee was held 
today at the Collectorate 
conference hall, chaired 
by Collector and District 
Magistrate Ms. Santan 
Devi Jangde. The meeting 
focused on the admis-
sion of new students to 
the district’s 51 ‘ashrams’ 
(residential schools) and 
hostels for the 2026-27 
academic session, man-
aged by the Tribal and 
Scheduled Caste Devel-
opment Department. 
While reviewing the prep-
arations for the admission 

process in detail, the Col-
lector instructed officials 
to ensure all necessary 
arrangements were made 
on time, prioritizing the 
best interests of the stu-
dents. Collector Jangde 
stated that the admission 
process for hostels and 
‘ashrams’ must be con-
ducted in a completely 
transparent, fair, and 
timely manner. She gave 
clear instructions that 

eligible students should 
receive admission ben-
efits in accordance with 
government-prescribed 
criteria and that no eligi-
ble student should face 
unnecessary hardship. 
She specifically empha-
sized that admission 
should be granted with 
sensitivity, prioritizing 
orphans and children 
who have lost both par-
ents. Highlighting the 

safety and security of the 
hostels as a top priority, 
the Collector directed 
that female Home Guards 
be deployed at girls’ hos-
tels. She also instructed 
the ‘Sarpanchs’ (village 
heads) of the respective 
‘Gram Panchayats’ to 
play an active role in the 
regular upkeep and mon-
itoring of the hostels. She 
stated that children must 
not be left unattended 
under any circumstances 
and that no negligence 
regarding their safety 
and care would be toler-
ated. The Collector issued 
directives to conduct 
regular health check-ups 

for children in all hostels 
and ‘ashrams’, ensure 
medical examinations 
by doctors under the 
‘Healthy Body-Healthy 
Mind’ (Swasth Tan-Swasth 
Maan) scheme, and 
pay special attention to 
cleanliness and personal 
hygiene, particularly dur-
ing the monsoon season. 

‘Ensure children’s safety, health, 
quality education at all costs’

istrict-level hostel committee meeting concludes; instructions issued  
to ensure transparent, fair, and timely admission process.

FASTFACTS

z Collector stated that 
children should be 
engaged in various 
co-curricular activities 
to foster discipline, 
self-confidence, and 
leadership qualities.

Applications 
invited till  
Aug 5
KORBA: The Depart-
ment of Sports and 
Youth Welfare, Govern-
ment of Chhattisgarh, 
has invited applica-
tions—in the prescribed 
format and by August 
5—for various annual 
awards and incentives. 
These include the Sha-
heed Rajiv Pandey 
Award, Shaheed 
Kaushal Yadav Award, 
Veer Hanuman Singh 
Award, Shaheed Vinod 
Chaubey Samman, Sha-
heed Pankaj Vikram 
Samman, and Chief 
Minister’s Trophy. 

INVESTIGATION

SBS

BIRTH ANNIV

Station In-
charge begins 
investigating 

Public reps 
distribute 
bicycles

Dr. K. Baghel’s 
birth anniv 
observed

MUNGELI: Recently, 
between 12:00 PM and 
1:00 PM in village Sipahi, 
unidentified thieves 
entered the home of 
Shravan Sahu and stole 4 
‘masha’ of gold, 43 ‘tola’ 
of silver, and approxi-
mately Rs 80,000–Rs 
85,000 in cash. Acting on 
the complainant’s report, 
the Fasterpur police have 
registered a case under 
Section 305/A/B and are 
conducting an investi-
gation. According to the 
information received, an 
unidentified thief entered 
the home of Shravan Sahu, 
a resident of village Sipahi, 
between 12:00 PM and 
1:00 PM on July 16. 

MUNGELI: Bicycles were 
distributed to eligible 
female students under the 
‘Saraswati Bicycle Scheme’ 
(SBS) at the Government 
Higher Secondary School 
in Karhi. The chief guest 
for the event was Janpad 
Panchayat President Ram 
Kamal Singh Parihar, and 
the program was presided 
over by Janpad member 
Subhadra Lallu Singh Raj-
put. Also present on the 
occasion were School Devel-
opment Committee Pres-
ident Phool Singh Marko, 
Vice President KD Manik-
puri, committee members, 
Village Sarpanch Anandram 
Mahilang, prominent citi-
zens, and school staff.

TAKHATPUR: A seminar 
was organized at the com-
munity hall to mark the 
birth anniversary of Dr. 
Khoobchand Baghel under 
the banner of the Chhat-
tisgarh Kurmi Kshatriya 
Chetna Manch. The theme 
of the seminar was “Vision-
ary Dr. Khoobchand 
Baghel.”  At the beginning 
of the seminar, office-bear-
ers of the community 
paid tribute by offering 
prayers to the statue of Dr. 
Baghel. State Secretaries 
Devanarayan Kashyap, 
Omprakash Verma, 
Yagyesh Kaushik, Jyoti Sin-
graul, and Navodita Patan-
war welcomed the patrons.

LOK ADALAT

32 cases 
resolved in  
Lok Adalat
MUNGELI: A special Lok 
Adalat was successfully 
organized at the Dis-
trict Court, Mungeli, 
and the Tehsil Court, 
Lormi, to resolve cases 
related to the Negotiable 
Instruments Act (cheque 
bounce). Through this 
Lok Adalat, a total of 32 
cases were resolved, pro-
viding the parties involved 
with speedy, simple, and 
amicable justice, and 
award amounts totaling 
Rs. 73,43,595 were passed. 
The special Lok Adalat at 
the District Court com-
menced with the ceremo-
nial lighting of the lamp. 
Judges, advocates, liti-
gants, and court officials 
and staff were present on 
the occasion. 

Stray cattle becoming a 
major challenge for admn
MUNGELI: Cattle roam the 
roads while their owners 
stay safe at home; curb-
ing the rising number of 
accidents in the district 
is becoming a major chal-
lenge for the administra-
tion. Although the High 
Court has previously taken 
cognizance of this issue, 
the situation remains 
unchanged.

It is noteworthy that 
the number of stray cattle 

on the roads is increasing 
day by day. Municipal staff 
and Gram Panchayats are 
making vigorous efforts 
to control the stray cattle 
menace, yet the adminis-
tration appears helpless in 
curbing their numbers. 

Meanwhile, these ani-
mals often sit on the road-
side or in the middle of  
the road late at night, lead-
ing to accidents and the 
loss of lives. 
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“All departments are to 
ensure regular and effective 

use of the PM GatiShakti 
portal and timely updating of 

departmental schemes.”
Amit Kumar 

Collector Bijapur

Central Chronicle News

KOREA: Collector Roktima 
Yadav has appealed to all vil-
lagers and livestock owners 
in the district not to leave 
their cattle loose on roads, 
intersections, or other pub-
lic places. She stated that 
stray cattle increase the risk 
of road accidents, endan-
gering the safety of both 
the general public and the 
livestock itself. The Collector 
urged every livestock owner 
to keep their animals in safe 

locations and ensure proper 
arrangements for their care. 
She emphasized that this 
is not merely an individual 
obligation but also a social 
and moral responsibility.

She also appealed to 
citizens to actively cooper-

ate in this public-interest 
campaign and support the 
administration in maintain-
ing a safe and orderly traf-
fic system. She informed 
that, in accordance with 
decisions made during the 
district-level ‘Gaudham’ 
(cattle shelter) committee 
meeting held on July 16, a 
comprehensive action plan 
has been prepared to safely 
relocate stray cattle wander-
ing on major roads—includ-
ing national and state high-
ways—across the district. 

|   ST R AY  C AT T L E  M E N AC E  |

|   ‘ B E T I  BAC H AO,  B E T I  PA D H AO’  C A M PA I G N  |

Do not leave cattle loose on roads
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Daily Horoscope 

Only you know what is best 
for you- so be strong and bold 
and take quick decisions and 
be prepared to live with the 
results. Unexpected bills will 
increase financial burden. 
A good day to revive old 
contacts and relations. You 
can watch a movie in your 
spare time. However, you’ll 
feel like you have wasted 
your time by watching this 
movie as you won’t like it. 

Throw away the gloom- 
which is enveloping you and 
disrupting your progress. 
Not a very beneficial day- so 
check your money situation 
and limit your expenses. 
Your ability to impress others 
will bring rewards. The day 
is fabulous in terms of your 
love life. Keep making love. 
Your rivals at work will get 
the result of their bad deeds 
today. 

ARIES Taurus

Get involved in activities 
that are exciting and keep 
you relaxed. Today, you 
can come across a person 
in a party who can give you 
some important advice to 
strengthen your economic 
side. Trouble seems to be 
brewing on the home front 
so take care of what you say. 
Someone might treat you 
today with something nice 
at work. 

Motivate yourself to be 
more optimistic. It increases 
confidence and flexibility but 
at the same time prepare it to 
leave negative emotions like 
fear hatred jealousy revenge. 
You are likely to earn through 
most unexpected sources. 
Your interesting attitude 
would brighten up the 
atmosphere at home and fill it 
up with good vibes.

Gemini Cancer 

Stress need not be ignored. 
It is rapidly becoming an 
epidemic as serious as 
tobacco and alcohol If you 
were about to take a loan 
and had been engaged in 
this work for a long time, 
then today is your lucky day. 
Family members will be very 
demanding. Interacting with 
eminent people will bring you 
good ideas and plans. 

Building castle in the air 
won?t help you. You should 
do something to live upto 
family’s expectations. 
Be secretive about your 
investments and about your 
future goals. Do not share 
your personal matters with 
the casual acquaintances. 
Success and recognition would 
be yours if you stay focused 
on your job. 

Leo Virgo 

Spend your valuable time 
with your children to get rid 
of stress. You will experience 
the healing power of child. As 
they are the most powerful 
spiritual and emotional 
personality on earth. You 
yourself will feel rejuvenated. 
Control your expenses and try 
not to be too lavish in your 
spending today. Friends will 
come to your aid if needed. 

Expectant mother should take 
especial care while walking 
on floor and if possible dont 
stand with a friend while 
smoking as it could badly 
affect the unborn child. Those 
who are associated with the 
milk industry are likely to 
benefit financially today. 
Children could disappoint as 
they fail to live upto your 
expectations. 

Libra Scorpio

Today, your health is expected 
to be healthy. Due to your 
good health, you can plan to 
play with your friends today. 
Lack of money can be the 
reason of discord in the family 
today. In such a situation, 
think well before talking to 
other family members and 
seek advice from them. Guests 
visit your house making it a 
pleasant and wonderful day. 

Feeling of insecurity/
disorientation could cause 
dizziness. Today, you are 
likely to attain benefits from 
the help of your brother or 
sister. People will give you 
new hopes and dreams-but 
lots will depend on your 
own efforts. It is not right to 
show off your love in every 
situation. Sometimes, it can 
spoil your relationship instead 
of improving it. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Take complete rest to regain 
your energy as a feeble 
body weakens the mind 
you must realize your true 
potentials as you are not 
lacking strength but will. Long 
pending arrears and dues will 
finally be recovered. A day 
for renewal of bonds and ties 
with family, you might see an 
advancement in your work 
today. 

Health will be perfect today. 
Your efforts to save money 
can fail today. Although you 
do not have to worry about 
it, as the situation will soon 
improve. Your involvement 
in others affairs should be 
avoided today. Natives of 
this zodiac sign must refrain 
from speaking more than 
required at the workplace, as 
their image can get negatively 
affected. 

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH
The sea was 

artificially made!
Ancient instrument 

were born again

Fun&Focus

Nolan filmed on open, choppy 
waters to force actors and the 

crew to experience the authen-
tic exhaustion and instability 

of ancient sea travel. To create 
scenes like the deadly Charybdis 

whirlpool, the crew used jet 
skis to spin in tight, high-speed 
circles to churn up the physical 

water.

Composer Ludwig Göransson 
didn’t just use digital sym-
phonies; he actively recon-
structed physical, ancient 

Greek instruments (like the 
ancient lyre) to create the 

movie’s unique sounds cape. 

Across
1. Hue (6)
4. Fight, strive against (6)
8. Distant in manner (5)
9. Prisoner (7)
10. Farm vehicle (7)
11. Took part in play (5)
12. Indigestion (9)
17. Unaccompanied (5)
19. Lottery (7)
21. Put right (7)
22. Upper part of leg (5)
23. Deserving (6)
24. Hassle (6)

Down
1. Guileful (6)
2. Big cat (7)
3. Out of condition (5)
5. Children with no parents (7)
6. Constructed (5)
7. Fashionable (6)
9. Woodwork (9)
13. European language (7)
14. Do away with (7)
15. Hunger-march town (6)
16. Accumulate (6)
18. Academy award (5)
20. Favourite saying (5)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION- 182

SUDOKU- 183

SUDOKU SOLUTION- 182

CROSSWORD -183 DAILY WORD SEARCH
n    Agassi
n Edberg
n Mcenroe
n Ashe
n Graf
n Navratilova
n Becker
n Henman
n Rosewall
n Borg

n Hingis
n Sampras
n Budge
n Laver
n Seles
n Cash
n Lendl
n Wilander
n Connors
n Martinez

 July 21 marks several pivotal events in Indian history, notably the 1947 adoption of 

the national flag design, the 2007 election of Pratibha Patil as the country’s first female 

President and birth of Nobel Prize-winning author Ernest Hemingway in 1899.

  Same day in India in 1883, the first public theatre was inaugurated in Kolkata and 

in 2008, Ram Baran Yadav, a leader of Indian origin, was elected as the first President 

of Nepal. 

  Also this day in 1954, the Geneva Conference concluded, dividing Vietnam into a 

communist North and a non-communist South.

  On July 21, 1798, Napoleon Bonaparte’s army won the Battle of the Pyramids, and 

in 356 BC, the Temple of Artemis was destroyed by an act of arson. 

This institution has Nasser 
Hussain as one of its honorary 
members. It was formed in 
1846, by civil servant Alexander 
Arbuthnot on the “Island”.  
Name the famous Indian club?
In 1875, snooker was invented 
in India by Col (Sir) Neville 
Chamberlain (1856-1944). The game 
formally reached England in 1885 
and the modern scoring system 
began from 1891. Which city was 
the site of the historic invention?
Which national park in the 
north-east is famous for dancing 
dear?
 

Samar Jodha’s important public 
art installation partially titled ‘A 
Silent Picture’ has been installed in 
London around the same time as 
the Olympics. What is the theme?

During Taimur the Lame’s invasion, 
his forces were reported to have a 
slayed almost a million residents in 
this hill area in Delhi during a bloody 
fortnight. Which was the hill?

His masculinity was swapped. 
He was finally killed by 
Ashwathama on the 18th day of 
battle. Who was he?
 
Three players who won the FIFA 
World Cup as both player and 
manager?

Well, a birthmark is actually a patch of 
skin that is of a darker shade than the skin 
around it. It can be red, purple, black or 
blue and may be flat or slightly raised. 
A baby can develop a birthmark before 
birth or soon after. Some birthmarks are 
caused by a fight grouping of blood ves-

Deliberately unfaithful, deceitful, or 
treacherous; betraying someone’s trust.

The perfidious spy secretly passed important 
information to the enemy.

Treacherous, Deceitful, Faithless, Disloyal and 
Untrustworthy.

Loyal, Faithful, Honest, Trustworthy and 
Dependable.

(1) Madras Cricket Club (2) Jabalpur (3) Keibul Lamjao in 

Manipur (4) Bhopal Gas Tragedy (5) Raisina Hill (6) Shikhandi  (7) Mario 

Zagallo (Brazil): Won as a player in 1958 and 1962, and as a manager 

in 1970,  Franz Beckenbauer (West Germany): Won as a player in 1974 

and as a manager in 1990 and   Didier Deschamps (France): Won as a 

player in 1998 and as a manager in 2018.

Why is Odyssey a 
scientific marvel?

Christopher Nolan’s epic 
$250 million mythological 
film Odyssey relies heavily 

on “real-world science” 
and unprecedented phys-

ical engineering. Tradi-
tionally, IMAX cameras are 
as loud as chainsaws, but 

Nolan challenged engineers 
to create a soundproof 

blimp that reduced camera 
noise.

The  2026 FIFA World Cup  was the 23rd  FIFA World Cup, 
the  quadrennial  international men’s  soccer  championship contested by 
the  national teams  of the member associations of  FIFA. The tournament 
began on June 11, 2026, and concluded on July 19. It was jointly hosted by 16 
cities—11 in the United States, 3 in Mexico, and 2 in Canada. The tournament 
was the first FIFA World Cup to be hosted by three countries and the first to 
include 48 teams, an expansion from the previous 32-team format.
Canada,  Mexico, and the  United States  qualified automatically as hosts, 
while  Cape Verde,  Curacao,  Jordan, and  Uzbekistan  made their World Cup 
debuts.
For the first time in the tournament’s history, the top four teams from the FIFA 
Men’s World Ranking (Argentina, Spain, France, and England) made the semi-
finals.  Spain were crowned champions after winning  the final  against title 
holders Argentina 1–0 after extra time, winning their second title and their 
first since 2010.
French player  Kylian Mbappe  won his second consecutive  Golden 
Boot  for scoring the most goals (ten) during the tournament, becoming 
the tournament’s  all-time leading goalscorer, the first player since  Gerd 
Müller in 1970 to score ten goals in a single tournament, and the first to win 
multiple Golden Boots.
Spanish captain  Rodri  was voted the tournament’s best player, 
winning the Golden Ball. Teammates Unai Simon and Pau Cubarsí won 
the  Golden Glove, awarded to the tournament’s best  goalkeeper, 
and the Young Player Award, respectively. Nearly 7 million people 
attended matches during the tournament, setting the record for 
the  highest attendance in World Cup history  and surpassing the 
previous record set at the 1994 edition, which was also hosted by 
the United States.

JULY 22– THE DAY IN HISTORY

Tuk-tuks are indeed a 
cultural icon of Thailand. 
Evolving from imported 
motorized tricycles in 
the 1950s, they now fea-
ture unique car-like steer-
ing and controls. Today, 
between 20,000 to 30,000 
operate nationwide, offer-
ing an open-air way to zip 
through busy city streets.

(1) Nelson Mandela (2) Lord Shiva (3) God Bless You (4) Frooti (5) Sport

sels, the tiny tubes that carry blood through your body. It is called 
an angel’s kiss when it appears on the forehead. Other birthmarks 
form because of an overgrowth of cells responsible for pigmenta-
tion (colour) of skin. For example, the blue patches that appear on a 
baby’s back and around the buttocks.

The puzzle follows a cumulative pattern 
where you take the normal sum of the 
numbers on the current line and add it to 
the result of the line directly above it.
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NEW DELHI:   The govern-
ment has not yet decided 
to raise ethanol blend-
ing in petrol beyond 
the current 20 per cent 
level, Minister of State 
for Petroleum and Nat-
ural Gas Suresh Gopi 
told the Rajya Sabha on 
Monday, adding that any 
future increase would 
follow further scientific 
study and consultation 
with industry. “So far, no 
decision has been taken 
by the government for 
increasing ethanol blend-

ing with petrol beyond 
20 per cent,” Gopi said in 
a written reply to a ques-
tion. Any move higher 
would come “only after 
detailed scientific and 
technical studies and 
consultations with all 
relevant stakeholders, 
including automobile 
manufacturers, Oil Mar-
keting Companies and 
research institutions,” 
he said. Gopi said India 
reached the 20 per cent 
blending target five years 
ahead of schedule, with 
average blending rising 
from about 1.53 per cent 

in 2013-14 to 20 per cent 
in the 2025-26 supply 
year, after more than 
two decades of phased 
rollout. Since 2014-15, 
he said, the programme 

has saved over 1.97 tril-
lion rupees in foreign 
exchange, displaced 
nearly 316 lakh tonnes of 
crude oil, avoided about 
952 lakh tonnes of car-
bon dioxide emissions, 
and generated more than 
Rs 1.66 lakh crore in addi-
tional farmer income.The 
minister said the govern-
ment had received no 
“widespread or substan-
tiated complaints” from 
vehicle manufacturers, 
automobile associations 
or consumer groups over 
engine failure, fuel-pump 
problems, corrosion or 

water contamination 
linked to E20 fuel, though 
it had taken note of con-
cerns raised in media 
and on social media and 
examined them scientifi-
cally. More than 20 crore 
two-wheelers and over 3 
crore petrol cars - includ-
ing many built before 
E20 certification - have 
run on E15-plus and E19-
E20 fuel for over three-
and-a-half and two-and-
a-half years respectively 
“without any verified 
evidence of widespread 
engine failure or vehicle 
breakdown,” Gopi said. 

Press Trust Of India

ABU DHABI: Air India 
Express is trying to posi-
tion itself as a value carrier 
as more passengers want 
an experience and provid-
ing on time performance is 
just not enough, according 
to the airline’s Chairman 
Nipun Aggarwal. Part of 
the Tata Group, Air India 
Express operates over 500 
daily flights with a fleet of 
more than 100 planes. It 
flies to 43 domestic and 16 
international destinations. 
“Earlier, on-time perfor-
mance used to be aspira-
tional for the customer. 
Now, OTP is becoming 
hygiene... today’s cus-
tomer, especially if you 
see the Indian customer, 
they are seeking more 
than just punctuality, reli-
ability, safety. They are 
seeking an experience,” 
Aggarwal said. Participat-
ing in a panel discussion 
in Abu Dhabi on July 15, 
the day the airline’s inau-

gural flights from Navi 
Mumbai airport landed in 
the city, he said Air India 
Group was extremely bull-
ish on the UAE market. 
Aggarwal is also the Chief 
Commercial Officer of Air 
India. According to him, 
Air India Express is try-
ing to position itself as a 
value carrier and not try-
ing to be a Low Cost Car-
rier (LCC) or a Full Service 
Carrier (FSC). “We are try-
ing to be LCC plus”. There 
was a time when travelling 
from point A to B was good 
enough but that customer 
has moved on and provid-
ing On Time Performance 
and clean aircraft are not 
good enough now, he said. 

No decision on Ethanol blend 
beyond 20%: Suresh Gopi

Minister tells Rajya Sabha India achieved 20% ethanol blending ahead of schedule, with no immediate 
proposal for higher blending or non-blended petrol.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:   Gold prices 
rebounded by Rs 1,400 
to hover around Rs 1.47 
lakh per 10 grams in the 
national capital on Mon-
day amid firm global 
trends. The yellow metal 
of 99.9 per cent purity 
climbed Rs 1,400 to Rs 
1,46,900 per 10 grams 
(inclusive of all taxes) 
from Friday’s closing 
level of Rs 1,45,500 per 
10 grams, according to 
the All India Sarafa Asso-

ciation. However, silver 
depreciated by Rs 1,000 
to Rs 2,21,500 per kilo-
gram (inclusive of all 

taxes) , extending losses 
for the sixth consecutive 
session. It had settled 
at Rs 2,22,500 per kg in 

the previous session.The 
white metal has declined 
by Rs 15,500, or 6.5 per 
cent, cumulatively since 
July 10. Traders said value 
buying emerged in gold 
after last week’s sharp sell
-off. However, silver con-
tinued to face liquidation, 
with investors weighing 
geopolitical risks against 
expectations that the Fed-
eral Reserve could keep 
interest rates elevated. 
“Gold edged higher on 
Monday, tracking posi-
tive cues from interna-

tional markets, driven by 
bargain buying after last 
week’s sharp decline,” 
said Saumil Gandhi, 
Senior Analyst - Commod-
ities at HDFC Securities. A 
subdued moment in the 
US dollar also improved 
the appeal of the precious 
metal for overseas buyers, 
he added. In the interna-
tional markets, spot gold 
rose marginally to trade 
around USD 4,020 per 
ounce, and silver gained 
nearly 2 per cent at USD 
56.88 per ounce. 

| BULLION MARKET | 

Gold rebounds Rs 1,400; silver declines Rs 1,000
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BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: Benchmark indices Sen-
sex and Nifty closed lower on Mon-
day, dragged down by heavy selling 
in blue-chip bank stocks HDFC Bank 
and Axis Bank amid margin-related 
concerns and a flare-up in US-Iran 
tensions. The 30-share BSE Sensex 
declined 442.93 points, or 0.57 per 
cent, to settle at 77,708.52. During the 
day, it tanked 783.16 points, or 1 per 
cent, to 77,368.29.

The 50-share NSE Nifty edged 
lower by 95.80 points, or 0.39 per 
cent, to end at 24,238.50. Among Sen-
sex shares, Axis Bank was the biggest 
loser, dropping by 5.48 per cent after 
its quarterly results over the weekend. 
HDFC Bank declined by 5.12 per cent. 
“HDFC Bank has disappointed, partic-
ularly on the NIM front,” V K Vijayaku-
mar, Chief Investment Strategist, Geo-

jit Investments Limited, said. Maruti, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Infosys, Tata 
Consultancy Services, Mahindra & 
Mahindra and Bharat Electronics were 
also among the laggards from the blue-
chip pack. Trent, Power Grid, NTPC 
and Bharti Airtel were among the gain-
ers. “Indian equity markets ended in 
the red as investors turned cautious 
amid escalating tensions in the Mid-
dle East and a global technology-led 
sell-off. Losses were compounded by 
a sharp decline in HDFC Bank after 
weaker-than-expected net interest 
margins disappointed investors, put-
ting additional pressure on the bank-
ing sector and the broader bench-
marks,” Ponmudi R, CEO of Enrich 
Money, an online trading and wealth 
tech firm, said. The global oil bench-
mark, Brent crude, receded from an 

HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?
Sensex declines by 443 pts on heavy selling 

 in HDFC Bank, Axis Bank

NUMBER

1.97
zMinister tells Rajya 
Sabha India achieved 
20% ethanol blending 
ahead of schedule, with 
no immediate proposal 
for higher blending or 
non-blended petrol.

Four neighbouring-linked 
firms to bid for major 

power project. 
Shripad Naik  

Minister of State for Power
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Former CEA advocates 
reforms for faster 
economic growth.

NEW DELHI:  India can 
unlock 8-9 per cent eco-
nomic growth by acceler-
ating structural reforms 
to reduce the cost of 
doing business and the 
cost of financing, former 
Chief Economic Adviser 
Krishnamurthy V Subra-
manian said on Monday. 
He called for implement-
ing factor market reforms 
in land, labour, and capi-
tal, as well as judicial and 
bureaucratic reforms. 
“Macroeconomic sta-
bility got India to 7 per 
cent growth. Institutional 
reforms can take India to 
9 per cent,” Subramanian 
said told PTI in an inter-
view. “India achieved 
above-8 per cent growth 
when private invest-
ment as a share of GDP 
was more than 30 per 

cent. We are currently at 
around 22-23 per cent, 
7-8 per cent short of the 
target,” he said. “We will 
then leapfrog from 7 to 9 
per cent growth!” Subra-
manian said, adding that 
the public capital expen-
diture of the last five years 
has laid the infrastructure 
that private investment 
follows, and the banking 
system with gross NPAs 
near multi-decade lows is 
ready to support it.

Subramanian, who 

served as India’s 17th 
Chief Economic Adviser 
from 2018 to 2021, and 
later as Executive Direc-
tor at the International 
Monetary Fund, recently 
became the first Indian 
economist to receive the 
University of Chicago’s 
Alumni Award for Pro-
fessional Achievement in 
the institution’s 85-year 
history. 

The award has previ-
ously been conferred on 
more than a dozen Nobel 
laureates and other dis-
tinguished global leaders. 
The eminent economist 
noted that India’s mac-
roeconomic foundations 
are strong and falling 
crude prices provide 
a near-term tailwind. 
“What takes us from 7 to 
9 per cent growth is the 
next wave of reforms: fac-
tor market, judicial and 
bureaucratic reforms that 
reduce the cost of doing 
business, and the cost of 
financing,” he said. 

Reforms can propel India to 
9% growth: Subramanian

AI Express bets 
on value driven 
passenger experience

Bharat Tex 2026, in New Delhi 

Chairman of the Apparel Export Promotion Council, Narendra Kumar Goenka briefing the media at Bharat Tex Trade Federation on Bharat Tex 
2026, in New Delhi.

|  A C C E L E R A T I N G  S T R U C T U R A L  R E F O R M S  |

NEW DELHI: Edtech company Phys-
icsWallah (PW) has celebrated the 
outstanding performance of its stu-
dents in the NEET 2026 examina-
tion, with several candidates secur-
ing impressive All India Ranks (AIR) 
and reinforcing the institute’s strong 
academic track record.

Among the top performers, 
Ravikant Diwakar secured AIR 55, 
followed by Shivansh Anand (AIR 
152), Divyansh Jaiswal (AIR 173), 
and Sakshi Kumari (AIR 192). The 
company said the results reflect the 
dedication of students and the aca-
demic support provided through its 
classroom and online learning pro-
grammes. To recognise the achieve-
ments of successful candidates, 
PhysicsWallah organised felicitation 
events at its centres in Bilaspur and 
Bhilai, where students, parents, and 
faculty members gathered to cele-
brate the success. At the Bilaspur 
event, Gourav Patel (AIR 4079) and 
Mayank Soni (AIR 6120) were among 
the students honoured for their per-
formance in the national medical 
entrance examination. 

NEW DELHI:  The country’s leading 
cement maker UltraTech Cement on 
Monday reported a 17.23 per cent 
increase in its consolidated net profit 
to Rs 2,603.72 crore in the June quarter 
of FY27. It had posted a net profit of Rs 
2,220.91 crore in the April-June period 
a year ago, the Aditya Birla group flag-
ship firm said in a regulatory filing. Rev-
enue from operations was up 15.85 per 
cent at Rs 24,648.20 crore in the June 
quarter of FY27 against Rs 21,275.45 
crore in the corresponding quarter a 
year before. Total expenses were at Rs 
21,286.19 crore in the June quarter, up 
15.65 per cent over the year-ago period. 
UltraTech Cement’s total income, 
which includes other income, was at Rs 
24,778.47 crore, up 15.48 per cent in the 
June quarter of FY27. According to the 
company, it has a “broad-based growth 
across revenues, profitability and sales 
volumes” in the June quarter. In the 
June quarter, UltraTech domestic sales 
volumes stood at 39.2 million tonnes, 
registering 13.1 per cent growth over the 
corresponding period of the previous 
year. Its total consolidated cement vol-
ume was up 12.2 per cent to 41.31 MTPA.

OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE Q1 RESULT

PhysicsWallah (PW) 
celebrates student 
performance in NEET 2026

UltraTech Cement Q1 profit 
rises 17 pc to Rs 2,603.7cr, 
revenue up 15.8 pc

NEW DELHI: Reliance Retail Ventures 
Ltd (RRVL) will ‘rapidly’ scale its online 
business, expand dark stores and 
strengthen omni-channel capabilities, 
as the retailer expects these invest-
ments to translate into higher margins 
and earnings growth, a top company 
official said. Outlining a three-year 
roadmap, Reliance Retail CFO Dinesh 
Taluja said the company will invest 
in the infrastructure of JioMart and 
omni-channel reach across platforms, 
even as margins have come under 
pressure from rising technology 
and dark-store investments. “We 
are looking at growing our online 
businesses pretty rapidly during 
this year. We will expand dark 
stores. We will grow our omni-
channel platforms. We will grow 
JioMart,” Taluja said in the compa-
ny’s earnings call. Besides, it will 
also focus on improving the oper-
ational metrics around availabil-
ity, speed, and reliability with a 
market-by-market focus on achiev-
ing positive unit economics.“Each 
market, the unit economics, we 
need to have a clear path to posi-
tive unit economics.  Accordingly, 
we are evaluating each and every 

market and focus-
ing our invest-
ments in that 
manner,” Taluja 
said. By FY28 and 
FY29, the com-
pany expects to 
convert scale into value by increasing 
repeat rates, basket size and customer 
lifetime value. In the next three years, 
Reliance Retail has an ambition   of “2× 
Operating EBITDA”.

TO ‘RAPIDLY’ SCALEONLINE BUSINESS
Reliance Retail to scale online business in FY27, aims 

to double pre-tax earnings in 3 years

HIGHLIGHT

z Judicial reforms 
crucial for sustaining 
high economic growth.



Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Suvendu 
Adhikari on Monday 
tabled in the Assembly an 
inquiry panel report on 
the 1993 police firing that 
killed 13 Youth Congress 
workers, and accused 
the TMC government of 
exploiting the incident 
for political gains and 
suppressing the commis-
sion’s findings for two 
years.

Tabling the Justice 
(retd) Sushanta Chatter-
jee Commission report a 
day ahead of the TMC’s 
July 21 annual rally, which 
commemorates those 
killed in the incident 
over three decades ago, 
Adhikari said the Mam-
ata Banerjee dispensation 
had neither implemented 
several key recommen-
dations of the panel nor 
made its report public 
despite receiving it in 
2024. “The commission 
recommended Rs 25 lakh 
as compensation for the 
family of each person 
killed and Rs 5 lakh for 
every injured person. But 
the previous TMC gov-
ernment neither imple-

mented these recom-
mendations nor paid the 
compensation,” Adhikari 
said. The families of 
those killed received only 
Rs 2 lakh and the injured 
Rs 15,000, the chief min-
ister alleged. He also 
announced that families 
of the victims could lodge 
fresh FIRs and said the 
present BJP government 
would extend all legal 
assistance.
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‘TMC politicised 
1993 firing’

TMC govt exploited the incident for political gains, hid report.

‘Mamata Banerjee, was never called by the commission’

Referring to the commission’s proceedings, Adhikari 
questioned why Mamata Banerjee, whom he described 
as the “biggest witness” to the incident, was never sum-
moned to depose despite the panel examining more 
than 300 witnesses. He also referred to evidence before 
the commission, claiming that former Leader of the 
Opposition Pankaj Banerjee, who had been cited as a 
witness, had blamed then home secretary Manish Gupta 
for the firing. “He (Gupta) later became the power min-
ister in the TMC government. And the person who claims to be the biggest witness of 
the incident, Mamata Banerjee, was never called by the commission,” Adhikari said. The 
chief minister further said the panel had prepared a list of 44 key witnesses, including 
Gupta, former chief minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, ex-Kolkata Police commis-
sioner Tushar Talukdar, veteran Left leader Biman Bose and former Congress leader 
Somen Mitra, but questioned why Banerjee herself was not examined. The Justice (retd) 
Sushanta Chatterjee Commission was set up by the Mamata Banerjee government in 
2011 to probe the police firing on Youth Congress supporters marching towards Writ-
ers’ Buildings on July 21, 1993. Leading the rally against the then Left Front government, 
Mamata Banerjee herself was injured during the police action. Among its recommen-
dations were disciplinary action against several IPS officers who had served during the 
then Left Front government. 

FACTFILE

z Report not tabled in 
Assembly under TMC

z No official action on 
its recommendations

Stronger 
immunity
MUMBAI: Monsoon is 
here, and with it comes 
the usual round of sea-
sonal illness, colds, fevers, 
and coughs that test 
the whole family&#39;s 
immunity. Seasonal shifts 
can affect everyone at 
home, from young chil-
dren to older adults, mak-
ing it all the more impor-
tant to stay prepared. A 
balanced diet is the sim-
plest way to stay ahead 
of it. Immune-friendly 
superfoods like California 
Almonds, whole grains, 
and plant and animal pro-
tein, paired with an active 
lifestyle, help build stron-
ger immunity through 
the season. California 
Almonds are one such 
superfood that is naturally 
nutrient-dense, providing 
24 nutrients, including 
zinc, copper, and iron - 
nutrients associated with 
immune function. With 
immunity becoming a 
key focus during the 
monsoon, experts and 
actress Soha Ali Khan 
shares how simple, nutri-
ent-rich foods can help 
support overall health 
during the season. Com-
menting on how to stay 
healthy this monsoon, 
Sheela Krishnaswamy, 
Nutrition and Wellness 
Consultant, said, &quot;-
Monsoon is the season 
when our body&#39;s 
defences are most 
tested. Small, consistent 
dietary choices can make 
a significant difference in 
how well your immunity 
holds up.

DMK MLA held for 
defamatory speech
Press Trust Of India

M K Stalin slams 
police action. 

TUTICORIN: Opposition 
DMK MLA, G V Mar-
kandeyan, was arrested 
on Monday for alleg-
edly making defamatory 
remarks against Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister C 
Joseph Vijay, drawing 
sharp criticism from the 
party president M K Sta-
lin who denounced the 
police action.

Markandeyan, repre-
senting the Vilathikulam 
Assembly constituency, 
was picked up by a police 
team from his residence 
amidst protest by his 
supporters who raised 
slogans condemning the 
police action.

He was later arrested, 
a police official said, and 
added that his arrest fol-
lowed a complaint from 
the ruling TVK function-
ary over his controversial 
speech threatening the 
chief minister.

The police registered 
an FIR against Mar-
kandeyan under three 
sections of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
-- criminal intimida-
tion, intentional insult 
with intent to provoke 
breaching public peace, 
and spreading false 
information, following 
a complaint lodged by P 
Kasiram, the Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam func-

tionary, the official said.
While addressing a 

public meeting in Kovil-
patti in the district on 
July 18, Markandeyan had 
issued threats and made 
derogatory remarks 
against the chief minister, 
which were found in bad 
taste, Kasiram had said 
in his complaint to the 
police.

In the viral video of 
his arrest, the legisla-
tor could be heard say-
ing that he cannot be 
arrested without the 
permission of the Tamil 
Nadu Assembly Speaker, 
since he was an MLA. The 
police had to convince 
the MLA to take him to 
the police station, even 
as his supporters staged 
a protest in front of his 
house.

Markandeyan is the 
second legislator from 
the DMK to be arrested 
from Tuticorin district 
within weeks. Former 
state minister Anita R 
Radhakrishnan, repre-
senting the Tiruchendur 
Assembly constituency in 
the district, was arrested 
on July 3, allegedly for 
making defamatory 
speech against Vijay.

Strongly condemning 
the arrest, Stalin accused 
the ruling TVK of political 
vendetta and said the for-
mer DMK ministers and 
party legislators were 
“continuously hunted” 
for pointing out the mis-
takes and misdeeds done 
by the current regime.

FASTFACTS

z PRC move had 
major constitutional 
implications

z Timing of the 
initiative made it even 
more concerning.

|  ‘ C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  C O N C E R N S ’  |

BJP slams Karnataka 
government’s PRC initiative
Press Trust Of India

Govt crossed dan-
gerous constitutional 
line.

BENGALURU: The BJP on 
Monday criticised the 
Karnataka government’s 
launch of PRC, alleg-
ing that it had crossed 
a “dangerous constitu-
tional line” and raised 
serious legal and national 
security concerns.

Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Karnataka 
Assembly R Ashoka said 
the Permanent Residence 
Certificate initiative was 
not a routine administra-
tive reform but an exer-
cise with far-reaching 
“constitutional implica-
tions”.

“The Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka has 
crossed a dangerous con-
stitutional line,” Ashoka 
claimed in a post on X.

“The launch of PRC 

through doorstep distri-
bution is not a routine 
administrative exercise 
or reform. It raises seri-
ous constitutional, legal 
and national security 
concerns, with impli-
cations that extend far 
beyond Karnataka,” he 
added.

Questioning the legal 
basis of the initiative, 
Ashoka asked under 
which provision of the 
Constitution a state gov-
ernment was empowered 
to issue Permanent Resi-
dence Certificates.

“Citizenship, foreign-
ers and immigration 
are matters entrusted 
to the Union under the 
constitutional scheme. 

Yet the Congress gov-
ernment has chosen to 
blur these constitutional 
boundaries through an 
executive exercise whose 
legal foundation remains 
deeply questionable,” the 
BJP leader alleged.

Ashoka said the timing 
of the initiative made it 
even more concerning.

“While the Special 
Intensive Revision of 
electoral rolls is under-
way across the country, 
Karnataka has rushed to 
introduce a state-wide 
PRC programme. Why 
the haste? Who benefits 
from it? Why was such 
an exercise considered 
necessary at this sensitive 

juncture? The people of 
India deserve answers,” 
he added.

Ashoka said that 
implementing such a 
policy without clear con-
stitutional authority and 
adequate safeguards 
risked creating avenues 
for “fraudulent docu-
mentation, administra-
tive misuse and serious 
national security con-
cerns.”

“The Congress gov-
ernment cannot sim-
ply expect the nation 
to accept this on blind 
faith,” he said.

Panun 
Kashmir 
stages protest 
NEW DELHI: Panun Kash-
mir, an organisation of 
displaced Kashmiri Pan-
dits, on Monday staged a 
protest here demanding 
justice for the commu-
nity, and asserted that 
the restoration of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s state-
hood should not proceed 
without addressing their 
long-pending concerns.

The protest was led by 
Panun Kashmir chairman 
Tito Ganju and convener 
Agnishekhar, who later 
headed a delegation that 
submitted a memoran-
dum to the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office highlighting the 
organisation’s demands. 
The demands include rec-
ognition of alleged geno-
cide, accountability for the 
perpetrators, and the cre-
ation of a constitutionally 
protected Homeland in 
the valley, among others.

The protest by Panun 
Kashmir coincided with a 
National Conference-led 
protest in the national 
capital in support of the 
demand for restoration of 
the statehood to the Union 
Territory.

‘SP, Cong looted development projects’
| ALLEGATION | 

BARABANKI: Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Mon-
day asserted that “if San-
atan is secure, we are 
all secure”, and accused 
the Samajwadi Party and 
Congress of practising 
a brand of secularism 
that prioritises building 
boundary walls around 
graveyards.

The chief minister 
alleged that previous gov-
ernments spent public 
money on constructing 
boundary walls for grave-
yards while neglecting 
temples. He claimed that 
funding was not pro-
vided for the Mahadeva 
Temple in Barabanki, the 

Ayodhya Temple, or the 
Kashi Vishwanath Temple 
because they were 
labelled “communal”.

The chief minister 
described the opposi-
tion (SP and Congress) as 
anti-Sanatan, stating that 
they used to plunder the 
public’s rights and loot 
development projects.

Speaking at a pub-

lic event in Barabanki, 
where he inaugurated 
and laid the foundation 
stones for 82 develop-
ment projects worth over 
Rs 542 crore, Adityanath 
said, “Constructing a 
boundary wall for the 
graveyard had become a 
standard of secularism.”

He alleged that ban-
ning the Kanwar Yatra, 
Janmashtami celebra-
tions, Ram Navami pro-
cessions and Durga Puja 
pandals had also become 
markers of secularism 
under previous regimes.

He called for “uproot-
ing this kind of secular-
ism” to build a “secure 
India”.

KOLKATA

‘Dissent is not  
a crime’

TMC supremo Mamata 
Banerjee on Monday con-
demned the police action 
against students and 
youth protesting over the 
alleged NEET paper leak 
in Delhi, accusing the 
Centre of responding to 
dissent with force instead 
of dialogue.

Her remarks came 
after security person-
nel resorted to a baton 
charge and used tear gas 
near Parliament Street 
when thousands of Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) 
supporters, marching 
towards Parliament on 
the first day of the Mon-
soon session, allegedly 
attempted to breach bar-
ricades.

In a post on social 
media, the former West 
Bengal chief minister 
questioned the govern-
ment’s handling of the 
protests.

“I strongly condemn 
the police brutality 
unleashed on our youth 
and students in Delhi 
today,” she said.

“What kind of gov-
ernment fears its own 
students? What kind of 
democracy responds to 
questions with batons 
and tear gas instead of 
dialogue,” she asked.



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s six-day tour of 
Indonesia, Australia and 

New Zealand between July 6 and 
11 was more than a diplomatic 
itinerary. It was a calculated 
economic play, stitching three 
markets that together open new 
doors for Indian trade, invest-
ment and strategic positioning in 
the Indo-Pacific.

Indonesia: Reviving a Slip-
ping Partnership: Modi’s stop in 
Jakarta was his first bilateral visit 
to Indonesia since the two coun-
tries elevated ties to a Compre-
hensive Strategic Partnership in 
2018. The timing mattered. Bilat-
eral trade, which had touched a 
historic high of nearly $38.8 bil-
lion in 2022–23, had since cooled 
to around $24.8–28 billion in sub-
sequent years, according to fig-
ures from the India Brand Equity 
Foundation (IBEF) and The 
Week. Indonesia remains India’s 
ninth-largest trading partner 
overall and the second-largest 
within ASEAN, with India buying 
large volumes of Indonesian coal 
and crude palm oil while export-
ing refined petroleum, vehicles 
and pharmaceuticals in return.

The visit also carried a 
defence-industrial dividend: 
Indonesia signed on to pur-
chase India’s BrahMos and Astra 

missile systems in a deal worth 
roughly $630 million, a signal 
that India’s defence manufac-
turing push is finding paying 
customers in the region, not just 
diplomatic goodwill. Talks on a 
Preferential Trade Agreement, 
flagged by Indonesia’s ambassa-
dor to India, could give this rela-
tionship the structural boost that 
two-way investment ( just $1.56 
billion from India into Indonesia 
since 2000) badly needs.

Australia: Cashing In on a 
Four-Year-Old Trade Deal: In 
Melbourne, Modi’s presence at 
the third India-Australia Annual 
Summit built on the Economic 
Cooperation and Trade Agree-
ment (ECTA), which turned four 
this April. The numbers tell a 

clear story: bilateral trade hit 
$24.1 billion in FY 2024–25, and 
from January 1, 2026, all Indian 
exports became eligible for zero-
duty access into Australia, per 
India’s Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (via the Press Infor-
mation Bureau). India, in turn, 
has opened preferential access 
on tariff lines covering over 90% 
of its trade value with Australia.

This is not just about coal 
and cotton flowing one way 
and pharmaceuticals and tex-
tiles the other. Negotiations are 
now underway on a more ambi-
tious Comprehensive Economic 
Cooperation Agreement (CECA), 
expected to widen the rela-
tionship into critical minerals, 
semiconductors, clean energy 

and education services, sectors 
where India needs reliable, geo-
politically aligned supply chains 
as it reduces overdependence on 
any single partner.

New Zealand: A Landmark, 
Fast-Tracked FTA: The final leg, 
the first visit by an Indian Prime 
Minister to New Zealand in four 
decades, coincided with the 
freshly signed India-New Zealand 
Free Trade Agreement of April 
27, 2026, described by India’s 
Commerce Ministry as “a defin-
ing milestone in India’s engage-
ment with the developed world.” 
Negotiated in just nine months, 
it is among India’s fastest-con-
cluded trade pacts.

The headline figures are 
striking. Current bilateral trade 

stands at a modest $1.3 billion, 
but the agreement’s stated ambi-
tion, reported by India’s Ministry 
of Commerce, is to nearly qua-
druple this to $5 billion within 
five years. New Zealand has com-
mitted $20 billion in investment 
into India over 15 years, along-
side 100% duty-free access for all 
8,284 Indian export tariff lines 
from day one. For India’s services 
economy, the deal opens 5,000 
annual skilled-worker visas and 
a dedicated pathway for AYUSH 
(Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Sid-
dha, Homeopathy) exports, the 
world’s first such annex in any 
bilateral trade agreement.

Why This Matters for India’s 
Growth Story: Individually, none 
of these three economies rival 
India’s largest trade partners, the 
US, UAE or China. Collectively, 
though, they represent a coher-
ent hedge: diversified export 
markets at a moment when tariff 
pressure from the US is pushing 
Indian exporters to look else-
where, deeper access to critical 
raw materials (coal, palm oil, 
minerals) that Indian manufac-
turing depends on, and inbound 
capital commitments that sup-
port India’s own “Viksit Bharat 
2047” ambition of becoming a 
developed economy by its cente-
nary of independence.

“Education enlightens minds, strengthens character and 
builds responsible citizens forever together.”

[ Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya   ]
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Public protests in the national capital have long sym-
bolised India’s vibrant democracy, where citizens 
seek to make their voices heard at the nation’s 

political centre. The latest attempt by Cockroach Janata Party 
(CJP) supporters to march towards Parliament over alleged 
examination irregularities and paper leaks once again high-
lighted the enduring relationship between public dissent, 
democratic expression and law enforcement. While such 
demonstrations reaffirm the constitutional right to protest, 
they also underscore the pressing need to balance civil 
liberties with public order. Delhi has repeatedly served as the 
stage for movements that have shaped national discourse. 
From Anna Hazare’s anti-corruption campaign in 2011 to the 
nationwide outrage following the 2012 Nirbhaya case, the 
capital has witnessed protests that influenced legislation, 
public opinion and governance. The anti-CAA movement, 
the prolonged farmers’ agitation and the wrestlers’ protest 
further demonstrated how sustained public mobilisation 
can compel governments to engage with contentious issues. 
However, history also shows that these protests frequently 
descend into confrontation when demonstrators attempt to 
breach security perimeters or deviate from agreed routes. 
The 2021 Republic Day tractor rally remains a stark reminder 
of how peaceful demonstrations can be overshadowed by 
violence, property damage and injuries to security person-
nel. Similar scenes of barricade breaches, detentions and 
clashes have recurred whenever protesters have sought to 
reach Parliament or other high-security zones. The recur-
ring pattern raises an important question: can democratic 
dissent be expressed more effectively without inviting con-
flict? Authorities have a responsibility to facilitate peaceful 
protests while ensuring public safety and protecting critical 
institutions. Equally, protest organisers must uphold disci-
pline and ensure that legitimate grievances are not weakened 
by unlawful actions or violence. In a democracy, disagree-
ment is neither unusual nor undesirable. Peaceful protests 
are an essential instrument of accountability and public 
participation. Yet the strength of democratic movements lies 
not merely in their numbers but in their adherence to con-
stitutional values and non-violent methods. Delhi’s streets 
will continue to witness demonstrations as long as citizens 
feel compelled to demand change. The real challenge for 
both the State and civil society is to ensure that every protest 
strengthens democratic institutions rather than straining 
them. Respect for the law, mutual restraint and meaningful 
dialogue remain the surest path to resolving public griev-
ances while preserving the spirit of democracy.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Delimitation Bill 
Reshapes India’s 
Electoral Future

Indo-UK Trade Deal: Towards 
Historic Breakthrough

The proposed Delimitation Bill, expected to be intro-
duced during the Monsoon Session of Parliament, 
could become one of the most significant electoral 

reforms in recent decades. Its objective is to redraw parlia-
mentary and Assembly constituencies in line with changes in 
population, ensuring that every citizen enjoys fair and equal 
political representation. The delimitation exercise is car-
ried out through an independent Delimitation Commission. 
Constituency boundaries are revised based on population 
data to maintain balanced representation. The number of 
seats in Parliament and state legislatures has remained frozen 
since 1976, using the 1971 Census as 
the benchmark. The last delimitation 
exercise was completed in 2008, 
based on the 2001 Census, following 
the 84th Constitutional Amendment. 
Meanwhile, the 106th Constitutional 
Amendment provides for one-third 
reservation for women in Parlia-
ment and state legislatures, which is 
expected to be implemented after 
delimitation. The exercise, under-
taken four times since Independence, is governed by Articles 
82, 170, 330 and 332 of the Constitution. However, delim-
itation is not without challenges. Redrawing constituency 
boundaries can alter political equations, shift vote banks, and 
compel political parties to rethink candidate selection strate-
gies. It has also revived concerns over a possible North-South 
political divide due to differing population growth rates. 
Despite these concerns, delimitation remains a vital demo-
cratic process. By aligning constituencies with population 
realities, it strengthens representative democracy and ensures 
that governance continues to reflect the will of the people.
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Private space sector reaches new heights
The successful launch of Skyroot Aerospace’s Vikram-1 is a landmark 
achievement for India’s growing private space sector. It reflects the 
strong foundation laid by ISRO and highlights the immense potential of 
public-private collaboration. The government should further strengthen 
this partnership to promote innovation, reduce bureaucratic hurdles 
and enhance global competitiveness. With several promising startups 
entering the field, India is well-positioned to emerge as a leading force 
in commercial space exploration and advanced space technology.

Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar

Moon exploration inspires global scientific progress
International Moon Day celebrates the historic Apollo 11 landing that 
transformed humanity’s understanding of space. It also reminds us 
of the importance of peaceful international cooperation in scientific 
exploration. India’s remarkable Chandrayaan-3 mission has strength-
ened the country’s position in global space research and inspired 
future generations. With an ambitious goal of sending astronauts to 
the Moon by 2040, India is steadily advancing towards becoming a 
major space power.

Nabnit Panigrahi, Rayagada, Odisha
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same time, new provisions for pro-
fessional mobility give young Indi-
ans more opportunities to work 
and learn in the UK.

4. Protecting sensitive sectors:  
The government ensured that 

dairy, government procurement, 
and certain sensitive agricultural 
products were kept out of the 
agreement. Consumer interests 
and food security were not com-
promised. This is balanced diplo-
macy in action.

5. India as a rule-maker:  
For decades, trade rules were 

written by the West. Today, India 
sat at the table as an equal partner. 
Securing such favorable terms with 
a developed economy like the UK 
signals India’s rising economic and 
geopolitical weight.

What will be its expected bene-
fits to the common citizen ?

The benefits will reach beyond 
boardrooms like the followings:

1.   Lower costs for industry: 
Cheaper imports of British machin-
ery and technology will reduce 
production costs for Indian manu-
facturers.

2.   New markets for small 
businesses: An exporter in a tier-2 
city can now sell directly to UK con-
sumers via e-commerce platforms.

3.   Better quality at home: 
Global competition will push 
Indian companies to improve qual-
ity, packaging, and delivery — stan-
dards that domestic consumers will 
also enjoy.

The Road Ahead:
Opportunities come with 

responsibilities. Indian exporters 
will need to meet stringent UK stan-
dards on quality, packaging, and 
timelines. Logistics and port infra-
structure will need to keep pace 
with rising volumes.

The government will also need 
to support MSMEs with financing, 

skilling, and market intelligence so 
they can take full advantage of the 
new access. But the first and most 
important step has been taken. The 
intent is clear. The door is open.

As a conclusion, we may say that 
a new chapter for brand India  has 
begun with great enthusiasm. And 
hence the UK High Commissioner 
rightly calls this Indo-UK pack a 
new global benchmark,promis-
ing lower tariffs ,stronger invest-
ment expanded market access 
and doubled bilateral trade by 
2030. Moreover, the Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade Agree-
ment(CETA) grants duty free access 
to most exports, boosting trade, 
investment, jobs and consumer  
benefits significantly. 

And at the same time our 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi  
has termed the operatinalisation 
of CETA and the Agreement on 
Social Security(ASS)  a “significant 
moment in this bilateral ties”  This 
is specially more significant in a 
moment when the the US warns 
of 100 per cent  tariffs if India buys 
Russian oil. Again it is highly rele-
vant when  “Duty-free access for 
99% of Indian goods in the UK” is 
not just a headline. It is recognition 
of 1.4 billion Indians’ hard work. It 
is proof that India is no longer con-
tent being a supplier of raw materi-
als. India wants to export finished 
goods, services, and solutions.

By securing this agreement, 
the government has shown that 
it views trade not merely as num-
bers on a spreadsheet, but as jobs, 
growth, and dignity for its people. 
This FTA inaugurates a new chap-
ter in India-UK ties. A chapter 
where India is not a rule-taker, but 
a rule-maker. As India’s products 
reach more shelves in Britain, 
India’s stature on the world stage 
will rise with them.

In a landmark moment for 
Indian trade, India and the 
United Kingdom have signed a 

comprehensive Free Trade Agree-
ment that will grant “duty-free 
access to 99% of Indian products 
in the British market.” This deal is 
set to unlock new exports corri-
dors, create jobs and boost ‘Make 
in India’ on the global stage.  It 
really marks a new economic 
chapter.

The deal, concluded after 
years of negotiations, marks a 
decisive shift in India’s economic 
diplomacy. At a time when much 
of the world is turning toward 
protectionism, India has chosen 
the path of open, fair, and rules-
based trade — and it has done so 
on terms that strongly protect 
national interests.

This is more than a trade pact. 
It is a statement of intent. A state-
ment that India is ready to com-
pete, collaborate, and lead in the 
global economy of the 21st cen-
tury.

Under the agreement, tariffs on 
the vast majority of Indian exports 
to the UK will be eliminated or sig-
nificantly reduced from day one.

The key sectors that stand to 
gain are :

1. Textiles and Apparel: 
India’s largest employ-

ment-generating sector will see 
duties of up to 12% removed in 
the UK. Export hubs in Tiruppur, 
Surat, and Bhiwadi can now com-
pete on price and quality without 
the burden of tariffs.

2. Leather, Footwear and 
Gems & Jewellery: 

Artisans and MSMEs in Agra, 
Kanpur and Chennai will get 
direct access to British consum-
ers. The removal of duties makes 
Indian products instantly more 
competitive.

3. Agriculture and Pro-
cessed Food:  

Shrimp, tea, spices, basmati 
rice, and pickles will now be 
cheaper on British supermarket 
shelves. This opens a massive mar-
ket for Indian farmers and food 
processors.

4. Engineering Goods, Auto 
Components and Chemicals:  

Small and medium manufac-
turers can now integrate into UK 
supply chains, raising both vol-
umes and value addition.

5. Services:  
The agreement also eases 

mobility for Indian profession-
als in IT, finance, education, and 
healthcare, creating new avenues 
for India’s skilled workforce.

Why this unprecedented deal 
deserves recognition is  a question 
mark before both these countries ?

The government’s negoti-
ation of this FTA reflects five 
clear strategic wins for India:

1. ‘Make in India’ Goes Global: 
Self-reliance does not mean closing 
borders. It means building prod-
ucts so good the world wants to 
buy them. This agreement gives 
Indian manufacturers the platform 
to prove exactly that.

2. Focus on Farmers and 
MSMEs:  

Unlike past trade deals that 
benefited only large corporations, 
this FTA prioritizes labor-inten-
sive sectors. From marine prod-
ucts to handicrafts, the benefits 
are designed to reach villages 
and small towns, not just metro 
exporters.

3. Jobs for India’s Youth:  
Higher exports mean 

expanded factories. Expanded 
factories mean more jobs. Sectors 
like textiles, leather, and food pro-
cessing are expected to see signifi-
cant employment growth. At the 
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NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister NarendraModi on 
Monday appealed to 
all parliamentarians 
to ensure a productive 
Monsoon Session of Par-
liament, stressing that 
meaningful discussions 
based on facts and logic 
should replace disrup-
tions and heated argu-
ments.

Speaking ahead of the 
session, Modi said both 
the monsoon season and 
the parliamentary ses-

sion should contribute 
positively to the coun-
try’s progress. He called 
for constructive debates, 
collective decisions and 
the participation of expe-
rienced lawmakers to 

address national issues.
The Monsoon Session 

is expected to witness 
strong opposition pro-
tests over issues includ-

ing the NEET paper leak, 
alleged irregularities 
related to donations at 
the Ram temple in Ayo-
dhya and concerns over 
E20 petrol.

Modi said Parliament 
should provide a plat-
form for voices driven by 
patriotism and national 
interest. He added that 
strong arguments sup-
ported by facts do not 
require raised voices, and 
every viewpoint should 
get an opportunity to be 
heard.

The prime minister 

also praised India’s young 
innovators following the 
successful launch of the 
country’s first privately 
developed orbital rocket 
by Skyroot Aerospace. 
Referring to the start-up 
team’s average age of 
28 years, he said the 
achievement reflected 
the limitless potential of 
India’s youth.

Taking a veiled dig at 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi, Modi said he was 
referring to young inno-
vators and not a “56-year-
old young man.”

Press Trust Of India

CHENNAI: C Joseph Vijay’s 
much-awaited final film 
before he entered full-
time politics as Tamil 
Nadu Chief Minister, 
‘Jana Nayagan’, is set for 
a grand worldwide the-
atrical release on July 
23. The film’s produc-
tion house, KVN Produc-
tions, has announced a 
massive release across 
nearly 8,000 screens in 
30 countries and multi-
ple Indian states, creating 
unprecedented excite-
ment among fans.

Advance bookings for 
the film opened to an 
overwhelming response, 
with tracked ticket sales 
crossing Rs 10.60 crore 
within hours. In Tamil 
Nadu alone, more than 
3,500 shows have been 
planned initially, and the 
number is expected to 
rise further due to strong 
demand. The film has a 
runtime of 3 hours and 3 
minutes.

A Theatre Owners 
Association representa-
tive said theatres across 
the state were facing tre-

mendous pressure due to 
the rush for tickets. Sev-
eral theatres have strug-
gled to meet the demand, 
with expectations that 
the film could potentially 
enter the Rs 1,000 crore 
box office club.

The advance booking 
response has been par-
ticularly strong in Tamil 
Nadu. More than 90,000 
tickets were sold within 

hours of opening sales 
across single screens and 
multiplexes. In Chen-
nai, Kamala Cinemas 
sold over 10,000 tickets 
within minutes, while 
Mayajaal Multiplex sold 
out 48 shows in less than 
an hour.

To regulate the huge 
crowds expected during 
the release, the Tamil 
Nadu government has 

capped ticket prices at Rs 
190 in Chennai. The film 
is scheduled to screen 
across around 900 the-
atres in the state.

The film’s release 
journey faced several 
challenges, including 
certification delays, 
legal hurdles and piracy 
issues. However, produc-
ers maintained that leaks 
would not significantly 
affect theatrical collec-
tions, as audiences con-
tinue to prefer watching 
major films on the big 
screen. Producer Venkat 
K Narayana confirmed 
that the theatrical version 
has undergone major 
changes compared with 
the version submitted to 
the Central Board of Film 
Certification last year. 
The seven-month delay 
allowed the team to add 
new footage, songs and 
several modifications. 

“When both are 
productive, they 
contribute to the 
well-being of the 
nation and of all 

living beings.” 
Narendra Modi,   

Prime Minister of India

HIGHLIGHT

z Under this 
mechanism, he 
instructed all 
the government 
departments to answer 
any MLA’s queries on 
any issues promptly.
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“I am talking about 
the future of lakhs 

of students. For 
that, thousands of 

children have come to 
JantarMantar.”       

MallikarjunKharge,               
Leader of Opposition

Record bookings 
for Vijay’s final film 

TN Chief Minister, C Joseph Vijay’s final film, Jana Nayagan  
is all set to release on 23rd July.

HIGHLIGHT

z Fans have gone into 
a massive frenzy over 
the film and have 
started booking tickets 
in advance.

Grave 
injustice
SRINAGAR: PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti 
on Monday criticised 
the proposed demoli-
tion of 38 buildings at 
Mohammad Ali Jauhar 
University in Rampur, 
Uttar Pradesh, calling it 
a “grave injustice” to stu-
dents and urging people 
to unite to protect the 
institution.

The Rampur Devel-
opment Authority (RDA) 
ordered the demolition, 
alleging that the buildings 
were constructed without 
approved plans. The uni-
versity, founded by jailed 
Samajwadi Party leader 
Azam Khan, argued that 
the RDA lacked juris-
diction when the struc-
tures were built, but the 
authority rejected the 
claim.

Mufti said the action 
was another “vindic-
tive” move by the Yogi 
Adityanath government 
against an institution 
providing education 
without discrimination. 
She appealed for pub-
lic support, stating that 
educated societies need 
institutions that pro-
mote accountability and 
justice.

Established in 2006, 
the university has faced 
legal disputes over 
alleged land encroach-
ment and lease viola-
tions. Azam Khan and his 
family recently stepped 
away from the universi-
ty’s governing trust.

Bengal CM sets deadlines 
for MLA queries 

|  C M  S E T S  D E A D L I N E  F O R  I S S U E  R E S O L U T I O N  |
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On Monday, CM 
SuvenduAdhikari 
announced a new 
mechanism in the 
Assembly session.

KOLKATA: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Suven-
duAdhikari on Monday 
announced a new mecha-
nism to ensure that issues 
and requests raised by 
legislators in the state 
Assembly are addressed 
within a fixed timeframe. 
He directed all gov-
ernment departments 
to respond to matters 
raised by MLAs within 
seven days and placed 
the entire monitoring 
process under the direct 
supervision of the Chief 
Minister’s Office (CMO).

Making the announce-
ment during the 
extended budget session 
of the Assembly, Adhikari 
said that concerns raised 
by legislators during the 

Mention Hour would no 
longer remain pending 
for an indefinite period. 
Every representation sub-
mitted by an MLA would 
now have to be processed 
within a stipulated dead-
line.

Under the new system, 
the concerned depart-
ment will be required to 
send a written response 
to the MLA within one 
week, clearly stating the 
government’s position 
on the issue. The depart-
ment will also have to 
mention a specific time-
line for completing the 

proposed work instead of 
giving vague assurances 
that action is being taken.

The chief minister said 
that if a particular request 
could not be accepted or 
implemented, the depart-
ment concerned would 
have to provide a written 
explanation for the deci-
sion. This, he said, would 
bring greater transpar-
ency and accountabil-
ity to the administrative 
process. To ensure strict 
compliance, copies of all 
departmental replies will 
have to be submitted to 
the CMO. Adhikari said he 

would personally review 
the progress of each case 
and ensure that the final 
decision on every MLA’s 
request is communicated 
within three months.

The announcement 
received appreciation 
from members across 
party lines, with leg-
islators from both the 
treasury and opposition 
benches expressing sup-
port by thumping their 
desks. Former minister 
and Trinamool Congress 
MLA Firhad Hakim wel-
comed the move, describ-
ing it as a historic step. He 
said such a system had 
not been witnessed in the 
Assembly in the last 15 
years or even earlier.

Medicine 
racket 

First dengue 
vaccine

GURUGRAM: The Hary-
ana Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), in 
coordination with Guru-
gram and Delhi Police, 
has busted an interstate 
gang involved in sup-
plying counterfeit blood 
pressure medicines. Two 
accused, identified as 
SubratDiwedi from Delhi 
and Zubair from Morada-
bad, Uttar Pradesh, were 
arrested during the oper-
ation. Officials said the 
gang was distributing fake 
‘Telmisartan AM’ (Tel-
ma-AM), a medicine used 
for controlling high blood 
pressure, across Haryana 
and Delhi markets. The 
authorities recovered 178 
strips of counterfeit medi-
cines, while investigations 
revealed that around 1,700 
strips had been procured 
with an MRP of Rs 350 
each. The supply chain 
was traced to a wholesale 
drug agency, ‘Shri Balaji 
Forum’, in Gurugram, 
which allegedly lacked a 
valid drug licence. Pre-
liminary investigation 
found that the fake medi-
cines were manufactured 
in Roorkee, Uttarakhand, 
and supplied through 
Lucknow.

NEW DELHI: Takeda Bio-
pharmaceuticals India 
Pvt. Ltd. today announced 
that the DCGI has granted 
market authorization (CT-
20, NDCT Rules,2019) 
for QDENGA, Takeda’s 
dengue vaccine for the 
prevention of dengue dis-
ease in individuals aged 
4–60.QDENGA is the first-
dengue vaccine approved 
in India and can be used 
in individuals regard-
less of previous dengue 
exposure, without the 
need for pre-vaccination 
testing. This approval 
marks an important 
step in strengthening 
dengue prevention 
efforts in India, where 
the disease remains a 
significant public health 
challenge. Dengue is a 
mosquito-borne viral 
disease that poses a 
significant global pub-
lic health threat, with 
prevalence in over 
125 countries. India 
accounts for nearly 
one-third of the global 
dengue burden. 

| SINCERE APPEAL | 

‘Include all voices in parliamentary debates’

SRINAGAR: Torrential rains lashed 
several parts of Kashmir on Monday, 
causing waterlogging in many areas 
and disrupting normal life. The Mete-
orological Department has forecast 
more spells of rainfall and thunder-
showers across the Valley till July 23.

Officials said heavy rainfall was 
reported in most parts of Kashmir 
since early Monday morning. In cen-
tral Kashmir’s Ganderbal district, 
intense rains and a cloudburst trig-
gered a flash flood-like situation in the 
Safapora area, leading to a sudden rise 
in water levels in nearby water bodies. 
The incident created panic among res-
idents, though no loss of life or prop-
erty was reported.

Several areas, including Srinagar, 
witnessed water accumulation due to 
continuous rainfall, affecting traffic 
movement and causing congestion 
on roads. According to officials, Sri-
nagar received 45.6 mm of rainfall in 

the 24 hours till 8.30 am on Monday. 
Other areas recorded significant rain-
fall, including Ganderbal with 46 mm, 
Pahalgam 3.2 mm, Gulmarg 8.2 mm, 
Pampore 21.5 mm, Budgam 15 mm, 
Bandipora 10.5 mm and Sopore in 
Baramulla district with 55.4 mm.

The Meteorological Department 
predicted widespread rainfall across 
the Kashmir Valley until July 23, with 
chances of isolated heavy rain, thun-
derstorms and lightning between July 
21 and 23.

The weather department also 
warned of possible hazards at vulner-
able locations, including gusty winds 
reaching 40-60 kmph, landslides, 
mudslides, shooting stones, flash 
floods and further waterlogging.

Authorities have advised people 
in vulnerable areas to remain cau-
tious and follow safety instructions 
as weather conditions continue to 
remain unstable.
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HEAVY MONSOON
Torrential downpour triggers waterlogging  

crisis in Kashmir

ONGC CSR FUNDS
Congress questions ONGC CSR allocations to  

RSS-affiliated groups in Karnataka

BENGALURU: Karnataka Congress pres-
ident B K Hariprasad on Monday raised 
concerns over the alleged allocation of 
ONGC’s Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) funds to organisations linked 
with the RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh 
(RSS), calling for greater transparency 
and accountability in the use of public 
resources.

Referring to a media report, Harip-
rasad alleged that the state-owned oil 
company had provided Rs 668 crore in 
CSR funds to 20 RSS-linked organisa-
tions over the past decade. He said the 
matter required public scrutiny and 
clarity regarding the process of fund 
allocation.

In a post on social media platform 
X, Hariprasad questioned the reported 
funding pattern and linked it with what 
he described as repeated allegations 
of public resources being directed 
towards organisations associated with 

the RSS ecosystem. He cited exam-
ples including temple offerings, disas-
ter relief funds, Covid relief funds, 
public land and development-related 
resources.

Hariprasad also questioned the RSS’s 
claim that it does not receive govern-
ment funding. He asked how the organ-
isation could maintain independence 
if taxpayer-supported resources were 
allegedly reaching its affiliated groups.



CLOSE UP

‘Savarkar’ gave me national 
recognition – Randeep  
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OTT Watch

insignificant compared to the 
sacrifices made by Savarkar in 
real life. Hooda dedicated the 
National Award to the entire 
cast and crew, thanking them 
for believing in the project 
through every high and low.

Calling the recognition 
a collective achievement, 
he expressed hope that the 
film would inspire younger 

audiences to explore Savar-
kar’s life and legacy. The 
72nd National Film Awards 
also honoured several other 
acclaimed films and artists, 
with Article 370 winning Best 
Feature Film, while Kartik 
Aaryan, Mammootty, Yami 
Gautam and Dhanush were 
among the prominent win-
ners.

“Every journey has a moment that 
reminds you why you never gave 
up. Today is that moment for me. 

Receiving the National Award 
for Article 370 is an honour I will 

cherish for the rest of my life.”     
Yami Gautam

Ransom  
Canyon brings 

fresh twists

The Dink serves 
up laughter  

The Dink premieres on 
Apple TV+ on July 24. 
Starring Jake Johnson, 

the comedy follows 
an injured tennis pro 

who unexpectedly 
embraces pickleball, 
leading to hilarious 
moments alongside 

Ben Stiller, Ed Harris 
and Mary Steenburgen.

Bachelor party 
chaos in 72 Hours 

Kevin Hart headlines 
comedy film 72 Hours, 

streaming on Netflix 
from July 24. The story 

follows a struggling 
executive who unex-

pectedly joins a group 
of twenty-somethings 
on a chaotic three-day 

bachelor party, sparking 
hilarious adventures.

Sony almost 
rejected Boogie 

Woogie  

Jaaved Jaaferi revealed 
Boogie Woogie was 

nearly rejected as “down 
market” by Sony’s cre-
ative team. He credited 
executive Sudesh Iyer’s 

belief in the concept 
for helping the iconic 

dance reality show reach 
television.

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

Nolan’s next film after three  
year sabbatical 

Ac t o r- f i l m m a ke r 
Randeep Hooda 
has won the Best 

Debut Director award at 
the 72nd National Film 
Awards for Swatantrya 
Veer Savarkar. The rec-
ognition marks a signifi-
cant milestone in his 
career, as the film also 
saw him essay the lead 
role of Vinayak Damodar 
Savarkar while serving as 
co-writer and director. 
Reacting to the honour, 
Hooda admitted that the 
achievement still feels 
unreal after the demand-
ing journey of bringing 
the biographical drama 
to life. He said the proj-
ect required more from 
him than anything he 
had undertaken before. 
“Being announced 
as the winner of the 
National Award for Best 
Debut Director for Swa-
tantrya Veer Savarkar is 
a moment I’m still try-
ing to process,” he said. 
Reflecting on the film-
making process, Hooda 
described it as a chal-
lenging experience filled 
with hurdles at every 
stage. He shared that 
despite repeated obsta-
cles, the team remained 
committed to complet-
ing the film with hon-
esty and determination. 
“As an actor, co-writer 
and first-time director, I 
gave this film everything 
I had because I felt an 
immense responsibil-
ity towards telling Veer 
Savarkar’s story with 
sincerity and honesty,” 
he said. The actor 
also noted that the 
struggles faced dur-
ing production were 

Central Chronicle News

Acclaimed film-
maker Christo-
pher Nolan has 

revealed that audiences 
may have to wait at 
least three years for his 
next project following 
the release of his epic 
historical fantasy The 
Odyssey. Reflecting on 
the demanding pro-
duction, Nolan admit-
ted the ambitious film 
pushed both him and 
his team to their limits. 
Nolan said, “I definitely 
hit the limits of my own 
stamina and everybody’s 
stamina. It’s The Odys-
sey, of course it should 

be difficult. We’re not 
doing the job right mak-
ing a film of The Odyssey 
if it doesn’t seem diffi-
cult.” The filmmaker also 
spoke about his long-held 

ambition of shooting 
an entire feature using 
IMAX cameras. He said 
the scale and vision of 
The Odyssey made it the 
ideal project to fulfil that 
dream. Released globally 
on Friday, The Odyssey 
has already crossed the 

USD 200 million mark 
at the worldwide box 
office. The film boasts 
a star-studded cast led 
by Matt Damon as Odys-
seus, alongside Tom 
Holland, Zendaya, Anne 
Hathaway, Robert Pattin-
son, Lupita Nyong’o and 

Charlize Theron. Based 
on Homer’s ancient 
Greek epic poem, the 
film follows King Odys-
seus on his perilous 
10-year journey home 
after the Trojan War. 
Battling vengeful gods, 
mythical creatures and 
powerful enchantresses, 
he fights to reunite 
with his wife Penelope 
and son Telemachus. 
Produced by Syncopy 
Inc. and distributed by 
Universal Pictures, the 
film also features Jon 
Bernthal, John Legui-
zamo and Travis Scott in 
key roles.

‘I Gave This Film 
Everything’: 
Randeep Hooda

Randeep Hooda bags Best Debut Director award for Savarkar biopic successfully.

HIGHLIGHT

z Christopher Nolan 
confirms lengthy 
break after ambitious 
The Odyssey success 
worldwide.

z Highlight: The 
Odyssey crossed 
$200 million globally 
following its successful 
theatrical release 
worldwide.
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Trending on Insta
@katrinakaif  

Katrina Kaif’s sweet moments 
with baby Vihaan       
Actress Katrina Kaif shared heartwarming 
glimpses from her first birthday celebration as a 
mother. The photos featured adorable moments 
with son Vihaan, including a sweet kiss on his 
hand, alongside candid pictures with husband 
Vicky Kaushal and family.

Priyanka Chopra’s 44th birthday celebrations 
continued as husband Nick Jonas shared a 
romantic video from their Spain getaway. The 
clip captures Priyanka enjoying time aboard 
a yacht, smiling at the camera and blowing 
Nick a flying kiss against a picturesque seaside 
backdrop. Along with the video, Nick penned a 
heartfelt message, writing, “¡Feliz cumpleaños! 
Mi amor,” which translates to “Happy birthday, 
my love.” The intimate post delighted fans, 
offering a glimpse into the couple’s vacation. 
The birthday tribute came shortly after new 
stills from Priyanka’s upcoming Telugu film 
Varanasi were unveiled, building excitement 
for her return to Indian cinema.

Punjabi music gets a fresh party anthem with 
Jugni, the latest collaboration between Sonu 
Thukral and B Praak. The high-energy track 
has quickly gained popularity, crossing 3.2 
million views soon after its debut. Featuring 
Jacqueline Fernandez, the song blends catchy 
Punjabi-Haryanvi beats with vibrant visuals 
and powerful vocals. Directed by Arvvindr S. 
Khaira, the music video showcases Jacqueline’s 
energetic dance performance, adding glamour 
to the celebration. Composed by MNLTX and 
Avvy Sra with lyrics by Fxrzii, Jugni delivers 
infectious rhythms, polished production and 
commercial appeal, making it a strong con-
tender for this season’s biggest party hit.

Hot Pair
Priyanka Chopra receives 

sweet birthday wish from Nick  

Music

Jugni delivers unstoppable 
party vibes instantly  

Web Series

The East Palace ending  
decoded completely  
Netflix’s The East Palace ends by revealing that 
the royal curse was never the true cause of the 
palace murders. Instead, Saeng Gang discovers 
that her grandmother secretly orchestrated the 
killings to secure her son’s path to the throne. 
Later, the Crown Prince continued the cycle of 
bloodshed by murdering his brothers, before 
becoming a vengeful spirit after his death. Gu 
Cheon ultimately defeats the evil spirit and 
saves Saeng Gang, but the final scene shows a 
spiritual chain still binding him to the Realm 
of Gwi. While the mystery concludes, the end-
ing leaves room for a potential second season, 
though Netflix has not confirmed one.
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Ransom Canyon returns 
to Netflix with season 2 on 
July 23, continuing the saga 

of three powerful Texan 
ranching families. Old 

rivalries, hidden secrets 
and complicated relation-
ships drive the drama in 

the new season.

&Glitters

Christopher Nolan during the 
premiere of the film The Odyssey

A heated clash on The 
Alliance left Kushal 

Tandon in tears after 
host Kunal Kemmu 
reprimanded him 
for pushing Nikhil 

Chinapa. Calling the 
act unacceptable, 

Kunal reminded con-
testants that physical 

aggression violates the 
show’s rules.

Kushal breaks 
down on Alliance 



HIGHLIGHT

z Rain-soaked forests 
and cascading waterfalls 
make Wayanad irresistible 
during monsoon holidays.

HIGHLIGHT

z Spectacular ice 
sculptures transform 
Harbin into a magical 
seasonal destination.
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TRAVELOGUE

‘Wayanad’ is 
truly South 

India’s 
monsoon 

escape 

Excursion
WindowView

SPORTS DESTINATIONS WORTH VISITING GLOBALLY

|  TRAIL | 

Harbin’s frozen kingdom is every traveller’s dream
Central Chronicle News

Harbin’s frozen won-
derland offers unfor-
gettable winter adven-
tures for every traveller.

S ome destinations impress 
with beaches or moun-
tains, but China’s Harbin 

offers something far more 
extraordinary a spectacular 
city carved entirely from ice 
and snow that exists for only 
a brief period each winter. 
Located in Heilongjiang prov-
ince, one of China’s coldest 
regions, Harbin transforms 
into a frozen wonderland 
before disappearing with the 
arrival of spring. The highlight 
is the world-famous Harbin Ice 
and Snow World, one of the 
largest ice-and-snow theme 
parks globally. Every winter, 
massive blocks of ice harvested 
from the frozen Songhua River 
are sculpted into breathtaking 
castles, palaces, bridges and 
famous landmarks. Skilled art-
ists spend weeks creating intri-
cate masterpieces that capti-
vate visitors from around the 

world. While the sculptures 
are impressive during daylight, 
the real magic begins after sun-
set. Thousands of colourful 
LED lights illuminate the trans-
parent ice structures, bathing 
them in brilliant shades of 
blue, pink, green and purple. 
The glowing landscape cre-

ates a dreamlike atmosphere 
that has made Harbin a favour-
ite among photographers and 
winter travellers. Beyond the 
ice festival, visitors can enjoy 
giant snow sculptures at Sun 
Island Scenic Area, glide down 
ice slides, skate across frozen 
surfaces and savour hearty 
Dongbei cuisine. Harbin’s fas-
cinating blend of Chinese and 
Russian heritage is reflected in 
its architecture, churches and 
culinary traditions, adding cul-
tural depth to every visit.

The Harbin International 
Ice and Snow Festival generally 
runs from late December or 
early January until late Febru-
ary, with January offering the 
best conditions to admire the 
frozen creations. Tempera-
tures often fall below minus 20 
degrees Celsius, making warm 
clothing essential.

For travellers seeking a truly 
unique winter adventure, Har-
bin delivers an unforgettable 
experience. Its breathtaking 
ice city is a reminder that some 
of the world’s most remarkable 
attractions are also the most 
temporary, making every visit 
feel even more special.

Wayanad’s beauty peaks during monsoon.

Tivoli 
Gardens’ 
Japanese 
Magic

Copenhagen’s 
iconic Tivoli 
Gardens 
continues 
to enchant 
visitors with its 
blend of history 
and modern 

attractions. The newly unveiled Hikari land introduces 
a vibrant Japanese-inspired world featuring neon-
lit streets, cultural architecture, authentic dining 
experiences and family-friendly rides. Beautiful 
gardens, thrilling roller coasters and evening light 
displays create a magical atmosphere, making Tivoli one 
of Europe’s most charming theme parks. It is an ideal 
destination for families, couples and travellers seeking 
classic amusement with contemporary experiences..

Walt Disney World’s Endless Magic
Walt Disney World in 
Florida continues to 
captivate visitors with 
four incredible theme 
parks packed with world-
famous attractions. Guests 
can enjoy thrilling rides 
like TRON Lightcycle / 
Run, dazzling nighttime 
shows, seasonal festivals 
and unforgettable 
character encounters. From 
adventurous roller coasters 
to magical parades, every 
experience creates lasting 
memories. Exceptional 

dining, entertainment and accommodation options make 
it a complete holiday destination, ensuring visitors of all 
ages experience the timeless Disney magic throughout 
every unforgettable visit.

Europa-Park’s 
Thrilling 
Adventures

Germany’s 
Europa-Park is 
among Europe’s 
top amusement 
destinations, offering 
thrilling rides inspired 
by different European 
countries. Its latest 
Croatia-themed 

area features the spectacular Voltron Nevera roller 
coaster, attracting adrenaline enthusiasts worldwide. 
Visitors can also explore beautifully themed villages, 
family attractions, entertaining live performances and 
international dining experiences. Combining innovation 
with immersive storytelling, Europa-Park delivers 
excitement for every generation, making it an essential 
destination for travellers seeking unforgettable 
adventures and world-class entertainment.

Efteling’s 
Fairytale 
Wonderland 

Located in the 
Netherlands, 
Efteling transforms 
classic fairy tales 
into magical 
adventures 
through enchanting 
forests, castles 
and imaginative 
attractions. 

Families can explore the Fairytale Forest, ride the 
thrilling Baron 1898 dive coaster and experience 
the newly opened Hooghmoed drop tower. Beautiful 
scenery, immersive storytelling and creative attractions 
create a truly unique atmosphere. Whether visiting with 
children or rediscovering childhood memories, Efteling 
offers unforgettable experiences where fantasy and 
adventure come together beautifully.

Tokyo DisneySea’s Fantasy Escape
Tokyo DisneySea is celebrated for its breathtaking 
design and imaginative themed worlds unlike any 
other Disney park. The spectacular Fantasy Springs 
expansion allows visitors to enter magical lands 
inspired by Frozen, Peter Pan and Tangled. Stunning 
waterfront settings, innovative attractions, immersive 
entertainment and beautifully themed restaurants 
enhance every visit. Blending creativity, technology 
and storytelling, Tokyo DisneySea continues to 
attract travellers seeking extraordinary adventures, 
unforgettable family moments and one of the world’s 
finest theme park experiences.

Wayanad emerges as India’s 
favourite monsoon escape 

with soaring travel bookings.

T he monsoon is no longer 
considered an off-sea-
son for travel. Instead, 

it has become one of the most 
sought-after times to explore 
India’s lush landscapes, and 
Kerala’s Wayanad is leading 
the trend. According to recent 
travel booking insights, this 
scenic hill station has emerged 
as the country’s fastest-grow-
ing monsoon destination, 
recording an impressive 160% 
rise in hotel bookings, making 
it the top choice for rain lovers. 

Nestled in the Western Ghats, 
Wayanad offers a refreshing 
blend of mist-covered hills, 
dense forests, sprawling cof-
fee and spice plantations, and 
peaceful surroundings. Unlike 
crowded tourist hotspots, the 
destination retains its natu-
ral charm, offering visitors a 
tranquil retreat amidst breath-
taking greenery. The rainy 
season transforms Wayanad 
into a visual delight. Waterfalls 
such as Soochipara, Meen-
mutty and Kanthanpara gush 
with renewed energy, while 
popular attractions includ-
ing Chembra Peak, Edakkal 
Caves, Vythiri and Kalpetta 
become even more pictur-
esque beneath cloudy skies. 
The region’s cool climate, with 

temperatures typically rang-
ing between 15°C and 25°C, 
adds to its appeal for those 
seeking a refreshing getaway. 
Nature enthusiasts will also 
appreciate the Wayanad Wild-
life Sanctuary, where mon-
soon showers revive the for-
ests, creating ideal conditions 
for spotting rich flora and 
fauna. The fragrance of rain-
soaked earth, spices and euca-
lyptus further enhances the 
experience. The growing pop-
ularity of Wayanad reflects a 

broader shift in travel prefer-
ences, with more people plan-
ning holidays around the rainy 
season. From misty hill sta-
tions to coastal escapes, mon-
soon tourism is flourishing 
across the country. For trav-
ellers looking to experience 
nature at its most vibrant, 
Wayanad offers the perfect 
combination of scenic beauty, 
pleasant weather and peace-
ful escapes, making it one of 
India’s most rewarding mon-
soon destinations.

Harbin is unlike 
anywhere else in 
the world.
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Rohit and Virat, 
my concern is 

Yashasvi Jaiswal 
getting enough 

game time.
 Yuvraj Singh 

 Former India All-
rounder
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World Cup redefines football’s global spectacle
Sports

Press Trust Of India

ATLANTA:  The curtain 
came down on the larg-
est FIFA World Cup in 
history with Spain defeat-
ing defending champions 
Argentina in a memorable 
final, concluding a tour-
nament that pushed the 
boundaries of football in 
both scale and spectacle. 
The first-ever 48-team 
edition successfully 
expanded the game’s 
reach, giving emerging 
nations a bigger platform 
while producing several 
unforgettable moments.

Despite concerns 
that a larger field would 
result in one-sided con-
tests, smaller nations 
proved they belonged on 
football’s biggest stage. 
Cape Verde became the 
tournament’s surprise 
package by holding even-
tual champions Spain to 
a draw before reaching 
the knockout rounds and 
stretching Argentina to 
extra time. Congo also 
impressed by progressing 
beyond the group stage, 
while Curaçao remained 
in contention until its 
final group match. Their 
performances underlined 
the growing competitive-
ness of world football.

The established stars 
also delivered. Kylian 
Mbappé finished as the 
tournament’s leading 
scorer with 10 goals, 
while Lionel Messi once 
again inspired Argentina 
with another remarkable 
World Cup campaign. 
Erling Haaland, Harry 
Kane and Jude Belling-
ham also produced mem-

orable displays, while 
Cristiano Ronaldo bid 
farewell to World Cup 
football after Portugal’s 
exit.

Technology remained 
one of the tournament’s 
biggest talking points. 
VAR decisions and the 
use of sensor-equipped 
match balls overturned 
several crucial goals, 
generating fierce debates 
over accuracy and consis-
tency. While technology 

enhanced decision-mak-
ing, critics argued that 
it often interrupted the 
game’s natural flow and 
emotional spontaneity.

C ommerc ia l i sat ion 
also came under scru-
tiny. Dynamic ticket pric-
ing pushed official match 
tickets to unprecedented 
levels, making atten-
dance difficult for many 
supporters. Although 
FIFA introduced a lim-
ited number of subsidised 

tickets, soaring resale 
prices fuelled criticism. 
Nevertheless, stadi-
ums remained packed 
throughout the tourna-
ment, reflecting football’s 
unmatched global popu-
larity.

Another controversial 
innovation was FIFA’s 
introduction of manda-
tory hydration breaks 
midway through each 
half. Intended to protect 
players from extreme 

summer temperatures, 
the stoppages were criti-
cised by fans and former 
players, who felt they 
disrupted the rhythm of 
matches while offering 
coaches tactical timeouts 
and broadcasters addi-
tional advertising oppor-
tunities.

Off the field, geopo-
litical issues continued 
to intersect with sport. 
Iran’s participation amid 
regional conflict, visa 

restrictions affecting 
its delegation and trav-
el-related controversies 
highlighted the complex 
relationship between 
international politics and 
global sporting events. 
Meanwhile, debates sur-
rounding immigration 
policies and the perceived 
influence of political lead-
ers on tournament mat-
ters added further layers 
to an already eventful 
competition.

Ultimately, the 2026 
World Cup demonstrated 
that football’s greatest 
strength lies in its abil-
ity to unite nations while 
continuously evolving. It 
combined breathtaking 
football with technologi-
cal innovation, commer-
cial ambition and global 
debate, ensuring it will 
be remembered as one 
of the sport’s most trans-
formative and influential 
tournaments.

The 2026 FIFA 
World Cup will be 

remembered as 
the tournament 

that transformed 
football on an 

unprecedented 
scale. Expanded 
to 48 teams and 

staged across 
the United 

States, Canada 
and Mexico, it 

featured a record 
104 matches 

over nearly six 
weeks, delivering 

unforgettable 
drama, 

breathtaking 
goals and 
inspiring 
underdog 

stories. While 
the competition 
showcased the 

sport’s growing 
global appeal, 
it also sparked 
debates over 
technology, 

ticket prices, 
hydration breaks 

and political 
controversies. 
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India’s star-stud-
ded shooting squad 
targets medals and 
momentum at presti-
gious ISSF World Cup 
tournament.

HANGZHOU (CHINA):  
Olympic medallists Manu 
Bhaker and Swapnil 
Kusale will spearhead 
India’s challenge at the 
ISSF World Cup, begin-
ning on July 22, with the 
country fielding one of 
its strongest contingents 
across rifle, pistol, shot-
gun and mixed team 
events. The tournament, 
which concludes on July 
28, offers India’s shooters 
another opportunity to 
showcase their growing 
dominance on the inter-
national stage.

The Indian squad 
features an impressive 
blend of Olympic medal-
lists, experienced cam-
paigners and emerging 
talents. Alongside Bhaker 

and Kusale, the team 
includes top shooters 
such as Aishwary Pratap 
Singh Tomar, Esha Singh, 
Elavenil Valarivan, Sift 
Kaur Samra, Suruchi, 
Anish Bhanwala, Gan-
emat Sekhon, Raiza 
Dhillon and Olympian 

Anant Jeet Singh Naruka.
India’s rifle cam-

paign will see Parth 
Rakesh Mane, Himanshu 
Dhillon, Shahu Tushar 
Mane and Rudrankksh 
Balasaheb Patil compete 
in the men’s 10m air rifle, 
while Elavenil Valarivan, 

Sonam Uttam Maskar 
and Sakshi Sunil Padekar 
feature in the women’s 
event. In the 50m rifle 
three positions compe-
tition, Aishwary, Niraj 
Kumar and Rudrankksh 
will contest the men’s cat-
egory, while Ashi Chouk-

sey, Vidarsa K. Vinod and 
Sift Kaur Samra will rep-
resent the women.

The pistol squad will 
be led by Suruchi, Esha 
Singh and Sainyam in 
the women’s 10m air 
pistol, with Kedarling B. 
Uchaganve, Kamaljeet 

and Aakash Bhardwaj 
competing in the men’s 
event. Manu Bhaker 
headlines the women’s 
25m pistol team along-
side Esha Singh and 
veteran Rahi Sarnobat, 
while Anish Bhanwala 
leads the men’s rapid fire 
pistol challenge.

In shotgun events, 
India has named strong 
trap and skeet squads 
featuring Vivaan Kapoor, 
Bhowneesh Mendiratta, 
Ganemat Sekhon, Rajes-
hwari Kumari and other 
accomplished shooters.

India will also com-
pete in the 10m air rifle, 
10m air pistol and trap 
mixed team events. The 
opening medals will be 
decided in the mixed air 
pistol and men’s 10m air 
rifle events on July 22, 
with the Indian contin-
gent aiming to begin the 
campaign on a winning 
note and reinforce the 
country’s growing repu-
tation as a global shoot-
ing powerhouse.

Manu Bhaker, Swapnil Kusale eyes shooting glory in China

MUMBAI:  On the occa-
sion of World Chess Day, 
the Global Chess League 
(GCL), a joint venture 
between Tech Mahindra 
and FIDE, announced the 
return of Road2GCL, its 
community engagement 
initiative leading up to Sea-
son 4 in Bengaluru from 
September 3–14. Rolling out 
in phases over the coming 
weeks, the initiative will 
bring together players, 
clubs, schools, creators and 
chess enthusiasts through 
competitions, community 
events and creator collab-
orations, extending the 
league experience beyond 
the tournament itself. 

At the heart of the ini-
tiative is the belief that 
the journey to the Global 
Chess League should be as 
exciting as the tournament 
itself. Through a series of 
initiatives in the lead-up to 
Season 4, it aims to create 
meaningful opportunities 
for players, clubs, schools, 
creators and fans to engage 
with the game and become 
part of the league’s growing 
community.

Leading the initiative is 
Road2GCL Contenders, a 
competition that will pro-
vide aspiring players with a 

pathway to compete against 
Global Chess League stars 
through a multi-stage qual-
ification process culminat-
ing in a special showdown. 
The inaugural edition saw 
Jose Martinez (Open), WGM 
Mai Narva (Women’s) and 
IM Faustino Oro (Under-
21) emerge as champions 
in their respective catego-
ries, with this year’s com-
petition set to once again 
spotlight emerging talent 
from across the chess com-
munity.

Commenting on the 
launch, Gourav Rakshit, 
Commissioner, Global 
Chess League, said: “The 
Global Chess League was 
created to reimagine how 
chess is experienced, not 
just during the tourna-
ment, but throughout the 
season. Road2GCL reflects 
that vision by creating 
opportunities for people of 
all ages and skill levels to 
engage with the game, con-
nect with the wider chess 
community and become 
part of the journey to Sea-
son 4. As the sport con-
tinues to grow, initiatives 
like these help make chess 
more accessible, partici-
pative and culturally rele-
vant.”

Global Chess League 
launches Road2GCL 

initiative ahead of Season 4

Gill raises fitness alarm before World Cup
 Press Trust Of India

LONDON: India ODI cap-
tain Shubman Gill has 
expressed serious con-
cern over the recurring 
injuries affecting the 
team, saying frequent fit-
ness setbacks are disrupt-
ing combinations and 
raising questions ahead 
of next year’s ODI World 
Cup. 

Following India’s 1-2 
series defeat to England, 
Gill noted that at least five 
players from the original 
squad missed the final 
match due to injuries. 

He highlighted that 
bowlers are struggling 

to remain fit beyond two 
or three games, making 
it difficult to build con-
sistency. With the World 
Cup potentially requiring 
teams to play 11 consecu-
tive matches, Gill stressed 
the need for improved 

fitness standards. He also 
criticised last-minute 
injury reports, saying 
they force management 
into unwanted tactical 
changes and leave little 
room for effective plan-
ning.

New Zealand beats West Indies in a 1-wicket thriller
 Press Trust Of India

BRIDGETOWN:  Mark 
Chapman scored 80 and 
Mitchell Santner shep-
herded the tail to guide 
New Zealand to a tense 
one-wicket win over West 
Indies in the fourth one-
day cricket international 
Sunday and to an unas-
sailable 3-1 lead in the five-
match series.

Santner was dropped 
with three runs needed 
and one wicket in hand, 
and last batter Jayden 
Lennox survived reviews 
for caught behind and 
lbw, before New Zealand 
edged past West Indies’ 

modest total of 188 with 
35 balls remaining.

Santner, the New Zea-
land captain, hit the win-
ning runs from the first 
ball of the 45th over to 

finish 34 not out and to 
spoil West Indies’ hopes 
of achieving a series-lev-
eling victory to pay trib-
ute to cricket great Garry 
Sobers.

� Viswanathan Anand with fans at Global Chess League
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Sindhu eyes succes-
sive titles as India 
seeks strong China 
Open campaign with-
out Satwik-Chirag.

CHANGZHOU: Bolstered 
by her Japan Open tri-
umph, India’s PV Sindhu 
will spearhead the coun-
try’s challenge at the 
China Open Super 1000 
tournament starting on 
Tuesday, but Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty will miss the event 
as the former continues 
to recover from a shoul-
der injury.

India’s badminton con-
tingent will look to build 
on a productive week on 
the BWF World Tour, with 
Sindhu returning to China 
in red-hot form after cap-
turing her first title in 
nearly two years.

The two-time Olympic 
medallist enjoyed a flaw-
less campaign in Japan, 
defeating three-time 
world champion Akane 

Yamaguchi in the final and 
winning all her matches in 
straight games.

The 2016 China Open 
champion will look to 
carry that momentum 
into the tournament, 
where she opens her 
campaign against compa-
triot Unnati Hooda.

Sindhu could face 
fourth seed Chen Yu Fei 
of China in the second 
round. The Tokyo Olym-
pic champion retired 
with a hamstring injury 
during her Japan Open 
semifinal last week and 
is scheduled to begin her 
campaign against Japan’s 

Natsuki Nidaira, provided 
she recovers in time.

Devika Sihag is the 
other Indian in the wom-
en’s singles draw and 
will begin her campaign 
against Thailand’s Busa-
nan Ongbamrungphan.

Satwik and Chirag, 
who won the Singapore 

Open Super 750 last 
month but withdrew 
from the Japan Open after 
Satwik’s recurring shoul-
der injury flared up, have 
opted to skip the China 
Open to focus on regain-
ing full fitness ahead of 
the World Champion-
ships, which return to 
India after 17 years.

The men’s singles draw 
features Lakshya Sen, 
Paris Olympics semifinal-
ist, world No. 24 Ayush 
Shetty and experienced 
campaigner HS Prannoy.

Lakshya will look to 
bounce back from his 
opening-round exit at 
the Japan Open when he 
takes on Japan’s Yushi 
Tanaka. Ayush faces Indo-
nesia’s Alwi Farhan, while 
Prannoy, the 2023 World 
Championships bronze 
medallist, will meet 
Malaysia’s Leong Jun Hao.

India’s challenge in the 
mixed doubles will be led 
by Tanisha Crasto and 
Dhruv Kapila, who face 
China’s fifth seeds Guo 
Xin Wa and Chen Fang 
Hui in the opening round.

 Press Trust Of India

The 2012 London 
Olympics bronze 
medallist also hoped 
the younger crop of 
players would achieve 
consistency.

NEW DELHI:  Indian bad-
minton great Saina Neh-
wal is impressed with 
PV Sindhu’s improved 
attack, and said the Japan 
Open triumph showed 
the two-time Olympic 
medallist still has it in 
her to win more titles as 
champions can never be 
written off.

The 31-year-old Sindhu 
clinched her maiden 
Super 750 title at the 
Japan Open after defeat-
ing three-time world 
champion Akane Yam-
aguchi of Japan in straight 
games in the women’s 
singles final in Tokyo on 
Sunday.

It was her biggest title 
since winning the 2019 
World Championships. 
Her previous titles came 
at the 2022 Singapore 
Open Super 500 and the 
2024 Syed Modi Interna-
tional Super 300.

“The last 2-3 years 
were actually very tough. 

She was trying to come 
out of the injuries but the 
way she has come out of 
it... the Super Series win 
that she won yesterday 
after defeating three or 
four top players here. 
And quite comfortably, 
she has attacked very 
hard. Her attack has 
improved a lot,” Saina 
said.

“So, that shows that, 
obviously, there are 
opportunities to win. But 
as you age, with injuries, 
you have to tackle it well. 
So, it is stressful when 
you play at that level. 
So, I am sure she is going 
through a little bit of 
stress and pressure.

“But I think after win-
ning this, she has got her 
confidence back. And you 
can never write a cham-
pion off. She is always 

going to come back and 
do well. She has played 
at that level for so many 
years.”

The 2012 London 
Olympics bronze med-
allist also hoped the 
younger crop of players 
would achieve consis-
tency.

“I think a lot of young-
sters who are playing 
well, they have to come 
and win. Because consis-
tency is very important 
in badminton,” she said 
on the sidelines of a Niva 
Bupa event.

“That’s why I think 
we are the second most 
loved sport. Because 
there is a lot of consis-
tency. So, just the juniors 
have to look forward to 
the next championship. 
And doing well there is 
important.”
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You can never write a 
champion off: Saina  
Nehwal on Sindhu

Sindhu leads Indian 
challenge at China Open

Fresh from her Japan Open triumph, PV Sindhu leads India’s challenge at the prestigious 
China Open, aiming to sustain winning momentum against the world’s best.

Press Trust Of India

India were well-
placed at 253 for 
three in 65 overs 
when the umpires 
were forced to call 
off the day’s play.

COLOMBO:  Kushagra 
Ojha struck a composed 
unbeaten century to 
anchor India U-19’s 
innings and steer the 
visitors to a position of 
strength after a horror 
start against Sri Lanka 
on a truncated opening 
day of the second Youth 
Test here on Monday.

India were well-
placed at 253 for three 
in 65 overs when the 
umpires were forced to 
call off the day’s play 
due to bad light.

The left-handed Ojha 
remained undefeated 
on 103 off 177 balls at 
stumps after negotiating 
the new ball with assur-
ance before converting 
his start into a well-

crafted hundred, laying 
the foundation for a big 
Indian total.

Skipper Yashbard-
han Chauhan chipped 
in with a fine 78 off 89 
balls, while Manal Chau-
han was the other not 
out batter at stumps, 
having moved to 55 in 
108 deliveries.

The middle-order 
trio’s batting efforts 
helped the Indians 
make a strong recovery 
after the visitors were 
reeling at 0-2 following 
the departure of first 
match double centurion 

Lakshya Raichandani 
and centurion Sagar 
Virk for ducks.

After being asked to 
bat, India recovered 
from the early double 
blow as Ojha stitched 
together crucial part-
nerships with the two 
Chauhans -- Yashbard-
han and Manal -- to 
blunt the Sri Lankan 
attack.

Ojha mixed caution 
with aggression, rotat-
ing the strike efficiently 
while punishing loose 
deliveries to keep the 
scoreboard moving.

Kushagra Ojha’s ton puts 
India U-19 in command

| 2ND YOUTH TEST | India can win 
record-breaking 
six medals in 
para sports in 
2026 CWG
NEW DELHI:  India can 
win a record-breaking 
half a dozen medals in 
para sports in the Glas-
gow Commonwealth 
Games beginning on 
Thursday, Paralym-
pic Committee of India 
(PCI) President Deven-
dra Jhajharia said on 
Monday. Jhajharia said 
despite events like para 
table-tennis have been 
excluded in the scaled 
down Games, India will 
produce a record break-
ing performance in para 
sports in the quadren-
nial multi-sport event. 
“Our para sports athletes 
will showcase a record 
breaking performance 
in the Glasgow CWG. I 
am very sure about that. 
We can win at least 5-6 
medals,” Jhajharia said 
at the send-off ceremony 
of the 28-strong India 
para-sports team for 
the Glasgow CWG. The 
Indian para contingent 
will compete across five 
disciplines at the Glasgow 
Commonwealth Games. 
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Heated clashes with 
Argentina play-
ers overshadowed 
Spain’s jubilant 
on-field World Cup 
celebrations.
 
EAST RUTHERFORD: 

Spain’s celebrations 
after beating Argentina 
in the World Cup final 
took an ugly turn as play-
ers briefly clashed on the 
field after the final whis-
tle.

Video replays showed 
several players involved 
in a scuffle, including 
Argentina defender 
Leandro Paredes, who 
appeared to shove Spain’s 

Eric Garcia by the throat. 
When Spain substitute 
Gavi jumped in to inter-
vene, Paredes pushed 
him to the ground.

Other players and 
Argentina coach Lionel 

Scaloni rushed in to dees-
calate the situation.

It wasn’t clear whether 
any of the players 
involved would be pun-
ished. FIFA didn’t imme-
diately reply to a request 

for comment.Spain 
needed extra time to win 
Sunday’s final 1-0 after 
Argentina was reduced to 
10 men when Enzo Fer-
nandez was sent off with 
a second yellow card.

| CELEBRATIONS TURN CHAOTIC | 

Spain’s World Cup triumph ends in on-field scuffles

Press Trust Of India

CHENNAI: India’s Arjun Eri-
gaisi capitalised on world 
champion D Gukesh’s 
errors to storm into joint 
lead after the fifth round 
of the fourth edition of the 
Chennai Grand Masters 
here on Monday.

With just two rounds 
left to play, Erigaisi is tied 
with French GM Alireza 

Firouzja on 3.5 points, 
while GM Nodirbek Abdu-
sattorov also registered a 
win with black to throw 
his hat in the title race, 
remaining half a point 
behind on 3.

Eight grandmasters 
face off in a round robin 
format in the tournament 
which offers a prize purse 
of Rs 75 lakh and valuable 
FIDE Circuit points.

With the fourth round 
ending in all draws, Abdu-
sattorov took the attack 
to Indian GM Nihal Sarin 
with black pieces and 
slowly but surely tight-
ened the noose to force his 
opponent to resign after 
38 moves.

The all-Indian clash 
between Erigaisi and 
Gukesh began with a cer-
emonial opening move 

by Jeshua J, a Tamil Nadu-
born youngster, who holds 
the record of becoming the 
youngest Arena FIDE Mas-
ter at the age of 7 years, 10 
months and 8 days.

Thereafter Erigaisi 
played a solid game with 
black and was quick to go 
for the kill once the world 
champion’s accuracy of 
moves dropped in the 
middle game.

Erigaisi beats world champion Gukesh
| C H E N N A I  G R A N D  M A S T E R S |
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MANILA: The Philippine 
military said Chinese coast 
guard personnel aboard 
a motorboat repeatedly 
struck a Filipino sailor on 
the head with a wooden 
baton on Monday in a dis-
puted shoal in the South 
China Sea, injuring him 
and damaging his smaller 
vessel.

The assault was cap-
tured on video by other 
Filipino sailors in the 
hotly disputed Second 
Thomas Shoal and set off 
angry condemnations by 
Philippine officials. They 
praised the Filipino navy 
personnel, saying they 

did not do anything that 
could have caused an 
escalation. Chinese offi-
cials did not immediately 
issue a statement on the 
incident, but they have 
repeatedly restated their 
claim to the shoal and to 
virtually the entire South 

China Sea. They have 
demanded that Manila 
pull away a long-ma-
rooned and now rusting 
navy ship, the BRP Sierra 
Madre, which is manned 
by Filipino navy person-
nel and serves as a fragile 
territorial outpost. The 

Philippine military said 
a Chinese coast guard 
inflatable boat carry-

ing eight personnel was 
deployed from a ship 
and approached the BRP 
Sierra Madre within close 
range and manoeuvred 
around while its occu-
pants took pictures and 
video. Filipino sailors 
aboard two rubber boats 
asked the Chinese to back 
away in a non-confronta-
tional manner. “The Chi-
nese coast guard vessel 
personnel reacted vio-
lently and aggressively by 
striking a Philippine Navy 
personnel on the head 
with a wooden baton, 
causing injury and dam-
aging the navy rubber 
boat,” the Philippine mil-
itary said. 

Press Trust Of India

Ukraine launched over 
400 drones targeting 
Moscow and nearby 
energy infrastructure 
in one of its largest 
strikes yet.

KYIV: Ukraine fired 
more than 400 drones 
toward Moscow in its 
latest major attack on 
the Russian capital, the 
city’s mayor said Mon-
day.

The blitz came hours 
after Russia bombarded 
Kyiv and other Ukrain-
ian cities with ballistic 
missiles in a relentless 
cycle of tit-for-tat strikes 

that make a settlement 
to end Moscow’s more 
than 4-year-old all-out 
invasion appear a dis-
tant possibility. Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, meanwhile, 
said he would hold 
“key talks” on Monday 

as he tries to defuse a 
domestic political crisis, 
after last week’s govern-
ment reshuffle exposed 
a deep split between 
the military’s old guard 
and young innovators 
over how to fight the 
war. Zelenskyy needs 

to reassure Ukrain-
ians that sacrificing 
35-year-old Mykhailo 
Fedorov as defence min-
ister and keeping faith 
with 60-year-old Sovi-
et-trained General Olek-
sandr Syrskyi as armed 
forces chief won’t derail 
the fight against Russia. 
Days of street protests in 
favour of Fedorov and 
against Syrskyi followed 
Zelenskyy’s decision.
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President Droupadi Murmu receives a ceremonial welcome from Moldovan President Maia Sandu at the Presidential Palace, in Chisinau, Moldova. The two leaders 
held bilateral talks during the first-ever State Visit by an Indian President to the Republic of Moldova.

Andy Burnham 
takes charge as 
UK’s new PM
LONDON : Andy Burnham, 
newly elected leader of 
the Labour Party, on 
Monday took charge as 
the UK’s new Prime Min-
ister.

King Charles III invited 
the 56-year-old former 
mayor of Greater Man-
chester to form a new 
government following 
the resignation of Keir 
Starmer moments earlier 
to mark the formal han-
dover of power.

“The Rt. Hon. Sir Keir 
Starmer MP had an audi-
ence of the King this 
morning and tendered 
his resignation as Prime 
Minister and First Lord of 
the Treasury, which His 
Majesty was graciously 
pleased to accept,” a 
Buckingham Palace 
spokesperson said.

|  R U S S I A  U K R A I N E  W A R  |

Ukraine fires 400 drones toward 
Moscow amid Kyiv political crisis
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DUBAI: The United States 
conducted a new round of 
airstrikes early Monday tar-
geting Iran after announc-
ing the death of another 
American service member, 
hitting around a northwest-
ern city believed to be home 
to underground missile 
bases. Iran responded by 
launching an attack target-
ing Bahrain, the home of 
the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet, 
and Kuwait.The latest 
attacks again showed how, 
step by step, the U.S. and 
Iran have inched closer to 
all-out war as last month’s 
interim deal meant to per-
manently end the fighting 
has crumbled and ship-

ping traffic in the Strait 
of Hormuz has largely 
stalled. Both sides have 
targeted civilian infra-
structure relied on by mil-
lions of people.

Meanwhile, benchmark 
Brent crude rose Monday 
above $90 a barrel, further 
fueling a global energy cri-

sis sparked by the conflict. 
An average gallon of regu-
lar gasoline in the U.S. also 
rose to $4, a key metric 
for Americans that puts 
more pressure on their 
wallets ahead of midterm 
elections this fall. The U.S. 
military said the service 
member was killed in Iraq 

on Saturday during the 
“controlled detonation” of 
a downed Iranian drone. 
“We hit them very hard 
again tonight,” U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump said. 
“And we did that in honor 

of the” soldiers killed, 
he said. The U.S. mili-
tary’s Central Command 
announced a new round 
of strikes early Monday, 
now into their ninth 
straight night. Central 
Command said it targeted 
“Iranian military com-
mand centers, air defense 
and coastal surveillance 
sites, maritime capabil-
ities, missile and drone 
launch sites and com-
munications networks.” 
Iran’s state-run IRNA news 
agency reported that the 
American strikes killed at 
least one person around 
Tabriz, a northwestern 
city about 520 kilometers 
(325 miles) from the capi-
tal, Tehran.

US-Iran conflict escalates 
 as Gulf States attacked

The U.S. launched new airstrikes on Iranian bases following the death of another 
American service member.

|  PHILIPPINES CHINA SHOAL | 

Philippines condemns Chinese coast guard shoal attack

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s acting Minis-
ter-in-Charge of Muslim Affairs Faishal 
Ibrahim has resigned after questions 
regarding his conduct were raised over 
his interactions with a woman, accord-
ing to an official statement. “Most of 
their interactions took place through 
online messages. They also met on the 
sidelines of public events,” Prime Min-
ister Lawrence Wong said in a state-
ment on Monday.

Last month, the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO) received an email from a 
woman detailing her interactions with 
Faishal, following which Wong directed 
the relevant authorities to review the 
situation. During the investigation, 
both parties alleged harassment against 
each other. Later, the police concluded 
that no criminal offences were com-
mitted and that no action will be taken 
against either of them. “But there was 
a separate question of whether Associ-
ate Professor Faishal’s conduct met the 
standards expected of a Political Office 
Holder and MP,” the statement said. 
“Upon reflecting on the matter, Associ-
ate Professor Faishal accepted that his 
conduct fell short of these standards, 
and tendered his resignation,” it said.

HONG KONG: The new, powerful Chi-
nese artificial intelligence model Kimi 
K3, which has caused a stir in the US 
tech industry, has suspended new 
subscriptions after a flood in demand 
overwhelmed capacity within days 
of the launch. The development high-
lighted challenges faced by Chinese AI 
models in serving a growing user base 
at home and abroad, at a time when the 
US-China tech race is heating up.

Chinese open-source, lower-cost 
advanced AI models, including Deep-
Seek’s latest V4, have been moving 
fast in gaining global attention. In early 
2025, DeepSeek shook world markets 
and helped China to be recognised as a 
serious competitor to the US, where Chi-
nese frontier AI models are largely open 
source. “Kimi K3 has received far more 
love than we expected,” Moonshot AI, 
which is Beijing-based, wrote in a X post 
late on Sunday. “Over the past 48 hours, 
demand has pushed close to the limits 
of our current capacity.” Moonshot said 
that it’s prioritising existing subscribers 
and would be temporarily pausing new 
ones. “We’re adding capacity as fast as 
we can and will reopen new subscrip-
tion spots in batches,” it added. 

CHINA AI

China’s new AI model 
halts new subscriptions as 
demand swamps capacity

SINGAPORE MINISTER RESIGN

Singapore minister 
resigns over ‘interactions’ 
with woman

PINGTUNG: Heads bowed, experts 
offered their respects on Monday 
ahead of an excavation aimed at recov-
ering the remains of Japanese soldiers 
from World War II in southern Taiwan.

The site is linked to the sinking of 
a military transport vessel and other 
ships in the Bashi Channel after they 
were attacked by US forces in 1944. 
According to historian Kazuko Tachi, 
who is also an activist involved in the 
recovery efforts, more than 4,700 sol-
diers and crew members died while 
65 survived. Taiwan, a self-governing 
island claimed by China as its terri-
tory, was a Japanese colony from 1895 
until the end of the war.

“It is believed that many bodies 
from the sunken vessel reached this 
shore,” said Tatsuaki Inoue, repre-
senting the Japan Association for 

the Recovery and Repatriation of 
War Casualties. The excavation in 
Hengchun Township is expected to 
continue for a week. If any remains 
believed to be Japanese are found 
and DNA samples can be extracted, 
they will be sent to Japan during a 
future mission. Japan enacted a law 
in 2016 to accelerate the recovery of 
war remains, an effort that has been 
extended through 2030 and includes 
expanded DNA testing. Official Japa-
nese records say about 41,900 soldiers 
who fought for Japan during WWII 
died in Taiwan. Around 26,300 bod-
ies have been recovered and 15,600 
remain missing. The last excavation in 
Taiwan took place in 1975, when 242 
bodies were found.“We feel very sorry 
that we kept them waiting for such a 
long time,” Inoue said. 

TAIWAN EXCAVATION
Excavation in Taiwan searches for remains of 
Japanese soldiers lost in WWII ship sinking

PARIS: French lawmakers are racing 
against the clock to reach a compro-
mise that would allow a bill banning 
social media for children under 15 to 
possibly enter into force at the start 
of the new school year in September.

With Parliament’s summer recess 
looming, time is running out. Seven 
members of the National Assembly 
and seven senators were set to meet 
on Monday in a joint committee to 
seek an agreement that could be 
voted on later this week. The Euro-
pean Commission has found that 
the latest version of the bill was not 
fully compatible with EU law. French 
President Emmanuel Macron has 
strongly backed the ban, which could 

become one of the final major mea-
sures adopted under his leadership 
before he leaves office next year. The 
main point of divergence between the 
National Assembly and the Senate con-
cerns the scope of the platforms to be 
banned. The National Assembly voted 
to prohibit all online social network-
ing services, whereas the senators 
wanted to establish a blacklist. The 
ban won’t cover online encyclopedias, 
educational or scientific directories, 
or platforms for the development and 
sharing of open-source software.

The bill, which also bans the use of 
mobile phones in high schools, had 
been devised to be compliant with the 
EU Digital Services Act. 

FRANCE SOCIAL MEDIA
French lawmakers race to introduce under-15 social 

media ban before new school year

The latest act 
of violence and 

harassment 
... further 

contributes to 
the People’s 
Republic of 

China’s deficit 
of trust and 
credibility.

Department of National 
Defence 

FASTFACTS

z Iran retaliated by 
targeting U.S. allies 
Bahrain and Kuwait, 
alongside disabling 
shipping in the Strait of 
Hormuz.

zEscalating tensions 
have pushed Brent 
crude past USD 90 a 
barrel, worsening a 
global energy crisis.

FASTFACTS

z President Zelenskyy 
faces public protests 
and political fallout 
following a high-profile 
military leadership 
reshuffle.

President Murmu in Moldova

People gather to denounce President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s decision to dismiss Defense 

Minister Mykhailo Fedorov after six months in the post, Kyiv, Ukraine.

Politicians need to be better in his 
first speech as leader.

Andy Burnham           
UK Prime Minister   


