
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Observing 
that both Hindu and 
Muslim sides must have 
patience due to the “sen-
sitive” nature of the Bhoj-
shala matter, the Supreme 
Court on Tuesday 
directed that a separate 
open space be provided 
adjacent to the disputed 
site in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Dhar for offering namaz 
on Fridays between 1 
and 3 pm till the case is 
decided.

The top court said it 
was ready to hear the mat-

ter on a day-to-day basis 
and resolve the issue, as it 
took up appeals from the 
Muslim side challenging 
a Madhya Pradesh High 
Court order which had 
said that the disputed 
Bhojshala complex was a 

temple dedicated to God-
dess Saraswati.

This order had nullified 
the April 2003 ASI order 
that permitted Hindus to 
worship on Tuesdays and 
Muslims to offer namaz 
on Fridays.

Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh 
assembly witnessed an 
uproar on Tuesday with 
the Congress targeting 
the state government 
over the alleged shortage 
of fertilisers and quality 
seeds, which it claimed 
has disrupted agricul-
tural activities during the 
ongoing kharif season.

Calling the BJP gov-
ernment “anti-farmer”, 
the Opposition sought a 
discussion on the issue by 
moving an adjournment 
motion notice.

After the speaker dis-
allowed the motion, 34 

MLAs of Congress and 
a Gondwana Gantantra 
Party (GGP) legislator 
trooped into the well of 
the House, resulting in 
their brief suspension.

Opposition leader 
Charan Das Mahant, for-
mer chief minister Bhu-
pesh Baghel and other 
party members raised 
the issue during Zero 
Hour, alleging that farm-

ers were facing multiple 
challenges during the 
ongoing kharif paddy sea-
son. They alleged a short-
age of di-ammonium 
phosphate (DAP), potash 
fertilisers and high-yield-
ing seed varieties.

Baghel alleged that pri-
mary agricultural coop-
erative societies lacked 
adequate stocks of DAP 
and potash, which are 

in high demand during 
sowing and transplanta-
tion, while urea and nano 
fertilisers, which are not 
immediately required, 
had been stocked in large 
quantities. He claimed 
the agriculture depart-
ment was misleading 
people by claiming that 
overall fertiliser stocks 
were adequate despite 
shortages of the specific 

fertilisers.
Baghel alleged the 

acute shortage of paddy 
seed varieties preferred 
by farmers was affecting 
irrigation, forcing agricul-
turists to rely on pump 
sets due to inadequate 
rainfall. The Congress also 
raised concerns over the 
implementation of the 
AgriStack portal, alleging 
farmers were facing dif-
ficulties in registration, 
correction of land records 
and crop details, while 
registration on the portal 
had become mandatory 
for availing crop loans 
and selling produce at the 
minimum support price.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: An Indian 
national was killed and 
10 others were injured 
in Iranian attacks on two 
oil tankers in the Strait of 
Hormuz, prompting New 
Delhi to summon the 
deputy chief of the Ira-
nian embassy and lodge 
a strong protest over 
the strikes. New Delhi 
strongly condemned the 
attacks on commercial 
vessels MT Al Bahiyah 

and MT Mombasa with a 
total of 30 Indian seafar-
ers on board and reiter-
ated its call for immedi-
ate cessation of violence 
and a return to dialogue 
and diplomacy to bring 
peace and stability in 

West Asia. The attacks 
on the two Emirati oil 
tankers came amid esca-
lating hostilities between 
the US and Iran. Four-
teen Indians have died in 
West Asia since the con-
flict began following the 
US-Israel attack on Iran 
on February 28.

MEA said India is 
“deeply concerned” by the 
attacks on MT Al Bahiyah 
and MT Mombasa during 
their transit through the 
Strait of Hormuz.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: Maharashtra’s 
reservoirs are currently 
filled to 44 per cent of 
their storage capacity, 
lower than last year’s 
level, the state water 
resources department said 
on Tuesday.

As of July 13, Maharash-
tra’s 3,029 dams were 
holding 632.89 TMC (thou-
sand million cubic feet) of 
water, the department said 
in its presentation before 
the state cabinet. The stor-

age is significantly lower 
than the 843.57 TMC (59 
per cent) recorded on the 
corresponding date last 
year, though reservoirs 
have gained 295.51 TMC 
since June 20 following the 
progress of the southwest 
monsoon, it said.

Among the six rev-

enue divisions, Nashik 
reported the highest res-
ervoir storage at 86 per 
cent, followed by Chhatra-
pati Sambhajinagar (66 
per cent), Konkan (62 per 
cent), Pune (51 per cent), 

Amravati (42 per cent) and 
Nagpur (40 per cent).

Large dams across the 
state were at 48 per cent 
of their live storage capac-
ity, medium ones at 42 per 
cent, and small reservoirs 
at 29 per cent, the water 
resources department 
said. Among the state’s 
major reservoirs, Koyna 
stood at 49 per cent, Jayak-
wadi at 32 per cent, Ujani 
at 50 per cent, Gosikhurd 
at 36 per cent, and the 
Khadakwasla dam group 
at 41 per cent.

Press Trust Of India

NASHIK: Two days after a 
woman tourist was alleg-
edly molested and her 
family members were 
attacked by a group of 
hooligans at Bhavali Dam 
in the district, police on 
Tuesday arrested nine 
persons in the case.

As per the complaint 
filed by the 44-year-old 
woman, she, her hus-
band, son, daughter, a 
brother-in-law and two 
nephews were visiting 

waterfalls near the dam 
on Sunday when two 
youths whistled at her 
and started eve-teasing 
her.

When her family 
members intervened, 
the miscreants allegedly 
assaulted them, tore 
the woman’s clothes 
and snatched away her 

mobile phone. When her 
husband tried to take 
back the mobile phone, 
they snatched away the 
20 gram gold chain he 
was wearing and beat 
him up, the complaint 
said.

Further, as they left 
the spot, the miscreants 

chased their SUV in a 
car and on a motorcycle, 
overtook it, and blocked 
their way. Around 8-9 
persons, carrying sticks, 
iron rods and baseball 
bats, got out of the car, 
broke the windshield 
and forced the woman to 
come out, the complaint 
said.

The miscreants alleg-
edly molested her and 
one of them swung a 
baseball bat at her head 
but she dodged the blow, 
the woman said.

Co-ops lack DAP, 
potash stocks.

Bhupesh Baghel  
Former CM 

FACTFILE

z Woman, family 
members were 
attacked by a group of 
hooligans.

FACTFILE

z ‘They think sitting 
outside the country 
they are beyond 
jurisdiction’.

Fishermen cast their net into the Hooghly river, in Nadia, West Bengal, Tuesday. |  Photo PTI

Fishing in Hooghly river
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‘Fertiliser shortage 
sparks Assembly uproar’

Shortage disrupted agricultural activities during the ongoing kharif season.

|  N A S H I K  N I G H T M A R E  |

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  The 
Supreme Court on Tues-
day slammed comedian 
Samay Raina and YouTu-
bers Ranveer Allahbadia 
and Ashish Chanchlani 
for not complying with its 
order, observing that they 
are self-styled youth icons. 
A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and 
Justices Joymalya Bagchi 
and V Mohana passed the 
order after it was informed 

that Raina had not invited 
any disabled persons to 
his show according to its 
earlier order. “We have no 
reason to doubt that Samay 
Raina has taken the court 
for a ride. He is in brazen 
violation of statements/ 
undertakings given before 

this court. “The miscon-
duct is sought to be com-
pounded by stating that a 
compliance affidavit was 
filed yesterday, however, 
no affidavit has been filed,” 
the bench said.

The CJI remarked that 
they think sitting out-

side the country they are 
beyond jurisdiction.

“Let them suffer now. 
If this is not arrogance, 
then we have to change the 
Oxford dictionary also,” 
the CJI observed.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Cure SMA 
India Foundation alleging 
that Raina made insensi-
tive remarks over the high 
cost of treatment for Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy and also 
allegedly ridiculed a per-
son with such a disability.

|  T A K E N  C O U R T  F O R  R I D E  |

SC raps Samay Raina, imposes Rs 3L fine

|  MATTER OF CONCERN  | 

‘Maha reservoirs below last year’s level’
NUMBER

44
z Maha’s reservoirs 
are currently filled to 
44 per cent of their 
storage capacity.

1 Indian killed, 10 injured in 
Iranian attacks on oil tankers

‘Interim space for Friday 
namaaz at Bhojshala’ Woman tourist molested, family 

members assaulted; 9 arrested 

NEWSLINE
GUWAHATI

Assam floods
The flood situation 

in Assam worsened on 
Tuesday with the death 
toll rising to three and 
the number of affected 
people increasing nearly 
fourfold to over 37,000, 
according to an official 
bulletin. The latest fatal-
ity was reported from 
the Naduar revenue cir-
cle in Sonitpur district 
during the last 24 hours, 
the Assam State Disaster 
Management Authority 
(ASDMA) said. Flood-
waters have inundated 
six districts -- Sonitpur, 
Dibrugarh, Lakhimpur, 
Dhemaji, Jorhat and 
Sivasagar, affecting 12 
revenue circles and 99 
villages, the bulletin said. 
A total of 37,032 people 
have been affected by 
the deluge, with Lak-
himpur emerging as the 
worst-hit district where 
35,696 people have been 
impacted.

INDORE

Enquiry centres
The Western Railway’s 

Ratlam division has out-
sourced the operation of 
enquiry centres at nine 
of its major stations to a 
private company, aiming 
to provide better passen-
ger facilities and more 
effectively utilise human 
resources, an official said 
on Tuesday. According 
to the official, the Rat-
lam division has become 
the first one under the 
Western Railway (WR) 
to outsource operation 
of enquiry centres to a 
private entity. Ratlam 
division’s public relations 
officer (PRO) Mukesh 
Kumar said enquiry cen-
tres located at nine sta-
tions -- Indore, Ratlam, 
Ujjain, Neemuch, Dewas, 
Dr Ambedkar Nagar 
(Mhow), Nagda (all in 
Madhya Pradesh), Dahod 
(Gujarat) and Chittor-
garh (Rajasthan) -- will be 
operated round-the-clock 
by a Hyderabad-based 
construction company 
from July 20.

NEW DELHI

NCPI to be 
invited

Lok Sabha MPs Sudip 
Bandyopadhyay and Kakoli 
Ghosh Dastidar, who have 
left the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) and joined the 
Nationalist Citizens Party 
of India (NCPI), are likely 
to be the floor leader and 
chief whip respectively 
of the little-known out-
fit, which is expected to 
be called for an all-party 
meeting to be held ahead 
of the Monsoon session of 
Parliament. The two MPs 
from West Bengal, who 
revolted against the TMC 
leadership along with 18 
other parliamentarians last 
month and subsequently 
announced that they had 
joined the NCPI, met Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
on Monday and discussed 
with him seating arrange-
ments for the party’s 20 
MPs in the Lower House, 
sources said.

‘Soft corner for Naxals’: 
BJP attacks Congress
Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The BJP on 
Tuesday alleged that the 
Congress party exhibits a 
“soft corner” for Naxalism 
instead of standing with 
the country’s security 
forces after Chhattisgarh 
MLA Atal Shrivastava’s 
purported comment 
about slain Maoist com-
mander Madvi Hidma.

The ruling party fur-
ther claimed that Con-
gress leaders have repeat-
edly defended or glorified 
extremists for political 
gains.

The BJP’s attack came 
after Congress MLA Shri-
vastava, responding to 
a question on whether 
Hidma was his role model, 
reportedly said, “Who-
ever fights to protect jal 
(water), jungle, zameen 
(land) and Bastar’s culture 
will be my role model.” 

The BJP alleged that the 
remark amounts to glori-
fying Hidma, one of the 
country’s most wanted 
Maoist commanders, who 
was killed in an anti-Naxal 
operation last year.

BJP national spokes-
person Pradeep Bhandari 
alleged that the Congress 
is “a pro-Naxal terror 
party” and slammed its 
“soft support for Naxal-
ism”. “A Congress party 
MLA has made a state-
ment saying that his 
inspiration is Hidma, the 
Naxal terrorist. Remem-
ber, Rahul Gandhi had 
shared a video in which 
slogans in support of 
Hidma were also raised,” 
he said in a video post 
on X. Bhandari further 
alleged that the Congress 
Party chooses to stand 
with those “who com-
promise India’s national 
security”.
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Raipur This achievement by the Indian 
women’s cricket team is a source 
of inspiration for the country’s 

young daughters.
OP Choudhary 

Finance Minister C.G.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE   |   Bilaspur, Wednesday, July 15, 2026

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai planted a 
Rudraksha sapling today 
during a large-scale plan-
tation drive organized at 
the Chhattisgarh Legisla-
tive Assembly premises 
under the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke 
Naam 3.0’ campaign dur-
ing the Monsoon Session 
of the Assembly.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, the Chief Min-
ister said the ‘Ek Ped 
Maa Ke Naam’ campaign, 
launched at the call of 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, has grown into 
a nationwide people’s 
movement. He said the 
campaign is not merely 

about planting saplings 
but also about expressing 
gratitude towards one’s 
mother, nurturing sensi-
tivity towards nature and 

strengthening the collec-
tive responsibility of safe-
guarding the environment 
for future generations.

Sai said planting a sap-

ling in the name of one’s 
mother creates an emo-
tional bond that inspires 
people to nurture and 
protect it. He said this 
emotional connect has 
made the campaign sus-
tainable, impactful and 
driven by public partic-
ipation. Chief Minister 
described the initiative 
by Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly to plant 
saplings in their mothers’ 
names as highly inspiring. 

He said the message from 
the Chhattisgarh Legis-
lative Assembly would 
create greater awareness 
about environmental con-
servation across the state. 
Thanking Speaker Dr. 
Raman Singh for organiz-
ing the initiative, he said 
it would play an important 
role in transforming tree 
plantation into a people’s 
movement. Highlighting 
the growing challenges 
posed by climate change, 
global warming, erratic 
rainfall and the loss of 
biodiversity, Sai said tree 
plantation is one of the 
most effective ways to pro-
tect natural resources and 
secure the future of com-
ing generations. 

Trees essential for maintaining 
ecological balance: CM Sai

‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 3.0’ plantation drive held at CG Legislative Assembly.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General 
(CAG) of India has flagged 
significant deficiencies 
in the implementation 
of the Pradhan Mantri 
Khanij Kshetra Kalyan 
Yojana (PMKKKY), includ-
ing the functioning of 
District Mineral Founda-
tion Trusts (DMFTs), in 
Chhattisgarh. The audit 
has pointed to shortcom-
ings in fund manage-
ment, planning, project 
execution, procurement 
practices, monitoring 

and transparency, raising 
concerns over the effec-
tive utilisation of mineral 
funds meant for the wel-
fare of mining-affected 
communities. The find-
ings are contained in the 
Performance Audit Report 
on the Implementation of 
Pradhan Mantri Khanij 
Kshetra Kalyan Yojana 
including District Mineral 
Foundation Trust, which 
was tabled in the Chhattis-
garh Legislative Assembly 
on Tuesday.

Launched by the Gov-
ernment of India in Sep-
tember 2015, the Pradhan 

Mantri Khanij Kshetra 
Kalyan Yojana is intended 
to finance development 
programmes for areas and 
people affected by mining 
operations through the 
District Mineral Founda-
tion Trusts. The perfor-
mance audit assessed the 

adequacy of institutional 
arrangements, fund col-
lection and management, 
project planning and 
execution, and the moni-
toring and accountability 
mechanisms under the 
scheme.

The audit found sig-
nificant non-compliance 
with District Mineral 
Foundation Trust Rules 
in the sampled districts. 
Trust funds were utilised 
without preparing man-
datory annual budgets 
and annual plans. It also 
found that Rs 1.68 cr was 
transferred to the State-
level District Mineral 
Foundation Cell in vio-
lation of Government of 
India directions issued in 
July 2021, while Rs 10.82 
cr remained outstanding 
with the State-level Cell as 
of March 2024.

|  CAG AUDIT | 

CAG audit flags irregularities in PMKKKY, DMFT’s utilisation

RAIPUR: It is a moment of pride for 
Chhattisgarh that Dr. Shubhank 
Khare, a retina specialist at Raipur’s 
Shri Ganesh Vinayak Eye Hospital 
(SGVEH)  , was specially invited to the 
prestigious eye care campaign “Lizie 
Avan Tou” held in Mauritius. Indian 
vitreoretinal surgeon Dr. Karan 
Annapur Kumaraswamy is also pro-
viding services alongside him during 
this campaign. Both specialists are 
offering treatment and surgical ser-
vices for complex retinal diseases to 
local patients.

According to reports, approxi-
mately 100 patients were examined 
during the campaign, with around 
40 requiring surgery. In addition to 
treating these patients, the team of 
Indian specialists is training local 

doctors in modern techniques and 
treatment methodologies.

Mauritius’s Minister of Health and 
Wellness, Anil Kumar Bachoo, visited 
the hospital to meet the Indian spe-
cialists and commended their con-
tributions. He remarked that such 
international collaborations not only 
provide patients with high-quality 
medical care but also strengthen the 
local healthcare system.

Dr. Shubhank Khare, currently 
practicing at Shri Ganesh Vinayak 
Eye Hospital in Raipur, specializes in 
the fields of retina, uveitis, laser, and 
diagnostic ophthalmology. His partic-
ipation in this international initiative 
is considered a matter of honor for 
the medical community of not just 
Raipur, but the entire state.

RAIPUR: Mamata Sahu, the newly 
appointed Chairperson of the Chhat-
tisgarh State Women’s Commission, 
(CSWC) assumed office today at the 
Commission’s headquarters. Her sup-
porters and BJP leaders were present 
on the occasion. Sahu stated that she 
would work towards the welfare of the 
women of Chhattisgarh and ensure 
they receive justice. She expressed 
her gratitude to all leaders and party 
workers, including Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai, General Secretary 
(Organization) Pawan Sai, and State 
BJP President Kiran Deo. The newly 
appointed Chairperson, Mamata 
Sahu, noted that the state government 
had issued a formal order appointing 

her to the post. She asserted that the 
appointment remains fully effective 
unless the court issues a clear direc-
tive staying the government’s order. 
Mamata Sahu remarked that a pend-
ing case and a stay order represent 
two distinct legal situations. She 
added that, being an advocate herself, 
she fully understands legal proce-
dures; on this basis, she proceeded to 
assume office on the scheduled date 
and at the auspicious time. It is worth 
noting that the outgoing Chairperson, 
Kiranmayi Nayak, had refused to 
vacate the post, citing a case pending 
in the High Court. This had created a 
situation of uncertainty, but Mamata 
Sahu has now assumed charge.

RAIPUR: A dispute between students 
at the Government Higher Secondary 
School in Phundhar, Raipur, turned 
violent on Monday. Following a minor 
verbal altercation, a Class 11 student 
attacked his classmate with a knife. The 
victim sustained a severe thigh injury 
and has been admitted to a private hos-
pital for treatment. The incident has 
created an atmosphere of panic within 
the school premises. Upon receiving 
the information, the Telibandha police 
initiated an investigation into the mat-
ter. Dispute began over splashing water 
in the classroom.  According to the 
police, the incident occurred around 
3:15 PM on Monday. A dispute arose 
among Class 11 students. It is reported 

that one student splashed water from 
a bottle onto his classmate. When the 
other student asked why he had done 
so, an argument ensued. It is alleged 
that the student who splashed the 
water threatened the other with con-
sequences outside the classroom and 
then stepped out. Attack took place in 
the parking area after school hours.  
According to the police, both students 
exited the school after classes ended. 
A confrontation broke out again near 
the parking area. The accused student, 
along with his associates, attacked 
the other student. It is alleged that he 
pulled out a knife he was carrying and 
launched an attack. During the assault, 
the victim was stabbed in the thigh.

Dr. Khare of SGVEH showcases the Excellence of 
Indian Medicine in Mauritius

Mamata Sahu assumes charge as Chairperson  
CG State Women’s Commission

Student attacked by classmate following a minor 
dispute at Phundhar School

‘LIZIE AVAN TOU’

ASSUMING CHARGE

STABBING INCIDENT

Central Chronicle News

Police have 
nabbed and jailed 
two women who 
extorted money 
by threatening to 
implicate the busi-
nessman in a false 
rape case.

RAIPUR: The Civil Lines 
police in the capital, Rai-
pur, have taken significant 
action in a case involv-
ing the blackmailing of 
a businessman through 
a honey-trap. The police 
have arrested and jailed 
two women who extorted 
money by threatening to 
implicate the business-
man in a false rape case. 
The arrested accused are 
identified as a beauty par-
lor operator and a college 
student.  According to the 
police, both women had 
repeatedly demanded 
money by threatening to 

tarnish the businessman’s 
reputation. The accused 
have been identified as 
Nitya Singh and Payal 
(alias Anchal Tiwari). 
Police action was taken 
based on the complaint 
and evidence gathered 
during the investigation. 

Meeting took place at 
Gudhiyari police station: 
According to the police, 
the complainant, business-
man Jayant Chaudhary 
(38), a resident of New 
Sales Tax Colony, Shankar 
Nagar, lodged a complaint 
at the Civil Lines police 
station. The businessman 
informed the police that 
he had met Nitya Singh 

and Payal (alias Anchal 
Tiwari) at the Gudhiyari 
police station in May 2026. 
Subsequently, the two 
women maintained con-
tact with him. According 
to the complaint, after 
some time, they began 
demanding money from 
the businessman under 
the pretext of needing 
funds for a job and to open 
a beauty parlor. 

|  H O N E Y - T R A P  |

Honey-trap case exposed, two 
women nabbed for blackmailing

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Acting on this ini-
tiative by DCP (Crime & 
Cyber), the special team 
received information 
that Abhishek Rai (alias 
Jeetu)—a history-sheeter 
from the Kharora police 
station area involved in 
over a dozen cases of vehi-
cle theft and burglary—was 
frequently using differ-
ent stolen two-wheelers. 
Following this tip-off, the 
special team, operating 
under the guidance of 
senior officers, kept the 
accused under constant 
surveillance. He was even-
tually apprehended in the 
Vidhan Sabha area while 
riding a TVS Dream Yuga 
motorcycle (Registration 
No. CG 04 MR 2024).  
When the team ques-

tioned the accused about 
the vehicle and asked 
for valid documents, he 
attempted to mislead the 
police by giving evasive 
answers. Upon rigorous 
interrogation based on 
suspicion and available 
evidence, the accused 
confessed that he, along 
with his brother, had sto-
len the motorcycle from 
the parking lot of Balaji 
Hospital in the Pandri 
police station area. Dur-
ing questioning, he also 
admitted that he and his 
brother used to roam var-
ious areas on their own 
Pulsar motorcycle (Regis-
tration No. CG 04 NT 7546) 
to scout for two-wheelers 
and had stolen two other 
two-wheelers from loca-
tions including the Vidhan 
Sabha area. 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The state gov-
ernment has upgraded 
Rajim Nagar Panchayat 
to a Municipal Council, 
fulfilling a long-pending 
demand of the town’s 
residents. The Urban 
Administration and Devel-
opment Department 
has issued a notification 
to this effect. The exist-
ing jurisdiction of Rajim 
Nagar Panchayat will con-
stitute the limits of the 
newly constituted Munic-
ipal Council. Welcom-

ing the decision, Deputy 
Chief Minister and Urban 
Administration and Devel-
opment Minister Arun 
Sao said the upgradation 
would provide fresh impe-
tus to Rajim’s planned 
urban development and 
enable greater investment 
in civic infrastructure. 
He said the move would 
accelerate the develop-
ment of roads, drains, 
drinking water supply, 
sanitation, street lighting, 
parks, community build-
ings and other basic urban 
amenities.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: An incident involv-
ing objectionable comments 
made on social media against 
Purandar Mishra, the MLA 
for Raipur North (Chhattis-
garh), has come to light. A 
young man used derogatory 
language regarding the BJP 
MLA in a Facebook post. 
Councilor Mahesh Dhruv 
visited the police station to 
lodge a complaint regarding 
the matter. The police have 
registered an FIR based on 
the complaint. The incident 

falls under the jurisdiction 
of the Telibandha police 
station. Councilor Mahesh 
Kumar Dhruv complained 
to the police that on July 10, 
a derogatory and objection-
able comment was posted 

from a Facebook account 
named ‘Lalit Tandi Lalit’ 
on a post concerning MLA 
Purandar Mishra. This act 
was an attempt to tarnish 
MLA Mishra’s reputation 
and damage his public 
image. Based on Coun-
cilor Mahesh’s complaint, 
the police have registered 
an FIR against the youth 
involved. The offense has 
been registered under Sec-
tions 296 and 353(2) of the 
BNS (Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita). Further action is being 
taken in the matter.

History-sheeter 
vehicle thief nabbed 

State govt upgrades Rajim 
to Municipal Council

FIR registered for making 
objectionable comments

RAIPUR: Students of Classes XI and 
XII from Shakuntala Vidyalaya, Bhilai, 
visited the Chhattisgarh Assembly 
during the Monsoon Session on Tues-
day, observing House proceedings 
and gaining first-hand insight into 
parliamentary procedures and demo-
cratic institutions. Interacting with 
the students, Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai said they are the future build-
ers of a developed India and Chhattis-
garh, adding that democracy extends 
beyond voting and enables people’s 
aspirations to be represented in the 

Assembly through elected represen-
tatives. He said the House deliberates 
on public issues and frames policies 
and laws for public welfare.

Shakuntala Vidyalaya students visit VS Assembly, 
interact with CM and Speaker

VISIT TO VIDHAN SABHA

FACTFILE

z Police stated that 
action was taken 
following the discovery 
of evidence.

FACTFILE

z The report also 
highlighted delays 
ranging from five to 65 
months in identifying 
mining-affected areas 
after the constitution of 
the Trusts.

FACTFILE

z Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai and Speaker Dr. 
Raman Singh planted 
Rudraksha saplings in VS.



Central Chronicle News

The report orig-
inates from or 
involves the 
National Accredita-
tion Board for Test-
ing and Calibration 
Laboratories.

RAIPUR: The Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General 
(CAG) of India has flagged 
significant deficiencies in 
the implementation of the 
Jal Jeevan Mission ( JJM) 
in Chhattisgarh, pointing 
to shortcomings in plan-
ning, fund management, 
execution of water supply 
schemes, water quality 
monitoring and achieve-
ment of programme 
objectives. 

The findings are con-
tained in the Performance 
Audit Report on Jal Jeevan 
Mission in Chhattisgarh 
for the period ended 
March 2024, which was 

tabled in the Chhattisgarh 
Legislative Assembly on 
Tuesday. Launched by the 
Government of India in 
August 2019, the Jal Jeevan 
Mission aims to provide 
a Functional Household 
Tap Connection (FHTC) 
to every rural household. 
At the launch of the mis-
sion, only 3.20 lakh rural 
households (6 per cent) 
in Chhattisgarh had Func-
tional Household Tap 
Connections. 

As of March 2024, the 
State reported providing 
38.97 lakh Functional 
Household Tap Connec-
tions, covering 78 per 
cent of rural households, 
including 1.48 lakh pri-
vate connections. With 
an expenditure of Rs 
11,034.26 crore, Chhattis-
garh ranked 23rd in the 
country in terms of Func-
tional Household Tap 
Connection coverage.

The audit found slow 
progress in the execution 
of water supply schemes. 

Of the 29,153 Single Village 
Schemes and 70 Multi Vil-
lage Schemes sanctioned 
under the mission, only 
172 Single Village Schemes 
had been completed by 
March 2024, while just 32 
schemes had been handed 
over to Gram Panchayats 
or community institutions 
for operation and main-
tenance. The report fur-
ther noted that the State 
fell significantly short of 
the target of certifying 
all 19,656 villages as ‘Har 
Ghar Jal’ by March 2024. 

Anil Sonkar sworn in Alderman

State’s debt rise triggers 
warning despite 
satisfactory fiscal growth

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The newly nom-
inated alderman of the 
Raipur Municipal Corpo-
ration, Anil Sonkar, was 
officially administered 
the oath of office today by 
Raipur District Collector 
Dr. Gaurav Kumar Singh. 

The swearing-in cer-
emony took place in 
the Collector’s chamber 
following the nomina-
tion issued by the Urban 
Administration and 
Development Depart-
ment of the Chhattisgarh 
Government. Sonkar 
solemnly took the oath 
of office in the name of 
God, pledging true alle-
giance to his duties.

The ceremony was 
attended by prominent 
dignitaries, includ-
ing Raipur Municipal 
Corporation Speaker 
Suryakant Rathore, 
Additional Municipal 
Commissioner Vinod 
Pandey, and Municipal 
Corporation Secretary 
Sangeeta Sahu.

Following the formal 
administration of the 

oath, Speaker Suryakant 
Rathore and District Col-
lector Dr. Gaurav Kumar 
Singh, along with Addi-
tional Commissioner 
Vinod Pandey and Secre-
tary Sangeeta Sahu, pre-
sented floral bouquets 
to the newly appointed 
alderman, extending 
their warmest congratu-
lations and best wishes 
for his upcoming tenure.

Central Chronicle News

Chhattisgarh’s 
Gross State Domes-
tic Product (GSDP) 
grew by 10.89 per-
cent to reach 5.67 
lakh crore rupees, 
supported by an 
increase in reve-
nue receipts and a 
reduced dependency 
on central grants.

RAIPUR: The Comptroller 
and Auditor General of 
India has tabled its report 
on Chhattisgarh’s finances 
for the fiscal year 2024-
25 in the state legislative 
assembly, presenting a 
comprehensive assess-
ment of the state’s fiscal 
health alongside emerg-
ing challenges in debt 
accumulation, interest 
payments, and budgetary 
management.

According to the 
report, Chhattisgarh’s 
Gross State Domestic 
Product surged to 5.67 
lakh crore rupees in 2024-
25, marking an increase of 
10.89 percent compared 
to the previous fiscal year. 
This economic growth was 
complemented by a 16.21 
percent rise in total rev-
enue receipts and a 15.30 
percent growth in the 
state’s own revenue gen-
eration. Concurrently, the 
state reduced its depen-
dency on grants-in-aid 
from the central govern-
ment, which dropped to 

11.86 percent.
The federal auditor 

noted that the total expen-
diture of the state reached 
1.45 lakh crore rupees 
during the fiscal year. 
Revenue expenditure con-
stituted the lion’s share 
at 88.53 percent of the 
total spending, while cap-
ital expenditure stood at 
20,054.62 crore rupees. A 
substantial portion of the 
expenditure was driven 
by subsidies allocated to 
the energy, food, and civil 
supplies sectors.

Despite positive growth 
indicators, the report 
highlighted a significant 
escalation in public debt, 
which increased to 33,463 
crore rupees. The audit 
revealed that 47 percent 
of the fresh borrowings 
raised during 2024-25 
were utilized solely to 
service existing debt obli-
gations, leaving only 53 
percent of the borrowed 
funds available for devel-
opmental projects. Fur-
thermore, the ratio of 
interest payments to rev-
enue receipts crept up to 
7.44 percent, indicating an 
intensifying debt burden 
on the state exchequer.

Central Chronicle News

Local school stu-
dents creatively 
expressed their 
vision of a devel-
oped India through 
essay and painting 
competitions cen-
tered around the 
upgraded Sarona 
Railway Station.

RAIPUR: Local school 
students in Sarona 
demonstrated immense 
enthusiasm for the newly 
upgraded Sarona Railway 
Station under the Amrit 
Bharat Station Scheme by 
participating in a series 
of creative competitions 
today. 

The event, hosted at 
the Swami Atmanand 
Government Hindi and 

English Medium School 
of Excellence, fea-
tured essay writing and 
painting competitions 
designed to showcase 
youthful vision. 

Students were given 
inspiring themes such 
as what the city station 
would look like in a devel-
oped nation and their 
personal contributions 
toward nation-building, 
translating these ideas 
into thoughtful essays 
and vibrant artwork 
depicting a modern rail-
way hub.

The Sarona Railway 

Station has recently 
undergone an extensive 
upgrade under the Amrit 
Bharat Station Scheme to 
enhance the overall com-
muter experience. The 
infrastructural overhaul 
includes the beautifica-
tion and expansion of the 
main station building, 
the creation of comfort-
able waiting lounges, 
improved lighting sys-
tems, and the installation 
of modern passenger 
information systems. 

Additionally, the rede-
velopment prioritizes 
accessibility features for 

specially-abled passen-
gers alongside compre-
hensive cleanliness and 
eco-friendly amenities.

According to the 
school management and 
railway coordinators, the 
creative efforts of all par-
ticipating students were 
highly commendable. 
Independent panels will 
select the first, second, 
and third-place winners 
from both participating 
schools, who will be hon-
ored and given special 
prizes at an upcoming 
felicitation ceremony.

|   SA RO N A  STAT I O N  U P G R A D E S   |

Sarona school students depict 
modern railway station

CAG audit flags gaps in Jal Jeevan 
Mission implementation in Ch’garh

FAST FACTS
z The station has been 
modernised under the 
Amrit Bharat Station 
Scheme, featuring 
enhanced building 
aesthetics, improved 
passenger lounges, and 
eco-friendly facilities.

FAST FACTS
z Recommendations 
are made to strengthen 
the planning, financing, 
execution, and 
monitoring of water 
supply schemes.

z	The ultimate objective 
is providing safe and 
sustainable drinking 
water to every rural 
household.

NEWSLINE
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Shri Jagannath Temple 
Service Committee 
Founder President 
and MLA Purandar 
Mishra shared details 
of the festival during a 
press conference  
on Tuesday.

RAIPUR: Preparations 
have been finalized for 
the grand Rath Yatra of 
Lord Jagannath at the 
Shri Jagannath Temple 
located in Gayatri Nagar, 
Raipur. On July 16, Lord 
Jagannath, along with his 

elder brother Balabhadra 
and sister Subhadra, will 
embark on a city tour 
aboard three divine char-
iots, while the Bahuda 
Yatra is scheduled for July 
24. Ahead of the chariot 
festival, the religious rit-
ual of Netrotsav will be 
performed within the 
temple premises at 6 PM 
on July 14.

Shri Jagannath Temple 
Service Committee 
Founder President and 
MLA Purandar Mishra 
shared details of the fes-
tival during a press con-
ference on Tuesday. He 
announced that Governor 
Ramen Deka and Chief 

Minister Vishnu Deo Sai 
will perform the tradi-
tional Chhera Pahara ritual 
by sweeping the path in 
front of the divine chariots 
with a golden broom, sym-
bolizing service, devotion, 
and equality. Assembly 

Speaker Dr. Raman Singh, 
along with numerous 
public representatives, 
saints, and devotees, will 
also grace the occasion. 
Mishra emphasized that 
the Rath Yatra represents 
a supreme festival of direct 

union between the Lord 
and his devotees, as Lord 
Jagannath steps outside 
the temple once a year to 
bless the public. 

On the day of the yatra, 
special prayers, conse-
cration, and a havan will 
be conducted by Vedic 
priests starting at 11 AM. 
The deities will receive 
a divine bath with aro-
matic substances includ-
ing sandalwood, saffron, 
musk, and camphor 
before being offered the 
traditional Gajamoong 
Mahaprasad and ceremo-
nially seated on the char-
iots amidst Vedic chanting 
and conch shells.

 | RATH YATRA PREPARATIONS  | 

Preparations complete for grand Rath Yatra

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The opposition 
Congress in Chhattisgarh 
on Tuesday alleged that 
the case registered against 
Vedanta Group chairman 
Anil Agarwal over the fatal 
accident at the company’s 
plant in Sakti district was a 
deliberate tactic to pressure 
him into selling the indus-
trial facility.

The Congress raised the 
issue during the Question 
Hour in the state assembly, 
and party MLAs later staged 
a walkout after expressing 
dissatisfaction over the 
government’s response to 
queries about industrial 
accidents in the state.

Citing government 
data, Leader of Opposi-
tion Charan Das Mahant 
stated that accidents were 
reported in 242 industries 
in Chhattisgarh between 
January 2024 and May 31, 
2026, and these claimed 
hundreds of lives.

He sought to know 
whether these accidents 
had occurred due to the 
failure to conduct safety 
audits, asking how many 
industrial safety audits 
had been carried out dur-
ing the period. Mahant 
noted that 25 people had 
lost their lives in the blast 
that occurred at Vedan-
ta’s power plant in Sakti 
district, and seven victims 
were still undergoing treat-
ment.

An FIR had been reg-
istered against Vedanta 
chairman Anil Agarwal 
and 17 others, he said, and 
asked whether the police 
had visited Agarwal for 
questioning or arrest and 
any notice had been issued 
to him.

Responding to the 
queries, Commerce and 
Industry Minister Lakhan 
Lal Dewangan said that the 
investigation was under-
way and strict action would 
be taken against persons 
found guilty. “The investi-
gation is in progress. Who-
ever is found guilty will 
face action. The police have 
been working diligently, 
and no accused will be 
spared,” he said.

Senior Congress leader 
and former chief minister 
Bhupesh Baghel pointed 
out that a similar indus-
trial accident had earlier 
occurred at Vedanta’s 
Korba plant, but no FIR had 
been registered against the 
director at the time.

Will the government 
henceforth register FIRs 

against company direc-
tors for every industrial 
accident that occurs in 
the state? he remarked. 
Dewangan stated that 
action would be taken 
against those found 
responsible for any inci-
dent. Baghel questioned 
whether the FIR against 
Agarwal was intended to 
pressure him into selling 
the facility.

The exchange triggered 
heated arguments and 
sloganeering between the 
treasury and opposition 
benches, after which Con-

gress legislators staged a 
walkout from the assembly 
expressing dissatisfaction 
over the minister’s reply.

Cong: Vedanta FIR meant 
to pressure plant sale
The opposition Congress alleged that the FIR filed against Vedanta chairman Anil Agarwal following 

a fatal accident at the Sakti power plant was a deliberate move to force the sale of the facility.

FASTFACTS

z  Congress MLAs 
staged a walkout 
during the assembly’s 
Question Hour, citing 
dissatisfaction with the 
government’s response 
to safety audits and the 
rise of 242 industrial 
accidents between 
January 2024 and May 
2026.

zIndustry Minister 
Lakhan Lal Dewangan 
defended the action, 
stating that an active 
investigation is 
underway and strict 
legal action will be 
taken against any 
individual found 
responsible.

FASTFACTS

z  The state’s public 
debt rose to 33,463 
crore rupees, with 
47 percent of new 
borrowings consumed 
by servicing existing 
debt, reducing the 
funds available for 
development.
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FM hails 
women’s 
cricket  
team win
RAIPUR: Finance Minis-
ter OP Choudhary has 
extended his heartiest 
congratulations and best 
wishes to the Indian 
Women’s Cricket Team 
for their spectacular per-
formance and historic 
victory against England 
in the Test match at the 
iconic Lord’s Cricket 
Ground. Finance Min-
ister Choudhary stated 
that this victory is not 
just a single match suc-
cess, but a symbol of the 
continuously strength-
ening journey of Indian 
women’s cricket, and the 
players’ confidence, dis-
cipline, and indomitable 
capability. He remarked 
that this historic tri-
umph at Lord’s—one of 
the world’s most presti-
gious cricket grounds—is 
a moment of immense 
pride for every Indian.

He further added 
that this achievement 
by the Indian Women’s 
Cricket Team serves as 
a source of inspiration 
for the country’s young 
daughters. The dedi-
cation, hard work, and 
excellent team spirit of 
the players have proven 
that India’s daughters 
are flying the flag of their 
talent globally in every 
field. Finance Minister 
OP Choudhary congratu-
lated all the players of the 
team, the coaching staff, 
and the support staff on 
this remarkable achieve-
ment, while extending 
his best wishes for their 
bright future and upcom-
ing competitions.

Assembly debates heritage neglect

The Chhattisgarh Assembly witnessed heated 
debates during the monsoon session over the severe 
neglect of the state’s cultural heritage. The issue 
was raised through a calling attention motion by 
BJP MLAs Ajay Chandrakar and Dharamjeet Singh. 
Chandrakar stated that despite twenty-six years 
since Chhattisgarh’s formation, the state lacks a 
central historical archive, and major ancient sites 
like Sirpur and Bhoramdev remain undocumented 
and poorly preserved. In response, Culture Minister 
Rajesh Agrawal assured that conservation is under-
way with the Archaeological Survey of India. 

DEMOLITION

ILLEGAL PLOTTING

Unauthorized 
structure 
demolished

RMC stops 
illegal land 
Plotting

RAIPUR: The Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 
launched a targeted 
enforcement drive at 
Kushalpur Ring Road 
Number 1 under Zone 5, 
dismantling an unautho-
rized construction built 
in violation of approved 
building plans. Follow-
ing the directives of 
Municipal Corporation 
Commissioner Sambit 
Mishra, the Town Plan-
ning Department exe-
cuted the action under 
the supervision of Zone 
Commissioner Ksheer-
sagar Nayak, Executive 
Engineer Lal Mahendra 
Pratap Singh, Assistant 
Engineer Nageshwar 
Ramteke, and Sub-Engi-
neer Tikendra Chan-
drakar. The action was 
taken against a G+2 res-
idential building owned 
by Taruna Mehta, span-
ning approximately 
2000 square feet. 

RAIPUR: The Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 
has successfully halted 
illegal plotting activities 
on approximately two 
and a half acres of pri-
vate land in the Bharri 
Khar Bhathagaon area 
under Zone 6. Acting on 
the direct instructions of 
Municipal Corporation 
Commissioner Sambit 
Mishra, the Town Plan-
ning Department exe-
cuted a swift enforcement 
action at the site. The 
operation was supervised 
by Zone 6 Commissioner 
Hitendra Yadav, along-
side Executive Engineer 
Dinesh Sinha, Assistant 
Engineer Ashish Srivas-
tava, and Sub-Engineer 
Sagar Thakur. During the 
crackdown, the civic body 
deployed a JCB machine 
to cut through and dis-
mantle an illegally con-
structed murram road on 
the property. By intention-
ally disrupting transport 
access across the disputed 
layout, officials effectively 
brought all unauthorized 
development activities to 
a standstill.

Raipur News



Dharamjit raises issue 
of  coal deposits near 
Ramsar site
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Takhatpur 
MLA Dharamjit Singh. 
raised  the issue of 
norms  for the coal 
deposits near Ramsar 
site, in the state assem-
bly.  In response to 
his question,  Chhat-
tisgarh government 
has informed the State 
Assembly that the State 
Wetland Authority has 
not issued any separate 
guidelines for operat-
ing coal depots within 
a 10-kilometre radius 
of the Ramsar site. The 
clarification was given 
in response to a ques-
tion raised by Takhatpur 
MLA Dharamjit Singh.

In a written reply, 
Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai said the oper-
ation of coal depots in 
the area continues to be 
regulated under existing 
environmental laws and 
statutory provisions. He 
stated that the State Wet-
land Authority has not 
framed any additional 
or special norms specif-
ically applicable to coal 
storage facilities located 
near the Ramsar-desig-
nated wetland.The Chief 
Minister said authorities 
regularly monitor coal 
depots for compliance 
with environmental 
regulations. Whenever 
violations of pollution 
control norms or other 
legal provisions are 

detected, action is taken 
under the relevant laws. 
He emphasised that 
enforcement agencies 
are empowered to initi-
ate proceedings against 
operators found violat-
ing prescribed environ-
mental standards.

Sai also informed the 
House that comprehen-
sive details regarding 
licensed coal depots, 
along with enforcement 
measures taken during 
the financial years 2024-
25 and 2025-26, had 
been placed before the 
Assembly for the infor-
mation of members.
The government main-
tained that the present 
regulatory framework 
is sufficient to oversee 
the functioning of coal 
depots and ensure com-
pliance with environ-
mental safeguards.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: People from 
different corners of the 
district assembled in 
the weekly Jandarshan 
to get their problems 
resolved. Issues related 
to Public Distribution 
System (PDS), employ-
ment guarantee scheme 
and insufficient stock 
of food-grains in ration 
shop, were raised  by 
most of the visitors.   Col-
lector Sanjay Agrawal on 
attended to the griev-
ances at the district office 
and asked the officials 
to ensure that the com-
plaints received from 
both urban and rural 
residents, be resolved on 
priority basis.

 Municipal Commis-
sioner Prakash Kumar 
Sarve and District Pan-
chayat CEO Sandeep 
Agrawal also interacted 
with applicants and 
reviewed their concerns.

Among the major 
representations, Sen-

war Gram Panchayat 
Sarpanch Dilharan Lal 
Rajak submitted three 
memoranda seeking 
200 fruit-bearing sap-
lings for environmental 
conservation and pond 

beautification, construc-
tion of new toilets and a 
prayer shed at the village 
middle school for its 228 
students, and removal 
of encroachments at 
the cremation ground, 
Chhotki Chhuiha pond 
and the weekly market 
site.Residents of Nawa-
gaon Sonsay alleged 
that the village fair price 
shop was supplying less 
ration than entitled. 
They claimed inspec-
tion found weighing dis-
crepancies of up to 800 
grams and that gram 

distribution had not 
been carried out. The 
Collector directed the 
concerned department 
to investigate the matter.

Brick kiln worker 
Bhojram Dahariya of 
Nawapara in Takhatpur 
alleged that he and his 
family were underpaid 
for manufacturing 57,158 
bricks. Claiming dues 
of Rs 23,850 remained 
unpaid, he sought 
justice. The Collector 
instructed officials to 
take necessary action.

Vrinda Patel of Bilas-
pur requested transfer 
of her ration card to 
Raigarh district after 
relocating there, citing 
hardship in accessing 
ration services. Another 
complaint from Vrinda-
van village in Masturi 
block opposed construc-
tion of an anganwadi 
centre three kilometres 
away from the village, 
saying it would incon-
venience children and 
pregnant women.

| JANDARSHAN  |

Issues of PDS and ration shop 
raised mostly in Jandarshan   

Pollution Board team seizes 
truck carrying used batteries
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  The Chhat-
tisgarh Environment 
Conservation Board 
(CECB) seized a truck 
loaded with used lead-
acid batteries worth 
lakhs of rupees during 
a raid at Royal Automo-
tive, an Amaron dealer 
located in Vyapar Vihar, 
after finding suspected 
violations of hazardous 
waste handling norms. 
During the inspec-
tion, officials detained 
Ganesh Sahu, who was 
allegedly transporting 
the batteries to Nag-
pur. Preliminary inves-
tigation revealed that 
the hazardous battery 
waste was being readied 
for transport without 
the mandatory permis-
sions and statutory doc-
uments required under 
environmental regu-
lations.Residents also 
alleged that acidic water 
leaking from stored 
used batteries was being 
discharged directly into 
an open drain, raising 
concerns over envi-

ronmental pollution 
and potential health 
risks for nearby resi-
dents.  Acting on a com-
plaint, the Environment 
Conservation Board 
inspected the prem-
ises and examined the 
truck, the consignment 
and transport-related 
documents. After notic-
ing apparent irregular-
ities in documentation 
and permissions, offi-
cials seized the vehicle 

and launched a detailed 
investigation.Authori-
ties are now trying to 
determine the source 
of the batteries, who 
authorised their trans-
portation and why envi-
ronmental compliance 
norms were allegedly 
not followed.

Lead-acid batter-
ies are classified as 
hazardous waste, and 
improper storage, trans-
portation or disposal of 
battery acid can con-
taminate soil and water 
bodies while posing 
serious health risks. 
Repeated attempts to 
contact CECB Regional 
Officer Rashmi Srivas-
tava for her response 
remained unsuccessful.

FASTFACTS

z Municipal 
Commissioner Prakash 
Kumar Sarve and 
District Panchayat 
CEO Sandeep Agrawal 
also interacted with 
applicants.

PROTEST 

Cong protests 
over Ram Temple 
donation row

BILASPUR: The District 
Congress Committee on 
Sunday staged a protest 
over allegations of dona-
tion theft and financial 
irregularities linked to the 
Shri Ram Temple in Ayo-
dhya, demanding trans-
parency in the temple 
trust’s financial dealings. 
Acting on the direction of 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee President Deepak 
Baij, party workers led by 
City Congress President 
Siddhanshu Mishra and 
Rural Congress President 
Mahendra Gangotri took 
out a padyatra from the 
Congress Bhawan to Dev-
kinandan Chowk. The pro-
testers demanded that the 
temple trust make public 
the complete account of 
donations received.

CATTLES

Drive  against stray 
cattle intensified 
BILASPUR: With stray cat-
tle returning to city roads 
during the monsoon, the 
Bilaspur Municipal Cor-
poration has intensified 
its cattle-catching drive by 
conducting special opera-
tions during both day and 
night. Acting on the direc-
tions of Municipal Com-
missioner Prakash Kumar 
Sarve, civic teams have 
rounded up more than 
600 stray cattle over the 
past 20 days. According 
to the corporation, 150 
cattle have been shifted 
to the Jaitpuri Gaudham, 
160 to the Sirgitti Gauthan 
and 292 to the Mopka 
Gauthan. The campaign 
aims to prevent road acci-
dents, ensure the safety of 
stray cattle and keep city 
roads free of animals. The 
civic body has also been 
advising livestock owners 
not to allow their animals 
to roam freely on public 
roads. Officials said action 
will be taken against own-
ers who continue to leave 
their cattle unattended. 
The Municipal Corpora-
tion warned that violators 
will face action under the 
relevant provisions of the 
Municipal Act. Repeat 
offenders may also face 
criminal proceedings. 
Commissioner Prakash 
Kumar Sarve appealed 
to cattle owners to keep 
their livestock within 
designated premises and 
ensure proper food and 
shelter arrangements.

RAILWAY 

Parsada 
underpass 
proposal nodded 

NEWSLINE

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Despite sub-
stantial expenditure on 
repair and maintenance 
of the Arpa-Bhaisajhar 
barrage and anicuts over 
the past three financial 
years, maintaining sus-
tained water flow in the 
Arpa river continues to 
pose a challenge. The 
issue was raised in the 
Chhattisgarh Assembly 
by Bilaspur MLA Atal 
Shrivastava, with Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai 
providing details in a 

written reply. Accord-
ing to the government, 
Rs 31.03 lakh was spent 
on repair works during 
2023-24, followed by Rs 
4.91 crore in 2024-25 and 
Rs 7.07 lakh in 2025-26. 

In addition, maintenance 
expenditure amounted to 
Rs 49.69 lakh in 2023-24, 
Rs 60.09 lakh in 2024-
25 and Rs 5.16 lakh dur-
ing 2025-26. Altogether, 
more than Rs 6.45 crore 

has been spent on repairs 
and maintenance since 
2023, with the highest 
expenditure recorded 

during 2024-25. The 
Chief Minister informed 
the House that the funds 
were utilised for repair-
ing barrages and anicuts, 
maintaining sluice gates, 
desilting reservoirs and 
carrying out other tech-
nical works intended to 
improve water storage, 
ensure irrigation and 
help sustain river flow.

Sai stated that the 
operation of barrage and 
anicut gates depends on 
water availability, mon-
soon inflows and irriga-
tion requirements. 

| ARPA RIVER    | 

Arpa River flow erratic, despite huge expense: Atal  
Property tax collection  
drive extended to villages
Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  The Bilaspur 
District Panchayat has 
launched a special prop-
erty tax recovery drive 
across rural areas, focus-
ing initially on commercial 
establishments, markets 
and shops. The move aims 
to recover more than Rs 15 
crore in outstanding rural 
property tax that has accu-
mulated over the years due 
to weak enforcement. The 
campaign initially targeted 
the recovery of Rs 3.50 
crore, of which nearly Rs 
3 crore has already been 

collected. Encouraged 
by the response, the dis-
trict administration plans 
to recover the remaining 
dues in a phased manner.

 Although the Chhattis-
garh Panchayati Raj Act, 
1992 provides for the col-
lection of property tax in 
rural areas, the provision 
remained largely unimple-
mented for years, result-
ing in mounting arrears. 
Officials said the current 
campaign focuses on com-
mercial properties and is 
expected to strengthen the 
revenue base of gram pan-
chayats.

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The progress 
of all the major develop-
mental schemes  were 
reviewed in the time-
limit meeting today. Col-
lector Sanjay Agrawal 
directed all district offi-
cials to ensure prompt 
and high-quality disposal 
of public grievances, 
warning that negligence 
in matters affecting pub-
lic welfare would not be 
tolerated. Chairing the 
weekly Time Limit (TL) 
meeting, he reviewed 
the implementation of 
priority government 
schemes and develop-
ment projects across 
departments, stressing 
strict adherence to pre-
scribed timelines and 
accountability in service 
delivery.The meeting 
was attended by Munic-
ipal Corporation Com-
missioner Prakash Sarve, 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the District Pan-
chayat Sandeep Agrawal, 
Divisional Forest Offi-
cer Neeraj, and other 
district-level officials.
Reviewing complaints 
registered on the CM 
Helpline, the Collector 
expressed dissatisfaction 
with the performance of 
the Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) Depart-
ment. He directed that 

a show-cause notice be 
issued to the Executive 
Engineer concerned, 
stating that complaints 
must not receive merely 
procedural disposal but 
should be resolved in a 
satisfactory and mean-
ingful manner. During 
the review of the School 
Education Department, 
Agrawal instructed 
officials to begin the 
process of appointing 

guest teachers in sin-
gle-teacher schools with-
out delay. He also sug-
gested engaging retired 
teachers wherever nec-
essary to ensure unin-
terrupted teaching and 
prevent academic dis-
ruption for students.

The Collector fur-
ther directed that no 
classes should be con-
ducted in dilapidated 
school buildings under 
any circumstances. Offi-
cials were instructed to 

immediately arrange 
alternative accommoda-
tion for affected schools 
and submit proposals 
for the construction of 
new buildings or addi-
tional classrooms wher-
ever required.Reviewing 
works proposed under 
the District Mineral 
Foundation (DMF), the 
Collector expressed dis-
pleasure over the Health 
Department’s failure to 
submit necessary pro-
posals. 

Prompt redressal of public 
grievances must: Collector 

Bilaspur Collector directed officials to ensure timely, transparent and prompt redressal 
 of public grievances while reviewing  developmental schemes 

FASTFACTS

z Collector ordered 
strict action against 
delays in resolving 
public grievances 
through CM Helpline.

zGuest teachers, school 
safety and districtwide 
plantation campaign 
received special 
administrative focus.

HC quashes 
Lok Aayog 
proceedings
BILASPUR: The Chhattis-
garh High Court has ruled 
that complaints against 
public servants must be 
accompanied by the pre-
scribed affidavit and a 
fee of Rs 250, holding 
that mandatory statutory 
requirements cannot be 
avoided by subsequently 
treating a complaint as 
mere “information.”-
Justice Sanjay K. Agrawal 
set aside a 2020 order 
of the Chhattisgarh Lok 
Aayog and dismissed the 
original complaint filed 
against a medical officer 
of Pt. Ravishankar Shukla 
University. The court 
observed that proceedings 
initiated without comply-
ing with the legal require-
ments prescribed under 
the Act are unsustainable.

The case stemmed from 
allegations of dispropor-
tionate assets against the 
university medical officer. 
The petitioner challenged 
the proceedings, contend-
ing that the complaint 
had been filed without the 
mandatory affidavit and 
the prescribed fee.

Rejecting the Lok 
Aayog’s argument that 
it had acted on “specific 
information” rather than 
a formal complaint, the 
High Court held that the 
statutory procedure must 
be followed in both letter 
and spirit. It ruled that 
authorities cannot bypass 
mandatory legal safe-
guards by changing the 
nature of the complaint 
after its submission.
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“A special  drive has 
been launched to remove 

encroachments  near ponds, to 
ensure  conservation of water-

bodies.” 

Sanjay Agrawal   
Collector, Bilaspur

BILASPUR: South East 
Central Railway (SECR) 
has granted in-principle 
approval for the construc-
tion of an underbridge 
at the Parsada railway 
crossing near Dadhapara 
railway station, provid-
ing long-awaited relief to 
residents facing frequent 
delays at the level cross-
ing. The proposal was 
initiated by Bilha MLA 
and former Assembly 
Speaker Dharamlal Kau-
shik, who urged SECR 
General Manager Tarun 
Prakash to consider the 
public demand for an 
underbridge at the busy 
crossing in Ward No. 9 of 
Bilaspur.

Agri-Stack registration also reviewed 

The meeting also reviewed Agri-Stack registra-
tion, Sushasan Tihar, PMO Portal cases, time-bound 
matters, Jan Darshan, social security pensions and 
other priority government programmes. The Col-
lector also assessed the availability of fertilisers and 
seeds and reviewed agricultural progress during the 
ongoing kharif season, directing officials to ensure 
timely supply of essential inputs to farmers across 
the district.

FASTFACTS

z No separate Wetland 
Authority norms 
govern coal depots 
near the Ramsar site 
currently.

FASTFACTS

z Probe has been 
launched over illegal 
transport and alleged 
acid discharge into 
drain. 

“Despite 
huge amount 
was spent on 
barrage, Arpa 

river still has an 
erratic flow.”

Atal Shrivastava 
MLA



Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Tuesday flagged off 
the ‘Shaurya Vijay Yatra’ 
motorcycle expedition 
from the National War 
Memorial in New Delhi to 
commemorate the 27th 
anniversary of Opera-
tion Vijay and honour the 
sacrifices of the soldiers 
who fought in the 1999 
Kargil War. Addressing 
the gathering, Singh said 
the expedition is a tribute 
to the courage, sacrifice 
and indomitable spirit 
of India’s armed forces. 

“Today’s occasion is not 
merely about flagging off 
the Motorcycle Expedition, 
but about paying homage 
to the indomitable spirit of 
our brave soldiers who sac-
rificed everything for the 
honour, pride and glory of 
India,” he said. Highlight-
ing the significance of the 
expedition, the Defence 
Minister said the name 
‘Shaurya Vijay Yatra’ itself 
symbolises courage and 
victory, while its theme, 
“One Ride, One Nation, 
One Salute,” reflects the 
spirit of national unity 
and respect for the armed 
forces. 
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“500-kw ground-mounted 
solar power project  in solan is  

currently generating 3,000 units 
of clean electricity every day.”    

Sukhvinder Singh   
CM, Himachal Pradesh    

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Indian 
Army on Tuesday com-
memorated July 14, 1999, 
as the decisive turning 
point of the Kargil War, 
recalling the day when 
Indian forces regained 
control of most strate-
gic heights and Pakistan 
announced the with-
drawal of its troops fol-
lowing sustained mili-
tary setbacks. In a post 
on X, the Fire and Fury 
Corps said that by July 
14, 1999, the Indian Army 
had recaptured most 
of the strategic heights 
in the Dras, Kargil and 

Batalik sectors through 
coordinated operations, 
exceptional courage and 
relentless determination.   
“Operation Vijay: India 
Declares Victory, Pakistan 
Announces Withdrawal,” 
the Corps said, adding 
that the enemy’s plans 

had collapsed under the 
Indian Armed Forces’ sus-
tained offensive, backed 
by heavy artillery fire 
and determined infan-
try assaults. The Army 
recalled that on July 14, 
1999, then Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

addressed the nation and 
declared Operation Vijay 
a success, paying tribute 
to the courage, sacrifice 
and resolve of the Armed 
Forces. It also noted that 
Pakistan announced the 
withdrawal of its forces on 
the same day amid mount-

ing military setbacks and 
increasing international 
diplomatic pressure.  The 
Army said that although 
operations continued 
to clear the remaining 
intruders, July 14 marked 
the defining moment that 
affirmed India’s victory in 
the Kargil War.

Indian Army commemorates 
turning point of Kargil War

The Indian Army commemorated July 14, 1999, as the decisive  
turning point of the Kargil War.

Shaurya Vijay Yatra’  
begins ahead of 
Kargil Vijay Diwas

|  A K A L  T A K H T   |

Press Trust Of India

Jammu soldier Mohd 
Iqbal died in a sus-
pected improvised 
explosive device (IED) 
blast in Nagaland’s 
Chumoukedima. 

JAMMU: Havildar Mohd 
Iqbal, who was posted 
in Nagaland, had prom-
ised to return home for 
the grass-cutting sea-
son in September to the 
border hamlet of Kallar 
in Poonch district. His 
death in a terrorist attack 
has shattered the prom-

ise, with those awaiting 
his homecoming now 
preparing for his final 
journey.Iqbal died in a 
suspected improvised 
explosive device (IED) 
blast in Nagaland’s Chu-
moukedima district on 
Monday. Five others 

-- four security person-
nel and a civilian -- were 
injured in the explosion, 
which occurred near 
Shokhuvi area at around 
2 pm and reportedly tar-
geted an Assam Rifles 
vehicle during an opera-
tional movement.

Border village mourns J-K soldier 
killed in Nagaland terror attack

Heavy rain 
lashes  Bengal
KOLKATA:  Very heavy 
rain is likely in parts of 
West Bengal over the next 
week under the influence 
of a low-pressure area in 
the north Bay of Bengal 
area, the weather depart-
ment said on Tuesday. 
The India Meteorological 
Department advised fish-
erfolk not to venture into 
the sea from July 15 to 18 
as it warned of squalls with 
winds gusting up to 55 km 
per hour.

It warned that the 
downpour may cause 
landslides in the hill dis-
tricts of Darjeeling and 
Kalimpong and waterlog-
ging in low-lying areas of 
the plains. 

Bittu urges to Akal Takht chief  to pray 
for victims of 1990s’ ‘human massacre’
Press Trust Of India

LUDHIANA: Union Minis-
ter Ravneet Singh Bittu 
appealed to Akal Takht 
Jathedar Giani Kuldeep 
Singh Gargajj to remem-
ber the victims of “human 
massacre that Punjab 
witnessed during the 
1990s’” in his ‘ardas’ (Sikh 
prayer) on Tuesday. The 
BJP leader had on Sun-
day questioned why the 
Diljit Dosanjh-starrer film 
Satluj had underplayed 
“the massacres of inno-
cent Hindus” and the 
“immense sacrifice of 

Punjab Police personnel, 
security forces and count-
less brave citizens who 
fought terrorism “. Amid 
the row over the movie, 
the Akal Takht Jathedar 
had called a special reli-
gious gathering on the 
banks of the Satluj river 
at Harike Pattan on Tues-
day evening to perform 

‘ardas’ for Sikh youths 
whose alleged extrajudi-
cial killings were brought 
to light by human rights 
activist Jaswant Singh 
Khalra. Gargajj had said 
that, to date, no collective 
‘ardas’ was held “for the 
innocent youths, women, 
elderly people, and chil-
dren who fell victim to 
government and police 
excesses in Punjab”. Bittu, 
in a statement posted on 
X on Tuesday, said that 
entire Punjab and Pun-
jabis across the world are 
looking towards the Jathe-
dar and his prayer. 

SRINAGAR

Leaders barred 
from memorial

The Jammu and Kashmir 
administration imposed 
restrictions across parts of 
Srinagar on Tuesday and 
sealed the historic Mar-
tyrs’ Graveyard to prevent 
political gatherings on 
Martyrs’ Day. Former Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
and PDP president Meh-
booba Mufti were stopped 
from visiting the graveyard 
and instead paid tributes 
at their respective party 
headquarters. Several 
roads in the old city were 
barricaded while security 
personnel were deployed 
in large numbers to main-
tain law and order. The 
National Conference and 
the People’s Democratic 
Party criticised the admin-
istration, alleging that the 
restrictions curtailed demo-
cratic rights and peaceful 
political expression. 

JAIPUR

Poll delay faces 
scrutiny

The Rajasthan gov-
ernment has sought 
additional time until 
November to conduct 
long-pending urban local 
body elections, informing 
the Rajasthan High Court 
that administrative prepa-
rations require more time. 
The court is hearing a con-
tempt petition alleging non
-compliance with earlier 
directions regarding the 
conduct of municipal elec-
tions. The government’s 
request comes amid grow-
ing political debate over 
the delay in constituting 
elected urban local bodies 
across the state.

KOLKATA

Mamata hits BJP 
Govt in Bengal 

Former West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mam-
ata Banerjee on Tues-
day accused the BJP 
government of allowing 
lawlessness after violence 
erupted during a Trina-
mool Congress protest 
rally in Kolkata. Clashes 
reportedly broke out 
between political workers, 
leading to tension in parts 
of the city before police 
restored order. Address-
ing supporters, Banerjee 
criticised the administra-
tion over the handling of 
the situation and alleged 
that democratic protests 
were being obstructed. 
The BJP rejected the alle-
gations and blamed the 
Trinamool Congress for 
provoking the unrest. 

JAIPUR

Technology boosts 
police operations

Police departments 
are increasing the 
use of technology to 
improve investigation, 
crime prevention and 
public services. Digi-
tal tools, surveillance 
systems and modern 
communication meth-
ods are being adopted 
to make policing more 
effective.

Officials said tech-
nology helps police 
teams collect informa-
tion quickly, improve 
coordination and 
respond faster to pub-
lic complaints. Online 
services are also being 
promoted to make 
police facilities more 
accessible to citizens.
Training programmes 
are being organised to 
help personnel use new 
systems efficiently.

HIGHLIGHT

z Indian forces 
regained control 
of most strategic 
heights  on July 14 and 
Pakistan announced 
the withdrawal of its 
troops. 

| JK-SOLDIER  | 

| WANGCHUK-STRIKE  |

|  E X T R E M E  H E A T  |

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:   The health 
of several protesters 
who have joined the 
hunger strike led by 
climate activist Sonam 
Wangchuk at Jantar 
Mantar has deterio-
rated, organisers said 
on Tuesday. Accord-
ing to the All India 
Students’ Association 
(AISA), three student 

activists have been 
hospitalised since the 
indefinite hunger strike 

began on June 28, while 
several others continue 
to fast on water and 
salt. The Cockroach 
Janta Party (CJP)’s pro-
test against alleged 
irregularities in exami-
nations completed 25 
days of agitation at the 
Jantar Mantar. Wang-
chuk’s fast entered the 
17th day on Tuesday. 
Neha, AISA’s national 
president and a PhD 

scholar at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University ( JNU), 
had lost 5.85 kg during 
the fast and her blood 
sugar level had fallen 
to 70 mg/dl, the organ-
isation claimed. It also 
alleged that Manish, 
AISA’s Uttar Pradesh 
president and a PhD 
scholar at Allahabad 
University, had lost 8.2 
kg and recorded a blood 
sugar level of 68 mg/dl.

3 activists hospitalised since start of hunger 
strike over exam ‘irregularities’: AISA

| PM AWAS   | 

22 lakh PMAY-G houses ready:  Assam Minister  
Press Trust Of India

GUWAHATI: Assam has 
completed the construc-
tion of 22 lakh houses 
under the Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojana-Gramin 
(PMAY-G) and aims to 
build an additional two 
lakh houses within the 
next 100 days, state Min-
ister Atul Bora said. “We 
have already completed 

22 lakh PMAY-Gramin 
houses till today, and 
we plan to complete 
another two lakh within 
100 days,” Bora told ANI 
on Monday. The minister 
said the state government 
expects additional allo-
cations under the rural 
housing scheme follow-
ing its decision to provide 
land deeds (pattas) to tea 
garden workers across 

Assam. “We are expect-
ing more allocations, and 
they have agreed to pro-

vide more houses because 
the Assam government 
has decided to grant land 
deeds (pattas) to 3,50,000 
tea garden workers. We 
have decided to provide 
them with PMAY houses 
as well,” he said.Bora 
said the government has 
introduced measures to 
ensure timely completion 
of housing projects under 
PMAY-G, including the 

‘Lakhimi Mistri’ initiative 
aimed at training rural 
women in masonry work. 
“Training is currently 
underway. Five thousand 
women have already been 
trained, and we are ready 
to train another 5,000. 
This time, the Chief Min-
ister has also announced 
that uniforms will be pro-
vided to the ‘Lakhimi Mis-
tri’ workers,” he added. 

Women extract jute fibres after retting stalks in water, in Morigaon (Assam) on Tuesday. PTI.

Agriculture: Jute in Morigaon

DHARASHIV: Over a week 
after the Maharashtra Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) raided a trading com-
pany in Dharashiv district 
for allegedly selling milk 
powder to dairies in viola-
tion of rules, the number 
of accused in the case has 
gone up to six and none 
of them has been arrested 
so far, police said. Police 

found during the probe 
that the trading company 
owner, who is still on the 

run, allegedly purchased 
milk powder worth Rs 
4.69 crore in the previous 
financial year, an official 
of Dharashiv police said. 
An offence was registered 
last week at the Bhum 
police station in Dharashiv 
against Madhuban Trading 
Company owner Balasaheb 
Godge for illegally selling 
milk powder to dairies, 

an official said. The FDA 
raided the premises on July 
7 and inspected the bills 
of the trading company, 
he said. Talking to PTI, 
Shriganesh Kangude, in-
charge of the Bhum police 
station, said, “The number 
of accused in the case has 
now reached six and no 
one has been arrested so 
far.

Count of accused rises to 6 in action against 
Dharashiv firm for illegal sale of milk

Gujarat High Court upholds 
verdict on Ahmedabad blast 
AHMEDABAD: The Gujarat 
High Court on Tuesday 
upheld the death penalty 
awarded to 38 convicts 
in the 2008 Ahmedabad 
serial blasts case, affirm-
ing the trial court’s find-
ings that the accused had 
conspired to carry out 
one of the country’s dead-
liest terror attacks. The 
coordinated bomb blasts, 
which struck multiple 

locations across Ahmed-
abad on July 26, 2008, 
killed 56 people and 
injured more than 200 
others. A division bench 
dismissed the appeals 
filed by the convicts 
challenging their con-
victions and sentences, 
while also disposing of 
the state government’s 
appeals concerning other 
accused.

Delhi residents urge NHRC to recognise 
extreme heat as human rights issue
NEW DELHI: A group of 
Delhi residents, along with 
environmental organisation 
Gree npeace India, has writ-
ten to the NHRC, urging it 
to recognise extreme heat 
as a human rights issue and 
recommend adequate fund-
ing for Heat Action Plans, 
according to an official state-
ment. The residents and 
Greenpeace India submitted 

a formal letter along with cit-
izen-maintained ‘Heat Regis-
tries’ to the National Human 
Rights Commission (NHRC), 
containing first-hand testi-

monies and documentary 
evidence, to highlight the 
impact of extreme heat on 
health, livelihoods, income 
and dignity, the statement 
said. Residents from several 
colonies have been main-
taining weekly Heat Regis-
tries since May to document 
how rising temperatures 
have affected their daily 
lives.

NEWSLINE
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Central Chronicle News

KORBA: During a fare-
well ceremony in Korba 
district, Collector Kunal 
Dudawat emphasized 
that while administra-
tive posts and locations 
change, officers leave a 
lasting legacy through 
dedication, honesty, and 
sensitivity. The event was 
organized to honor out-
going Zila Panchayat CEO 
Dinesh Kumar Nag and 
Katghora SDO Revenue 
Tanmay Khanna upon 
their transfer. 

Collector Dudawat 
remarked that an officer’s 
true identity is defined 
by their work in the pub-

lic interest and effective 
administration rather 
than their designation. He 
commended both officers 
for their exemplary ser-
vice in Korba and wished 
them success in their 
future roles.Reflecting on 
his tenure, Mr. Nag noted 
that transfers are a natu-

ral part of administrative 
service. He highlighted 
that working in an indus-
trial hub like Korba, after 
spending a significant 
period in the Bastar divi-
sion, was a major achieve-
ment. Under the guidance 
of former Collectors Sau-
rabh Kumar and Ajit Vas-

ant, and current Collector 
Dudawat, he managed 
critical responsibilities 
including elections. Mr. 
Nag identified the devel-
opment of Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
and scheme implementa-
tion in forest areas as Kor-
ba’s biggest challenges. 

To accelerate housing 
under the Pradhan Man-
tri Awas Yojana, his team 
introduced ‘Awas Mitras’, 
transforming Korba from 
a backward district into 
a state leader in housing 
construction.

Collector Dudawat 
also praised Mr. Nag’s piv-
otal role in the ‘Sushasan 
Tihar’ campaign and the 
exceptionally well-orga-
nized Pali Mahotsav. 

Leave a lasting mark, 
says Collector Dudawat

Collector Kunal Dudawat gave a motivational speech to the officials at the Collectorate

Pensioners’ 
Association 
convenes seminar 

|  P U B L I C  O U T C R Y  O V E R  R I S I N G  E L E C T R I C I T Y  B I L L S  |

Central Chronicle News

BAIKUNTHPUR: A six
-member CBI team arrived 
in Baikunthpur on July 13 
to investigate a brutal tri-
ple murder case in Nau-
gai village, Korea district. 
This follows persistent 
demands for an impartial 
inquiry from the victims’ 
families and community 
members.The incident 
occurred on June 16, 
when a Fortuner belong-
ing to Lalla Singh was set 
ablaze, burning him to 
death inside. Four others 

escaped the vehicle with 
severe burns but were 
critically attacked by 
the accused. Two of the 
injured, Nagendra Singh 

and Virendra Singh, later 
succumbed to their inju-
ries, while Mayank Singh 
and Yogendra Singh 
remain hospitalized.

CBI investigates Naugai 
murder case of 2 persons

Lok Adalat 
targets cheque 
bounce cases
KORBA: In accordance 
with directives from 
the National and Chhat-
tisgarh State Legal 
Services Authorities, 
a review meeting was 
held on July 10 in Korba 
to prepare for the 
upcoming Special Lok 
Adalat on July 18. Pre-
sided over by the Prin-
cipal District and Ses-
sions Judge, the meeting 
took place in the court’s 
conference room and 
focused exclusively on 
resolving cases under 
the Negotiable Instru-
ments Act, specifically 
check bounce cases.

Inflated bills spark 
smart meter backlash 
Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: The new smart 
meters installed by the 
electricity department in 
Mungeli have triggered 
widespread public out-
rage due to skyrocketing 
bills. Residents across 
multiple wards, includ-
ing Tilak, Mahamai, and 
Sardar Patel, allege that 
the new meters run sig-
nificantly faster than the 
old ones, causing bills to 
double or triple despite 
unchanged house-

hold consumption. For 
instance, Ramesh Sahu 

from Tilak Ward reported 
his bill surging from Rs 
700 to Rs 2,200 imme-
diately after installation. 
Distressed consumers 
flocking to the electric-
ity department are met 
with standard responses 
claiming the meters are 
perfectly accurate and 
that old meters were 
likely under-recording. 
This issue has sparked 
local political and social 
backlash, with opposition 
groups labeling it a finan-
cial blow to the public. 

|   B E O  I N S P I R E S  G I R L  S T U D E N T S  |

Central Chronicle News

TAKHATPUR: Block Education 
Officer (BEO) Deepak Gupta 
interacted with Class 10 and 12 
female students at the Govern-
ment Girls’ Higher Secondary 
School, Takhatpur, motivat-
ing them to prepare seriously 
for their upcoming board 
examinations. He shared vital 
strategies on time manage-
ment, study methods, and 
career building, emphasizing 
that discipline and consistent 
practice are the cornerstones 
of success. Principal Dr. Geeta 

Yadav urged students to lever-
age their teachers’ guidance 
to achieve high goals, noting 
that they are future doctors, 
engineers, and administra-
tive officers. School Principal 
Jitendra Shukla highlighted 

the institution’s commitment 
to quality education, advising 
regular attendance and self-
study. During an interactive 
session, Mr. Gupta answered 
student queries regarding 
subject selection and exams.

BEO stresses study, discipline and 
|  T R A I N I N G  O N  D I G I T A L  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  S Y S T E M S |

Central Chronicle News

MCB: Under the directives of 
Collector Santan Devi Jangde, 
a one-day training program 
on digital administrative sys-
tems was held at the Collec-
tor’s office for various grades 
of district staff and contrac-
tual employees. The session 
concluded in the presence 
of Deputy Collector Indira 
Mishra, who emphasized 
that digital administration 

is the cornerstone of good 
governance. EDMs Narayan 
Kevat and Shravan Kumar 
provided practical, step-by-
step guidance on several key 
platforms. This included the 

iGOT digital learning plat-
form for employee capacity 
building and the e-HRMS 
portal for managing service 
books and updating personal 
profiles.

Workshop enhances district 
staff’s digital skills

| CAUTIOUS NEAR WATER BODIES | 

Embrace the rain, but stay cautious
Central Chronicle News

KORBA: During the mon-
soon, the waterfalls and 
picnic spots of Korba 
district draw numerous 
visitors attracted by its 
natural beauty, featuring 
cascading white water, 
lush green forests, and 
scenic streams. How-
ever, this natural allure 
turns into a significant 
hazard during the rainy 

season. Heavy rainfall 
causes sudden surges 
in water levels, turning 
calm streams ferocious 
within minutes due to 

unpredictable upstream 
runoff. Hidden underwa-
ter chasms, sharp rocks, 
strong currents, and 
slippery surfaces mean 

any minor lapse in judg-
ment can lead to a major 
tragedy.Large crowds 
visit popular spots like 
Devpahari, Paraskhola, 
Kendai, Futhamuda, 
Satrenga, and Nakia with 
family and friends. Neg-
ligence, such as bathing 
near the falls or taking 
risky selfies and videos, 
frequently costs lives. In 
recent years, the district 
has witnessed several 

tragic incidents where 
youth and tourists were 
swept away or trapped 
between rocks. Algae 
accumulation makes 
seemingly solid rocks 
extremely slippery, 
while underwater pits 
and tunnel-like forma-
tions remain invisible 
from the surface, mak-
ing it nearly impossible 
to regain control once 
footing is lost.

Public grievances heard 
during weekly Jandarshan
KORBA: Under the guid-
ance of Collector Kunal 
Dudawat, District Pan-
chayat CEO Prateek Jain 
heard citizen grievances 
during the weekly ‘Jan-
darshan’ program held at 
the Collectorate meeting 
hall. A large number of 
rural and urban residents 
submitted applications 
regarding various public 

welfare schemes and local 
issues. Mr. Jain listened to 
the applicants with sen-
sitivity and instructed 
department officials 

to ensure transparent, 
high-quality, and prompt 
resolution of all cases 
within the stipulated 
timeframe. The applica-
tions covered key matters 
including the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana, toilet 
construction, the Mahtari 
Vandan Yojana, Public 
Distribution System con-
cerns and others.

HIGHLIGHT

z He stated that while 
posts and offices may 
change, an officer’s 
work should leave a 
lasting impression.

CMHO Khare flags off awareness chariot
MCB: Under the direc-
tives of the Chhattisgarh 
Department of Health 
and Family Welfare, the 
‘Population Stabilization 
Fortnight’ ( July 11–18, 
2026) was launched in the 
Manendragarh-Chirm-
iri-Bharatpur district. 
CMHO Dr. Avinash Khare 
flagged off a special 
awareness chariot from 
the Civil Hospital, Manen-
dragarh, to tour urban 
and remote rural areas, 

promoting safe mother-
hood and family plan-
ning methods under this 
year’s theme: “Proper 
spacing between children 
leads to a healthy and 
happy family.” During 

the campaign, govern-
ment health facilities will 
provide free permanent 
sterilization facilities and 
temporary family plan-
ning options like Antara 
injections, Chhaya pills, 

and Copper-T. Hospital 
Superintendent Dr. Swap-
nil Tiwari confirmed the 
hospital’s readiness, high-
lighting a special focus on 
regular antenatal check-
ups, institutional deliv-
eries, and newborn care. 
Health workers, including 
Mitanins and Anganwadi 
workers, will conduct 
door-to-door outreach to 
encourage eligible cou-
ples to utilize these free 
services.

Stars of Tomorrow host 
tree plantation drive
MUNGELI: As part of the 
second phase of the 
‘Hariyar Mungeli, Sugh-
ghar Mungeli’ campaign, 
the ‘Stars of Tomorrow 
Welfare Society’ planted 
20 shade-bearing sap-
lings—including Neem, 
Almond, Kadam, Gulmo-
har, and Peltophorum—
at the B.R. Sao School 
and Tehsil office prem-
ises, securing each with 

a tree guard. The orga-
nization’s co-convener 
emphasized that their 
objective extends beyond 
plantation to nurturing 
the saplings, noting that 
95% of their previously 
planted saplings have 
successfully matured into 
trees. President Mahavir 
Singh remarked that 
rapid changes in weather 
patterns make environ-

ASSAULTED

Borrowed money 
dispute escalates 
into assault
TAKHATPUR:  An inci-
dent of assault occurred 
in Chitwar village follow-
ing a dispute over a loan 
repayment. On July 11 at 
4 PM, the complainant, 
Shriram Singraul, asked 
the accused, Ramayan 
Yadav, to return the 
money he had previ-
ously lent him. Instead 
of repaying the funds, 
Ramayan refused, hurled 
verbal abuse, and physi-
cally assaulted Shriram.

Following the alterca-
tion, Shriram lodged an 
official report detailing 
the incident at the local 
police station. Based on 
his complaint, the police 
registered a case against 
Ramayan under Sections 
115(2), 296, and 351(3).

TRIBUTES PAID

Pensioners’ 
Association honors 
distinguished 
contributions
MUNGELI:  The district 
unit of the Chhattisgarh 
Pensioners’ Welfare Asso-
ciation organized a trib-
ute ceremony at Siyan 
Sadan to mark the sixth 
death anniversary of its 
founding president, Jagat 
Singh Bais.

During the event, 
members paid their 
respects by offering gulal 
and flowers at his por-
trait. Key representatives 
of the association, includ-
ing District Branch Presi-
dent Saeed Khan, Tehsil 
Branch President H.R. 
Bhaskar, District Branch 
Secretary D.D. Manik-
puri, and Agriculture 
Branch representative 
Om Koshle, addressed the 
gathering. 

TREE PLANTATION

Takhatpur 
seniors promote 
conservation 
through trees

TAKHATPUR: Senior citi-
zens organized a collective 
tree plantation drive on 
Monday at the local Muk-
tidham premises, planting 
shade-bearing and eco-
logically beneficial trees 
like Peepal, Banyan, and 
Neem. Tree guards were 
installed to protect the sap-
lings. Inspired by Rohan 
Singh Thakur, an organizer 
of Shri Ramcharitmanas 
recitations, the initiative 
aimed to convey a vital 
message of environmental 
conservation to society. 

CHILD CABINET

Child cabinet 
promotes leadership 
among students

MUNGELI: In accor-
dance with government 
directives regarding 
school operations and the 
smooth conduct of activi-
ties, a ‘Child Cabinet’ was 
elected at the Government 
Upper Primary School, 
Tarkidih. The initiative 
aims to foster leadership 
qualities and civic respon-
sibility among the students 
by involving them directly 
in school governance and 
management activities.

Following the elec-
tion process, an official 
oath-taking ceremony 
was held on the school 
premises. The event took 
place in the presence of 
key educational repre-
sentatives.

|  NAUGAI MURDER CASE| 

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: A seminar was 
organized at ‘Siyan Sadan’ 
by the Senior Citizens’ 
Association and the Chhat-
tisgarh Pensioners’ Wel-
fare Association in Mun-
geli District. Led by Saeed 
Khan, pensioner members 
demanded the disburse-
ment of a 2% Dearness 
Allowance pending since 
January 2026, criticizing 
government delays. Associ-
ation President DK Solanki 
expressed regret over the 
lack of government initia-
tive in issuing senior citi-
zen cards for the country’s 
16.8 crore elderly popu-
lation.Subhash Chandra 
Dixit, who conducted the 
proceedings, highlighted 
a Bilaspur High Court 
order dismissing the state 

government’s appeal and 
mandating the payment of 
6th and 7th Pay Commis-
sion arrears to pensioners. 

Bilaspur Region

FASTFACTS

z A seminar was held 
for senior citizens at 
Mungeli’s Siyan Sadan.

zDuring the seminar, 
a discussion on the 
dearness allowance 
was held in which it 
was demanded that it 
be raised to 2%.

CBI sleuths taking information from police officers.CBI officials checking the car burnt by the accused.

Incorporating yoga into daily 
routines and adopting a healthy 
lifestyle will yield health benefits 

for citizens. 
Sanjay Agrawal 

Collector  - Rajnandgaon
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Daily Horoscope 

Your hope will bloom like 
a rich delicate fragrant and 
dazzling flower. Perfect day 
to purchase items that would 
grow in value. Unexpected 
good news from distant 
relatives will bring happy 
moments for the entire family. 
Today, your colleagues will 
appreciate your work and 
your boss will also seem to be 
happy with your progress. 

Neglecting your parents could 
mar your future prospects. 
Good times never last too 
long. These rebound to 
produce a melody or a jarring 
noise. They are the seeds-we 
reap only what we sow. Today, 
avoid lending your money 
to those relatives who have 
not yet returned the previous 
amount. You are best to 
avoid issues that could cause 
arguments with loved ones. 

ARIES Taurus

Desert your stubborn attitude 
for the sake of your happy life 
as it is sheer waste of time. 
Monetary gains will be from 
one than one source. Family 
needs and requirements get 
neglected as you overstrain at 
work place. Controversies or 
office politics; you will rule on 
everything today. Even though 
you will have ample free 
time, you won’t be able to do 
anything that can satisfy you. 

Elderly people need to 
take care of their health. 
Improvement in finances will 
make it convenient for you to 
pay your long-standing dues 
and bills. Enjoy a peaceful 
and quiet day with family 
members-If people approach 
you with problems- Ignore 
them and don’t let this bother 
your mind. Favourable planets 
will bring you plenty of 
reasons to feel pleased today. 

Gemini Cancer 

Your energy level will be 
high. Money position will 
improve later in the day. This 
period is also good for taking 
your parents into confidence 
regarding your new projects 
and plans. Do not come under 
pressure of others when making 
important business decisions. If 
you live away from home due to 
your studies or job, then utilize 
your free time today by talking 
to your family members. 

Support of highly influential 
people will give a big boost 
to your moral. Today, one 
of your siblings can borrow 
money from you. Although 
you will fulfil their wish, but 
it can worsen your financial 
hardships. Work tensions 
cloud your mind leaving no 
time for family and friends. 
Your courage would win 
the business and education 
benefits. 

Leo Virgo 

Health front needs little care. 
Together with your spouse, 
you can discuss finances 
and plan your wealth for 
your future. Short trip to the 
relative brings moment of 
comfort and relaxation from 
your daily hectic schedule. 
Pending projects and plans 
move to take a final shape. 
Your sense of humor will be 
your greatest asset. 

Overall health will be fine but 
travel will prove hectic and 
stressful. Although no one 
prefers to lend or give away 
their money to anyone, but 
you’ll feel relieved by lending 
your money to a person in need. 
Some people could get on your 
nerves simply ignore them. As 
per your personality, you get 
upset by meeting more people 
and then try to find time for 
yourself amidst all the chaos. 

Libra Scorpio

Today you might have to 
face several tensions and 
difference of opinion that will 
make you feel irritated and 
uneasy. A colleague of your 
office can steal one of your 
valuable items today. Hence, 
you need to remain careful 
and keep your items in check. 
Your brother will be more 
supportive to your needs than 
you had thought. 

Too much worry may disturb 
mental peace. Avoid this 
as every bit of anxiety 
fretfulness and worry affects 
body adversely. If you wish 
to lead a smooth life and 
maintain a stable standard 
of living, then you need 
to remain attentive today 
regarding your finances. 
Making sincere efforts in the 
right direction will definitely 
bring good rewards. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Dormant problems will surface 
bringing mental pressures. 
You will emit a positive aura 
today and step out of your 
house with a good state of 
mind, but your mood can get 
affected due to any of your 
precious items getting robbed. 
Unexpected good news later in 
the day brings happiness and 
cheers for the entire family. 

Pisces
You will remain very active 
and agile today. Your health 
will fully support you 
today. Well-established and 
known businessmen of this 
zodiac sign are required to 
invest their money very 
thoughtfully today. Good 
day to communicate with 
people whom you rarely meet. 
Natives of this zodiac sign 
should read some spiritual 

Aquarius Pisces

SCIENCE WATCH
What is regenerative 

medicine?
3D technology & 
bio-mechanics

Fun&Focus

Regenerative medicine utilizes 
stem cell transplantation, col-

lagen scaffolds, and artificial tis-
sues. This science is revolution-
izing burn reconstruction and 
wound care, allowing the body 

to heal and regenerate damaged 
tissue organically.

Surgeons use 3D printing 
and digital imaging to create 

patient-specific models before 
entering the operating room. 
This highly accurate planning 
ensures flawless execution of 

craniofacial reconstruction and 
cosmetic changes.

Across
1. Song bird (6)
4. Mystery (6)
8. Put over the top (5)
9. Male geese (7)
10. Compared (7)
11. Of the moon (5)
12. Dispirited, 
downcast (9)
17. Below (5)
19. Student (7)
21. Doubtful (7)
22. Citrus fruit (5)
23. Aromatic spice (6)

Down
1. Equipment (6)
2. Retracted (7)
3. Temptress (5)
5. Confound (7)
6. Gather (5)
7. Ridiculous (6)
9. Female deities (9)
13. Intention (7)
14. Quandary (7)
15. Encumbrance (6)
16. Pressed (6)
18. First appearance (5)
20. Divide by two (5)

CROSSWORD SOLUTION- 176

SUDOKU- 177

SUDOKU SOLUTION- 176

CROSSWORD -177 DAILY WORD SEARCH
n Bludgers
n Dudley
n Dumbledore
n Fluffy
n Hagrid
n Harry
n Hermione
n Hogwarts
n Muggles
n Nimbus

n Petunia
n Potter
n Quidditch
n Ridley
n Snape
n Snitch
n Sprout
n Vernon
n Voldemort

JULY 15 – THE DAY IN HISTORY
 July 15 is a highly significant date in Indian history, most notably; 

the legendary Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K. Kamaraj and the 2011, 
successful PSLV-C17 Launch.
 The day is also globally recognized as World Plastic Surgery Day, 

a designation spearheaded by the Association of Plastic Surgeons 
of India (APSI).
 The day also marks the launch of Twitter in 2006, the discovery 

of the Rosetta Stone in 1799, and the tragic assassination of 
fashion designer Gianni Versace in 1997. 
 Same day, in 1903, the Ford Motor Company received its very 

first customer order.
 On this very day in 1971, President Richard Nixon announced his 

plans to visit communist China, thawing Cold War relations.

1) What record in sports is held by 
New Jersey born Abhimanyu Mishra?

 2) Ajeet Bajaj and his daughter Deeya 
Bajaj were the first Indian father 
daughter team to climb Mt. Everest. 
What world record is held by Nikki 
and Cheryl Bart? 
   
3) Kokila  Kishorechandra Balsara- 
Remember her? You have seen her 
in many movies and not only was she 
popular in Hindi movies but Gujarati  
as well. Identify?

 
4) What term was first used on 19 
October 1945, George Orwell in his 
essay “You and the Atom Bomb”?

5) This cleanser was invented in 
India, not the commercial liquid ones 
but the method by use of herbs. The 
word itself has been derived from the 
Sanskrit word champu, which means 
to message?

6) The process of cooking on slow 
fire is a tradition in the Avadh region. 
The name given to this process has 
spawned a famous restaurant, Iden-
tify?

7) When was the VAR introduced in 
the FIFA World cup?

Nails accumulate dirt and have more 
chance of spreading infections. Keep-
ing them clean is imperative. It is one 
very important task for maintaining 
good hygiene and staying away from 
health problems. This curbs the spread 
of disease. Cutting or trimming nails 
regularly can prevent ingrown nails, 
bacterial infection and even fungal 
growth. Pretty nails give an impression 
of good hygiene and maturity.

The highest-scoring game in NBA 
history occurred on December 
13, 1983, when the Detroit Pistons 
defeated the Denver Nuggets 186-184.

Triple-overtime thriller between 
the Detroit Pistons and the Denver 
Nuggets remains the highest-scoring 
game in NBA history, with a com-
bined total of 370 points. Played 
at the McNichols Sports Arena in 
Denver, the game set numerous 
unbreakable records, including 
most combined points (370) and the 
most points scored by a single team 
(Detroit’s 186).

Extremely dark or gloomy. 

The cave was Cimmerian, with 
no light reaching its depths. 
 
Murky, Gloomy, Shadowy, Pitch-
dark and Tenebrous.
 
Bright, Radiant, Luminous, 
Cheerful and Clear.

(1) He is the youngest player ever to qualify for the Grandmaster title 
on June 30, 2021, at the age of 12 years, 4 months, and 25 days (2) 
They are the first ever mother daughter duo to climb Everest together. 
They are also the first mom-daughter duo to complete the seven 
summits reaching the highest peaks on each of the seven continents 
around the world  (3) Nirupa Roy (4) Cold War (5) Shampoo (6) Dum 
Pukht  (7) The Video Assistant Referee (VAR) system was officially 
introduced and first used at the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia

The art of Plastic 
Surgery

Toady is Plastic Surgery Day and 
this surgery combines advanced 

medical science with the art 
of physical restoration. It is 

rooted in anatomy, physiology, 
and pathology all combined 

together.

France was one of the four European teams that participated at the inaugural 
FIFA World Cup in Uruguay in 1930. In fact, French forward Lucien Laurent 
scored the first-ever goal in World Cup history in a 4-1 win against Mexico. 

France hosted their first World Cup in 1938, reaching the quarter-finals. How-
ever, their first true golden generation emerged in the 1950s. Led by the legend-
ary striker Just Fontaine—who scored an astonishing 13 goals in the 1958 tourna-
ment, a record that still stands today—France secured a third-place finish.

After a quiet period in the 1960s and 70s, the brilliant midfielder Michel Platini 
took the mantle. He led France to back-to-back semi-finals in 1982 and 1986, 
cementing them as one of the most entertaining and formidable attacking 
sides in the world.

After a decade of missing out on major tournaments in the early 90s, France hosted and won 
their first World Cup in 1998. Spearheaded by Zinedine Zidane, Les Bleus famously defeated defend-
ing champions Brazil 3-0 in the final.

This victory sparked a modern dynasty. After an unexpected group-stage exit in 2002, France 
returned to the final in 2006, where they lost to Italy on penalties in a dramatic match that concluded 
Zidane’s career. After a tumultuous period in 2010, the team underwent a complete rebuild and 
clinched their second World Cup title in 2018 by defeating Croatia 4-2. France’s dominance continued 
as they reached the final in 2022, narrowly losing to Argentina in a penalty shootout. 

By reaching the semi-finals of the ongoing 2026 FIFA World Cup, France continued its streak as 
one of the most successful and consistent national teams of the 21st century.

France is a global football superpower, having won two 
World Cups (1998, 2018), finished as runners-up in 2006 and 
2022, and reaching the semi-finals of the 2026 tournament. 
They played in the very first World Cup match in 1930 and 
are one of only eight nations to win the tournament.

AL-Khazneh, which in Arabic means 
‘the treasury’, was carved from a 
single piece of rose coloured sand-
stone, as were most other buildings 
in the ancient city of Petra, Jordan. 
Legend has it that pirates hid their 
loot in a huge decorative stone urn 
on the second floor. Built around 
1BC, the structure is about 40m high 
and has been used as a backdrop to 
many Hollywood films, including 
Indina Jones and the Last Crusade 
(1989).  It also served as the model 
for the Emir’s hideout in the Tintin 
adventure, The Red Sea Sharks.

Bandhavgarh National Park is located in_______________.

________________ ran his famous kite experiment in 

1752, proving that lighting produced electricity.

_____________ was the first American playwright to 

win the Nobel Prize in Literature. He also won the 

Pulitzer Prize. Some of his works include Anna 

Christie and Long Day’s Journey into Night.

The electric current is measured with the help of an 

instrument called___________.

A ______________ is a safety device that protects electrical 
circuits from the effects of excessive currents.
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NEW DELHI: India and the 
Maldives have successfully 
concluded the first round 
of negotiations for a pro-
posed Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA), marking an 
important milestone in 
efforts to deepen economic 
engagement between the 
two neighbouring coun-
tries. The virtual negotia-
tions, held from June 29 
to July 7, covered eight key 
policy areas and resulted in 
substantial progress, with 

both sides reporting broad 
convergence on several 
issues.

Economic ties between 
India and the Maldives 
have continued to grow 
steadily in recent years. 
India remains the Maldives’ 
second-largest trading part-
ner, with bilateral trade 
reaching USD 772 million 
during 2025-26, compared 
with USD 680 million in 
the previous financial year. 
The increase represents a 
growth of 13.54 per cent, 
reflecting expanding com-

mercial exchanges and 
stronger economic link-
ages. The Indian delegation 
was led by Ujjwal Kumar 
Ghosh, Joint Secretary in 
the Department of Com-
merce, while the Maldivian 
delegation was headed by 
Chief Negotiator Yusuf Riza. 
The discussions focused 
on developing a balanced, 
comprehensive and mutu-
ally beneficial trade frame-
work that would facilitate 
greater market access, 
improve investment oppor-
tunities and strengthen 

long-term economic coop-
eration. The progress made 
during the negotiations 
was reviewed on July 8 in 
a meeting between Union 
Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal 
and Maldives’ Minister of 
Economic Development, 
Transport and Trade 
Mohamed Saeed. The two 
ministers discussed the 
proposed FTA along with 
other bilateral economic 
initiatives and reaffirmed 
their commitment to expe-
diting negotiations.

India, Maldives advance 
bilateral talks for FTA 

India and the Maldives have completed the first round of Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
negotiations, strengthening efforts to expand bilateral trade and investment.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI:  India’s 
net direct tax collec-
tions rose 16.4 per cent 
year-on-year to Rs 6.51 
lakh crore as on July 13, 
2026, reflecting healthy 
growth in both corporate 
and non-corporate tax 
receipts despite a rise in 
refunds, according to the 
latest data released by the 
Income Tax Department.

The data showed 
that net collections 
increased from Rs 5.59 

lakh crore in the corre-
sponding period of the 
previous financial year. 
The growth was driven 
by robust gains in both 
corporate tax and non
-corporate tax collec-
tions. Net corporate tax 
collections stood at Rs 
2.40 lakh crore, com-
pared with Rs 1.97 lakh 
crore in the year-ago 
period. Meanwhile, net 
non-corporate tax col-
lections, which include 
taxes paid by individ-
uals, Hindu Undivided 

Families (HUFs), firms, 
Associations of Persons 
(AoPs), Bodies of Indi-
viduals (BoIs), local 
authorities and artificial 
juridical persons, rose to 

Rs 3.85 lakh crore from 
Rs 3.44 lakh crore. Col-
lections from the Secu-
rities Transaction Tax 
(STT) also registered a 
sharp increase, rising to 
Rs 26,429 crore from Rs 
17,876 crore a year earlier. 
However, net collections 
under the “other taxes” 
category turned sharply 
negative at Rs 2.02 crore, 
compared with Rs 269.45 
crore in the same period 
last year. On a gross basis, 
direct tax collections 
increased 16.11 per cent 

year-on-year to Rs 7.74 
lakh crore, up from Rs 
6.66 lakh crore recorded 
as on July 13, 2025.

Gross corporate tax 
collections rose to Rs 3.35 
lakh crore from Rs 2.90 
lakh crore, while gross 
non-corporate tax collec-
tions increased to Rs 4.12 
lakh crore from Rs 3.58 
lakh crore. STT collec-
tions also climbed to Rs 
26,429 crore, compared 
with Rs 17,876 crore  
in the corresponding 
period last year.

| DIRECT TAX | 

India’s tax revenue rises to Rs 6.51 lakh crore
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BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: Stock market benchmark 
indices Sensex and Nifty tumbled on 
Tuesday as a sharp surge in crude oil 
prices due to the renewed flare-up in 
West Asia dented investors’ sentiment. 
After three days of gains, the 30-share 
BSE Sensex dropped 561.46 points, or 
0.72 per cent, to settle at 77,054.94. 
During the day, it tumbled 614.92 
points, or 0.79 per cent, to 77,001.48. 
The 50-share NSE Nifty dropped 
158.95 points, or 0.66 per cent, to 
end at 24,052.05. Fresh foreign fund 
outflows and the rupee falling below 
96 mark against the US dollar also hit 
the sentiment, analysts said. From 
the Sensex pack, HCL Tech declined 
the most by 4.42 per cent. Bajaj Fin-
serv, InterGlobe Aviation, State Bank 
of India, Mahindra & Mahindra, and 
Larsen & Toubro were also among 
the major laggards. Bharti Airtel, Tata 

Consultancy Services, Sun Pharma, 
Tata Steel, Adani Ports and Eternal 
were the winners. Brent crude, the 
global oil benchmark, surged 4.26 
per cent to USD 86.85 per barrel.. Hit 
by surging crude oil prices and forex 
outflows, the rupee fell below the 96 
mark on Tuesday, touching a low of 
96.33 in the day trade, down 65 paise. 
The rupee settled down 57 paise at 
96.27 against the US dollar. “Domestic 
equities came under renewed pres-
sure as escalating West Asia tensions 
drove crude oil prices sharply higher, 
reviving fears that global energy sup-
ply will further delay a recovery in 
India’s corporate earnings,” Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Ltd, said. The pain was com-
pounded by the rupee breaching the 
96-per-dollar mark, fanning concerns 
over imported inflation, he added. 

MUMBAI: Drone technology company 
ideaForge Technology has successfully 
raised Rs 500 crore through Qualified 
Institutional Placement (QIP), and it plans 
to use the proceeds to fund the compa-
ny’s next phase of growth and strengthen 
its working capital. The company allot-
ted a total of 62,89,308 equity shares 
of a face value of Rs 10 each at an issue 
price of Rs 795 per share, representing 
a discount of Rs 40.86 (4.89 per cent of 
the floor price) determined as per market 
regulator SEBI guidelines, the company 
said in a statement. The QIP received a 
strong response from marquee domestic 
and international institutional investors, 
reflecting their confidence in the com-
pany’s long-term strategy and growth 
prospects, it said. Investors such as HDFC 
Mutual Fund-HDFC Defence Fund, Arohi 

Emerging India Master Fund, Bandhan 
Infrastructure Fund, Franklin India 
Small Cap Fund, ACM Global Fund VCC, 
HARA Global Master Fund Ltd and other 
institutional investors were allotted the 
equity shares, the statement added. 
“This capital strengthens our ability 
to accelerate innovation, deepen our 
product portfolio and scale execution 
as unmanned systems become increas-
ingly central to national security, public 
safety and critical infrastructure opera-
tions. Building on our proven ISR capa-
bilities, we are expanding into combat 
drones, logistics platforms, autonomous 
mission systems and technologies that 
can operate effectively in contested elec-
tronic warfare environments,” said Ankit 
Mehta, Co-founder and CEO of idea-
Forge Technology.

MARKET 

GROWING PROFIT

Sensex declines by 561 pts on surging oil, West 
Asia flare-up; banks, auto shares major drag

Idea-Forge raises Rs 500 cr via QIP  
to fund next phase of growth

NUMBER

772
z Bilateral trade 
between India and the 
Maldives has reached 
USD 772 million during 
2025-26, 

zThe proposed deal  
aims to boost trade, 
investment, tourism 
and l economic 
cooperation.

“I reviewed the policy 
to strengthen country’s 

food-grain storage 
ecosystem under current 

circumstances.” 
Pralhad Joshi 

Union Food Minister
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Himachal Pradesh 
CM Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu virtu-
ally inaugurated a 
500-KWt ground-
mounted solar  
power project.

SHIMLA: Himachal 
Pradesh Chief Minister 
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu 
on Tuesday virtually 
inaugurated a 500-kilo-
watt ground-mounted 
solar power project in 
Gram Panchayat Mamlig, 
Solan district, under the 
Green Panchayat scheme. 
Built at a cost of Rs 2 
crore, construction of the 
project began on Decem-
ber 23, 2024, and it was 
connected to the electric-
ity grid on February 24, 
2026, a statement issued 
here said. The chief min-
ister said the project was 

currently generating 
around 3,000 units of 
clean electricity every 
day and was expected 
to produce nearly eight 
lakh units annually. 
Under the power pur-
chase agreement, the 
Himachal Pradesh State 
Electricity Board Limited 
would purchase the elec-
tricity at Rs 3.50 per unit, 
providing the state with 
clean energy and a stable 
source of long-term reve-
nue. The project’s biggest 
strength was its people-
centric revenue-sharing 
model as 25 per cent of 
the income generated 
under this project would 
be used for development 
works in the gram pan-

chayat, another 25 per 
cent on the welfare of 
orphans and widows, 20 
per cent would go to the 
state government while 
20 per cent to HIM URJA 
and the remaining 10 per 
cent would be used for 
the operation and main-
tenance of the project, 
Sukhu said. The gram 
panchayat is expected to 
earn around Rs 14 lakh 
every year from the proj-
ect.  Sukhu said the solar 
power plant, which has a 
lifespan of 25 years, was 
an excellent example of 
clean energy generation, 
environmental protec-
tion, rural development 
and social welfare.

FACTFILE

z  The Chief Minister 
said the project was 
currently generating 
around 3,000 units  
of clean electricity 
every day.

FACTFILE

z  The Maharashtra 
Govt  will set up an 
international market in 
Palghar  near Vadhvan 
port, to boost exports.

|  G R E E N  E N E R G Y  |

CM Sukhu launches solar 
power project in Mamlig 

From left, SBI-FML Deputy CEO Denys De Campigneulles, SBI-FML MD Debasish Mishra and SBI-FML Joint CEO  DP Singh during a press conference, in Mumbai,. PTI 

SBI-FML press conference

NEW DELHI: Prices of premium 
housing properties in North Goa 
declined 4-6 per cent annually in 
January-June after a sharp rise in 
rates over the last few years, accord-
ing to Savills India. Real estate con-
sultant Savills India pointed out 
that North Goa’s residential market 
witnessed a modest correction in 
capital values during the first half of 
2026, with prices softening by 4–6 
per cent YoY (year-on-year) across 
micromarkets. 

“The moderation reflects a grad-
ual market recalibration following 
the sharp appreciation witnessed 
over the past few years, when strong 
demand from second-home buyers, 
HNIs, and investors had driven capi-
tal values to elevated levels,” it said. 
On the reason behind the price cor-
rection, the consultant mentioned 
that there is a huge unsold stock of 
plots in the 250-350 square metre 
category, forcing many developers 
to adopt more flexible pricing strat-
egies to accelerate sales. 

NEW DELHI:  Any 
move to extend TRAI’s 
jurisdiction to com-
pel an IT interme-
diary to dictate 
what information it 
presents to users, 
and mandate the 
sharing of proprietary data with a 
telecom-operated registry amounts 
to “encroachment” on a regulatory 
framework that falls within the IT 
Ministry’s ambit, Truecaller CEO Ris-
hit Jhunjhunwala has said amid the 
company’s ongoing feud with the 
telecom regulator. 

Jhunjhunwala’s comments 
come against the backdrop of the 
TRAI-Truecaller tussle over the label-
ling of calls from the dedicated num-
ber series. The Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI) last Friday 
asserted that no app can block phone 
calls originating from 1600 number 
series that are meant for communi-
cations by regulated entities and the 
government to citizens.

REALTY TRAI

Prices of residential 
properties in  Goa down 
4-6 pc in Jan-Jun: Savills

Extending TRAI’s 
jurisdiction like encroaching 
other  domain : Rishit

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: The Maharash-
tra government will set up 
an international-standard 
agricultural market in Pal-
ghar district, about 40km 
from the upcoming Vadh-
van port, to strengthen 
farm exports and link 
cultivators directly to 
global markets, Marketing 
Minister Jaykumar Rawal 
said on Tuesday. The pro-
posed market at Dapchari, 
which will be spread 
across more than 558.43 
hectares, would function 
as a world-class agricul-
tural trade hub catering to 
both domestic and export 
markets and also generate 
more than 10,000 direct 
and indirect jobs, he told 
reporters here.

Rawal said the proj-
ect, approved by the state 
cabinet earlier in the day, 
would be developed by 
the Maharashtra State 
Agricultural Marketing 
Board (MSAMB) on the 

lines of France’s Rungis 
Market, Royal FloraHol-
land in the Netherlands 
and the agricultural logis-
tics ecosystem around the 
Port of Rotterdam.

The state government 
plans to develop a three-
tier agricultural marketing 
system at the sprawling 
site adjoining Mumbai 
comprising an interna-
tional market, a market of 
national importance and 
Agricultural Produce Mar-
ket Committees (APMCs), 
informed the minister. 
The mega project will 
focus on export infrastruc-
ture, post-harvest value 
addition, transparent 
computerised trading and 
modern marketing facili-
ties, he maintained.

Intl market near 
Vadhvan Port to boost 
export: Minister
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‘No notable impact 
on fuel efficiency’

Press Trust Of India

E20 shows no harm, 
no efficiency loss.  

KANPUR: Amid concerns 
over the nationwide roll-
out of 20 per cent etha-
nol-blended petrol (E20), 
researchers at IIT Kanpur 
on Tuesday claimed that 
their studies found no 
significant drop in fuel 
efficiency and “no evi-
dence” that E20 harms 
engines in either existing 
or older vehicles. The 
reported findings follow 
Oil Ministry’s clarification 
last week stating that E20 
can reduce mileage by 
up to 5 per cent in some 
vehicles, but the impact 
is outweighed by sev-
eral benefits, including 
a lower lifecycle carbon 
emissions.

Dhruv Raj Karana, 
Project Scientist of the 
Engine Research Labora-
tory in Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Kanpur’s 
Department of Mechani-
cal Engineering, claimed 
that the fuel efficiency 
decrease is less than 5 per 
cent with the E20 fuel, 
according to the research 
conducted at the institute. 
He told PTI that the up to 
5 per cent decrease could 
be due to factors other 
than fuel and that a simi-
lar result can be obtained 
“even if back to back tests 
are repeated with pure 
petrol”.

Karana further said 

that “extensive testing” 
showed that E20 does 
not cause engine damage, 
corrosion or other tech-
nical problems. He dis-
missed claims circulating 
on social media about E20 
damaging vehicles as “sci-
entifically unfounded” 
and advised motorists to 
rely on their vehicle man-
ufacturer’s manual and 
the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas’s guide-
lines instead of unverified 
online posts.

Karana also told PTI 
that IIT-Kanpur’s Engine 
Research Laboratory, 
headed by Professor Avi-
nash Kumar Agarwal, 
has been carrying out 
extensive research on eth-
anol-blended fuels. The 
team has also successfully 
tested E85 fuel, which con-
tains 85 per cent ethanol, 
though such high blends 
require specially designed 
engines and compatible 
fuel systems. He claimed 
the institute’s studies also 
found no significant drop 
in fuel efficiency due to 
E20. Any variation in mile-
age, he said, is influenced 
more by driving habits, 
road conditions and vehi-
cle maintenance than by 
the fuel itself.

FASTFACTS

z 5% drop likely due to 
other factors.

z	E20 causes no engine 
damage.

NEW DELHI

‘BJP betraying 
women’

The Congress on Tues-
day accused the BJP-led 
‘Mahayuti’ government in 
Maharashtra of betraying 
the state’s women, saying 
that it promised to give Rs 
2,100 every month to them 
during the assembly polls 
but has now “excluded” 
62 lakh women from the 
benefit under the ‘Ladki 
Behen Yojana’ in the state.

Congress general sec-
retary Jairam Ramesh 
claimed that the BJP 
made a similar promise 
to women in Delhi during 
the assembly polls but has 
instead removed beneficia-
ries under the Ladli Behen 
scheme. “Those who 
deceive God, how will they 
spare mothers and sisters? 
The BJP-led Mahayuti gov-
ernment in Maharash-
tra has cheated lakhs of 
women in the name of 
the ‘Ladki Behen Yojana’. 
62 lakh women have been 
excluded from the scheme 
on the pretext of not hav-
ing e-KYC,” Ramesh said in 
a post in Hindi on X.

Just before the 2024 
assembly elections, he said 
the ‘Ladki Behen Yojana’ 
was launched and women 
were given Rs 1,500 every 
month. Along with this, 
it was also promised that 
after the elections, Rs 
2,100 would be given every 
month, he claimed. “But 
true to their long-standing 
habit, after the elections, 
citing various reasons and 
under a conspiracy, they 
have now removed the 
names of lakhs of women 
from the scheme on dif-
ferent pretexts,” Ramesh 
alleged.

Addressing a press 

NEWSLINE
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Modern upgrades 
transform Odisha 
rail hub.

BHUBANESWAR: Kesinga 
Railway Station in 
Odisha’s Kalahandi dis-
trict has been transformed 
into a modern, accessible 
and passenger friendly 
railway station under 
the Amrit Bharat Station 
Scheme. Redeveloped at 
an approximate cost of 
Rs 22 crore, the station 
now offers significantly 
improved passenger ame-
nities and infrastructure, 
reinforcing its role as an 
important rail gateway to 
western Odisha.

The comprehensive 
redevelopment has cre-
ated a more convenient, 
comfortable and seamless 
travel experience for pas-
sengers while enhancing 
the station’s operational 
efficiency. The project 
includes modernization of 
the existing station build-
ing, development of a new 
second entry to ensure 

smoother passenger 
movement, construction 
of a 12 metre wide Foot 
Over Bridge equipped 
with three lifts for barrier 
free accessibility, improve-
ment of platform surfaces 
and platform shelters, 
widening of approach 
roads, development of 
pedestrian pathways and a 
modern drainage system. 
passenger amenities have 
also been substantially 
upgraded with improved 
toilets, a retiring room 
and dormitory, making 
the station more conve-
nient and welcoming for 
travellers. Designed with 
inclusivity at its core, the 
redeveloped station caters 
to the needs of all pas-
sengers, including senior 
citizens, Divyangjan and 

families. Improved circu-
lation areas, enhanced 
accessibility and thought-
fully planned public 
spaces have made Kesinga 
Railway Station more user 
friendly while ensuring 
safer and more efficient 
movement of passen-
gers. Established in 1931, 
Kesinga Railway Station 
has long served as an 
important railway station 
on the Raipur–Vizianaga-
ram line of East Coast Rail-
way. Over the decades, it 
has connected Kalahandi 
with major cities across 
Odisha and neighbour-
ing states, facilitating 

passenger travel, trade 
and commerce. Its stra-
tegic location has made 
it a vital transport hub 
and an important driver 
of the region’s socio eco-
nomic development. The 
station’s transformation 
is expected to further 
strengthen connectivity 
and support the growing 
aspirations of the region. 
Improved railway infra-
structure will benefit res-
idents, students, farmers, 
traders and visitors alike 
by enabling smoother 
travel, facilitating commer-
cial activities and support-
ing Kalahandi’s expanding 
agricultural, business and 
tourism sectors.

|  A M R I T  B H A R A T  S T A T I O N  S C H E M E  |

Kesinga railway station gets  
a modern makeover 

Strong 
demand

Effective 
weight mgmt

MUMBAI: Amazon 
India’s biggest Prime 
Day ever concluded 
with enthusiastic par-
ticipation from Prime 
members across Chhat-
tisgarh. The 10th edi-
tion of Prime Day saw 
more Prime members 
participate from across 
India than any previous 
Prime Day event. 

Over 70% of new 
sign-ups came from Tier 
2 and 3 cities and towns. 
During this three-day 
event, Bilaspur, Raipur  
Customers from across 
the country and other 
cities shopped across 
categories including 
smartphones, con-
sumer electronics, 
fashion & beauty, home 
& kitchen, everyday 
essentials, grocery, 
large appliances and 
furniture. 

Prime members ben-
efited from 10th anni-
versary deals, exclu-
sive Prime Day offers, 
instant bank discounts 
with SBI debit and 
credit cards, Axis Bank 
credit cards, rewards 
and unlimited 5% cash-
back with Amazon Pay 
ICICI Bank credit card, 
no-cost EMI options, as 
well as fast and reliable 
delivery. 

MUMBAI: Between diet 
culture and a wave of 
conflicting health advice, 
weight management 
seems like an endless 
cycle of starting over. 
Though restrictive diets 
and intense workouts can 
give quick results, it can 
be difficult to remain con-
sistent with them in the 
long run. In reality, effec-
tive weight management 
is rarely about depriva-
tion. Instead, it is about 
building sustainable 
habits and making smart 
choices that can easily 
be incorporated into 
today’s busy, demand-
ing lifestyles. California 
Almonds are one such 
choice. Being naturally 
nutrient-dense, these 
almonds provide 24 nutri-
ents and have satiating 
properties that can help 
keep you fuller for longer, 
supporting your weight 
management journey. 

To help make the pro-
cess less overwhelming, 
Bollywood actress Soha 
Ali Khan shares some 
simple yet smart food 
choices that she swears 
by for supporting her 
weight goals:  The best 
way to start eating health-
ier is by including nutri-
ent-rich ingredients in 
your meal. Rather than 
completely cutting out 
the foods you enjoy, find 
ones that fill the nutri-
tional gaps in your meal.  
California Almonds are 
rich in monounsaturated 
fats, making them a per-
fect healthy fat to include 
in your meal. 

Empowering youth 
with skills for a 
changing world
Press Trust Of India

Youth need skills, 
creativity, adapt-
ability.

MUMBAI: As the work-
place changes rapidly, 
there is a growing need 
to prepare youngsters 
with skills for the future. 
There has never been a 
better time to consider 
the importance of skills 
development as more 
than mere educational 
concerns. Young people 
need not just academic 
knowledge but also 
adaptability, creativity 
and skills to deal with 
the complex world we 
have now. With the right 
skills, young people can 
become competent indi-
viduals and be able to 
play an important role 
in society and the work-
place. Leadership skills, 
ability to communicate, 
willingness to think crit-
ically and solve prob-
lems, etc., are important 
for young people to deal 
with problems and strive 
for their success in an 
environment of change.

The emergence of 
artificial intelligence and 
new technologies has 
significantly changed the 
skills landscape, adding 
the need for digital lit-
eracy and technology 
fluency for the workers 
of the future. However, 
while technology can 
carry out certain tasks, 
the real leaders will still 
be the ones who com-
bine technology with 
human qualities needed 
for successful leaders. 
In response to these 
changes, WeSchool is 
training professionals for 
the future through exper-
iential education, col-
laborations with various 
industries, projects and 
initiatives in entrepre-
neurship, and a decentra-
lised approach through 
the REDX Innovation 
Lab. The focus is also on 
the teaching of the prin-
ciples of design thinking, 
readiness for artificial 
intelligence, leadership, 
and critical and analytical 
thinking. It is important 
to understand that entre-
preneurial thinking has 
become another crucial 
skill of Generation Y. 

FASTFACTS

z  Redeveloped at an 
approximate cost of Rs 
22 cr.

zInclusive design 
serves all passengers.

Press Trust Of India

AHMEDABAD: The 2008 
Ahmedabad serial bomb 
blasts was “an attack 
on the sovereignty of 
India” and its ultimate 
objective was to topple 
a democratically elected 
government, the Gujarat 
High Court has said in 
its judgement. A division 
bench of Justices A Y 
Kogje and Samir Dave on 
July 7 upheld the death 
sentence of 38 Indian 
Mujahideen (IM) opera-
tives and life sentence of 
11 others in the case. The 
full 2,223-page judgment 
became available on 
Monday.

The case belonged to 
the “rarest of the rare” 
category, and not handing 
down appropriate sen-
tences or looking for small 
excuses to avoid sentenc-
ing will amount to mis-
carriage of justice, the HC 
said. “There is no doubt 
in the mind of the court 
that such a consorted 
attack is an attack on the 
sovereignty of India with 
the ultimate objective, 
as is even reflected from 
evidence of witnesses, to 
topple the democratically 
elected government,” it 
said.

The high court noted 
that 56 persons died in 
the blasts and 240 oth-
ers were injured. Citing 
the case of Ajmal Kasab, 
the Pakistani terror-
ist arrested during the 

2008 Mumbai terror 
attack whose death sen-
tence was upheld by the 
Supreme Court on the 
ground that it was a “very 
rarest of the rare case,” 
the court said the present 
case fell in the same cat-
egory.

The number of deaths, 
the “humongous nature 
of conspiracy”, the inten-
tion “to create an atmo-
sphere of widespread 
terror in the society”, the 
conduct of the convicts 
during trial, the scale of 

the conspiracy, and the 
loss of innocent lives in 
the “inhuman and das-
tardly act” justified the 
capital punishment, the 
HC said.

“The manner in which 
the bomb blasts were 
executed speaks vol-
umes about the mindset 
and the remorseless act 
of taking away the lives 
of innocent people,” the 
high court observed.

It also noted that some 
of the convicts had crimi-
nal antecedents and none 

showed remorse. Disci-
plinary action had been 
taken against them dur-
ing their incarceration, 
and there was nothing 
on record to justify tak-
ing a lenient view while 
sentencing them, the HC 
said. On July 26, 2008, a 
series of 21 bomb blasts 
ripped through Ahmeda-
bad in a span of 70 min-
utes, killing 56 persons 
and leaving more than 
200 injured.

Blasts also took place 
in hospitals when victims 
from other places were 
being rushed in, marking 
the first time hospitals 
were targeted in such 
an attack. The blasts in 
predominantly Hindu/
Non-Muslim areas sought 
to “strike to the root of 
an orderly society envi-
sioned under our Consti-
tution, and (were) there-
fore an act of terrorism,” 
the division bench said.

‘A’bad blasts hit sovereignty’

‘Ignorance no shield; death penalty warranted’

Ultimate objective was to topple democratically elected govt.

The court also men-
tioned doctor couple 
Prerak Shah and his wife 
Kinjal Shah who were 
killed while on duty 
when a bomb went off 
at the civil hospital, and 
noted that “the accused 
cannot escape by main-
taining that they were 
not aware or planned 
for such catastrophic 
effect which would war-
rant nothing less than 
a capital punishment.” 

Almost all the accused 
sentenced to death 
or life imprisonment 
had serious criminal 
antecedents, the court 
noted. As to the 11 con-
victs whose life sentence 
was upheld, the HC 

observed that the pros-
ecution established the 
role played by some of 
them in participating in 
terror training camps 
in Gujarat and Kerala, 
and the involvement of 
others in purchasing a 
scooter, plastic contain-
ers, clock and making 
arrangements to shelter 
other accused. Of the 78 
persons who went on 
trial, 49 were convicted 
in February 2022. 

HIGHLIGHT

z Most convicts had 
criminal pasts.

z 78 tried, 49 convicted.

| IIT KANPUR RESEARCH | 



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

“The strongest relationships are built through truth, 
compassion, respect, selfless service, courage and patience.”

[ Mahatma Gandhi ]

Since  1974  Volume  14  No. 106
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The Strait of Hormuz has once again emerged as 
the focal point of global geopolitical tensions, with 
potentially far-reaching consequences for ener-

gy-importing nations like India. US President Donald 
Trump’s proposal to impose a 20% charge on cargo 
transiting the strategic waterway, coupled with renewed 
military pressure on Iran, has intensified uncertainty in 
global oil markets. Whether the proposed levy is legally 
enforceable remains debatable, but the broader mes-
sage is unmistakable: instability in the Gulf continues to 
threaten the world’s energy lifeline. For India, the con-
cern extends well beyond the possibility of a transit toll. 
Nearly 90% of the country’s crude oil requirements are 
met through imports, much of which flows through the 
Strait of Hormuz. Any disruption in shipping, increase in 
insurance premiums or surge in freight charges inevita-
bly translates into higher import costs. Even before any 
actual supply interruption occurs, global markets typ-
ically build a geopolitical risk premium into oil prices, 
pushing crude costs upward. The economic implications 
are significant. Rising oil prices widen India’s import bill, 
strain the current account deficit and weaken the rupee. 
Higher fuel costs also feed directly into inflation by 
increasing transportation and manufacturing expenses, 
affecting virtually every sector of the economy. Such 
pressures could complicate the Reserve Bank of India’s 
efforts to maintain price stability while also forcing 
the government to reconsider subsidy commitments if 
energy prices remain elevated for an extended period. 
At the same time, India has taken encouraging steps to 
reduce its vulnerability. In recent months, refiners have 
diversified crude purchases by increasing imports from 
Russia, the United States, West Africa and Latin America. 
This broader sourcing strategy offers greater flexibility 
and reduces dependence on any single region. While it 
cannot completely insulate India from Gulf instability, 
it significantly enhances the country’s resilience against 
sudden supply disruptions. Ultimately, the greater 
challenge is not the proposed 20% levy but the uncer-
tainty surrounding the evolving US-Iran confrontation. 
A prolonged conflict would continue to unsettle energy 
markets regardless of whether the toll is ever imple-
mented. India must therefore persist with its strategy 
of diversifying energy sources, strengthening strategic 
petroleum reserves and expanding renewable energy 
capacity. In an increasingly volatile geopolitical environ-
ment, energy security is no longer merely an economic 
necessity but a critical pillar of national resilience and 
long-term growth.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Turning Plastic into 
Flood Protection

India–New Zealand Strategic Partnership: A 
New Chapter in Indo-Pacific Cooperation

India faces floods and riverbank erosion almost every 
year. At the same time, plastic waste continues to 
pile up across the country. The new technology 

developed by MANTRA and IIT Bhubaneswar shows 
that one problem can help solve another. By convert-
ing discarded plastic bottles into strong geotextile bags 
for embankments, the project provides a practical and 
environment-friendly solution. This innovation has 
many advantages. Cheaper and quicker to install than 
traditional stone or concrete structures, which it helps 
reduce soil erosion, allows water to drain naturally, and 
supports the growth of vegeta-
tion. Most importantly, it gives a 
useful purpose to plastic waste 
that would otherwise pollute 
land and water. The project also 
highlights the value of coopera-
tion between scientists, industry 
and government. Such partner-
ships can produce solutions that 
are both effective and affordable 
for India’s growing climate challenges. The technology 
should be tested on a larger scale in flood-prone districts 
across the country. State governments should include 
such eco-friendly methods in their flood control plans. 
At the same time, better plastic waste collection and 
recycling systems must be developed. Innovations like 
this can protect both people and the environment.
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KPS Gill’s iron resolve defeats Punjab terrorism
Kanwar Pal Singh Gill, a fearless police officer, played a deci-
sive role in ending terrorism in Punjab during its most turbu-
lent years. Brought from the Assam cadre, he rose to become 
DGP Punjab Police and led operations with strategic clarity and 
authority. Amid fear and collapsing systems, Gill restored public 
confidence and enforced law firmly. His leadership, backed by 
the Centre, ensured peace returned. Those who witnessed that 
era still remember his courage.

Sunil Pradhan, Nuapada, Odisha

Multilingual policy needs practical and student friendly implementation
The CBSE’s move to mandate third language internal assessment by 2027-
28 supports cognitive development and national integration. However, 
insisting that two languages be native may create structural and psycho-
logical challenges for students. Instead of rigid pass-fail systems, innova-
tive approaches like AI-based language tools and peer communication plat-
forms should be encouraged. Focusing on practical usage rather than rote 
learning can reduce stress and improve outcomes, making multilingual 
education engaging, inclusive, and effective for learners.

Dr. Vijaykumar H K, Raichur
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Hormuz Tensions 
Challenge India’s 
Energy Security

Anantha Padmanabhan

Women Transforming Modern Human Relationships

Women’s empower-
ment has emerged as 
one of the defining 

social transformations of the 
modern era, fundamentally 
changing the nature of rela-
tionships within families and 
society. Once confined largely 
to traditional domestic roles, 
women today are equal par-
ticipants in decision-making, 
education, employment and 
leadership. This transforma-
tion has not weakened family 
values; rather, it has strength-
ened relationships by replacing 
inequality with trust, respect 
and shared responsibility.

For generations, women 
served as the emotional back-
bone of families, dedicat-
ing themselves to nurturing 
children, caring for elders 

and managing households. 
Their immense contributions 
often remained unrecognised 
because they were viewed as 
duties rather than achieve-
ments. Today, education has 
become the most powerful 
instrument of change, enabling 
women to realise their poten-
tial, develop confidence and 
contribute meaningfully to 
every sphere of life. An edu-
cated woman not only secures 
her own future but also nur-
tures an environment where 
equality, empathy and respon-
sibility become guiding princi-
ples for future generations.

Economic independence 
has further transformed the 
dynamics of relationships. As 
women contribute to household 

incomes and financial planning, 
they have become equal part-
ners in shaping family decisions. 
Marriage is increasingly viewed 
as a partnership founded on 
cooperation rather than hierar-
chy. Couples now recognise that 
mutual respect, honest commu-
nication and shared responsi-
bilities are essential for lasting 
relationships. Fathers are also 
embracing more active roles in 
parenting and household man-
agement, reflecting a healthier 
balance of responsibilities and 
creating positive examples for 
children.

The influence of women 
extends far beyond their homes. 
Across science, medicine, edu-
cation, business, politics, sports 
and public administration, 

women continue to break bar-
riers and redefine excellence. 
Their achievements challenge 
long-standing stereotypes and 
inspire younger generations to 
pursue their aspirations with-
out fear or limitation. These 
accomplishments demonstrate 
that talent and leadership are 
determined by ability and ded-
ication, not by gender.

However, meaningful prog-
ress cannot ignore the per-
sistent challenges that many 
women continue to face. Gen-
der discrimination, unequal 
wages, workplace harass-
ment, domestic violence and 
deep-rooted social prejudices 
remain serious concerns across 
the world. These issues restrict 
opportunities and undermine 

the principles of justice and 
equality. Eliminating such barri-
ers requires coordinated efforts 
from governments, educational 
institutions, employers, civil 
society and families. Strong 
legal protection, quality edu-
cation, safe workplaces and 
equal opportunities are essen-
tial for building a society where 
women can thrive without dis-
crimination.

Healthy relationships are sus-
tained not through authority or 
control but through understand-
ing, compassion and mutual 
appreciation. Equality does not 
mean eliminating differences 
between men and women; it 
means recognising that both 
deserve equal dignity, opportu-
nities, rights and respect. When 
both partners value each other’s 
contributions, relationships 
become more resilient, harmo-
nious and fulfilling.

The future of society 
depends upon relationships 
built on cooperation rather 
than dominance. Empowering 
women is therefore not merely 
a matter of social justice but an 
investment in stronger families, 
responsible citizens and inclu-
sive communities. As women 
continue to redefine relation-
ships through education, lead-
ership and equality, they are 
shaping a society where respect 
replaces prejudice, partnership 
replaces inequality and com-
passion becomes the founda-
tion of human progress.

Pro. (Dr.) Sunil Goyal
The author is an  
Eminent Social  

Scientist, Professor 
and Columnist,  

presently working  
at Department of 
Higher Education, 

Government of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

nomic potential. Beyond trade, 
the partnership carries consider-
able strategic significance. Both 
countries strongly support a free, 
open, inclusive, and rules-based 
Indo-Pacific, founded on respect 
for international law and freedom 
of navigation. With nearly 95% of 
India’s trade by volume and about 
70% by value moving through 
maritime routes, secure sea lanes 
remain vital for India’s economic 
prosperity. Consequently, mari-
time security, defence coopera-
tion, cybersecurity, counter-ter-
rorism, disaster management, 
and supply-chain resilience have 
become key pillars of bilateral 
engagement.

Agriculture represents another 
area of immense opportunity. 
India is the world’s largest milk 
producer, while New Zealand 
remains a global leader in dairy 
productivity and agricultural 
innovation. Combining India’s 
scale with New Zealand’s exper-
tise in precision farming, food 
safety, and agricultural biotech-
nology can significantly improve 
productivity, strengthen food 
security, and enhance rural live-
lihoods through collaborative 
research and technology transfer.

Education, research, and 
innovation further enrich the 
relationship. Expanded academic 
exchanges, institutional partner-
ships, scientific collaboration, 
and digital innovation initiatives 
will strengthen human capital 
while fostering deeper people-to-
people ties. Climate cooperation 
also offers significant promise. 

India’s commitment to achieving 
Net Zero emissions by 2070 and 
New Zealand’s target of Net Zero 
by 2050 provide common ground 
for collaboration in renewable 
energy, green hydrogen, cli-
mate-resilient infrastructure, sus-
tainable agriculture, and disaster 
preparedness.

Equally important is the Indian 
diaspora, numbering nearly 
300,000 people in New Zealand. 
Their growing contributions 
across business, healthcare, edu-
cation, entrepreneurship, and 
public service have strengthened 
bilateral goodwill and created 
enduring cultural and economic 
bridges between the two societies.

Ultimately, the India–New Zea-
land Strategic Partnership is far 
more than a diplomatic upgrade. 
It represents a forward-looking 
vision that integrates trade, tech-
nology, sustainability, education, 
security, and people-to-people 
engagement into a comprehen-
sive framework for long-term 
cooperation. If implemented with 
sustained political commitment 
and effective institutional coor-
dination, this partnership can 
become one of the Indo-Pacific’s 
most successful bilateral relation-
ships. In an era defined by geopo-
litical uncertainty and economic 
transformation, the partnership 
demonstrates how democratic 
nations can leverage complemen-
tary strengths to promote pros-
perity, regional stability, and 
sustainable development while 
contributing meaningfully to the 
emerging Indo-Pacific century.

Diplomatic milestones 
are remembered not 
merely for ceremonial 

visits but for their ability to 
redefine strategic relationships. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
recent visit to New Zealand—the 
first by an Indian Prime Min-
ister in four decades—marks 
precisely such a transformative 
moment. More than a symbolic 
engagement, the visit signifies 
the elevation of bilateral rela-
tions to a comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnership, reflecting a 
shared commitment to demo-
cratic values, economic cooper-
ation, technological innovation, 
maritime security, and regional 
stability in the Indo-Pacific.

The partnership arrives at a 
crucial time. The Indo-Pacific 
cooperation today contributes 
nearly 60% of global GDP and 
over 65% of global economic 
growth, making it the world’s 
most dynamic geopolitical and 
economic region. In this evolving 
landscape, cooperation among 
democratic maritime nations has 
become essential for maintaining 
regional stability, secure supply 
chains, and a rules-based inter-
national order. Economically, 
the partnership brings together 
two highly complementary econ-
omies. India, now the world’s 
fourth-largest economy, has a 
GDP exceeding US$4.3 trillion 
and continues to grow at around 
6–7% annually. Its population of 
1.43 billion, median age of 28.8 
years, more than 900 million 
internet users, over 650 million 

smartphone users, and a vibrant 
startup ecosystem of 110,000-
plus recognised startups make it 
one of the world’s most attractive 
investment destinations. India’s 
expanding digital economy, 
manufacturing capabilities, and 
growing consumer market offer 
enormous opportunities for 
global partners.

New Zealand, though com-
paratively smaller with a popula-
tion of 5.4 million, offers globally 
recognised strengths in sustain-
able agriculture, dairy technol-
ogy, food processing, renewable 
energy, biotechnology, envi-
ronmental management, and 
world-class education. Its GDP 
of approximately US$270 billion, 
high per capita income, and rep-
utation for transparent gover-
nance make it an ideal long-term 
economic partner for India.

The recently concluded India–
New Zealand Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) provides the insti-
tutional framework to translate 
these complementary strengths 
into tangible outcomes. Reduced 
tariffs, enhanced market access, 
improved investment protec-
tion, and stronger coopera-
tion in services are expected 
to boost bilateral trade across 
agriculture, pharmaceuticals, 
tourism, education, digital tech-
nologies, renewable energy, and 
advanced manufacturing. The 
shared objective of doubling 
bilateral trade to NZ$7 billion 
by 2030 reflects the confidence 
both governments place in the 
partnership’s long-term eco-

Education, equality and mutual respect are reshaping modern relationships, empowering women as equal 
partners while creating stronger families, healthier communities and progressive societies.
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NEW DELHI:  The Congress on Tuesday 
took a sharp swipe at the central gov-
ernment, calling the 
growing bonhomie 
between the US and 
Pakistan, along with 
Islamabad’s rising 
influence in West 
Asia, a “severe set-
back” to India. Con-
gress General Secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh 
stated that these 
developments raise 
a serious question 
mark over the “style 
and substance” of 
the self-proclaimed 
“Vishwaguru” (world 
leader).

Ramesh’s remarks 
followed a high-pro-
file meeting at the 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) 
headquarters in 
Washington, where 
FBI Director Kash 
Patel warmly wel-
comed Pakistan’s 
Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi. Point-
ing to this interac-
tion, Ramesh noted 
on X that the Islam-
abad Memorandum 
of Understanding 
between the US and 
Iran—agreed to last 
month—has practi-
cally collapsed, yet 

Washington’s closeness with Islama-
bad continues to grow. PTI
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HYDERABAD: Union 
Labour Minister Man-
sukhMandaviya on Tues-
day highlighted the vast 
potential for collaboration 
among BRICS nations in 
key sectors like social 
security, skills develop-
ment, Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) governance, 
labor mobility, and decent 
work. Speaking at the 
inauguration of the three-
day BRICS Trade Union 
Forum Summit-2026, he 
noted that BRICS coun-
tries collectively represent 
nearly half of the global 
population and one of its 
largest workforces. Man-
daviya emphasized that 
the upcoming BRICS labor 
and employment minis-
ters’ meeting in Hyder-
abad on July 15 offers a 
prime opportunity to turn 
the summit’s recommen-

dations into practical pol-
icy cooperation, aiming to 
foster an innovative, inclu-
sive, and human-centric 
future of work. The Minis-
ter also shared details on 
India’s domestic growth, 
stating that employment 
generation remains cen-

tral to the nation’s strat-
egy. Over the past decade, 
nearly 170 million jobs 
have been created in 
India. He claimed that the 
national unemployment 
rate dropped from six per-
cent in 2017 to 3.1 percent 
in 2025. During the same 
period, female labor force 
participation saw a signifi-
cant rise, growing from 22 
percent to 38.8 percent.

To maintain this eco-
nomic momentum, Man-
daviya highlighted the 
central government’s 
newly launched Pradhan 
MantriViksit Bharat Roz-
garYojana. He explained 
that this employ-
ment-linked incentive 
scheme is specifically 
structured to generate 35 
million formal sector jobs 
over the next two years, 
securing robust livelihood 
opportunities for India’s 
youth.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The BJP 
launched a sharp attack 
on the Congress on 
Tuesday, accusing its 
LokSabha MP Imran 
Masood of defending con-
victed former AAP coun-
cillor Tahir Hussain, who 
was recently found guilty 
of murdering Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) officer Ankit 
Sharma during the 2020 
northeast Delhi riots.

The controversy 
erupted after the rul-
ing party shared a video 
clip in which Masood 
was purportedly heard 
saying, “If his name had 
been Kapil instead of 
Tahir Hussain, he would 
have been acquitted.” 
The remarks came a day 
after a Delhi court con-
victed Hussain and four 
others for Sharma’s mur-
der, with the judge find-
ing Hussain guilty of pro-
moting enmity, rioting, 
assault, and murder.

Addressing the media, 

BJP national spokesper-
son ShehzadPoonawalla 
accused the Congress of 
giving a communal spin to 
a judicial verdict for vote-
bank politics. Poonawalla 
asserted that the court’s 
judgment proved the 
2020 Delhi riots were 
an “organised and spon-
sored” conspiracy rather 
than an organic event. He 
criticized the Congress 
for allegedly standing 
with Hussain instead of 
the victim’s family, stat-
ing that the party con-
sistently prioritizes its 
electoral interests over 

national security.
Echoing these con-

cerns, another BJP 
national spokesperson, 
Tuhin Sinha, linked 
Masood’s comments to 
the Congress’s desper-
ation to polarise voters 
ahead of the upcoming 
Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
elections. Sinha argued 
that this is part of a recur-
ring pattern for the party, 
drawing a parallel to the 
2012 UP election cam-
paign when Salman Khur-
shid claimed Sonia Gan-
dhi wept over the deaths 
of terrorists in the Batla 

House encounter.
Sinha questioned 

whether Masood’s 
remarks represented the 
official stance of the Con-
gress and demanded that 
Leader of the Opposition 
Rahul Gandhi clarify the 
party’s position on the 
matter. He condemned 
the attempts to “normal-
ise an act of terror” by 
injecting religion into a 
criminal conviction.

With the Delhi court’s 
verdict reviving the 
intense political debate 
surrounding the 2020 
violence, the BJP’s aggres-
sive stance underscores 
its strategy to corner the 
Congress on national 
security and minority 
appeasement, setting 
a highly polarized tone 
ahead of crucial state 
elections.

HIGHLIGHT

z Court strengthened 
post-retirement 
security for thousands 
of retirees.
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“There is no rift in the 
party. All senior party 

leaders meet with  
Sunetra Pawar to discuss 

political issues.”     
Praful Patel,              

NCP National Working 
President

‘Cong giving communal 
angle to Hussain verdict’

On Tuesday, BJP heavily criticized Congress’ Imran Masood of 
supporting AAP councilor, Tahir Hussain.

HIGHLIGHT

z The Centre shared a 
video which sparked 
massive outrage.

Toll plaza 
protests 
CHANDIGARH:   The  
Samyukt Kisan Morcha 
(Non-Political) held demon-
strations at over 40 toll pla-
zas across Punjab on Tues-
day, allowing free passage 
to vehicles from 11 am to 4 
pm. Led by national con-
vener Jagjit Singh Dalle-
wal, the protests targeted 
the Punjab government’s 
amended land pooling 
policy and the proposed 
India-US free trade agree-
ment. Protesters at major 
plazas, including Dappar 
and Kharar, accused the 
state government of using 
the land pooling policy to 
acquire fertile agricultural 
land for corporate benefit. 
They also expressed strong 
apprehensions that the 
India-US trade deal would 
ruin domestic agriculture, 
dairy, and poultry sectors 
by opening markets to for-
eign competition.

Demanding the imme-
diate scrap of the trade 
pact, the withdrawal of 
the land pooling policy, 
and an investigation into 
alleged irregularities in 
the Land Mortgage Bank, 
the farmer leaders warned 
of intensifying their agita-
tion if their demands are 
not addressed by both the 
state and central govern-
ments.

Madras HC verdict clears path 
for higher EPF pensions

|  E P F O  R E J E C T I O N S  C R I T I C I S E D  |
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Significant relief 
for higher pension 
aspirants.

MADURAI:   In a signifi-
cant relief for higher 
pension aspirants, the 
Madurai Bench of the 
Madras High Court 
has delivered a land-
mark judgment, firmly 
rejecting the Employ-
ees’ Provident Fund 
Organisation’s (EPFO) 
grounds for denying 
higher pension claims 
from exempted estab-
lishments. Dismiss-
ing the EPFO’s writ 
appeals, the Division 
Bench has strength-
ened post-retirement 
security for thousands 
of retirees. The Court 
held that the provisions 
of the EPF Act and the 

Pension Scheme pre-
vail over any restric-
tive rules framed by 
Provident Fund Trusts, 
which had been used to 
deny legitimate claims. 
It further highlighted 
glaring inconsistencies 
in EPFO’s approach, 
noting that higher pen-
sions were approved 
for certain units of 
BHEL and SAIL while 
being denied to others 
within the same organ-
isations. The Bench 
termed this disparity 

a clear violation of the 
principle of constitu-
tional equality. Reaf-
firming the Supreme 
Court’s stance, the 
Court rejected EPFO’s 
argument of financial 
burden, stating that 
vested employee rights 
cannot be curtailed on 
such grounds. 

It also directed 
the EPFO to process 
and settle all pend-
ing higher pension 
applications within 
one month. Welcom-
ing the judgment, the 
National Confeder-
ation of Pensioners’ 
Associations (NCPA) 
has urged the Prime 

Minister’s Office and 
the Ministry of Labour 
to ensure nationwide 
implementation of the 
ruling without delay. 
The NCPA stressed that 
compelling senior citi-
zens to engage in pro-
longed and fragmented 
litigation undermines 
the National Litigation 
Policy. It called upon 
the EPFO to end arbi-
trary rejections, adopt 
a non-adversarial 
approach, and uphold 
the legitimate rights of 
retirees in line with the 
government’s vision 
of “Minimum Gov-
ernment, Maximum 
Governance.” The ver-
dict marks a decisive 
step towards ensuring 
justice and dignity for 
pensioners, reinforcing 
that governance must 
prevail over prolonged 
litigation.

Robbery
NEW DELHI: A 42-year-
old forex delivery execu-
tive, Hare Krishna Jana, 
was lured to East Delhi’s 
MadhuVihar and robbed 
of foreign currency worth 
Rs 9.79 lakh after being 
incapacitated with pepper 
spray. The victim arrived 
on July 6 to deliver 5,500 
Euros to a caller posing as 
“Mr. Singh.” Upon arrival, 
Jana was asked to step into 
a car, where three men 
sprayed him, snatched 
his bag—containing Euros, 
Thai Baht, US Dollars, Chi-
nese Yuan, and cash—and 
fled. Delhi Police tracked 
the suspects using call 
records and location 
mapping, leading to the 
arrest of Kartik (20) and 
Kavaljeet (23) in Meerut, 
Uttar Pradesh. Investiga-
tors revealed the suspects 
used forged documents 
to buy the SIM card and 
set up the fake deliv-
ery address. Police have 
recovered the getaway 
car and 1,100 Euros, while 
efforts continue to arrest 
remaining accomplices 
and recover the rest of the 
looted currency.

| MANDAVIYA’S VIEWS ON COOPERATION | 

‘Need BRICS coop in labour and employment’

“Need for  
cooperationin 
AI governance, 
labour mobility 

and decent work.”
Mansukh Mandaviya,   
Union Labour Minister

NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta on Tuesday unveiled 
‘Mayur’, the official mascot for the 
upcoming Commonwealth Table Ten-
nis Championship 2026. Scheduled to 
take place at the Thyagaraj Stadium 
from July 27 to August 2, the premier 
championship will bring together 
elite players from 25 Commonwealth 
nations, putting Delhi firmly in the 
international sporting spotlight. 

The high-profile unveiling cere-
mony was attended by Delhi’s Edu-

cation and Sports Minister Ashish 
Sood, Commonwealth Table Tennis 
Federation President VivekKohli, 
officials from the Table Tennis Feder-
ation of India, alongside prominent 
players and coaches. Speaking at 
the event, Minister Sood highlighted 
that the mascot ‘Mayur’—inspired by 
the national bird—represents confi-
dence, excellence, determination, 
sportsmanship, and India’s rich cul-
tural heritage, symbolizing pride and 
energy. PTI
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Commonwealth TT C’ship Mascot Unveiled
Mayur takes centre stage as mascot for  

commonwealth TT championship

Congress Questions BJP’s Vishwaguru Remark
Pakistan’s growing role in West Asia raises  

concerns, says Congress
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Govinda reflects on  
his comeback journey 

with ‘Roopa’
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Ranveer Singh is reportedly set 
to begin filming his upcoming 
zombie thriller Pralay in August. 
According to reports, the actor 
will continue shooting until Diwali 
before taking a paternity break as 
wife Deepika Padukone prepares 
to welcome their second child. 
Production is expected to resume 
in 2027. 

Directed by Jai Mehta, Pralay 
marks Ranveer’s entry into the zom-
bie-thriller genre, with a major por-
tion of the film reportedly sched-
uled to be shot in Australia. On the 
personal front, Ranveer and Deep-
ika, who welcomed daughter Dua in 
2024, are preparing to expand their 
family later this year.

Janhvi Kapoor made a stunning fashion state-
ment at Akansha Ranjan Kapoor and Sharan 
Sharma’s sangeet celebrations in a sculptural 
24K gold-plated bustier paired with a metallic 
silk drape. The artistic ensemble blended cou-
ture with traditional elegance, making it one 
of the standout celebrity looks of the wed-
ding festivities. Styled with heritage-inspired 
jewellery, a sleek braided ponytail, bronzed 
makeup and a delicate gold bindi, Janhvi let 
the statement outfit take centre stage. 

Bollywood

Ranveer Singh  
to start Pralay  
in August

Fashion

Gold glamour defines Janhvi 
Kapoor’s look

@iamhumaq

Huma Qureshi pays 
tribute to her mother
Huma Qureshi shared an emotional 
tribute to her mother, calling her one 
of the strongest women she knows. 
The actress reflected on learning 
strength, patience and unconditional 
love from her mother long before 
entering the film industry.

@ananyapanday

Kareena gushes over hot 
husband Saif Ali
Ananya Panday shared pictures 
from her London getaway, capturing 
moments from the Wimbledon semi-
finals and Pitbull’s BST Hyde Park con-
cert. From elegant courtside fashion 
to lively concert vibes, the actor gave 
fans a glimpse of her fun-filled week-
end abroad.

Akansha Ranjan Kapoor and film-
maker Sharan Sharma tied the knot 
in an intimate ceremony surrounded 
by close family and friends. 

One of the most touching 
moments came during their heart-
felt exchange of vows, where an 
emotional Akansha expressed her 
love, saying she felt “complete” with 
Sharan. Overcome with emotion, 

she was comforted by the groom, 
who hugged and kissed her, drawing 
applause from guests. The couple 
married exactly four years after they 
began dating, making the occasion 
even more special. 

Their picturesque sunset wed-
ding and emotional vows have won 
hearts, with videos from the cere-
mony now going viral online.

liament in the 14th Lok 
Sabha and later endured a 
14-year period of struggle 
before returning to films. 
He considers these mile-
stones more than mere 
coincidence.

Recalling his early 
aspirations, Govinda 
shared that people often 
laughed when he said 
he wanted to become 
a film hero because he 
didn’t fit the stereotyp-
ical image of a Bolly-

wood star. Instead of 
being discouraged, he 
remained committed to 
his dream and fulfilled 
the vision his mother 
had for him.

With Roopa, Govinda 
hopes to reconnect with 
audiences and prove that 
perseverance, faith and 
determination can pave 
the way for a successful 
new beginning, regard-
less of the challenges 
faced along the journey.

The bollywood hot pair
Akansha gets emotional during 

wedding vows 

“Ya, I do sing, and I love directing, so 
for sure I will direct,” Urvashi said. As a 
person, I am a very emotional person, 

so I would want to direct a die-hard love 
story, maybe something like Titanic.” 

Urvashi Rautela 

Web Series

Kay Kay Menon  
returns with  
comedy 
Prime Video has unveiled the trailer 
for Adarsh Baal Vidyalaya, a seven-ep-
isode comedy-drama premiering on 
July 24. Starring Kay Kay Menon as an 
unconventional school principal, the 
series follows his determined mission 
to transform a struggling Delhi school 
into a top performer after discovering a 
prestigious Cambridge training oppor-
tunity. Packed with humour, heartfelt 
moments and classroom chaos, the 
show explores friendship, resilience 
and community. Directed by Himank 
Gaur, the series also features Archana 
Puran Singh, Naveen Kasturia, Deven 
Bhojani, Abhimanyu Singh, Prachee 
Shah and Prasanna Bisht, promising an 
entertaining underdog story for view-
ers of all ages.

Ram Kapoor’s 
story inspires 

Genelia
Genelia Deshmukh 

reacted emotionally after 
Ram Kapoor revealed he 

was molested at 13 on 
Lock Upp 2. Calling his 

honesty deeply moving, 
she praised his cour-

age, saying his heartfelt 
revelation brought tears 
to her eyes and offered a 

powerful perspective. 

Samantha’s box 
office hit goes 

OTT 
Samantha Ruth Prabhu’s 
blockbuster Maa Inti Ban-
gaaram is set for its OTT 
premiere on July 17. After 
crossing Rs 100 crore at 
the global box office, the 

female-led entertainer 
will begin streaming on 
JioHotstar for audiences 

to enjoy at home.

New Bhojpuri 
reality show 

arrives  
Bhojpuri Bawaal is set to 
premiere on JioHotstar 

on August 2. Hosted 
by Manisha Rani and 

Krushna Abhishek, the 
reality series offers an 

inside look into the per-
sonal and professional 
lives of Bhojpuri enter-

tainment’s biggest stars.
Riteish Deshmukh and 

Genelia Deshmukh.

Ramya Krishnan 
hosts Second Love    

Second Love is now 
streaming on JioHotstar. 
Hosted by Ramya Krish-

nan, the Tamil reality dat-
ing show follows 12 singles 

in their thirties as they 
heal from heartbreak, 

embrace vulnerability and 
explore the possibility of 

finding love again.

Pavithram brings 
back emotional 

drama 
Pavithram Season 2 is 
now streaming on Jio-

Hotstar. The Malayalam 
family drama follows 
Vedha and Vikram as 

they navigate marriage, 
parenthood and growing 
responsibilities, while fac-
ing emotional challenges 
that test their trust, love 

and relationship.
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Film fraternity mourns 
‘Jurassic Park’ icon Sam Neill 

Central Chronicle News

Govinda hopes 
his upcoming film 
inspires youngsters 
to dream without 
fear always.

Veteran actor Govi-
nda is gearing up 
for his return to the 

big screen with Roopa, a 
film he believes marks the 
beginning of a new chap-
ter in his career. Speaking 
at the film’s press confer-
ence, the actor reflected 
on the challenges he has 
faced over the years, 
revealing that he had 
been “written off” by the 
industry several times. 
However, Govinda said he 
always believed destiny 
had bigger plans and that 
every setback motivated 
him to make a stronger 
comeback.

The actor expressed 
hope that Roopa would 
resonate with younger 
audiences, describing it 
as a meaningful film with 
an inspiring message. He 
added that he wants the 
project to encourage chil-
dren and young people 
to dream big and believe 
that success is possible 
despite obstacles.

Govinda also opened 
up about his long-stand-
ing faith in numerology, 
revealing that the number 
14 has played a significant 
role throughout his life. 
According to the actor, he 
signed 14 films in a single 
week at the beginning of 
his career, enjoyed nearly 
14 years of superstardom, 
became a Member of Par-

Central Chronicle News

Veteran New Zea-
land actor Sam 
Neill, best known 

for playing Dr Alan 
Grant in the Juras-
sic Park franchise, has 
passed away at the age of 
78. He died peacefully in 
Sydney, Australia, sur-
rounded by his family. 
His loved ones shared 
that although his pass-
ing was sudden, he had 
remained cancer-free 
following treatment for 
a rare form of blood 
cancer diagnosed in 
2022. Born in Northern 
Ireland in 1947, Neill 
moved to New Zealand 
as a child and eventually 

became one of the coun-
try’s most respected 

actors. Although he ini-
tially pursued law, his 
passion for acting led 
him to theatre before 
making a successful 
transition to films. His 
breakthrough came 
with the 1977 film Sleep-
ing Dogs, which intro-
duced him to interna-

tional audiences. Over 
a career spanning more 
than five decades, Neill 
built an impressive body 
of work across film and 
television. He starred in 
acclaimed productions 
including The Piano, 
The Hunt for Red Octo-
ber, Dead Calm, The 
Omen III, Event Hori-
zon, The Jungle Book 
and Peter Rabbit. How-
ever, it was his unfor-
gettable portrayal of the 
intelligent and fearless 
palaeontologist Dr Alan 
Grant in Steven Spiel-
berg’s Jurassic Park that 
cemented his place in 
cinematic history. 

Govinda was last 
seen in the 2019 
film Rangeela Raja.

After years away, Govinda returns with renewed confidence  
and inspiring optimism ahead. 

HIGHLIGHT

z Hollywood bids 
farewell to an 
actor whose legacy 
transcends generations 
and genres. 
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&Glitters

The Odyssey” will release in 
theatres in India on July 16



T he modern woman 
is embracing a 
future driven by 

confidence, innova-
tion and purpose. In 
2026, trends are no lon-
ger about following the 
crowd they’re about mak-
ing choices that reflect 
individuality, wellness 
and ambition. From fash-
ion to finance, women 
are redefining what suc-
cess truly means.

Wellness Over Per-
fection

Forget unrealis-
tic beauty standards. 
Strength training, better 
sleep, mindful eating and 
stress management are 
becoming everyday pri-
orities. Feeling healthy 
now matters more than 
chasing perfection.

Fashion Gets Personal
Comfort meets 

glamour as contempo-

rary sarees, relaxed tai-
loring and bold colours 
like butter yellow 
and cherry red domi-
nate wardrobes. Per-
sonal style is replacing 
fast-changing fashion 
rules.

Beauty Becomes 
Smarter

Minimal skincare rou-
tines, scalp health and 
personalised products 
are taking centre stage. 
The goal is radiant, 
healthy skin rather than 

heavy makeup.
AI Changes Every-

day Life
Artificial intelligence 

is helping women orga-
nise schedules, create 
content, learn new skills 
and simplify daily tasks. 

Technology is becoming 
a trusted lifestyle com-
panion.

Money Matters More
Women are investing 

confidently, building side 
hustles and creating mul-
tiple income streams. 

Financial independence 
is no longer a dream but 
an essential life goal.

Meaningful Living 
Wins

Digital detox, sustain-
able shopping, quality 
friendships and creative 
hobbies are becoming 
everyday priorities. 
Experiences now hold 
greater value than end-
less consumption.

The biggest trend of 
2026 is authenticity. 
Women are choosing bal-
ance over burnout, con-
fidence over comparison 
and purpose over pres-
sure. They are building 
careers, nurturing rela-
tionships and prioritis-
ing themselves without 
guilt. The future belongs 
to women who embrace 
change, celebrate their 
uniqueness and continue 
learning. 

HIGHLIGHT

z Fashion, finance 
and wellness  
unite to shape every 
woman’s remarkable 
journey ahead.
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DivaDazzle
BEST OF THE REST

Divas on Insta

Akansha Ranjan Kapoor embraced time-
less bridal elegance in a custom Arpita 
Mehta sari during her wedding cele-
brations, blending heritage with mod-
ern sophistication. Inspired by pressed 
flowers, the bespoke red ensemble fea-
tured delicate floral prints, vintage dull-
gold embroidery, Falisa work and the 
designer’s signature mirror embellish-
ments. A finely woven Banarasi drape 
added a rich traditional touch, beautifully 
balancing contemporary design with clas-
sic Indian craftsmanship. Styled by Ami 
Patel, Akansha completed the look with 
regal kundan jewellery, emerald accents, 
a maang tikka, layered necklaces and 
ornate bangles, creating a graceful bridal 
statement that perfectly reflects the evolv-
ing charm of modern Indian couture.

Monsoon humidity can make hair look dull 
and frizzy, but choosing the right hair colour 
can help keep it looking fresh and shiny. This 
season, glossy shades like chocolate brown, 
espresso, mocha, caramel balayage, rich cop-
per and mahogany are trending for their natural 
shine and low maintenance. These colours add 
depth and make hair appear healthier even in 
humid weather. To keep your colour vibrant, use 
sulphate-free shampoos, deep-conditioning masks 
and regular salon gloss treatments. With the right shade and 
proper care, you can enjoy smooth, glossy and beautiful hair through-
out the rainy season without worrying about fading or frizz.

Celebs

Akansha  
Ranjan’s dreamy 
modern bridal look

Wellness  

Trending hair colours 
for rainy season

Viral Cleaning hack

Make your perfume  
last longer
Want your favourite perfume to stay 
longer? Dab a little petroleum jelly 
on your pulse points before spraying 
fragrance. The moisturised skin helps 
hold the scent, keeping you smelling 
fresh throughout the day.

Viral Beauty hack

Give your hair a natural 
nourishment boost
Mix kitchen staples into a nourishing 
DIY hair mask! Soak fenugreek seeds 
overnight, grind into a smooth paste, 
and blend with mustard oil. Massage 
into your scalp, leave for 45 minutes, 
and then rinse with a mild shampoo 
for softer, healthier-looking hair.

Priyanka Chopra is inspiring conver-
sations beyond the world of enter-
tainment by challenging outdated 
gender stereotypes. Speaking at 
Cannes Lions, the global star said 
that cleaning and cooking are not 
“women’s work” but essential life 
skills every adult should know. Her 
message encourages equality, shared 
responsibilities and mutual respect 

within families. Priyanka also high-
lighted how today’s digital world 
has created endless opportunities 
for aspiring creators to chase their 
dreams. Her words remind us that 
true progress begins by questioning 
old beliefs, embracing fairness and 
empowering everyone regardless of 
gender to contribute equally at home, 
work and in life.

The Inspirors
Priyanka Chopra inspires  

a new way of thinking

Achiever

Emmy nod  
for Priyanka’s  
‘Heads of State’
Priyanka Chopra continues her global 
success story as Heads of State has 
earned a nomination for Outstanding 
Television Movie at the 78th Prime-
time Emmy Awards. Co-starring John 
Cena and Idris Elba, the action-com-
edy follows world leaders caught in a 
high-stakes conspiracy, with Priyanka 
delivering a standout performance as 
MI6 agent Noel Bisset. The film has 
been praised for its thrilling action, 
humour and strong performances, 
with Priyanka’s role receiving partic-
ular acclaim for breaking stereotypes. 
The Emmy recognition adds another 
milestone to her international career 
as she also gears up for her Indian 
cinema comeback in SS Rajamouli’s 
Varanasi.

|  FASHION | 

Jewellery trends to elevate  
every outfit with style

Central Chronicle News

J ewellery is no longer reserved 
for weddings, celebrations, 
or festive occasions. Modern 

fashion lovers are embracing 
pieces that reflect their person-
ality while fitting seamlessly into 
their everyday wardrobe. The 
latest jewellery trends focus on 
individuality, versatility, and 
timeless elegance, making acces-
sories an extension of personal 
style rather than just decorative 
additions. One of the biggest 
trends is sculptural jewellery. 
Bold cuffs, artistic silhouettes, 
and textured ring stacks are 
replacing conventional designs. 
Layering rings with different 
shapes and finishes creates a 
unique look, while mixing gold, 
silver, and rose gold has become 
a stylish way to add depth and 

character. Coloured gemstones 
are also making a strong come-
back. While diamonds remain a 
classic choice, vibrant emeralds, 
sapphires, rubies, and soft pastel 
stones are adding freshness to 
fine jewellery collections. These 
colourful accents allow wearers 
to express their individuality 
with pieces that feel both mod-
ern and meaningful. Another 
growing trend is multifunctional 

jewellery. Necklaces that trans-
form into bracelets, detach-
able earrings, and convertible 
designs offer flexibility for dif-
ferent occasions. These versatile 
creations make it easy to transi-
tion from work meetings to eve-
ning celebrations without chang-
ing your entire look. Minimalism 
continues to dominate, but with 
a refined twist. Instead of exces-
sive sparkle, people are choosing 

thoughtfully crafted pieces that 
can be worn every day. Delicate 
chains, elegant hoops, and sleek 
bracelets effortlessly comple-
ment both casual and formal 
outfits. Ultimately, the future 
of jewellery is about creating a 
collection that tells your story. 
Rather than saving precious 
pieces for special occasions, 
today’s trend encourages wear-
ing jewellery that moves with 
your lifestyle, captures cher-
ished memories, and becomes 
part of your daily identity. 

“I grew up listening to Janaki Amma’s songs 
on the radio and television with complete 

fascination. As a little girl, I actually believed she 
lived inside the radio. I would hold it close to my 
ears and even look inside it, hoping to find the 

magical voice that had captured my heart.”
Anuradha Bhat 

Playback singer Bella

THE BEAUTIFUL ME

The future is  
eccentrically female

Bold decisions and smarter lifestyles are empowering women 
to thrive beyond expectations.

The future shines through fearless women.

These jewellery trends are worth keeping 
an eye on.

HIGHLIGHT 
Refresh your accessory 
collection with jewellery 
trends everyone will love this 
season.

Actor Shamita Shetty recently opened up about 
her struggle with endometriosis, revealing how 
years of severe pain and delayed diagnosis left 
her feeling depressed. Endometriosis is a chronic 
condition in which tissue similar to the lining 
of the uterus grows outside the uterus, caus-
ing inflammation, scarring and persistent pain. 
Common symptoms include intense menstrual 
cramps, chronic pelvic pain, heavy bleeding, 
pain during intercourse, fatigue and, in some 
cases, infertility. Since these symptoms are often 
mistaken for normal period discomfort, many 
women remain undiagnosed for years.

Applying ice to an 
inflamed pimple can 
temporarily reduce 
redness, swelling and 
discomfort, making 
the blemish appear 
less noticeable for 
a short time. How-
ever, ice is not a cure 
for acne and won’t 
make pimples dis-
appear overnight. 
Acne develops due 
to clogged pores, 

excess oil, bacteria 
and inflammation, 
which require proper 
treatment rather than 
a quick fix. If you 
choose to use ice, 
wrap it in a clean 
cloth and apply it for 
a few minutes at a 
time to avoid irri-
tating the skin. For 
clearer skin long term 
but follow consis-
tency.

Myth or Truth:  Does applying ice 
shrink pimples instantly?

Shamita Shetty raises 
Endometriosis awareness
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Sindhu controlled the 
proceedings from the 
outset, dictating the 
pace of the rallies to 
open up a 7-4 lead.  

TOKYO: Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy’s recurring 
shoulder problem forced 
him and Chirag Shetty to 
retire from their Japan 
Open opener even as P 
V Sindhu eased into the 
women’s singles second 
round with a straight-
game win over Malaysia’s 
Wong Ling Ching here on 
Tuesday.

The world No.4 Indian 
pair, who ended a two-
year title drought by win-
ning the Singapore Open 
but had to withdraw 
from Indonesia Open 
last month, retired after 
losing the opening game 
19-21 to Denmark’s Dan-
iel Lundgaard and Mads 
Vestergaard.

Chief doubles coach 
Tan Kim Her said the 
Indian duo will be skip-
ping the China Open 
next week and focus on 
rehabilitation to get back 
to shape for the home 
World Championships in 
August.

“It still needs some 
time to recover. We have 
at least four weeks to get 
back in shape ahead of 
World Championships,” 

Tan told PTI.
Two-time Olym-

pic-medallist Sindhu, 
who is currently world 
no. 10, produced a com-
pact performance to 
notch up a 21-14 21-11 win 
over 37th-ranked Wong 
Ling Ching of Malaysia in 
the opening round of the 
BWF Super 750 event.

India’s Dhruv Kapila 
and Tanisha Crasto too 
advanced to the second 
round after defeating 
Scotland’s Alexander 
Dunn and Julie Macpher-

son 21-16, 21-14 in their 
mixed doubles opener.

However, Rohan 
Kapoor and Ruthvika 
Shivani Gadde bowed 
out in the opening round 
after losing 11-21, 10-21 to 
top seeds Feng Yan Zhe 
and Huang Dong Ping of 
China.

Sindhu controlled 
the proceedings from 
the outset, dictating the 
pace of the rallies to open 
up a 7-4 lead. Although 
Wong attempted to stay 
in touch, her unforced 

errors allowed the Indian 
to steadily pull away and 
take an 11-6 advantage at 
the mid-game interval.

The Indian ace looked 
comfortable in the rallies, 
mixing up her strokes 
effectively to extend her 
lead to 14-9. Her back-
hand net dribbles, deft 
drops and well-disguised 
half-smashes came off 
with precision.

While there were stray 
errors, including a long 
toss and a wide cross-
court net shot from the 

Indian, Wong failed to 
make the most of those 
opportunities.

A straight smash 
earned Sindhu seven 
game points, and she 
wrapped up the open-
ing game in the second 
attempt.

Sindhu resumed in 
similar fashion after the 
change of ends, racing 
to an 8-2 lead before tak-
ing an 11-3 cushion at the 
interval.

The gap only widened 
thereafter as Wong con-
tinued to struggle with 
her accuracy, allowing 
Sindhu to surge to a 
16-5 lead. The Malaysian 
briefly strung together 
three points before 
another error handed 
the initiative back to the 
Indian. A smash into 
the net from Wong gave 
Sindhu 10 match points. 
The Indian squandered 
the first with a long 
return before Wong 
found the net on the next 
point to hand Sindhu 
a comfortable straight-
game victory.

NEW DELH: Indian table tennis 
reached a milestone on Tuesday as 
three doubles pairs across the men’s, 
women’s, and mixed doubles entered 
the top 10 of the latest ITTF World 
Rankings.

Leading the charge are Manav Thak-
kar and Manush Shah, who climbed 
to World No. 2 in the men’s doubles 
rankings — the highest-ever ranking 
achieved by an Indian pair in any dou-
bles discipline.

In women’s doubles, Diya Chitale 
and Yashaswini Ghorpade broke into 
the top 10 by reaching World No. 10, 
while Diya Chitale and Shah rose to 
World No. 5 in the mixed doubles rank-
ings. It is the first time that India have 
had three doubles pairs — one each in 
men’s, women’s and mixed doubles — 
simultaneously ranked inside the top 
10. The achievement highlights India’s 

growing stature as one of the stron-
gest doubles-playing nations with the 
country’s partnerships consistently 
challenging traditional powerhouses 
such as China, Japan, South Korea and 
Chinese Taipei. The milestone also 
comes at a significant juncture for the 
sport, with doubles set to return to the 
Olympic programme at the Los Ange-
les 2028 Games, increasing the impor-
tance of the event on the international 
circuit. PTI

By Hardik Sharma

LONDON: Tons of patience 
mixed with the right 
amount of aggression was 
the key to Indian wom-
en’s cricket team’s epic 
Test win over England, 
said chief coach Amol 
Muzumdar as he lauded 
centurion Yastika Bhatia 
for her “special knock” 
and pacer Kranti Gaud 
for her “controlled line 
and length.”

“Yeah, you can say 
that (it was a perfect 
game). We batted well, 
we bowled extremely 
well and we fielded even 
better, it was a good game 
for us,” Muzumdar said 
during the press-confer-
ence.

“I wouldn’t be able 
to pinpoint one partic-
ular thing ... I think we 
were disciplined in our 
approach towards our 
batting. And disciplined 

in our bowling as well, 
sticking to the basics of 
cricket.

“While bowling, as 
I said, good line and 

length, controlled line 
and length. Aggression 
mixed with patience. So I 
think that was a key fac-
tor for this win.”

“I think it was a spe-
cial knock. Needless to 
say that coming at Lord’s 
has to be a brilliant one. 
One which she and all 
the team members would 
remember,” Muzumdar 
said.

“Not just that, I was 
really impressed with the 

way she has come out of 
the injuries. Last couple 
of years, she has been 
tormented with some 
major injuries.

“And the way she has 
defied all those things 
and stayed true to the 
game. Also, her shot 
selection was superb, I 
felt. And she paced her 
innings really well. So 
I guess it was a lovely 
knock to watch from out-
side.”

Vani hungry for 
success as she 
faces a strong 
field in WPGT
KOLAR: Vani Kapoor 
headlines another strong 
domestic field at the 10th 
Leg of the Hero Wom-
en’s Pro Golf Tour that 
begins at the Zion Hills 
Golf County here on 
Wednesday. Vani, who 
staged a fine final round 
rally to win the ninth leg 
last week for her first 
success in 2026, tees off 
with the hugely talented 
Mannat Brar and ama-
teur Tanishka Prithvi in 
the opening round. Vani 
will once again face a stiff 
challenge from the likes of 
three-time winner in 2026 
Ridhima Dilawari, Aman-
deep Drall, seasoned 
Tvesa Malik and Saanvi 
Somu, who has been gain-
ing experience by playing 
on the Ladies Access Tour 
in Europe. Sneha Singh, 
a former Hero Order of 
Merit winner, has been 
struggling of late and will 
look at getting back to her 
old form and rhythm.

| INDIA’S EPIC TEST  |

Aggression mixed with patience was key to  win: Muzumdar

Press Trust Of India

In the men’s freestyle 
category, Haryana and 
SSCB athletes shared 
the major honours 
alongside strong 
performances from 
Punjab. 

ROHTAK: Hosts Haryana 
stamped their authority 
by sweeping the overall 
team titles in men’s free-
style, Greco-Roman and 
women’s wrestling at the 
U-23 National Wrestling 
Championships here on 
Tuesday.

The host state topped 
the men’s freestyle divi-
sion with 200 points, 
the Greco-Roman cate-
gory with 195 points, and 
the women’s wrestling 
field with 183 points at 
the three-day domestic 
event.

Services Sports Con-
trol Board (SSCB) finished 
runners-up in both men’s 
freestyle (138 points) 
and Greco-Roman (165 
points), while Maharash-
tra claimed the second 
spot in the women’s 
wrestling team standings 
with 160 points.

In the 74kg weight cat-
egory, Narender of SSCB 
bagged the gold medal 
after defeating Himachal 

Pradesh’s Naveen, while 
Rishab Jakhar of Pun-
jab and Yash of Haryana 
completed the podium 
with bronze medals.

The 79kg title went 
to Haryana’s Paras, who 
overcame a tough chal-
lenge from SSCB’s Yash, 
while Priyanshu of Delhi 
and Vishal Kumar of Pun-
jab locked in the bronze 
medals.

Sahil Dalal asserted 

SSCB’s strength in the 
86kg class by winning 
the gold medal over 
Haryana’s Himanshu 
Antil, with Sumit Tha-
kur of Himachal Pradesh 
and Anuj Tomar of Uttar 
Pradesh securing the 
bronze medals. In the 
heavyweight 125kg divi-
sion, Jaspooran Singh of 
Punjab wrestled his way 
to a gold medal finish 
against Uttar Pradesh’s 
Lakshay Kumar, while 
Rohit of Haryana and 
Rishabh Singh of Rajas-
than signed off with the 
bronze medals.

|  U - 2 3  N A T I O N A L  |
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Sports
Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

HIGHLIGHT

z The competition in 
Women’s Wrestling 
saw a stellar display of 
technical superiority 
from the host state, 
alongside Maharashtra.

HIGHLIGHT

z The Malaysian briefly 
strung together three 
points before another 
error handed the 
initiative back to the 
Indian.

Lord’s success strengthens 
case for more women’s 

red-ball cricket. 
Shantha Rangaswamy   
Former India captain
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Y O U T H  H O C K E Y 5 S

HI announces squads for  Asian 
Championship in Muscat

NEW DELHI:  Hockey India on Tues-
day announced the Indian sub-junior 
men’s and women’s squads for the 
inaugural Youth Hockey5s Asian 
Championship to be held in Muscat 
from July 20 to 25.

The Championship carries added 
significance as it serves as the official 
Asian qualifier for the inaugural FIH 
U18 Youth Hockey5s World Cup.

The tournament will feature Asia’s 
brightest emerging hockey talent, 
with seven teams each competing in 
both the categories.

The men’s competition will feature 
hosts Oman, India, Pakistan, Iran, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Bangladesh.

While the women’s competition 
will see India, Pakistan, Oman, China, 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Iran 
in action. The Indian squads were 
selected from a group of 15 players 
each in the two national camps cur-
rently going on in Bhopal (women) 
and Chandigarh (men). The women’s 

squad of 10 players includes goalkeep-
ers Khili Kumari and Mahak Parihar. 
The defensive responsibilities will 
be shouldered by Nilam Topno and 
Kiran Ekka, while Diya, Pushpa Man-
jhi and Shruti Kumari form the mid-
field unit. The forward line comprises 
Nousheen Naz, Sandeepa Kumari and 
Sweety Kujur, who will captain the 
team. The men’s squad comprises 
goalkeepers Sawan Kumar and Ayush 
Rajak, with Karan Gautam and Ashish 
Tani Purti as the two defenders. PTI

Haryana sweeps team titles 
at Wrestling Championship

Sindhu sails into Japan 
Open second round

Two-time Olympic-medallist Sindhu produced a compact performance to 
notch up a 21-14 21-11 win over 37th-ranked Wong Ling Ching of Malaysia.

PROVIDENCE, (GUYANA):  Left-arm 
spinner Jayden Lennox took 5-19 as 
West Indies collapsed from 63-0 to be 
all out for 138 and New Zealand went 
on to win the second one-day cricket 
international by five wickets.

New Zealand faced a difficult chase 
on a sharply turning pitch and was 
96-5 before Tom Latham made 37 in 
an unbroken partnership with Mark 
Bracewell to guide New Zealand to 
its target with 104 balls remaining on 
Monday. New Zealand’s 400th win in 
one-day internationals leveled the five-
match series at 1-1 after West Indies 
won the first match by seven wickets.

Lennox claimed his first five-wicket 
total in his seventh one-day interna-
tional after a belated international 
debut at 31 and his figures from eight 
overs were the third-best by a New 
Zealand spinner in ODIs. He set in 

motion a collapse which saw the West 
Indies lose all 10 wickets for 65 runs 
after a solid opening stand between 
John Campbell (43) and Akeem August 
(18). Lennox shared with Mitchell Sant-
ner the key wickets of Keacy Carty 
who made 95 and captain Shai Hope 
who made an unbeaten 87 in a part-
nership of 131-runs in the first match 
on Saturday. Santner bowled Carty for 
18 with a ball which pitched on mid-
dle and turned sharply to beat the bat 
while Lennox bowled Hope for 7 with 
a ball that pitched on middle and leg 
and straightened past the inside edge.

Amir Jangoo’s 24 was the only other 
major contribution for West Indies 
which lost its last five wickets in 10 
overs. Henry Nicholls (17) and Will 
Young (28) gave New Zealand a brisk 
start, putting on 35 for the first wicket 
at almost five runs per over. PTI

THE 2ND ODI

New Zealand beats West Indies by 5 wickets 
to level the series 1-1

ITTF WORLD RANKINGS

PREMIER LEAGUE

LONDON:   New Chelsea boss Xabi 
Alonso says he’s spoken to midfielder 
Enzo Fernandez, whose future with the 
club has been in doubt for months.

Alonso signed on as the coach in May, 
took charge on July 1, and had his first 
press conference at Stamford Bridge 
on Monday. Fernandez was handed an 
internal two-game suspension in April 
for saying in a podcast he would like to 
live in Madrid, amid speculation about 
a move to Real Madrid. Real Madrid 
denied this month holding an interest 
in signing Fernandez. Asked if he would 
like Fernandez to remain at Stamford 
Bridge, Alonso said, “Yes.” “We have 
spoken,” Alonso added. ”But as you 
can understand, what we have spoken 
about remains private.” Chelsea finished 
10th in the Premier League last season, 
falling from fourth in the previous sea-
son. Alonso said qualifying for Europe 

was one of his targets. “For sure that’s a 
goal,” the former Bayer Leverkusen and 
Real Madrid coach said. “But to reach 
that goal you need to do many right 
things and to be part of that process, 
how do we want to play, how we want to 
see ourselves, how we want to approach 
a game wherever we go. “That’s my job. 
That’s why I am really looking forward 
to having the whole squad. We are ambi-
tious and we in Chelsea need to share 
that energy, that ambition, as well as 
that hunger to want to have success.” PTI

Manav-Manush combine climbs to 
world No. 2; three Indian in top-10

Xabi Alonso moves fast at Chelsea, holding 
private talks with Enzo Fernandez

Greco Roman 77 kg, Tushar (Haryana), Atul Lohan (Punjab), Badal Chauhan 
(Uttar Pradesh) & Lakshit Soni (Rajasthan). |  Photo PTI
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The NSG Act caps 
the EC strength 
at 15 with at least 
two SOM and four 
women members. 

NEW DELHI: The Sports 
Ministry has granted 
conditional recognition 
to the interim body of 
the Judo Federation of 
India ( JFI), which was 
elected last month fol-
lowing a Delhi High 
Court order, warning 
that “irregularities” in 
compliance with judicial 
directions would lead to 
its suspension.

The JFI was governed 
by a court-appointed 
administrator since 
2022, but in a ruling in 
February this year, the 
Delhi HC asked the body 
to conduct an Annual 
General Meeting and 
align itself with the pro-
visions of the National 
Sports Governance Act 
that came into effect 
earlier this year.

As a result, the body 
elected an interim Exec-
utive Committee, which 
is led by veteran sports 
administrator Mukesh 
Kumar with Banee 
Brata Das as Secretary 
General and Shailesh 
Tilak as Treasurer. “...
it has been decided to 

grant recognition to the 
Executive Committee 
of the Judo Federation 
of India (Interim body) 
with immediate effect,” 
the ministry notification 
stated.

“The above govern-
ment recognition is sub-
ject to the outcome of 
the ongoing court cases 
concerning elections 
to the EC of JFI pend-
ing in the Hon’ble High 
Court of Delhi/other 
Hon’ble High Courts...,” 
it added. The Ministry 
said failure to ensure 
strict adherence of High 
Court directions would 
lead to revocation of the 
recognition.

“In the event of any 
default and/or any gross 
irregularities on the 
part of interim body, 
the present conditional 
grant of recognition may 
be suspended/revoked.”

The Ministry has 
asked JFI to conduct 
elections of Final EC as 
directed by the court.

“The interim body, 
JFI shall mandatorily 
amend its constitution 
to make it in conso-
nance with the National 
Sports Governance Act, 
2025 and rules framed 
there under within 
timelines stipulated in 
the Hon’ble High Court 
of Delhi’s Order dated 
12.02.2026,” the Min-

istry added. It has also 
sought monthly reports 
from the JFI on the sta-
tus of compliance with 
High Court directions.

“The interim body, 
JFI shall submit monthly 
report to this Ministry 
concerning progress 
achieved in furtherance 
of compliance of direc-
tions of the Hon’ble 
High Court of Delhi.

“The interim body, 
JFI shall at all times 
align its operations with 
the principles of trans-
parency and account-
ability,” it said.

Besides the top three 
officials, the JFI also 
elected four vice pres-
idents and four joint 
secretaries in the June 
elections. A notable 
office-bearer is former 
tennis player Manisha 
Malhotra, who has also 
been involved in sports 
management.
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Sports Ministry grants 
conditional recognition to Judo 
Federation’s interim body

FASTFACTS

z The EC will have a 
maximum of a four-
year term and a person 
may continuously hold 
the position of either 
the President or the 
Secretary General or 
the Treasurer for upto 
three consecutive 
terms separately, or in 
combination.

By Kushan Sarkar

The Indian team’s 
fielding during the T20 
games of the ongoing 
UK tour was atrocious 
to say the least.

NEW DELHI: India’s assis-
tant coach Ryan ten 
Doeschate has expressed 
his intentions to be 
relieved off his duties 
even though the BCCI 
is keen on keeping him 
instead of T Dilip, whose 
performance has been 
below par over the past 
one year.

While ten Doeschate 
hasn’t been released yet, 
the former Netherlands 
skipper wants to return 
to the IPL and has even 
had fruitful discussions 
with one franchise.

It is understood that 
when ten Doeschate 
came on board following 
strong recommendation 
from head coach Gautam 

Gambhir (he had worked 
with him at KKR), he was 
promised the job of a 
specialist fielding coach 
but two years down the 
line, the issue hasn’t 
been sorted.

“You have (Sitan-
shu) Kotak as the bat-
ting coach and there’s 
Gauti (Gambhir) himself 
to look after the bat-
ters. Morne (Morkel) is 
in charge of pacers and 
Sairaj (Bahutule) looks 
after the spinners. When 
Tendo (his nickname) 

was brought on board, 
he was promised field-
ing coach’s job,” a senior 
BCCI source privy told 
PTI on conditions of 
anonymity. “Dilip was 
supposed to be removed 
along with Abhishek 
Nayar (assistant coach), 
Soham Desai (S&C 
coach) and Arun Kanade 
(masseur) after the 2025 
Champions Trophy.

“However for Dilip, 
a strong recommen-
dation came from a 
senior player and Dilip 
got a one year exten-
sion and Tendo actually 
didn’t have any specific 
domain role. He is a fan-
tastic coach, who hasn’t 
been used because Dilip 
is there,” the senior 
source added. It will 
now depend on whether 
head coach Gambhir can 
convince ten Doeschate 
to stay back as Dilip 
wasn’t exactly his choice 
for a fielding coach.

Ryan ten Doeschate wants to 
be relieved from India duties

| WITH NO CLARITY OVER ROLE FOR TWO YEARS |

By Philem Dipak Singh

NEW DELHI: Factional 
feud erupted in Delhi Soc-
cer Association (DSA) as 
majority of its members 
constituted a three-mem-
ber ad hoc committee to 
run the day-to-day affairs 
of the organisation and 

hold elections in August. 
The two decisions were 
taken in an Extraordinary 
General Body Meeting 
(EGBM) bypassing pres-
ident Anuj Gupta. The 
EGBM held here on Sun-
day fixed August 30 as 
the date for the DSA elec-
tions DSA. It authorised 

the ad-hoc panel to take 
charge of DSA with imme-
diate effect till an elected 
executive committee 
assumes office. 

Gupta, on his part, 
termed the move as 
“illegal”, claiming that 
“people who are not 
even members are try-

ing to take over DSA”. 
The EGBM appointed 
Young Boys FC President 
Bharat Singh Mehra as 
head of the ad hoc com-
mittee with Collegian FC 
President Susanta Deb 
and Ajmal FC President 
Liaquat Ali as the other 
members.

| B Y P A S S I N G  P R E S I D E N T |

DSA majority members constitute 
ad hoc panel to conduct polls

Manchester United 
lands Wales 
goalkeeper 
Darlow on a deal
MANCHESTER:    Manches-
ter United signed veteran 
goalkeeper Karl Darlow on 
Tuesday. United said the 
35-year-old Wales inter-
national signed a contract 
until June 2028, with the 
option for another year.

Darlow was Leeds’ 
starting goalkeeper last 
season. He became a free 
agent after his contract 
expired.

“I am extremely proud 
to sign for Manchester 
United. I’m joining an 
excellent group of goal-
keepers and I’m really 
looking forward to all 
pushing each other to 
ensure that we maintain 
the highest standards, 
which this club demands,” 
Darlow said. “This is a 
really special opportunity; 
everyone can see what an 
exciting time it is for the 
club and I cannot wait to 
play my part in support-
ing my teammates and 
helping to drive the group 
forwards.”

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a major 
step toward promoting 
clean sports and raising 
awareness, the Chhattis-
garh State Cricket Sangh 
(CSCS) organized a com-
prehensive Anti-Doping 
seminar today at the 
Hotel Marriott in Raipur.

The seminar was 
specifically designed to 
educate cricket players 
and support staff across 
various categories about 
the stringent anti-doping 
guidelines and the impor-
tance of maintaining 
integrity in sports.

The session was led 
by Dr. Neha Singh from 
the National Anti-Dop-
ing Agency (NADA), who 
provided the attendees 
with an in-depth under-
standing of the current 

anti-doping landscape.
During her address, 

Dr. Singh focused on 
several critical areas like 
understanding NADA 
Rules: A detailed break-
down of NADA’s latest 
anti-doping regulations 
to ensure strict compli-
ance.

Doping Prevention & 
Precautions: Practical 
advice on how players 
can protect themselves 
from accidental doping, 
including the crucial pre-

cautions to take before 
consuming any sub-
stance.

Identifying Banned 
Substances: Guidance on 
how to access verified 
resources and databases 
to check for prohibited 
medicines, supplements, 
and food items.

“Education is the first 
line of defense against 
doping. Ensuring our 
athletes and their sup-
port networks are fully 
aware of what they put 

into their bodies is vital 
for their careers and the 
spirit of the game.”

The event saw an 
impressive turnout, 
reflecting CSCS’s com-
mitment to clean cricket. 
Around 200 participants 
attended the seminar, 
including:

Male and female play-
ers representing various 
age groups and state cat-
egories. Coaches, physio-
therapists, trainers, and 
other vital support staff.

| COMPREHENSIVE SEMINAR | 

CSCS partners with NADA for Anti-Doping Seminar
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The scaled-down 
Commonwealth 
Games begins on July 
23, nearly two months 
before the Asian 
Games.

NEW DELHI:   India’s top 
400m runners believe 
the upcoming Common-
wealth Games in Glasgow 
will offer sterner com-
petition than the Asian 
Games later this year, 
making it an ideal prov-
ing ground ahead of the 
continental showpiece.

The scaled-down 
Commonwealth Games 
begins on July 23, nearly 
two months before the 
Asian Games, and India 
will field a 32-member 
athletics squad.

Vishal Thennarasu 
Kayalvizhi, who will 
be competing in the 
men’s 400m and mixed 
4x400m relay at the 
CWG, said the quality 
of competition in Glas-
gow, particularly with 
athletes from Australia 
and England in the fray, 
would push Indian run-
ners to raise their stan-
dards.

“ C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games is hard, it’s tough 

if we don’t work. I won’t 
say it’s impossible, I 
will say it is possible 

(to win a medal) if we 
work out well. Noth-
ing is easy, whether it 

is Asian Games or Com-
monwealth Games since 
these are big competi-
tions.

“It is an ocean out 
there and I need a chance 
to prove myself so I will 
take it as an opportu-
nity and then try to push 
hard there,” Vishal told 
SAI Media before leav-
ing for a government-
sponsored international 
training camp in Spala, 
Poland. The 22-year-old 
is part of a 60-member 
contingent, including 41 
athletes and 19 coaches 
plus support staff, travel-
ling to Poland.

Vishal said his imme-
diate target in Glasgow 
would be to improve on 
his personal best timings 
in both events.

The Target Olympic 
Podium Scheme (TOPS)-
backed athlete created a 
national record of 44.98 
seconds in 400m during 
the Federation Cup in 
Ranchi last month and 

clocked a personal best 
of 03:00.32s in 4x400m 
men’s relay at the World 
Relays in Gaborone, 
Botswana in May.

His personal best in 
4x400m mixed relay is 
03:14.81s clocked at the 
World Relays in China 
last year. Vishal said that 
he will target a personal 
best in both his races 
at the Commonwealth 
Games.

Another national 
camper, Jay Kumar, 
agreed that Glasgow 
would be the tougher 
assignment, even though 
the Asian Games remain 
his primary target this 
season.

“My target for this 
year is Asian Games. So, 
Inter-State and Federa-
tion Cup were significant 
and I did well there.

“I am going for a 
45-day training camp in 
Spala, Poland and will 
see how I fare after that. 
Earning a medal at both 
CWG and Asian Games is 
a bit tough,” Kumar said.

“If we see overall, 
CWG is tougher as the 
timings in 400m races 
go around 43-45 sec-
onds but in Asian Games 
it is above 45 seconds 
in recent years,’ Kumar 
added.

‘Winning a medal in CWG will 
be harder than Asian Games’
India’s top 400m runners believe the upcoming Games will offer sterner competition.

FASTFACTS

z The 22-year-old is 
part of a 60-member 
contingent, including 
41 athletes and 19 
coaches plus support 
staff, travelling to 
Poland.
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World
The US would take control 
of the strait of Hormuz and 

charge a toll to ships for safe 
passage.

Donald Trump  
US President
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Sydney: The United Nations refugee 
agency is investigating reports that two 
boats carrying members of Myanmar’s 
persecuted Rohingya minority have 
capsized in the Bay of Bengal.
The UN High Commissioner for Refu-
gees said in a statement Tuesday that 
the boats reportedly departed Myan-
mar’s western state of Rakhine in late 
June before sinking. “We are deeply 
concerned by the potential loss of 
life and are working to verify further 
details,” the UNHCR said.
The agency declined to release addi-
tional details, including how many 
Rohingya were believed to be on 
board or the approximate location 
where the boats sank. Around 1.2 mil-
lion stateless, predominantly Muslim 
Rohingya remain trapped in squalid, 
overcrowded refugee camps in Bangla-
desh after fleeing waves of violence by 
Myanmar’s security forces.
The refugees have no way to safely 
return to Myanmar, where the mili-
tary that killed thousands of Rohingya 
in 2017 during what the United States 
declared a genocide remains in charge 
of their homeland.

ROHINGYA MISSING BOATS

UN agency investigating 
reports of 2 boats capsizing 
with Rohingya refugees

BANGLA HASINA

Bangladesh ‘welcomes’ 
Hasina’s announcement  
to return home
Dhaka: Bangladesh Government on Tues-
day said it “welcomes” deposed prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina’s plans to return 
home, adding that she must face justice 
as a death penalty convict. The comments 
came amid reports of Hasina’s possible 
return to Bangladesh by the end of this 
year. Hasina, the 78-year-old daughter of 
Bangladesh’s founder Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, was toppled in a violent student-led 
street protest on August 5, 2024.  She has 
been living in India since she fled Dhaka 
following the collapse of her government. 
“We welcome her announcement as we 
want to ensure justice,” prime minis-
ter’s adviser for information and strategy 
Zahed Ur Rahman said at a media briefing 
on Tuesday. Rahman said the “people of 
the country want her death penalty to be 
upheld for the crimes she committed, and 
in that case her capital punishment will be 
executed as the people want to see that”. 
“Let her bring the best lawyers in the 
world,” Zahed was quoted as saying by the 
Daily Star. He said that the proceedings at 
the International Crimes Tribunal (Bangla-
desh) (ICT-BD) would remain transparent 
and could be monitored by observers and 
broadcast through video coverage. 

Press Trust Of India

DUBAI: The US launched 
strikes on Iran early Tues-
day, hours after President 
Donald Trump vowed to 
reinstate an American 
blockade of Iranian ports 
and charge ships for safe 
passage through the Strait 
of Hormuz. Iran responded 
with attacks on Middle 
East allies of the US.

The actions leave in 
tatters an interim deal 
meant to pause the fight-
ing, reopen a waterway 
that is a crucial passage 
for the world’s energy 
supplies, and give negotia-
tors time to hammer out a 
permanent end to the war. 
Instead, fighting has once 

again engulfed the region 
and threatened the global 
economy. Unless a dip-
lomatic solution is found 
quickly, it could intensify 
into all-out war.

The focus of the conflict 
now is the strait, through 
which a fifth of all traded 
crude oil and natural gas 
passed in peacetime. Iran 
effectively shut the pas-
sage during the war by 
attacking and threaten-
ing ships -- a tactic that 
proved its greatest strate-
gic advantage since it sent 
the price of oil, fertiliser 
and other goods soaring at 
a time when world leaders 
were already struggling 
to address a rising cost of 
living. The interim deal 

was supposed to reopen 
the waterway, but Iran has 
attacked some ships mov-
ing through the strait.

The US has now threat-
ened to reopen the strait 
by force -- but experts say 

that will require a much 
bigger armada if not tens 
of thousands of American 
troops on Iranian soil. It’s 
possible Trump will back 
down, as he has previously. 
The US military’s Central 
Command said it struck 
several areas in Iran, tar-
geting “coastal defence 
systems, missile and drone 
sites and maritime capabil-
ities.” Iran acknowledged 
the strikes, but provided 
no immediate casualty 
or damage assessments. 
“These strikes will con-
tinue imposing a heavy 
cost on Iranian forces and 
degrade their ability to 
attack innocent civilians 
and commercial shipping 
in the Strait of Hormuz,” 

the US military said.
Moments after the mil-

itary announced the new 
strikes, Trump called it 
“another major attack” 
and said the US was “put-
ting the blockade back.” 
Iran responded with 
attacks targeting Bahrain, 
Jordan and three tankers 
that travelled through the 
strait.

Two of the ships were 
associated with the United 
Arab Emirates and were 
set ablaze for a time. The 
Emirati Defence Ministry 
said the attack on the tank-
ers Mombasa and Al Bahi-
yah killed one mariner and 
wounded eight others. The 
Emirates threatened to 
retaliate.

US attacks Iran; Tehran 
retaliates across Middle East

The US launched airstrikes against Iranian military targets after President  
Trump vowed to reinstate a maritime blockade on Iranian ports.

HIGHLIGHT

z Iran retaliated by 
attacking regional US 
allies (Bahrain and 
Jordan) and striking 
three commercial 
shipping tankers.

zThe sudden escalation 
has shattered a 60-
day interim peace 
agreement, raising 
the threat of all-out 
regional war.

Press Trust Of India

Ukraine intercepted 
five Russian ballistic 
missiles over Kyiv, 
though some infra-
structure was still 
damaged.

KYIV: Ukrainian air 
defences intercepted five 
ballistic missiles launched 
by Russia in a raft of over-
night attacks, Ukraine’s 
air force said Tuesday, 
though other missiles and 
drones got through and 
hit the capital Kyiv.

It was the first time 
in almost two weeks 
that Ukraine claimed to 
have downed Russian 
ballistic missiles, which 
are harder to stop than 
drones or cruise missiles.

Ukrainian air defences 
likely used the US-made 
Patriot surface-to-air 
guided missile system, 
which is the most effec-
tive way of countering 
ballistic missiles, but 
ammunition for it has 
been in short supply amid 
the Iran war. In Kyiv, the 
attack caused fires at 
two warehouses, while a 
school was also damaged, 

Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said. The Russian Defence 
Ministry said in a state-
ment that the attack 
targeted military manu-
facturing facilities in the 
Ukrainian capital that 
produce long-range mis-
siles and drones. Moscow 
wants to choke off Ukrain-
ian strikes on oil facilities 
deep inside Russia that 
have caused critical fuel 

shortages, frustrating the 
public and, Western ana-
lysts say, hindering the 
Russian army’s advance 
on the front line inside 
Ukraine. Ukraine’s air 
force said one ballistic 
missile and 25 drones 
struck 17 locations, 
while falling debris was 
reported in 10 locations.

Zelenskyy and Macron address reporters after Paris security summit.

FAsTFacts

z Nine nations joined 
Ukraine to build a 
European missile 
shield, and the US 
approved local Patriot 
manufacturing.

zUkraine sustained 
long-range drone 
attacks on oil refineries 
deep inside Russian 
territory.

Hanoi: The bodies of the 
15 Indian tourists who 
were killed in a speed-
boat accident off Viet-
nam’s Phu Quoc Island 
reached their home 
states on Tuesday, the 
Indian Embassy in Hanoi 
said. Of the 15 victims, 10 
were from Tamil Nadu, 
three were from Andhra 
Pradesh and two were 
from Kerala. The bodies 
were flown to Mumbai in 
a Vietnam Airlines flight 
from Ho Chi Minh City. 
From Mumbai, the con-
cerned state authorities 
coordinated with the 
victims’ families to bring 
them home, officials said. 
“Our prayers are with the 
families of the deceased. 
We pray for strength 
to the families during 
these difficult times,” the 
Indian Embassy said in a 
post on X on Tuesday.

Vietnam 
boat victims’ 
bodies reach 
India

|  R U S S I A  U K R A I N E  W A R  |

Ukraine downs 5 Russian ballistic missiles 
as Kyiv looks to harden air defences

Washington: President Donald 
Trump is welcoming Iraq’s new prime 
minister to the White House on Tues-
day after strongly backing the political 
neophyte in his bid for office.

Ali al-Zaidi, a businessman with no 
political background, emerged as a con-
sensus candidate in Iraq after months of 
deadlock over the premiership follow-
ing last year’s parliamentary elections. 
When al-Zaidi was formally installed 
as prime minister-designate in April, 
Trump said in a social media post that it 
was the “beginning of a tremendous new 
chapter between our Nations -- Pros-
perity, Stability, and Success like never 
seen before.” But Trump’s interest and 
involvement in the next leadership in 
Iraq began long before that statement. 
Iraq’s dominant parliamentary bloc, the 
Coordination Framework, a coalition of 
Shiite parties allied with Iran, initially 

said it would back former Prime Minis-
ter Nouri al-Maliki, whom the Trump 
administration views as too close to 
Tehran. The Republican president pub-
licly announced his opposition to al-Ma-
liki and threatened to cut off aid to Iraq 
if he was appointed, adding that “if we 
are there to help, Iraq has ZERO chance 
of Success, Prosperity, or Freedom.” The 
issue of Iran is likely to loom large in 
the discussions Tuesday. Iraq has been 
under pressure to disarm a network of 
Iran-backed militias operating in the 
country, some of which launched attacks 
on US bases and diplomatic facilities 
after the US and Israel launched their 
war against Iran in February. Officially, 
the Iraqi government has given non-state 
armed groups until the end of Septem-
ber to disarm, but some of the most 
powerful militias have said they have no 
intention of doing so.

US TRUMP IRAQ
Trump rolls out White House welcome mat for  

new Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi

London: A law intended to prevent 
police and other officials from covering 
up errors and wrongdoing is set to be 
approved by British lawmakers on Tues-
day, 37 years after the country’s deadli-
est sports tragedy sparked a campaign 
for justice. The Public Office (Account-
ability) Bill imposes a legal duty of can-
dor on public officials to tell the truth 
about public tragedies whatever the 
impact on their reputation.

The legislation is more commonly 
known as the Hillsborough Law, after 
the 1989 disaster in which 97 Liver-
pool soccer fans were killed in a crush 
at Hillsborough Stadium in Sheffield. 
An independent inquiry in 2012 found 
police had covered up their own mis-
takes and blamed the deaths on unruly 
supporters. The bill is due to complete 
passage through the House of Commons 

on Tuesday after a delay caused by 
wrangling over whether it would apply 
to Britain’s spies. After pressure from 
bereaved families, the government has 
agreed that intelligence services will be 
covered by the duty of candor, but with 
a “secure process” for disclosing infor-
mation if it could affect national secu-
rity. The bill will become law after being 
approved by the House of Lords, Parlia-
ment’s upper chamber.

Outgoing Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer, who promised to bring in the 
law during his 2024 election campaign, 
is due to open debate on the bill in the 
Commons on Tuesday in one of his 
final acts as leader. His successor Andy 
Burnham, who is due to take over as 
prime minister on Monday, has long 
campaigned on behalf of the bereaved 
families.

UK HILLSBOROUGH LAW
Britain’s Hillsborough Law aims to stop 

official cover-ups after tragedies
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Bangkok: The death 
toll from a huge fire in a 
Bangkok music bar has 
increased to 30, offi-
cials said Tuesday, as 
the investigation into the 
blaze proceeded while 
relatives of the victims 
took on the grim task of 
identifying their loved 
ones and retrieving their 
bodies.

More than 70 people 
were injured in the Sun-
day night tragedy, with 

24 of them still in critical 
condition, according to 
a statement by the Bang-
kok Metropolitan Admin-

istration.
Initial details about 

the victims, which have 
not been updated since 

Monday, said 18 of the 
dead were women and 
nine were men, all Thai 

except one bar employee 
from Laos. The injured 
included 41 women and 
34 men. The blaze at the 
Rong Beer Na Ladprao 
bar, the city’s deadliest 
in 17 years, broke out 
shortly before midnight 
in a northern part of the 
Thai capital. Firefighters 
needed half an hour to 
bring it under control.

The bar, which in Thai 
calls itself a brewery or 
beer hall, claimed to 
accommodate as many as 
600 customers. 

Death toll from Bangkok music bar fire rises to 30
|  T H A I L A N D  F I R E  | 

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

I have ordered 
the city’s 

administration 
to conduct 
a sweeping 

survey of such 
establishments 
to assess risks. 

Chadchart Sittipunt  
Bangkok Governor

France Bastille Day

French President Macron, his wife Brigitte Macron, Ukraine’s President Zelenskyy and his wife Olena Zelenska, Heads of State and Government of the Coalition of the Willing, President of the 
National Assembly Yael Braun-Pivet, and President of the Senate Gerard Larcher pose for a family photo after the annual Bastille Day military parade on the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, 

Tuesday, July 14, 2026. AP/PTI


