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Country is giving world new models of development.

Press Trust Of India

AUCKLAND: India’s
pace of development is
“unprecedented” despite
global challenges, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Saturday, empha-
sising that the country
is giving the world new
models of development.
Speaking at an Indian
community event titled
‘Kia Ora Modi’ in Auck-
land, also attended by
his Kiwi counterpart
Christopher Luxon, Modi
said that the relationship
between India and New
Zealand is built on cher-
ished memories, endur-
ing friendship, shared
values and a mutual com-
mitment. “Amidst global
challenges, the speed at
which India is developing
is unprecedented. Today,
India is the world’s fast-
est-growing major econ-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and New Zealand Prime Minister
Christopher Luxon during a ‘Sporting Showcase’ event.

omy,” Modi said, amid
cheers and applause
from the audience. Prime
Minister Modi said India
is giving the world new
models of development.
“Today in India, bil-
lions of digital transac-
tions are happening every
month through UPI. India
is touching new heights
in drone technology and
the space economy,” he

said, amid cheers and
chants of ‘Modi Modi’.

Stating that the future
of India and New Zea-
land is intertwined, Modi
said the bilateral trade
agreement will accelerate
India’s journey towards a
developed nation.

Modi said that the
space sector itself dem-
onstrates the immense
potential of the economic
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India fastest-
growing major
economy.

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

partnership between
India and New Zealand.
“The same spirit is
reflected in our trade
agreement. This agree-
ment will accelerate our
journey towards a devel-
oped India. It will cre-
ate new opportunities
for businesses in both
India and New Zealand,”
he told the more than
10,000-strong gathering
of the Indian diaspora.
“This is the picture of
the new India, showing
how India is maintaining
a balance in both ecology
and economy, just like
New Zealand,” he added.

Modi, who arrived
in Auckland on Friday
on the final leg of his

three-nation tour, said
that there is another
important similarity

between the two nations.

“It is our shared com-
mitment to celebrat-
ing and preserving our
indigenous cultures,” he
added. Modi, the first
Indian prime minister to
visit New Zealand in 40
years, showed a muffler
to the crowd and said he
received it as a gift along
with a cap and glove
when he visited New Zea-
land around 25-30 years
ago, before entering pub-
lic life.

He said that the rela-
tionship between India
and New Zealand is built
on cherished memo-
ries, enduring friend-
ship, shared values and a
mutual commitment.
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Two killed in
tusker attacks

RAIGARH: Two persons
were killed in separate
attacks by wild elephants
in Chhattisgarh’s Raigarh
district on Saturday, taking
the number of such fatali-
ties in the state to three this
week alone, forest officials
said. The attacks occurred
in the early hours of the
day in the Chhal and Kapu
forest ranges of the Dha-
ramjaigarh division, they
said. Panic broke out after
a wild elephant entered
the Talgaon village under
the Kapu forest range,
and in the chaos, one of
the villagers, Shakuntala
Bai (37), was killed by the
tusker when she came
running out of her house,
Dharamjaigarh Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) Jiten-
dra Upadhyay said. The
victim’s minor daughter
narrowly escaped, he said.
In another incident, Band-
han Singh Agariya (50),
a labourer, was similarly
killed by a wild elephant in
Auranara village under the
Chhal forest range around
5 am when he had stepped
out of his house to answer
nature’s call, Upadhyay

said. Forest and police
personnel rushed to both
spots after being alerted
by villagers and sent bod-
ies for the post-mortem,
he said.

Immediate  financial
assistance of Rs 25,000
has been provided to the
families of each deceased,
while the remaining com-
pensation of Rs 5.75 lakh
each will be released after
completion of formalities,
the official said, adding
that further investigation
is underway.

Human-elephant
conflict has remained a
major concern in north-
ern Chhattisgarh for more
than a decade and has
expanded into parts of the
central region in recent
years. Korba district and
the Dharamjaigarh area of
neighbouring Raigarh are
among the worst-affected
regions, along with Sur-
guja, Surajpur, Jashpur and
Balrampur districts, where
frequent elephant move-
ment into villages and agri-
cultural fields often results
in human casualties and
crop damage.

NEWSLINE
NEW DELHI
NPPA caps

39 drug prices

The National Pharma-
ceutical Pricing Author-
ity (NPPA) has fixed the
retail prices of 39 new
drug formulations under
the Drugs (Prices Con-
trol) Order (DPCO), 2013.
The formulations cover a
wide range of medicines,
including those used
to treat hypertension,
diabetes, HIV, heart dis-
ease and eye infections,
with the aim of making
them more affordable for
patients. The notification
was issued on July 8. It is a
retail price fixation order
for new drug formulations
under the DPCO, 2013,
and not a price reduction
order. Among the medi-
cines included, Amlodip-
ine + Bisoprolol + Telmis-
artan Tablets, used for the
treatment of hypertension
(high blood pressure),
have been fixed at Rs 14.74
per tablet. The retail price
of Nepafenac + Moxifloxa-
cin Ophthalmic Solution,
an eye drop used after
eye surgery and for the
treatment of bacterial eye
infections, has been fixed
at Rs 68.64 per ml.

| PMLA CASE |

ED attaches Rs 1.000+cr

Press Trust Of India

in RAAG pre

Probe finds Rs 15,548
cr funds diverted via
shell firms.

NEW DELHI: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on
Saturday said it has issued
a fresh order to attach
assets worth Rs 1,021
crore as part of a money
laundering investigation
against the Reliance Anil
Ambani Group(RAAG).
The provisional order,
issued under the Preven-
tion of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA), attaches
equity shares of Reliance
Power held by Reliance
Infrastructure and cer-
tain loan amount receiv-
able from Sasan Power

and Reliance Power, the
agency said in a statement.
The investigation stems
from a CBI FIR against
Reliance Home Finance
Limited (RHFL) and Reli-
ance Commercial Finance
Limited (RCFL). According
to the ED, the probe found
that public funds worth
Rs 15,548 crore raised
by RHFL and RCFL were
“systematically diverted”
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through a web of “shell”
(dummy) and group com-
panies controlled and
managed by the Reliance
Anil Ambani Group. The
ED is investigating multiple
cases against the Group in
connection with four FIRs
filed under the anti-money
laundering law, and three
under provisions of the
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA).

Eight dead in
bldg collapse

PUNE: The death toll in
the Moshi waste process-
ing unit collapse near
Pune has risen to eight
while 14 of the estimated
23 persons stuck inside
have been rescued, a
senior official said on
Saturday evening.

One person was still
missing and search
operation was under-
way three days after
the incident, said Pim-
pri Chinchwad Munici-
pal Commissioner Vijay
Suryawanshi.

On Wednesday, the
three-storey admin-
istrative building of a
Waste-to-Energy (WTE)
plant run by the Pim-
pri Chinchwad Munic-
ipal Corporation col-
lapsed after the adjacent
mound of garbage fell
onto the structure like a
landslide.

| MAJOR TRAGEDY |

15 Indian

Press Trust Of India

HANOI: Fifteen Indian
tourists were killed after
the speedboat they were
travelling in capsized
off Vietnam’s Phu Quoc
Island on Saturday, the
Indian Embassy in Hanoi
said. There were 36 peo-
ple on board, including 32
Indian tourists and four
local crew members, of
which 21 were rescued.

Phu Quoc, Vietn-
am’s largest island, is a
major tourist destination,
known for its white-sand
beaches, coral reefs and
island-hopping excur-
sions. The tourists in this
case were reportedly
returning from an island
trip.

The speedboat cap-
sized about 400 metres
off Hon May Rut Ngoai,
an island in the An Thoi
archipelago off the coast

of Phu Quoc, Vietnamese
news portal VN Express
International reported.
The report said nearby
tourist boats rushed to
pull passengers from the
water before the border

guards, the navy, the
coast guard and other
forces joined the search-
and-rescue operation.

It also quoted eyewit-
nesses saying some of the
passengers were trapped
inside the overturned
boat, which made rescue
difficult. The bodies of
all the deceased tourists
have been recovered,
according to local media
reports.

What actually
happened.....

“A big wave hit us,

20 people came out
of it, and the balance
members got stuck,”
Nirmal Kumar, a
survivor, said. “It’s a
closed boat. Since we
were on the front, we
managed to survive.
Others who were
behind, got stuck.”

tourists killed in boat capsize

Investigation
ordered...

The exact cause of the
incidentis yet to be as-
certained. According to
AP, Viethamese Prime
Minister Le Minh
Hung has ordered an
investigation into the
cause of the accident
and directed author-
ities to hold those re-
sponsible accountable.

PM expresses grief

“Extremely saddened to learn about the tragic
news of a boat accident involving Indian nation-
als near Phu Quoc, Vietnam,” PM Modi said. “My
sincere condolences to the families who lost their
loved ones. My prayers for the early recovery of
the injured survivors. Our Embassy and Consul-
ate are providing all possible assistance. Our offi-
cials are also in close contact with the Vietnamese

authorities,” he added.
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CM Sai transfers Rs 626 crore
directly to over 66 lakh women

Mahtari Vandan strengthens women’s financial independence across Chhattisgarh today.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on Fri-
day released the 29th
installment of the Mah-
tari Vandan Yojana,
transferring Rs 626.25
crore through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT)
to the bank accounts
of more than 66 lakh
women across Chhattis-
garh. Women and Child
Development Minister
Lakshmi Rajwade was
present during the pro-
gramme held at the
Chief Minister’s official
residence in Raipur.
Congratulating  the
beneficiaries, Chief
Minister Sai said the
Mahtari Vandan Yojana
has emerged as a sym-
bol of women’s dignity,

economic self-reliance
and financial empower-
ment. He said the state
government is commit-
ted to increasing wom-
en’s economic partic-
ipation and ensuring
they become financially
independent. With the
latest installment, a
total of Rs 18,805.83
crore has been directly
transferred to bene-
ficiaries through 29
installments under the

scheme.

The Chief Minister
said the Chhattisgarh
government is imple-
menting women-centric
welfare initiatives in
line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision
of empowering Nari
Shakti. During his visits
across the state, women
have shared how the
monthly financial
assistance has helped
them start small busi-

nesses, tailoring and
embroidery work, and
other self-employment
ventures. Many fami-
lies have also used the

assistance to support
children’s  education,
healthcare and daily
household  expenses,

reflecting the scheme’s
positive social impact.
Sai said the gov-
ernment is further
strengthening women’s
financial empowerment
through initiatives
such as the Lakhpati
Didi scheme alongside

the Mahtari Vandan
Yojana. He directed
officials to expedite

the e-KYC process and
ensure that every eligi-
ble beneficiary receives
the scheme’s benefits,
with special focus on

HIGHLIGHT

® 29th Mahtari
Vandan installment
credited via DBT

achieving 100 percent
coverage in the Bastar
division.

Launched on March
1, 2024, the Mahtari
Vandan Yojana provides
Rs 1,000 per month to
eligible married women
aged 21 years and
above. Besides offering
financial support, the
scheme has contrib-
uted to improved fam-
ily nutrition, children’s
education, healthcare,
prevention of malnu-
trition and anaemia,
and the promotion of
self-employment across
the state.

Man drowns in Mahanadi while
bathing, search underway

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A 35-year-old
man allegedly drowned
in the Mahanadi River
at Nehru Ghat in Gobra
Nawapara under Abhan-
pur on Saturday after-
noon while bathing with
his wife. Police, divers
and a rescue team have
launched an extensive
search operation, but
the victim remained
untraced till the filing of
this report. The victim
has been identified as
Pradeep Kashyap, a res-
ident of Indira Market.
According to police, he
had gone to Nehru Ghat
with his wife between

2:30 pm and 3:00 pm.
While Pradeep was bath-
ing in the river, his wife
was washing clothes on
the riverbank.

During the bath, Pra-
deep reportedly moved
into a deeper portion
of the river and began
drowning. He called out
for help, but his wife ini-
tially believed he was
joking. Within moments,

he disappeared beneath
the water. When he failed
to resurface, she raised
an alarm, prompting
nearby people to rush
to the spot. On receiving
information, the Gobra
Nawapara police reached
the ghat and immediately
launched a rescue oper-
ation. Divers were called
in, while local youths also
joined the search efforts.

2 children drown in ‘Temple
Stepwell near Raipur

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Two children
lost their lives after
drowning in an ancient
stepwell at the Chaturb-
huji Temple in Kumbar-
garh village under the
Dharsiwa area of Raipur
district on Saturday,
leaving Kurra village in
deep mourning. The vic-
tims were identified as
7-year-old Sakshi Sahu
and 4-year-old Shravan
Dhiwar.

According to police,
the children had gone to
play near the temple com-
plex on Saturday morn-
ing. While playing, they
reached the edge of the

centuries-old stepwell,
where they reportedly
slipped or lost their bal-
ance and fell into the deep
water. When the children
did not return home for
a long time, their family
members and villagers
launched a search. During
the search, both children
were found inside the
stepwell and were pulled
out, but they had already
died. Dharsiwa Station
incharge Rajendra Diwan
confirmed the deaths.

Police arrest Bootlegger,
seize illicit liquor

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Tikrapara police
arrested a youth for
allegedly storing and
selling illicit liquor in the
Bhathapara Devpuri area
and seized 5.940 litres
of country-made liquor
worth Rs 3,560 during a
raid conducted on Satur-
day. The accused, Gajen-
dra Maheshwari (21), a
resident near Kali Mandir
in Bhathapara Devpuri,
was arrested after police
received a tip-off about
illegal liquor sales in the
locality.

Acting on the informa-
tion, senior police offi-
cers directed Tikrapara
Police Station to ver-
ify the inputs and take
immediate action. Fol-
lowing the instructions
of Deputy Commissioner
of Police (West Zone)

Addi-
tional DCP Rahul Dev

Sandeep Patel,

Sharma, and Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(New Rajendra Nagar)
Navneet Patit, Station
House Officer Inspec-
tor Rajesh Kumar Marai
formed a police team
and conducted a raid at
the accused’s residence.
During the search, police
recovered 33 quarter bot-
tles of ‘Goa’ and ‘Sholay’
brand country-made
liquor, allegedly kept for
illegal sale. The accused
was taken into custody
on the spot, and the
entire stock was seized.

| STATEWIDE REVIEW MEETING |

No compromise on quality
in Panchayat works: Vijay

Central Chronicle News

Deputy CM stresses
quality, transpar-
ency, speedy rural
development works.

RAIPUR: Raipur Deputy
Chief Minister and Pan-
chayat & Rural Development
Minister Vijay Sharma has
directed officials to ensure
that quality remains the top
priority in all Panchayat
and rural development
works across Chhattisgarh.
Chairing a statewide review
meeting through video con-
ferencing with Chief Exec-
utive Officers (CEOs) of Dis-
trict Panchayats on Friday,
Sharma instructed officials
to complete all development
targets within the next eight
months while maintaining

FACTFILE

® Girls’ toilets, PMAY,
solar power receive top
priority.

transparency and high con-
struction standards. Review-
ing the implementation
of the VB Jiramji Scheme,
Sharma asked District Pan-
chayat CEOs to regularly visit
development blocks, closely
monitor ongoing works,
and promptly resolve public
grievances. He emphasized
that active field supervi-

sion and accountability are
essential to ensure govern-
ment schemes reach the last
person in need. The Deputy
Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to achieve 100 percent
coverage of quality toilets
for girls in all government
schools. He also instructed
that cremation grounds
(Muktidhams) be  con-
structed on priority in vil-
lages lacking the facility and
that damaged or defunct
borewells be converted into
intake wells to strengthen
water conservation efforts.

| DEVOTEES TRUST BETRAYED |

Cong seeks probe mto Ram Mandir donations

Central Chronicle News

Congress alleges
irregularities in
temple donations.

RAIPUR: The Congress
on Saturday demanded
a Supreme Court-moni-
tored judicial inquiry into
the alleged misappropri-
ation of donations and
offerings linked to the Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, accusing

the BJP and RSS of fallmg
to ensure transparency in
the management of funds
collected in the name of
Lord Ram. Addressing a
press conference at Rajiv

Bhawan in Raipur, Con-
gress Working Committee
(CWC) member and former
Madhya Pradesh minister
Kamleshwar Patel, in the
presence of Chhattisgarh

HIGI lLIGHT

@ Judicial probe,
accountability
demanded by Congress.

Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee president Deepak Baij,
alleged that the faith and
trust of millions of devo-
tees had been betrayed.
Patel claimed that donations
made by people from across
the country for the construc-
tion of the Ram Mandir were
now surrounded by serious

questions over their manage-
ment. Referring to reported
resignations of Trust func-
tionaries, including Cham-
pat Rai and Anil Mishra, he
alleged that these develop-
ments raised concerns that
warranted an independent
investigation. He also cited
media reports regarding
alleged discrepancies in
donations, expenditures and
Trust administration, and
questioned why accountabil-
ity had allegedly been limited
to lower-level employees.

} Rahul Tikriha
"- State President, BJYM

“Cong and Youth
Cong organisational
structure has completely
collapsed.”

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

SHRI KATHA GYAN YAJNA
Thousands join spiritual journey

at Shri Katha Gyan Yajna

RAIPUR: The three-day Shri Katha
Gyan Yajna concluded on a spiri-
tual note at the Maharashtrian Teli
Samaj Bhavan in Ashwani Nagar,
with thousands of devotees partic-
ipating in religious rituals, online

initiation, and community ser-
vice activities. The concluding day
began with the worship of the Sid-
dha Charan Padukas of Jagadguru
Ramanandacharya Narendracharya
Shri and the Shri Leelamrit scripture
through Vedic rituals and chanting.
Devotees also viewed the sacred pil-
grimage site of Nanij Dham before a
large number of followers received
Naam-Diksha online from the Jagad-
guru, pledging to lead a spiritually
disciplined life. Addressing devotees
virtually, Jagadguru Narendracha-

rya Shri highlighted the importance
of Naam-Bhakti, saying devotion
helps overcome mental distractions
and develops wisdom, self-control,
courage and positive thinking. Nar-
rator Rohit Mode, while delivering
discourses from the Shri Leelamrit,
explained the significance of a Sad-
guru in guiding individuals from
ignorance towards truth and self-
realisation. The event concluded
with Raas-Lila, Sandhya Aarti, and a
grand Prasadi Bhandara, attended by
thousands of devotees. Organisers
also highlighted the social service ini-
tiatives undertaken by the organisa-
tion, including free food distribution,
education support, blood donation,
environmental conservation, disaster
relief and healthcare services.

NURTURING YOUNG LEADERS
Adarsh Vidyalaya holds Investiture Ceremony with

pride, discipline and a spirit of service

RAIPUR: Adarsh Vidyalaya, Tatib-
andh, under the aegis of Raipur Ker-
ala Samajam, conducted its Inves-
titure Ceremony on July 1, 2026
with great zeal and dignity. The
programme commenced with the
lighting of the lamp and invocation
of Goddess Saraswati. The Special
Guest, Mr. Shyam Tawde, Assistant
Sub-Inspector (ASI), and the Chief
Guest, Mr. Mineshwar Baghel, Sub
-Inspector (SI), Amanaka Police Sta-
tion, were welcomed by Principal
Mrs. Jasveer Sarkar with saplings.
The school flag and house flags were
hoisted, followed by the investiture
of the newly elected student lead-
ers. The cadets displayed exemplary
discipline and confidence during the
march past. Badges and sashes were
conferred upon the Head Boy, Head
Girl, House Captains, Deputy Cap-
tains, and Student Council members.

Vice Principal Mrs. Shweta Mehta
emphasised that leadership is rooted
in responsibility, service, and set-
ting an example. Principal Mrs. Jas-
veer Sarkar encouraged the cadets
to wear their badges with humility
and uphold the values of discipline,
honesty, and excellence. Mr. Shyam
Tawde highlighted discipline, integ-
rity, and service as hallmarks of lead-
ership, while Mr. Mineshwar Baghel
stressed selfless service, teamwork,
and inspiring others through posi-
tive actions. The dignitaries of Rai-
pur Kerala Samajam conveyed their
heartfelt wishes, urging the young
leaders to lead with dedication,
vision, responsibility, and excel-
lence. The ceremony concluded with
the oath-taking session, making it a
proud celebration of leadership, dis-
cipline, responsibility, and the spirit
of service.

ELOCUTION & DEBATE COMPETITION
Rajkumar College celebrates Oratorical excellence

at the Inter Set English Recitation

RAIPUR: Rajkumar College, Raipur,
successfully organised the Inter Set
English Recitation, Elocution and
Debate Competition 2026-27 on July
9 and 10, providing students with an
engaging platform to showcase their
public speaking, literary and critical
thinking skills. The two-day compe-
tition witnessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from students across differ-
ent classes. The first day featured
contests for Classes VI to VIII, where
participants were judged on clarity,
expression, content and presenta-
tion. On the second day, students of
Classes IX to XII competed in cate-
gories such as Shakespearean mono-
logues, speech presentations, startup
ideas, performing poetry and formal
debate. One of the major attractions

was the debate on “Traditional School
Teaching is Relevant in the Era of Al,”
where students impressed the audi-
ence with well-researched arguments
and effective rebuttals. Altogether,
84 students and 12 student anchors
participated in the event. The perfor-
mances were evaluated by Dr. Deepali
Sharma, Dr. Shilpi Bhattacharya and
Mrs. Shrabony Dey, who praised the
participants for their confidence and
command over the English language.
Principal Col. Avinash Singh congrat-
ulated the students and emphasized
the importance of such competitions
in developing communication and
leadership skills. Among the top per-
formers, Dhyaan Neimani of Rajputs
won the Rani Shashi Prabha Devi of
Kawardha Trophy for Best Debater.
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Chhattisgarh speeds up
naxal rehabilitation drive

A dedicated team of government lawyers will be formed to review and fast-track the
release of jailed Naxal accused who are not involved in serious violence or loss of life.

Central Chronicle News

A strict one-month
deadline has been
set to disburse
pending cash
incentives to sur-
rendered youth,
alongside direc-
tives to provide
priority housing
under the Prad-
han Mantri Awas
Yojana for victims
and rehabilitated
families.

RAIPUR: In a decisive
push toward lasting peace,
Deputy Chief Minister
and Home Minister Vijay
Sharma has ordered a
swift acceleration of devel-
opment and rehabilitation
projects across Naxal-af-
fected districts. Chairing
a high-level police review
meeting at Mahanadi Bha-
wan (Secretariat), Sharma
took a remarkably empa-
thetic yet strategic stance,
directing officials to legally
review and release jailed
Naxal accused who are not
facing charges of serious
violence or loss of life.

To ensure bureau-
cratic delays don’t stall
human lives, a dedicated
task force of government
lawyers will be formed
to fast-track these case

FASTFACT

® The government
will pass “Naxal-Free
Resolutions” for 50
heavily impacted
villages across

Sukma, Bijapur, and
Narayanpur, allocating
Rs 1 crore to each for
development, followed
by symbolic flag-
hoisting ceremonies on
Independence Day.

reviews, backed by man-
datory weekly progress
checks at district SP
offices. In a bid to turn
former conflict zones
into economic hubs, the
government will pass
Naxal-Free Resolutions
for 50 heavily impacted
villages, backing each
with a Rs 1 crore develop-
ment fund.

This targeted finan-
cial injection aims to
create local livelihoods
and rebuild rural infra-
structure. The initial
phase covers 20 villages
in Sukma, 20 villages in

Interstalte commiltee to recover looted

Maoist weaponry

In a critical security directive, the Minister also
ordered the creation of an interstate committee
to track down and cross-match weapons looted
by Maoists, emphasizing that not a single weapon
should be left behind in the jungles.

Bijapur, and 10 villages in
Narayanpur.

To mark this transi-
tion from fear to free-
dom, the Deputy CM
ordered grand flag-hoist-
ing ceremonies in all
newly liberated villages
this upcoming August
15, 2026. The initiative is
designed to deeply instill
national pride, mutual
trust, and local commu-
nity participation.

Furthermore, all
affected victims and
surrendered  individu-

als will receive priority
housing under special
provisions of the Prad-
han Mantri Awas Yojana.
Ground zero sites of
major Naxal encounters
will see the construction
of community memo-

rials to permanently
honor fallen jawans and
civilian victims. Turning
his attention to reha-
bilitation bureaucracy,
Sharma set a strict one-
month deadline to dis-
burse all pending cash
incentives to surren-
dered youth, warning
that delays in support-
ing families of martyrs
will not be tolerated.

The meeting con-
cluded with a compre-
hensive  data-mapping
directive for a new dig-
ital dashboard to track
victim welfare, attended
by Principal Secretary
Niharika Singh Barik,
Secretary Neha Cham-
pawat, ADG Vivekanand
Sinha, and regional
police chiefs.

Mass transfers
approved in
Urban Admn
Development

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh
government has ordered
the reshuffle and new
postings of 122 officers
and employees within
the Urban Administra-
tion and Development
Department. The trans-
fer list impacts a wide
range of personnel, com-
prising 66 engineers and
56 employees serving in
various  administrative
and support capacities.

Among those trans-
ferred are executive
engineers, assistant engi-
neers, sub-engineers,
programmers, revenue
inspectors, and health
inspectors. The order also
extends to assistant office
superintendents,  tech-
nical assistants, accoun-
tants, assistant grade-2
and grade-3 staff, data
entry operators, com-
puter operators, assistant
revenue inspectors, time-
keepers, cashiers, driv-
ers, watchmen, pump
attendants, and peons.

Following the issu-
ance of the directive,
the Urban Administra-
tion and Development
Department has man-
dated that all transferred
personnel report to their
new postings and offi-
cially assume charge
within seven days.

The department has
explicitly stated that indi-
viduals who fail to join
their new stations within
this stipulated timeframe
will be barred from draw-
ing their salaries from
their current place of
posting.

MBBS seats increased
by 20 at Raipur
Medical College

Central Chronicle News

The Medical
Assessment and
Rating Board of the
National Medical
Commission has
officially approved
an increase of 20
MBBS seats at the
Pt JNM Medical
College in Raipur
for the 2026-27
academic session.

RAIPUR: The Medical
Assessment and Rating
Board of the National
Medical Commission has
approved an increase in
the MBBS seat capacity
at the Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Med-
ical College in Raipur.
The institution is affili-
ated with the Pt. Deen-
dayal Upadhyay Memo-

rial Health Sciences
and Ayush University of
Chhattisgarh.

According to the Let-
ter of Permission issued
by the board on July 10,
2026, the available MBBS

seats at the college have
been raised from 230 to
250 for the academic ses-
sion 2026-27, marking an
addition of 20 new seats.

Established in 1963
with an initial capacity of
60 MBBS seats, the pre-
mier medical college has
periodically expanded
its intake capacity over
the decades. The intake
rose from the initial 60
seats to 100, followed
by an increase to 150
seats in 2009, 180 seats
in 2019, and 230 seats
in 2023, before reaching
the current milestone of
250 seats following the
latest approval.

Welcoming the deci-
sion, Health Minister
Shyam Bihari Jaiswal
stated that the expan-
sion will create more
opportunities for the
youth of the state to
pursue medical educa-
tion and complete their
MBBS degrees within
their home state. The
Health Minister also
expressed gratitude
toward Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai for his
leadership and efforts in
achieving this milestone.

Cong staging protests
to hide scams and
shield criminals: BJP

aolln

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) state spokes-
person Shivnarayan
Pandey launched a scath-
ing attack on the Con-
gress party following
the high-profile arrests
of Mahadev betting app
promoter Saurabh Chan-
drakar and Congress
Treasurer Ramgopal
Agarwal. Addressing the
media at Ekatma Parisar,
Pandey accused the pre-
vious Congress regime of
rampant financial irregu-
larities and multi-crore
scams that crippled
Chhattisgarh’s economy.
Pandey alleged that
over Rs 10,000 crore was

siphoned out of the state
during the five-year Con-
gress rule, choking local
market liquidity. He dis-
missed Congress’s claims
of political vendetta by
central probe agencies,
pointing out that the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has already provi-
sionally attached assets
worth Rs 3,800 crore in
the Mahadev app case
alone. Furthermore,
the BJP spokesperson
demanded clarity from
Congress regarding the
liquor scam and illegal
collections from rice
millers. Pandey ques-
tioned the role of former
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, noting that the
Mahadev app master-
mind hails from Durg,
Baghel’s home district.
He asserted that with its
top leaders, treasurers,
and bureaucrats deeply
implicated in corruption.

Youth
leadership
summit

RAIPUR: The Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Pari-
shad and the Chhattisgarh
State Youth Commission
will jointly host an All
India Party Meet in Rai-
pur on July 14, 2026, to
mark National Students’
Day. The event is sched-
uled to commence at
9:00 AM at the Conven-
tion Hall, Circuit House,
located in Civil Lines,
Raipur. Designed to foster
democratic values, lead-
ership capabilities, and
analytical thinking among
the youth, the summit
will provide students
with a unique platform to
engage in parliamentary-
style debates. Participants
will assume the roles of
representatives from var-
ious political parties to
deliberate on contempo-
rary national issues. This
year, the discussions will
center significantly on
the Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam and the Delim-
itation Bill 2026.

Central Chronicle News

NIT Raipur hosted
aworkshop on
quantum intel-
ligence and net-
work optimization,
collaborating with
IIT Kharagpur, the
University of Ber-
lin, the University
of Melbourne, and
Curtin University.

RAIPUR: The Department
of Information Technol-
ogy at NIT Raipur success-
fully organized a five-day
International ~ Workshop
on “Next-Gen Quantum
Intelligence: Al for Net-
work Optimization and
Entanglement (NGQI-
AINE-26)” from July 6 to
10, 2026. Sponsored by
the Ministry of Education’s

| QUANTUM INTELLIGENCE WORKSHOP |

SPARC-sponsored workshop on
Quantum Intelligence by NIT

. il { 1r|:fll i
SPARC initiative, the event
united over 70 research-
ers, experts, and students
from premier national and
international institutions,
including the Technical
University of Berlin. The
workshop stems from a col-
laborative research project
led by Dr. Chandrashekar
Jatoth (NIT Raipur) along-
side Prof. Gautam Das and
Prof. Soumya K. Ghosh
(IIT Kharagpur). The ini-
tiative fosters academic
partnerships among NIT
Raipur, IIT Kharagpur, the
University of Melbourne,
and Curtin University.

'S
Uy '
Throughout the five days,
participants explored
cutting-edge fields such
as cloud and quantum
computing, quantum key
distribution, machine

learning,  post-quantum
security, and Al-driven
network optimization.

Eminent speakers, includ-
ing Prof. Rajkumar Buyya
from the University of

FAST FACTS

® Over 70 participants
explored advanced
technological fields,
including quantum
computing, machine
learning, post-quantum
security, and Al-driven
networks.

Raipur, alongside Guest
of Honour Prof. Rajkumar
Buyya and Special Guest
Dr. Siddartha Santra from
IIT Bombay, emphasized
the rising significance of
international  collabora-
tion and interdisciplinary
research in tackling future
technological challenges.

NEWSLINE

DRAIN CLEARING
RMC Zone 3
clears blocked
drains to prevent
waterlogging

S
RAIPUR: The Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation (RMC)

Zone 3 Town Planning and
Health Departments car-
ried out a targeted anti-en-
croachment and sanitation
drive near the Veerangana
Avanti Bai Lodhi Chowk in
Lodhipara, Pandri. Oper-
ating under the directives
of Municipal Corporation
Mayor Meenal Choubey
and Commissioner Sam-
bit Mishra, the civic team
demolished five large ille-
gal concrete slabs con-
structed over a major storm
drain. Additionally, five to
six fruit vendors occupy-
ing the space were relo-
cated to clear prolonged
obstructions. Following the
removal of these encroach-
ments, a mini-poclain exca-
vator was deployed to thor-
oughly clean the primary
drain, extracting approxi-
mately one dumper truck of
accumulated waste.

INFRA BOOST
Raipur West
receives major
infrastructure
devp boost
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Raipur West
assembly  constituency
marked a significant
milestone in urban infra-
structure  development
with the inauguration
and foundation-stone lay-
ing of projects worth Rs
133.08 lakh in Shaheed
Bhagat Singh Ward Num-
ber 21. The ceremony
was led by local MLA
and former Cabinet Min-
ister Rajesh Munat at the
Gayatri Temple complex
in Tatibandh Yaduvanshi
Chowk. The event saw
the participation of Rai-
pur Municipal Corpora-
tion Speaker Suryakant
Rathore, regional council-
ors, and senior represen-
tatives from various com-
munity organizations.
The development
package includes both
newly completed facili-
ties and upcoming proj-
ects aimed at strengthen-
ing basic civic amenities.

RAIPUR:

Melbourne and industry
experts from Quantum
India, shared valuable
insights. At the valedic-
tory ceremony, Chief
Guest Prof. Samir Baj-
pai, Director (I/C) of NIT

ITABLEAU ON RATH YATRA |

Students bring legacy of Rath Yalra to life

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Grade 10 stu-
dents at Brahmavid The
Global School presented
a captivating tableau
depicting the sacred Shri
Jagannath Rath Yatra,
highlighting the rich spir-
itual and cultural heritage
of India. The inspiring
presentation beautifully
conveyed Lord Jagan-
nath’s timeless message
of devotion, equality,
compassion, and social
harmony.

The programme
began with the spiritual
significance of the Jagan-
nath tradition, depict-

ing how Lord Krishna

came to be worshipped
as Lord Jagannath. Stu-
dents then enacted the
story of Maa Karma,
whose unwavering devo-
tion led the Lord to

accept her daily offering

727

of khichadi—a tradition
that remains an inte-
gral ritual at the temple
today.

Additionally, the pre-
sentation featured the

e - : - ‘ ]
moving story of Bhakta
Salbeg, whose deep faith
transcended social bar-
riers. The students pow-
erfully portrayed the
famous episode where
the Rath refused to move

during the procession
until the devoted Salbeg
arrived. The moment he
reached the chariot, it
began to move, symbol-
izing unconditional love
beyond caste and creed.
Supported by expres-
sive performances and
meaningful narration, the
event was widely appre-
ciated by the audience.
Through this initiative,
Brahmavid The Global
School successfully rein-
forced its commitment
to preserving India’s cul-
tural heritage while nur-
turing empathy, respect,
and holistic learning
among its students.

COA welcomes
CM Sai’s step to
provide Gout jobs
to top Athletes

RAIPUR: A delegation
from the Chhattisgarh
Olympic Association,
led by General Secretary
Vikram Singh Sisodia, met
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai at his official residence
to express gratitude for
the state government’s
historic decisions to sup-
port sports talent. The
association strongly wel-
comed the government’s
decision to declare 156
athletes across 20 differ-
ent sports as “outstanding
players,” which qualifies
them for employment
opportunities in govern-
ment services.

Central Chronicle APPOINTMENT

SHAILDEVI MAHAVIDYALAYA

Anda, Durg, Chhattisgarh — 491221, Mo. No. - 6265377477

Appointment (Teaching Stafl) Under university Statute 28
Advertisement for B.Ed, Teaching Post as per UGC norms

Nume of the Pest] Na, of Past Qualification
I} Postgraduate Degree in Arts’ Science’ Social Science’ Humanities'
HOD 01 | Commerce with minimum 55% marks {or an cquivalent grade in a point-
seale wherever the grading system bn follovwed j; and
(B.Ed.) i} MLEdL with minimem 35%, marks (or an equivalent gradein apaint scale
wherever the prading system in followed); and
iiiy Pluiv in Education or in any pedagogic subject offered in the
imstitution; nnd
Iy 1 yesrs of teaching experience in s secondary teaching Instituthon
Desirable : Diplomea/Degree in Educational Administration’ Leadership
Assistant 1) Postgradicate Degres in Social Sciences with minimum 55% Marks (or an
2 02 wipuivalent grade in s polit-scale wherever the grading system in follewed )
Professor i) MLEA, Degres from s recognized University with minimm $5% Marks
uij:ﬂ" {or un eyuivslent grade in o point- seabe wherever the grading system in
g e Tullowed); or
Perspective in i) Pestgraduate { MA) Degree in E witls mini 5% s far

Education or

equivabint grade ina paint-scale w herever the grading system in follawed §
i} B.ELB.ELEd. Degree with minimum $5% marks (or an equivalent

Foundation wrude in o print- seule wierever the gruding system in followed)

Courses Note: - Besides Tullilling the abeve qualilication the canididute shall buyve
cleared the National Elgibility Test (NET) conducted by Unbversity
Grants Commission. Provided candidates, whe are, or have been awarded
Ph.D. depree in Fducation in sceordance with the University Grant
Commission [Minimum Standard and Procedure for Award of Pha.
Degree) Regulation 200%, shall be exempted from the reguirement of the
clearring of MET for appointment as Assistont Professar of eguivalent
position in University or college o lnstitutions,

Aceie i) Postgraduate Degree in Science/ Humanities' Mathematics' Social

'I',‘“?M"I 05 icieoess Langunge! Comiuerct wifl winhiiam. 5%, Marls Tor: wi

rojessor cquivalent grade in a poini- scode wherever the grading system in followed

(B.Ed.) and

TR i) MUEAL Degree with minimum 35% Marks (or an equivalent grode in o

LSl point-seale wherever the grading system in followed)

uail Nuotes - Besides Mullilling the sbeve gqualilication the candidate shall have

Pedlagoyic cleared the National Eligibility Test (NET) conducted by University

Courses Grants Commibssbon., Provided candbdates, who are, or have been awarded
Ph.l). degree in Education in accordance with the University Grant
Commission (Minimum Standard and Procedure for Awnrd of PhD.
Degree) Hegulation 2009, shall be cxempied from the requirement of ihe
clearring of NET fur appeintinent as Assistant Professar of equivalent
pasition in University or enllege or Institutions,

Physical o Master of Physical Education (M.P.Ed.y with minimum 539 Marks.

Edueathon {Tralning Qualification In Yoga education shall be desirablel.

Visuul Ars 01 | Pest Graduate Degree in Fine Arts (MEPA) with minimum 55% marks.

Perforning Arts 1

Post Graduate Degreein Musical Dance Theater Arts vwith mimil

S5%emiarks

Mote: - LPay Scalews per BGC/NCTE & C.G.State Gove L. Norms and thedr amendments from tims to time.
2. Jualification ful fill as per UGC/NCTE/AICTE Norms and their amendments from time to time.
Two copy's ol application with passport size photograph and all sell-attested copies of mark
sheets should reach within 21 days From the date of publication,

Director, Shalldevi Mahawidyalaya, Anda, Durg [C.G.)
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Bhilal

“Durg Police is strictly
committed to preventing
crime, taking decisive
action against criminals,
and ensuring public safety
and security.”

Vijay Agrawal
(SSP, Durg)

Eight theft cases solved; two
arrested with Rs 32 lakh booty g

With the arrest of two individuals, including a former medical representative,

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: In a major break-
through against property
offenses, the Durg Police
busted a notorious bur-
glary racket with the
arrest of two suspects
and solving eight sepa-
rate theft cases. The oper-
ation led to the recovery
of stolen valuables worth
approximately Rs 32 lakh.
The arrested individuals
have been identified as
the mastermind Anurag
Mishra (41), a former
medical representa-
tive, and his accomplice
Tushar Mishra (40).
Acting on a spike in

ASP Sukhnandan Rathore and other officers addressing the media persons.

nighttime  housebreak-
ings targeting locked
homes, the police
launched a specialized
campaign involving
intensive night patrolling,
strategic checkpoints,

and rigorous CCTV anal-
ysis.
occurred on the night
of July 10, when a police
team intercepted a sus-
picious white Indigo car
trying to evade a check-

The breakthrough

police claimed to have solved eight recent burglary cases

point. A search of the
vehicle yielded house-
breaking tools and elec-
tronic goods.

During interrogation,
Anurag Mishra con-
fessed that mounting
debts from online loan
applications drove him
to crime. Leveraging his
prior experience travel-
ing through residential
neighbourhoods, he tar-
geted locked houses at
night.

To avoid immediate
detection, the suspects
pawned the stolen gold
ornaments at various
gold finance companies,
including Muthoot and

FASTFACTS

® Stolen items worth
approximately Rs

32 lakh, including
168 grams of gold,
150 grams of silver,
electronics, and three
vehicles used in the
crimes, were recovered
from the suspects
and various finance
companies.

IIFL, and transferred
the funds into Tushar’s
account. Legal proce-
dures were swiftly initi-
ated to recover the mort-
gaged jewellery from the
financial institutions.

One-sided lover nabbed
for murderlng glrl

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Vaishali Nagar
police arrested 24-year-
old Lakeshwar Sahu, alias
Pintu, within 24 hours of
brutally murdering a girl.
The victim, Khushi Sahu,
was found lying in a pool
of blood inside her rented
room on July 10, and was
declared dead upon arrival
at the hospital. Investiga-
tion revealed a case of one-
sided love. Infuriated by
the victim’s refusal to speak
with him, the accused
hatched a premeditated

plan and travelled from Rai-
pur to Bhilai armed with a
sharp weapon. To evade
identification and conceal
evidence, Sahu wore lay-
ered clothing. Following a
heated argument, he stran-
gled the victim and inflicted
multiple fatal stabs. Post-
crime, he attempted to
destroy evidence by dis-
carding his blood-stained
clothes and shoes into
a river. The police have
registered a case under Sec-
tion 103(1) of the BNS along-
side relevant sections of the
Arms Act.

NEWSLINE

AMRIT SAROVAR
Inauguration
in Bade Auri
today

BHILAI: The newly devel-
oped “Amrit Sarovar” lake
in Bade Auri village is set
to be formally inaugurated
on July 12, 2026. Spear-
headed by Durg Lok Sabha
MP Vijay Baghel, the mega
water conservation project
spans 3.5 acres and boasts
a massive storage capacity
of approximately 3 crore
litres, transforming the
once drought-prone vil-
lage. The site also features
a scenic Dakshinmukhi
Shri Hanuman Temple on
its banks. The dedication
ceremony will commence
at 10:00 AM with ‘Varun
Puyja’ and ‘Yajna’, fol-
lowed by the distribution
of ‘Mahaprasad’ at noon
inside the Amrit Sarovar
complex.

| ACCIDENTS DECLINE

Road safety commitiee review meeting
focuses on reducing acc1dents

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Chaired by Col-
lector Abhijit Singh and
SSP Vijay Agrawal on
Friday, the Durg District
Road Safety Committee
reviewed major infra-
structure upgrades aimed
at curbing vehicular acci-
dents. Key departments
updated the committee
on implementing high-
mast lights, crash barriers,
rumble strips, and service
lanes. In a power-point pre-
sentation, Traffic ASP Richa
Sharma highlighted criti-

cal intersections requlrmg
immediate spatial modifica-
tions. To improve regional
traffic flow, Collector Singh
directed NHAI officials
to propose an additional
bridge near the Nehru
Nagar-Anjora bypass bottle-
neck. Furthermore, munic-

ipal teams were instructed

to conduct regular anti-en-
croachment drives, the
veterinary department was
ordered to clear stray cattle
off major corridors, and
health officials were told
to deploy more highway
ambulances.

Mega medical
camp today

BHILAI: The Durg
Police, in partnership
with Jan Mitra, is orga-
nizing a free “Mega
Medical Camp” dedi-
cated to the health and
well-being of police
personnel, retired
officers, and their
families. Scheduled
for Sunday, July 12,
from 9:00 AM to 4:00
PM at the New Police
Line near Thagda
Dam in Durg, this
extensive healthcare
initiative will feature
consultations from
over 22 super-special-
ist doctors.

MEDIATION CAMPAIGN |

Creating dispute-Iree rural spaces
with commumty medlatlon drive

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Under the guide-
lines of the National Legal
Services Authority’s (NALSA)
2026 Standard Operating
Procedure, the  District
Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), Durg, has launched
a “Community Mediation”
awareness campaign across
selected villages. Recent
interactive sessions were held
in Nikum, Arsanara, and Nan-
katthi to educate residents on
the benefits of resolving local
disputes through mutual dia-

logue rather than litigation.
Sushma Lakra, Chairperson
of the Permanent Lok Adalat,
along with DLSA Secretary
Umesh Kumar Bhagwatkar,
engaged with village repre-
sentatives, women, youth,
and Para-Legal Volunteers.
Officials explained that com-
munity mediation acts as
an accessible platform to
amicably resolve domestic,

® | @ondal oL

neighbourhood, property,
and water disputes at an
early stage. Durg district has
selected five villages—includ-
ing Ghughsidih and Kuth-
rel—for this phased program.
The initiative aims to reduce
the burden on formal courts,
promote social harmony,
and provide swift, cost-free
legal support at the grass-
roots level.

| INVESTITURE CEREMONY |

SNGVB celebrates grand investiture ceremony

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Shree Narayana
Guru Vidya Bhavan English
Medium Higher Secondary
School, Sector-4, Bhilai,
celebrated its Investiture
Ceremony for the 2026-27
session with immense pride.
The event marked the for-
mal induction of the newly
elected Student Council,
including Head Boy Ghan-
shyam and Head Girl Prerna
Kumari, who took an oath
administered by Principal

Anurag Verma to lead with

integrity. Distinguished dig-
nitaries, including Manager
VK Babu and Correspon-
dent TU Sunil, graced the
occasion. Alongside leader-
ship induction, the school
celebrated academic excel-
lence by honouring Class
XII toppers S Shashank,

Ayushi Giri, and Anshika
Sharma with cash awards of
Rs 51,000 for scoring above
90%. Exceptional teachers
from classes X and XII were
also felicitated for delivering
outstanding subject results.
The event concluded with
a vibrant cultural dance and
the National Anthem.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Sri  Sankara
Vidyalaya, Sector-X, cel-
ebrated its 40th Foun-
dation Day, “Gyan Gau-
rav Samman-2026,” on
July 9. Dr Anita Savant,
Senior Scientific Officer
at the CG Environment
Conservation Board,
graced the event as
the Chief Guest. Vice
Principal Vijayan B
delivered the welcome
address and presented

| GYAN GAURAV SAMMAN |

the annual report, high-
lighting the institution’s
commitment to holistic

education. SSES man-
agement dignitaries V
(Presi-

Ramachandran

Sri Sankara Vldyalaya marks foundatlon day

dent), TR Venkatraman
(Treasurer) and others
were present.

The ceremony fea-
tured the academic
felicitation of stellar per-
formers, including Class
X topper Aayush Pratap
Singh (99%) and Class
XII  topper Anushka
Agrawal (97.2%). Merito-
rious middle schoolers
received Scholar Badges,
while long-serving staff
members completing 25
years were honoured.

Bhilai Vidyalaya hosts inspiring
induction programme for new batch

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Bhilai Vidya-
lay, Sector-2, hosted a
vibrant induction pro-
gramme for its newly
admitted Class IX
and XI students. The
event aimed to famil-
iarize newcomers and
their parents with the
school’s rich academic
values and strict disci-

pline guidelines.

Shikha Dubey, GM
(Education), graced
the event as the Chief
Guest, encouraging stu-
dents to define their

goals early and believe

in their unique capa-
bilities. Principal Vijay
Singh Pawar provided
a comprehensive over-
view of the institution’s

recent achievements,
while current students
shared motivational
insights.  High-scoring
newly admitted merito-
rious students, includ-
ing Rajveer Kol and
Ayaan Sheikh, were
felicitated during the
function. The session
concluded with a formal
introduction of the fac-
ulty to the parents.

Saheli Fewellers launches ‘Golden
Monsoon Offer’ @zth huge discounts

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: City’s renowned
Saheli Jewellers has rolled
out its exclusive ‘Golden
Monsoon Offer; providing
major discounts on gold,
silver, and diamond jew-
ellery. Under this limited-
time scheme, customers
can buy 22-karat yellow
gold and silver items at a
minimal making charge

of just 3%. Furthermore,
diamond buyers can enjoy
a flat 25% discount on the
diamond value, along with

an additional 25% off on
diamond making charges.
Known for its 100% BIS
hallmarked purity since
1983, the brand offers a vast
collection ranging from
antique temple gold to con-
temporary polki designs.
The offer is valid across all
its key showrooms located
at Gandhi Chowk in Durg,
Civic Center in Bhilai, and
BSP Market in Risali.

|RECRUITMENT DRIVE

HYU creales hzstory mth success at f' rst-ever mega job fair

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Hemchand Yadav
Vishwavidyalaya, = Durg,
marked a monumental
milestone by successfully
hosting its first-ever Mega
Job Fair at its new cam-
pus. Aimed at bridging
the gap between higher
education and industry
demand, the event drew
massive participation,
attracting more than 1,500
students and job seekers

from across the region. A
total of 24 reputed com-
panies—including prom-
inent names like Hira
Group, Bandhan Bank,

Flipkart, and SBI Life—
participated in the drive,
conducting rigorous inter-
views throughout the day
and shortlisting numer-

210

@ A total of 210
candidates received
on-the-spot job offer
letters during the

recruitment drive

ous other hopefuls for
secondary rounds. The
event was officially inau-
gurated by Durg Munic-

ipal Corporation Mayor
Alka Baghmar, alongside
District Employment Offi-
cer VK Kedia. Presiding
over the historic event,
Vice-Chancellor Prof (Dr)
Sanjay Tiwari empha-
sized that the universi-
ty’s core vision extends
beyond conferring
academic  degrees to
actively equipping stu-
dents with industry-ready
skills and concrete
employment avenues.

‘Mahamaya’

achieves

historic 21 MT hot metal

BHILAI: Bhilai Steel Plant’s
largest blast furnace,
‘Mahamaya’ (Blast Fur-
nace-8), achieved a his-
toric milestone on July 10,
by reaching a cumulative
campaign life production
of 21 Million Tonnes (MT)
of hot metal.
Commissioned on
February 2, 2018, the
furnace  accomplished
this massive feat in just
3,080 days, setting a new

benchmark for the Indian
steel industry. Demon-
strating exceptional oper-
ational efficiency, BF-8
completed its journey
from 20 MT to 21 MT in a
remarkably short span of

121 days.
The top management
of BSP congratulated

the entire BF-8 collec-
tive, commending their
technical expertise and
relentless dedication.

EXCISE ACT
Hllicit liquor
vendor nabbed

BHILAI: As part of its
ongoing crackdown
on illicit liquor opera-
tions, the Pulgaon police
arrested a  35-year-old
bootlegger  red-handed
near Raja Talab in Dhan-
not village on Saturday.
Acting on a tip-off, a team
from the Anjora police
outpost cordoned off the
area and apprehended
the suspect, identified as
Dhanesh Baraiya. Upon
searching him, officers
recovered 32 quarters of
country-made liquor (180
ml each) alongside Rs
300 in cash earned from
illegal sales. The total
value of the seized goods
is estimated at Rs 3,500.

SS (UBT) DEMANDS

Public ban

near flooding
river
BHILAI: Citing critical

safety concerns over the
rising water levels of the
Shivnath river, Shiv Sena
(UBT) leaders, includ-
ing State Vice President
Surendra Yadav and
Bhilai District President
Raju Gupta, submitted a
memorandum demand-
ing an immediate ban
on gatherings near the
riverfront. The leaders
highlighted that crowds,
especially youth and
children, frequently
gather near the deep
banks to take selfies
and record videos, dan-
gerously leaning on the
protective iron railings
and grills.

ILLICIT LIQUOR
Bootlegger
arrested

BHILAI: Intensifying its
crackdown on the illegal
liquor trade, the Pul-
gaon police arrested a
35-year-old bootlegger
red-handed near Chand-
khuri Shitla Talab on
Saturday. Acting on a
precise tip-off, a police
team raided the spot
and apprehended Janak
Lal Bandhe, a local
resident. During the
search, officers recov-
ered a plastic sack con-
taining 30 quarters of
country liquor (180 ml
each, totalling 5.4 litres)
along with Rs 200 in
cash earned from illegal
sales. The total value of
the seized items is esti-
mated at Rs 3,200.
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RESERVE BANK OF INDIA

www.rbi.org.in
Redress of complaints against entities regulated by RBI

Reserve Bank - Integrated Ombudsman Scheme (RB-10S), 2026

+ The Reserve Bank - Integrated Ombudsman Scheme (RB-10S), 2026 has been launched w.e.f. July 1, 2026. The Scheme facilitates the resolution of complaints against RBI Regulated Entities viz. Banks, Non-Banking
Financial Companies, Non-bank Prepaid Payment Instruments Issuers and Credit Information Companies.

+ Complaints against RBI regulated entities under the RB-103, 2026 are processed at the Offices of the Reserve Bank of India Ombudsman and complaints which are outside the purview of this Scheme are processed at the
Consumer Education and Protection Cells (CEPCs). The list of regulated entities covered under RB-10S, 2026 and CEPCs are available at https://cms.rbi.org.in

+ TheRB-IOS provides a cost-free, expeditious and non-adversarial alterate grievance redress mechanism for customer complaints involving deficiency in service by Regulated Entities

+ Thecopyof RB-I0S is available at https://cms.rbi.org.in
How to lodge a complaint with RBI Ombudsman?

Ifa complaint against the RBI regulated entity is not resolved to your satisfaction, or if no reply is received within the applicable timelines as per the Scheme, you may file your complaint with the RBI Ombudsman:
(i) through the online ComplaintManagement System (CMS) portal at https://cms.rbi.org.in; or
(i)  byemailing to: crpc@rbi.org.in; or
(i) by post/courier to: Centralized Receipt and Processing Centre (CRPC), Reserve Bank of India, Central Vista, Sector 17, Chandigarh- 160 017.

Useful Do’s and Don'ts
Do's

v" Use CMS portal forimmediate acknowledgement, status tracking and quicker processing
v" Forlodging complaint through e-mail or physical mode use the complaint form available at hitps://cms.rbi.org.in
v" Enclose copy of the complaint filed with the entity, copy of the response from the entity (if received), any other documents relevant to the complaint.
v" Provide your contact number and e-mail ID, if available
Don'ts
% Donotlodge a complaint directly with the RBI Ombudsman without approaching the Regulated Entity first. Such complaint may not be accepted.

How to know more about lodging a complaint with RBI?

For more information, you may please refer to the Frequently Asked Questions available on https://rbi.org.in — FAQs — Consumer Education and Protection — Reserve Bank - Integrated Ombudsman Scheme, 2026, or
approach RBI Contact Centre facility with Toll-free Number: 14448,

The contact center with Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS) is available 24x7, while the facility to connect to Contact Centre personnel is available from Monday to Saturday except National Holidays, between 8:00 AM to
10:00 PM for English, Hindi and ten regional languages (Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Telugu and Tamil).

Complaints against Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation

Complaints against Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) can be lodged at the following address/ e-mail Id

The General Manager

Complaint Redressal Cell

Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation, Reserve Bank of India, 2nd Floor,
Opp. Mumbai Central Railway Station, Byculla, Mumbai — 400008

E-mail: dicgc.complaints@rbi.org.in, Contact No. 022- 2301 9645
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“Timely disposal of revenue cases,
transparency, accountability and
prompt public service must remain
every official’s priority. Negligence
will invite strict action.”

Roktima Yadav
Collector & District Magistrate, quiya
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Raipur Region

Jagannath chariots ready

for grand Rath Yatra

The preparations for Rath Yatra in Rajim have reached their final stage.

Central Chronicle News

RAJIM: Preparations for
the annual Rath Yatra of
Lord Jagannath in Rajim,
the holy city of Chhat-
tisgarh and a renowned
‘Kumbh Kalp’ site, have
entered the final phase
with great religious enthu-
siasm. The grand wooden
chariots of Lord Jagannath,
Lord Balabhadra, and
Devi Subhadra are being
beautifully decorated with
fresh colours and artistic
designs by skilled arti-
sans. A unique feature of
the Rajim Rath Yatra is
that the chariots are not
pulled by animals or vehi-
cles; instead, thousands of

devotees pull them with
ropes, considering it a
sacred privilege and an act
of spiritual devotion.

As per tradition, on

Yogini Ekadashi, Lord
Jagannath was offered a
medicinal decoction and
is currently seated in the
Mahamandap during the

symbolic period of recov-
ery. Chandrabhan Singh
Thakur, Sarvarakar of
Shri Rajivlochan Temple,
informed that on July 16,

HIGHLIGHT

oThe Lord, along with
His siblings, will be
taken out on a city
procession on July 16.

Lord Jagannath, along with
Balabhadra and Subhadra,
will begin the city proces-
sion on decorated chari-
ots. The traditional route
will pass through Kanya
Shala Road, Subhash Chan-
dra Bose Chowk, Pandit
Sundarlal Sharma Chowk,
Govardhan Chowk, and
Mahamaya Chowk before
reaching Mahamaya
Temple, regarded as the
residence of the Lord’s
maternal aunt.

Indane agency
shutdown triggers
LPG supply crisis

Central Chronicle News

ARANG:  Girija Indane
Gas Agency in Arang has
been sealed by officials
of Indian Oil Corpora-
tion following admin-
istrative action over
repeated  complaints
and alleged irregular-
ities in its operations.
The action has raised
concerns among nearly
20,000 LPG consum-
ers in the area regard-
ing the continuity of
domestic gas supply
and the arrangements
for alternative distribu-
tion. Consumers have
demanded immediate
clarification from the
administration and the
company to prevent
inconvenience.

Several  consumers

have alleged that agency
employees recently col-
lected Delivery Authen-
tication Codes (DAC)
through phone calls or
by asking customers to
visit the office, providing
slips with assurances of
cylinder delivery. How-
ever, many claim that
they did not receive the
actual cylinders despite
delivery records alleg-
edly being updated.
Consumers have sought
investigation into such
cases and demanded
strict action  against
those responsible. They
have urged authorities
to ensure alternative
arrangements at the ear-
liest so that LPG supply
remains uninterrupted
and consumer interests
are protected.

SURPRISE INSPECTION

Collector inspects
Budhanbhat jungle

primary school
KHAIRAGARH: Collec-
tor Indrajit Singh Chan-
drawal inspected the
Government Primary
School at Budhanbhat
Jungle in Chhuikhadan
block on Friday and
reviewed the school’s
academic and opera-
tional activities. During
the visit, he interacted
with students to assess
their studies, atten-
dance, and the facil-
ities available at the
school.

The Collector
inspected the kitchen
under the Mid-Day
Meal scheme and
reviewed food quality,
hygiene standards, and
the meal preparation
process. He directed
officials to ensure that
children are provided
nutritious and hygienic
meals according to the
prescribed menu.

| FARMERS ELECTROCUTED |

One killed. two critical
after electrocution

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: A farm
laborer died and two
others suffered serious
burns due to electrocu-
tion while transplanting
paddy in Piplakchhar
village near Khairagarh
on Friday, July 10. The
incident occurred when a
broken overhead electric-
ity wire fell into a water-
filled field, causing cur-
rent to spread. Laborer
Dhansay Patel died on the
spot, while Champa Sahu

!
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and Seemandas Sahu sus-

tained severe injuries and
were admitted to Civil
Hospital, Khairagarh.
Following the inci-
dent, police reached
the spot, conducted an
inquest, sent the body

o W

for post-mortem, and
started an investigation.
Angry villagers gathered
at the electricity distribu-
tion center in Pandadah,
alleging negligence by
the Electricity Depart-
ment.

State begins

I-Day celebration
preparations

DURG: Chhattisgarh has

begun preparations for this
year’s Independence Day
celebrations, with Chief Sec-
retary Vikas Sheel chairing a
high-level review meeting at
Mahanadi Bhawan. The state-
level function will be held at 9
a.m. on August 15 at the Police
Parade Ground in Raipur.
Responsibilities for parade
arrangements, security, traf-
fic management, sanitation,
seating, stage setup and cul-
tural programmes have been
assigned to respective depart-
ments. School Education and
Culture departments  will
coordinate student perfor-
mances, while the Raipur Col-
lector will oversee rehearsals.

| CYBER SCAM ACCUSED ARRESTED |

Cyber fraud accused

arrested after lon

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: District
police have achieved a
significant  breakthrough
in an online cyber fraud
case involving transac-
tions of approximately Rs
8.65 crore by arresting an
absconding accused. The
arrested accused, Rakesh
Kumar Sahu alias Rahul
Sahu (30), a resident of
Supela, Durg district, was
taken into custody on July
9, 2026. Police recovered
a mobile phone, SIM card,
and other important digi-

.
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tal evidence allegedly used
in the crime.

Based on information
received through the Gov-
ernment of India’s Coor-
dination Portal, a case
was registered at Khaira-
garh Police Station under
relevant sections of the

;I W
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Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and the IT Act.
During interrogation, the
accused allegedly admitted

his involvement, follow-
ing which he was arrested
and produced before the
court. He has been sent to
judicial custody.

| ASTITVA FOUNDATION’S INITIATIVE FOR STUDENTS |

Astitva links education, crafts and rural enterprise

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Astitva Foundation

Chhattisgarh
hands-on handicraft

organized

students of
Naveen College,

at Kaushal Kendra,

skill
development workshop for
Government
Chirko,
Patewa Block, Mahasamund,
to provide practical train-
ing in traditional crafts and
promote rural entrepreneur-
ship. The workshop was held
Mura
Village, a rural skill devel-
opment centre operated by
Astitva Grameen Hastshilp,

a

i

the organization.

the social enterprise unit of

Students received practi-
cal training in jute handicrafts
and block printing, learning
techniques that highlight the
creative and entrepreneurial

potential of traditional Indian
crafts. The initiative aimed to
encourage awareness about
cottage industries and sus-
tainable livelihood opportu-
nities while preserving indig-
enous craftsmanship.

| SEVA SETU APP|

Central Chronicle News

tion.

BIJAPUR: The government’s
citizen-centric initiative ‘Seva
Setu’ is helping people access
essential government services
in a simple, transparent, and
| timely manner through a dig-
\ ital platform. The initiative has
reduced the need for repeated
visits to government offices
and has strengthened public
confidence in the administra-

Under this initiative, Ankita
Oyam, a resident of Bhusapur
village in Usur Tehsil, received

4
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her marriage registraﬁon cer-
tificate through a quick and
hassle-free process at the Seva

Setu Centre located in the Usur
Tehsil office. Her application
(No. 2303012618000236) was
processed digitally,
certificate was handed over by
Seva Setu Managers Manjulata
Durgam and Shankar Modiyam.
Expressing
Ankita said the process was sim-
ple, transparent, and convenient
compared to earlier procedures
that required multiple office vis-
its. She appreciated the adminis-

and the

satisfaction,

o tration’s efforts and stated that

Seva Setu Centres are proving
highly beneficial, especially for
rural citizens.

Ragini Sahu selected for Intl Moon Mission

MAHASAMUND: Mahasa-
mund district has
achieved a proud mile-
stone as Ragini Sahu,
a student of Govern-
ment Ashibai Golcha
Girls’ Higher Secondary
School, Mahasamund,
has been selected as a
national finalist for the
international lunar mis-
sion ‘ShaktiSat’. She is
the only student from
Chhattisgarh to secure

a place among the 20
finalists selected from
across India.
Collector
Kumar Langeh
gratulated Ragini

Vinay
con-
and

praised her talent, dedi-
cation, and the guidance
provided by Principal
G.R. Sinha and Physics
Lecturer Chandrashek-
har Mithilesh. District

Education Officer B.L.
Dewangan and District

Mission Coordinator
Rekhraj Sharma also
extended their best
wishes.

Ragini qualified

through rigorous evalu-
ations after completing
21 modules and over
550 lessons on space,
satellites, science, inno-
vation, and engineering
through online training.

Congress targets governme

PITHORA: Congress
leader and District Pan-
chayat member from the
Basna Assembly constit-
uency, Moksh Kumar
Pradhan, has raised con-
cerns over the increasing
incidents of theft and
alleged illegal betting and
gambling activities in the
Basna and Pithora areas.
He criticized the state
government and local
administration, claiming
that the deteriorating law

and order situation has
created an atmosphere

nt over theft

of fear and insecurity
among residents.
Pradhan stated that
repeated theft incidents
have made people wor-
ried about the safety of
their hard-earned money
and property. He alleged
that illegal betting and
gambling operations are
being conducted openly,
negatively affecting the
social environment and
putting the future of
young people at risk.

| WOMAN'S SUCCESSFUL CLEFT LIP SURGERY |

Bijapur Hospital successfully performs cleft lip surgery

Central Chronicle News

BIJAPUR: A remark-
able example of advanced
healthcare services in a
remote district has emerged
from  Bijapur, = where
22-year-old Bhime Hemla,
a resident of Basaguda vil-
lage, received successful
treatment for a congenital
cleft lip deformity. Bhime
had been suffering from
a cleft on the left side of

Tl ORI & &1 ST |
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her lip since birth, which
caused difficulties in eating,
swallowing, and speaking
clearly. The condition had

affected her daily activities
and confidence for many
years.

Seeking medical assis-
tance at the District Hospi-
tal, Bijapur, Bhime under-
went a successful corrective
surgery under local anes-
thesia. The complex proce-
dure was performed under
the leadership of ENT spe-
cialist Dr. Vibhu Tiwari with
the support of operation
theatre doctors, nursing

staff, and other healthcare
workers. The surgery was
completed  successfully,
and the patient showed sig-
nificant improvement after
the procedure.

Following the treat-
ment, Bhime can now
speak more clearly and
eat and swallow normally
without difficulty. Doctors
described the surgical out-
come as highly satisfactory.
The successful operation

has brought a positive
change in her life, improv-
ing her self-confidence and
helping her move towards a
more normal and dignified
social life.

Healthcare facilities in
Bijapur district are being
continuously strengthened
under the guidance of Col-
lector Vishwadeep and
with the support of Zila
Panchayat CEO Namrata
Chaubey.

BJP conducts digital
training under campaign

FINGESHWAR: A digital
learning platform training
programme was organized
at Booth No. 97 (Ward No.
5) of Rajim Mandal under
the Deendayal Upadhyaya
Training Mega-Campaign as
part of the BJP’s organiza-
tional empowerment initia-
tive. The programme aimed
to familiarize women work-
ers with digital tools for
accessing  organizational

activities, training materi-
als, and online facilities.
Mahila Morcha District
Vice President and Man-
dal In-charge Santoshi
Srivastava highlighted the
importance of digital pro-
ficiency in the present era.
She stated that the platform
enables workers to access
information about party
policies, ideology, training
programmes.

JOB FAIR

Dongargarh job
fair boosts youth
employment
opportunities

RAJNANDGAON: A dis-
trict-level job fair was orga-
nized at Government Nehru
Post-Graduate College, Don-
gargarh, providing employ-
ment opportunities to local
job seekers. Deputy Director
(Employment) Vishnu Kumar
Kedia informed that 327 can-
didates participated in inter-
views conducted by various
employers during the fair. Out
of these, 105 applicants were
selected for different entry-
level positions, while appoint-
ment letters were distributed
to 17 selected candidates on
the spot. The selection process
for the remaining candidates
is still underway, and infor-
mation regarding their status
will be provided through the
employment portal.

SEIZED

Mining department
seizes two illegal
limestone hyvas

RAJNANDGAON: Under
the direction of Collec-
tor Jitendra Yadav, the
Mining Department is
continuing strict action
against illegal mining,
storage, and transpor-
tation of minerals in
the district. As part of
this campaign, a team
of the department
conducted surprise
inspections in areas
including Kariyatola,
Kohka, Mohara, Oxy-
zone, Dumardihkala,
Chaveli, and Sukuldai-
han. During the inspec-
tion, two Hyva trucks
involved in the illegal
transportation of lime-
stone aggregate were
seized.

PROTEST PLANNED
Memorandum
submitted ahead of

stale prolest
KHARORA: A dele-
gation of the Chhat-
tisgarh Assistant
Teacher/Samagra
Shikshak Federation
visited the Raipur
Collector’s office on
Tuesday and submit-
ted a memorandum
addressed to the Chief
Minister through the
Collector. The organi-
zation informed the
administration about
its proposed one-day
state-level protest
on July 15, 2026, and
sought necessary per-
mission for conduct-
ing the programme.
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Fun&locus

Which 1974 Bollywood *
movie inspired by the elec-
tion slogan used by Zulfigar
Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s

Party in 1970?

Who was the only Chief
Justice of India to have
held the post of President
of India, temporarily, on

three occasions?

e Which European emperor

rode the Marengo?

100-year-old British Indian

o Fauja Singh has been cer-
tified by Guinness World
Records for what sporting
record?

Which snake catches bats

in the tops of mangrove

trees?

Where is Newcastle of the chasﬂ

adage ‘Carry coal to New- upglmﬁ;ne

castle’ located?

Which referee is famous for

having “eyes like a hawk”

and no hair?
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‘The mightiest trunk of
the animal kingdom

An elephant’s trunk contains up
to 150,000 individual muscle
units. It is incredibly versatile,
allowing the animal to breathe,
drink, act as a snorkel, and pick
up objects as tiny as a blade of
grass. Elephant calves stand up
within 20 minutes of birth.

SCIENCE WATCH

Seismic signals &
infrasonic rumbles

Elephants produce low-fre-
quency infrasonic rumbles that
humans cannot hear, but which

can travel up to 20 miles through
the ground and be detected by

other elephants through their
bone vibrations. Historically,

Ramprasad, the incredibly brave
war elephant belonged to King

‘This animal never
forgets

Elephants have massive brains.
Their brains are heavy, and the
temporal lobe—the part associ-
ated with memory—is larger and
denser than a human’s, which
is the scientific basis for the
saying that elephants “never
forget”. Much folklore too has
proved this point.

Maharana Pratap.

RANDOM STORY OF FIFA WORLD CUP 4

When New Zealand’s Tyler Bindon took
the field in the second half as substitute,
he gave the World Cup its first ever moth-
er-son duo. His mother Jenny Bidon as
a goalkeeper played for New Zealand
women’s in the 2007 & 2011 FIFA Wom-
en’s World Cup. There are many cases of
father-son duo in the FIFA World Cup. But
Bindon mother-son duo is the sole repre-
sentative in the exhaustive list. Image of
Jenny Bidon from 2011 Women’s World
Cup against Mexico!!!

WOMEN’S WORLD CUP C‘D

© GERMANY
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ATELL ME WHY? ~
Why do the leavesof a |
touch-me-not plant close |
when we touch them?

The touch-me-not plant’s leaves close on touchlng
due to a touch stimulus known as ‘thigmonasty’.
This is a mechano-sensory response in the plant.
Generally, the water and cell contents apply pres-

BEFORE TOUCH

,ﬁ?..

AFTER TOUCH

sure to the cell wall allowing the plant and leaf to

HOW IT WORKS
have a rigid structure, in the process. However, | . o
. . . g " Toush x:\_ ~ o K lo]
when disturbed, certain chemicals are released | « = . ine JL
including potassium ions in the plant. These "” __
chemicals reduce the cell pressure in the leaf of i i Low turgor
the plant, forcing it to close or shrink. iLoaf apori (Leaf clases)

Three friends have set a world record
for completing the longest ever jour-
ney by taxi. The trio arrived in Covent
Garden, London, earlier after driving
43,319.5 miles (69,716.12km) in their
20-year-old black cab Hannah. Paul
Archer, 23, from Gloucestershire,
Johno Ellison, 27, from Leeds, and
Leigh Purnell, 23, from Staffordshire,
began their journey 15 months ago.
They have driven across four conti-
nents and 50 countries.

A WORD OF THE DAY ~

’t
l

~

Acquisitive |

MEANING:
Having a strong desire to own or acquire
more things; eager to gain possessions.

EXAMPLE:
Some people are so acquisitive that they are never
satisfied with what they already have.

SYNONYMS:

Greedy, Avaricious, Covetous, Materialistic and Possessivi

ANTONYMS:
Generous, Content, Selfless, Unselfish and Altruistic.

JULY 12 - THE DAY IN HISTORY

« July 12 marks several pivotal moments in Indian history, most
notably the 1823 launch of the Diana, India’s first steam-powered
vessel in Kolkata, and the 1982, birth of Achanta Sharath Kamal
the first Indian to win a gold medal in the Commonwealth Games.

« The day is also remembered as the 2012, passing of Dara Singh,
the internationally renowned freestyle wrestler.

« This very day, in 1776: Captain James Cook departed Plymouth,
England aboard the HMS Resolution and in 1979, the central Pacific
nation of Kiribati gained independence from the United Kingdom.

« Other notable figures born on this day include American inventor
George Eastman in 1854, Chilean poet Pablo Neruda in 1904, and
Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai in 1997.

Daily Horoscope

ARIES

Your polite behaviour

will be appreciated. Many
people will shower verbal
praise on you. Married
couples may have to

spend a lot of money on
the education of their
children today. This period
is also good for taking your
parents into confidence
regarding your new projects
and plans.

Gemini )

You are likely to spend

your time in sports to
maintain your physical
stamina. Financially, you
will remain strong. Due to
the benefice placement of
planets and nakshatras,
you'll come across numerous
opportunities to earn money
today. Your ability to impress
others will bring rewards.
Correspondence needs to be
handled with care.

Leo

Rise in family medical
expenses cannot be ruled out.
Investment concerning your
residence will be profitable.
The jovial nature of family
members will lighten up the
atmosphere at home. You
may be overwhelmed by
proposing as it unburdens
you. The day is good. Hence,
along with others, you will
be able to make some quality
time for yourself.

Libra

Periodical breakdown may
cause you some problems.
Take a complete rest to

keep your nervous system
functioning. Wise investments
will only fetch returns-
therefore be sure where

you put your hard-earned
money. If communications and
discussions don’t go well- you
could lose your cool and say
things- which you would regret
later-Think before you speak.

Sagittarius )

You are likely to impress
people around you with

your positive outlook and
confidence. Those who

are operating small-scale
businesses can get any advice
from their closed ones today,
which can benefit them
financially. Travel program
made well in advanced might
get postponed due to the
health problems in the family.

Aquarius

Keep yourself involved in
activities that will help you
keep your cool. Even if you
keep tackling money issues
throughout the day, you are
likely to attain profits in the
evening. Friends will invite
you over to their place for
an enjoyable evening. Your
energy levels will be high- as
your beloved seems to bring
you immense happiness.

Taurus

Your swift action will
motivate you. To achieve
success-change your ideas
with time. This would
broaden your vision-widen
your horizon-improve your
personality and enrich your
mind. Today, one of your
siblings can borrow money
from you. Although you
will fulfil their wish, but it
can worsen your financial
hardships.

Cancer )

Today’s entertainment should
include sports activities

and outdoor events. Your
unrealistic planning will lead
to paucity of funds. Evening
at the movie-theatre or dinner
with your spouse seems to
keep you in a relaxed and
wonderful mood. Romance
will be exciting-so contact the
person you love and make the
best of the day.

Virgo

Health will remain fine
despite a busy schedule.

A friend of yours can ask
you to lend a big amount
today. You helping him out
can financially cripple you.
Evening with friends will be
pleasurable. Your presence
makes this world a worthy
place to be for your beloved.
Nothing is impossible as
long as there’s a will to
overcome it.

Scorpio )

You would get relief from
the tensions and strains of
life which you have been
experiencing for long. It is
right time to change your life
style to permanently keep
them a bay. Today you can
easily raise capital- collect
outstanding debts- or ask

for funds to work on new
projects. Pending household
jobs will take up some of your
time.

Capricorn )

Pleasure trips and social
get-togethers will keep you
relaxed and happy. Today
you should focus on issues
related to land, real estate,
or cultural projects. Do
things that will make you
feel happy, but try to stay
out of other peoples affairs.
Boundless creativity and
enthusiasm leads you to
another beneficial day.

Pisces )

Don’t get nervous and lose
your confidence as you meet
some high profile persons.

It is as essential for good
health as capital for business.
Today, you won't need to
spend your own money, as an
elder of your house can help
you with your finances. Your
dominating attitude towards
your family members will
only start useless arguments
and can bring criticism.

ADREAM DESTINATION %

A YES OR NO A

Circle.

of the century.

The Atlantic Road is like a ribbon
lay out on sea. It connects a chain of
islands in Norway, close to the Arctic
Called  Atlanterhavsveien
in Norwegian, the 8km stretch is
marked by bridges, dips and arches,
scary twists, breathtaking views and
crashing waves. There are facilities
for boating, fishing and so on. It's one
of the world's most scenic drives. But ¢
it's also among the most dangerous
because of the frequent blizzards.
Construction began in 1983 and
ended in 1989. During the period, the
area was hit by 12 windstorms. The
road was hailed as the construction

as noble gases.

table.

[} Helium, neon and argon are known

Arrangement of chemical elements in
a tabular form is known as the element

m Ozone gas in our atmosphere protects us
against ultra-violet rays of the sun.
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3] Magnets attract all metals except iron. : ,{ 1%

) Mercury is a metallic element that is in Q
liquid state in room temperature.
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! 1. European country (6)
! 4. 1maginary perfect
1

. place (6)

8. Enchantment (5)
1 9. Infuriated (7)

1 10. Fail to care for (7)
1 11. Receiver of stolen
I goods (5)

! 12. Wrecked (9)

! 17. Be evasive (5)
: 19. North African

, country (7)

| 21. Greedy eater (7)
| 22.S American

I mountain range (5)
I 23. Method (6)

I 24, Infrequently (6)
: Down

1 1. The sign of the twins (6)

1 2. Betrothed (7)

: 3.Go by bike (5)

1 5.Frugal (7)

I 6. Heathen (5)

: 7. Patron saint of Scotland (6)
1 9. Amuse (9)

: 13. Ghost (7)

, 14.Made fun of (7)

1 15. Upper parts of legs (6)

: 16. Kidnapper's demand (6)

| 18.Smears (5)

1 20. Place of burial (5)
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India’s private credit
industry can become USD
100 bn by 2050.

Dinesh Kumar Khara
Trust Chairperson, NPS
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The Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Chirag Paswan at the celebrations of approving 200,000 loans under the PMFME scheme, in New Delhi on July 11.
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IMF sees India on strong
path to developed nation

IMF says sustained economic growth, structural reforms, stronger manufacturing, skilled workforce
and deeper trade integration are essential for India to achieve developed nation status by 2047.

Press Trust Of India

WASHINGTON: Sustained
high growth and continu-
ity in reforms will put India
on the path to emerge as
a developed economy by
2047, the International
Monetary Fund said here.
The remarks came a day
after the IMF’s update to
the World Economic Out-
look (WEO) said India was
one of the fastest-grow-
ing economies in the
world and a key engine of
growth.

“Our WEO update that
we published yesterday
(Wednesday) projects that

the economy is going to
remain resilient with a
more balanced risk out-
look than we had in April.
Growth for fiscal year
2026-2027 is projected at
6.4 per cent, rising to 6.7
per cent,” Julie Kozack,
Director of the Communi-
cations Department of the
IMF, said in a press confer-
ence here. She said achiev-
ing developed nation sta-
tus would require India to
continue to have sustained
high growth levels over a
long period of time and
under a range of options.
“For example, things like
population growth, cur-

6.7

© IMF backs reforms,
projects sustained
high growth for India’s
development journey.

rency movements, etc.
But importantly, as you
note, India would need
to continue on the path
of reform,” Kozack said
in response to a question
from PTI. She said India
has made significant prog-
ress in structural reforms,
such as implementing a

new labour code, conclud-
ing new trade agreements
and advancing deregula-
tion at the state level. “I
think for India to achieve
this objective, we encour-
age India to build on this
progress, further active
efforts to strengthen skills
in the economy, increase
flexibility in the labour
market, to reduce costs
for businesses, costs asso-
ciated with clients and
regulation, and to deepen
trade integration. Those
are some of the reforms
for India going forward,”
Kozack said. On the ques-
tion of manufacturing, she

said there was evidence of
supply chain diversifica-
tion benefiting India. “The
gains so far have been con-
centrated in some areas,
most visibly in electronics.
So, for example, India’s
electronics exports rose
by 24 per cent in fiscal
year 2026. Smartphones
have become one of the
country’s largest export
products,” Kozack said.
The IMF official said much
of this increase in produc-
tion for exports seems
to be happening through
domestic contract manu-
facturers rather than for-
eign-directed ones.

FM to meets heads of
PSU banks on Monday

Press Trust Of India

Sitharaman reviews
FCNR deposits, over-
seas borrowing plans
with PSU banks.

NEW DELHI: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
is scheduled to meet
heads of public sector
banks (PSBs) on Monday
to review progress of for-
eign currency deposit
mobilisation  excercise
being undertaken by
them. In a bid to attract
foreign currency depos-
its by Non-Resident Indi-
ans (NRIs), Overseas Citi-
zens of India (OCIs) and
Persons of Indian Origin
(PIOs), the Reserve Bank
of India last month with-
drew, till September 30,
interest rate ceiling on
fresh Foreign Currency
Non-Resident (Bank)
deposits of 3-5 years’
maturity. The move
came at a time when
FCNR(B) deposit inflows
weakened sharply, with

4 - /

in FY25. The Finance
Minister will chair a
meeting of public sec-
tor banks and financial
institutions,  including
IDBI Bank, on mobilisa-
tion of FCNR(B) depos-

its, Overseas Foreign
Currency Bonds and
External Commercial

Borrowings on July 13,
sources said. Under the
new arrangement, the
RBI is offering a conces-
sional foreign exchange
swap facility to banks for
FCNR(B) deposits with
maturities ranging from
three to five years. This
significantly reduces the

|[ANNUAL REPORT |

JSW Cement eyes next phase
of aggressive expansion

Press Trust Of India

JSW targets ambi-
tious growth with
expansion.

NEW DELHI: JSW Cement,
part of USD 23 billion
JSW  Group, said its
next growth phase will
be “larger and more
demanding” and the
coming years will require
simultaneously ramping
up capacities, expanding
into new markets, and
enhancing capacity utili-
sation, said its Managing
Director Parth Jindal in
the latest annual report.
Besides, it will have to
strengthen its ground
granulated blast furnace
slag  (GGBS) business,
improve cost competi-
tiveness, grow premium
products, deepen digital
adoption and accelerate
sustainability initiatives,
he said while addressing

demanding. It will also
be full of opportunity.
India’s growth story
needs cement companies
that can scale responsi-
bly, produce efficiently
and support lower-car-
bon construction. We
are building ourselves for
that role,” he said. The
company said it is advanc-
ing its vision to become
one of India’s top five
cement companies, with
plans to scale up capac-
ity to 60 million tonnes
per annum (MTPA) in the
long term. “JSW Cement
is advancing its vision to
become one of India’s top
five cement companies
through expansion of its

FACTFILE

® Capacity expansion,
sustainability drive
remain priorities.

efficiency and sustain-
ability. The Company’s
vision is to reach a capac-
ity of 60 MTPA,” said the
company in its maiden
annual report, which was
listed last year.

JSW Cement’s current
grinding capacity stands
at 24.10 MTPA, supported
by 9.74 MTPA of clinker
capacity. Its consolidated
sales grew 10.1 per cent
to 13.51 MTPA. Looking
to FY27, Jindal said the
company must “ramp
up new capacities, enter
new markets, raise uti-
lisation, strengthen the
GGBS franchise, improve
cost competitiveness,
grow premium products,
deepen digital adop-
tion and accelerate sus-
tainability actions” all

net inflows dropping to cost banks incur in hedg- | the shareholders. manufacturing footprint, at once, calling this the
just USD 946 million in ing foreign currency “Our next phase along with a clear focus phase that will test the
FY26 from USD 7.1 billion  exposure. will be larger and more on enhanced operational organisation’s depth.

| Q1 RESULTS |

Bank of Maharashtra Q1 profit jumps 27% to Rs 2,020 cr

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Public sector
lender Bank of Maharash-
tra (BoM) reported a 27
per cent jump in net profit
to Rs 2,020 crore for the
April-June quarter of the
current fiscal, helped by
a decline in bad loans and
improvement in interest
income. The Pune-based
lender had posted a net
profit of Rs 1,593 crore

in the year-ago period.
Total income in the quar-
ter under review rose to
Rs 9,063 crore from Rs
7,879 crore in the same
period a year ago, BoM
said in a regulatory filing.
Commenting on quarterly
numbers, BoM managing
director and CEO Nidhu
Saxena said that Return
on Assets (ROA) improved
to 1.9 per cent against
1.8 per cent in the first

& M
Bank of Maharashtra
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quarter of FY26. Interest
earned by the bank grew
to Rs 8,037 crore as com-
pared to Rs 7,054 crore in
the June quarter of FY26.
Net Interest Income (NII)
grew by 15 per cent to Rs
3,770 crore in QIFY27 as
against Rs 3,292 crore for
QIFY26.

Operating Profit has

shown a growth of 21 per
cent to Rs 3,117 crore as
against Rs 2,570 crore for
the first quarter ended
FY26. Asked about the
provision for Expected
Credit Loss (ECL), he said
the bank has made a pro-
vision of Rs 250 crore.
The bank’s asset quality
showed improvement
as gross non-performing
assets (NPAs) declined
to 1.45 per cent of gross

advances at the end of
the June quarter FY27
from 1.74 per cent a year
ago. Similarly, net NPAs
or bad loans declined to
0.13 per cent as against
0.18 per cent in the year-
ago period. Provision Cov-
erage ratio improved to
98.55 per cent as on June
30, 2026, as against 98.36
per cent as at the end of
the first quarter of the pre-
vious financial year.

BizBriefs
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FOREX RESERVES DURING WEEK ENDED FULY 3
India’s forex Kitty jumps USD 7.26
billion to USD 674.19 billion

INDIA'S
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MUMBALI: India’s forex reserves jumped
USD 7.26 billion to USD 674.193 billion
during the week ended July 3, the
Reserve Bank of India said on Friday.
In the previous reporting week, the
forex kitty had dropped by USD 5.654
billion to USD 666.933 billion.

The kitty had expanded to an all-
time high of USD 728.494 billion dur-
ing the week ended February 27 this
year before the onset of the Middle
East conflict, which led to several
weeks of a drop as the rupee came
under pressure and the RBI had to
intervene in the forex market through
dollar sales. Prime Minister Narendra
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Modi has also made multiple public
appeals starting May 11 to countrymen
to conserve forex by cutting down on
foreign travel, limiting fuel use and
refraining from gold buys for a year.
For the week ended July 3, foreign
currency assets, a major component
of the reserves, increased USD 4.51 bil-
lion to USD 545.578 billion, the central
bank’s data showed.

Expressed in dollar terms, the for-
eign currency assets include effects of
appreciation or depreciation of non
-US units, such as the euro, pound,
and yen, held in the foreign exchange
reserves.

Q1 RESULT

D-Mart’s QI net profit
up 1.3 pc to
Rs 860.44 crore

NEW DELHI: Avenue Supermarts Ltd,
which owns the retail chain D-Mart,
has reported an 11.33 per cent
increase in its consolidated net profit
to Rs 860.44 crore for the June quar-
ter of FY2026-27. The company had
posted a net profit of Rs 772.81 crore
in the April-June quarter a year ago,
according to a regulatory filing from
Avenue Supermarts. Its revenue from
operations was up 14.9 per cent to Rs
18,794.53 crore during the quarter
under review. It was at Rs 16,359.70
crore in the corresponding quarter
of the last fiscal. “PAT margin stood
at 4.6% in QIFY27 as compared to
4.7% in QIFY26,” the company said
in its earnings statement on Saturday
evening. Total expenses of Avenue
Supermarts in the June quarter were
up 15.11 per cent to Rs 17,637.17 crore.
Its total income, which includes other
income, was Rs 18,820.31 crore, up
14.9 per cent in the June quarter.
Commenting on the performance of
the Brick and Mortar business, Man-
aging Director & CEO, Anshul Asawa,
said two-year-and-older DMart stores
grew by 5.5 per cent during Q1 FY27
as compared to 7.1 per cent in Ql
FY26.

INVESTMENT

Naveen Jindal plans
Rs 70,000 investment
in Jharkhand

NEW DELHI: Industrialist Naveen Jindal
announced
plans to
invest over Rs
70,000 crore
to set up steel,
nuclear energy
and renewable
energy  proj-
ects in Jhark-
hand. The
group has also
signed an agreement in this regard
with the government of Jharkhand,
Jindal said in a video message.

“I am pleased to announce that
the Naveen Jindal Group proposes
to invest more than Rs 70,000 crore
across steel, nuclear energy and
renewable energy projects in the
state,” he said. The proposed invest-
ment includes Rs 40,000 crore in
steel, strengthening Jharkhand’s man-
ufacturing ecosystem and -creating
around 10,000 direct employment
opportunities, besides generating
significant opportunities for MSMEs,
downstream industries and local
entrepreneurs. The group also pro-
poses to invest Rs 30,000 crore in
nuclear energy.

‘DESTINATION TRIPURA: BUSINESS CONCLAVE-2026"
Tripura has immense potential in manufacturing,
logistics due to strategic location: Goyal

AGARTALA: Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said Tripura has
immense potential to emerge as a man-
ufacturing and logistics hub because
of its strategic location and connec-
tivity with Bangladesh. Addressing
the inaugural session of the two-day
‘Destination Tripura: Business Con-
clave-2026’ virtually from New Delhi,
Goyal said the northeastern state has
undergone significant transforma-
tion over the past decade under the
Centre’s Act East Policy. “Tripura has
unlimited possibilities in the manufac-
turing and logistics sector because of
its strategic location, surrounded by
Bangladesh on three sides. The state
should leverage its strengths to pro-
mote exports of MSME products, and
the Commerce Ministry will extend
all possible support,” he said. Tripura
shares an 856-km international border
with Bangladesh, while Sabroom in
South Tripura is located about 75 km
from Bangladesh’s Chittagong Port.
Goyal said the state’s business environ-
ment has improved significantly with
the development of highways, inland
waterways, railways and air connec-
tivity under the Centre’s HIRA (High-
ways, Internet, Railways and Airways)
model. “Tripura lacked basic infra-
structure for business a decade ago,
but the overall scenario has changed
after implementation of the HIRA
model,” he said. He said projects such
as the Agartala-Akhaura rail link and

the Maitri Setu connecting Sabroom

with Bangladesh have enhanced
Tripura’s connectivity and strength-
ened its potential as a trade gateway to
Southeast Asian countries.

Goyal said Tripura’s Gross State
Domestic ~ Product (GSDP)  has
increased from Rs 19,208 crore in
2011-12 to around Rs 90,000 crore in
2024-25. He also pointed to the state’s
abundant natural resources, includ-
ing rubber, bamboo, agarwood and
tea, as key advantages for industrial
development. Welcoming around 1200
business leaders, entrepreneurs and
investors, Chief Minister Manik Saha
said the state expects to sign memo-
randa of understanding (MoUs) worth
around Rs 1 lakh crore during the two-
day conclave. “Our strategic location,
the Agartala-Akhaura rail link and the
Maitri Setu have positioned Tripura as
a gateway to Southeast Asia.
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‘Bihar led ‘second
freedom’ in Emergency

g?

Press Trust Of India

VP recalled his
participation in the
famous JP movement.

PATNA: Vice President CP
Radhakrishnan on Satur-
day said Bihar had not
only played a crucial role
in the country’s freedom
struggle but also led the
“second independence
movement” during the
Emergency.

Speaking at the inau-
gural session of a two-

1o

]

.4‘*‘:5

i, 3

Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan being presented a memento by Bihar Assembly Speaker Prem Kumar.

day orientation pro-
gramme for Bihar MLAs
in Gayaji district, he
urged legislators to work
for the welfare of peo-
ple.
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Itis informed to the general public
that |, Leeladhar, son of Manna
Lal Sonboir, resident of House

No. 116, Ward No. 16,
Dhorabhatha, Tumribod,
Dongargaon, District
Rajnandgaon (CG) 491441,
hereby swear that | have given up
my old name Leeladhar and have
taken the new name Vishal.
Hence, from today onwards, |
should be known and identified by
my new name Vishal in all
government, semi-government
and other documents,

“Bihar had not only
played a crucial role
during the country’s
freedom struggle but
also led from the front
the second indepen-
dence movement dur-
ing the Emergency,”
Radhakrishnan said.

He recalled his par-
ticipation in the famous
JP movement as a col-
lege student, which, he

claimed, deeply shaped
his political journey.
Between June 25,
1975 and March 21, 1977,
India was placed under
a state of Emergency
under Article 352 of the
Constitution. The vice
president said that Bihar
has produced numer-
ous luminaries, from
Rajendra Prasad to Jay-
aprakash Narayan and
Karpoori Thakur, who

dedicated their lives for
the betterment of the
poor.

“Elections are indeed
fought on party lines,
but when elections are
over, it is our respon-
sibility to work collec-
tively for people and
development. Ideas may
differ on the floor of the
House, but the Constitu-
tion should serve as our
common guide,” he said.

Highest-ever
participation

BENGALURU: Amazon
India announced that
its 10th edition of Prime
Day was its fastest Prime
Day ever, with one in two
items on deal being deliv-
ered in just minutes, in
cities with Amazon Now.
Spanning across catego-
ries from premium elec-
tronics and beauty to
everyday essentials, cus-
tomers enjoyed ultrafast
deliveries, with same-day
deliveries surging over 3X
and reaching Tier 2 and
3 cities such as Hoshiar-
pur, Ujjain and Dharwad
amongst others. With
more than 70% of new
Prime sign-ups coming

Press Trust Of India

PATNA: Jan Suraaj Party
founder Prashant Kishor
on Saturday called the
BJP candidate’s decision
to withdraw his candida-
ture from the Bankipur
assembly bypoll in Bihar
“unprecedented”, and
claimed that the saffron
party “lacks a candi-
date of calibre”. Kishor,
who is contesting the
by-election on his party’s
ticket, claimed that usu-
ally, nominees of BJP’s
rivals withdraw from

BJP lacks candidate
of calibre:

Kishore

electoral contests due to
“pressure or fear from
the saffron party”. In an
abrupt development,
the BJP on Friday named
youth wing leader Neeraj
Kumar Sinha as its candi-
date for the bypoll to the
Bankipur assembly seat
in Patna, after nominee
Abhishek Kumar Sinha
pulled out citing “family
reasons”.Until now, peo-
ple across the country
have withdrawn from
electoral contests due
to pressure or fear from
the BJP.

from tier 2 and 3 cities,
Prime has truly become
a membership for Bharat.
Akshay Sahi, Vice Presi-
dent - Prime & Customer
Fulfilment Experience,
India and Emerging
Countries, Amazon, said,
We love helping our cus-
tomers save big, and
Prime Day.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is lo inferm to the public that the Sale
deed Dated 06/03/2009 is registered in the
office of sub registrar Raipur, Vide Book No.
A1, Volume No. 43253, Serial Mo. 8396 Kh,
Pages 59 to 97 in the name of Smt. Smyiti Jain
for the Part of Kh. Mo. 2876, Area 5000 Sq.
FiL., Situated at Khilora, P. C. No. 03/135,R. 1
C. Abhanpur, Tahsil - Abhanpur, Dist. Raipur
(C.G.} in respect of property owner has been
lost/Misplacad by Owner Mohammad Sabil
Anmad, The FIR has been placed for lost of
the above said Sale deed by the owner.

Mohammad Akhtar Khan RIO Krishna Nagar,
Near Latif Manjil, Santoshi Nagar, Raipur,
Tahsil & Dist, Raipur (C.G.) has applied fon
loan from Tata Capital Housing Finance
limited, Raipur Branch heraby invites claims
& objections, if any, for the mortgage the
above said proparty within the 07 days from
the date of publication of this natice along
with relevant procfs and documents
supporting the claim in my office. i no
objections are received within above
mentioned time, without any reference o
such claims and the claims if any shall be
deemed o have been given up or waived.
Reaipur
Dated 11/07/2026
Vijay Shankar Tiwari (Advocate)
779, "Gauri - Kesar, Kun]" Sundar Nagar
Raipur (C.G.)
Maobile 94252-08045

Bank of India

=1e]

The following locker holders are hereby informad that, despite repeated reminders, the locker rent remains unpaid and the lockers are not
being operated. Therefore, you are advised to deposit the outstanding locker rent within 15 days from the date of publication of this notice
and inform the Branch Manager. Failing this, the Bank shall be compelled to break open the locker in accordance with applicabie rules, at
yourrisk and responsibility. Further, please note thatoverdue rentamears ifany, along with break open charges will be recovered from you,

Fawwara Chowk, Digvijay College Road,

LOCKER OVERDUE NOTICE

SN.!Nama of Locker Holder Address |Locker No.| Amount Due Date
1. |D.RATNAKAR Tulsipur W.N.16, Gali No.03, Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarn, 481441, | 000027 |T24780.00 | 26/01/2014
2. |PRATIBHADAS Killapara, Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh-491441, | 000047 |¥24780.00 |30M12/2012
3. |NEERU SHARMA |H.N&22, State Bank Colony, Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh-491441 | 000078 |2 14868.00 | 13110/201%

Date @ 12.07.2026, Place : Rajnandgaon

Authorised Officer, Bank of India 2
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We'll take you home

Home First Finance Company India Limite
CIN: L65990MH2010PLC240703, Website: homefirstindia.com
Phone No.: 180030008425 Email ID: loanfirst@homefirstindia.com

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Imnmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

d APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to rule 8 (6)]
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE

PROPERTIES

'W ﬁﬁ“ EU_SI'W a—.fl Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Co-Borrower (s} as per column (i) that the below described immovable properties as per column (iil) mortgaged'charged to the Secured Creditor, the physical possession of which has

ﬁ : been taken by the Autharised Officer of Home First Finance Company India Limited for realization of its dues plus interest as detailed hereunder and whereas consequent upon failure (o repay the dues, the undersigned in exercise of power canferred under Section 13(2) of

- the said Act proposes to realize dues by sale of the said property/fies and it will be sold on “As is whena is”, "As is what is”, and "Whataver there is" as described hereunder. The auction will be conducted *On Line®, for the recovery of amount due from Bomrower (s) and Co-
RGN IR R il ( m Barrower () as per column (i), due to Home First Finance Company India Limited.
O OTE . Sr. | Name Borrower (s) PROPERTY ADDRESS Dateof | Demand | pateof | Reserve | EMD | Dateand | LastDate&Timeof | Numberof
202602100100022/25/7-121/ 7 2025-26| No. |and Co-Borrower (s) Demand | Notice | possession| Price | Amount | Timeof | Submission OfEmd& | Authorised
" S ¥, Notice Amount Auction Documents officer
1T - ¥, 00,0, Wi ararfera, 1. |Neha Sharma, Ashok | Land bearing Part of Knasra No. 179/ Area 1955 Sq. Ft., Praperty Situated at Mouja- Datrenga, PH. | 03-02-2026 | 1372759 | 07-04-2026 | 1094800 | 109480 27.07-2026 25072026 8197388148
Haee-24, T VR, e Kumar Sharma No 84, R.|.C.- Dharsiwa -18 Kandul Tahsil & District Raipur (C.G.). Raipur, Chhattisgarh, 492102 (11am-2pm) (upto Spm)
Torem- TaqY (B.) sennn TTET Bounded by Morth-Road, South-Saller's Surplus Land, East-Road, Wast-Seller's Surplus Land.
At
; E-Auction Service Provider E-Auction Website/For Details, Alc No: for depositing Branch IFSC Name of

El'ii%fa-oi 'E““' Wamﬁgm;??r Other terms & conditions EMD/other amount Code Beneficiary
ﬂ.ﬂ[ﬂ;', : firerd, Taditer = Company Name : e-Procurement Technalogies Lid, {Auction Tiger), http:{fwww. homefirstindia com 911020005835824- ) UTIED000009 Autharzed Officer,
Rt (o.m) o iferer&rmor Help Line Mo :079-35022160 / 149 / 182 Canlact Person : Ram Sharma -8000023297 https://nomefirst.auctiontiger.net Home First Finance Company India Ltd Home First Finance Company
TR A o g e & et e-ail id : ramprasad@auctiontiger.net and support@auctiontiger.net, Axis Bank LId., Bangalore KT Ingia Limited
st ;rfhgférﬂmr afte gevlert 2ty Bid Increment Amount - Rs. 10,000/-. The sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Web Portal (hitpsihomefirst auctiontiger.net). E-Auction Tender Document containing online e-auction bid form, declaration, General Terms &
wieyfafge wad sffam, 2002 & Conditions of online auction sale are available at Portal Site. To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorized Officer, there is no encumbrance on the properties. However, the intending bidders should make their own independent inquiries regarding the
HWNT 14 & g aqﬁem SRT encumbrances, fitle of propertyfies put on auction and claims/ ights/ dues/ affecting the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction adverisement does not constitute and will not be desmed to constitute any commitment or any representation of Home First, The
TS de o O A AT ﬁasas property is being sold with all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unknown to Home First. The Authorised Officer/ Secured Creditor shall not be responsible in any way for any third-party claims/ rights/ dues. The sale shall be subject to rules/conditions
a7 ¥ A Tt T A ﬁ prescribed under the securifization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, In case of any discrepancy English Version of the Notice will be treated as authentic.
224, TEd Afw, wio 7-06 G!Zﬁ STATUTORY 15 days SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

inferestand cost.

Dale: 12-07-2028 Place: Raipur

The borrower/ guarantors are hereby notified to pay the sum as mentioned in the demand notice along with upfo date interest and ancillary expenses before the date of e-Auction, failing which the property will be auctioned! sold and balance dues, if any, will be recovened with

Signed by Authorized Officer, Home First Finance Company India Limited

homefirs

We'll take you home

Home First Finance Company India Limite
CIN: L65990MH2010PLC240703, Website: homefirstindia.com

Phone No.: 180030008425 Email ID: loanfirst@homefirstindia.com

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the publicin general and in paricular to the Borrower (s) and Co-Borower (s) as per calumn (if) that the below described immovable properties as per column (il morigaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the physical possession of which has
been taken by the Authorised Officer of Home First Finance Company India Limited for realization of its dues plus interest as detailed hereunder and whereas consaquent upon failure to repay the dues, the undersigned in exercise of power conferred under Section 13(2) of
the said Act proposes fo realize dues by sale of the said properiyfies and it will be sold on *As is where is”, *As is whatis”, and "Whatever there is" as described hereunder, The auction will be conducted “On Ling”, for the recovery of amount due from Borrower (s) and Co-
Borrower (s) as per column (i}, due to Home First Finance Company India Limited.

d APPENDIX- IV-A [See proviso to rule 8 (6)]
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE
PROPERTIES

whatsoever.
Date: 10/07/2026

adequate parking space) on rental basis for shifting of branch including ATM room with
separate entrance. The interested person should submit their offer in an envelope super
scribing the name of branch location mentioned as above. Inside this envelope, two separate
sealed envelopes containing related formats with the name “Technical Bid" and “Price Bid”
should be mentioned. Your offer in the prescribed format should be received by 03.08.2026
by 4.00 PM to Regional Head, Regional Dfice Bilagpur, In front of Gumbar Petrol Pump,
Vyapar Vihar Road, Bilaspur- 495004 (C.G.). These formats can be obtainsd in-persan
form the above mentioned office during the office hours (10:00 AM to 05:00 PM) or can be
downloaded from e-Procurement portal tenders.gov.in/ or Bank's website
www.unionbankofindia.co.in under Tender section along with advertisement of this tender.
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all bids without assigning any reason

Authorised Officer

bl it mﬁ ?‘ﬁm T W Sr. | Name Borrower (s) PROPERTY ADDRESS Dateof | Demand Date of Reserve | EMD Date and Last Date & Time of |  Number of
Vishal (VISHAL) | P e % )| No. | and Co-Bomower 5] Demand | Nofice | possession| Price | Amount | Timeof | SubmissionOfEmd& | Authorised
Resident - House No. 116, Ward | § st =zt ﬁiﬂ ﬁa;ﬂ@w s Notice Amount Auction m;;;ﬁ officer
No. 16, Dhorabhatha, Tumribod. i e I 1. | Laldev Yadav Kamdev Plot-Property Land bearing Part of Khasra No, 1527/2, Area 500 Sq, Ft. Situated at Mouja | 06-05-2026 | 12,25,176 | 07-07-2026 | 10,00,000 | 1,00,000| 11-08-2026 ] 8197386148
6 Bl i ﬁ‘fgmﬁfg’;‘ggﬁ“ﬁ Yadav, Indradev Yadav | Sankara, P. H. No. 08, RI.C. Amleshwar, Tahsil Patan, District Durg (C.G.), Raipur, (11am-2om) (upto Spm)
Dongargaon, District Siolapia i i _ Chhatlisgarh-491111 Bounded by:East -Road West-Land of RamaviarNorth -Sellers
Rajnandgaon (CG) 491441 | [T ot (@) remainingland,Souih-Land of Ramaviar
2. | Gound Satendra Kumar, | House-Propery Diverted Land bearing Plot Mo, LIG- 71, Comprised on Khasra No. 1328120 | 06-05-2026 | 16,15,838 | 07-07-2026 | 1591560 | 159,156 | 11-08-2028 (9-08-2026 8197388148
qﬁﬂﬁl’jﬁ Lm CLCLLCU Y Rogonal e Biaspr, T or, Oppoile Gumber el Pun, Gound Ashama Devi Area 0.0050 Hectare or 54.00 Sq. Mir,, Property Situated at Mouja-Parsada, PH. No. 13, {11am-2pm) {upto 5pm)
Vyapar Viber Road, Bikaspur, C.6) 485004 R.I.C.-Kumhari, Tahsil Bhilai-3 & District Durg (C.G.). Kumhari Chhattisgarh-
. B 480042 Bounded by: East-LIG-102 West-Road Narth -LIG-72 South-LIG-T0
Requirement of Premises on Rent ¥ S e Ty — - —
A k — It II- . i f E-Auctlan S'EWiGE Pl'ﬂ'c‘idEf =ALCTIoN 5 or 5, C NO: 1or 0siing ranc dme 0
Eaﬂﬁ;‘;“;uf;;'s&“;',',';‘:;":{ffn%f,i,"e”[fj"’a;: :rwe SR R Other terms & conditions EMD/other amount Code Beneficiary
Place- Commercial Area/ Region Desirable Carpet Area Company Name : e-Procurement Technologies Ltd. (Auction Tiger). hitp:/fwww homefirstindia. com 911020005835624- . UTIB000000 | Authorized Officer,
Kawardha, Dist.-Kabirdhaam 1400 = 10 % SqFeet Help Line No ..079-35022160 / 149 /182 Contact Person ; Ram Sharma 8000023297 https:/ihomefirst auctiontiger.nat Home First Finance Company India Ltd Home First Finance Company
The proposed premise should preferably be on the Main Road and Ground Floor {with e-Mail id : ramprasad@auctiontiger.net and supparif@auctiontiger.nel Auis Bank Ltd., Bangalore KT India Limited

Bid Increment Amount - Rs. 10,000/-. The sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the Web Portal (https:ihomefirst auctiontiger.net). E-Auction Tender Document containing onling e-auction bid form, declaration, General Terms &
Canditions of cnline aucfion sale are available at Porial Site, To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorized Officer, there is no encumbrance on the properties. However, the intending bidders should make their own independent inquiries regarding the
encumbrances, fifle of propertyfies put on auction and ciaims/ rights! dues/ affecting the property, prior to submitting their bid. The e-Auction advertisement does not constitute and will not be deemed to constitute any commitment or any representation of Home First. The
propertyis being sold with all the existing and future encumbrances whether known or unknawn to Hame First. The Authorised Officer/ Secured Creditor shall not be responsible in any way for any third-party claims/ rights/ dues. The sale shall be subject to rulesiconditions
prescried under the securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, In case of any discrepancy English Version of the Notice will be treated as authentic.

STATUTORY 30 days SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

interestand cost.
Date: 12-07-2026  Place; Raipur

The borrowerf guaraniors are hereby notified fo pay the sum as mentioned in the demand notice along with upto date interest and ancillary expenses before the date of e-Auction, failing which the property will be auctioned! sold and balance dues, ifany, will be recovered with

Signed by Authorized Officer, Home First Finance Company India Limited
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Comment

Established 1974 Volume 51 No. 277
OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Success comes only to those who are fearless,
determined, and consistent in their efforts.”

[ Swami Vivekananda ]

| OUR VIEW |

Air Power Rankings
Reflect India’s
Rising Strength

ndia’s emergence ahead of China in the World Directory of
IModern Military Aircraft (WDMMA) Global Air Powers Rank-

ings 2026 is more than a symbolic achievement. It reflects
the growing professionalism, operational readiness and balanced
modernisation of the Indian Air Force (IAF). Ranked sixth glob-
ally, one place above China’s People’s Liberation Army Air Force
(PLAAF), the IAF has demonstrated that quality and capability
can outweigh numerical superiority. The rankings deserve
attention because they evaluate far more than fleet size. WDMMA
considers factors such as aircraft modernity, logistics, combat
readiness, inventory balance, training, special missions and oper-
ational experience. Although China possesses more than twice as
many aircraft as India, the assessment recognises that a capable
air force is defined by effectiveness rather than numbers alone.
This distinction carries important strategic significance. In an era
marked by regional tensions and evolving security challenges,
maintaining a technologically advanced and combat-ready air
force is essential for safeguarding national interests. India’s
investment in skilled personnel, operational doctrine and a bal-
anced force structure has evidently strengthened its global stand-
ing. The rankings also highlight the importance of self-reliance
in defence. Indigenous programmes, improved maintenance
capabilities and the steady expansion of the domestic aerospace
industry have contributed to enhancing the IAF’s operational
efficiency. Continued investment in advanced fighters, transport
aircraft, drones, air defence systems and force multipliers will
be crucial to sustaining this advantage. However, there is no
room for complacency. Air power is constantly evolving, driven
by rapid technological advances in artificial intelligence, stealth
systems, unmanned platforms and electronic warfare. India
must accelerate defence modernisation, strengthen indigenous
research and development, and ensure timely procurement of
next-generation capabilities. The strong showing of the Indian
Navy’s and Army’s aviation wings also underlines the growing
importance of joint military preparedness. Modern warfare
demands seamless coordination among all three services. Global
rankings are not trophies to celebrate indefinitely but bench-
marks to improve upon. India’s higher position should inspire
greater confidence while reinforcing the need for sustained
reforms, technological innovation and strategic investment.
Preserving this advantage will require continuous commitment to
modernisation, self-reliance and operational excellence, ensuring
that India’s air power remains a credible pillar of national secu-
rity in an increasingly uncertain world.

| GUEST VIEW |

Keep Life’s Enthusiasm
Alive Forever

rowing old is an unavoidable part of life, but it

should never be viewed as a period of decline.

Instead, it offers an opportunity to enjoy the
wisdom, freedom and experience gained over the
years. Thanks to advances in healthcare and better
living standards, people today are living longer and
healthier lives, making it possible to remain active and
productive well into old age. Maintaining physical and
mental well-being is the key to a fulfilling life. Regular
exercise, a balanced diet, yoga, meditation and routine
health check-ups help keep the body fit, while reading,

writing, gardening, music,
puzzles and learning new
technologies keep the mind
sharp. Staying socially con-

nected through family, friends

and community activities also
helps prevent loneliness and
promotes emotional happi-
ness. Family members play

a vital role by offering love,
respect and companionship,

while senior citizens should embrace changing times
with an open mind. Retirement should not mean inac-
tivity. Older adults can continue contributing by men-
toring, volunteering, teaching or sharing their valuable
experiences. Age is only a number when enthusiasm
remains alive. A positive attitude, gratitude and a
willingness to keep learning enable every individual

to lead a joyful and meaningful life. Growing older is
not life’s end but the beginning of another rewarding
chapter filled with purpose and hope.

Dr Vijay Garg

Indian Economy Stays Resilient

he global economy is nav-
Tigating one of its most

uncertain phases in recent
years. Escalating geopolitical
tensions, particularly in West
Asia, strained relations between
Iran and the United States, vola-
tile energy prices, disruptions in
maritime trade routes, and per-
sistent supply-chain challenges
have created an increasingly
fragile economic environment.
While these developments have
affected countries worldwide,
India, as one of the world’s fast-
est-growing major economies,
faces unique challenges due to
its dependence on imported
crude oil.

The Asian Development
Bank recently revised India’s
GDP growth forecast for fis-
cal 2026 from 6.9% to 6.6%.
Although such a downgrade
may appear concerning, it must
be viewed against the back-
drop of slowing global growth.
The International Monetary
Fund projects global economic
expansion at around 3% in
2026, with advanced economies
expected to grow by only 1.7%.
The United States is projected
to grow by 2.3%, the euro area
by 0.9%, Japan by 0.6%, and
China by 4.6%, while India is
expected to maintain growth
between 6.4% and 6.6%. This
performance continues to posi-
tion India among the world’s
strongest-performing major
economies.

The biggest immediate chal-
lenge remains rising crude oil
prices. Since India imports the
majority of its energy require-
ments, expensive oil directly
increases the country’s import

bill and fuels inflation. Higher
fuel prices raise transportation,
freight, aviation, manufacturing
and fertiliser costs, ultimately
pushing up the prices of essen-
tial commodities. Inflation
reduces consumers’ purchasing
power, particularly among low-
and middle-income households,
forcing families to cut discre-
tionary spending and slowing
overall economic demand.

Geopolitical instability has
also disrupted global supply
chains. Security concerns along
major shipping routes have
increased freight charges, insur-
ance premiums and delivery
times. These disruptions are
especially difficult for micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), which often operate
with limited financial reserves.
Rising input costs and shrinking
profit margins can quickly cre-
ate liquidity problems, even for
otherwise viable businesses.

Recognising these pressures,
the government has expanded
support through the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS) 5.0. By July 2026, over
411 lakh guarantees worth
more than Rs 1.55 lakh crore
had been issued, with nearly
98% benefiting MSMEs. How-
ever, timely access to affordable
working capital remains crucial
to ensure that emergency credit
strengthens businesses rather
than creating future debt bur-
dens.

Despite these headwinds,
several structural strengths con-
tinue to support India’s econ-
omy. The country’s vast domes-
tic market provides a significant
buffer against external shocks.

Satish Singh

Senior Banking and
Economic Columnist

Unlike export-dependent econo-
mies, India benefits from strong
internal consumption, which
continues to sustain economic
activity despite inflationary pres-
sures. The IMF has identified
resilient private consumption
and a vibrant services sector as
major drivers of India’s growth.

India’s services sector
remains another pillar of sta-
bility. Information technology,
financial services, consulting,
healthcare and other knowl-
edge-based industries continue
to generate employment, income
and export earnings. While man-
ufacturing faces challenges from
global uncertainties, the services
sector has consistently sup-
ported economic resilience.

Public investment in infra-
structure has also emerged as a
powerful growth engine. Contin-
ued spending on highways, rail-
ways, ports, airports and logis-
tics networks stimulates demand
across  industries, including
steel, cement and construction.
Improved infrastructure also
enhances productivity, lowers
logistics costs and strengthens
India’s long-term competitive-
ness.

Foreign investment pro-
vides another encouraging
signal. According to the latest
World Investment Report, India
recorded a 44% increase in for-
eign direct investment inflows
during 2025, reaching nearly
$38.9 billion and ranking among
the world’s leading FDI destina-
tions. Such strong investor con-
fidence, despite global uncer-
tainty, reflects faith in India’s
long-term growth potential, large
consumer market and expanding

Amid Global Challenges

manufacturing capabilities.

Looking ahead, policymakers
face the delicate task of balanc-
ing inflation control with sus-
taining economic growth. Rising
oil prices and imported inflation
may require careful monetary
management by the Reserve
Bank of India. However, inter-
est rate adjustments alone can-
not address supply-side shocks
caused by expensive energy or
geopolitical disruptions. Mon-
etary policy must therefore
work alongside fiscal support,
improved logistics, stable energy
supplies and targeted assistance
for vulnerable sectors.

Strong GDP growth should
not lead to complacency. Struc-
tural challenges such as employ-
ment generation, rural demand,
income inequality and private
investment require continued
attention. Sustainable economic
progress must translate into
quality jobs, rising household
incomes and stronger productiv-
ity across sectors.

India is not immune to global
crises, but its economic resil-
ience remains remarkable.
Supported by a large domes-
tic market, a dynamic services
sector, sustained infrastructure
investment and growing investor
confidence, the country contin-
ues to outperform most major
economies. The real measure of
success, however, will be India’s
ability to convert this growth
advantage into broad-based
prosperity, ensuring that eco-
nomic expansion creates lasting
opportunities for businesses,
workers and households while
strengthening the nation’s long-
term economic foundations.

Right to walk in cities or a struggle?

India’s urban transformation must prioritise pedestrians alongside infrastructure, ensuring safe,
accessible and inclusive streets where every citizen can walk with dignity, confidence and security.

Dr. Satyavan Saurabh

at an unprecedented pace.

Expressways, flyovers,
metro corridors and smart city
projects are transforming urban
landscapes, yet one essential
question remains unanswered:
are our cities designed for peo-
ple or merely for vehicles? The
ability to walk safely is not a
privilege but a basic civil right
that reflects the quality, inclu-
siveness and humanity of urban
development.

Millions of Indians walk
every day. Schoolchildren,
senior citizens, women, labour-
ers, street vendors, people with
disabilities and public transport
users all depend on walking
for part of their daily journeys.
Despite this reality, pedestrians
remain the most neglected road

India’s cities are expanding

YOURLETTERS

users. Broken or encroached
footpaths, unsafe crossings and
speeding traffic force people
onto busy roads, making pedes-
trians among the most vulnera-
ble victims of road accidents.

This imbalance highlights
the issue of spatial justice—the
fair distribution of public space.
Roads are public assets meant
for everyone, not just motorists.
However, most Indian cities con-
tinue to prioritise faster vehicle
movement over safe human
mobility. Sidewalks often disap-
pear midway, while illegal park-
ing, utility poles and roadside
encroachments leave little room
for pedestrians.

The consequences extend far
beyond traffic inconvenience.
Unsafe streets limit the mobility

Indonesia partnership enters bold strategic new era

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Indonesia strengthens bilat-
eral ties and strategic cooperation. The proposed BrahMos missile
deal reflects growing trust and shared Indo-Pacific security interests.
Expanding collaboration in defence, maritime security, port connectivity
and the blue economy will enhance regional stability. Indonesia’s stra-
tegic location and critical mineral resources make it a key partner for
India. Continued diplomatic engagement and technological cooperation

will ensure lasting mutual prosperity.

——

of women, discourage elderly
people from stepping outdoors
and make independent move-
ment nearly impossible for per-
sons with disabilities. Poorly
lit roads, inaccessible cross-
ings and the absence of ramps
reduce freedom, dignity and
equal participation in public life.

Globally, the concept of
walkable cities has gained rec-
ognition because it improves
public health, environmental
sustainability and local econo-
mies. Regular walking reduces
lifestyle diseases such as obe-
sity, diabetes and heart ail-
ments while lowering pollution,
fuel consumption and carbon
emissions. Pedestrian-friendly
neighbourhoods also strengthen
community interaction and

" .
" Cities for People,
- Not Just for Vehicles

Safe Streets. Equal Access.
Dignity for All.
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boost small businesses as peo-
ple spend more time in local
markets. The United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
emphasise inclusive, safe and
accessible cities. A truly devel-
oped city should be judged not
by the speed of its traffic but by
how safely and comfortably its
residents can walk. Smart cit-
ies cannot rely solely on digital
technology and surveillance;
they must provide barrier-free
pathways, safe crossings and
welcoming public spaces for all
age groups.

Road safety must therefore
become people-centric. Every
urban road project should
include continuous footpaths,
clearly marked zebra crossings,
ramps, tactile paving for the visu-

ally impaired, pedestrian signals
and adequate street lighting. Ille-
gal parking and encroachments
on sidewalks should be removed
through strict enforcement.
Around schools, hospitals, mar-
kets and public institutions,
pedestrian safety zones with
reduced vehicle speeds should
become mandatory.

Urban planners should also
adopt the concept of “Com-
plete Streets”, where pedestri-
ans, cyclists, public transport
and motor vehicles receive
balanced space instead of giv-
ing overwhelming priority to
private cars. Equally important
is changing public behaviour.
Parking on footpaths, ignoring
zebra crossings and refusing
to yield to pedestrians are not
merely traffic violations but vio-
lations of fellow citizens’ rights.

The right to walk is closely
linked to equality, safety, health
and environmental sustainabil-
ity. Cities built exclusively for
cars may appear modern, but
they cannot be considered truly
civilised. The true measure of
urban progress lies in ensuring
that every citizen—especially
the most vulnerable—can walk
freely, safely and with dignity.
Only then will India’s cities
become genuinely inclusive and
worthy of being called smart.

Government must clarify E20 fuel confusion immediately

ensuring the successful adoption of cleaner fuels.

Rajkumar Kailasam, Kannur

Conflicting claims about E20 petrol have left consumers confused and uncer-
tain. While vehicle manufacturers support ethanol-blended fuel, many fuel sta-
tions promote costly additives, creating doubts about its safety and performance.
Without clear, evidence-based information from the government, motorists
remain vulnerable to misinformation and unnecessary expenses. Transparent
public awareness campaigns, supported by scientific data, are essential to build
consumer confidence and prevent exploitation across the fuel supply chain while

Shivkumar Mishra, Raipur
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“Who stood on the ground, shoulder to
shoulder, to rescue my beloved people of Karur
during the tragic incident on September 27 last
year? Who worked sleeplessly, day and night, at

the forefront to help my Karur family?”

V Senthil Balaji
DMK Leader

Rajnath highlights soldier
resolve in Al warfare

On Saturday, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh attended the
commissioning ceremony of INS Mahendragiri.

Press Trust Of India

VISAKHAPATNAM:
Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Sat-
urday said that while
future wars may increas-
ingly involve Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and
advanced technologies,
victory will continue
to depend on national
resolve, trained soldiers,

and strong military
capabilities.
He made these

remarks during the com-
missioning  ceremony
of INS Mahendragiri,
a frontline stealth frig-
ate, and highlighted the
importance of balanc-
ing emerging technolo-
gies with conventional
defence systems. Singh
stated that new-age tech-
nologies and traditional
military platforms are
not alternatives but com-
plementary  elements
of modern warfare. He
emphasized that con-
ventional  capabilities
remain essential for ful-
filling the fundamental
principles of war, even
as technologies such as
Al, drones, cyber war-
fare, hypersonic weap-

7

ons, and space-based
systems transform the
battlefield. Highlighting
India’s growing defence
manufacturing capabili-
ties, the Defence Minis-
ter said Andhra Pradesh
has emerged as a major
centre for defence and
aerospace production.
He noted that the suc-
cessful induction of INS
Mahendragiri  reflects
India’s increasing ability
to design, develop, and
build advanced com-
bat platforms through
indigenous  expertise.
Describing maritime
security as closely linked
with economic security,
Singh said the seas play
a crucial role in trade,
supply chains, energy
security, and national

aa

growth. He reaffirmed
India’s commitment to
the SAGAR (Security
and Growth for All in
the Region) vision and
described the Indian
Navy as a trusted secu-
rity partner and net
security provider in the
Indo-Pacific region.

The Minister high-
lighted the Navy’s role
in humanitarian assis-
tance, disaster relief,
anti-piracy operations,
and evacuation mis-
sions.  Referring to
recent operations, he
stated that under Oper-
ation Urja Suraksha, the
Navy safely escorted
merchant vessels carry-
ing essential cargo worth
over Rs 9,000 crore,
protecting both national

HIGHLIGHT

® He stated that human
resources are still
valuable even in the
age of Al warfare.

security and economic
interests. Speaking
about INS Mahendrag-
iri, Singh described it
as a powerful blue-wa-
ter warship capable of
countering threats from
the air, surface ves-
sels, and submarines.
The ship is equipped
with indigenous sys-
tems, including a rocket
launcher, torpedo
launchers, an Integrated
Anti-Submarine Defence
System, Electronic War-
fare suite, and Close-In
Weapon System. He said
the commissioning of
the warship strength-
ens India’s maritime
strategy by enhancing
security on the eastern
coast and expanding the
Navy’s operational reach
across the Indian Ocean
Region. The vessel rep-
resents India’s progress
towards defence self-re-
liance and technological
advancement.

River cleanup

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Development Author-
ity (DDA) will organize
‘Yamuna Dialogues’ in
September this year as a
multi-stakeholder initia-
tive aimed at rejuvenat-
ing the Yamuna River.
Ahead of the main event,
the DDA conducted a
consultation  workshop
involving government
institutions, policy-
makers, environmental
experts, urban planners,
and other stakeholders.
The workshop marked
the beginning of a partici-
patory process to create a
shared vision for sustain-
able restoration, conser-
vation, and development
of the Yamuna flood-
plains and ghats in Delhi.
Discussions focused on
floodplain-sensitive plan-
ning and ghat develop-
ment, including infra-
structure aligned with
natural flood cycles and
designs integrating eco-
logical, cultural, recre-
ational, and religious
aspects.

The initiative follows
Lieutenant Governor
Taranjit Singh Sandhu’s
visits to the Yamuna
floodplains and review
meetings with officials.
Sandhu emphasized
that citizens, experts,
and stakeholders must
actively participate in the
river’s rejuvenation, mak-
ing it a collective civic
mission rather than only
a government responsi-
bility.

Officials
suspended

LAKHIMPUR KHERI: Three
forest department person-
nel have been suspended
for negligence following
the recovery of a truck
carrying khair wood in the
South Kheri forest divi-
sion, officials said on Sat-
urday. The truck, which
was dispatched by the
Uttar Pradesh Forest Cor-
poration to its Chhauch
depot, failed to reach its
destination and was later
found on the Gola-Si-
kandrabad road in the
Maheshpur forest range.
Forester V Nagar, forest
beat in-charge Abhishek,
and Uttar Pradesh For-
est Corporation logging
assistant Shiv Murta were
suspended with imme-
diate effect for alleged
negligence in issuing the
transit permit. Officials
stated that preliminary
investigations  revealed
lapses in the permit pro-
cess. A 15-member inquiry
team has been formed to
verify whether the recov-
ered wood matches the
transit permit details and
to determine its original
source.

Press Trust Of India

SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Satur-
day urged the Centre not
to interpret his patience
over the restoration of
statehood as a sign of
weakness and demanded
clarity on what the gov-
ernment means by the
phrase “appropriate
time” for fulfilling the
commitment. Addressing
a large workers’ conven-
tion at the mausoleum
of his grandparents in
Hazratbal on the 26th
death anniversary of
his grandmother Akbar
Jehan, Abdullah said he
had learned the impor-
tance of patience from
her, but emphasized that
patience is a strength and
not a symbol of silence or
helplessness. He stated
that waiting patiently
does not mean giving up
the demand for rights.

| OMAR’S ATTACK ON BJP |

J-K CM demands timeline
for statehood restoration

“Patience is our strength,
our voice, and God will-
ing, it will become our
success,” he said, assert-
ing that the people of

Jammu and Kashmir
should not be taken for
granted. Questioning
the Centre’s approach,
Abdullah  asked why
the government was
willing to engage in dia-
logue with the people of
Ladakh but not with the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir. He said that

after forming the govern-
ment, he had given the
Centre time to fulfill its
promises, choosing dia-
logue over confrontation
despite political risks.
The Chief Minister
alleged that the elected
government in Jammu
and Kashmir was being
restricted from func-
tioning effectively. He
claimed that governance
was being controlled
through the Lieutenant
Governor’s office and

questioned the purpose
of holding elections if the
elected representatives
were not allowed to exer-
cise authority.

Abdullah  said his
party’s electoral victory
had become a “punish-
ment” for the people of
Jammu and Kashmir and
accused the Centre of
undermining the man-
date given by voters. He
added that his govern-
ment continued work-
ing despite challenges
because of its commit-
ment to public service.

Seeking a clear expla-
nation from the Centre,
Abdullah asked what
steps were required for
the “appropriate time”
for statehood restoration
to arrive. He questioned
whether the phrase
meant waiting for a par-
ticular political outcome
and urged the govern-
ment to openly clarify its
position.

| SHAH'S HOPE FOR YOUNG READERS |

‘Encourage students to develop reading habit’

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday  inaugurated
the Jayaprakash Narayan
Public Library in the
NDMC area and empha-
sized that the strength
of a country’s future can
be judged by the pres-
ence of young readers
in libraries rather than
only by economic indi-
cators.

Addressing the inau-
gural ceremony, Shah
said that knowledge and
wisdom are the founda-
tion of nation-building
and libraries play a vital
role in developing these
qualities. He urged the

library administration
to connect with schools
in nearby constituencies
and encourage students
to develop a reading
habit, stating that books
help young people
understand and differ-
entiate between right
and wrong.

The Home Minister
highlighted that the
library provides access
to around 32,000 books
and one crore e-books.
He expressed hope that
libraries across Delhi
would be connected
with schools to promote
learning among youth.

Shah also praised the
NDMC for naming the
facility after Loknayak

Jayaprakash  Narayan,
recalling Narayan’s con-
tribution to the freedom
struggle and his commit-
ment to public service.
Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta described
the library as a valu-
able facility for stu-

“If you want to
assess the future of a
country, it cannot be

done by looking at
how prosperous its
agriculture is, how
crowded its markets
are, or how many
industries it has.
It can be assessed
by seeing how
crowded its libraries
are and whether
youngpeople are

there.”
Amit Shah
Union Home Minister

dents, especially those
preparing for competi-
tive examinations such

as UPSC. She said the
modern reading centre
would provide a suitable
study environment for
young aspirants.
Developed by NDMC
at Mandir Marg, the
library has a seating
capacity of 200 read-
ers at a time. The facil-
ity includes more than
30,000 books, an e-li-

brary  section  with
access to over five lakh
e-books, digital cata-

logue services, library
halls, a multipurpose
hall, and lift facilities.
The centre aims to
provide comprehen-
sive physical and digi-
tal learning resources
under one roof.

MYSURU: Karnataka BJP President B
Y Vijayendra on Saturday opposed
the reported proposal of the state
government to include Kambala, the
traditional buffalo race of the coastal
region, in this year’s Mysuru Dasara
celebrations.

Vijayendra said Mysuru Dasara has
its own unique heritage, traditions,
and cultural significance, which must
be preserved by every government.
He supported the concerns raised by
Mysuru royal family scion and MP
Yaduveer Krishnadatta Chamaraja
Wadiyar, who has also objected to
including Kambala in the festival.

The BJP leader stated that decisions
affecting the sanctity of Dasara should
not be taken without proper discus-
sion. He appealed to Chief Minister D
K Shivakumar to ensure that the tradi-
tional identity of the festival remains
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BYP CRITICIZES CONGRESS
Vijayendra opposes Kambala plan
for Mysuru Dasara

intact. At the same time, Vijayendra
acknowledged that Kambala is an
important part of Dakshina Kannada’s
culture and suggested that it should be
organised on a grand scale in its native
region.

Chief Minister Shivakumar had ear-
lier announced that Mysuru Dasara
2026 would be celebrated for 11 days
with new programmes showcasing
Karnataka’s diverse cultural traditions.
The inauguration is scheduled for Octo-
ber 11, while the famous Jamboo Savari
procession will be held on October 21.

Wadiyar said Mysuru respects
coastal traditions and Kambala as a cul-
tural sport but questioned the need to
include it in Dasara. He urged the gov-
ernment to cancel the proposal, stat-
ing that priority should be given to the
smooth and transparent organisation
of existing Dasara events.

Four deaths at
govt hospital

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
Under Regulation 32 & 33 of IBBI {Liquidation Process Regulations), 2016

Ecomaister Beads India Private Limited (In Liquidation)
Date & Time of the Auction: 2Tth July 2026 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM

spark high-

level probe participation in E-Auction

JAIPUR: Four women,

Liquidatar of Ecomaister Beads India Private Limited hereby invites Eligible Bidder(s) for

herein, on As is Where is, Whatever There is and Without recourse basis as per the auction
schedule stated herein and as per the detailed terms, conditions & process listed in Bid
Document which can be downloaded from hitps://ibbi baanknet com/ o can be obtained
by sending an email to cirp ecomaister@omail.com.

sale of Assets of Ecomaister Beads India Private Limited listed

determine the exact
causes of the deaths.
District Collector
Dr Inderjeet Singh
Yadav visited the hos-
pital and reviewed
the situation with
senior health officials,
including the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer. He stated that
four maternal deaths
were reported dur-
ing the period, with
two patients admitted
in critical condition
and two cases involv-
ing caesarean proce-
dures. A five-member
committee of doctors
has been constituted
to conduct a detailed
investigation into the
incidents. A medical
team from Jaipur is
also expected to assist
in the inquiry.

auction.

ineligibility under section

Reg. Address:

including a minor, [[ Asset Location Reserve Price (INR)[EMD (INR}
died at the govern- | ||Plantand | Inside the premises of M/S. JSW B85,27,500 852,750
ment-run Mahatma Machinery | STEEL, VIJAYANAGAR WORKS

: P R E-Auction Timelinas:
G.a ndhl. Dlstr_lct HO? [_Event Description Date |
pital in Rajasthan’s |[issuance of Auction Adverlisement 13th July 2026
Banswara district | |[Time for the bidders to inspect the assats in auction |13th July 2026 to 25th July 2026
between Ju]y 7 and | ||Last date of submission of bid documents and other 25th July 2026

: : documents, incuding 294 ERgibility Undertaking and

10, following which  |lented bdgers
authorities have ini-| | [Gate of E-aucten 27th July 2026
tiated an inquiry to | Important Notes:

1. E-Auction will be conducted on “AS IS WHERE 1S”, "AS IS WHAT 15",
“WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS" and “WITHOUT RECOURSE BASIS™.

2. The Complate E-Auction process document containing details of the Assets, online
e-auction Bid Form, Declaration and Undertaking Forms, General Terms and Conditions]
of online auction sale are available on website hitp:/fibbi baanknet.com/

3. In case, a bid is placed in the last 5 minutes of the closing time of the e-auction, the
closing time will automatically get extended for 5 minutes with uniimited extension. On
closure of Auction process the Liquidator in consultation with the Committes of
Creditars ("CoC"), shall declare a Successful Bidder and a communication ta that effect
will be issued through electronic mode.

4. The Successful Bidder shall bear the applicable transfer charge, fees ete. and afl the
local taxes, duties, rates,

§. The EMD of the Successful Bidder shall be retained towards part sale consideration
and the EMD of unsuccessful bidders shall be refunded without any interest, bank
charges and any other charges. The EMD shall not bear any interest.

6. Interested applicants are required to submit requisite documents and deposit EMD
amount on hitps:\ibbl.baanknet.com by logging into the portal as buyer, and also
required to submit the eligibility decuments on the same portal.

7. The Liguidator, in consultation with the CoC has the absolute right to accept or reject
any or all offer(s) or adjourn/postponefcancel the e-Auction or withdraw any asset or
portion thereof from the auction at any stage without assigning any reason thereof,

8. As per proviso to section 35(1) {f) of the Code, the interested bidder shall not be
eligible to submit a bid if it fails to meet the eligibility criteria as set out in section 294 of
the Code (as amended from time to time).

9, Prospective bidders shall submit an undertaking that they do not suffer from any

ineligible at any stage the eamest money deposited shall be forfeited.

10. The Successful Auction bidder shall provide balance sale consideration within
30 days from the date of issuance of Letter of Intent by the Liguidator, Payment made
after 30 days shall attract interest at the rate of 12%. The sale shall be cancelled if the
payment is not received within the 90 days from the date of Letier of Intent

11. The szle shall be subject to provisions of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 201
and regulations made thereunder.

Liquidator for Ecomaister Beads India Private Limited-In Liquidation
AFA No.: AA1/13507/02/311226/108471 (Valid till 31-Dec-2026)

Date: 13th July 2026 Place: Raipur

assessment charges, fees ele. in respect of the assets put on

294 of the Code to the extant applicable and that if found
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CA Deepak Kumar Jain

Rey. No: IBBIPA-D01/IP-P0O2284/2020-20211 3507
Pumima, D-356/5 Tagore Magar, Raipur, Chhattisgarh-402001

Req E-mail ID: deepak1780@yahoa.com
Process Email: cirp.ecomalster@gmail.com

Chola

Emter a better life]

CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Gorporate Office: Chola Crest, C 54 & 55, Super B-4, Thiru Vi Ka, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Ghennai - 600 032.

Branch Office: Shop No.- Tth Floar, Currency Tower, VIP Ghowk,
G.E. Road, Telikandha, R , Gl

POSSESSION NOTICE Under Rule 8 (1)

and expenses betore notification of sale.

WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of W/s. Cholamandalam Investment And Finance Company Limited,
under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Szcurity Interest Act, 2002 harginafter called
the Act and in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13[2] read with Rules 3 of the Security Interest [Enforcement) Rules,
2002 issued demand notices calling upon the borrowers, whose names have been indicated in Column (B] below on dates
specified in Column (C) to repay the outstanding amount indicated in Column [D] below with interest thereon within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the said notice. The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrowers in
parficular and the Public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the properties mortgaged with the
Company described in Column [E] herein below on the respective dates mentioned in Column [F] in exercise of the powers
conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the Act read with Rule 3 of the Rules made there under.

The borrowers in particular and the Public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the properties mentioned in
Column ([E] below and any such dealings will be subject to the charge of M/s. Cholamandalam Investment And Finance
Company Limited for an amount mentioned in Column [D] along with interest and other charges. Under section 13 [8] of the
Securitisation Act, the borrowers can redeem the secured asset by payment of the entire outstanding including all costs, charges

1. Ramesh Kumar Palel Sfo-
Gangadhar Patel {Applicant) ,

2. Hemkunwar Patel W/o- Ramesh
Kumar Patel (Coapplicant) Both Add..

09/07/2026

Dale of Demand/|  Owistanding Details of Prop
Name and Address of the . erty
Borrower/s and Loan Account No. P"‘:ﬁﬁ"“ g Possessed
Loan Account - " B4 All That Piece And Parcel Of The Residential Proparty
MLOTMGMO0000063436 WARIEE) 31,13,318.00 | BearingKnasraNo.546/1,547/1 Ang

as on 08/04/2026
with further
interest therson

147511, Having Area- 0.01 Hect,, 0.02 Hecl, And
0.1 Hect. Respectively, Situzted At Mouzagram
Chanat, PH.N.- 02, R.N.M.- Jamdarha, S.KN.- 12,

R/D: Block No. 06, Near Jagannath Mandir, Patel Para, Villzge- Chanat, Post- Chanat,
Tehsil- Basna, District- Mahasamund (C.G.)- 493555. 3. M/s. R.K. Pouliry Farm
(Co-Applicant), Through Its Proprigtor- Ramesh Kumar Patel, Ward No. 08, Near
Jagannath Mandir, Patel Para, Basna, Dist.- Mahasamund (C.G.) 493555 .

Tehsil- Basna, District- Mahasamund (C.G.).

1. Khasra No. 546/1 Bounded By: Norih- Land Of
Mohan, South- Land OF Luvkumar, Easl- land Of
Ajay, West- Land Of Damrudhar

2. Khasra No. 547/1 Bounded By: North- Land Of

Luvkurnar, East- Land Of Chandar Singh, West- Land Of Ambika Prasad.

Ajay, South- Road, East- Land Of Luvkumar, West- Land OF Ajay. 3. Khasra No, 1475/1 Bounded By: North- Road, South- Land Of

Date: 11.07.2026, Place: Raipur (C.G.)

Authorised Officer] Cholamandalam investment And Finance Company Limited
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‘Dhamaal 4’ is
rare comedy
chasing

‘Treasures of
Life’

Ajay Devgn returns with another
entertaining comedy packed
with hilarious adventures
everywhere.

Dhamaal 4 hits theatres on Friday.

hamaal 4 returns with
Deverything fans have

loved about the fran-
chise crazy adventures, over-
the-top comedy and a lively
ensemble cast. Directed by
Indra Kumar, the film follows
a group of eccentric characters
chasing the mysterious “Trea-
sure of Life,” only to find them-
selves caught in a whirlwind of
hilarious misunderstandings
and unexpected situations.
The plot is simple, but the film
never loses sight of its goal:
making the audience laugh.
Ajay Devgn leads the chaos
with effortless confidence,
while Arshad Warsi once again
proves why he remains one
of Bollywood’s finest comic
actors. Riteish Deshmukh adds
his trademark energy, and
the trio’s chemistry keeps the
film entertaining from start

HIGHLIGHT

® The treasure hunt
sparks hilarious chaos,
unforgettable moments
and nonstop comic
madness throughout.

to finish. Their comic timing
elevates even the most outra-
geous moments, making them
enjoyable. The screenplay
relies on slapstick humour,
witty one-liners and visual
comedy rather than emotional
depth. While a few side tracks
slow the pace briefly, the
film quickly regains momen-
tum whenever the main gang
reunites. The jokes land more
often than they miss, and the
fast-paced storytelling ensures
there is rarely a dull moment.
Visually, the film looks bigger

and more polished than its
predecessors, with colourful
locations and vibrant produc-
tion values adding to the fun.
The background score com-
plements the energetic mood
without overpowering the
comedy. Although the climax
feels predictable and doesn’t
offer any major surprises, it
stays true to the franchise’s
playful spirit. Dhamaal 4 isn’t
trying to reinvent the series;
instead, it delivers exactly
what audiences expect light-
hearted entertainment with
plenty of laughs. If you’re
looking for a stress-free fam-
ily entertainer packed with
humour, familiar faces and
nonstop madness, Dhamaal
4 is a worthwhile big-screen
watch that celebrates comedy
without taking itself too seri-
ously.

“The Invite’is a

Central Chronicle News

livia Wilde’s The Invite
Ois a sharp, funny

and thought-pro-
voking relationship drama
that explores the realities
of long-term marriage with
honesty and humour. Set
almost entirely over a dinner
party, the film follows mar-
ried couple Joe (Seth Rogen)
and Angela (Olivia Wilde),
whose evening with their
new neighbours slowly turns
into an emotional examina-
tion of love, desire and the
distance that quietly grows
between partners over time.
The screenplay cleverly bal-
ances awkward comedy with
heartfelt conversations. What
begins as a simple dinner
soon evolves into discussions
about attraction, unconven-
tional relationships, ageing,
financial privilege and per-
sonal insecurities. Instead
of sensationalising these
themes, the film treats them
with maturity, encouraging
viewers to reflect rather than
judge. Seth Rogen delivers

HIGHLIGHT

oThe Invite delivers
humour, heart and
meaningful conversations
before losing momentum
in its finale.

one of his most understated
performances, portraying
Joe as vulnerable, insecure
and quietly humorous. Olivia

| HOLLYWOOD |

wilty impact -full relationship drama

1
L

Wilde, besides starring,
impresses with her confi-
dent direction, making the
single-location setting feel
visually engaging. Edward
Norton and Penelope Cruz
add charm and energy, act-
ing as catalysts for the cou-
ple’s emotional reckoning.
The humour lands naturally
through sarcastic exchanges,
uncomfortable silences and
relatable marital moments.
The film also deserves praise
for including conversations
around perimenopause
and changing relationships,
subjects rarely explored so
openly in mainstream cin-
ema. However, after build-
ing strong emotional tension
throughout, the final act feels
less impactful than expected.
The resolution is predict-
able and lacks the emotional
intensity that the story seems
to promise, leaving the end-
ing slightly underwhelming.

Despite its uneven con-
clusion, The Invite succeeds
as an intelligent, mature and
entertaining look at modern
relationships.
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WHAT TO WATCH HOMEBOUND

Ikka

Cast: Sunny
Deol, Akshaye
Khanna,
Tillotama
Shome, Dia
Mirza and
others

Where to
watch: Netflix,
Ikka marks
Sunny Deol’s
OTT debut in a gripping courtroom thriller that reunites
him with Akshaye Khanna nearly three decades after
Border. Centered on a high-stakes legal battle, the

film is packed with unexpected twists, emotional
confrontations and compelling performances. Blending
courtroom drama with suspense, Ikka promises an
engaging watch for fans of intense legal thrillers and
powerful storytelling.

"

Peddi

Cast: Ram Charan and Janhvi Kapoor

Where to watch: Netflix, directed by Buchi Babu Sana,
Peddi is a period sports drama starring Ram Charan and
Janhvi Kapoor. Set against a historical backdrop, the film
blends inspiring sports action with emotional storytelling and
strong performances. Following its theatrical success, it is now
streaming on Netflix in Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam,
while the Hindi version will release later. Fans of uplifting
sports dramas, grand visuals and Ram Charan’s performance
should add this engaging entertainer to their watch list.

I’'m Not Afraid
Cast: Matteo
Scattaretico,
Alessandro
Tedeschi,
Barbara Ronchi,
Lorenzo
Ferrante
Where to
watch: Netflix,
I'm Not Afraid

is a gripping
coming-of-age
psychological thriller adapted from Niccold Ammaniti’'s
acclaimed novel. Set during the 1986 FIFA World Cup

in Mexico, the story follows 10-year-old Miguel, whose
discovery of a mysterious boy trapped in a pit unravels

a web of hidden secrets and betrayal. As an unexpected
friendship develops, Miguel is forced to question those
closest to him. Blending suspense with emotional depth, the
film delivers a haunting and memorable viewing experience.

Nothing to Lose

Cast: Nawell Madani
Where to watch:
Netflix, directed by
and starring Nawell
Madani, Nothing to
Lose is an emotional
Belgian drama

that follows Jade,

a woman whose
joy of becoming a
mother is shattered
when her newborn
son is diagnosed
with a rare form of leukaemia. As she embarks on

a desperate search for a compatible donor, the film
explores love, resilience and the strength of family
bonds. With heartfelt performances and an inspiring
story, it offers a deeply moving and emotional
viewing experience.

Pati Patni Aur Woh Do

Cast: Ayushmann Khurrana, Rakul Preet Singh, Vamika
Gabbi, Sara Ali Khan

Where to watch: Netflix, Pati Patni Aur Woh Do is a light-
hearted romantic comedy starring Ayushmann Khurrana
alongside Sara Ali Khan, Rakul Preet Singh and Vamika Gabbi.
Arriving on Netflix after its theatrical run, the film promises a
fun mix of romance, misunderstandings and comedy with an
entertaining ensemble cast. Packed with humour, charming
performances and feel-good moments, it is an ideal pick for
viewers looking for an easy, breezy weekend entertainer.



“I debunked the idea that what I
was trying to achieve was impossible.
I stayed focused most of the time. I
almost forced the universe into making
it happen for me. My single-minded-
ness and determination eventually paid
off, and my dream became my reality.”

Ranveer Singh

SPECIAL OF THE WEEK

Kaamya

Karthikeyan-the
youngest to conquer

Mount Everest

A teenage achiever inspiring million through
courage, resilience and determination daily.

t an age when most
Ateenagers are focused

on school and exams,
Kaamya Karthikeyan chose to
chase one of the world’s great-
est challenges Mount Everest.
Her remarkable achievement
proves that age is never a
barrier when determination,
courage and hard work come
together. Born into a family
that valued adventure, Kaamya
developed a passion for moun-
taineering at an early age. Her
father, Commander S. Kar-
thikeyan of the Indian Navy,
introduced her to trekking
and climbing, inspiring her to
dream beyond ordinary lim-
its. With consistent training,
discipline and perseverance,
she gradually prepared herself
for the ultimate test. On May
20, 2024, Kaamya successfully
scaled Mount Everest, the
world’s highest peak at 8,849
metres, alongside her father.
The extraordinary feat made
her the youngest Indian and -~ _
the world’s second-youngest -~ -
person to conquer Everest. eR
Battling freezing temperatures, =~ % -
thin air and challenging ter- = . =~
rain, she demonstrated excep- St
tional resilience throughout .- ~
the expedition. Her achieve-
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HIGHLIGHT

©® Kaamya's inspiring success
motivates youngsters to
embrace challenges without
fear always.

Kaamya conquered Everest with courage.

ment earned widespread
appreciation, with the Indian
Navy praising her courage,
determination and unwaver-
ing spirit. However, Kaamya’s
success  represents much
more than breaking records.
It sends a powerful message
that dreams become reality
when supported by dedica-
tion, preparation and self-be-
lief. For young people across
the country, Kaamya is a sym-
bol of confidence and fearless
ambition. She reminds us that
success isn’t determined by
age but by the willingness to
step outside our comfort zones
and embrace challenges. In
an era where many achieve-
ments are measured by social
media popularity, Kaamya
Karthikeyan has earned rec-
ognition through grit and per-
severance. Her inspiring jour-
ney encourages every young
dreamer to aim higher, work
harder and believe that no goal
is impossible. Like the moun-
tain she conquered, her story
stands tall as a shining exam-
ple of determination, inspiring
the next generation to reach
new heights.

OpenAl expands workplace
Al with ChatGPT

penAl has introduced ChatGPT Work, a new Al agent
O designed to help professionals’ complete tasks across

multiple applications and files, strengthening its pres-
ence in the work-
place  productivity
market. The feature
can perform actions
such as organizing
information, man-
aging workflows and
assisting with com-
plex work-related
tasks without requir-
ing users to switch
between different
tools.  With  this
launch, OpenAIl aims
to compete more directly with enterprise Al solutions that
focus on automating office tasks. ChatGPT Work reflects the
growing demand for intelligent assistants capable of improving
efficiency, collaboration and productivity across a wide range
of professional environments.

Al MATTRESS |

Artificial intelligence mattress

promises smarter and better slee
| 1 t d better sleep
rtificial intelligence is making
__’4 Alts way into the bedroom with
mart mattresses designed to
4 improve sleep quality. These Al-pow-
ered mattresses monitor factors such
as body position, movement, heart rate
and breathing patterns throughout the
night. Using this data, they can auto-
matically adjust firmness, temperature
or support to provide greater comfort
and reduce sleep disturbances. Some
models also generate personalised
sleep reports and recommendations to
help users build healthier sleep habits.
By combining advanced technology
with sleep science, Al mattresses aim
to deliver deeper, more restful sleep
while supporting overall health, recov-
ery and daily well-being.

10 key practices that strengthen leadership resilience

Central Chronicle News

Strengthen leadership resil-

ience by prioritizing daily
self-care and mental agility.
The most actionable practices
include establishing strict phys-
ical and emotional recovery
routines, fostering team psy-
chological safety, cultivating a
growth mindset, and leaning on 3,;53?,;““,,.,5335
a trusted support network. \
Strengthen your capacity
to navigate setbacks and lead r Sl?pi :n"};u:; Em%:ﬁs
through uncertainty with =N F=
these ten proven practices: . g in
Prioritize Rest and Recovery:
Protect your cognitive clarity
by strictly dedicating time to

- o
10. COMMUNICATE
WITH CANDOR

&
(@) SELF-CARE

2. COMMIT TO
PHYSICAL
-,. ACTIVITY
1. PRIORITIZE
REST & RECOVERY

ok
© 10 PRACTICES ™

e
|

7-8 hours of restorative sleep,
detaching completely from work
during off-hours, and taking reg-
ular breaks.

Commit to Physical Activ-
ity: Regular exercise significantly

lowers your cortisol levels, burns
off stress, and boosts the stamina
required to lead.

Practice Mindfulness:
Ground yourself in the present
moment through mindfulness

S
o
o ———a

TO BUILD

LEADERSHIP
RESILIENCE

MENTAL AGILITY

or meditation to reduce stress,
maintain focus, and manage
emotional reactions under pres-
sure.

Develop Deep Self-Aware-
ness: Identify your personal

Saa% STRONGER TEAMS

3. PRACTICE
MINDFULNESS

4. DEVELOP DEEP
SELF-AWARENESS

ff&f@f 5. SET REALISTIC
=2 OPTIMISM

6. PRACTICE
GRATITUDE

7. FOSTER TEAM
RESILIENCE

&

- =
Zull LASTING IMPACT

stress triggers and biases. Reflect
regularly on both successes
and failures to understand your
behavioral patterns.

Set Realistic Optimism:
Anchor yourself with achievable,

structured goals. While you can-
not control unpredictable market
challenges or crises, you can con-
trol how you adapt to them.

Practice Gratitude: Shift
your daily perspective by inten-
tionally noting positive moments.
Savoring small wins and practic-
ing gratitude directly combats
burnout.

Foster Team Resilience:
Leadership resilience relies on
organizational resilience. Encour-
age psychological safety so your
team feels comfortable sharing
ideas, asking questions, and
learning from mistakes without
fear of judgment.

Build Strong Support Net-
works: Do not isolate yourself.
Maintain genuine relationships
and rely on a network of men-
tors, peers, and trusted advisors
who provide objective feedback
and empathy.
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Dream career pathways

Meta’s pocket
simplifies game
design

Meta has launched
Pocket, an
experimental Al-
powered app that
lets users create
simple games

and interactive
experiences using
text prompts
instead of coding.
Built on technology from Meta’s acquisition

of Al startup Gizmo, the app also allows users

to browse and play games created by others
through a discovery feed. Available on the Apple
App Store and Google Play Store, Pocket expands
Meta’s growing portfolio of Al-powered creative
tools aimed at making content creation more
accessible.

Theatre
practitioner
Sujatha
Balakrishnan

has made her
picture-book
debut with We Are
Family, a heart-
warming story
that encourages
conversations
about adoption and celebrates the many forms
a family can take. Inspired by her daughter Sai’s
long-held dream of adopting a child, the book
promotes empathy, acceptance and inclusion
through engaging storytelling and vibrant
illustrations. Designed for young readers, it
gently raises awareness about adoption while
reinforcing that love, care and belonging are
what truly define a family.

Luxury watches L2 -y
attract young
collectors i O
o
Luxury watches ﬁ s
-
are becoming a S

=3

%

popular investment
choice among
young buyers, who
see them as more
than just fashion
accessories.
Premium timepieces from renowned

brands often appreciate in value due to

limited production, high demand and strong
craftsmanship. Many collectors are purchasing
iconic models with the expectation of long-

term returns while also enjoying their style

and prestige. As alternative investments gain
popularity, luxury watches are emerging as
assets that combine elegance, exclusivity and the
potential for steady financial growth over time.

Garmin has
expanded its
Forerunner
lineup in

India with the
launch of the
Forerunner 70,
Forerunner
170 and
Forerunner 170 Music GPS smartwatches.
Designed for runners of all skill levels, the new
models feature AMOLED displays, advanced
GPS tracking, health monitoring and Al-powered
training tools through Garmin Coach. They also
offer performance metrics, recovery insights
and support for over 80 sports modes. The
Forerunner 170 Music adds offline music
playback, making it ideal for phone-free
workouts and marathon training.

Capri pants

are making a
fashionable
comeback, with
young style
enthusiasts
embracing the
retro trend in
fresh, modern
ways. Once a signature looks of the early
2000s, capris are now paired with oversized
shirts, fitted tops, blazers and sneakers for
effortless everyday style. Celebrities and
fashion influencers have further fuelled their
return, making them a must-have wardrobe
staple. Comfortable, versatile and easy to
style, capris perfectly blend nostalgia with
contemporary fashion, appealing to a new
generation of trend-conscious dressers.
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Spain’s remarkable FIFA
World Cup campaign
gathered fresh momentum
as substitute Mikel Merino
once again emerged as the
match-winner, scoring
a dramatic late goal to
secure a hard-fought 2-1
victory over Belgium in
the quarterfinals. The
triumph not only extended
Spain’s unbeaten run but
also booked a mouth-
watering semifinal clash
with tournament favourites
France. While Belgium
produced a spirited
challenge and ended Spain’s
impressive defensive
streak, Luis De La Fuente’s
tactical substitutions
proved decisive. The
contest showcased Spain’s
resilience, squad depth and
championship temperament
as La Roja moved within
one step of another World
Cup final.

Press Trust Of India

INGLEWOOD: Spain
booked their place in the
World Cup semifinals after
edging Belgium 2-1 in a
thrilling quarterfinal in

Our focus is strengthening defence,
improving coordination and peaking
together at the Asian Games to
challenge the world’s strongest

doubles pairs. naturally.

Manush Shah

India No. 2 Table Tennis Player

SPAIN SURVIVES BELGIUM SCARE

""""

\l
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Inglewood, with substitute
Mikel Merino once again
proving the hero by scor-
ing the decisive goal in the
88th minute.

Merino, introduced
only two minutes earlier,

struck with his second
touch after Belgian sub-
stitute goalkeeper Senne
Lammens spilled Pau
Cubarsi’s powerful long-
range effort. The Arsenal
midfielder had also scored

the injury-time winner
against Portugal in the
Round of 16, reinforcing
his reputation as Spain’s
impact substitute.

Fabian Ruiz had given
Spain the lead in the
30th minute after react-
ing quickest to Thibaut
Courtois’ save from Dani
Olmo’s shot. Belgium
responded before halftime
when Charles De Ketelaere
headed home Timothy
Castagne’s inviting cross,
ending Spain’s remarkable
World Cup run of five con-
secutive clean sheets and
goalkeeper Unai Simon’s
record 650-minute score-
less streak.

Belgium suffered a
major setback in the 71st

minute when experi-
enced goalkeeper Cour-
tois limped off with an
apparent thigh injury after
making four crucial saves.
Manchester United keeper
Senne Lammens replaced
him and performed admi-
rably but was unfortunate
to spill the rebound that
allowed Merino to score
the winner.

Belgium launched a des-
perate assault in the clos-
ing minutes, with Romelu
Lukaku leading the attack.
However, Spain’s defence
stood firm, highlighted by
Aymeric Laporte’s spec-
tacular goal-line clearance
deep into stoppage time to
preserve the victory.

Spain  extended its

unbeaten run to 37
matches dating back to
March 2023, while Bel-
gium’s 18-match unbeaten
streak came to an end.
Coach Luis De La Fuente’s
tactical decisions, includ-
ing starting Ruiz and intro-
ducing Merino, proved
decisive once again.

Spain will now face
France in a blockbuster
semifinal, with De La
Fuente describing the con-
test as “a clash of giants.”
Carrying outstanding
form, tactical discipline
and growing confidence,
La Roja will believe they
have every chance of
reaching their first World
Cup final since lifting the
trophy in 2010.

Prithika’s double delight lifts Indian archery

Press Trust Of India

Teen sensation
Prithika showcased
remarkable compo-
sure, earning indi-
vidual bronze and
valuable team silver
together.

MADRID: Seventeen-
year-old compound
archer Prithika Pradeep
announced her arrival
on the international stage
with a sensational per-
formance at the Archery
World Cup Stage 4 in
Madrid, securing her
maiden individual World
Cup medal and complet-
ing a memorable double
by also winning the wom-
en’s team silver for India.

The young Indian
displayed  exceptional
mental strength in the
bronze-medal match
against World No. 11
Hazal Burun of Turkey.
After trailing 28-30 in
the opening end, Prith-
ika gradually found her

rhythm under the guid-
ance of newly appointed
American coach Dave
Cousins. She reduced the
gap in the second end,
levelled the contest at
87-all with a flawless third
end, and then seized con-
trol when Burun faltered
in the fourth. Needing
only an eight with her
final arrow, the teenager
confidently drilled a per-
fect X-ring 10 to seal an
impressive 145-142  vic-
tory and claim her first

individual World Cup
podium finish.
Earlier, Prithika had

narrowly missed a place
in the final after losing
142-144 to Malaysia’s
Fatin Nurfatehah Mat
Salleh in a closely fought
semifinal. However, she
responded brilliantly,
refusing to let disappoint-
ment affect her medal
quest.

Prithika had also
emerged as India’s best
performer in the wom-
en’s compound team

final. Despite consis-
tently hitting the 10-ring,
she could not prevent
India from settling for
silver as Colombia pro-
duced a commanding
display to win 232-228.
Colombian archer Ale-
jandra Usquiano was
flawless throughout,
shooting eight consec-
utive 10s, while experi-
enced Indian star Jyothi
Surekha Vennam strug-
gled to maintain her
usual high standards.

India concluded its
compound campaign
with two medals and
remained in contention
for additional honours in
the recurve events. Teen-
ager Kirti Sharma also
kept India’s hopes alive
by reaching the women’s
individual semifinals and
qualifying for the recurve
mixed team bronze-
medal playoff alongside
top-ranked Dhiraj Bom-
madevara, ensuring fur-
ther medal opportunities
for the country.

Sarvesh scripts historic podium finish

Press Trust Of India

MONACO: National record
holder Sarvesh Kushare cre-
ated history by becoming
the first Indian high jumper
to finish on the podium at
a Diamond League meet,
securing third place on
his debut in Monaco with
a clearance of 2.26m. The
3l-year-old achieved the
milestone just weeks after
setting a national record
of 2.3lm at the National
Inter-State  Championships
in Bhubaneswar. Kushare
became only the fourth
Indian to finish among
the top three in a Dia-
mond League event, join-

ing Neeraj Chopra, Murali

Sreeshankar and Vikas
Gowda. He outperformed
renowned jumpers, includ-
ing Olympic champion
Mutaz Essa Barshim and
Italy’s Gianmarco Tamberi.
Ukraine’s Oleh Doroshchuk
won the event with 2.32m.
Hailing from a farmer’s fam-
ily in Maharashtra, Kushare

trained using makeshift
landing pits before rising to
international prominence.
Ranked among the world’s
top jumpers this season,
Sarvesh Scripts Historic
Diamond League Podium
Finishe now aims to clear
2.35m at the upcoming
Commonwealth and Asian
Games.

Animesh clocks fastest 100m by an Indlan

Press Trust Of India

WETZLAR: Common-
wealth Games-bound
sprinter Animesh Kujur
clocked the fastest-ever
100m time by an Indian
on foreign soil, finishing
second at the Fast Arms
Fast Legs meet, a World
Athletics Continental Tour
Challenger event.

The 23-year-old crossed
the finish line which a
personal best effort of
10.14 seconds in the final,
improving on his 10.19-sec-
ond effort in the heats ear-
lier in the day on Friday.

The timing is now the
second-fastest ever by

an Indian, behind Gurin-
dervir Singh’s national
record of 10.09 seconds,
set at the Federation Cup
in Ranchi in May.

It also makes Animesh
the owner of three of the
five fastest 100m timings
by an Indian. Before Gurin-

dervir’'s record-breaking
run, Animesh had held the
national record in 100m
event.

Animesh, who primar-
ily competes in 200m and
is also the national record
holder in event, will make
his Commonwealth Games

Neeru shines as

“

LONATO: India’s Neeru
Dhanda delivered a stun-
ning performance to lead
the women’s trap qualifi-
cation after the opening
day of the ISSF Shotgun
World Cup in Lonato,

Italy, while the coun-
try’s men’s trap shooters
endured a disappoint-
ing outing, raising con-
cerns ahead of the Asian
Games.

The reigning Asian
and national champion
was flawless through
the first three qualifi-
cation rounds, hitting
all 75 targets to top the
106-shooter field. Her
perfect 75/75 gave her a
two-point advantage over
American Rachel Tozier
and Slovak  Olympic
champion Zuzana Rehak
Stefecekova, who were
tied on 73. Neeru’s superb
display follows her mixed
trap bronze medal at the
Almaty World Cup earlier
this year and strengthens
her medal hopes.

India’s other women
shooters struggled to
match her consistency.
Manisha Keer shot 69 to

men struggle badly

be tied for 17th, while
Aashima Ahlawat man-
aged only 61, leaving
both with slim chances
of reaching the eight-
shooter final after the
remaining qualification
rounds. The men’s trap
competition painted a
worrying picture. Asian
Games squad members
Ahvar Rizvi (70), Shapath
Bharadwaj (68) and Kynan
Chenai (67) finished well
down the standings in the
208-shooter field, leav-
ing them virtually out of
medal contention.

With only one World
Cup remaining before the
Asian Games in Japan,
the poor form of India’s
men’s trap shooters will
concern the National
Rifle Association of India.
While the rifle and pis-
tol squads have enjoyed
impressive international
success this season, the
shotgun team contin-
ues to search for its first
individual World Cup
medal of the year, making
Neeru’s outstanding per-
formance the lone bright
spot for India in Lonato.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Sunday, July 12, 2026

Sports News

15

Kranti Gaud's five-for puts India
firmly ahead against England

Kranti Gaud’s maiden five-wicket haul powered India into a commanding position as
England collapsed, allowing the visitors to build a substantial overall lead.

Press Trust Of India

Kranti Gaud’s maiden
five-wicket haul
dismantled England,
handing India com-
plete control convinc-

ingly.

LONDON: India seized
complete control of the
one-off women’s Test
against England at Lord’s
on Saturday, thanks to
a sensational maiden
five-wicket haul by pacer
Kranti Gaud, before open-
ers Smriti Mandhana and
Shafali Verma extended
the visitors’ advantage in
the second innings.

After posting 285 in the
first innings, India bowled
England out for just 170
to secure a valuable 115-
run lead. By tea on Day
Two, India had reached
30 without loss in their
second innings, stretching
their overall advantage to
145 runs with Mandhana
unbeaten on 10 and Sha-
fali on 14.

Gaud was the architect
of England’s collapse, fin-
ishing with outstanding
figures of 5 for 37 in her

first five-wicket haul in
red-ball cricket. Having
removed Tammy Beau-
mont late on the opening
day, she continued her
dominance by dismissing
Maia Bouchier early on
Saturday before produc-
ing a superb delivery to
bowl Alice Capsey through
the gate.

Sayali Satghare pro-
vided excellent support,
trapping Heather Knight
leg-before, while off-spin-
ner Sneh Rana chipped
in with two wickets.
England briefly fought
back through captain Nat
Sciver-Brunt and wicket-
keeper Amy Jones, who
added 84 runs for the fifth

wicket. Jones struck a flu-
ent 52, while Sciver-Brunt
contributed a determined
44 to reduce the deficit.
However, Rana broke
the partnership by dis-
missing Jones, triggering

another collapse. Gaud
returned to remove Lau-
ren Bell and complete
her memorable five-for as

. RN
England lost their final five
wickets for just 33 runs.

With a healthy lead
already secured and both
openers looking com-
fortable at the crease,
India ended the session
firmly in command and
well placed to dictate the
remainder of the historic
Test at Lord’s.

Hard-court reset
revives Jannik Sinner’s
Wimbledon title charge

Press Trust Of India

Strategic prepara-
tion restored Jannik
Sinner’s confidence
before delivering com-
manding Wimbledon
semifinal performance
against Djokovic.

LONDON: Jannik Sinner
produced one of the
finest performances of
his career to disman-
tle seven-time cham-
pion Novak Djokovic in
straight sets and storm
into the Wimbledon final,
revealing that an uncon-
ventional mid-tourna-
ment training decision
played a crucial role in
his remarkable revival.

The world No. 1 had
looked far from his dom-
inant best during the
opening week of his title
defence. Despite winning
his first five matches, Sin-
ner struggled for consis-
tency and was repeatedly
pushed by lower-ranked
opponents. His perfor-
mances lacked the sharp-
ness that had powered
his impressive 30-match
winning streak earlier
this season.

Seeking a solution,
coaches Darren Cahill

- -

and Simone Vagnozzi
took the unusual step
of  shifting  Wednes-
day’s practice session
from Wimbledon’s grass
courts to an indoor hard
court. The move proved
inspired. Hard courts are
Sinner’s preferred sur-
face, where he has won
three of his four Grand
Slam titles, and the famil-
iar conditions helped him
rediscover his rhythm,
timing and confidence.
The transformation
was evident against Djok-
ovic. Sinner struck 40

& ;\.l-..'
_--\_«
: _I_—-.._Lﬂ‘-—.#&-L

> piEr ¥

e e
- *BH oA 5
e P ey
"‘5""'"-1!
*'-.-‘,

e
SEEe e e .

- -y

winners, committed just
15 unforced errors and
never allowed the Ser-
bian legend to dictate
rallies. He saved the only
break point he faced with
an ace and controlled the
match from the baseline
with remarkable author-
ity.

Former = Wimbledon
champion Andre Agassi
praised the decision,
explaining that hard-
court practice restores
timing and conviction for
naturally aggressive base-
liners.

| PRIDE OF CHHATTISGARH |
Chh’garh’s Gyvaneshwari selected for Indian
Team in upcoming Commonwealth Games

Central Chronicle News

Gyaneshwari joins
India’s training
camp in Birming-
ham before Glasgow
Commonwealth
Games challenge
ahead.

RAIPUR: In a proud
moment for Chhattis-
garh, talented weight-

lifter Gyaneshwari Yadav
has been selected to
represent India at the
upcoming 2026 Com-

monwealth Games. Yadav
has consistently brought
laurels to the state by

winning consecutive
medals in national cham-
pionships.

The Indian weightlift-
ing squad will undergo
a specialized condition-
ing and training camp
in Birmingham, United
Kingdom, from June
28 to July 22. Following
the camp, the team will
travel to Glasgow, United
Kingdom, to compete in
the 2026 Commonwealth
Games, scheduled to

take place from July 23 to
August 3, 2026.

Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai, who also serves
as the President of the
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association, congrat-
ulated Yadav on her
remarkable achievement.
General Secretary Vikram
Sisodia and all office
bearers of the associa-
tion also extended their
best wishes, expressing
immense pride that a
daughter of Chhattisgarh
will showcase her talent
on the global stage.

India to play
two friendlies
in maiden
football tour of
New Zealand

NEW DELHI: The Indian
men’s football team will
make its first-ever tour
of New Zealand when
they travel there for two
international friend-
lies against the hosts
on November 12 and 15
during the FIFA inter-
national match window,
the national federation
announced on Satur-
day. The tour will also
mark India’s first visit
to an Oceania Football
Confederation (OFC)
member nation since
2005, when it played
two international friend-
lies against Fiji. The first
match will take place at
the Go Media Stadium
in Auckland, while the
second will be held
at the One New Zea-
land Stadium in Christ-
church. The matches
were announced as
part of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
New Zealand and will be
among a series of sport-
ing events marking ‘100
Years of Unity Through
Sport’ between the two
nations.
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Shivaji’s second
silver headlines
India’s impres-
sive medal surge
at Asian Under-23
Athletics Champi-
onships.

ORDOS: Promising distance
runner Shivaji Parashuram
claimed his second silver
after finishing runner-up
in the men’s 10,000m with
his personal best timing in
the inaugural Asian U23
Athletics Championships,
here on Saturday.

Discus thrower Priya

|ASIAN U23 ATHLETICS|

Shivaji bags second silver as
India add three medals on Day 3

and 400m hurdler Shra-
vani Sangle added bronze
as India added three med-
als on the third and penul-
timate day to take India’s
tally to 11 medals.

It was Shivaji’s second
medal of the champion-
ships after finishing second
in the men’s 5,000m on
the opening day.

The Indian stayed in
contention for gold for
much of the gruelling
25-lap race before settling
for silver in a personal-best
time of 29:33.54.

Japan’s Yoshihiro
Kusuoka won the gold in
29:29.34, while China’s Jin-
zhi Jiang claimed bronze in

HIGHLIGHT

© Shivaji records
personal best while
securing second
championship silver in
challenging 10,000m
race successfully.

® Priya and Shravani
capture bronze, taking
India’s medal tally

to eleven overall
successfully.

29:42.54.

India’s Shailesh Kush-
waha narrowly missed out
on a podium finish, finish-
ing fourth in 30:46.78.

In the women’s dis-

cus throw, Priya clinched
the bronze with a best
effort of 50.44m, which
was achieved on her third
attempt.

China dominated the
event, with Zhichao Jiang
winning the gold with a
throw of 58.63m and com-
patriot Jingru Huang taking
silver with 55.33m.

Shravani Sangle added
another bronze in the
women’s 400m hurdles,
clocking 58.09 seconds.
Chinese Taipei’s Hsin Ju
Chung struck gold in 57.41
seconds, while Uzbeki-
stan’s Nurkhon Ochilova
took silver in 57.99 sec-
onds.

Dabang Delhi beat Kolkata
ThunderBlades 3-2 in UTT

Press Trust Of India

PANAJI:  Ankur Bhat-
tacharjee ~ made  the
shushing gesture, and

hopped on to the table
after blanking his senior
India teammate G Sathi-
yan, but Sutirtha Muk-
herjee’s splendid showing
gave Dabang Delhi TTC a
3-2 victory over Kolkata

ThunderBlades in UTT
here on Saturday.
The Asian Games-

bound Sutirtha showed
a far better game plan
and execution than her
women’s doubles partner
Ayhika, defeating her 3-0
(11-6, 11-2-, 11-7) to pull off
anarrow victory for Delhi.

Heading into the final
match of the tie, Delhi
were trailing 5-7 against
Kolkata and needed a
clean sweep in the wom-
en’s singles match, which
Sutirtha delivered in a
commanding manner.

The two teams went
head-to-head in the first
two matches with the
scoreline tied at 3-3, but
a victory in the third
match of mixed doubles
for Delhi took them ahead
by 5-4.

In the first match, Delhi
and Egypt player Youssef
Abdelaziz recorded a 2-1
(6-11, 11-7, 11-4) win over
Romania’s Eduard Ione-
scu in men’s singles.
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A Ferris wheel is located at the beach of the Baltic Sea in Groemitz, Germany, late Friday, July 10, 2026. AP/PTI

Trump and Iran trade
threats as deal collapses

Trump threatened massive missile strikes against Iran following calls for

Press Trust Of India

DUBAI: U.S. and Iranian
leaders traded further
threats on Saturday as
the interim deal to end
the war buckles under
repeated crossfire in the
Middle East.

President Donald
Trump upped threats of
further missile attacks
against Iran in a string
of comments on his
Truth Social that came
after senior U.S. officials
demanded that Iran make
a public statement saying
the Strait of Hormuz is
open and that ships cross-
ing the vital corridor won’t
be attacked. Trump also
made the comments after

the funeral of Supreme
Leader  Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei saw open calls
for the U.S. leader’s killing.
Later Saturday, Iranian
Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei vowed that Ira-
nians would continue to
avenge the killing of his
father, Ali Khamenei, who
was mourned in funeral
events throughout Iran this
week. He said in remarks
carried by state television
that such revenge “is the
will of our nation and must
certainly be carried out.”
So far, Tehran has not
submitted to U.S. demands
over the Strait of Hormuz,
instead insisting that the
route remain under its con-
trol and that it be allowed

HIGHLIGHT

©® The U.S. demanded
Iran declare the vital
shipping corridor open,
but Tehran insists on
maintaining exclusive
control and charging
transit fees.

eDespite both sides
holding back-channel
talks via mediators,
Trump declared the
interim ceasefire
over following recent
regional airstrikes.

to charge ships moving
through it. There had
been multiple days of U.S.
airstrikes targeting Iran,
as well as Iranian retalia-

his assassination during Ayatollah Khamenei’s funeral.

tory fire targeting nations
across the Middle East.
Those strikes had been
sparked by Iran attacking
three ships in the strait
earlier this week. On Truth
Social on Friday, Trump
declared the ceasefire over
but said the U.S. would
continue negotiations.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi traveled
to Oman for more talks on
Saturday, a day after Qatari
mediators separately trav-
eled to Iran to meet with
officials amid the regional
strikes. A thousand “mis-
siles are Locked and
Loaded and aimed at the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
with thousands more to
immediately follow, should

the Iranian Government
act on its threat,” Trump
wrote on his website.

The U.S. president
said he was responding
to threats “to assassinate,
or attempt to assassinate”
him. During Khamenei’s
funeral, mourners repeat-
edly held posters or ban-
ners calling for him to be
killed along with Israeli
Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu. The Iran
war’s opening moments
on Feb. 28 saw an airstrike
that killed Khamenei, 86.
Iran only buried Khame-
nei this week following
a dayslong funeral cere-
mony that saw his body
taken to cities in both Iran
and Iraq.

Boat carrying
Indian tourists
capsizes in
Vietham

HANOI: A boat carrying
several Indian tourists
capsized near Vietnam’s
Phu Quoc Island on Satur-
day, the Indian Embassy
in Hanoi said. The Indian
mission has set up control
rooms as search and res-
cue operations continue.
The embassy said the
exact details of the inci-
dent are being ascer-
tained by the local
authorities. “In a tragic
incident, a boat carrying
several Indian tourists
has capsized near Phu
Quoc Island in Vietnam,”
the embassy said in a post
on X.

It said control rooms
have been established
at the Consulate Gen-
eral of India in Ho Chi
Minh City and at the
Embassy in Hanoi to
provide information and
assistance.

| RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR |

Eleven wounded in overnight Russian
missile as Ukraine strikes Russian vessels

Press Trust Of India

Atleast 11 peo-

ple were wounded
during an overnight
Russian missile and
drone assault target-
ing Ukraine’s capital.

KYIV: At least 11 people,
including a child, were
wounded after Russia
launched an overnight
missile and drone attack
on Kyiv early Saturday,
according to Ukraine’s
State Emergency Service.

Separately, Ukrainian
forces struck Russian ves-
sels in the Sea of Azov,
damaging 21 tankers used
to transport oil and petro-
leum products, Ukraine’s
General Staff said in a
statement. Four tugboats,
two cargo ships and a
dredging vessel were also

Caption: A sapper examines the impact site of a Russian missile in a
residential area of Kyiv, Saturday, July 11, 2026. (AP Photo)

damaged in the attack,
which took place over-
night. These were used
by the Russian forces for
military logistics, it added.
Russian officials said one
person was killed in the
drone attack and that only
four ships came under
attack. The victim was a

sailor on a technical sup-
port vessel, local Gov. Yuri
Slyusar said. He said that
the four vessels, which
included a tanker trans-
porting methanol, only
sustained minor damage.

Explosions and fires
were reported across
Kyiv’s Solomianskyi,

FASTFACTS

@ UKrainian forces
attacked and damaged
multiple Russian
logistics vessels,
including oil tankers, in

the Sea of Azov.

oPresident Zelenskyy
highlighted critical
defense shortages
after Ukrainian forces
failed to intercept
any incoming Russian

ballistic missiles.

Darnytskyi and  Dni-
provskyi  districts, the
emergency service said in
a statement on Telegram.
In Solomianskyi district,
a strike ignited a fire in
a three-story office and
warehouse building, while
another warehouse caught
fire in the Dniprovskyi
district after it was hit.

| JAPAN REUSABLE ROCKET |

FJapan successfully tests Ist reusable rockel
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TOKYO: Japan’s experi-
mental reusable rocket
took off and safely
landed in a first test
flight Saturday as the
country seeks to achieve
the technology key to
cut launch costs and
compete in the global
space market dominated
by SpaceX.

The RV-X rocket lifted
off, hovered and moved
horizontally before land-
ing during its less than

one- mmute ﬂlght at the
Japan Aerospace Explo-
ration Agency’s Noshiro
Testing Centre in north-

eastern Japan,

which
was livestreamed by the
NVS, a group of space
fans. JAXA is expected to

o0

“I feel we have
put a great deal
of time and effort
into this, and
now that the
prototype has
taken off and
landed without
problem, ”

Takashi Ito
JAXA Reusable Rocket

explain the results in an
online briefing later Sat-
urday.

Japan seeks to catch
up with the technology
Elon Musk’s SpaceX has
been using for several
years to cut launch costs
of delivering payloads
into space. Saturday’s
flight is a step forward
for Japan in achieving
the technology needed
to develop a lower-cost
successor to the coun-
try’s current mainstay,
single-use H3 series.

Mojtaba Khamenei

Iran’s Supreme Leader

“Iranians will continue to
avenge the Killing of my
father... such revenge is the
will of our nation and must

certainly be carried out.”

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

ASIA STORMS

Taiwan and eastern China brace for Typhoon
Bavi as winds and rain hit Japan’s southern islands

TAIPEl: Typhoon Bavi has brought
strong winds and rain to Japan’s south-
ern islands, as Taiwan and eastern
China brace for the powerful storm
with evacuations and high alerts.

Earlier, at least 17 people were killed
in the southern Philippines mostly due
to landslides that were set off by sea-
sonal monsoon rains that Bavi inten-
sified before the typhoon blew away
toward Taiwan, Philippine officials said
Saturday.

With maximum sustained winds of
144 kph (89 mph) near its centre, Bavi
is forecast to pass north of Taiwan
on Saturday, according to Taiwan’s
Central Weather Administration. It is
expected to move toward Zhejiang in
eastern China and, according to China’s
National Meteorological Centre, make
landfall in the early hours of Sunday.

Across Japan’s southern islands in

the prefecture of Okinawa, local author-
ities have warned of high waves, strong
winds and storm surges, with more than
200 flights cancelled across the region,
according to Japan’s public broadcaster
NHK. Strong winds and rain have hit
islands including Ishigaki.

As of Saturday at 8 am, Taiwan’s
Central Emergency Operation Cen-
tre registered at least 36 injuries from
Typhoon Bavi, many sustained while
riding motorcycles in rain and winds on
slippery roads. A total of 14,210 people
had been evacuated around the island
as of Saturday morning, including from
the eastern county of Hualien and the
central city of Taichung. Schools and
offices in most parts of Taiwan were
suspended Saturday.

In southeastern China, cities near
the coast are preparing for the impacts
of Typhoon Bavi.

NEPAL INDIANS ARREST

Two Indians among three
arrested for dealing in
drugs in Nepal

KATHMANDU: Nepal police have
arrested three drug dealers, including
two Indian nationals, in Rupandehi
district, police said on Saturday.

Igbal Khan, 50, a resident of
Amethi Musafirkhana, UP and Ram
Dayal Sharma, 34, a resident of Sid-
dharthanagar Thana, Chatara and
Sarajuddin Musalman, 24, a resident
of Lumbini Municipality, Rupandehi
district in Nepal were arrested on Fri-
day during an operation, according
to a statement by Nepal Police. The
Anti-Narcotic Bureau of Nepal Police
in Kathmandu carried out an opera-
tion based on a tip off, it said. Police
said that one of the Indian nationals
opened fire during the operation. Igbal
Khan sustained a bullet injury below
the knee of his left leg during the cross-
firing. The injured Indian national was
taken to the Lumbini Provincial Hospi-
tal for medical treatment. The police
recovered 300 grams of heroin, a pis-
tol and two rounds of bullets, a motor-
bike and two sets of mobile phones
during the operation District Police
Rupandehi has taken custody of the
two arrested individuals.

LANKA INDIA BIZ DELEGATION
Indian envoy in Sri
Lanka meets visiting
business delegation

COLOMBO: Indian High Commissioner
to Sri Lanka Santosh Jha met a visiting
business delegation from India and dis-
cussed ways to expand economic part-
nership, noting that bilateral trade has
surpassed USD 7 billion. “Driving export
growth, deepening economic ties!
Pleased to meet the 31-member business
delegation from the Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (FIEO), visiting Sri
Lanka from 8-10 July,” Jha said in a post
on X. They exchanged views on expand-
ing opportunities for Indian exports and
further strengthening the growing bilat-
eral trade partnership, including build-
ing stronger supply chains. Addressing
the delegation at an event, Jha cited
figures by India’s Department of Com-
merce, saying that bilateral merchandise
trade had reached approximately USD
7.2 billion during 2025-26. “Sri Lanka’s
exports to India had grown by nearly 160
per cent over the last five years,” he said.
Jha highlighted the expanding India-Sri
Lanka economic partnership and noted
that India continues to be Sri Lanka’s
principal trading partner, the largest
source of foreign investment, and the
leading source of tourist arrivals.

PM INDIA NEWZEALAND

India, New Zealand elevate ties to strategic
partnership; set Rs 35 000-cr trade target by 2030

AUCKLAND: India and New Zealand on
Saturday elevated their ties to a strate-
gic partnership, set a target of doubling
their annual bilateral trade to Rs 35,000
crore by 2030 and decided to ramp up
maritime security ties, as Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and his Kiwi counter-
part Christopher Luxon vowed to work
towards a peaceful Indo-Pacific. The
talks between the two leaders yielded 18
concrete outcomes, including 10 agree-
ments. Key among them were a four-
year roadmap to expand overall rela-
tions alongside three crucial pacts aimed
at boosting hydrographic data sharing,
facilitating mutual naval logistics and
framing enhanced maritime engage-
ment in the Indo-Pacific. Expanding
bilateral trade through the early imple-
mentation of the free trade deal was also
a key focus of the talks, underscored by

Wellington’s commitment to invest USD
20 billion in India over the next 15 years.
A joint statement noted that Modi and
Luxon reaffirmed their shared commit-
ment to a free, open and prosperous
Indo-Pacific. They also emphasised the
importance of safeguarding sovereignty,
territorial integrity and the rules-based
international order. The resolve by
the two countries to work jointly for a
peaceful Indo-Pacific comes amid grow-
ing global concerns over China’s increas-
ing military muscle-flexing in the region,
including apprehensions over its test of
a submarine-launched, longrange bal-
listic missile earlier this week. In line
with the focus on boosting Indo-Pacific
cooperation, the two sides also agreed
to establish a maritime security dia-
logue, besides a joint working group on
counter-terrorism.



