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PARIS: Skipper Harman-
preet Singh rose to the 
occasion once again with 
twin strikes as the Indian 
hockey team beat Spain 
2-1 to claim a second con-
secutive bronze medal at 
the Olympics and give a 
perfect send-off to vet-
eran custodian P R Sree-
jesh here on Thursday.

The Indians recovered 
from the heart-wrenching 
2-3 defeat to Germany in 
the semifinal and played 
positive hockey for most 
part of the match to come 
out trumps. Harman-
preet (30th, 33rd min-
utes) converted two pen-
alty corners after Spain 
skipper Marc Miralles 
gave his side the lead 
against the run of play 
in the 18th minute from 
a penalty stroke. The 
Indians regrouped them-
selves and showed their 
mental strength to claim 
another podium finish at 
the world’s biggest sport-
ing spectacle. This was 

after they broke a 41-year 
jinx by claiming a bronze 

in Tokyo three years ago.
The 36-year-old Sree-

jesh came up with some 
excellent saves to leave 
his mark in the final 
game of his illustrious 
career that spanned 18 
years. The Indians were 
the aggressors in the 

first quarter, dominat-
ing the early exchanges 
with precision, but Spain 
came back hard after the 
first 15 minutes. Spain 
had nine penalty corners 
as against India’s six of 
which the latter con-
verted two.

India win back-to-back 
Olympic hockey bronze

India’s players celebrate after winning the men’s bronze medal field hockey match.   |  Photo PTI

Harmanpreet Singh lead India beat Spain 2-1 to claim 2nd consecutive bronze medal.

HIGHLIGHT

z 36-year-old Sreejesh 
came up with some 
excellent saves to 
leave his mark in 
the final game of his 
illustrious career that 
spanned 18 years.

Will be cherished 
for generations

Narendra Modi 
Prime Minister
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The Waqf Prop-
erties (Eviction of 
Unauthorised Occu-
pants), Bill, 2014 
was introduced 
in Rajya Sabha on 
February 18, 2014 by 
erstwhile minority 
affairs minister K 
Rahman Khan.

NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment on Thursday 
withdrew the Waqf Prop-
erties (Eviction of Unau-
thorised Occupants) Bill 
2014, which sought to 
provide for a mechanism 
for the eviction of unau-
thorised occupants from 
waqf properties, in Rajya 
Sabha.

The Waqf Properties 
(Eviction of Unauthorised 
Occupants), Bill, 2014 was 

introduced in Rajya Sabha 
on February 18, 2014 by 
erstwhile minority affairs 
minister K Rahman Khan.

It was referred to the 
Standing Committee on 
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances, Law and Justice on 
March 5, 2014.

Assets dedicated for 
religious or charitable 
purposes are referred as 
Waqf properties.

Minister of Minority 
Affairs Kiren Rijiju sought 
the leave of the House to 

withdraw the bill and the 
withdrawal was approved 
by voice vote in Rajya 
Sabha by the members.

CPI (M) MP John Brit-
tas and IUML MP Abdul 
Wahab opposed the with-
drawal of the bill in the 
Upper House.

Explaining about his 
stand, Brittas said the bill 
was introduced in Rajaya 
Sabha precisely because 
it was intended to free 
the properties of Waqf 
properties. The objec-

tives of the bill are model 
objective which should be 
adhered to, he pointed 
out, and added that this 
government deliberately 
delayed getting confir-
mation of the House and 
the Parliament. He stated 
that this bill is being with-
drawn precisely to bring 
another bill to encroach 
upon Waqf properties, 
(with) diametrically oppo-
site intention. “The inten-
tion of the government 
is suspect. They want 
to create polarisation in 
the society. They want to 
polarise the Indian peo-
ple. They want to play 
politics,” he alleged.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Anxiety lev-
els have increased in rural 
India, a report released on 
Thursday revealed, stat-
ing that nearly 45 per cent 
respondents said they have 
suffered anxiety.

The prevalence of men-
tal health disorders in India 
has risen steadily in recent 
years, contributing to the 
escalating public health 

concern, according to the 
State of Healthcare in Rural 
India Report – 2024, which 
covered a total of 5,389 
households in 21 states.

“One of the major find-
ings of the survey was 
related to mental health, 
revealing that anxiety levels 
have risen in rural India, 
making it no longer just an 
‘urban’ phenomenon,” the 
report said.

“The study reveals that 

45 per cent of the respon-
dents across gender most of 
the time have anxiety and 
worry that impacts their 
state of mind. The data 
reveals that anxiety and 
worry impact mental health 

much more among the 
older cohorts than those 
who are younger,” it added. 
The report said that 40 per 

cent of those aged 18-25 
years admitted feeling anx-
iety, with the proportion 
increasing to 53 per cent 
among those who are 60 
and above. The report also 
talked about the concept of 
“Neighbourhoods of Care” 
as a fundamental shift in the 
approach to health deliv-
ery. The report found that 
73 per cent of rural house-
holds with elderly members 
need constant care. 

|  HEALTHCARE REPORT | 

Anxiety surge among elderly in Rural India

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju speaks in the Rajya Sabha. |  Photo PTI

FACTFILE

z Assets dedicated for 
religious or charitable 
purposes are referred 
as Waqf properties.
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Serial killer in UP? 
9 women murdered 
in 13 months.

BAREILLY: A strangler on 
the loose has sent locals 
in the Shahi-Sheeshgarh 
area of Bareilly in Uttar 
Pradesh under a grip of 
fear, with the police bereft 
of a solid lead and clutch-
ing onto a few sketches in 
way of clue to get to the 
serial killer who has taken 
nine lives.

Nine women have been 
killed in the Shahi-Sheesh-
garh area since last year 
and police suspect they 
all have been perpetrated 
by the same person who 
strangled all his/her vic-
tims, at least one, by her 
own saree.

The latest victim, Anita 
Devi from Haujpur village, 
was found strangled on 

July 2, a year since the 
first murder took place 
on July 22 last year, when 
Kusma from Khajuria vil-
lage met a similar fate.

The lack of leads 

has prompted Bareilly 
range’s inspector general 
of police Rakesh Singh 
to take direct command 
of the investigation. “All 
nine murders share a 
similar nature. The local 
police have not been 
able to crack the case, 
and this inactivity cannot 
continue,” Singh said on 
Wednesday. The timeline 
of these murders paint a 
grim picture. According to 
the police, the second vic-
tim in the series was Veer-
avati from Seva Jwalapur 
village, who was strangled 
on August 23 last year.

Mehmoodan, an 
elderly woman, was 
found in a sugarcane field 
on October 31, 2023.

Bareilly on edge as serial 
killer eludes police

FASTFACTS

z The lack of leads 
has prompted Bareilly 
range’s inspector 
general of police 
Rakesh Singh to take 
direct command of the 
investigation.

z All nine murders 
share a similar nature.

NUMBER

73
z 73 pc of rural 
households with 
elderly members need 
constant care

NEWSLINE

NEW DELHI

Jamia Millia 
suspends former VC
Jamia Millia Islamia Officiat-
ing Vice-Chancellor Moham-
mad Shakeel has suspended 
with immediate effect his 
predecessor Eqbal Hus-
sain over alleged charges 
of “misuse of power” in a 
case involving the selling of 
a land on which the univer-
sity has pre-emptive right, 
an official order on Thurs-
day said.

CHAIBASA

CoBRA battalion 
jawan injured
A CoBRA battalion jawan 
was injured in an IED explo-
sion on Thursday during 
a search operation against 
Maoists in Jharkhand’s West 
Singhbhum district, police 
said. The incident occurred 
around 7.30 am in Saranda 
forest in Chotanagara police 
station area, a police state-
ment said.

RUDRAPRAYAG

Helicopter services 
to Kedarnath resume
The helicopter services 
to Kedarnath resumed 
on Thursday while 
repairing the rain-rav-
aged trek route to the 
Himalayan temple went 
on in full swing, officials 
said. The helicopter ser-
vices to Kedarnath were 
started on Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami’s 
instructions as soon as 
the weather cleared in 
the morning, the officials 
here said.

CBI arrests ED asst. 
director for bribery
NEW DELHI: The CBI 
has arrested Sandeep 
Singh Yadav, an assis-
tant director of the 
Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), for alleg-
edly accepting a bribe 
of Rs 20 lakh from 
Mumbai-based jeweler 
Vipul Harish Thakkar, 
officials said on Thurs-
day. 

The ED had con-
ducted searches at 
Thakkar’s premises on 
August 3 and 4. Yadav 
reportedly threatened 
to arrest Thakkar’s 
son unless he paid Rs 

25 lakh, later reduced 
to Rs 20 lakh. Thakkar 
approached the CBI, 
leading to a verification 
process that revealed a 
criminal conspiracy by 
Yadav to extort money 
for not arresting Nihar 
Thakkar, Vipul’s son. 

Yadav, an offi-
cer from the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT), was caught 
red-handed in the 
national capital while 
accepting the bribe, 
as per the CBI FIR and 
officials. The investiga-
tion is ongoing.

ED attaches 
Rs 113-crore 
assets
NEW DELHI: Seventy 
acres of land and flats 
in Gurugram, a few 
dwelling units in Mum-
bai, a farmhouse in 
Delhi and fixed depos-
its worth about Rs 113 
crore of Amit Katyal, 
an alleged “close asso-
ciate” of RJD chief Lalu 
Prasad’s family, and his 
realty companies have 
been attached under 
the anti-money laun-
dering law, the ED said 
Thursday.

Parl completes 
budget 
exercise
NEW DELHI: Parliamen-
tary approval for the 
Budget 2024-25 was 
completed on Thursday 
with the Rajya Sabha 
returning the relevant 
legislations to the Lok 
Sabha after Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman’s spirited reply 
to the debate emphasis-
ing Budget was aimed at 
promoting investments 
and creating jobs.

Govt withdraws The Waqf 
Properties Bill, 2014
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RAIPUR: Governor Ramen 
Deka convened a crucial 
meeting with senior state 
officials at Raj Bhavan on 
Thursday to review the 
administration, law and 
order, and implementation 
of government schemes 
across Chhattisgarh. The 
meeting focused on address-
ing the needs of Naxal-af-
fected and tribal areas, 
disaster management, and 
other significant issues.

Governor Deka empha-
sized the importance of 
integrating Naxalites who 

surrender into mainstream 
society, prioritizing their 
shelter and support. He 
stressed that the residents 
of these regions must 
receive the benefits of both 
central and state govern-
ment schemes. To improve 
access to information, the 
Governor called for the 
development of extensive 
communication systems in 
Naxal-affected areas, ensur-
ing that locals are aware of 
the latest developments and 
activities.

Director General of Police 
Ashok Juneja presented an 
overview of the geograph-

ical situation in Chhattis-
garh and highlighted major 
incidents over the past 
five years. The Governor 
inquired about measures to 
combat human trafficking 
and preparations for imple-
menting the new Justice Act. 
He urged that police officers 

maintain physical fitness, 
adopt a friendly demeanor 
with the public, and expe-
dite the filling of vacant 
positions within the force. 
Additionally, Governor Deka 
sought details on the expen-
diture of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) funds 
and the District Mineral 
Trust (DMF Fund) dedicated 
to social and cultural devel-
opment in scheduled areas. 
He directed officials to pay 
special attention to the 
health security of newborns 
and to achieve targets set 
under the Prime Minister’s 
TB Free India Campaign. 

Schemes should reach 
tribal, Naxal areas: Guv
Meeting focused on addressing the needs of Naxal-affected and tribal areas.

Ranu granted 
bail by SC, 
still held on 
EOW charges
RAIPUR: Ranu Sahu, cur-
rently imprisoned in connec-
tion with the coal levy recov-
ery and money laundering 
case, has been granted reg-
ular bail by the Supreme 
Court. However, due to 
ongoing proceedings by the 
Economic Offences Wing 
(EOW) related to the same 
matter, Sahu will remain 
in jail for the time being. 
Along with Ranu Sahu, busi-
nessmen Sunil Agarwal and 
Deepesh Tank have also 
received regular bail from 
the Supreme Court. Despite 
this development, Sahu’s 
release is pending due to an 
unresolved money launder-
ing case filed by the EOW in 
January of this year. He has 
yet to secure bail for these 
charges. In a separate legal 
matter, rice miller Roshan 
Chandrakar, who is incar-
cerated in connection with 
the custom milling incentive 
scam, was denied bail by the 
special court. Chandrakar’s 
lawyer reported that the 
court rejected his bail appli-
cation today. 

Ramen Deka 
extends 
wishes on 
World  
Tribal Day
RAIPUR: On the occasion 
of World Tribal Day, 
Governor Ramen Deka 
extended his heartfelt 
wishes to the tribal com-
munities and citizens 
of Chhattisgarh. Cele-
brated on August 9, the 
day is a tribute to the 
rich culture, customs, 
languages, and beliefs 
of tribal societies. In his 
message, Governor Deka 
highlighted the signifi-
cant contributions of 
the tribal community to 
both the nation and the 
state. He emphasized the 
importance of preserv-
ing their vibrant cultural 
heritage, which adds 
diversity and strength 
to our society. Governor 
Deka praised the sim-
plicity, spontaneity, and 
purity of the tribal peo-
ple, noting their deep 
connection with nature 
and their role in environ-
mental protection. He 
acknowledged that mod-
ern society has much to 
learn from the tribal way 
of life. Paying homage to 
the revolutionary and 
courageous figures from 
tribal history, including 
martyrs Veer Narayan 
Singh, Veer Gundadhur, 
Birsa Munda, and the 
valiant Rani Durgavati, 
Governor Deka urged 
everyone to commit to 
the development and 
respect of the tribal 
society.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR:  The Bureau of 
Indian Standards (BIS) suc-
cessfully conducted a two-
day training program on 
August 6-7, 2024, at Hotel 
Shamrock Greens, Raipur, 
aimed at enhancing the 
teaching of science through 
standards. The program, 
titled “Teaching Science 
through Standards,” saw 
the participation of 102 
science faculty teachers 
from 56 schools across 20 
districts of Chhattisgarh. 
This initiative by BIS is 

designed to promote scien-
tific knowledge and under-
standing among students 
by integrating standards 
into the curriculum. As 
part of this initiative, BIS 

has developed 52 lesson 
plans that focus on the sci-
entific principles applied 
in everyday products. Dur-
ing the training, science 
teachers were equipped 

with these lesson plans to 
incorporate them into their 
teaching methodologies.

D i b y a p a n d u t 
Chakraborty, Scientist-G 
& Deputy Director Gen-

eral (Eastern Region), BIS, 
highlighted the various 
outreach programs BIS is 
conducting to raise qual-
ity awareness nationwide. 
These include sensitization 
programs for government 
officials, product-related 
training for industries, stan-
dards clubs in academic 
institutions, and awareness 
programs in Gram Pan-
chayats. He emphasized 
the critical role of academic 
institutions and teachers 
in fostering a culture of 
quality awareness across  
the country.

Central Chronicle News

The campaign  
aims to see the national 
flag flying in every 
household.

RAIPUR: Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai inau-
gurated the “Har Ghar 
Tiranga” campaign during 
Jandarshan on Thursday, 
celebrating the spirit of 
Independence Day. The 
campaign aims to see the 
national flag flying in every 
household across the state 
from August 9 to 15 as 
part of the Independence 
Week celebrations. At the 
Jandarshan event, the 
Chief Minister distributed 
national flags to attendees, 
who waved the tricolor 
and chanted patriotic slo-
gans like “Bharat Mata Ki 
Jai” and “Vande Mataram.” 
This initiative, part of the 
Amrit Mahotsav of Inde-

pendence, is designed to 
inspire all citizens to hoist 
the national flag at their 
homes, fostering a sense 
of national pride and unity. 
Throughout Independence 

Week, a variety of patriotic 
activities will take place, 
including Tiranga Yatras, 
Tricolor Rallies, and Tri-
color Marathons at both 
state and district levels. 
Participants will be encour-
aged to take selfies with 
the tricolor and partake in 
the tricolor pledge. Spe-
cial events will also honor 
freedom fighters and their 
families. Local level bike, 
cycle, and car rallies will 

be organized, with active 
participation from youth 
volunteers, organizations, 
and state representatives. 
The campaign will also 
involve sports and fitness 
enthusiasts, bloggers, and 
influencers, who will help 
promote the spirit of the 
event through blogs and 
social media. Patriotic con-
certs featuring the Tricolor 
Anthem will be held, and 
tricolor canvases will be set 
up for public messages in 
various Indian languages. 
Stalls at these events will 
offer tricolor flags, cloth-
ing, and food items. 

The Culture Depart-
ment has issued instruc-
tions to District Collectors 
to ensure comprehensive 
participation in the “Har 
Ghar Tiranga” program, 
urging public sector under-
takings, self-help groups, 
and social organizations 
to actively engage in the  
celebrations. 

CM Vishnu Deo Sai launching  ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign at Jandarshan.
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Raipur
Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

The Day’s
NUMBERS

HIGHEST NUMBER OF DEATH CASES  
DUE TO NATURAL DISASTER

District 
wise in 
Chhattisgarh

Source :Agencies

 751

708

662

641

605

RAIPUR: Deshbandhu Higher Second-
ary School held a riveting school-level 
debate competition on Thursday, 
focusing on the thought-provoking 
topic, “Is Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
beneficial for society?” Students from 
classes 10th, 11th, and 12th (Group 
‘A’) showcased their exceptional ora-
tory skills and presented compelling 
arguments on the impact of AI. In 
the competition, Gauri Chawla from 
Sihawa House and Tanishka Chute 
from Vindhyachal House secured first 
and second prizes, respectively, for 
their arguments in favor of AI. Snigdha 

Mahapatra from Vindhyachal House 
and Vinayak Khandelwal from Maikal 
House claimed first and second prizes, 
respectively, for their arguments 
against AI. The event was judged by 
esteemed panelists Ms. Shikha Saraf, 
Mr. Pramod Srivastava, and Mrs. 
Meenal Shukla. Principal Mr. Shishir 
Das commended all participants for 
their excellent performances. The pro-
gram concluded successfully with a 
vote of thanks from Literary Head San-
sthita Kosta. The event was directed 
by Mrs. Anita Agarwal, who ensured 
its smooth execution.

School-level debate competition
Deshbandhu English Medium Higher Scondary 

School hosts dynamic debate competitionHIGHLIGHT

z Two new bus depots 
are being set up in 
Amanaka and Pandri 
of the city for the 
continuous operation 
of these buses

FACTFILE

z Throughout 
Independence Week, 
a variety of patriotic 
activities will take place.

Regional institute of 
LNIPE will be opened in 

Chhattisgarh.
Tank Ram Verma

State Minister for Sports and 
Youth Welfare.
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| DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW | 

BIS organizes 2-day training program

RAIPUR: An FIR has been lodged 
against KK Srivastava, a prominent 
figure from Chhattisgarh, in connec-
tion with a massive fraud involving 
Rs 15 crore. The complaint, filed at 
Telibandha police station, accuses 
Srivastava of deceiving a Delhi busi-
nessman by promising to secure a 
Smart City project contract. The vic-
tim, Ashok Rawat, owner of Rawat 
Associates, alleges that KK Srivastava, 
claiming to be well-connected with 
political figures during the Congress 
regime, promised to secure a Rs 500 
crore Smart City project. Srivastava 
purportedly demanded Rs 15 crore 
as a performance bond to facilitate 
the deal. According to the FIR, Srivas-
tava prepared fake documents and 
directed Rawat to deposit the money 
into seven different bank accounts. 

FIR FILED

FIR filed against  
KK Srivastava in Rs 15 
crore fraud case

RAIPUR: In a major breakthrough, 
Raipur police have arrested three 
siblings and two buyers involved in a 
series of thefts from vacant houses in 
the DD Nagar police station area. The 
suspects are accused of breaking into 
eight different houses and stealing 
goods valued at Rs 16,51,000, includ-
ing gold and silver jewelry, cash, 
mobile phones, and a vehicle used in 
the crimes. The main accused include 
Suraj Singh alias Ashutosh (20 years) 
and Siddharth Singh alias Naintu (24 
years): These brothers have a history 
of theft-related offenses and have 
served jail time for similar crimes and 
Aditi Singh alias Simmi (30 years): 
The sister of Suraj Singh, who was 
involved in selling the stolen jew-
elry. The buyers were Sanjay Kumar 
Jaiswal (40 years) and Arvind Kumar 
Verma (31 years): Jewelry shop own-
ers from Chandauli, Uttar Pradesh, 
who purchased the stolen jewelry. On 
June 25, Garima Sharma reported to 
DD Nagar police that upon returning 
from her maternal home in Arang, 
she discovered her house had been 
burglarized. Locks on the main door 
and cupboard were broken, and valu-
able items, including gold and silver 
jewelry, mobile phones, and cash, 
were missing. 

ARRESTED

3 siblings and 2 buyers 
arrested for stealing  
from multiple houses

|  “ H A R  G H A R  T I R A N G A ”  C A M P A I G N   |

Chief Minister launches  
‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ campaign

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

PNB Zonal Manager meets 
Arun Sao to discuss eco 
development initiatives
RAIPUR: In a sig-
nificant devel-
opment, Ashish 
Chaturvedi, the 
General Man-
ager and Zonal 
Manager for 
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand at Punjab 
National Bank (PNB), met with Arun Sao, 
the Deputy Chief Minister of Chhattis-
garh, to discuss the bank’s role in foster-
ing economic growth in the state. During 
the meeting, Chaturvedi underscored 
PNB’s commitment to empowering local 
businesses and entrepreneurs through 
various government schemes aimed at 
promoting economic development. He 
highlighted the bank’s efforts in inte-
grating digital technology across its loan 
schemes, ensuring faster and more effi-
cient service delivery to customers.

PRODUCTION WARRANT 

Anwar Dhebar and 
Arunpati Tripathi brought 
to Raipur for questioning

RAIPUR: Businessman Anwar Dhebar 
and former officer Arunpati Tripa-
thi were transported from Meerut to 
Raipur on Thursday under a produc-
tion warrant issued by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED). The pair, 
who were initially involved in a fake 
hologram case and had been held in 
Meerut, appeared before the special 
court in Raipur around 1 pm. The 
production warrant was issued by 
the ED as part of an ongoing inves-
tigation into a liquor scam. Follow-
ing the failure to present the chal-
lan in the Karnataka case related to 
the liquor scam, the ED registered a 
new case. Anwar and Tripathi had 
been arrested by the Uttar Pradesh 
Special Task Force (UP STF) in con-
nection with the fake hologram case 
and were held on judicial remand  
in Meerut.

Surajpur

Korba

Balrampur

Bilaspur

Janjgir-Champa

BIS is conducting 
various outreach 
programs to raise 
quality awareness. 

Dibyapandut Chakraborty,

Scientist-G & Deputy DG 
(Eastern Region), BIS

Governor Ramen Deka convened a crucial meeting with senior state officials at Raj Bhavan.
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Raipur News
Cabinet Committee 
reviews Politically 
Motivated Cases

CM distributes cheques 
to 12 beneficiaries

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A meeting of the 
Cabinet Sub-Committee, 
chaired by Deputy Chief 
Minister Vijay Sharma, 
was held at his residence 
office to discuss cases 
related to purely polit-
ical movements. The 
meeting was attended by 
members of the Cabinet 
Sub-Committee, includ-
ing Agriculture Minister 
Ram Vichar Netam and 
Women and Child Devel-
opment Minister Lakshmi 
Rajwade.

The Cabinet Sub-Com-
mittee reviewed 46 out of 
137 cases related to polit-
ical movements received 

from various districts. 
The Sub-Committee will 
present its recommenda-
tions to the Cabinet for 
further consideration, fol-
lowing which necessary 
action will be ensured. 
The meeting aimed to 
address politically moti-
vated cases and ensure 
appropriate action is 
taken to maintain law and 
order in the state.

RAIPUR: A large number 
of people from across 
the state gathered at CM 
House today to attend 
‘Jandarshan’. They met 
Chief Minister Shri Vishnu 
Deo Sai and shared their 
grievances and demands 
with him amidst the driz-
zle. At the program, Chief 
Minister handed over 
cheques of financial aid 
to 12 beneficiaries under 
the Chhattisgarh Building 
and Other Construction 
Workers Welfare Board.

It is noteworthy that 
during today’s Jan-
darshan program, the 
Labour Department of 
State Government distrib-

uted cheques of financial 
aid worth Rs 11 crore 41 
lakh 25 thousand 500 
to 6,205 beneficiaries 
under various schemes. 
This included cheques 
amounting to Rs 5 crore 
21 lakh 20 thousand to 
2,606 beneficiaries under 
Mukhyamantri Noni 
Sashaktikaran Sahayta 
Yojana, cheques worth 
Rs five crore 18 lakh 60 
thousand to 2,593 bene-
ficiaries under Mini Mata 
Mahatari Jatan Yojana, 
and cheques amounting 
to Rs 15 lakh 66 thousand 
to 827 beneficiaries under 
the Mukhyamantri Noni-
haal Chhatravritti Yojana.

Central Chronicle News

150,000 citizens of 
Amlidih, Rajendra 
Nagar, and Mahavir 
Nagar are not 
receiving the bene-
fits of the express-
way.

RAIPUR: On the 12 km 
expressway from Raipur 
railway station to New 
Raipur, service roads 
have been constructed in 
Fafadih, Devendra Nagar, 
Shankar Nagar, and Tel-
ibandha to facilitate the 
movement of citizens. As 
a result, nearly half of the 
population of Raipur city 
is benefiting from this 
commuting facility, and 
the canal linking road 
and expressway have 
become lifelines for the 
citizens of Raipur.

However, on the 
other hand, the 150,000 
citizens of Amlihdih, 

Rajendra Nagar, and 
Mahavir Nagar are not 
receiving the benefits of 
the expressway. Conse-
quently, the entire traffic 
load falls on VIP Road 
and the Amalidih road, 
creating a constant risk 
of accidents. If a service 
road is constructed in 
Amalidih, the citizens 
here will have convenient 
access to Shankar Nagar, 
Devendra Nagar, Fafa-
dih, the industrial area, 
the railway station, and 

the airport. This will also 
reduce traffic pressure on 
VIP Road and in Amalidih 
village, thereby prevent-
ing accidents.

Landowners have 
donated their land to 
the Chhattisgarh Road 
Development Author-
ity through deeds for 
the construction of the 
service road, and it has 
been recorded in the rev-
enue records. However, 
the construction of the 
service road has not yet 

begun! The construction 
of the service road was 
halted by the Chief Sec-
retary because the land-
owners had demanded 
future entry, which the 
Chief Secretary outright 
rejected. Surprisingly, 
Raipur Municipal Corpo-
ration has granted entry 
permission to Sky Auto-
mobiles and Telibandha 
Developers on the service 
road since 2020.

|  C I T I Z E N S  C O N C E R N  |

Need for service road to join 
Expressway from Amlidih

Chhattisgarh to get 
Regional Institute of 
Physical Education 
Central Chronicle News

LNIPE will be estab-
lished on a 120-acre 
land identified in 
Tendua, Nava Rai-
pur.

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
is set to get a regional 
institute of Lakshmibai 
National Institute of Phys-
ical Education (LNIPE), 
Gwalior, with the state 
government giving its 
in-principle approval. 
The institute will be 
established on a 120-acre 
land identified in Ten-
dua, Nava Raipur, which 
will be allotted to the 
Sports and Youth Welfare 
Department by the Reve-
nue Department.

The regional institute 
will offer specialized 
courses in physical edu-
cation and sports, with a 
capacity to accommodate 
1000 students per aca-
demic session. It will be a 
fully residential institute.

Sports and Youth Wel-
fare Minister Tank Ram 
Verma held a meeting 
with LNIPE Gwalior’s 
Vice-Chancellor Profes-
sor Indu Bora to discuss 
the establishment of the 
regional institute. The 
proposal will be sent to 
the Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports, Gov-
ernment of India, next 
week, and Minister Verma 
will meet with Union Min-
ister Mansukh Manda-
viya to request approval. 
The institute will receive 
financial assistance from 
the Government of India. 
The establishment of 
the regional institute 
is expected to provide 
a boost to sports and  
physical education in 
Chhattisgarh.

A delegation of Amlihdih residents meeting Chief Minister.

FASTFACTS

z Landowners 
have donated their 
land to the CRDA 
through deeds for the 
construction of the 
service road, and it has 
been recorded in the 
revenue records.

z Construction of 
the service road was 
halted by the Chief 
Secretary.
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HIGHLIGHT

z The Cabinet Sub-
Committee reviewed 
46 out of 137 cases 
related to political 
movements.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Fearless 
and Flawless community 
of women, under the 
banner of NH Goel Fin-
ishing School, recently 
hosted a captivating ses-
sion on urban garden-
ing, featuring renowned 
expert Ms. Simi Khanna 
from New Delhi. The 
dynamic group of over 
100 women, who meet 
monthly to explore vari-
ous topics, were inspired 
by Ms. Khanna’s practi-
cal tips and expertise in 

designing and enhancing 
urban gardens.

Ms. Khanna empha-
sized the importance 
of considering the view 

from inside the house 
when planning a gar-
den, creating a focal 
point, and incorporat-
ing hidden features. She 

also stressed the signifi-
cance of understanding 
sunlight direction and  
careful planning to 

create a beautiful and  
functional garden.

The session left the 
women of Raipur eager 
to apply Ms. Khanna’s 
insights to their own 
urban spaces, furthering 
their journey of growing 
green and vibrant gar-
dens in the city. 

The community’s 
director, Pallavi Goel, 
aptly summarized the 
spirit of the gathering, 
saying, “Strength is not 
found in lifting ourselves 
higher; it is found in lift-
ing others with us.”

|  FEARLESS AND FLAWLESS  | 

Women bloom with urban gardening insights
46th capacity building 
prog of NML from Aug 10
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Anthropo-
logical Survey of India 
and Raja Rammohan Roy 
PustakalayaPratishthan, 
an institution working 
under the Ministry of 
Culture, Government 
of India, are organiz-
ing the 46th Capacity 
Building Programme of 
National Library Mission 
(NML) for Public Library 
Personnel from 10th to 
14th August, 2024 at Pt. 
Ravishankar Shukla Uni-
versity, Raipur. The for-

mal inauguration of the 
programme will be held 
on 11th August, 2024 at 
03.00 pm at Pt. Sundar-
lal Sharma Pustakalaya, 
Pt. Ravishankar Shukla 
University, Raipur. About 
60 participants, mainly 
public library profession-
als from Chhattisgarh, 
Madhya Pradesh, West 
Bengal and Maharashtra 
will participate in this 
training programme.

Nationwide 45 training 
programmes have been 
conducted so far in differ-
ent parts of the country.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A large number 
of people attended Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai’s 
Jandarshan programme 
today, despite the drizzle, 
to have their concerns 
addressed. During the 
event, the Chief Minis-
ter launched the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ initiative 
in Chhattisgarh and dis-
tributed National Flags 
to attendees. He also 
symbolically distributed 
assistance amount to 
12 beneficiaries, mark-
ing the start of a Rs 11.41 
crore aid distribution to 
over 6,200 labour fami-
lies under various Labour 

Department schemes. 
Chief Minister’s Secre-
tary Rahul Bhagat and 
P. Dayanand along with 
senior officials and a large 
number of residents were 
present on the occasion. 

Beneficiaries of the 

Mahtari Vandan Yojana, 
who visited the Chief 
Minister’s residence dur-
ing the Jandarshan pro-
gramme, expressed their 
gratitude for the scheme, 
highlighting its impact 

on empowering women. 
They mentioned that this 
Rakshabandhan festival 
would be more joyous, 
allowing them to pur-
chase variety of sweets 
for their brothers. 

‘Jandarshan’ sees huge 
turnout despite drizzle

CM symbolically distributed amount to 12 beneficiaries.

Large number of people attended CM Vishnu Deo Sai’s Jandarshan programme today.

FASTFACTS

z Rs 11.41 cr aid 
distribution to over 
6,200 labour families 
under various Labour 
Department schemes.

z CM launched the ‘Har 
Ghar Tiranga’ initiative 
in State and distributed 
National Flags to 
attendees.

CM Sai assures parents of Lakshya  
for his treatment in Ahmedabad

Roshan Sahu, a resident of Raman Mandir Ward in 
Fafadih, Raipur, explained that his 8-year-old son, Lak-
shya, suffers from bladder exstrophy. For his treatment, 
he will need to travel to Ahmedabad regularly, but his 
financial situation doesn’t allows him to. Upon hearing 
his plight, the Chief Minister directed health depart-
ment officials to ensure that proper arrangements are 
made for the child’s medical care. The child’s father 
stated “I was exhausted from seeking treatment for a 
long time and had lost hope. Meeting the Chief Minister 
has given me new hope.”

3 Divyang 
get battery-
operated 
tricycles 
RAIPUR: At the ‘Jan-
darshan’ program held in 
CM House today, CM Sai 
distributed battery-oper-
ated motorized tricycles 
to three Divyang (differ-
ently-abled) individuals, 
under the schemes of 
Social Welfare Depart-
ment. On this occasion, 
Komal Lahare, Sana 
Parveen, and Thagia Sahu 
expressed their gratitude 
to the CM. Previously, 
18-year-old Sana Parveen 
from Chaurasia Colony 
in Raipur, Komal Lahare 
from Serikhedi village, 
and Thagia Sahu from 
Kachna in Dhamtari dis-
trict had to rely on their 
family and other people 
for transportation. 

CM promises 
Bodhanlal to 
give his due
RAIPUR: As an immediate 
response to a complaint 
received at Jandarshan 
regarding delayed pay-
ment of compensation 
against the land acquired, 
CM Sai gave instructions 
to release the compensa-
tion amount at the ear-
liest. At the Jandarshan 
program held today, 
Bodhanlal, a resident of 
Balod, told Chief Min-
ister that his land was 
acquired for the construc-
tion of the Anda road, but 
he has not yet received 
the compensation against 
the land acquisition.

CM praises PR 
Department’s 
‘Janman’ 
booklet
RAIPUR: The Public Rela-
tions (PR) Department 
distributed the ‘Janman’ 
booklet among the pub-
lic during today’s Jan-
darshan programme at 
the Chief Minister’s res-
idence. This booklet is 
designed to inform citi-
zens about the state gov-
ernment’s public welfare 
schemes, policies, and 
achievements. The goal of 
distributing the booklet is 
to raise awareness among 
the citizens about these 
schemes, ensuring that 
more people can benefit 
from them. A large num-
ber of people attended 
the Jandarshan to meet 
the Chief Minister, who 
praised the booklet 
describing it as ‘highly 
beneficial’. He stated that 
it serves as a vital tool for 
connecting common cit-
izens with the state gov-
ernment. CM highlighted 
the commitment to pub-
lic welfare and its efforts 
to educate people about 
welfare schemes through 
such publications.

WORLD TRIBAL DAY

Dr. Raman 
extends greetings

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Assembly Speaker 
Dr. Raman Singh has 
extended his greetings 
and best wishes to the 
people of the state on the 
occasion of World Tribal 
Day. In his message, Dr. 
Singh highlighted the 
significance of World 
Tribal Day, emphasizing 
the need to raise aware-
ness about the challenges 
faced by tribal communi-
ties worldwide. He also 
emphasized the impor-
tance of working towards 
a better future for tribal 
communities. Dr. Singh 
acknowledged the vital 
role tribal communities 
play in development at 
the local, national, and 
global levels. He also rec-
ognized their contribu-
tions to social and envi-
ronmental conservation, 
stating that they have 
always been at the fore-
front of protecting their 
cultures and traditions.

All India Junior Ranking 

Rounak wins 
Boys’ singles title

RAIPUR: City-lad Rounak 
Chauhan has emerged 
victorious in the Boys’ 
Singles category at the 
All India Junior Ranking 
Badminton Tournament 
held in Bhubaneswar. 
In the final match, Rou-
nak defeated Rajasthan’s 
Sanskar Saraswat with a 
score of 21-14, 21-12. Rou-
nak overcame Gnan Dattu 
in the quarterfinals with a 
score of 18-21, 21-15, 21-13 
and Manish Fogat in the 
semifinals with a score of 
21-17, 21-15. The top 8 play-
ers in the singles category 
and the top 4 pairs in the 
doubles category from this 
tournament will qualify 
for the selection tourna-
ment to be held in Delhi .

BADMINTON

Rajul, Siya, 
Tanisha win 
matches in Jr 
Badminton

RAIPUR: Rajul Kochar 
defeated Rashwin Kaur 
with the score of 30-28 
in the Under 15 girls cat-
egory match of the Sub-
Junior Badminton tour-
nament being organized 
under the aegis of Raipur 
District Badminton Asso-
ciation (RDBA) at Sapre 
School here on Thursday.

Similarly, Siya Rajpur 
defeated Limaya with the 
score of 33-31 whereas 
Tanusha Banjerjee and 
Arna Parsai also won 
their matches in the same 
category. In the Boys cat-
egory matches, Harsh 
Deshpande defeated 
Nikhil Jain, Aryan Manik 
defeated Raghav Verma, 
Shreyansh Kaushik and 
Samarth Gupta also won 
their matches to advance 
ahead in the tournament.

NEWSLINE

Strength is not 
found in lifting 

ourselves higher; 
it is found in 

lifting others with 
us.  

Pallavi Goel  
Community’s Director



New water tank in 
Sikshak Nagar soon

Hariyali Teej Milan 
Samaroh organised

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: For the last 15 
years, the residents of 
Sikshak Nagar were con-
tinuously demanding 
to demolish the dilapi-
dated water tank from 
the Durg Municipal Cor-
poration. The said water 
tank was maintained by 
the Public Health Engi-
neering Department 10 
years ago at a cost of Rs 
30 lakhs, but when the 
wall got damaged due to 
the top dome of the water 
tank falling inside, it was 
declared as dilapidated. 
In view of the drinking 
water supply, water was 
being supplied by filling 
it less than the capacity. 
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal 

and Water Works Incharge 
Sanjay Kohle were contin-
uously trying to demand 
funds by sending the esti-

mate to the government 
for construction of a new 
water tank in place of the 
dilapidated water tank. 
The government has sanc-
tioned Rs 178.60 lakh for 
construction of water 
tank in Sikshak Nagar and 
Rs. 93.77 lakh for pipe-
line work under drinking 
water management in 15th 
Finance Commission. 

BHILAI: Teej Milan Sama-
rohwas organised in Scin-
dia Nagar to mark the 
holy month of Sawan. 
The program beganwith 
prayers to Lord Shiv and 
bhajan kirtan. Women 
and children performed 
captivating dances on the 
traditional songs of Teej 
festival. Women partici-
pated enthusiastically in 
the Sawan Teej festival 
program organized by 
Neelu Self Help Group. 
The colourful event 
included mehndi com-
petition, dance, sixteen 

adornments, JhulaJhul 
Sawan were celebrated. 
While Archana Sharma 
came first in mehndi 
competition, Deepika 
Sahu came first in six-
teen adornments, Rekha 
Singh came first in Hari-
yali sixteen adornments, 
Pushpa Pandey won 
musical chair. Everyone 
was given prizes. During 
the programme, Nee-
luSingh,social worker 
who organised the event 
informed that every year 
on Mahashivratri, Rudrab-
hishek is also performed.

Central Chronicle News

Joy and fanfare 
marks the celebra-
tion.

BHILAI: Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) Bhilai 
celebrated its 9th Foun-
dation Day with joy and 
fanfare. It also presented 
the institute with an occa-
sion to reflect on its incep-
tion and contemplate the 
significant developments 
since then.

The function com-
menced with a lamp-light-
ing ceremony followed 
by the Saraswati Van-
dana and felicitation of 
the dignitaries. The chief 
guest on the occasion 
was Shyam Sunder Bajaj, 
Director General, Chhat-
tisgarh Council of Science 
and Technology. K Ven-
kataramanan, Chairman 
of the Board of Governors, 
IIT Bhilai, also graced the 

occasion.
In his welcome address, 

Prof Rajiv Prakash, Direc-
tor, IIT Bhilai, spoke about 

the achievements of IIT 
Bhilai and the remark-
able journey behind it. He 
acknowledged the efforts 
of the faculty and staff 
members in overcoming 
the initial constraints and 
challenges that a new 
institute faces. 

The journey of IIT 
Bhilai was shown via a 
short audio-visual. K Ven-
kataramanan addressed 
the audience by giving his 
blessings to the institute 

and its community. He 
emphasized the students 
to pursue the extra-curric-
ular activities apart from 
the studies.

The ‘IIT Bhilai: In 
Press 2023-24’ magazine 
was released by IIT Bhilai 
Media Team highlighting 
the Institute’s achieve-
ments published by the 
press over the past year. 
SS Bajaj addressed the 
audience and shared his 
valuable insight. 

Awards were given 
to the best-performing 
employees of the year. 
The winners were com-
mended for their hard 
work, and all the institute 
members present were 
encouraged to perform 
their duties with pride 
and dedication.

Dr Jayesh Chandra S 
Pai (Wing Cdr Retd), Reg-
istrar, IIT Bhilai delivered 
the vote of thanks, and the 
function concluded with 
the national anthem.

|  F O U N DAT I O N  DAY   |

IIT Bhilai observes 9th 
Foundation Day

Lecture organised 
on freedom from 
diabetes & obesity

Central Chronicle News

Without medicines 
through a disci-
plined lifestyle

BHILAI: OA-BSP organised 
a lecture of renowned 
physician Dr Jagannath 
Dixit in which detailed 
information about free-
dom from diabetes and 
obesity was given.

Dr Dixit, a renowned 
physician of India who 
gave the mantra of fitness 
to all the MPs and Chief 
Secretaries of India dur-
ing the “Fit India” cam-
paign, explained in detail 
the need for food in our 
body and the response of 
insulin to them and the 

process of insulin pro-
duction in the body. 

Dr Dixit showed the 
way to eliminate diabetes 
and obesity without med-
icines through a disci-
plined lifestyle. Contrary 
to popular belief, Dr Dixit 
said that freedom from 
diabetes is possible if a 
person controls his life 
style with complete dis-
cipline and stops “emo-
tional eating” and eats 
only two times a day only 
when feeling extremely 
hungry. OA-BSP presi-
dent NK Banchhor pre-
sided over while Dr 
Ravindranath was pres-
ent as special guest. OA 
General Secretary Parvin-
der Singh conducted  
the programme. 

A dance being performed at the function

FASTFACTS

z Journey of IIT Bhilai 
was shown via a short 
audio-visual

z Efforts of faculty and 
staff acknowledged 
in overcoming initial 
constraints

BUS STOLEN 

BURGLARY

Thief caught  
on CCTV

BSF jawan’s  
bike lifted

BHILAI: A person stealing 
a passenger bus parked in 
the New Bus Stand of Durg 
was caught on CCTV. The 
victim Mohammad Firoz 
Rathore is the owner of 
Reliance Tours and Trav-
els. A spare passenger bus 
registered in the name of 
Firoz’s son was parked in 
front of his office in Durg 
New Bus Stand. Around 
03:11 hrs on the interven-
ing night of Wednesday, a 
person named Ramzan of 
Takiyapara Durg, used a 
duplicate key to steal the 
bus. The entire incident was 
recorded in the CCTV cam-
era installed in the office of 
Vrinda Travels, located in 
the neighbourhood. Police 
lodged an offence against 
the accused Ramzan under 
section 303(2) of BNS.

BHILAI: Bike of a BSF 
Jawan was stolen from 
Supela. The victim Suren-
dra Goswami resides at a 
rented house in Radhika 
Nagar and is positioned 
as Wireless Operator of 
BSF at Sector 6 Bhilai. 
On August 04, he con-
sumed liquor and left his 
scooter (BR37-AB-8333) 
unlocked near Nizami 
Square in Supela. Next 
morning, he reached 
there to collect his 
scooter and discovered 
that it was stolen. Police 
lodged an offence against 
unknown thieves under 
section 303(2) of BNS.   

ARREST

Gang of thieves 
busted 

BHILAI: Police arrested 
three persons in connec-
tion with theft of LPG 
cylinders at two places in 
Jamul Police Station limits. 
With the help of technical 
inputs and CCTV footage, 
police nabbed the suspects 
who later confessed to 
committing the crime. The 
accused Gurpreet Singh 
(21) of Sai Nagar, Vaishali 
Nagar; Gagandeep Singh 
(24) of Vaishali Nagar and 
Mohammad Daud (24) of 
Gada Chowk, Supela were 
arrested under sections 
303(2), 331(4), 305, 112(2), 
3(5) of BNS. Police recov-
ered ten stolen LPG cyl-
inders from their posses-
sion. They were produced 
before the court and have 
been sent to jail on judicial 
remand.

THEFT

Tractor and 
trolley stolen

NEWSLINE

HIGHLIGHT

z TAfter a demand 
to demolish the old 
dilapidated water tank 
for over 15 years

“Perform your 
duties with sincerity 

and integrity”
Bipin Deshmukh 
Principal, SSV-X

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The most auspi-
cious occasion the inves-
titure ceremony, of the 
Junior Wing of Sri San-
kara Vidyalaya Sector –X 
was held on Thursday 
with full zeal and enthu-
siasm. The Chief Guest 
of the day was Padmshri 
Tanwar (ASP, IUCAW, 
Durg). The ceremony 
commenced with the 
lighting of the ceremo-
nial lamp and garlanding 
of the portraits of God-
dess Saraswati and Sri 

SriChandrasekharendra 
Saraswathi Swamiji fol-
lowed by bouquet pre-
sentation to the guests by 
the Head Mistress ( Junior 
Wing), Charneet Kaur 
Sandhu and the team of 

teachers. The ceremony 
began with the introduc-
tion by V Harshita. The 
school Prefectorial Body 
was conferred with their 
respective posts by pin-
ning of badges and sashes 

by the Principal. 
The oath of office was 

administered by Prin-
cipal Bipin Deshmukh. 
Aavaya Verma was con-
ferred with the post of 
Head Girl and Eshan 
Madharia with the post 

of Head Boy Vice Head 
Girl – Ammarah Khan, 
Vice Head Boy– Balraj 
Singh Sandhu, Cultural 
Secretary-Janvi Naresh 
Jadhav and Swarnim 
Shukla, Sports Secretary- 
Ritika Roy and  G Jyoti-
raditya, Discipline Sec-
retary – Arshita Siya and 
LohitanshChandrakar, 
Public Speaking Secre-
tary Ishita Chandrkar and 
Vishesh Chawda. Bipin 
Deshmukh, motivated 
the newly elected body to 
perform their duties with 
sincerity and integrity. 

|  SCHOOL PREFECTORIAL BODY  | 

Investiture Ceremony of Jr Wing held at SSV-X
27 villagers avail free 
health services
Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) 
Department of the Plant 
organized a one-day free 
Health Camp, at Village 
Dumardihthe other day.A 
total of 27 villagers from 
Dumardih, including 15 men, 
10 women, and 02 children 
availed of free health ser-
vices at the day-long Health 
Camp. Free medicines were 
also distributed to villagers 
attending the camp. The 
Medical Team comprising of 
Dr Nishi Minj, Medical Con-

sultant, Firoza Joseph, Nurs-
ing Staff for Blood-Sugar, HB, 
and BP examination, Susan 
Jacob, Pharmacist, and 
Shambhu Dayal, for registra-
tion, volunteered their ser-
vices for the Medical Camp 
at Dumardih village. Mahra 
Ram Mandavi, from the 
CSR department, was also 
present during the Health 
Camp.It is noteworthy that 
conducting Health Camps is 
one of the prime initiatives, 
through which BSP’s CSR 
Department has contributed 
substantially towards Public 
Health and medicine. 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: On Thursday, 
Bhilai Municipal Corpo-
ration took action against 
encroachments on the 
road between Avanti 
Bai Square to Surya Mall 
Square. The team primar-
ily targeted the illegal con-
structions on the drains 
which were obstructing 
water flow and caus-
ing water accumulation 
on roads during rains.  
Municipal Corporation 
Bhilai had given notice 
to the roadside vendors 
and shopkeepers. Public 
announcement was also 
made to give final warn-
ing about two days before 

taking forceful action. 
Some people voluntarily 
removed the encroach-
ments while BMC had 
to raze the illegal struc-
tures of many other peo-
ple. The enforcement 
squad of BMC used earth 
movers to demolish the 
structures.  Zone Com-

missioner Yesha Lehre 
informed that on the 
instructions of BMC 
Commissioner Devesh 
Dhruv, they gave ample 
time to the encroach-
ers to remove the ille-
gal structures. Lastly, 
they had to take action 

against those who did not 
respond to the notices. 
Due to encroachments, 
BMC staff was not able  
to clean the drains  
properly. Water accumu-
lation in drains had cre-
ated breeding grounds 
for mosquitoes. 

Encroachments razed 
to prevent flooding

Joint team demolishes illegal structures constructed on drains.

Zone Commissioner giving instructions to the enforcement squad.

FASTFACTS

z BMC served notices 
and made public 
announcement before 
the drive 

z Illegal structures 
were causing 
obstruction in drains 
and roads 

Denizens appreciate anti-encroachment 
drive  by BMC

During the anti-encroachment drive, many com-
muters stopped and appreciated the BMC team for 
removing roadside encroachments. A vehicle driver 
Krishna said that the encroachers had reduced the 
road width due to which free traffic movement was 
affected. The advertisement boards, lights and mini 
garden made by a petrol pump in Junwani Chowk 
were also removed.

Ration of July 
available till 
August 15
BHILAI: Under the Public 
Distribution System, due 
to non-timely storage of 
food grains in the shops 
in the month of July 2024, 
food grains could not be 
distributed to some bene-
ficiaries. The government 
has increased the date 
of distribution of food 
grains by 15 August.

Applications 
invited for 
guest trainers
BHILAI: Temporary 
appointment of guest 
trainer is to be done for 
CM Skill Development 
Training at Antyavasai 
Vocational Training Cen-
ter at Industrial Area 
Jawahar Nagar, Dham-
dha Naka, Durg. Inter-
ested persons can submit 
applications till August 
20 to give training in the  
trade Self Employed 
Tailor. The applicant 
must have a Diploma in  
relevant trade.

481.2 mm 
rainfall 
recorded

Solatium 
compensation 
granted

BHILAI: An average rain-
fall of 481.2 mm has 
been recorded in the 
district from 01 June to 
08 August. The highest 
rainfall of 811.6 mm has 
been recorded in Patan 
Tehsil and the lowest 
332.1 mm in Dhamdha 
Tehsil. Apart from this, 
402.0 mm rainfall has 
been recorded in Durg, 
390.3 mm in Bori, 426.0 
mm in Bhilai 3 and 811.6 
mm in Patan. On August 
08, 1.2 mm rainfall 
was recorded in Durg, 
8.4 mm in Dhamdha,  
1.4 mm in Patan, 2.4 
mm in Bhilai-3, 12.7 mm  
in Ahiwara and 30.6  
mm in Bori.

BHILAI:  Collector Richa 
Prakash Chaudhary has 
approved financial assis-
tance grant amount of 
Rs 50000 each to two 
accident victims. Shau-
rya Singh Kashyap and 
Khuman Singh Kashyap, 
residents of village Par-
sada, Tehsil Ahiwara 
suffered serious injuries 
due to a vehicle accident 
on 07 February 2023. 
Collector has approved 
solatium compensation 
of Rs 50000 each to 
Shaurya Singh Kashyap 
and Khuman Singh 
Kashyap.
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“Administration working 
to achieve target of oil 
palm plantation in 300 

hectares.”

Richa Prakash Chaudhary 
Collector, Durg

BHILAI: A tractor and 
trolley were stolen from 
Anjora main road. The 
victim Nomeshwar Sahu 
complained that he had 
purchased a Mahindra 
Bhumiputra Tractor in the 
year 2022 and the trolley 
from Masabhat. As they 
had not received the regis-
tration number, it was not 
mentioned on the vehicle. 
From the safety point of 
view, they had parked the 
vehicle near Pramod Fash-
ion Garments Shop on 
Anjora Main Road. 
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N-E-W-S
“If any institution established 

through law becomes autocratic, 
the government has the right to 

bring a law to ensure transparency,
 Kiren Rijiju 

Minority Affairs Minister 
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Tribal students 
to be trained in 
semiconductor 
technology

NEW DELHI: The tribal 
affairs ministry in collab-
oration with the Indian 
Institute of Science, Ben-
galuru, will provide basic 
training to 1,500 and 
advanced training to 600 
tribal students in semi-
conductor technology 
over the next three years, 
the government informed 
Parliament on Thursday.

In response to a ques-
tion by BJP MP C M 
Ramesh, Union Minister of 
State for Tribal Affairs Dur-
gadas Uikey said his min-
istry has given the project 
-- Semiconductor Fabri-
cation & Characterization 
Training for Students from 
Tribal Community -- to the 
Centre for Nano Science 
and Engineering of the 
Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc). The project aims to 
deliver 2,100 NSQF-certi-
fied level 6.0 and 6.5 train-
ing in semiconductor tech-
nology to tribal students 
over three years, he said.

Press Trust Of India

UP Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath has said, 
his government is 
focusing on identify-
ing job opportunities 
in both the public and 
private sectors to con-
nect the  youth.
 
LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adity-

anath on Thursday said his 
government is focusing on 
identifying and developing 
opportunities in both the 
public and private sectors to 
connect the state’s vast pop-
ulation with development 
and employment. Adity-
anath said this during the 
inauguration of Health City 
Vistaar (a 300-bed super 
specialty hospital and 
trauma centre) in Gomti 
Nagar Extension here, call-

ing the Rs 200-crore pri-
vate healthcare facility an 
outcome of the UP Global 

Investors Summit. “We are 
focusing on identifying 
and developing opportu-
nities in both the govern-
ment and private sectors 

to connect this vast popu-
lation with development 
and employment,” the 
chief minister said while 
emphasizing that UP is 
home to 25 crore peo-
ple. He noted that since 
the BJP government took 
office in 2017, significant 
efforts have been made 
to boost employment in 
both sectors, resulting in 
job opportunities for over 
6.5 lakh youth.

Press Trust Of India

“Adivasi is not just 
a word, it’s our 
culture. If we for-
get our culture and 
tradition, we will 
cause damage to 
our society and the 
country. We need to 
preserve our cul-
ture,” Jharkhand 
Governor said.

RANCHI: Jharkhand Gov-
ernor Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar on Thursday 
said ‘Adivasi’ is not just a 
word but a culture.

The governor was 
speaking to reporters 
after participating in a 
function organized on 
the eve of International 
Day of the World’s Indig-
enous Peoples at Ranchi 

Women’s College.
“Adivasi is not just a 

word, it’s our culture. If 
we forget our culture and 
tradition, we will cause 
damage to our society 
and the country. We need 
to preserve our culture,” 
he said.

Appreciating the tribal 
tradition, Gangwar said, 
“I came to know here 
that there is no tradition 

of giving money (dowry) 
in the marriage of a girl 
in tribal society. This is 
a very good practice and 
we have to understand 
how to adopt such good 
things.”

Earlier, speaking at 
the function at Ranchi 
Women’s College, he said 
that tribal communities 
have been an important 
part of Indian civilization 

and culture since ancient 
times. “Their art, cul-
ture, folk literature, tra-
ditions and customs are 
renowned globally,” he 
said. The governor said 
that the tribal population 
constitutes about 27 per 
cent of the state’s popu-
lation of over 3.28 crore, 
besides there are 32 types 
of scheduled tribes in 
the state including eight 
kinds of particularly vul-
nerable tribal groups 
(PVTGs).

FACTFILE

z Appreciating the 
tribal tradition, 
Gangwar said, “I came 
to know here that 
there is no tradition of 
giving money (dowry) 
in the marriage of a girl 
in tribal society 

| CM ADITYANATH SAYS | 

‘Focusing on developing  jobs for youth’

|   I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R I B A L  D A Y  |

‘Adivasi’ not just a word, it’s 
a culture: J’khand Governor

“We are focusing 
on developing job 

opportunities in both 
the govt.  and private 

sectors for youth.
Yogi Adityanath 

CM, Uttar Pradesh 

Press Trust Of India

JODHPUR: The rain, a 
flowing river and the des-
ert. A rare trifecta cele-
brated by locals in the 
arid land of Barmer with 
song, dance and prayers 
to welcome the unusual 
sight of the Luni river 
flowing through their 
town.

After three days of 
continuous rain, the river 
flowed through Sam-
dari town in the west-
ern Rajasthan district on 
Wednesday. It was only 
for the second time in 
five years and the locals 
couldn’t have been hap-
pier.

Luni River, also known 
as ‘Maruganga’ or the 
Ganga of Rajasthan, 
originates from the Nag 
Pahadi in Aravali ranges 
in Ajmer and flows 
through nine districts of 
the state before merging 
into Gujarat’s Rann of 
Kutch.

However, the river 
hardly reaches Barmer 
even when it rains heav-
ily in the region, an 
expert said.

After encounter-
ing the rare sight on 
Wednesday, elated res-
idents of the Samdari 
town gathered around 
the river as women sang 
folk songs while men 

danced on the beats of 
the drums.

The locals, who con-
sider this to be an aus-
picious occasion for 
the entire region, wor-
shipped the river and 
offered ‘chunri’ (a tradi-
tional red scarf ).

Convener of the Jodh-
pur chapter of the Indian 
National Trust for Art 
and Culture Heritage 
(INTACH) Mahendra 
Singh Tanwar said the 
Luni river has had a huge 
natural and cultural sig-
nificance in this region 
since long.

“But due to vari-
ous factors including 
negligence of the river 
for over a decade, the 
river has an existential 

threat,” he said.
Tanwar said the river 

originates in Nag moun-
tains of Ajmer and trav-
els about 495 km before 
merging into the Rann of 
Kutch in Gujarat.

“The river travels 350 
km in Rajasthan through 
Ajmer, Nagaur, Jodhpur, 
Pali, Jalore and Barmer 
districts but hardly 
reaches Barmer and even 
during heavy rain,” he 
said.

Former union minister 
of state Kailash Chaud-
hary and others also 
offered prayers at the 
river while similar scenes 
were witnessed at a few 
other places as well.

Incessant rain makes ‘Maruganga’ 
river flow through desert 

After three days of continuous rain, the river flowed through Samdari town in the 
western Rajasthan district on Wednesday. It was only for the second time in five years.

HIGHLIGHT

z  After encountering 
the rare sight on 
Wednesday, elated 
residents of the Samdari 
town gathered around 
the river as women sang 
folk songs while men 
danced on the beats of 
the drums.

z The locals, who 
consider this to be an 
auspicious occasion 
for the entire region, 
worshipped the river 
and offered ‘chunri’ (a 
traditional red scarf).

Independence Day preparations are on, in Jammu

 A shopkeeper arranges tricolour designed caps ahead of Independence Day, in Jammu on , Thursday, . PTI

The Governor participated in a function at Ranchi. PTI.
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The Day’s
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MAXIMUM NO. OF PUBLIC  
UNIVERSITIES IN STATES OF INDIA  
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Karnataka
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Gujarat    

MEERUT (UP): Workers and activists of 
right wing groups in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Meerut on Thursday protested the 
violence against Hindus in Bangladesh 
and said those from the community 
persecuted in the crisis-hit nation 
should be immediately given Indian 
citizenship.

The protestors, scores of whom 
gathered under the Kankarkheda 
bypass flyover here, also burnt an 
effigy of “fundamentalists in Ban-
gladesh”.

“We demand from the prime min-
ister that all the Sanatani Hindus liv-
ing in Bangladesh should be given 

Indian citizenship with immediate 
effect. The Sanatani Hindus living in 
Bangladesh those who want to live in 
India should be brought here other-
wise their safety should be ensured 
there itself,” Sachin Sirohi, a protes-
tor, said.

Separately, the Hindu Mahas-
abha office-bearers here handed 
over a memorandum to the district 
administration. The memorandum 
was addressed to Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, appealing for the gov-
ernment’s intervention in stopping 
the crisis in Bangladesh and for secu-
rity of Hindus there. PTI

HINDUS-PROTEST  IN UP
Right-wing group in Meerut protests over violence 
against Hindus in Bangladesh by fundamentalists

BENGALURU: The Karnataka High 
Court on Thursday dismissed a public 
interest litigation challenging the gov-
ernment’s decision to rename Basa-
vanagudi ward in the city as Dodda 
Ganapathi.

The PIL was filed by Satyalaxmi Rao 
and others, who argued that the orig-
inal name holds significant historical 
and cultural value for the community.

A division bench comprising Chief 
Justice N V Anjaria and Justice K V Ara-
vind ruled against the petition, stating, 
“The issue of renaming a ward or city 
does not constitute a matter for pub-
lic interest litigation. No public inter-
est has been demonstrated to warrant 
relief for the petitioner.”

The petitioners had requested that 
the court annul the notification issued 
by the Urban Development Depart-
ment on September 25, 2023. PTI

ORDER    

Karnataka High Court 
rejects PIL against renaming 
of Basavanagudi ward

KOLKATA: Members of film fraternity 
of Bengal on Thursday expressed 
shock and grief over the demise of 
former chief minister and Marxist 
patriarch Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, 
recalling his close association with the 
world of arts. “I have so many fond 
memories of Buddhadeb Babu,” direc-
tor Goutam Ghosh told reporters after 
meeting the bereaved family members 
of the CPI(M) leader at his Palm Ave-
nue residence in south Kolkata.

Ghosh, who was known to be 
close to Bhattacharya during his stint 
as Information and Cultural Affairs 
minister and later as chief minister, 
recalled he had long ‘adda’ sessions 
with the departed leader at state-run 
cultural complex Nandan and Rabin-
dra Sadan among other places. Ben-
gali film heroine Rituparna Sengupta 
said she considered Bhattacharjee as a 
“sincere, dedicated, committed leader 
who followed a simple lifestyle and set 
an example.” PTI

DEMISE  

Bengal film industry 
mourns Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharjee’s death

GRIVANCES 

Shivakumar to visit 
Kanakapura to hold 
grievance redressal meetings

BENGALURU: Deputy Chief Minister 
D K Shivakumar said on Thursday he 
will visit Kanakapura on second and 
fourth Saturdays of every month to 
redress problems facing the people of 
Bengaluru South district.

He said he will receive pleas from 
people on those two days.

“It is inconvenient for the peo-
ple of Bengaluru South district to 
visit me in Bengaluru. Hence, I have 
decided to go to their doorstep and 
listen to their problems,” Shivaku-
mar said in a statement. PTI

COMPLAINT 

Private complaint filed in 
court against Karnataka 
CM over MUDA ‘scam’

BENGALURU: A private complaint was 
filed on Thursday against Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah in the 
Special Court for Elected Represen-
tatives here over the alleged Mysuru 
Urban Development Authority site 
allotment ‘scam’.

The complainant -- Mysuru-based 
activist Snehamai Krishna -- has 
alleged the Chief Minister’s involve-
ment in the ‘scam.’

Siddaramaiah had misused his 
powers, the complainant alleged 
and sought a direction from the 
court for an inquiry against him by 
the CBI or any independent investi-
gation agency. PTI
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KORBA: LS MP from Korba 
Lok Sabha constituency 
Jyotsna Charandas Mahant 
prominently put forth her 
point on livestock devel-
opment in the House. She 
started her address with 
the lines of the Father 
of the Nation Mahatma 
Gandhi in which it was 
said that - We can judge 
the greatness of a nation 
and its moral progress 
from the way animals are 
treated there.

The MP said that 80 
percent of India’s popula-
tion depends on the busi-
ness of animal husbandry, 
but the work is not being 
done at the pace at which 
it should be done for the 
protection and vaccina-
tion of these animals. 

There were no vaccina-
tions in the first round to 
prevent diseases in vari-
ous states. In India, many 
cattle died due to the 
outbreak of skin disease 
in the year 2021-22. The 
department should follow 
up with the states and 
union territories to meet 
the target of physical vac-
cination of cattle and take 

steps to recruit and train 
adequate manpower for 
vaccination. 

The MP said that the 
budget of Rs 700 crore 
that the department has 
set for spending under the 
National Gokul Mission 
in 2024-25 is 19 percent 
less than that of 2023-24, 
which is not enough to 
achieve the target. For the 

development of Indian 
cattle, there is a need to 
develop new technology 
to improve the breed of 
cattle. Work should be 
done to encourage artifi-
cial insemination. There is 
a need to protect animals 
on the verge of extinction, 
there is no provision in 
the budget in this regard.

‘Issue of stray animals 
strongly raised in LS’

Naxalites 
call for 
celebrating 
Tribal Day as 
Fighter’s Day
JAGDALPUR: Naxalites’ 
South Sub Zonal Bureau 
spokesperson Samta has 
issued a press note calling 
for celebrating World Tribal 
Day as Fighter’s Day. Nax-
alite spokesperson Samta 
has written in the press note 
that we all know that World 
Tribal Day is celebrated 
all over the world on 9th 
August. Tribal people are 
living everywhere. When 
environmental destruction 
is increasing in the world, it 
is very important to live in 
harmony with nature. Pre-
serving nature is their nat-
ural characteristic of tribal 
lifestyle, that is why preserv-
ing nature is very important 
for geography today. Nax-
alite spokesperson Samta, 
while talking about provid-
ing safe health to humans 
around the world, has writ-
ten in the press note that, 
ever since the capitalist sys-
tem has come into existence 
in the world, the destruc-
tion of nature has started. 

Baghel  
attends 
orientation 
programme

Accused in 
attack case 
arrested

BEMETARA: Food Minister 
Dayaldas Baghel on Monday 
attended the orientation 
programme at Government 
Koduram Dalit College in 
Nawagarh, Bemetara dis-
trict. The event welcomed 
newly admitted students 
and provided them with 
information about the 
National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020. During the visit, 
Minister Baghel also planted 
saplings on the college cam-
pus. Baghel outlined the key 
objectives, provisions, and 
features of the NEP 2020. 

JAGDALPUR: Raj Nag, 
S/o Hastu Nag, 45 years 
old, resident of Vallabh 
Bhai Patel Ward, the 
accused Raj Nag, who 
fatally attacked his sis-
ter-in-law for giving 
testimony in the mur-
der case of his brother 
in Vallabh Bhai Patel 
Ward under Bodhghat 
police station area of 
the district, has been 
arrested by Bastar 
Police. According to the 
information received 
from the police, the 
accused Raj Nag, who 
had served nine years 
of imprisonment in 
the murder case, was 
released from jail in the 
year 2023. 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Farmer Sahu 
hails Chief Minister’s 
farmer-friendly schemes 
as a ‘Boon for Agricul-
ture’Farmer Shri Sahu 
hails Chief Minister’s 
farmer-friendly schemes as 
a ‘Boon for Agriculture’

Farmers in Chhattisgarh 
are experiencing remark-
able improvements in their 
growth and economic 
conditions, thanks to the 
welfare schemes imple-

mented by Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai’s govern-
ment. In the Kharif year 
2023-24, the state govern-

ment procured 144.92 lakh 
metric tonnes of paddy 
from 24.72 lakh farmers 
at support prices. In Balod 

district, where paddy cul-
tivation is predominant, 
farmers are expressing 
their satisfaction following 
the timely receipt of their 

payments for paddy sales. 
Doman Lal Sahu, a farmer 
from Kohangatola village 
in the Balod development 
block, cultivates paddy on 
approximately five acres. 
He expressed his satis-
faction, stating, “Under 
the good governance of 
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo 
Sai, I sold my paddy from  
the last Kharif year at a 
rate of 21 quintals per  
acre and received sales 
amount at the rate of  
Rs 3100 per quintal. 

Central Chronicle News

NTPC Lara dis-
tributed umbrellas 
under CSR-CD 
NTPC  Lara, to the 
school children of 
Govt Upper Primary 
and Middle school 
in nearby village 
Bodajhariya.

BILASPUR: Under the 
CSR-CD, NTPC Lara dis-
tributed umbrellas to 
the school children of 
Govt Upper Primary and 
Middle school in nearby 
village Bodajhariya. In 
a function Anil Kumar, 
Executive Director, NTPC 
Lara and Anuradha 
Sharma, President, Pre-
rita Mahila Samiti inaugu-
rated the programme and 
distributed umbrellas 
to students of Govt. Pri-
mary and Middle school, 

Kandagarh. Total 106 
students got umbrellas 
under this initiative of 
NTPC Lara. 

Addressing the gather-
ing, Anil Kumar, advised 
all children to be ded-
icated towards their 
study. With hard work 
and perseverance, they 
can achieve their desired 
goal in life. At this tender 
age they should aim high 
and put all effort into 
achieving it. 

The children of sur-
rounding villages are very 
fortunate that every day 
they see some develop-

ment in front of them, 
with such things there 
must be some short of 
curiosity in their mind, 
how such a big plant 
can be built with the 
combination of man and 
machine. Innovative 
ideas develop in such a 
type of everyday chang-
ing surroundings. 

Anuradha Sharma, 
President, Prerita Mahila 
Samiti advised all chil-
dren to learn with fun.  
Anil Kumar and Anuradha 
Sharma and other digni-
taries visited the class-
rooms and witnessed the 

facilities provided to them 
by NTPC Lara.

Under CSR-CD activi-
ties NTPC Lara is work-
ing on education, health, 
drinking water and infra-
structure development. 
During the rainy season, 
due to incessant rain 
children face difficulties 
to reach school. Under-
standing this problem 
NTPC Lara came out to  
solve these difficulties  
by providing umbrellas  
to them.

NTPC Lara distributed umbrellas under CSR-CD NTPC  Lara, to the school children.
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z Eighty percent of 
India’s population 
depends on the 
business of animal 
husbandry, but the 
work is not being done 
at the pace at which 
it should be done for 
the protection and 
vaccination of these 
animals.

FACTFILE

z  Under CSR-CD 
activities NTPC Lara is 
working on education, 
health, drinking water 
and infrastructure 
development.

zTotal 106 students 
got umbrellas under 
this initiative of NTPC 
Lara. 

“Ensure promotion 
of ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ 

programme and ensure 
availability of national 

flags as per code.”
Anurag Pandey 
Collector Korba
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| FARMERS PRAISE | 

Balod farmers praise state policies for agri

KORBA: Mem-
bers of Maitri 
Mahila Samiti 
of NTPC 
Korba hosted 
a vibrant 
and festive 
ce lebrat ion 

of Hariyali Teej on Aug 3 and it was 
marked by an array of cultural activ-
ities and spirited performances. The 
event was graced by the esteemed 
presence of Smt. 

Ayesha Mishra, President of Arpita 
Mahila Samiti along with Smita Uma-
kant Gokhe and Pubali Ghosh, senior 
members of Arpita Mahila Samiti. 
The event was also graced by Sadhna 
Pandey, President of Sangwari Mahila 
Samiti along with other senior mem-
bers of Sangwari Mahila Samiti. 
Roli Khanna, President of Maitri  
Mahila Samiti and other senior mem-
bers of Maitri Mahila Samiti welcomed 
all the dignitaries. 

HARIYALI TEEJ

Maitri Mahila Samiti 
celebrates Hariyali Teej 
with grandeur 

|  N T P C  L A R A  C S R - C D  A C T I V I T I E S  |

NTPC Lara distributes 
Umbrella to school children

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

State-wide Women’s 
Football Ch’ship, coaching 
camps, conclude

KORBA: In a significant boost for wom-
en’s football in Chhattisgarh, NTPC 
Korba, in collaboration with the Chhat-
tisgarh Football Association, proudly 
concluded its state-wide Women’s Foot-
ball Championship and coaching camps. 
The event, held over a month, success-
fully brought together aspiring female 
footballers across three categories: Sub 
Junior, Junior and Senior. The first phase 
of the championship focused on the 
Junior Girls’ category, featuring an excit-
ing tournament at the NTPC Korba Sub-
hash Chandra Bose Stadium. Four dis-
trict teams—DFA Bastar, DFA Raipur, DFA 
Bijapur, and DFA Durg—competed in a 
spirited display of talent and teamwork. 

‘I used the money 
from bonus to build 
a pucca house and 
saved some for my 

children’s marriage’. 
Domanlal Sahu 

Farmer -Kohangatola 
village- Balod Block
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SUKMA: Golden Jubilee celebration cum 
Farmers’ seminar on Fish Farming was 
organized at Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 
Sukma. On the occasion of completion of 
50 years of Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) 
in India, Golden Jubilee celebrations are 
being organized all over India, in con-
tinuation of which today H.S. Tomar, 
Senior Scientist and Head, KVK, Sukma 
(Murtonda) handed over the torch to Dr. 
Arun Sakni, Senior Scientist and Head, 
KVK, Bijapur. Along with this, a farmers’ 
seminar was organized on the subject 
of fish farming. In which Dr. Dushyant 
Kumar Damle (Head of Department and 
Assistant Professor, Aquatic Animal Man-
agement Department) from Fisheries Col-
lege, Kawardha gave detailed information 
about fish farming to the farmers.  

SEMINAR

KVK Golden Jubilee, 
farmers’ seminar on Fish 
Farming held 

CONCERN

Fear of accidents due  
to cutting of main road 
due to rain increases
KORBA: Due 
to continuous 
rain, on one 
hand river and 
stream are in 
full spate, on 
the other hand 
paved roads are 
getting cut due to rain. Due to which 
there is a fear of accidents. It is note-
worthy that the main road from Korba 
under Pali block which is Kartali, Puta, 
Udta Marg PWD road which connects 
Dipka to Hardi Bazar, one side of that 
paved road has been completely cut due 
to rain where people keep coming and 
going. This road is proving to be more 
painful during night time because at 
night drivers are not able to judge the 
road due to which accidents are hap-
pening. The concerned department of 
the administration should get the repair 
work done on this road as soon as pos-
sible in the rain and provide relief to the 
people from the problem.

KHORPA: State level Children’s Science 
Exhibition and West India Science Fair 
was organized in Jagdalpur from JUly 
31-August 03, 2024. In this, Kalam Sci-
ence Club from SEJES Khorpa got first 
place. Kalam Science Club was highly 
appreciated at the state level. 

The club was represented by Yuvraj 
Tandon, Megha, Ravi, Nemin, Yuvraj 
Sahu. Roshni Mishra got first place at 
the state level in the science seminar. 
Tarun Sahu got first place in the model 
at the state level, Anuj Sahu got sec-

ond place. Roshan Tarak and assistant 
Mordhwaj Sahu got second place in 
the Divyang class model. 

The innovative project idea made 
by Lokeshwari and Lakshmi was 
highly appreciated. For all these 
achievements, District Education 
Officer Raipur Khandelwal Sir and 
Block Education Officer Dhanesh-
wari Sahu Ma’am sent best wishes to 
all the students and school family.  
This year Raipur Zone got first place at 
the state level.

Showcasing talents
SEJES Khorpa Kalam Science Club bags first  

position in state level science exhibition

LS MP from Korba LS seat Jyotsna Mahant prominently put  
forth her point on livestock development in the House.

LS MP Jyotsna Mahant addressing in the august House of  the parliament.

There should be provision of shelter 
for destitute animals

The MP asked that what provision has been 
made for the cattle roaming on the roads, causing 
damage to the fields and barns of the farmers, not 
only in Chhattisgarh but in the entire country? The 
lives of humans and animals have come in danger 
due to the animals roaming on the roads, so there 
should be provision of shelter for destitute animals 
in all the states. 

Upgradation of veterinary hospitals 
and resources is necessary

The MP said that the condition of veterinary hos-
pitals is not better not only in Chhattisgarh but in the 
entire country. There is a need to focus on upgradation 
of veterinary hospitals and appointment of veterinar-
ians along with adequate medicines and resources. 
Instead of increasing milk production year after year, it 
is decreasing. This shows that the quality and produc-
tion capacity of animal feeds has decreased. 



Mega meeting 
organized for 
implementation of NEP

Villagers happy over 
transformer replacement

Central Chronicle News

KHARORA: As per the 
instructions of the gov-
ernment, a parent 
teacher mega meeting 
was organized on 12 
points for the imple-
mentation of the new 
education policy 2020 
on 6 August 2024 in vil-
lage Ganiyari at Swami 
Atmanand Utkrisht 
Higher Secondary School 
(SAUHSS). In the meet-
ing, emphasis was laid on 
the role of parents along 
with teachers for the all-
round development of 
children. 

Sona Verma, Mem-
ber District Panchayat 
Raipur, Mr. Gulab Singh 
Tikriha Member Railway 
Board Government of 
India, Ms. Jharna Verma 
District Member, Menuka 
Mahesh Sahu Sarpanch 
Village Ganiyari were 
present as the chief guest. 
On behalf of the school 

family, Mrs. K.L. Toppo 
Principal, Mr. Patel and 
the entire staff were pres-
ent, along with MLA rep-
resentative Mahesh Sahu, 
Chairman of School Man-
agement and Develop-
ment Committee Higher 
Secondary School, Yash-
want Verma, Chairman of 
Middle School, Shyam Lal 
Sahu, Chairman of Primary 
School, Bihari Lal Sahu, 
members Anand Verma, 
Dhanendra Verma, Mrs. 
Ritu Verma, Lata Verma, 
Durga Verma, Dileshwar 
Verma, Devendra Yadav, 
Bhagirathi Verma, Khubi 
Ram Verma, Omkar Sahu 
and others.

PANDARIA: There is 
a wave of happiness 
among the villagers due 
to transformer replace-
ment in village Bare-
jhapara and they have 
expressed their grat-
itude to MLA Bhavna 
Bohra and thanked her 
on the fulfillment of 
the demand of the vil-
lagers and the solution 
of the problem.  As per 
information, earlier a 

63 kilowatt transformer 
was installed in Gram 
Panchayat Barejhapara, 
while a bigger trans-
former was needed in 
the village. Villager Par-
mesh Yadav said that the 
demand of all of us villag-
ers was being made for 
a long time, but it could 
not be installed and the 
villagers had gone to the 
MLA with the problem 
and it has been resolved.

Central Chronicle News

Tiranga Yatra would 
be taken out by Yuva 
Morcha from 11 to 14 
August in the upcom-
ing event and from 
Aug 13 to 15.

BAIKUNTHPUR: A meeting 
for preparations for Par-
tition Horror Memorial 
Day and Tiranga Yatra 
was organized at the BJP 
office Baikunthpur under 
Korea district on the call 
of the central leader-
ship and the direction 
of the state leadership. 
The stage of the meeting 
was conducted by Dis-
trict General Secretary 
Pankaj Gupta and Dis-
trict President Krishna 
Bihari Jaiswal gave direc-
tions to the BJP officials 
and workers present 
in the meeting to make 
the events successful by 
forming committees and 
groups at the Panchayat 

level including town, city, 
ward, booth for all the 
upcoming activities from 
11 to 14 and 13 to 15. 

In which it was decided 
that Tiranga Yatra would 
be taken out by Yuva Mor-
cha from 11 to 14 August in 
the upcoming event and 
from 13 to 15 August, BJP 
workers ensured the par-
ticipation of the people of 
the district and children 

in hoisting the tricolor in 
every house and business 
center. The District Presi-
dent fixed the responsibil-
ity for the cleanliness pro-
gram around the statues 
and monuments of great 
men from 12 to 14 August 
and the garlanding pro-
gram on the statues and 
monuments of great men 
and brave sons from 13 to 
15 August. 

|  T I R A N G A  Y A T R A  |

Preparations complete  
for Tiranga Yatra

General assembly 
meeting of Janpad 
Panchayat held

Central Chronicle News

The general assem-
bly meeting of 
Janpad Panchayat 
Kurud was held in 
the meeting hall of 
Janpad Panchayat 
under the chair-
manship of Sharda 
Loknath Sahu.

KURUD: The general 
assembly meeting of Jan-
pad Panchayat Kurud 
was held in the meeting 
hall of Janpad Panchayat 
on 06 August 2024 under 
the chairmanship of Mrs. 
Sharda Loknath Sahu. 
In the meeting, depart-

ment wise discussion was 
held, under Public Works 
Department, repair of 
Gram Panchayat Umrada, 
Mandraud, Joratarai 
No,Seldeep Road and 
Charra, Kokadi Khai road 
repair and completion of 
departmental ongoing/
incomplete works and 
construction of culverts 
in the road by contractors 
and big pits have been 
dug in the constructed 
road, due to which villagers 
are facing difficulties, and 
approval was given for its 
immediate repair.  Discus-
sion was held on Irrigation 
Colony gate, renovation of 
residential buildings and 
boundary wall.

A meeting for preparations for Partition Horror Memorial Day and Tiranga Yatra was organized at the BJP office Baikunthpur.

FASTFACTS

z BJP workers ensured the 
participation of the people 
of the district and children 
in hoisting the tricolor.

zThe District President 
fixed the responsibility for 
the cleanliness program 
around the statues and 
monuments of great men.

HIGHLIGHT

z A parent teacher 
mega meeting was 
organized on 12 points 
for the implementation 
of the new education 
policy 2020 in village 
Ganiyari at SAUHSS.

Central Chronicle News

ANWARI: A teacher 
named Bhojram Sahu, 
posted in Govern-
ment Pre-Secondary 
School Kurra (Kha-
pri) has walked away 
with the money given 
to the children by the 
state government in a 
government school in 
Kurud block.

As per information, 
a district-division level 
science model exhi-
bition was organized 
in St. Mary’s English 

Medium School on 7 and 
8 February 2024 for two 
days and the govern-
ment had deposited Rs. 
10,000 each in the bank 
accounts of the children, 

selected for the science 
exhibition, for travelling 
and lodging and exhi-
bition expenditure, but 
the teacher reportedly 
did pay only a sum of Rs 

500 to the students and 
pocketed the rest for 
himself. 

Interestingly the 
teacher is being aided by 
some local journalist in 

evading with the money 
and he continued to 
run away from the issue 
by citing the journalist 
name to get away with 
the misuse of govern-
ment fund.

When our team 
reached Kurra (Khapari) 
School, permission letter 
from teacher Bhojram 
Sahu was demanded and 
on asking about names of 
four students, he started 
giving vague answers and 
this clearly proves that 
the teachers has embez-
zled the amount.

|  EMBEZZLEMENT | 

Teacher embezzles funds of students worth Rs 40,000
Meeting of teachers 
and parents concludes
Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: A meeting 
of teachers and parents 
was organized in the Vig-
yan Bhawan campus of 
Dr. Padumlal Punnalal 
Bakshi School to discuss 
12 points under National 
Education Policy. During 
this, MP representative 
Bhagwat Sharan Singh, 
SDM Tankeshwar Prasad 
Sahu were present as the 
chief guest, while Ajay 
Deshpande was present 
as the special guest. 

During this, the stu-

dents welcomed the par-
ents present in the pro-
gram by applying a flower 
bouquet and tilak, after 
which a detailed discus-
sion was held between 
the parents and guests 
on 12 points under the 
National Education Pol-
icy. On this occasion, the 
guests asked the parents 
to give their views on 
how the all-round devel-
opment of the students 
should be done.  The par-
ents also gave their sug-
gestions to improve the 
level of education. 

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: Demand-
ing justice for Rajeshwar 
Verma, who was mur-
dered two and a half 
months ago in Dewar-
ibhath near the district 
headquarters, large 
numbers of villagers 
along with the regional 
MLA and Congress lead-
ers sat on strike here on 
Wednesday. 

As per information, 
under the leadership of 
Congress leaders includ-
ing MLA Yashoda Nil-
ambar Verma and Manra-
khan Devangan, villagers 
of Dewaribhath and rel-
atives of the deceased 
reached Sheetla Mandir 
of Itwari Bazaar in large 
numbers at around 12 
noon where angry villag-
ers raised slogans against 
the police and administra-
tion and BJP government. 

As part of the pro-
gram, Congress lead-
ers Manrakhan Devan-
gan, Bhikhmchand 
C h h a j e d , A k a s h d e e p 
Singh, Biplab Sahu, 
Abdul Razzaq Khan, 
Deepak Devangan, 
Kapinath Mahobia, Sumit 
Tandiya, Palash Singh, 
Nadeem Memon, Bharat 
Chandrakar, Suryakant 
Yadav, Yatendrajit Singh, 
Subodh Pandey, Sonu 
Dhimar, Sumit Jain, Mohit 
Bhondekar, Raja Solanki 
and other Congressmen 

took out a funeral proces-
sion of the police admin-
istration in Itwari Bazaar. 

The deceased’s wife, 
mother, son and the 
entire family also sat 
on dharna on the state 
highway with the MLA, 
blockading the highway.

Amid the protest, ASP 
Neha Pandey, SDOP Lal-
chand Mohle, TI Jitendra 
Banjare and other police 
personnel kept appealing 
to the MLA and his family 
to end the blockade and 
assured speedy justice 

in a span of 15 days. It is 
worth noting that in the 
police investigation so far 
no concrete clue has been 
found regarding the mur-
der of the deceased Rajes-
hwar, due to which any 
suspect could be arrested. 

Villagers,  Cong leader 
hold demonstration 

Large numbers of villagers, regional MLA and Congress  
leaders sat on strike here on Wednesday.

Congmen, villagers took out procession and raised slogans demanding justice against the slain leader.

FASTFACTS

z With demand for 
justice against the slain 
leader, Congmen in 
large numbers reached 
the venue at around 
12 noon where angry 
villagers raised slogans 
against the police and 
administration and BJP 
government.

Murder case under investigation

Concrete action in this matter hinges on the forensic 
report and other technical investigations. In the police’s 
preliminary investigation, the possibility of murder is 
uncertain. However, the post-mortem report provided by 
the doctor has confirmed that it is indeed a case of murder, 
adding a layer of complexity to the situation. The conflict-
ing nature of these findings has complicated the investi-
gation, making it difficult for authorities to proceed. The 
police are now awaiting further forensic analysis and tech-
nical evidence to clarify the circumstances surrounding 
the case and to determine the next steps in their inquiry. 

Hockey 
players 
selected 
for Sports 
Academy 
KORBA: Directorate of 
Sports and Youth Welfare 
Chhattisgarh organized 
selection trials of players 
for hockey in Residen-
tial Girls Sports Academy 
session 2024-25 in Raipur 
district and Khelo India 
State Center of Excel-
lence Bahtarai in Bilaspur 
district and academies 
run by the state govern-
ment. In this selection 
trial, Gopal Das Mahant, 
Ms.Nandani Khunte, 
Ms. Nikita Mahant, Ms. 
Mamta Dhiwar and Ms. 
Savitri Sagar, secured 
their place in the Residen-
tial Girls Sports Academy 
Raipur and were selected 
for the academy.

Sarpanch 
Sangh 
demand 
evaluation
DONGARGAON: Sarpanchs 
of 76 gram panchayats of 
the district area are irked 
over the evaluation ver-
ification of construction 
works and regarding this, 
the Sarpanch Sangh has 
submitted a memorandum 
to the Chief Executive Offi-
cer of Janpad Panchayat 
Dongargaon.  Regard-
ing the matter, Sarpanch 
Sangh President Tikaram 
Sonkar said that only 3 
engineers are working for 
evaluation verification in 
76 gram panchayats of 
Dongargaon district area.

Five 
students of 
JNV selected 

Last date 
extended

KORBA: Five promising 
students of Jawahar Navo-
daya Vidyalaya ( JNV) 
Korba have been selected 
for the National Archery 
Competition to be held in 
Aurangabad, Maharashtra 
in the coming month. The 
selected students include 
Ayushman Chaurasia in the 
14-year-old boy category, 
Rashi Yadav in the 14-year-
old girl category, Tanupriya 
Kanwar in the 17-year-old 
girl category and Mayank 
Dhurve in the 19-year-old 
boy category and Namrata 
in the girl category. 

DONGARGAON: The admis-
sion date in the Swamy 
Atmanand Excellent 
English Medium School in 
city has been extended. 
The admission into Class 
1st to 8th will be done 
in offline procedure. In 
this regard Principal DL 
Dewangan informed that 
to fill up the vacant posts, 
the last offline application 
form submission is 13 Aug.

DAMAGE

State Highway’s 
Bagdai Bridge 
damaged 

DONGARGAON: The 
Bridge over Ghumaria 
River built in Bagdai vil-
lage which connects the 
entire area including the 
city to the district head-
quarters, in the state 
highway going from Don-
gargaon to Rajnandgaon 
has been damaged with 
formation of potholes.  
One of the potholes is in 
the entire width of the 
road and currently, due 
to rain, this big pothole 
is filled with water, due to 
which the depth cannot 
be estimated and road 
accidents are happening 
continuously.

BULLDOZER

Bulldozer 
drive on illegal 
encroachment 

BILASPUR: On the instruc-
tions of Collector Avnish 
Sharan, a building con-
struction was demolished 
in village Nagoi of Takhat-
pur tehsil which was 
obstructing the water 
flow of a drain. 

Also a fine of Rs 
10,000 was imposed on 
the illegal occupant and 
natural water flow has 
been restored as before 
due to the removal of 
illegal encroachment. As 
according to SDM Takhat-
pur Dr. Jyoti Patel a rice 
mill was being developed 
by Lata Agarwal, wife of 
Pankaj Agarwal, in village 
Nagoi tehsil Takhatpur 
by filling up the natural 
water flow and drain in 
the village and construct-
ing a boundary wall and 
room. 

Lata Agarwal had filled 
gravel on about 1 acre of 
land adjacent to her land 
and this cost the land 
owner about 50 lakhs 
and during the razing the 
said gravel was removed 
with the help of Hiva and 
JCB and the natural water 
flow was restored to its 
previous form. A penalty 
of Rs. 10,000/- was also 
imposed on Lata Agarwal 
for the said act.

NAXALITESURRENDER

2 Naxalites 
including a 
rewarded woman 
surrender
SUKMA: Two Naxalites 
including a woman sur-
rendered in front of police 
officers. Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has announced a 
reward of Rs 2 lakh each, 
totaling Rs 4 lakh, on both 
the surrendered Naxalites 
as per their posts. Accord-
ing to the police, a total 
of 2 naxalites including 
01 woman, Urmila alias 
Somdi Madkam (Platoon 
No. 02 party member K.B. 
Division Bhoramdev Area, 
reward of Rs. 2 lakhs) res-
ident of Pulanpad Police 
Station Chintalnar Dis-
trict Sukma and Madkam 
Sona (Party member of 
Platoon No. 01 under 
KKBN Division, reward 
of Rs. 2 lakhs) resident 
of Pulanpad Police Sta-
tion Chintalnar District 
Sukma (Chhattisgarh) 
surrendered without 
weapons.

NEWSLINE
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Teacher has taken 
away the money 

given to the 
student of Govt 

School for science 
exhb

Team of correspondents
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Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The demo-
cratic representation 
and decision-making 
powers of the Ladakh 
Autonomous Hill Devel-
opment Councils (LAH-
DCs) have been retained 
following the formation 
of the Union Territory of 
Ladakh in 2019, the gov-
ernment informed Parlia-
ment on Thursday.

These LAHDCs con-
tinue to exercise execu-
tive powers over differ-
ent subjects within their 
respective districts, the 
government also said 

in response to a query 
regarding the extension 
of tribal area status to the 
Union Territory (UT).

The LAHDCs in Leh 
and Kargil function as 
District Planning and 
Development Boards 
and prepare plans for 
different programmes 
and policies. They reflect 
the demands and aspi-
rations of the local pop-
ulation, Union Minister 
of State for Tribal Affairs 
Durgadas Uikey said in 
response to a question  
by Congress MPs Sapt-
agiri Sankar Ulaka and 
Tanuj Punia.

Ulaka and Punia had 
asked whether the gov-
ernment intends to 
extend the provisions 

of the Sixth Schedule 
of the Indian Constitu-
tion to Ladakh, and the  
reasons behind the delay 
in granting tribal area sta-
tus to the UT.

The minister said 
the matter of the Sixth 
Schedule under Article 
244(2) of the Constitution 
and the UT of Ladakh  
falls under the admin-
istrative jurisdiction of  
the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA).

He said the MHA 

informed that “demo-
cratic representation and 
decision-making pow-
ers of the LAHDCs have  
been retained after the 
formation of the Union 
Territory.

“Periodic elections 
for the Hill Development 
Councils, Panchayati 
Raj institutions, and 
members of Parliament 
are being conducted to 
ensure continued demo-
cratic representation in 
the UT,” he said.

‘Ladakh councils have 
decision-making powers’

Preparations underway ahead of I-Day celebrations at the Red Fort, in New Delhi. | Photo: PTI

The LAHDCs in Leh and Kargil function as District Planning and Development Boards 
and prepare plans for different programmes and policies, the govt informed Parl.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

HIGHLIGHT

z MHA informed 
that “democratic 
representation and 
decision-making 
powers of the LAHDCs 
have been retained 
after the formation of 
the UT.

z They also have the 
authority to impose 
taxes and regulate 
certain activities.

NEW DELHI: More than 1,700 sq km of 
forest area has been lost in the last 10 
years due to development activities 
but land has also been acquired for 
compensatory aforestation, the gov-
ernment said on Thursday.

While replying to a supplementary 
question in the Rajya Sabha, environ-
ment and forest minister Bhupendra 
Yadav also said the country’s consoli-
date overall forest cover has increased 
and the government is trying to fur-
ther increase it.

He said while forest cover in five 
northeastern states -- Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram 
and Meghalaya -- has reduced, states 
such as Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Odisha, Karnataka and Jharkhand 
have seen their forest cover increase.

“In last 10 years, 1,73, 396  
hectares forest area (which is 
1,733 sq km) has been lost due to  
development activities, however, 
under compensatory aforesta-
tion, land has also been acquired,”  
the minister said.

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘Over 1,700 sq km of 
forest area lost in last 10 
years due to devp

COURT DECISION

FIR mandatory in 
cases of alleged fake 
encounters by police: HC

NEW DELHI: An FIR has to be manda-
torily registered whenever a person is 
killed in an allegedly fake encounter by 
police, the Delhi High Court has held. 
Justice Neena Bansal Krishna rejected 
a petition by the State against a ses-
sions court order refusing to interfere 
with a magistrate’s direction on regis-
tration of an FIR against a Delhi Police 
raiding team following the death of a 
person who suffered a gunshot injury 
during a chase. The court noted that 
since the deceased, Rakesh, had five 
other “blunt force” injuries besides 
the firearm injury on his lower back, it 
had to be established whether he was 
mercilessly beaten up.

J-K statehood may be 
restored in October.

Ramdas Athawale 
Union Minister

Independence Day preparations get underway

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court on Thursday 
extended the judicial custody of Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal till August 20 
in a corruption case registered by the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in 
the alleged excise scam. Special Judge 
Kaveri Baweja extended Kejriwal’s cus-
tody after he was produced before the 
court through video conference.

NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment has waived the 
requirement for clinical 
trials of certain categories 
of drugs in India if they 
are approved in the US, 
the UK, Japan, Australia, 
Canada and the Euro-
pean Union. The waiver 
only covers five categories 
-- orphan drugs for rare 
diseases, gene and cellu-
lar therapy products, new 
drugs used in pandemic 
situations, new drugs 
used for special defence 
purposes and new drugs 
having significant thera-
peutic advances over the 
current standard care. 
This waiver would ensure 
expeditious availability 
of the latest medicines 
for treating diseases like 
cancers, rare diseases like 
Spinal Muscular Atrophy 
(SMA) and Duchenne Mus-
cular Dystrophy (DMA), 
and autoimmune condi-
tions in India. “As per Rule 
101 of New Drugs and Clin-
ical Trials Rules, 2019, the 
Central Licensing Author-
ity, with the approval of 
the Central Government, 
may specify, by an order, 
the name of the countries, 
from time to time, for con-
sidering waiver of local 
clinical trial.

Court extends Arvind 
Kejriwal’s judicial 
custody till Aug 20

Clinical trial 
requirement 
waived
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi 
Police has procured 700 
facial recognition CCTV 
cameras to ensure robust 
security arrangements 
for the Independence 
Day celebrations in the 
city, officials on Thurs-
day said. These cameras 
will be installed in and 
around the north and 
central districts -- par-
ticularly the Red Fort 
from where Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
deliver his Independence 
Day speech -- to monitor 
VVIP movements and 
keep a close eye on any 
suspicious activities, they 
said. While the north dis-
trict will get 346 Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV) 
cameras, the central dis-
trict will be allotted 354 
cameras, officials said.

“These cameras will 
have pan-tilt-zoom fea-
tures with high resolu-
tions which will allow 
police to identify anyone 
from a distance. These 
cameras will be installed 
in and around the fort,” a 
senior police officer said.

The cameras with 
facial recognition and 
video analytic systems 
will ensure foolproof 
security, the officer said, 
adding that more than 
10,000 security per-
sonnel will be deployed 
at the Mughal-era fort 

when Modi addresses 
the nation. The areas sur-
rounding the Red Fort 
will be demarcated as 
a “no kite flying zone” 
until the programme is 
over. Personnel will be 
deployed with neces-
sary equipment on stra-
tegic locations to inter-
cept kites, police said.  
“Of the 700 cameras, 
40 will be used for  
facial recognition, 15 for 
detecting intrusions, 
10 each for reading  
registration plates of vehi-
cles and counting people 
and five for detecting 
abandoned objects,” the 
officer said.

Police procures 700 face 
detection cameras for I-Day

Police bans aerial platforms for 
security reasons from Aug 2-16

North district will get 346 CCTV cameras, the central district will get 354.

Press Trust Of India

Institute will honour 
ten of its esteemed 
alumni with the 
prestigious Alumni 
Awards 2024.

NEW DELHI: Over 2,600 
graduating students will 
receive their degrees at 
the 55th convocation of 
Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT), Delhi, on 
August 10, Director Ran-
gan Banerjee said on 
Thursday.

Twenty five per cent of 
the students are women, 
he said. More than 475 
PhD graduates will be 
awarded their degrees at 
the convocation, mark-
ing a 35 per cent increase 
from the previous year. 
Of the total graduating 
PhD students, 42 per cent 
are women.

Jubilant Bhartia Group 
Founder and Co-Chair-
man S Bhartia, an alum-

nus of the 1979 batch, will 
be the chief guest at the 
convocation. 

“In addition to the stu-

dents graduating from 
BTech and Dual degree 
programs, students grad-
uating from the PhD, 
MBA, MS (Research), 
M.Des., M.Tech, Master 
of Public Policy, M.Tech. 
under Advance Standing, 
PG DIIT (Naval Construc-
tion), Joint PG Diploma 
in VLFM, DIIT (PG), and 
MSc programs will also 
receive their degrees and 
diplomas at the convoca-
tion,” Banerjee said.

“This year also marks 

our first graduates in two 
UG programmes--BTech 
in Materials Engineering 
and BTech in Engineer-
ing and Computational 
Mechanics and four PG 
programmes--M.Tech in 
Machine Intelligence and 
Data Science, M.Tech in 
Biomolecular and Biopro-
cess Engineering, MS (R) 
in Transportation Safety 
and Injury Prevention, 
and MSR in Automotive 
Research and Tribology,” 
he added.

|   5 5 T H  C O N V O C A T I O N  |

IIT Delhi graduates to 
get degrees on Aug 10

‘Utter neglect’ of 
security front by 
govt: Omar 
Press Trust Of India

Abdullah said the 
ground reality does 
not support the gov-
ernment’s claim that 
it is creating a new 
Jammu and Kashmir 
which symbolises 
peace, progress and 
development. 

JAMMU: National Con-
ference vice president 
Omar Abdullah on Thurs-
day attacked the BJP-led 
central government over 
the terrorist incidents in 
J-K’s Jammu region, say-
ing areas that had been 
freed from terrorism is 
once again reeling under 
its fear.

The is because of the 
“utter neglect” of the 
security front by the 
government, he said at 
a public rally in the Bani 
area of Kathua district on 
Thursday.

Abdullah said the 
ground reality does not 
support the govern-

ment’s claim that it is 
creating a new Jammu 
and Kashmir which sym-
bolises peace, progress 
and development. 

“They (BJP govern-
ment and J-K administra-
tion) have claimed that 
Jammu and Kashmir is 
free of violence and gun 
culture. But when we 
look at the reality on the 
ground, the areas we had 
freed from terrorism are 
once again reeling under 
the fear of guns,” he said.

“People in areas, 
where there used to 
be no Village Defence  
Committees, are now 
demanding weapons to 
safeguard themselves 
and their villages. 

The army, (person-
nel) packed in scores 
of trucks, is being rein-
ducted into areas where 
the number of troops was 
decreased by us,” Abdul-
lah said.

He said that “our rul-
ers did not pay attention 
to these areas”. 

Independence Day preprations near Red Fort.  |  Photo: PTI

The Delhi Police has 
prohibited flying sub-
conventional aerial plat-
forms like paragliders, 
hang-gliders and hot air 
balloons in the national 
capital from August 2-16 
for security reasons. An 
order to this effect was 
issued by Delhi Police 
Commissioner San-
jay Arora. It has been 
reported that certain 
criminal, anti-social ele-
ments or terrorists inim-

ical to India may pose 
a threat to the safety of 
the general public, dig-
nitaries and vital instal-
lations by the use of 
“sub-conventional aerial 
platforms” like paraglid-
ers, paramotors, hang-
gliders, Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAVs), remotely 
piloted aircraft, hot air 
balloons, small sized 
powered aircraft, or by 
para-jumping from air-
craft, the order stated.

HIGHLIGHT

z Of the 700 cameras, 
40 will be used for 
facial recognition, 
15 for detecting 
intrusions.

z 10,000 security 
personnel will be 
deployed when PM 
addresses the nation.

A view of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi. |  Photo: PTI

FASTFACTS

z Twenty five per 
cent of the graduating 
students are women.

z 28 int’l students will 
receive their degrees 
at the convocation 
ceremony.

NASHIK

‘Three Mahayuti 
allies to keep their 
existing seats’

Maharashtra dep-
uty Chief Minister Ajit 
Pawar on Thursday said 
the three ruling allies 
in the state will retain 
their existing constitu-
encies while deciding 
a seat-sharing formula 
for the coming assembly 
elections. Pawar’s Nation-
alist Congress Party (NCP) 
is part of the `Mahayuti’ 
alliance along with the 
Shiv Sena and BJP.

“Every party will get 
the seats held by it at 
present. If an exchange 
of seats is needed, all 
parties are ready for it. 
The seat-sharing formula 
will be finalized soon,” he 
told reporters.

The NCP chief was 
in Nashik to launch his 
party’s Jan Sanman Yatra, 
an outreach campaign.

NEWSLINENew aviation 
bill to address 
discrepancies
Press Trust Of India

Aviation Minister 
Kinjarapu Rammohan 
Naidu underscored the 
need for the new legis-
lation, noting that the 
Aircraft Act, 1934 has 
become outdated due to 
its numerous amend-
ments over the years.

NEW DELHI:  The govern-
ment on Thursday said 
the Bhartiya Vayuyan 
Vidheyak Bill 2024, 
which seeks to replace 
the 90-year-old Aircraft 
Act, would address the 
current discrepancies in 
the aviation law and help 
the industry grow.

Speaking during a dis-
cussion on the Bill in the 
Lok Sabha, Aviation Min-
ister Kinjarapu Rammo-
han Naidu underscored 
the need for the new 
legislation, noting that 
the Aircraft Act, 1934 has 
become outdated due 
to its numerous amend-
ments over the years.

The Bill, which was 
introduced in the Lok 
Sabha on July 31, is 
intended to “regulate var-
ious aspects of the avia-
tion industry, including 
the design, manufacture, 
maintenance, operation, 
and sale of aircraft”.

Naidu explained that 
the 1934 Act had under-
gone 21 amendments, 
resulting in ambiguities 
and contradictions, par-
ticularly regarding the 
powers and functions of 

internal organizations 
like the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA). He pointed out 
that these issues have 
created confusion within 
the aviation sector, mak-
ing it difficult for the rel-
evant authorities to oper-
ate effectively.

“Because of this, the 
whole structuring of the 
Act itself has led to a lot 
of ambiguity and con-
tradictions in terms of 
powers and functions of 
certain internal organiza-
tions,” he said. The min-
ister stressed that there 
was a “dire need to struc-
turise the whole Act,” 
which is why the gov-
ernment introduced the 
new legislation. Naidu 
emphasised his openness 
to suggestions from other 
members of Parliament.

He also touched upon 
the importance of align-
ing India’s aviation laws 
with global standards, 
stating that the new Bill 
would address the cur-
rent discrepancies and 
help the industry grow.

FASTFACTS

z Naidu explained 
that the 1934 Act 
had undergone 21 
amendments, resulting 
in ambiguities and 
contradictions.

z Minister emphasised 
his openness to 
suggestions from other 
members of Parl.

‘No 
agreement 
with Kenya 
on cheetahs’
NEW DELHI: No agree-
ment has been signed 
with Kenya for bring-
ing cheetahs to India,  
the government 
informed Parliament 
on Thursday.

In response to a 
question, the Union 
Minister of State for 
Environment Kirti 
Vardhan Singh told 
the Rajya Sabha that 17  
cheetah cubs have 
been born at the 
Kuno National Park in 
Madhya Pradesh after 
the introduction of 
cheetahs in India.

“No, Sir. No agree-
ment has been signed 
with the government  
of Kenya for translo-
cation of cheetahs to 
India,” he said.

The first batch of 
eight cheetahs was 
introduced in India in 
September 2022, and 
the second batch of 
12 cheetahs was flown 
in from South Africa  
last February.

KOLKATA

Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharjee 
dies at 80
Former WB CM Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee, 
who will be remembered 
both for his commitment 
to the communist ide-
ology and a pragmatic 
approach to industrialis-
ing the state, passed away 
at the age of 80 at his res-
idence here on Thursday. 
Bhattacharjee, a stalwart 
of the Communist Party 
of India (Marxist), was 
known for his efforts to 
bring industrialisation 
to the state, an endeav-
our that, despite his best 
intentions, eventually led 
to the downfall of the Left 
Front govt after 34 years 
of continuous rule.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Delhiites will 
soon have the unique 
opportunity to celebrate 
special occasions like 
birthdays and wedding 
anniversaries by adopt-
ing for a day an animal 
at the Delhi Zoo, officials 
said on Thursday.

In a first, the National 
Zoological Park, located 
in the heart of the 
national capital, is plan-
ning to introduce short-
term adoption options, 

making it easier for peo-
ple to engage with wild-
life and increasing visitor 
footfall and revenue.

According to the offi-
cials, the person adopt-
ing the animal will bear 
the associated costs, as 
determined by the zoo, 
which will be used to 
manage the animal’s food 
and other necessities.

The adopters will 
receive a certificate and 
photographs to make 
them feel “special”, an 
official said, adding the 

perks will depend on the 
package chosen.

The animal adop-
tion programme, which 

started during the Covid 
pandemic, aims to 
spread the message of 
animal conservation and 
encourage more people 

to connect with nature, 
Zoo Director Sanjeet 
Kumar said.

The zoo currently 
allows adoptions for one 
or two years, Kumar said, 
adding that at present, 
the majority of adopters 
are corporates. 

“We have seen a 
decline in numbers this 
year with only four com-
panies participating so 
far. So, we are making 
the process more acces-
sible to attract more indi-
viduals,” Kumar said.

|  NOVEL OFFER | 

‘Adopt an animal to mark a special occasion’

Animal adoption 
aims to spread the 
message of animal 

conservation.
Sanjeet Kumar
Zoo Director



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE
“The question isn’t who is going to let me; it’s 

who is going to stop me.”
[ Ayn Rand ]
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Confronting and 
combating Far-Right 
extremism in the UK

The wave of far-right violence in the UK is a 
disturbing indicator of the persistent under-
currents of xenophobia and misinformation 

that continue to plague society. Recent attacks on 
immigrants and Muslims, including the stabbing of 
three girls, have been cynically exploited by far-right 
agitators to fuel hatred and incite chaos. This violence 
has transcended mere protests, evolving into wide-
spread unrest with shops looted, cars set on fire, and 
mosques and Asian-owned businesses targeted. This 
alarming trend underscores a deeper societal malaise. 
The far-right’s hostility towards immigrants is not 
simply a reaction to isolated events but a symptom of 
broader social anxieties and political failures. Mis-
guided beliefs about immigration and cultural inte-
gration have been stoked by influencers like Tommy 
Robinson and politicians such as Nigel Farage. These 
figures spread dangerous misinformation, such as the 
false claim that the attacker was a Muslim immigrant, 
to rally support for their divisive agendas. Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer’s condemnation of the riots as 
“organized illegal thuggery” is a necessary step, but it 
is not sufficient. Despite the arrest of nearly 400 peo-
ple in a week of violence, including clashes between 
rioters and the police, more must be done. The gov-
ernment must make concerted efforts to combat the 
spread of misinformation online, which has proven to 
be a potent tool for radicalizing individuals and incit-
ing violence. Furthermore, addressing the underlying 
socio-economic issues that far-right groups exploit is 
crucial. Problems such as unemployment and inade-
quate social services often breed resentment towards 
immigrants. By tackling these root causes, the govern-
ment can undermine the far-right’s appeal and pre-
vent the exploitation of these issues to foster division 
and hatred. While condemning and policing far-right 
violence is essential, it is equally important to address 
the broader social and economic issues that give rise 
to such extremism. Only through comprehensive and 
multifaceted strategies can the UK hope to overcome 
the dangerous rise of far-right violence and ensure a 
more inclusive and harmonious society.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Judicial hierarchy 
ensures independence, 
not subordination

Changes in education system 
in Past, Present and Future

Empowering indigenous peoples: A shared responsibility

The Indian judiciary is unique for its relative 
non-interference from the executive and 
legislature. Its hierarchical system ensures that 

litigants can appeal if dissatisfied with a particular 
court’s verdict. The Supreme Court (SC) has reiter-
ated that no court is superior to another. Under Arti-
cle 141 of the Constitution, SC judgments are binding 
on all courts in India. How-
ever, the High Courts (HC) 
remain independent in their 
administrative functions. The 
SC consistently refuses to 
direct HCs to resolve cases 
within a specific timeframe, 
respecting their autonomy. 
Justice Abhay Oka of the 
SC aptly remarked during 
a hearing that “a court is a 
court.” In 2022, Chief Justice 
DY Chandrachud criticized the use of the term “sub-
ordinate judiciary” to describe district courts, noting 
the lack of a constitutional definition for “subor-
dinate.” While the HC, as an appellate court, can 
overturn district court judgments and has adminis-
trative control over district courts, this relationship 
does not imply subordination. The perceived subor-
dination stems from the HC’s authority to review and 
reverse district court decisions and its administra-
tive oversight, but the judiciary remains a cohesive 
and independent entity.

Dr Ganapathi Bhat

gives equal importance to both 
teachers and students.

Present Education System
Present education have 

great different from the past. 
It does not playing a significant 
role to develop the future of the 
youth. The main aim of modern 
education system is to make 
money. Education institution 
owners utilize the education for 
their financial growth. Don’t try 
to understand its importance. 
This education gives degree 
and diploma for students with-
out any knowledge. Because of 
this business minded educa-
tion students are not qualified 
for the proper job. Education 
is not only for good degree but 
also to study some moral things 
in life. New generation students 
have no idea about the cultural 
values and the importance of 
society. Because in this present 
education system teachers are 
not ready to teach it. Today’s 
education system does not 
trained students that what they 
want in their practical life. That 
is why today most of them are 
disqualified during the inter-
view process. Now a days edu-
cation give more importance to 
technology. Online education 

system has both advantages 
and disadvantages.

Future Education System
Within these nearby days 

a rapid change is occurring 
in the education system. The 
future of education system is 
uncertain still one can predict 
it. No doubts about the future 
education system. 

New changes is still taken 
in the education filed to make 
some changes. Government 
authorities are also respon-
sible for it and they ready to 
take proper action to make 
some useful changes in the 
education system. Future edu-
cation system will give more 
importance to technical and 
professional education than  
moral education. 

Give more importance to 
countries development. Give 
more training for students, to 
build up professional qualities.

Educated people are the 
main asset of a nation. For the 
development of personal and 
social life, education plays a 
great role. It plays a vital role 
in shaping tomorrow’s leaders. 
Education is the root a person 
and it can make every impos-
sible thing possible in life.

Education is the process of 
learning or the acquisi-
tion of knowledge, skills, 

values, beliefs and habits. 
Education system was becom-
ing stronger from ancient civ-
ilization period itself. During 
civilization period people need 
to study writing and reading to 
transmit knowledge from per-
son to person and from gen-
eration to generation. From 
that time itself education is 
becoming an important part of 
every one’s life and still it con-
tinues and will remain forever. 
Education is the basic thing in 
every one’s life. Everyone must 
acquire basic education to live 
in this society. Education is the 
sub system which performs 
some functions for the whole 
society. Changes are usual in 
every generation. And as we 
move from one generation to 
next generation we can face 
some changes in the educa-
tion system. Now let us discuss 
about the changes.

Past Education System
Education was strong in 

ancient days also. In ancient 
day’s education system 
changed based on the peri-
ods such as Vedic, Brahman-

ical, Muslim, British periods. 
In Vedic periods schools were 
becoming boarding and stu-
dents were handed over to 
teacher. Physical education 
was compulsory at that period. 
Training was given in the war. 
Apart that training given for 
arts and craft works. In brah-
manical periods. Students 
were to study Vedic literatures. 
Main aim of it is to learn Vedas 
but it was restricted to low 
class peoples. It is the main 
fault of education system of 
that period. The objectives 
of education system totally 
changed during the Muslim 
period. Imported school edu-
cation system for all castes. 
Vocational education emerged 
at that period and it teaches 
some craft for students. The 
invasion of British makes 
some advantages in the edu-
cation field. Their contribution 
towards the education sys-
tem was still reminding one. 
British education gives more 
importance to school on going. 
Established several schools 
and provided several facilities 
in education system. Make 
some changes in the education 
syllabus. Education system 

Human society is enriched 
by diverse cultures, with 
indigenous tribes being 

some of the oldest and most 
unique groups. Comprising 
about 6.2% of the global pop-
ulation, indigenous peoples 
live in 90 countries worldwide. 
India is home to 705 tribes, 
accounting for 8.6% of its popu-
lation. Recognizing their impor-
tance, the United Nations has 
celebrated International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous Peoples 
on August 9 since 1994, advo-
cating for their development 
and the preservation of their 
unique cultures.

Global and 
Domestic Context

The United Nations has 
emphasized protecting the 
rights of uncontacted tribes, 
with approximately 200 such 
tribes globally, mostly in 
remote forests. The Amazon 
rainforest hosts around 100 
of these tribes in countries 
like Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Indonesia, Papua 
New Guinea, Peru, and Vene-
zuela. In India, the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands are home 
to tribes like the Jarawa, Onge, 
and Sentinelese. The Sentine-
lese, residing in North Sentinel 
Island for about 60,000 years, 
remain uncontacted and hos-
tile to outsiders. Attempts to 
study them have failed, lead-
ing the Indian government to 
declare their habitat a prohib-
ited area. Despite lifting some 
restrictions in 2018 to pro-
mote tourism, the Sentinelese 
territory remains off-limits to 
protect them from external  
threats and diseases.

Challenges and 
Legal Protections

Indigenous communities 
face numerous challenges, 
including exploitation of nat-
ural resources, deforestation, 
and developmental activities 
that threaten their livelihoods. 
Tribes like the Akuntsu and Awá 
in Brazil face extinction, while 
others in the Philippines, Para-
guay, and Peru struggle to sur-
vive. The natural resources in 
their areas have often become a 
curse, leading to activities such 
as agriculture, rubber tapping, 

mining, tourism, oil extrac-
tion, cattle rearing, and timber 
smuggling that endanger their 
livelihoods and ecosystems.

In India, tribes in the Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands, such 
as the Great Andamanese, 
Jarawa, and Sentinelese, are 
endangered by tourism and 
infrastructure projects. Vari-
ous laws protect indigenous 
rights in India, such as the 
Forest Rights Act of 2006, the 
PESA Act of 1996, and specific 
constitutional articles. Autono-
mous councils in northeastern 
India and the SC/ST (Preven-
tion of Atrocities) Act of 1989 
further safeguard their rights. 
The Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands (Protection of Aborigi-

nal Tribes) Regulation of 1956 
controls outsider entry, and 
the Indian Forest Act of 1927 
regulates forest protection and 
resource use. Commissions like 
the Dhebar and Xaxa have pro-
vided valuable suggestions for 
their development.

Globally, several laws pro-
tect the rights of indigenous 
peoples, such as the UN Dec-
laration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples (UNDRIP) of 
2007 and the ILO Convention 
of 1989. Organizations like Sur-
vival International contribute 
to their development and pro-
tection, highlighting the critical 
need for safeguarding their cul-
tural, physical, and economic 
integrity.

Path Forward
Industrialization and global-

ization pose significant threats 
to indigenous peoples, violat-
ing their rights to live freely in 
their ancestral lands. Despite 
stringent laws, lax enforcement 
has led to unrest among tribes, 
resulting in movements like the 
Bodo and Gondwana move-
ments in India. Addressing the 
root causes of these issues is 
essential for sustainable solu-
tions. The Supreme Court of 
India recently endorsed sub-
categorization within Sched-
uled Castes and Tribes to 
ensure justice for the most mar-
ginalized. The central budget’s 
allocation of special funds for 
tribal development is a posi-

tive step. Indigenous peoples 
deserve to maintain their 
unique cultures, languages, 
and traditions. Their lands and 
resources should remain under 
their control, with respect for 
their freedom and equal oppor-
tunities for development.

Recommendations
To advance the well-being 

of indigenous communities, 
strict enforcement of protec-
tive laws is crucial. Special 
programs should enhance edu-
cation and healthcare services 
in indigenous areas, fostering 
self-reliance through economic 
development opportunities in 
agriculture and handicrafts. 
Tourism should be developed 
sensitively to preserve indig-
enous culture and environ-
ment. Protecting indigenous 
rights over their lands and 
resources is essential, involv-
ing them in managing natural 
resources. Establishing dia-
logue and partnerships with 
indigenous communities will 
ensure they actively partici-
pate in resolving their issues. 
Compliance with constitutional 
rights and international treaties 
must be ensured to effectively 
protect and advance indige-
nous peoples. By taking these 
steps, we can safeguard the 
heritage and rights of indige-
nous peoples, ensuring their 
sustainable development and 
integration into broader society 
while respecting their unique 
identities. Full compliance 
with the rights provided by the 
Constitution and international 
treaties should be ensured. By 
taking these steps, the advance-
ment and protection of indige-
nous peoples can be effectively 
achieved, preserving their 
unique identities and contribu-
tions to the world.

Through a collective effort, 
the international community 
can ensure that the guardians 
of nature continue to thrive, 
preserving their invaluable 
cultural heritage for future gen-
erations. The respect and pro-
tection of indigenous peoples’ 
rights are not just a moral 
imperative but a necessity for 
the cultural and ecological  
diversity of our planet.

Vijay Garg

Dr. Ramesh B

Assistant Professor, 
Dept of Social Work, 

Indira Gandhi National 
Tribal University 

( Central University) 
Amarkantak

Indigenous peoples, comprising 6.2% of the global population, are vital to our cultural heritage. 
Protecting their rights and cultures is crucial for preserving our planet’s diversity.

On the 
occasion 
of World 

Indigenous 
people day 
9th August 
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India’s stand on Bangladesh
The situation in Bangladesh is worsen-
ing, but India’s stance is commendable. An 
all-party meeting was held where all par-
ties unanimously supported the Centre’s 
position and posed important questions 
to External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jais-
hankar, which he addressed thoroughly. 
It’s a laudable initiative that our EAM stood 
up and informed the parliament about 
India’s stance on Bangladesh’s instability. 
As supporters of a democratic republic, we 
should all hope for political stability in our 
neighboring country.

Romit Chandrakar, Hyderabad 

Lakshya can be a world beater
Lakshya Sen, a promising talent in Indian 
badminton, faced a disappointing Olym-
pics, losing to Viktor Axelsen in the semi-
finals despite a strong start. In 2022, he 
made India proud by reaching the All 
England final but fell to Axelsen again. 
Lakshya’s subsequent defeat to Malaysia’s 
Lee Zii Jia, despite being one game up, was 
disheartening, likely due to an injury. At 
22, he remains a formidable player with a 
bright future. His coach, Vimal Kumar, is 
focused on enhancing Lakshya’s all-round 
game and tactical acumen.  

Dr Ganapathi Bhat,  Akola
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MUMBAI: The Reserve 
Bank of India on Thurs-
day expectedly kept the 
benchmark interest rate 
and stance unchanged 
for the ninth straight 
policy meeting, saying 
it cannot afford to look 
through persisting high 
food inflation and has to 
remain vigilant to pre-
vent spillover. Retaining 
its unambiguous focus on 
inflation, the Monetary 

Policy Committee (MPC), 
which consists of three 
RBI and three external 
members, kept the bench-
mark repurchase or repo 
rate unchanged at 6.50 
per cent.
Four out of the six mem-
bers of MPC voted in 
favour of the rate deci-
sion. The panel, whose 
four-year term ends in 
October, also decided to 
retain a policy stance at 
“withdrawal of accom-
modation” to aid MPC’s 

focus on bringing inflation 
towards its 4 per cent tar-

get. Inflation climbed to 
5.08 per cent in June, pri-
marily driven by the food 
component. RBI Gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das said 
food inflation remains 
“stubbornly” high. 

“Without price stabil-
ity, high growth cannot be 
sustained,” he said, add-
ing that “monetary policy 
must continue to be dis-
inflationary”. He said the 
MPC could have looked 
through high food infla-
tion if it was transitory. 

“But in an environment of 
persisting high food infla-
tion, as we are experienc-
ing now, the MPC cannot 
afford to do so. It has to 
remain vigilant to pre-
vent spillovers or second 
round effects from per-
sistent food inflation and 
preserve the gains made 
so far in monetary policy 
credibility.” 

The MPC last revised 
interest rate in February 
2023, when it was hiked 
to 6.5 per cent. 

RBI keeps interest rate 
unchanged for ninth time

MPC which consists of three RBI and three external members, kept the  
benchmark repurchase or repo rate unchanged at 6.50 per cent.

Press Trust Of India

GURUGRAM: Samsung’s 
sixth-generation fold-
able smartphones and 
ecosystem products – 
Galaxy Z Fold6, Galaxy 
Z Flip6, Galaxy Watch 
Ultra, Watch7 and Buds3 
– are now available across 
retail outlets. Consumers 
can also purchase the 
devices on Samsung.com, 
Amazon.in and Flipkart.

Galaxy Z Fold6 and Gal-
axy Z Flip6 have proved 
to be a huge success, 
securing 40% higher 
pre-orders in the first 
24 hours as compared 
to the previous gener-
ation foldables. Galaxy 
Z Fold6 and Z Flip6 are 
the slimmest and lightest 
Galaxy Z series devices 
ever, and come with per-
fectly symmetrical design 
with straight edges. The 

Galaxy Z series is also 
equipped with enhanced 
Armor Aluminum and 
Corning Gorilla Glass Vic-
tus 2, making it the most 

durable Galaxy Z series 
yet. Galaxy Z Fold6 and 
Z Flip6 are equipped 
with Snapdragon 8 Gen 3 
Mobile Platform for Gal-
axy, the most advanced 
Snapdragon mobile pro-
cessor yet, combining 
best-in-class CPU, GPU, 
and NPU performance.  
Galaxy Z Fold6 and Z 
Flip6 are secured by 
Samsung Knox, the com-
pany’s defense-grade, 

multi-layer security plat-
form built to safeguard 
critical information and  
protect against vulnera-
bilities. 

Galaxy Watch Ultra 
– the newest and most 
powerful addition to the 
Galaxy Watch portfolio 
–enhanced fitness expe-
riences for next level 
achievements with ulti-
mate intelligence and 
capabilities. 

| EXCITING OFFERS | 

Samsung’s 6th-generation smartphones goes on sale
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BEST OF THE REST

NEW DELHI: The National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) on Thursday said 
its unique registered investors have 
crossed the 10 crore mark, with the 
latest 1 crore addition taking place in 
just five months. The investor base 
has seen more than 3-time jump in 
the last five years, facilitated by rapid 
growth in digitisation, rising investor 
awareness, financial inclusion and 
sustained market performance. “The 
unique registered investor base on 
the National Stock Exchange of India 
crossed the 10-crore mark on August 
8, 2024,” the bourse said in a state-
ment. With this, the total number 
of client codes (accounts) registered 
with the exchange stands at 19 crore. 
This includes all client registrations 
done till date. Notably, clients can 
register with more than one trading 
member. Investor registrations at 
NSE have seen an accelerating trend 
over the last few years. 

REGISTERED INVESTORS

NSE adds 1 crore 
investors in 5 months, 
total goes up to 10 crore

MUMBAI: Equity benchmark indices 
Sensex and Nifty closed nearly 1 per 
cent down on Thursday after the 
Reserve Bank of India decided to keep 
the policy rate unchanged for the 
ninth time in a row, saying food infla-
tion remains stubborn. The 30-share 
BSE Sensex declined by 581.79 points 
or 0.73 per cent to settle at 78,886.22 
in a volatile trade. During the day, 
it tumbled 669.07 points or 0.84 
per cent to 78,798.94. After a day’s 
breather, the NSE Nifty retreated to 
close lower by 180.50 points or 0.74 
per cent to 24,117. During the day, it 

tanked 217.8 points or 0.89 per cent to 
24,079.70. The Reserve Bank of India 
on Thursday expectedly kept the 
benchmark interest rate and stance 
unchanged for the ninth straight pol-
icy meeting, saying it cannot afford 
to look through persisting high food 
inflation and has to remain vigilant to 
prevent spillover. 
MAJOR GAINERS: Tata Motors, HDFC 
Bank, Bharti Airtel, ITC, IndusInd 
Bank and Axis Bank.
MAJOR LOSERS: Asian Paints, Infosys, 
JSW Steel, UltraTech Cement, Power 
Grid, L&T, HCL Tech and Tata Steel.

How the markets behave today?
Sensex, Nifty tumble nearly 1 pc post RBI  

monetary policy decision
NUMBER

6.50%
z Inflation climbed 
to 5.08 per cent in 
June due to food 
component.

z	Monetary policy 
must continue to be 
disinflationary.

The Day’s
NUMBERS

NUMBER OF MILLIONAIRES  
KEEPS RISING

Number 
of dollar 
millionaires 
(in millions) 
in selected 
countries in 
2023

Source: Statista

6.6%
0.4%

4.2%
2.3%

3.3%

USA
China

France
Japan

Germany

Logistics cost will be 
below 9 pc of GDP by 

April next year.
Nitin Gadkari 

Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways.
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BANGALORE:  Shobitam, a globalleader in 
D2C ethnic fashion and one of the fastest 
growing in the industry, proudly announces 
its strategic acquisition of  Isadoralife, a trail-
blazer in the ready-to-wear saree market and 
the largest brand in this space – with a goal to 
make India’s Sarees accessible for all includ-
ing Gen Z’s and everyone globally! Shobitam 
and IsadoraLife join hands to enhance the 
accessibility and appeal of the most loved 
traditional Indian attire worldwide - The 
Saree! This partnership aims to address the 
challenges of unfamiliarity with draping 
and also making inroads into a larger demo-
graphic base especially the younger con-
sumers worldwide, showcasing sarees as a 
wholesome ‘must have’ attire in a wardrobe 
across India and globally. Aparna Thyagara-
jan, Co-founder & Chief Product Officer at 
Shobitam said: “It’s gratifying to see Sarees 
pickup momentum but we often hear about 
the challenge of draping. And, while it may 
seem trivial, this simple concern was making 
women back out from possessing this beauti-
ful piece of attire.” 

MUMBAI: L Twelve of  UltraTech 
Cement Limited’s Limestone Mines 
have been rated 5 Stars for FY2022-
23 by the Indian Bureau of Mines. 
The awards were given out on August 
7th  2024 in Delhi by the Minister of 
Coal & Mines. Of the twelve mines 
which received the award, one was the 
Paraswani Limestone Mine, which is 
part of Hirmi Cement Works, UltraT-
ech’s Integrated Unit near Raipur, 
Chhattisgarh. At the programme mark-
ing the event, G. Kishan Reddy, the 
Union Minister of Coal & Mines felici-
tated UltraTech, India’s largest cement 
and Ready-Mix Concrete (RMC) com-
pany, for demonstrated exemplary per-
formance in all aspects of mining and 
contributing to India’s mining sector. 

 ACQUISITION 5-STAR RATING

Shobitam announces 
acquisition of IsadoraLife, 
largest player in market

UltraTech limestone 
mine  awarded 5-star 
rating by IBM

LIC profit 
rises 10 pc to 
Rs 10,461 cr

Press Trust Of India

Company is seeing 
growth in its electric 
vehicle portfolio.

PUNE:  German luxury 
carmaker Mercedes-Benz 
on Thursday sounded 
confident of posting a 
double-digit growth this 
calendar year and said it is 
expecting the demand to 
remain good in the com-
ing festive season on the 
lines of last year. Speak-
ing with PTI at the launch 
of two new top-end car 
models, Mercedes-Benz 
India Managing Director 
and CEO Santosh Iyer said 
that the company is see-
ing growth in its electric 
vehicle portfolio also and 
it will come out with the 
electric version of May-
bach in September this 
year. With the unveiling of 
the Mercedes-AMG GLC 43 
4MATIC CoupÃƒ and CLE 
300 Cabriolet AMG Line, 

priced at Rs 1.105 crore 
and Rs 1.10 crore, respec-
tively, the company has 
strengthened its top-end 
product range further. 
“We grew 9 per cent in 
the first half of 2024. Of 
course, quarter two is low 
seasonality and this year it 

was even low considering 
elections. But when we 
look at the third quarter 
it is again showing a good 
amount of bookings. The 
market is there. We are 
confident of a double-digit 
growth to end the year. 
And in that sense it should 
be our best year again,” 
Iyer said.
“With the GLC 43 4MATIC 
CoupÃƒÂ© and CLE 300 
Cabriolet AMG Line, we 
are launching two highly 
desirable top-end vehi-

cles. Our top-end vehicles 
(TEV) continue to drive 
strong customer loyalty 
and these two vehicles 
will further enhance the 
desirability of the TEV seg-
ment,” Iyer said. He said 
that the top-end segment 
grew 12 per cent against an 
overall 9 per cent growth 
in HI 2024, adding that the 
company’s core luxury 
segment which includes 
the E-class, C-class GLC 
and GLE, accounts for 
60 per cent of the over-
all portfolio in India. “We 
will have our new E-class 
coming in. so we will also 
see a lot of momentum in 
our core luxury segment 
as well. So overall, we 
are quite optimistic. We 
would like to continue our 
dominance in the top-end 
segment,” Iyer said. Mer-
cedes-Benz will launch the 
EQS Maybach SUV in India 
on September 5, he said. 
Mercedes-Benz India has 
16 cars in its top-end port-
folio. 

Mercedes-Benz India adds the CLE 300 Cabriolet and AMG GLC 43 Coupe to its line-up

FACTFILE

z  Company has 
strengthened its top-
end product range 
further.

|  N E W  L A U N C H  |

Mercedes-Benz confident of 
double-digit growth: Iyer

Rabi Sankar during a press conference on monetary policy statement, at the RBI headquarters in Mumbai, Thursday, Aug. 8.

INDICATORS

World INDICES
Stock	 Value	 % chg

Dow Jones (US)	 39,268	 +1.30% 	 ì

FTSE 100 Index	 8,133	 -0.41%	 î

Nikkei 225 (JPN)	 225:  34,831	 -0.74%	 î

CSI 300 (CHN)	 300:   3,342	 +0.04%	 ì
Index at 05:30 p.m. (IST, August 08, 2024)

Forex RATES
Foreign currency Vs Rupee 

US Dollar	 84.00 (+)	  	 ì

Euro	 91.51 (-)	 	 î

Chinese Yuan	 11.71 (+)	 	 ì

UAE Dirham	 22.87 (+)	 	 ì

Pakistan Rupee	 0.30 (+)	 	 ì

Sri Lanka Rupee	 0.27 (-)		  î
On August 08, 2024

Share MARKETS
Market	 Close 	 %chg 

Sensex	 78,886	 -0.73 	 î

Nifty	 24,117	 -0.74 	 î

Nifty, MidCap	 56,681	 -0.34	 î

Nifty SmallCap	 18,307	 -0.41	 î

Nifty Bank	 50,156	 +0.08	 ì
Closing rates as on August 08, 2024 at 5;30p.m. (IST)

NEW DELHI: Life Insurance 
Corporation of India (LIC) 
on Thursday reported 
a 10 rise in its net profit 
to Rs 10,461 crore in the 
June 2024 quarter. The 
state-owned life insur-
ance behemoth had a net 
profit of Rs 9,544 crore in 
the year-ago period. The 
total income increased to 
Rs 2,10,910 crore during 
the latest June quarter as 
against Rs 1,88,749 crore 
in the year-ago period, 
LIC said in a regulatory 
filing. During the quarter 
under review, the first-
year premium rose to Rs 
7,470 crore as against Rs 
6,811 crore in the year-ago 
period, it said. The insurer 
earned Rs 56,429 crore 
from renewal premiums 
as against Rs 53,638 crore 
a year ago. Net income 
from investments dur-
ing the quarter rose to Rs 
96,183 crore as compared 
to Rs 90,309 crore in the 
April-June period of previ-
ous fiscal. Solvency mar-
gin of LIC increased to 1.99 
per cent as compared to 
1.89 per cent in the same 
quarter a year ago.



CLOSE UP

Sunny Leone urges shift 
from old labels to her 

current success
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Varun Dhawan recently celebrated 
the re-release of the 1994 comedy 
Raja Babu, starring Govinda and 
Karisma Kapoor, in theaters. Dha-
wan, who last appeared in Bawaal 
and starred in a reboot of his father 
David Dhawan’s Coolie No 1, took 
to Instagram to share his excite-
ment. He posted clips of Govinda 
flaunting his signature style and 
dance moves, including a memora-
ble scene from “Pak Chik Pak Raja 
Babu” with Shakti Kapoor. The 
film is part of the Comedy Film 
Festival at PVR-INOX theaters, run-
ning from August 2 to August 14. 
Varun’s posts highlighted the nos-
talgic joy of revisiting this classic 
comedy. 

Mrunal Thakur has set a high bar for 
vacation style with her recent Edin-
burgh getaway look. Opting for a beige 
dress from Sans Studio, priced at Rs 
13,000, she embraced neutral tones 
with elegance. The dress featured a 
round neckline, elasticated bust, and a 
playful pleated hem, complemented by 
a brown jacket for cooler moments.

Bollywood

Varun Dhawan enjoys 
Raja BabuRe-release in 
theatres

Music

Mrunal Thakur  
masters neutral tones  
on vacation 

@parineetichopra

Parineeti Chopra enjoys 
scenic European train ride 
Actress Parineeti Chopra, on vacation 
in Europe, shared a video of her sce-
nic train journey on Instagram. Wear-
ing a white top, blue jacket, and black 
cap, she captioned it, “Train journeys 
for life.”

@varundvn

Varun Dhawan’ 
srainy day vibes 
Varun Dhawan posted a video enjoy-
ing the Mumbai monsoon from his 
apartment, captioned “Mast weather” 
with a rain emoji. Dressed in a printed 
jacket and grey vest, he added the viral 
dialogue “CheenTapak Dum Dum.”

Shahid Kapoor and Mira Rajput made 
a stylish return to Mumbai after a 
delightful family vacation in London. 
Spotted at the airport, the couple 
looked effortlessly chic, with Shahid 
donning a denim sweatshirt and loose 
pants, while Mira opted for a light blue 
top and black trousers. Shahid’s buzz 
cut and Mira’s sunglasses completed 

their trendy looks. The couple, often 
seen sharing loving moments on social 
media, was surrounded by fans and 
paparazzi as they posed and waved 
before heading to their car. Shahid 
recently hinted at his “outsider” status 
in the Hindi film industry and is set to 
star in the upcoming film Deva, releas-
ing on February 14, 2025.

Sunny Leone’s 
dynamic journey

Currently, Sunny is 
hosting the 15th season 
of MTV Splitsvilla and 
gearing up for her role 
in Anurag Kashyap’s 
neo-noir thriller Ken-
nedy, which premiered 
at the Cannes Film Festi-

val 2023. As she contin-
ues to evolve and make 
waves in the industry, 
Sunny Leone remains 
focused on her present 
and future, urging every-
one to move beyond 
outdated labels and rec-
ognize her current con-
tributions.

The bollywood hot pair
Shahid Kapoor and Mira Rajput  

stylish return from London 

“I will never forgive you for 
ruining me in that scene because I 
remember the first thing you ever 
said to me was that AB, this is our 
first romantic scene together, and 

how can I fall in love with you? 
You’re like my brother.” 

Abhishek Bachchan 
Actor

Web Series

KushaKapila talks  
on-set chemistry in  
‘Life Hill Gayi
As KushaKapila prepares for the 
release of her new web series Life Hill 
Gayi, she reflects on her experience 
working with co-stars Divyenndu and 
Mukti Mohan. Kusha revealed that 
breaking the ice was easy, thanks to 
a spontaneous group chat during a 
Nainital hailstorm. She praised Mukti 
for her quick adaptation to the local 
language and enthusiasm on set, not-
ing her diverse talents and energy. 
Regarding Divyenndu, Kusha lauded 
his dedication and collaborative 
spirit, highlighting his commitment 
to enhancing the scene. Produced by 
AarushiNishank and Himshrri Films, 
and directed by Prem Mistry, Life Hill 
Gayi streams on Disney+ Hotstar from 
August 9.

Barzakh withdrawn 
over queer love 

controversy 
Zindagi announced the 

withdrawal of “Barzakh” 
from YouTube Pakistan 
starting August 9 amid 
backlash over its depic-
tion of queer love. The 
finale will air as sched-

uled, despite the  
controversy

“House of the 
Dragon” ending 
after 4th season 

Showrunner Ryan Con-
dal announced “House 
of the Dragon” will end 
with its fourth season. 
The third season is in 
development and pro-

duction starts early  
next year.

“Citadel” 
expands cast for 

new season
Merle Dandridge, Rahul 

Kohli, and Michael 
Trucco join Priyanka 

Chopra Jonas and Richard 
Madden in “Citadel” Sea-
son 2. Production starts 
this year with Joe Russo 
directing. The show con-
tinues its global spy saga.

Is It Cake? 
Returns for 

season 4 
Netflix’s Is It Cake?is 
renewed for a fourth 
season, with filming 

underway and a 2025 
release expected. The 
show, hosted by Mikey 
Day, continues to capti-
vate viewers with cake 

challenges.

Laughter Chefs 
goes boy’s vs girl’s
Laughter Chefs intro-
duces a ‘Boys vs Girls’ 
cooking competition 
in its latest promo. 
Host Bharti Singh 

reveals the change, 
with Krushna Abhishek 
and Vicky Jain adding 

comedic flair and lively 
interactions.

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

Jennifer Garner returns as Elektra  
in Deadpool 3 transformation

Central Chronicle News

Sunny Leone spoke 
about how she feels 
when people con-
tinue to tag her as 
an adult star. She 
admitted those 13 
years down today, 
it’s bothersome for 
her and that people 
should move on 
from her past.

Sunny Leone’s past 
continues to shadow her 
public persona despite 
her successful transition 
into Bollywood. Known 
for her remarkable jour-
ney from the adult film 
industry to mainstream 
cinema, Leone has con-
sistently challenged ste-
reotypes. In a recent 
interview with Galatta 
India, she addressed the 
persistent labels attached 
to her past. Reflecting 
on her career, Sunny 
Leone expressed frustra-
tion over the continued 
emphasis on her adult 
film star label. “It’s more 
bothersome now that 
we are still talking about 
it. Come on! It’s been 13 
years since I started in 
India. Let it go,” she said. 
Sunny believes that cling-
ing to her past only hin-
ders progress and that 
it’s high time to focus 
on her present achieve-
ments. Sunny Leone’s 
entry into Indian cinema 
began with a memorable 
stint in Bigg Boss Sea-
son 5 in 2011, leading to 
her Bollywood debut in 
Mahesh Bhatt’s Jism 2.

Central Chronicle News

Jennifer Garner has 
given fans an exclusive 
look at her intense prep-
aration for reprising her 
role as Elektra Natchios 
in the highly anticipated 
“Deadpool& Wolverine.” 
Known for her previ-
ous portrayals in “Dare-
devil” (2003) and “Elek-
tra” (2005), Garner’s 
comeback required an 
extreme level of fitness to 
match Marvel’s demand-
ing standards. Her rig-
orous training regimen 
included high-intensity 
interval training (HIIT), 
boxing, and swimming, 
designed to enhance her 
strength and agility. The 
decision to reintroduce 

Elektra was made during 
the production of “The 
Adam Project,” where 
Garner collaborated with 
director Shawn Levy and 
Ryan Reynolds. She rem-
inisced about the pivotal 
moment when Levy and 
Reynolds exchanged a 

knowing glance, hinting 
at the plan to revive her 
iconic character. Despite 
her existing fitness level, 
Garner acknowledged 
the need to achieve 
“Marvel fit” standards, 
pushing her to new phys-
ical limits.

In an emotional 
Instagram post, Garner 
humorously reflected 
on the time since she 
last wielded Elektra’s 
said, acknowledging 
the gap since 2004. She 
expressed profound 
gratitude towards Levy 
and Reynolds for their 
visionary support.

Sunny Leone feels 
its ‘high time’ 
people moved on 
from her adult film 
star tag

Ellie Bamber makes her debut 
as Kate Moss on the set of the 
upcoming film.

“I think it’s more bothersome now that we are still talking about it. 
Come on! It’s been 13 years now since I have been here. Let it go.”

HIGHLIGHT

z American actor 
Jennifer Garner 
recently shared her 
workout routine to 
play Elektra in the 
Marvel film, ‘Deadpool 
and Wolverine.’ 
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HIGHLIGHT

z Experience 
Karnataka’s vibrant 
culinary heritage at 
SEIVAM, where dishes 
like Guntur Button 
Idly and Seivam Mini 
Meal promise a burst 
of authentic flavors. 
Immerse yourself in 
a cozy setting that 
transports you straight 
to South India.
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SAVOR KARNATAKA FLAVORS

Taste the 
essence of 

Karnataka at 
SEIVAM, Raipur

FoodPick
MUST TRY WHEN TRAVEL

SEIVAM in Raipur serves authentic 
Karnataka cuisine, featuring 

specialties like Ghee Podi Idly and 
Davangere Benne Khali Dose. Enjoy 

a warm ambiance and vibrant 
South Indian flavors.

Dive into Karnataka’s culinary heritage 
with SEIVAM’s mouthwatering specialties!If you’re in Raipur and crav-

ing an authentic Karnataka 
culinary experience, SEI-

VAM is your ultimate desti-
nation. This charming South 
Indian restaurant brings the 
rich and diverse flavors of Kar-
nataka straight to the heart of 
the city with a focus on pure 
vegetarian cuisine. SEIVAM’s 
menu is a celebration of Kar-
nataka’s renowned culinary 
traditions. Among its special-
ties, the Seivam Mini Meal is a 
standout, offering a delightful 
array of flavors in a perfectly 
balanced meal that captures 
the essence of Karnataka’s veg-
etarian fare. Another highlight 
is the Ghee Podi Idly, featuring 
soft, fluffy idlis seasoned with 
a fragrant and spicy ghee podi 
that adds an irresistible depth 
of flavor. For those who enjoy a 
bit of spice, the Guntur Button 
Idly is a must-try. These idlis 
are infused with the bold, spicy 
flavors of Guntur chili, creat-
ing a tantalizing taste experi-
ence that packs a punch. The 
Davangere Benne Khali Dose 
is another gem on the menu, 

showcasing a crispy dosa made 
with rich, buttery goodness, 
reminiscent of Davangere’s 
famous street food.

Adding to its appeal, SEI-
VAM creates an inviting 
ambiance that complements its 
culinary offerings. The warm, 
traditional decor and atten-
tive service enhance the din-
ing experience, making every 
visit special. Whether you’re 
a local resident or just passing 
through, SEIVAM promises an 
authentic taste of Karnataka’s 
culinary heritage in Raipur. 
Dive into a dining experience 
that’s as vibrant and diverse 
as Karnataka itself, and let SEI-
VAM transport your taste buds 
to the heart of South India.

Momos have always been a street 
food favorite, but a new recipe is 
taking social media by storm. Meet 
the ‘Double Momos’ a viral sensa-
tion with over 20 million Instagram 
views! Created by Mampi Debdas 
(@mampi_debdas), this inventive 
recipe features two momos fused 
together, each with a distinct color 
and filling. One momo is green, 
made from coriander dough, while 
the other is classic white. The fill-
ings are equally exciting: soya in 
one and a crisp cabbage-carrot mix 
in the other. This creative twist on 
a beloved dish is truly doubling the 
flavor and fun. Watch the viral rec-
ipe and try making these unique 
momos at home!

Green almonds: 
A fresh take on a 

classic nut
Green almonds, often 

overlooked in favor of their 
mature counterparts, offer 
a unique taste and impres-
sive health benefits. These 
unripe almonds are soft and 
tender, with a mildly sweet 
flavor and a slight tartness. 
Rich in vitamins, minerals, 
and antioxidants, green 
almonds support heart 
health, aid digestion, and 
boost overall wellness. They 
are a fantastic source of 
vitamin E, which helps pro-
tect cells from damage and 
supports skin health. Enjoy 
them raw for a refreshing 
snack, or incorporate them 
into salads and dishes for 
added texture and flavor.

GOOD DINING |  

This ‘Double Momos’ recipe  
is breaking the internet! 

FineDine 

|  COCKTAIL INNOVATOR EXTRAORDINAIRE | 

Pankaj Balachandran leading India’s cocktail revolution 
Central Chronicle News

Pankaj Balachandran 
leading India’s cocktail 
revolution 

Pankaj Balachandran, the 
visionary behind Countertop 
India and brand director of 
Short Story Spirits, is rede-
fining India’s cocktail scene 
with his innovative approach. 
Renowned for his diverse roles 
as a sommelier, restaurateur, 
and consultant, Pankaj blends 
tradition with creativity to 
elevate the drinking experi-
ence. His recent collaboration 
with Marriott Bonvoy’s Savor 
Series at Koishii, The St. Regis 
Mumbai, showcased his flair 
for blending cultures. Pankaj’s 
inventive cocktails included 
a Miso Old Fashioned and 
Midnight Brekkie—a cocktail 

inspired by a peanut butter 
jelly sandwich, illustrating his 
ability to merge culinary and 
cocktail artistry. In an exclu-
sive interview, Pankaj high-
lighted a significant shift in 
drinking trends from quantity 
to quality. Today’s consum-
ers are more interested in the 
craftsmanship, ingredients, 
and stories behind their cock-
tails. This evolving trend is 
evident in his work, where he 
transforms popular dishes into 
innovative cocktails, offering 
interactive tasting experiences 
that captivate and engage.

With over 15 years in the 
industry, Pankaj has pro-
foundly impacted India’s bar 
community. His consulting 
work includes prestigious 
projects like Bombay Canteen 
and revamping Taj beverage 
programs, bridging the gap 

Pankaj discusses the move towards 
mindful consumption and his inventive 
cocktail inventions.

between Indian and global 
drinking cultures. Sustainabil-
ity is a key focus for Pankaj, 
though he admits achieving 
complete eco-friendliness in 
bars is challenging. 

Unlimited Panipuri for 
just 49 in Raipur! 

Panipuri lovers in Raipur, 
rejoice! At Lallantop 
Chaatwala, you can enjoy 
unlimited panipuri for just 
49, making it the ultimate 
destination for street food enthusiasts. This 
fantastic offer lets you savor as many crispy, tangy 
delights as you can handle. But the excitement 
doesn’t stop there—Lallantop Chaatwala also 
serves an array of other chaat favorites like 
bhelpuri, papdi chaat, and pav bhaji, all priced 
under 80. Perfect for a casual outing or a vibrant 
food adventure, this spot promises a deliciously 
affordable feast. Head over to Lallantop Chaatwala 
for a taste of chaat perfection!

Color-Changing Margaritas

Ingredients 
1 1/2 oz tequila, 1 oz lime juice, 
1 oz simple syrup, 1/2 oz blue 
curaçao, 1/2 oz butterfly pea 
flower tea (chilled), Ice cubes, 
Lime wedges (for garnish), Salt 
(for rimming the glass)
How to make it 
Rim a glass with salt and fill it with ice cubes. 
In a shaker, combine tequila, lime juice, and 
simple syrup. Shake well and strain into the 
prepared glass. Slowly pour the butterfly pea 
flower tea over the back of a spoon to float it on 
top of the margarita. The tea will mix with the 
other ingredients, creating a mesmerizing color 
change. Garnish with lime wedges and serve 
immediately. Enjoy the visual and flavorful 
delight of Color-Changing Margaritas!

Smoothie Jellies with 
Ice Cream

Ingredients 
1 cup mixed fruit juice 
(such as mango, berry, 
or pineapple), 1 tablespoon gelatin powder, 1 
tablespoon honey or agave syrup, 1/2 cup fresh fruit 
chunks (e.g., berries, mango), Ice cubes, Vanilla ice 
cream (for serving), Fresh mint leaves (for garnish)
How to make it 
In a saucepan, heat the fruit juice until warm but 
not boiling. Stir in the gelatin powder until fully 
dissolved, then add honey or agave syrup and 
mix well. Pour the mixture into silicone molds 
or a shallow dish and refrigerate until set, about 
2-3 hours. Once the jellies are firm, unmold and 
cut into bite-sized pieces. Serve the smoothie 
jellies over a scoop of vanilla ice cream.

Nongshim shrimp hot & 
spicy crackers 

Dive into a bold snacking 
experience with Nongshim 
Shrimp Flavored Hot & 
Spicy Crackers. These 
uniquely flavored chips 
offer a perfect balance of 
spicy kick and savory shrimp essence, making 
them a standout choice for those who crave 
intense flavor. Each bite delivers a crispy 
texture and a mouthwatering combination of 
heat and seafood that will keep you reaching 
for more. Ideal for satisfying snack cravings 
or adding a zesty twist to your snack time, 
Nongshim’s crackers are both irresistible and 
packed with flavor. 

A must-try 
30-year-old 
Kachori for just 15 

For an authentic and 
affordable treat in 
Raipur, head to Suresh 
Bhai Kachori Wale. Their 30-year-old recipe 
delivers kachoris that are incredibly crispy and 
flavorful, making it hard to stop at just one. Priced 
at just 15 each, these kachoris are a perfect snack 
or light meal that will have you coming back for 
more. But the experience doesn’t end there—Suresh 
Bhai Kachori Wale also offers a tempting range of 
chaat options, including gupchup, panipuri, and 
bhel, all at budget-friendly prices. It’s a delightful 
destination where tradition meets taste, promising 
a satisfying feast for every palate.

Pineapple and 
Passionfruit Soda

Ingredients 
1/2 cup pineapple 
juice, 1/2 cup 
passionfruit juice, 1 
tablespoon lime juice, 
1/2 cup soda water, 
Ice cubes, Pineapple 
slices (for garnish), 
Passionfruit seeds 
(for garnish), Fresh mint leaves (for garnish)
How to make it 
In a glass, combine pineapple juice, 
passionfruit juice, and lime juice. Stir well until 
mixed. Fill the glass with ice cubes and top 
with soda water. Garnish with pineapple slices, 
passionfruit seeds, and fresh mint leaves. 
Serve immediately and enjoy your refreshing 
Pineapple and Passionfruit Soda!



Press Trust Of India

SAINT-DENIS: Quincy 
Hall delivered a sen-
sational comeback to 
win gold in the Olym-
pic 400-meter final, 
clocking 43.40 seconds. 
Hall’s late surge allowed 
him to overtake three 
runners in the last 
stretch, narrowly beat-
ing Britain’s Matthew 
Hudson-Smith by 0.04 

seconds. Hall, a 26-year-
old former South Caro-
lina star, celebrated by 

making snow angels on 
the track, highlighting 
the U.S.A.’s thrilling pat-
tern of come-from-be-
hind victories.

Hall’s victory follows 
American Cole Hock-
er’s surprising win in 
the 1500 meters and 
Noah Lyles’ dramatic 
100-meter finish. Hall’s 
determination and per-
severance, despite trail-
ing with 100 meters 

to go, were pivotal in 
his triumph. He is the 
first American since 
LaShawn Merritt in 2008 
to win the 400 meters, 
joining the ranks of 
Michael Johnson and 
Jeremy Wariner. Hall’s 
victory underscored a 
remarkable Olympic 
performance for the U.S. 
team and cemented his 
status as a rising star in 
track and field.

Press Trust Of India

COLOMBO: India’s cap-
tain, Rohit Sharma, 
hinted at potential 
changes in team selection 
for spin-friendly condi-
tions after their first ODI 
series loss to Sri Lanka 
in 27 years. Sri Lanka’s 
spinners outclassed the 
Indian batters on slow, 
turning pitches, lead-
ing to a 2-0 series win, 
capped by a 110-run 
defeat for India in the 
final game. Rohit stressed 
the need for a “horses-
for-courses” approach, 
implying that India might 
select different personnel 
tailored for specific con-
ditions in the future. He 
acknowledged the team’s 
effort but pointed out the 
necessity of having clear 
strategies and maintain-
ing momentum on chal-
lenging pitches. “I don’t 
see a lack of effort in 
how we want to try and 
play different shots. Play-
ers attempted reverse 
sweeps and paddles, but 
these aren’t their natural 
shots,” Rohit stated post-
match. He emphasized 
the importance of indi-
vidual plans and consis-
tent bravery, especially 
on tricky pitches. “Every-
one needs to understand 
their plan and execute 
it. If the pitch suits your 
plan, go for it. If not, 
adapt and find alterna-
tives,” he added.

Rohit praised Sri 

Lanka’s consistent 
sweeping strategy, con-
trasting it with India’s 
struggle to adapt. “They 
were very consistent 
with their sweeps, target-
ing deep square leg and 
mid-wicket. We failed to 
replicate that as a batting 
unit,” he noted.

Despite growing up 
on slow pitches, Rohit 
felt Indian batters lacked 

self-belief. “We’ve 
all played on turning 
pitches, but it’s about 
having a plan and believ-
ing in it,” he said, urging 
his team to stay calm 
and confident. Reflect-
ing on his own perfor-
mance, Rohit explained 
his aggressive approach 
during power plays. “I 
aimed to maximize runs 
in the power play to ben-

efit the team. My plan 
is straightforward: be 
aggressive at the top and 
maintain momentum,” 
he said. Rohit concluded 
by emphasizing the need 
to support his players 
and avoid overanalyzing 
the defeat. “It’s impor-
tant to stay calm and 
provide confidence. This 
is what is required,” he 
asserted.

India to revamp team for 
spin conditions: Rohit

You didn’t 
lose but yet 
you’ve been 
defeated: 
Bajrang 

NEW DELHI: India woke 
up to another shock on 
Thursday after a heart-
broken Vinesh Phogat 
announced her retire-
ment from wrestling, 
prompting an outpour-
ing of support from the 
sporting community. The 
29-year-old, who was dis-
qualified for being 100gm 
overweight ahead of her 
50kg category gold medal 
bout in the Olympics.  
India’s Tokyo Olympics 
bronze medal winner 
Bajrang Punia led the 
tributes for Vinesh, say-
ing she did not lose yet 
she has been defeated. 
“Vinesh, you did not lose 
but yet you have been 
defeated. For us, you will 
always be a winner and 
along with being India’s 
daughter you are India’s 
pride as well,” he said in 
a post in Hindi.

| DRAMATIC OLYMPIC VICTORY |

Quincy Hall’s stunning comeback wins gold
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Viktor Axelsen praised 
Lakshya Sen’s impres-
sive Olympic perfor-
mance, believing he 
deserved a medal.

NEW DELHI: Young Indian 
shuttler Lakshya Sen def-
initely deserved a medal 
for his “fantastic perfor-
mances” at the Olym-
pics, reckons two-time 
world champion Viktor 
Axelsen, who defended 
his gold medal at the 
Paris Games.

The 22-year-old Sen 
became the first Indian 
men’s badminton player 
to qualify for the semifi-
nals at the Olympics this 
year but lost in the final 
four clash to the Danish 
superstar.

Sen had to deal with 

further disappoint-
ment as he lost to 
Malaysia’s Lee Zii Jia 
in the bronze medal 
playoff to eventually 
finish fourth in the 
competition.

While replying to 
Sen’s post on ‘X’ in 
which the Indian had 
expressed his gratitude 
for the support that he 
received from his fans, 
Axelsen wrote, “Keep 

going brother. You can 
be really proud of your-
self. Wish all semifinal-
ists could get a medal as 
you definitely deserve 
one.” (sic)

“Congrats to you all on 
a fantastic performance 
at the Games,” he added.

Having defeated Sen 
22-20 21-14 in their semi-
final match, Axelsen had 
predicted a gold medal 
for the Indian player in 
the next iteration of the 
summer Games.

|  A X E L S E N  P R A I S E S  S E N  |

FACTFILE

z Lakshya Sen reached 
the semifinals but 
finished fourth at Paris 
Olympics.

zAxelsen predicts Sen 
as a favorite for gold in 
future Games.
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The Day’s
NUMBERS

TOP 5 COUNTRIES IN OLYMPIC  
SWIMMING MEDALS

Source: Olympic.org

556

197

92

73

53

United States

Australia

East Germany

Hungary

China

HIGHLIGHT

z Rohit Sharma 
emphasizes need 
for clear strategies 
and brave play on 
challenging pitches.

zSri Lankan spinners 
dominate as Indian 
batters struggle to 
adapt to slow, turning 
tracks.

“Vinesh you were not the one 
who lost. It’s the defeat of every 

daughter of our country for 
whom you fought.” 

Sakshi Malik 
Indian female wrestler
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PARIS: India’s Avinash Sable failed 
to keep pace with the best in the 
business as he finished 11th in the 
Paris Olympics men’s 3000m stee-
plechase final race here on Wednes-
day. The 29-year-old Sable clocked 8 
minutes 14.18 seconds while cross-
ing the finish line after running in 
the lead briefly in the dramatic race. 
Sable had recently broken his own 
national record with a time of 8: 
09.91 seconds at the Paris Diamond 
League. He has been training abroad 
for a long time in preparation for 
the Paris Games on funding from 
the government. Soufiane El Bak-
kali of Morocco defended his title, 
clocking his season’s best of 8:06.05 
while Kenneth Rooks (8:06.41) of 
USA and Abraham Kibiwot (8:06.47) 
of Kenya took silver and bronze 
respectively. World record holder 
Lamecha Girma of Ethiopia did not 
finish the race as he fell on the track 
towards the end.

DUBAI: Sri Lankan spinner Praveen 
Jayawickrama has been charged with 
three counts of breaching the ICC 
anti-corruption code, including fail-
ure to report match-fixing approach 
without delay and disruption of evi-
dence. The 25-year-old left-arm spin-
ner Jayawickrama allegedly failed to 
report to the ICC’s Anti-Corruption 
Unit approaches made to him to fix 
international matches as well as Lanka 
Premier League games in 2021. The 
ICC said on its website on Thursday, 
“Reportedly, the Sri Lanka bowler 
was found to have deleted messages 
related to the approach for conduct-
ing corrupt practices.”

PARIS GAMES CRICKET

Avinash Sable finishes 
11th in men’s 3000m 
steeplechase final

Praveen Jayawickrama 
charged for breaching 
ICC anti-corruption code

PARIS: Oleksandr Khyzhniak was one 
minute away from winning an Olympic 
gold medal three years ago when he 
was rocked by one miraculous punch. 
Khyzhniak went down, the fight was 
stopped and the most fearsome boxer 
in Tokyo had to settle for silver.

The middleweight from Ukraine 
decided he would wait three years to 
make it right. Khyzhniak got his epic 
redemption Wednesday night at the 
Paris Games with a gold medal finally 
around his neck — but only after he 
paid for it in time, sweat and pain.

Khyzhniak beat Nurbek Oralbay 
of Kazakhstan 3:2 in a thrilling final 
at Roland Garros, securing the cham-

pionship that evaded him in heart-
breaking fashion in Tokyo. The fight-
ers unloaded on each other for three 
action-packed rounds, but Khyzhniak 
clinched the win by dominating a final 
three minutes filled with a jaw-drop-
ping number of uppercuts, combina-
tions and power punches for an Olym-
pic fight.

When Khyzhniak’s hand was raised, 
the 29-year-old dropped to his knees 
in cathartic relief. Even though he 
is an obvious blue-chip professional 
prospect, Khyzhniak put any other 
chapters of his life on hold because 
he was determined to do what he 
couldn’t in Tokyo. PTI

Epic Redemption Achieved
Oleksandr Khyzhniak punches his way to a 
Paris gold after a last-minute loss in Tokyo

NEW YORK: Rafael Nadal pulled out of 
the US Open on Wednesday, making 
it the third Grand Slam tournament 
he’s missed this season and raising 
more questions about his future in 
tennis at age 38. Nadal’s announce-
ment on social media was not much 
of a surprise. Yes, he was on the offi-
cial entry list released last month for 
New York, but that was more of a 
formality than anything and did not 
preclude the 22-time major cham-
pion from withdrawing at any point 
before competition begins Aug. 26. 
Plus, Nadal telegraphed this news a 
week ago after his participation in the 
2024 Olympics for Spain ended with 
a quarterfinal loss in doubles along-
side Carlos Alcaraz. That followed a 
second-round loss in singles to rival 
Novak Djokovic, who left Paris with 
the men’s gold medal. PTI

TENNIS

Rafael Nadal withdraws 
from US Open, raises 
retirement speculations

OLYMPIC GAMES

Every Indian elated by her 
Olympic feat: Rajnath after 
meeting Manu Bhaker

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Thursday showered praise 
on star pistol shooter Manu Bhaker 
as he met the double Olympic 
bronze medallist after her trium-
phant return from the Paris Games. 
Singh said every Indian is elated by 
her “incredible performances”. He 
also shared a photograph of their 
meeting in a post on X. “Delighted 
to meet India’s ace shooter, Manu 
Bhaker, who scripted history at the 
Paris Olympics by wining two Bronze 
medals for the country. PTI

 

“I just wanted to keep 
doing what my coach 

told me to do, just 
keep driving and keep 
driving and get home.”

Quincy Hall 
US Runner

Axelsen praises Lakshya 
Sen’s Olympic performance 

India to revamp team selection for spin-friendly tracks following first ODI series defeat 
to Sri Lanka in 27 years, says  captain Rohit Sharma for future matches

Rohit Sharma emphasizing the need for strategic changes on spin-friendly tracks. |  Photo: PTI

Viktor Axelsen  and Lakshya Sen.  |  Photo: PTI
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HIGHLIGHT

z Captain Harmanpreet 
Singh scored twice, 
turning the game in 
India’s favor with his 
brace

HIGHLIGHT

z Aman defeated 
former world champion 
Zelimkhan Abakarov 
with a commanding 
12-0 technical 
superiority victory.

zHe showcased agility 
and skill, setting up a 
semifinal clash with 
Japanese top seed Rei 
Higuchi.

HIGHLIGHT

z Mirabai lifted a total 
of 199kg. A failed 
114kg attempt cost 
her a potential bronze 
medal.

Press Trust Of India

Indian weightlifter 
Mirabai Chanu nar-
rowly missed a sec-
ond Olympic medal, 
finishing fourth in the 
women’s 49kg event.

PARIS:  Indian weightlifter 
Mirabai Chanu came tan-
talisingly close to clinch-
ing a second Olympic 
medal but a faltered lift in 
her final attempt cruelly 
snatched the dream from 
her grasp, leaving her with 
a fourth place finish in the 
women’s 49kg event here 
on Wednesday. Mirabai, 
who turns 30 on Thurs-
day, lifted a total of 199kg 
(88kg+111kg) at the South 
Paris Arena. It was 3kgs 
less than what she heaved 
at the Tokyo Olympics (202 
kg) for a silver medal.

Mirabai could manage 

only three lifts out of six 
attempts. She had only one 
successful lift in the clean 
and jerk section.

The former world 
champion had done well 
to keep herself in medal 
contention after the snatch 
event but her failure to 
lift 114kg in her final clean 
and jerk attempt cost her 
dearly. Had she succeeded 
she would have bagged the 
bronze medal.

“I am happy with the 
performance because 
I managed this despite 
having very little time for 
recovery,” Mirabai told 
reporters.

|  O L Y M P I C  W E I G H T L I F T I N G  |

Mirabai Chanu’s bid for 2nd 
Olympic medal falls short

Wrestler Aman Sehrawat 
enters Olympics semifinals
Press Trust Of India

Aman Sehrawat 
shines, advancing 
to the 57kg freestyle 
semifinal at the 
Paris Olympics with 
dominant wins.

PARIS:  Young Indian 
grappler Aman Sehrawat 
rekindled India’s hopes 
of a wrestling medal, 
demolishing former 
world champion Zelimk-
han Abakarov of Albania 
by technical superiority 
to secure a place in the 
57kg freestyle semifinal 
at the Paris Olympics on 
Thursday.

Aman, 21, showcased 
exceptional skill and agil-
ity, earning a 12-0 victory 
by repeatedly turning 
Abakarov over in the sec-
ond round. Earlier, he 
dominated North Mace-
donian Vladimir Egorov, 

winning 10-0 on technical 
superiority.

Aman will now face 
Japanese top seed Rei 
Higuchi in the semifinals. 
His impressive perfor-
mance, characterized 
by effective leg holds 
and relentless attacks, 
highlights his potential 
for Olympic success. 
Aman’s victories have 
reignited India’s wres-
tling medal hopes at the  
Paris Olympics.

Yarraji misses 
semifinals 
qualification
PARIS:  National record 
holder Jyothi Yarraji failed 
to make the semifinals 
of women’s 100m hur-
dle after finishing fourth 
in her repechage heat at 
the Paris Olympics here 
on Thursday.

The first Indian to 
compete in the 100m 
hurdles in the Olympics, 
the debutant produced 
another below-par show 
as she clocked 13.17s in 
her repechage heat to 
finish 16th overall out of 
40 total runners.

It was well below the 
24-year-old’s national 
record of 12.78s and even 
worse than the 13.16s she 
clocked in her heats on 
Wednesday.

The top two in 
each repechage heat 
advanced to the  
semifinals.

South Africa’s Mari-
oune Fourie (12.79s) and 
Dutch athlete Maayke Tjin-
A-Lim (12.87s) advanced to 
the semifinals from Heat 1.

Press Trust Of India

PARIS:  India’s first indi-
vidual Olympic gold med-
allist shooter Abhinav 
Bindra on Thursday paid 
glowing tributes to wres-
tler Vinesh Phogat, saying 
her fight resonated with 
him and she embodies the 
“true spirit of a warrior”.

The 29-year-old, who 
had become the first 
Indian woman wrestler 
to reach an Olympic 
final, was left heart-
broken after she was 
disqualified from the 

50kg gold-medal bout 
for being 100gm over-
weight, prompting her 
to announce a shock 
retirement.

“It is said that sport is 
a celebration of human 
will. I have known that 
to be true many times in 
my career but never has 
it resonated more than 
today. As I look around 
me, I see a nation and its 
people celebrate your 
unyielding resolve,” 
Bindra posted on ‘X’ 
along with with a couple 
of pictures of meeting 

her. “You are a fighter 
– on and off the mat. 
Through you, we are 
learning what it means 
to never lose the fight in 
us, even as a loss weighs 
heavily. You embody the 
true spirit of a warrior.”

A three-time Olym-
pian Vinesh, who has 
won gold medals in both 
the Asian and Common-
wealth Games, took des-
perate measures to keep 
her weight within 50kg, 
which included going 
hungry, avoiding fluids 
and staying up all night 

to sweat it out.
However, it was not 

to be as she still fell 
short of the mark and 
eventually ended up 
so dehydrated that she 
had to be put on IV flu-
ids at a polyclinic in the 
Games Village.

“Not all victories 
look alike. Some end 
up as a glittering souve-
nir in a cabinet but the 
ones that matter more 
find their way into the 
stories we tell our chil-
dren,” Bindra continued 
in his post.

| VINESH PHOGAT’S VALOR | 

You embody the true spirit of a warrior: Bindra on Vinesh

| WRESTLING |

Broken Vinesh Phogat 
announces retirement
Press Trust Of India

PARIS: Her long-cherished 
Olympic dream shattered 
by a cruel twist of fate, a 
crestfallen Vinesh Phogat 
bid adieu to her interna-
tional wrestling career on 
Thursday, saying that she 
doesn’t have the strength 
to continue anymore.

The 29-year-old, who 
was disqualified for being 
100gm overweight ahead 
of her 50kg category 
gold medal bout in the 
Olympics on Wednesday, 
announced her decision 

on social media, seeking 
forgiveness from every-
one who supported her.

Addressing her mother 
Premlata, Vinesh, a three-
time Olympian, wrote, 
“Ma, wrestling has won, 
I have lost. Please forgive 
me, your dreams and 
my courage, everything 
is broken.” “I don’t have 
any more strength now. 
Goodbye wrestling 2001-
2024. I shall be indebted 
to you all. Forgive (me),” 
added the two-time 
world championships  
bronze-medallist.

Press Trust Of India

India came back 
from a 2-3 semifi-
nal defeat to dom-
inate possession 
against Spain.

PARIS: In a historic 
achievement, the Indian 
men’s hockey team 
clinched a bronze medal 
at the Olympic Games, 
marking their second 
successive bronze medal 
win after 52 years. The 
thrilling 2-1 comeback 
victory over Spain not 
only secured the medal 
but also provided a fitting 
farewell to veteran goal-
keeper PR Sreejesh on 
Thursday.

The match was a 
nail-biting affair, espe-
cially in the final min-
utes, as India faced two 
short corners within the 
last minute. However, 
the defense stood firm 
under immense pres-
sure, ensuring the team’s 
victory. This bronze 
medal adds to India’s 
previous success in the 
Tokyo Games, where 
they ended a 41-year 
medal drought.

The last time India 
won back-to-back Olym-
pic medals was in the 
1968 (bronze) and 1972 
(bronze) editions. The 
bronze in Paris was a 
much-needed triumph 
for the Indian contin-
gent, which had faced six 
fourth-place finishes and 
the heartbreaking dis-
qualification of wrestler 
Vinesh Phogat.

Spain initially took the 
lead in the 18th minute 
with skipper Marc 
Miralles converting a 
penalty stroke. However, 
India captain Harman-
preet Singh turned the 
tide with two goals in the 

30th and 33rd minutes, 
securing a brace and 
stealing the limelight.

Despite their 
heart-wrenching 2-3 
defeat against Germany 
in the semifinal, India 
came out determined 

to dominate possession 
from the start. In the first 
quarter, they were offen-
sive, regularly penetrat-
ing Spain’s defense and 
creating scoring chances. 
Vice-captain Hardik 
Singh orchestrated a fine 

move from the right, 
passing to Sukhjeet 
Singh, whose shot nar-
rowly missed the Spanish 
goal.

Spain increased their 
intensity in the second 
quarter, pressing hard 

on the Indian goal. They 
took the lead through 
Miralles’ penalty stroke 
after Manpreet Singh’s 
unnecessary foul inside 
the D. Despite back-to-
back penalty corners 
in the 20th minute and 

another in the 28th, 
India’s defense held 
strong.

Trailing, India pressed 
hard on Spain’s defense, 
securing their first pen-
alty corner in the 29th 
minute but failing to 
convert. Just 21 seconds 
from halftime, Manpreet 
compensated for his ear-
lier mistake by earning 
another penalty corner, 
which Harmanpreet 
successfully converted, 
equalizing the score.

In the 35th minute, 
India earned another 
penalty corner, but Har-
manpreet’s fierce stroke 
was blocked by Spanish 
goalkeeper Luis Cal-
zado. Mandeep Singh’s 
run resulted in another 
short corner, but Span-
ish defender Jordi Bonas-
tre’s knee blocked the 
attempt. Sreejesh’s save 
maintained India’s 2-1 
lead until the end of the 
third quarter.

In the fourth quar-
ter, Hardik Singh had to 
leave the field due to a 
hand injury after a colli-
sion. India made another 
short corner save, with 
Manpreet accidentally 
landing the ball on Har-
dik’s foot. Spain’s Marc 
Recasens missed the 
opportunity, much to 
India’s relief.With three 
minutes left, Spain 
removed their goal-
keeper in a desperate bid 
to equalize, but India’s 
defense held firm. The 
final hooter confirmed 
India’s 2-1 victory and a 
historic bronze medal, 
giving PR Sreejesh the 
perfect farewell.

India clinches historic hockey bronze again
The Indian men’s hockey team secured a historic bronze medal at the Paris Olympics, their second successive Olympic bronze 

after 52 years, with a thrilling 2-1 comeback win over Spain, providing a perfect farewell for veteran goalkeeper PR Sreejesh.

Indian players celebrate after winning the men’s hockey bronze medal match against Spain.
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LONDON: British anti-ra-
cism campaigners filled 
the streets of towns and 
cities across the country 
and police put on a mas-
sive show of force, largely 
stifling a threatened wave 
of far-right demonstra-
tions.

Carrying signs saying 
“Refugees Welcome” and 
chanting “Who’s streets? 

Our streets,” people 
turned out in force on 

Wednesday to protect asy-
lum service centres and 

the offices of immigration 
attorneys that had been 
listed as potential targets 
for hard-right attacks.

The government also 
declared a national critical 
incident, putting 6,000 
specially trained police on 
standby to respond to any 
disorder. Police said that 
protests and counter-pro-
tests were largely peace-
ful, though a small num-
ber of arrests were made.

“The show of force 
from the police and, 
frankly, the show of 
unity from communities 
together defeated the 
challenges that we faced,” 
Commissioner Mark Row-
ley, the head of London’s 
Metropolitan Police Ser-
vice, said Thursday. “It 
went off very peacefully 
last night, and the fears 
of extreme right disorder 
were abated.”
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World
We  promise to deliver 
a government which 
assures safety to the 
citizens and urge to 

assist in rebuilding the 
Bangladesh.” 

 Muhammad Yunus    
Head of the interim govt.    
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NAIROBI: Police hurled tear gas 
at protesters calling for the pres-
ident’s resignation in the Kenyan 
capital on Thursday as a new Cab-
inet was sworn in.

The protests in Nairobi were 
organised by activists upset with 
President William Ruto even after 
he dismissed almost all of his min-
isters and added opposition mem-
bers to what he called a “broad-
based” government.

Businesses in the city were 
closed and public transport vehi-
cles remained out of the central 
business district where they nor-

mally operate.
Police also mounted roadblocks 

on roads leading to the city. The 
president’s office, where the new 
ministers were sworn in on Thurs-
day morning, also remained cor-
doned off.

Major towns and cities includ-
ing the lakeside city of Kisumu -- 
an opposition stronghold that has 
previously witnessed protests -- 
remained calm with some residents 
telling journalists they were not 
protesting because the opposition 
figures had been incorporated into 
the new Cabinet. PTI

PRESIDENT’S RESIGNATION DEMANDED 
Police hurl tear gas at protesters in Kenya  

as Cabinet ministers are sworn in

VIENNA: Pricey tickets for three sold-out 
Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna. Hundreds 
of euros, if not more, dropped on flights 
and hotels in one of Europe’s most expen-
sive capital cities. Tens of thousands of 
Swifties, bedecked in homemade friend-
ship bracelets, devastated by the cancel-
lations of three sold-out Eras Tour shows 
in Austria after authorities foiled an appar-
ent attack plot. Austrian security officials 
said two young men wanted to commit an 
attack outside the stadium, killing as many 
people as possible using knives or self-
made explosives. PTI

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s jailed former 
prime minister Imran Khan on Thurs-
day warned that the incumbent govern-
ment led by Shehbaz Sharif would not 
last for more than two months. Talking 
to journalists in Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail 
while appearing for hearing in a case of 
alleged corruption, Khan said he had 
enough time but the government was 
running out of steam. “I am predicting 
this from prison that this government 
has only two months,” he said. The 
former premier also announced that 
his party Pakistan Tehreek-e Insaaf 
(PTI) would not accept an election 
if held under the supervision of the 
incumbent government. The Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) gov-
ernment came to power after elections 
held on Feb 8 but Khan and his PTI 
party refused to accept the results and 
termed the government as fake. PTI

WARNING

Pak’s incumbent govt won’t 
last for over two months, 
says Imran Khan

CONCERT
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NEW YORK: Roughly three 
in every four American 
adults believe the upcom-
ing presidential election 
is vital to the future of 
US democracy, although 
which candidate they 
think poses the greater 
threat depends on their 
political leanings, accord-
ing to a poll.

The survey from The 
Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research finds that most 

Democrats, Republicans 
and independents see the 
election as “very impor-
tant” or “extremely impor-
tant” to democracy, while 
Democrats have a higher 
level of intensity about the 
issue. More than half of 
Democrats say the Novem-
ber election is “extremely 
important” to the future of 
US democracy, compared 
to about 4 in 10 indepen-
dents and Republicans. 
Democrat Pamela Han-
son, 67, of Amery, Wis-
consin, said she has grave 

concerns for the future of 
democracy in the coun-
try if Republican presi-
dential nominee Donald 
Trump gets elected. “His 
statements tend towards 

him being a king or a dic-
tator, a person in charge 
by himself,” Hanson 
said. “I mean, the man is 
unhinged in my opinion.”

But Republican Ernie 
Wagner from Liberty, New 
York, said it’s President 
Joe Biden’s administration 
-- of which Vice President 
Kamala Harris, the Demo-
cratic nominee, is a part -- 
that has abused the power 
of the executive branch.

“Biden has tried to erase 
the student loans, and he’s 
been told by the courts 

that it’s unconstitutional to 
do that,” said Wagner, 85. 
“He’s weaponised the FBI 
to get at his political oppo-
nents.”

The poll findings sug-
gest that many Democrats 
continue to view Trump 
as a threat to democracy 
after he tried to overturn 
the results of the 2020 elec-
tion, embraced the rioters 
who attacked the US Capi-
tol on January 6, 2021, and 
threatened to seek retribu-
tion against his opponents 
if he wins reelection.

Next election is vital to the 
future of US democracy 

The survey from The AP agency-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research finds that most 
Democrats and  Republicans see the election as “very important” to democracy.

HIGHLIGHT

z Most of the 
Democrats say the next 
election is “extremely 
important” to the 
future of democracy, 
compared to about 4 in 
10 independents and 
Republicans
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British Police faces anti-racism campaigners
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The Earthquake most 
strongly shook Nichi-
nan city and nearby 
areas in Miyazaki 
prefecture on Kyushu 
island. 

TOKYO: A powerful earth-
quake struck off Japan’s 
southern coast on Thurs-
day, triggering a tsunami 
advisory that urged resi-
dents to stay away from 
the coastline. Three peo-
ple were injured but there 
were no reports of serious 
damage.

The Japan Meteorologi-
cal Agency said the quake 
registered magnitude 7.1 
and was centred in waters 
off the eastern coast of 
Japan’s southern main 
island of Kyushu at a depth 
of about 30 kilometres 
(18.6 miles).

The quake most 
strongly shook Nichinan 
city and nearby areas in 
Miyazaki prefecture on 

Kyushu island. The agency 
said tsunami waves of up 
to 50 centimetres (1.6 feet) 
were detected along parts 
of Kyushu’s southern coast 
and the nearby island of 
Shikoku about a half hour 
after the quake struck. 
The tsunami advisory was 
lifted from most coastlines 
except those along the 
Miyazaki prefecture.

Seismologists at the 
agency held an emergency 
meeting to analyse whether 

the quake had affected the 
nearby Nankai Trough, the 
source of past devastating 
earthquakes. They later 
issued an assessment that 
the potential for a future 
quake in the area from 
Kyushu to central Japan 
is higher than previously 
predicted. The agency said 
it will continue to closely 
watch movements of plates 
near the Nankai Trough.

That does not mean 
there’s an imminent dan-
ger of a big quake in the 
near future, but they 
urged residents on the 
coasts along the trough 
-- which spans about 500 
kilometres (310 miles) 
-- to review their quake 
preparedness, University 
of Tokyo seismologist 
Naoshi Hirata, a member 
of an expert panel, told 
a joint news conference 
with JMA officials.

|  E A R T H Q U A K E  H I T S  J A P A N  |

A powerful earthquake struck Japan’s southern coast.  |  Photo: PTI

FASTFACTS

z The agency said 
tsunami waves of up to 
50 centimetres (1.6 feet) 
were detected along parts 
of Kyushu’s southern coast 
and the nearby island of 
Shikoku.

DHAKA: Policemen in 
Bangladesh were slowly 
returning to work from 
Thursday in response to 
the call by the newly-ap-
pointed chief, the official 
media reported, amidst 
the political turmoil and 
street violence in the coun-
try. Following the fall of 
the Sheikh Hasina govern-
ment on Monday due to 
student-led protests, sev-
eral police stations were 
attacked and set on fire, 
leading to many officers 
evacuating their stations 
due to the threat of more 
attacks. More than 400 
people, including police 
personnel, were killed in 
the violence centring the 
students’ movement.

On Wednesday, the 
newly-appointed Inspec-
tor General of Police, Md 
Mainul Islam, ordered 
officers to join their 
respective units within 
the next 24 hours.

KATHMANDU: The govern-
ment of Nepal appointed 
Lieutenant General 
Ashokraj Sigdel as the 
Acting Chief of Army 
Staff of the Nepal Army 
with effect from Friday, 
an official statement said 
on Thursday. CoAS Prab-
huram Sharma, who is 
going on a leave before 
retiring on September 9.

Policemen in 
B’desh slowly 
returning to 
working places

Lt. Gen. Sigdel 
is Nepal’s new 
Army chief

Powerful earthquake strikes  
Japan; tsunami advisory issued

HUGER (US): Tropical 
Storm Debby has made a 
second landfall in South 
Carolina on its way up 
the East Coast, where 
residents as far north as 
Vermont could get sev-
eral inches of rain this 
weekend. The National 
Hurricane Center says 

Debby came ashore early 
Thursday near Bulls 
Bay, South Carolina. The 
storm is expected to keep 
moving inland, spreading 
heavy rain and possible 
flooding all the way up 
through the mid-Atlantic 
and the Northeast by the 
weekend. PTI

STORM

Tropical Storm Debby makes  
2nd landfall in South Carolina, 
heavy rain expected 

The Day’s
NUMBERS

COUNTRIES HAVING MAXIMUM URANIUM  
RESERVES  IN THE WORLD 
 (FIGURES IN TONNES)  

Australia is quite 
surprisingly tops 
the list with max-
imum quantity of 
Uranium  reserve 
. Namibia is also 
a big surprise in 

the list. 
Source: Statista
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Taylor Swift fans are 
devastated by cancelled 
Eras Tour shows in Austria

Nobel laureate Md. Yunus speaks to the media in Dhaka on Thursday, as he is likely to lead the Interim Govt.   |  Photo: PTI

Nobel laureate Md. Yunus returns to Dhaka  to lead interim govt

“As the anti-racism 
campaigners filled 
the streets of towns 

and cities, the 
British Police also 

ready to stop them.” 
Mark Rowley  

Head of  London’s Police 


