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NEW DELHI: Observ-
ing that the safety and 
well-being of doctors is a 
matter of national inter-
est, the Supreme Court 
on Tuesday constituted a 
10-member National Task 
Force (NTF) to formulate a 
protocol for ensuring their 
safety and security in the 
wake of the rape and mur-
der of a trainee doctor in 
Kolkata.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice D Y Chandra-
chud said a lack of insti-
tutional safety norms at 
medical establishments 
against both violence and 
sexual violence against 
medical professionals is a 
matter of serious concern. 
It said there are legisla-
tions to protect medical 

professionals but they do 
not address the systemic 
issues. The apex court 

asked the NTF to formu-
late an action plan under 
two sub-heads --Preventing 
violence, including gen-
der-based violence against 
medical professionals; and 
providing an enforceable 
national protocol for digni-
fied and safe working condi-
tions for interns, residents, 
senior residents, doctors, 
nurses and all medical 
professionals. “The NTF 

shall be at liberty to make 
recommendations on all 
aspects of the action-plan 
highlighted above and any 
other aspects which the 
members seek to cover. 
They are at liberty to make 
additional suggestions, 
where appropriate.

“The NTF shall also sug-
gest appropriate timelines 
by which the recommen-
dations could be imple-
mented based on the exist-
ing facilities in Hospitals,” 
the bench said.

Task force will submit its interim report within 3 weeks and the final report within 2 months.

The NTF shall 
be at liberty to 
suggest on all 
aspects of the 
action-plan.

Supreme Court bench
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Government 
would now review 
the lateral-entry 
recruitment drive 
with reference to 
the applicability of 
reservation provi-
sions in it.

NEW DELHI: The UPSC 
on Tuesday cancelled its 
latest advertisement to fill 
key posts in government 
departments through lat-
eral entry, amid a politi-
cal row over the lack of a 
reservation provision for 
those positions.

The move came after 
Union Minister of State for 
Personnel Jitendra Singh 
wrote to Union Public Ser-
vice Commission (UPSC) 
Chairperson Preeti Sudan 
to cancel the advertise-
ment, so that marginalised 
communities get their 
rightful representation 
in government services. 
The commission had, on 
August 17, issued a notifi-
cation for the recruitment 
of 45 posts -- 10 of joint 
secretaries and 35 of direc-

tors or deputy secretaries 
-- through lateral entry, 
which is referred to as the 
appointment of specialists 
(including those from the 
private sector) in govern-
ment departments. It was 
one of the biggest tranches 
of lateral recruitment 
announced by the com-
mission. Union Minister 

Chirag Paswan, the head 
of BJP ally Lok Janshakti 
Party (Ram Vilas), had also 
said the proposed recruit-
ment was a “matter of con-
cern” for him and that he 
would take up the matter 
with the Centre.

Official sources said 
the decision to cancel 
the advertisement was 
taken by the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO) and the 
government would now 
review the lateral-entry 
recruitment drive with 
reference to the applica-
bility of reservation pro-
visions in it. At present, 
the sources said, there is 
no policy and provision 
for reservation for these 
specialised or single-
cadre posts.
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NEW DELHI: The Central 
Water Commission (CWC) 
has reported a significant 
improvement in the live 
storage levels of India’s res-
ervoirs this year, with the 
current storage exceeding 
the ten-year average by 14 
per cent.

According to the latest 
Reservoir Storage Bulletin, 
the live storage available in 

150 major reservoirs across 
the country is 124.016 bil-

lion cubic metres (BCM), 
which is 69 per cent of the 
total live storage capac-
ity of these reservoirs. 
This marks a substantial 
increase from the corre-
sponding period last year, 
when the storage was 
111.85 BCM. Regionally, the 
storage levels vary across 
different parts of the coun-
try. In the northern region, 
which includes Himachal 
Pradesh, Punjab, and Rajas-

than, the storage is at 51 per 
cent of the total capacity, 
a decrease from last year’s 
88 per cent and below the 
normal storage level of 
71 per cent. Similarly, the 
central region, which cov-
ers Uttar Pradesh, Uttara-
khand, Madhya Pradesh, 
and Chhattisgarh, reported 
72 per cent storage capac-
ity, improving on last year’s 
69 per cent and the normal 
level of 62 per cent.

HIGHLIGHT

z The decision had 
ignited criticism from 
the opposition parties, 
which claimed that 
it undermined the 
reservation rights of the 
Other Backward Classes 
(OBC), Scheduled Castes 
(SCs) and Scheduled 
Tribes (STs).

|  A M I D  P O L I T I C A L  R O W  |

UPSC drops lateral-entry 
recruitment drive

|  RESERVOIR STORAGE BULLETIN | 

‘Reservoir storage levels surpass by 14 pc’
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Task force  
members 

The 10 members of 
the task force are 
-- Vice Admiral Arti 
Sarin, Director Gen-
eral, Medical Services 
(Navy), Dr D Nageshwar 
Reddy, Chairman and 
Managing Director, 
Asian Institute of Gas-
troenterology and AIG 
Hospitals, Hyderabad, 
Dr M Srinivas, Direc-
tor of Delhi-AIIMS, Dr 
Pratima Murthy, Direc-
tor, National Institute 
of Mental Health and 
Neurosciences (NIM-
HANS), Bengaluru, Dr 
Goverdhan Dutt Puri, 
Executive Director, 
AIIMS Jodhpur, Dr 
Saumitra Rawat.

FACTFILE

z The apex court was 
hearing a suo motu 
case related to the 
rape and murder of a 
trainee doctor amid 
nationwide protests 
over it.

SC constitutes task 
force for Docs’ safety

POCSO court sentences 
6 more accused to life 
imprisonment
JAIPUR: A POCSO court 
has sentenced six more 
men to life imprison-
ment in the sensational 
Ajmer sex scandal, in 
which more than 100 
girls were raped and 
blackmailed.

Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) court 
judge Ranjan Singh 
also slapped fines of Rs 
5 lakh on each of the 
accused. Prosecution 
counsel Virendra Singh 
said that Nafees Chishti, 
Naseem alias Tarzan, 
Salim Chishti, Iqbal 
Bhati, Sohail Gani and 
Sayed Zameer Hussain 
were convicted of being 
involved in the crime. 
Bhati was brought to 
Ajmer from Delhi in an 
ambulance. The Ajmer 
sex scandal came to 
light in 1992. There were 
a total of 18 accused in 
the case. Singh said the 

first charge sheet in the 
case was filed against 12.

Among them, 
Naseem alias Tarzan 
went absconding in 
1994, and Jahur Chishti 
was found guilty under 
Section 377 (unnatural 
sex) and his case was 
transferred to another 
court.

The trial of Farooq 
Chishti ran separately 
after he was diagnosed 
with schizophrenia and 
he was given a life term 
in 2007. One of the 
accused committed sui-
cide.

The other eight 
accused were sentenced 
to life imprisonment in 
1998. He said the sec-
ond charge sheet was 
filed against Nafees 
Chishti, Salim Chishti, 
Iqbal Bhati, Sohail Gani, 
Sayed Zameer Hussain, 
and Almas who is still at 
large.

|  1 9 9 2  A J M E R  R A P E S  |

NUMBER

108.79 
z The current storage 
exceeds the ten-year 
average, which stood at 
108.79 BCM, according 
to the CWC report 
released on August 16.

Terrorist 
hideout 
busted 
RAJOURI: Security forces 
on Tuesday busted an 
underground terrorist 
hideout in the Rajouri 
district of Jammu and 
Kashmir, officials said. 

The well-build hide-
out was unearthed dur-
ing a cordon and search 
operation by a joint 
party of police, Army 
and CRPF at Sagrawat 
forest in the Darhal area 
of the border district, 
the officials said. They 
said a large quantity of 
daily use items including 
cooking gas, blankets and 
utensils were recovered 
from the hideout.

However, no one was 
arrested during the oper-
ation as the terrorists 
using the hideout man-
aged to escape before the 
start of the search opera-
tion, the officials said.

They said security 
forces also busted a cave-
type hideout in the Bal-
otha area of Basantgarh 
in Udhampur district 
during an ongoing anti-
terrorist operation.

‘Install 
biometric 
attendance 
for staff’
NEW DELHI: The Rail-
way Board has issued a 
written direction to the 
general managers of 17 
zones for the installation 
of biometric attendance 
machines or facial recog-
nition systems for station 
staff to overcome the 
irregularities in claiming 
overtime.

Referring to one of 
the recommendations 
of the Vigilance Direc-
torate of the Railway 
Board, the circular 
said, “Vigilance Direc-
torate of Railway Board 
had made a reference 
to CVC in a case which 
involved duty swap-
ping by Station Mas-
ters and irregularities 
in claiming overtime 
by station staff. CVC 
has suggested some 
improvements to be 
incorporated in the sys-
tem.” The Board’s cir-
cular said, “Biometric 
attendance machines 
or facial recognitions 
system may be installed 
for all station staff, 
including Station Mas-
ters, Station Supervi-
sors and Points men.
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RAIPUR: A grand temple 
dedicated to Lord 
Krishna is set to be built 
on Krishna Janmabhoomi 
in Mathura, according 
to Raipur MP Brijmohan 
Agrawal. Speaking at the 
Prana Pratishtha cere-
mony of the newly con-
structed Radha Ras Bihari 
ISKCON temple in Raipur, 
Agrawal highlighted the 
significance of this devel-
opment for the people 

of Chhattisgarh. As the 
chief guest at the event, 
Agrawal expressed his 
admiration for the efforts 
of Siddharth Swami, 
who was instrumental in 
the construction of the 
country’s largest Radha 
Ras Bihari temple in Rai-
pur. He noted that just 
as Central India’s largest 
Ram temple was built 
in Raipur before the 
construction of the Shri 
Ram temple in Ayodhya, 
the construction of the 

Radha Ras Bihari temple 
in Chhattisgarh precedes 
the anticipated temple at 
Krishna Janmabhoomi in 
Mathura. 

He suggested that 
this signals the soon-to-
come construction of a 
grand Krishna temple in 

Mathura, which would be 
a significant blessing for 
devotees. Agrawal also 
praised ISKCON’s broader 
mission beyond temple 
construction, empha-
sizing its commitment 
to serving humanity. 
He expressed hope that 
through the newly estab-
lished temple, ISKCON 
would extend its efforts 
in the fields of health and 
education, particularly to 
benefit the tribal commu-
nities in Chhattisgarh.

‘Grand temple soon in 
Krishna Janmabhoomi’

Agrawal also praised ISKCON’s broader mission beyond temple construction.

National 
Conference of 
Agricultural 
Engineers 
RAIPUR: The 36th National 
Conference and National 
Seminar of Agricultural 
Engineers is set to take 
place at Indira Gandhi 
Agricultural University 
(IGKV) from August 29 
to 30. The theme for this 
year’s event is “Contribu-
tion of Agricultural Engi-
neers in Improving Rural 
Economy for Sustainable 
Development.” This sig-
nificant national program 
is being organized collab-
oratively by the Institu-
tion of Engineers (India) 
Chhattisgarh State Cen-
ter, Raipur, and Swami 
Vivekanand Agricultural 
Engineering and Technol-
ogy College and Research 
Center, under the Faculty 
of Agricultural Engineer-
ing at IGKV.

The two-day event will 
see agricultural engineers 
from across the coun-
try converge to discuss 
and present research 
on critical topics related 
to the advancement of  
agriculture. 

25,000 dogs 
sterilized, 
15,953 people 
affected 
RAIPUR: The rising num-
ber of dog bite cases 
in Raipur has raised 
concerns about public 
safety, despite ongoing 
efforts by the municipal 
corporation to control 
the city’s stray dog popu-
lation. According to data, 
25,000 dogs have been 
sterilized between 2018 
and 2023, with an annual 
expenditure of around 
Rs 15 lakh on sterilization 
efforts. This year alone, 
the number of dog bite 
victims in the capital 
has reached an alarming 
15,953.

Raipur’s streets have 
become a battleground 
for pedestrians, particu-
larly at night when stray 
dogs tend to be more 
active. Incidents of dogs 
chasing and biting peo-
ple are reported daily. 
Mekahara, the city’s 
largest hospital, sees 
approximately 15 dog 
bite patients every day, 
some in critical condi-
tion. Although three peo-
ple died from dog bites 
in Chhattisgarh last year, 
none of the fatalities 
were from Raipur, which 
nonetheless continues to 
report the highest num-
ber of cases.

The Chhattisgarh 
Human Rights Commis-
sion released a report 
highlighting the sharp 
rise in dog bite incidents 
in the capital, prompting 
calls for stronger action.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a remarkable 
medical achievement, doc-
tors at Sanjeevani Cancer 
Hospital successfully per-
formed a complex 10-hour 
surgery to save the life of a 
65-year-old woman suffering 
from oral cancer. The elderly 
patient, who traveled from 
Jharkhand for treatment, 
had her jaw removed and 
replaced with a bone graft 
taken from her leg, a proce-
dure that was crucial in pre-
venting the further spread of 
the disease.

Dr. Yousuf Memon, 
Senior Surgical Oncolo-
gist and Director of San-
jeevani Cancer Hospital, 
explained that the patient 
had advanced oral cancer, 
necessitating a major recon-

structive surgery. The team 
decided to use a piece of 
the fibula bone from her leg 
to reconstruct her jaw. This 
involved creating a flap by 
cutting the fibula bone along 
with its nerves, removing the 

cancer-affected portion of 
her lower jaw, and then graft-
ing the leg bone onto the jaw. 
The intricate operation was 
led by Senior Onco Surgeon 
Dr. Arpan Chaturmohta, 
Plastic Surgeon Dr. Anirud-
dha Gupta, and Anesthesia 
Specialist Dr. Hiten Mistry. 
Despite the challenges typi-
cally associated with cancer 
surgeries in elderly patients, 
the team successfully com-
pleted the procedure, and 
the patient is now in good 
health. She has reported feel-
ing better and more comfort-
able after the surgery. 

Central Chronicle News

Yellow alert of the Meteo-
rological Department for 
the next 24 hours.

RAIPUR: After a brief dry 
spell, heavy rains are set 
to return to Chhattisgarh 
as the monsoon system 
strengthens. The Meteo-
rological Department has 
forecast widespread rainfall 
across the state starting from 
August 22, with particular 
emphasis on heavy rains 
expected in the Surguja 
division. The alert has been 
issued as rainfall patterns 
shift, bringing relief to some 
areas while others brace for 
potential flooding.

As the rains took a brief 
pause, temperatures have 
surged across the state. Rai-
pur recorded a high of 34.6°C 
on Tuesday, 4.5°C above 
normal, leading to increased 
humidity. Despite the rising 

heat, Chhattisgarh remains 
on track with its rainfall 
patterns, recording seven 
percent more rain than aver-
age so far this monsoon sea-
son. Light rains continued 

in certain parts of the state 
on Tuesday, with Kusmi in 
Balrampur district receiving 
the highest recorded rainfall 
of 7 cm. The Meteorological 
Department predicts that 
similar weather conditions 
will persist for the next three 
days, followed by another 
round of widespread rain-
fall. The current weather 
pattern is being influenced 
by a low-pressure area 

located in and around south-
ern Bangladesh, accompa-
nied by cyclonic circulation 
up to a height of 5.8 km. This 
system is expected to shift 
northwest over the next 24 
hours, contributing to the 
likelihood of moderate rain-
fall across various regions in 
the state. Northern Chhat-
tisgarh districts, particularly 
those in Surguja, are likely to 
experience heavy rainfall. 
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Raipur
Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

The Day’s
NUMBERS

TOP GLOBAL DAIRY PRODUCERS IN 2022 

(in Million Metric 
Tons)

Source : FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization)

208

157

98

35

32

RAIPUR: The 7-day photo exhibition 
organized by the Public Relations 
Department at the Town Hall in 
Kachhari Chowk has become a major 
attraction in Raipur as part of the 
78th Independence Day celebrations. 

The exhibition, which highlights 
the contributions of Chhattisgarh’s 
freedom fighters and showcases the 
state government’s key initiatives, 
is drawing large crowds, especially 
school students and community 
members eager to learn about the 
state’s history and achievements.

The exhibition is a unique blend 
of history and modern governance, 
displaying the biographies of Chhat-
tisgarh’s revolutionaries alongside 
detailed accounts of government 
schemes such as the Mahtari Van-
dan Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana, and Women Empowerment  
initiatives. 

For students, particularly those 
preparing for competitive exams, the 
exhibition offers a wealth of informa-
tion on topics like Chhattisgarh’s his-
tory, geography, and culture.

Public Relations’ Photo Exhibition draws
enthusiastic crowds

HIGHLIGHT

z ISKCON would extend 
its efforts in the fields of 
health and education

FACTFILE

z Seven percent more 
rain than normal in 
Chhattisgarh.

Cong will oppose any 
attempt to sell Nagarnar 

Steel Plant in Bastar.

Deepak Baij
PCC Chief
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|AT SANJEEVANI CANCER HOSPITAL| 

65-year-old woman’s life saved after Jaw Surgery 

RAIPUR: A Bharat Bandh has been 
called for August 21 in protest against 
the Supreme Court’s suggestion to 
implement a creamy layer within the 
SC/ST reservation system. The bandh 
has garnered support from various 
Dalit organizations and the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP). However, the 
Chhattisgarh Chamber of Commerce 
has decided not to back the nation-
wide shutdown. 

Chamber State President Mr. Amar 
Parwani said that in the meeting, 
there was an in-depth discussion 
between the office bearers of the 
Chamber and the office bearers of all 
the communities. Since the topic was 
about “Bharat Bandh”, the topic of 
“Bharat Bandh” was discussed with 
the national organizations affiliated 
to the Chamber, in which the national 
organizations expressed ignorance 
about Bharat Bandh and did not sup-
port it. 

BHARAT BANDH

Chhattisgarh Chamber 
declines support on Bharat 
Bandh called today 

AMBIKAPUR: Dr. Aditya Raje Singh, 
renowned as the youngest environ-
mentalist and yoga expert in Chhat-
tisgarh, made a notable visit to Adani 
Vidya Mandir and the Parsa East 
Kete Basan (PEKB) mine on August 
20, during the celebration of Akshay 
Urja Diwas. At just 10 years old, Adi-
tya has already gained international 
recognition for his research on yoga 
and the environment, earning a doc-
torate and a place in the Golden Book 
of World Records. During his two-day 
visit to Surguja, Aditya addressed stu-
dents from classes 9 to 12 at Adani 
Vidya Mandir in the Udaipur block. 
He shared insights from his research 
and achievements, offering valuable 
tips on environmental protection 
and the global measures being taken 
to safeguard our planet. His message 
resonated with the students, inspiring 
them to actively participate in envi-
ronmental conservation. A highlight of 
Aditya’s visit was his tour of the PEKB 
mine, where he observed the exten-
sive afforestation efforts undertaken 
by Rajasthan State Electricity Gener-
ation Corporation Limited (RSEGPL). 

NOTABLE VISIT

Dr. Aditya Raje Singh, yoga 
expert, visits Adani Vidya 
Mandir and PEKB Mine

|  C G  W E A T H E R  U P D A T E  |

Heavy Rain to begin across 
Chhattisgarh from August 22

CUSTOM MILLING SCAM

Big action on Custom 
Milling Scam: CG Govt 
tightens noose on mafias

RAIPUR: In a significant crackdown on 
the multi-crore custom milling scam, 
the Vishnudev government of Chhattis-
garh is preparing to take stringent action 
against rice mafias in the state. This 
comes in the wake of the government’s 
earlier decision to abolish the license 
system for liquor by ending FL-10. The 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) is investi-
gating the scam, which has already led 
to the arrest of key officials, including 
Marketing Federation MD and Special 
Secretary for Food, Manoj Soni, and 
Treasurer of the Rice Millers Associa-
tion, Roshan Chandrakar.

SHOCKING TWIST

Shocking twist in alleged 
Rs 27.5 lakh tobbery: Police 
uncover fraud by Tantrik

RAIPUR: In a surprising development, 
Raipur police have revealed that the 
reported robbery of Rs 27.5 lakh in 
the capital was, in fact, a case of fraud 
orchestrated by a tantrik. The police 
disclosed that tantrik Vijay Pandey 
deceived a businessman’s wife, Swati 
Kesharwani, by threatening the lives 
of her husband and child. Claiming to 
save them through his occult practices, 
Pandey swindled gold, silver jewelry, 
and Rs 16.75 lakh in cash from her. He 
also instructed her to lie about a robbery 
if questioned by her husband. The case 
came to light on August 19 when Gud-
hiyari police received information about 
a supposed robbery in Adarsh Vihar Col-
ony around 3 a.m.
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MP Agrawal attended the Prana Pratishtha of Radha Ras Bihari temple.

Highlights the contributions of freedom fighters

Patient had 
advanced 

oral cancer, 
necessitating 

a major 
reconstructive 

surgery.

Dr. Yousuf Memon

Senior Surgical Oncologist 
and Director of Sanjeevani 

Cancer Hospital.
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Raipur News
IEC drive to ensure 
benefits of schemes 
for PVTG families
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: On the initiative 
of Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai, a special cam-
paign will be launched 
in Chhattisgarh to ensure 
that the benefits of var-
ious state and central 
government schemes 
reach the Particularly 
Vulnerable Tribal Group 
(PVTG) dominated areas. 
The Principal Secretary 
of the Tribal and Sched-
uled Caste Development 
Department, Sonmani 
Bora, has issued guide-
lines for a mega event 
and IEC (Information, 
Education, and Commu-
nication) campaign to be 
organized across 18 dis-
tricts in the state in Sep-
tember 2024. Prime Min-
ister Shri Narendra Modi 
will virtually participate 
in these events during 
the first week of Septem-
ber 2024 and will engage 
in a dialogue with PVTG 
families. Sonmani Bora 
further informed that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will participate in 
the national mega event 
to be organized under 
PM Janman scheme in 
Jharkhand, from where 
he will address all the dis-
tricts with PVTG settle-
ments across the country 
through two-way connec-
tivity. He mentioned that 
one of the PVTG-domi-
nated districts in Chhat-
tisgarh will be identified 
for the state-level mega 
event. In addition to the 
mega event, district-level 

programs will also be 
organized in all the PM 
Janman districts. Neces-
sary arrangements for 
two-way connectivity are 
being made to ensure 
that the Prime Minister’s 
address and interaction 
from Jharkhand are seam-
lessly viewed and heard 
in all the aforementioned 
events. Local MLAs and 
other public representa-
tives will also participate 
in these programs and  
various ultural programs 
will be organized.

Bora informed that 
beneficiary saturation 
camps will be organized 
from August 23, 2024, 
to September 10, 2024. 
These camps will aim to 
achieve 100% saturation 
of immediate activities 
in all PVTG settlements, 
including the issuance of 
Aadhaar cards, Jan Dhan 
accounts, Ayushman 
cards, forest rights certif-
icates, ration cards, caste 
certificates, PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi, PM Matru 
Vandana Yojana, Kisan 
Credit Cards, Sickle Cell 
testing, and basic health 
facilities.

The beneficiary sat-
uration camps will be 
intensively conducted in 
all the PVTG settlements 
and districts. 

Central Chronicle News

Decision taken 
during May-
or-in-Council 
meeting chaired by 
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar. 

RAIPUR: In a significant 
move, the Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation (RMC) 
has decided to offer free 
water connections to 
residents who pay their 
water and property 
taxes. This decision was 
taken during a meeting 
of the Municipal Council 
(MIC) chaired by Mayor 
Aijaz Dhebar on August 
20, 2024. The meeting 
focused on providing 
additional water connec-
tions under the Amrit 
Mission scheme. After 
discussions, the RMC 
decided to provide free 
connections to eligible 
residents who pay their 
taxes, while others will 

receive connections at a 
nominal fee. This move 
aims to encourage tax 
payment and improve 
civic amenities in the city.

The MIC meeting 
lasted for about an hour, 
attended by MIC mem-
bers, Deputy Commis-
sioners Vinod Pandey 
and Rajendra Gupta, 
Chief Engineer Rajesh 
Sharma, and Zonal Com-
missioners. Although the 
meeting was scheduled 

to discuss implementing 
lessons learned from the 
study tour of Mysuru and 
Bengaluru, no discussion 
took place due to the 
absence of the Municipal 
Commissioner. Mayor 
Dhebar expressed his 
determination to success-
fully implement these 
schemes, stating that the 
corporation’s revenue is 
continuously increasing 
and is expected to reach 
Rs 400 crore.

|  R M C  M i C  |

RMC announces free water 
connections for taxpayers

Three accused in 
cheating 32 people 
of Rs 1 cr nabbed
Central Chronicle News

TI Tikrapara 
nabbed three 
accused involved in 
cheating 32 persons 
with an amount of 
Rs 1 cr and above 
along with an 
amount of Rs 3 lakh 
in cash.

RAIPUR: The TI Tikrapara 
nabbed three accused 
involved in cheating 32 
persons with an amount 
of Rs 1 cr and above in 
the name of providing 
independent bungalow 
and land in Kamal Vihar, 
Sector-1 through online 
transactions, have been 
taken into arrest. The 
three accused nabbed 
are Chetna yadav S/o Dev 
Prasad Yadav,  (25), R/o 
Gram Lalpur Chapora 
Thana Vidhan Sabha, 
district Raipur and Nihal 
Yadav S/o Devprasad 
Yadav (22), R/o Lalpur, 
Chapora Thana VS, Rai-

pur.
It is on serious interro-

gation, both the accused 
accepted their crime and 
it was as per disclosure 
made by them, the main 
accused in this case Khir-
sindur Sagar alias Abhay 
Yadav from Odisha was 
also taken into arrest and 
an amount of Rs 3 lakh in 
cash was seized from his 
possession along with 1 
mobile phone.

The accused Khirsin-
dur  Sagar, alias Abhay 
Yadav had purchased 
one Bullet bike, 1 good’s 
vehicle Tata -S and kept 
it in Odisha. The accused 
was brought under police 
remand and both Bullet 
and Tata-S vehicle were 
also seized and further 
interrogation with him is 
in progress.

In this case, TI Tikra-
para Thana Inspector 
Manoj Kumar Sahu, SI 
Dhirendra Banjare, R 
Arun Dhruv, Anil Bhoi, 
and Vikram Madhukar 
played an important role.

Mayor Aijaz Dhebar chairing MiC meeting.

FASTFACTS

z Aim is to encourage 
tax payment and 
improve civic 
amenities in the city.

z Eligible residents who 
pay taxes will receive 
free connections, 
while others will 
get connections at a 
nominal fee.
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HIGHLIGHT

z Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi to 
Virtually Participate in 
the State-Level Mega 
Event.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: BJP National 
General Secretary Arun 
Singh has launched a 
scathing attack on the 
Congress party, accusing 
them of trying to claim 
victory despite facing 
defeat. Singh pointed out 
that even if the Congress 
combines its seats from 
three Lok Sabha elec-
tions, it still falls short of 
the BJP’s tally.

Speaking to journal-
ists at the airport, Singh 
dismissed the Congress’s 

claims of winning mem-
bers despite receiving 
fewer votes. He cited 
the example of the 2014-

15 membership drive, 
where the BJP added over 
11 crore members, and 
received even more votes 

in 2019.
Singh alleged that the 

Congress has no positive 
agenda and relies on neg-

ative politics to divide the 
country. He claimed that 
people have seen through 
the Congress’s tactics and 
are no longer fooled.

The BJP leader is in 
Raipur to attend a mem-
bership campaign work-
shop, which aims to 
expand the party’s reach 
and add new members. 
The workshop is part of 
a nationwide campaign 
to strengthen the party’s 
organization and cel-
ebrate its status as the 
world’s largest political 
party.”

|  POLITICS | 

Arun Singh slams Congress for ‘fake victory’
RPF Raipur launches 
safety initiatives
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) 
in Raipur division has 
launched two initiatives 
- ‘Operation Time Com-
pliance’ and ‘Mission Pas-
senger Safety’ - to ensure 
the safety and security of 
passengers.

Under ‘Operation 
Time Compliance’, the 
RPF has been conducting 
regular drives to prevent 
misuse of alarm chain 
pulling in trains. From 
August 1 to August 19, 

2024, 248 drives were 
conducted, and 68 indi-
viduals were prosecuted 
under the Railways Act 
for misusing the alarm 
chain.

Meanwhile, ‘Mission 
Passenger Safety’ aims 
to prevent theft of pas-
senger luggage and keep 
a watch on criminals 
involved in such activi-
ties. The RPF is working 
in coordination with the 
Government Railway 
Police (GRP) and local 
police to take legal action 
against these criminals. 

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The opposi-
tion Congress on Tues-
day claimed party MLA 
Devendra Yadav was 
arrested in a false case 
and announced staging of 
protests across Chhattis-
garh on August 24.

Yadav was arrested on 
August 17 in connection 
with the Balodabazar 
arson incident related 
to a Satnami community 
demonstration.

Congress leaders 
claimed at the legislature 
party meeting held here 
on Tuesday that Yadav 
was implicated by the 
Vishnu Deo Sai govern-

ment to hide its failure on 
the law and order front.

Talking to reporters, 
Leader of Opposition 
Charan Das Mahant said 
demonstrations will be 
held in every district. The 
issue (Yadav’s arrest) will 

be raised with the state 
governor, he said.

Yadav was arrested 
weeks after a case was 
registered at Kotwali 
police station in the Bal-
odabazar arson incident 
on charges of promoting 
enmity between differ-
ent groups and rioting. 
On June 10, a mob set fire 

to a government office 
building and more than 
150 vehicles in Baloda-
bazar city during a pro-
test called by Satnamis 
against the alleged ran-
sacking of the ‘victory 
pillar’, leading to the 
imposition of section 144 
of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure.

Cong to stage protest on 
24th against MILA’s arrest

Yadav was arrested on August 17 in connection with the Balodabazar 
arson incident related to a Satnami community demonstration.

Opposition leader in Chhattisgarh Assembly Dr Charandas Mahant, former Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel at party meeting held at Rajiv Bhavan.

FASTFACTS

z Congress MLAs and 
leaders will hold press 
conferences in districts 
on August 22.

z Congress MLAs went 
to Raipur Central Jail to 
meet Yadav, currently 
in judicial custody, on 
Tuesday following the 
CLP meeting.

We will fight together: Mahant

“The Congress Legislature Party expressed concern 
over Yadav’s implication on false charges and arrest and 
decided not to tolerate injustice. We will fight together,” 
Mahant said. Outlining the protest plan, he said Congress 
MLAs and leaders will hold press conferences in districts 
on August 22, and stage protests on August 24. Congress 
MLAs went to Raipur Central Jail to meet Yadav, currently 
in judicial custody, on Tuesday following the CLP meeting.

Dog catcher 
team resolves 
stray dog 
menace
RAIPUR: The effective 
governance of Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai has 
ensured that problems 
are solved with just a 
phone call. 

In Zone 5’s Khubchand 
Baghel Ward, Saras Bihar 
resident Himanshu Nayak 
complained about the 
stray dog menace in the 
lane near Bachpan Hospi-
tal. He reported that the 
dogs were attacking peo-
ple, including children, 
making it difficult for resi-
dents to move around.

Nayak called the Dis-
trict Administration’s 
Public Grievance Redres-
sal Call Center, and the 
concerned department 
took action.

Employment 
Fair for 
‘Divayangjans’ 
on Aug 21
RAIPUR: An employment 
Fair and eligibility cer-
tificate for ‘Divyangjans’ 
will be organised at BTI 
Ground, Shankar Nagar 
on Aug 21 at 10:00 am 
jointly under the aegis of  
Raipur Special Employ-
ment office, Americal 
India Foundation and 
Natinoal Career Service 
Centre, Jabalpur for 
‘Divyangs’. 

Through this recruit-
ment of 10th pass physi-
cally disabled and ‘Deaf & 
Dumb’ ‘Divyangs’ will be 
done for different posts. 

Fatal accident 
at Cement 
Plant: worker 
crushed by 
falling object
RAIPUR: A tragic incident 
occurred at the Nuvista 
Cement Plant in Risdah, 
Balodabazar district, late 
last night resulting in the 
death of a 26-year-old 
worker, Poshan Yadav. 

Yadav, a resident of 
Sonadih village, was 
working inside the  
plant when a heavy 
object fell on him, caus-
ing fatal injuries. 

The accident hap-
pened around 11 pm, dur-
ing the plant’s shutdown 
period, when Yadav 
had reported for main-
tenance work just two 
days prior. The company 
immediately rushed him 
to the hospital, where he 
was pronounced dead.

The Kotwali police 
have launched an inves-
tigation into the incident 
and registered a case. 
The company is currently 
engaging with the plant’s 
workers and Yadav’s fam-
ily members to provide 
support and assistance.

PMMVY FUNDS

PMMVY Funds 
released after 2 
Years
RAIPUR: In a testament 
to Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai’s effective gov-
ernance, a long-pending 
issue was resolved with 
just a phone call. Under 
the guidance of Collec-
tor Dr. Gaurav Singh, the 
Raipur district adminis-
tration is ensuring swift 
resolution of grievances. 
Rohini Netam, a resi-
dent of Dantrenga vil-
lage in Dharsiwa block, 
had been waiting for 
two years to receive Rs 
5,000 under the Pradhan 
Mantri Matru Vandana 
Yojana (PMMVY) after 
giving birth at the Matru 
and Shishu Chikitsalaya 
(MCH) hospital in Rai-
pur in December 2022. 
After calling the district 
administration’s public 
grievance redressal call  
center, the concerned 
department was 
informed, and it was 
found that the payment 
was delayed due to incor-
rect bank account infor-
mation provided by the 
applicant. The depart-
ment informed Netam, 
who then provided the 
correct bank details, 
leading to the release of 
the funds. 

BADMINTON

Badminton 
championship 
begins

RAIPUR: The 23rd State-
Level Sub-Junior Under 
15, Under 17 Boys and 
Girls Badminton Champi-
onship kicked off today, 
August 20, 2024, at the I 
Sports Badminton Arena, 
Moa, Raipur. A total of 
353 players from 19 dis-
tricts across the state are 
participating in the tour-
nament, which is being 
organized by the Chhat-
tisgarh Badminton Asso-
ciation. The qualification 
rounds began today,  
and the main draw 
matches will commence 
on August 22.

YOGA

RPF Yoga 
Competition

RAIPUR: The 47th All 
India Railway Protec-
tion Force Yoga Com-
petition-2024 was inau-
gurated on August 20, 
2024, at the South East 
Central Railway, Raipur 
Divisional Headquarters 
in Raipur. The competi-
tion is being held at the 
community center in the 
WR Railway Colony and 
will feature participants 
from six age categories: 
18-21 years, 22-25 years, 
26-30 years, 31-35 years, 
36-45 years, and above 45 
years.

On the first day of 
the competition, partic-
ipants showcased their 
yoga skills in front of a 
esteemed jury and the 
general public.

NEWSLINE

Congress has no 
positive agenda 

and relies on 
negative politics 

to divide the 
country.  
Arun Singh  

BJP National General 
Secretary



Grand procession of 
‘Mahakaal Ki Paalki’ 
taken out in Deokar 

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: A grand pro-
cession of “Mahakaal Ki 
Paalki” was taken out in 
Deokar (Saja) during the 
Shravan Month. The tab-
leaux of Lord Baba Bhole-
nath, Narsingh Bhagwan 
incarnation, Hanuman 
Ji’s huge form Kesari Nan-
dan, etc were the centre 
of attraction. The royal 
procession was taken 
out with great pomp and 
devotees raised slogans 
in praise of Bholenath. 
Baba Chandramouliswara 
Bhagwan’s procession was 
taken out on Saturday in 
the month of Sawan from 
Radhakrishna temple. The 
tableaux depicting differ-
ent incarnations of Baba 
Bholenath were included 
in the procession. Devotees 
showered flower petals at 
different places. The sky 
echoed with the slogans of 
Har Har Mahadev. About 
15000 devotees partici-
pated in the procession. 
Mahaprasad Bhandara was 
organised at Radha Krishna 
Temple. Pt Premnarayan 

Sharma and Kanha Sharma 
performed Puja at Radha 
Krishna temple. The orga-
nizer Vineeta Agarwal 

performed the religious 
rituals including Rudrab-
hishek, Jalabhishek and 
Maha Aarti.  The devotees 
carried Kanwars during the 
procession. 

Saja MLA Ishwar Sahu 
and former parliamen-
tary secretary Labhchand 
Bafna also visited the 
ancient temple of Devkar. 
Nagar Panchayat Deokar 
Vice President Ajay Agar-
wal, organizer Vinita Agar-
wal, Annu Sahu, Ravi Shan-
kar Soni, Rakesh Pandey, 
Suresh Sinha, Budharu 
Sahu, Goldy Sahu, Sanju 
Sahu, Chhaklu Sahu, and 
others were present.

Central Chronicle News

Awareness rally made 
people made aware 
of mosquito-borne 
diseases

BHILAI: On World Mos-
quito Day, as part of 
the National Vector 
Borne Disease Control 
Programme, the Pub-
lic Health Department, 
under the Town Services 
Department of SAIL-B-
hilai Steel Plant, in asso-
ciation with the District 
Municipal Office (DMO), 
Durg organised an aware-
ness rally on Tuesday. 
Through the awareness 
rally organized in Sec-
tor 4, people were made 
aware of mosquito-borne 
diseases, their symp-
toms, prevention mea-
sures, and how to reduce 
the breeding of mosqui-
toes.

World Mosquito Day, 
observed annually on 20 
August, commemorates 

British doctor Sir Ron-
ald Ross’s discovery in 
1897 that female anophe-
les mosquitoes transmit 
malaria among humans. 
This day is observed to 
educate people to adopt 
precautions helpful in 
eradicating Malaria, 
Dengue, Chikungunya, 
and other vector-borne 
diseases and save lives. 
Public Health Depart-
ment is making continu-

ous endeavours whereby 
the houses in the town-
ship are being surveyed, 
and spraying and fogging 
are carried out in various 
residential and commer-
cial areas. In view of the 
possibility of Mosquito 
Larvae breeding, stag-
nant water sources are 
also being inspected and 
mosquito larvae if found 
are cleaned and sprayed 
with medicines. 

|  A W A R E N E S S  R A L L Y  |

BSP’s Town Services Deptt 
observes World Mosquito Day

Bharat Bandh today 
against decision  
on reservation 

Central Chronicle News

SC/ST Joint Sangharsh 
Morcha to take out 
mega rally in support 
of Bharat Bandh.

BHILAI: SC/ST Joint Sang-
harsh Morcha will take out 
a mega rally in Bhilai in 
support of Bharat Bandh 
against the Central Gov-
ernment’s decision to 
keep the creamy layer out 
of reservation. Morcha 
office bearers said that 
after 2018, the Central 
Government has again 
passed a decision against 
creamy layer in reserva-
tion. Against this conspir-
acy of the Central Gov-
ernment, Bharat Bandh 

has been called on August 
21. A huge rally will be 
organized in Bhilai Durg 
on August 21 to make the 
Bharat Bandh successful. 
The rally would begin from 
Satnam Bhawan Sector 6 
and move across Supela 
Chowk, Nehru Nagar 
Chowk, Malviya Chowk 
and Patel Chowk to reach 
District Collectorate. The 
protestors will submit a 
memorandum addressed 
to the President and Prime 
Minister.  Conveners of SC 
/ ST Joint Sangharsh Mor-
cha said that Dr Babasaheb 
Bhimrao Ambedkar, while 
fighting against social 
inequality, gave constitu-
tional reservation to the 
caste and not to the rich or 
poor. 

Rally to make people aware of mosquito borne diseases.

FASTFACTS

z Adopt precautions to 
eradicate vector borne 
diseases

z Coolers and other 
water containers are 
emptied and left to dry 
on every Sunday

TOUR PROG

PLANTATION

Governor in 
twin-city today

Tree plantation 
program on 
August 22

BHILAI: Governor of 
Chhattisgarh, Ramen 
Deka is going to visit 
Durg – Bhilai on August 
21. Governor will depart 
from Raj Bhavan Rai-
pur by road at 10.15 am 
and reach Durg Circuit 
House at 11.00 am. He 
will reach Titurdih For-
est Office in Durg at 11.15 
am and participate in 
the plantation program 
and thereafter move to 
PWD office auditorium 
to have general discus-
sions with administra-
tive officials from 11.45 
am to 01.15 pm. There-
after he would move to 
Circuit House. He will 
leave for Bhilai Steel 
Plant by road at 02.45 
pm. After the plant visit, 
he will leave for Bhilai 
Niwas at 04.20 pm and 
reach Bhilai Niwas at 
04.30 pm.

BHILAI: District Panchayat 
CEO Ashwani Dewangan 
reviewed the status of 
tree plantation campaign 
“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” in 
the rural areas. He gave 
necessary instructions 
to the Janpad Panchayat 
CEOs to reconnect the 
entire society with nature 
through this campaign. 
He urged every citizen 
to ensure his participa-
tion in this campaign by 
planting a sapling at a  
suitable place.

FARMERS’ CONVENTION

KVK celebrates 
Golden  
Jubilee Year

BHILAI: Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra Pahanda (A) Durg 
organized a program on 
the Golden Jubilee Year 
of Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
on Tuesday. Senior Sci-
entist and Head Dr Vijay 
Jain said that 731 KVKs are 
working in the country 
to increase the income of 
farmers. The first KVK was 
established by the Indian 
Council of Agricultural 
Research in Puducherry 
on March 21, 1974. 27 KVKs 
are working in various 
districts of Chhattisgarh. 
KVK Pahanda (A) Durg was 
established in March 2017 
in Durg district. 

OBITUARY

Sapna Saraswat

NEWSLINE

HIGHLIGHT

z Tableaux of Lord 
Baba Bholenath, 
Narsingh Bhagwan 
incarnation, Hanuman 
Ji’s huge form Kesari 
Nandan were the 
centre of attraction

Positive attitude 
and behaviour is 

the key for getting 
success in life.

Lalit Chandrakar

MLA Durg (Rural)  

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The PG Depart-
ment of Commerce 
in Collaboration with 
Chhattisgarh Chamber 
of Commerce and Indus-
try Raipur organised 
an awareness program. 
The program focused on 
various issues like road 
safety awareness, healthy 
life style, start-ups, self 
reliance & self employ-
ment. Lalit Chandrakar, 
MLA Durg (Rural) was the 
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. He said that positive 

attitude and behaviour is 
the key for getting suc-
cess in life. Ajay Bhasin 
President Chhattisgarh 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Raipur 
focused on the impor-
tance of time and urged 
the students to become 
good entrepreneurs for 

contributing in the cam-
paign of Viksit Bharat. 
Gargi Shankar Mishra 
President Chhattisgarh 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Bhilai 
branch, said that along 
with academic knowl-
edge practical application 
of it is more important, 

youth of today should 
provide jobs rather than 
be a job seeker. Aseem 
Sehgal an International 
wellness coach asked the 
students to lead a healthy 
life as it leads to success 

in life. Prabhjeet Singh 
Chairman Public Relation 
Committee CA Bhilai gave 
important tips to the stu-
dents for better career. 
Traffic SI Rajmani Singh 
urged the students  to 
have control on the speed 
of vehicle while driving 
and go for safe driving. Dr 
MG Roymon Principal of 
the college congratulated 
the department of com-
merce for the conduct of 
the program. Dr Sapna 
Sharma Head PG Depart-
ment of Commerce wel-
comed the gathering. 

| AWARENESS ON VARIOUS ISSUES

‘Zindagi na Milegi ..’ held at St Thomas College 
22 villagers of Daniya 
avail free health services
Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: The Corporate 
Social Responsibility 
(CSR) Department of the 
Plant organized a one-
day free Health Camp, 
at Model Steel Village 
Daniya on Tuesday. 
A total of 22 villagers 
from Daniya, includ-
ing 12 men, 08 women, 
and 02 children availed 
of free health services 
at the day-long Health 
Camp. Free medicines 
were also distributed 
to villagers attending 

the camp. The Medi-
cal Team from the CSR 
department, comprising 
Dr M Saraswati, Medi-
cal Consultant, Rekha 
Dev, Nursing Staff for 
blood sugar, HB, and BP 
examination, Khilawan 
Kumbhkar, Pharmacist, 
and Mansoor Ali, for reg-
istration, volunteered 
their services for the 
Medical Camp at Daniya 
village. 

Ashutosh Soni, from 
CSR Department, was 
also present during the 
Health Camp.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: On Tuesday, 
Collector Richa Prakash 
Chaudhary reviewed the 
status of applications 
received in the public 
grievances redressal camps 
organized in the urban 
bodies. She instructed the 
officials to resolve prior-
ity cases like electricity, 
drinking water, sanitation, 
drain cleaning, property 
tax, ration card, housing 
etc. Similarly, under the 
Swachh Sarvekshan, she 
asked to focus especially 
on city sanitation, door-to-
door garbage collection, 

wall writing, indication 
boards, beautification, red 
spots, public urinals, clean-
liness of commercial and 
market places, etc. Along 
with this, she instructed to 
impose fines on violators. 
Collector Chaudhary 
sought updated informa-
tion about the road con-

struction under Bharat 
Mala Project (BMP) in the 
district from the Project 
Director of NHAI. She 
directed to positively 
resolve the problems 
related to agricultural land 
submergence and trans-
portation of the villagers 

due to the project. She 
directed door-to-door cam-
paigns to identify the left 
out people and make their 
Ayushman Cards. Offi-
cials will be deployed for 
rationalization of polling 
stations / revision of voter  
list, etc. 

BMP Director asked to 
resolve farmers’ woes 

Collector RP Chaudhary chaired a meeting of officials to review works.

Collector interacting with officials during time-limit meeting.

FASTFACTS

z Execute action plan 
for Nasha Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan

z	Officials instructed to 
visit schools and check 
monthly test registers 

Target to plant five lakh saplings
 
The Collector took information about the tree 

plantation done so far as per the target given to var-
ious departments. She said that the tree plantation 
work has to be completed by August 31. This year, 
a target of planting 05 lakh saplings has been set in 
the district. 

BMC razes 
illegal 
structures 
BHILAI:  Acting on the 
complaints of illegal 
encroachment on one 
acre of government land 
in Sundar Vihar Colony, 
a team of Bhilai Munici-
pal Corporation reached 
the spot and razed the 
illegal structures. The 
government land was 
freed from illegal occu-
pants. Some illegal occu-
pants staged protests to 
prevent the action. The 
BMC team asked them to 
show papers and when 
they were not able to 
produce any valid doc-
ument, the BMC squad 
demolished the illegal 
shops with the help of 
earth movers. 

Awareness 
rally taken out
BHILAI: A rally was taken 
out in the Baikunth Dham 
area to spread awareness 
about seasonal diseases, 
water-borne diseases and 
protection from mosqui-
toes. BMC teams visited 
door-to-door and urged the 
common people to drink 
boiled water, maintain 
cleanliness and hygiene, 
prevent water logging, etc. 
People were asked to wash 
hands with soap before 
eating, eat fresh food and 
avoid stale food. In case 
of vomiting or diarrhoea, 
people were asked to take 
medicine only after con-
sulting a doctor. 

Man loses  
Rs 1.78 lakhs 
in Job fraud 

Ruffians stab 
youth in 
Khursipar 

BHILAI: A woman duped a 
couple of Rs 1.78 lakhs in a 
job fraud case. The victim 
Ajay Kumar of Camp -2 
complained that his wife 
Kiran Gupta’s acquain-
tance Monika Soni alias 
Monika Gupta took Rs 1.78 
lakhs from them on the 
promise of getting Ajay’s 
daughter recruited in the 
Forest Department. 

BHILAI:  A gang of ruffians 
stabbed a youth in Khur-
sipar in the wee hours of 
Tuesday. According to 
information, the victim 
Sonu was sleeping with 
other members of the 
family in the courtyard 
of their house. Around 
04:00 hrs, some ruffi-
ans trespassed into the 
house and were escap-
ing with Sonu’s mobile 
phone. Sonu woke up 
and chased them. 
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Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 
campaign is aimed to 
reconnect the society 

with nature

Ashwani Dewangan , 
CEO, District Panchayat

BHILAI: Borsi resident 
Sapna Saraswat left for 
heavenly abode on August 
19. She was the wife of 
Sanjeev Saraswat (Deputy 
Manager, Town Services 
Department, BSP). She 
breathed last at AIIMS 
Delhi. Funeral procession 
was taken out from her res-
idence located at HIG1/392, 
Borsi Colony on Tuesday 
and last rites of the mortal 
remains were performed at 
Sheonath Muktidham.
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N-E-W-S
“Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

upcoming visit to Ukraine is a good 
gesture and will be appreciated in 

international politics.”
Shashi Tharoor  

Senior Congress leader  
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sexual abuse: 
Parents made to 
wait for 11 hours 
: Wadettiwar

MUMBAI: Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Maharashtra 
assembly Vijay Wadetti-
war on Tuesday alleged 
that the parents of a girl 
who was sexually abused 
at a school in Badlapur 
were made to sit at the 
police station for 11 hours 
to file their complaint. In 
a video message posted 
on X (formerly Twitter), 
the Congress leader said 
the incident -- where two 
kindergarten girls were 
allegedly abused inside 
the school -- was “bigger” 
than the rape and murder 
of a trainee doctor at a 
hospital in Kolkata which 
has produced national 
outrage. “Atrocities 
are committed on a 
three-and-half years 
old girl, a four-year-old 
girl, and at the police 
station, they (parents) 
are made to wait for 11 
hours when they seek 
to file a complaint.” 
Wadettiwar said.

Press Trust Of India

Even though a bumper 
harvest was expected 
this year basmati farm-
ers would not be ben-
efitted from the same, 
in case the government 
did not review the MEP.
 
NAGPUR: Vanchit Bahu-
jan Aghadi (VBA) chief 
Prakash Ambedkar on 

Tuesday said the BJP used 
to work arbitrarily when it 
was in full majority at the 
Centre earlier, but it was 
left with no option and 
had to cancel the latest 
lateral entry recruitment 
after it was challenged.

A row erupted after 
the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) on 
Saturday issued a notifi-
cation for recruiting 45 
joint secretaries, direc-

tors and deputy secre-
taries through lateral 
entry -- referred to as the 
appointment of special-
ists (including those from 

the private sector) in gov-
ernment departments. 
The decision ignited crit-
icism from the opposition 
parties, which claimed 
it undermined the reser-
vation rights of OBCs, SCs 
and STs. Following this, the 
Centre asked the UPSC to 
cancel the advertisement 
“so that marginalised com-
munities get their rightful 
representation in govern-
ment services”.

Press Trust Of India

RJD leader Tejashwi 
Yadav on Tuesday 
alleged that “lateral 
entry” in bureau-
cracy was aimed 
at filling up posts 
with those inclined 
towards the RSS

PATNA: RJD leader Tejas-
hwi Yadav on Tuesday 
alleged that “lateral 
entry” in bureaucracy 
was aimed at filling up 
posts with those inclined 
towards the RSS, the ide-
ological parent organisa-
tion of the BJP.

The former Bihar dep-
uty chief minister was 
also unimpressed with 
the Union government’s 
request to UPSC to “with-
draw” the recent adver-

tisement for recruitments 
through lateral entry 
which had triggered a 
major controversy.

“How did the UPSC 
bring in such an adver-
tisement, in the first 
place? The Centre is 
enacting a drama after 
its agenda against reser-
vations and the Constitu-
tion got exposed,” Yadav 
told PTI video here.

He alleged: “The plan 
was to fill up posts in 
bureaucracy with peo-

ple supported by the 
RSS. I had registered my 
opposition as soon as 
the advertisement came 
out. We will continue to 
thwart the government’s 
attempts to implement its 
hidden agenda”.

Yadav, who is the 
leader of the opposition 
in the Bihar Assembly, 
also accused NDA part-
ners like Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar and Union 
ministers Jitan Ram Man-
jhi and Chirag Paswan 

of keeping silent over 
the issue. Raking up the 
developments in the after-
math of the 2002 Gujarat 
riots, the RJD leader said, 
“Chirag Paswan should 
think what would have 
been the response of 
his late father Ram Vilas 
Paswan who did not bat 
an eyelid before giving up 
his cabinet berth in pro-
test against atrocities on 
minorities”.

FACTFILE

z The former 
Bihar deputy chief 
minister was also 
unimpressed with the 
Union government’s 
request to UPSC to 
“withdraw” the recent 
advertisement for 
recruitments through 
lateral entry 

| VBA CHIEF PRAKASH AMBEDKAR  SAYS | 

‘Centre had to cancel lateral entry advt.’

|   R J D  L E A D E R  T A R G E T S  B J P - L E D  G O V T   |

 Lateral entry aimed to bring 
in pro-RSS people: Tejashwi

“The entry points of 
government jobs are 

UPSC and MPSC. 
Even ministers, the 

President or the Prime 
Minister do not have 
the right to make a 

direct recruitment.” 
Prakash Ambedkar 

Chief, Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi 

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah on Tuesday said 
Governor Thaawarchand 
Gehlot should function 
like a representative of 
the President of India and 
not the central govern-
ment.

Siddharamaiah said 
the Governor should not 
‘pick and choose’ and be 
selective in the matter 
of granting sanction for 
prosecution.

“Governor is a con-
stitutional post and we 
respect it. What we say 
is that he should work as 
a representative of the 

President of India and 
not the Central govern-
ment,” Siddaramaiah told 
reporters here.

Gehlot on August 16 
granted sanction permit-
ting investigation against 
Siddaramaiah under 17A 
of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act and prose-
cution under Section 218 
of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, 
in connection with the 
Mysuru Urban Develop-
ment Authority site allot-
ment ‘scam.’

The Chief Minister 
recalled that the Kar-
nataka Lokayukta had 
sought Governor’s 
approval to prosecute 

Union Minister for Steel 
and Heavy Industries 
H D Kumaraswamy on 
November 23, 2023 in 
connection with Sri Sai 
Venkateshwara Miner-
als case but till now no 
permission has been 
granted.

The state ombudsman 
on Monday again submit-
ted a proposal to the Gov-
ernor seeking his permis-

sion to file a charge-sheet 
against Kumaraswamy, 
who had allegedly 
granted mining lease to 
the private firm when he 
was the Chief Minister in 
2007 in violation of law.

Siddaramaiah also 
pointed out that the Gov-
ernor did not give per-
mission to the Lokayukta 
to prosecute former BJP 
Ministers Shashikala 
Jolle, Murugesh Nirani 
and G Janardhana Reddy.

“On the other hand, T 
J Abraham lodged a (pri-
vate) complaint against 
me with the Governor 
on July 26 at 11 am and 10 
hours later I was served a 
show-cause notice. Isn’t 

it discrimination? That’s 
the reason that the Gov-
ernor was told not to use 
‘pick and choose’ and 
should not do it selec-
tively,” Siddaramaiah 
said.

In his writ petition 
challenging the Gover-
nor’s order in the High 
Court on Monday, the 
Chief Minister submitted 
that it was issued without 
due application of mind, 
in violation of statutory 
mandates, and contrary 
to constitutional princi-
ples, including the advice 
of the Council of Min-
isters, which is binding 
under Article 163 of the 
Constitution of India.

Guv cannot ‘pick & choose’ and be 
‘selective’,  says CM  on prosecution  

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on Tuesday said Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot 
should function like a representative of the President of India and not the central government.

HIGHLIGHT

z  Siddharamaiah said 
the Governor should not 
‘pick and choose’ and be 
selective in the matter 
of granting sanction for 
prosecution.

ABVP’s protest over Kolkata trainee doctor murder

 Members of Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) take part in a protest march against the alleged sexual assault and murder of a postgraduate trainee doctor (in Kolkata), in Thane on Tuesday. PTI

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav. PTI.
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AGARTALA: At least five people, includ-
ing three members of a family, were 
killed and one villager went missing 
after landslides triggered by inces-
sant rain occurred at three places in 
Tripura, police said on Tuesday.

The three members of a family died 
at Debipur in South Tripura district 
when their house collapsed due to a 
massive landslide on Monday night, 
Santirbazar Sub Divisional Magistrate 
Abhedananda Baidya told PTI over 
phone. The deceased were identified 
as Trisankar Chakma, his wife Rajini 
and his daughter Binita. Mauai Reang, 
aged 52, was killed in a landslide in 

Gumati district’s Karbook area on 
Monday, while another villager went 
missing, Additional District Magistrate 
(ADM) BB Das said.

A 14-year-old boy died when 
mounds of earth fell on his house in 
Champlai area in Khowai district on 
August 19, a police officer said. Chief 
Minister Manik Saha on Tuesday 
instructed the district administrations 
to take appropriate action to prior-
itise public safety and mitigate the 
impact of the natural calamity. Many 
low-lying areas of the Santirbazar sub-
division have been submerged due to 
heavy rain, Baidya said. PTI

landslide Causes Mishap
Three members of a family among five killed  

in landslides occurred in Tripura

AIZAWL: The Mizoram government has 
received financial assistance amount-
ing to Rs 8 crore from the Centre to 
provide relief to over 43,000 people 
from Myanmar, Manipur and Bangla-
desh, who have taken refuge in the 
state, the Assembly was informed on 
Tuesday. Home Minister K Sapdanga 
said that Rs 3 crore was received from 
the Centre during the previous Mizo 
National Front (MNF) rule, while the 
state got Rs 5 crore during the cur-
rent Zoram People’s Movement (ZPM) 
administration.

He was replying to a question from 
opposition MNF member Ramthan-
mawia. Sapdanga said that Rs 3 crore 
received during the previous govern-
ment was used for providing ameni-
ties to refugee camps and other assis-
tance to the people who came from 
Myanmar. PTI

ASSEMBLY

Mizoram receives Rs 8 
cr central assistance for 
helping refugees

GUWAHATI: Assam DGP Gyanendra 
Pratap Singh on Tuesday said two 
cases of the 10 related to ULFA(I)’s 
planting of “IED-like” objects will 
be transferred to the NIA for inves-
tigation. Assam Police has already 
formed multiple SITs in 10 districts 
where “bomb-like substances” were 
found after the banned ULFA (I) 
claimed to have planted explosives 
in 24 locations to trigger serial blasts 
across the state on Independence 
Day. “We are moving along for trans-
ferring one of the cases of Guwahati 
and one Lakhimpur case to the NIA 
so that we can utilise the resources 
best and also work together with 
a federal agency to get to the bot-
tom of this entire thing,” Singh told 
reporters here. He expressed opti-
mism that both the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) and Assam 
Police together will be in a position 
to investigate and bring all the per-
petrators to book very soon. PTI

INVESTIGATION

Assam to transfer two 
serial bombs planting 
cases to NIA: DGP

RESERVATION

Need to end all anti-
reservation processes: 
Mayawati on lateral entry

LUCKNOW: Bahujan Samaj Party chief 
Mayawati on Tuesday claimed that the 
Centre has withdrawn the advertise-
ment for recruitment to bureaucracy 
through lateral entry after her party’s 
opposition to the move, stressing that 
“all such anti-reservation processes” 
need to be stopped.

The Centre on Tuesday asked the 
UPSC to withdraw the latest advertise-
ment for lateral entry in bureaucracy, 
amid a row over reservation in the 
advertised posts. PTI

ADDRESS

People should remain 
active no matter the age: 
Dhankhar

NEW DELHI: Vice President Jagdeep 
Dhankhar on Tuesday said a person 
should remain active at all ages and 
asserted that the notion that there is 
an age limit for work has no basis.

Addressing a group of Rajya Sabha 
interns here, Dhankhar referred to the 
Indian philosophy that work is wor-
ship. We must continue to work until 
our last breath. He said, “The notion 
that there is an age limit for work has 
no basis. A person should remain 
active at all ages”. Officials of the Vice 
President Secretariat pointed out that 
recently megastar Amitabh Bachchan 
had expressed similar sentiments in a 
recent social media post. PTI



Central Chronicle News

MAHASAMUND: Former 
Parliamentary Secre-
tary and former MLA of 
Mahasamund Vinod Sevan-
lal Chandrakar said that 
the drug trade is going on 
in full swing in the state 
including Mahasamund. 
While in opposition for the 
last 5 years, the BJP mem-
bers had created a lot of 
ruckus over the illegal sale 
of liquor and the demand 
for complete prohibition in 
the state. 

From small to big BJP 
leaders who never got tired 
of saying that when the 
so-called good governance 

government of the double 
engine comes to power 
in the state, action will be 
taken to ban the illegal sale 
of liquor and to impose 
complete prohibition. Now 
when there is a double 
engine government in the 
state, and their represen-
tatives are sitting from Lok 
Sabha to Vidhan Sabha, 
then they should clarify 
under whose protection 
the illegal sale of liquor, 
ganja, narcotics is hap-
pening in the entire state. 
In the previous Congress 
regime, these people had 
even staged a Dharna for 
total prohibition of liquor, 
now they have their own 

government in the country 
and the state, so why are 
the BJP people shying away 
from taking action for total 
prohibition of liquor in 

Chhattisgarh.
Chandrakar charged 

that the drug mafia is 
unbridled in the state, it 
is clear from this that the 
drug dealers have the pro-
tection of the BJP govern-
ment. 

Today, the drug busi-
ness is being carried out 
in full swing under the 
nose of the police and the 
administration is sitting 
as a mute spectator. From 
village to city, today the 
youth of the state are in the 
grip of liquor, ganja, and 
intoxicating tablets. The 
young generation is mov-
ing towards crime due to 
drug addiction.

‘Drug trade on rise 
under Govt protection’

The forest region of Maikal mountain range in Pandaria block is lush green with clouds floating and a view near Hanuman Khol Ghati, where tourist flock in large number.

Vinod Chandrakar charged that the drug mafia is unbridled in the state

Collector 
celebrates 
Rakhi with 
elderly
KOREA : On the festival of 
Rakshabandhan on Mon-
day, Collector of Korea, 
Mrs. Tripathi paid a visit 
to an old age home in the 
district and inspected the 
premises while inquiring 
about the health of the 
elders living there. She 
got direct information 
from the elders about any 
kind of trouble or problem 
during their stay. She also 
received information about 
food, breakfast along with 
cleanliness in the ashram. 
Collector Mrs. Tripathi 
instructed the officers to 
provide food and break-
fast as per the menu and to 
check health on time.

While talking to the 
elderly Mr. Manoj Sinha, 
Mrs. Chandan Tripathi 
instructed the officer of 
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment to arrange books and 
paintings for the elderly 
and to teach them in the 
old age home the art of 
sign language and talking 
with gestures.

Panchayat 
recognizes 
sanitation 
workers 

PITHORA: On Rakshaband-
han, the Nagar Panchayat 
Chairman invited all the 
sanitation workers of the 
Nagar Panchayat to his 
personal residence and 
congratulated them on 
Rakshabandhan. Also, 
he tied Rakhi to all the 
sanitation workers and 
increased their respect 
by giving them the title 
of Swachhta Didi. On the 
holy occasion of Rak-
shabandhan, all the san-
itation workers sisters 
were very happy with the 
respect and sisterly love 
given by the Nagar Pan-
chayat Chairman. 

KASDOL: The World Adi-
vasi Mool Nivasi Parba 
Tihar program was orga-
nized by Sarva Adivasi 
Samaj in Kasdol town on 
Sunday, in which Kasdol 
MLA Sandeep Sahu partic-
ipated as a guest. 

During this, he offered 
prayers and congratulated 
the Sarva Adivasi Samaj 
and said that the contri-
bution of the tribal society 
in the protection of nature 
and culture as well as the 
country is incomparable. 

It is because of the 
protection of our water, 
forest and land and the 

unwavering love of the 
tribal society towards 
the environment that the 

protection of our natural 
heritage is being ensured 

today. We all salute the 
tireless hard work and 
contribution of the tribal 
society for making the 
coming generations aware 
of our religious traditions, 
centers of faith, mytholog-
ical civilizations and the 
glorious heritage of India 
along with nature. He fur-
ther said that today the 
tribal society in Chhattis-
garh has a valuable contri-
bution in preserving our 
cultural and traditional 
culture. 

Central Chronicle News

Ajay Chandrakar said 
as the chief guest that 
he is ready for every 
work for Mendarka 
and will fulfill all the 
demands.

KURUD: Inauguration and 
Bhoomi Pujan of various 
development works in 
Gram Panchayat Men-
darka was done in the 
presence of regional MLA 
Ajay Chandrakar. The pro-
gram was presided over 
by Nemin Sinha Sarpanch 
and special guests Kulesh-
war Chandrakar Mandal 
President, Krishnakant 
Sahu MLA representative, 
Thaneshwar Sahu Sector 
Co-in-charge, Prabhat Bais 
Mandal General Secre-
tary, Vaibhav Chandrakar, 
Ganesh Sinha, Ramkumar 
Markande, Sanat Sahu, 
Osaram Sahu were pres-
ent.

On the occasion of 
Bhoomi Pujan and inau-
guration of various devel-
opment works in Gram 
Panchayat Mendarka, Ajay 

Chandrakar said as the 
chief guest that he is ready 
for every work for Men-
darka and will fulfill all the 
demands. To ensure that 
the people do not wander 
here and there for educa-
tion, he has got many mid-
dle schools approved in 
the assembly in which new 
subjects like BA LLB, B.Ed 
will be taught in Parswani 
Middle School and Kurud 
College in Kurud. He fur-
ther said that the land 

holding is the same as it 
was earlier but the popu-
lation has increased due 
to which the farming of big 
farmers got divided among 
the families and today 
they have become small 
farmers. 

Looking at all these sit-
uations, the youth should 
now focus on technical 
education, for this he said 
that the assembly should 
focus on subjects like 
milk refrigeration, animal 
husbandry, fish farming 
and all the resources to 
become financially strong. 
The women tied a rakhi 
sutra to the MLA and con-
gratulated him on the fes-
tival of Rakshabandhan. 
The villagers from nearby 
areas were also present 
in the program in which 
eminent people includ-
ing Gandhi Sahu, Kamdev 
Banjare, Mishri Sinha, San-
jay Sahu, Hemaram and 
others were present.

Foundation stone was laid for various development works in Gram 
Panchayat Mendarka.
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Maharashtra 
tops the list with 
largest road 
network
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ANWARI: State level Satnami Maha 
Sammelan will be organized on 24th 
August in Dhamtari. In the said event, 
thousands of social workers of the 
state will gather at Guru Bal Das Bha-
wan in Jodhpur, Dhamtari under the 
leadership of Guru Bal Das Saheb of 
Satnami community. For this, the 
process of inviting Guru descendants, 
social MLAs, ministers, district heads 
of different districts, social thinkers 
of the society, sharp speakers is in its 
final stage. District President Kapil 

Deshlahare told that to make the orga-
nized Maha Sammelan successful, all 
the Guru descendants including Guru 
Baldas Saheb, Guru Khuswant Saheb, 
Guru Rudra Kumar have been invited. 
Also, he has personally reached out 
and invited the public representa-
tives of the society like Ahiwara MLA 
Doman Lal Korsevad, Bilaigarh MLA 
Kavita Pran Lahare, former minister 
Dr. Shiv Dahria, District Panchayat 
President Dhamtari Kanti Sonwani to 
bring them on one platform. 

Satnami Samaj Maha Sammelan scheduled  
for August 24 in Dhamtari

HIGHLIGHT

z The same liquor 
which the BJP members 
opposed while in 
opposition, now seems 
like nectar to them.

z Chandrakar said 
that the drug mafia is 
unbridled in the state, 
it is clear from this that 
the drug dealers have 
the protection of the BJP 
government.

FACTFILE

z To ensure that the 
people do not wander 
here and there for 
education, he has got 
many middle schools 
approved in the 
assembly.

Action under necessary 
Act and RCC will be taken 
against those misusing the 

allotment of govt shops.  
Anurag Pandey

Collector Bijapur
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| WORLD ADIVASI MOOL NIVASI PARBA TIHAR PROG | 

‘Contribution of tribal protecting nature incomparable’

KATGI-KASDOL: In Devpur under 
Baya Chowki, the accused got upset 
with the deceased for building a 
new house for himself and abusing 
after drinking alcohol everyday and 
killed his brother in a fit of rage. And 
the killer was so clever that to make 
the murder look like a suicide, the 
body of the deceased was hanged 
on a noose. And to avoid suspicion, 
the accused himself cut the rope of 
the noose and took the deceased to 
Pithora Hospital for treatment where 
on the basis of circumstantial evi-
dence, interrogation of witnesses 
and PM report, the entire conspiracy 
has been disclosed and the process 
of formally arresting the accused 
Ajay and presenting him before the 
honorable court and sending him to 
jail is being done. 

CRIME

Man strangles own 
brother to death over 
constant abusing

KHAIRAGARH: Pensioners Association 
hoisted the flag on Independence Day 
in Dauchaura. During this, members 
of the association, holding the tricolor 
in their hands, garlanded the statue 
of martyr Nikesh Yadav and paid 
homage. Thereafter, various literary 
programs were organized in the Pen-
sioner Sabha Bhawan where the chief 
guest Dayaram Nirmalkar presented 
an inspiring story of Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s sacrifice, martyrdom and patrio-
tism towards the country. Before this, 
Dr. Jeevan Yadav recited a poem on 
the story of independence and mar-
tyrdom of martyrs. Dr. Prashant Jha 
emphasized on making pensioners 
active. 

District President of the Association 
Basant Yadav congratulated every-
one on Independence Day. Sudama 
Kothale discussed the condition and 
development of India before and after 
independence. Mansharam Simkar 
and Makhan Lal Bhimte aroused the 
spirit of patriotism among the peo-
ple by singing patriotic songs. Mad-
hukar Chokhandre talked about giv-
ing every possible contribution to the 
association. Motilal Yadav presented 
Bujhaula. 

I-DAY

Pensioners celebrate 
Independence Day with 
literary programme

|  D E V E L O P M E N T  W O R K S  |

Youth should prioritize 
technical education: Ajay

PLANTATION

NSS volunteers create 
a greener campus at 
MVGPGC, Bhakhara

ANWARI: In Maharishi Vedvyas Gov-
ernment Post Graduate College 
(MVGPGC) Bhakhara, under the 
direction of Principal Dr. Sanjay 
Sharma and guidance of NSS Program 
Officer Janendra Banjare, the vol-
unteers of National Service Scheme 
unit conducted cleanliness and tree 
plantation campaign and made the 
students aware. The plants planted 
under Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam Abhiyan 
were nourished, the surrounding 
weeds were cleaned. The volunteers 
cleaned the garden and gave fertilizer 
to the plants. 

RAKHI CELEBRATIONS

Rakhi bonds 
strengthened amidst 
festive celebrations

KHARORA: Rakhi festival was celebrated 
with great pomp on Monday. As soon 
as Bhadra ended after 1:30 in the after-
noon, sisters tied rakhi on the wrists 
of brothers. After tying rakhi, brothers 
also gave various gifts to their sisters. 
Sisters were seen waiting for their 
brothers after getting ready. As soon 
as the brothers arrived, they were wel-
comed with enthusiasm. 

Sisters decorated the plate with 
tilak, flowers, grass, rakhi and sweets 
along with diya and made the brothers 
sit on a seat. After this, the process of 
worship was completed by applying 
tilak to the brothers. Also, sisters tied 
rakhi on the wrists of their brothers 
and wished them a long life.

Sisters and brothers fed each other 
sweets. During this, brothers also 
promised to protect their sisters. 

Tribals have been 
doing incomparable 
work of preserving 

our cultural and 
natural heritage 

since ancient times.   
Sandeep Sahu

MLA Kasdol

Grand Pran 
Pratishtha 
ceremony 
held
KHAIRAGARH: Pran Prat-
ishtha of Lord Shiva was 
organized in Ward No. 03 
of Gram Panchayat Atiksa. 
District Panchayat Vice 
President Vikrant Singh 
was present as the chief 
guest in the program, 
while District BJP President 
Ghamman Sahu presided 
over it and District BJYM 
President Ayesh Singh 
was present as the special 
guest.  During the program, 
the villagers along with the 
guests participated in the 
Pran Pratishtha.

Preprations for Maha Sammelan

Clouds floating above the mountain ranges



Youth dead as car 
collides with tree on 
state highway 

Mahasamund’s sporting 
pride recognized on I-Day

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGADH: A high-
speed car lost control 
and collided with a tree 
on Rajnandgaon-Ka-
birdham State Highway, 
resulting in the death of 
a young man. Accord-
ing to information, 31 
year old Mukesh Kumar 
Bidani, son of Chandrab-
hushan Bidani, a resident 
of village Bharregaon 
under police station Surgi 
area, was coming from 
Rajnandgaon to Khaira-
garh in his new Maruti 
Ignis car no. CG 08 AV 
9159 on the day of Rak-
shabandhan, when at 
around 2.15 pm, the car 
went out of control and 
collided with a huge Rian 
tree near village Dapka 
Mor, just before Khaira-
garh on the state high-
way.  After the accident, 
eyewitnesses told that 

the youth’s car went out 
of control in village Pen-
drikala also just before 
the accident and some 
villagers standing on the 
side of the state highway 
in Gang escaped, after 
which the car met with 
an accident at Dapka Mor 
along with the driver. The 
accident was so terrible 
that the right side of the 
car was shattered while 
the young man Mukesh, 
who was in the car, died 
on the spot.

After getting infor-
mation about the inci-
dent, the Khairagarh 
police team reached 
the spot and took out 
the body of the young 
man from the car after 
a lot of effort and there-
after the blood-soaked 
young man was brought 
to Khairagarh Civil Hos-
pital where the doctors 
declared him dead. 

PITHORA: Players doing 
excellent work in the field 
of sports were honored by 
Dayal Das Baghel (Food, 
Civil, Supply and Consumer 
Protection Department, 
Chhattisgarh Government) 
in the main function of Inde-
pendence Day organized at 
Mini Stadium Mahasamund 
for various sports activities.  
Among the players honored 
were Hemant Khute, Sec-
retary of Mahasamund and 
State Chess Association for 
giving free chess training to 

more than 3000 children 
under Chess in Schools, 
Sonia Bande for winning 
medal in National Cham-
pionship, Ojaswi Chan-
drakar for winning medal in 
National Netball, Ayush Nir-
malkar for National Junior 
Handball, SM Imran and 
Tabassum for winning gold 
medal in National Minigolf 
Mixed Double Champion-
ship, Tilak Chand Sahu and 
Devendra Diwan for medal 
and merit in International 
Yoga Festival. 

Central Chronicle News

On the occasion of 
Rakshabandhan festi-
val of Lord Bholenath 
was performed in all 
Lord Shiva temples of 
the city.

RAJNANDGAON: A crowd 
of devotees thronged 
Shiva temples on the 
fifth Monday of Sawan 
month. On the occasion 
of Rakshabandhan fes-
tival, Lord Bholenath 
was worshipped in all 
the Shiva temples of the 
city with rituals and dev-
otees tied Raksha Sutra 
Rakhi to Lord Bhole-
shankar on the festival 
of Rakshabandhan and 
performed aarti with 
camphor lamp by offer-
ing Jalabhishek, Dug-
dhbhishek, Belpatra, 
Kaner, Fudhar Dhatura 
flower, Shriphal etc. 

Latarani Lal JK Vaish-
nav, patron of Rani 

Mandir Samiti Chhuik-
hadan, informed that 

in the month of Sawan, 
Mahila Ramayan Man-
dali Baisaab Mandir and 
Bajrang Ramayan Man-
dali Jas Samiti Chhui-
khadan go to all the 
temples and perform 
bhajan kirtan. 

On the occasion, dev-
otees recite the stories of 
twelve Jyotirlingas, chant 

Mahamrityunjaya man-
tra, and recite Shri Shiv 
Chalisa and Shiv Tandava 
Stotra and Pandit Pra-
deep Mishra’s statement 
that a pot of water is the 
solution to all problems 
has led to a great increase 
in the number of devo-
tees of Lord Shiv Shankar 
in the region too.

|  ‘ S A W A N  S O M W A R ’  |

Devotees throng Shiva 
temples on fifth Monday

Four pipes of 
oxygen plant worth 
Rs. 40,000 stolen
Central Chronicle News

KURUD : Four pipes of 
oxygen plant of Com-
munity Health Center 
Kurud, was stolen here 
in the region from Civil 
Hospital Kurud Oxygen 
House. The 04 pipes of 
the oxygen plant worth 
Rs. 40,000/- were sto-
len in broad daylight 
and a crime was regis-
tered at Kurud Police 
Station and immediate 
action was taken. The 
police station in-charge 
and police station staff 
traced the accused and 
took the accused Durga 
Prasad Dhruv father Rad-
heshyam Dhruv age 28 
years resident of Kanhar-
puri police station Kurud 
district Dhamtari into 
custody and strictly inter-
rogated him. 04 pieces of 
oxygen pipe of 3.3 feet, 
04 bolts, 04 nuts, 04 
coppers, 01 pane, which 
were hidden behind the 
hospital, were seized 
from him and evidence of 

crime was found. Action 
was taken against the 
accused in Kurud Police 
Station under Crime No. 
360/24 Section 331 (3), 
305 (e) BNS. The accused 
was duly arrested and 
presented in the judicial 
remand to the Hon’ble 
Court and sent to the dis-
trict jail. In the proceed-
ings, police station in-
charge Kurud Inspector 
Arun Sahu, Sub Inspector 
Suresh Nand, R. Dilesh-
war Tandon, R. Mahesh 
Sahu, Lokesh Sinha had 
special contributions.

A crowd of devotees thronged Shiva temples on the fifth Monday of Sawan month.

FASTFACTS

z Devotees tied 
Raksha Sutra Rakhi 
to Lord Bholeshankar 
on the festival of 
Rakshabandhan and 
performed aarti

Worship of Lord 
Shivaji located at 
Mahadeva Dham 

was completed 
with rituals. 

Dwarkadheesh Yadav 
MLA Bagbahra

Central Chronicle News

BAGBAHARA: On the last 
Monday of Sawan month, 
former Parliamentary 
Secretary of Chhattisgarh 
Government and current 
MLA Dwarkadhish Yadav 
reached the famous Shaiv 
Tirtha Mahadevadham 
of Komakhan area falling 
under his assembly con-
stituency and worshiped 
Baba Bijjeshwar Nath 
located in Mahadeva. 

During the worship, 
MLA Mr. Yadav wished 
for long life, health and 

prosperity of the resi-
dents of the entire state 
including the area. The 
MLA said that today is the 

last Monday of the month 
of Sawan and this year, 
there are five Mondays 
in the month of Sawan, 
in which Shravan Purn-
ima falls on the last Mon-

day, which increases the 
importance of this year’s 
Sawan month even more. 

Therefore, today the 
worship of Shivaji located 
at Mahadeva Dham, 
which comes under the 
assembly constituency, 
was completed with due 
rituals. The MLA further 
said that today the festi-
val of Rakshabandhan is 
being celebrated in the 
whole country as well 
as the whole world, in 
which sisters tie Rakhi to 
their brothers and ask for 
a promise of protection, 

therefore appealing to 
all the brothers to safe-
guard the honour of their 
sisters.  Narendra Jain, 
Somnath Chandrakar, 
Nitin Jain, Golu Jain, 
Pankaj Jain, Chhotu Jain, 
Dhairya Jain, Sameer 
Khan, Shashank Shrivas, 
Devgya Chandrakar, Sonu 
Yadav Isran Khan and a 
large number of temple 
committee officials and 
members who reached 
Mahadeva from various 
areas of Chhattisgarh to 
perform Jalabhishek were 
also present.

|  0000 | 

MLA Yadav pays reverence at Mahadeva Dham 
Anganwadi Bhawan 
inaugurated 
Central Chronicle News

KURUD: With the recom-
mendation of Women and 
Child Development and 
former in-charge Minister 
of the district Anila Bhendia 
and special efforts of Manju 
Pramod Sahu, Ward Coun-
cilor and Vice President 
Nagar Panchayat Kurud, 
the new Anganwadi Bha-
wan constructed at a cost 
of about Rs 07 lakh from 
DMF Fund was inaugu-
rated in Sanjay Nagar Ward 
No. 14. The chief guest of 
the function was Tapan 

Chandrakar, President, 
Nagar Panchayat Kurud 
and the function was pre-
sided over by Manju Pra-
mod Sahu, Vice President, 
Nagar Panchayat Kurud 
and the special guests were 
Pramod Sahu, former Vice 
President, Mandi Board, 
Chairman Manish Sahu, 
Councilors Devvrat Sahu 
and Rakhi Chandrakar. 

Central Chronicle News

KURUD: A case of 
embezzlement of lakhs 
of rupees from medi-
cine sellers located in 
the city has come to 
light. As per informa-
tion one Ashutosh Singh 
posted as SIO in Ramkey 
Crop Science Solution 
Pvt. Ltd. (Corteva Agri-
cultural Medicine) took 
to dupe various deal-
ers of the region and 
absconded with the 
money tampering with 
the bills and invoice. 
Reportedly he took agri-
cultural medicine worth 
Rs 527405 on his name 
on 28 December 2023 
on different challan 
bills, agricultural medi-
cine worth Rs 371799 on 
9 January 2024 and agri-
cultural medicine worth 
Rs 2043008 in the name 
of Om Traders Basna on 
8 January 2024, total-
ling Rs 3348611 and 
absconded from the 
shop. 

When the accused did 
not deposit the money of 
all the four bills, the shop 
operator tried to contact 
him through phone on 
9 January it went unan-
swered, after which 
a search for him was 
started. 

According to the 
information received 
from Kurud police, Vish-
wanath Chandrakar, 

the operator of Kisan 
Sansar Krishi medicine 
shop, has Ramkey Crop 
Science Solution Pvt. 

Ltd. (Corteva Agricul-
tural Medicine) is the 
dealership of the com-
pany, with its headquar-

ters in Delhi and office 
in Raipur. 

For company dealer 
support, two years ago 
Corteva Company had 
appointed Ashutosh 
Singh, son of Shiva 
Singh, address Mukand-
pur, Tehsil Tarabanj, 
District Gonda, Uttar 
Pradesh, on SIO post in 
Kurud. After the inci-
dent, the police arrested 
the accused from UP and 
sent him to jail. 

On strict interroga-
tion, it was also learnt 
that complaints of two 
other firms have been 
lodged against Ashutosh 
Singh, in which 
Ashutosh accepted tak-
ing medicines from 
these shops and sell-
ing them to Kisan Beej 
Bhandar Bagbahara at 
a low rate by defraud-
ing Rs 1.20 crore from 
Krishna Fertilizers 
Kurud and Rs 78 lakh 
from Ashish Traders 
Sihawa and accepted 
giving medicines worth 
Rs 8 crore to Kisan Beej 
Bhandar Bagbahara at a 
low rate in two years. 

SIO of Phrama Co dupes 
medicines worth lakhs

SIO in Ramkey Crop Science Solution Pvt. Ltd. (Corteva Agricultural 
Medicine) duped various dealers of the region.

FASTFACTS

z For company dealer 
support, two years ago 
Corteva Company had 
appointed Ashutosh 
Singh, as SHO and he 
embezzled funds  
worth lakhs.

Accused in embezzlement of funds worth lakh taken into arrest.

Accused taken into arrest, sent to Jail

Also, the complainant firms to whom the money 
is still to be paid have been admitted to be around 
1 crore from Kisan Beej Bagbahara, 8.5 lakhs from 
Shubhankar Singh, 3 lakhs from Sudhanshu Singh 
and 2 lakhs from one Mr. Anuj. The accused is behind 
bars and the investigation of the case is on, and 
meanwhile Police station in-charge Kurud Arun Sahu 
said that an FIR of fraud was lodged by the propri-
etor of Kisan Sansar, on which the accused has been 
arrested and sent to jail on remand.

Tushi Dakliya 
secures 2nd 
position 
KHAIRAGARH: Tushi 
Dakliya, originally from 
the music city of Khaira-
garh, has increased the 
pride of Chhattisgarh by 
securing second position 
in the merit list in the 
entire India in the com-
plete life management 
(primary) under the joint 
aegis of Jain Honorary 
University Bangalore and 
Vichakshan Jain Vidyap-
eeth Raipur.  This course 
has been started with 
the holy inspiration of 
Param Pujya Adhyatma 
Yogi Upadhyay Pravar 
Shri Mahendra Sagar Ji 
Maharaj Sahab and Param 
Pujya Yuva Manishi Upa-
dhyay Pravar Shri Manish 
Sagar Ji Maharaj Sahab, 
which is a six month cer-
tificate course.

I-Day 
celebrated  
at SSM
MCB: Independence 
Day was celebrated at 
Saraswati Shishu Mandir, 
and the Chief Guest of 
the occasion, Sanjay Rai 
hoisted the flag after offer-
ing flowers and worship to 
the statue of Maa Saraswati 
and Bharat Mata. After 
which the children gave a 
beautiful rendition of the 
national anthem Jana Gana 
Mana. The chief guest 
also reminded about our 
Bharat Akhand Rahe and 
the brave warriors, includ-
ing Prabhat Pheri was 
done by the children of 
various nearby schools in 
which children from vari-
ous schools participated. 

ABVP take to 
protest against 
Kolkata  
rape case
KHAIRAGARH: ABVP stu-
dents of Khairagarh took to 
protest in the recent rape 
and murder of a junior 
doctor in Kolkata, West 
Bengal, by taking out a rally 
from Rajiv Chowk to Gol 
Bazar. They accused the 
TMC government of play-
ing with the protection of 
women folks in the State. 
After the demonstration, a 
memorandum was submit-
ted to the SDM in which the 
accused in the rape case 
was demanded to be given 
death penalty.  During 
this, state executive mem-
ber Gulshan Bhagat, city 
co-minister Mahesh Patel, 
Jitesh Bisen, city office 
minister Rajhans Verma, 
city office co-minister Man-
ish Patel, SFD chief Ritik 
Kandra, SFS chief Mayank 
Prajapati, college chief 
Chitrasen Sahu, city exec-
utive Anmol Singh, Ash-
ish Verma, Harsh Verma, 
Vinay, Sujal, Chintu, Karan, 
Shyam, Apoorv, Harsh, 
Piyush, Suryakant, Vijay, 
Sushant, Tejeshwar and 
Nikhil along with ABVP 
workers were present.

ACCIDEN

Father and 
daughter injured 
in road accident

KHAIRAGARH: A father 
and daughter returning 
home after celebrating 
the festival of Raksha 
Bandhan were injured in 
a road accident. Accord-
ing to the informa-
tion, resident of village 
Katangikala, Aink Ram 
Verma, S/o Ballaram, age 
40 years, had gone to 
village Baghmarra with 
his 19-year-old daughter 
Omkumari on his motor-
cycle Hero Honda No CG 
07 LG 6169 and while on 
return, they collided with 
an e-rickshaw near Mira-
bai Chowk of the city. 

Both father and daugh-
ter have been seriously 
injured in this accident. 
It is being told that the 
speed of the vehicle was 
high and during this time 
the driver father could 
not control his vehicle 
and his vehicle directly 
collided with the e-rick-
shaw, causing grave inju-
ries to both.

FESTIVAL

RAKHI

Rakshabandhan 
celebrated in ABC 
Public School

Rakshabandhan 
celebrated with 
joy and devotion

KHARORA : Keeping alive 
the spirit hood of the festi-
val of Rakshabandhan, stu-
dents of ABC Public School, 
Saragaon celeberted the 
festival with students from 
nursery to tenth tying rakhi 
to each other.On the occa-
sion, a Rakhi making com-
petition was organized at 
the school level in which 
children from class III to 
X participated enthusias-
tically and the children 
made Rakhis using attrac-
tive looking materials like 
paddy, flowers, seeds and 
pearl garland and later 
were tied to ITBP soldiers, 
in the CRPF camp. The 
children described the 
golden moments spent 
with the brave soldiers 
as very encouraging and 
inspiring and the sol-
diers also were delighted 
to receive the self-made 
Rakhis of the children. 
The school management 
appreciated the artis-
tic skills of the Rakhis 
made by the children and 
extended heartfelt wishes 
of Raksha Bandhan to all 
the sisters of the country.

BIRKONI: Raksha-
bandhan, the festival 
of unbreakable love 
between brothers and 
sisters, was celebrated 
with joy and tradition 
in the region including 
village Birkoni. Sisters 
decorated the wrists of 
brothers with Raksha 
Sutra, as they had already 
made preparations for 
this festival, a symbol of 
love between brothers 
and sisters. There was 
an atmosphere of excite-
ment about Rakshaband-
han from small children 
to elders and various 
gifts and savouries were 
exchanged between to 
mark the day.

NEWSLINE
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Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Lack of 
mechanisms to directly 
assess teaching quality, 
huge fluctuations in rank-
ings, inadequate trans-
parency in methodology 
and reliance on self-re-
ported data, are among 
the inconsistencies in 
the education ministry’s 
ranking framework for 
higher education insti-
tutions, according to a 
research paper.

Authored by former 
IIT-Delhi director and 
current vice chancellor of 
Birla Institute of Technol-
ogy and Science (BITS) V 
Ramgopal Rao, the paper 
has been published in the 
‘Current Science’ journal. 

It has been co-authored 
by Abhishek Singh, also 
from BITS, Pilani.

“While the NIRF rank-
ings aim to enhance trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity, the present study has 
identified several incon-
sistencies, thus raising 
concerns about their 
reliability,” said the paper 
titled ‘Unpacking incon-
sistencies in the NIRF 
rankings’. “These include 
huge fluctuations in the 
rankings, overemphasis 
on bibliometrics neglect-
ing non-traditional 
research outputs, subjec-
tive nature of perception 
rankings that introduces 
biases, challenges in the 
regional diversity met-
ric, overlooking teach-

ing quality, inadequate 
transparency in method-
ology, questions about 
data integrity and limited 
global benchmarking,” it 
noted. “The omission of 
these evaluation methods 
hinders a comprehensive 
assessment of teaching 
effectiveness, leading to 

an incomplete depiction 
of the educational prow-
ess of an institution.

“Moreover, the NIRF 
rankings overlook the 
practical dimension of 
teaching, a crucial aspect 
in various disciplines,” 
the paper said. The study 
has also flagged the vari-
ability in the positions of 
institutions from year to 
year. “While some fluc-
tuations may be attrib-
uted to genuine changes 
in performance, others 
might result from fac-
tors beyond the control 
of an institution, such as 
temporary variations in 
data reporting or inter-
pretation errors. “Unlike 
some international rank-
ing systems, such as the 

QS World University 
Rankings, which utilise a 
damping mechanism to 
spread large, interannual 
swings in data, the NIRF 
rankings lack a similar 
mechanism,” it said.

The absence of a 
comparable mechanism 
in the NIRF framework 
raises questions about 
the ability of the system 
to correct for anomalies 
and errors, potentially 
impacting the stabil-
ity and reliability of the 
rankings, the study said.

The paper noted that 
reliance on self-reported 
data raises pertinent 
questions regarding  
the consistency and accu-
racy of the information 
presented.

Reliance on self reported 
data among inconsistencies

Japan’s Defence Minister Minoru Kihara inspects the Tri-Services Guard of Honour, at South Block in New Delhi, Tuesday.

The ninth edition of the National Institutional Ranking  
Framework (NIRF) was announced earlier this month.

Six-year-old 
boy killed by 
leopard in 
Pauri
KOTDWAR: A six-year-old 
boy was mauled to death 
by a leopard in a village 
in Uttarakhand’s Pauri 
district, officials said on 
Tuesday.

Aditya was playing 
in the courtyard of his 
maternal grandparents’ 
home in Kota village of 
Rikhnikhal block at 7.30 
pm on Monday when the 
leopard pounced on him, 
caught him in his jaws 
and ran into the forest, 
Garhwal DFO Swapnil 
Anirudh said.

His mother and grand-
mother, sitting nearby, 
screamed for help. The 
locals gathered and 
started searching for the 
child. His half-eaten body 
was recovered hours later 
at around 1.30 am from 
the forest nearly one 
kilometre away from the 
spot where the child was 
assaulted by the leopard, 
Anirudh said.

Press Trust Of India

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  
Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan on Tues-
day said the state gov-
ernment was seriously 
considering the vari-
ous recommendations, 
including setting up of a 
tribunal and framing a 
comprehensive Cinema 
Law, given by the Justice 
Hema Committee.

Vijayan also said that 
the action recommended 
by the committee against 
the various crimes 
against women in the 
film industry was already 
being looked into by the 
agencies responsible for 
ensuring law and order in 
the state.

The CM made the 
announcement while 
speaking at a press con-
ference here.

His remarks come in 
the wake of severe crit-
icism of the Left gov-
ernment by opposition 
parties for its silence and 
inaction over the past 
four years, despite receiv-
ing the report.

The Congress-led UDF 
alleged that the Pinarayi 
Vijayan government was 
siding with the ‘hunters’ 
rather than the hapless 
victims.

Press Trust Of India

As many as 30 sub-
urban trains were 
partially cancelled, 
and the Railways 
approached the state 
and civic transport 
bodies to ply extra 
buses.

MUMBAI: The rail roko 
protest at Badlapur sta-
tion in Maharashtra’s 
Thane district on Tues-
day over the alleged sex-
ual abuse of two girl stu-
dents of a kindergarten 
led to the diversion of 12 
long-distance trains via 
alternate routes, while 
authorities arranged 
buses for stranded com-
muters. As many as 30 
suburban trains were 
partially cancelled, and 
the Railways approached 

the state and civic trans-
port bodies to ply extra 
buses. As protesters, 
including several women, 
came onto railway tracks 
and blocked traffic, local 
train services between 
Ambernath and Karjat 
stations were suspended 

from 10.10 am. The pro-
test turned violent as 
agitators vandalised the 
school, where the alleged 
incident occurred last 
week, and also indulged 
in stone-pelting at the 
Badlapur railway station, 
police said.

People block railway tracks to protest against the alleged sexual abuse of two girls at a school.  |  Photo: PTI 

FACTFILE

z The Railways has 
approached the 
state and municipal 
transport bodies to run 
100 extra buses for 
commuters.

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

The Day’s
NUMBERS

TOP SIX STATES BY FOREST COVER
(IN SQ. KM)

India State of 
Forest Report 
2021

Source: Statista
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KOLKATA: The police on Tuesday 
resorted to a “mild lathi-charge” and 
arrested over 20 ABVP activists after a 
scuffle between them during a march 
to the West Bengal health department 
headquarters to protest against the 
alleged rape and murder of an RG Kar 
Hospital medic.

The protestors demanded the res-
ignation of Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee who also doubles up as the 
state’s health and home minister.

The police had put up barricades at 
several roads leading to Swasthya Bha-

van, which the ABVP activists tried to 
breach, a senior officer said.

“We have only one demand - the 
resignation of the chief minister. What 
happened at the (RG Kar) hospital is 
unthinkable,” a woman ABVP activ-
ist said. The police resorted to lathi-
charge to disperse the protestors and 
arrested over 20 ABVP activists includ-
ing its national secretary Rahul Rana.

“Among those arrested, there  
were four women,” a senior police 
officer of Bidhannagar Police Commis-
sionerate said. PTI

Doctor’s rape-murder
Police lathi-charge ABVP activists during protest rally

HIGHLIGHT

z The academicians 
noted that NIRF 
rankings lack specific 
mechanisms to directly 
assess teaching 
quality, overlooking 
crucial aspects 
such as classroom 
observations, student 
evaluations and alumni 
feedback.

|  CM VIJAYAN SAYS | 

‘Govt considering recommendations of Committee’

BHOPAL: The last date for the with-
drawal of nominations for the byelec-
tion to the lone vacant Rajya Sabha seat 
in Madhya Pradesh is shifted to August 
27 instead of August 26 due to the Jan-
mashtami holiday, a top poll official 
stated on Tuesday. The vacancy was 
created after Rajya Sabha member and 
Union minister Jyotiraditya Scindia won 
the Lok Sabha election from the Guna 
constituency. “The process of with-
drawal of nomination papers for Rajya 
Sabha by-election will now be held on 
August 27 instead of August 26 due to 
the Janmashtami holiday,” Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Electoral Officer Anupam 
Rajan stated in a release. The Elec-
tion Commission of India has issued a 
notification regarding the Rajya Sabha 
by-election on August 7. The process of 
filing nominations began on August 14 
and will continue till August 21. PTI

RAJYA SABHA BYPOLL IN MP

Nomination withdrawal 
date shifted to Aug 27 due 
to Janmashtami holiday

ITANAGAR: Three of the four pris-
oners who escaped from Namsai 
jail in Arunachal Pradesh were 
arrested on Tuesday, officials said.

The prisoners, identified as 
Mineswar Dihingia (37), Gopal 
Munda (23), Arjun Kandha (27) and 
Robin Surin (45), had managed to 
break out around 12.30 am on Sun-
day from their cell, they said.

The prisoners assaulted the 
on-duty sentry, IRBn constable 
Pintu Insha, with a dismantled 
ventilator grill and escaped.

Namsai SDPO J Molo said Insha 
is at present undergoing treatment 
at a hospital in Assam’s Dibrugarh.

He said that Dihingia, Kandha 
and Surin were arrested after 
a meticulous search operation. 
While Dihingia was arrested from 
Gohaingaon village, the security 
forces re-arrested Kandha from 
Piyong circle of the district and 
Surin from Nongtaw village. PTI

DISAPPEARANCE OF EVIDENCE

Three of four prisoners 
who escaped from 
Arunachal jail arrested

|  B A D L A P U R  P R O T E S T  |

12 outstation trains diverted; 
Railways arranges buses

HC TELLS JAIL AUTHORITIES

‘Decide Chandrashekar’s 
request for more 
meetings with lawyer’ 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court on 
Tuesday asked the jail authorities here 
to treat as representation a plea by 
alleged conman Sukesh Chandrashe-
kar seeking five virtual meetings with 
his counsel every week.

Chandrashekar, who is lodged in 
Mandoli jail, has said he is only per-
mitted two virtual meetings of 45 min-
utes each per week with his lawyers 
which are not enough for “managing 
the complex and extensive legal mat-
ters he faces”. PTI

ABUSE OF  SCHOOL GIRLS 

‘Woman IPS officer to 
probe Badlapur incident’
NEW DELHI: Maharashtra Deputy Chief 
Minister Devendra Fadnavis on Tuesday 
said an inquiry led by a woman IPS offi-
cer has been ordered into an incident of 
alleged abuse of two school girls in Badla-
pur in Thane district. Talking to reporters 
here, Fadnavis said the state government 
has appointed Arti Singh, an inspector 
general-rank Indian Police Service (IPS) 
officer, to conduct the inquiry. PTI

The action 
recommended 

by the committee 
against the various 

crimes against 
women in the film 

industry was already 
being looked into.  

Pinarayi Vijayan 
Kerala CM

Bal Thackeray 
criticised Rajiv but 

central agencies did 
not harass Shiv Sena.

Uddhav Thackeray 
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief

Japan’s Defence Minister inspects Guard of Honour
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday permit-
ted activist Teesta Setal-
vad to travel to Malaysia 
from August 31 to Sep-
tember 10 for a confer-
ence and asked her to 
file an undertaking that 
she will return to India as 
scheduled.

During the hearing on 
Tuesday, senior advocate 
Kapil Sibal, appearing for 
Setalvad, told a bench of 
Justices B R Gavai and K 
V Viswanathan that she 
has filed an application 
seeking permission to 
travel abroad as the apex 
court had in July last year 
said that her passport 
shall continue to be in 
the custody of the ses-
sions court. “I (Setalvad) 
am seeking your lord-
ships permission to go to 
Malaysia for an anti-ra-
cism conference from 
August 31 to September 
10,” he told the bench.

Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appearing 
for the Gujarat govern-
ment, said she should be 
asked to file an undertak-
ing before the court.

The bench noted 

Mehta’s submission that 
it was necessary that cer-
tain conditions should be 
imposed on her so that 
her return is ensured to 
face the trial. While per-
mitting Setalvad to travel 
to Malaysia, the bench 
said her passport be 
returned to her.

“The petitioner (Setal-
vad) shall file an under-
taking before this court 
that she will return to 
India as scheduled and 
face the trial,” the bench 
said, adding that she shall 
also furnish a solvent 
surety of Rs 10 lakh to 
the satisfaction of the ses-
sions court.

On her return from 

Malaysia, Setalvad shall 
re-surrender her pass-
port with the trial judge, 
the court said.

On July 19 last year, the 
apex court had quashed 
the July 1 order of the 
Gujarat High Court, 
which had denied bail to 
Setalvad in the case.

It had said that Setal-
vad’s passport, which she 
had already surrendered, 
shall continue to be in the 
custody of the sessions 
court, and she would 
not make any attempt to 
influence the witnesses 
and stay away from them.

The top court had 
noted the submissions 
of Setalvad’s counsel 

that the FIR against her 
was lodged following a 
judgment by the apex 
court on June 24, 2022 
in the case of Zakia Jafri, 
who had alleged a larger 
conspiracy behind the 
2002 communal riots 
and challenged the high 
court’s October 5, 2017 
order rejecting her peti-
tion against the finding 
of the Supreme Court-ap-
pointed Special Investi-
gation Team. Jafri is the 
widow of former Con-
gress MP Ehsan Jafri, who 
was among those killed 
at the Gulberg Housing 
Society during the com-
munal riots. Setalvad was 
arrested a day after the 
apex court’s judgment in 
the Zakia Jafri case. 

The FIR against Setal-
vad and two others - for-
mer IPS officer Sanjiv 
Bhatt and former DGP 
RB Sreekumar - followed 
the apex court’s obser-
vation that some people 
kept “the pot boiling” 
of the case “for ulterior 
design” and “all those 
involved in such abuse 
of process, need to be in 
the dock and proceeded 
with in accordance with 
the law”.

SC permits Setalvad 
to travel to Malaysia

The apex court had in July last year granted her regular bail in a case of 
alleged fabrication of documents to frame innocent people in 2002 cases.

12 people sentenced to 
life imprisonment in 
astrologer murder case

Associations to 
continue strike until 
Ministry addresses

Congress to hold 20 
pressers to highlight 
need for JPC

Press Trust Of India

Two miscreants 
in police uniform 
entered the astrol-
oger Tiwari’s house 
and shot him dead 
with a carbine and 
pistol.

JAUNPUR (UP): A local 
court here on Tuesday 
sentenced 12 persons to 
life imprisonment hold-
ing them guilty in the 
murder case of astrologer 
Ramesh Tiwari.

Additional Sessions 
Judge (IV) Rupali Saxena 
convicted the 12 accused 

including shooter Vipul 
and imposed a fine of Rs 
30,000 each.

District Government 
counsel Satish Chandra 
Pandey said that Tiwari, 
who was the astrologer 
of former Chief Minister 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, 
was shot dead in Uncha-
gaon in the Sarpathan 
police station area on 
November 15, 2012.

Two miscreants in 
police uniform entered 
the astrologer Tiwari’s 
house and shot him dead 
with a carbine and pistol. 
Ramesh’s brother Rajesh 
was also injured in this 
incident.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Major doc-
tors’ associations on 
Tuesday announced 
that they would con-
tinue their strike until 
the Health Ministry takes 
concrete action on the 
issue of Clinical Practice 
Allowance (CPA).

On the ninth day of the 
strike, both the Federa-
tion of Resident Doctors’ 
Associations (FORDA) 
and the Federation of 
All India Medical Associ-
ations (FAIMA) released 
statements following 
Tuesday’s Supreme Court 
hearing in the Kolkata 

rape and murder case.
“Following today’s 

Supreme Court hearing 
in the Kolkata rape and 
murder case, the FAIMA 
Doctors Association held 
a pan-India meeting with 
all associated Resident 
Doctors’ Associations 
(RDAs),” the FAIMA said.

The association said 
that it has decided to 
continue the strike 
after thorough discus-
sions with the stake-
holders until the Health  
Ministry takes concrete 
action on the issue  
of Clinical Practice  
Allowance (CPA), the 
statement said.

Press Trust Of India

The Congress has 
stepped up its 
attack on the gov-
ernment over the 
issue after Hin-
denburg Research 
launched a fresh 
broadside against 
market regulator 
SEBI chairperson 
Madhabi Buch.

NEW DELHI: Upping the 
ante over the Adani 
issue, the Congress said 
it will hold 20 press con-
ferences across the coun-
try on Wednesday to 
highlight the need for a 
joint parliamentary com-
mittee probe into the 
matter which has “wide-
spread ramifications for 
the economy”.

Congress general sec-
retary in-charge com-
munications Jairam 
Ramesh, in a post on X, 
said, “Tomorrow, the 

Indian National Congress 
will conduct 20 press 
conferences across the 
country to highlight the 
need for a JPC into the 
Modani Maha Ghotala 
that has widespread 
ramifications for the 
economy, and for crores 
of small investors - for 
whom the integrity of 
capital market regulators 
is essential.”

The opposition party 
has been persistent in 
its attack on the govern-
ment, since Adani Group 
stocks took a beating on 
the bourses in the wake 
of US-based short seller 
Hindenburg Research 
making a litany of alle-
gations, including fraud-
ulent transactions and 
share-price manipula-
tion, on the conglomer-
ate headed by industrial-
ist Gautam Adani.

The Congress has 
stepped up its attack on 
the government alleging 
she and her husband 
had stakes in obscure 
offshore funds used in 
the Adani money siphon-
ing scandal. Buch and 
her husband have since 
denied the allegations 
as baseless and asserted 
that their finances are an 
open book.



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE
“No real change in history has ever been 

achieved by discussions.”
[ Subhash Chandra Bose]

Since  1974  Volume  12  No. 142

|  O U R  V I E W  | 

India’s delicate 
balance between 
Moscow and Kyiv

The upcoming visit of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to Ukraine is a significant diplomatic 
event, occurring in the shadow of a tragic 

loss—the death of a Kerala man in a Ukrainian attack 
on a Russian military camp. This incident, along with 
the approximately ten Indian casualties reported so 
far in the nearly 30-month-long conflict, underscores 
the urgency of PM Modi’s mission. His likely message 
to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy will 
echo the sentiment he expressed to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin: the ongoing conflict must be 
resolved through dialogue and diplomacy. India’s 
strategic autonomy has been evident throughout the 
war, marked by its delicate balancing act between 
its historical ties with Russia and its ongoing engage-
ment with Ukraine. India has not hidden its pro-Rus-
sia inclinations, a stance driven by longstanding 
geopolitical and defense ties. However, this relation-
ship has not precluded India from maintaining com-
munication with Kyiv, positioning itself as a messen-
ger rather than a mediator in this complex conflict. 
Zelenskyy’s pointed criticism of PM Modi’s recent 
visit to Russia, particularly the much-publicized 
hug with Putin, reflected Ukraine’s disappointment 
and frustration with India’s stance. In response, PM 
Modi sought to strike a balance by expressing sorrow 
over the loss of innocent lives in a missile strike on 
a children’s hospital in Kyiv—a gesture that undoubt-
edly displeased Moscow. As PM Modi prepares for 
his meeting with Zelenskyy, Russia will be watching 
closely. Yet, the issue of Indian nationals enlisted in 
the Russian military remains unresolved. Despite 
assurances from Putin during Modi’s last visit, 69 out 
of 91 Indian nationals recruited by the Russian army 
are still awaiting discharge. This unresolved matter 
should be a top priority during the PM’s discussions, 
but India must approach it with caution, ensuring 
that its actions do not strain its crucial relationship 
with Russia. In this diplomatic tightrope walk, India’s 
challenge is clear: it must advocate for its citizens’ 
safety while navigating the complexities of global 
alliances and maintaining its strategic interests.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Siddaramaiah’s fate 
hangs in the balance 
amid scandal

Swift justice needed to protect 
women from violence

Humanity dawned amid death and destruction

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah 
faces a major political crisis after the state 
governor granted permission to prosecute 

him in the Mysore Urban Development Author-
ity (MUDA) land scam. Accused of manipulating 
documents to benefit his wife with prime plots 
in Mysuru, Siddaramaiah has refused to step 
down, alleging political motives behind the gov-
ernor’s decision. The scan-
dal has put the Congress 
party on the defensive, both 
at the state and national 
levels, and has emboldened 
the BJP-JD(S) opposition 
to increase their protests.
With the Deputy Chief 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar 
also embroiled in corrup-
tion cases, the Congress 
government’s moral standing is severely com-
promised. The scandal could impact the party’s 
efforts for a nationwide revival, particularly 
after its significant win in Karnataka. The gov-
ernor’s decision, while legally supported, raises 
questions about selective prosecution, as simi-
lar actions against BJP leaders remain pending. 
The outcome of this case is a crucial test for the 
Congress and its leadership, particularly Rahul 
Gandhi, as they navigate these troubled political 
waters.

Yash Pal Ralhan

straints, including inadequate 
funding and staffing, limit 
the ability of law enforce-
ment agencies to enforce 
laws effectively and respond 
to cases of violence against 
women. Many police stations, 
especially in rural areas, lack 
dedicated women officers or 
special cells to handle such 
cases, leading to improper 
handling and investigation. 

Additionally, political influ-
ence and corruption result in 
selective enforcement of laws, 
where cases involving pow-
erful individuals are either 
suppressed or poorly investi-
gated.

Legal awareness among 
women, particularly in rural 
areas, is also low, limiting 
their ability to seek justice 
and resulting in the under-
utilization of protective laws. 
Many women are unaware of 
their rights under laws like 
the Protection of Women from 
Domestic Violence Act (2005), 
leading to low rates of report-
ing and seeking legal recourse.

To address these chal-
lenges, enhancing the capacity 
of law enforcement agencies 
through training, sensitiza-
tion, and resource allocation 
is crucial. 

Regular gender sensitivity 
training programs for police 
officers, organized by the 
Bureau of Police Research and 
Development, can improve 
case handling. 

Economic empowerment 
initiatives, such as provid-
ing vocational training and 
employment opportunities, 
can reduce women’s depen-
dence on abusive relation-
ships and enable them to 
claim their rights.

Government and civil soci-
ety organizations must work 
together to increase legal lit-
eracy among women, espe-
cially in rural areas, so they 
are aware of their rights and 
available legal avenues. 

Community engagement 
programs that challenge 
patriarchal norms and pro-
mote gender equality are 
essential to bringing about 
cultural change that dis-
courages violence against 
women.

By strengthening law 
enforcement, empowering 
women economically, and 
promoting cultural shifts, 
India can create a safe envi-
ronment for women, ensuring 
their rights and dignity are 
fully protected.

Despite the existence of 
progressive laws like 
the Sexual Harass-

ment of Women at Work-
place Act (2013), their weak 
implementation undermines 
justice for victims. A study 
by the National Commission 
for Women reveals that many 
workplaces lack the internal 
complaints committees cru-
cial for enforcing the Sexual 
Harassment Act. This gap 
highlights the systemic issues 
in monitoring, accountabil-
ity, and institutional support, 
leading to the failure to pro-
tect women adequately.

Corruption within institu-
tions further impedes justice, 
allowing influential perpe-
trators to escape legal con-
sequences through bribery or 
political connections. 

This is compounded by the 
lack of adequate training and 
sensitization on gender issues 
among law enforcement offi-
cials and judicial personnel, 
resulting in victim-blaming 
and mishandling of cases 
related to violence against 
women.

Patriarchal norms, which 
prioritize male dominance 
and control, significantly 
contribute to the persistence 

of violence against women. 
These norms often justify or 
minimize abusive behavior, 
leaving women economically 
dependent on male family 
members and forcing them to 
endure violence. 

Leaving an abusive situ-
ation may result in financial 
instability, further trapping 
women in harmful environ-
ments.

Victims of sexual violence, 
in particular, face severe 
social stigma and exclusion, 
which discourages them from 
reporting crimes or seeking 
justice. 

Media representations 
often sensationalize cases, 
sometimes downplaying the 
severity of the issue or rein-
forcing negative stereotypes 
about victims. 

The cultural stigma 
attached to reporting sexual 
violence leads to underrep-
orting, creating a significant 
gap between the estimated 
incidences of sexual vio-
lence and reported cases. 
This underreporting hin-
ders the enforcement of laws 
designed to protect women, 
leaving many victims without 
recourse.

Institutional resource con-

Darkness gets a relief 
when the sun softly 
touches it at dawn. Our 

pessimism and doubt in the 
goodness of human beings 
similarly get a relief when we 
read reports of people rush-
ing into danger zones, risk-
ing their lives to save others 
without any thought for their 
own safety. This is exactly 
what happened in Wayanad, 
where individuals selflessly 
stepped up to save their fel-
low humans, showing that 
love and humanity transcend 
all boundaries.

They did not select victims 
by their clothes, caste, or 
religion. It was a celebration 
of the bond of love and the 
truth that all of us have origi-
nated from one mother, Mito-
chondrial Eve. Therefore, we 
are all brothers and sisters, 
irrespective of our religion, 
race, caste, or class.

Now, let us move to the 
stage of this real drama. Mul-
tiple downpour-triggered 
landslides caused death and 
devastation, almost com-
pletely wiping out Mundakkai 
and Chooramala villages in 
the picturesque Wayanad dis-
trict of Kerala on July 30.

Gushing waters, tumbling 
boulders, and demonic land-
slides swept away sturdy 
buildings, a school, many 
houses, the living quarters 
of plantation workers, roads, 
and the electricity infra-
structure, besides uprooting 

trees. The natural disaster 
caused widespread devasta-
tion, leaving behind a trail of 
destruction that the residents 
of these villages will never 
forget.Sharath, a 22-year-old 
young man, saw that the roof 
of his home had been blown 
away after landslides hit 
Chooramala. Immediately, 
he took his parents to a safer 
place. But he did not stop 
there. He went out looking 
for other stranded people. 
He rescued 18 before he went 
missing, proving his heroism 
in the most trying of circum-
stances.

Prajeesh, a young man 
in his thirties, ventured up 
the hill with his jeep the 
moment the first landslides 

hit Mundakkai, 3 km uphill 
from Chooramala in the 
small hours of the night. He 
ignored his friends’ warnings 
about making a trip up and 
down a treacherous hill amid 
landslides. 

He made the second trip 
after rescuing many lives in 
his first mission. After his suc-
cessful second trip, rescuing 
several lives, he was last seen 
in his jeep, setting off for his 
third attempt. Prajeesh man-
aged to return twice from the 
dark and furious Mundakkai 
in his jeep full of people. On 
being entreated not to make 
another trip, he said, “Lots 
of people are stranded atop 
the hill. Don’t stop me. I’ll go 
anyway.” Those were his last 

words, spoken with unwav-
ering determination and 
bravery. His loss is a poignant 
reminder of the risks taken 
by those who choose to put 
others before themselves.

On August 1, amid the 
despair, four forest officials 
from Kalpetta and Mundak-
kai had trekked uphill for 
about 7 km looking for survi-
vors and rescued a family of 
six. Their efforts highlighted 
the relentless spirit of those 
who refused to give up, even 
in the face of overwhelming 
odds.

Now comes on the stage 
a young mother. Bhavana, a 
mother of a four-month-old 
and a four-year-old, heard 
that many babies had lost 

their mothers in the Wayanad 
landslides. She immediately 
left for Wayanad on August 1 
along with her husband and 
Youth Congress worker Sajin 
Parekkara to give the chil-
dren who lost their mothers 
her breast milk. She said, 
“I am a mother of two chil-
dren. I can imagine the sit-
uation when children are 
left without mothers. That’s 
what drove me to this deci-
sion.” Her decision inspired 
another woman to offer simi-
lar help, a gesture that speaks 
volumes about the power of 
empathy and maternal love. 
Such acts of kindness under-
score the unbreakable bonds 
of humanity that exist, even 
in the darkest times.

Those two young men, 
four forest officials, and two 
young mothers have reiter-
ated the scientific discovery 
that says all living human 
beings are relatives and have 
originated from one woman. 

You and I, irrespective 
of our religion, race, class, 
caste, country, color, or gen-
der, carry the same genome 
of that mother. This is a 
scientific truth, not man-
made divisions. Even our 
differences in blood groups 
have nothing to do with our 
class, caste, or religion. It is 
time to embrace and cele-
brate this truth in the same 
way these six extraordinary 
human beings celebrated it in 
Wayanad. 

Priyanka Saurabh

Research Scholar 
in Political Sci-
ence, Poetess, 
Independent 
journalist and 

columnist

In the midst of Wayanad’s devastating landslides, acts of profound humanity emerged, highlighting the 
unbreakable bond of love that transcends all boundaries and divisions.  By Sujit De
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The disastrous devastation caused by landslides in Wayanad.
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BJP’s political hypocrisy exposed
By demanding the resignation of Mamata 
Banerjee, BJP has surely cracked the joke of 
the millennium. Why aren’t the “conscien-
tious” BJP leaders demanding resignation 
of the Chief ministers of “Double-engine” 
governed Bihar and Uttarakhand despite 
rape and murder of the 14-year old minor 
Dalit girl and the 33-year-old nurse in 
Muzaffarpur and Bilaspur respectively.  
It proves that vulgar exploitation of an 
unfathomable tragedy in West Bengal 
remains the only goal of BJP so as to take 
political “revenge” of sorts. 

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata

Boosting India’s research excellence
India must strengthen the link between edu-
cational institutions and research to catch up 
with global scientific advancements. A multi-
disciplinary approach, blending old and new 
ideas, enriches research. While brain drain 
has decreased, the lack of original inventions 
remains concerning. The Anusandhan National 
Research Foundation (ANRF), established in 
2024, aims to foster research, but transparency 
in its operations is crucial. A thriving research 
environment demands curiosity, innovation, 
and a strong network of partnerships within 
higher education institutions.

Dr Ganapathi  Bhat, Akola
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NEW DELHI: President 
Droupadi Murmu on 
Tuesday stressed upon 
the need to increase the 
focus on critical minerals 
for green transition. Crit-
ical minerals, including 
lithium, play a crucial 
role in the production of 
clean energy technolo-
gies, from wind turbines 
to electric cars. They are 
particularly in demand 
for the production of bat-

teries for electric cars. 
Speaking during National 
Geoscience Awards func-
tion, Murmu said the 
Critical Minerals Mission 
can provide essential raw 
material for green tran-
sition. For sustainable 
development, she said, 
India is committed to net-
zero emission.

Murmu also said that 
for making India a devel-
oped nation by 2047, 
there is a need for self 
reliance on mineral pro-

duction and mineral 
exploration. Union Coal 
and Mines Minister G Kis-

han Reddy said the gov-
ernment is focusing on 
making India self reliant 
in critical and strategic 
minerals. He further said 
that 14 critical mineral 
blocks have been put on 
sale. The government, 
he said, is giving prior-
ity to offshore blocks 
exploitation. The Centre, 
Reddy said, is committed 
to sustainable develop-
ment. “We will work with 
commitment in order 
to make India a global 

leader in the mining sec-
tor,” he stressed. The gov-
ernment plans to provide 
financial incentives for 
development of critical 
minerals, including lith-
ium. There will also be 
an emphasis on securing 
loans from multilateral 
financial institutions for 
the development of the 
sector. The government 
will focus on global R&D 
collaboration across 
the critical minerals  
value chain. 

Murmu stresses upon more 
focus on critical minerals

Murmu said the Critical Minerals Mission can provide essential raw material for 
green transition. She said, India is committed to net-zero emission.

Press Trust Of India

HARIDWAR: In a significant 
breakthrough, Patanjali’s 
research has revealed that 
black carrots are more 
nutritious than their red 
and orange counterparts. 
The study, which has been 
published in the presti-
gious American journal 
Heliyon by Cell Press, high-
lights that black carrots 
contain a higher amount 

of anthocyanin, a power-
ful antioxidant known for 
its numerous health bene-
fits. Carrots are a staple in 
many households, enjoyed 
in various forms such as 
halwa, juice, or as part of 
savory dishes, especially 
during winter. With sev-
eral varieties available 
in the market, including 
black, orange, and red 
carrots, consumers often 
wonder which type offers 

the most health benefits. 
This new research pro-
vides clarity, establishing 
black carrots as the supe-

rior choice due to their 
rich anthocyanin content.
On the occasion of the 
publication, Acharya 
Balkrishna, a prominent 
figure in the field of tra-
ditional Indian medi-
cine, remarked that the 
research is a testament 
to the profound knowl-
edge embedded in ancient 
Indian texts. 

He emphasized that 
the findings not only high-

light the nutritional and 
health benefits of black 
carrots but also under-
score the importance of 
further research into the 
therapeutic properties of 
plants described in tradi-
tional Indian medicine. 
This study is expected to 
influence dietary habits, 
encouraging more peo-
ple to incorporate black 
carrots into their diet for 
enhanced health benefits.

| PATANJALI’S RESEARCH PUBLISHED IN HELIYON | 

Black Carrots more nutritious than Red, Orange varieties
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BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: Stock market benchmark 
indices Sensex and Nifty soared on 
Tuesday, propelled by robust buying in 
banking, financial and auto stocks amid 
a largely firm trend in global equities. 
The 30-share BSE Sensex rebounded 
378.18 points or 0.47 per cent to settle 
at 80,802.86. During the day, the bench-
mark soared 518.28 points or 0.64 per 
cent to 80,942.96.

Rising for the fourth consecutive day, 
the NSE Nifty surged 126.20 points or 
0.51 per cent to 24,698.85. Among the 
30 Sensex firms, Bajaj Finserv, IndusInd 
Bank, Tech Mahindra, Bajaj Finance, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Axis Bank, NTPC, 
and Sun Pharma were the major gainers. 

On the other hand, Bharti Airtel, ITC, 
Adani Ports, JSW Steel and Tata Motors 
were among the laggards.  In Asian mar-
kets, Seoul and Tokyo settled higher, 
while Shanghai and Hong Kong ended 
lower. European markets were trading 
with gains. The US markets ended in 
positive territory on Monday. “Much of 
the strength and rally at Dalal Street is 
in the backdrop of steady SIP flows by 
retail investors. 

Major Gainers:  Bajaj Finserv, 
IndusInd Bank, Tech Mahindra, Bajaj 
Finance, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Axis 
Bank, NTPC and Sun Pharma.

Major Losers:  Bharti Airtel, ITC, 
Adani Ports, JSW Steel and Tata Motors.

How the markets behave today?
Sensex, Nifty rebounds 370 points; bank, 

finance stocks spurt

Noel Tata, Chairman, CII Africa Committee, Chairman, Tata International, Trent Limited called on VP Jagdeep Dhankhar at Vice-President’s Enclave, in New Delhi. 

The Day’s
NUMBERS

GLOBAL MEAT CONSUMPTION BY 
COUNTRY IN 2022

(kg per Capita)

Source: OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook
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India a priority market; 
seeing digital demand 

across new sectors
Prativa Mohapatra

Adobe India VP and MD.
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MUMBAI: EF Polymer 
proudly represented 
India at the Global 
Youth Summit 2024, 
held in Cantho City, 
Vietnam. The event 
brought together inno-
vators, entrepreneurs, 
and change-makers 
from around the world to discuss and 
showcase solutions for pressing global chal-
lenges. EF Polymer was honored with an 
Appreciation Award for its significant con-
tributions to agriculture development and 
environmental conservation. This recog-
nition underscores EF Polymer’s commit-
ment to creating sustainable and innova-
tive solutions that address critical issues in 
farming and water management. 

“We are incredibly proud to receive this 
recognition at the Global Youth Summit. It 
is a testament to our team’s dedication to 
driving positive change in agriculture and 
environmental conservation. 

MOUS SIGNED

EF Polymer represents 
India at Global Youth 
Summit 2024 in Vietnam

NEW DELHI: Vedanta group firm Hindu-
stan Zinc Ltd on Tuesday said its board 
has approved the second interim divi-
dend of Rs 19 per share for the current 
financial year amounting to Rs 8,028.11 
crore. The board gave the go-ahead 
in a meeting held on Tuesday. “The 
board has considered and approved 
the second interim dividend of Rs 19 
per equity share i.e. 950 per cent on 
face value of Rs 2 per equity share for 
financial year 2024-25 amounting to 
Rs 8,028.11 crore,” Hindustan Zinc Ltd 
(HZL) said in a filing to BSE. PTI had 
earlier reported that HZL is planning 
a special dividend payout of Rs 8,000 
crore to its shareholders in FY25. For 
FY24, HZL paid a total dividend of 
Rs 5,493 crore, with the government 
receiving Rs 1,622 crore for its 29.5 per 
cent stake in the company. In FY23, 
the company set a record by paying 
out a dividend of around Rs 32,000 
crore, with the government receiving 
a substantial Rs 9,500 crore. 

INTERIM DIVIDEND

Hindustan Zinc to pay  
Rs 8,028 cr as 2nd interim 
dividend at Rs 19/share

MUMBAI: Airtel Payments Bank, India’s 
leading digital bank, today announced its 
consolidated results for the first quarter 
ended on 30 June 2024. In a significant 
milestone, for the first time, the Bank’s 
quarterly revenue grew to Rs610 crore, up 
by 52% YoY. The Bank’s net profits stood at 
Rs 7.2 crore, up by 41% YoY. 

During the quarter, the Bank’s Monthly 
Transacting Users (MTU) exceeded 88 mil-
lion giving a boost to customer deposits, 
which grew by 53% YoY to Rs 2,943 crore. 
The Bank’s annualised gross merchan-
dise value (GMV) stands at over Rs 3,400 
bn. The growth in revenue and MTUs has 
been driven primarily by an uptake in the 
Bank’s digital savings bank account along 
with other digital offerings. The Bank’s eco-
friendly NCMC enabled cards are witness-
ing a strong demand and usage. Anubrata 
Biswas, MD and CEO of Airtel Payments 
Bank, said, “We are pleased to report a 
significant milestone this quarter, with our 
revenues surpassing Rs 600 crore for the 
first time. 

Q1 RESULTS

Airtel Payments Bank 
crosses Rs 600 crore of 
quarterly revenue 

Gold rallies 
Rs 1,400 to 
Rs 74,150 per 
10 grams
NEW DELHI:  Gold prices 
saw the sharpest gain 
in the past one month 
and rallied by Rs 1,400 
to touch Rs 74,150 per 
10 grams in the local 
market on Tuesday, 
amid strong global cues. 
The precious metal had 
closed at Rs 72,750 per 
10 grams in the previ-
ous session on Friday. 
Silver price also climbed 
by Rs 3,150 to Rs 87,150 
per kilogram from Rs 
84,000 per kg in the 
previous close. Gold 
prices recorded a steady 
fall after Union Finance 
Minister announced 
import duty cut on the 
metal in the annual bud-
get for FY25. On July 
23, the yellow metal 
had crashed Rs 3,350 to 
touch Rs 72,300 per 10 
grams.  Meanwhile on 
Tuesday, gold of 99.9 
per cent and 99.5 per 
cent purity increased 
by Rs 1,400 each to Rs 
74,150 and Rs 73,800 
per 10 grams, respec-
tively. 

Press Trust Of India

Cement and decorative 
paints poised to be a 
key segment on the 
back of housing and 
infrastructure boom in 
India.

MUMBAI: New Delhi:  Adi-
tya Birla Group Chairman 
Kumar Mangalam Birla on 
Tuesday said the conglom-
erate’s building materi-
als business is expected 
to see significant growth 
over the next several years 
with cement and decora-
tive paints poised to be a 
key segment on the back 
of housing and infrastruc-
ture boom in India. More-
over, the outlook of the 
Indian economy remains 
“positive” supported by 
strengthening of macro-
economic fundamentals, 
a robust financial and 
corporate sector, and a 
resilient external sector. 

The government’s contin-
ued thrust on capex while 
pursuing fiscal consolida-
tion, and consumer and 
business optimism augur 
well for investment and 
consumption demand, he 

said. Birla was addressing 
the AGM of the group’s 
holding firm Grasim, 
which controls the group’s 
flagship firms including 
UltraTech, Aditya Birla 
Finance and other invest-
ments in textiles, chem-
icals and paints. Grasim 
has invested Rs 50,000 
crore in capex over the 
past five years, of which 
77 per cent is dedicated to 
growth initiatives, he said 
adding this would position 
it for sustained growth 

and value creation.
“Remarkably, 40 per 

cent of this amount—
nearly Rs 20,000 crore 
was spent in FY 2023-24 
alone, marking the larg-
est-ever capital expendi-
ture in our history,” he 
added. According to Birla, 
its cement and decora-
tive paints are poised to 
be a key segment of this 
expansion, with “robust 
demand” projected across 
the nation.

“With our cement 
business, UltraTech, our 
decorative paints busi-
ness, Birla Opus, and our 
B2B e-commerce plat-
form for building materi-
als, Birla Pivot, we are 
well-equipped to lead the 
charge in meeting the 
rising needs of India’s 
construction,” said Birla. 
Cement maker UltraTech 
is rapidly scaling its capac-
ity through acquisitions 
and brownfield expan-
sions. 

Aditya Birla Group Chairman Kumar Mangalam Birla. 

FACTFILE

z UltraTech is rapidly 
scaling its capacity 
through acquisitions 
and brownfield 
expansions

|  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  |

‘Building materials business 
to log significant growth’

NUMBER

14
z 14 critical mineral 
blocks have been put 
on sale.

zGovt plans to provide 
financial incentives for 
development of critical 
minerals.

Jagdeep Dhankhar, Noel Tata meet in New Delhi
INDICATORS

World INDICES
Stock	 Value	 % chg

Dow Jones (US)	 40,867.94 	 -0.07%	 î

FTSE 100 Index	 8,277.38 	 -0.95%	 î

Nikkei 225 (JPN)	 438,062.92 	 +1.80%	 ì

CSI 300 (CHN)	300:   3,332.70 	 -0.72%	 î
Index at 05:30 p.m. (IST, August 21, 2024)

Forex RATES
Foreign currency Vs Rupee 

US Dollar	 83.73 (-)	  	 î

Euro	 93.03 (+)	 	 ì

Chinese Yuan	  11.73 (-)	 	 î

UAE Dirham	 22.80 (-)	 	 î

Pakistan Rupee	 0.30 (+)	 	 ì

Sri Lanka Rupee	 0.27 (-)		  î
On August 21, 2024

Share MARKETS

Market	 Close 	 %chg 

Sensex	 80,802.86 	 +0.47	 ì

Nifty	 24,698.85  	 +0.51	 ì

Nifty, MidCap	 58,247.85 	 +0.84	 ì

Nifty SmallCap	 18,839.95 	 +0.47	 ì

Nifty Bank	 50,803.15 	 +0.86	 ì
Closing rates as on August 21, 2024 at 5;30p.m. (IST)



CLOSE UP

Relentless dedication: 
Amitabh Bachchan on the 

drive behind his work ethic
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Trending on Insta

OTT Watch

Actor Vicky Kaushal has announced 
that his period drama Chhaava will 
release in theatres on December 6, 
2024. The film, directed by Laxman 
Utekar and produced by Dinesh Vijan 
of Maddock Films, features Kaushal 
as Maratha emperor Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji Maharaj. The star-studded 
cast includes Rashmika Mandanna 
as Maharani Yesubai and Akshaye 
Khanna as Mughal emperor Aurang-
zeb. The teaser, revealed alongside 
Stree 2 screenings, shows Kaushal in 
fierce battle scenes. The film’s music 
is composed by A.R. Rahman and 
the screenplay is written by Rishi Vir-
mani. The production team shared the 
teaser on social media, promising an 
epic tale of bravery.

Karisma Kapoor, known for her timeless 
elegance, is captivating as a judge on 
India’s Best Dancer. She recently wowed 
in a stunning green Rachel Gilbert dress 
featuring a dramatic sweetheart neck-
line and a sleek column silhouette. The 
off-shoulder design and gentle ruching 
on the sleeves add a touch of romance, 
while the internal cinched waistline 
highlights her figure.

Bollywood

Vicky Kaushal  
unleashes Chhaava  
this December

Fashion

Karisma Kapoor’s  
green gown creates a 
style sensation

@kareenakapoorkhan 

Kareena shares 
Buckingham  
Murders poster
Kareena Kapoor Khan’s The Bucking-
ham Murders teaser drops on August 
20, 2024. She unveiled a new poster 
on social media, fuelling excitement 
for the upcoming suspense thriller 
that promises gripping drama.

@priyankachopra

Baby bonding: Priyanka 
and Preity’s playdate fun
Priyanka Chopra shared a heartwarm-
ing Instagram story of her daughter, 
Malti Marie Chopra Jonas, playing 
with friends in Los Angeles, including 
Preity Zinta’s kids, Jai and Gia Zinta 
Goodenough.

Shraddha Kapoor is making waves 
with her latest hit, Stree 2, directed 
by Amar Kaushik, which has become 
a box office success. The film features 
a cameo by Varun Dhawan. Kapoor 
recently shared a humorous child-
hood memory involving Dhawan. 
She recalled having a crush on him 
during a shoot, where she playfully 
proposed to him by saying, “You love 

I.” Dhawan’s response, “I don’t like 
girls,” left her embarrassed as he ran 
away. Kapoor and Dhawan, who have 
previously worked together in ABCD 
2 and Street Dancer 3D, are now part 
of Maddock Films’ horror-comedy 
universe. Dhawan is preparing for 
releases like Citadel and Baby John, 
while Kapoor is yet to announce her 
next projects.

Performing at an 
optimal level

His recent success 
in “Kalki 2898 AD” and 
his upcoming role in 
the Rajinikanth-star-
rer “Vettaiyan” further 
demonstrate his unwav-
ering dedication to his 
craft. For Bachchan, 
work is more than just a 

job; it’s a profound and 
ongoing journey, driven 
by a deep passion for 
cinema and a desire 
to remain actively 
engaged in his art. His 
enduring commitment 
is a testament to the joy 
and satisfaction found 
in pursuing one’s true 
calling.

The bollywood hot pair
From childhood crush to co-stars: 

Shraddha and Varun

“Prabhas, I am really sad, why 
was he… he was like a joker. 

Why? I want to see a Mad Max. 
I want to see Mel Gibson over 
there. What have you made of 

it? Why do they do such things I 
never understand.” 

Arshad Warsi  
Actor

Web Series

First glimpse  
of Ananya Panday  
in Call Me Bae
After launching Ananya Panday in 
films with Student of the Year 2, 
Karan Johar is now introducing her to 
OTT with the web series Call Me Bae. 
The recent satirical trailer features 
Ananya in a rocket as Karan plans 
her OTT debut. In the humorous clip, 
Karan explains his elaborate launch 
plan, quipping, “We live once, die 
once, but we can be launched several 
times.” When Karan describes Anan-
ya’s role, envisioning her as a wealthy 
girl facing hardship, she playfully 
suggests a less glamorous character. 
The trailer reveals glimpses of Ana-
nya navigating Mumbai life. Created 
by Ishita Moitra and directed by Colin 
D’Cunha, the show also stars Vir Das 
and Gurfateh Pirzada.

Berlin 
investigates 1990s 
Delhi surveillance

“Berlin,” a spy thriller 
starring Aparshakti 

Khurana and Ishwak 
Singh, will premiere 
exclusively on ZEE5. 

Set in 1990s Delhi and 
directed by Atul Sab-
harwal, the film also 

features Rahul Bose and 
Kabir Bedi.

The end is near: 
You finale wraps

Penn Badgley has 
wrapped filming the 

fifth and final season of 
“You,” using a TikTok 

trend to celebrate. The 
series, based on Caroline 
Kepnes’ books, follows 
his obsessive character, 

Joe Goldberg.

Low impact 
trailer for Follow 

Kar Lo Yaar
Prime Video’s Follow 

Kar Lo Yaar falters with 
only 26,000 trailer views 

despite 23.7 million 
subscribers. Uorfi Javed’s 

frustration was evident at a 
Mumbai event, demanding 
press watch the trailer first.

That 90s show 
season  

3 premieres
Season 3 of That ‘90s 

Show brings Leia Forman 
(Callie Haverda) back to 
Point Place in 1996. Red 

and Kitty (Kurtwood 
Smith, Debra Jo Rupp) 

find their home in chaos 
as Leia deals with new 

challenges. Streaming on 
Netflix.

Wake up Dead 
Man: Filming 

complete
Rian Johnson has 

wrapped filming Wake 
Up Dead Man: A Knives 
Out Mystery, the highly 
anticipated third chap-
ter in his hit franchise. 

With Daniel Craig 
returning and a stellar 

cast, the film hits Netflix 
in 2025.

|  HOLLYWOOD | 

Beyond the Glitter: Lady Gaga’s 
heartbreaking confession

Central Chronicle News

Many people have 
often asked Amitabh 
Bachchan about 
why he keep work-
ing more and more 
even at this age. 
Addressing to this, 
the veteran actor 
has come forward 
and finally spoken 
about it.

At 81, Amitabh Bach-
chan’s relentless ded-
ication to his career 
continues to captivate 
and inspire. Despite his 
extensive and celebrated 
filmography, Bachchan 
remains actively involved 
in the industry, prompt-
ing both colleagues and 
fans to question his 
motivations. In a recent 
blog post, Bachchan 
addressed these inquiries 
with honesty, revealing 
that his commitment to 
work is driven by viewing 
each new role as another 
job opportunity rather 
than a response to exter-
nal expectations. Cur-
rently hosting the 16th 
season of “Kaun Banega 
Crorepati,” Bachchan 
acknowledged that while 
others may speculate 
about his reasons for 
continuing to work, his 
motivations are deeply 
personal and some-
what enigmatic. He 
described them as being 
“enclosed, shuttered, 
and locked,” emphasiz-
ing his right to keep his 
reasons private.

Central Chronicle News

Lady Gaga, the avant-
garde pop icon, once 
candidly discussed the 
dark side of fame in a 
revealing interview with 
CBS Sunday Morning’s 
Lee Cowan. While pro-
moting her album Chro-
matica, Gaga opened up 
about how the pressures 
of being a star took a sig-
nificant toll on her men-
tal health. She described 
her struggles with fame, 
noting that it made every-
day activities like grocery 
shopping or dining with 
family nearly impossible 
without unwanted atten-
tion. “You can’t go to the 
grocery store now... it’s 
always about you,” she 

said, highlighting the 
relentless scrutiny she 
faced. Gaga, who has 
been open about her bat-
tles with depression and 
PTSD, admitted that her 
biggest enemy was her-

self. The lyric “pop a 911” 
from her song refers to 
the medication she used 
to manage panic attacks. 
She recounted feeling like 
an object rather than a 
person, particularly when 

confronted by fans or 
paparazzi. “It’s like I’m an 
object, I’m not a person,” 
she explained, reflecting 
on how such incidents left 
her feeling frightened and 
physically pained.

Amitabh Bachchan 
has hosted Kaun 
Banega Crorepati 
for years now.

: Lady Gaga on dealing with 
suicidal thoughts: “I used to 
self-harm” 

Bollywood megastar, Amitabh Bachchan has spoken about the 
dedication to his work after fans pressed him with questions as to why 

he keeps working even at such an advanced age.

HIGHLIGHT

z In a revealing 
throwback interview, 
Lady Gaga shared 
how fame took a toll 
on her mental health, 
admitting she once 
hated being a star. 
Reflecting on her 
struggles, she now 
finds solace in her 
music and piano.
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Menopause is a major 
life transition for 
women, typically 

occurring between ages 45 
and 55, and involves signifi-
cant hormonal changes. 
While the physical symp-
toms—like hot flashes and 
night sweats are widely 
recognized, the impact on 
mental health is equally 
important but often over-
looked. As oestrogen and 
progesterone levels decline, 
they can trigger a range of 
emotional responses. Think 
of it as your body’s inter-
nal climate shifting from 
sunny to stormy. Mood 
swings, anxiety, and even 
depression can arise, mak-
ing you feel like you’re on 
an emotional rollercoaster. 
oestrogen is crucial for 
regulating mood and cog-

nitive function, so its drop 
can leave you more prone 
to irritability, sadness, and 
difficulty concentrating. 
Sleep disturbances caused 
by menopausal symptoms 
can further exacerbate 
these feelings, leading to 
fatigue and increased emo-
tional strain. Imagine trying 
to handle daily tasks with 
a foggy mind and a roller-
coaster mood.

The good news is that 
you don’t have to navigate 
this alone. Embracing a 
healthy lifestyle, includ-
ing regular exercise, a 
balanced diet, and effec-
tive stress management, 
can significantly alleviate 
symptoms. Additionally, 
consulting a healthcare 
provider can offer tailored 
solutions such as hormone 
replacement therapy (HRT) 
or counselling. By address-
ing both the physical and 
mental health impacts of 
menopause, you can turn 
this challenging period into 
an opportunity for growth 
and self-discovery. Under-
standing and managing 
these changes helps you 
approach menopause with 
greater confidence and 
resilience.

HIGHLIGHT

z The changes to your 
hormones during 
perimenopause 
and menopause can 
impact your mental 
health.  You may 
experience feelings 
of overwhelm, stress, 
anxiety or even 
depression.
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DivaDazzle
BEST OF THE REST

Divas on Insta

Janhvi Kapoor sparkled with tradi-
tional charm on Sridevi’s 61st birth-
day during her annual Tirupati visit. 
Dressed in a mustard yellow Kan-
jeevaram saree with a golden-green 
border, she embodied elegance. Her 
saree was paired with a contrasting 
green blouse adorned with golden 
details, creating a striking look. The 
actress completed her ensemble 
with exquisite temple jewellery—a 
necklace, earrings, and a waist 
chain—that added a regal touch. 
With minimal makeup featuring sub-
tle eyeshadow, nude lips, and a gen-
tle highlighter, Janhvi’s beauty shone 
through effortlessly. Her hair was 
styled in a classic bun, enhancing 
her graceful appearance.

As West Nile virus cases rise, staying vigilant is cru-
cial for protecting your health. This virus, spread pri-
marily by mosquitoes, can cause a range of symptoms 
from mild fever and body aches to severe conditions 
like encephalitis. Early symptoms include fever, head-
aches, and rash, while severe cases can lead to more 
serious neurological issues. To guard against infection, use insect 
repellent with DEET, wear long sleeves and pants, and avoid outdoor activities 
during peak mosquito hours, usually dawn and dusk. Ensure your home is mos-
quito-proof with screens on windows and doors and eliminate standing water 
around your property, as it serves as a breeding ground for mosquitoes. 

Celebs

Slaying in Kanjeevaram: 
Janhvi Kapoor’s  
latest look

Wellness  

Don’t get bitten!  
Stay safe from West 
Nile virus

@mkoirala

Manisha Koirala
Actress Manisha Koirala, recently cel-
ebrating her birthday, revealed her 
passion for travel. On Instagram, she 
shared a Reel of her departure from 
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 
International Airport, reflecting her 
love for exploring diverse cultures.

@khushi05k

Khushi Kapoor 
Actress Khushi Kapoor, who debuted 
with ‘The Archies’, is enjoying her 
weekend with her pets. On Insta-
gram, she shared pictures of her dogs 
exploring her home, simply cap-
tioned, “My home.”

As the 70th National Film Awards 
were announced on August 16, Neena 
Gupta’s remarkable journey serves 
as a powerful inspiration. Known for 
her candid approach, Gupta once 
took to social media to openly seek 
work, a move that highlighted her 
resilience and passion for acting. Her 
bold request not only demonstrated 

her determination but also challenged 
conventional norms in the industry. 
Today, as she is celebrated for her 
incredible performances, Gupta’s 
story stands as a testament to perse-
verance and self-belief. Her success 
reminds us that courage and authen-
ticity can pave the way to remarkable 
achievements.

The Inspirors
Neena Gupta: The queen of  

boldness wins big

Achiever

Deepti Sharma: The 
heroine of London 
Spirit’s triumph
In a thrilling finish at Lord’s, Deepti 
Sharma led London Spirit to their 
first-ever women’s Hundred title 
with a dramatic four-wicket win 
over Welsh Fire. Chasing 116, Spirit 
needed four runs from the final 
three balls. Sharma delivered a 
game-changing six over long-on, 
despite a valiant effort by Welsh 
Fire’s Shabnim Ismail, whose catch 
attempt failed. Ismail had earlier 
shone with 3-24, nearly swinging 
the match for Fire with key dismiss-
als. Spirit’s bowlers, including Sarah 
Glenn and Charlie Dean, set up the 
win by restricting Fire to 115-8. The 
game’s tension peaked until Shar-
ma’s decisive shot sealed the victory, 
celebrating Spirit’s historic triumph.

|  FASHION | 

Elevate your style: Saree and kaftan styling ideas
Central Chronicle News

Sarees and kaftans are 
more than just tradi-
tional garments; they 
are fashion chameleons 
that effortlessly blend 
elegance with versatil-
ity. Imagine transform-
ing your look with these 
timeless pieces that adapt 
seamlessly to any occa-
sion. Let’s start with the 
saree, a classic choice 
that never goes out of 
style. The traditional 
Nivi drape, where the 
saree cascades gracefully 
around the waist with 
pleats arranged at the 
front and the pallu ele-
gantly draped over the 
shoulder, is a go-to for 
a sophisticated appear-
ance. For a modern twist, 
consider the lehenga-
style saree, where the 

saree mimics a lehenga 
skirt, providing a fresh 
take on this classic gar-
ment. Pre-stitched sarees 
are also making waves, 
offering a chic, hassle-
free option that doesn’t 
sacrifice style. Now, 

let’s talk about kaftans—
your go-to for a relaxed 
yet stunning look. For 
a casual outing, a kaf-
tan in a vibrant print or 
lightweight fabric paired 
with sandals is perfect 
for effortless chic. When 

you need to step up the 
glamour, look for kaftans 
adorned with intricate 
embroidery or embellish-
ments. Pairing these with 
statement jewellery and 
heeled sandals can ele-
vate your ensemble from 

day to night. A belt can 
also transform the kaftan, 
cinching the waist and 
adding structure to the 
flowing fabric, making it 
versatile enough for any 
event.

Both sarees and kaf-
tans offer endless styling 
possibilities. Play with 
different drapes, fabrics, 
and accessories to create 
looks that are uniquely 
yours, blending tradition 
with a modern flair for 
every occasion.

“I think I have the clarity now that 
I only want to be part of films that 

really reallyreally excite me, and also 
the audience. The audience also has a 

certain expectation of the kind of films 
that I do and should be doing and the 

kind of characters I am playing. “
Shraddha Kapoor  

Actress
Bella

MIND OVER MENOPAUSE

Strategies for hormonal  
balance and mental wellness
In recent years, there has been a growing body of research on how  

menopause affects women’s mental health.

Menopause isn’t just about hot flashes and mood swings.

HIGHLIGHT 
Discover the best ways 
to style adaptable sa-
rees and kaftans, from 
traditional draping to 
modern tweaks and 
boho-chic flare.

Chewing mango leaves might sound unconven-
tional, but this natural remedy is gaining attention 
for its potential weight loss benefits. Rich in anti-
oxidants and nutrients, mango leaves contain com-
pounds that may help regulate blood sugar levels 
and improve metabolism. This could aid in reduc-
ing cravings and promoting fat loss. While chewing 
mango leaves isn’t a miracle solution, incorporat-
ing them into a balanced diet, combined with reg-
ular exercise, might support weight management. 
Always consult with a healthcare professional 
before starting any new weight loss regimen to 
ensure it aligns with your health goals and needs.

There’s a common myth 
that sendha namak (rock 
salt) isn’t allowed dur-
ing fasting because it’s 
still a type of salt, but 
this isn’t true. In fact, 
sendha namak is often 
used during fasting, par-
ticularly in Hindu tra-
ditions. Unlike regular 
table salt, which is heav-
ily processed, sendha 
namak is more natural 
and contains essential 

minerals that help main-
tain electrolyte balance. 
This makes it a suitable 
alternative during fasting 
periods. Its purity and 
minimal processing 
align with fasting prin-
ciples, allowing it to be 
a beneficial choice. As 
always, it’s wise to con-
sult dietary guidelines or 
a healthcare provider to 
ensure it fits within your 
fasting practices.

Myth or Truth:  Sendha Namak: 
Your fasting flavour booster or foe?

Shed those pounds naturally 
with mango leaves

Here’s how you can become an expert at draping and styling.
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LEICESTER: Jamie Vardy still 
knows how to score in the 
Premier League.

The 37-year-old striker 
rescued a point for Leices-
ter in its return to the Pre-
mier League on Monday by 
heading home a second-half 
equaliser in a 1-1 draw 
against Tottenham, which 
had largely dominated the 
first half. Tottenham had 

plenty of opportunities to 
build a bigger lead but new 
signing Dominic Solanke 
was among those guilty of 
missing chances. 

Instead it was Span-
ish defender Pedro Porro 
who made Tottenham’s 
early superiority count 
after 29 minutes when he 
got between two Leicester 
defenders to head James 
Maddison’s cross into the 
net at the far post.

Press Trust Of India

Manu, 22, scripted 
history in Paris by 
becoming the first 
Indian athlete post 
Independence to win 
two medals in a single 
edition of the Olym-
pics .

CHENNAI: Crisscrossing 
the country since return-
ing from Paris with two 
historic Olympic medals, 
ace shooter Manu Bhaker 
was in the southern 
metropolis on Tuesday, 
exhorting students to try 
making a career out of 
sports as it offers “a beau-
tiful life”.

Manu, 22, scripted his-
tory in Paris by becoming 
the first Indian athlete 
post Independence to 
win two medals in a sin-
gle edition of the Olym-
pics, more than making 
up for her forgettable 
games debut in Tokyo 
three years ago.

“My journey, coming 
from the Tokyo Olym-
pics, it was very difficult 
for me to be confident 
again. I was world num-
ber two, but I did not do 
good in it,” a garlanded 
Manu said after being 
felicitated by the Velam-
mal Nexus School here.

“I know the taste of 
losing and then winning. 
It’s the beauty of sports. 
One competition you 
lose, and you can win the 
other. But, it would only 
happen if you put in hard 

work.” Urging young stu-
dents to take up sports 
as career options, Manu 
emphasised on “dream-
ing big” and “hard work”.

“To achieve the goal, 
we must put in a lot of 
hard work and effort. It 
doesn’t always start with 
aiming for something big, 
you also have to work to 
achieve it.

“If you can dream big, 
you can achieve big. So, 
always start by dreaming 
big.

“I always tell myself 

that no matter if I win or 
lose in any competition, 
I’ll always be very con-
fident and hold myself 
high and together, and be 
very confident.

“We have many career 
options. You don’t have 
to become a doctor or an 
engineer. Sports life is a 
beautiful life. From finan-
cial support to any kind 
of it, you get everything 
in sports,” she asserted.

Manu, who won a 
bronze each in the wom-
en’s 10m air pistol and 

10m air pistol mixed 
team event -- where she 
had paired with Sarabjot 
Singh -- weighed in on 
the role of her parents in 
inspiring her.

“My inspiration came 
from my mother. She 
made me the way I am 
today. She told me to take 
inspiration, but not to 
become like anyone else. 
Without parents’ sup-
port, a child cannot do 
much,” Manu said.

“My shooting career 
and journey started at 

my school. In any sport-
ing career, the beginning 
happens first from home, 
and then from school. All 
the parents and teachers 
play a very significant 
role in what you become 
and what you do with 
your life.”

In her career so far, 
Manu has won innumera-
ble medals in top compe-
titions across the world.

Reflecting on her 
journey, the champion 
shooter said she has 
learnt a lot in the last 
few years and urged the 
youngsters to never shy 
away from learning new 
things.

“I have had eight and a 
half years in my shooting 
career. I have travelled 
almost half of the world. 
I have seen different 
kinds of people and cul-
tures, their backgrounds 
and struggles, and also 
known their journeys.

Injured 
Messi out of 
Argentina’s 
squad for 
qualifier
BUENOS AIRES:  Lionel 
Messi will not play in 
Argentina’s next two World 
Cup qualifiers because of 
injury. Argentina coach 
Lionel Scaloni announced 
his 28-man squad on Mon-
day for the matches against 
Chile on September 5 and 
Colombia five days later. 
Messi is still recovering 
from a right ankle injury. 
The 36-year-old Ángel Di 
María, who retired from 
the national team after 
winning the recent Copa 
America, is not on the list 
either. World Cup cham-
pion Argentina leads 
South American qualify-
ing with 15 points after 
six matches. Squad: Goal-
keepers: Walter Benítez 
(PSV Eindhoven), Gerón-
imo Rulli (Olympique 
Marseille), Juan Musso 
(Atalanta), Emiliano 
Martínez (Aston Villa).

| EXPECTING TO WIN THE TITLE  |

Jimmie Vardy scores again on Premier League 

Press Trust Of India

Top-ranked Jannik 
Sinner and women’s 
No. 2 Ayrna Sabalenka 
earned straight-set 
victories in the finals 
of the Cincinnati 
Open, the first titles 
at the tournament for 
both players.

MASON (US):  Top-ranked 
Jannik Sinner and wom-
en’s No. 2 Ayrna Saba-
lenka earned straight-set 
victories in the finals of 
the Cincinnati Open, the 
first titles at the tourna-
ment for both players.

Sabalenka on Monday 
defeated Jessica Pegula 
6-3 7-5 for her first title 
since the Australian Open 
in January.

Sinner, who turned 23 
on Friday, beat American 
Frances Tiafoe 7-6(4) 6-2 

to become the young-
est Cincinnati champion 
since 21-year-old Andy 
Murray won in 2008.

“I’m very happy to 
be in the position where 
I am,” Sinner said. “I’m 
just trying to keep going 
this way mentally. It’s 
important to recover to 
be ready for New York. 
That’s the most impor-
tant thing.” The US Open 
begins on August 26 in 
New York. Sinner and 

Tiafoe were both playing 
in their first Cincinnati 
finals with their previ-
ous best results being 
the third round. Tiafoe 
forced a tiebreak in the 
first set, but three straight 
errors led to a 7-6 defeat.

Sinner had a 5-1 lead in 
the second before Tiafoe 
saved three match points 
to make it 5-2 before Sin-
ner was able to serve out 
for the win. Tiafoe had a 
less conventional path to 

the final. He won the first 
set in the quarterfinals on 
Saturday before Hubert 
Hurkacz retired with a 
calf injury then saved two 
match points to defeat 
Holger Rune in three sets 
in the semis. An Ameri-
can man hasn’t won the 
title in Cincinnati since 
Andy Roddick in 2006.

|  C I N C I N N A T I  O P E N  T E N N I S  |
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Sports
Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

The Day’s
NUMBERS

MOST STUMPING BY WICKET KEEPERS  
IN ODI

Source: crickinfo.com

123

99 

75

73

55

MS  Dhoni        

K. Sangakara     

R.  Kaluwitharana   

Moin Khan  

Adam Gilchrist   

HIGHLIGHT

z “I know the taste of 
losing and then winning. 
It’s the beauty of sports. 
One competition you 
lose, and you can win 
the other. But, it would 
only happen if you put 
in hard work.”, Manu 
said. 

z Urging young students 
to take up sports 
as career options, 
Manu emphasised on 
“dreaming big” and 
“hard work”.

HIGHLIGHT

z Sabalenka on Monday 
defeated Jessica Pegula 
6-3 7-5 for her first title 
since the Australian 
Open in January

z Sinner, who turned 
23 on Friday, beat 
American Frances Tiafoe 
7-6(4) 6-2 to become 
the youngest Cincinnati 
champion since 21-year-
old Andy Murray won in 
2008.

Bangladesh is pinning its hopes 
on all-rounder and former 

lawmaker Shakib Al Hasan to “do 
something special” against pace-
heavy Pakistan in the two-match 

series.So he knows his role,” 
Najmul Hossain Shanto  

Bangladesh cricket captain  
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LONDON:  Brighton signed Georginio 
Rutter from second-tier Leeds late 
Monday, making the France Under-
21 forward a reported record transfer 
buy for the Premier League club.

Brighton said Rutter signed a five-
year deal, with the move reportedly 
valued at a club record 40 million 
pounds ($52 million).

The 22-year-old Rutter had moved 
to England in January 2023 when 
Leeds, then in the Premier League, 
bought him from Hoffenheim in a 
deal worth up to 35 million pounds 
($45.5 million). “Georginio is a player 
who has the capabilities to get fans off 
their seats and really showed what he 
can do in English football with Leeds 
last season,” Brighton coach Fabian 
Hurzeler said. Rutter scored eight 
goals last season as Leeds missed out 
on promotion by losing the Champi-
onship playoff final to Southampton. 
Leeds is majority owned by the San 
Francisco 49ers. PTI

CHENNAI:  Mumbai’s Dhruv Chavan edged 
out Aditya Patnaik to emerge champion in 
the Polo Cup India 2024 racing event here 
on Tuesday. Dhruv (183 points) pipped 
Aditya (170 points) to the post to take the 
title by a mere four points. Ojas Surve set-
tled for the third position with 159 points. 
Aditya jumped into the lead, winning 
Race 1 at the Madras International Circuit. 
But Dhruv took the next race to catch up 
with him. In round 2, Aditya made a strong 
statement by winning the first race. How-
ever, Dhruv was more consistent, securing 
crucial points in rest of the races in the 
round to bag the title. PTI

PREMIER LEAGUE  MOTOR-POLO

Brighton buys French 
forward Georginio Rutter 
for club record transfer fee

Dhruv Chavan beat 
Aditya to crown Polo  
Cup champion

NEW DELHI: Paralympic Committee 
of India (PCI) vice president Satya 
Prakash Sangwan was on Tuesday 
appointed as the chef de mission of 
the Indian contingent at the upcoming 
Paris Paralympics.

Sangwan brings with him over a 
decade of dedicated service and expe-
rience within the Paralympic move-
ment.

As the CDM, he will lead India’s larg-
est-ever contingent of 84 para-athletes 
competing across 12 sports disciplines. 
“It is a great honour to be entrusted 
with this responsibility. I am commit-

ted to ensuring that our athletes have 
everything they need to succeed and 
make India proud at the Paralympics,” 
Sangwan.

“Mr. Satya Prakash Sangwan has 
been an integral part of the Paralym-
pic Committee of India for over a 
decade. His dedication and leadership 
have always been an inspiration to our 
athletes.

“We are confident that under his 
guidance as Chef de Mission, our team 
will achieve great success at the Paris 
Paralympics 2024,” PCI President 
Devendra Jhajharia said. PTI

Champion of Paralympic movement
Satya Prakash Sangwan named chef de  

mission for Paris Paralympics

YOKOHAMA (JAPAN): Indian shuttlers 
Ashmita Chaliha and Malvika Bansod 
bowed out with opening-round losses 
in the women’s singles competition at 
the Japan Open here on Tuesday.

While Ashmita lost 16-21 12-21 to 
top seed Tai Tzu Ying of Chinese Tai-
pei, Malvika was shown the door by 
Ukraine Polina Buhrova 21-23 19-21.

Later, Aakarshi Kashyap encoun-
tered the same fate as her compatriots 
as she also crashed out in the opening 
round of the women’s singles competi-
tion of the BWF World Tour Super 750 
event. Aakarshi lost 13-21 12-21 against 
Korea’s Kim Ga Eun. In mixed dou-
bles, the Indian pair of Sathish Kumar 
Karunakaran and Aadya Variyath also 
made a first-round exit, going down to 
the Indonesian combination of Rehan 
Naufal Kusharjanto and Lisa Ayu Kusu-
mawati 10-21 18-21. PTI

BADMINTON 

Ashmita Chaliha, 
Malvika Bansod out of 
Japan Open badminton

TENNIS 

NEW YORK: A year after becoming a 
Grand Slam champion, Coco Gauff 
is teaming up with the “Breakfast 
of Champions.” As she gets set to 
defend her US Open title, Gauff will 
be on the cover of a limited-edition 
box of Wheaties, the cereal maker 
announced Tuesday. The US Open 
begins next Monday. Gauff won the 
tournament in 2023 at age 19. PTI

Crisscrossing the country since returning from Paris with two historic Olympic medals, ace 
shooter Manu Bhaker  told students to try making a career out of sports. 

Ace shooter Manu Bhaker was addressing students in Chennai on Tuesday |  Photo: PTI

Top-ranked Jannik Sinner and women’s No. 2 Ayrna Sabalenka e win titles of  
Cincinnati Open Tennis. 

Tottenham are a 
really good team 
but we gave them 
too much respect, 

and we started 
getting after them 
and it changed the 

momentum.
Jamie Vardy    

Champion striker  

Coco Gauff will be on 
boxes of Wheaties a year 
after her US Open title

Sports gives a beautiful life & 
career: Manu tells students

Top-ranked Sinner & Sabalenka 
win titles in Cincinnati open
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SAINT LOUIS: Indian 
Grandmaster D Gukesh 
held reigning world cham-
pion Ding Liren of China 
to a draw in a highly antic-
ipated contest in the first 
round of the Sinquefield 
Cup chess tournament 
here.

The clash resembled 
more of a shadow boxing 
match than a genuine con-
test, as both Gukesh, the 
World Championship chal-
lenger, and Liren avoided 
revealing their true prepa-

rations for their upcoming 
World Championship bat-
tle later this year. The Ital-
ian opening met with some 
usual response and Liren’s 
attempt to complicate mat-
ters through a king side 
attack met with a cold-wa-
ter treatment.

In the end, the Chinese 
decided to end the game 
through perpetual checks 
after sacrificing a Bishop 
and a rook. After a rather 
disappointing show in the 
Saint Louis rapid and blitz 
tournament where he fin-
ished last, Grandmaster 

R Praggnanandhaa made 
some amends taking a 

draw with Nodirbek Abdu-
sattorov of Uzbekistan in 

his opening game. There 
was hardly any recovery 
time for  me but I was con-
fident that I had moved 
on from the last event, 
. Praggnanandhaa said  

Praggananandhaa faced 
the Petroff defense from 
Abdusattorov and could 
do little as the queens got 
traded in the early middle 
game. The remainder was 
a position wherein neither 
players could push for 
more and drew the game in 
just 36 moves. Alireza Fir-
ouzja of France continued 
from where he left in the 
Saint Louis Rapid and blitz 
tournament and defeated 
American Fabiano Caruana 
in what was an important 
contest for the Grand Chess 
tour ranking.
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Bangladesh is pin-
ning its hopes on all-
rounder and former 
lawmaker Shakib Al 
Hasan to “do some-
thing special” against 
pace-heavy Pakistan 
in the two-match 
series. 

RAWALPINDI: Bangladesh 
is pinning its hopes on all-
rounder and former law-
maker Shakib Al Hasan 
to “do something special” 
against pace-heavy Paki-
stan in the opening test 
of the two-match series, 
starting Wednesday.

“(Shakib) played this 
game for so long, so he 
knows his role,” Bangla-
desh captain Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto said on the 
eve of the first test match 
at Rawalpindi Cricket Sta-

dium. “He knows how to 
prepare himself, so I am 
not thinking about his 
political career and I hope 
he will do something spe-
cial in this series. He’s a 
professional cricketer and 
we all treat him as a crick-
eter, to be very honest.”

Bangladesh’s most 
accomplished all-
rounder, spin great 
Shakib was playing in 
the T20 league in Canada 
during political turmoil in 

his country back home.
The unrest hampered 

preparations and Bangla-
desh flew to Pakistan four 
days ahead of schedule 
to get an additional three 
days of training in Lahore. 
Rawalpindi will host both 
the test matches.

The series is part of 
the World Test Champi-
onship in which Pakistan 
is languishing at No. 6 
spot while Bangladesh is 
at No. 8, above last-place 

West Indies. Pakistan has 
an impressive test record 
against Bangladesh, win-
ning all but one of the 13 
matches. The teams drew 
at Khulna in Bangladesh 
in 2015.

|  T W O - M A T C H  S E R I E S  B E G I N S    |

B’desh looks to Shakib to ‘do 
something special’ against  PakPress Trust Of India

Reduced to nine 
men in the 69th 
minute, India bat-
tled to a 1-0 victory 
over Bhutan to 
begin their SAFF 
U20 Championship 
Group B campaign.

DUBAI: India’s pace spear-
head Jasprit Bumrah has 
been the best multi-for-
mat bowler for the last 
five or six years, reckons 
former Australia captain 
Ricky Ponting.

Ponting said that there 
might have been a few 
concerns over Bumrah’s 
longevity but he has only 
returned stronger from 
injuries. “I’ve said it for 
a long time, he’s prob-
ably been the best mul-
ti-format bowler there’s 
been in world cricket for 
the last five or six years,” 

Ponting said on the ICC 
review. “There might 
have been some fears a 

couple of years ago when 
the injuries come in and 
‘would he come back the 
same?’, but I think he’s 
actually come back bet-
ter,” he added.

“The greatest way to 
always get a real gauge on 
these players is by asking 
(other) players. And when 
you talk to opposition 
batsmen about him (Bum-
rah) in particular, it’s 
always, ‘No, he’s a night-
mare! You never know 
what’s going to happen.

Bayern Munich 
loses Croatia 
defender Josip 
Stanisic for 
several weeks
MUNICH: Bayern Munich 
and Croatia defender Josip 
Stanišic will miss the start 
of the Bundesliga season 
because of a knee injury, 
the club said Tuesday.

Stanišic tore a ligament 
in his right knee during a 
practice session Monday 
and will be “sidelined 
for several weeks,” Bay-
ern said. Bayern starts its 
Bundesliga campaign on 
Sunday at Wolfsburg and 
is seeking to reclaim the 
title from Bayer Lever-
kusen, where Stanišic 
spent last season on loan. 
Stanišic is likely to miss 
two Croatia games in the 
UEFA Nations League, at 
Portugal on Sept. 5 and 
home to Poland three days 
later. Bayern also plays 
the first two rounds of 
the expanded Champions 
League opening league 
phase scheduled from 
Sept. 17-19 and Oct. 1-2. 

| SINQUEFIELD CUP CHESS TOURNAMENT | 

Praggnanandhaa plays a draw with Abdusattorov
There was hardly 
any recovery time 
for  me but I was 

confident that I had 
moved on from the 

last event. 
R. Praggnanandhaa  
 Indian Chess player  

| ICC REVIEW |

Monaco signs top 
defender Jordan Teze
Press Trust Of India

MONACO: Monaco signed 
Netherlands defender 
Jordan Teze on Tues-
day, adding Champions 
League experience to 
the team ahead of its 
return to the competi-
tion.

Teze signed a five-
year contract, Monaco 
said, in a deal for the 
right back that will 
reportedly pay PSV 
Eindhoven 12 million 
euros ($13.3 million). 
The 24-year-old Teze 

played eight games in 
the Champions League 
last season when PSV 
was eliminated in the 
round of 16 by Borussia 
Dortmund. Monaco was 
runner-up to Paris Saint-
Germain in the French 
league last season and 
qualified directly into 
the Champions League 
for the first time in six 
years. Monaco reached 
the Champions League 
semifinals in 2017 with a 
teenage Kylian Mbappé 
in its attack. Mbappé 
then joined PSG.

HIGHLIGHT

z “(Shakib) played 
this game for so long, 
so he knows his role,” 
Bangladesh captain 
Najmul Hossain 
Shanto said before the  
beginning of first test 
match at Rawalpindi 
Cricket Stadium.

z Bangladesh’s most 
accomplished all-
rounder, spin great 
Shakib was playing 
in the T20 league in 
Canada during political 
turmoil in his country 
back home.

Press Trust Of India

Having beaten their 
Himalayan neigh-
bours 1-0 in their 
opening match, India 
have provisionally 
taken the top spot in 
Group B with three 
points.

KATHMANDU:  Coming 
off a fighting 1-0 win 
over Bhutan, the Indian 
team will need to work 
on its finishing in the 
upcoming matches of 
the SAFF U20 Champi-
onship, head coach Ran-
jan Chaudhuri reckoned 
on Tuesday.

Having beaten their 
Himalayan neighbours 
1-0 in their opening 
match, India have pro-
visionally taken the top 
spot in Group B with 
three points.

While Chaudhuri was 
full of praise for his boys 
who managed to hold on 
to the lead against Bhu-
tan despite being down 
to nine men, he also 
pointed out how India 
still need to improve 
while going forward.

“The way our boys 
fought after the two red 
cards is indeed com-
mendable. It’s not easy 
to set a stable formation 
with nine players, but 
they managed to hold 
fort. It speaks a great 
deal about their charac-
ter,” said Chaudhuri.

“Not only did they 
hold fort, but they also 
broke through Bhutan’s 

defence a few times. 
Finishing is perhaps 
the one area we have to 
work on.”

With a three-day 
gap before their next 
match against Maldives 
on August 23, the Blue 
Colts could manage 
to squeeze some rest 
and recovery into their 
packed schedule.

Chaudhuri said, “We 
are playing on artificial 
turfs, which do tend to 
take a toll on the body, 
so we have planned to 
have a recovery session 
today (Tuesday, August 
20). We had initially 
planned for a pool ses-
sion, but the rain and 
the relatively cooler 
weather here in Nepal 

made us reconsider 
those plans. Hence we 
went ahead with light 
stretching.

“We plan to put in 
two productive training 
sessions in the next cou-
ple of days before we 
play Maldives.”

With three points on 
board, the India U20s 
will have one eye on 
the next Group B match 
between Bhutan and 
Maldives on Wednes-
day, where a victory for 
the latter would secure 
a spot in the semi-finals 
for the Blue Colts.

“I’m watching all the 
matches in this tourna-
ment, and I will defi-
nitely be watching that 
one. A lot depends on 

how that match goes,” 
he said.

“We are also going to 
dissect our match and 
try to rectify our mis-
takes from it.”

Midfielder Manjot 
Singh Dhami was in 
agreement with his 
coach, and felt that 
the team could only 
improve from here on.

“We can play much 
better than what we did, 
and we must show that 
in our next game. We 
must work on our com-
bination and commu-
nication. But I feel the 
more matches we play 
here, the better we will 
get,” said Dhami.

“This is the compe-
tition phase, after all. 
It’s all about what atti-
tude we approach these 
games with.”

As India prepare for 
the next match against 
Maldives, two of their 
players, Pramveer and 
Vanlalpeka Guite will be 
suspended after being 
sent off against Bhutan. 
However, the Blue Colts 
head coach is not over-
whelmed by the situa-
tion.

“Yes, we will have to 
replace them in our next 
match, but the boys are 
all ready. Those players 
who started from the 
bench are equally good, 
and now it’s an oppor-
tunity for the others 
to fight for those two 
spots,” he said.

India football team beat Bhutan  1-0 in SAFF U-20 championship

Bangladesh captain Najmul Hossain Shanto

India need to hone finishing  
after Bhutan triumph: coach

HIGHLIGHT

z  While Chaudhuri 
was full of praise for 
his boys who managed 
to hold on to the lead 
against Bhutan despite 
being down to nine 
men, he also pointed 
out how India still need 
to improve while going 
forward.

z Chaudhuri said, “We 
are playing on artificial 
turfs, which do tend to 
take a toll on the body, 
so we have planned 
to have a recovery 
session also.

Coming off a fighting 1-0 win over Bhutan, the Indian team will need to work on its finishing in 
the upcoming matches of SAFF U20 Championship, says coach Ranjan Chaudhuri.

Press Trust Of India

Mayank Rawat’s 
all-round show 
powered East Delhi 
Riders to their sec-
ond win of the Delhi 
Premier League 
by five wickets in a 
weather-affected 
contest.

NEW DELHI 
Mayank Rawat’s all-

round show powered 
East Delhi Riders to 
their second win of the 
Delhi Premier League 
by five wickets in a 
weather-affected con-
test against Purani Dilli 
here on Tuesday.

Rawat cracked a 
27-ball 55 to lift East 
Delhi Riders from a pre-
carious 57 for four while 
chasing 143, having ear-
lier claimed a couple of 
wickets to complete an 
all-round show.

The contest was 
reduced to 18 overs per 
side affair due to wet 
outfield and after Purani 
Dilli posted 142 for eight 
batting first, East Delhi 
Riders knocked off the 
target in 16 overs.

Purani Dilli were res-
cued by Mayank Gus-
sain (35 off 33 balls, 
3x6s) and Yug Gupta 
(34 not out off 22 balls, 
2x4s, 2x4s) who put on 
70 runs for the eighth 
wicket.

Simarjeet Singh drew 
first blood in the sec-
ond over, trapping Arpit 
Rana (10) in front of the 
wickets and removed 
Manjeet (15 off 8) as well 
as Keshav Dalal (0 off 1).

Mayank dismissed 
Sanat Sangwan (13 off 8) 
and skipper Lalit Yadav 
(0 off 2) in the fifth over.

Purani Dilli recov-
ered from 63 for seven 
to post 142 for eight, 
which was not enough.

East Delhi Riders 
made a positive start 
but lost a chunk of their 
batters Anuj Rawat (18), 
Sujal Singh (18), Pranav 
Pant (1) and skipper 
Himmat Singh (6) to slip 
from 36/0 to 47/4.

FASTFACTS

z Rawat cracked a 
27-ball 55 to lift East 
Delhi Riders from a 
precarious 57 for four 
while chasing 143, 
having earlier claimed 
a couple of wickets to 
complete an all-round 
show.

z The contest was 
reduced to 18 overs 
per side affair due to 
wet outfield and after 
Purani Dilli posted 
142 for eight batting 
first, East Delhi Riders 
knocked off the target 
in 16 overs.

FASTFACTS

z “I’ve said it for a 
long time, Bumrah is 
probably been the best 
multi-format bowler 
there’s been in world 
cricket for the last five 
or six years,” Ponting 
said on the ICC review.

Mayank Rawat powers 
East Delhi Riders’ 
second win in DPL

Bumrah is best bowler in all 
Formats, says Ricky Ponting
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P A N A M A : P a n a m a 
deported 29 Colombians 
on Tuesday on a flight that 
the government said was 
the first paid for by the 
United States under an 
agreement the two coun-
tries signed in July. The 
Colombians had entered 
Panama illegally through 
the Darien jungle.

Panama 
deports 29 
Colombians 

SEOUL: Tropical storm Jongdari moved 
toward South Korea’s coast on Tuesday, 
prompting officials to shut roads and 
parks as the country braced for strong 
winds and rain. As of 6:30 pm, Jongdari 
was 100 kilometres (62 miles) west of 
the southern island of Jeju and headed 
north at 33 kph (20 mph) while pack-
ing 65 kph (40 mph) winds. It was fore-
cast to weaken around midnight, hours 
before making landfall near the western 
city of Seosan. The storm isn’t expected 
to bring destructive winds as it passes 
through the densely populated Seoul 
metropolitan area on Wednesday. 

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

MADRID:  Maria Branyas, an Ameri-
can-born Spaniard considered the world’s 
oldest person at 117 years old, has died, her 
family said on Tuesday. In a post on Bran-
yas’ X account, her family wrote in Catalan: 
“Maria Branyas has left us. She has gone the 
way she wanted: in her sleep, at peace, and 
without pain.” The Gerontology Research 
Group, which validates details of people 
thought to be 110 or older, listed Branyas 
as the oldest known person in the world 
after the death of French nun Lucile Ran-
don last year. The next oldest person listed 
by the Gerontology Research Group is now 
Japan’s Tomiko Itooka, who is 116 years 
old. Branyas was born in San Francisco on 
March 4, 1907. After living for some years 
in New Orleans, where her father founded 
a magazine, her family returned to Spain 
when she was young. Branyas said that 
she had memories of crossing the Atlantic 
Ocean during World War I. Her X account 
is called “Super Catalan Grandma” and 
bears the description: “I am old, very old, 
but not an idiot.” 

SPAIN OLDEST PERSON

Spanish woman believed to 
be the oldest person in the 
world has died at age 117

SKOREA TROPICAL STORM

South Korea braces for 
strong winds and rain as 
tropical storm Jongdari 

Bangladesh’s interim 
govt to set up foundation 
for victims of violence in 

student-led protests.
Professor Muhammad Yunus 
Chief Adviser to Bangladesh’s 

interim government

Press Trust Of India

JERUSALEM: The Israeli 
military said Tuesday that 
it recovered the bodies 
of six hostages taken in 
Hamas’ October 7 attack 
that started the war in 
Gaza, as US and Arab 
mediators tried to advance 
an agreement to halt the 
fighting and release scores 
of other militant-held cap-
tives.

The military said its 
forces recovered the bod-
ies in an overnight oper-
ation in southern Gaza, 
without saying when or 
how the six died. A forum 
for hostage families said 
they were kidnapped 
alive. Hamas says some 

captives have been killed 
and wounded in Israeli 
airstrikes. An Israeli air-
strike on Tuesday killed at 
least 10 people at a school-
turned-shelter in Gaza 
City, in what the military 
said was a precise strike on 
a Hamas command cen-
ter. Another strike killed a 
mother and her five chil-
dren in central Gaza.

The recovery of the 
remains is a blow to 
Hamas, which hopes to 
exchange hostages for 
Palestinian prisoners, an 
Israeli withdrawal and a 
lasting cease-fire. But it 
was also likely to increase 
pressure on Israel’s gov-
ernment to reach a deal 
to free dozens of hostages 

who are still believed to be 
alive.

The military said it had 
identified the remains of 
Chaim Perry, 80; Yoram 
Metzger, 80; Avraham 
Munder, 79; Alexander 
Dancyg, 76; Nadav Pop-
plewell, 51; and Yagev 

Buchshtav, 35. Metzger, 
Munder, Popplewell and 
Buchshtav had family 
members who were also 
abducted but freed during 
a November cease-fire.

Munder’s death was 
confirmed on Tuesday by 
Kibbutz Nir Oz, the farm-
ing community where he 
was among around 80 
residents who were taken 
captive. It said he died 
“after enduring months 
of physical and mental 
torture.” Israeli authori-
ties had previously deter-
mined that the other five 
were deceased.

Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu praised 
the recovery effort and 
said “our hearts ache for 

the terrible loss.” “The 
State of Israel will continue 
to make every effort to 
return all of our hostages 
— both alive and dead,” he 
said in a statement.

Israeli Defense Minister 
Yoav Gallant also praised 
the operation, which he 
said had been carried out 
inside Hamas’ vast tunnel 
network. There were no 
immediate reports of any 
casualties among Israe-
lis or Palestinians in the 
recovery operation.

Hamas is still believed 
to be holding around 110 
hostages captured in the 
October 7 attack. Israeli 
authorities estimate 
around a third of them are 
dead.

The military said its forces recovered the bodies in an overnight operation in southern Gaza.

HIGHLIGHT

z An Israeli airstrike on 
Tuesday killed at least 
10 people at a school-
turned-shelter in  
Gaza City.

zHamas says some 
captives have been 
killed and wounded in 
Israeli airstrikes.

Israel recovers bodies of six 
hostages from Gaza 
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A rocket engine 
exploded during a 
test launch at a new 
spaceport in the 
Shetland Islands off 
northern Scotland, 
the rocket manufac-
turer said Tuesday.

LONDON: German man-
ufacturer Rocket Factory 
Augsburg, or RFA, said no 
one was injured in the inci-
dent at SaxaVord Spaceport 
on the remote island of 
Unst on Monday evening.

Video of Monday’s test 
launch showed the engine 
exploding on the launch-
pad, with the entire struc-
ture engulfing in flames 
and thick smoke.

The spaceport recently 
received its licenses from 
the Civil Aviation Authority 
and is designed for small 
rockets delivering payloads 

into low earth orbit. It is 
billed as western Europe’s 
only fully-licensed vertical 

rocket launch port. RFA 
was running tests there 
ahead of holding the UK’s 
first vertical rocket launch 
into orbit this autumn.

“The launch pad has 
been saved and is secured, 
the situation is under con-
trol and any immediate 
danger has been mitigated,” 
the company said in a state-
ment. It is working with the 
spaceport and authorities 
to investigate what led to 

the explosion, RFA added. 
Britain has ambitions to 
become Europe’s leading 
destination for commercial 
spaceflight activities. In 
2022 a separate site in Corn-
wall, southwest England, 
became the first licensed 
UK spaceport, though 
rockets there are launched 
horizontally — they are car-
ried by an aircraft to high 
altitudes before a rocket 
engine takes over.

|  U K  R O C K E T  E X P L O S I O N  |

The explosion happened during a nine-engine test.

FASTFACTS

z The spaceport recently 
received its licenses 
from the Civil Aviation 
Authority and is designed 
for small rockets 
delivering payloads into 
low earth orbit.

Rocket engine explodes during 
test launch at spaceport

MELBOURNE: Indonesia 
and Australia on Tuesday 
finalised a new bilateral 
defence treaty that will 
enhance the neighbour-
ing nations’ ability to 
operate their militaries 
in each other’s terri-
tory. The agreement was 
reached as Indonesian 
president-elect Prabowo 
Subianto, who also serves 
as defense minister, met 
with Australian officials 
at the country’s Parlia-
ment earlier Tuesday. 
The bilateral relationship 
is becoming increasingly 
important to Australians 
in face of growing ten-
sions with China. New 
Australian prime minis-
ters typically make Jakarta 
one of their first overseas 
destinations. The pact will 
be signed within days, 
when Australian Defence 
Minister Richard Marles 
visits Jakarta. 

Indonesia 
and Australia 
finalise new 
defence 
treaty

JIUPENG (TAIWAN): Taiwan’s mili-
tary launched surface-to-air mis-
siles in live-fire drills conducted 
Tuesday in response to growing 
military pressure from China.
The exercises took place at the 
Jiupeng Military Base in a remote 
area in southern Taiwan. Among 
the missiles launched were Tai-
wan’s domestically made Sky Bow 
III anti-ballistic missiles along with 
the US-made Patriot PAC II and 
surface-to-air Standard missiles.
China claims the democratically 
ruled island of Taiwan as its own 
territory, to be brought under its 

control by force if necessary and 
ramped up its military threat in 
recent years. Beijing in particular 
dislikes Taiwan’s new President 
Lai Ching-te, who took office ear-
lier this year and whom Beijing has 
called a separatist.

Taipei has boosted its deter-
rence capabilities in response. Mis-
siles, both domestically built and 
US-made, are key to its defence 
strategy. Defence Ministry spokes-
person Sun Li-fang said all the mis-
siles launched Tuesday hit their 
targets. “This shows our training is 
very strict and solid,” he said.

TAIWAN MILITARY DRILLS
Taiwan conducts live-fire missile drills as  

China ramps up military threats

South Korea’s police special operations unit perform to arrest a mock terrorist during an anti-terror drill as a part of the Ulchi Freedom Shield military exercise between the U.S. and South Korea.

Military exercise between the U.S. and South Korea

DHAKA: Tax authorities in Bangladesh 
have decided to unfreeze the bank 
accounts of Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, 17 years after 
they were blocked. The National Board 
of Revenue (NBR) on Monday instructed 
banks to unfreeze the accounts of BNP 
Chairperson Zia, the Daily Star news-
paper reported. In August 2007, the 
NBR’s Central Intelligence Cell directed 
banks to freeze the accounts of the BNP 
Chairperson, who has been elected Ban-
gladesh’s prime minister twice since 
1990. The decision was based on a rec-
ommendation of a panel formed during 
the then Army-backed caretaker govern-
ment, said a senior official of the NBR. 
Since then, her accounts have remained 
blocked. The BNP has on several occa-
sions demanded that they be unfrozen. 
Later, she was allowed to withdraw a 
certain amount of money every month 
from Rupali Bank’s Shaheed Moinul 
Road branch of Dhaka Cantonment for 
running regular expenses.

BANGLA BANK ACCOUNTS

Ex-Bangladesh PM Khaleda 
Zia’s bank accounts to be 
unfrozen after 17 years

US BIDEN HARRIS

Biden passes the baton  
to Harris, says she will be a 
‘historic president’
CHICAGO: Kamala Harris will be a “his-
toric president”, US President Joe Biden 
has said, as he passed baton of Demo-
cratic Party to her and made a strong 
pitch to American voters to vote for her 
to preserve democracy. He received an 
emotional standing ovation when he 
came on stage at Democratic National 
Conven-
tion in 
Chicago. 
H a r r i s , 
is sched-
uled to 
formally 
a c c e p t 
D e m o -
c r a t i c 
P a r t y ’s 
p r e s i -
d e n t i a l 
nomina-
tion on 
T h u r s -
day.
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LONDON: The first one 
pound coins featuring 
King Charles III with a 
design incorporating Brit-
ish bees have gone into 
circulation in the UK from 
Tuesday, with a total of 
2.975 million coins mak-
ing their way into tills via 
Post Offices and banks 
around the country.

According to the Royal 
Mint, the tribute to Brit-

ish bees is one of eight 
new designs that will 
appear on the country’s 
coins – in one pence to 
two pound denomina-
tions. They feature ani-

mals such as the Hazel 
Dormouse, Puffin and 

the Atlantic Salmon as 
all species which are in 
active conservation pro-
grammes, reflecting the 
75-year-old monarch’s 
environmental concerns.

“The Royal Mint has 
made the circulating 
coinage of each of Brit-
ain’s monarchs since 
Alfred the Great and it is 
an honour to reveal that 
King Charles III’s one-
pound coin is now in cir-
culation,” said Rebecca 

Morgan, Director of Com-
memorative Coin at the 
Royal Mint.

“We know there’ll 
be a buzz of excitement 
amongst collectors and 
the public to get this spe-
cial piece of history in 
their change. We hope 
the designs across all 
denominations spark 
important conversations 
about the conservation of 
these important species,” 
she said. 
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King Charles III coins with British bees go into circulation

“King Charles 
III’s one-pound 

coin is now in 
circulation”.
Rebecca Morgan 

Director of 
Commemorative Coin at 

the Royal Mint 


