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NEET row: CBI files FIR,
sends teams to Bihar, Guj

Allegations of irregularities sparked protests in several cities, litigation and a slugfest.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The CBI
filed an FIR on Sunday in
connection with alleged
irregularities in  the
medical entrance exam
NEET-UG held on May 5
on a reference from the
Union education minis-
try, amid countrywide
protests and litigation
by students for a probe
into paper leak claims.
Officials said the ministry
alleged in a complaint,
now part of the FIR, to
the agency that “cer-
tain isolated incidents”
occurred in a few states
during the conduct of the
examination. Giving top
priority to the case, the
CBI has formed special
teams that are en route to
Godhra and Patna, where
cases of question paper
leaks have been regis-
tered by police, they said.

The agency plans
to take over the inves-
tigation of these cases
registered by the police
in Gujarat and Bihar,

HIGHLIGHT

@ CBI has formed
special teams that

are en route to Godhra
and Patna.

they added. “Steps are
being taken to take over
cases registered by state
police,” an official said.
The CBI action came a
day after the ministry

e

ME requested the
CBI to conduct a
comprehensive
investigation.
Official
CBI spokesperson

announced it would hand
over the probe into the
alleged irregularities to

the central agency, a
demand raised by a sec-
tion of protesting stu-
dents.

“The ministry of edu-
cation (ME) has requested
the CBI to conduct a com-
prehensive investigation
into the entire gamut of

alleged irregularities,
including conspiracy,
cheating, imperson-

ation, breach of trust and

CBI headquarters, in New Delhi.

destruction of evidence
by candidates, institutes
and middlemen,” a CBI
spokesperson said.

The role of public ser-
vants, if any, connected
with the conduct of the
examination and also
into the entire gamut of
events, and the larger
conspiracy will also
be under the scanner,
according to the officials.

Arvind Kejriwal
moves SC against
HC'’s stay on bail

NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
has moved the Supreme
Court against the Delhi
High Court’s interim stay
on a trial court’s order
granting him bail in a mon-
ey-laundering case linked
to the alleged excise scam.

The high court on Fri-
day paused the release of
the embattled chief min-
ister after the trial court
granted him bail on June
20. The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) national convenor,
who was arrested by the

Mayawati
declares
‘successor’

LUCKNOW: Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (BSP)
president on Sun-
day declared nephew
Akash Anand her suc-
cessor and made him
the party’s national
coordinator, revers-
ing her own previous
decision. In the middle
of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions on May 7, she had
termed Akash Anand
immature and relieved
him of the party post.

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on March 21, could
have walked out of Tihar
Jail on Friday had the
high court not granted the
interim relief to the fed-
eral anti-money launder-
ing agency.

“Till the pronounce-
ment of this order,
the operation of the
impugned order shall
remain stayed,” a vacation
bench of the high court
said and asked the parties
to file written submissions
by June 24.

Cloudburst in
Itanagar

ITANAGAR: A cloudburst
on Sunday morning trig-
gered multiple landslides
and caused flooding in
Itanagar, officials said.
Despite heavy rains in
Arunachal Pradesh over
recent weeks, the weather
had improved in the past
two days with no fore-
cast of rain, they added.
The cloudburst occurred
around 10:30 am, leading
to landslides in various
parts of Itanagar and adja-
cent areas. The NH-415,
crucial for the state capi-
tal’s connectivity.

Press Trust Of India

The Naxal blast took
place around 3 pm
near Timmapuram
village between Silger
and Tekalgudem
camps of

security forces.

SUKMA: Two personnel of
the Central Reserve Police
Force’s jungle warfare unit
CoBRA were killed after
Naxalites blew up a truck
with an improvised explo-
sive device (IED) in Sukma
district on Sunday, police
said.

The Naxal blast took
place around 3 pm near
Timmapuram village
between Silger and Teka-
Igudem camps of security
forces, over 400 km from
the state capital Raipur,
a senior police official
said. An advance party

| VIOLENCE |

2 CRPF jawans killed in IED
blast as Naxals blow up truck

FACTFILE

® The security
personnel were on
motorcycles while their
luggage and rations
were being ferried in
the ill-fated truck.

i

Ill-fated truck blown up in IED blast

of the 201st unit of Com-
mando Battalion for Res-
olute Action (CoBRA) had
launched patrolling from
Silger camp under Jagar-
gunda police station limits
as a part of its Road Open-
ing Party duty towards
Tekalgudem, he said.

The security personnel
were on motorcycles while
their luggage and rations
were being ferried in the
ill-fated truck, he said.

“Naxalites triggered
an IED blast targeting the
truck that claimed the
lives of constable Shailen-
dra (29), a resident of
Uttar Pradesh, and driver
Vishnu R (35) hailing from
Kerala. The truck did not
have any other occupant,”
he said.

After being alerted
about the blast, more
forces were rushed to the
spot and the bodies were
evacuated from the forest,
while a search operation
continues there, he said.

Expressing grief over
the incident, Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai said in a message on
X that the martyrdom of
jawans will not go in vain.

ISRO completes its RLV tech
demonstrations thru LEX trio

Press Trust Of India

This mission simu-
lated the approach
and landing interface
and high-speed land-
ing conditions for a
vehicle returning
from space.

BENGALURU: Space
agency ISRO on Sunday
said it has achieved a
third consecutive success
in the Reusable Launch
Vehicle Landing Experi-
ment by demonstrating
the autonomous landing
capability of the launch
vehicle under more chal-
lenging conditions.

This mission simu-
lated the approach and
landing interface and
high-speed landing con-
ditions for a vehicle
returning from space,
reaffirming the Indian
Space Research Organi-
sation’s (ISRO) expertise
in acquiring the most
critical technologies

HIGHLIGHT

® Third and final test
in the series of LEX-
03 was conducted in
Chitradurga, K'taka.

® ISRO’s expertise
proved in acquiring
the most critical
technologies required
for RLV.

required for the devel-
opment of a Reusable
Launch Vehicle (RLV),
the space agency said.
The third and final
test in the series of Land-
ing Experiment (LEX-03)
was conducted at 07:10
1ST at the Aeronautical

Test Range (ATR) in Chi-
tradurga, Karnataka.
Following the success
of the RLV LEX-O1 and
LEX-02 missions, ISRO
in a release said, RLV
LEX-03 re-demonstrated
the autonomous land-
ing capability of the RLV
under more challenging
release conditions (cross
range of 500 m against
150 m for LEX-02) and
more severe wind condi-
tions.

The winged vehicle,
named ‘Pushpak’, was
released from an Indian
Air Force Chinook Heli-
copter at an altitude of
4.5 km “from a release
point 4.5 km away from

the runway.

Pushpak auton-
omously executed
cross-range correc-
tion manoeuvres,

approached the runway
and performed a precise
horizontal landing at
the runway centreline,”
it said.

| MEDICAL ENTRANCE |

750 of 1,563 students skipped NEET-UG retest

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: As many as
813 of the 1,563 candi-
dates who were earlier
awarded grace marks in
NEET-UG appeared for
a retest on Sunday, offi-
cials said. The retest was
conducted at seven cen-
tres following an order
from the Supreme Court.
The grace marks were
awarded to make up for

the loss of time at six cen-
tres where the examina-
tion started late on May 5.

“At least 52 per cent
-- 813 out of 1,563 can-
didates - appeared for
the retest on Sunday,”
a senior National Test-
ing Agency (NTA) official
said. The students who
appeared for the exam
will be issued a revised
score. However, the stu-
dents who have skipped

. ‘ﬁ
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the retest will now be
awarded their old original
score, which is the score
without the grace marks.
As per data, none of the

two candidates from
Chandigarh appeared
[ N ] [ ]

® At least 52 per

cent, 813 out of 1,563
candidates appeared for
the retest. 291 students

out of 602 appeared
from Chh’garh.

for the exam. A total of
291 students out of 602

appeared from Chhat-
tisgarh, 1 student from
Gujarat, 287 out of 494
appeared from Haryana
and 234 appeared from
Meghalayad€™s Tura.

Amid a raging row
over alleged irregularities
in the medical entrance
exam, the NTA on Sunday
debarred 17 candidates
who had appeared for the
exam on May 5 at centres
in Bihar.

Sonakshi, Zaheer wed
at private ceremony

Press Trust Of India

MUMBAI: “We are
now man and wife,”
longtime actor couple
Sonakshi Sinha and
Zaheer Igbal said on
Sunday after their low-
key ceremony in the
presence of family and
close friends. Sonakshi,
37, and Zaheer, 35,
wed in a civil marriage
at the “Heeramandi”

star’s sea-facing Bandra
West apartment with
the blessings of their
families and “both of
our gods”. The newly-
weds shared their news
of their wedding in a
joint Instagram post.
“On this very day, seven
years back (23.06.2017)
in each other’s eyes, we
saw love in its purest
form and dedicated to
hold on to it.

NEWSLINE

BENGALURU

MLC Revanna in
judicial custody

JD(S) MLC Suraj Revanna,
who has been arrested on
charges of sexually abus-
ing a male party worker,
was produced before a
magistrate court judge
here on Sunday, who
remanded him in judi-
cial custody for 14 days.
The investigation into the
case was handed over to
the CID earlier in the day,
following which Suraj was
shifted to Bengaluru from
Hassan, and produced
before the 42nd Addi-
tional Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Court (ACMM)
judge, at his residence.

NEW DELHI

Rahul writes
emotional note

Ahead of taking oath as
the member of Parlia-
ment from Rae Bareli,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi wrote an emo-
tional letter to the peo-
ple of Wayanad on Sun-
day, thanking them for
their support. In the
letter, the former Con-
gress chief said he is sad
but also consoled as his
sister, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, will represent the
people of Wayanad in
Parliament.

AMRITSAR

Fashion designer
Archana booked

The Punjab Police has
booked a fashion designer
and lifestyle influencer
for “hurting religious sen-
timents” by performing
yoga at the Golden Temple
complex here. The case was
registered after the Shiro-
mani Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee (SGPC)
filed a complaint against
fashion designer Archana
Makwana. She was booked
under Section 295-A (delib-
erate and malicious inten-
tion of outraging the reli-
gious feelings of any class) of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
police said on Sunday.
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Marble 2024: Bold
veins, nautical
blues, and
luxurious choices

Marble is reshaping 2024
interior design  with
bold veining patterns,
nautical-inspired  hues,
and luxurious furniture
choices. From grand

palaces to  modern
homes, its timeless
allure symbolizes
sophistication and
sustainability.
Page 13
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Peaceful Chhattisgarh
has become restless
under BJP rule

Sushil Anand Shukla,
PCC Communication Head

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: MP Brijmohan
Agarwal has taken decisive
action regarding central
schemes, especially con-
cerning the long-pending
compensation for land
acquired under the Bharat-
mala National Highway
Scheme. Farmers from the
Abhanpur area have not yet
received the compensation
amount of Rs 78 crore for
their acquired land, leading
to complaints directed to
MP Agarwal. The issue per-
tains to the Raipur Visakhap-
atnam National Highway

MP Brijmohan Agarwal instructs NHAI to provide land acquisition amount to farmers soon.

Negligence will not be
tolerated: Brijmohan

Land use should not proceed until the farmers are paid.

Bharat Mala Project. Despite
an order for payment on
June 30, 2022, farmers from
villages Bhelwadih, Tokro,
Nayakbandha, and Urla
Abhanpur have yet to see
the funds.

The delay was attributed
to a report from a newly
appointed NHAI officer,
which claimed that the pay-
ment amount was 30 per-
cent higher than expected,
causing a bureaucratic
hold-up.

Responding to the farm-
ers’ grievances, MP Brij-
mohan Agarwal instructed
Commissioner Sanjay Alang,

HIGHLIGHT

® Farmers from the
Abhanpur area have
not yet received the
compensation amount
of Rs 78 crore for their
acquired land, leading
to complaints directed
to MP Agarwal.

Collector Gaurav Singh,
and RO AK Singh of the
National Highway Author-
ity to release 75 percent of
the compensation within a
week. Agarwal emphasized
the unfairness of utilizing

the land and commencing
construction without set-
tling compensation and
insisted that land use should
not proceed until the farm-
ers are paid, aligning with
the BJP government’s policy.
Agarwal sternly warned
officials to handle central
schemes with the utmost
seriousness, as negligence
would not be tolerated. The
farmers, represented by for-
mer Apex Bank Chairman
Ashok Bajaj and accompa-
nied by several local lead-
ers and farmers, presented
their case, leading to the
decisive actions by the MP.

BJP to
observe
‘Black Day of
Emergency’
on June 25

RAIPUR: The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) will
observe the ‘Black Day
of Emergency’ on June
25th across all districts
in the state, commem-
orating the 21-month
period from 1975 to 1977
when Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi imposed
an Emergency in India.
State convenor of the
organizing committee,
Sachchidanand Upasane,
announced that Chief
Minister Vishnudeo Sai
and Chief Spokesperson
Loktantra Senani and
National Vice President
Sachchidanand Upasane
will be the chief guests
at the state-level event in
Raipur. The Emergency
period, which saw the
suspension of constitu-
tional rights, suppression
of political opposition,
and media censorship,
is considered by the BJP
as a “black chapter”
in Indian history. The
BJPa€™s annual obser-
vance of this day aims to
remind the public of the
dangers of authoritarian
rule and the importance
of democratic values.
Chief Minister Vishnudeo
Sai will participate in the
Raipur event, joined by
Sachchidanand Upasane,
who emphasized the sig-
nificance of remember-
ing this period of India’s
history.

Provide
seeds to
farmers on
time: CS

RAIPUR: Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain emphasized the
importance of providing fer-
tilizers and seeds to farmers
promptly during the current
Kharif season. In a video con-
ference with Divisional Com-
missioners and Collectors on
Sunday, he highlighted the
need for immediate organi-
zation of camps to benefit
farmers under the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
scheme. He stressed the
urgency of completing KYC,
including Aadhaar seeding in
bank accounts, and ensuring
the transfer of beneficiaries
under the Forest Rights Act
(FRA). Jain also discussed
the upcoming implemen-
tation of the new Code of
Justice from July 1, 2024.
He instructed that arrange-
ments should be made for
conducting workshops in
districts, ensuring the par-
ticipation of enlightened cit-
izens and college students.
Special campaigns were
mandated to resolve both
disputed and undisputed
revenue cases.

Central Chronicle News

Students participating
in the re-exam
shared their concerns
and challenges.

RAIPUR: The NEET UG
re-exam has commenced
in Balod, with strict secu-
rity measures and videog-
raphy in place to ensure a
smooth and fair examina-
tion process. This re-exam
is specifically for students
who received grace marks
in the initial NEET UG
exam results. The exami-
nation center has been
established at DAV School
in Dallirajhara, Balod. Stu-
dents entered the exami-
nation center with their
admit cards, and the exam
officially started at 2:00 pm
and continued till 5:20 pm.
The final entry time was set
at 1:30 pm, after which the
doors were closed. A total

| NEET UG RE-EXAM |

NEET UG Re-exam held with
tight security and videography

FACTFILE

© The re-examination
was necessitated by
irregularities during the
original NEET exam.

of 185 students appeared
the re-exam at the Dallira-
jhara center. To maintain
the integrity of the exam,
videography is being con-
ducted throughout the

000

duration. The re-examina-
tion was necessitated by
irregularities during the
original NEET exam held
on May 5 in Balod. At one
of the examination cen-
ters, students were initially
given incorrect question
papers. After 45 minutes,
the correct papers were
distributed, but the stu-
dents were not compen-
sated with extra time as
initially promised. This led

to widespread protests,
as students were directly
given grace marks without
any official notification
from the National Testing
Agency (NTA).

The situation escalated
to the Chhattisgarh High
Court and the Supreme
Court, resulting in the
NTA’s decision to hold a
re-exam for those who
received grace marks.
Consequently, the NEET
UG re-exam is being con-
ducted today in six cities
across the country, aiming
to provide a fair assess-
ment for all affected stu-
dents. A new merit list will
be released following the
completion of this re-exam.
Students participating in
the re-exam shared their
concerns and challenges.
One student, whose father
is a farmer, expressed the
struggle of preparing for
NEET amid financial con-
straints.

| TRAINING PROGRAM |

Training

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Chhattis-
garh State Legal Services
Authority (SALSA), in col-
laboration with the State
Judicial Academy, has
commenced a three-day
advanced training pro-
gram for Chief, Deputy,
and Assistant Legal Aid
Defense Counsels.

These councils are
appointed under the
Legal Aid Defense Coun-
sels System in 23 districts
of the state. The pro-
gram is being held at the

held of Legal Aid Defense Counsels

State Judicial Academy,
Bilaspur. The inaugural
session was graced by
Justice Ramesh Sinha,
Chief Justice of the Chhat-
tisgarh High Court and
Chief Patron of SALSA,
who emphasized the col-
lective responsibility of
providing high-quality
free legal aid to prisoners

and the needy. He urged
the councils to effectively
fulfill their responsibili-
ties and thoroughly study
the new laws to ensure
proper defense for those
under trial. Justice Gau-
tam Bhaduri, Judge of the
Chhattisgarh High Court
and Executive Chairman
of SALSA, highlighted

e

Collective
responsibility to
provide free legal
aid to prisoners
and needy.

Justice Ramesh Sinha,
Chief Justice, Chhattisgarh HC

the primary objective of
NALSA and SALSA, which
is to protect the innocent
and needy. He encouraged
the counsels to view their
roles not as mere assign-

ments but as service-ori-
ented responsibilities.

Justice Sanjay K. Agar-
wal, Judge of the Chhat-
tisgarh High Court and
Chairman of the State
Judicial Academy, dis-
cussed the importance
of the upcoming Indian
Judicial Code, Indian Civil
Defense Code, and Indian
Evidence Act.

These new laws, effec-
tive from July 1, aim to
enhance the justice sys-
tem, promote  social
equality, and ensure swift
and effective justice.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

RENEWAL

e-KYC for Ration
Cards to be completed till
June 30 in Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR: The Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection Department
has announced that the renewal of
all categories of ration cards and the
completion of e-KYC for ration card
holders must be completed by June
30, 2024. This directive applies to
the Antyodaya, Priority, Single Desti-
tute, Disabled, and APL scheme ration
cards. The renewal process is crucial
as it ensures that all ration cards are
updated and valid, allowing bene-
ficiaries to continue receiving their
entitlements. The e-KYC process is
mandatory for the renewal of ration
cards, serving as a key step in the ver-
ification and update procedure. Cur-
rently, there are about 77 lakh ration
card beneficiaries in the state. Out of
these, 70 lakh beneficiaries have suc-
cessfully renewed their ration cards.

EXAM RESULTS

10th-12th Re-calculation
and Re-evaluation

exam results released
RAIPUR: The Chhat- e

. . . . Th‘h‘
tisgarh Board of Sec- = =
ondary Education ﬂ _ n
(CGBSE),  Raipur,
has announced the === === = =
results for the re-calculation and re-evalu-
ation of the Higher Secondary Main Exami-
nation for the year 2024. The results were
released on June 23 and are now available
on the Board’s official website, www.cgbse.
nic.in. According to the Secretary of the
Chhattisgarh Board of Secondary Educa-
tion, a total of 10,960 applications were
received for re-calculation, while 9,876
applications were submitted for re-evalu-
ation. The results have shown changes in
marks for a significant number of students.
Specifically, 153 applications for re-calcula-
tion and 4,284 applications for re-evalua-
tion resulted in changes, making a total of
4,437 students whose marks were altered.

Patients celebrate mobility with dance and
Fashion walk after joint transplant surgery

RAIPUR: A heartwarming event was
recently held at Ramakrishna Care
Hospital, Bilaspur, where patients
who had undergone joint transplant
surgeries showcased their regained
mobility through a dance and fashion
walk. Organized by joint transplant
specialist Dr. Ankur Singhal, the event
highlighted the transformative impact
of advanced surgical techniques on
patients’ lives. Dr. Ankur Singhal,
known for his expertise in joint trans-
plant surgeries, invited patients to
share their experiences. Many of these
patients, some aged 80 to 85, demon-

strated their newfound ability to walk
without support - a stark contrast to
their pre-surgery dependence on sticks
and wheelchairs. The event celebrated
not just their physical recovery but also
their return to a normal, active life-
style. The success stories were made
possible through Dr. Singhal’s use of
the Minimum Cut Technique (MCT).
This innovative approach involves
performing the surgery through a
small incision without stitching the
skin, which significantly reduces pain,
speeds up recovery, and eliminates the
need for blood transfusions.

‘The Day’s
NUMBERS

ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION IN THE STATE

2024 [ 2673256

Power
production in
million units

202> I 2357297
2022 [ 2058301

2021 [ 118968.80
2020 [ 11,241.10

Source :Agencies

TRIBUTES PAID

Chief Minister pays
tribute to Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee

RAIPUR: Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai paid homage to the esteemed
educationist, nationalist thinker,
and philosopher Dr. Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee on his martyr-
dom day. On June 23, the Chief
Minister garlanded a photograph
of Dr. Mukherjee at his residence
office, honoring his memory and
contributions to the nation. Dur-
ing the tribute, Chief Minister Sai
spoke highly of Dr. Mukherjee’s
dedication, loyalty, and patrio-
tism. He emphasized that Dr. Muk-
herjee’s thoughts and principles
continue to inspire generations.
“His strong principles and think-
ing showed a new direction to the
youth. He will always be remem-
bered for his immense patriotism
and dedication to the unity and
integrity of the nation,” said Chief
Minister Sai. The Chief Minister
reaffirmed the commitment to Dr.
Mukherjee’s ideals, expressing
determination to build a prosper-
ous and strong India by following
the path laid out by the late phi-
losopher. The tribute serves as a
reminder of Dr. Mukherjee’s last-
ing impact on Indian society and
his unwavering dedication to the
country’s unity and progress.

TENNIS TOURNAMENT
Manasvi and Viharsharan
Bhatia triumph in Bhavan’s

RAIPUR: The Bhavnas RK Sarda Vidya
Mandir hosted the Under-17 Tennis
Tournament, where Manasvi emerged
victorious in the girls’ category and
Viharsharan Bhatia clinched the title
in the boys’ category. The school-level
competition saw participation from
around 40 young players, showcasing
their talents on the tennis court. In the
semi-finals, Aiyana triumphed over
Shailja with a score of 7-5, while Manasvi
defeated Gyanvi 7-4 to secure her spot
in the final. In a decisive final match,
Manasvi outplayed Aiyana with an 8-3
victory, earning the prestigious title in
the girls’ category. The semi-finals wit-
nessed Shivansh defeating Vedanchal
7-3. In the other semi-final, Viharsharan
Bhatia overcame Manas with a close 7-5
victory to advance to the final.
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SAIL-MTTI Ranchi signs
MoU with I[IM Raipur

To collaborate on academic activities and HRD interventions.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: A MoU was signed
between  SAIL-Manage-
ment Training Institute
(MTI), Ranchi, and the
Indian Institute of Man-
agement Raipur (IIM Rai-
pur), for the provision
of Learning and Devel-
opment (L&D) services
to MTI for its selected
employees, by IIM Rai-
pur, for coming three
years. KK Singh, Direc-
tor(Personnel), SAIL
joined the programme
virtually while Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) presided over the

FASTFACTS

@ This MoU will enable
creation of tailor made
courses for SAIL

® MTI will also render
academic support to
IIM Raipur

MoU signing ceremony
at Ispat Bhawan. Sanjay
Dhar, CGM (HR-L&D)
on behalf of SAIL-MTI,
Ranchi, and Prof Ram
Kumar Kakani, Director
(IIM Raipur) were sig-
natories to the Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing. Prof Satyasiba Das,

Sanjay Dhar, CGM (HR-L&D) on behalf of SAIL-MTI, Ranchi, and Prof Ram Kumar Kakani, Director (IIM Raipur) were MoU signatories.

-

IIM Raipur will provide Learning and
Development services to MTI

IIM Raipur will provide L&D services including cer-
tificate programmes, open programmes, custom-de-
signed programmes, Faculty support in  SAIL MTI pro-
grammes etc. Under this initiative, MTI will also render
academic support to IIM Raipur. With this MoU, SAIL and
IIM Raipur shall collaborate on academic activities and
HRD interventions and organise training programmes
for MTI-nominated participants by IIM Raipur through
Open Programmes or customised Programmes of IIM
Raipur, and joint training programmes for a third party
particularly in the steel and allied sectors.

Dean, External Relations
and Prof Varsha Maidi,
Chairperson, Entrepre-

neurship from IIM Raipur
were present as Special
Guests.

Women
Commission
hearing on
July 04

BHILAI: Chhattisgarh State
Women Commission
Chairperson Dr Kiranmayi
Nayak and Members will
conduct hearing of 41 cases
of Durg district related to
harassment of women on
July 04 in Durg. Hearing
will commence at 11:00
hrs at Prerna Sabhakak-
sha of Balgrih Complex,
Panch Building, Women
and Child Development
Department office, Durg.
After the Lok Sabha polls
and with the model code
of conduct being enforced,
no hearing into the cases
could take place for last
three months and due to
which on lifting of code
of conduct that this fresh
date of hearing into the
pending cases of women’s
commission.

Biker rams
into parked
truck; dies

BHILAL: A youth was killed
after his bike rammed into
a parked truck at Dham-
dha. The deceased was
identified as Tameshwar
Kosre (24) son of Human
Das Kosre a resident of
village Mandla, Khaira-
garh. Police lodged an
FIR against the driver of
truck bearing registration
number MPO7-GA-6803
under section 304-A, 283
of IPC.

Awareness drive underway
to disseminate information
on new criminal laws

Satya Narayan Rathore
Divisional Commissioner, Durg

Events organised for
water conservation

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: With the joint efforts
of Bhilai Municipal Cor-
poration and Surya Vihar
Colony, a seminar was orga-
nised on Sunday. As per the
instructions of the District
Collector, the event empha-
sised public awareness for
the success of the <Catch
the Rain’ campaign. BMC
Officers, residents of Surya
Vihar Residency and locals
attended the programme.
Drawing and painting com-
petition was organised for
the children. They gave the
message of saving rainwater
to save the future. Women
staged a street play and gave
the message of saving every

drop of water. They demon-
strated how we waste water
in our homes. We can save
thousands of liters of water
by preventing wastage while

HIGHLIGHT

© Women and children
give message of ‘Catch
the Rain’

brushing teeth, bathing,
washing utensils, washing
cars, cooking food, washing
hands and feet, etc. Under
the Catch the Rain cam-
paign, officers and employ-
ees of the corporation are
visiting various colonies,
labour colonies, slum hous-
ing societies, etc.

BMC removes roadside
encroachments

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Bhilai Munici-
pal Corporation is con-
tinuously taking action
against roadside vendors
and encroachers. Zone
Commissioner Yesha
Lehre and her team con-
ducted an inspection
on Sunday. During the
visit, the team spotted
the workers of Bombay
Dhaba throwing gar-
bage in the drains. Tak-
ing immediate action
against them, a fine of
Rs 8000 was imposed
on the dhaba owner. The
Municipal Corporation

team inspected the road
between Supela Gada
Chowk to Under Bridge.
Even after repeated
warnings, some of the
traders continue to
encroach upon the road
for doing business. On
spotting the BMC team,
most of them fled from
the spot. On the other
hand, some people
started arguing with the
team. Bhilai Municipal
Corporation team took
action against the trad-
ers who had put their
shops on the roadside
even after repeated
warnings.

Bar and Bench

™ :I
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Central Chronicle News

BHILAI:  District Legal
Services Authority Durg
organised a special yoga
session on the occasion
of International Yoga Day
at the New Auditorium of
District Court Durg. Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge
Sudhir Kumar and Fam-
ily Court Principal Judge
Girija Devi Meravi, other
judicial officers of District
Court and Family Court,
judicial employees, Coun-
sel of Legal Aid, Bar Asso-
ciation President Neeta
Jain, Secretary Ravi Shan-
kar Singh and other advo-
cates participated in the

program.
Khushal Chandra Chau-
han and Chandrakala

Chauhan, Master Trainer
of Art of Living Bhilai,

practice Yoga on
| s

were specially invited as
yoga instructors to con-
duct the session. They
displayed various yoga
asanas and explained
the benefits of yoga. One
can get a healthy and fit
body by regularly prac-
ticing yoga every day.
Yoga is useful for physical
and mental health. They
said that the art of living
a stress-free life in this
stressful world is possible
only through yoga. Today
the entire world is practic-
ing yoga and experiencing
its benefits. We are proud
that Yoga is India’s gift to
the world, he said.
District and Session
Judge Sudhir Kumar
appreciated and thanked
the master trainers and
urged all the people to
practice yoga daily.

Bootlegger
nabbed with
liquor

BHILAL: Police arrested a
man on charges of ped-
dling illicit liquor. Acting
on a tip off, a team of
Chhawani Police Station
nabbed Balvinder Singh
(34) son of Jagir Singh
a resident of Camp-2,
Bhilai. 29 quarters of
liquor worth Rs 3480
were recovered from
his possession. He was
booked under the provi-
sions of the Excise Act.

Truck hits
pedestrian

BHILAI: A pedestrian was
hit by a rashly moving
truck at Saksharta Square
in Supela on Sunday. The
victim Moolchand Sao is
a labourer and was cross-
ing the national highway
when a speeding truck
bearing registration num-
ber RJ47-GA-3362 hit him.
The victim suffered inju-
ries on left leg and hands
and is recuperating at
District Hospital. Police
lodged an FIR against the
accused truck driver.

Central Chronicle News

Mahaprabhu was
brought to the
Devsnan Mandap
while performing
Pahandi

BHILAI: Shri Jagannath
Temple Sector-4 will
celebrate the 55th Rath
Yatra Festival of Maha-
prabhu Shri Jagannath
Swami ji with religious
fervour. As the first epi-
sode of the Rath Yatra,
the religious event of
Devasnan Purnima was
performed on Saturday.
Mahaprabhu was taken
out of the temple and
brought to the Devsnan
Mandap while perform-
ing Pahandi with musi-
cal instruments. Maha-
prabhu Shri Jagannath
Swamy, elder brother
Lord Shri Balabhadra
Dev, and sister Mata
Subhadra were bathed

| MAHAPRABHU FALLS ILL |

Devasnan Purnima
celebrated with fervour

FASTFACTS

® God on falling fell ill
is kept in Ansar Griha

® Temple doors closed,
herbs and divine
medicines to be offered
to God

with scented water in
Devsnan Mandap with
all the rituals performed
by Purohit Pitwas Padhi

and Pandit Seemanchal
Rath, Saroj Das, Prakash
Das, Ranjan Mohapatra,
Ranjit Rath, Sushant Sat-
pathy.

After the bath, Maha-
prabhu was decorated
in the guise of a Gajraj.
Due to Mahaprabhu fall-
ing ill after Devsnan, he
was set in Ansar Griha
for rest. Now till July 05,
the doors of the temple

Rituals of Devsnan being performed.

will remain closed. Var-
ious herbs and divine
medicines will be offered
to Mahaprabhu during
this period. The doors
of temple will now be
opened for darshan after
“Netrotsav festival on
July 05. Then on July 07
a rath yatra will be taken
out from Shri Jagannath
Temple located in Sec-
tor-4.

NEWSLINE

RENAMED

Supela Under-
Bridge named
after Lt VR Bhasin

BHILAI: The newly con-
structed Supela Under
Bridge in Bhilai Munic-
ipal Corporation limits
has been named after
former MLA Late Vidya
Ratan Bhasin on his
first death anniversary.
On this occasion, fam-
ily members, his wife
Chander Bhasin, daugh-
ter Divya Bhasin Makkar,
son-in-law Sanjay Mak-
kar, Vaishali Nagar MLA
Rikesh Sen, Mayor Neeraj
Pal, MIC members, Bhilai
BJP President Mahesh
Verma, Corporators,
public representatives,
social workers, business-
men, and citizens were
present.

BREACH OF TRUST

Cement factory files
complaint against
transporter

BHILAI: ACC Cement
Jamul filed an FIR against
the transporters and
contractor on charges of
criminal breach of trust.
The transporter was
supplying sub-standard
coal to the cement fac-
tory. Even after repeated
reminders, there was no
improvement. Recently,
the company received
sub-standard coal con-
signment in three trucks
bearing registration num-
bers CGI10 BS 8330, CG
11 AB 7704 and CGO4 LR
7645. An FIR under sec-
tion 407, 511 has been
lodged against the drivers
and owners of the trucks.

DEATH

BSF jawan’s live-
in partner found
hanging

BHILAI: A woman alleg-
edly committed suicide
by hanging self at the
rented house of a BSF
Jawan. The investigating
police initially believed
that she was his wife but
later it was discovered
that she was his live-in
partner. BSF Jawan’s wife
and five children live in
Kolkata. The deceased
was identified as Pinky
Singh (28) a resident of
Assam. She was living
in Bhilai with BSF Jawan
Santosh Singh Rajput at

darshini Parisar. Recently
they shifted to a new
house in Indira Nagar
Supela, where the woman
committed suicide.

| SKILL TRAINING |

Godna tattoo art training inaugurated at Village Dumardih

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s CSR Department
in association with Chhat-
tisgarh Hasthshilp Vikas
Board inaugurated a
three-month training to
train women from Village
Dumardih, Durg in the skill
of Godna tattoo-making.
Preeti Bhatnagar, GM (MM)
inaugurated the 3-month-
long workshop.

Shivrajan  Nair, GM
(CSR), CS Kehri, Manager
(CG Handicrafts Devpt
Board), Chakshuprabha,

The guests at the inaugural function of training.

Sarpanch (Village Dumar-
dih), SK Kamde, Sr Mgr
(CSR), and other officials
from the CSR Department
and CG Handicrafts Devpt
Board were present on
this occasion, along with
trainee women, Panchayat

representatives, and villag-
ers in large numbers.

As many as 30 women
shall be trained in the skill
of Godna tattoo-making by
trainer Gayatri Das, so that
they can be self-employed
and thereby empowered.

e

“Tattoo making is

very altractive art

in today’s era and
is in demand”

Preeti Bhatnagar,
GM (MM), BSP

During the course of their
training, the women would
be given a stipend of Rs

3,000 per month.
Chief guest in her
address appreciated

the training initiatives
by the CSR department
to empower women.
This training program
is a holistic approach to
providing  employment
opportunities to women
and making them self-reli-
ant. Tattoo making is very
attractive art in today’s
era, and there is also a lot
of demand for handicrafts
in the market, said Bhatna-
gar. At the outset, Shivra-
jan Nair, gave the welcome
address and highlighted
the significance of godna
tattoo art training.

Fight the Bite
campaign underway

Central Chronicle News

BHILAL: Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is conducting a
campaign to avoid mosqui-
to-borne diseases. The joint
teams of District Malaria
Eradication Department
and Municipal Corporation
Bhilai are visiting various
wards and efforts are being
made to prevent the produc-
tion of larvae at the source.
Apart from this, Mitanins
are visiting door-to-door two
days a week and inspecting
the spots of water accumu-
lation in coolers, pots, tyres,

tanks, etc and are destroying
the larvae.

Experts opined that peo-
ple can prevent breeding
of mosquitoes by keeping
the cooler or utensils dry.
Through small steps, peo-
ple can win the war against
dengue, malaria and water-
borne diseases. Dry Day is
observed every Wednesday
in the BMC office. If the team
of the Health Department
or Municipal Corporation is
not visiting any locality, peo-
ple can seek help from the
Control Room on telephone
number 07882294303.

FELO-DE-SE
‘leenage girl
commils suicide

BHILAI: A 14-year-old girl
allegedly committed sui-
cide by hanging self at
home on Sunday morn-
ing. She was a student of
class 10th. The deceased
was Laxmi Vishwakarma,
a resident of PM Awas
Colony near Amrapali
Vananchal. Around 05:30
hrs, she dropped her
grandmother off at her
work place. After return-
ing back, she had a cup
of tea with her mother.
Later, the family mem-
bers found her hanging in
her room.
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FFake notes printed
by Naxalites seized

Naxalites were allegedly using the fake currency notes in weekly markets.

A huge cache of fake currency notes belonging to Naxalites and equipment used to print them in Sukma district.

Central Chronicle News

SUKMA: Security forces
have for the first time
recovered a huge cache
of fake currency notes
belonging to Naxalites and
equipment used to print
them in Chhattisgarh’s
Sukma district, a senior
police official said on Sun-
day.

According to the police,
Naxalites were allegedly
using the fake currency
notes in weekly markets
of interior areas of Bastar
region for a long time and
duping innocent tribals.

Naxalites were also
trying to destabilise the
Indian economy with this

FASTFACTS

® The recovery was
made on Saturday
evening on a forested
hill near Korajguda
village of the district.

move, Sukma Superinten-
dent of Police Kiran G Cha-
van claimed. The recovery
was made on Saturday
evening on a forested hill
near Korajguda village of
the district when a joint
team of security personnel
from various forces was
out on a search operation,
he said, without specifying
the exact face value of the
fake currency. “For the first

Naxalites engaged in printing fake notes

“Prima facie it was found that Naxalites were engaged
in printing fake notes in huge quantities. Further inves-
tigation suggested that in 2022, Naxalites in west Bas-
tar division area gave training of printing fake notes to
one or two members of each of their area committees,”
he said. The continuous anti-Naxal operations have
choked the funding chain of ultras, he said. “Under
pressure and due to shortage of funds, Naxalites have
been trying to use fake notes for procurement of vari-
ous items in the weekly markets of the region’s interior
pockets and duping local tribal vendors,” he said.

time, fake currency notes
belonging to Naxalites have
been recovered in the state
which has been struggling
with the menace for more
than three decades,” Cha-
van said terming the sei-
zure as a crucial success in

the anti-Naxal operation.

On sensing the pres-
ence of security per-
sonnel near Korajguda,
Naxalites escaped into
a dense forest leaving
behind their belongings,
the official said.

Selection
exam of
Class 11th
in Prayas on
July 21

RAIPUR: The entrance
exam in Class 11th of Pryas
Residential School run by
the SC, ST Development
department will be held
on July 21 from 11:00 am
to 1:30 pm at different
examination centres.

The students inter-
ested in taking part in the
selection exam can apply
through  department’s
website viz. www.tribal.
cg.gov.in) till 8 July 2024.

Co-op
inspectors
appointed

RAIPUR: It is based upon
the results of the exam
by State Public Service
Commission exam year
2022, the appointment
of selected officers in
the co-operative depart-
ment has been made. The
appointed candidate will
be on three years probab-
tion from the date of join-
ing on temporary basis
till further orders. The
candidates who have been
appointed in the post of
Co-operative  Inspectors
include Shashank Tiwari
in Korba; Garima Sharma
in Janjgir-Champa,
Nitin Agrawal inDurg,
Abhishekh Kumar Sinha
in Raipur; Rukhsar Bano
in Mungeli, Samriddhi
Tamrakar in Mahasa-
mund; Mukesh Gupta in
Raipur; Manish Kumar
Ratre in Bilaspur.

Restoration work in
Collector, District
Panchayat office done

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The District Col-
lector’s and SP office in
Balodabazar suffered
massive damage in the
arson and violence that
took place few days back.
To restore the damages
caused, the restoration
work of the Collectorate
got completed today.

It is as per instructions
by the Chief Minister, the
Collector Deepak Soni
completed the same with
a well-formulated strat-
egy. The Public Works
department worked for
24 hours and completed
it soon. Apart from this
the restoration of the dam-
aged District Panchayat
office and District Election
office was also completed
in record time along with
cleaning. On completion
of the restoration work,
there is an altogether a
different look of the office

HIGHLIGHT

® It is as per
instructions by the
Chief Minister, the
Collector Deepak Soni
completed the same
with a well-formulated

strategy.

now. In the restoration
work, the construction
of parapet; removal of
burnt APC board; new
railing and whitewash
with ‘putti’, installation
of CCTVs, Broadband;
removal of window panes,
ACs, fans, lights, switches
and others was done.

Tokhan Sahu pays
courtesy visit to CM Sai

RAIPUR: The Chief Min-
ister Vishnu Deo Sai
accorded warm wel-
come to the newly
elected LS MP and
Union Minister of State
for Housing and Urban
Affairs Tokhan Sahu at
his official residence
here on Sunday. Sai
extended greetings
to Sahu on becoming
Union Minister of State
at the Centre.

CM Sai held detailed
talks with the Union Min-
ister of State for Housing
and Urban Affairs about
giving momentum to
the housing and urban
development  schemes
in Chhattisgarh. On this
occasion MLA Purandhar
Mishra, along with citi-
zens of Mungeli, Bilaspur,
Lormi, Takathpur and
other places of Bilaspur
region were present.

Action taken against
unauthorized

VeI

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: On June 23,
2024, under the guidance
of Senior Divisional Com-
mercial Manager Avad-
hesh Kumar Trivedi , the
Commercial Department
conducted a thorough
inspection of catering
services and unautho-
rized vending at Raipur
Station.

The inspection, led by
Divisional =~ Commercial
Manager Rakesh Singh,
Assistant ~ Commercial
Manager Arvind Kumar
Sawhney, along with
04  Chief Commercial
Inspectors, Senior Pub-
licity Inspector, and 15
TTEs, covered all plat-
forms at Raipur Sta-

dors at Rly stn

[

tion and trains passing
through, including the
12130 Azad Hind Express

and 12410 Gondwana
Express. A rigorous cam-
paign was conducted
against unauthorized
vendors and a special
drive was initiated to
enhance catering quality.

During this operation,
05 unauthorized ven-
dors from Sopan Cater-
ers and 04 trolleys from
Sun Shine Caterers were
apprehended for selling
food openly on the plat-
forms without proper
covering. Three vendor
staff members were also
caught during checking
without appropriate uni-
forms and were dealt
with accordingly.

Sai condoles
demise

of Agni
Chandrakar

RAIPUR: Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai paid con-
dolences on sad demise
of former MLA and senior
leader Agni Chandrakar.
He prayed for peace to
the departed soul and
offered condolences
to grief stricken family
members.

CM Sai offer
rich tributes
to Rani
Durgawati

RAIPUR: CM Vishnu Deo Sai
remembered Rani Durga-
wati on her martyrdom day
i:e June 24 and offered her
rich tributes. Sai said that
Rani Durgawati is among
the courageous fighers of
Bharat, who sacrificed their
lives for the safety and secu-
rity of mother land. She has
written a new chapter of
victory with her courage
and dare. Her courge and
martyrdom would always
continue to motivate the
countrymen.

Central Chronicle News

MATS School of
Fashion Designing &
Technology proudly
organized its annual
fashion show, FASH-
IONOTSAYV 2024, one
of the most presti-
gious events promoted
by MATS University.

RAIPUR: The MATS School
of Fashion Designing &
Technology proudly orga-
nized its annual fashion
show, FASHIONOTSAV
2024, one of the most
prestigious events pro-
moted by MATS Uni-
versity. The ceremony,
held at Chokar Dhani,
witnessed the gracious
presence of esteemed
dignitaries and distin-
guished guests, who came
together to celebrate and
support the budding tal-
ents of the fashion design-
ing students.

The chief guest for

| FASHIONOTSAV-2024 |

MATS students showcase
talent and creativity

FASTFACTS

® The students
presented their
mesmerizing designs
and outfits through
various thematic
rounds, including
Bridal collection,
Kathakali outfit.

the event was Dr. Aruna
Palta, Vice Chancellor
of The Hemchand Yadav
Vishwavidyalaya who
described the event as

Students of MATS presented variety of designs in fashion show.

commendable. The guests
lauded the efforts of MATS
University and motivated
the students by highlight-
ing the vast career pros-
pects in fashion designing.
The program was inaugu-
rated with the lighting of
the lamp in front of the
idol of Maa Saraswati by
the Chief guest Dr. Aruna
Palta, Chancellor of MATS
University Shri  Gajraj
Pagaria, Director General
Shri Priyesh Pagaria, Vice
Chancellor Prof. KP Yadav,
Pro Vice Chancellor Dr.

Deepika Dhand, Registrar
Shri Gokulananda Panda,
and Head of Depart-
ment Mrs. Parvinder
Kaur, Many notable and
esteemed guests attended
the show.

Audrey Hepburn once
said, “Elegance is the only
beauty that never fades,”
and this sentiment was viv-
idly reflected in the event.
“Fashionotsav” served as
a platform for all the fash-
ion designing students to
showcase their style quo-
tient and creativity.

| BREAK THE BARRIER |

Walkathon for infertilily awareness month

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Nova IVF Fer-
tility celebrated Infer-
tility Awareness Month
with a walkathon in
Marine Drive Raipur.
The event, held on June
23, intended to break
the stigma around infer-
tility and promote open
conversations about the
medical condition. The
Chief Guest, Ms Lalita
Meher, Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police Raipur
and Dr Paulami Dey, Fer-
tility Specialist at Nova
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IVF Fertility, flagged
the event. Over 80 par-
ticipants came forward
to spread awareness of
infertility.

“Infertility is not just
a problem in big cit-
ies; it’s becoming com-
mon in smaller cities

too,” said Dr Paulami
Dey, Fertility Consul-
tant at Nova IVF Fertil-
ity Raipur. “In Raipur,
I see PCOS (hormonal
disorder) in 35-40% of
women and unhealthy
sperm in 50% of men.
One major cause
of rising infertility is
the increased use of
tobacco, especially
Gutka, which signifi-
cantly affects male fer-
tility. Additionally, many
men use steroids for
bodybuilding, which
also reduces their fertil-

e

Infertility is not
just a problem
in big cities;
it’s becoming
common in
smaller cities too
Dr Paulami Dey

Fertility Specialist

ity. Through this Walka-
thon, we aim to educate
the public about infertil-
ity and break the stigma
thereby encourage cou-

ples to seek medical
advice and support.”

Several lifestyle fac-
tors can influence fer-
tility including lifestyle,
environmental, and
medical issues. Poor
diet, lack of exercise,
obesity, and excessive
alcohol, tobacco can
lead to infertility issues.

Dr Paulami empha-
sized the importance
of addressing infertility
early, “Infertility is on
the rise, and it is critical
to visit fertility specialist
in a timely manner.

Laxmi’s story of
succes thru MVY

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Mahtari Van-
dan  YojanaChhattisgarh
government’s  ambitious
scheme, Mahtari Vandan
Yojana, is proving to be a
boon for women across the
state. Smt. Laxmi Futan of
Raipur had a dream that
financial difficulties pre-
vented her from fulfilling.
However, the scheme has
brought about significant
changes in her life. Laxmi
manages the household
chores while her husband,
Shri Gopal Futan, works as

a daily wage labourer. She
explained that previously,
household expenses were
covered by her husband’s
earnings, but purchasing
small daily necessities was
not less than a challenge
for her. With the finan-
cial assistance received
through this scheme, she
now manages these needs
and even saves money.
Expressing her happiness,
Smt. Laxmi shared, “I have
always wanted to wear
gold and silver jewelry, but
due to our financial situa-
tion, it wasn’t possible.

NEWSLINE

BRAND ENDORSER

Sumit Nagal
made Brand
Endorser of BoB

>

RAIPUR/MUMBAI:  Bank
of Baroda (Bank), one
of India’s leading pub-
lic sector banks, today
announced that the Bank
has signed rising Indian
tennis player Sumit Nagal
as its brand endorser. The
move is in alignment with
the Bank’s long-stand-
ing philosophy to sup-
port emerging talented
and ambitious Indian
sportspersons as they
endeavour to compete
with the best on the world
stage. Aged 26 years,
Sumit Nagal will be stra-
tegically positioned by the
Bank to target a younger
demographic and a new
generation of customers
with a range of products
specifically designed for
this segment.

REVIEW

Balodabazar
Collector, SP
review law and

order

RAIPUR: As the traces of
recent violent agitation in
the collectorate, is dimin-
ishing, and the office
administration is gradually
coming back to normal,
the Balodabazar District
Collector Deepak Soni and
Senior Superintendent of
Police Vijay Agarwal today
reviewed the law and order
in a meeting with senior offi-
cials. All sub divisional mag-
istrates (SDMs) and sub divi-
sional officer- police (SDOPs)
were asked to strengthen
the information system
at the ground level and
increase police patrolling.
The Collector instructed
the concerned officers to
compulsorily hold peace
committee meetings in vil-
lages from time to time,
keep a constant watch on
religious places.

CRIME

Liquor contractor
brutally beats
his wife

RAIPUR: A heart-wrench-
ing video of a man was
seen beating his wife. The
victim lady has blamed
city police for not taking
action against her hus-
band. As the video show-
ing the brutality of the
liquor contractor is intol-
erable the degree of the
torture can be fathomed,
yet no case has been regis-
tered against the accused,
lamented the victim.

The victim accused
her husband, liquor con-
tractor Priyaprakash
Gupta alias Raju, a res-
ident of Boriyakhurd,
and her brother-in-law
of brutally beating her
and doing obscene acts
to her. In the viral video,
husband  Priyaprakash
is seen brutally beating
his wife on the road. The
victim has accused the
husband and his brother
Prabhash Gupta alias Kaju
Gupta of brutally beating
her. The victim has also
accused her brother-in-
law and husband of doing
obscene acts after beating
her. When she went to
Tikrapara Police Station,
despite complaining for
the last several days, the
police did not take any
action, she blamed.
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Officers and employees
associated with sickle cell
program in the district
should plan and work for
screening of maximum
number of people.

Collector Korea

VK Langeh
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al launches greenery
rotection drive

Bastar Commissioner developed a strategy to plant
562,000 saplings across seven districts in the Bastar region

Central Chronicle News

JAGDALPUR: Chief Min-
ister  Vishnu Deo Sai
has initiated an effort to
preserve the greenery
around the centres of
faith in Bastar. The state
government will launch a
special campaign to plant
trees around these sacred
sites in the region, with
active involvement from
tribal communities.

It’s worth noting that
tribal communities and
other traditional forest
dwellers hold immense
faith in water, forests,
land, and their places of
worship. Trees around the
Dev Gudi and Mata Gudi
sites have significance
as deities. There is a tra-
dition of preserving the
trees and plants located
at these faith centres.
In this plantation drive,
trees will be planted at
approximately 7,055
Devgudi-Matagudi  sites
and 3,455 sites having for-
est rights recognition cer-
tificates across the Bastar
region, covering a total
area of 2,607.200 hect-
ares. Besides Devgudi and
Matagudi, trees will also
be planted around ancient
monuments and other
significant sites. The initia-

tive will include fruit-bear-
ing and shade-providing
plants such as neem,
mango, jamun, karji, and
amaltas, along with other
species suggested by the
villagers.

The Bastar Commis-

CM Sai planting sapling at Dev Gudi and Mata Gudi sites

o S

have significance as deities .

sioner has developed a
strategy to plant 562,000
saplings across seven dis-
tricts in the Bastar region.
The Chief Executive Offi-
cers of the zila panchayats
in each of the seven dis-
tricts have been desig-

HIGHLIGHT

o State government
will plant trees in
approximately 7,055
Devgudi-Matagudi sites
and 3,455 sites with
forest rights recognition
certificates across the
Bastar region

nated as nodal officers for
the tree-planting initia-
tive. The Commissioner
instructed the officials to
invite village heads, Baiga,
Sirha, Perma, Manjhi,
Chalki, Guniya, Gayta,
Pujari, Patel, Bajniya,
Atpahariya, and public
representatives on the
day of the planting. He
set a goal to complete the
plantation work by July
15, 2024, with the sup-
port of the Forest Depart-
ment. Additionally, he
instructed the collectors
to monitor the progress of
the tree-planting efforts.

It should be noted that
3,455 community forest
rights certificates have
been issued to various
gram sabha in the name
of deities under Section
3(1)(5) of the Scheduled
Tribes and Other Tradi-
tional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006.

Five narrowly
escape

a major
accident

ARANG: Five youths in
Ertiga car bearing No.
CG 10 BS 1629 left from
Bilaspur  Mungeli to
Jagannath Puri and when
they reached Mordhwaj
Nagri Arang near Pipala
Chowk at around 3:30
in the night and saw full
beam of headlights from a
truck coming from oppo-
site direction and due to
which the car turnd out of
control and hit the Board
in the front. Due to full
beam the person could
not see clearly and it got
badly damaged. The five
perons including Rish-
abh (Shubhash) narrowly
escaped a major accident
and did not even receive
any scratches.

Woman
murdered on
suspicion of
witchcraft

GAURELLA: A 60 yr old
woman was murdered
with suspicion of witch-
craft in a planned man-
ner by Kotavar. Body
of this woman was
found near the bridge
between Gram Bhas-
kura and Kodoras. It was
based upon facts and
evidences, the police
nabbed Kotavar Vira-
sulal and he accepted
his crime and another
female accused Kanwaria
Bai was also nabbed from
her residence.

Int'ni

Yoga Day
celebrated at
ADUEMS

ARANG: International
Yoga Day was cele-
brated with enthusi-
asm in the district in
Arundhati Devi Utkrisht
English Medium School
(ADUEMS) Arang as per
directions of Sub-Divi-
sional Officer Revenue
Pushpendra Sharma and
under the leadership of
Chief Executive Officer
Janpad Panchayat Arang
Kumar Singh Lahare.
People from all walks of
life were seen enthusi-
astically participating in
the program, inspite of
the pouring rain here.

On this occasion,
the Yoga instructors
instructed the audi-

ence with asanas of
Utkatasana, Vrikshasana,
Sarvangasana, Bhu-
jangasana, Shashank
Asana, Vajrasana, Titli
Asana, Mandukasana,
Greevasana as well as
Pranayama and Anulom

Vilom, Bhramari and
Kapalbhati Yoga were
also done.

Central Chronicle News

A district level pro-
gram for screening
and awareness of
sickle cell was jointly
organized by District
Health Committee and
two departments at the
District Hospital.

KOREA: On World Sickle
Cell Day, in the presence
of Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh, District Pan-
chayat Chief Executive
Officer Dr. Ashutosh Cha-
turvedi, President of Jan-
pad Panchayat Baikunth-
pur Smt. Saubhagyawati
Kusro, a district level
program for screening
and awareness of sickle
cell was jointly organized
by District Health Com-
mittee, Women and Child
Development and Tribal
Development Depart-
ment at the District Hos-
pital on Wednesday.

On the occasion of

| SICKLE CELL AWARENESS |

FACTFILE

@ Information was
given about symptoms
of sickle cell disease
and prevention from
infection.

©0n this occasion,
sickle cell identity
cards were distributed
to the beneficiaries.

World Sickle Cell Day,
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh informed that
this campaign will run
from 19 June to 3 July
2024. He asked the offi-

Sickle Cell pati

cers and employees asso-
ciated with the sickle cell
program in the district to
plan and work for screen-
ing of maximum number
of people and achieve
100% status.

On World Sickle Cell
Day, people were told
that Haemoglobin works
to deliver sufficient oxy-
gen to all the cells in our
body, but this work gets
disrupted in sickle cell
disease. It is a genetic dis-
ease. The most common
symptom of sickle cell
disease is sudden sharp
pain in bones, muscles,

4 17§
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ients were issued Sickle Identity card.

Collector flags off sickle cell

cradication publicity vehicle

stomach or back. Peo-
ple often feel tired and
weak. Sickle cell disease
destroys red blood cells,
which causes anemia.
A person suffering from
this may have problems
like yellowing of the skin,

difficulty in breathing
and dizziness.
On this occasion,

sickle cell identity cards
were distributed to the
beneficiaries. With this
identity card, they will
get proper treatment of
sickle cell disease and
the benefits of various
schemes.

| MEDICINAL PLANT |

Ank: An Avurvedic plant with potential health benefils

Central Chronicle News

PANDARIA: There are
a large number of Ank
plants in Pandaria and the
surrounding areas which
are laden with flowers.
The number of Ank plants
is increasing continuously
in the last few years. Ank
flower is small, white and
bowl-shaped. It is red
and purple in color. Ank
flower is attractive to look
at. It is considered to be
the favorite flower of Lord

Shiva and is used for His
worship.

Bumblebees and sun-
birds suck the nectar of
Ank flowers. The plant
grows on its own in bar-

ren land, open and dry
areas in India. Its height
is 5 to 7 feet and it’s bush-
like. Ank is a medicinal
plant. Everything of this
plant is useful. Ank pro-

o0

AnKk is a medicinal
plant and every
part of this
plant is useful
and it provides
relief from
many physical
problems.

Villagers
Pandaria

vides relief from many
physical problems. Mix-
ing 3 grams of turmeric
powder well with two
spoons of Ank milk and
rose water and apply-
ing its paste on the face
makes the skin soft.
Ank flower is used for
headaches and ear pain.
Applying its milk on the
head provides relief in
migraine. Ear related
diseases can be cured by
putting the juice of Ank
leaves in the ear.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

INVITED

Applications invited for
state level sports awards

KORBA: The Sports and Youth Welfare
Department has invited applications
for sports awards till June 30. These
awards are given to players, trainers,
judges who perform outstandingly for
the state and under the State Sports
Decorations, such players of the senior
category are decorated with the Sha-
heed Rajiv Pandey Award, who have
won a medal in the National Champi-
onship or National Games or have rep-
resented the country in an authorized
international competition. Similarly,
those players of the junior category are
decorated with the Shaheed Kaushal
Yadav Award, who have won a medal
in the National Championship of the
Junior category. Such male and female
players who have represented Chhat-
tisgarh in the national championship
in the senior category four times in the
last 5 years are awarded the Shaheed
Pankaj Vikram Samman.

WELLNESS

Yoga Day celebrated in
Shishu Mandir

'f'.ﬁ f

ARANG: International Yoga Day was
celebrated in Saraswati Shishu Mandir
High School Arang. It started with the
chanting of the organization mantra
and Om and on this occasion, Kapal-
bhati, Bhastika, Bhramni, Pranayama,
Vajrasana, Ushtrasana, Sarvangasana,
Shirshasana, Ardhakati Chakrasana,
Tadasana, Trikon Asana, Parsva Kon
Asana, Veerbhadra Asana Type 1 Ash-
tanga Yoga were explained. Hasta
Mudrika was concluded with Pledge
and Kalyan Mantra finally. The pro-
gram was conducted by the school’s
Yoga Acharya Santosh Shankh.

Chouksey Group of Colleges celebrate Int’nl
Yoga Day with enthusiasm and unity

BILASPUR: In a vibrant celebration
of wellness and unity, CHOUKSEY
GROUP OF COLLEGES marked inter-
national yoga day on June 21 with a
series of engaging events promoting
the physical, mental and spiritual ben-
efits of yoga. The celebration kicked
off at sharp 06:30 AM with a large-s-
cale Yoga Session on the main lawn,
led by renowned instructor and sport
Officer Dr. Md. Shahid. Participants
of all ages including all teaching, non

-teaching staffs and students gathered
to practice asanas and pranayama,
creating a harmonious and invigorat-
ing start to the day

“Yoga is not just and exercise;
it’s a way to discover oneness with
yourself and nature,” said Dr. Ash-
ish Jaiswal, Managing Director of
Chouksey Group. Practical ses-
sions on meditation, Stress Man-
agement, and balanced diets were
also conducted.

The Day’s
NUMBERS

TOP FIVE RICE PRODUCING STATES
IN INDIA AS ON 2024

we I 1575

Rice
Production
(in million
tonnes)

up I 125
Punjab _ 11.82

v I 758

Source= Agency
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HARMONY

Agriculture Minister
Netam leads mass yoga
session in Koriya

KOREA: Agriculture Minister and Min-
ister in charge of Koriya district Shri
Ramvichar Netam participated in a
mass yoga session at Ramanuj Mini
Stadium in Baikunthpur district head-
quarters this morning to mark Inter-
national Yoga Day. He urged people to
integrate yoga into their daily routines.
Baikunthpur MLA Bhaiyalal Rajwade
graced the event as a special guest.
Public representatives, dignitaries, offi-
cers, employees, and a large number of
school students participated in various
yoga asanas during the programme.
Minister Netam extended congratula-
tions and best wishes on the occasion,
stressing the global significance of yoga.
He stated “Today we all practiced yoga
here, similar programmes are being
organized worldwide. Our country’s
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
taken a step ahead to unite the world
through yoga, promoting health and
well-being. A healthy body stems from
a healthy mind; incorporating yoga into
our daily lives is essential for maintain-
ing good health.” Baikunthpur MLA,
Bhaiyalal Rajwade, conveyed his wishes
on Yoga Day on behalf of himself, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and the state’s
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai.

EMPOWERMENT

Teachers must take up
social responsibilities:
BEO Joshi

RAJIM: The government is organizing a
teacher training workshop to develop
Hindi and mathematical skills of chil-
dren through new techniques in edu-
cation in which the last day of the sec-
ond phase of Rajim zone was started
with the worship of Goddess Saraswati

in which SRG Mrs. Neeta Sarva,
Ramesh Kumar Malekar, Bhole Shan-
kar Soni, Ram Manohar Nishad Bal-
ram Banjare and others participated.
To make the atmosphere devotional,
Saraswati Vandana was presented by
Ramesh Malekar and Mrs. Padmani
Sahu. After that, prayer song was per-
formed by Bhagwati Patel; inspira-
tional song by Tej Ram Sahu and San-
tosh Sahu (cac) Mat kar tu abhimaan
re bande inspired everyone.
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Over 1000 brick kilns operate illegally in Mungeli, supplying red bricks

Central Chronicle News

MUNGELI: The govern-
ment has enforced a com-
plete ban on the use of
red bricks in both govern-
ment and private institu-
tions. Despite this, more
than 80 percent of con-
struction projects in the
district continue to use
them. Over 1000 brick
kilns operate illegally
in Mungeli, supplying
red bricks to numerous
houses being built under
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) and pri-
vate projects. The govern-
ment’s ban aims to control
environmental pollution
and prevent deforesta-
tion. However, the wide-
spread use of red bricks
in PMAY houses raises
questions about enforce-
ment. Illegal brick kilns
are rampant in various
blocks, including villages
near the city, ignoring
regulations. These oper-
ators have not obtained
the necessary No Objec-
tion Certificates (NOCSs) or
informed the government
or Panchayat.

Fly ash, a byproduct
of coal dust from power
plants and factories, is
an environmental hazard
due to its high silica con-
tent, causing respiratory
issues like asthma. The
government  mandates
the use of ash bricks to
mitigate this threat. Yet,

FASTFACTS

® lllegal brick

Kkilns in Mungeli
operate without No
Objection Certificates,
ignoring government
regulations and
enforcement, raising
serious concerns.

oFly ash from

power plants poses
respiratory hazards
due to high silica
content, prompting
government mandates
for ash brick use.

red bricks continue to
be used, highlighting a
gap in policy implemen-

High demand for red bricks

Despite their higher cost, red bricks remain in high
demand in both cities and rural areas, sold at 8 to 12
rupees per brick. In contrast, fly ash bricks are cheaper,
yet less preferred. Red bricks are widely used in Gram
Panchayat projects. The government is implementing var-
ious environmental protection schemes, including efforts
by the Forest Department to prevent illegal wood cutting.
However, brick kiln operators continue to cut green trees
to produce bricks. According to the District Mineral Offi-
cer, some sections have exemptions for manufacturing
red bricks, but unauthorized production is illegal.

tation. Panchayat repre-
sentatives, including Sar-
panchs and secretaries,
are allegedly complicit,
allowing illegal operations
without proper permits.
Complaints have surfaced

about their involvement
in running these kilns
and using red bricks in
PMAY houses, undermin-
ing government efforts to
promote sustainable con-
struction practices.

Minister  Jaya  Gupta,
along with State Wom-
en’s Assembly Vice Presi-
dent Anita Gupta, Patron
Pramila Gupta, President
Sapna Gupta, Asha Gupta,
and other members, per-
formed yoga at the local
Radhakrishna Temple.
They demonstrated vari-
ous asanas including Swas-
tikasana, Yoga Mudrasana,
Gorakshasana, Ardhamats-
enasana, and Butterfly
Asana. These asanas are
beneficial for protecting
the body from diseases,
enhancing facial beauty,
and keeping mental dis-
orders at bay. The event
highlighted the impor-
tance of yoga in promot-
ing physical and mental
well-being.

Crackdown
on illegal
mining

MUNGELI: Strict action
is underway against ille-
gal mineral excavation
and transportation.
A joint team, includ-
ing Sargaon Tehsildar
Shashi Narmada Nayak,
R.I., Patwari, and
Police, seized five trac-
tor-trolleys involved in
illegal sand excavation
in the Maniyari river
of Nagar Panchayat
Sargaon. The seized
vehicles were handed
over to Sargaon Police
Station. Further action
will be taken as per reg-
ulations.

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: Sarpanch
Manorama Sanjay Yadav
of Pandadah village pan-
chayat was removed from
her position after a no-
confidence motion was
passed. Surrounded by
allegations of arbitrari-
ness and failing to con-
struct a building despite
withdrawing funds,
Yadav lost the support of
the panchayat members.
On June 3, more than
16 panchs submitted a
memorandum to the
SDM, demanding the no-
confidence motion. Fol-
lowing an investigation,
SDM Tankeshwar Sahu
scheduled the motion for
June 21. Naib Tehsildar
Mohan Jharia presided
over the proceedings.
During the vote, 16
panchs supported the

motion, while only one
voted in favor of Yadav.
With a total of 19 officials
in the panchayat, the
overwhelming vote led
to her removal. Panchs
cited multiple grievances,
including Yadav’s arbi-
trary  decision-making,
lack of communication
about panchayat works,
and failure to start con-
struction despite with-
drawing 4 lakh rupees
months ago. Her irregular
attendance further fueled
the discontent. The no-
confidence motion was
seen as a necessary step
to address these issues
and restore accountability
in the panchayat. The pre-
siding officer announced
the results, confirming
the successful removal
of Sarpanch Yadav, aim-
ing to bring better gover-
nance to Pandadah.

Akashvani news
credibility remains strong

RAJIM: The Jai Maa
Ghatarani Yuva Radio
Listeners Club Presi-

dent, Yogeshwar Sahu,
confirmed that Akash-
vani news maintains its
credibility. A media sur-
vey revealed that both
main and regional news
from Akashvani Delhi are
broadcasted in various
dialects and considered
highly reliable. Radio
has a long history as a
powerful communication
medium, broadcasting

news, sports, entertain-
ment, and more. Today,
Akashvani reaches 95% of
the population through
mobile apps, DTH, AM,
and FM. The popularity
of radio has surged since
Prime Minister Modi’s
“Mann Ki Baat” program.
Listeners, including
club members like State
President Mohan Lal
Devangan, have praised
Akashvani for its consis-
tent reliability and wide-
spread reach.

Farmers demand
compensation for
railway land

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: Farmers
from Sarangpur village,
along with the Rail-
way Sangharsh Samiti,
have demanded imme-
diate action from the
Collector regarding
compensation and job
allocation for the land
acquired for the Don-
gargarh-Katghora rail-
way line. The memo-
randum, submitted by a
large group of farmers,
emphasizes the need for
proper compensation
and a government job
for one family member
of each affected farmer
before the land acquisi-
tion proceeds.

The Railway Sang-
harsh Samiti highlighted
that the railway line
project, initially pro-
posed in 2018, is set to
restart after a six-year
hiatus. A significant por-
tion of farmland falls
within the proposed
railway route, impacting

numerous farmers. The
committee and villagers
stressed that the state
or central government
should ensure fair com-
pensation and job allo-
cation.

The memorandum
also pointed out that
since the Bhoomi Pujan in
2018, the process of land
transactions and obtain-
ing death certificates has
been halted for seven
years, causing complica-
tions for farmers. Many
have developed their
lands, including building
houses and bore wells,
during this period.

The farmers have
called for a re-survey of
the land to be acquired
to address the changes
and developments made
over the years. They reit-
erated their demands for
a new survey, adequate
compensation, and job
provision to mitigate the
impact of the land acqui-
sition for the railway
project.

Union
minister
welcomed

MUNGELI: Union Minis-
ter of State for Housing
and Urban Affairs, Tok-
han Sahu, was warmly
welcomed in Umaria on
Thursday. The Janpad
Panchayat family, led
by District Vice Pres-
ident Pawan Pandey,
greeted him. Chairman
Dr. Shivkumar Banjara,
Shailendra Tiwari, Vijay
Sahu, Ramphal Sahu and
Dinesh Jaiswal were also
present for the occasion.

Dilapidated
Road Woes
Persist

PANDARIA: The 4 km
stretch from Kumhi to
Bodtara in Pandaria
block is in dire condi-
tion, with pond-like
potholes forming. This
makes commuting to
the block headquarters
challenging, especially
with the onset of the
rainy season. Despite
being over six years old,
the road has not been
repaired, worsening its
condition.

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh adminis-
tration takes action to
address the ongoing
water crisis issues.

KHAIRAGARH: The dis-
trict administration is
actively addressing the
water crisis in Atikasa
and surrounding vil-
lages. Following Collec-
tor Chandrakant Verma’s
directives, a team led
by Executive Engineer
Sahdev Prasad Sonwani
from the Public Health
Engineering Department
inspected the affected
areas. They engaged
with local Sarpanch and
villagers, promising to
complete pending works
under the Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion within a week.

Sonwani reported
that pipeline laying,
domestic tap connec-

tions (FHTC), and power
pump installations have

| ENSURING WATER ACCESS |

District administration
acts to resolve water crisis

FASTFACTS

® Pipeline connections
and power pump
installations completed
in multiple villages.

o Adequate water
supply ensured
through operational
hand pumps and power
pumps.

been finalized in Pircha-
tola, Atikasa, Bhursatola,
and Khonga. Currently,
Pirchatola benefits from
a newly installed power
pump. Within a week,
direct water supply via
power pumps will com-
mence in the aforemen-
tioned villages through
the connected pipelines.
Previously, the absence
of successful tube wells

e SR e 5 Sy
Drinking water is being supplied by installing a power pump in Pirchatola.

delayed marking locations
for high-level water res-
ervoirs, boundary walls,
and chlorinator rooms.
Now, successful tube wells
have been established,
and construction sites
selected, expediting these
projects. Presently, Pirch-
atola has six hand pumps
and two power pumps
operational, while Atikasa
has five hand pumps.

| PUBLIC FRUSTRATION MOUNTS |

Hllegal liquor sales rampant in Kurud district

Central Chronicle News

KURUD: Despite a govern-
ment-imposed dry day to
honor Kabirdas, illegal
liquor sales flourished
in Kurud city. Kabirdas,
a revered saint, thinker,
and social reformer,
preached against socie-
tal evils like alcoholism.
His teachings emphasize
serving humanity and liv-
ing simply, highlighting
the harms of alcohol. The
Chhattisgarh government
declared his birth anni-
versary a dry day, ban-

ning liquor sales.
However, in Kurud
city, illegal liquor sales
persisted from Sandha
Chowk, the bus stand,
to Dhobani Para-Bharda

—

Road. Vendors operated
openly throughout the
day, unaffected by the
ban, while the police
administration remained
seemingly unaware.

e

We're frustrated
and angry at the
police for their
lack of action
against these
illegal liquor
vendors.

Residents
Kurud
The new bus stand,
intended for commuter
use, has become a hub
for illicit activities,

including liquor theft and
sales. Despite its prox-
imity to the electricity
department and a senior
police officer’s office,
illegal activities contin-
ued unabated, frustrat-
ing residents. Residents
are particularly angry at
the police for not taking
action against the illegal
vendors. The widespread
sale and consumption of
alcohol not only defy the
ban but also lead to lit-
tering and disturbances
across the city.

Free yoga camp
concludes on Yoga Day

Central Chronicle News

DHAMDHA: A five-day
free yoga demonstra-
tion and training camp
was successfully orga-
nized from June 17 to 21
under the Chhattisgarh
Government Directorate
of AYUSH Department.
Held near Pushp Vatika
Ward No. 04 Government
Pharmacy, the sessions
ran from 7 to 9 AM. The
event concluded on Yoga
Day, June 21, with enthu-
siastic participation from
the community. A total

of 229 people joined
the camp, including 77
women, 84 men, 30 boys,
and 38 girls. The final
session took place at the
Bazaar Ground building,
drawing widespread par-
ticipation. The closing
ceremony featured Dr.
Ruby Vasnik, Ayurvedic
Medical Officer at Gov-
ernment Ayurvedic Phar-
macy Dhamdha, along
with prominent citizens
of Dhamdha. The camp
aimed to promote physi-
cal and mental well-being
through yoga.

RAJIM: NCC cadets from

SAGES Charra were hon-
oured by the Chief Minis-
ter for their outstanding
performances at national
camps. Under the guid-
ance of 27 Chhattisgarh
NCC Battalion Raipur,
Cadet Muskan Devangan
excelled in the All India
Girls Trekking Camp in
Himachal Pradesh, and
Cadet Konika Sahu shone
in the Ek Bharat Shresh-
tha Bharat Camp in MP,
winning in a folk dance
competition. On Interna-
tional Yoga Day, June 21,
they received accolades
at the Medhavi Vidyarthi
Samman Samaroh. Offi-
cials and educators con-
gratulated them, wishing
them bright futures.

DISRUPTED

Blocked culvert
causes road
closure

PANDARIA: Light rains
have caused water to
overflow on Badaura
road due to a blocked
drain pipe on Harinala
near Rehman Kapa, 4 km
from Pandaria town. The
culvert’s cement pipes,
crucial for water flow,
were filled with mud,
causing overflow onto
the road. This block-
age affects residents of
Badaura, Jamunpani,
and Kulhidongri, who
rely on this route.

ARRESTED

Youth arrested
for carrying
ganja

ARANG: Under the Abhi-
yan Nijat initiative by
Senior  Superintendent
of Police Raipur, Arang
police arrested a youth
for carrying illegal
ganja. Station in-charge
Satyendra Singh Shyam
reported that  near
Lakhauli Over Bridge, a
suspect was spotted with
a white plastic bag. Upon
seeing the police, the sus-
pect tried to flee but was
apprehended.

Crackdown

Crackdown on
illegal liquor
continues

KHAIRAGARH: The Dis-
trict Excise Department
is intensifying efforts to
curb illegal liquor activi-
ties. Since the formation
of the new district, 111
cases have been regis-
tered and 101 accused
arrested. Officials have
seized 619 liters of ille-
gal liquor worth Rs 1.44
lakh, along with 1965 kg
of Mahua Lahan and two

two-wheelers.  District
Excise Officer Digesh
Devangan refuted

rumors about opening
a liquor shop in Gram
Panchayat Udaipur, clar-
ifying that there are no
such plans. To report
illegal liquor activities,
residents can confiden-

tially contact district
officials at provided
numbers.
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‘He didn’t live to see his
son’s {irst birthday’

Ghulam Bhat remembers the son who went too early, memories that come back to hit
even stronger when he sees the child who will never know his father.

Sumir Kaul

SRINAGAR: Eight months
on, his son’s dying words,
calm and reassuring even
as he took his last breath,
still reverberate. “I am
hit...Please don’t panic,”
DSP Humayun Bhat told
his father, retired Jammu
and Kashmir Inspector
General of Police Ghulam
Hasan Bhat, over the
phone.

That was September 13
last year. Humayun called
his father from Kokernag
in south Kashmir after a

gunfight with terrorists
that eventually claimed
the lives of four security
personnel. The call lasted
just 13 seconds. Today,
a month away from his
grandson Ashar’s first
birthday, Ghulam Bhat
remembers the son who
went too early, memo-
ries that come back to hit
even stronger when he
sees the child who will
never know his father.
“When 1 see Ashar
crawling, I remember
my son Humayun. I wish
Humayun could have

HIGHLIGHT

® Humayun rests in

a cemetery just 150
metres from the family
home.

® Humayun received
bullet injuries and
later succumbed to the
injuries.

lived longer. Next month
is Ashar’s first birth-
day. He didn’t live long
enough to see even that,”
Ghulam Bhat said.

The former IGP, who

dedicated 34 years to the
police force, recounts in
detail that last phone call,
the 13 seconds at 11.48 am
that will live in his mem-
ory forever.

“Papa I am hit. I have
been hit in the abdo-
men,” Humayun said.
And then added after
a pause, “Please don’t
panic.” The phone got cut
after that. But panic the
father did. “It is easier
said than done. I guess
those were the most dif-
ficult moments of my
life because I was not

sure what was happen-
ing till I reached 92 Base
Hospital of the army in
Srinagar waiting for my
injured son,” he said.
Security forces person-
nel are always brought to
the hospital. Around 3.30
pm came the next call
he had been dreading. “I
was constantly in touch
with senior officers of the
police. Around 3.30, then
DIG of South Range sent
me a picture of Humayun
been brought down the
hillside on a makeshift
stretcher.”

Kelu sworn in
as Minister in
LDF govt in
Kerala

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
CPI(M) MLA O R Kelu was
sworn in as a Minister in
the CPI(M)-led LDF govern-
ment in Kerala on Sunday
at the Raj Bhavan here.
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan administered the
oath of office to the new
minister.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, his Cabinet col-
leagues, Left Legislators,
Leader of Opposition V
D Satheesan and IUML
leader P K Kunhalikutty
among others were pres-
ent. Kelu, the 54-year-
old CPI(M) leader from
a tribal community in
Wayanad replaces K Rad-
hakrishnan, who resigned
as Minister for Welfare
of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, Parlia-
mentary Affairs and Devas-
wom after being elected
to the Lok Sabha from the
Alathur seat.

Press Trust Of India

The 16-metre-long
bridge was being built
ata cost of Rs 1.5 cr.

MOTIHARI: An under-con-
struction small bridge
collapsed in East Cham-
paran district on Sunday
in third such incident in
Bihar in less than a week,
officials said.

No casualty was
reported in the incident
that happened in Gho-
rasahan block in Moti-
hari, they said.

The 16-metre-long
bridge was being built
over a canal by the state’s
Rural Works Department
(RWD) to connect Amwa
village to other areas of
the block. It was being
built at a cost of Rs 1.5
crore, they added.

| QUALITY COMPROMISED |

Under-construction bridge
collapses in Motihari

FACTFILE

® This is the third
bridge which collpased
in less than a week.

“The exact cause of
the incident is not yet

"-il i e

known. It is a serious
matter and a depart-
mental inquiry has been
ordered. Strict action
will be taken against
those found guilty,” Addi-
tional Chief Secretary of
RWD Dipak Kumar Singh
told PTI.

1 T, . 1%
A portion of the under-construction bridge after it collapsed.

“Senior officers of
the district administra-
tion have reached the
spot. A detailed report is
awaited,” he said.

District Magistrate Sau-
rabh Jorwal said the exact
cause of the incident was
being ascertained.

| BOON FOR EXAM ASPIRANTS |

Former ED chief’s book on internal security

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Former ED
Director Karnal Singh has
penned a book on the
subject of internal secu-
rity for UPSC and state
civil services exam aspi-
rants.

The 353-page book
covers the history, pres-
ent day scenario and
emerging challenges in
various areas like Left

Wing Extremism (LWE),
terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir and Punjab,
radicalisation, anti-terror
laws, cyber crime, digital
data protection, money
laundering and terror
financing.

These topics are cov-
ered under the umbrella
of India’s internal secu-
rity architecture, its chal-
lenges and threats from
emerging technologies.

L

Book covers the
history, present
day scenario and
emerging challenges
in various areas like
LWE, terrorism,
terror financing ete.

Karnal Singh
Retired IPS officer
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Special chapters on
the Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act (AFSPA),
the digital data protec-
tion law and media and
social networking sites
are among other the
topics explained in the
book apart from meth-

odologies of money
laundering.
The book was

launched last year and is
set for a revised edition.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

CRIME
FIR against Palghar man

for throwing parents oul
of house after dispute

PALGHAR: Police have registered an FIR
against a 44-year-old man after he alleg-
edly threw his elderly parents out of their
house following a dispute in Maharashtra’s
Palghar district, an official said on Sunday.

The man and his 75-year-old father had
a heated argument over management of
the family-owned restaurants, bars and
resorts last month after which the latter
and his wife aged 74 were driven away
from their home in Vikramgad taluka, he
said. The dispute had escalated after the
victim, who is also a social worker and
president of a local senior citizens’ asso-
ciation, asked his son for the accounts
of their businesses. This led to a violent
outburst during which the accused alleg-
edly threw some objects at his father and
subsequently changed the locks of their
property, the official from Vikaramgad
police station said quoting a complaint
by the victim.

EMERGENCY

Paradip Calciner Limited
conducts comprehensive
Disaster Management Drills

PARADIP: On June 21, 2024, Paradip
Calciner Ltd. conducted a comprehen-
sive “Mock Drill” program focusing on
disaster management. The event was
presided over by Niranjan Khuntia,
Vice President of the company, with
Mr. Jyotiranjan Rajaram Panda, the
Manager, organizing and conducting
the meeting. The event saw participa-
tion from several key figures, includ-
ing Chandrashekhar Behera, Assistant
Deputy Director of Factories and Boil-
ers Department, Pradeep Kumar Kar,
Chief Security Officer of Paradip Port,

All for health
International Yoga Day celebration at Swami
Atmanand Govt Excellence School Khorpa

KHOPRA: On 2Ist of June 2024 Swami
Atmanand Government Excellence
School Khorpa celebrated Interna-
tional Yoga Day in the premises of the
school to erect awareness about this
ancient practice

and wholesomeness of human
development by dint of yoga demon-
stration . The event witnessed the
active participation of

Sarpanch, Deputy Sarpanch, dis-
trict members and public represen-
tatives, all the department employ-
ees were present in the yoga camp
organized by the Water Resources

dents with full vigour and verve. The
attendees performed various asanas,
chanted hymns and understood the
momentousness of breathing exer-
cises which declutters the toxicities in
a daily routine.

The event successfully emphasized
the significance of incorporating yoga
into daily life. This year marks the
10th International Day of Yoga with
the theme “Yoga for Self and Soci-
ety.” Yoga, a transformative practice,
represents the harmony of mind and
body, the balance between thought
and action, and the unity of restraint

Department teaching staff and stu- and fulfilment.
The Day’s STATE WISE DATA OF ONION PRODUCTION
NUMBERS (IN MILLION TONNES)

vanarasnir [ 135
Overall, India  Madhya Pradesh [N 2.7
produced
about  25.44 Karnataka [EEEENINNT 28
million tonnes Gujarat _ 26
of onions

Rajasthan _ 1.4

Chhattisgarh _ 0.4

Source: Statista

KEEPING FIT

Paradip College organized International Day
of Yoga at college premises

<lemidl a7

g

in which members of staff and students took
| part. As per the schedule closing ceremony was
held at 7.50 am to 8.00 am. A good numbers
of members of staff were present and extended
their active cooperation. S. K Parida, HOD Phys-
ics, Sujit Kumar Bhoi, Lect. in Economics, Mrs
Saswati Pattnaik, Mrs Sanghamitra Pradhan,
NSS P.O. and many others also participated in

the event.

PARADIP: Paradip College was orga-

nized International Day of Yoga in the
college premises on Friday. More than
hundreds of students got themselves
registered at 6.00 A.M to participate
in the event. At the outset Dr. Sasmita
Satapathy, Principal, Paradip College
delivered welcome address and spoke
on the significance of Yoga in practi-
cal life. Yoga Guru Murchhana Mishra
and her associates also highlighted
the necessity of yoga urging the stu-
dents to practise it regularly to lead a
healthy life. On this occasion the stu-
dents offered prayer, made pranayam,
chanted Shanti Mantra. A pledge was
also administered during the moment

Classifieds

O H, - 37

TR 1450(- W (e e——
SR THlE 520(- ek ssimpiie aice
FU AT B 577 aomteomam spmang n

Atk iTimEInE AppEAITE N

=i i this puslizapon Tha

'all"! ? | Cornpong, Publsne o prvpal

Mﬁ_ b erpsrnEl 95 nol youch

= bor iy ceiro mieds by the

Aejusrinary ol prodiocis i

9907534343 Sttt i o

B e —— wiliw by e p lafaps osa

. corampsreas, ssfared by

Central Cheamide oy sl o oo o

e —— . —— Blgping of SULh
adr i

o0 [ J



CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Monday, June, 24, 2024 09
Nation News
° s IMA welcomes CBI NEWSLINE
Pak army’s Chinese telecom Dijveconets ==
Gool moniloring

gear reaches J-K terrorists

This has also raised concerns over undetected infiltrations from across the Line of Control.

Sumir Kaul

SRINAGAR: Encounters with
terrorists in Jammu and
Kashmir have led to the sei-
zure of highly encrypted
Chinese  telecom  gear
“Ultra Set”, an equipment
used by the Pakistani army
that has ended up in the
hands of terror groups,
officials said.

This has also raised
concerns over undetected
infiltrations from across the
Line of Control and terror-
ists potentially residing in
the outskirts of cities and vil-
lages, they said.

The seizure of the mobile
handsets used by foreign
terrorists, primarily from
Pakistan and its occupied
Kashmiir, indicate that terror
groups are receiving train-
ing, weapons and ammu-
nition from state actors in
Pakistan, said the officials
aware of the matter.

These specialised hand-
sets, exclusively customised
by Chinese companies for
the Pakistan army, were
seized after a gunfight in the
intervening night of July 17-18
last year in the Sindarah top
area of Surankote in Jammu
region’s Poonch district and
in April 26 this year after
an encounter at the Check
Mohalla Nowpora area of
Sopore in north Kashmir’s
Baramulla district. While
four foreign terrorists were
killed in the Surankote
encounter, two were gunned

down in Sopore.

The “Ultra Set” hand-
sets, which have also been
found in the south of the
Pir Panjal region, combine
cell-phone capabilities with
specialised radio equipment
that does not rely on tradi-
tional mobile technologies
like Global System for Mobile
(GSM) or Code-Division Mul-
tiple Access (CDMA).

The device operates on
radio waves for message
transmission and reception,
with each “Ultra Set” linked
to a control station located
across the border, the offi-
cials said and added that
the two “Ultra Sets” cannot
reach out to each other.

B L P s T

Representational Photo.

Chins actively enhancing the
defence capabilities of the Pak army

Beijing has been
actively enhancing the
defence capabilities
of the Pakistani army
along the LoC for quite
sometime now. This
support includes the
construction of steel-
head bunkers, provi-
sioning of unmanned
aerial and combat aerial
vehicles, installation of
encrypted communica-
tion towers and laying
of underground fibre
cables. In addition, Chi-

HIGHLIGHT

® China shows strategic
interests in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK).

® Handsets, customised
by Chinese companies for
the Pak army has been
seized.

nese radar systems such
as those of the “JY” and
“HGR” series have been
deployed to improve

target detection capa-
bilities, while advanced
weaponry like the SH-15
truck-mounted howitzer
has been observed at
various locations along
the LoC.

These efforts are per-
ceived as reinforcing
China’s strategic inter-
ests in Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK),
particularly in connec-
tion with the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEQC).

irregularities

Press Trust Of India

CBI filed an FIR on
Sunday in connec-
tion with the alleged
irregularities in
NEET-UG held on
May 5.

NEW DELHI: The IMA on
Sunday welcomed the
government’s decision to
transfer the probe into
alleged irregularities in
NEET-UG to the CBI.

The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) also
expressed its gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other key min-
isters for their prompt
response to concerns sur-
rounding the controver-
sies over the exam.

“We extend our grat-
itude to the Union Min-
istry of Education for
transferring the investiga-
tion of the ‘irregularities’
in NEET-UG to the CBI for
a thorough probe,” it said
in a statement.

The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
filed an FIR on Sunday
in connection with the
alleged irregularities in
Eligibility-cum-Entrance
Test Undergraduate
(NEET-UG) held on May
5 on a reference from the
Union education minis-
try, amid countrywide
protests and litigation by
students for a probe into
paper leak claims.

The CBI action came
a day after the minis-
try announced it would

hand over the probe
into the alleged irregu-
larities to the central
agency, a demand raised
by a section of protesting
students.

The IMA also said it is
thankful to the govern-
ment for removing the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) director general.

The NTA conducted a
retest for 1,563 students
awarded grace marks in
NEET-UG to make up for
time loss at six centres.
As many as 67 students

FASTFACTS

©® IMA thanked govt
for removing the NTA
director general.

©® IMA urged govt to
take swift action to
ensure that counselling
starts on time.

scored a perfect 720,
unprecedented in the
NTA’s history, with six
from a centre in Harya-
na’s Faridabad figuring in
the list, raising suspicions
about irregularities.
NEET-UG is conducted
for admissions to MBBS,
BDS, AYUSH and other
related courses in gov-

ernment and private
institutions.
The IMA statement

said, “We appreciate the
government for enacting
stringent laws to address
malpractice and irregu-
larities in competitive
examinations.

Tiger scare grips
Kerala village;
farmers protest

Press Trust Of India

Despite continuing
efforts by the Wild-
life Department to
cage the animal,
the tiger Kkilled two
more cows owned
by a farmer at Ken-
ichira village in the
wee hours.

WAYANAD: Tiger scare
gripped a forest fringe
village in Kerala’s high-
range Wayanad district
where farmers and local
people blocked a busy
road on Sunday morn-
ing carrying carcasses of
cows that had been killed
by the big cat.

Despite continuing
efforts by the Wildlife
Department to cage the
animal, the tiger killed
two more cows owned by
a farmer at Kenichira vil-
lage in the wee hours.

It had earlier killed
two other cows in the
hamlet.

Squatting on the
busy road, the protest-
ers raised slogans and
demanded to ensure pro-
tection for their lives and
livelihood.

They also displayed
carcasses of dead cows
on a vehicle.

They wanted imme-
diate intervention of the
Wildlife Department to
tranquilise the tiger and
capture it at the earliest.

“The tiger should be
shot dead. The Wildlife
Protection Act should be
amended incorporating
timely changes,” one of
the protesters demanded.

A local woman said
they were scared to send
their children to school
and visit neighbouring
houses due to the con-
stant presence of the big
cat in the area.

‘Hooch
tragedy
victims were
careless’

KALLAKURICHI: Actor-
politician Kamal Haasan
on Sunday said the vic-
tims of the hooch tragedy
here that has left about 53
persons dead were “care-
less” and “exceeded their
limit.”

In Tamil Nadu, there
is “enough” liquor avail-
able; liquor retail outlets
of state-run TASMAC out-
number pharmacies, he
said.

The Makkal Needhi
Maiam (MNM) founder
was talking to reporters
after meeting the survi-
vors of the tragedy at a
hospital here.

“I cannot say I have
no sympathies for these
victims. But these victims
will have to understand
they have exceeded their
limit, and they have been
careless. They have to
be careful, they have to
take care of their health,”
he said.

Central Chronicle News

Muay Thai team paid

a courtesy visit to the
minister and informed
about Muay Thai’s
entry in Paris Olym-
pics.

RAIPUR: The Raipur
Muay Thai team achieved
remarkable success in
the UMAI National Muay
Thai Championship held
in Guwahati (Assam)
from May 25 to 30, 2024.
The team led by Anis
Memon, President of Dis-
trict Muay Thai Associa-
tion met Minister Kedar
Kashyap as part of their
courtesy visit and also
informed him about
their entry program in
the upcoming Muay Thai
event at the Paris Olym-
pics 2024.

| HONOUR |

Kedar Kashyap congratulates
Muay Thai medal winners

FASTFACTS

© Raipur team won 1120
national medals and more
than 34 Int’l medals.

® Out of 16 players from
Raipur, 05 players won
gold, 06 silver medals.

Considering the nota-
ble achievements, includ-

il

-

Team members with minister Kedar Kashyap.

ing over 1120 national
medals and more than

tribal sports talents.

cow slaughter

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav
on Sunday said the state
government’s  continu-
ous monitoring of cow
slaughter cases has saved
more than 7,000 cows in
the past month.

Speaking to reporters
after paying tribute to
Shyama Prasad Mukher-
jee on his death anniver-
sary in Bhopal, Yadav
emphasised the state’s
commitment to uphold-
ing law and order, par-
ticularly concerning cow
protection laws.

“All  districts
received clear
tions regarding the
enforcement of these
laws. Any individual
found guilty of violating
the cow slaughter prohi-
bition will face stringent
penalties. We are also
supervising the enforce-
ment actions at the state
level,” he said.

have
instruc-

BHUBANESWAR

Odisha CM holds
roadshows

Odisha Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi on
Sunday held a roadshow
in Ghatagaon during his
maiden visit to home district
Keonjhar, after taking oath
as the CM.

He reached the Ghata-
gaon High School helipad
around 10.30 am and was
accorded a rousing welcome
by locals. Majhi led the road-
show from the helipad to
Maa Tarini temple, where
he offered prayers. Locals
and BJP supporters queued
up on both sides of the road
and watched the procession,
which made its way through
the streets amid chants of ‘Jai
Shri Ram’.

The chief minister also
announced another grant of
Rs 50 crore for development
of Maa Tarini temple. “After
visiting the temple, I rea-
lised that Rs 50 crore is not
enough for its comprehen-
sive development. There-
fore, I announce another
Rs 50-crore grant for the
temple,” he told reporters.

34 international med-
als in Muay Thai sports

since the establish-
ment of the state, they
requested Minister

to initiate encourage-
ment for athletes, par-
ticularly from remote
areas like Bastar, Bija-
pur, etc., to encourage

Four AFMS officers clinch 32 medals

NEW DELHI: Four offi-
cers of the Armed
Forces Medical Service
(AFMS) have brought
laurels to India by
clinching a record 32
medals at a prestigious
global sports event for
health professionals in
France, officials said on
Sunday.

Lieutenant Colonel
Sanjeev Malik, Major
Anish George, Captain
Stephen Sebastian and
Captain Dania James
“made history by win-
ning 19 gold medals,
nine silver medals and
four bronze medals” at
the 43rd World Medical
and Health Games held
in Saint-Tropez.
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GOVERNMENT OF CHHATTISGARH,
WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
MAHANADI CIRCLE, RAIPUR (C.G.)

e-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

L

Lieutenant  Colonel
Malik won five gold med-
als in 800m, 1500m,
3000m, 5000m, cross
country and 4x100m
relay, in the above 35
years (male) category,
the defence ministry
said in a statement.

Major George bagged
four gold, six silver and
two bronze medals in

Congrats to
the officers for
the spectacular

performances

and bringing

laurels to the
country.

Daljit Singh
Lieutenant General

sankarappa Maidu lane,
thiruthangal,
thiruthangal, wvirud
hunagar, Tamil Madu -
626130hereby declared
that in my Army service
Records my wife named
as 5 Uma Maheswari her

DOB is erroneously

eFrocurement Portal: hitps:feproc.cgstate.gov.in
[1st Cally
CORRIGENDUM Mo, 01
Synron Fani W TSATHUAT Moo ZRERGTIZEE Carfabisad, Do PATETEZY
Frlmaing amendment in made in e online fender for Reconsincion ol
0 Mo, F-Typa, 4 Mo, - Type, 08 B |-Type, 08 Mo, 1-Type Quarier, 01 No
Jub Disigian Dcs, Fepar of Papecion Bungslow and Censtnacion o 240m
Drain of size 080 X 0E0m of Pain Imgation CofonyPanduba under Pain
Propaitof Bl Chtwra of Cistrict Ganahand

PARTICULARS EARLIER
el vewed Townlaas, Sier Dars I Tres [[bsts 2] M, T
2 BaCowked LeiCee b re  |Dae 0l e, 000
3 B Cpia Edan Dl & Trd D O W JE3L, 130

NOTE ;= &4 gther terms and conditions will remain be unchanged
Advertisemant Mo, (8582 Mate 1400 204

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Winlnr Resournes. Division, Garaband
Far, Chied Erginear, Mahanad Godavar Basin
‘WWater Rasceirees Deparimant, Rsdpur (00,0

AMEHDMENT
Doe MBI
Deeoadlomd 1M
TR

G-2AISFHTAI

Public Works Department

Office of The Superintanding Engineer, Pwd,
Raipur Circle No.-1 Raipur (C.G.)

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

{15t Call)

Moo 01 Raipuri 20425

Public Works Depaniment (PWD) invites propasal for Flanning
Design, Estimation and relaled senices for the work

TR T o THM 200 T ISR A & i

T (T W 2024-25 ) ] A S O | (W
2024-25 FAFE TR T, 245)

Suated ¥ Raipur

Pmobable cost of project Rs. 8E3E.23 Lakh
Winimum efigibility for participants shall ke as balow -

Raipur, Dated : 19.06.2024

5.M.| Building The applicant firms, firms| Earnast money |

| project coat | forming Joint ventural | [0 shapo as per

' consortivemn shall be anbgriay |y
Fawar of
Expcutive
Enginaar, PWD |
Diwigaon Mo =03

| Raipur

1 | Forpopedmst | Empareded as achied in | Rz, 200000=00
| Eaceading Re 50 Clags "4 & ALove
| by At Clags in TG PRD |

Gemeral condition » M the documents & fomabion as perpara B4, sal be
suomitied Frough speed postRegetend pasl. so 25 1o reach the offics of
ander signed on or hefom datnd 9,07 2004 by 1730 hour. Ay documents
racaivad ater thelas] dale.and lma wil notbe enlarizingd

Trer detiled BFF |2 seailabio on e walaie smew oo nic inpvedraipur &
hilpicgetass.govin from where £ can be downlzeded for submession
CGPND nesanves the fghl % repect 3l or any of the appicakon wilkouwl
assigning any mson. Right o modify the process of Presqualiicabon =

reserand Wit CE PND

G

Superintending Enginaer

Pusrlic Works Dopartment
Raipuwr Cicle No-1.Raipur

various events in the | |mentioned as 301121986
under 35 years (male) instead of her correct
category, while Captain
Sebastian brought home | [DOB 30/12[1987 vide
six gold.

[ N ] [ ]



@mﬁmﬁé@mniﬂe C O mm e nt
Why are workers most severely
affected by the scorching heat?

Revamping NTA
amid NEET
irregularities scandal

he upheaval within the National Testing Agency

(NTA) marks a critical juncture in India’s edu-

cation system, highlighting severe lapses in
the conduct of national examinations. The removal
of Subodh Kumar Singh as NTA Director General and
the appointment of Pradeep Singh Kharola signify the
government’s urgent response to these controversies.
The entrusting of the NEET-UG irregularities probe
to the CBI underscores the gravity of the situation
and the need for transparency and accountability in
the administration of competitive exams. The NTA’s
credibility has been severely tarnished, primarily
due to alleged irregularities and malpractices in the
NEET-UG conducted on May 5, along with the can-
cellation of the CSIR-UGC-NET. These incidents have
not only shaken the trust of millions of students and
their families but have also raised questions about the
robustness of the agency’s processes. The Education
Ministry’s decision to involve the CBI in the investi-
gation is a welcome step, reflecting a commitment to
a thorough and unbiased probe. However, this should
be the beginning of a broader overhaul aimed at
restoring faith in the examination system. One cannot
ignore the timing of these events. The sudden post-
ponement of NEET-PG, a crucial exam for medical
aspirants, caused significant inconvenience to 2,28,757
registered candidates. The logistical nightmare and
financial burden faced by these students and their
families, many of whom had made extensive travel
and lodging arrangements, highlight the systemic
failures within the NTA. This postponement, albeit a
precautionary measure, reflects poorly on the admin-
istrative foresight and preparedness of the agency.
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s acknowl-
edgment of institutional failure and his acceptance
of responsibility are commendable. His assertion
that safeguarding students’ interests is paramount
should now translate into concrete actions. The focus
must shift towards implementing stringent measures
to prevent future malpractices, ensuring rigorous
scrutiny of the examination processes, and enhancing
transparency in the NTA’s functioning.

| GUEST VIEW |

Controversy over
speaker protem
appointment

resident Droupadi Murmu has appointed

Bhartruhari Mahtab, a seven-term MP from

Cuttack, as the pro tem Speaker of the 18th
Lok Sabha under Article 95(1) of the Constitution.
This role is traditionally given to the senior-most
MP, a position currently held by senior Dalit MPs
Kodikunnil Suresh (INC) and Virendra Kumar
(BJP), both serving their eighth term. By conven-
tion, the MP with the
longest tenure admin-
isters the oath to newly
elected MPs. Given that
Virendra Kumar is now a
union minister, Kodikun-
nil Suresh was expected
to be appointed Speaker
Protem. However, the
government’s decision
to appoint Mahtab raises
questions. Is it merely a
deviation from convention,
or does it signal deeper
issues influencing the decision? Some speculate
that Mahtab’s switch from BJD to BJP ahead of the
elections might have influenced the NDA gov-
ernment’s choice. Regardless, this move appears
to undermine established parliamentary norms,
prompting concerns about the motives behind
such appointments and their potential impact on
the integrity of the Lok Sabha.
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Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee

he recent heatwave in
India, with temper-

atures soaring above
45 degrees Celsius in many
regions, has intensified the
hardships faced by daily
workers, particularly deliv-
ery personnel and daily wage
laborers. These  workers,
often engaged in open-air
tasks, have been severely
affected by heat exhaustion
and dehydration due to pro-
longed exposure to extreme
weather conditions without
adequate health and safety
measures or sufficient breaks.
This has tragically resulted in
untimely loss of lives.

Daily workers typically
operate on short-term con-
tracts or freelance arrange-
ments, lacking the stability of
permanent jobs. This group
includes those in temporary,
flexible, and project-based
roles, often facilitated
through digital platforms
such as Uber, Swiggy, and
Zomato. While these jobs
offer flexibility, they do not
provide the benefits and
protections associated with
traditional employment. For
many, these jobs are their

only means of livelihood; if
they don’t work, they won’t
have food to cook at home.
Consequently, they often
live in extreme poverty,
lacking basic amenities like
clean water, and enduring
sweltering heat under tin or
tarpaulin roofs.

The nature of these jobs,
mostly  performed  out-
doors, heightens the risk
of heat-related illnesses.
These workers typically lack
access to health insurance,
retirement benefits, or paid
leave, leaving them finan-
cially vulnerable during ill-
ness or injury. Their income
is highly variable and unpre-
dictable, making financial
planning difficult. Moreover,
as independent contractors,
they are deprived of many
labor protections that formal
employees receive, such as
safe working conditions and
the right to unionize.

Given these challenges,
it is crucial to provide these
workers with protection and
fair treatment. Social secu-
rity benefits, including health
insurance, maternity bene-
fits, and pensions, are essen-

Priyanka Saurabh

Research Scholar
in Political Science,
Poetess, Independ-
ent journalist and

columnist

tial. For example, the Rajas-
than Platform Based Workers
(Registration and Welfare)
Bill, 2023 aims to provide
social security to workers,
setting an example for other
states. Implementing a min-
imum wage policy would
ensure a stable income and
minimum paid hours or earn-
ings. Singapore’s proposed
legislative  changes, which
include expanding work-in-
jury insurance and pension
coverage, could serve as a
model for India.

Recognizing these work-
ers as employees or providing
them with equal rights and
protections is critical. This
includes the right to organize
and form unions. Legal bat-
tles in the UK and California
have led to workers being rec-
ognized as employees, enti-
tled to a minimum wage and
other benefits. Ensuring safe
working conditions, includ-
ing protective gear, regu-
lar breaks, and measures to
shield workers from extreme
weather, is also vital. Although
guidelines have been issued
in India to promote fair treat-
ment and grievance redressal

mechanisms, these need to be
strengthened.

Establishing independent
labor courts to resolve cases
promptly and fairly is another
important step. Qatar’s labor
dispute  committees  have
improved access to justice,
though delays and enforce-
ment issues remain, requiring
further improvement.

Enhancing  employability
and earning potential through
skill development programs
is also important. This should
include training in financial
literacy and digital skills. Gov-
ernment initiatives like SKkill
India can be expanded to spe-
cifically target these workers,
providing them with relevant
skills and training. Using dig-
ital platforms to simplify reg-
istration and access to wel-
fare schemes and integrating
worker data into the National
Labour Database can improve
service delivery. For instance,
India’s e-Shram portal, which
aims to create a national data-
base of unorganized workers,
can be leveraged to include
platform-based workers to
ensure they receive timely
benefits.

Revamping public healthcare quality standards

NHM strives for universal healthcare through improved infrastructure and quality
care. By Dr 7 N Srivastava, Dr K Madan Gopal, Dr Swarnika Pal, Dr Abhay Dahiva

[ |

he National Health Mis-
I sion (NHM) strives for
universal  healthcare
access by enhancing infra-
structure, human resources,
and medical supplies, focus-
ing particularly on tribal and
underserved areas. Through
these efforts, India aims to
improve public health, mak-
ing healthcare accessible to
every citizen.

India has made signifi-
cant progress in population
stabilization, maternal and
child health, and combating
communicable diseases. Key
health indicators, such as
maternal and infant mortality
rates, have declined faster in
India than the global average.
Despite these improvements,
the healthcare system faces
challenges from a growing
population, emerging dis-
eases, and variability in the
quality of care.

Challenges persist in the
underutilization of public
healthcare facilities, unsafe
treatments, misdiagnoses,
and disrespectful services.
These issues stem from poor
infrastructure, a shortage of
healthcare professionals, and
suboptimal care quality, lead-
ing to preventable deaths,
poor health outcomes, finan-
cial burdens, and a loss of
trust in public healthcare.

To address these chal-
lenges, the Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare has imple-

mented a multi-pronged
strategy, including upgrading
healthcare facilities through
the revised Indian Public
Health Standards (IPHS) of
2022. These standards pro-
vide a comprehensive frame-
work for improving health-
care delivery at public health
facilities, specifying essential
and desirable services for
each level of care. The guide-
lines cover infrastructure,
equipment, drugs, diagnos-
tics, and human resources,
helping states and union ter-
ritories plan and ensure con-
sistent care.

The IPHS aims to improve
accessibility by establishing

YOURLETTERS

Scourge of rail mishaps

Despite increasing rail mishaps in recent years,
lessons remain unlearned. Tragedies prompt
ministerial visits, but preventive actions are
lacking. Politicians offer tall promises and rhet-
oric without substantial change. Massive funds
are spent on fancy, ultra-fast trains, while rail
safety measures and passenger service quality
remain neglected. Resources should priori-
tize upgrading safety measures and improv-
ing existing services to ensure traveler safety.
Authorities must shift their focus from super-
ficial advancements to genuinely safeguarding

the lives of passengers.

healthcare facilities based
on population norms and a
“time to care” approach. It
also seeks to create a seam-
less patient referral system
and deliver patient-friendly
services with reduced finan-
cial burdens. By providing
standardized services, the
IPHS builds trust in public
healthcare, as evidenced by
increased patient footfalls
and better stakeholder rela-
tionships.

To ensure high-quality
care, the Ministry’s National
Quality Assurance Standards
(NQAS) program focuses on
making public health ser-
vices safe, patient-centric,

Wide-view image of a healthcare facility in a rural and tribal area. | Photo AP
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and of assured quality. NOAS
addresses gaps in under-
standing, measuring, and
improving healthcare ser-
vice quality, leading to better
patient outcomes, safety, and
overall satisfaction. It also
improves community health,
patient experiences, and ser-
vice provider efficiency by
reducing care costs.

The implementation of
NQAS ensures compliance
with regulatory requirements
and preparedness for emer-
gencies, including fire safety.
Quality  healthcare  also
addresses disparities, ensur-
ing equitable care for all
patients, regardless of back-

Resurgence of the Gandhis

sition and

following a

The resurgence of the Gandhis, with
Rahul as the potential Leader of Oppo-

Priyanka as an MP from

Wayanad, is a positive development.
After Rahul’s twin wins in Raebareli and
Wayanad, allowing Priyanka to contest
from Kerala was a wise decision. The
Congress must now focus on converting
this momentum into voter base growth,

similar strategy in Bihar,

UP, and Maharashtra. The Gandhi fam-
ily can significantly boost the party’s

electoral prospects.

Ramkumar Menon, Kollam

Rakesh Gupta, Korba

Send your articles (600-650 words) and letters (70-80 words) for this page on: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity.

ground or circumstances,
and aligns with the govern-
ment’s goal of ensuring ease
of living for all citizens.

Learning from the recent
pandemic, the Indian gov-
ernment launched the Prad-
han Mantri Ayushman Bharat
Health Infrastructure Mission
(PM-ABHIM) to strengthen
healthcare infrastructure
and surveillance. A key com-
ponent of PM-ABHIM is the
Integrated Public Health Lab
(IPHL) system, designed to
provide rapid, reliable, and
accurate test results at dis-
trict and sub-district levels.
This system enhances diag-
nosis and surveillance, con-
tributing to a resilient health
system.

The IPHS guidelines and
NQAS program are transfor-
mative initiatives that aim
to make healthcare more
accessible, affordable, and
dignified, particularly for
vulnerable populations. By
setting uniform standards
and ensuring their imple-
mentation, these initiatives
promise improved health
outcomes, reduced prevent-
able diseases, and renewed
trust in the government’s
healthcare system. Through
these efforts, India continues
to strive toward achieving
universal healthcare that is
safe, effective, patient-cen-
tered, timely, efficient, and
equitable.
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Business

launch exhibition in Hyderabad
E-é.-l- " [—

Centre needs Lo examine
demands of AP, Bihar.

Rajiv Kumar,
Chairman, Niti Aayog.

BizBriefs
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Stars present in the jewellery
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Miss India-World 2023 Nandini Gupta, actor Donal Bisht and others at the launch of a jewellery exhibition, in Hyderabad.

Taxpayers now have option
to amend sales return form

Taxpayers with an annual turnover of up to Rs 5 crore can file GSTR-1

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: GST taxpayers
will now have the option
to amend outward sup-
ply or sales return form
GSTR-1 before payment of
taxes for a month or quar-
ter. The GST Council in its
meeting on Saturday had
recommended providing
a new optional facility
by way of Form GSTR-1A
to facilitate taxpayers to
amend the details in Form
GSTR-1 for a tax period

and/or to declare addi-
tional details. GSTR-1A
will, however, have to
be filed before filing of
return in GSTR-3B for the
said tax period. This will
facilitate the taxpayer
to add any particulars
of supply of the current
tax period missed out in
reporting in form GSTR-1
of the said tax period or
to amend any particu-
lars already declared in
GSTR-1 of the current tax
period (including those

® Currently, GST
taxpayers file outward
supply return GSTR

-1 by the 11th day of
month.

©GSTR-1A will,
however, have to be
filed before filing of
return in GSTR-3B.

quarterly within the 13th day of the end of the quarter.

declared in IFF, for the
first and second months
of a quarter, if any, for
quarterly taxpayers), to
ensure that correct liabil-
ity is auto-populated in
GSTR-3B. Currently, GST
taxpayers file outward
supply return GSTR -1 by
the 11th day of the subse-
quent month. Taxpayers
with an annual turnover
of up to Rs 5 crore can file
GSTR1 quarterly within
the 13th day of the end
of the quarter. Shardul

Amarchand Mangaldas &
Co Partner Rajat Bose said
this is a positive change
recommended by the
council from a compli-
ance perspective and will
facilitate ease of doing
business.

Abhishek Jain, Indi-
rect Tax Head & Partner,
KPMG, said allowing revi-
sion of filings made in
GSTR-1 is a good move to
rectify clerical and inad-
vertent errors before the
payment of taxes.

New home
supply

falls 13 pcin
Apr-Jun

NEW DELHI: Fresh supply
of housing units is esti-
mated to decline 13 per
cent during this quarter
across nine major cities
with builders launching
less number of projects
because of the general
election, according to real
estate data analytic firm
PropEquity.  PropEquity
data shows that new hous-
ing supply in April-June is
estimated to fall to 97,331
units across nine major cit-
ies as against 1,11,657 units
in the year-ago period.
Pune and Hyderabad are
witnessing fewer launches
during this quarter while
the new supply in Del-
hi-NCR has almost dou-
bled. Samir Jasuja, Chief
Executive Officer & Man-
aging Director of PropE-
quity, attributed the fall
in new supply of housing
units to the Lok Sabha
election which took place
in this quarter. The new
supply is 7 per cent lower
from the January-March
quarter of this calendar
year, he added.

Central Chronicle News

Ccompany would also
aim for recovery in
export volumes.

NEW DELHI: Bajaj Auto
looks to sustain momen-
tum in its domestic busi-
ness and expand pro-
duction capacity for new
businesses as it expects
demand to remain robust
in the current fiscal,
according to its Chairman
Niraj Bajaj.

Addressing sharehold-
ers in the company’s
Annual Report for 2023-
24, he noted that the
company would also aim
for recovery in export vol-
umes.

“It is anticipated that
India, now the fastest
growing economy in
the world, will achieve
upwards of 7 per cent real
GDP growth in FY2024,
and various forecasts
expect this buoyancy to

| COMPANY’'S ANNUAL REPORT |

Bajaj Auto looks to sustain
domestic biz momentum

FACTFILE

® Bajaj Auto also plans
to expand capacity,
capabilities and
network for its new
businesses - Chetak
electric scooters,
electric three-
wheelers and Triumph
motorcycles.

continue in FY2025,” Bajaj
said. With stable CPI infla-
tion at around 5 per cent,
the company envisages

Bajaj Auto Chairman Niraj Bajaj.

double-digit nominal GDP
growth, he added. “In
such a milieu and barring
any unforeseen event, I
would expect domestic
demand to continue to
pave the way for another
year of growth up ahead,”
Bajaj said. Elaborating on
the focus areas, he noted
that the company aims
to sustain momentum in
its domestic business and
continue to drive growth
across all  segments.
Besides, the Pune-based

firm looks to “navigate the
challenging international
landscape and stay the
course on recovering our
export volumes”, Bajaj
said. Bajaj Auto also plans
to expand capacity, capa-
bilities and network for its
new businesses - Chetak
electric scooters, electric
three-wheelers and Tri-
umph motorcycles, the
Chairman informed the
shareholders.

Commenting on the
last fiscal, Bajaj noted that
a strong domestic perfor-
mance more than made up
for muted exports which
continued to be impacted
by the challenging context
in overseas markets. The
company had to navigate
continued rough mac-
roeconomic  conditions
across its key markets, he
stated. Bajaj stated that
the balance sheet of the
company remains very
healthy with surplus cash
and cash equivalent as on
March 31, 2024.

| TOTAL REMUNERATION |

Gautam Adani drew Rs 9.26 cr salary in FY24

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: India’s sec-
ond richest person Gau-
tam Adani received a
total remuneration of Rs
9.26 crore in the fiscal
year ended March 31,
2024, lower than most
industry peers as well as
his own key executives.
Adani, 61, drew sal-
ary from only two out
of the 10 companies

in his ports-to-energy
conglomerate, annual
reports of the 10 listed
entities of the group
showed.

His remuneration
for 2023-24 from the
group’s flagship firm
Adani Enterprises Ltd
(AEL) included Rs 2.19
crore salary and perqui-
sites, allowances and
other benefits worth Rs
27 lakh. The total remu-

neration of Rs 2.46 crore
was 3 per cent more than

the previous financial
year, according to AEL’s
2023-24 annual report.

Besides, he drew Rs
6.8 crore from Adani
Ports and SEZ Ltd
(APSEZ).

Adani’s salary is lower
than heads of almost
all large family-owned
conglomerates in India.
While the richest Indian,
Mukesh Ambani has
been foregoing his entire

salary since Covid-19
broke out prior to which
he had capped his remu-
neration at Rs 15 crore,
Adani’s remuneration is
much lower than tele-
com czar Sunil Bharti
Mittal (Rs 16.7 crore in
2022-23), Rajiv Bajaj (Rs
53.7 crore), Pawan Mun-
jal (Rs 80 crore), L&T
Chairman S N Subrah-
manyan and Infosys CEO
Salil S Parekh.

TEAM HEADCOUNT

BoB aims to double
tech team headcount to
3,000 by FY26-end

MUMBAL: State-owned Bank of Baroda
is aiming to double its in-house tech-
nology team headcount to 3,000 in
the next two years, a top official has
said. The new additions to the cur-
rent team strength of 1,500 employ-
ees will be done both through the reg-
ular hiring processes and lateral hires
of specialist talent, Debadatta Chand,
its managing director and chief exec-
utive officer told PTI recently. “In the
next two years, we will double the
number of people in our IT team,”
Chand said after the announce-
ment of its March quarter earnings.
Recently, the Reserve Bank of India
has taken stringent action on banks
for shortfalls in technology architec-
ture which impacted the ability to
execute transactions. Apart from the
1,500 in-house workers, there are
also contractual employees engaged
by the bank in the IT function,
Chand said. PTI

EXPANSION

SBI plans to open

400 branches in FY25:
Chairman Khara

NEW DELHI: As part of |
the network expansion
plan, State Bank of India
(SBD) is planning to open
400 branches across
the country in the cur-
rent financial year. The
country’s biggest lender opened 137
branches last fiscal. Of the total, 59 new
rural branches were launched. “Some-
body asked me if 89 per cent of digital
and 98 per cent transactions were hap-
pening outside the branch, whether the
branch is required anymore. My answer
is yes. It is still required because there
are newer areas which are emerging,”
SBI Chairman Dinesh Kumar Khara told
PTI in an interview. There are certain
services like most of the advisory and
wealth services that can be offered only
from the branch, he said. “We will be
identifying locations where the oppor-
tunity exists, and in those locations, we
plan to open branches. PTI

Stock markets to perform this week

Global trends, trading activity of foreign investors
to guide movement in mkts this week: Analysts

NEW DELHI: Stock markets will take
cues from trading activity of foreign
investors and global trends this week
with benchmark equity indices likely
to face volatility amid the scheduled
monthly derivatives expiry, analysts
said. Moreover, factors such as the
progress of monsoon and Brent crude
oil would also dictate investors’ senti-
ment during the week. “This week, sec-
tor-specific movements are anticipated
amid budget-related buzz. Key factors
to watch include the progress of mon-
soon, which will be closely monitored
for its near-term impact on investors’

confidence. “Investors will also keep a
close eye on FII (Foreign Institutional
Investors) and DII (Domestic Institu-
tional Investors) fund flows, as well as
crude oil prices, to gauge overall senti-
ment,” said Pravesh Gour, Senior Tech-
nical Analyst at Swastika Investmart
Ltd. On the global front, economic data
like the US GDP will be released on June
27, he added. “Looking ahead, atten-
tion will remain on updates related to
the budget and global market cues,
particularly from the US,” Ajit Mishra,
Senior Vice-President, Research at Rel-
igare Broking Ltd, said. PTI

The Dav’s WORLD’S LARGEST TOBACCO
NUMBERS PRODUCERS
2,189,489
772,152
Unmanufactured
tobacco production
in 2022

(in metric tons)

China

Source: Statista

Brazil \
Indonesia

India

CONSUMER OFFER

Nuvoco unveils unique
Duraguard Microfiber
consumer offer

BHUBANESHWAR: Nuvoco Vistas Corp.
Ltd., India’s fifth-largest cement group in
terms of capacity, launched the Duraguard
Microfiber Consumer Offer in Western
Odisha. This consumer offer is designed
to offer lucrative benefits to consumers.
Aconsumer purchasing 100 bags of Dura-
guard Microfiber will geta complimentary 5
kgs pack of branded atta. This unique cam-
paign will run forover 2 months till the end
of July 2024. Nuvoco’s Duraguard Microfi-
ber cement is a uniquely formulated prod-
uct with visible fibers that enhance bind-
ing, ensuring longer-lasting construction.
Sunil Mahajan, Head of Sales and Business
Development(East), Nuvoco Vistas Corp.
Ltd., said “Launching the Duraguard Micro-
fiber Consumer Offer underscores our com-
mitment to empowering individual home
buyers (IHB) with superior construction
solutions.” Chirag Shah, Head, Marketing &
Innovation, Nuvoco Vistas Corp Ltd, said,
“The ‘Fiber Ki Khubi - Andar Bhi, Bahar
Bhi’ campaign underscores the unique ben-
efits of our patented technology.”

NEW STANDARDS

BIS introduces

2 new standards for
electric vehicles

'IEI A

NEW DELHI: The Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) has introduced two new
standards to boost safety and quality
of electric vehicles. In an official state-
ment, the department of consumer
affairs said BIS has come out with
two new standards -- IS 18590: 2024
and IS 18606: 2024. These standards
are aimed at enhancing the safety of
electric vehicles in the L, M, and N
categories. “These standards focus
on the critical component of electric
vehicles ‘the powertrain’ ensuring it
meets stringent safety requirements.
Additionally, they emphasize the
safety and performance of batteries,
ensuring they are both powerful and
secure,” the statement said.
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“We are fully
committed to
collaborating and
hopeful that within
one or two years, we
will find the right
project.”
Farhan Akhtar
Actor
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Ol Watch

Showtime returns
for final episodes
on July 12th

Final three episodes
of ‘Showtime’ starring
Emraan Hashmi and
Mouni Roy premiere July
12 on Disney+ Hotstar.
The series explores
Bollywood’s ambition
and legacy, showcasing
Raghu Khanna’s journey
and stellar performances.

Ahmed leads
comedy for Prime
Video

Riz Ahmed leads a new
comedy series on Prime
Video, navigating an
actor’s existential crisis
and conspiracy thriller.
Created under his
Left Handed deal with
Amazon MGM Studios,
Ahmed also writes and
co-showruns.

They're back!
Sister Wives gels
season 19

Meri Brown has confirmed
“Sister Wives” will return
for Season 19, despite
major changes in the
Brown family. With Kody
now monogamous with
Robyn, and Janelle and
Christine gone, fans are
eager for the new chapter.

Sissle & Burn!
Nia Sharma
gels burned on
‘Laughter Chefs’

Nia Sharma injured her-
self while frying food on
‘Laughter Chefs Unlim-
ited Entertainment.’
Despite blisters on her
stomach, she remained
calm and continued
cooking. “Cooking has its
ups and downs, but it’s
fulfilling,” she said.

Who’s that Kel
Dor?2 Acolyte
debuts new Fedi

masier

The Acolyte episode 4
surprised fans with a Kel
Dor cameo, leading many
to believe it was the
beloved Jedi Master Plo
Koon. The unexpected
appearance created a
buzz among Star Wars
enthusiasts.

Central Chronicle News

Saalaar actress
Shruti Haasan
encountered dis-
crimination during
an Ask Me Anything
session, reigniting
the fire of the North
vs South debate
once more.

During an Instagram
Q&A, Shruti Haasan
addressed micro rac-
ism when a follower
asked her to speak in
a South Indian accent.
The actress, who is
Tamilian, firmly criti-
cized the request, stat-
ing, “This sort of micro
racism is not ok.” She
emphasized that reduc-
ing South Indian identi-
ties to food stereotypes
like “idli dosa sambar” is
not only insensitive but
perpetuates harmful cul-
tural stereotypes. This
incident highlights the
ongoing cultural insen-
sitivity faced by South
Indians, both in per-
sonal interactions and
within the entertainment
industry. Recently, Shah
Rukh Khan faced signifi-
cant backlash for similar
remarks directed at actor
Ram Charan, sparking
debates about respect
and representation in
public discourse. Shruti’s
response not only asserts
the importance of chal-
lenging stereotypes but
also advocates for greater
awareness and sensitivity
towards diverse cultural

identities.

Shruti Haasan
called out a person
for asking her

to ‘talk in south
Indian accent.

CLOSE UP

Beyond Idli & Sambar:
Shruti Hassan fights
cultural stereotypes

Actor Shruti Hassan called out a person on her Instagram who was trying
to do some micro-racism against her by talking in a South Indian accent.

Shruti  Hassan’s  next
chapter: New films and
breaking barriers

Shruti was last seen in
Prashanth Neel’s Saalaar
Part 1: Ceasefire. The film
produced by Hombale
Films saw Prabhas and
Prithviraj Sukumaran in the
lead roles, apart from Jaga-
pathi Babu, Bobby Simha,

Sriya Reddy and Tinnu
Anand in pivotal roles.
Salaar 2 is currently in pro-
duction and expected to
release next year. Shruti
will also star alongside
Adivi Sesh in Shaneil Deo’s
Dacoit. The film tells the
story of two ex-lovers who
are forced to work together
one last time.

Whoopsie on Kimmel! Dakota fohnson
deals with wardrobe malfunction

Central Chronicle News

Dakota Johnson dis-
played her trademark
composure during her
recent appearance on
Jimmy Kimmel Live!
where she adeptly han-
dled a wardrobe malfunc-
tion with finesse. While
discussing her role in the
upcoming film “Daddio,”
Johnson’s elegant black
dress, adorned with
metal pieces and floral
charms, unexpectedly
encountered an issue
with its strap. Host Jimmy
Kimmel, ever attentive,
promptly inquired about
her well-being upon
noticing the mishap.
Johnson, unfazed by the
momentary setback,

LIGHT

Mid-interview the

floral-embellished,

golden straps on her
Bottega Veneta dress

suddenly broke.

humorously
“My dress just — it just
fell off,” as she skilfully
adjusted the strap to

quipped,

maintain  her  poise.
Throughout the inter-
view, Johnson remained
poised and engaged,

Fifty Shades Grey’ actress Dakota
Johnson suffers wardrobe
malfunction

smoothly navigating
the unexpected ward-
robe challenge. Kimmel,
known for his quick wit,
lightened the atmosphere
with humorous banter,
joking about securing
the “important part,” to
which Johnson responded
with playful ease, ensur-
ing she kept her compo-
sure and the conversation
flowing seamlessly. This
incident adds to John-
son’s repertoire of grace-
fully handling wardrobe
malfunctions in public
appearances, showcasing
her professionalism and
ability to adapt under
pressure.

CineBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

Bollywood

Producer opens up about
potential ‘Madgaon
Express’ follow-up

In an exclusive interview, producer
Ritesh Sidhwani hinted at a possible
sequel to ‘Madgaon Express’, featur-
ing Divyenndu, Pratik Gandhi, and
Avinash Tiwary.

Sidhwani confirmed that direc-
tor Kunal Kemmu had planned a
sequel from the outset, expressing
confidence in Kemmu’s script and
the film’s positive reception. While
not confirming it as Kemmu’s next
project, Sidhwani teased, “If you ask
him, he will tell you yes.”

The comedy, co-produced by
Farhan Akhtar, has generated
anticipation with its ensemble cast
and marks Kemmu’s directorial
debut under Excel Entertainment.

Web Series

Ranvir Shorey makes
shocking entry into
Bigg Boss OTT 3

Bollywood actor Ranvir Shorey has
been confirmed as a contestant for
“Bigg Boss OTT 3,” hosted by Anil
Kapoor.

Known for his versatile roles in
films like “Ek Chhoti si Love Story”
and “Khosla Ka Ghosla,” Shorey
joins a diverse lineup that includes
actress Sonam Khan, viral sensation
Chandrika Dixit, and TV star Sana
Sultan.

The digital spin-off of Bigg Boss
premiered in August 2021 with Karan
Johar as host, and in 2023, Salman
Khan took over hosting duties,
elevating the controversial real-
ity show’s digital presence to new
heights.

The bollywood hot pair
Mommyhood bliss! Alia Bhatt talks
celebrating Raha’s growth with Ranbir

-

L]

Alia Bhatt shares the joys of moth-
erhood, reveling in daughter Raha’s
developmental milestones  with
Ranbir Kapoor. In a heartfelt con-
versation with Indian Express, Alia
expresses delight in Raha recognizing
animals and mirroring her actions.
She discloses, “Every night, Ranbir
and I eagerly discuss Raha’s day, cel-

i

ebrating her special moments.” Alia
embraces the role of nurturing Raha,
emphasizing the profound bond of
learning and growth they share. As
parents, she and Ranbir cherish each
step of Raha’s journey, finding fulfill-
ment in witnessing her evolve into an
individual, fostering love and experi-
ences along the way.

Fashion
Palak Tiwari rocks a fiery
look with designer touch

Palak Tiwari recently turned heads in
a striking red ensemble, showcasing
her impeccable fashion sense. The
Gen Z actress effortlessly embodies
modern style with bold choices, evi-
dent in her vibrant Limoncello mini-
dress priced at Rs. 3,600. The outfit’s
upper-thigh length, asymmetrical ruf-
fles, and halter neckline exude both
elegance and allure, complemented
by chic gold sandals.

)
@kiaraaliaadvani
Kiara Advani Celebrates
Yoga Day with a picture
perfect Chakrasana

Celebrities like Kiara Advani are
marking International Yoga Day 2024
with inspiring poses on social media.
Kiara shared a photo mastering the
Chakrasana (wheel pose), captioning
it simply with “Happy Yoga Day.”

@kartikaaryan

Work it, Girl! Kartik
Aaryan shares Katori’s
adorable fitness journey

Kartik Aaryan takes to Instagram to
humorously train his pet dog Katori,
sharing a video of her exercise routine
from leg flutters to planks, captioned
‘Champion ban gayi.’
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POWER YOGA

Unleash vour
Inner warrior:
Power Yoga
for strength &
Balance

Power Yoga is a great way to give
yourself some peace and calm
while also energizing your senses
in the process.

hen you think of yoga,
do you picture serene
calmness? While

traditional yoga offers peace-
fulness, Power Yoga brings
a dynamic twist, combining
vigour with mindfulness to
invigorate both body and soul.
This modern approach, rede-
fines the ancient practice with
a focus on strength, flexibility,
and mental clarity. Unlike its
slower counterparts, Power
Yoga engages practitioners
in a seamless flow of move-
ment and breath, known as
Vinyasa. This synchronization
not only enhances physical
endurance but also cultivates
a calm, focused mind amid
challenging postures like War-
rior III and Tree Pose. These
poses not only build physical
stability but also improve coor-
dination and mental resilience
a blend that supports grace-
ful navigation through life’s
challenges. Beyond physical
prowess, Power Yoga promotes
holistic well-being. It incorpo-
rates strength-building exer-
cises like planks and lunges

HIGHLIGHT

o Experience the
dynamic fusion of
strength, flexibility,
and mindfulness

in Power Yoga—

an empowering
journey to physical
vitality and inner
serenity this
International

Yoga Day.

Power Yoga will awaken your inner
warrior, but it's about more than just
feeling like a superhero

alongside deep stretches, fos-
tering improved posture and
increased range of motion. The
journey into Power Yoga is a
personal one, offering growth
in strength, flexibility, and inner
peace. Embrace this practice as
more than a workout—view it
as a journey toward self-discov-
ery and empowerment, where
each session on the mat fosters
a resilient body, an agile mind,
and a spirit ignited with deter-
mination. On this International
Yoga Day, consider embrac-
ing Power Yoga as your path
to physical vitality and mental
serenity—an exploration that
promises not just fitness, but a
profound connection to your
inner strength and balance.

Cullinan’s Legacy:
A diamond through

lime

The Cullinan Diamond, dis-
covered in South Africa in
1905, remains one of the most
famous and valuable dia-
monds ever found. Weighing
a staggering 3,106 carats in
its rough form, it was cut into
multiple polished diamonds,
many of which are part of the
British Crown Jewels. The larg-
est cut diamond from the Cul-
linan, known as the Cullinan
I or the Great Star of Africa,
weighs 530.2 carats and is
set in the Sovereign’s Sceptre
with Cross. Its immense size,
flawless clarity, and historical
significance make it an endur-
ing symbol of prestige and
royal heritage.

GOOD LIVING

Marble 2024: Bold veins, nautical
blues, and luxurious choices

Ti
WEB SERIES & CHILL WITH A SIDE
OF EASY CHINESE FOOD

Fried Rice

Ingredients
Cooked

rice, mixed
vegetables
(carrots, peas,
bell peppers),
eggs (optional
for non-vegetarian), soy sauce, sesame oil, garlic,
ginger, green onions, salt, pepper.

Instructions

Heat oil in a pan, sauté garlic and ginger until
fragrant. Add mixed vegetables and stir-fry until
tender. Push vegetables to the side, scramble eggs
(if using). Add cooked rice, soy sauce, sesame oil,
salt, and pepper. Stir well until heated through.
Garnish with chopped green onions.

Ingredients

Firm tofu, bell
peppers, pineapple
chunks, onion,
ketchup, soy sauce,
vinegar, sugar,
cornstarch, garlic, ginger, oil.

Instructions

Drain tofu, cut into cubes, and coat with
cornstarch. Fry until golden brown. Sauté garlic
and ginger in oil until fragrant. Add bell peppers
and onions, stir-fry until tender. Mix ketchup,
SOy sauce, vinegar, and sugar in a bowl. Add the
sauce and pineapple chunks to the pan, simmer
until the sauce thickens. Serve hot with rice.

Marble is reshaping 2024 interior design
with bold veining patterns, nautical-in-
spired hues, and luxurious furniture
choices. From grand palaces to modern
homes, its timeless allure symbolizes
sophistication and sustainability. Embrac-
ing organic swirls and vibrant colors, mar-
ble transforms spaces with unique patterns
that celebrate authenticity. Popular for its
calming oceanic vibe, blue and green mar-
ble complements diverse interior styles
effortlessly. Beyond traditional uses in
bathrooms and kitchens, marble enriches
furniture designs, adding elegance to cof-
fee and dining tables. As design trends lean
towards vibrant hues and intricate veining,
marble remains a versatile and cherished
choice in contemporary aesthetics.

Radhika Vyas

In India, there exists a deeply
ingrained perception that ther-
apy and psychologists are only
for those who are “pagal”. This
widespread misconception
acts as a significant barrier to
mental health awareness and
well-being. This ingrained
belief acts as a formidable bar-
rier. Young people, facing the
mounting pressures of academ-
ics, social lives, and parental
expectations, often struggle
with crippling anxiety. The fear
of being ostracized or labeled
with a mental health condition
prevents them from reaching
out for the support they desper-
ately need. This silence not only
isolates them in their struggles
but also normalizes the bot-
tling up of emotions, creating

FACTFILE

® With mental disorders
on the rise, there are still
various misconceptions
regarding visiting a
psychologist or psychiatrist
even today.

a breeding ground for future
mental health concerns.

The truth is, this neglect isn’t
new. Adults around us often
dismiss our struggles, brushing
them off as teenage angst. But
the statistics paint a different
picture. According to a recent
Economic Times report, one in
five Indians suffers from some
form of mental illness. That’s a
staggering number, and it’s safe
to say students aren’t exempt
from this reality. The pressure
to succeed academically, the

.r.lll '-.-.4'
& r}‘

f_‘# T

2
X
I—I‘

In India, many students are sufferlng from one mental disorder or the other.

constant comparison game on
social media, the fear of disap-
pointing parents - it all adds up.
Exams become monsters under
the bed, social interactions feel
like walking a tightrope, and
the weight of expectation feels
like it’s crushing our lungs. But
where do we turn? Therapy?
Psychologists? These words are
often met with raised eyebrows
and whispers of “weakness.”

The result? We bottle it up.
We pretend everything is fine,
a facade that crumbles under
the relentless pressure. This
silence isn’t just isolating, it’s
dangerous. It normalizes the
idea that struggling is a sign of
failure, that seeking help is a
weakness. But it’s not.

We, the students of India,
need a mental health revolu-
tion. We need open conver-

sations, where talking about
anxiety and seeking help isn’t
taboo, but a sign of strength.
We need access to resources -
counselors in schools, online
support groups, workshops
that equip us with coping
mechanisms. This isn’t a lux-
ury, it’s a necessity.

The statistics are clear
- ignoring student mental
health is a recipe for disas-
ter. With one in five Indians
battling mental illness, can
we afford to neglect the stu-
dent population any longer.
Schools, parents, and policy-
makers need to come together
to create a comprehensive
mental health support system
for students. Early interven-
tion, access to resources, and
a shift in societal attitudes are
all crucial.

Sweet and Sour
Chicken

Ingredients
Chicken breast, bell
peppers, pineapple
chunks, onion,
ketchup, soy sauce,
vinegar, sugar,
cornstarch, garlic,
ginger, oil.
Instructions

Coat chicken in
cornstarch, fry until
golden. Sauté garlic and ginger, add bell peppers
and onions. Mix ketchup, soy sauce, vinegar, and
sugar. Add sauce, pineapple to pan. Simmer until
thickened, serve hot.

Ingredients
Chow mein ;
noodles, mixed e
vegetables |
(carrots, cabbage, #‘\
bell peppers),

garlic, ginger, soy

sauce, oyster sauce, sesame oil, green onions, oil.
Instructions

Cook chow mein noodles according to package
instructions, drain and set aside. Heat oil in a
large pan or wok, sauté garlic and ginger until
fragrant. Add mixed vegetables and stir-fry until
tender-crisp. Add cooked noodles, soy sauce,
oyster sauce, and sesame oil. Toss everything
together until well combined and heated
through. Garnish with chopped green onions
before serving.

e

Vegetable
Spring
Rolls

Ingredients
Spring roll
wrappers,
cabbage,
carrots, bean
sprouts,
bamboo
shoots, soy
sauce, sesame oil, vegetable oil (for frying), salt,
pepper.

Instructions

Mix cabbage, carrots, bean sprouts, bamboo
shoots with soy sauce, sesame oil, salt, pepper.
Fill spring roll wrappers, fold tightly. Fry in hot
vegetable oil until golden brown. Serve with
dipping sauce.

. o3

-

Ingredients -~
Dumpling wrappers,
cabbage, carrots, P 1
shiitake mushrooms,

ginger, garlic, soy “1‘_ __,J'
sauce, sesame oil, &

vegetable oil, salt,

pepper.

Instructions

Finely chop cabbage, carrots, and mushrooms.
Mix with ginger, garlic, soy sauce, sesame 0il,
salt, and pepper. Fill dumpling wrappers, fold

and seal. Steam or pan-fry dumplings until
cooked through and golden brown. Serve hot
with dipping sauce.



14

CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Monday, June 24, 2024

Sports

Afghanistan shocks Australia
with stunning 21-run win

Afghanistan stuns Australia in T20 World Cup with a remarkable 21-run victory,
marking their first-ever win against the cricketing giants in international play.

Press Trust Of India

Afghanistan

secured a historic
21-run win over Aus-
tralia in the T20 World

Cup Super 8s.

KINGSTOWN: Afghan-
istan pulled off an upset
of epic proportions with
a shock 21-run win over
mighty Australia in T20
World Cup with Gulbadin
Naib’s four-wicket haul
upending Pat Cummins’
hat-trick to produce one
of most memorable days
in Afghan cricket.

Afghanistan’s innings
was built on a solid 118-
run opening partnership
between = Rahmanullah
Gurbaz, who scored 60,
and Ibrahim Zadran,
who added 51. Despite
a hat-trick by Australia’s
Pat Cummins, which
spanned two overs and
restricted Afghanistan’s
total, the Afghan team
remained resilient.

Australia’s chase got
off to a shaky start, with
Naveen-ul-Haq taking two
early wickets, reducing
them to 32 for 3 in the
powerplay. Glenn Max-
well attempted to anchor
the innings with a valiant
41-ball 59, but regular
wickets kept Australia on
the back foot.

Gulbadin Naib’s four-
wicket haul was instru-
mental in breaking the
backbone of Australia’s
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Afghanistan players celebrate after defeating Australia by 21 runs.

HIGHLIGHT

® Gulbadin Naib’s
four-wicket haul proved
crucial in Afghanistan’s
remarkable defense of
148 for six.

®Pat Cummins’ hat-
trick wasn’t enough as
Australia collapsed to 127
all out in 19.2 overs.

batting lineup. His crucial
wickets included the dan-
gerous Maxwell, whose
dismissal in the 15th over
swung the match deci-
sively in Afghanistan’s
favor. Naib also dismissed
Marcus Stoinis and Tim
David, further denting
Australia’s hopes. Rashid
Khan contributed by
removing Matthew Wade,
while Naveen-ul-Haq
and Azmatullah cleaned
up the tail, with Austra-
lia collapsing to 127 all
out in 19.2 overs. This
victory not only kept
Afghanistan’s hopes alive
in the tournament but
also dealt a severe blow
to Australia’s chances of
advancing.

The result has opened
up Group 1, with both
Australia and Afghan-
istan having one win
each, while India leads
with two wins from two
matches. Afghanistan
now looks forward to
their match against Ban-
gladesh, hoping to build
on this monumental win.

Richards
backs India
triumph

NORTH SOUND: Batting
legend Vivian Richards
visited the Indian team’s
dressing room  and
expressed his support
for Rohit Sharma and
his men, saying, “if the
Men in Maroon falter, I'm
backing you,” to win the
T20 World Cup. The West
Indian was a part of the
fielding medal ceremony
of the Indian team after
it defeated Bangladesh in
the Super Eights at the Sir
Vivian Richard Stadium
here on Saturday. “Well
done today, going all the
way?” he asked. “What
can I say to a team that is
already so powerful? You
have a good thing going
here and I can only say
that if the guys in maroon
don’t get it done, I will be
backing you. Is that rea-
sonable enough? “As a
Caribbean person, really
good to see what you
have here,” Richards said
in the video posted by the
BCCI.

Press Trust Of India

India looks to derail
Australia’s T20 World
Cup campaign in cru-
cial match.

GROS ISLET: India aims
to derail Australia’s T20
World Cup campaign in
their final Super 8 game
on Monday. A third
straight win for India will
make them group toppers
and secure a semifinal
spot, while jeopardizing
Australia’s chances fol-
lowing their unexpected
loss to Afghanistan.

After Afghanistan’s
win, Australia no longer
controls their own des-
tiny and will be closely
watching  Afghanistan’s
final game against Ban-
gladesh. India, having
suffered previous defeats

| T20 WOLD CUP |

India aims to derail
Australia’s T20 campaign

to Australia in major
ICC events, would relish
eliminating their strong
rivals early. India has
performed well in their
back-to-back wins against
Afghanistan and Ban-
gladesh. Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli delivered

India players at a practice session.

crucial innings, while Shi-
vam Dube responded to
critics with a key knock.
Rishabh Pant aims to
improve his shot selec-
tion, and Hardik Pandya’s
allround performance
has been a significant
boost. Kuldeep Yadav has

FACTFILE

® A win will secure
India’s place in the
semifinals as group
toppers.

e Australia’s defeat
against Afghanistan
puts their semifinal
chances in jeopardy.

quickly made impactful
contributions, essential
for middle-over wickets.
Despite hectic travel,
India chose not to train
ahead of the game. Aus-
tralia, with concerns over
their batting and fielding,
needs Mitchell Marsh and
Glenn Maxwell to step up.
The match will test Kohli
against Adam Zampa, a
frequent challenger. Ash-
ton Agar may also return
for the crucial encounter.

| AGGRESSION PAYS OFF |

“You’ve got to match ageression with ageression’

Press Trust Of India

GROS ISLET: Gros Islet:
Kuldeep Yadav attributes
his success in the Carib-
bean leg of the T20 World
Cup to his aggressive
approach. Benched dur-
ing the league stage in the
USA due to pace-friendly
surfaces, Kuldeep has
excelled on spin-friendly
tracks in the Caribbean,
taking five wickets in two
games, including a three-

wicket haul against Ban-
gladesh.

Kuldeep’s strategy
involves maintaining an
aggressive length, even
against attacking bat-
ters. He believes that
sticking to a good length
increases the chances of
taking wickets, despite
the pressure of high run
rates. This approach,
honed during the IPL,
has proven effective in
the T20 World Cup.

oo

For any spinner
around the globe,
the length matters a
lot. And especially in

this format, you have

to read what the

" batter is trying to do,

be more aggressive.

Kuldeep Yadav
Indian Cricketer

Kuldeep acknowl-
edges the team’s tactical
decisions, understand-
ing his role in different
conditions. Having made
his T20 ODI debut in the
Caribbean in 2017, he is
familiar with the condi-
tions and uses them to his
advantage. With crucial
matches ahead, includ-
ing against Australia,
Kuldeep aims to continue
his aggressive bowling
strategy.

as ateam and as a

It’s something we
missed in last two
years.

Rashid Khan
Afghanistan Skipper

Massive win for us

nation. Great feeling.

Sports Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

BERLIN OPEN
Sabalenka and Jabeur

the latest to retire from
matches in Berlin

BERLIN: Aryna Sabalenka and Ons
Jabeur retired from their respective
quarterfinals in the Berlin Ladies
Open. The second-seeded Saba-
lenka was trailing Anna Kalinskaya
5-1 at the grass-court event when
she stopped playing because of
shoulder pain. Jabeur had just lost
a first-set tiebreaker to Coco Gauff
— 7-6 (9) — when she exited with an
illness. They’re just the latest on
the list of injured or ill players, nine
days before the start of Wimbledon.
Elena Rybakina, the 2022 Wimbledon
champion, retired from her quarterfi-
nal on Friday, apparently ill. Marketa
Vondrousova, last year’s Wimbledon
champion, retired from her match
because of a leg injury. First-round
play begins at Wimbledon on July 1.
Several quarterfinals were pushed to
Saturday because of rain. PTI

T20 WC
Pat Cummins grabs

back-to-back hat-tricks
at T20 World Cup

KINGSTOWN: Australia pacer Pat Cum-
mins has become the first bowler to
register back-to-back hat-tricks at the
T20 World Cup during his team’s Super
Eights game against Afghanistan here.
The 31-year-old dismissed Rashid Khan off
the last delivery of the 18th over and then
returned to snare the wickets of Karim
Janat and Gulbadin Naib in the 20th over
to achieve the historic feat. PTI

Hardik’s Heroics Shine Bright
Hardik being Hardik: Rohit highlights Pandya’s
capabilities after T20 World Cup win

NORTH SOUND: Hardik Pandya’s bat-
ting always puts “India in a good
stead”, skipper Rohit Sharma reit-
erated the ability of his team’s big-
gest ‘X-Factor’ in white-ball cricket
after his fifty against Bangladesh all
but put ‘Men in Blue’ into the semi-
finals of the T20 World Cup. Pandya,
who scored the first half-century by
an Indian No. 6 in a T20 World Cup
game, also took a wicket in the team’s
50-run Super 8s win against Bangla-
desh here on Saturday. Pandya has
so far scored 89 runs in three innings
with a strike-rate of 141, besides tak-
ing eight wickets. “I mentioned in

-

the last game as well, his batting well
puts us in a good stead. We want to
finish well and Hardik being Hardik
we know what he is capable of,” Rohit
said at the post-match presentation
ceremony. “He is a very important
player for us, if he can keep doing
that, it will put us in good positions,”
said the skipper. On the day, Indian
batters also showed more intent and
there were quickfire 30s from three
batters -- Virat Kohli (37), Rishabh
Pant (36) and Shivam Dube (34). The
skipper himself set the tone with 23
off 11 balls. “I have been talking about
this for a long time now. PTI

The Day’s
NUMBERS

Mithali Raj
Charlotte Edwards
Suzie Bates
Stafanie Taylor

Ellyse Perry

TOP FIVE LEADING CATCHERS
IN WOMEN'’S ODI

Source: Wikipedia

T20 WC

South Africa’s David Miller
reprimanded for Code of
Conduct breach

ST LUCIA: Explosive South African
batter David Miller was reprimanded
and handed one demerit point for
breaching Level 1 of the ICC Code
of Conduct during a Super Eights
Group 2 match of the T20 World Cup
against England. Miller was found
to have breached Article 2.8 of the
Code of Conduct for Players and
Player Support Personnel, which
relates to “showing dissent at an
Umpire’s decision during an Inter-
national Match.” Since it was the first
offence in a 24-month period, one
demerit point was added to Miller’s
disciplinary record. The incident
occurred in the 19th over of South
Africa’s innings. Miller played a full
toss from pacer Sam Curran and
expected it to be called a ‘no ball’ for
height. When it was not declared a
‘no ball’, the left-hander showed dis-
sent at the umpire’s decision by sig-
nalling to review the decision when it
could not have been reviewed. PTI

TENNIS

Sinner reaches first
grass-court final in Halle,
to face Hurkacz

HALLE: Top-ranked Jannik Sinner
reached his first grass-court final by
beating Zhang Zhizhen 6-4, 7-6 (3) at
the Halle Open on Saturday to set up
a title match against Hubert Hurkacz.
The Italian Sinner saved a set point
in the second set before jumping out
to a quick lead in the tiebreaker. The
Australian Open champion improved
his record to 37-3 this year. The Ital-
ian reached the Wimbledon semifi-
nals last year, losing in straight sets to
Novak Djokovic. PTI
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Bruyne crowns Belgium’s
2-0 win over Romania

Belgium bounces back with a 2-0 victory over Romania, securing three crucial
points. De Bruyne and Tielemans score, keeping their Euro 2024 campaign alive.

Press Trust Of India

Belgium’s royal family
witnessed a trium-
phant 2-o win over
Romania, reviving
their Euro 2024 cam-
paign.

COLOGNE: In front of Bel-
gium’s royal family, King
Kev sealed the win. Bel-
gium shook off the shock
of losing to Slovakia in
its opening game of the
European Championship
by beating Romania 2-O
on Saturday.

Kevin De Bruyne’s
second-half goal com-
pleted the win after
Youri Tielemans scored
in the second minute at
Cologne Stadium. Watch-
ing on were Belgium’s
King Philippe and Queen
Mathilde. “We knew what
we needed to do. We
needed to win otherwise
we were going home,” De
Bruyne said. “I will do
everything I can to keep
the lads on track.” This
was just what Belgium
needed after the Slovakia
stunner, which raised the
prospect of another early
exit from a major tour-
nament after being elim-
inated at the group stage

HIGHLIGHT

@ Belgium’s victory,
crucial after a shocking
loss, sets up a decisive
final group match.

®Coach Tedesco
emphasizes the crucial
three points as Belgium
prepares for decisive
match against Ukraine.

of the 2022 World Cup.
Tielemans gave the

No. 3-ranked team in the

world a flying start with

Romania’s forward #20 Dennis Man (L) fights for the ball with Belgium's goalkeeper #01 Koen Casteels (R).

a goal from the edge of
the area. De Bruyne con-
verted direct from Bel-
gium goalkeeper Koen
Casteels’ long kick in the
80th.

While Belgium won,
there was more frustra-
tion for Romelu Lukaku,
who had a third goal
ruled out by VAR at these
Euros. Still, he was at the
center of his team’s great
start when laying the ball
off for Tielemans to drive
in low from the edge of
the box.

Belgium overcomes criticism with win

Belgium, often criticized for not meeting expecta-
tions, overcame its opening defeat with a 2-o vic-
tory over Romania. Tielemans’ early goal lifted the
team’s spirits, dominating possession with 67%.
Lukaku’s goal was disallowed by VAR, increasing
tension as the match progressed. Romania’s Den-
nis Man nearly equalized but was thwarted by goal-
keeper Casteels, who later assisted De Bruyne’s
decisive goal. Coach Tedesco noted the missed
opportunities to score more but was relieved with
the crucial win. This victory has revived Belgium’s
Euro 2024 campaign, restoring confidence among
players and fans ahead of their next match.

Portugal score chaotic
3-0 win over Turkey

Press Trust Of India

LEIPZIG: Dortmund:
There were no goals, one
assist and no less than
four selfie-pursuing field
invaders for Cristiano Ron-
aldo in Portugal’s 3-0 win
over Turkey that secured
a spot in the European
Championship round of 16
on Saturday. Ronaldo was
the center of attention as
always at Westfalenstadion
but not how he might have
expected.

The five-time world
player of the year set up
the third goal by Bruno
Fernandes with an unself-
ish pass when he could
easily have attempted a
shot after being played
clean through.

Then there was chaos
as three fans got on the
field at different times
in the second half and
attempted selfies with
Ronaldo. He accepted the
first but looked unhappy at
the other two.

Another phone-waving
supporter, wearing a Por-
tugal jersey, got to Ronaldo
moments after the final
whistle and security had to
hold back another person
attempting to confront one
of the most famous sports
stars in the world as he
walked off the field with
his teammates.

Ronaldo might be more
unhappy at failing to score
against a Turkey team that
was its own worst enemy

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo jumps for the ball.

HIGHLIGHT

ePortugal’s 3-0 win
over Turkey ensures
qualification from
Group F with a game to
spare.

eMultiple field invaders
disrupt Portugal’s
victory, but Ronaldo
remains the center of
attention.

at times. Not least in the
28th minute when, trail-
ing 1-0 to Bernardo Silva’s
strike seven minutes ear-
lier, Turkey center back
Samet Akaydin delivered a
back-pass that rolled to the
side of his goalkeeper and
straight into the net.

Portugal backed up its
opening 2-1 victory over
the Czech Republic and
has qualified with a match
to spare from Group F.

DOPING SUSPENSION

NADA suspends
Bajrang Punia agai

Press Trust Of India

Bajrang Punia faces
suspension again as
NADA issues formal
notice of charge.

NEW DELHI: The National
Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA) has suspended
wrestler Bajrang Punia
for the second time,
issuing a formal notice
of charge. This comes
three weeks after NADA’s
Anti-Disciplinary ~ Dop-
ing Panel revoked his
initial suspension due
to the absence of a for-
mal notice. The suspen-
sion stems from Punia’s
refusal to provide a urine
sample during selec-
tion trials in Sonepat on
March 10.

Despite Punia’s
appeal, which temporar-
ily lifted the suspension,
NADA has now officially
charged him with vio-

HIGHLIGHT

® Bajrang had appealed
against the provisional
suspension and the
ADDP had revoked it
on May 31 till NADA
issues the notice of
charge.

lating Article 2.3 of the
National Anti-Doping
Rules, 2021. Bajrang has
until July 11 to request
a hearing or accept the

charge. He maintains that
he did not refuse to pro-
vide a sample but sought
clarification from NADA
regarding expired Kits
used in a previous test.

NADA stated that
Punia’s refusal persisted
despite multiple requests
and explanations of the
consequences. If the vio-
lation is upheld, it could
lead to disqualification of
results, forfeiture of med-
als, and potential finan-
cial penalties.

Indian recurve
mixed team
wins bronze
medal

ANTALYA: Indian recurve
mixed team of Dhiraj
Bommadevara and
Bhajan Kaur produced
an excellent performance
to rally past Mexico and
clinch a bronze medal in
the Archery World Cup
Stage 3 here on Sunday.
Trailing 0-2 after conced-
ing the opening set, the
Indian team produced a
flawless round to bring it
level and seal a stunning
5-3 (35-38, 40-39, 38-37,
38-38) win over their Mex-
ican opponents Alejan-
dra Valencia and Matias
Grande. This was India’s
third medal from the meet
and the archers will be in
the hunt for two more
medals when Dhiraj and
Ankita Bhakat compete
in their respective indi-
vidual semifinals later in
the day. Indian women’s
compound team of Jyothi
Surekha Vennam, Aditi
Swami and Parneet Kaur
bagged a gold medal.

Press Trust Of India

SANTA CLARA: Jhon-
der Cadiz and Eduard
Bello scored second-half
goals after subbing on at
halftime and Venezuela
rallied for a 2-1 win over
short-handed  Ecuador
in the opening round of
group play at the Copa
America.

Enner Valencia, who
went into the tournament
expected to lead Ecua-
dor’s attack, was shown
a straight red card in the
22nd minute and Ecua-
dor played a man down
the rest of the way.

Ecuador, however,
took a 1-0 lead in the 40th
minute when Jeremy Sar-
miento took advantage
of a failed clearance of a
free kick into the area by
Kendry Paez.

Cadiz played a one-
touch shot from 15-yards
out to make it 1-1 in

COPA AMERICA

Venezuela secures 2-1 comeback
victory over 10-man Ecuador

Jhonder Cadiz of Venezuela celebrates with teammates | Photo: AFP

the 64th minute. Bello
scored on a putback
from point-blank range
to give Venezuela a 2-1
lead in the 74th minute.

Alexander Gonzalez
played an arcing entry
from the right side to the
center of the area and
Salomoén Rondoén’s  div-

HIGHLIGHT

® Claudio Bravo, at 41,
made four crucial saves,
helping Chile secure a
draw.

ePhysical match
featured 37 fouls and
four yellow cards, with
Peru and Chile drawing.

ing header was parried
by goalkeeper Alexander
Dominguez and Bello
took advantage. Rondon
returned to the starting
lineup after scoring as a
substitute in the team’s
last friendly match. Ecua-
dor, which entered the
tournament ranked 30th
in the FIFA rankings,
plays Wednesday against
Jamaica at Allegiant Sta-
dium in Las Vegas. Vene-
zuela, ranked 54th, plays
Mexico on Wednesday
at SoFi Stadium in Ingle-
wood, California.

| CRICKET |

India sweeps wOMmen's ODI series 3-0

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: Smriti
Mandhana’s elegant 90
formed the cornerstone
of India’s six-wicket vic-
tory over South Africa in
the third and final wom-
en’s ODI, completing a
3-0 series sweep on Sun-
day.

Mandhana, scoring 90
off 83 balls with 11 bound-
aries, received solid sup-
port from Shafali Verma
(25), Priya Punia (28), and
Harmanpreet Kaur (42
off 48 balls). India com-
fortably chased down the
target of 216, finishing
at 220 for four in 404
overs. South Africa man-
aged 215 for eight, with
skipper Laura Wolvaardt
contributing a solid 61 off
57 balls.

Mandhana’s dominant

N
B

performance throughout
the series was evident
as she amassed 343 runs
at an impressive average
of 114.33. Her composed
and graceful shots capti-
vated the crowd, though
she narrowly missed a
third consecutive cen-
tury, dismissed by Nonku
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Mlaba while attempting a
sweep.

India’s chase was
aided by efficient part-
nerships, with Shafali
and Mandhana adding
61 runs for the opening
wicket and Priya helping
to add another 62 for the
second wicket. Harman-

preet’s fluent contribu-
tion secured the win.

South Africa’s innings
began promisingly with
Wolvaardt and Tazmin
Brits (38) putting up
102 runs in 19.5 overs.
However, their progress
stalled as India’s bowlers,
led by Arundhati Reddy
(2/36) and Deepti Sharma
(2/27), tightened their
grip. Arundhati’s brilliant
return catch dismissed
Wolvaardt, initiating a
collapse where South
Africa lost eight wickets
for 113 runs.

South Africa’s self-in-
flicted wounds, includ-
ing two critical run-outs,
compounded their strug-
gles. Ultimately, India’s
disciplined bowling and
Mandhana’s superb bat-
ting ensured a decisive
series victory.
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“Modern air defence systems
for Ukraine — such as
Patriots, accelerated training
of our pilots for F-16s are
truly necessary.”

Volodymyr Zelenskyy
Ukrainian President

Frontier
force in PoK
gets the nod

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
federal government on
Sunday approved the
deployment of the para-
military force Frontier
Constabulary in Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) which was rocked
by protests last month,
during which several
people were killed.
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Kupala Night, in Warsaw, Poland
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BEST OF THE REST

A Ukrainian woman jumps over fire during a traditional Ukrainian celebration of Kupala Night, in Warsaw, Poland. | Photo: PTI

USA 1s withholding arms
shipments, claims Netanyahu

The war in Gaza, which was sparked by Hamas’ October 7 attack on southern Israel, has tested
the US-Israel relationship like never before., as USA is feeling pressure from within.

Press Trust Of India

TEL AVIV: Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu told his Cabinet on
Sunday that there had
been a “dramatic drop”
in US weapons deliv-
eries for Israel’s war
effort in Gaza, doubling
down on a claim that the
Biden administration has
denied and wunderscor-
ing the growing strains
between the two allies.
Netanyahu told his
Cabinet that the drop had
occurred four months
ago, without specifying

which weapons, saying
only that “certain items
arrived sporadically but
the munitions at large
remained behind.”

The spat highlights
how high tensions have
surged between Israel
and Washington over the
war in Gaza, particularly
surrounding the Israeli
military’s conduct in the
beleaguered territory
and the harm to civil-
ian life there. President
Joe Biden has delayed
delivering certain heavy
bombs since May over
those concerns, but his

HIGHLIGHT

® Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu told his
Cabinet that there
had been a “dramatic
drop” in US weapons
deliveries for Israel’s
war effort in Gaza

administration fought
back last week against
Netanyahu’s charges that
other shipments had also
been affected.

Netanyahu told the
Cabinet that he was
driven to release a video
in English last week after

weeks of unsuccessful
pleas with American offi-
cials to speed up deliver-
ies. He said a resolution
appeared close. “In light
of what I have heard over
the past day, I hope and
believe that this matter
will be solved soon,” he
said, without elaborating.

Netanyahu’s video last
week sparked an uproar
among critics in Israel
and was met with denial
and confusion from
White House officials.
White House national
security spokesman John
Kirby said the U.S. was

“perplexed” by Netan-
yahu’s claims. White
House press secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said,
“We generally do not
know what he’s talking
about.”

His remarks came
hours after Israeli Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant
traveled to Washington
for meetings with senior
officials. A statement
from Gallant’s office said
he would discuss “main-
taining Israel’s qualitative
edge in the region” but
made no mention of the
weapons issue.

23 people
arrested for
Iynching in
Pakistan’s
Swat town

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan police
have arrested more than 20
people for alleged involve-
ment in the lynching of a
tourist in the picturesque
town of Swat for allegedly
desecrating the Quran,
media reports said here on

Sunday.
Muhammad Ismail, a
40-year-old resident of

Sialkot in Punjab province,
was gunned down by an
enraged mob which dragged
him through the town and
later hanged him in full pub-
lic view in Madyan tehsil of
Swat district in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province on Thurs-
day.

The mob had also set
the Madyan police station
ablaze.

Ismail was accused of
having burnt the pages of Isl-
am’s holy book. Five police
personnel and 11 locals were
injured in the incident.

Press Trust Of India

It comes as a fresh
blow for the Sunak-led
Tories, already trailing
behind the Opposition
Labour Party in the
pre-election opinion
polls.

LONDON: British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak is
dealing with yet another
senior party official being
involved in placing bets
on the date of the general
election before July 4 was
confirmed, as the scandal
engulfing his top aides
continues to be investi-
gated by the country’s
gambling watchdog.

The British Indian
leader, who has said he
was “incredibly angry”
on learning about the
allegations that emerged
earlier this month, now

| CRISIS AFTER CRISIS |

UK PM Rishi Sunak hit with
official’s bett

FASTFACTS

® While betting is legal in
the UK, any bets placed
with the advantage of
insider information could
fall within the purview of
illegality.

finds the Conservative
Party’s chief data officer
also being investigated by
the Gambling Commission
for allegedly betting on

ing

the timing of the election
before the date had been
announced. Following the
revelations first reported
in ‘The Sunday Times’,
Nick Mason is said to have
taken a leave of absence
but denies wrongdoing.

It comes as a fresh blow
for the Sunak-led Tories,
already trailing far behind
the Opposition Labour
Party in all pre-election
opinion polls, after his
director of campaigns,

allegation
e

Tony Lee, and his Tory
MP candidate wife, Laura
Saunders, were named
earlier in the election date
betting investigations.

It followed reports of
Sunak’s close protection
officer being arrested by
the Metropolitan Police on
suspicion of misconduct
over placing an election
date bet and Sunak’s par-
liamentary aide, Tory MP
candidate Craig Williams,
also under investigation.

While betting is legal
in the UK, any bets placed
with the advantage of
insider information could
fall within the purview of
illegality. “There are mul-
tiple investigations hap-
pening. It’s right they’re
allowed to  proceed.
They’re independent and
necessarily confidential,”
Sunak told reporters ear-
lier this week.

| PROSCRIBED LIST |

Sri Lankan minister hails UR’s decision

Press Trust Of India

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister Ali
Sabry has hailed the
decision of the UK
government to con-
tinue to maintain the
LTTE under the pro-
scribed list, saying that
the move will thwart
every plan of the for-
mer armed group to
revive itself in the island

nation. In a post on
the social media plat-
form X, Sabry said that
the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam’s (LTTE)
international network’s
approach and strategy
is to get foreign govern-
ments to deproscribd it
so that they could revive
the group once again.
The decision by
the UK authorities
to carry on with Sri

3

on LTTE

Lanka’s LTTE under
the proscribed list has
thwarted the group’s
plans to revive them in
Sri Lanka, Sabry said in
his post on X.

“The LTTE’s inter-
national network’s
approach and strategy
is to get foreign govern-
ments to deproscribd
the LTTE so that they
could revive the LTTE,”
he added.

ILLEGAL FISHING
18 Indian fishermen

arrested by Sri Lankan
nav, vessels were seized

COLOMBO: As many as 18 Indian fish-
ermen were arrested for alleged illegal
fishing in the island nation’s waters by
the Sri Lankan Navy and three fishing
vessels were seized, a media report said
on Sunday. The fishermen were arrested
from the North Sea near Delft Islands
during a search operation conducted Sat-
urday night, news portal The News First
reported. Navy spokesperson Capt Gayan
Wickramasuriya said the arrested fish-
ermen would be taken to Kankesanturai
fishing harbour for further legal proceed-
ings. Last week, four Indian fishermen
were arrested and their trawler seized by
the Sri Lankan Navy for allegedly poach-
ing in the island nation’s waters. Before
the latest incident, more than 180 Indian
fishermen had been arrested and 25 of
their trawlers seized in 2024 for alleged
illegal fishing in the Sri Lankan waters, Sri
Lankan officials said. PTI

POLL RIGGING

Ex-Pak PM Imran Khan’s
party reiterates demand
for CEC’s resignation

—

.

ISLAMABAD: Jailed former Pakistan
prime minister Imran Khan’s party on
Sunday reiterated its demand for Chief
Election Commissioner Sikandar Sul-
tan Raja’s immediate resignation for
failing to hold “free and fair” elections
and protested against the “injustices”
being committed against the party,
according to media reports. PTI

RUSSIA-UKRAINE-WAR
Ukraine sends over 30 drones into Russia after
bombing leaves 3 dead, dozens injured

g 55
-

KYIV: Russian authorities said more
than 30 drones were shot down over
the country’s western regions over-
night into Sunday, just hours after a
Russian bomb attack on Ukraine’s sec-
ond largest city of Kharkiv killed three
people and left dozens in hospitals.
One of the four aerial bombs hit
a five-story residential building on
Saturday afternoon, officials said.
Regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov said
41 people were still being treated for
injuries. In a video address following
the attack, Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy urged Ukraine’s
partners to bolster its air defences.

“Modern air defence systems for
Ukraine — such as Patriots, acceler-
ated training of our pilots for F-16s,
and most importantly, sufficient
range for our weapons — are truly
necessary,” he said. Two people were
wounded by falling debris when two
Russian missiles were shot down over
the Kyiv region overnight, Ukraine’s
air force commander Mykola Oleschuk
said. In Russia, air defence forces shot
down 33 Ukrainian drones over the
country’s western Bryansk, Smolensk,
Lipetsk and Tula regions, the Russian
Ministry of Defence said. No casualties
or damage were reported. PTI

‘The Day’s
NUMBERS

China is the high-
est producer of
Aluminum which
is way ahead than
the collective
production of
other top nine
countries.

WORLD’S LARGEST ALUMINUM PRODUCING
COUNTRIES (MILLION TONNES)

china | 35246
Russia [ 3554
india [ 3.422
Canada [N 3.256
UAE [ 2835
Australia [N 1440

Source: Statista

US ELECTION

Former first lady Melania Trump
stays out of the public eye as
Donald Trump runs for president

WEST PALM BEACH: After Melania Trump missed
key events in her husband’s presidential bid ear-
lier this year — from the kickoff of the 2024 elec-
tion in Iowa to Donald Trump’s Super Tuesday vic-
tory party — reporters asked the former first lady
whether she planned to hit the campaign trail. Her
response: “Stay tuned.” But since making that com-
ment in March, after she and Donald Trump voted
in Florida’s primary, Melania Trump has largely

refrained from public appearances. PTI
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