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‘Don’t judge people by
caste, wealth or language’

First step toward social harmony is removal of discrimination
and separation from one’s mind.

Press Trust Of India

RAIPUR: Asserting that the
country belongs to every-
one, RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Wednesday
called for social harmony,
urging people to rise
above divisions of caste,
wealth, and language to
treat “everyone as one’s
own.”The RSS chief also
encouraged families to
dedicate one day each
week for collective activ-
ities like meals, prayers,
and discussions to foster
connection and combat
loneliness.

Addressing a ‘Hindu
Sammelan’ at Sonpairi
village in Raipur district,
Bhagwat said that the first
step toward social har-
mony is the removal of
discrimination and sepa-
ration from one’s mind.

“The entire country

belongs to everyone, and
this spirit is true social
harmony,” Bhagwat said
and insisted that public
facilities like temples,
water bodies, and cre-

mation grounds must be
open to all Hindus with-
out exception.

People should not
judge anyone by their
caste, wealth, language

or region and treat every-
one as their own, he
said. “The entire India is
mine,” he said, describ-
ing this approach as sam-
ajik samrasta (social har-

mony).

Bhagwat stressed
the need to revive fam-
ily interactions, saying
families should spend
at least one day a week
together, engage in
prayers according to their
faith, eat home-cooked
food together and hold
meaningful discussions,
Bhagwat said, calling the
discussions ‘mangal sam-
vad’.

“People often fall into
bad habits when they feel
lonely. Regular interac-
tion and dialogue within
families can help prevent
this,” the RSS chief said.

Bhagwat called for
social harmony, environ-
mental responsibility and
disciplined civic life, urg-
ing people to rise above
divisions and work collec-
tively for society and the
nation.

PM for ‘reform,
perform,
transform’

NEW DELHI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday stressed on
the mantra of reform,
perform and transform at
the 50th meeting of PRA-
GATI, which accelerated
projects worth more than
Rs 85 lakh crore over the
past decade.

Chairing the meet-
ing, the prime minister
emphasised the use of
technology in each and
every phase of a project
life cycle.

Faridabad woman
gangraped in moving van

Press Trust Of India

FARIDABAD: A woman
was allegedly gangraped
in a moving van through
the night and thrown out
of the speeding vehicle,
suffering serious head
and facial injuries, on
a desolate road by two
men who have since been
arrested, police said on
Wednesday. The assault
of the mother of three,
which brings back the

horror of the Nirbhaya
rape on another cold
December night 13 years
ago, took place in the
early hours of Tuesday on
the winding, little popu-
lated Gurgaon-Faridabad,
officials said. Faridabad
police produced the two
accused, one from Uttar
Pradesh and the other
from Madhya Pradesh, in
a city court on Wednes-
day and sent them into
judicial custody, they said.

The 25-year-old, who had
been living at her par-
ents’ home after troubles
with her husband, suf-
fered severe injuries to
head and her face, which
required more than 12
stitches. She has been
admitted to a private
hospital in Faridabad,
adjoining the national
capital. Her condition is
critical, and she is not yet
fit to record a statement, a
police official said.

Press Trust Of India

Centre estimates
the fiscal deficit
during 2025-26 at
4.4 per cent of GDP,
or Rs 15.69 lakh cr.

NEW DELHI: The Centre’s
fiscal deficit at the end
of November stood at Rs
9.76 lakh crore, or 62.3
per cent of the annual
budget target for 2025-26,
compared to 52.5 per cent
in the year-ago period,
according to government
data released on Wednes-
day.

The Centre estimates
the fiscal deficit (the gap
between expenditure and
revenue) during 2025-26
at 4.4 per cent of GDP, or
Rs 15.69 lakh crore.

According to data
released by the Control-
ler and Auditor General
of India (CAG), the central
government received Rs
19.49 lakh crore (55.7 per

CGA DATA

Fiscal deficit crosses 62% of
annual target in November

cent of the correspond-
ing BE 2025-26 of total
receipts) up to November
2025. This comprised Rs
13,93,946 crore of tax rev-
enue (net to Centre), Rs
5,16,366 crore of non-tax
revenue and Rs 38,927
crore of non-debt capital
receipts.

CGA data showed Rs

9,36,561 crore was trans-
ferred to state govern-
ments as devolution of
share of taxes by the Cen-
tre during the period, a
rise of Rs 1,24,498 crore
year-on-year. The total
expenditure incurred by
the Centre was Rs 29.26
lakh crore (57.8 per cent
of the corresponding BE

2025-26), out of which
Rs 22,67,700 crore was
on revenue account and
Rs 6,58,210 crore on cap-
ital account. Out of the
total revenue expendi-
ture, Rs 7,45,765 crore
was towards interest pay-
ments and Rs 2,88,333
crore on account of major
subsidies.

Goul grants Voda Idea 5-year moralorium

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment on Wednesday
approved a major relief
package for Vodafone
Idea, freezing its out-
standing AGR dues,
approving a five-year
moratorium on pay-
ment, and clearing the
way for reassessment
of the capped statutory
charge - giving a criti-
cal lifeline to the belea-
guered telco.

The relief measures
approved by the Union

Cabinet aim to protect
the interest of the gov-
ernment (which has
about 48.9 per cent stake
in the telco), enable
orderly payment of dues
to the Centre by way
of spectrum auction
charges and AGR dues,
ensure competition in

Amount works out
to roughly Rs 120
cr per annum and
between Rs 700-800 cr
over six years.

the sector and safeguard
the interests of 20 crore
consumers of Vodafone
Idea, according to
sources.

The Cabinet, headed
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, agreed to freeze

AGR dues of Vodafone
Idea at Rs 87,695 crore,
which the struggling com-
pany now has to start pay-
ing from 2031-32 fiscal and
clear by 2040-41, sources
aware of the decision said.
The frozen dues will be
reassessed by the tele-
com department based
on ‘deduction verification
guidelines” of 2020 and
audit reports, sources
said, adding that the out-
come will be decided by
a government-appointed
committee and be binding
on both parties.
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Raipur

Reduction in
interest rates on
FDRs and small
savings is unfair.

Surendra Verma
Cong Spokesperson

CS calls for coordinated
action in road safety

Chief Secretary calls for coordinated action, strict enforcement, faster
emergency response to reduce accidents statewide

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A high-level
review meeting on the
road safety scenario in
Chhattisgarh concluded
with a strong emphasis
on coordinated efforts,
public participation,
and strict enforcement
to prevent road acci-
dents and improve traffic
management across the
state. Chairing the meet-
ing, Chief Secretary Mr.

Chief Secretary Mr. Vikasheel chaired high-level review meeting on the
road safety scenario on Wednesday here.

the timely arrival of 108
ambulances at accident
sites and asked senior
officials to closely mon-
itor response times. He

pation of youth in road
safety awareness and
voluntary traffic manage-
ment initiatives. District
Collectors were directed

Vikasheel directed all also stressed strength- to continuously monitor
concerned departments ening trauma centers road safety and regularly
to work in close coor- to ensure proper and convene meetings of Dis-
dination to strengthen immediate treatment trict Road Safety Com-
road safety mechanisms. of accident victims. mittees. At the outset,
The Chief Secretary Emphasizing community Transport Secretary Mr.
instructed the Health involvement, he called S. Prakash presented an

Department to ensure for

maximum partici-

overview of departmen-

PRACTICAL EXAMS
Class 10 and 12 Practical Exams begin from today;
No re-examination for absentees

RAIPUR: Practical examinations for Class
10 and Class 12 students will commence
from January 1 across Chhattisgarh. The
Board of Secondary Education (BSE) has
made it clear that students who remain
absent from the practical examinations
will not be given any second opportu-
nity under any circumstances. The board
examinations for Classes 10 and 12 are
scheduled to begin from February 20,

due to which the practical examinations
have been advanced by about ten days
this year. As per the BSE schedule, prac-
tical exams will be conducted between
January 1 and January 20. According to
the guidelines issued by the Board, princi-
pals of high schools and higher secondary
schools have been given the flexibility to
conduct practical examinations within the
stipulated dates as per their convenience.
However, the presence of all students is
mandatory, and ensuring their attendance
will be the responsibility of the head of the
institution. The practical examinations will
be conducted strictly in the presence of
external examiners appointed by the BSE.
Schools have been clearly instructed that
they cannot appoint external examiners on
their own.

RISING DRUG ABUSE
Bhagwat should question BJP Govls, not just give
speeches on Drug abuse: Deepak Baij

RAIPUR: Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat’s recent
remarks expressing concern over ris-
ing drug abuse among the youth have
triggered sharp criticism from the
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (CPCC). State Congress Presi-
dent Deepak Baij on Tuesday said that
mere expressions of concern would

not address the growing menace and
urged the RSS chief to hold BJP govern-
ments accountable. Baij pointed out
that the Bharatiya Janata Party, which
he described as an affiliate of the RSS,
is in power both at the Centre and in
Chhattisgarh, as well as in several other
states. “If drugs are entering states like
Chhattisgarh from across international
borders and narcotics are being sold
openly in streets and neighbourhoods,
then it reflects a complete failure of
BJP governments,” he said. Referring
to large drug seizures, Baij alleged
that when narcotics worth thousands
of crores reach ports like Mundra in
Gujarat and no effective action follows,
the RSS leadership should question the
Central government and Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

TALENT FELICITATION CEREMONY

Chhattisgarh Marar Patel Samaj holds state-level
talent felicitation event

RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh Marar Patel
Mahasangh Karamchari Sangh organised
a state-level Pratibha Samman Samaroh
(Talent Felicitation Ceremony) at the Sha-
heed Smarak Bhavan in Raipur, during
which meritorious students, youths and
community members with outstanding
contributions in various fields were hon-
oured. The programme was attended
as chief guest by Katghora MLA Prem-
chand Patel, while Mahasangh president
Barat Ram Patel presided over the func-
tion. Chhattisgarh Gaushala Commission
chairman Visheshar Patel was present as
the special guest, and Mahasangh con-

vener Rajendra Nayak Patel attended as
a distinguished guest, along with several
office-bearers and prominent members
of the community. Employees’ Cell con-
vener Lilar Singh Patel said students and
youths of the community who excelled in
education, sports, art, literature and social
service were felicitated on the occasion.
Meritorious students who secured 80 per
cent and above marks in Classes 10 and
12 in the academic session 2024-25 (2025
pass-outs), college-level achievers, and stu-
dents who brought laurels to the commu-
nity at the state and national levels were
honoured with the “Udaan Award”.

FACTFILE

® Focus on black spot
correction, ambulance
response, helmet use,
youth participation to
improve road safety.

tal initiatives, while Mr.
Sanjay Sharma, Chair-
man of the Inter-De-
partmental Lead Agency
(Road Safety), shared
updates on inter-depart-
mental progress. Of the
152 identified accident
black spots, improvement
work has been completed
at 102 locations, with
instructions issued to
expedite corrective mea-
sures at the remaining 50.

16 State
Police Service
Officers
promoted

RAIPUR: In a morale-
boosting move on the
last day of the year, the
Chhattisgarh government
has granted promotions
to 16 officers of the State
Police Service (SPS). Act-
ing on the recommen-
dation of Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai and
through the special initia-
tive of Deputy Chief Min-
ister Vijay Sharma, the
Home (Police) Depart-
ment issued promotion
orders, describing the
decision as being in the
interest of police person-
nel and an encouraging
step for the department.
Based on the recommen-
dations of the Depart-
mental Promotion and
Screening ~ Committee,
these officers, who were
drawing senior scale pay,
have been provi sionally
promoted from the rank of
DSP to ASP.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

PROPERTY DETAILS
State Government employees directed to submit

immovable property details by January 31

RAIPUR: All officers and employees
of the Chhattisgarh state govern-
ment have been directed to submit
their annual statement of immovable
property by January 31, failing which
action may be taken as per rules. In
this regard, the General Administra-
tion Department (GAD) has issued
detailed instructions to all Additional
Chief Secretaries, Principal Secretar-
ies, Secretaries, and Special Secre-
taries. According to the letter issued
by the GAD, under Rule 19(1) of the
Chhattisgarh Civil Services (Conduct)
Rules, 1965, it is mandatory for every
government servant to submit an

annual return detailing immovable
property owned by them. This provi-
sion aims to ensure transparency and
accountability in public service. The
department has further informed
that from January 2026 onwards, all
officers and employees of the Secre-
tariat Service will be required to sub-
mit their annual immovable property
statements online through the SPAR-
ROW portal (epar.cg.gov.in), which is
operated by the National Informatics
Centre (NIC). The online submission
will cover immovable property held
during the calendar year from Janu-
ary 1, 2025, to December 31, 2025.
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Cabinet confirmed
the implementation
of the Police Com-
missionerate System
in the Raipur Metro-
politan Police from
January 23.

RAIPUR: In a move set
to delight vehicle buy-
ers across the state, the
Chhattisgarh Cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai, has
announced a 50% rebate
on lifetime road tax for
vehicles purchased dur-
ing the upcoming 9th
Auto Expo. The Expo is
scheduled to take place
at the Science College
Ground in Raipur from
January 20 to February 5,
2026. This one-time con-
cession will be applied at
the time of registration
for all vehicles sold at the
event. Beyond the relief
for motorists, the Cabi-
net meeting at Mantra-
laya (Mahanadi Bhavan)
resulted in several land-
mark decisions aimed at
fiscal discipline, tribal
welfare, and administra-
tive restructuring. The
Cabinet approved a bud-
getary provision of Rs
55.69 crore to fully repay
loans taken by the Chhat-
tisgarh Rajya Antyavasayi
Sahkari Vitt Evam Vikas
Nigam from five national

corporations. Repay-
ments cover loans from
corporations dedicated

to Scheduled Castes,

Scheduled Tribes, Back-
ward Classes, Minorities,
and Divyang (persons
with disabilities) devel-

opment. Once cleared,
a government guarantee
liability of Rs 229.91 crore
will be terminated. Sim-
ilarly, the Government
guarantees have been
approved for 2026 loans
to ensure the procure-
ment of tendupatta at the
rate of Rs 5,500 per stan-

dard bag.

Cabinet also gave
approval for the propos-
als related with Millet
promotion. Working cap-
ital was approved for the
procurement and pro-
cessing of Kodo, Kutki,
and Ragi.

A Rs 30 crore interest-
free loan was granted to
the Minor Forest Produce
Federation for the mar-
keting and value addition

of non-nationalized forest
products. The incentive
for Usna rice milling has
been doubled from Rs
20 to Rs 40 per quintal.
To qualify, the required
milling period has been
reduced from three
months to two. For rice
millers providing bank
guarantees for paddy
procurement, stamp
duty has been slashed
from 0.25% to 0.05%.

Major Reforms in Industrial Development Policy 2024-30

Chhattisgarh State Cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, has approved sig-
nificant amendments to the State’s Industrial Development Policy 2024-30. These revisions
aim to make the policy more competitive, transparent, and investment-friendly compared
to other states, therehy strengthening prospects for industrial growth, expansion of the ser-
vice sector, and the creation of new employment opportunities. The primary objective of the
Cabinet’s decision is to ensure sustainable and quality employment for the domiciles of the
state. In this direction, new provisions have been introduced relating to Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund (EPF) reimbursement and employment generation incentives. Under the revised
policy, MSME units in special sectors such as pharmaceuticals, textiles, food processing,
electronics, artificial intelligence, and information technology that generate employment
for more than 50 persons will also be eligible for wage-linked incentives for employing
local residents of Chhattisgarh. Expanding the scope of the service sector, the Cabinet has
also included computer-based testing infrastructure, e-commerce and app-based aggre-
gators, and NABL-accredited diagnostic laboratories under the policy framework. These
institutions will now be eligible for incentives and benefits as prescribed under the Indus-
trial Development Policy. To accelerate growth in tourism and healthcare infrastructure,
incentive-based amendments have been approved for the establishment of five-star hotels
in Raipur, Durg, and Bilaspur, and three-star hotels in other districts. Similarly, the policy
also promotes the establishment of large private multi-speciality hospitals across the state.

bureaucratic reshuffle
on the final day of the
year, the Chhattisgarh
government has pro-
moted senior Indian
Administrative Ser-
vice (IAS) officer Ms.
Shehla Nigar to the
rank of Principal Sec-
retary.

The promotion
comes as part of
the state’s year-
end administrative
updates. Ms. Nigar, a
seasoned officer, will
now take on respon-
sibilities in the higher
echelons of the state
administration.

Alongside this high-
level promotion, the
state government
has also cleared the
orders for five IAS
officers from the 2017
batch to receive the
Junior Selection Grade
(Junior Pay Scale).

The officers receiv-
ing the updated pay
scale include Akash
Chhikara, Rohit Vyas,
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Kunal Dudawat and
Chandrakant Verma.

These orders were
officially issued on
Wednesday, mark-
ing a transition in the
administrative hierar-
chy as the state moves
into the new year.
These changes are
expected to stream-
line various depart-
mental functions and
reinforce the leader-
ship across different
districts and sectors in
Chhattisgarh.

Central Chronicle News

The team will
depart on January 1
to participate in the
All India Inter-Uni-
versity Yoga
(Women) Champi-
onship 2025-26.

RAIPUR: The women’s
yoga team of Pandit Rav-
ishankar Shukla Univer-
sity (PRSU) is all set to
showcase its prowess on
the national stage. The
prestigious national event
is being hosted by the
Swami Vivekananda Yoga
Anusandhana Samsthana
(S-VYASA) in Bengaluru
and will run from January
5 to January 9, 2026.

The university has
selected a talented group
of athletes to compete
across individual, rhyth-
mic and group categories
including Aakriti Tiwari
in Individual Category
whereas in the Rhythmic
Category, Sakshi Verma,
Group Event Team:
Neelam, Chetna, Timesh-
wari, Bhineshwari, Janvi
Gupta and Suniti Prad-
han.

The team is being led
by Puridar, who is serving

FASTFACTS

© the team'’s preparation
and wished them
success in bringing
laurels to the institution.

as the Yoga Coach and Ms.
Upasana Vishwakarma,
the Team Manager.

Prior to their depar-
ture, the team received
a warm send-off and
encouragement from the
university’s top officials.
Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Sachchidanand  Shukla
expressed confidence in
the team’s preparation
and wished them success
in bringing laurels to the
institution. Other prom-
inent faculty members
who extended their best
wishes include Prof. Reeta
Venugopal (Director,
Department of Physical
Education), Prof. Rajeev
Choudhary (Chairman,
School of Studies in Phys-
ical Education) and Prof.
C.D. Agashe.

The championship is
expected to feature over
230 universities and more
than 2,500 participants,
making it one of the larg-
est competitive yoga gath-
erings for women in the
country.

Governor’s prior approval mandatory
for posting of University Registrars

Central Chronicle News

The order has
sparked a stir
within the state
government circles,
as it extends the
Governor’s over-
sight not only to
appointments but
also to disciplinary
actions.

RAIPUR: In a significant
administrative develop-
ment, the Chhattisgarh
Raj Bhavan has issued a
directive making it man-
datory to obtain prior
approval from the Gov-
ernor—who serves as the
Chancellor (Kuladhipati)
of state universities—
before the appointment
or posting of University
Registrars.

The order has
sparked a stir within
the state government
circles, as it extends the
Governor’s  oversight
not only to appoint-
ments but also to disci-
plinary actions.

The Governor’s office
has clarified that no
appointment or post-
ing of a Registrar can
proceed without the
Chancellor’s explicit
approval. Furthermore,
the directive states that
any departmental action
or inquiry-based pro-
ceedings against univer-
sity officers and employ-
ees will also require
prior consent from the
Raj Bhavan.

Formal letters outlin-
ing these instructions
have been dispatched to
the Secretaries of Higher
Education, Medical Edu-
cation and Agriculture,
as these departments
oversee the various
state-run universities.

According to sources
within the Raj Bhavan,
the decision follows a
formal proposal passed
by the Executive Council
of Bilaspur University.
The council had advo-
cated for a mandatory
approval process for
Registrar appointments,
prompting the Gover-
nor to issue state-wide

FASTFACTS

® According to sources
within the Raj Bhavan,
the decision follows a
formal proposal passed
by the Executive Council
of Bilaspur University.

instructions to ensure
uniformity and trans-
parency.

The move is being
viewed by some within
the state government
as an intervention in
executive functions. Dis-
cussions are reportedly
underway regarding the
potential impact of this
decision on the auton-
omy of the state gov-
ernment in managing
administrative postings

within the university
system.
This  directive is

expected to bring a new
layer of scrutiny to uni-
versity administration in
Chhattisgarh, ensuring
that the highest office
of the state is directly
involved in key person-
nel decisions of aca-
demic institutions.

Central Chronicle News

Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai flags
off 57 Mobile Medi-
cal Units.

RAIPUR: Healthcare ser-
vices are now set to reach
the doorsteps of people liv-
ing in remote and densely
forested tribal regions of
Chhattisgarh. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adi-
vasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan
(PM-JANMAN) scheme,
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai on Wednesday flagged
off 57 Mobile Medical Unit
(MMU) vehicles at Nava
Raipur. With the rollout
of these Mobile Medical
Units, preparations are
now complete to ensure
regular healthcare services
for Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs).
Keeping in view the diffi-
culties faced by communi-
ties in reaching hospitals
from remote areas, the

| MOBILE MEDICAL UNIT |

Remote Tribal regions
gel a new Health Lifeline

government believes that
this initiative will deliver
essential health services
directly to villages and
habitations. The deploy-
ment of these MMUs will
ensure regular healthcare
coverage for more than
2,100 villages and habita-
tions across 18 districts of
the State. Over two lakh
people belonging to Par-
ticularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups are expected to
benefit directly from this
initiative. Sai stated that
families living in hilly and
inaccessible regions will
now have access to medi-
cal examination and treat-
ment facilities within their

own villages. He described
the initiative as a “strong
foundation for compre-
hensive participation and
health security of tribal
communities.”

Calling it a proud day
for Chhattisgarh, CM said
that the most socially,
economically and edu-
cationally  marginalized
sections of society belong
to the Particularly Vulner-
able Tribal Groups. Out of
the state’s population of
nearly three crore, around
2.30 lakh PVTG individuals
reside across 2,100 habita-
tions in 18 districts. These
Mobile Medical Units will
prove to be a boon for

FASTFACTS

© Regular healthcare
services to reach over
2,100 villages and
habitations across 18
districts

them. Through the 57 fully
equipped MMUs, health-
care delivery in such areas
will become significantly
easier. Each unit will have
a doctor, nurse, laboratory
technician and local volun-
teers. The units will offer
25 types of diagnostic tests
and provide 106 types of
medicines free of cost.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Health Minister
Shyam Bihari Jaiswal
stated that the Mobile
Medical Units are meant
for remote forest areas
where access to health-
care has remained limited.
Dedicating all 57 MMUs
to the state, he said the
initiative will help realize
the vision of the Prime
Minister.

RAIPUR: Cabinet Minister
Gajendra Yadav chaired a
high-level review meeting
at his Nava Raipur resi-
dence to finalize prepara-
tions for the 1st National
Rover-Ranger  Jamboree.
The mega event is sched-
uled to take place from
January 9 to January 13
at Village Dudhli in the
Balod district. The five-day
national event will be offi-
cially inaugurated by the
Governor of Chhattisgarh,
Ramen Deka. The gath-
ering is expected to see
the participation of Union
Ministers, Members of
Parliament, the Chief Min-
ister of Chhattisgarh, and
various other state minis-
ters and public represen-
tatives.

This Jamboree serves
as a massive platform for
youth exchange, featur-
ing more than 10,000
participants includ-
ing Rovers and Rang-
ers from approximately
45 states across India.
Youth delegations from
Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and
Nepal are also expected to
attend.

BHORAMDEO CORRIDOR
Bhumipoojan

of Bhoramdeo
Corridor today

RAIPUR : CM Vishnu Deo
Sai, along with Union Min-
ister for Culture Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, will per-
form the bhumipoojan of
the Bhoramdeo Corridor
in Kabirdham district on
January 1. The Central Gov-
ernment has approved Rs.
146 crore for this ambitious
project under the Swadesh
Darshan Yojana 2.0. The
initiative aims at the inte-
grated development of
the historic and religious
Bhoramdeo Temple com-
plex and its surrounding
heritage sites.

The bhumipoojan
ceremony to be held at
the Bhoramdeo Temple
premises will be attended
by Deputy Chief Minis-
ters Arun Sao and Vijay
Sharma, Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly Dr
Raman Singh, Union Min-
ister of State for Housing
and Urban Affairs Tokhan
Sahu, Tourism and Culture
Minister Rajesh Agrawal,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Lakhanlal Dewan-
gan, Member of Parliament
Santosh Pandey, MLA Smt
Bhawana Bohra, Chair-
man of Chhattisgarh Tour-
ism Board Neelu Sharma,
along with several former
legislators, chairpersons of
boards and commissions,
and other public represen-
tatives.

| NIKSHAY POSHAN MITRA ABHIYAN |

AIIMS-R distributes food packets to 500 ‘IB patients

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: In a significant
step towards achieving
the national vision of a
TB-Mukt Bharat, the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Raipur
successfully conducted a
Food Packet Distribution
Programme for 500 tuber-
culosis (TB) patients under
the Nikshay Poshan Mitra
Abhiyan, with support
from the Steel Authority
of India Limited (SAIL),
Bhilai.

The programme was
organized in the august

presence of Lt. Gen. Ashok

Jindal (Retd.), Executive
Director & CEO, AIIMS
Raipur;  Ajay  Kumar
Chakraborty, Executive
Director, SAIL Bhilai; Dr.
Eli Mohapatra, Dean (Aca-

demics); Dr. Renu Rajguru,
Medical Superintendent;
Lt. Col. Dharveer Singh,
Deputy Director (Admin-
istration); Dr. Ajoy Kumar
Behera, Zonal TB Forum
(ZTF) Chairman; and fac-

[

Nutritional
support is essential
for effective TB
management.

Lt. Gen. Ashok Jindal
(Retd.)

Executive Director & CEO,
AlIMS Raipur.

ulty members from the
Department of Pulmonary
Medicine.

The NikshayPoshan
Yojana and  Nikshay-
Poshan Mitra Abhiyan,

implemented under the
National TB Elimination
Programme (NTEP), aim
to enhance TB treatment
outcomes by addressing
malnutrition—one of the
key factors contributing to
disease severity, delayed
recovery, and poor treat-
ment adherence. Through
the NikshayPoshan Mitra
framework, public sec-
tor undertakings, insti-
tutions, and individuals
collaborate with the gov-
ernment to provide sus-
tained nutritional and
psychosocial support to TB
patients.

Seminar highlights Socio-Economic
vitality and conservation of Wetlands

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A  high-level
seminar on “Wetlands of
Chhattisgarh” was orga-
nized by the Chhattisgarh
branch of the Indian Insti-
tute of Public Administra-
tion (ITPA) on Wednesday
at the Circuit House, Rai-
pur. The event featured
a comprehensive lecture
by renowned expert Prof.
(Dr.) ML Nayak, highlight-
ing the critical role wet-
lands play in the state’s
ecological and economic
security. The session
was presided over by

Suyogya Mishra, former
Chief Secretary of Chhat-
tisgarh and attended by
senior administrative offi-
cers, environmentalists,
and prominent citizens.
During the lecture, Dr.
Nayak revealed a major
milestone, the Kopra
Reservoir in Bilaspur dis-
trict has been officially

included in the Ramsar
List, making it the state’s
first internationally rec-
ognized wetland.

Dr. Nayak warned that
the depletion of these
water bodies poses a
severe challenge to the
survival of the state’s
entire ecosystem and
human life.
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Bilaspur

Take coordinated action,
strict enforcement, faster
emergency response

to reduce accidents

statewide.

Vikasheel

Chief Secy. Ch'garh

Three-way flyover to be
built at a cost of Rs. 900 cr

To ease the city’s traffic congestion, a three-way flyover will be constructed

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: To ease the
city’s traffic congestion,
a three-way flyover will
be constructed from
Rajiv Gandhi Chowk to
Nehru Chowk. This fly-
over will extend towards
Uslapur Road, over
the Indira Setu bridge,
and towards Koni and
the Sipat-Mopka Road,
allowing National High-
way traffic to bypass the
city’s inner areas. A pro-
posal of Rs. 900 crore
has been prepared for
this project. This will also
include the widening of
existing city roads and
the construction of new
roads. Officials from the
municipal corporation
and the Public Works
Department (PWD) are
working on this major
project. A technical team
has also started soil test-
ing in different parts of
the city to determine the
depth of bedrock and
the type of soil. Work is
also underway on the
Detailed Project Report
(DPR). The prelimi-
nary map of the flyover
has also been released.
According to the Munic-
ipal Commissioner, the
flyover from Rajiv Gan-
dhi Chowk to Nehru
Chowk will be divided
into three directions.

FASTFACTS

® Officials say that
the entire project will
cost approximately
Rs. 300 crore. This will
be Bilaspur’s largest
flyover, with a length
of four and a half to
five kilometers.

Uslapur Road, over the
Indira Setu bridge, and
towards Koni and the
Sipat-Mopka Road. This
will allow traffic from the
Raipur-Bilaspur Highway
to pass through without
affecting the city’s inner
areas. A proposal of Rs.
900 crore has been pre-
pared for this project
under the ‘City Develop-
ment Scheme’.

Flyover to be five
kms long

Currently, traffic
from the Raipur-Bilas-

through the Tifra fly-
over and Nehru Chowk
towards Sipat and Koni,
causing traffic conges-
tion on the city’s inner
roads. To address this
problem, a survey is
being conducted for
the construction of a
flyover from Rajiv Gan-
dhi Chowk to Nehru
Chowk, passing over the
Indira Setu bridge. This
flyover will be diverted
from Mahamaya Chowk
towards Koni and the
Sipat road.

Officials say that the
entire project will cost
approximately Rs. 300
crore. This will be Bilas-
pur’s largest flyover,
with a length of four and
a half to five kilometers.

PWD to construct
flyover, Municipal Cor-
poration to build 10
roads

The flyover will be

File Photo

PWD, while the munic-
ipal corporation will be
responsible for widen-
ing 10 major city roads
and constructing new
roads. In addition, a new
road will be constructed
by laying a slab over
the Gokne Nala, similar
to the Jawali Nala proj-
ect, which will connect
one part of the city to
another.

According to officials,
this project will be a
milestone in improving
the city’s traffic man-
agement, particularly
in diverting traffic from
National Highway 130
away from the city cen-
ter. Similarly, work will
be undertaken on the
Mopka Koni bypass
road, the Ashok Nagar
to Birkona road, and
the Dayalband to Seepat
road, to reduce the traf-
fic burden on the city’s

Admn assures
actionon
encroachment of
tribal farmer’s land

BILASPUR: Several griev-
ances were raised during the
weekly Jan Darshan, where
the Municipal Commissioner
and District Panchayat CEO
heard complaints on the
Collector’s directions. A
tribal farmer sought removal
of illegal encroachment
on land received through
Bhanchadan. Konni resi-
dent Purushottam Gond
alleged that his land in vil-
lage Gataura has been under
illegal occupation for over
15 years. Taking the matter
seriously, the application
was forwarded to the SDM
with instructions for prompt
action.

Teacher appointed
after High Court
intervention

BILASPUR: A woman candi-
date who was earlier denied
selection has been appointed
as a teacher following
High Court directions. The
appointment was made after
the state government com-
pleted the process, leading
to disposal of the contempt
petition. The case relates
to the 2019 teacher
recruitment in Jagdal-
pur, where the petitioner
was declared ineligible
on the grounds that she
had obtained her gradua-
tion after B.Ed. The High
Court found merit in her
claim that graduation
was completed earlier
and ordered her appoint-

Chaliha Festival and New Year
celebrated with grandeur

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: Chakarb-
hatha witnessed a vibrant
blend of devotion and
celebration as the Sindhi
community organized a
grand and joyous rally
on the occasion of the
sacred Chaliha Festival
along with the New Year.
The town resonated
with faith, enthusiasm,
and spiritual energy as
the rally moved through
the streets, creating a
festive and devotional
atmosphere. Traditional
attire, religious tableaux,
devotional slogans, and
cultural expressions
added to the grandeur,
turning the entire town

into a scene of celebra-
tion and reverence. On
this auspicious occasion,
revered Guru Sant Sai
Lal Ji of Chakarbhatha
Amar Dham blessed the
devotees present. In his
blessings, he prayed for
happiness, peace, and a
bright future for all, and
encouraged everyone to
welcome the New Year
with a spirit of service,
harmony, and positivity.
His words deeply touched
the devotees, leaving
them emotionally moved.
The rally saw enthusias-
tic participation not only
from local residents but
also from devotees who
had arrived from nearby
and distant areas.

Cold wave likely at isolated places
in north and Central Ch’garh

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR:  Severe cold
continues across most dis-
tricts of the state, with icy
winds making mornings
and nights particularly
harsh. People are finding
it difficult to stay without
warm clothing, and bon-
fires are being used even

morning and evening
hours. According to the
Meteorological Depart-

ment, a cold wave is likely
at one or two places in
north and central Chhat-
tisgarh over the next 24
hours. However, minimum
temperatures are expected
to rise gradually by 2 to 3
degrees Celsius over the

It will extend towards pur Highway passes constructed by the narrow roads. ment. inside homes during early next four days.
Key deCiSiOnS OIl deVelOpment ISSUQS raised over | ATAL SMRITI KARYAKARTA SAMMELAN|
d civi Ifare tak police constable A 19 s d l s
and civic wellare taken recruitment tal’s 1decals CNCErgisc pal’[y
results addressed

Central Chronicle News

CHAKARBHATHA: A sig
nificant special meeting of
the Bodri Municipal Council
was held on Tuesday after-
noon at 3 pm at the Cul-
tural Building, focusing on
important decisions related
to social welfare, adminis-
trative strengthening, infra-
structure development, and
financial management of the
town. During the meeting,
applications received under
public welfare schemes such
as the Chief Minister Pen-
sion Scheme, Social Security
Pension Scheme, and the
National Family Assistance
Scheme were reviewed to
ensure timely support to
eligible and needy citizens.
Matters related to caste cer-
tificates and other essential
civic services were also taken
up for consideration.

Issues concerning munic-
ipal employees were dis-
cussed in detail, including
time-bound pay scale ben-
efits, salary increments for
successful completion of
training, direct recruitment
to vacant posts, and admin-
istrative restructuring, all
aimed at strengthening the
functioning of the munici-
pal body. The meeting also
deliberated on development
works and tenders, covering
construction of additional
classrooms in schools, pro-
vision of basic facilities at
cremation grounds, renova-
tion of playgrounds, sewage
treatment plants, solid waste
management systems, road
and drainage works, procure-
ment of stationery, labor sup-
ply, vehicle insurance, e-rick-
shaw repairs, and approval of
tenders for various construc-
tion projects.

BILASPUR: FOllOWing the
release of the District Police
Force Constable Cadre
Recruitment 2023-24 results
on December 9, several
candidates raised questions
regarding the transparency
of the selection list. The
primary objection was that
marks obtained by candi-
dates were not mentioned
in the main and waiting lists.

Clarifying the issue,
the administration stated
that a revised merit list
with detailed marks was
reissued on December
14. Candidates had also
alleged that some appli-
cants were selected in
more than one district
and that candidates
with lower marks were
selected over those with
higher scores.

The department
explained  that the
recruitment process was
conducted strictly as
per norms, with selec-
tion based on physical
efficiency and written

examination, category-
wise reservation, and
merit.

workers, says Tokhan Sahu

Central Chronicle News

Union Minister Tokah
Sahu urged workers to
follow Atal’s ideals of
service, good gover-
nance and democratic
values in Atal Smriti
Karyakarta Sammelan.

BILASPUR: Union Min-
ister of State for Housing
and Urban Affairs Tokhan
Sahu said that the thoughts
and values of Bharat Ratna
late Atal Bihari Vajpayee
continue to inspire and
energise party workers.
Addressing Assembly-level
Atal Smriti Karyakarta
Sammelans held in Bilas-
pur, he urged workers to
follow Atal’s ideals of ser-
vice, good governance and
democratic values.

The conferences were
organised at Devkinan-
dan Dixit Auditorium and
Pandit Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri School, with the objec-

FASTFACTS

© Highlighting the
role of workers, the
minister said they
are the organisation’s
greatest strength.

tive of taking Atal’s life,
ideas and commitment to
nation-building to the grass-
roots. Sahu said Atal viewed
politics not as a means to
power but as a powerful
instrument of national ser-
vice, and his ideals remain
a guiding force for both
public representatives and

party workers. Highlight-
ing the role of workers,
the minister said they are
the organisation’s greatest
strength. Their discipline,
dedication and enthusi-
asm connect the organ-
isation with people and
ensure that government
schemes reach the last
person. He added that sin-
cere and committed work
by cadres strengthens the
organisation and acceler-
ates national progress. The
programme was chaired by
BJP district in-charge and
MP Rupkumari Choudhary,
who said Chhattisgarh itself

is Atal ji’s lasting gift and
has progressed inspired by
his vision. The event began
with the lighting of lamps
before portraits of Bharat
Mata, Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya and Dr Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee.
Separately, an Atal
Smriti Sammelan was held
at Pandit Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri School to mark Atal’s
birth centenary. MLA Amar
Agrawal said Atal was not
only a skilled statesman but
a true guardian of democ-
racy firm in principles,
simple in conduct and far-
sighted in decision-making.

| HISTORIC REDUCTION IN HC'S PENDING CASES |

Fudicial efficiency gels a new direction C7’s leadership

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: As a positive
result of the continuous
and coordinated efforts
being made by the Chhat-
tisgarh High Court to make
the judicial system more
effective, sensitive, and
time-bound, a significant
reduction in the num-
ber of pending cases has
been recorded in the year
2025. This achievement
reflects the High Court’s
strong commitment to
speedy, transparent, and
accessible justice. Under

the inspiration, visionary
leadership, and contin-
uous guidance of Chief
Justice Mr. Justice Ramesh
Sinha, the High Court has
emphasized the speedy
and effective resolution of
cases, understanding the
feeling of delay and denial
of justice. Under his able
leadership, concrete pol-
icy guidelines, continuous
monitoring, and coordi-
nation with all stakehold-
ers involved in the justice
delivery  system  were
established to strengthen
judicial efficiency,

accountability, and institu-
tional excellence. Accord-
ing to the available data, a
total of 84,305 cases were
pending in the High Court
on January 1, 2025. Dur-
ing the year 2025, 55,416
new cases were instituted,
while 64,054 cases were
disposed of during the
same period. As a result,
a net reduction of 8,638
in the number of pend-
ing cases was recorded by
the end of the year, which
represents a significant
decrease of approximately
10.25 percent. It is partic-

00

A net reduction of 8,638
in the number of pending
cases was recorded in HC

by the end of the year.

HC Authorities

ularly noteworthy that the
disposal rate in 2025 was
115.59 percent compared
to the institution rate,
which clearly shows that
more old cases were suc-
cessfully disposed of than
new cases. This significant

achievement is the result
of the inspiring vision of
Chief Justice Mr. Justice
Ramesh Sinha, the unwav-
ering commitment of the
Hon’ble Judges, and the
dedicated and coordinated
efforts of the judicial offi-
cers and court staff. These
collective efforts have not
only significantly increased
the efficiency of the judi-
cial system but have also
proved to be a strong and
meaningful step towards
providing speedy and
effective justice to the com-
mon citizens.

District Sports Complex swimming
pool to reopen from Jan 1

Central Chronicle News

BILASPUR: The swimming
pool at the District Sports
Complex will reopen
from January 1. Existing
members, trainees and
city residents can obtain
membership and resume
regular swimming prac-
tice. Swimming timings
have been fixed in differ-
ent slots. Morning sessions
will be held from 6:00-
6:45 am, 7:00-7:45 am and
8:00-8:45 am. A separate
slot for women has been
scheduled from 9:00-9:45
am. Evening sessions for

beginners will run from
5:00-5:45 pm, while
national and internation-
al-level athletes will train
from 6:00-7:45 pm. Eve-
ning hours are reserved
mainly for trainees. Mem-
bership fees for general
members include an
annual registration fee of
Rs 1,000 with Rs 1,000 per
month, Rs 3,500 for six
months, and Rs 7,000 for
ten months. For national
and international ath-
letes, the registration fee
is Rs 1,000, with Rs 1,000
monthly, and Rs 5,000 for
six or ten months.

NEWSLINE

FINED

107 vehicles fined
in five days for
violating traffic
norms

BILASPUR: Keeping road
safety in focus ahead
of the New Year, Koni
police carried out a spe-
cial drive and issued
challans to 107 vehicles
under the Motor Vehi-
cles Act over the past
five days.

Action was taken
against drunken driving,
rash and negligent driv-
ing, modified silencers,
vehicles without num-
ber plates, riding with-
out helmets, and other
traffic rule violations.
Police said the drive
aims to curb accidents
during increased New
Year traffic and ensure
public safety.

Koni police appealed
to citizens to follow
traffic rules, avoid driv-
ing under the influ-
ence, use helmets and
seat belts, and cele-
brate the New Year
responsibly.

SURGICAL PROCEDURE

Minor surgical
procedure
performed on four-
month-old infant

BILASPUR: A four-month-
old infant from Mungeli
underwent a successful
minor surgical proce-
dure at the Department of
Pediatric Dentistry, New
Horizon Dental College,
Sakri. The child was suffer-
ing from an eruption cyst
caused by neonatal teeth,
which was causing pain
and difficulty in feeding.
The procedure was carried
out by a medical team led
by department head Dr.
Shilpi Dwivedi, along with
Dr. Jayesh Tiwari and post-
graduate students. Doctors
explained that neonatal
teeth, if left untreated, can
pose serious risks, includ-
ing the possibility of enter-
ing the airway. The college
management and admin-
istration appreciated the
medical team for their
timely intervention and
successful treatment.

THEFT CASE

One arrested
in Scooter theft
case, another
absconding

BILASPUR: Police have
arrested one accused in
a scooter theft case and
recovered the stolen vehi-
cle, while another accused
is still on the run.

According to City Kot-
wali police, complainant
Purnima Tamrakar, wife
of Shantilal Tamrakar and
a resident of Jarhabhatha,
reported the theft on
December 16. She stated
that on June 14, she had
parked her scooter (CG-
10 AW-9278) near Sanjay
Shukla’s house in Telipara
before leaving for her
residence in Ranigaon.
Later, it was found that the
scooter had been stolen.

Following the com-
plaint, police registered a
case and began an investi-
gation. Acting on a tip-off,
the police conducted a
raid and arrested Sheikh
Sahil (20), a resident of
Karbala Chowk.
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As the New Year ushers in, and a new dawn is set to be explored,
make sure to keep your family at the top priority. No one in this
world stays with you as your family does. Family is wealth!
Be genuine The debut matiiers o
One was t e nde r A popular folk singer, ‘ . 7 VlShy §$ Chlldren
Maithali Thakur made ' & °
anOthe roas a successful debut by On me 10088
winning the Alinagar seat
th under in Bihar on a BJP ticket, “Vishy’s
becoming the youngest children are
MLA to be elected in the on the loose”
process. A powerful is a famous
début from a humble quote by chess
upbringing. legend Garry
The real Kasparov, referring
dreamers to the incredible rise
sleep of young Indian chess

less!

If one had to summarise Hindi cinema in 2025, contrast would
be the defining word. The year belonged to two films that could
not have been more different in tone, scale, or storytelling approach,
yet both rewrote box-office rules in their own way. Saiyaara, released on
July 18, arrived quietly, driven by emotion, music, and debutant faces,

prodigies. That remained
the theme of Indian Chess
in 2025 as well. This was
the year when the talk was not
about the future of Indian chess,
but about the present - loud, messy,
thrilling, and occasionally uncomfort-
able. There were historic wins and

while Dhurandhar, which hit theatres on December 5, came armed
with star power, scale, and a narrative with espionage and gang wars in
Pakistan at the centre. Together, they framed a year in which audiences
proved that there was room for both tenderness and thunder on the big
screen. Both the movies give us insights into how to tackle life.

Stand apart

Indian lawmaker, Supriya Sule, this
month introduced the “Right to
Disconnect Bill, 2025” in Lok Sabha,
which proposes to establish an

lalk: loud - The Right to
Disconnect Bill

global validation and the ones who set
examples in 2025, were D. Gukesh,
Divya Deshmukh, Praggnanandhaa T
and others. More power to integrity
and resilience!

Farah Khan & Dilip

ShahRukh Khan at Met Gala

Bollywood superstar Shah
Rukh Khan dialled his star-
dom up a notch when the
‘King’ descended on the
blue floral carpet of the
Met Gala 2025, one of the
biggest fashion extrava-
ganzas of the year when
creativity and celebrity
come together to cham-
pion philanthropy.
Dressed in an all-black
Sabyasachi ensemble,

the actor made more
headlines for humbly
introducing himself

at the gala than his
costume. Stand

apart and good as

King Khan

FEat Healthy India - Idli

employees’ welfare authority to confer
the right on every employee to dis-
connect from work-related telephone
calls and emails beyond work hours
and on holidays. The bill proposes right
to refuse to answer calls and emails
outside work hours and for all matters
connected therewith.
According to the bill, no employee can
face disciplinary action for refusing to
respond to all forms of communication
like phone calls, texts, emails, video calls;
etc.The proposal also suggests a penalty of
1 per cent of the total employee remuneration for organisations that violate
this right. We need to talk for our rights!

Be alive - Mandate

on Women’s

Bar Councils

Representation in

Choreographer, director,
judge of a reality show,
host, you have seen
her in diverse roles on
diverse platforms. But
when she came to the
YouTube screen, she
owned it, and scored

a sixer.Throughout

her journey, her

cook Dilip played

like a pro and

formed an enduring
partnership. Farah
Khan’s YouTube
channel bio says,

“Picture abhi baaki hai mere dost!” Boasting 2.51 million
followers and 306 videos, Farah Khan’s vlogs make all the
right noise. From cooking to home tours to her camarade-

rie with cook Dilip, with a big dose of celebrity quotient,

Farah’s vlogs are the IT content of 2025. Set trends and
don’t follow the crowd!

All is well that ends well

Pandwani singer Teejan Bai
was recently in the news
due to her health problems
(liver and paralysis) and the
non-receipt of her pension.
After PM Narendra Modi
spoke to her family, and the
Chhattisgarh government

Idli-

This steamed South Indian delicacy is made from
fermented rice and urad dal batter and is a staple
breakfast dish in many parts of India and is often
paired with chutney or sambar, topped the most

loved food chart for Indians. Eat healthy India

Humanily thrives
A priceless gesture

A video of a heart-warming moment
went viral in June when a 93-year-old
villager, dressed in a traditional white

‘dhoti-kurta’ and a cap, stepped into a jew-
ellery shop in Maharashtra’s Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar. At first, the staff mistook

his humble appearance for someone seek-
ing help. But when he expressed the wish to
buy a ‘mangalsutra’ (sacred necklace worn
by married women) for his wife, the shop
owner was left speechless. Overwhelmed by
the nonagenarian’s gesture of love, the shop
owner gave it to him for a “token” amount Rs
20. Humanity let it linger more!

assured her of treatment and

The Indian Supreme Court directed the Bar
Council of India (BCI) to ensure 30% reser-
vation for women in the upcoming State Bar
Council elections, upholding the “constitu-
tional ethos” of mandated representation. A
bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi was hearing two public interest
petitions, highlighting the severe under rep-
resentation of women and other marginalised
groups in Bar Council bodies nationwide. Women
be joyful in 2026.

financial assistance, which

has improved her condition,

and she has started receiv-
ing her pension. Teejan Bai
has been ill for some time,
suffering from problems
such as paralysis and high
blood pressure, which
have left her unable to

walk or speak.The Chhattisgarh government has

formed a medical team to take responsibility for

her treatment and has assured the release of her

pension and financial assistance (50,000), which

is gradually improving her condition. Old is gold.

Culture is priceless!
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Drug abuse ends only when society,
enforcement and families act together,
ensuring vigilance, awareness and
responsible choices, especially among

youth.

Chandan Tripathi
Korea Collector
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Bilaspur Region

Millions wasted on an
abandoned dream

Many buildings were constructed under the RIPA
project which are now becoming useless.

Central Chronicle News

FACTFILE

MAINPUR: The RIPA
(Rural Employment and
Production Scheme)
project, designed to cre-
ate employment oppor-
tunities and empower
women in rural areas, has
become a massive waste
of resources in Chhattis-
garh’s Gariaband district.
Built at a cost of crores of
rupees, the infrastructure
and machinery installed
for the scheme now lie
abandoned, turning into
scrap. The building in

® The state
government has to take
a stand in restarting
this project.

at an estimated cost of
one crore rupees, stands
as a symbol of unreal-
ized potential. What
was once intended to
provide employment to
local youth and women,
particularly in small-s-
cale industries, is now
an empty, deteriorating
structure.

Congress  government,
the RIPA scheme aimed
to establish a Rural Indus-
trial Park, specifically
in Mainpur Janpad Pan-
chayat’s Bhatigarh, to
offer small workshops
for rural women. These
workshops were planned
to support activities like
pickle making, honey
production, and maize
processing, providing
women with economic
independence. It also
intended to create small-s-
cale industries for youth,
such as cow dung paint

ing, and plastic recycling.
The overall objective was
to promote self-reliance
in rural areas, providing
both income and empow-
erment. However, after the
government changed, the
scheme came to a halt. The
machinery worth crores of
rupees, including equip-
ment for maize process-
ing and other activities,
has rusted and remains
unused. Large buildings,
roads, boundary walls,
and other infrastructure
were built, but the lack of
operational support has

District crosses
10 lakh quintal
milestone

in paddy

procurement

KORBA: The Chhattisgarh
government is procuring
paddy from farmers at 65
procurement centers in
the Korba district during
the Kharif season of 2025-
26. Farmers are satisfied
with the government’s
procurement at the mini-
mum support price (MSP).
The district administra-
tion has ensured smooth

procurement processes,
including online token
distribution, availability

of gunny bags, use of elec-
tronic weighing machines,
and prompt payments.

District
administration
frees land

for proposed
Bhulsidih
medical college

KORBA: In accordance
with instructions from
Collector Mr. Kunal
Dudawat, Tehsildar Mr.
K.K. Lahre, along with
the revenue team, carried
out an operation to clear
government land allotted
for a medical college in
Part-2 of Bhulsidih village.
As a result, 18.00 acres
out of the total 28.00
acres of land were suc-
cessfully freed from ille-
gal encroachments, with
valuable cooperation
from the Sarpanch and

Bhatigarh, constructed Under the previous production, tire retread- rendered them useless. local villagers.

Three employees | REVIEW MEETING HELD FOR SIR |
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and District Magistrate _ Observer orders fix for

Mr. Kunal Dudawat, has
taken strict action against
government  employees
obstructing official work.
Following the Collector’s
orders, three employees
have been suspended for
disrupting  government
operations. On December
30, 2025, Gopal Singh, a
physical education teacher
at Government Higher Sec-
ondary School, Belbahra,
obstructed clerks at the
District Collectorate office
in Manendragarh-Chirm-
iri-Bharatpur. He was sus-
pended for violating the
Chhattisgarh Civil Services
(Conduct) Rules, 1965, and
will serve his suspension
at the District Education
Officer’s office. Surendra
Prasad, a sanitation worker
in Nagar Panchayat Jhagra-
khand, and Sanjay Pandey,
an Assistant Revenue
Inspector, also obstructed
work in the Collectorate
office and were suspended
with immediate effect.

MCB: In compliance with
the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) program
for the photo electoral
roll, a review meeting
was held in the Collector-
ate meeting hall on Jan-
uary 1, 2026, under the
chairmanship of Moham-
mad Kaiser Abdulhagq,
Roll Observer for the
Manendragh-Chirmiri-B-
haratpur district. The
meeting was organized in
line with the instructions
from the Chief Electoral
Officer, Chhattisgarh, Rai-
pur. Attendees included
the District Election
Officer, Deputy District
Election Officer, Elec-
toral Registration Officer,
Assistant and Additional
Electoral Registration
Officers, political party
representatives, and
other concerned officers.

The purpose of the
meeting was to review
the progress of the
ongoing SIR process for

© Updates were taken
as to how the work
on SIR was being
conducted.

Assembly Constituencies
01 (Bharatpur-Sonhat)
and 02 (Manendragarh).
It was reported that
the enumeration phase
began on November 4,
2025, and concluded on
December 18, 2025. Dur-
ing this phase, pre-filled
enumeration forms were
distributed to 3,19,441
voters across 466 polling
stations, and the com-
pleted forms were dig-
itized via the BLO App.
The list of deceased,
transferred, and dupli-
cate voters was prepared
with the assistance of
political party represen-
tatives and Booth Level
Officers (BLOs).

A total of 31,721 vot-
ers were removed from
the rolls due to non-sub-

voter deletion errors

During the meeting, the Observer emphasized
that voters whose names were mistakenly deleted
from the electoral roll should be encouraged lo
fill and submit Form 6 to rectify the error. He also
requested the cooperation of public representatives
to ensure smooth processing. The issue of delays
in issuing notices was discussed, and the Observer
issued clear instructions that all notices must be sent
within the stipulated time frame. It was stressed that
notices should be delivered to every concerned voter
through Booth Level Officers (BLOs) after issuance.
The Observer further directed that no notice should
remain pending with the BLOs and that no voter
should be deprived of critical information.

mission of enumeration
forms. The preliminary
publication of the revised
electoral roll took place
on December 23, 2025.
As of that date, 1,67,864
voters were registered in
Bharatpur-Sonhat, and
1,19,856 voters in Manen-
dragarh, totaling 2,87,720
voters in the district.

According to  the
revised schedule, the
claims and objections

period is from December
23, 2025, to January 22,
2026, with the hearing
and verification phase
scheduled to end by Feb-
ruary 14, 2026. The final
publication of the photo
electoral roll is set for
February 21, 2026.

The Observer also
emphasized that fami-
lies should not be split
between different polling
stations.

| ANTI-DRUGS CAMPAIGN |

Collector outlines mission to eradicate drug abuse

Central Chronicle News

KOREA: A review meet-
ing regarding the Drug-
Free India campaign and
the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act was held on
Tuesday in the Collector-
ate meeting hall, chaired
by Collector Mrs. Chan-
dan Tripathi. During the
meeting, Mrs. Tripathi
sought detailed informa-
tion from the concerned
departments about the

ongoing efforts to pre-
vent the sale and use of
narcotic substances such
as cannabis, opium, and
other illegal drugs. She
issued clear instructions
that the sale of these sub-
stances should be strictly
prohibited, and urged

authorities to identify
and regularly inspect sus-
pected locations.

The Collector empha-
sized the importance of
continuous monitoring of
medical stores to prevent
the sale of banned drugs
and directed that narcot-

oo

“On the occasion
of the New Year,
incidents of young
people consuming
alcohol and driving
at high speeds and
recklessly come to
light, and strict action
should be ensured in
such cases.”

Mrs. Chandan Tripathi
Collector

ics should not be sold near
schools, colleges, or other
government institutions.
Mrs. Tripathi also noted
the rise in incidents of
young people consuming
alcohol and driving reck-
lessly, particularly during
the New Year period. She
called for strict action in
such cases and directed the
Excise and Police depart-
ments to take immediate
action upon receiving any
reports about the sale of
illegal liquor or narcotics.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

COLLECTOR HOLDS JANDARSHAN IN OPEN
Collector Mrs. Chandan Tripathi sets
new standard for public accessibility

KOREA: Korea district Collector Mrs.
Chandan Tripathi conducted the final
public grievance redressal program
of 2025 on the Collectorate premises,
under the open sky, amidst the pleas-
ant sunshine. The event saw numerous
petitioners from Baikunthpur, Patna,
Sonhat, and Podi-Bachra, who sub-
mitted their applications concerning
various issues. The Collector carefully

reviewed the petitions and instructed
the concerned officers to address them
promptly and effectively. The program,
held near the statue of Mahatma Gan-
dhi in the Collectorate premises, was
attended by all district-level officers. Mrs.
Tripathi took the opportunity to listen to
the grievances of the citizens and provide
necessary instructions for their timely
and lawful resolution.

SIR

Collector issues public
appeal for photo electoral
roll verification

MUNGELI: In accordance with the
instructions from the Election Com-
mission of India, a special intensive
revision (SIR) of the electoral roll is
being conducted in 12 states, includ-
ing in the district. Collector and Dis-
trict Election Officer Kundan Kumar
has appealed to all voters in the
district to verify their names in the
electoral roll. He emphasized that
voters should compulsorily check
their names, as any omissions can be
addressed through claims and objec-
tions, which can be submitted until
January 22nd. The Collector urged
all eligible citizens to take the time
to ensure their names are included
in the list.

Deputy District Election Officer
Ms. Nishtha Pandey Tiwari informed
that voters can check their names
either by visiting their respective
Gram Panchayat’s Booth Level Offi-
cer (BLO) or through available online
platforms. She highlighted the impor-
tance of verifying the name early to
avoid any complications in the future.
As of now, no claims or objections
have been filed.

Voters can check and update their
details through the ECINet app or by
visiting the Voter Portal.

CHIRAYU SCHEME

Chirayu scheme for
health and wellbeing of
children aged 0-18

MUNGELI: The government’s Chirayu
scheme, part of the National Child
Health Program, offers free treatment
to children aged 0-18 years suffering
from various diseases and deformi-
ties, including cleft lip, cataracts,
crooked limbs, and hearing impair-
ments. Under the guidance of Collec-
tor Kundan Kumar, the Chirayu team
quickly provides treatment and assis-
tance in such cases.

Dr. Sheela Saha, Chief Medi-
cal and Health Officer, shared that
under the scheme, a successful sur-
gery was performed on 3-month-old
Tanya Patel for her congenital cleft
lip. Tanya’s condition was detected
during a routine health check-up
by the Chirayu team. Following the
identification, the team informed
Tanya’s father, Charan Patel, about
the surgery and treatment process.
After obtaining consent, the family
took Tanya to a hospital in Bilaspur,
where specialists recommended
surgery. With the coordination of
District Program Manager Dr. Girish
Kurre, Tanya was admitted, and the
surgery was successfully performed.
The operation was safe and suc-
cessful, restoring Tanya’s smile and
bringing relief to her family.

CYBER FORENSIC WORKSHOP HELD
SP directs one-day cyber
forensic workshop

MUNGELI: A one-day training work-
shop on cyber forensics was held on
Monday at the Reserve Police Lines,
organized under the direction of
Superintendent of Police Bhojram
Patel. The workshop aimed to equip
police officers and personnel with
the skills necessary to address the
increasing challenges of cybercrimes
and enhance their investigative capa-
bilities in other criminal cases, making
them proficient in forensic investiga-
tions.

Dr. Vikrant Singh Thakur, Senior
Scientific Officer from the State Foren-
sic Science Laboratory, Raipur, con-
ducted the workshop. He provided
training to police officers on essential
topics such as digital security, data col-

lection, social media analysis, mobile
forensics, and monitoring techniques.
The workshop’s primary goal was to
train participants in handling various
cybercrimes, collecting electronic evi-
dence, presenting cases in court, and
understanding the IT Act to ensure
successful convictions.

The session also covered laws and
regulations related to cybercrimes,
including information on govern-
ment portals. Special emphasis was
placed on the process of investigat-
ing and prosecuting cybercrimes.
Officers were trained on the latest
tools and techniques for combating
cybercrimes, identifying cybercrim-
inals, understanding their methods,
and taking legal action.
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Tea-selling baba who turned
spirituality into business

Acharya Narendra Nayan Shastri has viciously attacked

Central Chronicle News

Fact File: Acharya
Shastri has stated
that Bhagwat Katha
is now becoming a
big business.

KHAIRAGARH: In Khair-
bana village, located
about 15 kilometers from
the district headquar-
ters, a week-long musi-
cal Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapurana Gyan Yagya
is being held under the
patronage of the royal
family.

This event, which
will continue until Jan-
uary 3rd, has become
a center of devotion,
attracting devotees from
Chhattisgarh and other
states. Every day, there is
a discourse at 1 PM and
a divine court at 9 AM,
making it a significant reli-
gious gathering. However,
the event has gained addi-
tional attention due to
the outspoken remarks of
Acharya Narendra Nayan
Shastri, also known as the
‘Tea-Selling Baba’, whose
comments have sparked
a new direction in reli-
gious discourse across the
country. In a conversation
with journalists, Acharya
Shastri questioned the
state of Sanatan Dharma
in the country, stating that
it is “floating in the air”
He emphasized the need

Bageshwar Baba and Pradeep Mishra.

calculation.

Predictions on national and state poli-
tics awaited after calculation

In response to political predictions, Acharya
Narendra Nayan Shastri claimed he had already
foreseen events such as Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s re-election and the selection of the Chief
Minister in Chhattisgarh. When asked about a
potential change in the state’s Chief Minister, he
stated he would provide an answer after further

to differentiate between
religion and hypocrisy.
While once, when only a
hundred people listened
to a discourse, it inspired
spirituality, today mil-
lions may be listening, but
spirituality isn’t awaken-
ing. Shastri criticized the
trend where listening to

religious discourses has
become more of a per-
formance, with ostenta-
tion taking the place of
true spirituality. He also
questioned the claims
of many religious speak-
ers who assert that they
do not charge fees, even
though the events involve

huge crowds, air travel,
five-star  arrangements,
and crores of rupees in
sponsorships. For Shastri,
these extravagances con-
tradict the idea of offering
services for free. He stated
that merely making state-
ments about Hindutva or
criticizing other religions
to gain popularity doesn’t
advance the cause of San-
atan Dharma. Shastri was
also vocal about the tradi-
tion of halting discourses
to welcome politicians,
calling it an insult to the
Vyasa Peeth (the seat of
the speaker). According
to him, this practice com-
promises the sanctity of
religion. He argued that
religion should guide
politics, not the other
way around, as politics is
increasingly encroaching
upon religion. Further,
the Acharya criticized the
use of bouncers, security
cordons, and VIP culture
around saints, saying that
such ostentation goes
against the essence of
true asceticism. He also
directed a sharp attack at
Pandit Pradeep Mishra,
accusing him of turning
religious discourse into
a business. Shastri con-
demned Mishra for can-
celing an entire discourse
because of a fee dispute,
calling it unspiritual. He
claimed that such behav-
ior is against the tradi-
tions of Sanatan Dharma.

Chhattisgarh
Skill Authority
inks MoU with
Sathya Sai Trust

RAIPUR: On the last day
of 2025, a MoU was
signed between Chhat-
tisgarh State Skill Devel-
opment Authority & Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Health & Education
Trust in the presence
of the Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai. Vijay
Dayaram K, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Chhattisgarh
State Skill Development
Authority and Dr. C.
Sreenivas, Chairman,
Sri Sathya Sai Health &
Education Trust signed
the MoU. Dr. C.Sreenivas
apprised the salient fea-
tures of the Skill Insti-
tute to Guru Khushwant
Saheb, Minister for Skill
Development & Techni-
cal Education.

| POLICE COMMISSIONERATE SYSTEM |

Police Commissionerate
System from Jan 23 in Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Cabinet clears
Police Commis-
sionerate system for
Raipur from January
23 to strengthen law
and order.

RAIPUR: In a major admin-
istrative decision aimed
at strengthening law and
order in the state capital,
the Chhattisgarh Cabinet
has approved the imple-
mentation of the Police
Commissionerate system
in Raipur from January 23.
The decision was taken
in the last cabinet meet-
ing of the year, chaired by
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai, and was announced
by Deputy Chief Minister
Arun Sao. Notably, Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
had announced the intro-

FACTFILE

® Commissioner

to get magisterial
powers enabling faster
decisions, improved
policing efficiency and
enhanced public safet.

duction of the Police Com-
missionerate system for
Raipur during his Inde-
pendence Day address.
The cabinet’s approval
now paves the way for its
formal implementation,
marking a significant shift
in the policing and admin-
istrative framework of the

capital city.

The Police Commissioner-
ate system is already oper-
ational in several major
Indian cities, including
Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmeda-
bad, Bhopal, and Indore.
Under this system, the
overall command of the
city is vested in a senior
IPS officer, generally of the
rank of Director General
(DG), Additional Director
General (ADG), or Inspec-
tor General (IG). The rank
of the appointed Commis-
sioner is decided by the
state government, keep-
ing in view factors such
as population size and
crime patterns. With the
introduction of the Com-
missionerate system, the
Police Commissioner will
be empowered with sev-
eral magisterial powers
that currently lie with the
District Collector or Execu-
tive Magistrate.

| HEARINGS TO CONTINUE TILL FEBRUARY 14, 2026 |

SIR process for Electoral Roll revision in CG underazay

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The process of
Special Intensive Revision
(SIR)-2026  of electoral
rolls is progressing stead-
ily across Chhattisgarh in
accordance with the direc-
tions of the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI). As
part of this process, the draft
electoral roll was published
on December 23, 2025.
Following the publication,
the period for claims and

objections has been fixed
from December 23, 2025,
to January 22, 2026. Dur-
ing this period, Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs)
have been issuing notices to
voters whose names could
not be matched with the
2003 SIR electoral roll dur-
ing the enumeration phase
or where discrepancies
were detected. Such voters
are required to submit any
of the 13 prescribed docu-
ments recognized by the

ECI before the concerned
ERO or Assistant ERO for
verification. According to
official data, the number
of unmapped voters in the

state stands at 6,40,145.
By December 31, 2025,
notices had been generated
for about 5,68,804 voters
across the state. All voters
who have received notices
are required to appear for
hearings within the stipu-
lated timeframe and submit
the necessary documents.
After verification and hear-
ing, the ERO will decide on
the inclusion or exclusion
of names from the electoral
roll.

Little Thinkers Hub

ANIMAL KINGDOM

EASTERN BLUEBIRD

Annual Horoscope 2026

Gemini

2026 is dynamic and intellectually stimulating for Gemini. Career prospects
expand in communication, education, and media, though focus is essential.
Income fluctuates but creative ventures pay off. Relationships thrive through
cultural exchange, requiring clear communication. Health needs regular rest and
stress control. Depth and direction transform ideas into progress.

Aquarius

2026 brings renewal and progressive thinking for Aquarius. Creativity

and innovation flourish, especially in technology, research, and social
initiatives. Career opportunities emerge between March and May, demanding
practical execution. Finances improve gradually but need careful budgeting.
Relationships test emotional honesty. Managing stress through routine,
collaboration, and mindful balance ensures sustained growth and meaningful
transformation.

MORAL STORY

The elephant walked ahead and
asked a fox, but he again got the same
reply, that he was too big to be his
friend. The next day, all the animals
in the forest were running here and
there in fear. The elephant stopped a
bear running by and asked him what
was happening. The bear told him
that a tiger had been attacking all the

Cancer

2026 emphasizes emotional growth and family focus for Cancer. Career

stability outweighs sudden change, with creative rewards later

in the year. Financial gains favor property and home-related

matters. Relationships deepen as past issues resurface for

resolution. Health benefits from gentle routines and emotional
balance. Inner strength builds lasting foundations.

Pisces

2026 marks professional recognition and emotional
maturity for Pisces. Career growth brings appreciation
and possible advancement, though income patterns
may shift. Relationships deepen as genuine bonds
strengthen. Creative and spiritual pursuits enhance
romance. Emotional boundaries, rest, and calming
practices support health. Pisces learns that disciplined
compassion leads to lasting stability and inner

An eastern bluebird perches on a
branch, patiently watching the ground
below. Suddenly it spots a beetle. The

Leo
2026 highlights leadership and creative expression for Leo.
Career growth peaks mid-year, especially in management

fulfillment. and creative roles. Finances improve but demand restraint . 1 . . . . .
in spending. Relationships flourish through generosity and A anima’is. bird spreads its bright blue wings, flies
Aries shared attention. Health requires avoiding overexertion and A lonely elephant was wandering The elephant wanted to help the | to the ground, and gobbles up the

2026 fuels ambition and forward momentum for Aries.
Career breakthroughs favor independent efforts and
leadership, especially mid-year. Financial growth follows
smart investments, while impulsive decisions need restraint.
Relationships thrive on shared goals and open dialogue. Health
requires stress and sleep management. Patience and thoughtful action
convert enthusiasm into long-term success.

caring for heart health. Humility strengthens Leo’s influence

B ey the forest looking for friends. He

came across a monkey and asked him,
“Will you be my friend, monkey?”

The monkey replied, “You are too
big and cannot swing on trees as I do.
So, I cannot be your friend”.

The elephant then came across a
small rabbit and asked him if he could
be his friend.

The rabbit replied, “You are too big
to fit inside my burrow. How can you
be my friend?”.

Next, the elelk;\phant met a tiny
frog and asked if he could be his
friend

The frog replied, “You are too big
and heavy and cannot jump like me. I
am sorry, but we cannot be friends”.

small insect. Then the colourful flier
returns to its perch to wait for its next
snack. Eastern bluebirds can be found
in the eastern parts of North and Cen-
tral America from southern Canada
into the country of Nicaragua.

The bird has a round belly, long
wings, and short legs. Its black bill
is short and straight. Male eastern
bluebirds are easily identified by their
bright blue heads and wings. Their
diet consists of beetles, crickets, grass-
hoppers, and caterpillars. These birds
are skilled fliers with incredible vision.
They can spot an insect on the ground
from 60 feet away. Eastern bluebirds
often sing, using their voices to stay in
touch with flock members.

HOME WORK HELP

Make a super ball!

What makes something bounce? Here’s
an experiment for finding the bounce
in a combination of ingredients.

STEP ONE
Make borax solution. Combine two
tablespoons of warm water and 1/2
teaspoon of borax powder. Stir to
dissolve the borax. Add food color-
ing, if desired. Youw’ll have enough
to make seven or eight balls.

STEP TWO
Use a different bowl for each ball.

distressed animals and went to the
tiger and said, “Please, sir, leave
my friends alone. Do not kill them”.
The tiger didn’t listen to him and
asked the elephant to mind his own
business. Seeing no other way to
solve this problem, the elephant
kicked the tiger hard and scared
him away.

He then went back to the other
animals and told them what had
happened. On hearing how the brave
elephant saved their lives, the animals
agreed in unison, “You are just the
right size to be our dear friend”.

The moral of this short story is
“Friends come in all shapes and
sizes!”

Virgo

2026 brings transformation and restructuring for Virgo. Career progress
emerges through research, planning, and strategic shifts. Financial stability
improves via partnerships, demanding flexibility. Relationships intensify,
requiring emotional clarity and boundaries. Health benefits from sustainable
routines over perfectionism. Accepting change helps Virgo achieve renewal and
deeper personal growth.

Taurus

2026 rewards Taurus with steady advancement and security. Career recognition
comes through consistency and practical innovation. Finances remain strong
with disciplined saving and long-term investments. Relationships deepen
through commitment, with meaningful connections forming at work. Health
stays stable through moderation and nature-based routines. Flexibility
enhances Taurus’ natural persistence.

Libra

2026 challenges Libra to assert identity and boundaries. Career opportunities grow
through diplomacy, leadership, and communication. Financial planning becomes
vital amid shared-resource changes. Relationships undergo tests, strengthening
balanced bonds while ending unequal ones. Health improves with structured
routines. Authentic choices guide Libra toward stability and confidence.

Scorpio

2026 empowers Scorpio through strategic transformation. Career success
comes from collaboration, research, and calculated risks. Financial prospects
strengthen via investments and partnerships. Relationships demand emotional
honesty and shared values. Health improves through disciplined exercise and
emotional release. Scorpio learns that true power lies in clarity, self-mastery,
and purposeful renewal.

Sagittarius

2026 blends expansion with responsibility for Sagittarius. Career growth
demands discipline but builds long-term credibility. Financial gains arise
through education, travel, or publishing, requiring caution. Relationships
deepen through shared beliefs and sincerity. Health thrives with outdoor
activity and rest. Structure supports Sagittarius’ freedom and sustained
progress.

IT°S QUIZ TIME

In Chacha Choudhary comics from

which planet does Sabu hail from?

Kavaratti is the capital of which

Indian union territory?

Which rank in the Indian Air

Force corresponds to Brigadier in

the Indian army?

9 4) Which Hindi film comedian’s real
name is Badruddin Qazi?

5) Which state in India literally

means “The land of dawn lit

mountains”?

With which sport does one

Capricorn 1)
2026 marks a significant professional phase for Capricorn. Career opportunities
strengthen steadily, peaking in the second half. Financial stability improves

through disciplined planning and traditional investments. Relationships 2)
need attention amid work pressures. Health requires joint care and stress

management. Balancing ambition with wellbeing ensures lasting achievement
and fulfillment. 3)
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CROSSWORD - 1 gt 218 6)

1 Small island (4)

Across . associate Dipika Pallikkal, Joshna Pour in one tablespoon of glue. Add

7 Twinkle, sparkle (11) g Iill'(lz ngigige};n:;)s ©® 3 6 8 5 2 Chinap.pa, Bhuveneshwari 1/2 teaspoon (2.5 mL) of the borax

8In words (6) 4 Work hard (4) 7 I(un.‘larl? - - solution and one tabl'espoon of

9 Assemble (6) Dt dhan o e G2t (5) 7) Which Stat(? m.Indla has cornstarch. Do not stir. Allow the WHAT’S GOING ON?

10 Receive willingly (6) 6 Brown sugar (8) only four districts North, South, ingredients to interact on their own  Polymers are molecules made up
12 Current (6) 11 Waterfall (8) 8 21314 7 East and West? for ten to fifteen seconds. of repeating chemical units. (By the
13 Small bird (3) | Answers- STEP THREE way, a single one of those units is

12 Flag (8) 9 4

15 Twice the amount (6)

17 Punctual (6) 3 8 6

Then stir them together to fully
mix. Once the mixture becomes

called a monomer.) Glue contains
the polymer polyvinyl acetate

14 Artist’s workroom (6)

16 Become visible (6) (1) Jupiter (2) Lakshadweep

(3) Air Commodore (4) Johnnie Walker

18 Game bird (6) —_ impossible to stir, take it out of the (PVA), which cross-links to itself
20 Sleepy 6) ;91 ﬁsfﬁfi;;)il{)/:?lff? :l}?: & ®) A_rur.laChal Pradesh (6) Squash cup and start molding the ball with when it reacts to being combined
22 Fine penmanship (1)  ynderworld (4) 5 8 3 4 (7) Sikkim your hands. with borax.
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Business

Motor vehicle tax
exemption for EVs to
continue till Dec 2027

in TN.

TRB Rajaa
Tamil Nadu
Industries Minister

Gig workers nationwide strike

Gig workers pick up orders outside a grocery store amid strike call by unions on New Year’s Eve, in Marine Lines, Mumbai, Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2025.

‘Indian economy set for strong
erowth despite global volatility’

RBI Financial Stability Report highlights resilient economy, robust banking system, stable
inflation and strong domestic consumption amid global uncertainties

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Indian econ-
omy is projected to reg-
ister high growth, driven
by strong domestic con-
sumption and investment
despite a volatile and
unfavourable  external
environment, RBI Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra said
on Wednesday. “Main-
taining financial stability
and strengthening the
financial system remains
our north star,” Malhotra
said in his foreword in
the latest edition of the
RBI Financial Stability
Report. According to him,

financial sector regula-
tors recognise that finan-
cial stability is not an end
in itself and promoting
innovation and growth,
protecting consumers, a
pragmatic approach to
regulation and supervi-
sion that improves finan-
cial system efficiency are
equally important.

“The most important
contribution the policy-
makers can make is to
foster a financial system
that is robust and resil-
ient to shocks, efficient
in providing financial
services and promotes
responsible innovation,”

NUMBER

© Despite a volatile and
unfavourable external
environment, the Indian

economy is projected to
register high growth.

he said. Malhotra noted
that the Indian economy
and the financial system
remain robust and resil-
ient supported by strong
growth, benign inflation,
healthy balance sheets of
financial and non-finan-
cial firms, sizeable buf-

fers and prudent policy
reforms. “Despite a vol-
atile and unfavourable
external environment,
the Indian economy is
projected to register high
growth of above 7 per
cent, driven by strong
domestic  consumption
and investment. None-
theless, we recognise
the near-term challenges
from external spillovers
and continue to build
strong guardrails to safe-
guard the economy and
the financial system from
potential shocks,” he
said.

Meanwhile the Indian

economy is likely to
maintain strong growth,
underpinned by robust
domestic demand,
benign inflation, and pru-
dent macroeconomic pol-
icies despite an uncertain
and challenging global
economic backdrop, the
Reserve Bank said in a
report on Wednesday.

The health of commer-
cial banks (SCBs) remains
sound with strong capi-
tal and liquidity buffers,
improved asset quality
and robust profitability,
the Reserve Bank said
in its Financial Stability
Report (FSR).

Govt rolls out
Rs 4.531-cr market access
support for exporters

Press Trust Of India

Scheme supports
trade fairs, buy-
er-seller meets,
MSMEs, amid US
tariff pressure and
global uncertainty.

NEW DELHI: The gov-
ernment on Wednesday
launched Rs 4,531 crore
market access support for
exporters under which
financial support will be pro-
vided to participate in activ-
ities such as international
fairs and exhibitions. It will
help exporters at a time
when they are facing a steep
50 per cent tariff by the US.
The measure is a part of the
Rs 25,060-crore export pro-

motion mission, which is
aimed at enhancing compet-
itiveness of Indian exporters.
It has 11 components. Market
Access Support (MAS) is the
first component of the mis-
sion that has been opera-
tionalised from Wednesday
and the remainder will be
rolled out by January-end,
Director General of Foreign
Trade Ajay Badhoo said.

Under this, Rs 4,531 crore
is being allocated for six
years (2025-31). Out of this,
Rs 500 crore has been ear-
marked for 2025-26 as only
three months remain in the
fiscal year. Of the Rs 500
crore, Rs 330 crore is for
clearing dues of the Mar-
ket Access Initiative (MAI),
which functioned as a stan-
dalone scheme until the last
financial year.

| ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE |

Al can turn blue-collar into
gold: Anand Mahindra

Press Trust Of India

Al will elevate
hands-on skills
into premium
assets, transform-
ing blue-collar
work into respected
gold-collar careers.

NEW DELHI: Artificial
intelligence is not a
threat but a catalyst
that will elevate practi-
cal skills into premium
assets, offering income,
dignity and transforming
factory work into long-
term relevance and a
lucrative gold-collar pro-
fession, Mahindra Group
Chairman Anand Mahin-
dra said on Wednesday.
In his New Year mes-
sage to employees of the
group, he disagreed with
the fear of disruption
that many people have
as Al reshapes indus-
tries. “When technology
amplifies skilled hands,

those hands can become

as rewarding, if not
more rewarding, than
traditional white-col-
lar work. AI can turn
blue collar into gold,”
Mahindra noted. As Al
reshapes industries, he
said, “Many fear dis-
ruption. I respectfully
disagree. 1 believe Al
is an accelerator, not a
threat”. Elaborating his
point, Mahindra said,
“As intelligent systems
take over routine tasks,
practical skills, acceler-
ated by Al, will become
premium assets, offer-
ing income, dignity and

FACTFILE

® Anand Mahindra says
Al accelerates skilled
labour, boosting dignity,
income and long-term
relevance of factory
jobs.

raising blue collar work
to a new level of long-
term relevance”. “Al will
bring about a fundamen-
tal shift in the value of
‘hands-on’ skills: a tech-
nician who can work
confidently alongside Al,
a machinist who under-
stands digital tools, and a
craftsperson whose intu-
ition is enhanced by data
will change the world of
shop floor work.”

Mahindra  predicted
that “we will rediscover
the value of people who
can build, craft, repair,
and operate real machin-
ery of life”.

“I am proud that we
are walking the talk in
this domain,” he wrote to
the group employees.

| LAST TRADING SESSION |

Rupee plunges 5 pc in 2025 amid foreign fund oulflows

Press Trust Of India

MUMBALI: The rupee
slumped 5 per cent in
2025 as persistent cap-
ital outflows from for-
eign investors, along-
side heightened dollar
demand from import-
ers, making it one of the
worst-performing Asian
currencies. On the last
trading session of 2025,
the rupee depreciated

13 paise to close at 89.88
(provisional) against the
US dollar as month-end
demand and FPIs’ dollar
buying kept it lower. The
domestic currency has
exhibited a negative bias
throughout the year, mak-
ing it Asia’s worst-per-
forming currency in
2025, with foreign port-
folio investors pulling
out USD 16.5 billion from
equities this year, fur-

ther denting investor
sentiments, forex trad-
ers said. At the inter-
bank foreign exchange,
the local unit opened at
89.89 against the dollar
and touched an intra-day

low of 89.95 and a high of
89.84 against the Ameri-
can currency. At the end
of Wednesday’s trading
session, the rupee was
quoted at 89.88 (provi-
sional) against the green-
back, registering a fall of
13 paise over its previous
close.

On Tuesday, the rupee
rose 23 paise to close at
89.75 against the green-
back. On a year-on-year

basis, the rupee has
plunged 4.95 per cent.
It was quoted at 85.64
on December 31, 2024.
“Since the Trump Admin-
istration took over, the
rupee has been the worst
performing currency
in the Asian Region,
depreciating by more
than 5 per cent during
2025, marking its highest
depreciation in the last
three years,” said.

BizBriefs

BEST OF THE REST

HOW THE MARKETS BEHAVE TODAY?

Stock markets rally nearly 1 pc on last trading session
of 2025; Nifty jumps 10.50 pc annually

MUMBAI: Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty jumped nearly 1
per cent on Wednesday, the final
trading session of 2025, driven by
sustained buying by domestic insti-
tutional investors and strong gains
in Reliance, Tata Steel and Kotak
Bank. Following a subdued trend
in equity markets recently, value
buying emerged in energy, PSU
banks, metal and consumer durable
counters, which pushed indices
higher, traders said. After five days
of decline, the 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 545.52 points, or 0.64 per
cent, to settle at 85,220.60. During
the day, it surged 762.09 points, or
0.90 per cent, to 85,437.17. A total
of 2,799 stocks advanced, while
1,413 declined and 162 remained

50-share NSE Nifty soared 190.75
points, or 0.74 per cent, to end at
26,129.60 after four days of decline.
From the 30-Sensex firms, Tata
Steel, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Reli-
ance Industries, Axis Bank, Titan
and Trent were among the biggest
gainers.

However, Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices, Tech Mahindra, Infosys,
Bajaj Finance and Sun Pharma
were the laggards. “Indian equity
benchmarks rebounded sharply
on Wednesday, snapping their
recent losing streaks as strong buy-
ing in metal stocks lifted overall
sentiment. Sentiment was further
aided by a mild decline in crude oil
prices, which helped ease inflation
concerns, and a cooling in volatility,

unchanged on the BSE. The with India VIX slipping below 9.5.
STAR-LABELLING MANDATORY BULLION MARKET

Star ratings mandatory Gold, silver futures plunge
for refrigerator, TV, LPG as traders book profits on
stove from January 1 weak global cues

NEW DELHI: The government has
made energy efficiency star-label-
ling mandatory on a host of appli-
ances, including refrigerators, tele-
visions, LPG gas stoves, cooling
tower, and chillers from January 1.
According to a gazette notification
issued by the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency, the new regulation for
energy efficiency star-labelling will
also apply on deep freezers, distri-
bution transformers and grid con-
nected solar inverter.

Earlier, star labelling was volun-
tary on these items like frost-free
refrigerators, direct cool refrigera-
tors, deep freezers, RAC (cassette,
floor standing tower, ceiling, cor-
ner AC), colour televisions and
ultra-high definition televisions.
An official on condition of anonym-
ity said the list of mandatory appli-
ances for star labelling is updated
from time to time. The draft reg-
ulation for these appliances was
introduced in July 2025 for public
feedback and these changes are
based on the response received
from stakeholders.

NEW DELHI: Gold and silver prices
plunged in futures trade on Wednes-
day as investors booked profits at
elevated levels amid weak global
trends and appreciation in the US
dollar. Declining on the final day of
2025, the yellow metal for Febru-
ary delivery decreased by Rs 1,098,
or 0.8 per cent, to Rs 1,35,568 per
10 grams, on the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX). Similarly, silver
futures for the March 2026 contract
opened sharply lower and tanked
by 7.48 per cent, or Rs 18,784, to hit
the lower circuit limit of Rs 2,32,228
per kg. Later, the white metal recov-
ered part of the losses and was trad-
ing at Rs 2,37,568 per kg, down by
Rs 13,444, or 5.36 per cent.

DEMANDING BETTER PAY AND WORK CONDITION'S
E-com, food delivery services largely unaffected
by gig workers’ strike

NEW DELHI: A section of gig workers
on Wednesday stopped work demand-
ing better pay and work conditions but
the agitation had little impact on ser-
vices on e-commerce and online food
delivery platforms that saw robust
business on New Year Eve. While
at some places gig workers staged
demonstrations, firms like Zomato,
Swiggy offered more incentives to
delivery partners, a standard practice
on festive periods, to ensure minimal
disruptions in services on New Year’s
Eve.

Telangana Gig and Platform Work-
ers’ Union (TGPWU) and Indian Fed-
eration of App-Based Transport Work-
ers (IFAT) have claimed that lakhs of
workers are set to join the nationwide
strike to demand better payouts and
improved working conditions. While
the workers’ bodies claimed that many
of their members, who are associated
with food delivery and quick com-
merce firms like Zomato, Swiggy, Blin-
kit, Instamart, and Zepto, have stayed
away from work, company insiders
said it is business as usual for them
on New Year’s Eve. Amid the strike
call, Zomato offered delivery partners
payouts of Rs 120-150 per order dur-
ing peak hours between 6 pm and 12

am on New Year’s Eve. The platform
has also promised earnings of up to
Rs 3,000 over the course of the day,
subject to order volumes and worker
availability, people in the know of the
development said. In addition, Zom-
ato has temporarily waived penalties
on order denials and cancellations,
they said, however, stressing that it
was a standard operating protocol
followed during high-demand festive
and year-end periods.
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Singh was addressing a gathering after hoisting a flag at the Annapurna Temple

Press Trust Of India

AYODHYA: Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday described the
Ram temple movement as
a “grand narrative” that laid
the foundation for the future,
and said India acted in accor-
dance with Lord Ram’s ideals
in Operation Sindoor. Singh
was addressing a gathering
after hoisting a flag at the
Annapurna Temple in the
Ram Temple complex here
and joined prayers on the
occasion of the second anni-
versary of Pran Pratishtha,
the consecration of Ram
Lalla’s idol. The senior BJP
leader said despite repeated
attempts by foreign invaders
to erase Sanatan traditions,
the saffron flag now fluttering
atop the Ram temple stood
as a message of civilisational
continuity. Referring to Oper-
ation Sindoor, the defence
minister said India had acted
in accordance with Lord
Ram’s ideals. “Ram is hum-
ble. Ram is virtuous. Ram is
compassionate. But where
necessity arises... Ramji takes
on the role of vanquishing
the wicked there as well.
During Operation Sindoor,
we worked under that same
inspiration of Lord Ram,” he
said. Under the military oper-
ation, India launched a series
of precision missile strikes on
nine terror camps in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir in the early hours
of May 7 eliminating at least
100 terrorists in response to

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath offers prayers during the ‘Pran Pratishtha

the horrific Pahalgam terror
attack that killed 26 innocent
civilians. After Pakistan’s
military retaliation, India
inflicted heavy damage to
a number of key Pakistani

military installations. “Just
as Lord Ram’s objective was
not the destruction of Ravana
but the end of adharma, our
aim was to teach terrorists
and their patrons a lesson

Dwadashi’,
through restrained, focused
and purposeful action,”

Singh said, adding that mod-
ern India remained commit-
ted to “maryada” even in
conflict.

‘Ram temple reflects PM’s
vision for next millennium’

“The  consecration
ceremony that took
place two years ago was
not merely the consecra-
tion of Ramlala’s idol; it
was a spiritual reawak-
ening that occurred in
the hearts and minds of
the Indian people after
a long time,” the min-
ister said. He said the
Ram temple embodied
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s vision that

HIGHLIGHT

® Rare privilege

to witness the
culmination of a
centuries-long struggle.

® Devotee influx
makes Ayodhya a
global religious
tourism hub.

actions taken today
would lay the foundation

for the next thousand

years.
Calling the present
generation  fortunate,

the defence minister said
it was a rare privilege
to witness the culmina-
tion of a centuries-long
struggle. “For all of us,
the greatest satisfaction
will be that we saw Lord
Ram seated in Ayodhya
with our own eyes,” he
said.

tomer-centric initiatives
that will go a long way
in making life insurance
a central intervention in
the delivery of universal
social welfare support.
The year started with
the change in surren-
der value norms and
continued its develop-
mental path with the
GST exemption and
the launch of the Bima
Sugam portal.

Currently, demand
for life insurance is
spread across mainly
over protection, annu-
ities and savings prod-
uct. As more households
prioritise protection
and retirement solu-
tions, we will continue
to witness these prod-
ucts providing financial
security. Consequently,
2026 may well see insur-
ers innovating to offer
better and more robust
products.

The next year may
see more international
players entering the
market following the
relaxation of the FDI
norms. More players
entering the market
will enable the indus-
try to harness synergy
and deliver life insur-
ance solutions more
efficiently. The positive
regulatory environ-
ment, advancement in
digital technology and
increased consumer
awareness will enable
sustained and healthy
growth in life insurance
in 2026.”

‘Students from NE protest against Chakma’s Kkilling’

NEW DELHI: Students
from the Northeast on
Wednesday staged a pro-
test at the Jantar Mantar
here demanding justice
for Tripura student Anjel
Chakma, who died of a
stab injury in Dehradun
recently. Hundreds of stu-
dents from the Northeast
participated in the protest
organised under the ban-
ner of Northeast Students’
Society of Delhi University
(NESSDU) and other organ-
isations, demanding a
thorough investigation into
Chakma’s killing. Chakma
(24) from Unakoti district
in Tripura was attacked
by a group of six people
when he objected to racial
slurs hurled at him and his
younger brother in Dehra-
dun on December 9. He
succumbed to his injuries

N-E students union members hold placards during a protest against the
killing of Tripura student Angel Chakma, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi.

at a hospital on December
26. Dehradun police have
arrested five of the six
accused. One of them, Yag-
yaraj Awasthi, a resident
of Kanchanpur district
in Nepal, is absconding.
Speaking to PTI, NESSDU
president Pointing Thok-
chom said, “We demand
the case be transferred to
the CBI and the family be

compensated properly.

There should be a law
to protect students from

the Northeast from racial
abuse and attacks.” Bipul
Chakma, vice-president of
the All India Chakma Stu-
dents’ Union, alleged that
the Uttarakhand adminis-
tration delayed the inves-
tigation, prompting the
students to gather at the
Jantar Mantar demanding
justice. “I went to Dehra-
dun on December 11 after
Anjel Chakma’s father
called me since nobody
was helping. I have been

a victim of racial abuse
myself at DU. We want this
vicious cycle of racial abuse

and attacks against North-
east students to stop,” he
said.

which featured in
the 2026 calendar,
was a copy of a cen-
tury-old artwork on
a palm leaf manu-
script.

BHUBANESWAR: The
Jagannath temple author-
ities in Odisha’s Puri on
Wednesday tendered an
apology to the public and
stopped the sale of calen-
dars with a picture of the
sibling deities in wrong
positions on the ‘Ratna
Singhasan’ in the 12th-
century shrine. The Shree
Jagannath Temple Admin-
istration (SJTA) explained
that the photograph, which
featured in the 2026 calen-
dar, was a copy of a centu-
ry-old artwork on a palm
leaf manuscript, collected
from the Odisha State
Museum. “This is the work
of a painter of that time. It
is hoped that Shree Jagan-
nath lovers will not misun-
derstand it,” the SJTA said
in a statement. Amid state-
wide outrage over the pic-
ture of deities- Lord Balab-
hadra, Devi Subhadra and
Lord Jagannath - in wrong
positions on the ‘Ratna
Singhasan’ (Bejewelled
throne), the chief admin-
istrator of the temple has
asked officials concerned
to “suspend the sale of
the calendars and issue an
apology for this uninten-
tional mistake”, the SJTA
said. The BJD termed the
change of position of the
deities in the calendar pic-
ture as “extremely unfortu-
nate”. “In the illustrations,
Lord Balabhadra has been
placed in the position of
Lord Jagannath, while Lord
Jagannath appears in Bal-
abhadra’s position. As a
result, Goddess Subhadra is
shown with Lord Jagannath

“extremely
unfortunate.”

® Erroneous image
has reportedly been
printed on table and
wall calendars.

on her right side and Bal-
abhadra on her left, which
is contrary to tradition,”
BJD spokesperson Lenin
Mohanty told reporters. He
said the erroneous image
has reportedly been printed
on table and wall calendars,
and in diaries released by
the temple administration.
He alleged that the SJTA
did not consult intellectuals
before using the old paint-
ing in the calendar. “Such
mistakes reflect a lack of
sensitivity towards Shree
Jagannath culture and Odia
Asmita,” the BJD leader
alleged. The opposition
party also claimed that the
chariots were shown in the
wrong order in the calendar
picture. “As per established
norms, the correct order
during Rath Yatra is Lord
Balabhadra first, Goddess
Subhadra in the middle and
Lord Jagannath last. These
inaccuracies in a publica-
tion issued by the SJTA have
caused strong resentment
in cultural and intellectual
circles,” the BJD said. The
Congress also criticised the
SJTA and the BJP govern-
ment in the state over the
issue.

“It is deeply disturbing
that the newly released
Puri Srimandir calendar
contains grave inaccura-
cies in the depiction of
Lord Jagannath, Lord Bal-
abhadra, Devi Subhadra
and even the sacred order
of the Rath Yatra,” Odisha
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (OPCC) president
Bhakta Charan Das said in a
X post.

From the success of
Operation Sindoor to ini-
tiatives taken in the farm
and the service sector, the
government’s calendar
for 2026 seeks to high-
light India’s transforma-
tion under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union
Minister L. Murugan said on
Wednesday.

Murugan, the Minister
of State for Information
and Broadcasting, released
the Government of India
calendar with the theme
“Bharat@2026: Sewa,
Sushasan and Samriddhi”
(Service, Good Governance
and Inclusive Prosperity).
The calendar captures
the spirit of national con-
fidence rooted in people-
centric governance,
strengthened service deliv-
ery and reforms that are
designed to simplify pro-
cesses and enhance trust
between citizens and the
State, Murugan said. “The
calendar is not merely an
annual publication of dates
and months but a medium
that reflects India’s journey
of transformation, high-
lights the priorities of gov-
ernance and renews the
collective resolve towards
the goal of a Viksit Bharat
by 2047 Murugan said.
Speaking on the occasion,
Information and Broad-
casting Secretary Sanjay
Jaju said the design of the
calendar is very carefully
curated, and it really spells
out the priorities of the gov-
ernment and evolved as
its communication instru-
ment.

Jaju said the calendar
spells out the priority
of the government and
has evolved into a pow-

erful communication
instrument reflecting the
nation’s  priorities and
values.
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FROM THE QUOTABLE

“And now we welcome the new vear. Full of
things that have never been.”

[ Rainer Maria Rilke ]

India Surpasses
Japan: Growth With
Responsibility

ndia has closed 2025 with a historic milestone:

overtaking Japan to become the world’s fourth largest

economy, with a GDP of $4.18 trillion. This achieve-
ment is more than a statistical triumph-—it signals India’s
arrival as a global economic heavyweight. Yet the cel-
ebration must be tempered with reflection. Economic
size alone does not guarantee prosperity for all citizens.
India’s growth story has been powered by technology,
services, manufacturing, and a surge in infrastructure
investment. But beneath the headline figures lie persis-
tent challenges: unemployment among youth, widening
inequality, and environmental degradation. For millions,
the promise of growth remains distant from lived reality.
Japan’s economic journey offers lessons. Once a post
war miracle, it now grapples with demographic decline
and stagnation. India’s youthful population is its greatest
advantage, but also its greatest responsibility. Harnessing
this demographic dividend requires sustained investment
in education, skill development, and healthcare. Without
these, the numbers risk becoming hollow. The milestone
also carries geopolitical weight. India’s rise reshapes the
balance of power in Asia. As the world’s largest democ-
racy, it is expected to champion inclusive growth and
regional stability. Yet questions remain: can India trans-
late economic clout into diplomatic influence without
alienating neighbours? Can it balance national security
priorities with social welfare needs? The timing is sym-
bolic. As global markets end 2025 on record highs, India’s
ascent reflects optimism about emerging economies.
But optimism must be matched by governance. Severe
air pollution in Delhi, agrarian distress in rural states,
and uneven access to basic services remind us that GDP
rankings do not capture the full picture of national well
being. India’s surpassing of Japan is a moment of pride,
but also a call to action. Growth must be inclusive, sus-
tainable, and anchored in democratic accountability. The
challenge for policymakers in 2026 and beyond is clear:
to ensure that India’s rise is not only measured in trillions
of dollars, but in the dignity and opportunity afforded to
every citizen.

Al Chatbots:
Convenience or Risk?

I-powered chatbots have become an integral

part of daily life, offering information, services,

and even emotional support to some users.
However, alongside their rapid adoption, concerns are
growing within medical and mental health communities
about their potential impact on psychological well-be-
ing. Experts warn that excessive reliance on chatbots—
especially by vulnerable individuals—may increase the
risk of distorted thinking, emotional dependence, and
difficulty distinguishing between virtual interactions
and real-world relationships. Mental health profession-
als caution that people already experiencing anxiety,
depression, or other psychological conditions may
be particularly susceptible.
Chatbots designed to mimic
human responses can uninten-
tionally reinforce delusional
thoughts or weaken users’
engagement with reality. While
these systems are intended to
assist, their effects vary widely
among individuals, making
unregulated or prolonged use
a matter of concern rather
than convenience. At the
same time, it would be inaccurate to portray Al chatbots
as inherently harmful. With responsible design, limited
use, clear warnings, and human oversight, they can
support access to information and help reduce stress.
The real challenge lies not in the technology itself but in
how it is used and regulated. Al should complement—
not replace—human expertise, empathy, and profes-
sional care, ensuring that technological progress does
not come at the cost of mental health.

Dr Krishna Kumar
Vepakomma, Hyderabad

Tarique Rahman’s Return and Bangladesh’s
Uncertam Future

fter seventeen years in
political exile in London,
Tarique Rahman, acting
chairman of the Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP), has returned to
Bangladesh at a time of deep polit-
ical uncertainty. His homecoming
follows the August 2024 uprising
that ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and brought an interim
government led by Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus to power. Tasked
with restoring law and order and
preparing the ground for free and
fair elections, that administration
has failed on both fronts. Instead
of stability, Bangladesh today faces
escalating violence, growing polari-
sation, and a steady erosion of insti-
tutional credibility—casting serious
doubt on whether the February 2026
elections can truly reflect the will of
the people.
A Tainted Electoral Field
The Election Commission’s
decision to bar Sheikh Hasina’s
Awami League from contesting the
polls has fundamentally altered the
political landscape. Disqualifying
the party that led Bangladesh’s Lib-
eration War is not merely contro-
versial—it raises troubling questions
about the moral and democratic
legitimacy of the entire electoral
process. With the Awami League
excluded, the BNP has emerged
as the strongest contender. Yet its
chairperson, Khaleda Zia, remains
critically ill and unlikely to assume
office. This has thrust Tarique Rah-
man into the spotlight as the party’s
de facto prime ministerial face.
His ascent carries regional impli-
cations. While the Awami League
has long maintained close ties with
India, the BNP’s relationship with
New Delhi has historically been
uneasy. Moreover, during past BNP
governments, Bangladesh’s Hindu

minority faced repeated bouts of
persecution—an issue India can-
not afford to overlook. Rahman’s
return, therefore, is not simply an
internal political development. It
signals a potential reordering of
Bangladesh’s foreign policy orien-
tation and places India-Bangladesh
relations under renewed scrutiny.
Violence and the
Collapse of Order

The fragile political atmosphere
took a darker turn following the
murder of Sharif Osman Hadi, a
leader of the National Citizen Party
(NCP) and a prominent student
activist, just one day after the Elec-
tion Commission announced the
election schedule on December
11. Hadi later died in Singapore on
December 18. Public outrage was
inevitable. What followed, how-
ever, was deeply disturbing.

Protests quickly morphed into
a campaign infused with anti-India
and anti-Hindu rhetoric. Rather
than calming tensions, the Yunus
administration appeared to legiti-
mise them. Yunus attended Hadi’s
funeral, declared a government
holiday, lowered the national flag
to half-mast, and portrayed Hadi as
a martyr whose “sacrifice” should
inspire future generations. Even
more troubling were official insinu-
ations linking the Awami League to
the murder and a Foreign Ministry
statement warning India against
granting asylum to the perpetra-
tors—an irresponsible move that
implicitly cast India as complicit.

That narrative soon collapsed.
Hadi’s own brother accused the
interim government of failing to
ensure security and went further,
alleging that state-level conspiracies
were being engineered to sabotage
the elections.

By then, the damage was done.

Rahul Gokhale, political
commentator

A wave of violence swept across the
country, targeting Awami League
properties and Hindu citizens alike.
The brutality was chilling. Deepu
Chandra Das, a 27-year-old Hindu
man, was lynched after false allega-
tions of blasphemy. He was stripped,
hanged, and burned alive as bystand-
ers cheered and recorded the killing.
Investigators later confirmed there
was no evidence of blasphemy.
Soon after, another Hindu youth,
29-year-old Amrit Mandal, was mur-
dered. These incidents expose how
completely mob rule has begun
to replace the rule of law. Yet the
interim government continues to
insist it will “fulfil Hadi’s dreams.”
This raises an unavoidable question:
which dreams? Hadi was known for
virulent anti-India rhetoric, misog-
yny, fundamentalist leanings, and
open support for mob justice. Ele-
vating such symbolism while failing
to protect citizens reflects a danger-
ous moral vacuum at the heart of the

current regime.
The India Question Ahead
With the Awami League

excluded, three political forces
remain in contention: the BNP,
Jamaat-e-Islami, and the NCP.
Jamaat-e-Islami—openly funda-
mentalist and pro-Pakistan—-was
unbanned under the Yunus admin-
istration. Although it governed in
alliance with the BNP between 2001
and 2006, it is contesting indepen-
dently this time. This offers limited
reassurance. Jamaat’s growing influ-
ence is evident: its student wing
recently secured a landslide victory
in Dhaka University elections, far
outperforming the BNP’s student
organisation. Given the university’s
historic role in shaping national pol-
itics, this surge cannot be dismissed
as symbolic. The NCP, despite emerg-
ing from last year’s protests, appears

to lack broad electoral appeal. All
indications suggest that the BNP will
emerge as the largest party, making
Tarique Rahman the central figure in
Bangladesh’s next political chapter.
Rahman has sought to recalibrate his
image, coining the slogan “Neither
Delhi nor Pindi; Bangladesh First.”
While he has criticised India over
issues such as the Teesta water-shar-
ing dispute, he has also kept visible
distance from Pakistan. He may
adopt a hard line on Sheikh Hasina’s
extradition, but he cannot afford
to alienate India—a neighbour and
strategic partner deeply intertwined
with Bangladesh’s economic stability
and security. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s recent public expression
of concern over Khaleda Zia’s health
and his offer of medical assistance
underscore an enduring reality of
diplomacy: governments change,
geography does not. Modi’s meeting
with Zia during his 2015 visit to Ban-
gladesh, when she led the opposition,
further reinforces this continuity.
A Test of Leadership

Tarique Rahman’s return has
brought Bangladesh’s shifting polit-
ical equations into sharp focus. A
“Tarique Rahman era” now appears
imminent, but its direction remains
uncertain. Whether this moment
becomes a stabilising turn or a
missed opportunity will depend on
decisions taken in Dhaka—particu-
larly its reading of regional geopoliti-
cal realities and its approach toward
India. New Delhi has been a consis-
tent and reliable friend, but friend-
ship cannot be sustained through
ambiguity or antagonism. A clear
commitment to democratic norms,
regional stability, and a mature
understanding of India as a strategic
partner will ultimately determine
whether Tarique Rahman passes—or
fails—his India test.

Yashwant Dada: The Titan of Gujarati Children’s Literature

His dedication to creating engaging stories for children has earned
him a special place in Gujarati literature

Vinod Chandrashekhar
Dixit, Freelance journalist,

writer and cartoonist

Symbolic

ashwant Mehta, affectionately known
as Yashwant Dada, is a literary giant

with over 500 books to his credit. A
tireless advocate for children’s literature,
he has penned novels, story collections,
and articles, as well as edited and translated
numerous works. Despite his advanced age,
Yashwant Dada remains engaged in liter-
ary pursuits, inspiring generations with his
simplicity, selflessness, and vast knowledge.
Like literary giants Narmad, Govardhanram,
Jaybhikh, and Gunvant Shah, Yashwant Dada
chose early retirement (at 50) to pursue writ-
ing full-time. He’s authored travel books like
“Chalo Duniyani Safare” and “Akhi Duniyano-
Prvaas Karo”, despite being a homebody. His
travels are limited to South India, Mumbai,
and Delhi - no international trips.

Mehta believes children are the embodi-
ment of God and has been writing for them
since he was 13. Mehta connects children’s
literature to Indian values like brotherhood,
truth, and non-violence, urging readers
to avoid superstition and promote logical
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Well -Deserved Success

thinking. He appeals to publishers to pro-
duce more affordable children’s literature
and encourages youngsters to work towards
national unity, shedding caste divisions.

His science fiction collection, ‘Chiranjivi
Ane Biji Vignankathao’, was published on
October 28, 2025. He is known for his juve-
nile adventure stories and biographies. He
has written over 500 books, including around
100 juvenile adventure stories. ‘Yugyatra’
(1984) is his notable long science adventure
story. He has been honored with the ‘Shri
Dhanji Kanji Gandhi Suvarnachandrak’
(2006), ‘Bal Sahitya Puraskar’, and ‘Rash-
triya Sahitya Akademi’ (2010) awards. Yash-
want Dada’s writing style is a masterclass in
simplicity, social relevance, and connecting
with young readers. He’s established the Chil-
dren’s Literature Academy (1994) and edited
“Jagmag” and “Sahaj Balanand” magazine.
His humility and dedication have earned
him the affectionate nickname “Yashwant
Dada” - an inspiration to writers, educators,
and literature lovers. It is rightly said that

Hats off to Aaryan Zishan Ahmed, a brilliant young mind from Rangia,
Assam, who has discovered two new asteroids. This remarkable feat enriches
planetary science and showcases the immense potential of India’s youth. To
expand the universe’s frontiers at such a young age is extraordinary. Recog-
nition from NASA underscores the global merit of his work. His achievement
is a source of honour, making the nation proud and inspiring future gener-

ations. Vive La Zishan!

Kyamudin Ansari,Mumbai

“Literature gives order to human experience
as it explores cultural values. One such well-
known Gujarati author Yashwant Mehta has
contributed immensely to Gujarati children’s
literature. He has worked in all forms of chil-
dren’s literature. That effort has yielded rich
results, and its fruits have reached crores of
children in Gujarat.

No literary institution in Gujarat took
children’s literature seriously, so Yashwant
Mehta, along with his friends, established
the Children’s Literature Academy on April
30, 1994. This academy is doing remarkable,
effective, and purposeful work. Any institu-
tion can be run with government or societal
funding, but doing continuous and valuable
work for over 25 years in a neglected field
like children’s literature is no small feat. This
renowned novelist and children’s writer was
the first Gujarati author to receive the Chil-
dren’s Literature Award from Delhi Sahitya
Akademi. Being the first Gujarati author to
receive this award is a remarkable honour,
highlighting his pioneering work in Gujarati

A New Year, A New Resolve

children’s literature and his national recogni-
tion. He has also received the National Rajaji
Award and the ‘Navchetan’ Novel-Chandrak
for novel writing. He has been awarded the
prestigious D.K. Gandhi Suvarna Chandrak of
the Gujarat Sahitya Sabha for the year 2006.
He has also received the Rs. 50,000 Chil-
dren’s Literature Award of the National Sahi-
tya Academy in 2010. He is the first Gujarati
writer to receive this honour.

With six decades of meaningful journalism
and a vast experience of writing about 500
books, Yashwant Mehta edited the children’s
newspaper ‘Jagmag’ for about a decade and a
half, then was the editor of the monthly ‘Bal
Anand’ from August 1999 to 2018. He was the
president of the Gujarati Writers’ Association
from 2003 to 2014 and was on the editorial
board of the association’s booklet series ‘Lek-
hak and Lekhan’. Yashwant Mehta’s dedica-
tion to creating engaging stories for children
has earned him a special place in Gujarati lit-
erature. His contributions continue to inspire
young readers and authors alike.

As we welcome the New Year, it is time to reflect on our responsibilities as
citizens. Beyond celebrations, let us resolve to uphold civic harmony, protect
the environment, and support those less fortunate. The year ahead should be
marked not only by personal success but by collective progress and compas-
sion. May 2026 bring peace, prosperity, renewed commitment to democratic
values, and a spirit of unity. Together, we can make this year truly meaningful

and inspiring.

Pratham Roy, Kolkata
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Trying to follow my
father’s footsteps of
being low-profile,
accessible to all:
Nabin.

Nitin Nabin
BJP National Working
President

Shah outlines BJP action
plan for Bengal polls

Shah sought to project a unified front, while indicating former state president
Dilip Ghosh as one of the main faces of the saffron camp for the elections.

Press Trust Of India

KOLKATA: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday outlined an
action plan for the BJP’s
West Bengal unit while
reviewing its prepared-
ness for the assembly
polls due early next year.

Addressing the party’s
public  representatives,
both past and present,
Shah sought to project a
unified front, while indi-
cating former state pres-
ident Dilip Ghosh as one
of the main faces of the
saffron camp for the elec-
tions.

Ghosh, who has largely
stayed away from the
forefront of the BJP’s
activities in the state over
the past several months,
was also invited to the
closed-door meeting
attended by the party’s
MPs, MLAs, civic body
councillors and organisa-
tional portfolio holders.

Shah held the meeting
to take stock of the BJP
West Bengal unit’s pre-
paredness for the assem-
bly polls next year.

He reportedly held a
separate meeting with
Ghosh, alongside another
former state president
Sukanta Majumdar,
incumbent Samik Bhat-
tacharya, and the state’s

leader of the opposition,
Suvendu Adhikari, indi-
cating bridging of gaps
between the party’s old
guns and the newer ones.

“I can’t say much, but
you will see an active
Dilip Ghosh in the 2026
polls. I was called to lis-
ten to my experiences
and opinions,” Ghosh
told reporters while leav-
ing the venue.

Besides the state lead-
ers, the meeting was also
attended by the party’s
central observers for Ben-
gal like Sunil Bansal, Bhu-
pendra Yadav, Biplab Deb
and Amit Malviya.

According to a leader
who attended the meet-

ing, Shah instructed the
public representatives to
spend “at least four days
a week and attend at least
five street corner meet-
ings daily” to strengthen
their public outreach.
The leaders must prove
their worth to the party
in the next two months
to gain eligibility for tick-
ets for the upcoming
state elections, the leader
said. Shah, considered
the BJP’s chief poll strat-
egist, also listened to the
party’s 2024 Lok Sabha
poll candidates about
the advantages and diffi-
culties they faced during
their campaigns, and the
factors contributing to

their wins and losses, he
said.

The union home minis-
ter advised them to share
their understandings of
the assembly seats under
their respective parlia-
mentary constituencies
during the run-up to the
polls, the leader said.

About inviting Dilip
Ghosh, who was per-
ceived to have been
pushed to the party’s
“back bench” after visu-
als of him meeting Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee at the inauguration
of the Jagannath Temple
complex in Digha earlier
this year were splashed
across TV screens.

Elected
unopposed

THANE: Even before the
first ballot is cast for the
Kalyan Dombivli Munici-
pal Corporation (KDMC)
elections in Maharash-
tra’s Thane district, two
BJP women candidates
have secured victory in
the absence of a contest.

Rekha Chaudhary, who
had been a corporator
for over a decade, and
Asawari Kedar Navare
have been declared win-
ners unopposed from
Ward No. 18 (Kachore)
and Ward No. 26(A),
which covers the Savar-
kar Road area, respec-
tively, said officials.

State BJP chief Ravin-
dra Chavan described
the victories as the “ulti-
mate civilian award”
from the people. “It is
the recognition of ten
years of solving prob-
lems on the ground, of
being there for every cit-
izen in Kachore. People
have spoken by staying
silent. They knew their
leader had already won
their hearts,” he said.

Navare, who comes
from a family with RSS
(Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh) roots, is a new
face in the municipal
arena.

Chavan made a video
call to Chief Minister and
senior BJP leader Deven-
dra Fadnavis to convey
the development.

“A victory is a victory.
But an unopposed vic-
tory is a message of trust.
Let this energy fuel our
journey towards a bet-
ter Kalyan-Dombivli,”
said Fadnavis during the
video call.

SC refusal

NEWDELHI: TheSupreme
Court on Wednesday
refused to entertain
a habeas corpus plea
alleging illegal arrest of a
businessman from Hald-
wani in Uttarakhand by
Uttar Pradesh Police but
granted him the liberty
to approach the high
court for appropriate
relief.

A vacation bench of
justices MM Sundresh
and Prashant Kumar
Mishra asked advocates
Anand Kumar and Adi-
tya Giri, appearing for
petitioner Umang Ras-
togi, to approach the
Allahabad High Court
for relief after not-
ing that a similar plea
regarding his father’s
arrest was pending
before the Delhi High
Court.

“You have already
approached the high court
(in the other matter from
which this case has ema-
nated). Ideally, the high
court should deal with
this matter also... that will
be appropriate for you,”
the bench observed.

Press Trust Of India

A 1990 batch IPS
officer, the 59-year-
old Date will succeed
Rashmi Shukla, who
retires on January 3.

MUMBAI: Sadanand Vas-
ant Date, a soft-spoken
yet tough taskmaster and
a decorated officer of the
26/11 terror attacks, was
on Wednesday appointed
as the new Director Gen-
eral of Maharashtra Police
(DGP).

A 1990 batch IPS officer,
the 59-year-old Date will
succeed Rashmi Shukla,
who retires on January 3.

He will have a fixed ten-
ure of two years as the
head of the over two lakh
strong Maharashtra Police
force. Date’s appointment
follows his recent prema-

| DECORATED OFFICER |

26/11 hero Sadanand Date
appointed DGP of Maha

DGP Sadanand Vasant Date.

ture repatriation from cen-
tral deputation where he
was heading the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA). Date is widely
hailed as one of the heroes
of the 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks.

On the fateful day of
November 26, 2008,
known as 26/11 terror
attacks, Date was serving
as the Additional Commis-
sioner of Police (Central
Region) in 2008.

He had led a police
team that pinned down
Lashkar-e-Taiba  terror-

HIGHLIGHT

o Date is hailed as one
of the heroes of the
26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks.

® He was honoured
with the President’s
Police Medal for
Gallantry.

ists Ajmal Kasab and Abu
Ismail on the rooftop
of Cama Hospital and
despite being severely
injured by grenade splin-
ters, he continued to
engage the terrorists. He
was later honoured with
the President’s Police
Medal for Gallantry.

Even today, Date car-
ries metallic splinters
from that night embed-
ded in his body, espe-
cially one near his eye
and he describes them as

“medals” from a war zone
rather than injuries. The
officer brings a wealth of
experience across state
and central agencies
as he has served in the
Maharashtra Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad (ATS) and
the first Commissioner
of Police for Mira-Bhay-
andar, Vasai-Virar. Date
also served the Mumbai
Police as Joint Commis-
sioner of Police (Law and
Order) and Crime. He
has also served as DIG
in the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and IG
(Operations) in the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF). A doctorate in
Economic Offences from
Pune University, Date
takes charge at a crucial
time for the state’s law
and order machinery
when local body elections
are being held.

| SCATHING ATTACK |

‘Congress crealing ‘mini Bdesh’ in Karnalaka’

Press Trust Of India

BENGALURU: Leader of
the Opposition in the
Karnataka Assembly R
Ashoka on Wednesday
accused the Congress
government of creating
‘mini Bangladesh’ in the
state due to its appease-
ment politics.

Launching a scathing
attack on the Congress
government after visiting
the eviction site at Kogilu
layout in Yelahanka,
Ashoka alleged that Chief
Minister ~ Siddaramaiah

was encouraging large-s-
cale encroachment and
illegal settlements.

The Congress govern-
ment came under severe
criticism from Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan of the Com-
munist Party of India
(Marxist) for demolishing
houses for the minorities.
Alarmed by it, the Con-
gress high command too
intervened and directed
the state government to
be compassionate to the
minorities.

The state government

has announced that it will
provide alternative hous-

ing arrangements for
those genuine residents
among them. The BJP
flayed the government
for taking a U-turn on the
issue, saying that this was
‘appeasement politics’.

e

CM accused of
promoting illegal
encroachments.
R Ashoka
LoP in Assembly

Speaking to reporters
during his visit to the
demolition spot, Ashoka
said the state was wit-
nessing an alarming
trend after the change in
government and ques-
tioned the identity and
origin of those residing
on encroached govern-

ment land. The BJP leader
pointed out that Google
Maps showed no houses
in the area a year ago,
indicating that the settle-
ments had come up only
in the last six months,
and questioned how elec-
tricity connections were
provided so quickly.
Ashoka said, “The Con-
gress government led by
Siddaramaiah is creating
mini Bangladeshs in Kar-
nataka. After fooling Kan-
nadigas for so long, they
are now building a mini
Bangladesh in the state.”

Briefs
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UNFORTUNATE DECISION
‘Opposition to lamp lighting in
Thirupparankundram is politically motivated’

MADURAI: The opposition to lighting
the lamp atop the Thirupparankun-
dram hill was politically motivated
and lacked understanding of the cul-
tural significance, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said on
Wednesday.

Terming the state government’s
opposition as “unfortunate,” he said
the Thirupparankundram hill shrine
of Subrahmanya Swamy was an inte-
gral part of the state culture.

“It is unfortunate to do all the
unethical things when the (Madurai
Bench of the Madras) High Court has
categorically given a decisive judg-
ment that Hindus can light the lamp.
The opposition to it is politically
motivated. People find the opposi-
tion as unfortunate,” the Minister told
reporters after offering prayers at the
ancient Sri Meenakshi Sundareswarar
temple here. When pointed out that
the authorities objected to lighting the
lamp on Karthigai Deepam on a pillar
located close to a dargah, as it would
lead to sectarian conflict, the Minister
shot back, “can Thirupparankundram

be effaced?”

“Can you deny the existence
of Ramanathapuram or Madurai
Meenakshi Ma or Siva from Tamil
Nadu? Can you remove the cultural
ethos of the Tamil language and litera-
ture or the Thirukkural (a masterpiece
authored by Thiruvalluvar) from the
society?” he asked.

“Those who propagate this theory
are foolish. They have misunderstood.
Let Lord Siva forgive them,” Pradhan,
who had come to the state for the vale-
dictory of the Kashi Tamil Sangamam
event in Rameswaram, said.

ALERTNESS
Lt Gen Sharma reviews

preparedness of troops
in Ladakh

LEH: Army’s northern commander Lt
Gen Pratik Sharma on Wednesday vis-
ited forward areas in Union Territory
of Ladakh and reviewed operational
preparedness of deployed troops, offi-
cials said.

The General Officer Command-
ing-in-chief, northern command,
visited Tagyarmale sector of eastern
Ladakh and was briefed about the
security situation by the field com-
manders, the officials said.

“Lt Gen Sharma reviewed opera-
tional preparedness of our valiant
troops deployed in Tagyarmale sector
of eastern Ladakh.

“With profound pride, he lauded
their exemplary professionalism,
steadfast resolve and selfless devo-
tion to national security while urging
all ranks to nurture this soul-stirring
excellence,” Army’s northern com-
mand said in a post on X. The Army
commander also extended his heart-
felt greetings for a bright and prosper-
ous New Year 2026. PTI

NEW RESPONSIBILITY
Senior IPS officer

Singhal appointed new
Haryana DGP

CHANDIGARH: Senior IPS officer Ajay
Singhal was appointed the new director
general of police of Haryana on Wednes-
day, an official order said. A 1992-batch
IPS officer, Singhal replaces O P Singh,
who retired from service on Wednes-
day. On the consideration of the panel
received from the Union Public Service
Commission, the governor of Haryana
is pleased to appoint Ajay Singhal, IPS
(HY-1992), as Director General of Police,
Haryana, for a minimum tenure of two
years from the date of his assumption of
charge, the order said. Singhal was the
director general of Haryana State Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption Bureau. O P
Singh retired from service on Wednes-
day after a career spanning more than
three decades. Singh was given the
additional charge of DGP on October
14 when Shatrujeet Kapur proceeded
on leave amid mounting attacks from
the opposition over fellow IPS officer
Y Puran Kumar’s alleged suicide. On
December 14, Singh was appointed the
officiating DGP. PTI

WORD OF CAUTION
Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan cautions against
attempts to hijack Sree Narayana Guru’s philosophy

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on Wednesday cau-
tioned against attempts by some
vested interests to distort and hijack

VARKALA:

the philosophies of saint-social
reformer Sree Narayana Guru.

He urged people to be vigilant
against such efforts to confine
Narayana Guru within the boundaries
of a particular religion or community.

The chief minister was speaking
after inaugurating the 93rd Sivagiri
pilgrim conclave at Sivagiri Math,
founded by Guru, at Varkala here.

The Sivagiri pilgrimage is being held
this year amid concerns over attempts
by certain forces to distort and hijack
the philosophy of Narayana Guru, he
said while addressing the gathering.

“We must remain vigilant against
covert efforts to confine the Guru
within the boundaries of any single
caste or religion. Sree Narayana Guru
is the true world teacher who showed
humanity the path of humanism,
unity, brotherhood, and friendship,
transcending caste and religious con-

siderations,” he said. Describing Guru
as a spiritual luminary whose philo-
sophical greatness offered a vision
for the liberation of the entire world,
Vijayan said his vision had a profound
influence on the making of modern
Kerala. The chief minister further cau-
tioned that fragmented mobilisation
of various caste and religious groups
would weaken democratic and secular
ideals, speakers said here on Sunday.

He also stressed the need to inte-
grate the message of Narayana Guru
with the vision of progressive forces
to safeguard the country’s constitu-
tional values. He said the survival of a
democratic and secular constitutional
framework depends on harmonising
the Guru’s teachings with uncompro-
mising progressive ideals that uphold
equality and social justice.

Vijayan also called for collective
efforts to resist attempts to divide
people on the basis of identity and
to strengthen democratic and secular
traditions rooted in the teachings of
Sri Narayana Guru. PTI
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“What a mad year it’s been! Life is truly an up-

and-down roller coaster! I learned more in 2025
than I have in the last ten years! Phew! Thankful
for the lessons, the love, and the light, and I can’t
wait for 2026. Wishing you all the best of all your

hearts’ desires let’s rock and roll, baby!!!!”

Shruti Haasan
Final season brings ultimate showdown
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& Glitters

Watch

Stranger Things
trailer trailor
dropped

Netflix has dropped the
final Stranger Things
trailer, teasing an epic
showdown as Hawkins
faces Vecna’s wrath.
Fans are emotional and
excited, bracing for the
two-hour finale
streaming this New
Year’s Eve.

Ananya Panday
screams during
Rapil Show

Ananya Panday and
Kartik Aaryan appeared
on The Great Indian
Kapil Show’s New Year
special, sharing laughs
and insights on modern
relationships before
a spooky twist had
Krushna Abhishek scare
them as Manjulika.

Shrey Mittal
joins Colors

1V show

Shrey Mittal returns to
TV with Colors’ Mangal
Lakshmi—-Lakshmi Ka
Safar, joining amid major
cast changes. Fans are
eager to see his fresh ava-
tar and how his character
will impact Lakshmi and
Karan’s evolving
storyline.

Malcolm in
Middle returns
this April

Hulu and Disney+
released the trailer for
Malcolm in the Middle:

Life’s Still Unfair, reunit-
ing Frankie Muniz,
Bryan Cranston, and the
original cast, follow-
ing Malcolm’s chaotic
return to family life
this April.

Ek Deewane
Ri Deewaniyat
now on IEES

After its theatrical run,
Roshan Mathew and
Zarin Shihab’s Malay-
alam romantic drama
Ithiri Neram is set for
an OTT premiere on
Sun NXT from Decem-
ber 31, 2025, explor-
ing lost love, chance
encounters, and unre-
solved emotions.

CLOSE UP

Bollywood comebacks that Stole 2025: Akshaye
Khanna, Madhuri Dixit, Aamir Khan shine

The actress opens up on backlash surrounding
Housefull 5 and women’s limited roles.

Central Chronicle News

Sonam shares her
perspective on nav-
igating Bollywood
as a female actor in
ensemble films.

2025 proved to be
a year of cinematic
reunions, as some of Bol-
lywood’s most cherished
actors made comebacks
that reminded audiences
why they were missed.
From Akshaye Khanna to
Madhuri Dixit and Aamir
Khan, the year offered
performances blend-
ing nostalgia with fresh
energy, proving that tal-
ent only grows stronger
with time.

Rajat Bedi reemerged
in the spotlight with
Aryan Khan’s directo-
rial debut on Netflix. His
intense portrayal reaf-
firmed his command-
ing presence on screen,
earning praise from crit-
ics and fans alike, and
reminding audiences of
his versatility and charm.

Akshaye Khanna’s
understated yet pow-
erful performance in
Dhurandhar went viral,
with viewers applauding
his ability to convey deep
emotion effortlessly. His
return highlighted why
he remains a bench-
mark for nuanced acting
in contemporary Bolly-
wood.

Madhuri Dixit, always
a style and performance
icon, surprised fans with
her role in Mrs Desh-
pande.

The comebacks we
loved this year

Directed by  Abhi-
jeet Shirish Deshpande
and backed by Rajkamal
Entertainment, Camera
Take Films and Roaring
Rivers Productions, the
film traces V. Shantaram’s
extraordinary  journey
from silent films to the

evolution of sound and
colour, and his endur-
ing cultural impact.
Chaturvedi, last seen in
Dhadak 2, also has Do
Deewane Seher Mein and
Dil Ka Darwaaza Khol
Na Darling lined up for
release next year.

Loki returns bigge

r than ever as

Tom Hiddleston teases Avengers: Doomsday

Central Chronicle News

LIGHT

om Hiddleston is set
Tto return as Loki in

Avengers:  Dooms-
day, scheduled for release
next December, mark-
ing nearly 15 years since
he first appeared as the
mischievous  Asgardian
in Thor. In a recent inter-
view, the actor opened up
about his enduring bond
with the character and
what Loki’s next chapter
represents. Hiddleston
shared that stories cen-
tered on redemption
have always shaped his
approach to Loki. Drawing
from films and theatre he
encountered in his youth;
he spoke about his fasci-

Loki's journey
comes full circle as
Tom Hiddleston teases
Avengers: Doomsday.

nation with narratives that
offer second chances. For
him, Loki’s appeal lies in
the possibility of change
the idea that flawed char-
acters can evolve without
erasing who they once
were. This theme became
central in the Disney+
series Loki, where the
character confronts the
consequences of his past
actions. By the end of the
show, Loki transforms
from a self-serving trick-
ster into the keeper of the

multiverse’s timelines.
Hiddleston described this
shift as Loki finally taking
responsibility and gaining
control over his own story,
rather than being driven
by fate or fear. Filming
for Avengers: Doomsday
has already wrapped for
the actor, and he hinted
that the film will surprise

Tom Hiddleston as Loki in *
Loki’ season 2

audiences. Calling it “mon-
umental,” Hiddleston
said the story’s scale and
emotional core are unlike
anything Marvel has
attempted before. With
changes in the franchise’s
long-term direction, Loki
is now positioned as a
key figure in shaping the
future of the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe. Outside
Marvel, Hiddleston con-
tinues to balance block-
buster roles with diverse
projects. He recently
returned to the West End
stage, starred in The Life
of Chuck, and took on the
role of Edmund Hillary in
Apple TV’s Tenzing.

(ineBriefs
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Ekta Kapoor hits out
al Zee TV over Pavilra Rishta

Ekta Kapoor has strongly criticised Zee TV for
reusing the iconic title Pavitra Rishta for its
upcoming romantic drama without her consent.
Calling the move unethical, Ekta said creators
who fail to build original intellectual property
resort to exploiting existing legacies. In a sharp
Instagram post, she remarked there was “nothing
pavitra” about the decision, accusing the makers
of intellectual bankruptcy. The 2009 show, star-
ring late Sushant Singh Rajput and Ankita Lok-
hande, remains deeply cherished by audiences.
Although the new series is unrelated, the reused
title has sparked backlash, with fans questioning
originality and creative ethics in television.

Hina Khan shares what
keeps love alive after years

Television star Hina Khan recently shared a
heartfelt reflection on what intimacy truly
means to her after 13 years with husband
Rocky Jaiswal. Vacationing in the Maldives,
the actress revealed how love notes, small
gestures, and emotional presence define their
bond today. Hina explained that while phys-
ical intimacy may ebb with time, stress, or
responsibilities, emotional intimacy keeps
relationships alive. Choosing each other daily,
mutual respect, trust, and unwavering sup-
port matter most to her. She credited Rocky
for being her constant pillar, best friend, and
safe space, adding that true intimacy lies in
feeling deeply seen, valued, and loved again
and again.

Madhuri Dixit swaps
trousers for skirt in
chic power look

Madhuri Dixit once again proves that timeless
style can evolve without losing its essence. In
her latest fashion outing, the actor reimag-
ined the classic pantsuit by replacing trou-
sers with a flowing skirt, creating a silhouette
that felt both powerful and feminine. She
wore a chocolate-brown co-ord set featur-
ing a structured blazer paired with a match-
ing maxi skirt, softening sharp tailoring with
fluid movement. A subtle hint of leopard
print added playful contrast, while minimal
gold jewellery and black Chelsea boots kept
the look refined. Styled with modern glam,
Madhuri’s ensemble highlighted how classic
power dressing can be reinvented with confi-
dence and personality.

Trending on Insta

Rashmika Mandanna celebrates 9
years with heartfelt gratitude

Rashmika  Man-
danna celebrated
nine years in cin-
ema, expressing
gratitude for her
26 films and the
“family” she’s
found along the
way. Fans flooded
her with love,
making her mile-
stone deeply spe-
cial and heartfelt.
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NEW YEAR RITUALS FROM DIFFERENT CULTURES

Whimsical New
Year rituals from
different cultures

that spark hope

and abundance

New Year isn’t just a moment
it’s a mindset charged with
hope and possibility.

ew Year’s Eve has always
‘ \| been about more than

countdowns and cham-
pagne. Across the world, peo-
ple mark the moment with
rituals that feel half-belief,
half-play small acts meant to
nudge the universe in the right
direction. As 2026 approaches,
these traditions remind us that
manifesting doesn’t have to be
serious. Sometimes, it’s sup-
posed to be fun.

Grapes under the table
(Spain)

At midnight, twelve grapes,
twelve wishes. In recent years,
the ritual got a viral upgrade:
eating them under a table. It’s
private, slightly ridiculous, and
deeply symbolic a quiet prom-
ise to yourself, made while the
world celebrates above you.

The midnight suitcase
walks (Latin America)

In many Latin American
homes, empty suitcases roll
out onto streets or balconies
at midnight. The message is
clear: travel isn’t a dream, it’s a
decision. Acting as if adventure
is already booked turns hope
into motion.

Pomegranates at the

HIGHLIGHT

@ Around the world,
playful New Year rituals
turn belief into action for
luck and love.

doorstep (Turkey & Greece)
Few rituals make an
entrance like smashing a
pomegranate at the door. The
burst of red seeds symbolises
abundance, joy and prosper-
ity spilling into the year ahead.
The mess is intentional good
fortune rarely arrives neatly.

New Year traditions from around
the world.

Circles of luck (Philip-
pines)

Twelve round fruits fill the
table, echoing coins and con-
tinuity. Polka dots often make
an appearance too, wrapping
the celebration in symbols of
steady wealth and balance,
month after hopeful month.

Leaps and liquid wishes
(Denmark & Russia)

In Denmark, people jump
off chairs at midnight, phys-
ically leaving the old year
behind. In Russia, wishes are
written, burned, mixed into
champagne and swallowed
before the final chime belief
taken literally.

Different cultures, same
instinct: start the year with
faith, intention and a little
courage. Because sometimes,
the future listens best when
you meet it halfway.

Forget T Rex
these creatures had
sharper teeth

When we picture razor-sharp
teeth, giants like Tyrannosaurus
rex or the monstrous Megalo-
don usually come to mind. But
science tells a far stranger story.
The sharpest teeth on Earth
belonged not to massive preda-
tors, but to conodonts tiny, eel-
like creatures that swam ancient
oceans over 500 million years
ago. These jawless animals looked
unremarkable, yet their tooth-like
structures, called elements, were
astonishing under a microscope.
Measuring just about two microns
at the tip, they were sharper than
any known vertebrate teeth. Long
before dinosaurs ruled land or
sharks dominated seas, conodonts
quietly perfected nature’s sharp-
est bite.

MASTERPIECE

The Himalayan flower
that waits decades to bloom

High in the harsh, wind-lashed
reaches of the eastern Himalayas
grows Sikkim Sundari, a plant that
feels almost unreal.
tifically as Rheum nobile, this rare
Himalayan wonder spends decades
growing silently before blooming just
once. Thriving at altitudes between
4,000 and 4,800 metres, it belongs
to a group called “glasshouse plants.”
Its tall, translucent bracts act like nat-
ural greenhouses, shielding delicate
flowers from freezing temperatures
and intense UV rays. When it finally
blooms, the plant glows against the
rocky landscape like a pale tower and
soon after, having completed its life’s
purpose, it quietly withers and dies.

Known scien-

| ORNAMENTS TELL STORIES OF CULTURE |

Ornaments tell stories of cultlure, emotion
and crealivily across civilisations

Central Chronicle News

ong before paintings
Lﬁlled galleries and sculp-
tures stood in muse-
ums, art found a home on

HIGHLIGHT

© From shells and

stones to gold and gems,
ornaments have always told
human stories.

the human body. Ornaments

were among the earliest forms eternity. Across cultures,

of creative expression sim-
ple shells, stones and bones
shaped by hand and worn
with meaning. They were
not just beautiful objects,
but symbols of belief, iden-
tity and emotion. As time
passed, ornaments grew more
detailed and meaningful.
In India, jewellery reflected
temple art and stories from
mythology. In ancient Egypt,
gold symbolised power and

ornaments quietly told stories
about who people were, what
they believed in and how they
wished to be remembered.
During the Renaissance, jew-
ellery became even more
expressive, combining metal
and gemstones to represent
love, protection and personal
strength. At the heart of every
ornament is craftsmanship. A
jeweller works with patience
and imagination, shaping

From past to present, jewellery inspires
all generations

metal and stones the way an
artist works with paint or clay.
Techniques like engraving and
stone setting are passed down
through generations, keeping
tradition alive while allowing
room for new ideas.

Modern jewellery speaks
a simpler, more personal lan-
guage. People now choose
pieces that reflect their own
stories birthstones, initials or
designs linked to special mem-
ories. Colour adds emotion,
from soft pastels to bright
gemstones. Designs have also
become lighter and more
comfortable, showing that ele-
gance can be easy to wear.

Ornaments are no longer
saved only for weddings or
celebrations. They are part
of everyday life, blending
art with routine. Sustain-
able and ethical designs add
deeper value, making jew-
ellery thoughtful as well as
beautiful.

CulturalHues

Alang ship
breaking finds
artistic voice

Himanshu Jamod'’s
powerful paintings
on the Alang

Ship Breaking
Yard emerge as a standout at the sixth Kochi-
Muziris Biennale. Drawing from a childhood
spent around ports and dockyards in Gujarat,
the Bhavnagar-born artist deconstructs

myths surrounding the world’s largest ship-
dismantling hub. His large-scale works explore
the anatomy and final journey of ships,
portraying Alang not as a graveyard, but as a
living world shaped by labour, memory and
transformation..

Iconic great wave
fetches record price

Hokusai’s iconic
woodblock prints
The Great Wave off
Kanagawa has set a
new auction record
after being sold in
Hong Kong, underlining its lasting global
influence. Created in the early 19th century
as part of the Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji
series, the artwork captivated collectors

with its dramatic wave and delicate balance.
The record-breaking sale highlights the
growing demand for historic Japanese art and
reaffirms Hokusai's status as one of the most
influential artists in art history....

Keeladi unearthed:
South India’s lost
civilization

Keeladi, discovered in
Tamil Nadu, is reshaping
India’s understanding

of ancient urbanisation.
Dated to the Sangam era,
the site reveals advanced brick structures, ring
wells, and artefacts, challenging the idea that South
India passively inherited northern technologies.
Beyond archaeology, it has become a cultural and
political symbol, fueling debates over heritage

and history. Sowmiya Ashok’s new book explores
Keeladi’s significance, linking literary Sangam
references to tangible evidence while highlighting
the broader politics surrounding India’s past.

2,400-year-old
Hjortspring Boat
sheds New light

Around 2,400
years ago, warriors
attacked the Danish
island of Als, and
their wooden

plank boat was
ceremoniously sunk
in Hjortspring bog. Excavated in the 1920s,
the Hjortspring boat is Scandinavia’s oldest
known plank vessel. Recent research shows it
may have come from the Baltic region, carried
up to 80 warriors, and was waterproofed with
pine pitch. A rare human fingerprint on its
caulking offers unique insight into Iron Age
craftsmanship, seafaring, and the region’s
sophisticated, interconnected political and
military networks.

Ancient
Pharaoh’s statues
stand tall again

After more than
3,000 years, the
Colossi of Memnon
two towering
statues of Pharaoh
Amenhotep Il
have been restored at his funerary temple

in Luxor. Standing over 40 feet tall, they

depict the pharaoh seated with ceremonial
beards and reliefs of his wife Tiye. Excavated
from scattered pieces over two decades,

the restoration revives one of Egypt’s most
important landmarks, highlighting the grandeur
of the New Kingdom and demonstrating the
country’s commitment to preserving its rich
archaeological and cultural heritage.

Lasers reveal
ancient details on
Roman Column

Archaeologists in Rome
are using lasers to
clean the 1,800-year-
old Column of Marcus
Aurelius, a 154-foot-tall marble monument in
Piazza Colonna. Built between 180-193 C.E.,

the column depicts over 2,000 figures spiraling
around it, illustrating the emperor’s battles.
Lasers provide a precise, fast, and safe way to
remove centuries of grime, complemented by
traditional cleaning methods. The restoration, led
by Marta Baumgartner, reveals intricate details
of Roman warfare and daily life, offering fresh
insights into the empire’s history.
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Records matter, but contributing
to team victories gives me real
satisfaction and motivation to

keep improving.

Deepti Sharma
India women'’s all-rounder

Carlsen wins ninth Blitz
crown, Erigaisi bronze

Doha witnessed Magnus Carlsen survive early stumbles to defend the World Blitz title,
while India’s Arjun Erigaisi earned historic bronze after topping qualifying stage overall.

Press Trust Of India

Erigaisi led the
19-round Swiss with 15
points, but collapsed
in semifinals against
Abdusattorov to settle
for bronze.

DOHA: Magnus Carlsen
once again proved why
he remains the sport’s
ultimate closer, win-
ning a record-extend-
ing ninth World Blitz
Championship title after
navigating a volatile
tournament that tested
even his famed nerve.
The world No. 1 added
the Blitz crown to the
Rapid gold he had won
last week, completing
a golden double in the
season-ending  show-
piece.

Carlsen beat Uzbek
Grandmaster Nodirbek
Abdusattorov 2.5-1.5 in
the final on Tuesday,
showcasing trademark
endgame control and a
refusal to coast when
the match was finely
poised. With both play-
ers locked at 1.5-1.5, the
Norwegian produced a
surprising pawn push
in the fourth game,
tilted the position in his
favour, and converted
clinically to seal the
title.

“This was a very
tough event for me. It
could have gone either
way,” Carlsen admit-
ted, saying he chose

to “enjoy it” once the
tournament entered
the knockout phase—a
mindset that helped
him deliver under pres-
sure after early-round
reverses.

India’s Arjun Eri-
gaisi, however, endured
a painful finish after a

near-flawless run in the
19-round Swiss qualifi-
cation. The 22-year-old
topped the standings
with 15 points, winning
four and drawing two
on the final day to stay
clear at the top and
reach the semifinals in
style. His podium fin-

ish still carried historic
weight: with Blitz and
Rapid bronzes, Erigaisi
became only the sec-
ond Indian male after
Viswanathan Anand to
win a World Blitz medal.

Yet the semifinal
against Abdusattorov
turned sharply. Erigaisi

failed to convert early ini-
tiative with White in the
opening game and lost in
47 moves. Abdusattorov
then tightened his grip in
game two, striking deep
in the endgame to go 2-0
up. Needing only a draw
thereafter, the Uzbek
shut the door, making
the remaining game a
formality.

Carlsen had earlier
squeezed past the Swiss
phase to reach the last
four, finishing on 13.5
points, while Abdusat-
torov advanced with 13.
Fabiano Caruana took
second with 14, and
Carlsen beat him 3-1 in
the semifinal.

The event also saw
controversy when
Carlsen, in time trouble
against Armenia’s Haik
Martirosyan, acciden-
tally knocked pieces off
the board, pressed the
clock before restoring the
position fully, and was
penalised—Martirosyan
awarded the win under
FIDE’s conduct rules.
Carlsen accepted the
decision and moved on.

In the women’s
event, Kazakhstan’s
Bibisara  Assaubayeva
defeated Ukraine’s

Anna Muzychuk 2.5-1.5
to claim her third World
Blitz title and book a
place in the 2026 Can-
didates, sealing the final
game with White after
Muzychuk faltered in
time pressure.

Prajwal Dev
awarded wild
card to Bengaluru
Open

BENGALURU: Indian ten-
nis star Prajwal Dev has
been handed a wild card
for the 10th edition of
the Bengaluru Open to
be played here between
January 5 and 11. Prajwal
has been in fine form
of late and clinched the
men’s singles title at the
ITF World Tennis Tour
Mi5 event in Bhubane-
swar last month. “It’s a
proud moment for me
to compete at the Ben-
galuru Open ATP Chal-
lenger, especially in my
home state. This tour-
nament has consistently
provided us a world class
stage to test ourselves
against formidable inter-
national competition,”
said Prajwal. The event
was upgraded last year
to an ATP Challenger
125 level, and the Benga-
luru Open now features
a prize purse of USD
225,000 and awards 125
ATP ranking points to
the singles champion.
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Arsenal delivered a
commanding sec-
ond-half performance
to secure year-end
Premier League
supremacy at Emir-
ates Stadium.

LONDON: Arsenal
ensured they will end
the year at the summit
of the Premier League
with an emphatic 4-1
victory over Aston
Villa, producing a state-
ment performance
that reinforced their
title ambitions. All four
Arsenal goals arrived
after the break, trans-
forming a tense contest
into a dominant dis-
play of attacking depth
and control. After a
cagey first half, Arsenal

| TITLE STATEMENT WIN |

Arsenal dominate Villa,
finish year League leaders

exploded into life early in
the second period. Cen-
tre-back Gabriel Magal-
hdes opened the scoring
with a close-range header
from a corner, once again
underlining Arsenal’s set-
piece prowess. Midfielder
Martin Zubimendi dou-
bled the lead minutes later,
finishing calmly after cap-
tain Martin @degaard won
possession and slipped a

perfectly weighted pass
behind Villa’s defence.
The hosts continued to
press relentlessly, and
winger Leandro Trossard
curled in a superb third
goal from the edge of the
box in the 69th minute.
Arsenal’s depth was on
full display when substi-
tute Gabriel Jesus made an
immediate impact, scoring
within a minute of coming

FACTFILE

® Second-half surge
powers Arsenal

five points clear,
underlining title
credentials despite key
absences.

eShared scoring
strength shines

as Arteta’s side

overwhelms in-

form Aston Villa
convincingly.

on to finish a sweeping
counterattack and seal the
contest. The victory lifted
Arsenal five points clear
of Manchester City, who
still have a game in hand,
and six ahead of third-
placed Villa, who arrived
in London on an 11-match
winning streak across
competitions.

| FITNESS CONCERN RISES |

Shaheen injury clouds T20 World Cup return

Press Trust Of India

KARACHI: Pakistan’s
premier left-arm pacer
Shaheen Shah Afridi
will return home from
Australia after suffering
a knee injury during the
Big Bash League, raising
doubts over his avail-
ability for the upcoming
T20 World Cup in India
and Sri Lanka. The Paki-
stan Cricket Board has

e

I enjoyed playing for
Brisbane but recovery
comes first; I hope to
return stronger and
fully fit soon.

Shaheen Shah Afridi
Pakistan fast bowler

recalled Shaheen for
treatment and reha-
bilitation at the High

Performance Centre in
Lahore following the
injury sustained while

fielding for Brisbane

Heat.

The PCB took the deci-
sion after consultations
with Cricket Australia,
with initial assessments
indicating that the fast
bowler requires com-
plete rest. The severity of
the injury and recovery
timeline will be deter-
mined after detailed
medical evaluations in
Lahore. Shaheen had
earlier missed Pakistan’s
squad for the January

T20I series in Sri Lanka,
even before this setback.
The 24-year-old, who
endured a lengthy layoff
in 2021-22 following knee
surgery, struggled in his
first BBL stint, picking
up two wickets in four
matches. Expressing dis-
appointment, Shaheen
said he was saddened
to leave the tournament
early but hopeful of
returning stronger.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

SPIN-FUELLED DOMINANCE

Subrayen, Rossouw orchestrate Super
Kings’ emphatic bonus-point win

DURBAN: Prenelan Subrayen and
Rilee Rossouw combined brilliantly
as Joburg Super Kings sealed a com-
manding six-wicket bonus-point
victory over Durban’s Super Giants
in the SA20. Subrayen, opening the
bowling against his former fran-
chise, delivered a decisive spell of
3/16, ripping through DSG’s top
order and reducing them to 21/3
inside the Powerplay. Devon Con-

way, Kane Williamson and Jos But-
tler all fell cheaply as DSG collapsed
to 86 all out. Chasing, JSK stumbled
early but Rossouw, riding his luck
after two reprieves, struck a flu-
ent 43 with five boundaries and a
six. Donovan Ferreira finished the
chase in style as JSK cruised home
inside 12.2 overs, climbing to sec-
ond on the table behind Sunrisers
Eastern Cape. PTI

FINAL-BOUND DOMINANCE

Gous unbeaten century powers Desert
Vipers into third ILT20 final

ABU DHABI: Andries Gous produced
a historic unbeaten century to pro-
pel Desert Vipers into the ILT20
final with a commanding 45-run win
over MI Emirates in Qualifier 1. Gous
smashed 120 not out off 58 balls,
becoming the first centurion of the
season and the highest individual

scorer in league history. His 157-run
opening stand with Fakhar Zaman
(69 off 50) laid the platform, before
Sam Curran’s late blitz pushed the
Vipers to a season-high 233 for one.
In reply, Tom Banton’s brisk 63 briefly
threatened, but debutant Usman
Tariq’s 3/33 broke the chase. PTI

INDIAN DOMINANCE RECOGNISED

Gill, Rahul, Bumrah headline Cricket
Australia’s best Test XI of the year

MELBOURNE: Indian cricket enjoyed a
strong endorsement as Shubman Gill,
KL Rahul and Jasprit Bumrah were
named in Cricket Australia’s Best Test
XI of the year, with Ravindra Jadeja
selected as 12th man. Gill’s outstanding
captaincy debut and prolific run-scor-
ing headlined India’s four inclusions,
while Rahul’s consistency in England
and Bumrah’s match-winning spells

sealed their spots. Gill topped India’s
charts with 983 runs in nine Tests,
including a historic double century in
England. South Africa skipper Temba
Bavuma earned selection after lead-
ing his side to World Test Champi-
onship glory. Australia also had four
players, reflecting their strong overall
year, while England and South Africa
claimed two spots each. PTI

INSPIRATION ON TRACK
Olympic champion Andre De Grasse named
ambassador for Tata Mumbai Marathon

MUMBAI: Two-time Olympic gold
medallist sprinter Andre De
Grasse was on Wednesday named
the international event ambassa-
dor for the 21st edition of the Tata
Mumbai Marathon, set to take
place here on January 18. A seven-
time Olympic medallist, De Grasse
brings star power and inspiration
to the World Athletics Gold Label
Race. Known for his explosive fin-
ishes and calm under pressure, the
Canadian sprinter’s journey—from
discovering sprinting in borrowed
spikes to conquering the Olympic
stage—continues to motivate ath-
letes worldwide. De Grasse won
the 200m gold at Tokyo 2020 and
the 4x100m relay gold at Paris
2024. Calling the marathon a cel-
ebration of resilience and unity,
he said the event reflects sport’s

power to inspire people of all abil-
ities to pursue their goals. PTI
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Sarfaraz blitz powers
Mumbali victory

A brutal batting display lit up Jaipur as Sarfaraz Khan’s record-breaking knock
powered Mumbai to a commanding victory in the Vijay Hazare Trophy.
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Mumbai piled up 444 runs
and sealed their fourth
straight group victory,
tightening grip on quar-
ter-final qualification.

JAIPUR: Sarfaraz Khan
signed off 2025 in spectac-
ular fashion, hammering
a sensational 157 off just
75 balls to guide Mumbai
to an emphatic 87-run
win over Goa in a Group
C Vijay Hazare Trophy
match on Wednesday.
His innings, studded with
nine fours and 14 towering
sixes, included a 56-ball
century, his third in List A
cricket. Mumbai posted a
massive 444 for eight, rid-
ing on late fireworks from
Musheer Khan, Hardik
Tamore, Shams Mulani,
Tanush Kotian and skipper
Shardul Thakur. Sarfaraz
took particular liking to
spinners Lalit Yadav and
Darshan Misal, clearing
the ropes repeatedly. In
reply, Goa were always
behind the asking rate
despite half-centuries from
Lalit Yadav and Deepraj
Gaonkar, and a century by
Abhinav Tejrana. Shardul
Thakur’s disciplined spell
ensured Mumbai’s domi-
nance continued.

Chhattisgarh Thrash Sikkim by 229

JAIPUR: In a one-sided contest of the Senior Men’s
Vijay Hazare One Day Trophy 2025, Chhattisgarh
crushed Sikkim by 229 runs at Jaipur on Decem-
ber 31. After Sikkim won the toss and chose to field,
Chhattisgarh piled up a massive 355 for three in their
50 overs. Vikalp Tiwari starred with a blistering
unbeaten 112 off just 57 balls, registering his maiden
century of the tournament with nine fours and six
sixes. Ayush Pandey (86) and skipper Amandeep
Khare (83 not out) provided strokng support, while
Mayank Verma added 36. Chasing 356, Sikkim col-
lapsed to 126 in 34 overs despite Gurinder Singh’s 47
and Palzor’s 43. Debutant Dev Aditya Singh and Ajay
Mandal claimed four wickets each.

Pant falters as Delhi lose big

ALUR: Delhi’s unbeaten run in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy ended abruptly as Odisha handed them a
comprehensive 79-run defeat in a fourth-round
Group D match on Wednesday. Chasing a man-
ageable 272, Delhi’s batting collapsed to 193 in 43.3
overs, with skipper Rishabh Pant managing only
24. Pacers Debabrata Pradhan (3/28) and Sam-
bit Baral (3/34) triggered the slide after Odisha
posted 272 for eight, built around Biplab Saman-
tray’s 72. Delhi slumped to 55 for five after losing
both openers cheaply, and despite resistance from
Harsh Tyagi (43) and Hrithik Shokeen (32), recovery
proved impossible. Odisha moved atop the table on

better net run rate.

Afghanistan recall

Naveen, Naib for T20
World Cup; Rashid to lead

Press Trust Of India

Afghanistan recalled
key players as Rashid
Khan leads a balanced
squad for the upcom-
ing T20 World Cup.

KABUL: Afghanistan
on Wednesday recalled
pacer Naveen-ul-Haq and
all-rounder Gulbadin
Naib in a 15-member
squad for the T20 World
Cup to be held across
India and Sri Lanka from

February 7.
Star spinner Rashid
Khan will continue

to lead the side, with
Ibrahim Zadran named as
his deputy.

Naveen returns after
recovering from a shoul-
der injury. He last fea-
tured in an international
match in December 2024.

Naib, meanwhile, was
left out of Afghanistan’s
white-ball tour of Bangla-
desh in October as was
the experienced left-arm
pacer Fazalhaq Farooqi,
who has also been
included in the squad.

“We had good discus-
sions over the past few
days and finalized the
squad. Gulbadin Naib is a
big-match player, and his
return boosts our team.
We are also pleased to
have Naveen Ul Haq back,
which enhances the qual-
ity of our fast bowling,”
chief selector Ahmad
Shah Sulimankhil said.

The squad also fea-

FACTS

Naveen-ul-Haq
and Gulbadin Naib
return, strengthening
Afghanistan’s pace and
all-round depth.

Afghanistan grouped
with New Zealand,
South Africa, UAE and
Canada; open campaign
in Chennai.

tures off-spinner Mujeeb
Ur Rahman. His inclusion
has pushed mystery spin-
ner AM Ghazanfar to the
reserves.

Afghanistan  enjoyed

their best-ever run in an
ICC event at the previous
edition of the T20 World
Cup in 2024, where they
reached the semifinals.

This time, they have
been drawn in a group
alongside New Zealand,
South Africa, the United
Arab Emirates and Can-
ada.

Afghanistan will open
their campaign against
New Zealand on Febru-
ary 8 in Chennai.

The same squad will
also play a three-match
T20I series against the
West Indies in the UAE
ahead of the World Cup,
starting January 19.

Press Trust Of India

Lens and PSG restart
Ligue 1 with Marseille
closely watching any
slip-ups.

PARIS: Lens start the new
year one point clear of
defending champions Paris
Saint-Germain as Ligue 1
resumes with a far tighter
title race than recent sea-
sons. PSG, dominant win-
ners in recent campaigns,
have already dropped points
through defeats and draws,

LIGUE 1 RACE

Lens and PSG resume Ligue 1 title
battle with Marseille waiting to pounce

keeping the chase alive. Lens

travel to Toulouse on Friday,

while PSG host Paris FC on
Sunday in the capital’s first

intercity derby since 1990.
Third-placed Marseille could
benefit from any stumble
when they host Nantes. Else-
where, Monaco face Lyon
in a crucial clash between
inconsistent rivals, while
Nice look to stabilise after
a coaching change under
Claude Puel. Lyon mid-
fielder Pavel Sulc and loanee
Endrick remain players to
watch. PSG will miss Achraf
Hakimi and Ibrahim Mbaye
due to AFCON duties, adding
intrigue to an increasingly
competitive title battle.
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Brazil legend Roberto
Carlos is recovering
after successful heart
surgery while vaca-
tioning at home.

MADRID: Former Brazil
and Real Madrid defender
Roberto Carlos has under-
gone surgery to address
a heartrelated issue,
according to Spanish
sports daily Diario AS.
The 52-year-old, currently

HEART SURGERY

Roberto Carlos undergoes
heart surgery, condition stable

a Madrid ambassador, was

on holiday in Brazil when

medical tests detected a
heart dysfunction. Ini-
tially seeking treatment
for a minor blood clot in
his leg, a full-body MRI
revealed the underlying
cardiac problem. Doctors
decided to insert a cath-
eter during a procedure
that was expected to be
brief but lasted nearly
three hours due to com-
plications. The surgery
was ultimately successful,
and Carlos is reported to
be out of danger.

Packed calendar.,

Press Trust of India

Three cricket World
Cups, Asian Games,
and global champi-
onships make 2026
a decisive year for
Indian sport.

NEW DELHI: Exciting,
demanding, and laden
with consequence, 2026
is set to be one of the most
intense years in Indian
sport. With world titles
on offer, Olympic qualifi-
cation pathways opening
for the 2028 Los Angeles
Games, and several mar-
quee events hosted on
home soil, the year will
stretch athletes, adminis-
trators, and fans alike.
January-March: Cricket
leads the charge
The year begins with
cricket firmly in the spot-
light. Three World Cups
in the opening quarter
ensure that the nation’s
favourite sport dominates
attention. The Under-19
50-over World Cup in Zim-
babwe and Namibia from
mid-January will showcase
the next generation, with
teenagers aiming to follow

the path once taken by
icons like Virat Kohli.
Almost  immediately
after, the senior men
begin their T20 World
Cup title defence at home,
with a few matches also
scheduled in Sri Lanka.
The tournament, running
from February to early
March, will test squad
depth and adaptability in
familiar conditions.
Beyond cricket, the
Australian Open tennis
championships  retain
their traditional Janu-
ary slot, though Indian
expectations remain
modest. Badminton,
however, regains focus in
March at the All England
Championships, where a
fit-again P V Sindhu will
lead India’s rebuilding
effort after a disappoint-
ing previous season.
Football fans, too, have
reason for optimism as
India feature in the AFC
Women’s Asian Cup in
Australia, marking a sig-
nificant return to conti-
nental prominence.
April-June: Multi-sport
momentum
The second quarter

broadens the sporting
canvas. Chess takes cen-
tre stage with the Can-
didates Tournament
in Cyprus, which will
decide the challenger to
reigning world champion
D Gukesh. Alongside,
the Asian Boxing Cham-
pionships and the Asian
Weightlifting  Champi-
onships in Ahmedabad
underline India’s grow-
ing stature as a host
nation.

Badminton’s Thomas
and Uber Cup, world
team table tennis cham-
pionships in London,
and a highly anticipated
women’s T20 World Cup
in June add further inten-
sity. Led by Harmanpreet
Kaur, the women’s cricket
team will aim to extend

their dominance after
their ODI World Cup tri-
umph.

Athletics also gathers
pace with the Diamond
League circuit. All eyes
will be on Neeraj Chopra,
whose performances will
set the tone ahead of
major multi-sport events.

Internationally, the
French Open, Wimble-
[ N ) [ )

don, and the FIFA World
Cup in North America
ensure global sporting
engagement.
July-September: Medals
and Olympic pathways
A trimmed-down
Commonwealth Games

from late July brings
mixed emotions. While
athletics, boxing, and

weightlifting remain, the
absence of shooting and
wrestling reduces India’s

traditional medal ave-
nues.
August, however,

offers redemption. India
hosts the World Bad-
minton Championships
in Delhi, reinforcing its
ambition to stage elite
global events. Simul-
taneously, the Hockey
World Cup in Europe and
a World Athletics Con-
tinental Tour event in
Bhubaneswar elevate the

country’s international
profile.
September marks

the competitive peak
with the Asian Games
in Japan. Beyond med-
als, the Games -carry
immense Olympic sig-
nificance, with direct

high stakes for India in 2026

qualification spots avail-
able in disciplines like
hockey and shooting.
The Chess Olympiad
in Tashkent, following
India’s historic double
gold in 2025, adds fur-
ther prestige.
October-December: Cham-
pionships and finales
The year’s final quar-
ter sustains momentum
with the World Wrestling
Championships in Bah-
rain, World Weightlifting
Championships in China,
and the ISSF World
Championship in Doha,
where Olympic quotas
will again be at stake.
December culminates
with the World Chess
Championship, the ulti-
mate intellectual show-
down, as India’s recent
rise in the sport contin-
ues to command global
respect.
Awaited announcements
Some dates remain
unconfirmed, including
Neeraj Chopra’s NC Clas-
sic and the World Boxing
Cups. Yet even without
these details, one thing is
clear: 2026 will be relent-
less.
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“Finland is prepared
for security challenges
of various Kkinds, and
we respond to them as
necessary.”

Alexander Stubb
Finnish President

Auckland kicks off 2026
celebrations with fireworks

Auckland became the first major city to welcome 2026, launching 3,500
fireworks from the Sky Tower, though rainy weather led to the cancellation of
smaller community events across the North Island.
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WELLINGTON:  Auckland
rang in 2026 with a down-
town fireworks display
launched from New Zea-
land’s tallest structure,
Sky Tower, making it the
first major city to greet
the new year at a celebra-
tion dampened by rain.

South Pacific countries
are the first to bid farewell
to 2025. Clocks strike mid-
night in Auckland, a pop-
ulation of 1.7 million, 18
hours before the famous
ball drops in New York’s
Times Square.

The five-minute display
involved 3,500 fireworks
launched from various
floors of the 240-metre
Sky Tower. Smaller com-
munity events were can-
celled across New Zea-
land’s North Island on
Wednesday due to fore-
casts of rain and possible
thunderstorms.

Australia’s east coast
welcomes 2026 two hours
after New Zealand, but
in Sydney, the country’s
largest city, celebrations
will be held under the
pall of Australia’s worst
mass shooting in almost
30 years. Two gunmen
targeted a Hannukah cel-
ebration at Bondi Beach
on December 14, killing 15
and wounding 40.

A heavy police pres-
ence monitored the thou-
sands who thronged to
the downtown waterfront

Fireworks burst over the Sydney Harbour Bridge as New Year's celebrations begin in Sydney, Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2025. | Photo: AP

on Wednesday to watch
a fireworks show centred
on the Sydney Harbor
Bridge. Many officers
openly carried rapid-fire
rifles, in a first for the
annual event.

An hour before mid-
night, the massacre vic-
tims will be commemo-
rated with one minute of
silence while images of a
menorah are projected

HIGHLIGHT

® While celebrations
continued on the
Sydney Harbour
Bridge, the city marked
the new year with a
minute of silence and
menorah projections to
honor the 15 victims of
the December 14 Bondi
Beach mass shooting.

on the bridge pylons. The
crowd has been invited to
show their solidarity with
Australia’s Jewish com-
munity by shining their
phone torches across the
harbour. New South Wales
Premier Chris Minns
urged Sydney residents
not to stay away through
fear, saying extremists
would interpret smaller
crowds at New Year’s Eve

festivities as a victory.
“We can’t be in a situa-
tion where this horrible,
criminal, terrorist event
changes the way we live
in our beautiful Ccity,”
Minns told reporters on
Wednesday. “We have to
show defiance in the face
of this terrible crime and
say that we’re not going to
be cowered by this kind of
terrorism,” he added.

Sea of
humanity
pours in for
Khaleda Zia's
funeral

DHAKA: Tens of thou-
sands of mourners from
across Bangladesh con-
verged to pay their final
respects to three-time
prime minister Khaleda
Zia at the Manik Mia Ave-
nue in Dhaka on Wednes-
day. Zia, who dominated
Bangladesh’s politics for
decades, died on Tues-
day. Soon after the news
of the death of the Ban-

gladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) chairperson
spread, people from

all walks of life started
pouring in the capital
by buses, trains, or even
metro services, for her
funeral.

Scenes of deep sorrow
were visible with thou-
sands of mourners seen
weeping openly, said
state-run news agency
Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS).
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External Affairs
Minister S. Jaish-
ankar traveled to
Dhaka to represent
India at the funeral
of former PM
Khaleda Zia, deliv-
ering a personal
letter of condolence
from PM Narendra
Modi to her son,
Tarique Rahman.

DHAKA: External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Wednesday handed over
to Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP) leader
Tarique Rahman a let-
ter from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as thou-
sands of people bid fare-
well to former prime min-
ister Khaleda Zia at her
funeral.

Shortly after landing

| ZIA FUNERAL JAISHANKAR |

EAM Jaishankar hands over PM Modi’s
letter to BNP’s Tarique Rahman

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Bangladesh High Commissioner
to India Riaz Hamidullah during his visit for the funeral of former prime
minister Khaleda Zia, in Bangladesh. | Photo: PTI

in Dhaka, Jaishankar met
Rahman, the acting chair-
man of BNP and the eldest
son of Zia, and conveyed
India’s deepest condo-
lences over the death of
the iconic leader who
dominated the country’s
politics for over three
decades. The top BNP
leader died on Tuesday
following a prolonged ill-
ness. The external affairs

minister is representing
India at Zia’s funeral.
“Handed over to him
a personal letter from
Prime Minister @naren-
dramodi. Conveyed deep-
est condolences on behalf
of the Government and
people of India,” Jaishan-
kar said on social media.
“Expressed confidence
that Begum Khaleda Zia’s
vision and values will

FACTFILE

® Despite recent
“frosty” relations
between India and the
interim Bangladeshi
government,
Jaishankar expressed
confidence that Zia's
legacy would continue
to guide the bilateral
partnership.

guide the development of
our partnership,” he said.
On Tuesday, PM Modi
condoled Zia’s death and
recalled his meeting with
her during his visit to
Dhaka in 2015.

“Deeply saddened to
learn about the passing
away of former Prime
Minister and BNP Chair-
person Begum Khaleda
Zia in Dhaka. Our sincer-
est condolences to her
family and all the people
of Bangladesh.

| RUSSIA UKRAINE WAR |

Russian drones blast Ukraine’s Odesa,
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KYIV: Russian drones
blasted apartment build-
ings and the power grid
in the southern Ukraine
city of Odesa in an over-
night attack that injured
six people, including a
toddler and two other
children, officials said
Wednesday.

Four apartment build-
ings were damaged in the
bombardment, accord-

ing to regional military

administration head
Oleh Kiper. Power com-
pany DTEK said two of its
energy facilities suffered
significant damage. The
company said that 10 sub-

o0

“The overnight
Odesa strikes ‘are
further evidence
of the enemy’s
terror tactics,
which deliberately
target civilian
infrastructure.”

Oleh Kiper
Regional military
administration head

stations that distribute
electricity in the Odesa
region were damaged in
December alone.

Russia has this year
escalated its longrange
attacks on urban areas
of Ukraine. In recent
months, as Russia’s inva-
sion of its neighbour
approaches its four-year
milestone in February,
it has also intensified its
targeting of energy infra-
structure, seeking to
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deny Ukrainians heat and
running water in the bit-

ter winter months.
From  January to
November this year,

more than 2,300 Ukrain-
ian civilians were killed
and more than 11,000
were injured, the United
Nations said earlier this
month. That was 26 per
cent higher than in the
same period in 2024 and
70 per cent higher than in
2023, it said.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST
BULGARIA EURO
Bulgaria to become 21st country to join euro,
deepening EU ties despite fears

SOFIA: On New Year’s Day, Bulgaria
becomes the 21st country to join the
euro currency union, furthering its
integration into the European Union.
But the historic milestone arrives
amid political instability and scepti-
cism among ordinary people fuelled
by fears of price rises.

Supporters of switching to the euro
from the old currency, the lev, are
praising the move as one of the great-
est achievements since the 1989 tran-
sition from a Soviet-style economy to
democracy and free markets. They
hope it will make the country more
attractive for investors and strengthen
its orientation toward wealthier West-
ern Europe.

But many people are uneasy, in a

country where corruption is rife and
trust in the authorities is low. One fear
is that merchants will round prices
up or otherwise use the changeover
to worsen inflation, at a time when
inflation has rebounded to 3.7 per
cent. An EU Eurobarometer poll from
March showed that 53 per cent of 1,017
people surveyed opposed joining the
eurozone, while 45 per cent were in
favour.

A separate Eurobarometer poll,
taken between October 9 and Novem-
ber 3 on a similar sample, showed that
about half of Bulgarians opposed the
single currency while 42 per cent were
in favour. The margin of error was
about plus or minus 3.1 percentage
points for the March poll. PTI

TURKIYE ISLAMIC STATE

Turkiye detains 125
more ISIS suspects in
nationwide sweep

ANKARA : Turkish authorities on
Wednesday pressed ahead with
nationwide operations against sus-
pected Islamic State members,
detaining 125 people in simultane-
ous raids across 25 provinces.

In the past week, police have
taken hundreds of Islamic State
(IS) suspects into custody in
nationwide raids aimed at prevent-
ing possible attacks during Christ-
mas and New Year festivities.

Members of a suspected IS cell
opened fire on police carrying out
one such raid in the northwestern
province of Yalova on Monday. Six
IS suspects and three police offi-
cers were killed in the clash, while
eight other officers and a night
guard were wounded when secu-
rity forces stormed a house used
as a hideout.

Authorities said all of the mili-
tants were Turkish citizens. Inte-
rior Minister Ali Yerlikaya said
Wednesday’s raids were coordi-
nated by police and gendarmerie
forces and were carried out in
cities including Istanbul, Ankara,
Izmir, Bursa and Yalova. PTI

IRAN BANK GOVERNOR
Iran appoints new central

bank governor amid
currency crash and protests

TEHRAN: Iran on Wednesday appointed
a new governor to the central bank
after the former one resigned following
a record currency fall against the US
dollar that sparked large protests. The
plummeting of the rial, Iran’s currency,
sparked the largest protests in the coun-
try in three years, with rallies that began
Sunday and continued until Tuesday.

A report by the official IRNA news
agency said President Masoud Pezesh-
kian’s Cabinet appointed Abdolnasser
Hemmati, a former economics minister,
as new governor of the Central Bank of
the Islamic Republic of Iran. He replaces
Mohammad Reza Farzin, who resigned
on Monday. Experts say a 40 per cent
inflation rate led to public discontent.
The US dollar traded at 1.38 million rials
on Wednesday, compared to 430,000
when Farzin took office in 2022. Many
traders and shopkeepers closed their
businesses and took to the streets of
Tehran and other cities to protest.

The new governor’s agenda will
included a focus on controlling inflation
and strengthening the currency, as well
as addressing the mismanagement of
banks, the government’s spokeswoman
Fatemeh Mohajerani wrote on X. PTI

MALAYSIA PLANE SEARCH
Latest deep-sea search for missing Malaysia
Airlines Flight 370 gets underway

HANOI: A deep-sea search for Malaysia
Airlines Flight 370 began in the Indian
Ocean on Wednesday, reviving efforts
to solve one of aviation’s greatest mys-
teries more than a decade after the jet
vanished with 239 people on board.

Malaysia’s Transport Ministry said
Wednesday that a search vessel, the
Armada 86 05, arrived at a designated
search area with two autonomous
underwater vehicles. The location of
the search area was not disclosed in
the statement. It said the vessel had
prepared for the search in Fremantle
Port in Western Australia.

The government did not specifically
mention Ocean Infinity, the company
that helmed a previous search and had

long been slated to lead the new one.
But the craft that the government spec-
ified by number has been widely identi-
fied by maritime and aviation websites
as belonging to Ocean Infinity. Earlier
in December, the Malaysian govern-
ment said that the Texas-based marine
robotics firm would begin searching
targeted areas of the seabed under a
renewed “no-find, no-fee” agreement.
Ocean Infinity has confirmed it was
resuming the search for MH370 but
refused to comment further, citing the
“important and sensitive nature” of the
operation. Ocean Infinity previously
searched the seabed in 2018, under a
similar contract but found no trace of
the plane. PTI



