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MUMBAI: The num-
ber of automated 
teller machines (ATMs) 
declined moderately in 
FY25, with the increase in 
digitisation, a RBI report 
said on Monday. The 
number of bank branches 
increased by over 2 per 
cent on the back of net-
work expansion by the 
public sector banks, the 

report on Trend and 
Progress of Banking in 
India for FY25 said. The 
overall number of ATMs 
declined to 2,51,057 as 
of March 31, 2025, from 
2,53,417 in the year-ago 
period, driven down 
further by private-sec-
tor banks’ strategies, it 
indicated. Private sec-
tor banks’ ATM network 
declined to 77,117 from 
79,884 in the last year, 

while the public sector 
banks also had a decline 
to 1,33,544 from 1,34,694 
in the year-ago period, 
it said, adding that the 
decline was due to both 
groups shutting down 
offsite ATMs. “Increase in 

digitalisation of payments 
has reduced the custom-
ers’ requirement of trans-
acting with ATMs,” the 
report said. The indepen-

dently-run white label 
ATMs increased to 36,216 
from 34,602 in the year-
ago period. Public sector 
banks’ ATM distribution 
was evenly distributed 
between rural, semi-ur-
ban, urban and metro-
politan areas, while the 
private sector banks and 
foreign banks had a con-
centration in the urban 
and metropolitan areas in 
their ATM networks.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The defence 
ministry on Monday 
approved procurement 
of long range rockets, 
missiles, radar systems 
and military platforms 
worth Rs 79,000 crore 
to bolster the military’s 
combat prowess.

The Defence Acqui-
sition Council (DAC), 
chaired by Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
green-lighted the pro-
posals.

The DAC approved 
procurement of loiter 
munition systems for 
the Army’s artillery regi-
ments.

It also cleared acqui-
sition of low level light-
weight radars, long-
range guided rocket 
ammunition for Pinaka 
rocket system and inte-
grated drone detection 
and interdiction system 
(Mk-II) for the Indian 
Army, the defence minis-
try said. Loiter munition 
will be used for precision 

strike of tactical targets, 
whereas low level light-
weight radars will detect 
and track small size, low 
flying unmanned aerial 

systems, it said.
It said long range 

guided rockets are being 
procured to enhance the 
range and accuracy of 

Pinaka rocket systems 
for effective engagement 
of high value targets.

Integrated drone 
detection and interdic-
tion system (Mk-II) with 
enhanced range will pro-
tect the vital assets of the 
Indian Army in tactical 
battle area and hinter-
land.

For the Indian Navy, 
approval was accorded 

for procurement of high 
frequency software 
defined radios (HF SDR) 
Manpack and for leasing 
high altitude long range 
(HALE) remotely piloted 
aircraft system (RPAS).

The unspecified num-
ber of RPAS is being 
taken on lease for con-
tinuous intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnais-
sance over the Indian 
Ocean region, the minis-
try said.

For the Indian Air 
Force, approval was 
given for procurement of 
automatic take-off land-
ing recording system, 
Astra Mk-II missiles, full 
mission simulator and 
SPICE-1000 long range 
guidance kits, etc, it said.

“Induction of the 
automatic take-off land-
ing recording system will 
fill the gaps in the aero-
space safety environ-
ment by providing high 
definition all-weather 
automatic recording of 
landing and take-off,” the 
ministry said.

214 MM Pinaka Multiple Launcher Rocket System during the 75th Republic Day parade celebrations.

DAC, chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, green-lighted the proposals.

Auto system 
enhances flight 

safety.
Rajnath Singh 

Defence Minister

NUMBER

2,51,057
z  ATM count dropped 
to 2,51,057  
by March 2025.

|  RBI REPORT | 

‘ATM numbers dip in FY25 as digital payments rise’

Defence Ministry clears  
Rs 79K cr defence buys

HIGHLIGHT

z DAC approved 
procurement of loiter 
munition systems for 
the Army’s artillery 
regiments.
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Monday stayed 
the Delhi High Court 
order suspending the life 
sentence of expelled BJP 
leader Kuldeep Singh Sen-
gar in the 2017 Unnao rape 
case and said he shall not 
be released from custody.

A vacation bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justices J 
K Maheshwari and Augus-
tine George Masih, which 
was hearing the CBI’s plea 
challenging the high court 
order, said that substan-
tial questions of law have 
arisen in the matter that 
require consideration.

The apex court also 
issued notice to Sengar 
seeking his response 
within four weeks on the 
CBI’s plea. The bench said 
it was conscious of the 

fact that ordinarily when 
a convict or an under-trial 
was released on bail pur-
suant to an order passed 

by a trial court or the high 
court, such order shall not 
be stayed by it without 
hearing such person.

It noted that Sengar 
was also convicted and 
sentenced in a separate 
case and was still in cus-
tody in that matter.

“In the peculiar cir-
cumstances of the case, 
we stay the operation 
of the impugned order 
dated December 23, 
2025, passed by the high 
court. Consequently, the 
respondent (Sengar) shall 
not be released from cus-
tody pursuant to the said 
order,” the bench said.

The top court said var-
ious substantial questions 
of law have arisen for 
its consideration in the  
matter.

SC stays Sengar’s release, 
flags grave legal questions

|  U N N A O  R A P E  C A S E  |

Survivor in the Unnao rape case leaves from Supreme Court, in New Delhi.

FACTFILE

z SC issued notice to 
Sengar seeking his 
response within four 
weeks on the CBI’s plea.
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‘Elect a govt 
to expel 
infiltrators’
GUWAHATI:   Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah on Mon-
day exhorted the people 
of Assam to elect a govern-
ment in next year’s assem-
bly polls which will work 
against infiltration and in 
favour of development of 
the state. He accused the 
Congress of encouraging 
infiltration for the sake of 
‘vote bank’ politics, which 
led to a threat to the iden-
tity of the Assamese people 
from the illegal migrants. 
“It had been like a long 
bad dream for Assam till 
10 years ago. Bandhs, 
blockades, firings, bomb 
blasts were rampant. There 
were numerous insurgent 
groups, agitations were 
happening,” Shah said after 
inaugurating a 5,000-seat 
auditorium here, the larg-
est in the North East region. 
He claimed that Assam has 
made progress over the last 
10 years of BJP regime in 
the state, and 11 years of the 
Narendra Modi government 
at the Centre.

‘Won’t rest until he’s hanged’ 
The Unnao rape case survivor on Monday 

expressed satisfaction after the Supreme Court 
stayed a Delhi High Court order suspending the 
convict Kuldeep Sengar’s life sentence and said she 
has full faith in the justice system.

Aravalli definition row: 
SC stays its own order
NEW DELHI: The Supreme  
Court on Monday stayed 
its own order that 
accepted a new defini-
tion for the Aravalli hiils 
and ranges, and said a 
high-powered expert 
panel will be set up to 
resolve “critical ambi-
guities” and prevent 
any regulatory gaps that 
might undermine the 
ecological integrity of 
the world’s oldest moun-
tain system.

As the uniform defini-
tion of Aravallis sparked 
an outcry among envi-
ronmentalists, the court 
kept in abeyance its 

November 20 directions, 
saying there is a need to 
probe further whether 
the criteria of 100-metre 
elevation and the 500-
metre gap between hills 
will strip significant por-
tion of the ranges of eco-
logical protection. At the 
heart of the raging issue 
is what exactly consti-
tutes the hills and ranges 
in the Aravalli region, 
with environmentalists 
saying the restrictive 
100-metre definition 
increases the area open 
to mining and construc-
tion. The top court had 
earlier accepted the 

recommendations of a 
committee of the Minis-
try of Environment, For-
est and Climate Change 
on the definition of the 
Aravalli hills and ranges 
to protect the mountain 
system. 

The committee had 
recommended that “Ara-
valli Hill” be defined as 
any landform in desig-
nated Aravalli districts 
with an elevation of 100 
metres or more above 
its local relief, and an 
“Aravalli Range” will be a 
collection of two or more 
such hills within 500 
metres of each other.

Visitors walk along Heritage Street near the Golden Temple ahead of the New Year, in Amritsar. 

People visit Amritsar ahead of New Year
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RAIPUR: The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) con-
ducted raids on Monday 
morning in Raipur and 
Mahasamund in connec-
tion with the Bharat Mala 
Project compensation 
scam. The raids targeted 
the premises of Harmeet 
Khanooja, his associates, 
and related officials. A 
team of ED officers is cur-
rently examining docu-
ments at the locations.

According to reports, 
raids were conducted 
at approximately nine 
locations in Raipur and 
Mahasamund. A total of 
seven different ED teams 
carried out the simul-
taneous raids early this 
morning. ED officials 
are currently examining 
several important docu-

ments and digital devices 
at the sites.

According to sources, 
ED teams are searching 
the premises linked to 
Harmeet Khanooja, his 
associates, concerned 
government officials, and 

some landowners. Dur-
ing the operation, doc-
uments, digital records, 
and evidence related to 
transactions are being 
examined.

It is reported that a 
raid was conducted at 
the house of business-
man Jasbir Singh Bagga in 
Basant Colony, Mahasa-
mund. He is the owner of 
a Honda showroom. The 
ED team is examining 
documents at the busi-
nessman’s residence. The 
ED officials arrived in two 
vehicles.

Under the Bharat Mala 
project in Chhattisgarh, 
a 950 km road is being 
constructed from Rai-
pur to Visakhapatnam. 
The project includes a 
four-lane road from Rai-
pur to Visakhapatnam 
and a six-lane road from 

Durg to Arang. The gov-
ernment acquired land 
from several farmers for 
this road construction. 
Compensation was to be 
paid to them, but many 
farmers have still not 
received their compensa-
tion. Leader of the Oppo-
sition Charan Das Mahant 
raised this issue on the 
second day of the 2025 
Assembly budget session, 
after which an investiga-
tion into the matter was 
ordered.

It is being said that this 
raid is being conducted 
as part of an investiga-
tion into aspects related 
to money laundering 
and corruption. The ED’s 
action is currently under-
way, and further major 
revelations are expected 
in this case in the coming 
days.

ED raids 9 locations in 
Raipur, Mahasamund

A total of seven different ED teams carried out the simultaneous 
raids in connection with Bharatmala Project.
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BEST OF THE REST

Cong party has always 
safeguarded constitutional 

values and committed to 
strengthen the democratic roots 
and fight for rights of the poor.

Vikas Upadhyay
Ex-MLA Raipur (South)
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RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh’s 
tableau will be among 
the star attractions on 
New Delhi’s Kartavya 
Path during the upcom-
ing Republic Day celebra-
tions. This year’s tableau 
will present a striking 
depiction of the nation’s 
first digital museum ded-
icated to tribal freedom 
heroes. The Ministry of 
Defence’s expert commit-
tee has selected Chhat-
tisgarh’s tableau for the 
Republic Day main cere-

mony.
The digital museum 

was inaugurated in 
Nava Raipur Atal Nagar 
by Prime Minister  
Narendra Modi on the 
occasion of the silver 
jubilee of the formation 
of Chhattisgarh.

Congratulating the 

state on the selection 
of the tableau for the 
Republic Day celebra-
tions, Chief Minister 
Vishnu Deo Sai said that 
through Chhattisgarh’s 
tableau, citizens across 
the country will witness 
the unflinching patrio-
tism, unparalleled brav-

ery and the proud tradi-
tion of supreme sacrifice 
upheld by tribal commu-

nities for their principles. 
He described the selec-
tion as a moment of pride 
and excitement for the 
entire state.

Rohit Yadav, Secretary 
of the Public Relations 
Department, said that 
all states had submitted 
their tableau proposals to 
the Ministry of Defence. 
After an extensive and 
rigorous selection pro-
cess spanning nearly four 
months, tableaux from 
17 states have been final-
ized, including that of 
Chhattisgarh. 

|  STAR ATTRACTION AT KARTAVYA PATH | 

Chhattisgarh tableau selected for R-Day Parade

RAIPUR: In view of the upcoming New 
Year, and to prevent crimes, crack 
down on criminals, apprehend those 
selling liquor illegally, and maintain 
security and peace, under the instruc-
tions of Deputy Inspector General of 
Police and Senior Superintendent of 
Police Dr. Lal Umed Singh, a 25-mem-
ber team of the Anti-Crime and Cyber 
Unit, under the guidance of Additional 
Superintendent of Police Crime Sand-
eep Mittal and Deputy Superintendent 
of Police Crime Sanjay Singh, and led 
by In-charge Inspector Sachin Singh, 
conducted foot patrolling and surprise 
checks in various police station areas 
of Raipur, including Devaradera and 
BSUP Colony. 

During checking in Gandhi Nagar, 
Kali Bari under Kotwali police station 
area, the Anti-Crime and Cyber Unit 
team arrested Ravi Sahu, son of late 
Raju Sahu, age 42 years, resident of 

Gandhi Nagar, Raipur, a fugitive and 
history-sheeter from Kotwali police 
station, and seized 94 pouches of ille-
gally possessed English liquor worth 
Rs 12,200/- from him. A case has been 
registered against the accused under 
crime number 358/25, Section 34(2) 
of the Excise Act at Kotwali police 
station. Accused Ravi Sahu was also 
absconding in crime number 352/25 
under Section 34(2) of the Excise Act 
and Section 6 of the Chhattisgarh Gam-
bling Prohibition Act 2022; his arrest is 
also being processed in this case.

DANTEWADA: Chief Minister Vishnu 
Deo Sai today released the book 
“Gajrath Yatra-2025” at his residence, 
Bagia. This book comprehensively 
covers the classification of elephant 
movement areas and sensitive zones 
in Jashpur district, awareness cam-
paigns being conducted at the school 
level, the establishment of the Ele-
phant Information and Control Room, 
technical initiatives for human-ele-
phant conflict management, Animal 
Tracker app training, and the expan-
sion and achievements of the Gajrath 
Yatra throughout the district.

On this occasion, the Chief Minister 
honoured six forest personnel with 
certificates for their remarkable work 

in reducing human-elephant conflict 
and raising public awareness. These 
included Forest Guard Umesh Pain-
kra, Forest Ranger Durgesh Nandan 
Sai, and RRT members Mahattam Ram 
Soni, Ganesh Ram, and Ravishankar 
Painkra, and Phool Singh Sidar from 
the Elephant Friends Group.

BALRAMPUR: The district police have 
taken major action against drug traf-
ficking. A truck loaded with ganja 
worth Rs 6 crore has been intercepted. 
The accused were transporting the 
narcotics from Odisha to Rajasthan. 
Police have arrested three interstate 
smugglers. The operation was carried 
out in the Basantpur police station 
area. According to information, based 
on a tip-off, truck number RJ 32 GE 
0960 was stopped in a border area 
on the night of December 28. During 
the search, 40 packets of ganja were 
recovered from under the coconut 
husks loaded in the truck. 

The total weight of the seized ganja 
is 1198.460 kilograms, and its esti-
mated value is approximately Rs 5.99 
crore. The truck used in the smug-
gling is valued at approximately Rs 25 
lakh. The arrested individuals, Amr-
ish Kumar (23 years old) and Manish 
Kumar (20 years old), are residents of 

Uttar Pradesh. 
Police have registered a case 

against the accused under crime num-
ber 228/2025, Section 20(b)(ii)(C) of 
the NDPS Act, and sent them to judi-
cial custody. SP (Superintendent of 
Police) Vaibhav Banker’s statement: 
Based on a tip-off, an investigation 
was conducted into the illegal smug-
gling of Ganja in a truck.  Ganja worth 
approximately Rs 6 crore at market 
value has been seized, and a thorough 
investigation will be conducted in this 
entire case.

RAIPUR: On January 1st, the founda-
tion stone laying ceremony of the 
Bhoramdev Tourism Corridor, which 
will give a new direction to the tour-
ism development of Chhattisgarh, is 
going to be held. This project, being 
built at a cost of approximately Rs. 
146 crore, is being initiated by Dep-
uty Chief Minister Shri Vijay Sharma 
and the foundation stone will be 
laid by Union Tourism Minister Shri 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Chief 
Minister Shri Vishnudev Sai.

To review the preparations for the 
event, Deputy Chief Minister Shri 
Vijay Sharma inspected the program 
venue at the Bhoramdev temple com-
plex today. He held a review meet-
ing with public representatives and 
officials, took detailed information 
about the preparations, and gave 
necessary instructions. Deputy Chief 
Minister Shri Sharma instructed that 
the main stage and seating arrange-
ments, seating arrangements for 
the public, security arrangements, 

traffic, parking, drinking water, and 
all other necessary arrangements 
related to the event should be com-
pleted on time. During this time, 
District Panchayat President Ishwari 
Sahu, District Panchayat Vice Presi-
dent  Kailash Chandravanshi, Chair-
man Dr. Virendra Sahu, Collector 
Gopal Verma, ASP Pushpendra Singh 
Baghel, ADM Vinay Poyam, and other 
public representatives and officials 
were present.

Four accused nabbed in illicit sale of liquor 
including history-sheeter Ravi Sahu

CM Sai releases book ‘Gajrath Yatra-2025’,  
honours six forest personnel

Ganja worth Rs 6 crore seized from a truck  
carrying coconut husks, two nabbed

Dy CM Vijay Sharma reviews preparations  
and gave instructions to the officials

POLICE RAIDS IN KOTWALI, TELIBANDHA

BOOK RELEASES

GANJA SEIZED FROM COCONUT HUSKS

FOUNDATION STONE FOR BHORAMDEV TOURISM CORRIDOR

One killed, 
another 
injured as bus 
hits a bike
RAIPUR: A horrific road 
accident occurred in 
Nava Raipur. A speed-
ing bus hit a motorcy-
cle, killing one person 
on the spot, while his 
brother-in-law was seri-
ously injured. The two 
were on their way to 
attend an event. The 
incident took place in 
the Upparwara Chowki 
area under the Rakhi 
police station in Raipur 
district. 

According to the 
information received, 
Teerath Sonwani, a res-
ident of Charoda village 
in the Fingeshwar area, 
was going to Khapri 
with his brother-in-law 
Gautam Ratre to attend 
a family function. They 
had just reached near 
Balco Hospital in Nava 
Raipur when a speeding 
bus hit their motorcy-
cle. The collision was so 
severe that both fell off 
the bike. 

The bus ran over 
Teerath Sonwani, 
crushing his head, and 
he died on the spot. 
Gautam Ratre was seri-
ously injured and was 
immediately admit-
ted to the hospital for  
treatment. Upon receiv-
ing information about 
the incident, the police 
reached the spot, took 
the body into custody, 
and sent it for post-mor-
tem. The police con-
ducted the inquest pro-
ceedings on Monday, 
and after the post-mor-
tem, the body was 
handed over to the fam-
ily members.

This tableau is not 
merely a display, 

but a symbol 
of the nation’s 
gratitude and 
respect for the 
contribution of 
tribal society.

Vishnu Deo Sai 
CM Ch’garh

FACTFILE

z According to sources, 
ED teams are searching 
the premises linked 
to Harmeet Khanooja, 
his associates and 
Jasbir Singh Bagga in 
Mahasamund.

z It is being said that 
this raid is being 
conducted as part of 
an investigation into 
aspects related to 
money laundering and 
corruption.

Central Chronicle News

(CEOF) staged a 
powerful protest 
across the state 
regarding the inter-
ests of employees 
in support of their 
11-point demand.

RAIPUR: The Chhattis-
garh Employees and 
Officers Federation 
(CEOF) staged a pow-
erful protest across the 
state regarding the inter-
ests of employees. There 
was widespread discon-
tent among employees 
regarding the state gov-
ernment’s “Modi’s Guar-
antee” scheme, resulting 
in silence in government 
offices across the state, 
from Indravati Bhavan 
to other offices. Most 
schools remained closed. 
Employees of urban 

local bodies took leave 
and participated in the 
impactful protest. Teach-
ers and employees in the 
state’s universities also 
took leave to support the 
Federation’s movement. 
Officers and employees in 
the offices of department 
heads, corporations, 

boards, etc., in Nava 
Raipur are observing a 
complete work stoppage 
in support of the move-
ment. The strike caused 
difficulties for senior 
officials in reaching gov-
ernment offices in Nava 
Raipur.

Under the guidance 
of Chhattisgarh Employ-
ees and Officers Feder-
ation’s provincial con-
vener Kamal Verma 
and divisional in-charge 
Chandrashekhar Tiwari, 
there was considerable 
enthusiasm for the work 
stoppage movement in 
Raipur. 

|  C E O F  S T R I K E  |

Offices wear deserted looks, 
schools remain closedCentral Chronicle News

A history-sheeter 
was nabbed with 
1 kg 977 grams of 
cannabis worth  
Rs 98,850.

RAIPUR: Under the spe-
cial campaign “Opera-
tion Nishchay” being run 
under the guidance of IG 
Amresh Mishra and SSP 
Dr. Lal Umed Singh for 
effective action against 
drugs, instructions have 
been given to prevent 
drug trafficking and to 
identify and take action 
against people involved 
in their illegal purchase 
and sale. 

In this connection, the 
Anti-Crime and Cyber 
Unit team received infor-
mation that a person on 
a two-wheeler near the 
immersion pond in Rai-
pur, under the DD Nagar 
police station area, was 

carrying ganja and was 
trying to sell it. Upon this, 
senior officers directed 
the in-charge of the Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit and 
the Station House Officer 
of DD Nagar to locate and 
apprehend the accused 
with the ganja. Under the 
direction of senior officers, 
a joint team of the Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit and 
DD Nagar police went to 
the said location and iden-
tified the person matching 
the description and vehi-
cle given by the informant. 
When they tried to talk to 
him, he started running, 
but he was surrounded 
and caught. 

History-sheeter  nabbed 
in Ganja supply network

FACTFILE

z Similarly the strike 
was held successfully in 
Durg, Bilaspur, Bastar 
region and Surguja 
division and all the 
offices remained closed 
with no work.

FACTFILE

z The history-sheeter 
nabbed is one against 
whom approximately 
two dozen cases have 
been registered at DD 
Nagar Police Station.
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Rising Stars shine at 25th 
Chhattisgarh Tennis Tournament
 Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Raipur witnessed 
a grand showcase of ath-
letic talent as the 25th 
Chhattisgarh State Ranking 
Tennis Tournament 2025 
drew to a successful close 
on December 26. Orga-
nized under the aegis of 
the Chhattisgarh State Ten-
nis Association, the week-
long event, which began 
on December 20, brought 
together the finest play-
ers from across the state’s 
various districts for a high-
stakes display of skill and 
sportsmanship.

The concluding day 
was marked by a presti-
gious award ceremony 
attended by notable dig-
nitaries. Guru Narayan 
Pradhan, DSP at the Police 
Headquarters in Raipur, 
graced the occasion as the 
chief guest, while Mukesh 
Pillai attended as a special 
guest. General Secretary 
Gurucharan Singh Hora 
highlighted the tourna-
ment’s success, noting the 
vital roles played by Chief 
Referee Nikhil Marathe 

and Tournament Direc-
tor Tushar Mandlekar in 
ensuring a seamless com-
petition.

The championships 
featured a wide range of 
categories, from youth 
divisions to veteran brack-
ets, underscoring the 
growing popularity of ten-
nis in the region. Among 
the standout performers 
was Emon Bhatt, who 
claimed double glory by 
winning both the Under 
18 Boys and the Men’s 
Singles titles. In the Wom-
en’s Singles category, Isha 
Sharma emerged victori-
ous, defeating Divya Jyoti 
Sahu in a spirited final.

The youth categories 
saw intense competition, 
with Vanya Pundir win-

ning the Under 12 Girls 
title and finishing as run-
ner-up in the Under 14 cat-
egory, where Janhvi Shaw 
took the top spot. Ved 
Thakkar showed similar 
consistency, winning the 
Under 12 Boys title and 
securing the runner-up 
position in the Under 14 
Boys division, which was 
won by Eklavya Singh Raj-
put. Other notable win-
ners included Ariz Khan 
in Under 16 Boys and Tan-
ishka Bhatnagar in Under 
18 Girls.

UP, Jharkhand archers 
dominate National Junior 
Championships 
Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The 45th NTPC 
National Junior Archery 
Championship is head-
ing toward a grand finale 
at the Swami Viveka-
nanda Athletic Stadium 
in Raipur. Running from 
December 22 to 30, the 
prestigious event has 
brought together over 
1,000 young archers from 
across India to compete 
in Recurve, Compound, 
and Indian Round cate-
gories. Monday marked 
the opening of the Indian 
Round, where archers 
from Uttar Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, and Assam 
showcased exceptional 
precision. In the men’s 
40-meter category, Shub-
ham from Uttar Pradesh 
took the top spot with an 
impressive 351 points out 
of 360, followed by Assa-
m’s Shyam Kanu Rabha 
and UP’s Manish. Shub-
ham maintained his dom-
inance in the 30-meter 
distance, while Ranvijay 
Yadav of UP and Chan-

dramohan Soren of Jhark-
hand secured the remain-
ing podium spots.

The women’s division 
saw equally fierce com-
petition. Vedakshi Tomar 
of Uttar Pradesh led the 
40-meter round with 333 
points, closely followed 
by Jharkhand’s Baby 
Kumari and Lakshmi 
Kumari. In the 30-meter 
distance, Rajasthan’s 
Pratibha Kandara surged 
to the top, while Himani 
Basumatary of Assam and 
Baby Kumari delivered 
strong performances to 
stay in medal contention.

The championship 
will conclude tomorrow 
with the highly antici-
pated mixed team and 
individual elimination  
rounds. 
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RAIPUR: The Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 
(RMC) took stern action 
against sanitation neg-
ligence today, imposing 
a significant fine on the 
Moti Mahal hotel located 
along the Shastri Bazar 
main road. Following 
a series of public com-
plaints, the RMC head-
quarters health team 
joined forces with the 
Zone 4 health depart-
ment for a surprise 
inspection of the prem-
ises.

During the inspection, 
conducted under the 
guidance of Municipal 
Health Officer Dr. Tripti 
Panigrahi and per the 
instructions of Commis-
sioner Vishwadeep, offi-
cials found that the hotel 
was dumping waste on 
the main road. The team 

also discovered food 
waste and filth being dis-
carded directly into the 
public drains through the 
hotel’s outlet.

As a direct conse-
quence of these vio-
lations, a spot fine of 
10,000 rupees was issued 
to the hotel management. 

| FINE | 

Moti Mahal fined over sanitation violations
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RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Arun Sao recently pre-
sented a comprehensive 
progress report on the 
state’s urban administra-
tion and development 
over the past two years, 
marking a transformative 
period for Chhattisgarh’s 
cities. Speaking at a press 
conference at the Chhat-
tisgarh Samvad Audi-
torium in Nava Raipur, 
Sao detailed a roadmap 
aimed at modernizing 
infrastructure and ensur-
ing that the benefits of 
central and state schemes 
reach every urban house-
hold.

The centerpiece of this 
development strategy is 
the implementation of 
the Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana Urban 2.0. Sao 
announced that the state 
has set an ambitious tar-
get of constructing 1.32 
lakh houses across vari-
ous categories, including 
one lakh units under Ben-
eficiary Led Construc-
tion and 27,000 through 
Affordable Housing in 
Partnership. 

With over 24,000 
units already sanctioned 
and 5,351 currently under 
construction, the govern-
ment aims to approve an 
additional 50,000 houses 
by March 2026. This ini-
tiative is backed by a sub-
stantial mother allocation 
of 129.06 crore rupees 

already distributed to 
municipal bodies.

Reflecting on the 
state’s rapid urbaniza-
tion, the Deputy Chief 
Minister noted that 
Chhattisgarh’s urban 

population has surged 
to approximately 78.10 
lakh in 2025, a signifi-
cant rise from the 57.07 
lakh recorded in the 2011 
census. To manage this 
growth, the state oper-

ates 193 notified urban 
bodies, including 14 
municipal corporations 
and 56 municipalities. 
Sao emphasized that the 
governance of these bod-
ies is rooted in the 74th 
Constitutional Amend-
ment, ensuring local 
self-governance remains 
transparent and account-
able.

Deputy CM Sao outlines two-year 
urban development milestones

Focusing on the second phase of the Prime Minister’s Housing Scheme, Sao 
announced a target of 1.32 lakh new homes under PM Awas Yojana (Urban) 2.0.

FASTFACTS

z The veteran and 
doubles categories 
added to the excitement 
of the final days.

SANITATION

Cleanliness 
restored near 
 Raj Talkies 

RAIPUR:  The Raipur Munic-
ipal Corporation health 
department took swift 
action to resolve sanitation 
issues near Raj Talkies and 
Bhagat Sweets following 
reports of accumulated 
waste and clogged drains. 
Responding to a public com-
plaint, the Municipal Health 
Officer issued immediate 
directives to the concerned 
Zone Health Officer to clear 
the area.

In compliance with 
these instructions, a spe-
cialized cleaning team was 
deployed to the site. The 
team conducted a thorough 
cleaning of the drainage sys-
tem, ensuring the complete 
removal of all accumulated 
silt and debris. 

NEWSLINE

Innovation in sanitation and digital services also 
featured prominently in the report. Chhattisgarh 
continues to lead in national cleanliness rankings, 
with Belha and Bilaspur securing top honors in the 
Swachh Survekshan 2024-25. The state is also pio-
neering the establishment of Bio-CNG plants and 
regional sanitary landfills to manage solid waste 
effectively. Furthermore, the expansion of GIS-
based property tax portals to 53 urban bodies and 
the “More Sangwari” doorstep service delivery sys-
tem represent a significant leap toward a “Digital 
Chhattisgarh.”

Looking ahead, Sao outlined projects for the next 
three years, including the deployment of 240 elec-
tric buses under the PM e-Bus scheme and the com-
pletion of 33 “Nalanda Campus” high-tech libraries. 
Through these integrated efforts, the government 
aims to create modern, sustainable, and inclusive 
urban spaces that cater to the needs of the state’s 
growing population.

Roadmap for digital cities and green mobility

RMC Zone 9 
cracks down 
on abandoned 
vehicles

RAIPUR: The Raipur 
Municipal Corporation 
(RMC) launched a series 
of enforcement actions 
on Monday, targeting 
traffic obstructions and 
environmental violations 
along the Vidhan Sabha 
route. Acting under the 
orders of Municipal Com-
missioner Vishwadeep 
and the guidance of Zone 
9 Commissioner Anshul 
Sharma Senior, officials 
focused on clearing pub-
lic thoroughfares and 
ensuring compliance with 
urban construction rules.
In a coordinated effort 
with the traffic police, 
the Zone 9 Town Invest-
ment Department iden-
tified and seized two 
abandoned or “con-
demned” vehicles that 
were obstructing the flow 
of traffic on Vidhan Sabha 
Road. The operation 
was supervised on-site 
by Executive Engineer 
Sharad Dhruv, Assistant 
Engineer Syed Zoheb, 
and Sub-Engineer Atul 
Bansal.
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BHILAI: Bhilai Institute 
of Technology (BIT), 
Durg will organize a 
two day workshop on 
Hydrogen Energy from 
January 8–9, 2026, with 
a focus on renewable 
and sustainable energy 
solutions. The program 
is sponsored by the All 
India Council for Tech-
nical Education (AICTE), 
New Delhi, under the 
VAANI Scheme, and will 
be conducted in Hindi to 
encourage the use of local 
and regional languages in 
technical education.

The workshop is 
aligned with the National 
Hydrogen Mission of the 
Government of India and 
aims to highlight clean 
energy transition, green 
hydrogen technologies, 
and sustainability. Expert 
lectures will be delivered 
by professors from pre-
mier institutions includ-

ing IITs and NITs, offering 
participants insights into 
cutting edge research and 
applications in the field.

The initiative is being 
held under the patronage 
of Dr. S. K. Jaiswal, Princi-
pal of BIT Durg, with aca-
demic leadership from 
Dr. Shubhrata Nagpal, 
Head of the Mechanical 
Engineering Department. 
The program is coor-
dinated by Dr. Santosh 
Kumar Mishra, with Dr. 
Anil Kumar serving as Co 
Coordinator.

BMC commissioner 
conducts surprise 
inspection

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI:  BhilaiMunic-
ipal Commissioner 
Rajeev Kumar Pandey 
of Bhilai Municipal Cor-
poration carried out an 
intensive inspection of 
various development 
works in Zone 1, Nehru 
Nagar. During the visit, 
he reviewed newly com-
pleted cementing and 
asphalt road projects, as 
well as the condition of 
local ponds, gardens, and 
playgrounds. He directed 
officials to ensure quality 
standards and complete 
all works within stipu-
lated timelines.

The inspection began 
at Ward No. 6, Sanjay 
Nagar, where residents 
had long demanded 
improved road connec-
tivity. Responding to 
public interest, the Cor-
poration recently com-
pleted construction of a 
new asphalt road. While 
inspecting the site, the 
Commissioner remarked 

that the new road would 
free residents from 
dust and mud, ensuring 
smoother movement.

At Sanjay Nagar pond, 
Pandey observed that 
several checker tiles 
(pavers) around the 
pond had come loose. 
He instructed the Zone 
Commissioner to imme-
diately repair and reor-
ganize the tiles, and 
also emphasized main-
tenance of the central 
platform to enhance its 
appearance.

The Commissioner 
further visited Gulmo-
har Garden, where con-
struction of a shed near 
the community building 
is underway. He directed 
engineers to expedite 
completion of the shed 
and maintain regu-
lar cleanliness inside 
the garden. Inspecting 
the nearby badmin-
ton court, he ordered  
reinforcement of the 
chain link fencing to 
improve safety.

Central Chronicle News

The five-day event 
concluded with a 
message of social 
harmony, inspired 
by the teachings 
of Baba Guru 
Ghasidas.

BHILAI:  The five-day 
“Divya Hanumant Katha,” 
organized by the Seva 
Samarpan Sanstha at 
Jayanti Stadium, Bhilai, 
concluded on Monday 
with a massive surge of 
devotees and a profound 
call for social equality. 
Addressing the sea of 
followers on the final 
day, international story-
teller Pandit Dhirendra 
Krishna Shastri described 
Bhilai-Durg as a “won-
derful city” of faith. 
He explained the verse 
“Prabhu Charitra Sunibe 

Ko Rasiya, Ram Lakhan 
Sita Man Basiya,” stating 
that those who worship 
Hanuman, the “Sankat 
Mochan” of Kali Yuga, 
receive the collective 
grace of Lord Ram and 
Mata Sita, as the divine 

couple resides eternally 
in Hanuman’s heart.

The concluding day 
witnessed an outpour-
ing of faith, with thou-
sands carrying red cloths 
and coconuts to place 
their petitions (Arjis) at 
the BageshwarPeeth. 
The event was graced 
by high-profile leaders, 
including State BJP Pres-
ident Kiran Deo Singh, 
Cabinet Minister Tank 
Ram Verma, Rajesh 
Agrawal, Khushwant 
Saheb, and MLAs Amar 
Agrawal and Doman Lal 

Korsewada. Promoting 
the message of social har-
mony, Pt. Shastri invoked 
the philosophy of Baba 
Guru Ghasidas, “Mank-
heMankhe Ek Samaan” 
(All humans are equal). 
He drew parallels to how 
Lord Hanuman united all 
beings in the service of 
Lord Ram. He urged the 
youth to renounce addic-
tion, rise above caste dis-
crimination, and commit 
to serving the needy and 
the nation. The ceremony 
ended on a spiritual 
high with the recitation 
of the Hanuman Chalisa 
and the Guru Ghasidas 
Aarti, leaving an indelible 
mark on the twin cities. 
BJP National Vice-Presi-
dent Saroj Pandey, along 
with the convener of the 
Hanumant Katha, Rakesh 
Pandey, and several 
other prominent dignitar-
ies were present on the 
occasion.

|   H A N U M A N T  K AT H A  CO N C LU D E S   |

Devotion to Hanuman brings 
blessings of Ram and Sita: Shastri

BIT Durg to host 
two-day workshop 
on Hydrogen Energy

FASTFACTS
z Shastri described 
Bhilai-Durg as a 
“wonderful city” of faith.

z Thousands placed their 
petitions (Arjis) at the 
Bageshwar Peeth.

NEWSLINE
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BHILAI:  Emphasising 
workplace safety culture, 
the Blast Furnace Depart-
ment of SAIL–Bhilai Steel 
Plant (BSP) organised 
a Departmental Safety 
Week in its Blast Furnace 
area last week.

The programme 
was inaugurated by 
S.K. Agrawal, CGM 
(In-Charge–Safety), in 
the presence of Gujju 
Srinivas, GM (Blast Fur-
nace), Shantanu Mitra, 
N. Madhu, A.K. Paswan, 
R. Praveen, senior offi-

cers and employees. The 
inaugural session was 
conducted by Abhishek 
Singh, Departmental 
Safety Officer.

The concluding cer-
emony was graced by 
Tapas Dasgupta, CGM 
I/c (Iron), as Chief Guest. 
He stressed that at Bhilai 
Steel Plant, safety is as 
important as productiv-
ity. He highlighted hazard 
identification, risk assess-
ment, and audio-visual 
tools as effective means 
of communicating safety 
messages, especially 
to frontline workers. 

He urged employees to 
ensure mandatory use of 
safety gear.

On the first day, a 

Safety Quiz and Special 
Safety Quiz for Women 
Employees were held, 
with 60 women partic-

ipating. The women’s 
session was chaired by 
Dr. Usha, Medical Officer, 
NOHSC, with Philomena 

Ekka, Vasla, and Inder-
jit Kaur present. It was 
coordinated by Laxmi 
Devangan and the wom-
en’s team.

Day two featured an 
Extempore Speech Com-
petition with 15 partic-
ipants, chaired by S.K. 
Dukania, GM, and judged 
by Sunil Shukla, DSO. A 
Tool Box Talk Competi-
tion was also held with 
15 teams, chaired by 
Sameer Dobhal, AGM, 
and judged by Nimesh 
Gupta, DSO.

On the third day, 
a Safety Poster Com-

petition drew over 
70 entries, judged by 
Pushpa Ambrose and 
Anurag Pathak. Safety 
Slogan, Poem, and Skit 
competitions followed, 
with over 100 employ-
ees in poetry and seven 
teams in skits.

The Safety Week 
was organised under 
the guidance of Manoj 
Kumar, CGM. The vale-
dictory programme was 
conducted by Hemant 
Kumar Verma, AGM, 
with a vote of thanks 
by Vikas Nashine, GM 
(Safety–BF).

 | WORKPLACE SAFETY CULTURE  | 

BSP Blast Furnace Department observes Safety Week
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BHILAI: Guided by the 
state government’s 
farmer-centric policies, 
the paddy procurement 
process in Durg district 
has reached a new mile-
stone. As of December 29, 
the district has recorded 
the purchase of nearly 
2.69 lakh metric tonnes 
of paddy, worth over Rs 
63,749 lakh. 

The transition to a 
transparent digital system 
has resulted in more than 
50,718 farmers receiving 
their payments directly 
into their bank accounts 
within record time. The 
process has been signifi-

cantly simplified by the 
“Tuhar Token” mobile 
app, which is now avail-
able 24/7. This removes 
previous time restrictions, 
allowing farmers to gen-
erate tokens at their con-
venience. Additionally, 
the lifting of paddy from 
procurement centers has 
gained momentum, with 

65,765.98 metric tonnes 
already moved for mill-
ing, creating space for 
new arrivals. To ensure 
the integrity of the pro-
curement drive, thou-
sands of small-scale 
farmers have voluntarily 
surrendered their regis-
tered acreage after selling 
their yields. This proac-

tive step effectively blocks 
middlemen from using 
legitimate farmer cre-
dentials to offload illegal 
stock. With over 3.8 mil-
lion gunny bags currently 
available at centers, the 
district administration has 
ensured that every farmer 
can sell their produce 
without logistical delays.

Transparent policies drive 
record paddy procurement 
2,68,901.52 metric tonnes of paddy has been procured with direct online 

payments exceeding Rs 58,163 lakh disbursed to farmers.

A farmer selling paddy at a procurement centre.

Pt Shastri narrating the katha from Vyaspeeth.

FASTFACTS

z  25932 farmers 
surrendered 501.86 
hectares of land area.

z Farmers support 
to prevent illegal 
paddy recycling by 
middlemen.

Eleven 
suspects 
detained
BHILAI: In a proactive 
move to ensure public 
safety, the Bhilai Nagar 
Police have intensified 
surveillance and initi-
ated strict action against 
suspicious individuals 
during the ongoing Divya 
Shri Hanumant Katha. 
The high-profile event, 
featuring Pt Dhirendra 
Shastri, began on Decem-
ber 28, 2025, drawing 
massive crowds to the 
Sector-6 area. Under the 
direct guidance of Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Vijay Agrawal (IPS), 
dedicated police teams 
were deployed to prevent 
incidents of chain snatch-
ing, pickpocketing, and 
theft. During a security 
sweep of the pandal and 
surrounding premises, 
officers identified several 
individuals moving sus-
piciously without valid 
entry passes or identifica-
tion documents. Follow-
ing thorough questioning, 
11 suspects — including 
men and women hailing 
from Madhya Pradesh, 
Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh 
— were taken into cus-
tody. These individuals 
failed to provide identity 
proof (Aadhaar cards) 
or justify their presence 
at the venue. The police 
have registered preven-
tive cases against the 
suspects, including Aki 
Ruiya, Rahista Bai, Devar-
iya Singh, Parmal Singh, 
Alamgir and others from 
districts like Umaria, 
Katni, and Nalanda. 

Two arrested 
for burglary
BHILAI: The Jamul Police 
apprehended two burglars 
involved in a theft at a 
locked residence in Shan-
kar Nagar, Chhawani. The 
police recovered gold and 
silver ornaments valued at 
approximately Rs 1,83,500 
from the accused. The 
incident came to light 
after the complainant, 
Purendra Kumar Sahu, 
reported that while he 
was away in Raipur for his 
wife’s medical treatment 
between December 4 and 
15, thieves broke into his 
house. Neighbours alerted 
him to the break-in, and 
upon returning, he found 
his jewelry and cash 
missing. An FIR was sub-
sequently registered at 
Jamul Police Station under 
the Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS). Following a 
tip-off, a joint team from 
Jamul Police and the ACCU 
detained two suspects: 
Kuldeep Singh (24) and S 
Vinay (22), both residents 
of Khursipar. During inter-
rogation, the duo con-
fessed to the crime. 

ATTEMPTED MURDER

Fugitive 
nabbed in 
Nagpur

BHILAI: Police arrested 
20-year-old Aman Nishad 
for the attempted mur-
der of a young woman 
after he went on the run 
to Maharashtra. The 
arrest follows a violent 
attack that took place in 
the Jevra Sirsa area. The 
accused and the victim 
were previously in a rela-
tionship. 

Conflict arose after 
Nishad married another 
woman, prompting the 
victim to sever contact. 
On the night of Decem-
ber 24, Nishad lured the 
victim outside her home 
under the pretext of a 
final conversation. When 
she refused his proposal 
to marry him, a heated 
argument ensued. Nishad 
allegedly strangled her and 
attacked her throat multi-
ple times with a blade. 

The victim’s screams 
for help forced Nishad 
to flee the scene. Follow-
ing a pursuit across state 
lines, a dedicated police 
team tracked the suspect 
to Nagpur, where he was 
hiding. He was brought 
back to Durg, charged 
under Section 109 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), and sent to judicial 
remand.

Digitization removes middlemen

The ‘Tuhar Token’ app is now active 24/7, mean-
ing farmers no longer have to wait for specific “office 
hours” to secure a sale date. This digital leap has elim-
inated middlemen from over 25,000 transactions this 
season alone. Farmer Sadaram of village katro stated 
that the ‘Tuhar Token’ app saved him from the long 
queues. It feels like a new era for farmers.

BURGLARY

Notorious 
thieves arrested

BHILAI: The Old Bhilai 
Police apprehended 
two habitual thieves 
responsible for a mobile 
shop burglary in Hathk-
hoj. The breakthrough 
was achieved with the 
assistance of the Durg 
Police’s Trinayan App, 
leading to the recovery 
of stolen goods worth Rs 
40,000.

The victim, Rocky Raj 
Mishra, a BTech student 
whose father owns “CG 
Mobile” in Transport 
Nagar, reported that 
burglars broke into the 
shop on the night of July 
5, 2025. The suspects 
made off with multiple 
mobile phones, earbuds, 
and cash. Following a 
tip-off about a suspect 
attempting to sell key-
pad phones near Khur-
sipar, police detained 
Kuldeep Kaushik (23) 
and Viraj Nirmalkar (18).

During interrogation, 
the duo confessed to 
the crime. Police recov-
ered six mobile phones 
and two earbuds from 
their possession, while 
the suspects admitted 
to spending the stolen 
cash. On December 29, 
both individuals were 
arrested and sent to jail 
under judicial remand.
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The lifting of paddy 
from procurement 
centers has gained 

momentum, 
Abhijeet Singh 
(Collector, Durg)



Red 
Brigade 

wiped off

Kaziranga National Park’s landscape demands courage, from guards who 
patrol in floods to officers who must protect rhinos and tigers through crises. 
As Field Director, Dr Sonali Ghosh has become one of its strongest anchors. 
In 2025, she became the first Indian to win the IUCN Kenton Miller Award for 
innovation in protected-area management. Her leadership blends science, 
community partnership, and steady crisis response. Whether 

preparing for monsoon floods, 
strengthening anti-poaching 
measures, or supporting front-
line forest staff, she leads with 
uncommon empathy and clarity.
Her work reinforces a truth India 
is only beginning to honour:  
conservation thrives when  
people and nature are  
protected together.

Are there haters for Parle G, 
India’s sole biscuit? There 

can’t be. Do you know lately 
Belgium’s Lotus Bakeries 
brought its iconic Biscoff 

cookie to India in late 2025 
through a major partnership 

with Mondelēz (Cadbury’s 
parent company), transitioning it from a premium 

import to an accessible, locally-manufactured 
snack, available for as low as 10, making it a 

mass-market competitor to other Indian biscuits 
with its signature spiced caramel flavour. But to 

the surprise of the market they could not out-
number Parle G in sales. Chai and Parle G are 

inseparables for Indians. Pure Gratitude.

2025 and patrio-
tism saw all bor-

ders cross, when 
more than a half 

dozen movies were 
released on real life 

war encounters. Mov-
ies like 120 Bahadur,Sky Force,Sarzameen,Ground 
Zero,Saare Jahan Se Accha,Tehran and the upcom-

ing movie Ikkis are the select few. India stands in 
immense gratitude, to its makers producers actors 

distributors and viewers alike.

In May, when fear and 
uncertainty hung heavy 

along the India-Paki-
stan border during 
Operation Sindoor, 

Shravan Singh was just 
a school-going child. 

Yet, in the moment of danger, he showed immense 
courage and kindness and chose to help soldiers 

stationed nearby, in whatever way he can. That act 
of bravery has earned the 10-year-old the Pradhan 

Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar. 

As the world walks towards 
sustainability and zero emis-

sions, the PM Surya Ghar Yojna 
is lighting free of cost thousands 

of houses across India, thereby 
also pledging towards the Green 
Planet crusade. Many Indian households in rural and 

semi urban region are today getting free power and 
also fighting post independence power scramble. 

An ambitious plan it is all set to play a crucial role in 
India’s sustainable development.

Snow Leopards, unlike the 
other big cats like tigers, lions 

and common leopards, cannot 
roar. Despite its large distribu-

tional range, the population 
of snow leopards across the 
world is dwindling, making 

it one of the most endangered cats in the world. 
The global population of snow leopard is estimated 

between 3500 and 7000 individuals. There are 
about 500 individuals in the higher reaches of Indian 

Himalaya. The Snow Leopard Conservancy India 
Trust; here is playing a pivotal role in saving the Big 
Cat, a remarkable member of the Himalayan ecosys-

tem. Fauna maters much.

In essence, Chhattisgarh is 
on the brink of ending the 

Naxal insurgency, with strong 
government action and high 
Maoist defections indicating 

the twilight of the movement. 
With over 2,000 Naxalites 
surrendered in 2024-2025, 

including senior leaders, 
drawn by new rehabilitation 

policies offering financial aid, 
land, and skill training show-
ing a major shift from insur-

gency to development focus.  
Peace to Shabri’s land and power 

to the Forces beckoning Naxalism.

No one can 
make Indians laugh 

as the great Kapil Sharma 
Show. Enriched with celebrity 

arrivals, movie empowerment, 
the show transforms India to a 
laughter club, snatching away 
stress and misery for a while. 

Making millions laugh effortlessly 
the show’s great watch are Sunil 
Grover (Dafli/various), Krushna 
Abhishek (Mona/Chote Bhaiya), 

Kiku Sharda (Chef Dhaniya/Bade 
Bhaiya), and Archana Puran 

Singh. Is there anyone who hates 
the show? Nay never!
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‘Gratitude is the key’, they say and nearing to wrap off 2025 
on a cherished note, we ought to pay our gratitude to the 
select people and brands who are steadily transforming 
India. Here stands a list who owes us much and many.

WE INDIANS 
STAY INDEBTED 
TO THEM

2025 & 

Specialist 
are never 
on the top 
of the country, 
it is the genre of 
‘Generalist’ who are 
oaring the nation. Salutes 
to their spirits.

The real 
Commander

Millets & moringa introduced by 
Long before the green rev-
olution transformed indig-
enous diets in India, the 
tribes of Chhattisgarh 
cultivated and con-
sumed foods that are 
now globally recog-
nized as super foods. 
Kuddos to these tribes 
of Chhattisgarh that 
India is slowly navi-
gating towards millets 
and moringa, all high 
on the nutritional 

quotient. Yet is more to be discovered as India is soon to devour 
alookanda, paich – a nutritious drink made by soaking rice or 
millet and kandul lentils, which once cultivated, they are dried, 
packed up in sihadi leaves, stitched together with sihadi ropes and 
can last up to two years!

Wildlife legacy and leadership

India Ka biscuit – Parle G

Saare Jahan Se Accha…

Sharavan Singh  
 Indian’s adore you

PM Surya Ghar Yojna

Snow Leopard  
Conservancy India Trust

Laugh India loud 
with Kapil’s Show 

Ajit Doval, India’s 
National Security Advi-
sor, is widely regarded as 
a spymaster of excep-
tional intelligence and 
strategic acumen. His 
career, spanning over five 
decades, is characterized 
by a blend of patient 
observation, meticulous 
planning, psychological 
insight, and decisive 
action. Doval is con-
sidered an architect of 
India’s modern security 
doctrine, known for an 
“aggressive defense” 
posture. The real shadow 
commander Doval is piv-
otal in India’s safety grid.

‘Gratitude is the key’, they say and nearing to wrap off 
on a cherished note, we ought to pay our gratitude to the 
select people and brands who are steadily transforming 
India. Here stands a list who owes us much and many.

2025 & 

Specialist 
are never 
on the top 
of the country, 
it is the genre of 
‘Generalist’ who are 
oaring the nation. Salutes 
to their spirits.

Yearender

Red 
Brigade 

Are there haters for Parle G, 
India’s sole biscuit? There 

can’t be. Do you know lately 
Belgium’s Lotus Bakeries 
brought its iconic Biscoff 

cookie to India in late 2025 
through a major partnership 

with Mondelēz (Cadbury’s 
parent company), transitioning it from a premium 

mass-market competitor to other Indian biscuits 
with its signature spiced caramel flavour. But to 

dozen movies were 
released on real life 

war encounters. Mov
ies like 120 Bahadur,Sky Force,Sarzameen,Ground 
Zero,Saare Jahan Se Accha,Tehran and the upcom

ing movie Ikkis are the select few. India stands in 
immense gratitude, to its makers producers actors 

In May, when fear and 

Kaziranga National Park’s landscape demands courage, from guards who 
patrol in floods to officers who must protect rhinos and tigers through crises. 
As Field Director, Dr Sonali Ghosh has become one of its strongest anchors. 
In 2025, she became the first Indian to win the IUCN Kenton Miller Award for 
innovation in protected-area management. Her leadership blends science, 

Millets & moringa introduced by 
Long before the green rev-
olution transformed indig-
enous diets in India, the 

packed up in sihadi leaves, stitched together with sihadi ropes and 

India Ka biscuit – Parle G

The central government notified new rules for unified command across the three services - 
Army, Navy and Air Force to bolster effective command, control, and efficient function-

ing of Inter-Services Organisations (ISOs) under Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh, Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi Army Chief, Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi Navy Chief.. The 
rules, which came into effect on May 27, have been notified amid the ongoing 

tensions between India and Pakistan. The rules were notified under 
Inter-Services Organisations (Command, Control & Discipline) Act 

2023 will enable greater jointness and Command efficiency 
in Armed Forces. Every Indian is truly indebted to the 

Forces, when chaos is inevitable at a time of 
coups and treasons.innovation in protected-area management. Her leadership blends science, 

community partnership, and steady crisis response. Whether 

Naxal insurgency, with strong 

the twilight of the movement. 

policies offering financial aid, 

Peace to Shabri’s land and power 
to the Forces beckoning Naxalism.

No one can 
make Indians laugh 

as the great Kapil Sharma 

Laugh India loud 
with Kapil’s Show 

innovation in protected-area management. Her leadership blends science, coups and treasons.

The readers ought 
to know th at Central 
India’s famed 300 year 
long fought Tripartite 
Struggle fought between 
Gurjara Pratiharas, Palla-
vas and Rashtrakutas was 
solely for the Ganga valley 
and Basin, the most fertile 
of land and the most pious 
of rivers. Such is the might 
of the river! Though many 
warriors have fought for 
the Ganges, but not like 
Vikas Chandra, fondly 
called as Guddu Baba, 
a Patna-based activist 
known for starting 
the Ganga Bachao 

Andolan and fighting sewage/unclaimed bodies in the river, using 
PILs and other methods. He is fighting for the river alongside 

groups like the Ganga Mahasabha and initiatives like 
Ganga Praharis. He also leads a network of local 

volunteers acting as guardians for the 
river.

Guddu Baba  
the real ‘Ganga Prahari’

The Unified Command  
 the powerful India



Central Chronicle News

MAINPUR: Former Pres-
ident of Chhattisgarh 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee, Dhanendra 
Sahu, arrived in Main-
pur on Sunday. Local 
Congress workers gave 
him a warm welcome. 
MLA Janak Dhruv was 
also specially present 
on this occasion. Later, 
on the occasion of the 
141st Foundation Day of 
the Congress, Dhanen-
dra Sahu hoisted the 
Congress flag and a pro-
gram was organized. 

During this, senior Con-
gress workers were hon-
ored with shawls and 
coconuts.  

Following this, a pro-
test meeting was orga-
nized against the central 
BJP government’s move 
to repeal the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 

Act (MNREGA). During 
this, former minister and 
former state president 
of Congress, Dhanen-
dra Sahu, alleged that 
the BJP and the Modi 
government are con-
tinuously attacking the 
name of Mahatma Gan-
dhi. He said that the 
UPA government had 
enacted the MNREGA 
law to fulfill Mahatma 
Gandhi’s dreams of 
Ram Rajya and village 
self-employment, which 
was successful in provid-
ing employment to the 
poor and labourers. 

Sahu termed the 
changes in MNREGA by 
the BJP government as a 
well-planned conspiracy 
to erase the legacy of 
the Father of the Nation, 
Mahatma Gandhi. He 
said that the Modi gov-
ernment has snatched 
away the rights of the 
poor and laborers by 
changing the basic con-
cept of MNREGA. This 
government wants to 
implement the contract 
system by amending 
MNREGA against the 
labourers at the behest 
of capitalists. 

BJP govt conspiring to change 
name of MNREGA: Sahu

Bhatgaon 
Panthi party 
wins first 
prize in Youth 
Festival
MUNGELI : The team 
from Mungeli district 
brought glory to the 
district by receiving the 
first prize from Governor 
Raman Deka and Union 
Minister Tokhan Sahu at 
the state-level youth fes-
tival dance competition.  
Earlier, the Bhatgaon 
Panthi Party had also 
brought glory to Mungeli 
district several times. 
This is their 5th state-
level award. The State 
Youth Festival 2025-
26 was organized from 
December 23 to 25 at 
Bahtarai Stadium, Bilas-
pur.  A state-level youth 
festival and competition 
was organized, featuring 
14 disciplines including 
folk dances such as Pan-
thi dance, Karma dance, 
Raut Nacha, Sua dance, 
Gedi dance, as well as 
debate, story writing, 
poetry writing, and 
painting. Participants 
from all districts of the 
state took part in the 
competition.

KVMY has 
increased 
farmers’ 
income: DFO

BJP leaders 
pay tribute to 
Sahibzadas on 
Veer Bal Diwas

MUNGELI: The Kisan Vrik-
sha Mitra Yojana (KVMY) 
operating under the Mun-
geli Forest Division has 
emerged as a powerful 
means of environmen-
tal protection as well 
as the economic uplift-
ment of farmers. Under 
the scheme, a total of 
more than 98,800 sap-
lings have been planted 
so far, directly benefiting 
93 farmers. According to 
information provided by 
the Forest Divisional Offi-
cer’s office, Mungeli, this 
scheme has increased 
farmers’ income and has 
also made a significant 
contribution to main-
taining environmental 
balance. 

MUNGELI : On the occa-
sion of Veer Bal Diwas, 
MLA Punnulal Mohle vis-
ited the Gurudwara and 
offered floral tributes to 
the photographs of Sahib-
zada Zorawar Singh and 
Sahibzada Fateh Singh. On 
this occasion, he said that 
the Sahibzadas of Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji sacrificed 
their lives for the coun-
try at such a young age. 
They dedicated their lives 
for the country, religion, 
and truth. We salute the 
sacrifice of Guru Gobind 
Singh’s family. 
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MUNGELI: The central 
government’s ambitious 
Jal Jeevan Mission ( JJM) 
scheme appears to be far 
from achieving its goals. 
The central government 
launched the Jal Jeevan 
Mission scheme to pro-
vide clean drinking water 
to people by ensuring 
tap water in every house-
hold. Under the scheme, 
the government planned 
to provide pure drinking 
water to every household 

by 2024, but with only a 
few days left in 2025, the 
question arises whether 
the central government’s 
claim of providing pure 
drinking water to every 
household by 2024 will 
be fulfilled, as the scheme 
seems to be failing in this 
region. The promise was 
to deliver pure drink-
ing water to every home 
through taps, but people 
are now tying their cattle 
to these very taps. Even 
today, the construction of 
water tanks is progress-

ing at a snail’s pace in 
most places. Under the 
scheme, pipelines have 
been laid in villages and 
taps have been installed 

in every house. However, 
not a single drop of water 
has come out of these 
taps to date.  Some vil-
lagers say, “so what if we 

don’t get water? At least 
they are useful for tying 
our cattle.” Even after 
almost 4 years, these taps 
stand like dry poles. When 
the villagers heard the 
announcement of install-
ing government taps in 
every house under the tap 
water scheme, a wave of 
happiness spread among 
them, but the negligence 
of the contractors, the vil-
lage panchayat head, and 
the indifference of the 
higher officials have made 
a mockery of this scheme.

Central Chronicle News

MANENDRAGARH: On the 
occasion of the Congress 
Party’s Foundation Day, 
a dignified meeting was 
organized by the District 
Congress Committee. 
The meeting included 
detailed discussions on 
organizational strength-
ening, party ideology, 
and issues of public 
interest.  The birthday 
of Block Congress Com-
mittee President Rajesh 
Sharma and a felicitation 
ceremony for the newly 
appointed Women’s Con-
gress Urban District Pres-
ident Roma Chatterjee 
were also celebrated.

On this occasion, Dis-
trict Congress President 
Ashok Srivastava said in 
his address, “The Con-
gress Party has been 
the greatest guardian of 
democracy, the consti-
tution, and social justice 
from the country’s inde-

pendence to the pres-
ent day. Foundation Day 
reminds us that we must 
intensify our struggle by 
becoming the voice of the 
common people.”

Former MLA Gulab 
Kamro said, “Congress is 
not just a political party, 
but an ideology that has 
always fought for the 
rights of the poor, farm-
ers, laborers, and the 
underprivileged. Today, 
there is a need to further 
strengthen the organi-
zation at the grassroots 
level.”

Senior Congress leader 
Ramesh Singh said, “Con-
gress Foundation Day 

reminds us of the core 
principles of sacrifice, 
struggle, and service. In 
today’s times, it is the 
responsibility of all of us 
to convey these values to 
every citizen.”

NSUI State President 
Neeraj Pandey, while 
addressing the youth, 
said, “The future of the 
country is in the hands 
of the youth. Only the 
ideology of Congress 
can provide the youth 
with the right direction, 
equal opportunities, and 
justice. By connecting 
the youth power with the 
organization, we will win 
the battle for change.”

District Congress Com-
mittee (DCC) spokesper-
son Saurav Mishra said, 
“On Congress Founda-
tion Day, we resolve to 
fight against the anti-
people policies of the 
BJP on every front and to 
strongly raise the prob-
lems of the common peo-
ple from the streets to the 
parliament.”

During the meeting, 
the birthday of Block 
Congress (BCC) Presi-
dent Rajesh Sharma was 
celebrated with great 
enthusiasm. 

Chhattisgarh

FACTFILE

z Senior Congress 
leaders were honored 
on the occasion of 
Congress Foundation 
Day.

FACTFILE

z Block President 
Rajesh Sharma’s 
birthday celebrated, 
new energy infused 
into the organization 
with the welcome 
of Women’s District 
President Roma 
Chatterjee.
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BJP is the nationalparty which 
unites party workers and Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee became its first President. 

Shyam Bihari Jaiswal 
Health Minister- Ch’garh
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| JJM SCHEME IN DOLDRUMS | 

Construction of water tanks progressing at a snail’s pace!

MUNGELI: Veer Bal Diwas (Valiant Chil-
dren’s Day) was celebrated at the new 
Government Girls’ College. The sole 
objective was to honour the children 
and preserve their indomitable cour-
age. The chief guest of the program 
was Principal Dr. Prachi Singh, and 
the program was presided over by 
Senior Professor Madan Lal Kashyap.

The program began with a prayer to 
Goddess Saraswati. The main speaker, 
Dr. Prachi Singh, addressed everyone, 
saying that Veer Bal Diwas is celebrated 
every year on December 26th. This day 
is dedicated to remembering the mar-
tyrdom and bravery of Guru Gobind 
Singh’s younger sons, Baba Zorawar 
Singh and Baba Fateh Singh. Kashyap 
said that both children sacrificed their 
lives for religion and truth, which is a 
symbol of their valour, courage, and 
sacrifice. The program coordinator, 
Jitendra Kumar Sharma, said that today 
is a very auspicious day, which has 
become a symbol of the courage and 
values of these martyred children. This 
day not only reminds us of a historical 
event but also provides an opportunity 
for today’s children to connect with 
the values of fearlessness and integ-
rity, and to dedicate themselves to the 
nation with determination.

VEER  BAL DIWAS

Veer Bal Diwas  
celebrated at the new Govt 
Girls’ College

|  F O U N D A T I O N  D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N S  |

Congress displays its strength 
on occasion of Foundation Day

POOR NETWORK

Public troubled by the 
poor condition of Airtel 
and Jio networks 
MUNGELI: The condition of Airtel and Jio 
mobile networks is continuously deterio-
rating in many areas of the district. In the 
city and dozens of villages in the area, 
the network is so weak that ordinary cit-
izens are facing immense difficulties in 
making mobile calls, using the internet, 
and availing online services. Despite this, 
Airtel and Jio companies are charging 
consumers the full recharge fee every 
month, which has caused deep resent-
ment among the people. Local people 
say that due to the poor network condi-
tion, neither calls connect properly nor 
is the internet speed satisfactory. Many 
times calls get disconnected midway, 
while internet services are so slow that 
it becomes difficult to even open simple 
messages or government websites. Villag-
ers allege that Airtel and Jio companies 
claim excellent network and fast internet 
in their advertisements, but the reality is 
completely opposite. Consumers say that 
despite paying the full monthly recharge, 
we are not even getting basic network 
facilities. This is a direct deception of the 
consumers. This network problem is not 
limited to private conversations only, but 
it is directly affecting students’ online 
studies, farmers’ digital services, traders’ 
online payments, and government work 
for ordinary citizens. 

Department has 
become so inactive 

that even after 
receiving reports of 
broken handpumps 

in rural areas. 
Villagers

Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

MCB: As per the instructions of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) District 
Organization, the “Atal Smriti Sem-
inar Conference,” organized on the 
occasion of the birth anniversary of 
Bharat Ratna, the revered Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, concluded in a dignified 
atmosphere at the Community Hall in 
Khadgawan, under the Manendragarh 
assembly constituency.

The chief speaker of the pro-

gram, Chhattisgarh Health Min-
ister Shyam Bihari Jaiswal, said 
in his powerful address that the 
upliftment of India, the country, 
and its farmers were always a pri-
ority for the revered Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee. He said that Atal Smriti 
seminars are being organized 
across the country today, which 
reflects the widespread accep-
tance of his ideas.

MUNGELI: Ration has been stopped in 
December for 1 lakh people in the dis-
trict due to non-completion of e-KYC. 
This is big news for cardholders; fam-
ilies whose e-KYC is not updated are 
not receiving ration in December. The 
Food Department has appealed that it 
is mandatory to get it registered in the 
ration card by the last date, December 
31st. E-KYC has to be done for every 
member.

There are a total of 400 ration 
shops in the district, with 2,55,143 
ration cards. In the urban area of Mun-
geli, there are a total of 10,346 cards, 
in Patharia 2,172, and in Lormi 5,065 
cards. Lormi block has 93,946, Mun-
geli 82,597, and Patharia 58,341 ration 
cards. The total number of members 
in all the ration cards in the district is 
8,31,892. 1 lakh members who have 
not completed KYC are being affected. 

The Food Department has clari-
fied that families whose e-KYC pro-
cess for the members registered in 
their ration cards is not complete 
will not receive ration benefits from 
December 2025. Cardholders are 
now starting to get worried due 
to not receiving ration. The state 
government has set a deadline of 
December 31st for updating e-KYC. 
The Food Department has appealed 
that every member registered in the 
ration card must get their KYC done. 
If the KYC of even one member of 
the family remains pending, the 
ration share of that member may be 
cut, or the benefits received on the 
entire card may be interrupted. 

This is to identify fake ration cards 
and ineligible beneficiaries. Aadhaar 
linking ensures that ration is given 
only to genuine beneficiaries. 

VAJPAYEE’S BIRTH ANNIVERSARY 
Atal Smriti seminar conference  

concludes in a dignified atmosphere 

E-KYC MANDATORY 
Families without e-KYC updation  

are not receiving ration in Dec 

Congress workers staged a protest in Mainpur and raised slogans 
against the central and state governments.



Large quantities of 
Mahua liquor, fermented 
mash recovered

Discrepancies in rural area 
boundaries addressed
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PITHORA: Under the spe-
cial campaign being run 
by the Excise Department 
to completely curb the 
manufacture and sale of 
illegal liquor in the district 
as per the government’s 
instructions, the Pithora 
circle has achieved a 
major success. Based on 
concrete information 
received from an infor-
mant, Excise Sub-Inspec-

tor Neeraj Kumar Sahu 
and his subordinate staff 
conducted a well-planned 
raid on a remote loca-
tion near a hill in Laxmi-
pur village, where illegal 
hand-distilled Mahua 
liquor was being manu-
factured on a large scale.  
This surprise action by the 
department created panic 
among the illegal traders, 
and the accused managed 
to escape, taking advan-
tage of the situation.

RAJNANDGAON: A train-
ing program for Tehsil-
dars and Master Trainers 
was organized at the Col-
lectorate conference hall 
for the successful imple-
mentation of the Census 
2027 proposed by the 
Government of India. The 
training was imparted 
by Joint Director Cen-
sus, Ashok Mishra, and 
Assistant Director Cen-
sus, Kavindra Bhangari. 
The main objective of the 
training was to digitally 
demarcate and verify the 

boundaries of villages to 
ensure the accuracy and 
reliability of census data.

Additional Collector 
Prem Prakash Sharma 
instructed that all cen-
sus-related work be com-
pleted with seriousness, 
transparency, and within 
the stipulated time. Dur-
ing the training, detailed 
information was pro-
vided on digital mapping, 
updating village bound-
aries, identifying poten-
tial errors, and the pro-
cess of resolving them. 

Central Chronicle News

A grand program was 
organized by the BCC 
Kurud on the glorious 
occasion of the 140th 
Foundation Day of  
the INC.

KURUD: A grand program 
was organized by the 
Block Congress Commit-
tee Kurud on the glori-
ous occasion of the 140th 
Foundation Day of the 
Indian National Congress. 
During this time, Con-
gress workers remem-
bered the great sons of 
the nation, including 
the Father of the Nation 
Mahatma Gandhi, who 
contributed to the coun-
try’s independence and 
reconstruction, and 
resolved to follow their 
path.

The program began 
at Gandhi Chowk in an 
enthusiastic atmosphere. 
Here, under the leader-
ship of the Block Congress 
Committee, the workers 

garlanded the statue of 
the Father of the Nation 
Mahatma Gandhi and 
performed puja (wor-
ship) according to the 
rituals. During this time, 

the entire area resonated 
with slogans of “Congress 
Zindabad” (Long live Con-
gress). After paying hom-
age at Gandhi Chowk, a 
special seminar was orga-
nized at the local Congress 
Bhavan. During this time, 
the workers congratulated 
each other on the Foun-
dation Day by distribut-
ing sweets. The seminar 
highlighted the contribu-
tions of the founders and 
prominent leaders of the 

Congress, such as A.O. 
Hume, Womesh Chan-
dra Banerjee, Dadabhai 
Naoroji, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Sardar Patel, Netaji Sub-
has Chandra Bose, Indira 
Gandhi, and Rajiv Gandhi, 
among many other great 
personalities. Addressing 
the seminar, senior lead-
ers said that the Congress 
was founded to free the 
country from the shackles 
of slavery.

|  1 4 0 T H  C O N G  F O U N D A T I O N  D A Y  |

Kurud pay homage to great 
leaders, achievements discussed

Congress stages one-
day protest against BJP’s 
anti-people policies
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BASNA: On the occasion 
of the 140th Foundation 
Day of the All India Con-
gress Committee, under 
the direction of the Dis-
trict Congress Commit-
tee and Devendra Baha-
dur Singh, the former 
minister and ex-Raja of 
Phuljhar State, the Con-
gress strongly protested 
against the decision of 
the BJP-led central gov-
ernment to change the 
name of the MNREGA 
scheme. Calling this deci-
sion a direct attack on the 
rights of the poor, labor-
ers, and farmers, Con-
gress workers held a one-
day protest and raised 

slogans against the anti-
people policies of the BJP 
government.

Addressing the pro-
test, senior Congress 
leader and former Mandi 
Chairman Manjit Singh 
Saluja sharply criticized 
the BJP government, 
saying that the BJP is 
trying to hide its failures 
by erasing the names 
of Congress’s welfare 
schemes, but the people 
of the country have now 
understood everything. 
He said that a historic 
scheme like MNREGA is 
the lifeline of millions of 
poor people, and tam-
pering with its name 
reflects a dictatorial 
mindset. 

FASTFACTS

z Addressing the 
seminar, senior leaders 
said that the Congress 
was founded to free 
the country from the 
shackles of slavery.
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RAJIM: With the end of 
the Kharif crop and the 
preparation for the Rabi 
crop, farmers are burn-
ing the remaining crop 
residue, grass, chaff, 
and straw in their fields. 
These days, this scene is 
not only visible in Rajim 
but also in agricultural 
lands across rural areas, 
where flames are raging 
everywhere. It’s a ter-
rifying sight, with only 
black ash visible after 
the burning. Neither the 

administration nor any 
aware/concerned organi-
zation has come forward 
to stop this. Moreover, 
some farmers have even 
flooded their fields after 
burning the stubble. 

The once lush green 
fields have been trans-

formed into ash. Only 
those who collected 
straw for their livestock 
have any left. This situa-
tion has been observed 
for the past 8-10 years. 
This situation arose 
after the use of harvest-
ers for paddy thresh-

ing became common. 
Earlier, farmers would 
harvest the paddy, tie it 
into bundles, and bring 
it to the threshing floor. 
Then they would thresh 

it using tractors and 
rollers. 

This way, all the straw 
was collected and stored 
for the livestock’s fod-
der for the entire year. 
The cattle would eat it 
and fill their stomachs. 
Besides this, it also had 
other uses. People say 
that the government and 
administration only scare 
people and make empty 
promises, announcing 
that burning stubble will 
result in punishment or a 
fine under a certain sec-
tion of the law. 

|  STUBBLE BURNING | 

Stubble burning leads to air pollution
Administration’s bulldozer 
demolishes illegal colonies
Central Chronicle News

RAJNANDGAON: As per 
the instructions of Col-
lector Jitendra Yadav, 
continuous strict action 
is being taken in the dis-
trict against illegal plot-
ting and illegal encroach-
ment on government 
land. In this sequence, 
under the guidance of 
SDM Rajnandgaon Gau-
tam Patil, a joint team of 
the Revenue Department 
and Rajnandgaon Munic-
ipal Corporation (RMC) 
took action in various 
areas of the municipal 

corporation. 
The administrative 

team reached the spot 
and identified the illegal 
plotting being carried 
out on approximately 30 
acres in the Lakholi area 
and behind the Press 
Club, as well as encroach-
ments on government 
land, and removed 
them with the help of 
JCB machines and other 
resources.
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RAJIM: Crowds have 
already started gather-
ing in the holy city to 
make the first day of the 
New Year memorable. 
On Sunday, more than 
15,000 devotees had 
arrived from morning 
till evening. Currently, 
the crowd of tourists is 
increasing every day. It is 
estimated that the num-
ber will exceed 100,000 
on January 1st. Looking 
at last year’s figures, the 
temples were so crowded 
that it was difficult to find 
even a place to stand. 
The same situation is 
expected this year. This 
is because tourists pass 
through Rajim to reach 
many tourist destinations 
in Gariaband district. 

Chandrabhan Singh 
Thakur, the caretaker 
of the Shri Rajivlochan 
Temple, said that January 
1st falls on a Thursday. 
On this day, the deity 
will be specially adorned. 
Devotees coming here 
for darshan (sightseeing) 
include a large number 
of tourists not only from 
the state but also from 
other states. Besides vis-
iting the temples, offering 
prayers, and taking a holy 
dip, they spend the entire 
day in the holy city. 

It is important to 
know that this city is also 
called the city of Hari and 

Hara (Vishnu and Shiva). 
Here, one can see excel-
lent examples of ancient 
sculptures and paintings 
in the 6th-century Shri 
Rajivlochan Temple of 
Lord Vishnu, the Panch-
mukhi Kuleshwar Nath 
Mahadev Temple of 
Lord Shiva, and many 
other ancient temples 
of various deities. Other 
prominent temples here 
include Ramchandra 
Deval, Lakshmi Narayan 
Temple, the Vaman Ava-
tar Temple, Narasimha 
Avatar Temple, Badri-
narayan Temple, Varaha 
Avatar Temple, Rajra-
jeshwar Nath Mahadev 
Temple, Dan Daneshwar 
Nath Mahadev Temple, 

Surya Dev Temple, Rajim 
Bhaktin Temple, Ganesh 
Temple, Shyam Kar-
tikeya Temple, Bhutesh-
war Nath Mahadev 
Temple, Pancheshwar 
Nath Mahadev Temple, 
Garib Nath Maha-

dev Temple, Somesh-
war Nath Mahadev 
Temple, Adishakti Maa 
Mahamaya Temple, Dat-
tatreya Temple, Chhota 
Rajivlochan Temple, 
Bhubaneswar Nath Maha-
dev Temple, etc.

Millions to flock holy 
city on New Year’s Day

Crowds are already gathering at the temples to make  
the first day of 2026 memorable.

Wake up in the Brahma  
Muhurta and wear clean clothes

When discussing what should be special on New 
Year’s Day with some scholars, they suggested that 
one should wake up during the Brahma Muhurta 
(auspicious time before sunrise), take a bath, wear 
clean clothes, perform puja at home, donate to the 
needy, maintain a positive atmosphere at home, and 
avoid laziness. It is important to mention that besides 
Rajim, there are many other tourist and religious 
sites in the district where people will gather in large 
numbers to celebrate the New Year. 

Collector 
inspects 
Aadhaar 
Service 
Center
SUKMA: Collector Amit 
Kumar conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the 
Aadhaar service center 
operating in the Collec-
torate premises. During 
this time, he inquired 
about the services being 
provided to citizens at 
the center and closely 
reviewed the process, 
timelines, and arrange-
ments for Aadhaar-re-
lated work. During the 
inspection, Collector Amit 
Kumar also interacted 
with villagers who had 
come to get their Aadhaar 
cards made and updated, 
and took their feedback 
on the services. Citizens 
shared their experiences 
related to the service pro-
cess, which the Collector 
listened to attentively. 
The Collector instructed 
the employees working at 
the center to ensure that 
common citizens do not 
face any inconvenience 
in Aadhaar updates, new 
registrations, and other 
services. He said that the 
Aadhaar service center is 
an important service unit 
of the government, where 
quick and effective reso-
lution of the problems of 
common people should 
be the highest priority.

On this occasion, 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer District Panchayat 
Mukund Thakur, E-Dis-
trict Manager Mohd. 
Shahid, and District 
Aadhaar Manager 
Sheikh Shahrukh were 
also present.

Last date for 
insuring Rabi 
crops is Dec 31
RAJNANDGAON: The last 
date for insuring Rabi 
crops for the year 2025-
26 under the Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
is December 31, 2025. 
Last year, in Rabi 2024-
25, 39541 hectares of Rabi 
crops were insured. Due 
to untimely rains and 
other reasons, the insur-
ance company paid Rs. 
33 crore as compensation 
to 20380 farmers for crop 
damage. This year, dur-
ing the Rabi 2025-26 sea-
son, only 15,627 hectares 
of land have been insured 
by farmers so far.  The 
Agriculture Department 
is continuously working 
through field officers to 
reach out to farmers and 
encourage them to insure 
their crops. Cooperative 
societies are also motivat-
ing farmers to get their 
crops insured through 
paddy procurement cen-
ters. However, banks are 
facing practical difficul-
ties in providing insur-
ance to farmers who have 
not yet sold their paddy 
or updated their Kharif 
short-term loans through 
the bank.

MOUNTAINEERING CAMP

Bagbahra Scouts 
and Guides leave 
for Pachmarhi 

BAGBAHRA: Scouts and 
Guides from Bagbahra 
left for Pachmarhi to par-
ticipate in the National 
Mountaineering Camp. 
In this camp, participants 
are trained in adven-
turous activities, disas-
ter management, and 
life-saving techniques. 
This provides a great 
opportunity for young 
students to participate 
in mountaineering and 
adventure activities.

They will learn to pro-
tect themselves and help 
others while facing chal-
lenging situations. They 
will receive training on 
the difficult conditions 
encountered during 
mountaineering.

AREA DOMINATION

‘URS OF KHWAJA 
GARIB NAWAZ’

Two IEDs planted 
by Maoists 
recovered, safely 
destroyed on  
the spot

Raza Foundation 
organizes blood 
donation and 
distributes fruits to 
patients 

BIJAPUR: A team of 199 
Battalion CRPF from FOB 
Koppaguda under Gan-
galur Police Station area 
was on area domination 
and demining duty in the 
FOB Pidia area.

During the operation, 
approximately 2 km from 
Pidia camp, during demi-
ning, two IEDs planted by 
Maoists were recovered 
at a distance of 50 meters 
from the under-construc-
tion road.

BIJAPUR:  On the auspi-
cious occasion of the ‘Urs 
of Khwaja Garib Nawaz’, 
the Raza Foundation per-
formed an exemplary act 
of humanitarian service. 
On this occasion, blood 
was donated for needy 
patients at the district 
hospital, and fruits were 
distributed to patients 
admitted to the hospital.

Raza Foundation 
District President Sar-
faraz Ansari said that 
the teachings of Khwaja 
Garib Nawaz convey the 
message of humanity, 
service, and brother-
hood. Inspired by these 
messages, a blood dona-
tion camp was organized 
at the district hospital on 
the occasion of the Urs, 
and fruits were distrib-
uted to the patients keep-
ing their health in mind.

NEWSLINE
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Burning fields 
destroys 

beneficial insects, 
causes pollution, 
and degrades soil 

fertility.
Agriculture Expert

Chhattisgarh News
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“Ministry of Civil Aviation has  
established a permanent, 24×7 
Passenger Assistance Control 

Room to ensure a smooth  
mechanism for passengers.”

Ram Mohan Naidu  
Civil Aviation Minister
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Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The year 
2025 marked a defining 
phase for India’s textile 
sector, with the Ministry 
of Textiles accelerating 
reforms, infrastructure 
development and export 
promotion to strengthen 
India’s global competi-
tiveness while ensuring 
inclusive growth across 
the value chain—from 
farmers and artisans to 
large manufacturers.

Significant progress 
was recorded under the 
PM Mega Integrated Tex-
tile Region and Apparel 
(PM MITRA) scheme, with 
seven parks approved 
across Tamil Nadu, Telan-
gana, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh and Maharash-
tra. Infrastructure works 
worth over Rs 2,590 
crore were initiated by 
state governments, while 
environment clearances 
were secured for all 
sites. Investment MoUs 
with an expected poten-
tial exceeding Rs 27,400 
crore were signed, and 
100 per cent land acqui-
sition was completed. 
The Prime Minister laid 
the foundation stone of 
the PM MITRA Park at 
Dhar, Madhya Pradesh, 
in September, while DPRs 
worth over Rs 7,000 crore 
were approved for four 

parks, marking a major 
step towards world-class 
textile manufacturing 
hubs. The Production 
Linked Incentive (PLI) 
scheme for textiles began 
delivering measurable 
results in 2025. Of the 
74 selected applicants, 
40 companies reported 

investments, 30 com-
menced production, and 
provisional incentives 
were disbursed to eligi-
ble firms. The scheme 
is expected to generate 
investments of nearly Rs 
28,700 crore, with tech-
nical textiles accounting 
for over half of participat-
ing companies.

India’s textile and 
apparel exports regis-
tered growth in 2025, 
reaching USD 37.8 bil-
lion and reinforcing the 
country’s position as 
the world’s sixth-larg-
est exporter. Traditional 
markets such as the US, 
EU and UK remained 
dominant, while emerg-
ing destinations contrib-
uted a growing share. 
The ministry reiterated 
its Vision 2030 target of 
USD 100 billion in tex-
tile exports, driven by 
market diversification, 
sustainability and inno-

vation across more than 
500 exporting districts 
nationwide. Under the 
National Technical Tex-
tiles Mission, 168 R&D 
projects were approved, 
alongside support for 
startups, educational 
institutions and quality 
control orders cover-
ing key products. The 
mission continued to 
strengthen India’s capa-
bilities in specialty fibres 
and strategic applica-
tions.

The SAMARTH scheme 
further expanded the 
skilled workforce, with 
over 5.4 lakh persons 
trained so far—88 per 
cent of them women—
and a placement rate of 
75 per cent, reinforcing 
the sector’s role in inclu-
sive employment gen-
eration. Major reforms 
were undertaken in the 
cotton sector, including 
MSP procurement of 100 

lakh bales, digitisation 
through the Kapas Kisan 
app, and the launch of 
the Kasturi Cotton Bharat 
programme to enhance 
traceability and brand-
ing. A five-year Cotton 
Productivity Mission 
was announced to boost 
yields and sustainability. 
The silk sector recorded 
strong growth, with raw 
silk production rising by 
over 55 per cent since 
2013–14 and bivoltine silk 
output nearly quadru-
pling. India retained its 
position as the world’s 
second-largest silk pro-
ducer. The wool and jute 
sectors also saw targeted 
interventions, includ-
ing GI registration for 
Ladakh Pashmina, R&D 
projects for coarse wool, 
mandatory jute pack-
aging norms, MSP pro-
curement and technol-
ogy-driven monitoring 
systems.

Infrastructure push & export 
growth propel India’s textile

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Adani Group 
plans to invest Rs 1.8 lakh 
crore next year in defence 
manufacturing, with a 
focus on strengthening 
capabilities in unmanned 
and autonomous sys-
tems as well as advanced 
guided weapons as it 
looks to play a stealth 
anchor role in India’s 
future warfare capabili-

ties, sources said. Adani 
Defence & Aerospace in 
2025 transitioned from 
extended planning cycles 

to rapid deployment with 
some of its military hard-
ware being used in Oper-
ation Sindoor.

Next year, it will invest 
in unmanned and autono-
mous systems, advanced 
guided weapons, sen-
sors and electronics, 
AI-enabled multi-domain 
operations, and scaled-up 
maintenance, repair 
and overhaul (MRO) and 
training infrastructure, 
company sources said. 
Autonomous systems 
across air, sea and land 
domains are unmanned 

platforms that use sen-
sors, software and secure 
networks to operate with 
minimal human interven-
tion, expanding military 
reach while reducing risk 
to personnel. In the air, 
they include UAVs that 
conduct intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnais-
sance, communications 
relay and precision-sup-
port missions with long 
endurance. 

|  DEFENCE MANUFACTURING  | 

Adani to put Rs 1.8 lakh cr to boost defence sector

BizBriefs
BEST OF THE REST

MUMBAI: IndiGo on Monday cancelled 
118 flights across its network due to 
bad weather and operational reasons, 
according to its website. Of these, six 
flight services were axed due to opera-
tional reasons, while the rest were can-
celled due to bad weather conditions 
at various airports. Flight services 
were cancelled at Delhi, Mumbai, Ben-
galuru, Cochin, Hyderabad, Kolkata, 
Amritsar, Chandigarh, Jaipur, Dehra-
dun, Indore, Patna and Bhopal, among 
others, as per the IndiGo website. The 
airline, in a travel advisory at 11.20 
am, said, “Foggy conditions remain in 
place across Delhi and several airports 
in northern India, with visibility yet to 
improve fully. As a result, the earlier 
impact on flight movements is likely to 
extend into the noon hours, and some 
delays may continue.” In the advisory 
posted on X, however, IndiGo did not 
say it had cancelled 80 flights on Mon-
day. “We assure you that flight depar-
tures and arrivals are being sequenced 
to ensure steady and orderly move-
ment, while keeping your journey and 
comfort in mind,” the airline added in 
the advisory. IndiGo, which cancelled 
thousands of flights, including 1,600 
on a particular day, early this month 
due to the court-mandated stricter 
flight duty.

NEW DELHI: Waaree Energies on Mon-
day announced the commencement 
of commercial operations at two state-
of-the-art solar inverter line manufac-
turing facilities, boasting a combined 
annual capacity exceeding 3 GW. The 
facilities, established through its whol-
ly-owned subsidiary Waaree Power, 
are located at the company’s Sarod-
hi-Valsad factory in Gujarat, each with 
an annual capacity of 1.525 GW. Opera-
tions officially began on December 29, 
2025, at 10 am, marking a significant 
milestone in the company’s expan-
sion plans. The inauguration of these 
facilities enhances Waaree Energies’ 
Approved List of Models and Manufac-
turers (ALMM)-approved capacity to 
20.17 GW, including 3.73 GW from Indo-
solar. The ALMM initiative, introduced 
by the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy (MNRE), is designed to sup-
port India’s “Make in India” vision by 
promoting domestic manufacturing of 
high-quality solar modules. 

FLIGHTS SOLAR

Indigo cancels 118  
flights due to  
operational reasons

Waaree Energies 
launches two solar 
inverter facilities

MUMBAI: Indian equity markets 
extended their losing streak for the 
fourth consecutive session on Mon-
day, weighed down by sustained sell-
ing pressure in information technol-
ogy, realty, pharma and auto stocks. 
The benchmark Sensex closed at 
84,695.54, down 345.91 points, or 
0.41 per cent. The Nifty also ended 
lower at 25,942.10, declining 100.20 
points, or 0.38 per cent, as weakness 
persisted across key sectors. Market 
analysts said the Nifty slipped below 
the psychological 26,000 mark as well 
as its 20-day exponential moving aver-
age (EMA), extending losses by nearly 
100 points amid heightened volatil-
ity ahead of the monthly derivatives 
expiry. “The index formed bearish 
candlestick patterns, indicating near-
term selling pressure, though it con-
tinues to hover around key short-term 
moving averages,” analysts noted. 
Experts added that a sustained break 
below the 25,900 level could open the 
door for further downside towards the 
25,800–25,700 zone. On the Sensex, 

Power Grid, Trent, HCL Technologies 
and Bharat Electronics were among 
the major laggards, dragging the index 
lower. However, selective buying was 
witnessed in a few stocks, with Tata 
Steel, Asian Paints, Hindustan Unile-
ver, Eternal, NTPC and Axis Bank end-
ing the session in positive territory. 

The broader market also remained 
under pressure. The Nifty Midcap 100 
index declined 0.52 per cent, while 
the Nifty Smallcap 100 fell 0.72 per 
cent. Sectorally, IT, realty and auto 
stocks bore the brunt of the selling. 
The Nifty IT index slipped 0.75 per 
cent, while the Realty and Auto indices 
declined 0.67 per cent and 0.53 per 
cent, respectively. In contrast, some 
defensive pockets showed resilience. 
The Nifty Media index gained 0.93 per 
cent, while PSU Bank and FMCG indi-
ces edged up 0.05 per cent and 0.11 
per cent, respectively. Analysts said 
market sentiment remained cautious, 
with investors continuing to pare posi-
tions amid sector-specific selling and 
the absence of strong positive triggers.

NEW DELHI: As many as four compa-
nies, including Knack Packaging and 
Shivalaya Construction, have secured 
SEBI’s  approval to collectively raise over 
Rs 1,400 crore through initial public 
offerings (IPOs), data available with the 
markets regulator showed on Monday. 
The other companies that received 
regulatory nod are tiles and bath-
ware maker Varmora Granito and 
Behari Lal Engineering. These firms 
had filed their draft papers between 
August and September and received 
Sebi’s observations during Dec 15-26. 
In regulatory parlance, receipt of 
observations allows companies to 
proceed with their public issues. 
All four IPOs will comprise a mix of 
fresh issue of shares and an offer for 
sale (OFS) by existing shareholders. 
Meanwhile, Infifresh Foods, which 
had filed its draft papers in August 
through the confidential route, 
has withdrawn its prospectus, the 

update showed. The approvals come at a 
time when the primary market has seen 
record activity in 2025. During the year, 
companies raised nearly Rs 1.76 lakh cr., 
supported by strong domestic liquidity, 
steady investor demand and a support-
ive macroeconomic environment. 

INDIAN MARKET

SEBI CLEARANCE

Sensex, Nifty extend losses for fourth session due to  
selling pressure in IT, realty, pharma & auto stocks

Knack Packaging, Shivalaya Construction among 
4 Companies get SEBI  clearance for IPOs

NUMBER

7,000
z DPRs worth over 
Rs 7,000 crore were 
approved for four parks, 
making world-class 
textile manufacturing 
hubs. 

z Significant progress 
was recorded under the 
PM Mega Integrated 
Textile Region and 
Apparel (PM MITRA) 
scheme.

Press Trust Of India

Silver prices 
extended the 
record-setting rally, 
jumping Rs 3,650 to 
Rs 2,40,000 per kg.

NEW DELHI: Silver prices 
extended the record-
setting rally for the fifth 
straight day on Monday, 
jumping Rs 3,650 to Rs 
2,40,000 per kg in the 
national capital due to 
persistent buying by trad-
ers, according to the All 
India Sarafa Association. 
The white precious metal 
had closed at Rs 2,36,350 
per kilogram on Friday. 
So far this year, silver 
prices have delivered 
remarkable returns, surg-
ing 167.55 per cent, or Rs 
1,50,300, from Rs 89,700 
per kg recorded on 
December 31, 2024. Mean-
while, gold of 99.9 per 
cent purity retreated from 
its record levels by declin-
ing Rs 500 to Rs 1,41,800 

per 10 grams (inclusive of 
all taxes). It had climbed 
Rs 1,500 to hit a fresh 
record of Rs 1,42,300 per 
10 grams in the previ-
ous market session. Gold 
traded weak on Monday 
as traders booked profit 
after the yellow metal in 
the international markets 
slipped nearly USD 70 
to USD 4,463 per ounce 
amid high volatility, Jateen 
Trivedi, VP Research Ana-
lyst - Commodity and 
Currency, LKP Securities, 
said. In the overseas mar-
kets, spot gold was trad-
ing lower by USD 69.67, 
or 1.54 per cent, at USD 
4,462.96 per ounce. Spot 
silver retreated from life-
time highs to trade lower 
by USD 4.06, or 5.13 per 
cent, to USD 75.09 per 
ounce, pressured by prof-

it-taking after an end-of-
year rally that notched a 
fresh record of USD 83.97 
per ounce. 

“The broader trend 
remains volatile as mar-
kets reassess positions 
after the recent sharp 
rally. This week, the Fed-
eral Reserve’s meeting 
minutes will be a key trig-
ger, while the US holiday 
period could keep trading 
volumes relatively thin,” 
Trivedi said. Hareesh 
V, Head of Commodity 
Research, Geojit Invest-
ments Ltd, said, “In 2025, 
gold, and silver reached 
record highs, driven by 
a potent blend of macro-
economic shifts, indus-
trial demand, and struc-
tural supply tightness.”

|  S I L V E R  P R I C E  |

Silver surges Rs 3,650 to hit 
record Rs 2.4 Lakh per kg 

Press Trust Of India

FTA with India will 
add more jobs, 
exports, and raise 
incomes, said New 
Zealand PM Chris-
topher Luxon. 

NEW DELHI: A Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) with 
India will add more 
employment, exports, 
and raise incomes, said 
New Zealand Prime Min-
ister Christopher Luxon. 

He said this as India 
and New Zealand con-
cluded a comprehen-
sive and long-awaited 
FTA, marking a major 
economic and strate-
gic milestone. “We said 
we’d secure a Free Trade 
Agreement with India in 
our first term, and we’ve 
delivered,” Luxon said 
in a post on social media 
platform X.

“This landmark deal 
means more jobs, higher 
incomes, and more 

exports by opening the 
door to 1.4 billion Indian 
consumers,” he added. 
“Fixing the Basics. Build-
ing the Future,” Luxon 
said, while welcoming the 
deal that was concluded 
in nine months. Earlier, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had hailed the 
India-New Zealand FTA as 
a historic milestone. 

“An important 
moment for India-New 
Zealand relations, with a 
strong push to bilateral 
trade and investment! My 
friend PM Christopher 
Luxon and I had a very 
good conversation a short 
while ago following the 
conclusion of the land-
mark India-New Zealand 
Free Trade Agreement,” 
he wrote on X.

FTA with India means 
exports, more jobs : 
New Zealand PM

FACTFILE

z The FTA eliminates 
duty on 100 pc of Indian 
exports, along with a 
$20 billion investment.

FACTFILE

z Silver prices have 
delivered remarkable 
returns, surging 167.55 
per cent in its price so 
far.

The year 2025 marked a defining phase for India’s textile sector, with the Ministry of  
Textiles accelerating reforms, infrastructure development and export promotion.
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Vijayakumar arrested in 
Sabarimala gold loss case
Press Trust Of India

Vijayakumar, a former 
TDB member, is 
linked to the shrine 
gold loss case.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  
Former TDB member N 
Vijayakumar was arrested 
on Monday in connec-
tion with the Sabarimala 
Lord Ayyappa temple 
gold loss case, police 
said. Police sources said 
Vijayakumar was a mem-
ber of the Travancore 
Devaswom Board (TDB) 
during the tenure of for-
mer president A Padma-
kumar, who has already 
been arrested in the case 
related to the loss of gold 
from the doorframes of 
the Sreekovil (sanctum 
sanctorum) of the shrine.

During the board’s ten-
ure, approval was given 
to hand over gold plates 

to the prime accused, 
Unnikrishnan Potty, for 
electroplating in 2019.

SIT officials said 
that Vijayakumar, who 
is also a CPI(M) mem-
ber, had recently filed 

an anticipatory bail 
petition at the Kollam 
Vigilance Court. How-
ever, he withdrew the 
petition and turned 
up at the SIT office 
on Monday. After the 
interrogation, his arrest 
was recorded, sources 
said. He was produced 
before the Thiruvanan-

thapuram Vigilance court 
and remanded to judicial 
custody till January 12.

FASTFACTS

z Padmakumar’s bail 
plea will be heard on 
Dec 31.

z Vijayakumar 
became the 10th 
accused to be 
arrested by the SIT.

Fitness 
journey
BENGALURU: This New 
Year, take a step closer to 
your fitness resolutions with 
Amazon.in’s ‘Get Fit Days’. 
Discover the latest launches 
from WHOOP along with a 
wide selection of sports and 
fitness essentials. Whether 
you’re setting up a home 
workout routine or upgrad-
ing your fitness gear, explore 
products from trusted 
brands like Yonex, Lifelong, 
and more. Customers can 
also enjoy exciting offers on 
Debit and Credit cards during 
the event. “Our customers 
are increasingly prioritizing 
fitness, making it one of the 
fastest-growing categories 
on Amazon.in. This interest 
spans from sports and fitness 
equipment to wearables. 
We continue to expand our 
selection with new launches 
from leading brands, backed 
by AI-enabled discovery, 
customer ratings, and live 
shopping experiences 
that help customers make 
informed choices. With 
exciting deals and fast deliv-
ery to every serviceable 
PIN code, we’re making it 
easier for customers across 
India to start or sustain their  
fitness journeys”, said  
Karthik Subbarayappa- 
Director, Kitchen, Home 
Improvement and Sports, 
Amazon India.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Tradition-
ally-built stitched ship 
INSV Kaundinya, which 
on Monday embarked 
on her maiden overseas 
voyage, from Gujarat to 
Oman, is a recreation of a 
fifth-century vessel, and 
inspired by a painting 
from the ancient Ajanta 
Caves. Named after the 
legendary mariner Kaun-
dinya, who is believed to 
have sailed from India to 
Southeast Asia in ancient 
times, the ship embodies 
India’s historic role as a 
maritime nation. Its design 
and construction had 
posed “unique technical 
challenges,” according to 
officials.

The Indian Navy had 
formally inducted and 
named the vessel as Indian 
Naval Sailing Vessel (INSV) 
Kaundinya at a ceremonial 
event held at the Karwar 
naval base on May 21, in 
the presence of Union 
Minister of Culture Gajen-
dra Singh Shekhawat. On 
Monday, the ship set off on 
her maiden overseas voy-

age, from Gujarat’s Por-
bandar to Oman.

“The voyage retraces 
ancient maritime routes 
that once connected the 
western coast of India with 
Oman, facilitating trade, 
cultural exchange, and sus-
tained civilisational inter-
actions across the Indian 
Ocean,” a Navy spokesper-
son said.

The project of build-
ing a stitched ship with an 
ancient technique was ini-
tiated through a tripartite 
agreement signed in July 
2023 between the Minis-

try of Culture, the Indian 
Navy, and Hodi Innova-
tions, with funding from 

the Ministry of Culture. 
“The stitched ship is a rec-
reation of a 5th century CE 
ship, inspired by a painting 
from the Ajanta Caves,” the 
Navy official said.

Following the keel lay-
ing in September 2023, the 
vessel’s construction was 
undertaken using a tradi-
tional method of stitching 
by a team of skilled artisans 
from Kerala, led by master 
shipwright Babu Sankaran.

Over several months, 
the team painstakingly 
stitched wooden planks on 
the ship’s hull using coir 
rope, coconut fibre and 
natural resin. The ship was 
launched in February 2025 

at Hodi Shipyard, Goa. 
After years of construction 
and other preparations, 
on December 29, it was 
flagged off by Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, 
Western Naval Command, 
Vice Admiral, Krishna 
Swaminathan, in the pres-
ence of the Ambassador of 
the Sultanate of Oman to 
India, Issa Saleh Al Shibani.

“Wonderful to see that 
INSV Kaundinya is embark-
ing on her maiden voyage 
from Porbandar to Mus-
cat, Oman. Built using the 
ancient Indian stitched-
ship technique, this ship 
highlights India’s rich mar-
itime traditions. I congrat-
ulate the designers, arti-
sans, shipbuilders and the 
Indian Navy for their ded-
icated efforts in bringing 
this unique vessel to life. 
My best wishes to the crew 
for a safe and memorable 
journey, as they retrace 
our historic links with the 
Gulf region and beyond. 
@INSVKaundinya,” Prime 
Minster Narendra Modi 
posted on X.

INSV Kaundinya recreation 
of fifth-century vessel

Its design and construction had posed ‘unique technical challenges.’

A 5th century mural depicting an ancient Indian stitched sailing ship with 
multiple masts and sails, serving as inspiration for the Indian Navy’s INSV 

Kaundinya on its maiden voyage.



QUOTE  FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Confidence and hard work is the best medicine  
to kill the disease called failure”

[ Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam ]

Established  1974  Volume  51  No. 87

|  O U R  V I E W  | 

When President Droupadi Murmu descended 
beneath the waves aboard INS Vaghsheer on 
December 28, she did more than undertake 

a symbolic naval sortie. She reaffirmed India’s growing 
confidence in its indigenous defence capabilities and the 
silent strength of its submarine arm. Only once before 
has a President of India ventured into the claustrophobic, 
high pressure world of a submarine—APJ Abdul Kalam in 
2006. Murmu’s dive thus carries both historic resonance 
and contemporary significance. INS Vaghsheer, a Kalvari 
class submarine built under Project 75, represents India’s 
steady march towards self reliance in defence manufac-
turing. Powered by stealth, endurance, and precision, it 
is a reminder that maritime security is not a luxury but 
a necessity for a nation with vast coastlines and strategic 
ambitions. The President’s presence onboard was not 
ceremonial alone; it was a message to the world that 
India’s leadership stands shoulder to shoulder with its 
armed forces, even in the most demanding operational 
environments. The sortie also underscores the Navy’s 
evolving role in safeguarding India’s interests in the 
Indian Ocean Region. With rising geopolitical tensions, 
piracy threats, and the shadow of great power compe-
tition, submarines are the unseen guardians of sover-
eignty. Murmu’s dive symbolically bridges the civilian 
leadership and the military establishment, reinforcing 
democratic oversight while celebrating professional 
excellence. Yet, beyond the optics, the event invites 
reflection. Defence self reliance must not remain con-
fined to submarines or symbolic gestures. It requires 
sustained investment in research, innovation, and indige-
nous industry. It demands transparency in procurement 
and accountability in execution. The President’s sortie 
should inspire policymakers to deepen reforms and 
citizens to appreciate the sacrifices of those who serve 
beneath the waves, unseen but indispensable. In saluting 
the Navy, Murmu saluted India’s future. Her dive was not 
into darkness, but into the depths of national resolve. 
It was a reminder that true strength lies not in rhetoric, 
but in readiness. It was also a call to nurture innova-
tion across sectors, ensuring India’s resilience in every 
frontier. In the depths of the ocean, India glimpsed the 
depths of its own determination.

|  G U E S T  V I E W  | 

Strategic Port, 
Seismic Risk: Burning 
the Future in Nicobar

The Turbulence of Efficiency: IndiGo’s 
HR Failed the FDTL Litmus Test

The Great Nicobar project is being sold as strategic 
foresight. In reality, it is state-sanctioned ecolog-
ical vandalism. To build a transshipment port, 

airport, and township, the government plans to clear 
close to a million trees on one of India’s most biodiverse 
islands. These forests are not surplus land. They are liv-
ing systems that sustain endemic species, protect coast-
lines, regulate fragile ecosystems, and support coral reefs 
and turtle nesting sites like Gal-
athea Bay. Once destroyed, they 
cannot be “mitigated.” The proj-
ect moves ahead despite Great 
Nicobar’s location in a highly 
seismic zone, scarred by the 
2004 tsunami. Risk is acknowl-
edged only to be ignored. Envi-
ronmental clearances have been 
fast-tracked, impact assessments 
diluted, and scientific warnings 
sidelined, reducing account-
ability and transparency. 
Most damning is the treatment of the island’s people. The 
Shompen and Nicobarese tribes, among the most vulnera-
ble in the country, face displacement through procedural 
consent and hollow consultations. Laws meant to protect 
forests and Indigenous rights are bent to suit timelines, 
not justice. A state that silences forests, erases communi-
ties, and gags voices to build infrastructure is not securing 
the future—it is burning it.

Noopur Baruah, Tezpur
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LynchistaanVs Bangladesh
Kudos to Mehbooba Mufti for calling a spade a spade when it comes to the 
“Great Indian Hypocrisy.” The “mainstream” remains scandalously silent on the 
barbaric, murderous assaults unleashed upon fellow Indians of Bengali, Mus-
lim, and North-Eastern origin like Juyel Sheikh and Anjel Chakma, yet grows 
zealously vocal against “atrocities on minorities” in Bangladesh. How can “New 
India,” fast degrading into “Lynchistaan” (as aptly termed by Mehbooba), dare to 
point fingers at Bangladesh instead of cleaning its own backyard first?

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata

Accountability Key in Raigarh Mine Stir Clashes
The probe ordered into the Raigarh mine stir violence must be thorough, 
impartial, and transparent. Workers’ grievances over safety and rights can-
not be brushed aside, nor can the excesses that led to clashes be ignored. 
Accountability is essential to restore trust between communities, industry, 
and administration. Justice must prevail, ensuring both dignity of labour 
and rule of law. Only then can Raigarh move forward without repeating 
such tragic unrest.

Aparna Verma, Raigarh
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The Drip of Disease - How Spitting Affects Us All

Spitting in public is a 
bad habit, whether 
you are spitting due to 

any problem or just out of 
habit. Spitting in a public 
place indicates both lack of 
civic sense and poor aware-
ness on hygiene practices. 
Virus can be passed on 
from person to person via 
respiratory droplets.There 
is something else that gets 
very little or no empha-
sis — avoiding spitting in 
public. Like cough, spitting 
too, according to doctors 
and public health officials, 
can lead to spread of infec-
tions. There are many who 
use chewing tobacco and 
spit also posing specific 
dangers to themselves 
and hose around them. 
The tainted saliva can also 
send cancer agents into 
the lining of the stomach, 

oesophagus and bladder. 
Saliva hosts a variety of 
diseases and infections.  
Droplets of mucus and 
saliva are often carriers of 
many viruses.

Spitting in public is a 
revolting habit that’s not 
only unhygienic but also 
poses significant health 
risks. When people spit, 
they release a cocktail 
of bacteria, viruses, and 
other pathogens into the 
environment, contami-
nating surfaces, water, 
and air. This can lead to 
the spread of diseases like 
tuberculosis, pneumo-
nia, and even COVID-19. 
Moreover, spitting can also 
spread infections like hep-
atitis A and E, and gastro-
intestinal diseases. Spitting 
in places of public work 
or use and public service 

vehicles, mandates dis-
play of boards pinpointing 
that both are offences, and 
are punishable with fine. 
People should be made to 
feel that spitting does not 
reflect good on them. This 
coincided with greater 
awareness of the transmis-
sion of contagious diseases 
that could be spread by 
spitting. It is a filthy habit 
that can spread germs 
and cause health issues. 
Unfortunately, spitting is 
a means of showing off in 
today’s so called civilised 
society. Ulcers, cancers 
and the spreading of dis-
ease are major consider-
ations when talking about 
the dangers of spitting. 
Mental issues, such as 
self image problems, can 
also become a contribut-
ing factor in developing a 

spitting habit. The habit is 
particularly problematic 
in densely populated areas 
where people are in close 
proximity, making it easier 
for diseases to spread. It’s 
not just the person spitting 
who’s at risk; everyone 
around them is vulnerable. 
Plus, it creates an unpleas-
ant environment, reflect-
ing poorly on community 
hygiene and personal 
responsibility.

Governments and 
health organizations 
worldwide are working 
to curb this habit through 
awareness campaigns and 
fines, emphasizing the 
importance of maintain-
ing public hygiene. Simple 
actions like using spittoons 
or tissues can make a big 
difference. Let’s break this 
nasty habit and promote a 

healthier, cleaner environ-
ment for all. From a health 
perspective, spitting can 
spread infectious agents to 
others. Other diseases that 
are spread through saliva 
include TB, hepatitis, viral 
meningitis, cytomegalovi-
rus - a common virus sim-
ilar to the herpes virus - 
and the Epstein-Barr virus, 
which is a common herpes 
virus that causes many 
diseases such as glandu-
lar fever. Spit that carries 
such infections must pen-
etrate the body somehow 
and reach the bloodstream 
such as via an open sore, 
mouth or even an eye, in 
order to become deadly. It 
is observed that most peo-
ple find spitting a wholly 
obnoxious, filthy habit 
which can spread germs 
and causes health issues.

A Dive into India’s 
Depths of Self 
Reliance Siddharth, Indian  

Institute of  
Management Raipur

Dr. Sanjeev Prashar, 
Indian Institute of  

Management Raipur

Dr. Archana Parashar, 
Indian Institute of  

Management Raipur

There is something else that gets very little or no emphasis — avoiding spitting in public

Vinod Chandrashekhar 
Dixit, Freelance journalist, 

writer and cartoonist

who need months for type, 
rating and training before 
they can be used.

The IndiGo meltdown 
serves as a vital case study 
for why the HR function 
must move beyond admin-
istrative workforce plan-
ning and into the heart of 
Corporate Risk Manage-
ment. Predictive Work-
force Modelling: Human 
resources should no longer 
rely on traditional spread-
sheets. Present day work-
force management entails 
utilizing different scenar-
ios in modelling, which 
also considers changes 
in regulations. In case a 
law is passed that man-
dates a twenty-five percent 
increase in the time of rest, 
HR department will have 
to start a recruitment cam-
paign one year ahead.

Regulatory Risk Integra-
tion: HR leaders need to 
be constantly present at 
the “Risk Table”. It is a Tal-
ent Acquisition task, when 
the DGCA informs about a 
change in duty hours. By 
involving HR in the differ-
ent stages of compliance 
with regulations, compa-
nies are in a position to 
prevent the “show, cause” 
letters that are a result 
of the management of 
IndiGo, are presently being 

received by the top man-
agement of IndiGo.

Abandoning the “Cap-
ture” Model: The heavy 
dependence on non-poach-
ing agreements and long 
notice periods reflects a 
control mentality that is no 
longer compatible with the 
fast, paced world of work. 
In a market characterized 
by rapid growth, the free 
movement of talent can 
be considered as a kind of 
security. Rather than block-
ing exits, HR should be 
encouraged to look at the 
problem from the perspec-
tive of creating strong tal-
ent pipelines.

The IndiGo crisis of 2025 
is a powerful reminder 
that in the air transport 
industry, the crew remains 
the most important safety 
equipment. When a com-
pany’s human resources 
department is only con-
cerned with cutting costs 
and neglects to keep up 
with regulations, it is like 
the whole organization is 
flying without a parachute. 
If India is to be the third 
largest aviation market 
in the world, our airlines 
need to stop treating pilots 
as expendable “line items” 
and start seeing workforce 
planning as an essential 
part of safety in the air.

Indian aviation sector, 
known for its rapid 
growth and low, cost 

features, faced a steep 
drop that was pertinently 
related to human capi-
tal and not engine phys-
ics. In the first week of 
December 2025, IndiGo, 
the largest airline in India, 
went through a systemic 
operational meltdown and 
had to cancel more than 
1600 flights. The airline, 
however, blamed the can-
cellations on “unforeseen 
operational challenges”, 
but the truth was very 
different. The new FDTL 
norm was the cause of the 
crisis. It was not just an 
operational malfunction; 
the failure to respond to 
a regulation change that 
has been known for almost 
two years is a disastrous 
defiance of strategic HR 
and risk management.

This lean obsession has 
had a very high cost, which 
is now very clear from the 
data. It was reckoned by 
the industry analysts that 
to fully comply with the 
new norms, which require 
forty-eight hours of rest 
per week, and limited night 
landings, airlines needed to 
increase their pilot staff by 
twenty to twenty-five per-
cent just to be able to keep 

the same flight schedules. 
The case of IndiGo turned 
out quite the opposite. In 
the middle of the Decem-
ber crisis, the airline’s On 
Time Performance (OTP) 
dropped to an unbelievable 
thirty-five percent, a record 
low for a carrier that is usu-
ally at the forefront of the 
industry with a ninety per-
cent level.

The crisis stems from 
a fundamental misun-
derstanding of human 
resources (HR) policies 
and regulations. Before the 
deadline, IndiGo kept up 
a strict ‘hiring freeze’ and 
at the same time used non
-poaching agreements and 
six month notice periods 
in a rather controversial 
way to secure the existing 
staff. In effect, by treating 
pilots as a cost that can 
be cut, HR management 
turned pilots into a buffer 
against regulations and 
so created a shortage of 
their own making. Their 
plan did not work because 
it was very difficult to 
change restrictive notice 
periods when the shortage 
turned out to be so serious 
and therefore the talent 
tap could not be opened 
fast enough. “Just in time” 
hiring is good for spare 
parts but not for pilots 

Symbolic
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“SHANTI Bill is one of the biggest science 
reforms of Modi govt. India’s nuclear power 

capacity has doubled from about 4.4 Giga 
Watt in 2014 to nearly 8.7 Giga Watt today.”

Dr Jitendra Singh 
Union Minister

CM Dhami 
assures 
justice

DEHRADUN:    Amidst the 
outrage over the murder 
of a Tripura student in 
Dehradun, Uttarakhand 
Chief Minister Pushkar 
Singh Dhami spoke to 
his father on phone on 
Monday and assured 
him of strict punishment 
for the accused, officials 
said. 

Dhami, in a phone 
conversation with 
Angel Chakma’s father 
Tarun Prasad Chakma, 
expressed grief over 
murder of his son and 
said he is personally sad-
dened by the incident 
and can understand the 
pain of his family, they 
said. The chief minister 
said that children from 
India and abroad come 
to Uttarakhand to study, 
and such an environ-
ment has never existed 
here before.

He said, “Therefore, 
this incident is sad for all 
of us also.” Dhami said 
that the government will 
take strict action in this 
matter. He told Tarun 
Prasad Chakma that 
five accused have been 
arrested in connection 
with the incident, while 
another accused is sus-
pected to have fled to 
Nepal, and efforts are 
being made to arrest him 
by declaring a reward.

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The year 
2025 will be remembered 
as a defining chapter in 
India’s defence journey, 
when long-term policy 
intent translated deci-
sively into manufactur-
ing strength and tech-
nological confidence. 
From record-breaking 
production figures and 
surging exports to deeper 
private sector participa-
tion and rapid advances 
in defence technology, 
India’s push for Atmanirb-
harta in defence gathered 
unprecedented momen-
tum during the year.

One of the most strik-
ing markers of 2025 was 
the all-time high defence 
production of around 
Rs 1.51 lakh crore in FY 
2024-25, reflecting an 
18 per cent jump over 
the previous year. This 
surge underscored the 

growing depth of India’s 
defence industrial base, 
built steadily over the 
past decade through pro-
curement reforms, indi-
genisation mandates and 
sustained budgetary sup-
port. Defence Public Sec-
tor Undertakings (DPSUs) 
continued to anchor 
production, contributing 
about 77 per cent of the 
output, but the real story 
of the year was the rapid 
rise of private industry. 

The private sector’s 
share climbed to 23 per 
cent, with growth out-
pacing that of the public 
sector, signaling a more 
balanced and competi-
tive ecosystem. MSMEs, 
startups and large pri-
vate players increas-
ingly became integral 
to supply chains across 
platforms, electronics, 
weapons and subsys-
tems. 2025 also marked 
a turning point in India’s 

defence exports. Ship-
ments touched a record 
Rs 23,622 crore, more 
than 12 per cent higher 
than the previous year 
and nearly 34 times the 
level seen a decade ago. 
Indian defence products 
– from radars, torpedoes 
and electronic warfare 
systems to patrol boats, 
helicopters and missile 
components – found buy-
ers in over 100 countries. 
The United States, France 

and Armenia emerged 
among the top destina-
tions, reinforcing India’s 
growing credibility as a 
reliable defence supplier. 
Simplified licensing, digi-
tal export authorizations 
and Open General Export 
Licences played a key 
role in helping Indian 
companies access global 
markets with greater 
ease. Much of the prog-
ress in 2025 was rooted 
in policy continuity. The 
Defence Acquisition Pro-
cedure (DAP) 2020, with 
its priority for “Buy (Indi-
an-IDDM)” categories, 
continued to steer major 
procurements towards 
indigenous platforms. 
Complementing this, 
streamlined procedures 
under updated procure-
ment manuals improved 
transparency and 
reduced timelines, bene-
fiting both large manufac-
turers and MSMEs. 

India’s defence gains strength 
in tech & manufacturing  

India’s defence sector transformed policy vision into manufacturing 
power, technological confidence and expanding global exports in 2025.

HIGHLIGHT

z Defence production 
hits Rs 1.51 lakh crore; 
private sector share 
rises, indigenous 
ecosystem.

z Defence exports 
surge to Rs 23,622 
crore, reaching 100 
countries, cementing 
India’s credibility.

7 railway staff felicitated 
for exemplary service
BHUBANESWAR : In rec-
ognition of exemplary 
dedication, alertness and 
commitment to oper-
ational safety, the Divi-
sional Railway Manager 
of Khurda Road Railway 
Division,  Alok Tripathi, 
felicitated seven Railway 
employees for their out-
standing performance 
while discharging their 
duties.  The employees 
honoured include  Nabin 
Kumar Palai, Loco Pilot, 
Kendujhargarh;  A.K. Bali-

arsingh, Loco Pilot, Khurda 
Road;  Manoj Kumar 
Hansdah, Track Maintain-
er-III, Rahama;  Gorakh 
Behera, Track Maintain-

er-II, Angul;  Prakash 
Chandra Biswal, Track 
Maintainer-IV, Angul;  Pra-
deep Kumar Sahoo, Track 
Maintainer-IV, Rajathgarh; 
and  Niranjan Rana, Track 
Maintainer-IV, Rajathgarh.  
These employees demon-
strated exceptional pres-
ence of mind and vigilance 
during the course of their 
routine duties and took 
timely and effective actions 
that significantly contrib-
uted to the safe, secure and 
smooth operation.

Press Trust Of India

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab 
government has called 
a one-day special ses-
sion of the assembly on 
December 30 against the 
Centre’s Viksit Bharat 
Guarantee for Rozgar and 
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) 
Act, which replaces the 
20-year-old MGNREGA.

The VB-G RAM G Bill 
was passed in Parliament 
during the recently con-
cluded Winter Session of 
Parliament amid vocifer-
ous protests by the oppo-
sition. The new act has 
a provision for 125 days 
of wage employment for 
rural workers. The Pun-
jab Government is against 
the VB-G-RAM-G Act, for 
would harm the interest of 
the farmers, and BPL fami-
lies said the Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann. . 

Punjab Cabinet Min-
ister Tarunpreet Singh 
Sond claimed that the 
new rural employment 

law will severely impact 
below-poverty-line  (BPL) 
families, Scheduled Caste 
communities, and rural 
labourers who depend 
on the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) for survival.

However, Punjab 
BJP chief Sunil Jakhar 
slammed the AAP gov-
ernment for convening a 
special assembly session 
to oppose the VB-G RAM 
G Act, saying the Bhag-
want Mann dispensation 
was “acting like an event 
management company” 
instead of focusing on 
development works.

Intensifying his attack, 
the BJP leader alleged that 
the AAP government was 
preparing for yet another 
“propaganda exercise”.  
In a statement here on 
Sunday, BJP leader Jakhar 
said the Mann government 
has “failed” on every front 
and has no achievements 
to count. 

Punjab government 
calls special 
Assembly session 

Press Trust Of India

LUCKNOW:  Samajwadi 
Party president Akhilesh 
Yadav on Monday said 
the killing of the Tripura 
student in Uttarakhand’s 
Dehradun was an outcome 
of the “extremely hateful 
and deplorable mindset” 
of divisive elements.

Reacting sharply to the 
incident, the former Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister 
said the murder reflected 
the dangerous conse-
quences of growing intol-
erance in the society. A 
24-year-old MBA student, 
Anjel Chakma from Nan-
dannagar in West Tripura 
district, was attacked by 
a group of six people in 
Dehradun on December 9, 
when he objected to their 
racial slurs. He succumbed 
to his injuries during treat-
ment on December 26.

In a statement issued 
from the Samajwadi Party 
headquarters, Yadav said, 
“A divisive mindset is tak-

ing lives every day and 
such elements, enjoying 
political patronage, are 
flourishing like poison-
ous weeds.” He claimed 
that such negative forces 
posed a serious threat to 
the country, its unity and 
integrity.Yadav said it was 
imperative for peace-lov-
ing and harmony-driven 
citizens to unite, identify 
such anti-social elements 
within the society and 
socially boycott them, 
warning that otherwise 
anyone could become a 
victim of such violence 
in future. He appealed 
to the Supreme Court 
to take suo motu cogni-
sance of the incident and  
ensure justice.

Student’s killing result of 
intolerance in society: Akhilesh
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Sonam Bajwa slams ‘Housefull 5’ 
women portrayal
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Bebo’s latest Instagram story 
shows stylish vibes 
Actress Kareena Kapoor shared a playful Insta-
gram Story, posing with pouted lips and black 
sunglasses, proving that food and fun are always 
on her mind. Fans loved this stylish, candid 
glimpse of Bebo’s off-screen personality.

Actress Tara Sutaria gave fans a glimpse into 
her personal life by sharing candid selfies with 
her beau Veer Pahariya and close friend Orry 
on Instagram Stories. The first image featured 
Veer posing alongside Orry, while another cap-
tured Tara smiling with her friend in a cozy, 
intimate setting. Adding a red heart emoji, 
she expressed her affection for both, delight-
ing fans with this glimpse into her off-screen 
moments. The photos highlight Tara’s playful 
and affectionate side, offering a rare peek into 
her relationship with Veer while showcasing 
the warmth and camaraderie she shares with 
her inner circle, making fans feel part of her 
joyful night out.

Genelia D’Souza turned heads in a custom Pic-
chika saree rendered in soft ivory, adorned with 
hand-painted floral motifs in serene shades of 
blue and green. Styled by Priyanka Castelino, 
the ensemble embraced minimalism, letting 
craftsmanship and subtle elegance take center 
stage. Gold accents traced select petals, adding 
shimmer without overpowering the delicate 
blooms. The classic silhouette and sheer drape 
created organic movement, while Genelia’s low 
bun, fresh flowers, tiny bindi, and luminous 
makeup enhanced her natural beauty. 

Citing Alia Bhatt, 
Sonam notes that even 
talented actors start 
with conventional debut 
roles before moving on 
to complex characters. 
Defending her perfor-
mance, she says com-
edy is a difficult genre, 

and even limited scenes 
demand skill. Despite 
her small role, she 
focused on delivering 
impact through timing 
and presence, ensuring 
every scene highlighted 
her potential and show-
cased her abilities.

Bollywood pairs
Tara Sutaria gives  

fans peek into relationship 
with Veer

Fashion

Genelia D’Souza shows 
minimalism can be  

striking in Saree

“I had no idea about all this, but I mean, 
Tamannaah Bhatia is amazing, she’s beautiful, 

and she’s so good at what she does. More power 
to her, you know what’s written in someone’s 
destiny, they receive. I feel like this was meant 
for me, it was meant for Ayesha, and we got it.”

Krystle D’Souza 
Actress

Web Series

South Indian OTT blends 
feelings with digital reality
South Indian OTT storytelling is entering 
a new era where technology shapes emo-
tional conflict, redefining how characters 
love, doubt, and make choices. This “Emo-
tion-Tech” narrative blends everyday digi-
tal tools, algorithms, and surveillance with 
human psychology, making technology an 
emotional infrastructure rather than a back-
drop. Characters measure love, seek valida-
tion through data, and navigate relationships 
influenced by constant digital exposure. 
Shows like Heartiley Battery and Nayanam 
explore how access, visibility, and algorithmic 
certainty create emotional tension.

Sunil Grover 
perfectly imitates 

Aamir

Amazon Prime 
to stream 120 

Bahadur 

Ek Deewane Ki 
Deewaniyat now 

on ZEE5 

Comedian Sunil Grover 
stunned audiences with 
a flawless Aamir Khan 
mimicry on The Great 

Indian Kapil Show. Fans 
praised his transforma-
tion, saying he looked 

“more Aamir than Aamir 
himself,” adding to his 
repertoire of celebrity 

impersonations.

Farhan Akhtar’s military 
drama 120 Bahadur, 

depicting the bravery 
of Major Shaitan Singh 
Bhati and Charlie Com-
pany during the 1962 

Indo-China war, will pre-
miere on Amazon Prime 
Video from January 16, 

2026, after its  
theatrical run.

After a successful 
Diwali 2025 theatri-
cal run, Bollywood 

romance Ek Deewane 
Ki Deewaniyat, starring 

Harshvardhan Rane 
and Sonam Bajwa, 

is now streaming on 
ZEE5, letting audiences 
experience its intense 

love story and dra-
matic passion online.

Viral Meme shows 
Kajol versus 

Vecna 
After Govinda memes 

in Avatar: Fire and Ash, 
Stranger Things Season 

5 Volume 2 sparked viral 
laughter with a meme of 

Kajol facing off Vecna, 
cleverly edited from her 
recent film Maa, delight-

ing fans online.

Ram Pothineni’s 
film hits Netflix 

Ram Pothineni’s 
action-comedy Andhra 
King Taluka, praised for 
its heartfelt storytelling 

and strong performances, 
has now premiered on 
Netflix in multiple lan-
guages, allowing audi-
ences to experience its 

emotional tale of fandom, 
ambition, and devotion.

|  SMALL SCREEN | 

Indian streaming series fans couldn’t stop watching

Central Chronicle News

The actress opens 
up on backlash sur-
rounding House-
full 5 and women’s 
limited roles.

Sonam Bajwa’s Bolly-
wood debut with House-
full 5 delivered strong box 
office numbers but also 
drew criticism for its por-
trayal of women. Many 
felt the film relied on ste-
reotypes and glamour, 
giving female charac-
ters little agency. Sonam 
says she was aware of 
this before signing the 
project and approached 
it with realistic expecta-
tions. She acknowledges 
the backlash, emphasiz-
ing that audiences have 
the right to voice their 
opinions. At the same 
time, she points out that 
mainstream commercial 
films often follow famil-
iar formulas where male 
characters dominate, 
and women serve pri-
marily as visual attrac-
tions. This, she believes, 
remains a common trend 
in big-budget cinema. 
Sonam knew Housefull 
5 was an ensemble com-
edy featuring established 
actors and that her role 
would be limited. Yet, as 
her first Hindi film, she 
accepted that. For her, 
joining a major franchise 
and gaining visibility in 
Bollywood was more 
important at that stage. 

Central Chronicle News

2025 proved to be 
an extraordinary 
year for Indian OTT, 

offering a mix of fan 
favourites and bold new-
comers that kept viewers 
glued to their screens. 
Panchayat Season 4 
continued from the pre-
vious cliffhanger, with 
village politics intensi-
fying as Manju Devi and 
Kranti Devi battle for the 
panchayat seat, while 
Abhishek juggles CAT 
exam preparations and 
a budding romance with 
Rinki. Aryan Khan’s The 
Ba**ds of Bollywood* 
made waves with its 
seven-episode sharp, 
meta-commentary on 
the Hindi film indus-
try, seamlessly blending 

humour, drama, and 
insider gossip about 
stardom and industry 
politics. Thrillers and 
crime dramas also left a 
mark. Paatal Lok Season 
2 moved the action to 
Nagaland, with Jaideep 

Ahlawat’s Hathiram 
navigating political 
conspiracies and local 
insurgencies. The Fam-
ily Man Season 3 raised 
the stakes as Srikant 
Tiwari faced a personal 
and geopolitical crisis, 
balancing national secu-
rity with family survival. 

Other standout shows 
included Black Warrant, 
a gritty historical prison 
drama, and Khauf, a 
chilling supernatural 
thriller set in Delhi. The 
Royals offered light-
hearted comedy-drama 
with aristocratic family 
secrets and unexpected 

romances. Meanwhile, 
Special Ops Season 2 
explored cyber-warfare 
and internal betrayal, 
challenging Himmat 
Singh in his most com-
plex mission yet. 

From laugh-out-loud 
comedies to intense thrill-
ers, historical dramas to 

supernatural mysteries, 
Indian OTT in 2025 show-
cased diversity, innova-
tion, and top-notch sto-
rytelling. These shows 
didn’t just entertain they 
reflected society, politics, 
and human emotions in 
gripping ways. Fans cele-
brated returning favour-
ites while embracing fresh 
narratives, proving that 
Indian streaming plat-
forms have firmly estab-
lished themselves as a 
powerhouse of compel-
ling, binge-worthy con-
tent that kept audiences 
hooked throughout the 
year. With record-break-
ing viewer ship and buzz 
worthy premieres, 2025 
truly redefined Indian 
OTT storytelling.

Sonam Bajwa 

marked her 

Bollywood debut 

with Housefull 5

Sonam shares her perspective on navigating Bollywood as  
a female actor in ensemble films.

HIGHLIGHT

z From laughs to 
suspense, Indian OTT 
captured hearts and 
screens in 2025.
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&Glitters

Indian OTT series that kept us 

hooked in 2025



HIGHLIGHT

z In Canada, two 
understated streets 
have become subtle 
talking points for curious 
travellers.

HIGHLIGHT

z The hotel features 
Hogwarts house-themed 
rooms and enchanting 
wizarding experiences for 
visitors.
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TRAVELOGUE

Canadian 
streets 

inspired by 
Bollywood 

icons

Excursion
WindowView
AROUND THE GREAT WATERFALLS

|  TOURISM TRAVEL | 

Experience wizarding at Harry Potter 
themed hotel stay

Central Chronicle News

Europe is about to get a 
magical addition for travel-
lers and Harry Potter fans 
alike. The world’s first fully 
Harry Potter–themed hotel 
is set to open inside LEGO-
LAND Deutschland Resort in 
Günzburg, Germany, offer-
ing an immersive Wizard-
ing World experience with-
out crossing the Atlantic. 
Located in Bavaria, roughly 
halfway between Munich 
and Stuttgart, it’s easily 
accessible for European trav-
ellers and just a few hours 
from Luxembourg. While an 
official opening date hasn’t 
been announced, excitement 
is already building. The hotel 
promises rooms inspired by 
the four Hogwarts houses, 
with signature colours, 
crests, and playful décor 
to transport guests straight 
into the world of wizards 
and witches. From whim-
sical furniture to themed 

beds reminiscent of beloved 
characters, every detail aims 
to create a fully immersive 

fantasy environment. Fam-
ilies, pop-culture enthusi-
asts, and travellers seeking 
unique stays are set to find 
this an unforgettable experi-
ence. Being part of the larger 
LEGOLAND Deutschland 
Resort also allows guests to 
combine their themed stay 
with park attractions, mak-
ing it a fun-filled stop for 
families. The resort’s enter-
tainment options paired with 
the hotel’s magic-infused 
design offer a perfect mix 
of nostalgia, adventure, and 
relaxation.

Before this hotel opens, 
Europe already has sev-
eral Harry Potter–inspired 
stays, including country-
side cottages in England, 
gothic hotels in London, 
and literary-themed suites 
in Edinburgh tied to J.K. 
Rowling’s life. Yet, none of 
these are entirely dedicated 
to the Wizarding World, 
giving the LEGOLAND hotel 
a unique edge.

Two Canadian streets dedicated to popular names from Bollywood

China’s 
Shimmering 
Mineral 
Wonder

Huangguoshu 
Waterfall 
in China is 
a majestic 
cascade that 
occasionally 
shimmers 
in unusual 

hues due to minerals dissolved in its waters. Rain and 
sunlight interacting with iron, copper, and other natural 
elements can create subtle green, blue, or reddish tints 
along its cliffs. As one of China’s largest waterfalls, it 
attracts travellers seeking not only its immense size 
but also the dynamic colours that appear seasonally. 
Visiting Huangguoshu combines natural beauty, cultural 
significance, and the surreal sight of flowing water that 
seems to transform with every glance.

Turquoise 
Treasure 
among 
Redrocks

Havasu Creek 
is famous for 
its turquoise 
waters, 
tumbling into 
waterfalls 
surrounded 

by red canyon walls. Rich in calcium carbonate and 
magnesium, the water reflects sunlight to create vivid 
blue-green shades that change throughout the day. The 
combination of red rocks, lush greenery, and shifting 
water hues makes Havasu Falls a visual masterpiece. 
Hikers and photographers flock here to capture the 
magical interplay of light and mineral-rich waters. 
The dynamic colours make each visit unique, ensuring 
travellers a constantly changing natural spectacle unlike 
any other in North America.

Iceland’s Mighty 
Glacial Waterfall 
Spectacle 

Dettifoss, Iceland’s 
most powerful 
waterfall, 
occasionally 
displays subtle 
colour shifts from 
grey to brown 
depending on 
volcanic sediment 

and glacial meltwater. The mineral-rich glacial waters 
carry volcanic ash, creating earthy tones in the torrent. 
Surrounded by Iceland’s rugged landscape, this dramatic 
waterfall mesmerizes travellers with both sheer power 
and ever-changing hues. Misty sprays catch the light, 
occasionally producing rainbows that add more colour 
to the scene. Hiking along the trails offers different 
perspectives, allowing visitors to witness Dettifoss in its 
dynamic, almost theatrical natural setting. 

Rainbow Magic 
Across Two 
Nations

Iguazu Falls 
straddles the 
border of 
Argentina and 
Brazil and 
boasts hundreds 
of cascading 
drops. Seasonal 

rains can alter water colour from muddy brown to 
clear green, influenced by sediments and minerals 
carried downstream. Sunlight and mist create dazzling 
rainbow effects that change throughout the day. The 
lush rainforest surrounding the falls amplifies the 
effect, adding deep greens and earthy tones to the 
vibrant spectacle. Viewing platforms allow tourists to 
witness the falls from multiple angles, each revealing 
unique colours and moods, making Iguazu a natural 
masterpiece that constantly evolves.

Lava Streams 
Turning 
Vibrant Blue-
Green

Hraunfossar 
is a series of 
gentle waterfalls 
flowing through 
lava fields in 
western Iceland. 

The water appears in a stunning turquoise or blue-green 
shade as it emerges from beneath black volcanic rocks. 
Seasonal variations, sunlight, and water flow intensity 
create shifting colours along the cascading streams. 
The surrounding moss-covered lava adds contrast, 
making the waterfalls appear even more vibrant. 
Visitors can explore the pathways and viewing spots, 
appreciating how this unique geological formation turns 
simple flowing water into a dynamic visual experience. 
Hraunfossar offers a rare, tranquil spectacle of nature’s 
ever-changing palette.

Travel surprises you when 
cities reveal unexpected 

stories in their quiet corners.

Bollywood’s influence is 
often measured through box
-office records, chart-topping 
music, or global fan follow-
ings. But in Canada, that cul-
tural impact has taken a far 
more permanent and unex-
pected form it appears on 
street signs. Two streets in 
the country are named after 
legendary Indian artists: Raj 
Kapoor Crescent and A.R. 
Rahman Street. Their pres-
ence highlights how deeply 
Indian cinema and music 
have travelled across borders 
and settled into everyday life 

abroad. Canada is home to 
nearly 2.9 million people of 
Indian origin, making it one of 
the largest Indian Diasporas 
in the world. Over decades, 
Bollywood films and sound-
tracks have played a key role 
in preserving cultural roots 
while also introducing Indian 
stories to global audiences. 
These street names quietly 
reflect that shared cultural 
journey. 

Raj Kapoor Crescent, 
located in Brampton, Ontario, 
honours Raj Kapoor, one of 
the most influential figures 
in Indian cinema. Known 
as the “showman of Bolly-
wood,” Kapoor was admired 

for films such as Awara, Shree 
420, and Mera Naam Joker. 
His storytelling, filled with 
emotion, social commentary, 
and unforgettable music, 
resonated with viewers far 
beyond India, earning him a 
loyal international following.

A.R. Rahman Street cele-
brates a more contemporary 
icon. The Oscar-winning com-

poser revolutionised Indian 
music with his unique blend 
of classical sounds, modern 
beats, and global influences. 
From Bollywood hits to Hol-
lywood projects, Rahman’s 
work connects cultures and 
generations, making his 
name instantly recognisable 
worldwide.

The first ever 
Harry Potter-
themed hotel is 
coming to life.



Press Trust Of India

DURBAN:  Former New 
Zealand all-rounder 
Doug Bracewell has 
announced his retire-
ment from all forms 
of cricket at the age of 
35, bringing the cur-
tain down on a career 
marked by grit, versa-
tility and memorable 
moments for the Black-
caps.

Bracewell represented 
New Zealand in 28 Tests, 
21 One-Day Internation-
als and 20 T20 Interna-
tionals between 2011 and 
2023. Across formats, he 
claimed 120 international 
wickets and scored 915 
runs, establishing himself 
as a reliable seam-bowl-
ing all-rounder when-
ever called upon. His 
best years came in Test 
cricket, where he picked 

up 74 wickets and con-
tributed 568 runs. His 
most iconic performance 
came against Australia 
in Hobart in 2011, when 
he produced career-best 
figures of 6 for 40 in the 
second innings to inspire 
a dramatic seven-run vic-
tory. That match remains 
New Zealand’s last Test 
win over Australia and 
a defining highlight of 
Bracewell’s career.

Press Trust Of India

India’s aggressive 
rebuild ahead of the 
T20 World Cup shows 
promising results, 
despite recurring con-
cerns over sharpness 
in fielding.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: India 
will look to round off a 
dominant home cam-
paign by completing a 
5-0 series whitewash 
against Sri Lanka in the 
fifth and final women’s 
T20 International here 
on Tuesday.

The ongoing five-
match series has been 

a crucial component of 
India’s rebuilding phase 
following their disap-
pointing group-stage 
exit in the 2024 T20 
World Cup. With the next 
global event scheduled in 
England in June-July, the 
hosts have consciously 
adopted a more aggres-
sive template, one that 
has already delivered two 
series victories this year.

Captain Harman-
preet Kaur has repeat-
edly stressed the need 
for higher standards and 
fearless intent in the 
shortest format, a phi-
losophy that has been 
evident throughout the 

series. India’s bowlers 
laid the foundation in the 
early matches, keeping 
Sri Lanka on a tight leash 
and allowing the batters 
minimal pressure during 
chases.

Among the standout 
performers has been 
explosive opener Sha-
fali Verma, who has tor-
mented the Sri Lankan 
attack with three half-
centuries in four outings 
at a strike rate exceeding 
185. Her return to peak 
form has been timely, 
especially with the World 
Cup looming.

Another significant 
boost has been the resur-

gence of vice-captain 
Smriti Mandhana, who 
shrugged off a lean run 
with a fluent 80 in the 
fourth T20I. Her opening 
partnership with Sha-
fali — a blistering 162-run 
stand — rewrote India’s 
record books for the 
highest opening stand in 
women’s T20Is.

India’s bowling unit 
has also impressed. 
Pacer Renuka Singh 
Thakur has returned 
strongly after a year-
long absence, while 
Deepti Sharma contin-
ues to be the side’s most 
dependable all-rounder. 
Young left-arm spinner 

Vaishnavi Sharma has 
made an instant impact, 
emerging as joint-high-
est wicket-taker with 
four scalps at an impres-
sive economy rate.

However, fielding 
remains India’s only 
major concern, with 
dropped catches and 
missed stumpings creep-
ing into otherwise domi-
nant performances.

Sri Lanka, mean-
while, will draw encour-
agement from their 
batting revival in the 
fourth T20I, where they 
chased India’s massive 
221 with unexpected 
confidence.

Shan Masood 
scores fastest 
first-class 200
KARACHI: Test captain 
Shan Masood has scored 
the fastest double cen-
tury by a Pakistani in 
first-class cricket in 177 
balls, breaking batting 
great Inzamam Ul Haq’s 
three-decade old record. 
Masood set the mark 
while playing for Sui 
Northern Gas against 
Sahar Associates on the 
first day of the Presi-
dent’s Cup departmental 
tournament. Previously, 
the record was held by 
former skipper Inza-
mam, who had scored a 
double hundred from 188 
balls in a tour match in 
England in 1992. Masood 
was unbeaten on 212 
from 185 balls at close 
on day one of the match 
on Sunday. The record 
for the fastest double 
hundred by a visiting 
batsman is still held by 
India’s Virender Sehwag 
who scored a double cen-
tury from 182 balls in the 
Lahore Test in 2006.

| BLACKCAPS STALWART |

NZ all-rounder Doug Bracewell retires at 35

Press Trust Of India

Nick Kyrgios out-
played Aryna Saba-
lenka in a light-
hearted exhibition in 
Dubai.

DUBAI: Nick Kyrgios 
emerged victorious in 
the latest edition of ten-
nis’ much-hyped “Battle 
of the Sexes,” defeat-
ing world number one 
Aryna Sabalenka 6-3, 
6-3 in an exhibition 
match that leaned more 
toward showmanship 
than social statement.

Played at Dubai’s 
17,000-capacity Coca-
Cola Arena, the contest 
was designed as enter-
tainment, with laughter, 
banter and theatrics tak-
ing centre stage. Under-
arm serves, exaggerated 
grunts and even a brief 
dance routine from Saba-

lenka during a timeout 
kept the crowd engaged, 
especially as premium 
tickets reportedly neared 
$800.

Kyrgios, the former 
Wimbledon runner-up 
Nick Kyrgios, has strug-
gled with injuries in 
recent years and has 
played only a handful 

of competitive matches 
since 2022. In Dubai, he 
appeared to pace him-
self, while also dealing 
with adjusted rules aimed 
at balancing the contest. 
Sabalenka’s side of the 
court was marginally 
smaller, and players were 
limited to a single serve 
per point.

Despite the relaxed 
atmosphere, Kyrgios 
admitted to feeling 
nervous before sealing 
the match on his third 
match point, drenched 
in sweat by the end. “I 
had to strap in,” he said, 
calling the event a posi-
tive stepping stone for 
tennis as an entertain-
ment-driven sport.

|  E X H I B I T I O N  S P E C T A C L E  |

FACTFILE

z Exhibition prioritised 
entertainment over 
equality debate, 
featuring modified 
rules, humour and 
crowd engagement 
throughout.

z Sabalenka views 
match as preparation, 
promising tactical 
improvement and 
revenge in future 
meeting.
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BEST OF THE REST

Gill has talent, but lazy shots 
and leadership burden show 
he is not ready for all-format 

captaincy yet at present.
Monty Panesar 

Former England spinner
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PLAYOFF BOUND

Abu Dhabi Knight Riders storm into 
ILT20 playoffs with authority

DUBAI: Abu Dhabi Knight Riders 
booked their ILT20 Playoffs berth 
with a convincing 32-run victory 
over Gulf Giants in the final league 
match here. A dominant 131-run 
opening stand between Michael Pep-
per and Phil Salt powered the Knight 
Riders to a formidable 179 for 1. Pep-
per struck a fluent 83 off 51 balls, 
while Salt anchored the innings 
with an unbeaten 72. Defending the 

target, Jason Holder struck early to 
derail the Giants’ chase, while Sunil 
Narine and Andre Russell delivered 
decisive blows in the middle and 
death overs. Moeen Ali fought val-
iantly with 79, but lacked support as 
the Giants finished on 147 for 9. The 
Knight Riders will face Dubai Capi-
tals in the Eliminator on January 1. 
Meanwhile, Desert Vipers meet MI 
Emirates in Qualifier 1. PTI

Playing for New 
Zealand and Central 

Districts was a 
privilege, and I remain 

grateful for every 
opportunity cricket 

gave me.”

Doug Bracewell 
Former New Zealand  

all-rounder

Kyrgios beats Sabalenka in latest 
‘Battle of the Sexes’ in tennis

India women eye clean 
sweep, Lanka seek pride
India will chase a 5-0 whitewash while Sri Lanka fight for pride and confidence in the 

fifth women’s T20I at Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday evening match.

MILAN: Christian Pulisic capped an 
outstanding 2025 by scoring the 
opening goal in AC Milan’s emphatic 
3-0 Serie A win over Hellas Verona, 
continuing what is shaping up as the 
best season of his career. Pulisic’s 
close-range finish in first-half stop-
page time took his tally to 10 goals 
and two assists in just 15 matches 

across competitions, underlining his 
growing influence for the Rossoneri. 
Milan’s win kept them within one 
point of leaders Inter Milan, ensur-
ing strong momentum heading into 
the new year. Since joining Milan in 
2023, Pulisic has been involved in 
50 goals, second only to Inter striker 
Lautaro Martínez. PTI

AMERICAN MOMENTUM

Pulisic Ends 2025 Strong, Eyes Home 
World Cup Brilliance Ahead

ASHES TEST

GOALS AND GRIT

SYDNEY: England pace bowler Gus 
Atkinson has joined the tourists’ 
mounting injury toll after being 
ruled out for the fifth and final 
Ashes cricket test in Sydney with a 
hamstring injury. Atkinson pulled 
up lame during the second morn-
ing of the Boxing Day test and was 
officially ruled-out after scans on 

Monday confirmed the injury in his 
left leg. England have already lost 
star speedsters Mark Wood (knee) 
and Jofra Archer (side strain) during 
the series, with 27-year-old Matthew 
Potts expected to come into the 
team for the fifth test starting on Jan. 
4 and join Brydon Carse and Josh 
Tongue in the attack. PTI

LONDON:  Dominic Calvert-Lewin 
continued his career-best scoring 
run, netting for a sixth succes-
sive game to earn Leeds United 
a 1-1 draw at Sunderland. The 
striker’s 47th-minute equaliser 
— a trademark close-range finish 
from Brenden Aaronson’s cross 
— took his league tally to eight, 
the highest among English play-
ers, strengthening his case for an 

England recall ahead of the 2026 
World Cup. Leeds extended their 
unbeaten run to five matches and 
moved further clear of relegation 
trouble, despite Simon Adingra’s 
opener for Sunderland. Else-
where, Tottenham Hotspur edged 
Crystal Palace 1-0 away, with 
Archie Gray heading home before 
halftime to ease pressure on Spurs 
boss Thomas Frank. PTI

England’s Atkinson ruled out of final 
Ashes test with hamstring injury

Calvert-Lewin goal streak boosts 
England hopes, Spurs find relief



 Press Trust Of India

Angkrish Raghuvan-
shi, Siddhesh Lad 
complete chase with 
unbeaten 102-run 
partnership.

JAIPUR: Skipper Shar-
dul Thakur produced a 
match-winning perfor-
mance with the new ball 
after a sharp decision at 
the toss as Mumbai reg-
istered a commanding 
nine-wicket win over 
Chhattisgarh in the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy here on 
Monday.

At the Jaipuria Vidy-
alaya ground, Shardul 
elected to field first and 
immediately exploited 
the early morning move-
ment to devastating 
effect. Chhattisgarh were 
rocked inside the first five 
overs, slipping to 10 for 
four as Mumbai’s slip cor-
don stayed alert and the 
ball did enough to trou-
ble the batters.

Shardul struck with 
the second ball of the 
innings, inducing a thick 
edge from right-handed 
opener Ayush Tiwary, 
comfortably taken by 
Sarfaraz Khan at slips. 
Off the final delivery of 
the opening over, one-
drop Mayank Verma was 
clean bowled, further 
denting Chhattisgarh’s 

hopes. Sarfaraz then 
added two more regu-
lation slip catches off 

Shardul’s probing away 
deliveries as the collapse 
deepened.

While the Mumbai 
skipper did the early 
damage, it was left-arm 

spinner Shams Mulani 
who ensured there was 
no escape route later. 
Bowling a tight stump-
to-stump line, Mulani 
claimed 5 for 31 as the last 
six Chhattisgarh wick-
ets fell for just 27 runs. 
Chhattisgarh were even-
tually bowled out for 142 
in 38.1 overs.

Skipper Amandeep 
Khare (63) and all-
rounder Ajay Mandal (46) 
showed commendable 
fight with a 105-run stand 
for the fifth wicket, briefly 
steadying the innings. 
However, once Mandal 
was dismissed, the resis-
tance ended swiftly.

Chasing a modest tar-
get, Mumbai faced little 
difficulty. Young Angkr-
ish Raghuvanshi, batting 
with a bandaged neck fol-
lowing an on-field injury 
in the previous match, 
looked fluent in his 
unbeaten 68 off 66 balls, 
striking six fours and two 
sixes. Veteran Siddhesh 
Lad complemented him 
perfectly with a com-
posed 48 not out, as the 
duo added an unbroken 
102 runs for the second 
wicket to finish the chase 
in just 24 overs.

With this emphatic 
win, Mumbai moved to 
12 points, consolidating 
their position at the top 
of Group C and underlin-
ing their title credentials.

 Press Trust Of India

Priyansh Arya and 
Tejasvi Dahiya pow-
ered Delhi past 
Saurashtra despite 
Pant’s poor outing and 
Kohli missing.

BENGALURU:   Opener 
Priyansh Arya and Tejasvi 
Dahiya made aggressive 
fifties as Delhi rose above 
skipper Rishabh Pant’s 
ordinary outing to beat 
Saurashtra by three wick-
ets in a Group D match of 
the Vijay Hazare Trophy 
here on Monday.

Chasing 321, Arya (78, 
45 balls) and Tejasvi (53, 
51b) did the heavy lift-
ing for a Virat Kohli-less 
Delhi as they romped 
home in 48.5 overs losing 
seven wickets at Alur 2 
grounds.

Saurashtra made a 
challenging 320 for seven 
in 50 overs, courtesy 
a 115 (104b) by opener 

Vishvarajsinh Jadeja and 
an unbeaten 65-ball 95 by 
Ruchit Ahir.

Kohli had played a 
stellar role in Delhi’s win 
in the first two matches, 
scoring a hundred and 
fifty. The star batter is 
set to rejoin the team on 
January 6 for the match 
against Railways at the 
BCCI Centre of Excel-
lence.

Pant could not make a 
heavy contribution, get-
ting out for a 26-ball 22. 
The left-hander gave a 
catch to Jay Gohil off Chi-
rag Jani.

But his teammates 
more than made-up for 
Pant’s lapse and their 
talisman Kohli’s absence. 
Arya was involved in 
a 66-run alliance for 
the second wicket with 
Ayush Doseja before fall-
ing to Chetan Sakarya.

Delhi was 115 for two 
then in 13.2 overs and 
despite losing wickets at 
regular intervals they did 

not allow the asking rate 
to spiral out of control.

Tejasvi was involved 
in two crucial stands 
after Delhi found them-
selves at 160 for four -- 48 
for the fifth wicket with 
Pant and 40 for the next 
wicket with Harsh Tyagi.

When Tejasvi was con-
sumed by Ankur Pawar, 
Delhi still needed 73 
runs in 12 overs with four 
wickets in hand.

But Tyagi (49, 45b) 
and Navdeep Saini (34 
not out) knocked off 
those runs during their 
doughty seventh wicket 
alliance to give Delhi 
valuable four points from 
the game.

They are now leading 
Group D with 12 points 
from three games.
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Fifties by Priyansh, Tejasvi 
carry Delhi to 3-wicket 
win over Saurashtra

Skipper Shardul Thakur 
‘Lords’ over Chattisgarh

HIGHLIGHT

zNeeru Dhanda holds 
nerve to beat strong 
Delhi challenge in 
women’s trap final.

zMadhya Pradesh 
shooters dominate team 
events, underlining 
depth and consistency 
nationally.

Shardul Thakur ticked all the boxes, from winning the toss to blowing away Chhattisgarh’s top 
order, as Mumbai cruised to a nine-wicket victory to complete a group-stage hat-trick.

Central chronicle News

Chhattisgarh dis-
played resilience after 
a shaky start on open-
ing day.

GWALIOR:  Asked to 
bat first after losing 
the toss, Chhattisgarh 
fought back to post 
110 for nine at stumps 
against Punjab on Day 
One of their Men’s 
Under-16 Vijay Mer-
chant Multi Day Trophy 
match here on Sunday.

Chhattisgarh found 
the going tough on a 
responsive pitch as 
Punjab’s bowlers main-
tained tight lines and 
lengths, picking up 
wickets at regular inter-

vals to keep the scoring 
in check. Despite the 
pressure, the batting 
side showed character, 
refusing to fold cheaply 

and ensuring the 
innings lasted 39 overs.

The standout per-
formance came from 
Chandransh Yadav, 
who held the innings 
together with an 
unbeaten 40, showing 
maturity beyond his 
years. He was ably sup-
ported by Anshuman 
Thakur, who contrib-
uted 20 valuable runs, 
while Aniket Kujur 
added 15 to lift the 
total past the 100-run 
mark.

For Punjab Under-
16, Shivam Matri and 
Jaivin led the bowling 
effort with three wick-
ets each, setting up 
an intriguing contest 
heading into Day Two.

Press Trust of India

World cricket body 
flags excessive bowler 
dominance in Mel-
bourne Test assess-
ment.

DUBAI:  The Interna-
tional Cricket Council 
has rated the Melbourne 
pitch unsatisfactory after 
match imbalance. The 
International Cricket 
Council on Monday 
rated the pitch used for 
the fourth Ashes Test 
between Australia and 
England at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground 
as “unsatisfactory”, 
handing the venue one 
demerit point under its 

Pitch and Outfield Moni-
toring Process.

The decision followed 
a dramatic match that 
ended inside two days, 
with England clinching 
a four-wicket win after a 
staggering 36 wickets fell 
in just 142 overs. As many 
as 20 wickets tumbled on 
the opening day alone, 
with no batter from either 
side managing to register 
a half-century during the 
Test.

Match referee Jeff 
Crowe, in his assessment 
report, said the surface 
was excessively bowler-
friendly and failed to offer 
a fair contest between bat 
and ball. “With 20 wick-
ets falling on day one and 

16 on day two, the pitch 
was too much in favour 
of the bowlers and there-
fore deemed unsatisfac-
tory,” Crowe stated.

Under ICC regulations, 
the accumulation of six 
demerit points can result 
in a 12-month suspension 
of international matches 
at the venue. 

Chhattisgarh show grit 
against Punjab U16

ICC slams MCG pitch 
after chaotic Ashes Test

| V I J A Y  M E R C H A N T  M U L T I  D A Y  T R O P H Y |

| PITCH CONTROVERSY |
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Neeru Dhanda con-
quered pressure and 
cold to clinch women’s 
trap gold.
 
 NEW DELHI:   Asian Cham-
pionships gold medallist 
Neeru Dhanda delivered 
a composed and confi-
dent display to clinch the 
women’s trap title at the 
National Shooting Cham-
pionship at the Karni 
Singh Shooting Range 
here on Monday.

Braving chilly con-
ditions, the 25-year-old 
shooter showed remark-
able control and consis-
tency in the final to fin-
ish on top with 41 hits, 

reaffirming her strong 
form on the domestic cir-
cuit. Delhi’s Kirti Gupta 
mounted a stiff chal-
lenge and stayed in close 
contention throughout 
before settling for the sil-
ver medal with 40 hits. 
Madhya Pradesh’s Pra-
gati Dubey secured the 

bronze with a total of 32.
Earlier in the quali-

fication round, Pragati 
topped the field with 
an impressive score of 
117, followed by Neeru 
with 114 and Rajeshwari 
Kumari with 113, high-
lighting the depth of com-
petition.

In the junior men’s 
trap event, Aryavansh 
Tyagi claimed gold with 
42 hits, while Madhya 
Pradesh further stamped 
its authority by domi-
nating the women’s trap 
team event, rounding off 
a successful champion-
ship campaign.

| T R A P  T R I U M P H |

Neeru Dhanda takes women’s 
trap gold in National Shooting

Delhi boy 
Jagreet 
Misra wins 
FIDE Rapid 
Rating event
NEW DELHI:   Delhi chess 
prodigy Jagreet Misra 
racked up an impressive 
8.5 points in nine rounds 
to win the inaugural 
ChessVeda FIDE Rapid Rat-
ing Tournament in Greater 
Noida. The 13-year-old’s 
performance earned him 
90 rating points, highlight-
ing his tactical sharpness 
and competitive maturity 
as he remained unbeaten 
in the tournament. The 
Mount Carmel School stu-
dent received a cash prize 
of Rs 25,000 for the win. 
The tournament saw partic-
ipation from 592 Indian and 
foreign players, including 
International Masters, FIDE 
Masters, and Candidate 
Masters. 

Press Trust of India

Cristiano Ronaldo 
remains relentless, 
setting sights firmly 
on an unprecedented 
scoring landmark.

DUBAI:  Cristiano Ronaldo 
has expressed his deter-
mination to score 1,000 
goals by the end of his 
career. And the 40-year-
old Portugal superstar is 
in no doubt he’ll get there.

“I will reach that 
number for sure, if no 
injuries,” Ronaldo said 
late Sunday at the Globe 
Soccer Awards in Dubai, 
where he was named as 
the best player in the Mid-
dle East.

Ronaldo moved onto 
956 career goals by scor-
ing twice for Al-Nassr in the Saudi Pro League on Saturday. His tally 

includes men’s interna-
tional record of 143 goals 
for Portugal, which Ron-
aldo is set to lead into next 
year’s World Cup in the 
United States, Canada and 
Mexico.

By the time the World 
Cup begins, Ronaldo — a 
five-time world player of 
the year — will be aged 41.

“I am still very moti-
vated to carry on,” the 

former Real Madrid, Man-
chester United and Juven-
tus striker said on stage 
after receiving his award. 
“It doesn’t matter (where) 
I play — Middle East, in 
Europe — I always enjoy 
to play football, to win tro-
phies, to score goals and I 
want to carry on.

“You know what my 
goal is: I want to win more 
trophies and I want to 
reach the number that 
you will all know.”

The World Cup is one 
of the few trophies miss-
ing from Ronaldo’s col-
lection. He won the Euro-
pean Championship with 
Portugal in 2016. defy 
age and expectation, the 
chase for 1,000 goals now 
stands as the final, defin-
ing chapter of an extraor-
dinary career.

| RELENTLESS RONALDO | 

Ronaldo targets historic 1,000 career goals milestone
HIGHLIGHT

z Ronaldo confident 
injuries won’t stop 
historic 1,000-goal 
career landmark pursuit.

zPortugal captain 
eyes World Cup glory 
alongside personal 
scoring milestones.

FASTFACTS

z Harsh Tyagi, 
Navdeep Saini finish 
job as Delhi top Group 
D standings.

HIGHLIGHT

z ICC hands MCG 
one demerit point 
after extreme bowler 
dominance in Test.

zThirty-six wickets 
fall, no half-centuries in 
match decided within 
two days.

Chandransh Yadav - 40 Runs 
not out
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China’s military 
deployed air, navy, 
and rocket forces for 
a two-day joint exer-
cise around Taiwan, 
framing it as a “stern 
warning” against sep-
aratist movements and 
“external interference.”

HONG KONG: China’s 
military on Monday 
dispatched air, navy 
and rocket troops to 
conduct joint military 
drills around the island 
of Taiwan, a move Bei-
jing called a “stern 
warning” against sep-
aratist and “external 
interference” forces. 
Taiwan said it was 
placing its forces on 
alert and called the 
Chinese government 
“the biggest destroyer 
of peace.” Later in the 
day, Taiwan’s aviation 

authority said more 
than 100,000 inter-
national air travellers 
would be affected by 
flight cancellations or 
diversions because of 
the drills. The first of 
two days of drills came 
after Beijing expressed 
anger at US arms sales 
to the territory and a 

statement by Japan’s 
prime minister, Sanae 
Takaichi, saying its 
military could get 
involved if China were 
to take action against 
Taiwan, the self-gov-
erning island that the 
world’s second-big-
gest economy says 
must come under its 

rule. The Chinese mil-
itary did not mention 
the United States and 
Japan in its statement 
on Monday morning.
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MANADO:  A fire at an Indo-
nesian retirement home 
killed 16 older people on 
Sunday evening, police said.
The fire in the single-story 
house in Manado, Indone-
sia’s North Sulawesi Prov-
ince, started while the res-
idents were asleep, police 
said Monday. “The team on 
the ground has confirmed 
that the death toll currently 
is 16,” North Sulawesi police 

spokesperson Alamsyah 
Hasibuan said. “Fifteen 
of them were burned to 
death, while one victim’s 

body remains intact.” 
There were 15 survivors 
who were treated at two 
hospitals in Manado, Hasi-

buan said. The bodies of 
victims were taken to a 
hospital for identification 

with the assistance of fami-
lies, officials said. Firefight-
ers with six trucks needed 
more than two hours to 
extinguish the blaze after 
nearby residents reported 
the fire to emergency ser-
vices, officials said. Tele-
vision reports Sunday 
showed bright flames cast-
ing an orange glow and 
filling the night air with 
smoke. Body bags were 
lined up outside the retire-
ment home.
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MEXICO CITY:  Officials 
said a train accident in 
southern Mexico killed 
at least 13 people and 
injured dozens, halting 
traffic along a rail line 
connecting the Pacific 
Ocean with the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The Interoceanic Train 
linking the states of Oax-
aca and Veracruz went 
off the rails Sunday as it 
passed a curve near the 
town of Nizanda.

“The Mexican Navy 
has informed me that, 
tragically, 13 people died 
in the Interoceanic Train 
accident,” Mexican Presi-
dent Claudia Sheinbaum 
posted on X, adding that 
98 people are injured, 
five of them seriously.

She said she instructed 
the secretary of the navy 
and the undersecretary 
of human rights of the 
Ministry of the Interior 
to travel to the site and 
personally assist the fam-
ilies.

In a message on X Sun-
day, Oaxaca state Gov. 
Salomon Jara said sev-
eral government agen-
cies had reached the site 
of the accident to assist 

the injured. Officials said 
that 241 passengers and 
nine crew members were 
on the train when the 
accident occurred.

The Interoceanic 
Train was inaugurated in 
2023 by then President 
Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador. The rail ser-
vice is part of a broader 
push to boost train travel 
in southern Mexico, and 
develop infrastructure 
along the isthmus of 
Tehuantepec, a narrow 
stretch of land between 

the Pacific Ocean and the 
Gulf of Mexico. The Mex-
ican government plans 
to turn the isthmus into 
a strategic corridor for 
international trade, with 
ports and rail lines that 
can connect the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans. 

The Interoceanic train 
currently runs from 
the port of Salina Cruz 
on the Pacific Ocean to 
Coatzacoalcos, covering 
a distance of approxi-
mately 180 miles (290 
kilometers).

16

World
US offers Ukraine 
15-year security 

guarantee as part of 
peace plan.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy   
Ukrainian President
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Briefs
BEST OF THE REST

Interoceanic train derails in 
Mexico, killing 13 people 

A derailment near Nizanda resulted in at least 13 deaths and 98 injuries,  
with five passengers curre ntly in serious condition.

HIGHLIGHT

z  The accident 
occurred on a curve 
in the Tehuantepec 
isthmus, halting traffic 
on the strategic rail line 
connecting the Pacific 
and Gulf coasts.

|  INDONESIA FIRE | 

Fire at Indonesian retirement home kills 16 older residents

|  T A I W A N  C H I N A  A V I A T I O N   |

Chinese President Xi Jinping poses with newly promoted generals Yang Zhibin 
and Han Shengyan in Beijing. (Photo: AP)

FASTFACTS

z The drills were triggered 
by recent US arms sales 
to Taiwan and comments 
from Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi 
suggesting potential 
Japanese military 
involvement in the region.

z Beyond the military 
alert, the exercises 
caused immediate 
global disruption, 
with Taiwan’s aviation 
authority reporting 
that over 100,000 
international travelers 
were affected by flight 
cancellations and 
diversions.

DHAKA: Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party acting chairman 
Tarique Rahman submitted 
his nomination papers on 
Monday for the upcoming 
elections. The papers were 
filed around 12:00 pm on 
Monday at the office of the 
Dhaka Divisional Commis-
sioner in Segunbagicha, the 
Daily Star reported. Abdus 
Salam, BNP chairperson’s 
adviser, accompanied by 
Professor Dr Farhad Halim 
Donar, chief adviser of the 
Doctors Association of Ban-
gladesh (DAB), submitted 
the nomination on Rahman’s 
behalf. Rahman will contest 
the February 12 election from 
the Dhaka-17 constituency. 
Today is the final day for the 
submission of nomination 
papers for the 13th National 
Parliamentary Election. 
Speaking at a briefing, Salam 
expressed gratitude to all, 
saying city residents warmly 
welcomed Rahman after 17 
years in exile. 

BNP’s Tarique 
Rahman’s 
nomination 
papers filed

“The team on 
the ground has 

confirmed that the 
death toll currently 

is 16.”
Alamsyah Hasibuan 

North Sulawesi police 
spokesperson

Chinese military stages drills around 
Taiwan to warn ‘external forces’ 

TEHRAN: Iranian traders and shop-
keepers staged a second day of protests 
on Monday after the country’s cur-
rency plummeted to a new record low 
against the US dollar. Videos on social 
media showed hundreds taking part 
in rallies in Saadi Street in downtown 
Tehran as well as in the Shush neigh-
bourhood near Tehran’s main Grand 
Bazaar, which played a crucial role in 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution that ousted 
the monarchy and brought Islamists to 
power. Witnesses told The Associated 
Press that traders shut their shops and 
asked others to do the same. The semi-
official ILNA news agency said many 
businesses and merchants stopped 
trading even though some kept their 
shops open. There were no reports of 
police raids, though security was tight 
at the protests, according to witnesses. 
On Sunday, protest gatherings were 

limited to two major mobile markets in 
downtown Tehran, where the demon-
strators chanted anti-government slo-
gans. Iran’s rial on Sunday plunged to 
1.42 million to the dollar. On Monday, it 
traded at 1.38 million rials to the dollar. 
The rapid depreciation is compounding 
inflationary pressure, pushing up prices 
of food and other daily necessities and 
further straining household budgets, a 
trend that could worsen with a gasoline 
price change introduced in recent days. 
According to the state statistics centre, 
the inflation rate in December rose to 
42.2 per cent from the same period last 
year, and is 1.8 per cent higher than in 
November. Food prices rose 72 per cent 
and health and medical items were 
up 50 per cent from December last 
year, according to the statistics centre. 
Many critics see the rate as a sign of an 
approaching hyperinflation. 

IRAN RIAL PROTESTS
Iranian traders and shopkeepers protest  

as currency hits record low

LONDON: IPL founder Lalit Modi on Mon-
day apologised for calling himself and Vijay 
Mallya the “two biggest fugitives” of India 
in a video posted on social media and said 
that his statement was “misconstrued”. In 
the now-deleted video from Mallya’s 70th 
birthday celebrations in London, Lalit 
Modi joked about the pair’s status as the 
“two biggest fugitives” of India.

Issuing an apology, Lalit Modi said in 
an X post, “I apologise if I have hurt any-
one feelings, especially the Indian Govern-
ment, whom I have the highest respect 
and regard for.” “The statement was mis-
construed and was never intended to be as 
played out,” the founding commissioner of 
the Indian Premier League (IPL) added. He 
concluded the post by offering “deepest” 
apologies. The apology came days after 
India said it is committed to bringing back 
from abroad economic fugitives including 
Lalit Modi and Mallya to face the law in the 
country. Both Lalit Modi and Mallya face 
legal challenges in India around allega-
tions of financial impropriety, which they  
both have denied.

BEIJING: China on Monday said it 
firmly opposes Israel’s formal recogni-
tion of Somaliland as an “independent 
sovereign state” and its agreement to 
“establish diplomatic relations” with 
it. Israel on Friday became the first 
country to recognise Somaliland, 
which declared independence from 
Somalia in 1991 amid a descent into 
conflict. Beijing firmly supports Soma-
lia’s sovereignty, unity and territorial 
integrity, and opposes any moves that 
undermine Somali territorial integrity, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Lin Jian told a media briefing here.
Lin said the Somaliland issue is 
entirely an internal affair of Somalia 
and should be resolved by the Somali 
people in a manner consistent with 
their national conditions and consti-
tution. Countries outside the region 
should cease inappropriate interfer-
ence, and no country should incite 
or support separatist forces within 
another nation for its own selfish 
interests, he said. 

CHINA SOMALILAND

China opposes  
Israel’s recognition  
of Somaliland

UK LALIT MODI

‘Misconstrued’: Lalit 
Modi apologises for 
‘biggest fugitives’ remark

BEIJING: Nepalese authorities have 
intensified a crackdown against illegal 
cross-border matchmaking following 
revelations that brokers and online 
intermediaries marketed Nepali 
women as potential brides for Chinese 
nationals, a Chinese media report said.  
The crackdown against “bride buying” 
intensified after Nepal’s immigration 
officials last month found several 
young Nepali women living in rented 
apartments with Chinese nationals in 
the capital, Kathmandu.

The Chinese men admitted to film-
ing the women and sending the vid-
eos to friends in China and sharing 
them on social media, though they 
did not explicitly state the purpose of 
the recordings, the Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning Post reported. 
Authorities deported four Chinese 

nationals for visa violations, saying 
there was insufficient evidence to file 
criminal charges over allegations that 
the women were being coerced into 
marriages in China.

The Chinese Embassy in Nepal 
also issued a New Year’s travel advi-
sory cautioning its citizens against 
what it described as “bride buying” in 
the country, urging them not to trust 
matchmaking agencies and brokers 
blindly and stressing that deceptive or 
profit-driven cross-border matchmak-
ing is illegal under Chinese law.

“Fully understand the legal, cul-
tural, property division and child 
custody risks involved in cross-border 
marriages,” the notice said. “Do not 
easily believe in cross-border match-
making … stay away from illegal mar-
riage brokers.”

CHINA-NEPAL BRIDE BUYING
Nepal crackdown against cross-border bride  

matchmaking by Chinese brokers

Dubai: Tourists visit the market outside the ‘Museum of The Future’, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, Sunday, December, 28, 2025. (PTI Photo)

Tourists at Dubai’s Museum of The Future


