COMMENT
Unmatched
Sacrifice,
Eternal
Message of
Courage

=

Pg 10

-— Y

)

v \
)
|

CHHATTISGAR
Good Governance Day on Atal Bihari

Pg 07

SPORT
Cummins
resets goals
after injury
ahead T20
World Cup

Pg 14

YEARENDER
DPDP rules
moved from
legalisation to
compliance

Pg 12

Raipur | SATURDAY, December 27, 2025

Central €

Fastest Growing English Daily Of Chhattisgarh

www.centralchronicle.in

Pages: 16 | Price: RS. 4.00

PM Rashtriya Bal Puraskar
or 14-year-old judo player

Yogita has carved out a distinct identity for herself in judo, overcoming
severe personal loss and social challenges.

Press Trust Of India

Yogita is currently
training at Sports
Authority of India’s
National Centre of
Excellence in Bhopal
and is regarded as one
of the emerging judo
talents in the country,
the official said.

RAIPUR/KONDAGAON:
From a remote, Maoist-af-
fected village in Chhat-
tisgarh’s Kondagaon dis-
trict to being honoured
with the Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar for
her outstanding sporting
achievements, the journey
of 14-year-old judo player
Yogita Mandavi is one of
grit, resilience and quiet
determination. The award
was conferred by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu at
a ceremony held at Vig-
yan Bhavan in New Delhi
on Friday, where children
from across the country
were recognised for excel-
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President Droupadi Murmu conferred award to Yogita at a ceremony held
at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi on Friday.

HIGHLIGHT

® The Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar
is a prestigious

national honour
conferred annually for
exceptional excellence
in Bravery, Art &
Culture, Environment,
Social Service, Science &
Technology, and Sports.

lence in fields such as
sports, innovation, social
service, art and culture.
Born in Hirri village under
the Farasgaon block of
Kondagaon, Yogita has
carved out a distinct iden-
tity for herself in judo at
the national level, over-
coming severe personal
loss and social challenges.
Yogita was barely four
years old when she lost

President Murmu confers PM Rashtriya
Bal Puraskar to 20 children

New Delhi: President Droupadi Murmu on Friday
conferred the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puras-
kar to 20 children for their exceptional achievements
in the fields of Bravery, Social Service, Environment,
Sports, Art & Culture and Science & Technology at a
ceremony held in New Delhi. Speaking on the occa-
sion, she congratulated the recipients of the Pradhan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar and said the award
winning children have brought pride to their fami-
lies, communities, and the entire country. President
Murmu expressed confidence that these awards will
inspire all children across the country, and stated
that this award has been presented to them for their

encouragement.

her father Mayaram Man-
davi and mother Sukmati
Mandavi, a government
official said.

She was subsequently
raised under the care of
her uncle and aunt before
being admitted, in January
2021, to the girls’ home
run by the Chhattisgarh
State Child Welfare Coun-
cil in Kondagaon, with
the support of the district

administration, he added.
“Life at the shelter marked
a turning point. At the
age of 10, Yogita took up
judo and soon displayed
remarkable talent. Within
a year, she began winning
medals at the state level,
signalling the arrival of a
promising sportsperson.
Her rise has been steady
and impressive,” the offi-
cial said.
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Fresh snowfall blankets Mughal Road in Shopian

—

A view of the snow-covered Mughal Road that connects Shopian district with Poonch-Rajouri, after the season’s fresh

snowfall, in Shopian, J & K, Friday.

Centre redresses over 800 long-
pending grievances at Pension Adalat

NEW DELHI: More than
800 long-pending griev-
ances were redressed
during a recently held
Pension Adalat, officials
said on Friday. The 15th
Pension Adalat, a single
platform for the redres-
sal of long-pending pen-
sion-related grievances of
Central government pen-
sioners, was conducted on
Wednesday at the Indian
Institute of Public Admin-
istration (ITPA) to redress
the grievances of super
senior and family pen-
sioners. As many as 1,087
grievances, pertaining to
30  departments/minis-

tries, including defence,
home, finance, posts,
housing and urban affairs,
civil aviation, etc., were
taken up in the Adalat, of
which 815 were resolved
on the spot, underscor-
ing the efficiency of the
initiative in  delivering
timely justice to pension-
ers, an official statement
said. The day-long event
was headed by Rachana
Shah, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Pension and Pen-
sioners’ Welfare. Many
heart-warming  success
stories came out of the
15th Pension Adalat. In one
such case, Pritam Singh

from Rewari in Haryana
raised grievances related
to non-payment of Gen-
eral Provident Fund (GPF),
leave encashment, and
gratuity pending for over
114 days. “Singh voiced his
concern over the phone. It
was apprised by the offi-
cers in the Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) that the
case has been resolved
and arrears amounting to
Rs 68,10,192 will be cred-
ited to the account of the
pensioner at the earliest,”
said the statement issued
by the Ministry of Person-
nel, Public Grievances and
Pensions.

Press Trust Of India

It directed the
accused persons to
furnish a bail bond
and surety bond of Rs
50,000 each.

NEW DELHI: A Delhi court
on Friday granted bail to six
protesters arrested in con-
nection with the agitation
on Kartavya Path, where
slogans were allegedly
raised in support of slain
Maoist commander Madvi
Hidma, saying they were
not required for further
investigation.

Additional Sessions
Judge Amit Bansal was hear-
ing the bail plea of Ilakkiya,
Ayisha Wafiya, Ravjot Kaur,
Gurkirat Kaur, Abhinash
Satyapathi and Kranti. “The
applicants (six accused peo-
ple) have already suffered
a custody of about one

| INDIA GATE PROTEST CASE |

Agitation on Kartavya Path Delhi
court grants bail to six accused

month each, and it seems
from the submissions that
they are not required for
any further investigation.”
“No reasonable apprehen-
sion has been shown by
the prosecution that there
is a threat of tampering

FACTFILE

® According to the police,
23 protesters were
arrested in two separate
cases lodged at the
Parliament Street and
Kartavya Path

police stations.

with the witnesses or that
the applicants are a flight
risk,” the court said. It said
that none of the accused
persons were members of
the banned Maoist student
organisation, Radical Stu-
dent Union (RSU). “It is not
the case of the prosecution

in the reply to the bail appli-
cations that BSCEM (Bhagat
Singh Chhatra Ekta Manch)
or Himkhand (of whom the
applicants were members)
is a banned group or organ-
isation,” the court said.
Other conditions of bail
included the accused per-
sons not leaving India, not
tampering with evidence,
joining the investigation
when required and appear-
ing before the station house
officer (SHO) of Kartavya
Path police station every
second Wednesday, until
the police filed its charge-
sheet. In its order, the court

noted the prosecution’s
case, according to which,
“on November 23, the appli-
cants participated in a pro-
test affiliated with Students’
Federation of India (SFI),
BSCEM and Himkhand,
which was under the ban-
ner of Delhi Coordination
Committee for clean air
operating under the social
media account the Himk-
hand.”

It noted that during the
protest, “they allegedly sat
on C-Hexagon road, blocked
traffic, obstructed the police
officials from performing
their duties, raised slogans
unrelated to pollution and
during the protest, appli-
cant Aiyashah Wafiya Mid-
hath handed over a pepper
spray to one co-accused,
Akshay, who sprayed it
on the face of Consta-
ble Ishant, causing him
simple injuries”.

| PAN MASALA ADS CASE |

Court orders forensic test of
Salman’s sign on power of attorney

Press Trust Of India

KOTA: A consumer court
in Rajasthan’s Kota on Fri-
day ordered Bollywood
Actor Salman Khan’s per-
sonal appearance in a
“misleading” pan masala
advertisement case and
forensic examination of
the signature on power of
attorney submitted before
the court. The court noted
that next hearing on the
matter will be on Janu-
ary 20. The complainant,
advocate Indra Mohan
Singh Honey, who is also a
BJP leader, on October 15
filed a complaint in Kota
consumer court alleging
that Rajshree Pan Masala
and Khan are misleading
the people with adver-
tisement of pan masala in
the name of “saffron-in-
fused cardamom” and saf-
fron-infused pan masala.
He argued that when saf-
fron costs Rs 4 lakh per
kilogram, how can it be

available in a pan masala
pouch of Rs 5? The actor
and the company are mis-
leading the public and the
youths getting attracted
towards consuming pan
masala and falling victim
to serious diseases like
cancer.

On the previous hear-
ing on December 9, the
petitioner had raised
objections to Khan’s sig-
nature on the power of
attorney and reply to
the court notice submit-
ted before the court and
demanded an investi-
gation into the matter.
Hearing the pan masala
advertisement case, the
consumer court on Friday

ordered forensic examina-
tion of the actor’s signa-
ture and directed him to
appear in person before
the court on January 20
along with advocate RC
Choubey, who notarized
the power of attorney and
reply.

“The power of attor-
ney and reply submitted
on behalf of the actor did
not bear his signature.
Khan’s signature differed
from those he had signed
in Jodhpur jail and in the
court there,” the peti-
tioner said. We objected
to Khan’s signature and
demanded an FSL exami-
nation of the signature
and his personal appear-
ance. The court accepted
our objection, he told PTI.
Singh said he would also
register a case of forgery
of documents against the
actor and others involved
as the same forged docu-
ments were presented to
the court.

| ENFORCEMENT DRIVE |

28 buses impounded as Gout steps up anti-pollution drive

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Transport  Department
on Friday intensified its
anti-pollution  enforce-
ment drive under the
Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP), impounding
28 buses, including inter-
state vehicles, in a day for
violating emission norms,
officials said. Enforce-
ment agencies inspected
4,927 vehicles across the

city in the past 24 hours
and issued 3,970 chal-
lans, they said.

Of these, 2,390 chal-
lans were issued by the
Delhi Traffic Police for
Pollution Under Control
Certificate (PUCC) viola-
tions, 285 by transport
enforcement teams, and
1,114 were filed through
automatic number plate
recognition cameras.

Eleven vehicles were
penalised for GRAP vio-

lations by the Transport
Department, while the
traffic police issued 170
GRAP-related  challans.
As many as 238 vehicles
were allowed to ply after
compliance, according to
officials statement. The
department said around
100 goods vehicles have
been impounded so far
this month for pollu-
tion-related violations as
enforcement has been
tightened at key conges-

tion points and city entry
locations, including Kash-
miri Gate, Geeta Colony
and Mori Gate.

Taking a tough stand
against irregularities at
Pollution Under Control
(PUC) centres, the Trans-
port Department said
28 centres have been
suspended so far, while
licences of two have been
cancelled. Action has also
been initiated against two
more centres.

In one case of alleged
malpractice, a police
complaint was lodged
at Gokulpuri police sta-
tion against a PUC centre
accused of issuing forged
certificates, the state-
ment reads. Transport
Minister Pankaj Kumar
Singh said strict enforce-
ment against polluting
vehicles would continue,
while ensuring that cit-
izens are not inconve-
nienced at PUC centres.

Earthquake of 4.6
magnitude recorded

Press Trust Of India

AHMEDABAD: An
earthquake of 4.6 mag-
nitude hit Kutch district
in Gujarat early Friday
morning, creating panic
among residents, though
no casualty or damage to
properties was reported,
officials said. It was
recorded at 4:30 am with
its epicentre around 22
kilometres West North

West (WNW) from Rapar
in Kutch district, the
Gandhinagar-based Insti-
tute of Seismological
Research (ISR) said. The
earthquake was followed
by two tremors of 2.5
and 3 magnitude in the
same region, the ISR said
in its update. No casualty
or damage to property
was reported, a Kutch
district disaster manage-
ment official said.

NEWSLINE

HAZARIBAG

4 arrested
for sextortion

Jharkhand’s Hazaribag
police on Friday arrested
four youths for allegedly
indulging in sextortion and
blackmail under the pretext
of providing escort services,
officials said. Hazaribag
SP Anjani Anjan said the
police received information
on Thursday about a group
operating from Nutanna-
gar area within Hazaribag
Mufassil police station area.
“They were using mobile
numbers to place adver-
tisements on fake websites
offering escort services
and fraudulently accepting
money via UPL,” the SP said.
The SP said a Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) was
formed under Sub-Divi-
sional Police Officer (SDPO)
Hazaribag Amit Kumar
Anand, which also com-
prised officer-in-charge of
Mufassil police station.
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Internet cools

in 2025 with
Green lattes and
Kunafa chocolate

In 2025, “cool” didn’t
whisper it  popped,
posed, and begged to
be double-tapped. Taste
was no longer about
cultivating a rare palate
or collecting hard-to-find
things.
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ED files final prosecution
complaint in liquor ‘scam’

In the alleged liquor scam case in Chhattisgarh, ED has
named 59 persons, taking the total accused to 81.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on
Friday filed a final pros-
ecution complaint in the
alleged liquor scam case
in Chhattisgarh, naming
59 persons, taking the total
number of accused in the
money laundering case to
8l.

The final prosecution
complaint was filed before
the PMLA court here com-
plying with the directions
of the Supreme Court,
the ED’s counsel Saurabh
Kumar Pande informed.

Earlier, 22 persons were
named accused in the case

FACTFILE

® The prosecution
complaint summary
runs into 315 pages with
documents of around
29,800 pages.

and several of them were
arrested. After completing
the investigation related
to those accused, prosecu-
tion complaints were filed
against them in the past,
he said. The final prose-
cution complaint has now
been filed against 59 more
persons against whom
investigation has been
completed, Pande said.

The 59 include then
deputy secretary at Chief
Minister’s office Soumya
Chaurasia, former IAS offi-
cer Niranjan Das, liquor
licence holders, distrib-
utors and excise depart-
ment officials, he said.

The prosecution com-
plaint summary runs into
315 pages with documents
of around 29,800 pages.
The material includes
direct evidence obtained
through banking chan-
nels, documents showing
attempts at money laun-
dering, backdoor and
purpose-driven  entries,
as well as digital evidence
such as communication

records, he said. Then
commissioner of state
excise department Niran-
jan Das allegedly facilitated
the smooth operation
of the liquor scam and
ensured no punitive action
was taken anywhere,
allowing the scam to con-
tinue unhindered, he said.
Pande said the total pro-
ceeds of crime involved in
the case are estimated to
be around Rs 3,000 crore.
The liquor “scam” in the
state, according to the ED,
was orchestrated between
2019 and 2022 when
Chhattisgarh was governed
by the Bhupesh Baghel-led
Congress government.

RTO e-Challan
Scam: public
urged to be
vigilant

RAIPUR: In view of the
increasing cases of cyber
fraud in  Chhattisgarh
under the guise of RTO
e-Challans, the Office of
the Transport Commis-
sioner, Chhattisgarh,
has appealed to the gen-
eral public to be vigilant.
According to the depart-
ment, a new scam related
to e-Challans has surfaced
in the state recently, in
which fraudsters are cre-
ating cloned pages of the
Transport Department’s
official website, sending
fake messages to people,
and defrauding them by
tricking them into mak-
ing online payments. The
Transport Department
stated that cybercriminals
are sending misleading
and intimidating messages
(SMS/WhatsApp)  related
to e-Challans to the public,
instilling fear of traffic rule
violations. These messages
contain a link, which peo-
ple are asked to click. Click-
ing on the link either leads
to the theft of personal
information or money
being withdrawn from the
victim’s bank account. In
many cases, attempts are
also being made to hack
mobile phones by send-
ing .apk files or suspicious
short links (such as links
sent from a personal num-
ber). The Transport Com-
missioner’s office has clar-
ified that only the official
website should be used for
paying RTO challans. Citi-
zens should only visit the
https://echallan.parivahan.
gov.in website to check
and pay their genuine
e-Challans.

Bhoramdev Sugar
Factory pays
Rs 24.85 cr to farmers

Central Chronicle News

Bhoramdev Cooper-
ative Sugar Factory
Limited, Kawardha,
has so far paid a
total of Rs. 24.85
crore lo sugarcane
farmers.

RAIPUR: Under the
instructions and guidance
of Deputy Chief Minister
and Kawardha MLA Vijay
Sharma, Bhoramdev
Cooperative Sugar Fac-
tory Limited, Kawardha,
has so far paid a total of
Rs. 24.85 crore to sugar-
cane farmers under the
crushing season 2025-26.
Under the continuous
guidance of Collector
Gopal Verma, the factory
management is ensuring
timely payments to sugar-
cane farmers.

Bhoramdev Coop-
erative Sugar Factory
Limited, Kawardha, has
directly deposited the
sugarcane price into the
farmers’ bank accounts
as per the FRP rate of Rs.
329.05 fixed by the Gov-
ernment of India for the
crushing season 2025-26.

The timely payments
have created an atmo-
sphere of joy and satis-
faction among the sug-
arcane farmers of the
region. Giving this infor-
mation, the Managing
Director of Bhoramdev
Cooperative Sugar Fac-
tory Limited, Kawardha,
G.S. Sharma, said that
under the current crush-
ing season  2025-26,
1,05,975 metric tons of
sugarcane have been
crushed and 1,09,565
quintals of sugar have
been produced so far.

| WORKSHOP ON HYDROPONICS |

Three-day workshop on
Hydroponics technology held

Central Chronicle News

CSFDC is utilizing
hydroponics tech-
nology for plant
production and
training to promote
soilless farming.

RAIPUR: The Chhattisgarh
State Forest Development
Corporation (CSFDC) is
utilizing hydroponics
technology for plant pro-
duction and training to
promote soilless farm-
ing, conserve water and
land, and enhance the
livelihoods of women’s
self-help groups (SHGs)
and farmers. A three-day
training workshop on
hydroponics technology
was organized by the
Chhattisgarh State Forest
Development  Corpora-
tion from December 18
to 20, 2025. The objec-

FACTFILE

® During the three-day
training, participants
learned various
hydroponic methods
through hands-on
experience.

tive of this workshop was
to impart knowledge on
plant production using
modern and scientific
methods and to promote
nursery  development.
During the workshop,
participants received
practical training on

planting saplings in trays
using a mixture of media
such as cocopeat, ver-
micompost, and soilrite
in the correct propor-
tions. Various species of
plants with soft stems

(softwood) and hard
stems (hardwood) were
planted. Participants

were also taught how to
prepare and use nutrient
solutions for better plant
growth. During the three-
day training, participants
learned various hydro-
ponic methods through
hands-on experience.

| GREEN PACKAGING |

New Green Packaging initiative in Bastar industries

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: A significant and
forward-looking initia-
tive has been launched
in Bastar district to steer
industrial development
towards an environmen-
tally friendly direction.
On Friday, a special
awareness workshop was
organized at the Prerna
Hall of the Collectorate
in Jagdalpur under the
Rising and Accelerat-
ing MSME Performance
(RAMP) scheme. The
objective of this work-

shop was to educate
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) and
self-help groups in the
district about the impor-
tance of green packaging
and to encourage them to
adopt this innovation.

A large number of
local entrepreneurs, bud-
ding businessmen, and
representatives of self-
help groups participated
in the workshop, explor-
ing future possibilities
in the field of packaging
material manufacturing.
During the program, sub-

ject matter experts from
the Quality Council of
India and CIPET Raipur

shared technical infor-
mation related to green
packaging. They elab-
orated on methods for
preparing  eco-friendly
packaging from locally
available natural and

oo

Green packaging
is not only
a means of
environmental
protection but can
also be a powerful
tool for economic
development and

job creation.

Prateek Jain
CEO District Panchayat

recyclable materials, the
cost benefits, and the

growing demand for such
packaging in the market.
Addressing the work-
shop, the Chief Executive
Officer of the District Pan-
chayat, Prateek Jain, said
that green packaging is
not only a means of envi-
ronmental protection but
can also be a powerful
tool for economic devel-
opment and job creation.
He said that this initiative
will give Bastar prod-
ucts a unique identity
in the global market and
increase the competitive-
ness of local enterprises.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

NATIONAL CONSUMER DAY

Chhattisgarh Chamber and DRUCC

RAIPUR: On the occasion of National
Consumer Day on Dec 24, with the
aim of raising awareness about pas-
sengers’ rights and facilities, Chhat-
tisgarh Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (CCCI) State President Sat-
ish Thourani, along with Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
tries and DRUCC members Lokesh
Chandrakant Jain and Jitendra Shad-
ija, conducted a detailed inspection
of Raipur Junction. During this time,
the team interacted directly with pas-
sengers and took their feedback on
the station’s facilities. The inspection
team took stock of the basic facilities
available for passengers in the station
premises, focusing mainly on the fol-
lowing points: Food and Hygiene: The
cleanliness of the waiting hall, the
availability of rate lists at food stalls,
and the quality of food items were
checked. Drinking Water and Seat-

ing Arrangements: The availability of
RO water was observed, along with
adequate seating arrangements for
women, disabled people, and those in
need. Modern Facilities: The function-
ing of escalators, lifts, and EV vehicles
for the convenience of passengers was
checked. Ticketing System: The func-
tionality of the UTS machines installed
for local ticket booking was tested to
save passengers from long queues.
Traffic Management: Suggestions were
sought from passengers for improv-
ing traffic management outside and
within the station premises.

BLOOD DONATION CAMP
Raheja Group organises large

scale blood donation camp

RAIPUR: Raheja Group, a leading real
estate developer in Raipur, success-
fully organized a large-scale blood
donation camp at Club Nirvana in
Kachna on Dec 25, to commemorate
the birthday of the group’s Managing
Director, Sanjay Raheja. This special
initiative was undertaken to ensure
timely blood availability for needy and
underprivileged patients in the city
and to support local healthcare ser-
vices. Employees and associates of the
Raheja Group participated enthusiasti-
cally in the camp, fulfilling their social
responsibility. All the group’s employ-
ees and partners united to make this
campaign a successful humanitarian
mission, and they were honoured
with certificates for their generous
contribution. During the event, strict
safety and hygiene standards were
maintained under the supervision
of medical experts. Through this col-
lective effort, a significant number of

blood units were collected, which will
be made available to various hospitals
and blood banks in Raipur for emer-
gency medical needs.

Speaking about this initiative, San-
jay Raheja, Managing Director of the
Raheja Group, said, “The success of
today’s camp is a clear symbol of our
social commitment as an organiza-
tion. Our primary goal was to ensure
the availability of blood for the most
vulnerable and needy sections of
society. I am proud of my associates
and employees who stepped forward
today to help our community through
this selfless service.”

DOCUMENTARY RELEASE
CM releases documentary honouring the
inspirational life of late Rajni Dattatreya Upasane

RAIPUR: Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai released the documentary titled
“Untold Story of Late Rajni Datta-
treya Upasane” at his Residence Office
today. The documentary chronicles
the inspiring life and legacy of Rai-
pur’s first woman MLA, the late Smt.
Rajni Dattatreya Upasane.

On the occasion, Chief Minister Sai
paid rich tribute to Late Smt. Upa-
sane’s enduring contributions to soci-
ety, public service, and politics. He
said that her life stood as a powerful
symbol of struggle, dedication, and
unwavering commitment to public
welfare. From safeguarding demo-
cratic values during the Emergency
to her significant role in the develop-

ment of Raipur and the upliftment of
women and marginalized sections,
her contributions continue to inspire
generations. Chief Minister Shri Sai
added that the documentary would
serve as a meaningful medium to
acquaint future generations with her
life’s work and her persona.

On the occasion, Late Smt. Upa-
sane’s relatives including Shri Sachchi-
danand Upasane were also present.

GOVT ENSURES TRANSPARENCY IN PDS
State Govl takes decisive action to ensure
transparency in foodgrain distribution

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh Government
has taken firm steps to ensure trans-
parency and accountability in the
Public Distribution System (PDS).
Under the current system, foodgrains
are being distributed to ration card-
holders through e-POS machines
using Aadhaar-based authentication.
Beneficiaries receive their entitled
rations only after biometric verifica-
tion, ensuring that supplies reach gen-
uine and eligible recipients. Ensuring
transparency and accountability in
food distribution remains a top prior-
ity of the State Government.

To strengthen monitoring, the
Directorate of Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection has constituted
inspection teams to conduct regular
checks of fair price shops across the
district. During these inspections, spe-
cial attention was paid to distribution
processes, record maintenance, and
Aadhaar authentication compliance.

During the course of inspection,
irregularities were detected at cer-

tain fair price shops. Taking these
violations seriously, the authorities
initiated strict action against the con-
cerned shop operators in accordance
with prescribed control provisions.
The government has made it clear that
negligence or malpractice in the pub-
lic distribution system will not be tol-
erated under any circumstances.

The District Food Controller, Rai-
pur, has cancelled the operations
of Fair Price Shop ID No. 441001314
— Maa Bhagwati Khadya Suraksha
Poshan Evam Upbhokta Sahkari
Samiti, Byron Bazar — and Fair Price
Shop ID No. 441001256 — Shri Jai
Sheetla Kali Khadya Suraksha Poshan
Evam Upbhokta Sahkari Samiti,
Badaipara. Both have been attached
to other fair price shops for further
operations.

Additionally, Fair Price Shop ID
No. 441001148 — Doodhadhari Mahila
Prathmik Sahkari Upbhokta Bhandar,
Mahamaya Mandir Ward No. 62 — has
been penalized with a fine of Rs 7,000.
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site targeting Sao, Munat

Targeting BJP’s “stubbornness,” leaders accused MLA Munat’s whims of
forcing the relocation without proper preparation, causing widespread chaos.

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Congress
workers performed a
“sadbudhi yagna” at
the demolished NIT
Chaupati site, holding
posters of Deputy CM
Arun Sao and BJP MLA
Rajesh Munat during
the ritual to protest the
hasty relocation that
has troubled vendors
and locals.

Targeting BJP’s
“stubbornness,” lead-
ers accused MLA

Rajesh Munat’s whims
of forcing the reloca-
tion without proper
preparation, causing
widespread chaos. The
November 21 demoli-
tion amid heavy pro-
tests saw Congress
workers sitting in front
of bulldozers, leading
to scuffles with police
and arrests—some
sent to Central Jail.

FASTFACTS

© Targeting BJP’s
“stubbornness,” leaders
accused MLA Rajesh
Munat's whims of forcing
the relocation without
proper preparation,
causing widespread chaos.

Despite the structures
being razed, the new
Aamanaka site remains
unfinished, plagued by
poor lighting, unclean-
liness, and incomplete
facilities.

Vendors  continue
struggling at the half-
ready spot, while Con-
gress demands Rs 6.12
crore recovery from
Sao and Munat, ques-
tioning Sao’s prior
assembly claim that
the food court was
legal. “Power arro-
gance crushed busi-
ness dreams and youth

futures,” fumed former
MLA Vikas Upadhyay,
warning of escalated
action. Mayor Meenal

Choubey responded
post-protest, assuring
rapid fixes for light-
ing, cleaning, and
amenities to reopen
soon. Yet, on-ground
reality shows dark-
ness and mess, fueling
Congress’s  offensive
against BJP.

NIT Chaupati, a bus-
tling hub for street food
and evening crowds,
supported dozens of
small vendors who
invested heavily in
stalls and equipment.
Relocation  promises
fell short, leaving fam-
ilies without income
during peak season.
Congress  highlighted
how the abrupt move
ignored vendor consul-
tations, violating due
process.

RAIPUR: Raipur Kotwali

police arrested Abdul
Karim alias Sameer, a
Patan-based drug traf-
ficker supplying MDMA
for New Year’s parties,
seizing 4 grams 790 mg of
the drug worth Rs 55,000
from near Naraiya Talab
at Siddharth Chowk.

The 26-year-old from
Bhatapara, Patan, was
caught red-handed deliv-
ering the contraband.
Interrogation  revealed
clients and suppliers in
Durg and Raipur; police
are hunting them down.
A mobile phone was also
recovered, with charges
filed under Section 21A of
the Narcotic Drugs Act.

Under “Operation
Nishchay,” the Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit has
busted 94 cases, arresting
217 suspects and seizing
ganja (617 kg), banned
tablets (5,329), various
drugs including MDMA
(40g+), chittta (812g),
cocaine (24g), and more—
total value Rs 3.85 crore
including cash, vehicles,
and phones.

Police suspect a larger
syndicate and continue
grilling Karim for leads
on party supplies to outer
farmhouses and clubs
ahead of New Year cele-
brations.

RAIPUR: In a historic dis-
play of skill and determi-
nation, the Chhattisgarh
women’s team emerged
victorious at the All
India Civil Services Ten-
nis Tournament, defeat-
ing Rajasthan 2-1 in the
final to secure the Gold
medal.

This victory is par-
ticularly significant as
it marks the first time a
women’s team category
was included in the Civil
Services  tournament,
making Chhattisgarh the
inaugural champions of
the event. The final was
a roller-coaster of talent
and resilience. Pakhi
Bhatt gave Chhattisgarh
a flying start by defeat-
ing Rajasthan’s Suman
with a’ crushing 9-0
scoreline in her singles
match. After teammate
Mukta Meshram lost her
singles match to Rajas-
than’s Nikita (3-9), the
pressure shifted to the

doubles decider. Pakhi

Bhatt once again rose to
the occasion. Delivering
a powerhouse perfor-
mance in the doubles
match, she led the team
to a 9-3 victory, seal-
ing the Gold medal for

the state. Throughout
the tournament, Pakhi
remained undefeated,

playing a pivotal role
in guiding Chhattisgarh
to the championship
round.Pakhi Bhatt is no
stranger to the podium.
She has a stellar track
record, having won three
Gold medals annually
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for the past two years at
the All India Forest Meet.
She is widely regarded as
one of the finest female
athletes in Chhattisgarh.
Senior forest offi-
cials, including Ms.
Shalini Raina, Mr. Alok
Tiwari, and Ms. Sangeeta
Rajagopalan, extended
their heartfelt congratu-
lations to Pakhi and the
team. They noted that
this achievement is not
just a proud moment
for the state but will also
serve as a powerful inspi-
ration for the next gener-
ation of women athletes.

MP pushes port upgrades net 7€10 in Andaman

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Parliament’s Esti-
mates Committee mem-
ber and MP Brijmohan
Agrawal visited Swaraj
Island (Havelock) in Anda-
man-Nicobar, urging faster
execution of Rs 620 crore
port projects and review-
ing petroleum firms’ net
Zero initiatives.

In meetings with Ports,
Shipping and Waterways
Ministry officials, local
administration, and stake-

holders, Agrawal stressed
modern, secure, sustain-
able port infrastructure
to tackle the islands’ geo-
graphic challenges. He
called for timely rebuild-
ing of old jetties and port
expansions to boost mari-

time connectivity, tourism,
trade, and blue economy

growth.
Later, with Petroleum
Ministry reps, ONGC,

PSUs, and administrators,
he assessed “net zero”
efforts.

RAIPUR: Officials and staff
underwent hands-on train-
ing in Raipur for the upcom-
ing Census-2027, focusing on
seamless execution, digital
data collection, and field-
level efficiency to ensure
accurate population map-
ping. The session highlighted
census as a cornerstone of
governance, gathering vital
demographic, social, and
economic data that fuels pol-
icy decisions, development
schemes, and resource allo-
cation nationwide. Trainees
received detailed guidance
on census phases, door-to-
door surveys, digital tools for
data capture, privacy proto-
cols, and timely operations.
Discussions also tackled
potential hurdles like remote
access or data inaccuracies,
with  practical ~ solutions
shared. District Census Offi-
cer Manish Mishra, Assistant
Ramnarayan Verma, and
Directorate’s Ashish Mishra
led the program alongside all
zone charge officers, stress-
ing unwavering integrity.
transparency, and precision
from every team member.

Authorities aim for a
glitch-free 2027 census,
building on past lessons
to deliver reliable stats for
India’s planning. The train-
ing marks the start of inten-
sive preparations across
Chhattisgarh.

Central Chronicle News

Urban Adminis-
tration Depart-
ment’s initiative

to modernise local
self-governance and
provide doorstep
services to citizens

RAIPUR: In order to fulfil
the objective of moder-
nising local self-governance
and providing citizens with
services from the comfort
of their homes, the Urban
Administration and Devel-
opment Department is
continuously  introducing
new initiatives. Hence, an
online property tax pay-
ment facility has been made
available in 53 urban local
bodies across the state. The
facility allows citizens to pay
property tax anytime from
home or work, eliminating
the need to visit offices or
stand in queues. To provide
citizens the facility of paying
property tax from home,

|[PROPERTY TAX|

Online property tax payment facility
available in 53 urban local bodies

the Urban Administration
and Development Depart-
ment launched this service
in 46 new urban local bod-
ies in August this year. Ear-
lier, the online property tax
payment facility was avail-
able only in seven munic-
ipal corporations of the
state—Raipur, Durg, Risali,
Bhilai, Bilaspur, Korba and
Raigarh. In August 2025,
the facility was launched
in three more municipal
corporations—Birgaon,
Bhilai-Charoda and Dham-
tari—along with 43 munic-
ipal councils. Through the
GIS-based Property Tax
Live Portal, online prop-
erty tax payments can now
be made in 53 urban local
bodies across the state.
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai launched the GIS-based
Property Tax Live Portal for
43 municipal councils on
August 12 this year during
the ‘Swachhta Sangam’ pro-
gramme organised by the
Urban Administration and
Development Department
in Bilaspur. Since August

Crackdown on illegal sand
mining: 5 tractors seized

Central Chronicle News

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh for-
est officials seized five trac-
tor-trailers loaded with illegal
sand from the Arpa River,
intensifying crackdown on
illegal mining under strict
orders from Forest Minister
Kedar Kashyap. In a swift
operation by the Kota Proj-
ect Division team in Bilaspur,
patrols caught the vehicles
red-handed during a night
watch in Compartment No.
P-1586 at Kalmitar Beat. The
haul included about 11 cubic
meters of sand, with cases
registered under Section

33(1k) of the Indian Forest
Act 1927. Vehicle owners now
face forest crime charges,
and the tractors are being
processed for confiscation.
Investigators found owners
had removed number plates
to hide identities, but chassis
numbers helped trace them
via transport department
records. The raid, led by
Project Officer Vaibhav Sahu
under Regional GM Abhishek
Singh and Divisional Manager
Satyadev Sharma, highlights
round-the-clock  vigilance
boosting forest protection.
Managing Director Premku-
mar praised the team.

2025, citizens in the munic-
ipal councils of Tilda-Neora,

Gobranawapara, Arang,
Gariaband,  Balodabazar,
Bhatapara, Mahasamund,

Bagbahara, Saraipali, Kum-
hari, Ahiwara, Jamul, Balod,
Dalli Rajhara, Bemetara,
Dongargarh, Khairagarh,
Kawardha, Kondagaon,
Narayanpur, Kanker, Kiran-
dul, Bade Bacheli, Dan-
tewada, Sukma, Bijapur,
Takhatpur, Ratanpur, Mun-
geli, Dipka, Katghora, Jan-
jeir-Naila, Champa, Sakti,
Akaltara, Kharsia, Saran-

garh, Jashpur Nagar, Bal-
rampur, Surajpur, Manen-
dragarh, Baikunthpur and
Shivpur Charcha are avail-
ing the facility of online
property tax payment.
Expressing his satis-
faction over the initiative,
CM Sai said that providing
transparent, simple and
convenient services to all
citizens of Chhattisgarh is
the highest priority of state
government. The online
property tax payment facil-
ity in urban local bodies is a
major step in this direction.
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Bulk Sale of inventory through e-Auction

Aspire Silicon City

Ph-1V, Sec-76, Noida, UP
Inventory-3BHK & 4BHK spacious apartments
with modern amenities.

Near Spectrum Mall, Noida. Nearest Metro Stations
are Noida Sec-50 (Aqua Line) & Sec-76 Metro, and
AnandVihar ISBT & Railway Station - 25 min.

Aspire Leisure Park
Techzone-lV, Greater Noida (W), UP

Inventory-3BHK & 4BHK spacious apartments
with modern amenities.

Near D-Mart and Anand Vihar ISBT
& Railway Station - 30 min.

Aspire Leisure Valley

Techzone-lV, Greater Noida (W), UP
Inventory-3BHK & 4BHK spacious apartments
with modern amenities.

Near D-Mart and Anand Vihar ISBT
& Railway Station - 35 min.

Aspire Centurian Park

Techzone-1V, Greater Noida (W), UP
Inventory-3BHK & 4BHK spacious apartments
with modern amenities.

Near D-Mart and Anand Vihar ISBT
& Railway Station - 30 min.

Last date of submission of EMD: 27.12.2025

E-auction will be held on: 29.12.2025

For more details, please visit our website:
www.nbccindia.in | www.receiveramrapali.in
Or Call: 9772907414

EMD Rs.9.70 Cr. to Rs. 20.90 Cr.

7 Packages Ranging from Rs. 485 Cr. to Rs. 1,045 Cr.
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Bhilai ¢

Hanuman Chalisa
serves as the essence
of human life and
aweapon against
unrighteousness, Pt

Dhirendra Krishna Shastri

Over 2.57 Lakh metric tonnes
of paddy procured in Durg

The ‘“Tunhar Token’ app, now operational 24/7,
has revolutionized the process.

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: Driven by the
state government’s
transparent and farmer-
centric policies, paddy
procurement in Durg
district has gained signifi-
cant momentum. As of
December 26, 2025, the
district has successfully
purchased 2,57,796.52
metric tonnes of paddy,
valued at approximately
Rs 61,116.18 lakh. This
achievement is attributed
to the simplified digital
“Tunhar Token” system,
which removes previ-
ous time constraints,
enabling farmers to book
sales slots round-the-

. B

FASTFACTS

® Farmers can secure
sale slots anytime from
their mobile devices.

©® Online payments
worth Rs 54096.16
lakh disbursed to
farmers.

I,

A procurement centre in Durg District.

Procurement success

The district administration has issued DO/
TO (Delivery Orders) for 75432.80 metric tonnes,
ensuring that procurement centers do not become
overcrowded. With over 3.7 million gunny bags in
stock and a 24/7 digital booking system, the process
has successfully eliminated the influence of middle-
men and long waiting queues.

clock. The promptness of
the current administra-
tion has left the farming
community highly satis-
fied. So far, 48,629 farm-
ers have benefited from
timely online payments
totaling Rs 54,096.16
lakh. Furthermore, the
logistics of the opera-
tion remain robust; over

53,240 metric tonnes of
paddy have already been
lifted from procurement
centers, making space for
new arrivals. In a nota-
ble display of honesty
and cooperation, 24577
farmers have voluntar-
ily surrendered 466.79
hectares of surplus land
area after selling their

yield, effectively blocking
middlemen from exploit-
ing the system. The dis-
trict administration has
ensured that all centers
are well-equipped, cur-
rently maintaining a stock
of over 37.59 lakh gunny
bags (bardana) to facili-
tate a smooth and unin-
terrupted harvest season.

Last date for
Rabi crop
insurance

BHILAI: Following the direc-
tives of Collector Abhijit
Singh, the District Agricul-
ture Department has issued
an urgent appeal to farmers
to enroll in the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY) for the Rabi 2025-
26 season. The scheme aims
to safeguard farmers against
financial losses caused by
natural calamities such as
drought, hailstorms, unsea-
sonal rain, and pests. The
final date for insuring noti-
fied crops—including Gram,
Linseed, Mustard, and both
Irrigated and Unirrigated
Wheat—-is December 31,
2025. Farmers can register
through Cooperative Soci-
eties, commercial banks, or
Public Service Centers (Lok
Seva Kendras). Non-loanee
farmers are required to
submit their latest Aadhaar
card, bank passbook, land
ownership documents (B-1/
Panchsala), and a sowing
certificate. Loanee farmers
must ensure their Aadhaar
and mobile numbers are
updated in bank records
to avail of the benefits.
The premium rates remain
highly affordable at 1.5%
of the scale of finance.
For instance, the farmer’s
share for Gram is Rs 630
per hectare, while for Irri-
gated Wheat, it is Rs 570
per hectare. Given the his-
tory of unseasonal rain and
hailstorms between January
and March, the adminis-
tration urges farmers not
to wait until the final day
and secure their livelihoods
immediately.

Mayor reviews
development works

in Durg

Central Chronicle News

BHILAI: A crucial review
meeting of ongoing devel-
opment works was held
at the Mayor’s Chamber
of the Municipal Corpora-
tion under the chairman-
ship of Mayor Alka Bagh-
mar. The meeting focused
on projects being imple-
mented across the city,
including works under
the 15th Finance Com-
mission, road asphalting,
cemented streets, drain-
age construction, installa-
tion of street lights, pav-
ing blocks, drinking water
arrangements, and beau-
tification initiatives. The
Mayor directed officials to
complete all tasks within
stipulated timelines while
maintaining quality stan-
dards. She emphasized
that negligence in devel-
opment works would not
be tolerated and that pro-
viding better civic ameni-
ties to residents remains
the Corporation’s fore-
most priority.

discussions
were held on the prog-
ress of ongoing and pro-
posed schemes. Mayor
Baghmar reviewed road
construction, water sup-
ply systems, beautifica-
tion projects, and other
citizen centric facilities.
She instructed officials
to work with coordina-
tion and ensure regular
monitoring of projects to
achieve timely results. The
meeting was attended
by key officials and rep-
resentatives, including
Public Works In Charge
Dev Narayan Chandrakar,
Councillor Suruchi Umre,
Assistant Engineers Girish
Diwan and Sanjay Thakur,
along with Rajendra Dha-
bale, Karan Yadav, Haris-
hankar Sahu, Pankaj Sahu,
Aparna Mishra, Vikas
Damah, and other offi-
cers. The session reflected
the Corporation’s com-
mitment to strengthen-
ing infrastructure and
enhancing civic services
for the people of Durg.

Detailed

St Xavier’s Shanti
Nagar celebrates

i e

Central Chronicle News

BHILALI: St Xavier’s School,
Shanti Nagar, Bhilai cel-
ebrated its Annual Func-
tion the other day with
grandeur and enthusiasm,
showcasing the diverse tal-
ents of its students through
a vibrant cultural program
filled with creativity, disci-
pline, and youthful energy.

The event featured
captivating dance per-
formances, melodious
songs, skits, and other
cultural presentations that
reflected the imagination,
teamwork, and dedication
of the young participants.

Annual Function

Special Guests included
Rev Fr Sabu Joseph, Par-
ish Priest of Sector 6, and
Rev Fr Sabastian Kallath,
Parish Priest of Durg. Par-
ents, guardians, alumni,
and well-wishers attended
in large numbers, adding
to the festive spirit of the
evening.

The school manage-
ment, teachers, and stu-
dents worked in close
coordination to ensure the
success of the program.
The celebration high-
lighted the institution’s
commitment to holistic
education, cultural enrich-
ment, and the all-round

Applications
for PM-AJAY

BHILAI: The  District
Antyavasayi ~ Cooperative
Society, Durg, has invited
applications under the
Pradhan Mantri Anusu-
chit Jaati Abhyuday Yojana
(PM-AJAY) to empower the
Scheduled Caste commu-
nity through self-employ-
ment. Interested candi-
dates looking to establish
their own ventures can
apply until January 12,
2026. To be eligible, the
applicant must be a native
of Durg district, belong to
the Scheduled Caste cat-
egory, and be between 18
and 50 years of age. The
family’s annual income
must not exceed Rs 2.50
lakh, and the applicant
must not have any out-
standing government
loans. Successful applicants
will receive a bank-linked
loan of at least Rs 1 lakh,
supported by a govern-
ment subsidy of 50% of the
loan amount (capped at Rs
50,000). The scheme cov-

Central Chronicle News

Bageshwar Sarkar
urged devotees

to carry both the
“Mala” and “Bhala”
to protect Sanatan
Dharma.

BHILAI: The industrial
city of Bhilai witnessed an
overwhelming sea of dev-
otees on the second day
of the Divya Hanumant
Katha, led by the inter-

nationally renowned
spiritual orator, Pandit
Dhirendra  Shastri  of

Bageshwar Dham.

During the discourse,
Pandit Shastri provided
a profound explanation
of the sixth verse of the
Hanuman Chalisa, “Hath

| HANUMANT KATHA : DAY 2 |

Lord Hanuman is inseparable
from Lord Ram: Pt. Shastri

Kaushalya Sai seeking blessings from Pt Shastri.

FASTFACTS

® Shastri explains the
deep essence of the
Hanuman Chalisa.

® Divya Darbar is
scheduled for December
27 at 1:00 PM.

he stated that to pro-
tect Sanatan Dharma,
it is essential for Hin-
dus to keep both the

Hanuman’s devotion
to Lord Ram is the ulti-
mate symbol of service,
noting that “Lord Ram
is incomplete without
Hanuman.”  According
to Shastri, every word
of the Hanuman Chalisa
serves as the essence of
human life and a weapon
against unrighteousness.

The event was graced
by several promi-
nent figures, including

Vijay Baghel, and May-
ors Neeraj Pal and Alka
Baghmar. Other digni-
taries like MLA Doman
Lal Korsewada and for-
mer officials also sought
blessings. Organized
under the leadership of
Rakesh Pandey of the
Seva Samarpan San-
stha, the atmosphere
remained electric with
devotional bhajans.

Looking ahead, the
Divya Darbar is scheduled
for Saturday at 1:00 PM,
where Pandit Shastri will
address the grievances of
devotees through his sig-
nature “parchi” system,
followed by the continua-
tion of the Katha.

Held near the Jayanti
Stadium, the event saw
a massive gathering of
followers from Durg, Rai-

The occasion was graced development of its stu- | ers a wide range of trades, | Bajra O DhwajaBiraje.” “Mala” (devotion) and Kaushalya Devi Sai (wife pur, Rajnandgaon, and
by Abhishek Mishra, Par- dents, making the day a | from grocery storesand tai- | Addressing the current the “Bhala” (strength/ of CM Vishnu Deo Sai), neighbouring states, all
shad of Ward No. 14, Shanti memorable milestone in | loring to motor mechanics | global scenario and the protection) together. BJP National Vice Pres- converging to seek spiri-
Nagar, as Chief Guest. the school’s calendar. and poultry farming. safety of the community, He emphasized that ident Saroj Pandey, MP tual solace.

| ANNUAL BONANZA |

Central Chronicle News

DAV Public School, HUDCO hosts “Shaurya Unfolds”

BHILALI: DAV Public
School, HUDCO, Bhilai
celebrated its Annual
Bonanza under the
theme “Shaurya: A Salute
to Courage”, dedicated
to the valor of Indian sol-
diers. The Senior Wing
presented stirring perfor-
mances that highlighted
discipline, service, and
patriotism, instilling
pride among the audi-
ence.

Chief Guest Shri Satya
Narayan Rathore (IAS,
Commissioner, Durg

Division) and Guest of
Honour Madam Usha
Kiran Rathore graced the
occasion. The program
commenced with lamp
lighting, State Anthem,
and DAV Gaan. Distin-
guished dignitaries from
Arya Samaj and academia
added to its significance.

Principal Shri Prashant
Kumar, Regional Officer
cum Principal, presented
the Annual Report,
outlining milestones
achieved. The cultural
program opened with
a welcome dance, fol-
lowed by thematic acts.

Wings of Wisdom cele-
brated education’s power
to inspire citizens. The
Silent Sky paid tribute
to the tragic Ahmeda-

bad air crash, while the

Hindi skit Chanakya
Niti aur Bharat Varsh ka
Uday emphasized strate-
gic thinking and ethical

leadership. The English
play The Last Lesson
portrayed a child’s real-
ization of parental guid-
ance. Operation Sindoor

stood out as a poignant
act showcasing courage
and love for the nation.
Fusion classical and folk
dances from Haryana and
Gujarat enthralled the
audience,  symbolizing
India’s cultural unity.

The evening also
witnessed the crown-
ing of Miss and Master
DAV-Disha Shadija and
Yathartha Tamrakar—and
the release of the 16th edi-
tion of the school maga-
zine Spectrum - A Mirror
of Young Minds. Awards
recognized outstanding
students, achievers in

academics and sports,
and commendations for
teachers and alumni.

In his address, the
Chief Guest emphasized
courage as integrity, com-
passion, and persever-
ance, highlighting med-
itation’s role in holistic
growth and India’s vision
as Vishwaguru.

The program con-
cluded with a vote of
thanks by Head Boy
Akshat Nair and the
National Anthem, leaving
the audience with pride
and gratitude for the
nation’s heroes.

NEWSLINE

HIT-AND-RUN

School
employee killed

BHILAI: In a tragic hit-
and-run incident early
Friday morning, a female
employee of Krishna
Public  School (KPS)
Durg lost her life at Pul-
gaon Chowk. The victim,
identified as 50-year-old
Uttara Deshmukh, a resi-
dent of Kolhiyapuri, was
on her way to work when
the accident occurred.
According to Pulgaon Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO)
Amit Adani, the incident
took place around 7:00
AM  while Deshmukh
was crossing the road on
foot. A speeding uniden-
tified vehicle struck her
with such force that she
died on the spot. Upon
receiving the informa-
tion, police reached the
scene and sent the body
for post-mortem. The
driver of the vehicle fled
the scene immediately
after the collision. Pul-
gaon Police have filed a
case against the unknown
driver and launched a
search operation.

SMUGGLING

3 more arrested

BHILAI: Under the ongo-
ing operation against ille-
gal narcotics, Durg Police
have achieved a major
breakthrough by arresting
three more members of an
organized drug syndicate.
The accused, identified as
Ghanshyam Kaushik (38),
Roshan Sao (38), and Md
Sarfaraz Khan (24), were
apprehended from the
Bhilai area on December
25. Investigations revealed
a highly organized “sup-
ply chain” operating from
Punjab to Chhattisgarh.
The gang used encrypted
WhatsApp calls to coor-
dinate and process pay-
ments through both cash
and online modes. To date,
33 individuals have been
arrested in  connection
with a case lodged under
the NDPS Act and BNS. The
police seized four mobile
phones used for drug ped-
dling during the latest raid.
The Anti-Crime and Cyber
Unit (ACCU) and Mohan
Nagar Police confirmed
that the suspects worked as
a cohesive unit to procure
and sell “Chitta” (Heroin).

TRAFFIC POLICE
Heavy fines
imposed

BHILAI: Durg Traffic Police
have intensified their
crackdown on traffic vio-
lators under Operation
Suraksha. On December
23, a truck driver, Ganesh
Ram (41), was caught driv-
ing drunk in a ‘No-Entry’
zone between Nandini
Road and Powerhouse
Chowk. The court subse-
quently slapped him with
a Rs 30,000 fine. Similarly,
at Patel Chowk, another
heavy  vehicle driver,
Saruk Khan (26), tested
positive for alcohol con-
sumption while violating
no-entry rules. The court
imposed a penalty of Rs
32,000 on him. In a third
instance, Dhanush Sahu
(33) was fined Rs 11,000 for
triple-riding and reckless
driving under the influence
of alcohol. Traffic author-
ities have warned that
strict surveillance will con-
tinue. Penalties for drunk
driving, overloading, and
no-entry violations will
remain severe to ensure a
safer commuting environ-
ment across the district.
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“I am pleased to know that Constitution
of India has been published in Santhali

< \k : Janguage as well. This is major
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PM Modi meets Rashtriva Bal Puraskar winners

Artists perform during an event on ‘Veer Baal Diwas’, in New Delhi. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also attended the event. PTI

Will move Supreme Court, says
Unnao rape survivor’s mother

Unnao rape survivor’s mother protests in Delhi, vows Supreme Court challenge against

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Unnao
rape survivor’s mother
on Friday said she will
approach the Supreme
Court challenging the
suspension of life term of
convict Kuldeep Sengar
as she participated in a
protest outside the Delhi
High Court against the
last week’s verdict. Activ-
ists from the All India
Democratic Women’s
Association along with
activist Yogita Bhayana
and the survivor’s mother
held a protest outside the
court, demanding cancel-
lation of the bail of Sen-

suspension of life sentence for convict Kuldeep Sengar

Speaking to PTI, the
survivor’s mother said
she had come to the high
court to protest as her
daughter had endured
immense suffering. “I am
not blaming the entire
high court, but only the
two judges whose deci-
sion has shattered our
trust,” she said. The
mother added that ear-
lier judges had delivered
justice to the family, but
the accused had now
been granted bail. “This
is an injustice towards
our family. We will
approach the Supreme
Court, as I have faith in
it,” she told PTI. Scores
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@ Survivor’s mother
says bail shattered
trust, insists justice
denied, Supreme Court
intervene.

© Protesters demand
cancellation of Kuldeep
Sengar’s bail, allege
injustice, raise slogans
nationwide.

outside the high court
holding placards saying:
“Kuldeep Sengar ki umar
kaid ki saza barkaraar
rahe” and “Mahilaon ki
garima ke saath khilwad
nahi chalega” They also

“Balatkariyo ko sanrak-
shan dena band kro” and
“Gunehgaron ko bachana
band karo” (stop protect-
ing rapists and convicts)
in support of the Unnao
rape survivor.

Criticizing the central
government over the
ruling, one of the pro-
testers said, “How can
the BJP government or
the court give him bail.
They have to dismiss
his bail or this govern-
ment must go.” “This is
not a coincidence that
the bail was granted
just two days before
court holidays. This is
a planned move. The

are not foolish. Till how
long will they continue
to deceive us...,” another
woman said. Demand-
ing the cancellation of
Sengar’s bail, another
protester said, “He has
raped a girl and killed
her father because of
which she is still in this
condition. Stop giving
protection to the rapist
and protect the victims.”
As the agitators contin-
ued their protest, the
Delhi Police announced
through microphone
that demonstration in
front of the Delhi High
Court is not allowed,
warning them of legal

gar, an expelled BJP MLA. of protesters gathered raised slogans such as citizens of this country action.

Bus Accident: | TRIPURA SPEAKER DIES |

Death toll rises do d l d ®

to seven PM Modi condoles demise

BENGALURU: The death
toll in the tragic bus
accident in Karnataka’s
Chitradurga district rose
to seven on Thursday
after the driver of the ill-
fated sleeper coach bus
succumbed to his inju-
ries in the early hours
of the day. The horrific
accident occurred on
Wednesday when the
bus collided with a con-
tainer truck, trigger-
ing a massive fire that
engulfed both vehicles.

At least six passen-
gers were burnt alive
on the spot, while 21
others sustained severe
burn injuries and were
rushed to nearby hos-
pitals for treatment.
Officials said  five
charred bodies were
recovered from the
bus, while one body
was found inside the
container truck. With
the driver’s death, the
toll increased further,
underscoring the scale
of the tragedy.

of Tripura Speaker BB Sen

Press Trust Of India

PM Modi mourns
Tripura Speaker
Biswa Bandhu Sen,
recalls development
work service

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Fri-
day expressed grief over
the passing of Tripura
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Biswa Bandhu
Sen, remembering him
for his contribution to
the state’s development
and commitment to pub-
lic service. In a post on X,
the Prime Minister said,
“Pained by the passing
of Shri Biswa Bandhu
Sen Ji, Speaker of the
Tripura Assembly. He will
be remembered for his
efforts to boost Tripura’s

ey

progress and commit-
ment to numerous social
causes. My thoughts are
with his family and admir-
ers in this sad hour. Om
Shanti.” Sen passed away
on Friday morning after
undergoing  treatment
for several months at a
private hospital in Benga-
luru. He was 72 and is sur-
vived by his wife, a son,
and a daughter. He had
been serving as the 1ith
Speaker of the Tripura

Legislative Assembly since
June 21, 2018. Sen suffered
a brain haemorrhage on
August 8 at Agartala rail-
way station and was ini-
tially treated in Agartala
before being shifted to
Bengaluru for advanced
medical care.Union Home
Minister Amit Shah also
expressed condolences.
“The demise of Biswa
Bandhu Sen Ji the Speaker
of the Tripura Legisla-
tive Assembly is deeply
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® Tripura Assembly
Speaker Sen dies at 72;
Amit Shah calls loss
grave.

saddening. A committed
leader who dedicated
several years of his life
to public service, Sen Ji’s
passing away is a grave
loss to the state’s political
arena. My thoughts are
with his bereaved family,
friends, and admirers. Om
Shanti Shanti Shanti,” said
Shah.

Union Health Minis-
ter and BJP President J.P.
Nadda said Sen worked
closely with the people
and made valuable con-
tributions to Tripura’s
progress, adding that his
service would be remem-
bered with respect.

| GOOD GOVERNANCE DAY |

VP Radhakrishnan highlighls Vajpavee’s legacy

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: Vice Presi-
dent C. P. Radhakrishnan
participated as the chief
guest at the Good Gover-
nance Day celebrations
held at Siri Fort Audito-
rium in Delhi, marking the
birth anniversary of for-
mer Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. Address-
ing the gathering, the
Vice President described

|_

Vajpayee as a visionary
leader, accomplished
poet and a committed
servant of the people,
whose governance was
anchored in democratic

constitutional

values,
morality and national
consensus. He said Vaj-
payee’s unmatched ora-
tory, humility and com-
mitment to democracy

e

“Vajpayee’s
governance was
anchored in
democratic values
and conslitutional
morality.”

C. P. Radhakrishnan
Vice President

helped guide the country
through complex domes-

tic and foreign policy
challenges. Radhakrish-
nan emphasised that good
governance was central to
Vajpayee’s political phi-
losophy and formed the
foundation of a strong
and prosperous India.
He noted that Vajpayee’s
approach to governance
was rooted in transpar-
ency, accountability,
inclusivity and service to
all sections of society.
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ATAL CAN'TEEN
Delhi ministers Sirsa and Pankaj Singh

inaugurate ‘Atal Canteens’ in their constituencies

NEW DELHI: Following the formal

launch of the ‘Atal Canteen’ scheme by
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta in
Lajpat Nagar, several Delhi Ministers
on Thursday inaugurated similar facil-
ities in their respective constituencies,
an official said. Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa inaugurated an
Atal Canteen in Shyam Nagar, Rajouri
Garden, marking a step towards pro-
viding affordable, hygienic and nutri-
tious meals to daily wage workers and
the needy at a subsidised price of Rs 5.

Sirsa thanked the Chief Minister
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
ensuring that the promise of dignified,
low-cost meals for the working class
and underprivileged is implemented
on the ground. Addressing local resi-
dents, Sirsa said each Atal Canteen is
designed to reflect former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s vision of
prioritising service to the poorest. He

added that every canteen will cater
to at least 1,000 people twice a day.
“Our effort through these canteens is
to ensure that no one in Delhi sleeps
hungry and that every hardwork-
ing citizen has access to a clean and
wholesome meal,” Sirsa said.

Transport Minister Pankaj Kumar
Singh inaugurated an Atal Canteen at
JJC, Indra Camp-3, Vikaspuri. It was
also announced that three Atal Can-
teens will be opened in the Vikaspuri
Assembly constituency in the com-
ing days to further expand access to
affordable meals. Each Atal Canteen
will serve up to 1,000 plates daily on
a first-come, first-served basis, oper-
ating in two shifts — from 12 noon to
2 p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The
menu will include seasonal vegetables,
rice or millets, roti, dal and pickle to
ensure nutritious and hygienic meals
for the underprivileged. PTI

BRAWL

Patients in trouble as
IGMC doctors go on
mass leave

SHIMLA: Patients at Indira Gandhi
Medical College here were left incon-
venienced on Friday as the prominent
doctors’ body went on a one-day mass
casual leave to protest the termination
of a medic following a brawl with a
patient. Regular services, including out-
patient departments (OPD), were dis-
rupted, causing considerable delays and
inconvenience to many patients, espe-
cially those from remote areas. Emer-
gency services remained operational.
This comes after the Himachal Pradesh
government had on Wednesday termi-
nated the services of Dr Raghav Narula
for his alleged involvement in a physi-
cal fight with a patient, Arjun Singh, on
Monday. This came after a video of the
confrontation, which took place in the
pulmonary ward of IGMC on Monday,
surfaced, showing the doctor punching
the patient in the face while Singh was
attempting to kick the doctor.Singh,
who had gone to the hospital for a bron-
choscopy and complained of breath-
lessness alleged that the dispute started
over the doctor’s choice of words. PTI

SUBMARINE

Prez Murmu to
undertake sea sortie in
submarine on 28

NEW DELHI: President Droupadi
Murmu will undertake a sea sortie in
a submarine from Karwar Harbour in
Karnataka on December 28, her office
has said. The sortie is scheduled dur-
ing her four-day visit to Goa, Karna-
taka and Jharkhand from Saturday.

President Murmu will leave for Goa
in the evening of December 27, the
Rashtrapati Bhavan said in a state-
ment issued on Friday. “On December
28, the President will take a sea sortie
in a submarine from Karwar Harbour,
Karnataka,” it said.

Murmu will grace the centenary
celebrations of Ol Chiki at Jamshed-
pur, Jharkhand on Monday. “On the
same day, she will also address the
15th convocation ceremony of NIT,
Jamshedpur,” the statement said. PTI

MAHARASHTRA CIVIC POLLS

Pune polls: NCP (SP) leader Jagtap joins Cong

after opposing tie-up with Ajit Pawar’s NCP

|
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MUMBAI: Former Pune mayor and
Nationalist Congress Party (SP) city
president Prashant Jagtap on Fri-
day joined the Congress, a move the
party said would strengthen it ahead
of Maharashtra municipal elections
scheduled for January 15. Jagtap
joined the Congress in the presence of
Maharashtra Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee president Harshwardhan Sap-
kal at party headquarters Tilak Bhavan
here. Several office-bearers of the NCP
(SP) from Pune also switched over to
the Congress along with Jagtap.
Welcoming Jagtap, Sapkal said the
Congress represents the ideologi-

cal legacy of Shivaji Maharaj, Shahu
Maharaj, Jyotiba Phule and B.R.
Ambedkar, and is committed to an
ideological struggle. “Some political
parties today focus only on power and
money to win elections. People usu-
ally salute the rising sun, but Prashant
Jagtap has joined the Congress for ide-
ological reasons,” Sapkal said. Leader
of the Congress Legislature Party
Vijay Wadettiwar said Jagtap refused
to align with “communal forces” and
chose the Congress without compro-
mising on ideology. “Several offers
were made to Jagtap, but he remained
committed to progressive values. If
such leaders stand with us, 2029 will
be ours,” Wadettiwar said.Former
minister Naseem Khan said the coun-
try is facing serious challenges related
to democracy, the Constitution, farm-
ers, women, unemployment and law
and order. He alleged that casteism
and corruption are on the rise and
accused the BJP of misleading people
and following a policy of breaking par-
ties. “Only the Congress ideology can
save the country,” Khan said. PTI
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Beginning a day with the National
Song not only provides positive
energy, but it also develops
dedication and responsibility
towards the work.

Amit Kumar

Collector Sukma
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KORBA: On Thursday,
tributes were paid to
Bharat Ratna and for-
mer Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee on his
birth anniversary. The
program took place at
Atal Parisar, near Viveka-
nanda Park, where the
chief guest, Minister of
Industry, Commerce,
Labor, Excise, and Public
Undertakings, Lakhanlal
Dewangan, along with
public  representatives
and officials, offered flo-
ral tributes at Vajpayee’s
statue.

Lakhanlal Dewangan

® Lakhanlal Dewangan
spoke highly about the
former Prime Minister
and called him a
visionary leader.

emphasized the impor-
tance of Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s legacy, describing
him as a visionary leader,
powerful orator, and
respected figure across all
political parties. Dewan-
gan stated that Atal’s
leadership led India to
historic advancements in
sectors like roads, educa-
tion, and nuclear power.
He also credited Vaj-

A
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Minister hails Atal Bihari

Vajpayee as a visionary leader

On Thursday, the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister
Late Atal Blharl Va]payee was held in Korba
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Chhattisgarh

payee for the formation
of Chhattisgarh, noting
that the state is now pro-
gressing towards a bright
future due to his efforts.
The minister
expressed gratitude to
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai for initiating
the construction of Atal
Parisar in urban bod-
ies across the state. He
particularly praised the
Korba Atal Parisar, call-
ing it one of the best
complexes in Chhattis-
garh. Dewangan also
acknowledged the role
of former Chief Minister
Dr. Raman Singh, who
had launched the con-

struction of Atal Chowks
in every village. Further-
more, he highlighted
how Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is carry-
ing forward Atal’s vision
of development, with
India now emerging as
a strong economic force
on the global stage.

As part of the Good
Governance Day cele-
brations, a camp orga-
nized by the Municipal
Corporation  received
618 applications from
citizens, resolving 162
of them immediately.
Work is underway to
address the remaining
requests.

Special prayer
service draws
large gathering

MUNGELI: The Christian
community celebrated
Christmas with great joy
on Thursday. The church
was beautifully decorated
with colorful lights and
garlands, creating a fes-
tive atmosphere. A special
prayer service was held,
led by the church pastor,
and attended by Chris-
tians from the town and
surrounding areas.

In his message, the pas-
tor spoke about the signif-
icance of Lord Jesus’ birth
for all of humanity. He
emphasized that Christ-
mas, also called the Great
Day, is a gospel of joy,
according to the Bible.

AddI Collector
chairs Jandarshan
for grievance
redressal

MUNGELI: A public griev-
ance redressal program
was held at the District
Collectorate on Tuesday
to address the issues and
demands of villagers,
the poor, and common
citizens. Under the guid-
ance of Collector Kundan
Kumar, Additional Collec-
tor G.L. Yadav engaged
with the people, listening
to their grievances and
directing concerned offi-
cers to resolve them as
per the rules and within
the stipulated time frame.
Over 150 applications
were received, covering
issues related to govern-
ment schemes and com-
munity concerns.

Ch’garh govt
dedicates
Atal
complexes to
115 cities

MCB: A historic event
was held in Chhattis-
garh on the 101st birth
anniversary of former
Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee. On this occa-
sion, newly constructed
Atal Complexes in 115
urban bodies of the
state were inaugurated
simultaneously.  Chief
Minister Vishnudeo Sai
launched the complexes
through video confer-
encing from Raipur,
with all urban bodies,
including Manendrag-
arh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur,
virtually connected.
During the program in
Manendragarh, former
Parliamentary  Secre-
tary Champa Devi Pawle
highlighted Atal’s con-
tributions, such as the
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana, Chhattis-
garh’s formation, and
his vision for bridging
the gap between villages
and cities.

| WORLD RECORD HOLDERS REACH KORIYA

Limca world record team
arrives to promote int’nl peace

Central Chronicle News

BAIKUNTHPUR: Four
key members of the
Limca Book of World
Records-holding  World
Peace World Foot March
team—Awadh Bihari Lal,
Jitendra Pratap, Mahen-
dra Pratap, and moun-
taineer Govinda Nand-
visited Korea district in
Chhattisgarh and paid a
courtesy visit to Collector
Mrs. Chandan Tripathi.
The team is conduct-
ing public awareness
campaigns to promote
various government wel-
fare schemes across the
country, including both
state and central initia-
tives. Their campaign,
which spans 33 districts,
is aimed at educating the
public through the World
Peace World Foot March
and Chariot March.

The team has already
completed a remarkable
452,000 kilometers in

11 countries, a historic
achievement that earned
them recognition in the
Limca Book of World
Records. In 2018, they
accomplished  another
milestone by reaching
the base camp of Mount
Everest, the world’s high-
est peak, during their foot
march. Their journey has
focused on environmen-
tal conservation, and the
team has planted over
145 million saplings. They
have also conducted pub-
lic awareness campaigns,

visiting  schools, col-
leges, villages, and public
places to engage the com-
munity.

The World Peace
World Foot March has
already covered approx-
imately 600 districts
across the country,
including 13 districts in
Uttarakhand, 75 districts
in Uttar Pradesh, and 33
districts each in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and
Gujarat. Additionally,
the team has successfully
completed the march in

FACTFILE

©® The team has
completed a total of
452,000 kms spanning
11 countries.

the Union Territories of
Daman and Diu and Goa,
as well as 36 districts of
Maharashtra. In Chhat-
tisgarh, they have com-
pleted the march in 28
of the 33 districts. Upon
reaching Korea district,
the team organized var-
ious public awareness
programs, including a
significant event in the
district ~ headquarters,
Baikunthpur, on Decem-
ber 24. The World Peace
World Foot March was
launched by Awadh
Bihari Lal on July 30,
1980, in Kheri district,
Uttar Pradesh. In 2001,
the current members
joined, and the team
has grown to include 20
members.

| RARE BIRD SPOTTED |

Secrelive Ruddy—breasted Crake spolted in Chigarh

Central Chronicle News

BAIKUNTHPUR: The
recent sighting of the
Ruddy-breasted  Crake
in Korea district has
become a notable attrac-
tion for nature enthusi-
asts and ornithologists.
This elusive bird, rarely
seen due to its secretive
nature and agility, is a
key indicator of a healthy
ecosystem. Known scien-
tifically as Porzana fusca,
the Ruddy-breasted

Crake belongs to the rail
family. It features a deep
reddish-brown chest and

neck, a brownish-olive
back, red eyes, and a
short tail. Its large, strong

legs help it navigate
swiftly through grass and
marshy areas.

Mainly found in South
and Southeast Asia, the
Ruddy-breasted Crake is

oo

“The sighting of such
birds indicates that
the local wetland
ecosystem is still
thriving.”

Mrs. Chandan Tripathi
Collector

recorded in India’s wet-
lands in Northeast, East,
and Central regions. In
Korea district, it thrives
in waterlogged fields,

marshes, and areas
with dense vegetation.
This shy bird is most
active during the early
morning and evening,
foraging for insects,
small snails, larvae,
and plant seeds. When
threatened, it prefers
to hide in bushes rather
than fly away. It builds
its nest in tall grasses
during the monsoon
season, laying 4-6 eggs,
and is highly protective
of its young.
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Developed India through comprehensive
rural devp under G- RAM G

BAIKUNTHPUR: The Viksit Bharat
G-Ram-G scheme will be implemented
in Koriya district with the aim of
strengthening rural development. To
ensure widespread public awareness,
extensive discussions were held in
Gram Sabhas across the district. These
meetings, organized in every Gram
Panchayat, provided valuable infor-
mation to elected representatives,
registered laborer families, and rural
residents about the evolving nature
of the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act

Koriya District Collector, Mrs.
Chandan Tripathi, had instructed that
the Gram Sabhas focus on educating
villagers about the PESA Act and pro-
vide comprehensive details on the
G-Ram-G scheme’s integrated frame-
work. This scheme is designed to
enhance employment opportunities
and livelihood security in rural areas.
The State Government has issued
directives to widely publicize the key
elements of the G-Ram-G, which is
part of the “Developed India Employ-
ment and Livelihood Guarantee Mis-

(MNREGA), now known as G-Ram-G. sion Rural Act 2025.”

GOOD GOVERNANCE SCHEME

Good governance CEO sets deadlines

prog organized at for PMSMBY goals in

Atal Chowk official meet

ODGI: A Good Governance Day pro- | MUNGELI: Following instructions

gram was organized at Atal Chowk in
Gram Panchayat Lanjit on Thursday to
commemorate the birth anniversary
of Bharat Ratna, former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The event
began with floral tributes to Atal’s por-
trait, followed by a discussion forum
focused on his principles and con-
tributions. Sarpanch Dharam Singh
Ayam, in his address, highlighted
that Atal Bihari Vajpayee was not
only a great leader but also a symbol
of good governance, patriotism, and
democratic values. He emphasized
that Atal’s ideas continue to inspire
the nation to pursue honesty, trans-
parency, and public service. He fur-
ther urged that the principles of good
governance should be applied even at
the Gram Panchayat level to ensure
sustainable development and wel-
fare for the public. Sarpanch Ayam
also appealed to the youth to draw
inspiration from Atal’s leadership and
actively participate in nation-building
and social development. During the
program, other elected representa-
tives also shared their thoughts on
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s legacy, shed-
ding light on his significant contribu-
tions to the country.

from Collector Kundan Kumar, Dis-
trict Panchayat CEO Prabhakar
Pandey held a meeting with offi-
cials to review the progress of the
Pradhan Mantri Suryaghar Muft
Bijli Yojana (PMSMBY) (Prime Min-
ister’s Solar Home Free Electricity
Scheme). CEO Pandey emphasized
that the scheme is a top priority for
the central government and warned
that negligence would not be tol-
erated. He stated that strict action
would be taken against those respon-
sible if targets are not met within the
specified timeframe.

The CEO expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the slow progress in the
Godkhamhi, Manoharapur, Faster-
pur, and Temri areas, where pro-
cessing of applications and instal-
lations was lagging. Notices were
issued to Junior Engineers Aman
Meher and Upendra Kashyap for
their lack of progress. The meeting
revealed that although 13,496 appli-
cations had been received, only 770
vendor selections, 87 installations,
69 inspections, and 59 subsidy dis-
bursements had been completed.
This performance was deemed
unsatisfactory.

Collector reviews Banki and
Nirjam procurement centers

MUNGELI: Collector Kundan Kumar
conducted a surprise inspection of
the paddy procurement centers at
Banki and Nirjam to ensure transpar-
ency and smooth functioning of the
procurement system at minimum
support price (MSP) in the district. He
reviewed various aspects of the pro-
curement process, including the total
quantity of paddy procured, availabil-
ity of gunny bags, farmer registration,
issuance of delivery orders, land area
declarations, and available facilities.
The Collector emphasized the impor-
tance of transparency and instructed
officials to expedite the lifting of
paddy to avoid any inconvenience to
farmers.

During his visit to the Banki cen-
ter, the Collector interacted with
farmers to understand the ground
situation and inspected the paddy

weighing system. He was angered
when a complaint surfaced that the
center in-charge was making farm-
ers weigh and unload paddy them-
selves without providing laborers.
The Collector reprimanded the in-
charge and ordered an immediate
inquiry, directing the in-charge’s
removal. He also addressed con-
cerns related to land area declara-
tions and warned of strict action
against any irregularities.

At the Nirjam center, the Collec-
tor focused on the quality of the
paddy and instructed that substan-
dard paddy should not be accepted.
He interacted with farmers to gather
feedback on the procurement pro-
cess and urged them not to fall for
middlemen. He also directed officials
to maintain cleanliness, order, and
discipline at the center.
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Assembly Speaker Dr. Raman Singh participated in
the pediatric heart check-up camp.

Central Chronicle News

RAJNANDGAON: On the
occasion of the birth
anniversary of Bharat
Ratna Pandit Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, a district-level
child heart disease health
check-up camp was orga-
nized under Good Gover-
nance Day at the Bharat
Ratna Late Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee Memorial Medical
College and associated
hospital in Rajnandgaon.
The camp was held in col-
laboration with Shri Satya
Sai Sanjeevani Hospital,
Nava Raipur. Assem-
bly Speaker Dr. Raman
Singh participated in the
event and remembered
the contributions of Atal

Bihari Vajpayee.
Dr. Singh shared that
expert doctors from

Shri Satya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital were screening
children’s hearts at the
camp. Through echo and
ECG tests, it was found
that around 45 children
were suffering from
congenital heart dis-
ease, which affects their
growth and develop-
ment. Dr. Singh empha-
sized that early detection
is key to effective treat-
ment, and the necessary
surgeries will ensure
the children’s healthy
future. He assured par-
ents that their children
would receive free treat-
ment, with continuous
follow-up care. Since its

FASTFACTS

® On Thursday, Good
Governance Day
was celebrated in
Rajnandgaon.

establishment, the Shri
Satya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital in Nava Rai-
pur has treated over
21,000 patients from 22
countries, offering free
treatment to children
suffering from serious
illnesses. The hospital,
which opened in 2013,
performs complex sur-
geries usually done in
major metropolitan cities
like Delhi and Chennai,
providing life-changing
care to both Indian and
international patients.
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present during the event.

126 Children registered for surgery at Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital

A total of 126 children were registered for surgery
under the Chirayu program during a recent health camp.
All the children underwent free ECG and echo tests, and
their surgeries will be performed at Sri Sathya Sai San-
jeevani Hospital in Nava Raipur. Dr. Yogesh Sathe, Chief
Cardiologist, and Dr. Deendayal Nagar, Pediatric Car-
diologist, along with other staff from the hospital, were

The camp was attended by several dignitaries,
including Mayor Mr. Madhusudan Yadav, District
President, Vice President of the District Panchayat
Mrs. Kiran Sahu, and various members of the District
Panchayat. Also present were Collector Mr. Jitendra
Yadav, Superintendent of Police Mrs. Ankita Sharma,
Divisional Forest Officer Mr. Ayush Jain, and other
officials such as the Chief Executive Officer of Dis-
trict Panchayat Ms. Suruchi Singh, and Dean of Med-
ical College Dr. P.M. Luka. The event was well-at-
tended by public representatives, officials, and
citizens from the community.

will be celebrated on
December 29th in Kotni
village, Naya Raipur. The
ceremony will begin at
3 PM with the lighting of
lamps and prayers at the
Guru Gaddi (sacred seat).
Following the prayers at
4 PM, there will be cap-
tivating performances
of the traditional Panthi
dance. In the evening, a
cultural program will be
presented by Lok Arpan.
The event will be pre-
sided over by Avinash
Makhija and organized
with the support of the
entire  Satnami  com-
munity of Kotni. Komal
Makhija, Social Media In-
charge and a member of
the All India Satnam Sena,
shared these details.

Arrest made
in illicit
mahua
liguor case

BASNA: Despite continu-
ous raids by Basna police,
illegal liquor trade contin-
ues to thrive in the area,
causing social disruption.
The consumption of illicit
liquor leads to economic
hardships for families
and escalates disputes,
violence, and lawless-
ness. In a crackdown on
the illegal liquor trade,
the Basna police arrested
19-year-old Yogesh Ratre
from Ward No. 1 for ille-
gally storing and selling
country-made Mahua
liquor.

cess in their anti-drug
campaign by arresting
four individuals smug-
gling ganja on motor-
cycles. The action took
place near Guru Ghasidas
Chowk on NH-53 road
during a roadblock set up
by the police after receiv-
ing a tip-off about the
smuggling.

On December 25, 2025,
two motorcycles arrived
at the spot as described
by the informant. When
signaled to stop, the rid-
ers attempted to flee
but were quickly appre-
hended.

Rs.1.5 lakh and 5 kg worth
Rs.50,000. The accused
were identified as Pusu
Lal (32), Vijay (27), Vinod
(37), and Hariram (23),
all residents of Balaghat,
Madhya Pradesh. The
police seized items worth
Rs.3.71 lakh, including
the ganja, two motorcy-
cles, mobile phones, and
cash.

A case has been filed
under the NDPS Act,
and further investiga-
tion is underway to
identify other individu-
als involved in the drug
trade.

Hemant Khute honored
at Raipur Lok Sabha MP
sports festival

RAIPUR: The closing
ceremony and prize
distribution of the
Raipur Lok Sabha MP
Sports Festival took
place at Deen Dayal
Auditorium in Rai-
pur. The event was
held under the chief
patronage of Chief
Minister ~ Vishnudeo
Sai, with MP Brijmo-
han Agrawal presiding
and BJP State Presi-
dent Kiran Singh Deo
in attendance.

During the cere-
mony, several promi-
nent sports personali-
ties from Chhattisgarh
were honored. Hemant
Khute, a national chess

player, coach, author,
and State Secretary of
the Chhattisgarh State
Chess Association,
was recognized for his
significant  contribu-
tions to chess. He has
been promoting the
game for over 33 years,
providing free chess
training to school chil-
dren and running the

Knight Chess Club
without charge.

MP Brijmohan
Agrawal and MLA

Sunil Soni presented
Khute with a certificate
of appreciation and a
shawl in recognition of
his dedicated service
to the sport.

Gurukul senior wing
celebrates 22nd annual day
Srijan with grandeur

e

Central Chronicle News

KAWARDHA: Gurukul
Public School, Kawardha,
celebrated its annual day
“Srijan” with vibrant per-
formances by students.
The event was attended by
the Chairman, office bear-
ers, directors, principal,
teachers, and a large num-
ber of students. Guests of
honor included Ms. Kriti
Gupta, Captain of the
Chhattisgarh Senior Wom-
en’s Cricket Team, Ms.
Ishwari Sahu, President of
Janpad Panchayat, and Mr.
Kailash Chandravanshi.
The program began
with the garlanding of God-
dess Saraswati’s portrait
and the lighting of lamps.
School Principal Manoj

Rai presented the annual
report and highlighted the
school’s achievements.
Talented students were
honored for excellence
in various fields. Cultural
programs by students
from classes 2nd to 8th
showcased themes like
art, culture, and action,
including performances on
Shivaji, Dashavatar, and Jai
Jawan - Jai Kisan. The per-
formances received much
appreciation, with special
praise for the World Hun-
ger and Bahubali presen-
tations. The event con-
cluded with the national
anthem. Mementos were
presented to guests, and a
vote of thanks was given by
administrator Manoj Gon-
ade.

Jharia Yadav
Samaj discusses
local issues with
Ahiwara MLA

NANDINI AHIWARA: The
Chhattisgarh Jheria Yadav
Samaj from Godhi area
met with MLA Rajmahant
Doman Lal Korsewara to
invite him as the chief
guest for their upcom-
ing event. The event will
include a social confer-
ence, talent recognition
ceremony, youth intro-
duction program, and an
ideal marriage ceremony.
It is scheduled to take
place on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8, 2026, in the village
of Chetuwa, under the
Godhi area. The meet-
ing, which took place in a
cordial atmosphere, was
attended by several com-
munity leaders. Among
those present were Dis-
trict Executive President
Mangal Prasad Yadav,
Godhi Area President
Yashpal Yadav, Vice Presi-
dent Pawan Yadav, Youth
Wing Vice President
Sandeep Yadav, Organiz-
ing Secretary Manohar
Yadav, Chetuwa Secre-
tary Ramdular Yadav, and
Asidhara Area President
Rajesh Yadav.

Central Chronicle News

On Thursday, on the
occasion of Good
Governance Day,
CM Vishnu Deo Sai
inaugurated an Atal
Parisar in Basna.

BASNA: The virtual inau-
guration of the newly
constructed Atal Pari-
sar in Basna Nagar Pan-
chayat, located on Arekel
Road, was held on Thurs-
day in a dignified cere-
mony. Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, Vishnu Deo
Sai, was the Chief Guest
and inaugurated the
complex by cutting the
ribbon at the Atal Parisar
in Raipur. Along with the
Basna inauguration, 115
other Atal Parisar com-
plexes across various cit-
ies and towns of Chhattis-
garh were also virtually
inaugurated. The pro-
gram was presided over
by Deputy Chief Minister
Arun Sao, with Speaker
of the Legislative Assem-

| GOOD GOVERNANCE DAY CELEBRATED |

Basna’s newly constructed
Atal Parisar opens to public

FASTFACTS

® CM Sai spoke on the
achievements of former
Prime Minister Late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee.

bly, Dr. Raman Singh,
attending as the special
guest.

Key dignitaries
included Member of
Parliament Roopkumari
Choudhary, MLA Basna
Dr. Sampat Agarwal,

Basna Nagar Panchayat
President Dr. Khushboo
Abhishek Agarwal, Vice
President Sheet Gupta,
senior physician Dr. N.K.
Agarwal, BJP District Vice
President Ramesh Agar-
wal, and other promi-
nent public representa-
tives, councilors, and a
large number of Basna
residents. Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai praised
the efforts behind the
Atal Parisar, stating, “Atal

Bihari Vajpayee gave
the country direction
towards development
and good governance.
This complex, built in his
name, will foster social
and cultural develop-
ment across Chhattis-
garh.” Speaker Dr. Raman
Singh emphasized that
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
a leader beyond politics,
and projects like Atal
Parisar are key to pre-
serving his legacy.

| AGRICULTURAL CENTERS SEALED |

Four cenlers sealed for fertilizer irregularities

Central Chronicle News

KHAIRAGARH: With the
commencement of the
Rabi season 2025-26,
the Agriculture Depart-
ment has launched a
vigorous crackdown
on fertilizer and seed
vendors attempting to
deceive farmers. Act-
ing swiftly, the admin-
istration banned sales
and seized materials
from four agricultural
centers in Khairagar-
h-Chhuikhadan-Gandai
district, which were

found to be in violation
of the Fertilizer Con-
trol Order. This deci-
sive action has shaken
up illegal and negligent
vendors in the district.
The department is con-
ducting a continuous
inspection campaign to
ensure farmers receive
quality fertilizers,
seeds, and pesticides
on time.

On
2025,
were
Maurya
dra

December 24,
surprise raids
conducted at
Krishi Ken-
(Dauchaura),

Sagar Krishi Ken-
dra (Piplakachhar),
Vikas Krishi Ken-
dra (Gadaghat), and
Janvi Krishi Kendra
(Gadaghat) under Khai-
ragarh development
block. During these

raids, major irregular-
ities were uncovered,
including the absence of
stock registers, source
certificates, price lists,
and cash/credit memos.
These violations were
deemed clear breaches
of the Fertilizer Control
Order, resulting in an

e

“No compromise
will be tolerated
with regard to the
interests of the
farmers.”
Agriculture Department

immediate sales ban and
the seizure of materials.
Show cause notices were
issued to the concerned
operators.

The raids were car-
ried out by a joint team

led by Sub-Divisional
Agriculture Officer
Virendra Dahariya and
Assistant Director Luk-
man Sahu, under the
guidance of Deputy
Director of Agriculture
Mr. Solanki. The Agri-
culture Department has
issued a stern warning
that no leniency will be
shown to vendors who
neglect farmers’ inter-
ests. This action has
been widely appreciated
by farmers, while agri-
cultural traders across
the district are on alert.

NSS camp offers eye check
ups and veterinary care

Central Chronicle News

KHARORA: A seven-day
special camp organized
by the National Ser-
vice Scheme (NSS) unit
in Asaunda village pro-
vided valuable services
to the local community.
The M.G.M. Eye Institute
offered free eye examina-
tions and treatment to the
villagers. Eye specialists,
including Kirti Dewangan,
Bhumika Jaiswal (Optome-
trist), and Khemmin Sahu,
conducted thorough eye
exams and provided neces-
sary treatments, including

spectacles and medicines,
for both villagers and NSS
volunteers. In addition
to treatment, the villag-
ers were educated on eye
health and encouraged to
adopt healthier lifestyles.
The Animal Husbandry
Department team, led by
Rashmi Gupta (Assistant
Veterinary Officer), also
conducted essential animal
care services. They treated
13 animals, distributed
medicine to 97 animals,
performed one castration,
and provided treatment for
one case of Lumpy Skin Dis-
ease and nine other cases.

birth anniversary

BEMETARA: A tribute pro-
gram was held on Thurs-
day at the Atal Complex
in Bemetara to commem-
orate the birth anniver-
sary of Bharat Ratna,
former Prime Minister,
and the late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. The event
was graced by Bemetara
MLA Deepesh Sahu, who
participated as the chief
guest. Along with BJP
members, MLA Sahu lit
a lamp and offered heart-
felt tributes to the por-
trait of the revered Atal

Bihari Vajpayee.
In his address, MLA
Deepesh  Sahu  high-

lighted Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s remarkable lead-
ership and unwavering
commitment to national-
ist ideology, democratic
values, and governance.
He described Vajpayee
as a symbol of sensitive
leadership and vision-
ary thinking, whose his-
torical decisions in the
nation’s interest continue
to inspire citizens.

INSPECTION

Collector and
CEO conduct
joint inspection of
development and
welfare projects

BIJAPUR: Collector Mr.
Sambit Mishra and CEO
of the District Panchayat

Mrs. Namrata Chaubey
conducted an inspection
of the rehabilitation cen-
ter, central library, and
government garment fac-
tory. During their visit to
the rehabilitation center,
they inquired about the
well-being of the reha-
bilitated individuals and
reviewed the necessary
documents being pre-
pared for them, including
the stipends, kit bags, and
other support provided.

MEETING

Village women’s
organization
general meeting
successfully
concludes in
Charoda

ol |

55 5
ARANG: On Wednes-
day, the Charoda Village
Women’s Organization

held its general meeting,
with enthusiastic par-
ticipation from women
across all the village’s
women’s groups. The
event featured several
engaging activities,
including balloon blow-
ing, bindi application,
and the traditional Sua
dance, which were the
main attractions of the
day. The meeting was a
lively occasion, showcas-
ing the spirit and unity of
the women involved in
the organization.
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Navi Mumbai Airport starts flight operations

An aircraft accorded a ceremonial water cannon salute as Navi Mumbai International Airport commenced commercial flight operations. PTI

Entry for duplicate securities
doubled to 10 Lakh, says SEBI

SEBI unveils investor-friendly reforms to simplify duplicate securities issuance
and ease compliance under the Basic Services Demat Account framework.

Press Trust Of India

MUMBALI: In a significant
move aimed at improv-
ing ease of investing and
reducing procedural bot-
tlenecks, capital markets
regulator Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) has announced a
series of reforms related
to the issuance of dupli-
cate securities and the
Basic Services Demat
Account (BSDA) frame-
work. The changes are
intended to enhance
investor convenience,
streamline regulatory
processes and lower com-

© SEBI doubles
simplified
documentation threshold

for duplicate securities
to Rs 10 lakh.

pliance burdens for both
investors and market
intermediaries.

One of the key reforms
pertains to the issuance
of duplicate securities.
SEBI has doubled the
monetary threshold for

availing a simplified doc-
umentation process to Rs
10 lakh from the earlier
limit of Rs 5 lakh. Under
the revised norms, inves-
tors holding securities
valued up to Rs 10 lakh
will now be required to
submit fewer documents
when applying for dupli-
cate securities in cases
such as loss, theft or
damage of original cer-
tificates. The regulator
said the move will help
address inconsistencies
across issuers and depos-
itories, while making
the process faster, more
efficient and investor-

friendly.

Market  participants
believe this step will par-
ticularly benefit retail
investors, who often face
delays and complexity
in completing extensive
paperwork for relatively
small-value holdings. By
reducing documenta-
tion requirements, SEBI
aims to cut turnaround
time and improve overall
investor experience.

SEBI has also
announced relaxations
in the Basic Services
Demat Account frame-
work. Under the revised
guidelines, Zero Coupon

Zero Principal (ZCZP)
bonds and delisted secu-
rities will be excluded
from the valuation
threshold used to deter-
mine eligibility for BSDA
accounts. Earlier, the
inclusion of such instru-
ments often pushed
investors beyond the
permissible limits, result-
ing in the loss of BSDA
benefits. The regulator
stated that the exclusion
of these instruments is
aimed at further enhanc-
ing the BSDA (facility,
which is designed to offer
low-cost demat services
to small investors.

Tractor wholesale
volume may grow 15-
17 pc this fiscal: ICRA

Press Trust Of India

Tractor wholesale
volumes seen rising
15-17% this fiscal,
says ICRA.

MUMBAI: Wholesale trac-
tor volumes are expected
to grow 15-17 per cent in
the current financial year,
significantly higher than
the earlier estimate of
8-10 per cent, driven by a
combination of support-
ive policy measures and
improving rural demand
conditions, rating agency
ICRA said on Friday. The
upward revision follows
the tractor industry’s
strong performance in
recent months. Wholesale
volumes recorded a sharp
year-on-year growth of
30.1 per cent in November,
while cumulative volumes
for the April-November
period rose 19.2 per cent
compared to the corre-
sponding period last year.
The sustained momentum

FACTFILE

® GST reduction, good
monsoon, pre-buying
ahead of norms boost
the demand.

prompted ICRA to reassess
demand prospects for the
sector. According to the
agency, the improved out-
look reflects strengthening
demand  fundamentals
supported by favourable
economic and regulatory
factors. The tractor indus-
try is currently witnessing
a phase of recovery and
expansion, aided by pol-
icy interventions, positive
agricultural output expec-
tations and evolving mar-
ket dynamics.

A key driver behind the
demand surge has been
the reduction in the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
on tractors to 5 per cent.
ICRA noted that the lower
tax rate has significantly
improved tractor afford-
ability for farmers.

| FOAID MUMBAI 2025 |

VOX showcases architectural
design innovation at FOAID

Press Trust Of India

VOX showcases
design-led ceil-
ing, wall systems
at FOAID Mumbai
2025.

MUMBAI: A design-led
exploration of ceilings
and walls as architec-
tural elements Mumbai
(Maharashtra) [Indial,
December 26:VOX, a
European brand special-
izing in ceiling systems,
participated in FOAID
Mumbai 2025, held on
19-20 December at the
Jio World Convention
Centre. With over three
decades of experience
in ceiling, wall, floor-
ing, and facade systems,
the brand presented
a focused display of
architectural  solutions
alongside a collaborative
stall experience shaped
by Sumessh Menon,
reflecting its design-led
approach to contempo-

FACTFILE

® Architecture ideas
initiative highlights
ceilings as defining
architectural design
elements.

rary interiors and built
environments.

Beyond the product
display, VOX’s participa-
tion was anchored in its
continued  partnership
with FOAID through the
Architecture Ideas ini-
tiative. Conceived as a
platform to recognise
conceptual clarity and
future-focused think-
ing, the initiative places
architects and design-
ers at the centre of the
conversation. By prior-

itising design intent and
built work over individ-
ual endorsements, it
supports a design-first
approach that engages
meaningfully with the
architecture and interiors
community. This year,
the initiative introduced a
dedicated category titled
‘VOX Ceilings as a Design
Statement’, developed in
collaboration with FOAID.
The category was con-
ceived to highlight ceil-
ings as a defining archi-
tectural element, often
referred to as the fifth
surface, that plays a criti-
cal role in shaping spatial
experience and visual
identity, yet remains
underrecognized in main-
stream design.

| GOVT ASSET SALES |

GeM'’s auction module feiches Rs 2,200 Crore

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The Gov-
ernment e-Marketplace
(GeM) has significantly
strengthened the dis-
posal of government
assets through its For-
ward Auction module by
enabling online competi-
tive bidding and enhanc-
ing transparency in the
process, the Ministry of
Commerce and Indus-

try said on Thursday.
The digital initiative has
emerged as a key tool
for efficient asset mon-
etisation by government
departments across the
country. According to
the ministry, the For-
ward Auction module has
facilitated auctions worth
more than Rs 2,200
crore between 2021 and
November 2025. During
this period, over 13,000

auctions were success-

fully conducted through
the platform, reflecting
growing adoption of dig-
ital auction mechanisms
by central and state gov-

ernment entities.

The ministry further
stated that the module
has onboarded more
than 23,000 registered
bidders, ensuring wide
participation and com-
petitive price discov-
ery. In addition, more
than 17,000 auctioneers,
including various gov-
ernment  departments
and public sector under-
takings, have used the

platform to dispose of
surplus or obsolete assets
in a structured and trans-
parent manner. The For-
ward Auction module is
designed as a fully digi-
tal bidding process that
allows government organ-
isations to sell assets such
as scrap material, elec-
tronic waste, outdated
vehicles, old machinery
and leasehold properties
to the highest bidder.

“Policy reforms, new
labour codes, digital
innovation, and rising
exports have strengthened
India’s position as a
trusted global partner.”

Piyush Goyal
Commerce Minister

BizBriefs
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Sensex falls by 367 points, Nifty dips to settle at
26,042: Both indices remain under pressure
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MUMBAI: Benchmark domestic equity
indices, the Sensex and the Nifty,
ended the session on a bearish note
today. Both indices opened in neg-
ative territory and remained under
pressure throughout the trading ses-
sion. The Sensex fell by 367 points or
0.43 per cent, to close at 85 thousand
and 41, while the Nifty dipped 100
points or 0.38 per cent, to settle at 26
thousand and 42. The broader market
indices at the Bombay Stock Exchange
also closed in negative zone. The Mid-
Cap index settled nearly 0.2 per cent
down and the Small-Cap index lost
over 0.3 per cent. Earlier the equity
markets had ended lower yesterday, as
investors adopted a cautious approach
during the holiday-shortened trading
week, refraining from taking fresh posi-
tions in the absence of strong domes-
tic or global cues. Muted participation,
combined with profit-booking in select
sectors and the expiry of Sensex deriv-
atives, kept benchmark indices under
pressure throughout the session. The
BSE Sensex closed at 85,041.45, reg-
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istering a decline of 367.25 points, or
0.43 per cent. Meanwhile, the NSE
Nifty slipped 99.80 points, or 0.38
per cent, to settle at 26,042.30. Mar-
ket participants largely remained on
the sidelines, tracking global trends
and awaiting clearer triggers for direc-
tional movement. Analysts noted that
technical resistance remains firm in
the 26,200-26,330 range on the Nifty.
Repeated rejections near this zone
indicate sustained selling pressure at
higher levels, limiting any meaningful
upside in the near term. The cautious
sentiment was further aggravated by
weakness in heavyweight stocks across
key sectors. Information technology
stocks bore the brunt of the sell-off,
with the Nifty IT index declining 1.03
per cent. Stocks such as HCL Technol-
ogies faced notable selling pressure,
reflecting concerns over global demand
and currency-related headwinds. Auto-
mobile stocks also remained under
stress, with the Nifty Auto index ending
0.52 per cent lower, dragged by prof-
it-taking after recent gains.

LIQUOR

KSBC records

Rs 333 cr liquor sales in
Christmas-NY season

KOTTAYAM: As Kerala celebrated
Christmas, the Kerala State Beverages
Corporation (KSBC) recorded liquor
sales worth Rs 333 crore through its
BEVCO outlets during the first four
days of the festive season, officials
said on Friday. The KSBC on Friday
released data on liquor sales during
the Christmas-New Year season, which
began on December 22. According to
the data, liquor worth Rs 332.62 crore
was sold through KSBC liquor shops
and warehouses during the four-day
period. Sales during the first four days
registered an increase of 18.99 per
cent compared to the corresponding
period last year, when sales stood at
Rs 229.54 crore. The highest single-
day sale was recorded on December
24, when liquor worth Rs 114.45 crore
was sold. Sales on December 22 stood
at Rs 77.62 crore, followed by Rs 81.34
crore on December 23 and Rs 59.21
crore on December 25.

The KSBC considers the period
from December 22 to 31 as the Christ-
mas-New Year festive season. KSBC
officials said liquor sales are expected
to rise further on December 30 and 31,
as part of the New Year celebrations.
During the 12-day Onam festive sea-
son this year, the KSBC had recorded
liquor sales of Rs 970.74 crore.

FOREX

Forex reserves

rise by USD 4.36 bn to
USD 693 bn

-

MUMBAI: India’s foreign exchange
reserves rose sharply by USD 4.368 bil-
lion to USD 693.318 billion during the
week ended December 19, according
to data released by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Friday. The increase
reflects gains across key reserve com-
ponents, including foreign currency
assets and gold holdings. In the pre-
vious reporting week, the country’s
forex reserves had increased by a rela-
tively modest USD 1.689 billion to USD
688.949 billion, indicating a stronger
build-up in the latest period. Analysts
said the rise provides a comfortable
cushion against external shocks and
strengthens India’s external sector sta-
bility. Foreign currency assets (FCAs),
which constitute the largest share of
the forex reserves, rose by USD 1.641
billion to USD 559.428 billion during
the week. The RBI clarified that FCAs,
expressed in dollar terms, also reflect
the impact of appreciation or depreci-
ation of major non-US currencies such
as the euro, pound sterling and Japa-
nese yen held in the reserves.

GOLD-PRICE
Paisabazaar and YES BANK announce upgraded
Credit Card with more dining and travel benefits

MUMBAI: Paisabazaar, India’s largest
consumer credit marketplace and free
credit score platform, and YES BANK,
India’s sixth largest private sector
bank, have announced the launch of
the upgraded YES BANK Paisabazaar
PaisaSave Credit Card. This co-created
credit card now offers one of the high-
est dining and travel cashback benefits
in its category. With a powerful 6%
cashback on dining and travel spends,
the revamped PaisaSave Credit Card
delivers strong value with no joining
fee, making it an ideal choice for con-
sumers who are avid travellers, food-
ies and frequent diners. The upgraded
card also offers savings on day-to-day
spends and is one of the most reward-
ing lifestyle credit cards in its segment
for new-age India. Customers can earn
up to Rs. 3,000 cashback per month
through accelerated 6% Dbenefits on
dining and travel. Beyond this cap, all
spends in these categories continue to

YES Bank

Paisabazaar

PaisaSave Credit

Card

3% Cashback on All Onling Spends

earn 1% cashback. In addition, users
can instantly activate a virtual YES
BANK PaisaSave RuPay Credit Card,
allowing seamless UPI-based credit pay-
ments for everyday transactions. Mr.
Anil Singh, Country Head - Credit Cards
and Merchant Acquiring, YES BANK,
said, “As spending on dining and travel
continues to grow, credit card users are
seeking meaningful rewards that truly
add value to these experiences. We are
pleased to present the new PaisaSave
Credit Card, in partnership with Paisa-
bazaar, which brings premium benefits
and propositions designed to elevate
everyday financial experiences for con-
sumers across segments.”
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VV Rajesh elected as first BJP mayor in Kerala
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Portal http://eprocure.gov.in In addition, procurement s also | | L%} < irepspgov h‘: - »P v
S ¢ ’ £ W Bkt ACMS/Admin
SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE done through GeM portal http://gem.gov.in. SECL's mining South East Central Railway,
O Branch Office: ICIC| Bank Ltd., BP-4, Technopolis Building, 4th Floor, Sector | | S€rvices tenders are also now available on GeM portal | |prricusmsizr2 Raipur
. : ICICI Banl | v.sat Lok city, Kolkata West Bengal- 700091 http://gem.gov.in h East Central Railway
FHIT AL /A(2025 T, T 16/12/2025 CIN No: L65190G)1994PLC021012, wwwi.icicibank.com
IR - 133/25 The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
a\‘:iﬂmm_ 15B/2024 Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK E U CTI 0 N 0 N 2 8/01 /2 02 6
. ) AR - 06/01/2026 Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay CO -SAM, Raipur (C.G.) Time: 11.00 am to 4.00 pm
R S the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. = i =
. Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the Sale of Immovable Property/ies Mortgaged to Bank Under SARFAESI Act, 2002 (Act 54 of 2002
ﬁmﬁmﬂ;ﬁ ........................... b e il undersigned h_as taken symholic possession of t_he property _described below, t_)y exercising powers APPENDIX-IV-A [See proviso to rule 8(6)]
A e P A, el || conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below- | | £ ayction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
%333 e ;r:ﬁ EN Tg;“ 1?;’ ;T“;m mentioned dates, The borrawer in particular and the publicin general are herehy cautioned not to deal with of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
E-k mwﬁﬂﬁ% ana% B 2 the praperty. Ay dedlings withths praperty will b_g S_Ubledto charges ofICKC| Bonk Linitac. Naotice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) that the below described immovable
a7 S F9 = 1 AHE 06/01/2026 'gf- 5 Name of P:E Description of Property/ Rate of Remand| Name property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the constructive/physical/ symbolic possession of which has been taken by the
I 11.00 79 I F el I 4 o gggg‘::trﬁlumggp D“‘r:f of Symbolic in Demand |- of h Authorised Officer of the Bank/ Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on the date as
Fufeerm E}? mﬁﬁwauﬁfzm < 1 3“3;'“‘?; Casesslon Notice (Rs) |Branc mentioned in the table herein below, for recovery of its dues due to the Bank/ Secured Creditor from the respective borrower (s) and
; m"“-'”m:; il ,lfé‘;{“'i} i 1. |Naresh Kumar Jaswani/ |Mauja Village Gudhiyari, P.H No. 107 R.N.M, July 23,2025 | Raipur/ guarantor (s). The reserve price and the earmest money deposit will be as mentioned in the table below against the respective properties.
e T T N S T ST Shankar Lal Jaswani/ Raipur- 1, Khasra No. 10/1, 11/1 Part Of Akshari Rs. Sambal-
biags i b oty s Bharat Jaswani/ House  |Part, Ward No. 8, Netaji Kanhaiya Lal Ward, 16,42,262.17/- | Pur SCHEDULE OF THE SECURED ASSETS
v 1 R e i =t ol 7 e :o salghSector ?él \;"‘Uard Sivanand In The Inner Part, Situated At Main :1- "Name of the Account, Name "Description of the Date of Demand Notice bis13(2){ A Reserve Price (Rs. In Lakh)
W T F W N e O N A o 08 Shivanand Nagar |Road, Tahasil And District Raipur, Chhattisgarh 0, :
{5 T S Wi A e g EE Gudiyari, Teh Distrtict | Admeasuring An Area Of 1000 Sq. Ft Northother & Address of Borrower/ Immovable PropFnles Qutstanding Amount EMD
S 8 i af s e o e TR Raipur Chhattisgarh Landsouth Deepak’s Naidu Landeast Road West Guarantors A/c,Name of Mortgaged/ Owner's Name | _as on +Intertest w.e.f | Bid Increase Amount
FE ST st W B A 0 e Lol Raipur- 492001/ Other's Land/ Date Of Symbolic 22-12-2025 Bank Branch” (mortgagers of property(ies))” Nature of Possession/Date Rs. 10000/-
21 v & Wl T % e i LBRPRO0003458041 as per SARFAESI Act, 2002 | for every property
mggﬁmfﬁmﬁmw 2.|Buddhi Sagar Soni/ Priya [Khasra No. 1601/212, Ward No. 64, Mouza Gram| July 21,2025 | Raipur 1| Borrowers: Shri Deepak Sharma S/o|Residential flat bearing flat no. 107, Block A, First| 1) 01.10.2025 Rs. 23.00 Lakh
e fe = & B Atz f Soni/ House No 51/768  |Raipur Khas, P.H.N. 0062, R.N.M. Raipur 1, Rs. Suresh Chandra Sharma, Smt. Priti|Floor, “ Sai Simran Apartment”, Part of Khasra no.| 2) Rs. 21,69,746.00/- as e
06/01/2026 F1 =T § I9EwE T8 & A Behind Durga l\n_"lﬂndehltIa Tahasil. Raipur, District. Raipur, Chhattisgarh 14,92,497.00/- Sharma W/o Shri Deepak Sharma. Both at|720/167, 1317/117, 720/149, 1317/138, 720/184, on 28.09.2025 + intt. thereon Rs. 2.30 Lakh
pubecng T argefeefe 3 e S Colony Chhattisgarh (Admecsurl‘ng An Area of 0.0050 Hector or 54f'J Address-1: 27/284, Gomti Industry Gali,|317/117, 720/152, 1317/141, 720/173, 1317/161, 3) Symbolic as on 12.12.25
- A HTEY [ 06/01/2026 F Raipur- 492001/ Sq.ft. Nort!‘l. Land of Ghunulshyamhputel South: Opposite Dhaniram Dairy, Shankar Nagar, 720/183, 1317/171, 1317/174, 720/16, 1317/11,
i il o b i el il e s e e Dt Raipur, C.G., 492001, Address-2: Flat no.|720/170, 1317/160 situated at Mouza: Shankaf
et FH femm W R S TR ?ﬁ?ﬁm X - - - 107, Block-A, Sai Simran Apartment,|nagar, Maharishi Valmiki Ward no. 28, Raipur, Tahasil/ Dist: Raipur, C.G. Aea 670 Sq. ft. recorded in the
16/12/2025 ) #t wem v =em #i gz | | The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) isfare hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount, Bhawna Nagar, Khamardih, Raipur, C.G.,|name of Smt. Preeti Sharma W/o Mr. Deepak Sharma. Bounded: North by- Flat no. 108, South by- 0TS,
e 1 else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days from the date of publishing this Notice, as per the 492001. Branch Office: Devendra Nagar LEast by- Passage/ Entry & West by- 0TS
(iﬁﬁﬁﬂ' ) provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, {7484IJIIJ) Contact: Sh -'K ilash Kum th 0971888550 -
WU EEET i He S, Date: December 26, 2025 Sincerely Authorised Officer 10N 8 - SUNBATAsT TRar Vi, - - -
\ @ ¥ wen ife. =mmis wg )\ Place: Raipur For ICICI Bank Ltd. ) 2 | Borrowers: Shri Afzal Ahmed S/o Igbal |[Residential land & building bearing Khasra no.[1) 01.10.2025 Rs. 23.80 Lakh
Ahmed, Shri Igbal Ahmed S/o Atik 2125;’8 (Part) snu?_]ted at Mogza: Mathpurena, PH No.| 2) Rs. 23,08,769.00/- as $. £9. a
i . . e Ahmed. Both at; Street no. 3, Near Bilal[105, proposed PH No. 47, RNM: Raipur-1, ward no.| gn 29.08.2025 + intt. thereon| Rs.
g =3 - 1=~ @l Regional Office, First Floor, Zonal Market, Sector-10,Bhilai (C.G.)- 490006 | POSSESSION Masjid, Bilalnagar, Mathpurena,|52, Chanéjrgsekhar Azad wgrd, Raipur, Tahasil/ Dist| 3) symbolic as on 12.12.25 Rs. 2.38 Lakh
PH: 0788 - 2261892,2264992, E-mail: recovery.durg@bankofbaroda.com Boriyakhurd, Raipur, C.G., 492013, |Raipur, C.G. area 1250 Sq. ft. in the name o
Bankafsara‘fa i ) Y g@ NOTICE Guarantor: Shri Rajesh Dewangan S/o Mohammad Afzal Ahmed S/o Mohammad Igball
(As per Appendix IV read with rule 8(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002) Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Shri Mehtaru Ram Dewangan. Branch|Ahmed. Bounded: North by- Remaining land of seller, South by- Remaining land of seller, East by- Road,
the Bank of Baroda under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,2002 and in exercise of Office: Devendra Nagar (748400), Westby-Remainingland of seller
powers conferred under section 13(2) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a Demand Notice to the following Contact: Shri Kailash Kumar Jha, 9971888550
borrowers / guarantors calling upon the Borrowers to repay the amount ioned in the pective notices within 60 days from the date of receipt of the ] = -
b ! : . pokiehy 2 3| Borrowers: Mrs. Hemlata Bharne & Mr.|Residential house bearing part of Khasra no. 212/13( 1) 21.01.2023
said notice. The under mentioned Borrower / Guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/Guarantors and the = et o 5 . 165.
Public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub - section Hemkishore Bha",'e‘ Both at: Millenium situated at Mouza: Changorabhata, PH NP- 105‘{47[ 2) Rs. 7.14,059-8'!!'- as RS 15 42 Lakh
(4) of section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 and under section 14 of the Act of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 . Chowk, Near Mohni Beauty Parlour Sundar EE.KHD?b.f“ﬁ”q BSQ“?'R“{?"U ”(?‘GG?- Raﬁuﬂ SN% on 21.01.2023 + intt. thereon| Rs. 1.54 Lakh
R Dernand Notice Dats. nagar, Raipur, Guarantor: Mr. Chunnilal {Ralpur-1, 1a asil/ Dist: Raipur, C.G. area 0. L. 3) Symbolic as on 12.12.25
S. | Branch Name of Borrower / Guarantor | Description of Property ite, Bharne, Add: Near Almirah Factory, Karan [recorded in the name of Mrs. Hemlata Bharne.
N Amount & Symbolic / Nagar, Changorabhata, Raipur, C.G.,|Bounded: North by- Other's house, South by- Road, .
- | Name/Ph.No. : _ _ Physical Possession Date 492013. Branch Office: Pachpedi Naka|Eastby- Land of Pradeep Sahu, West by- Land of Tupesh Gautam
01|Bhilai-3 Mr. Sashikant Kumar Equitable mortgage of Residential House bearing Plot No.- 12 25.09.2025 (611300), Contact: Shri Praveen Sengupta, 9301295456
Branch Mehta and Block No. A, Kh. No.- 5244/84 ( part of Kh No.- 5244/38), Area- Rs. 19.24 375.00 4| Borrowers: Smt. Pooja Pandey W/o Shri|All that part & parcel of immovable property situated| 1) 21.04.2025 Rs. 11.76 Lakh
Bhilai and 612 Sqft. Situated at Mouza-Kohka,Ward No.-10, Shanti Nagar, . 19,£%, . Vikrant Pandey & Shri Vikrant pandey S/o|at Block C, Flat no, 819, 8th floor, LIG-2BHK| 2) Rs. 7,54,783.90/- as s.11./ola
ifai Mrs. Shashikala Mehta [PH No. - 14/19, RIC - Durg 01, Tahsil and Dist. - Durg, C.G. in |+ jnterest Shri Rakesh Pandey. Address-1: House|Indraprasth Phase Il Yojna, Raipura, PH No. 104, on 31.03.2025 + intt. thereon| Rs. 1.17 Lakh
6232020410 the name of Mrs. Shashikala Mehta W/o Mr. Sashikant Kumar no. 2, New Government Flat, Pension|Khasra no. 291, Area 513.79 Sq. ft. Tahasil/ Dist, 3) Symbolic as on 02.09.25
Mehta, Bounded: On the North by:Plot No.1 (Seller’s Rest land)|* Other charges bada, Raipur, C.G., 492001. Address-2:|Raipur, C.G., recorded in the name of Smt. Pooja
On the South by: Plot No. 11 (Dharmawat's rest of land),On the| 23 12 2025 Flat no. 819, Block-C, Raipura, Raipur, Pandey W/o Shri Vikrant pandey
East by : Land of Madhurambha and other, On the West by : Symbolic P . C.G..492001. Branch Office: Rajendra Nagar (917200), Contact: Shri Chittaranjan Meher, 7894797451
25 Ft. Road. ymbolic Fossession 5 [ Borrower: Mr. Gurnam Singh , Co-|Residential house bearing Plot no. EWS-584,/1)17.06.2025 Rs. 11.51 Lakh
The Borrowers / Guarantors / Mortgagors in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the above mentioned property and any Borrower: Mrs. Sukhvinder Kaur. Both|Khasra no. 238/1, 428/1, 579/2, 482/4, 475, 481,] 2) Rs. 4,89,150.79/- as S. 11. a
dealings with the property/ies will be subject to the charge of Bank of Baroda for above mentioned amount interest and other charges thereon. Add.: Ews-583 Veer Sawarkar Nagar,(482/7 ﬁPart) situated at Veer Sawarkar nagar EWS| on 31,05.2025 + intt. thereon| Rs. 1.15 Lakh
The Borrower's attention is invited to provision of sub-section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. Hirapur, Tatibandh, Near Ram Janki SLICEH; l, NMUUH: Eeerapllilrl dR HH No. 1031. Veer 3) Symbolic as on 02.09.25
‘ . Bhilai . i Mandir, Raipur, Chhattisgarh- 492099, |oawarkar Nagarward no. 1, Under Reerapur fousing
Dals:27.12.2025, Place: Bhilal, Chhaltiagarh ABIOHeE Ol i of Bamits Branch Office: Pandrl(152520), Contact: [BOard Yoina, under MP Hoising Board Raipur, RNM-
5 Shri Vijay Gond, 9340023046 Raipur-1, Tahasil/ Dist: Raipur (C.G) having area 36.00 Sq. mt. or 387.36 Sq. ft. in the name of Mr.
SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE Suth as ce"al R'Iay Gurnam Singh. Bounded: North by- EWS: 585, South by- EWS- 583, East by- 4 meter wide road and West by- EWS-620.
Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd., BP-4, Technopolis Building, 4th Floor, Sector onstruction Urganisation 6 | Borrowers: Late Shri J. Appa Rao, Smt.|Residential House situated at Plot No. 23, KH. No 1) 30.09.2024
0’6’0' Bank B o e T e nkcon E-TENDER NOTICE J. Sujata (Legal heir of J. Appa Rao) W/0[241/33, PH. No. 29/42, Appox. 200 meter from| 2) Rs. 9,85,430.00/- s Rs. 4.00 Lakh
The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of TENDER NOTICE NO: CAQ/C/BSP Late Sh. J. Appa Rao, H.No. 3C/Street 36, gmgr%%'MmAalg m.l?ﬁl_l- ‘_‘i"'é[a[)g_e uu%amm'f; grea— 1500f on 30.09.2024 + intt. thereon Rs. 0.40 Lakh
Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the 125-26/19 Dated: 19-12-2025 (Open S_ECtOfT, Khursipar, Zone 2, Bh{[a]- TET:ISIi & q.it. nda, lens istt.- Durg,(C.G) 3) Symbolic as on 23.12.24
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay Tender) (Single Packet System) Distt.- Durg, CG. Branch Office: Risali,
the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice. Name of Work: "The work of Bhilai (053610), Contact: Shri Rajendra Pal, 8817988176
Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the Renovation of Badminton Court and 7 | Borrowers: Shri Saranjit Singh Bhatia |Residential House no. E-3 situated at Khasra no. 1) 08.08.2023
undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property described below, by exercising powers Squash Court at Old Rail Club of S/o Shri Satpal Singh Bhatia. Smt. Kuljit|394/63, 399/1, 399/4, 400/4, Area 1318.96 Sq. ft 2) Rs. 6,94,199.84/- as Rs. 43.20 Lakh
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below- q _ ’ Ak I K Bhatia W/o Shri Sat |é' h 'Bh tia. |PH ND‘ 24 Raurinbﬁata Rliddhi Siddhi Coldn : Sy S S
mentioned dates. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with S.E.C. Railway, Bilaspur. aur dhatla W/o ol odipal Singn shada. Rainandgaon. C.G.. recorded in th ¢ STTHI on 30.04.2023 + intt. thereon| Rs. 4.32 Lakh
the property. Any dealings with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited. Tender Value: Rs. 23,38,590.00 3oatpdA?'|d(i- rﬁougﬁgghlls-%?dzg?s?}g?ng% KS{!E?K%?J?Ehaﬁa ng%?':‘n %atmal SFn nﬁ?ﬁaﬁa | 3) Symbolic as on 11.09.24
Sr. Name of the De t f Property/ Date of Demand| Name EMD:Rs. 46,800.00 Cost of Tender 4 o i e e
Bl palometie Eéﬁﬁe‘g?éymb%ﬁcdy Noitr:ce,re %Enr?unt of Document : NIL Completion period Rajnandgaon, C,G,,_ 491441. Branch Dﬂlc_e. Ralnanqgaon (049200), Contact: Shri Manji Singh, 9993031452
Account Number Possession Notice (Rs) _|Branch of Work: 02(Two) Months, from the | |8 | Borrowers: 1. Shri Santosh Kumar Soni Residential Plot and House on diverted land at Khata| 1) 15,04.2023 Rs. 13.82 Lakh
1.|Rahul Lakhe/ Vikas | Property 1) Plot No 172, Nazul Sheet No. 45a, Mouza | August 26, 2025| Durg date of acceptance letter. Date & Time gﬁ’ Ssr";' Bgsatnt E;fg' &.zéstmh'hgg’"ﬁs“"' gﬂ LEG5'1K0%?,§F8"’1 #gﬁ;ifgfd piiﬁ?c?ﬁ?i Sgrccsg- f\}\}ita‘n 2) Rs. 12,30,039.50/- as $. 19.0c La
Lakhe/ Kiran Lakhe/ | Motipara Durg, Property 2 ) Plot No 2/2, Sheet No. 30c, Rs. of Tender Closing: Up to 15:00 Hours 0 ohri santosh soni. Bo o e Hidobb fed on 500 Sa_ft p d floor At 00 31.03.2023 + int. thereon Rs. 1.38 Lakh
66, Ward No. 30 Tamir | Mouza Ranichari Bazar, Durg, Chhattisgarh (Admeasuring | 47,53,621.30/- on 16/01/2026. Date & Time of No. 7/225, Sukrawari bazar, Near|house constructed on g. ft. on second floor 3) Symbolic as on 19.07.24
Para Chhattisgarh An Area of Property No 1) Masuring 172 Sq. Mtr. Property Tender Opening: 15:30 H Shashikala School, Gudhiyari Raipur|Bhanpuri, Rameshwar Nagar (Banjari Mata Ward)
Durg- 491001/ No 2) Measuring 287 Sq. Mtr. Where Shop Measuring oncar. Lpening: 19:30. s on 492011, Branch Office: Budhapara,|No.5 inthe Name of Shri Santosh Kumar Soni /o Shri Basant Kumar Soni.
LBDRGOD002937216/| 238 Sq.ft. And 1 St Floor Measuring 952 Sq. Ft North: 16/01/2028. £ : '
LBDRGO0003749257 hl.lkl Tulc;l:]: Anc: Eomrprgntﬁoud; gﬁuse ?fDGuF;tcll ESOL;th: For furthar detalls: related 1o tender Raipur (092620). Contact : Shri Virendra Singh, 9770063202
ouse of Jagat Ram Thethwar/ Shop of Denilal East: PR % ; 5 5 .
HolieE of P|§: OF ok Sinahy Moo oprhatlg WasE L ad document eligibilty criteria and the Date and Time of Inspection: 27.01.2026 From 11:00 AM to 03:00 PM & Date and Time of Earnest Money Deposit: 28.01.2026 Upto 02:00 PM
of Narayan Dau / Road/ Date of Symbolic 23/12/2025 complete details for the above wo_rk For any queries Contact , Sh. Dinanath Bage, CO-SAM Raipur, 9304614766
2.|Shadab Igbal/ Plot No 01 And 02, Ward No 3, Block No A, Mouza July 16.2025 | Bhiai | | - (please coniract office of the Chier| I NTES: Al Gavernment pending dues (property, water, electricily etc) elated to all above IPs from al related Govl. offices shall be borne by the purchaser.
N: h;’;‘?,‘,’fe';‘;ﬁ',‘,ﬂd’ 22.'1‘2;;,3"5"3 ";?GNT“hgu‘i.ruReTifs‘?{‘ﬂﬁhc.{s‘i';‘tﬁ&'_"{,“f{c'“' Be y B-|mm|S rapi'\rel 4956%8; DnD "Chief| |!mportant Note : 1. The auction sale will be “online through e-auction” portal https://baanknet.com, 2. The intending Bidders / Purchasers
G 0 | BRilal piriul el (Admeasuring An Area of Plot No 47.50,510.00/- flaspur Fin: or Uy. LNIet| lare requested to register on portal (https://baanknet.com) using their mobile number and email-id. Further, they are requested to upload
W cr;{l 009 Behind | 1: Total Land 50 Sq Mtr/ Total Cord e A 4E.39 Engineer (Con) /S.E.C.Railway /| |requisite KYC documents. Once the KYC documents are verified by e-auction service Brcvider (may take 2 working days), the intendin%
Gospal Church Farid |Sq Mtr Residential, Shop Measuring 24.9 Sq Mtr =268 Bilaspur-Pin-495004 or Dy. Chief Chief | | Bidders/ Purchasers has to transfer the EMD amount using online mode in his Global EMD Wallet by before the E-Auction Date 28/01/202
Na ';r Supela Bhilai. |59 Ft And Godown Measuring 19.70 Sq Mtr on The Engineer/ Con/l/ S.E.C.Railway and time 11.00 AM in the portal. The registration, verification of KYC documents and transfer of EMD in wallet must be completed well in
Dis%rict- me " |Ground Floor And Area Measuring 19.23 Sq Mtr = 207 IRai Pin-492009 Ch f Proiect advance, before auction date. TERMS AND CONDITIONS: The sale shall be subject to the Terms & Conditions prescribed in the Security
Chhattis url'?Bhilai- Sq Ft on The First Floor , Plot No 2: Total Land Area 90 aipur Fin- . WNiel Frojec Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002 and to the following further conditions: 1. The properties are being sold on “AS IS WHERE IS BASIS”
490023 Sq Mtr Residential Area Measuring 44.75 Sq Mtr = Manager/ West / Construction/ South | |and “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS” and “WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS” 2. The particulars of Secured Assets specified in the Schedule herein
LBBLI00005461807 |4B1.6 Sq Ft, Godown Measuring 17.32 Sq Mtr= 186.40 East Central Railway. Nagpur - above have been stated to the best of the information of the Authorised Officer, but the Authorised Officer shall not be answerable for any
Sq.ft. on The Ground Floor, Measuring 29.55 Sq Mtr= Pin:440001 or refer on our website | |error. misstatement or omission in this proclamation. 3. The Sale will be donelay the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the
318 Sq Ft on The First Floor North: Colony Road/ wWww.ireps.aov.in Website https://baanknet.com on E-Auction Date 28/01/2026 at 11.00 AM. For detailed term and conditions of the sale, please refer
Collony Roungc;uth: Colony F!ou?.uf Colon: Rl‘oud Eua-?t: -Hreg .gDy.Chief EngineeriCon https://baanknet.com & www.pnbindia.in
Colony Road/ Plot No. 1 West: Plot No 2/ Plot No . T therefore T 1
Date of Symbolic 23/12/2025 coriuawses  SEC.RIy. Bitaspur| ||Biedes ey creuts o et i Roto s e et T YOS by oML ancl R Wil taks i Sme of 2 coys Rl roy tothe
The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) is/are hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount, +F | south East Central Raitway | 3 Date: 27.12.2025, Place: Raipur Authorized Officer, Punjab National Bank, Secured Creditor
else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days from the date of publishing this Notice, as per the
provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002. ) . ) JANA SMALL FINANCE BANK | Registered Office: The Fairway, Ground & First Floor, Survey No.10/1, 11/2 & 12/2B, Off Domlur, Koramangla Inner Ring Road, Next to EGL Business Park,
Date: December 26, 2025 Sincerely Authorised Officer A Scheculed Commercialsank) | Challaghatta, Bangalore-560071. Branch Office: Malay Heights 1st Floor, Above IDBI Bank, In Front of RBI, Mahadevghat Road, Sundar Nagar, Raipur (C.G.)-492001.
\ Place: Durg & Bhilai For ICICI Bank Ltd. _/ E.AUCTION NOTICE
/‘_’fClCl H. Fi Corporate Office: ICICI Home Finance Company Limited ICICI HFC Tower, ") PUBLIC NOTICE FOR SALE THROUGH E-AUCTION UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF
e amaric:e | Andheri- Kurla Road, Andheri (East), Mumbai- 400059, India SECURITY INTEREST ACT (SARFAESI ACT) 2002, READ WITH PROVISO RULE 8(6) & 9 OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES 2002
Branch Office: Sky Park, Ground Floor, Unit No.1, Near Canal Road Raipur- 492001 . ( ) 2002, (6) ( ) s
Branch Office: Crescent Plaza, Unit-H4, 2nd Floor, Near Swaroop, Talkies, Station Road, Durg, Chhattisgarh- 491001 The undersigned as authorised officer of Jana Small Finance Bank Limited has taken possession of the following property in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(4) of the SARFAES| ACT.
Branch Office: 96, Janpath, 2nd Floor, Kharavela Nagar, Bhubneswar-751001 The Borrower in particular and public at large are informed that online auction (e-auction) of the mortgage property in the below mentioned account for realisation of dues of the Bank will be held on
, _ [See proviso to rule 8(6)] Notice for sale of immovable assets ) o "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" and "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" on the dale as prescribed as here under.
E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Name of Original Date of Date & Time of Eamast Mon Date and
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest Sr. | Loan Account Bor e?f 132 Date of Present Outstanding | ion of Reserve Price in D it EMI;Y Time of Last Date, Time & Place for
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002. No. Number Co Borrowre(:rGuara ior Notice Possession balance as on tr;!spa:.tlon INR ep?:IIN[R ) E .:\u el Submission of Bid
Motice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the x e property i
below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Possession of which has 1 o Rs.19,59,325.00 4 Rs.2 09.904.75 16.01.2026 before 05.00 PM
been taken by the Authorized Officer of ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd., will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is g Mr:ia[:amng:y&ngh (Rupees Nineteen 10.01.2026 F:uig'::’f—'w;n? {Ru;.eés -i-wo Lakh 17.01.2026 Jana Small Finance Bank
whatis", and “Whatever there is”, as per the brief particulars given hereunder; 2) Mr. Nikhil STIngh Lakh Fifty Nine 09.00 AM Lakh Ninety Nine | Nine Thousand Nine @ Limited, Malay Heights, 1st Floor,
Sr.| Name of Borrower(s)/ Details of the Amount | Reserve | Dateand | Date & (One Day SARFAES]] 45089430001276 Markandey, 06.06.2025 | 19.08.2025 Thousand Threg to Thousand Fourty | Hundred Four and 11.00 AM Above IDBI Bank, In front of RBI
Mo, Co Borrowers/ Secured asset(s) Outsta- | _Price | Time of | Time of | Before | Stage 3) Mrs Lankeshwa‘!r Singh Hundred Twenty Five S dFi Seventy Five Pai to o 4
Guuruntqrs{ with known nding Earnest Property | Auction | Auction d g Oﬂly} 05.30 PM eveln and Fifty eventy Five Faise 02.00 PM Mahade\rghat Road, Sundar
anlfrs uclcgﬁ:'lrts'No encu?;igirnuynces. th-zopl?:gt Inspection Date Warkandey as of 12.12.2025 Paise Only) Only) ; Nagar, Raipur (C.G.)-492001.
(A) (B) [(&] D) (E) (F) G) (H) (] Pro Description/ Schedule: All that piece and parcel of residential land bearing Khasra No.106 (Part), total admeasuring area of 1979.84 Sq.ft., (184 Sq.mtrs.), out of total Plot area of 14.740 Hectare.,
1. IManish Kumar Flat No Gf 14 Block-2, Rs. Rs. January | January | January | Symbolic together with construction thereon, situated at Jay Ambe Ward, Nagar Panchayat Ward No.12, Mouzal Gram Ahiwara, PH. No.05, R.N.M. Ahiwara, Tehsil Ahiwara & District Durg (C.G.). Bounded by: East by: House
Shrivas (Borrower)  |Kanchan Vihar, I/f of 9,75, 15%3? 21,2026 |28, 2026 |27, 2026 | Possession| of Kanhaiya, West by: House of Lilar, North by: Road and South by: Byara of Pawan.
Gunja Shrivas (Co-  |Aashirwad Girls SA0.00/ - {11:00 AM[02:00 PM) Before 2 = Rs.68,54,530.36 Rs.36,76,225.50 | Rs.3,67,622.55
Borereeen Lon o jbeotel Word o7, BP0t PR |oscet ewefonsaion ™0 45089430000375( 1) Mr. Devi Singh, (Rupees Sy Eight | 10.01.2026 | (Rupees Thiny | (Rupees Three Lakn | 17:01:2026 | 16012026 hefore 05.00 P
shwaricharan 19, 2025 1,13, |03:00 PM|03:00 PM 45089430000490 Slo. Kamal Slngh Lakh Fifty F Six Lakh S Si [ @ Jana Small Finance Bank
Shukla Ward, Ph No 850/- : ! AT PAIEY FOUE 09.00AM | Six Lakh Sevenly iy Sevel) Limited, Malay Heights, 1st Floor,
104, Rnm Raipur 45089430000846 | 2) Mrs. Prem, Wio. Kamal | 07.12.2024 | 13.03.2025 | Thousand Five Hundred Six Thousand Two|  Thousand Six 11.00 AM Ab I‘DBI Bank. In * t fRBII
Maida o st B & Singh, 3) Mrs. Maltee, Wio. Thrity and Thirty Six to Hundred Twenty |Hundred Twenty Two to ove TN T SLOTEONIEN
Pt of KN 4508941000903 Devi Singh Paise Only) 0530PM | Fiveand Fifty | and Fifty Five Paise | gpoopy | MahadevghatRoad, Sundar
310 Raipur- 492001 as of 06.12.2025 Paise Only) Only) ) Nagar, Raipur (C.G.)-492001.
2. |Pradeep Kumar Khasra No. 541/3 Rs. Rs. January | January | January | Symbolic scription/ Sc le: All that piece and parcel of land bearing Abadi Khasra No.927 (Part), total admeasuring area of 1100 Sq.ft., (101.2 Sq.mtrs.), together with construction thereon, situated at Mouza
(Borrowen) Aniita (Co- [Mouja Khedamara, 10,76, | 11,97, | 21,2026 |28, 202627, 2026 | Possession Arunda, P.H. No.18, Ward No.11, R.N.M. Arjunda, within the limits of Nagar Panchayat Arjunda, Tehsil Gunderdehi & District Balod (C.G.). Bounded by: East by: House of Chandrasheknar, West by: House of Punau
Borrower) Lan No.  |PH No. 11, Ehsil And | 985.00/- | 800/~ |11:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before Ram, North by: House of Mahesh Gupta and South by: C.C. Road/ Gali.
LHDRGO00001550389 |Durg, C.G. Ganj Na December| Rs. To To 05:00 PM 3 1) Mr. Chandan Singh
Durg Chhattisgarh- 19, 2025 %8163 03:00 PM|[03:00 PM Yadav, Slo. Manharan Lal, R3.35.75,CI|99.5IU — R5.34.42,5Dlll.llﬂ Rs.3,44,250.00 17.01.2026 16.01.2026 beflore 05.00 PM
491001 - 2) Mr. Manharan Lal, Slo. (Rupees Thirty Five O (Rupees Thirty (Rupees Three Lakh @ Jana Small Finance Bank
3. | Dhiraj Dubey Part of Khasra No Rs. Rs. January | January | January | Symbolic 4519430000058 Khorbahara Ram Yadav, 13.01.2025 | 09.04.2025 Lakh Seventy Five 09.00 AM Four Lakh Fourty FourtyFour 11.00 AM Limited, Malay Heights, 1st Floor,
(Borrower) Ramprasad |308, P H No 06, 9,79, 26,65, | 21, 2026 |28, 2026 |27, 2026 | Possession| 3) Mrs. Sukhvantin Yadav, o o Thousand Ninety Nine to Two Thousand y ’ Above IDBI Bank, In front of RBI,
Dubey, (Co-Borrower) |Village Gopalpur, 548.34/- | 260/- |11:00 AM|02:00 PM| Before W/o. Manharan Lal, and Eighty Paise Only) 05.30 PM Five Hundred Thousand Two to Mahadevghat Road, Sundar
Tara Bai Dubey (Co- |Rnm And Tehsil December| Rs. To To  |05:00 PM 4) Mrs. Rani Yadav, Wio. £ 12.12.2025 X ont Hundred Fifty Only) | 02.00 PM N Raiour (C.G X 492001
Borrower) Lan Mo. ‘I‘I.-u:||-|.l¢h(}rnhm-i).rﬁr 20, 2025 géﬁa?' 03:00 PM[03:00 PM Chandan Singh Yadav aso a ra n Y}l agar, BIPUI'( % I- .
EHDRGOOOMQGOBS Elé“:’jc; B;mfrtum' ) Property Description/ Schedule: Al that piece and parcel of land bearing part of Khasra No.162, total admeasuring area of 1100 Sq.ft., (102.2 Sg.mirs.), together with RCC construction thereon, situated at Mouza
LHDRG00001486040 B;er}uetc’:u P Nakta, PH. No.15, R.N.M. Mandirhasoud, Tehsil Arang & District Raipur (C.G.). Bounded by: East by: Gali, West by: House of Manharan Etc., North by: House of Pathak and South by: House of Jay Sahu.
Chhattisgarh- 491335 a 1) Mr. Yashwant Sahu, Rs.35,75,099.80 10012026 | RSA273,50000 [ peiorasong | 03.02.2026 | 02.02.2026 before 05.00 PM
. : , : : i A : (Rupees Thirty Five Lakh (Rupees Twelve @ Jana Small Finance Bank
The online auction will be conducted on website (URL Link- https://BidDeal.in) of our auction agency ValueTrust Slo. Panna Lal Sahu Seventy Fi 09.00 AM (Rupees One Lakh Eig P
» « A a2 o i - . y y Five Thousand 8 Lakh Seventy Limited, Malay Heights, 1st Floor,
Capital Services Private Limited. The Mortgagors/ notice are given a last chance to pay the total dues with further 31389610000243 2) Mrs. Ahilya Sah 28.06.2024 | 20.11.2025 Ninety Nine and Eighly Three Thousand Twenty Seven 11.00 AM Above IDBI Bank. In front of RBI
interesttill January 27, 2026 before 05:00 PM else these secured assets will be sold as per above schedule. ) Mrs. Ahilya Sahu, Paise Only) to Five Hundred Thousand Three to Mahadevghat I'!oad Sundar i
The Prospective Bidder(s) must submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) RTGS/ Demand Draft (DD) (Refer Wilo. Panna Lal Sahu as of 12.12.2025 05.30 PM Only) Hundred Fifty Only) | 02,00 PM |  Nagar, Raipur (C.G.)-482001.
(b:o;umn Eyat ICIZC; ;!g;n;:u:anc&%oompp; n;thgnted Br: ncg_{;;flce Addretssl mentt;on_ntzd‘on tgp of th? ;m.df u: or Property Description/ Schedule: All that piece and parcel of land bearing part of Khasra No.584/26, total admeasuring area of 600 Sq.ft., together with RCC construction thereon, situated at Mouza Godwara, PH. No.37, Yatiyatan
F:r‘;:;jgi’:j“;’e':ﬂs s cgn:ifi;‘; bl Cel H:;’;‘:;ﬁ;;ence' c:ﬂ:‘;}}’:“fm‘:i;" ds;r;:lc:g:riece(ﬁg;ss ‘;?;f“:‘;r::; Lal Ward No.04, R.N.M. Raipur-1, Tehsil & District Raipur (C.G.). Bounded by: East by: Land of Ashok Singh, West by: Land sold o Ahilya Sahu & Chandraprakash Sahu, North by: Road and South by: Land of Rao
on top of the article on or before January 27, 2026 before 05:00 PM. E",._,mest Money Deposit Demand Draft (DD) The properties are being held on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS" & "AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and the E-Auction will be conducted 'On Line', All payments relating to purchase of above said property o be made in favour of
should be from a Nationalized/Scheduled Bank in favor of *ICICI Home Finance Company Ltd. - Auction” payable JagaFSm;II F_Ilna;;ll:le Bank. The aucclllon ;'_wll be _co_nducted throqgh the Bank'_s a%;;;gved service prowd;! Mis. itICIost!ra at the web p\'(vnrlal hrtpsiﬂhankauchohlrs.ln &.ww:\réfor?cl?]surmnﬁl‘a;qrn{ For mtl)(re lnfprma!lon
atthe branch office address mentioned on top of the article. and For details, help, procedure and online training on e-auction, prospective bidders may contact Mis. 4 Closure; Contact Mr. Vikas Ketele, Contact Number: 8712637550. Email id: info@bankauctions.in [
For any further clarifications with regards to inspection, terms and conditions of the auction or submission of vikas@bankauctions.in. For further details on terms and conditions to take part in e-auction proceedings and any for any query relating to property please contact Jana Small Finance Bank officers Mr. Ranjan Naik
tenders. kindly contact ICICI Home Finance Compan Limi"ted on 9920807300, (Mob. No.6362951653) To the best of knowledge and information of the Authorised Officer, there are no encumbrances on the properties. However the intending bidders should make their own independent inquiries
The Authori v 4 Offi the rightta rel c‘; Y 11 the bids without furnishi furth regarding the encumbrances, tile of property put on prior to submitting their bid. No conditional bid will be accepted. This is also a notice to the above named Borrowers/ Guarantor's/ Mortgagors about e-auction
F % de: ,lozztc 'czrmsz'::.es efrt'ﬁ Tre‘f uny,oa‘; e, ,ffl ik 5’hf”m's NG CHTIFMEL Sosans. scheduled for the mortgaged properties. The Borrower/ Guarantor/ Mortgagor are hereby notified to pay the sum as mentioned above along with up to date interest and ancillary expenses before the date of auction,
g;te' SLiean;r;rS;?n 2;‘;"5 itians of the sole, please visit httpstfwww.iciciiic.com. failing which the property will be sold and balance dues if any will be recovered with interest and cost.

Authorized Officer, “ICICI Home Finance Company Limited”,
CIN Number:- U65922MH1999PLC120106 /

Date: 27.12.2025, Place: Raipur

\Place: Raipur, Durg, Bemetara Sd/- Authorized Officer, Jana Small Finance Bank Limited




10

o
P

—

Central @bmniﬂz

e <E

&
=&

CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Saturday, December 27, 2025

Comment

Established 1974 Volume 51 No. 84
OUOTE FROM THE QUOTABLE

“Where the mind is without fear and the head is
held high, knowledge is truly free.”

[ Rabindranath Tagore ]

| OUR VIEW |

Minority Safety Tests
Bangladesh’s Democratic
Commitments

ndia’s unusually firm public intervention on the

worsening situation in Bangladesh marks a moment

that cannot be dismissed as routine diplomatic
posturing. When New Delhi flags “unremitting hostil-
ity” against minorities, it is not merely responding to
isolated incidents but pointing to a deeper, systemic
failure that threatens Bangladesh’s social fabric and
democratic credibility. The concern articulated by the
Ministry of External Affairs is anchored in disturbing
facts. Documented cases of killings, arson and land-
grab targeting Hindus, Christians and Buddhists have
crossed alarming thresholds. These are not episodic
law-and-order lapses but sustained patterns of intimi-
dation that create fear among vulnerable communities.
To reduce them to media exaggeration or political
crossfire is to deny lived realities. Equally significant is
India’s rejection of attempts to redirect blame through
anti-India rhetoric. Internal security, public order
and minority protection are sovereign responsibilities
of the Bangladeshi state. Externalising these failures
neither protects minorities nor restores public confi-
dence. Instead, it deepens mistrust and fuels nation-
alist diversion at the cost of accountability. The recent
lynchings in Mymensingh and Rajbari have intensified
anxieties amid political uncertainty following the fall
of the Sheikh Hasina government. Political transition,
however, cannot become an excuse for lawlessness.
In times of flux, the test of governance lies precisely
in safeguarding those most at risk. India’s position on
political developments, including the return of Tarique
Rahman and the role of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party, remains measured. Support for free, fair and
inclusive elections reflects a consistent belief that
legitimacy flows from democratic consent, not street
power or majoritarian intimidation. New Delhi’s stance
is not adversarial but principled. Its emphasis on
historical ties, shared liberation memories and people-
to-people bonds underscores a desire for stability, not
discord. Yet friendship does not demand silence in the
face of injustice. By clearly stating that minority safety
is non-negotiable, India signals that democratic norms,
human dignity and equal citizenship must form the
foundation of Bangladesh’s future. Ultimately, Ban-
gladesh’s credibility—regionally and globally—will be
judged by how it protects its minorities.

| GUEST VIEW |

Unmatched
Sacrifice, Eternal
Message of Courage

he saga of sacrifice associated with the tenth Sikh

Guru and his family stands without parallel, not

just in India’s history but across the moral land-
scape of the world. It is a story that transcends time,
geography and faith, speaking directly to the conscience
of humanity. Few chapters in human history reflect
such steadfast commitment to righteousness in the face
of overwhelming personal loss. The martyrdom of the
Sahibzadas, Baba Zorawar Singh and Baba Fateh Singh,
remains one of the most stirring examples of courage.
Despite their tender age, they
faced unspeakable brutality
with unshakeable resolve.
Their refusal to abandon their
faith, even under the grav-
est threat, sends a powerful
message: that truth and justice
are worth every sacrifice.
Their bravery continues to
inspire generations to stand
firm against oppression and
injustice. These sacrifices were never acts of despair
but conscious choices rooted in the protection of
humanity and moral values. They remind society that
principles must never be compromised for comfort or
fear. Observing Veer Bal Diwas is therefore not merely
an act of remembrance; it is a reaffirmation of collective
responsibility. On this day, remembering all Sikh Gurus
and the sacrifices of their families is essential.

Devendra Fadnavis

Kerala Voters’ Local Message
To The Three Fronts

ocal body elections
Lbefore the general elec-

tion is a gamble and the
ruling Left Front (LDF) ven-
tured to take that in Kerala
and suffered an unexpected
defeat in the hands of Con-
gress led United Democratic
Front (UDF). The summary
of the results being Left lost,
Congress gained and BJP got
acceptability in Kerala.

This shock was unbear-
able for the LDF and Left
leadership is clueless and-
confused in their reaction to
the loss. While the leader of
LDFPinarayiVijayan and the
CPM maintained stoic silence
CPI is blaming CPM for the
defeat of LDF. The CPI holds
the handling ofSabarimala
gold theft case by the Chief
Minister as the prime reason
for the defeat. The accused
in the temple theft case was
an official handpicked by CM
PinarayiVijayan, the CPI points
out. The message of commu-
nists being thieves of God’s
property went into the Hindu
voter mind and that lead to
vote against the LDF feel state
CPI secretary BinoyViswam.
He sought views from the Ker-
ala public, an unusual from a
political party, asking the peo-

ple to write to the CPI either
by post or mail their views on
dismal performance of Left
parties. Coming from a com-
munist party which boasts of
working among the people
on daily basis, it is surprising,
that it failed to read the public
mood.

LDF is in serious trouble as
it was under attack on more
than one front. Current defeat
is the result of anti-incum-
bency coupled with the chang-
ing political dynamics of the
Kerala. The Congress led UDF
made the voter to believe that
Kerala CM PinarayiVijayan is
in tacit understanding with the
BJP leadership in Delhi, as his
own family is facing probe by
central agencies like CBI and
ED. Muslim voters believed
that despite PinarayiVijayan’s
Muslim appeasement policies
and actions. Christians, the
influential minority religious
group of Kerala, peeved at the
way the Muslim community is
pampered by the LDF by sup-
porting the Waqf claims on the
Christian church properties.

Christian families are now
convinced that their girls are
targets of Love Jihadi youth.
LDF leaders including the CM
PinarayiVijayan consistently

Dr Duggaraju
Srinivasa Rao

rejected the Love Jihad in Ker-
ala and argued that it was the
pure love between girl and
boy beyond religious barri-
ers. The Christian community
question of “if it a love then
why the Muslim girls are not
loving boys outside their own
community and there were no
reports of Muslim girls eloping
with Hindu or Christian boys?”
remained unanswered from
the Left. Muslims gone back
to Congress and some section
of Christians sided with BJP in
solidarity with Hindu families,
who are the main targeted vic-
tims of Love Jihad in Kerala.
The Hindu vote which used
to be divided on the caste lines,
benefitting both LDF and UDF,-
seems to have not happened
that way but they voted as Hin-
dus favouring NDA lead by BJP.
Though the NDA remained dis-
tant third, the BJP has made a
big statement by capturing the
Tiruvananthapuram Municipal
Corporation ending the CPM’s
45 year rule and that is more
hurtful for the Left. The LDF
and UDF have failed to live up
to their rhetoric of ‘No entry
for BJP into Kerala’. Earlier
elections saw tacit coopera-
tion between UDF and LDF
to defeat BJP candidates. This

time such a cooperation is
apparently not there as both
LDF and UDF seriously fought
the semi-final before the com-
ing final of assembly election
in 2026. In such a scenario the
task of BJP lead NDA became
quite easy to gain some seats.

LDF campaign was largely
defensive, instead of project-
ing its track record on devel-
opment including elimination
of ‘extreme poverty’ in the
state, the CPM focussed on
Congress’s association with the
Jamaat-e Islam affiliate Welfare
party of India and the allega-
tion of sexual misconduct of
Congress MLA Rahul to claim
ladies vote. BJP, UDF campaign
on temple gold theft issue over
shadowed Letft.

The results have lessons
to all the three fronts, as each
front gained in other front’s
strong holds and lost where
they expected to score well.
Obviously local issues domi-
nated in voting. The clear mes-
sage is that Kerala is no more
a bipolar political state, with
the BJP emerging as a force in
both urban and rural areas.
The front which reenergises in
the coming crucial four months
and runs the campaign will
gain in early 26 elections.

Air Pollution’s Silent Siege on Public Health

Air pollution has quietly overtaken infectious diseases as India’s gravest health threat, triggering a long-
term crisis that demands urgent medical and policy intervention. By Aparna Bose

Al POLLUTIORE

INDIA’S SILENT HEALTH CRISIS -,

ir pollution has
emerged as India’s
ost severe public

health challenge since Covid,
silently inflicting long-term
damage and threatening
to overwhelm an already
strained healthcare system
unless urgent action follows.

For doctors tracking respi-
ratory and cardiac trends
globally, the warning signs
are unmistakable. Air pol-
lution is no longer just an
environmental concern; it is
a slow-burning health emer-
gency. Medical experts cau-
tion that a vast reservoir of
undiagnosed airway disease
is steadily accumulating,
particularly in North India,
where prolonged exposure
to toxic air has already com-
promised lung health for mil-
lions.

YOURLETTERS
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Acute Respiratoi

CasesinDelhiin3Yearsl |V JIYF: ek

Clinicians emphasise that
what hospitals are currently
witnessing represents only
a fraction of the real prob-
lem. Behind rising outpa-
tient queues lies an invisible
epidemic of chronic respira-
tory illness that often goes
untreated until it becomes
severe. December alone saw
a 20-30 per cent surge in
respiratory cases in Delhi
hospitals, including first-time
patients and young adults—
an alarming shift that under-
lines how deeply pollution is
affecting newer generations.

While policy debates con-
tinue, doctors argue that the
science is no longer ambig-
uous. There is overwhelm-
ing global evidence linking
polluted air to respiratory,
cardiovascular, neurological
and systemic diseases. The

Self-reflection gives meaning to passing time

As another year nears its end, it is time to pause and reflect. Life moves relentlessly
forward, and these remaining days define the year’s true essence. Self-introspec-
tion about personal growth, achievements, losses, time wasted on social media, and
spiritual development is essential. Without conscious planning and discipline, days
slip away without purpose. The real celebration of the New Year lies not in festivity
but in recognising the value of each moment and regretting time squandered mean-
inglessly. Thoughtful scheduling can shape a more fulfilling and purposeful future.

steady rise in heart ailments
over the past decade, they
note, cannot be explained by
lifestyle factors alone. Toxic
emissions from road trans-
port and aviation have played
a far greater role than is often
acknowledged.

The government has rec-
ognised that the transport
sector accounts for a signifi-
cant share of urban pollution,
with Union minister Nitin
Gadkari recently admitting
that fossil fuel dependence
is a major contributor. Yet,
parliamentary  statements
maintaining the absence of
conclusive data linking air
quality indices directly to dis-
ease have frustrated health
professionals, who warn that
such caution risks dangerous
complacency.

Doctors stress that pollu-

Toxic EmiSsbh;
from Transport =
&Industry -

tion control, while essential,
is no longer sufficient on its
own. Years of sustained expo-
sure mean that prevention
must now be matched with
early detection and struc-
tured treatment. They point
to India’s success in tackling
tuberculosis through nation-
wide screening and treat-

ment programmes as proof

that large-scale public health
interventions are possible
when urgency is recognised.

Cardiologists add that
pollution-related damage
often progresses silently.
Fine particulate matter such
as PM2.5 is invisible, making
exposure difficult for individ-
uals to perceive or monitor.
Early symptoms—fatigue,
headaches, mild coughs or
recurrent infections—are
frequently dismissed, even

though they may signal the
onset of chronic disease.

Data from Parliament
show over two lakh acute
respiratory illness cases in
Delhi alone over three years,
with tens of thousands hos-
pitalised. Globally, PM2.5
pollution caused over 17
lakh deaths in India in 2022,
according to the The Lan-
cet Countdown. Studies by
the International Council on
Clean Transportation suggest
that strong transport-emis-
sion policies could save mil-
lions of lives worldwide.

The message from the
medical community is clear:
clean air must become a core
public health priority. Delays
will only deepen human suf-
fering and economic loss,
turning today’s warning into
tomorrow’s irreversible crisis.

Selective nationalism fuels dangerous communal hypocrisy

Nadim, Amroha

Communalising incidents abroad by branding entire communities as extremists,
while ignoring or justifying violence at home, exposes stark hypocrisy. Claims
of nationalism ring hollow when citizens are attacked for language, identity or
faith. Silence over killings within India, coupled with loud condemnation of for-
eign events, reflects selective outrage and dangerous bias. Such attitudes weaken
democracy and normalise intolerance. True nationalism must uphold justice, dig-
nity and human life equally, not selectively promote hatred disguised as patriotism.

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata
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HC reduces man’s death penalty
In minor’s rape, murder

The court said any sentence to be proportionate must be stable and balanced like a table.

Press Trust Of India

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab
and Haryana High Court
has commuted a man’s
death sentence for the
rape and murder of a five-
and-a-half-year-old girl to
rigorous imprisonment
for life, and acquitted his
mother, observing there
is no IPC section to pun-
ish her for “trying to pro-
tect her Raja beta”.
Sentencing the convict
to rigorous imprisonment
for life with 30 years of
jail without remission,
the court opined that
the murder was, appar-
ently, because of panic to
destroy the evidence of
rape and not a premedi-
tated act. It also increased
the fine amount to Rs
30 lakh. Pronouncing
the verdict, the bench of

Justices Anoop Chitkara
and Sukhvinder Kaur
also observed that fam-
ily members, especially
mothers, often have
such blind love for their
“precious” sons that, no
matter how imperfect or
villainous they might be,
they are still regarded as
‘Raja Betas’.

While acquitting the
mother of all charges
against her, the judges
pointed out that she pri-
oritised shielding her son
instead of informing the
police or seeking justice
for the victim. “This
social attitude, however
appalling, is not new; it
is deeply embedded in
the region’s patriarchal
mindset and culture,”
they said.

The high court, in its
December 23 verdict,

HIGHLIGHT

® A trial court in 2020
condemned Virender
alias Bholu to death
and sentenced his
mother Kamla Devi to
rigorous imprisonment
for conspiracy and
destruction of evidence
in the 2018 rape and
murder case.

egy and not to put all
the punitive eggs in
the ‘hanging’ basket
but hopefully to try the
humane mix,” it said.

“It appears that the
subsequent murder
was because of panic to
destroy evidence of rape
and not a premeditated
act. Therefore, the con-
vict’s life should not be
taken away by the judi-

cial process, and instead,
to save the children and
females, he can be inca-
pacitated by imposing a
suitable sentence that is
also proportionate to the
heinous and gruesome
crime of raping and kill-
ing a girl aged five-and-
a-half years, whom the
accused was well famil-
iar with,” the high court
stated.
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Sacrifices of Guru Gobind
Singh, Sahibzadas unparalleled
not only in the history of India
but that of the world.

Devendra Fadnavis
Maharashtra Chief Minister

produced in the court.

Briefs
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CASE
Court frames charges against two accused
of attacking Delhi CM

NEW DELHI: Setting the stage for trial, a
Delhi court on Friday formally framed
charges against two persons accused
of attacking Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta at a public event earlier this year.
Additional Sessions Judge Ekta Gauba
Mann said the proceedings of the case
will be in camera since the victim is
a public figure. The judge formally
framed charges against Sakriya Rajesh-
bhai Khimjibhai and Tahsin Raza Rafiul-
lah Shaikh, who pleaded not guilty to
the charges, after they were physically

Earlier on December 20, the court
had ordered the framing of charges
against the duo under various penal
provisions, including attempt to mur-
der, saying there was a prima facie case
against them. The judge said that prima
facie all ingredients for the offence
punishable under BNS Sections 61(2)
(criminal conspiracy), 221 (obstructing
public servant in discharge of public
functions), 132 (using criminal force on a
public servant while they are executing
their duty), 109(1) (attempt to murder)
are made out against both the accused.

observed that while
deterrence through
threat of death may still
be a promising strategy
in some frightful areas
of murderous crime, to
espouse a monolithic
theory of its deterrent
efficacy is unscientific.
“So we think it right
to shift the emphasis,
to accept composite
factors of penal strat-

| GLOBAL HERITAGE SITE |

‘Rs 500 crore allocated to develop Rakhigarhi’

Press Trust Of India

HANSI: Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
on Friday announced that
the Centre has allocated
Rs 500 crore in the Union
Budget for the develop-
ment of Rakhigarhi, aim-
ing to give the site global

recognition. Addressing
the second state-level
Rakhigarhi Mahotsav

here, Saini said that the
state government is mak-
ing continuous efforts to
position the Harappan-era
site on both the national
and international tour-
ism map. Additionally,
the government is work-
ing towards Rakhigarhi’s

also assured that the
demands raised by the

Rakhigarhi and Rakhi
Shahpur gram panchayats
would be forwarded to
the concerned depart-
ments for prompt action.
In a significant announce-
ment, the chief minister
revealed that both Rak-
higarhi and Rakhi Shah-
pur villages would receive
a grant of Rs 21 lakh each.

He also inaugurated the
Harappan Knowledge Cen-
tre. Saini emphasised that
Rakhigarhi is one of the
most important sites of the
Indus-Saraswati  civilisa-
tion, showcasing advanced
urban planning, sanita-
tion, and water manage-

PUBLIC NOTICE

_AFFI

| Dwarika Prasad Sahu (Adhar No.-

{In Relation of Immovable Residential

Apartment bearing Flat No. 401, on the Fourth Floor,
in Block-G, super Built-up Area 2085 Sq. FL
Comprised in Khasra No. 182/2, 182/2, 182/2-183,
18211, 182/8 & 182/2 Situated at Known as "Maruti|
Lifestyle Apartment” Mouja Kota, Mohoba Bazar,
Ramkrishna Paramhans Ward, Ward No. 02, P. H.
No. 107, RI.C. Raipur-1, Tahsil & District Raipur,
(CG)

This is inform to General Public that the
Original previous sale deed executed by Mis
Avinash Developers Pvt. Ltd. in favour of Smt.
Vianita Singhal W/o Shri Deepak Kumar Singhal vide
Volume No. 59180, Document 1. No. 367-G, Dated
14/05/2013 duly registered in the Office of Sub-
Registrar, Raipur (C.G.) have been lostMisplaced
by Smt. Vanita Singhal Wio Shri Deepak Kumar,
Singhal Written intimation duly given in the Police
Station, Saraswati Nagar, District Raipur (C.G.) on
05/01/2022

Now, My Client Shri Deepak Kumar Singhal Sfo
Shri Nagarmal Singhal has applied for Loan if any
Person/Bank/ Corporation/Society/Institution/Govt
or No Govt. Authority etc., having an interest in the
said Property or any part thereof may make their
claim/ objections with documentary proof to the
undersigned office within 07 Days from the Date of|
Publication, without any reference fo such claim and
the same, if any shall be considered as waived & My|
client shall be enable to creale mortgage on said
property.

Please take Notice
Date 26-12-2025

3613 2372 7263) Flo Mo.-14864556H
Sep/MT Shesh Narayan Rfo Vill. Auri,
Post.- Jamgaon R. Th.-Patan, Dist.-Durg
(C.G.) 491223, Do hereby solemnly
affirm and declare as under-
1. That | am Permanent resident of
above said address.
2. That my correct and correct name in
Dwarika Prasad Sahu
3. Thatas per my aadhar card and other
documents my correct name in
Dwarika Prasad Sahu but in my Son
Part-Il Order my name in wrongly
mentioned as Dwarika Prasad
. That Dwarika Prasad Sahu and
Dwarika Prasad both name one and
the same person thatis me.
5. Thatlwill be solemnly responsible for
any illegal activity if any my name.
6. That above statement is true and
correct,
Verification
That the above sand statement of
mine are future and correct to the best,
knowledge and belief nothing has been

Place- Raipur

concealed therein. Verified at Durg on this
day. Vide Affidavit No. U758544 Date
16.12.2025 before Noraty Durg.

Ashutosh Mishra (Advocate)
F-3, Modern Complex, Near Lalganga City
Mart, Motibag Chowk, Raipur (C.G.) Mobile

Be it known to the public at large that a property
bearing Survey No.-1581/32, admeasuring-1250
Sq. Ft. situated at Professor's Colony, Village-
Raipur, P.H.No.-106-A, Mahamaya Mandir Ward
No.-62 (Old)'65{New), City, Tahsd and District-
Raipur (C.G.) is owned by my client Rupnarayan
Kose son of Kamlesh Kose resident of Sector-03,
Near Saraswati Kirana Store, Professor Colony,
Kushalour, Raipur (C.G.). There was a sale deed of
his predecessors executed by and b
Kamlesh Kumar Kose (Purchaser) and Sonia Bai
(Seller) which was got duly registered on
27.03.1997 in Book No.-A-1, in the office of SRO,
Raipur. The last page of said sale deed is missing ||
from his records kept in his said house and he has
already lodged an FIR in respect of same at
concerned Police Station (Purani Basti) on
01.11.2025.

Therefore, if any persen(s), society, office,
bank, department or other legal entity misuses said
original sale deed which causes any loss or losses
any way to any person (s}, institute, office, bank,
Jep (o or semi g ) or|
any other legal enfity, must contact or write to
undersigned and addressed within 07 (Seven) days
from the date of publication of this notice with their
objections, claims, right or interest in the aforesai
property with sufficient documentary proof thereof.
failing which my dlient shall be free to conveylassign
oiherwise in any manner, his said property, as per
his will. Any objection received thereafter shall not
be entertained and shall not be binding on my client.
Raipur(C.G.)

Date-26.12.2025

Manish Malhotra, Advocate
G-7, Sector-1, Avanti Vihar, Raipur (C.G.)

DAVIT | PUBLIC NOTICE | NAME CHANGE | NAME CHANGE.

It is Informed to the
general public that, | RADHA
MADHUKAR D/O
MR. GHANSYAM MADHUKAR
resident of H.N. 209/34, WARD
NO. 08, DHANORA PO.
HANODA Durg, District-Durg
(C.G.) have changed my old
name RADHA KUMARI D/O MR.
GHANSYAM MADHUKAR, so in
future | should be recognized by
my new name that is
RADHA MADHUKAR D/O
MR. GHANSYAM MADHUKAR
in all Government & other
Documents.

RADHA MADHUKAR

It is informed to the general
public that | Ravish Kumar
Singh s/o Chandra Bhan
Singh residence of house
number 113/k, Azad Market,
Krishna Talkies Road,
Behind Shubham Medical
Store, Risali Bhilai Tahsil
District Durg CG have
changed my old name ravish
Kumar sf/o chandra bhan
Singh so in future | should
be recognised my new name
that is Ravish Kumar Singh
slo Chandra Bhan Singh in
all government and other
document.

Address-H.N. 209/34,
WARD NO. 08, DHANORA
PO. HANODA Durg,

Deponents
Ravish Kumar Singh

ment practices of ancient
India. He expressed pride
in the fact that such a
major centre of ancient
civilisation is located in
Haryana.

Under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Saini said, India is
making significant prog-
ress while simultaneously
taking pride in its cultural
heritage.

inclusion in the UNESCO
World Heritage List. Saini

_AFFIDAVIT |

| Rukhamani Bai (Adhar No.-6767 5224
9725) Mlo No.-14864556H Sep/MT Shesh
Narayan, Rio Vill. Auri Post-Jamgaon R.
Th.-Patan, Dist-Durg (C.G.) 491223, Do
hereby solemnly affirm and declare as
under-

1. That | am Permanent resident of above
said address.

2. That my correct and correct name in
Rukhamani Bai and Date of Birth
01.01.1974

3. That as per my aadhar card and other
documents my correct name in
Rukhamani Bai and Date of Birth
01.01.1974 but in my Son Part-il Order
my name in wrongly mentioned as
Rukhmani Bai and Date of Birth
05.11.1974

4. That Rukhamani Bai and Date of Birth
01.01.1974 and Rukhmani Bai and
Date of Birth 05.11.1974, both name
and Date of Birth one and the same
person thatis me

5. That l-am illiterate and no education
certificates available

6. That will be solemnly responsible for
any illegal activity if any my name. That
above statement is true and correct

Verification

That the above sand statement of mine
are true and correct fo t nothing has been
concealed therein. rect to the best at my
knowledge and belief. Verified at Durg on
this day. Vide Affidavit No. U758543 Date
16.12.2025 before Noraty Durg.
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IT IS INFORMED TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC THAT I,
ROMA D/o SURAJ KUMAR
SAO RESIDENT OF PLOT
NO.-17 RAMLALITA
BASERA,G.E ROAD,
PADUM NAGAR CHARODA
BHILAI DURG,
CHHATTISGARH 490025
HAVE CHANGED MY OLD
NAME ROMA D/O SURAI
KUMAR SAO, SO IN
FUTURE 1 SHOULD BE
RECOGNIZED BY MY NEW
NAME THAT IS ROMA SAO
D/o SURAJ KUMAR SAO IN
ALL THE GOVERNMENT
AND OTHER DOCUMENTS.

ROMA SAO
PLOT NO.-17 RAMLALITA
BASERA,G.E ROAD,
PADUM NAGAR
CHARODA BHILAI DURG,
CHHATTISGARH 490025

IT IS INFORMED TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC THAT I,
ANJU DEVI W/o SURAIJ
KUMAR SAO RESIDENT OF
PLOT NO.-17 RAMLALITA
BASERA.G.E ROAD,
PADUM NAGAR CHARODA
BHILAI, DURG,
CHHATTISGARH 490025
HAVE CHANGED MY OLD
NAME ANJU DEVI W/O
SURAJ KUMAR SAO,SO IN
FUTURE 1 SHOULD BE
RECOGNIZED BY MY NEW
NAME THAT IS ANJU DEVI
SAO W/O SURAJ KUMAR
SAO IN ALL THE
GOVERNMENT AND
OTHER DOCUMENTS.

ANJU DEVI SAO
PLOT NO.-17 RAMLALITA
BASERA, G.E ROAD,
PADUM NAGAR
CHARODA BHILAILDURG,
CHHATTISGARH 490025

(CIN:L

& SEiEaAED CompmCA Rars.

APPENDIX IV [SEE RULE 8(1)] POSSESS

(Loan Account No. L9001060128195870) to

undersigned has taken possession of the

general is hereby cautioned not to deal

(A Scheduled Commercial Bank) for an a
Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Four Only)
thereon until full payment.

Date :23-Dec-25
Place : Chhattisgarh

AU SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED

(A Scheduled Commercial Bank)

36911RJ1996PLCO11381)

Regd. Office: 19-A, Dhuleshwar Garden, Ajmer Road, Jaipur - 302001

ION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the AU Small Finance
Bank Limited (A Scheduled Commercial Bank) under the “Securitization and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest [Act, 2002 (54
of 2002)] and in exercise of Powers conferred under Section 13 (12) read with [rule 3] of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued demand notice dated 12-Jan-23 calling
upon the Borrower Chandra Kumar Sahu (Borrower), Ram Kumar Sahu (Co-Borrower),

repay the amount mentioned in the notices

being is Rs. 10,50,464/- (Rs. Ten Lac Fifty Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Four Only) a
within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.

The borrower/co-borrower/mortgagor/guarantor having failed to repay the amount,
notice is hereby given to the borrower/mortgagor and the public in general that the

property described herein below in exercise of

powers cenferred on himfher under Sub-section (4) of section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the
Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on thisthe 23rd day of December of the year 2025.
The borrower/co-borrower/mortgagor/guarantor in particular and the public in

with the property and any dealings with

the property will be subject to the charge of the AU Small Finance Bank Limited

mount of Rs. 10,50,464/- (Rs. Ten Lac Fifty
as on 10-Jan-23 and interest and expenses

“The borrower's attention is Invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13
of the Act read with rule 8 (6), in respect of time available, i.e. 30 days from this
intimation, to redeem the secured assets.”

Description of immovable properties

All That Part And Parcel Of ResidentialCommercial Property Land / Building / Structure
And Fixtures of Property Situated At House No. 3, Nazul Sheet No. 47-B Plot No. 48-
4 Nazul Mohalla Mungeli, MPL Colony Council Limit Subhash Nagar C| isgarh
Admeasuring 657 Sqft Owned by Ram Kumar Sahu having four Boundaries:
East: House Of Nemin Bai, West: House Of Rajkumar, North: Gali, South: House
Of Patel

-sd-
Authorised Officer
AU Small Finance Bank Limited

No.-94255-48998 Phone (0771) 2888998 (0) DEPONENT Mob. 9826628916 District-Durg (C.G.)
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINETENDING ENGINEER |Jliibukisfitehined Admin-12011(14)/6/2025-eoffice
PUBLIC WORK DEPARTMENT, BILASPUR CIRCLE e iR ca Government of India

BILASPUR, CHHATTISGARH
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Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
Department of Health and Family Welfare
(Drugs Section)

Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation invites application from
eligible candidates for filling up the post as mentioned below at Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation on deputation basis. The last date for receiving
the applications will be within 60 days from the date of publication of this
advertisement.

2. Forfurther details please visit CDSCO's website https:/icdsco.gov.in

Sl. [Name of the | Pay as per No. of | Office for which the
No.|Post 7th CPC Post |postsis filled up
1. |Head Clerk, Pay Level- 04 Central Standard
Non-Gazetted, |6 (Rs.35400 - 112400) Control Organisation
Non-Ministerial | of pay matrix of 7th Drugs
CPC
Director (Admn.)

CDSCO, HQ, Director General Health Services,
FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road, New Delhi - 110002

CBC 17194/11/0020/2526

punjab national bank

TiSNal SIgIcIal aith
POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

CO-SAM, Raipur (C.G.)

POSSESSION NOTICE
(for immovable property)

Whereas,

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of SAMMAAN CAPITAL LIMITED
(CIN:L65922DL2005PLC136029) (formerly known as INDIABULLS HOUSING
FINANCE LIMITED) under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers
conferred under Section 13 (12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Notice dated 18.12.2021 calling upon
the Borrower(s) CHETAN PRASAD PROPRIETOR CG ART GALLERY and JIYA
NOOR to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice being Rs. 47,47,277.57
(Rupees Forty Seven Lakhs Forty Seven Thousand Two Hundred
Seventy Seven and Paise Fifty Seven Only) against Loan Account Mo.
HHLDMT00445580 as on 30.11.2021 and interest thereon within 60 days from the
date of receipt of the said Notice.

The Borrower(s) having failed to repay the amount, Notice is hereby given to the
Borrower(s) and the public in general that the undersigned has taken Possession
of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him
under Sub-Section (4) of Section 13 of the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on 23.12.2025.

The Borrower(s) in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to
deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the
charge of SAMMAAN CAPITAL LIMITED (formerly known as INDIABULLS
HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED) for an amount of Rs. 47,47,277.57 (Rupees Forty
Seven Lakhs Forty Seven Thousand Two Hundred Seventy Seven and Paise
Fifty Seven Only)as on 30.11.2021 and interest thereon.

The Borrowers' attention is invited to provisions of Sub-Section (8) of Section 13 of
the Actin respect of time available, to redeem the Secured Assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

HOUSE NO. HIG IIf 562, ADMEASURING 185.74 SQUARE METERS, PART OF
KHASRA NO. 589, 597, P.H.N 71/16, SITUATED IN NEW RAIPUR TOWNSHIP,
SECTOR 29, RAIPUR-492001, CHHATTISGARH, AND WHICH IS BOUNDED AS
FOLLOWS:

EAST :HIG /569 WEST :10 METER WIDE ROAD
NORTH : HIG 11/563 SOUTH : HIG /561

Sd/-
Date :23.12.2025 Authorised Officer

Place : RAIPUR SAMMAAN CAPITAL LIMITED
(FORMERLY KNOWN AS INDIABULLS HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED)

toredeemthe secured assets.

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Punjab National Bank under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of Powers conferred under Sub-Section (12) of Section 13
read with rule 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement ) Rule, 2002, issued Demand Notices as below mentioned calling upon the
Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s) to repay the amount mentioned in the notices and Interest thereon within 60 days from date of the receipt of the
said notice. The borrowers having failed to repay the amounts, notice is hereby given to the borrowers, guarantors and the public in general
that the undersigned has taken possession of the properties described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under sub
section (4) of section 13 of the Act read with rule 9 of the Security Interest (Enforcement ) Rules 2002 said rules on this the date mentioned
below. The borrowers & guarantors in particular and the Public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the properties and any
dealings with the properties will be subject to the charge of Punjab National Bank for amount mentioned below and interestthereon.

The borrower’s and,/ or guarantor’s attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available,

Date : 26.12.2025, Place: Jagalpur

Si | Name & Add. of the 1 of Demand| Outstandi Description Property
No.| Borrower & Branch Name m&m Amount i e
of Possession
1 Borrower- Smt. Vijay Laxmi (1)08.08.2023 | Rs. 2,63,000.00/- | Allthat part & parcel of land & building at Sheet no. 67, Plot
Ekka W/o Shri George Ekka. (2)20.12.2025 ason08.08.2023 | no. 7/1 situated at Shanti Nagar ward, Jagdalpur, Dist:
Branch:Jagdalpur (222500 + Intt. & Other Charges | Bastar, (C.G.) having total area of 2650 Sq. ft.

Authorised Officer,Punjab National Bank

Hoges d'ap 31T T3
FIET: GEHATIR, g7 (3T)
APPENDIX IV Rule-8(1) POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Central Bank of India

6

BRANCH - PADMANAEBHPUR, DIST. DURG (CG)

Whereas

interest and expenses there on.

available redeem the secured assets.

The undersigned being the authorized officer of the Central Bank of India, under the Securitization and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with
rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice as below mentioned date calling upon the
borrower/s to repay the amount mentioned in the notice with Interest and expenses thereon within 60 days from the date of receipt
of the said notice. The borrower having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general
that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her
under section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement ) rules on the date mentioned below. The
borrower, guarantor/s in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with
the property will be subject to the charge of the Central Bank of India for the due amount as mentioned below with subsequent

The borrower’s/guarantors attention is invited to provisions of sub-section 8 of section 13 of the act, in respect of time

S. Name of Borrower/ Description of the Demand Notice
N.| Guarantor & Address/Branch Immovable property Date/Amount
01| M/s. Shree Mobile Sales And Services,| All the Part and parcel of diverted Residential Land and | 23/09,/2025

Prop. Mr. Suraj Kumar Verma, Shop| building situated atKh. No. 248/46, PH.No. 56, Azad Ward no-

No. 72/66, New Bus Stand, G. E. Road, | 37, Ganjpara, Durg, Tah. & Dist.- Durg (C.G), area247.50 sq. T

Tah. & Dist- Durg (C.G) & Mr. Suraj| ft. in the name of Smt. Rashmi Verma W/o Mr. Suraj Kumar | 16,18,769.00

Kumar Verma, $/o Jhumak Lal Verma,
Gl No-01, Ward No.-37, Ganjpara,
Deepapara,Durg, Tah & Distt.-Durg

Date : 26.12.2025, Place : Padmanabhpur (C.G.)

(C.G.) and Guarantor- Smt. Rashmi Verma, W/o Suraj Kumar Verma, Gl No-01, Ward No.-37,
Ganjpara, Deepapara, Durg, Tah & Distt.-Durg (C.G.) Branch: Padmanabhpur (C.G.)

Verma. Boundaries are as under: North: House of Ravel
Singh, South: House of Jheetu Sahu, East: Road, West: Plot of
Ravel Singh.

Plus interest
and other charges
Date of Possession
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AUTHORISED OFFICER, CENTRAL BANK OF INDIA
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THE YEAR OF GREAT OPTIMISM
& ECONOMIC RESILIENCE

India stood tall amidst the many chaos that plagued the country
which includes, Trumps giant tariffs

The year
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was marked by major milestones for India in the areas of space technology,

On July 30, 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump

announced that imports from India will attract 25% tariffs
from August 1, 2025, along with a penalty. However India
boosted its geopolitical alignments and started a smooth sail,
much to the dismay of the dollar club.

The most signifi-
cant cultural event
was the Maha
Kumbh Mela in
Prayagraj, held
from January 13 to
February 26, 2025.
The event, which
occurs with a
special astrological
alignment every
144 years, saw over
660 million (66
crore) people take
a holy dip in the
Triveni Sangam
and generated a
significant eco-
nomic impact.

India women’s cricket team
clinched their maiden ICC Wom-

ground testing con-
ducted throughout

the year. The crucial
first uncrewed test

flight (G1 mission),
featuring the half-hu-
manoid robot Vyommi-
tra to simulate human
responses, is slated for a
December 2025 launch,
paving the way for a
manned mission in early

the top of world chess
stood out as a moment
of pure brilliance. By
winning the FIDE
Women’s World
Cup, she etched her
name into Indian
chess history.
India’s sports

scene was high-
lighted by the
inaugural Kho-

2025 was en’s World Cup title. After coming
declared the close on multiple occasions
“Gaganyaan in the past, the team finally
Year” by the crossed the finish line,
ISRO Chairman, rewriting history.
with intensive Divya Deshmukh’s rise to

MAKE IN INDIA

The first fully “Make-in-India” 32-bit microprocessors
for space applications were developed and handed
over to ISRO. The country also saw The NASA-ISRO

Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) satellite, and
maintained its position as the world’s fastest-growing

major economy, with GDP growth of about 6.7 to 6.9

per cent projected for the fiscal year.

2027. India successfully Kho World
achieved autonomous space Cup in New
docking with its Space Docking Delhi, fea-
Experiment (SpaDeX) satellites turing 16
in January 2025, becoming the countries.

fourth nation to master the
technology.

GST turns into

The government
introduced sig-
nificant reforms,
including simplify-
ing the Goods and
Services Tax (GST)
regime to a three-
rate structure (5%,
18%, and 40% for
luxury goods),
implementing four
new labour codes,
and raising the
income tax exemp-
tion limit. The
year saw robust
infrastructure
spending, growth
in manufacturing
aided by Produc-
tion-Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) schemes,
and a booming
digital economy
with a surge in UPI
transactions.

ICC WOMEN'S CRICKET WORLD CUP 2025

A leap towards modernization In 2025, India will
see significant transport infrastructure upgrades.
The Jewar Airport in Greater Noida will open in
April, followed by the Navi Mumbai International
Airport in May, enhancing air travel.The country’s
longest expressway, connecting Delhi and Mum-
bai, will be completed, cutting travel time to 12
hours. Additionally, Space Aura will launch India’s
first commercial space tourism venture, offering
rides in a space balloon reaching 35 km, marking a
new era for space exploration in India.

On November 21, 2025, the Union Government
formally notified all four Labour Codes, ushering
in major reforms in labour laws. The Code on
Wages, 2019, Industrial Relations Code, 2020,
Code on Social Security, 2020 and the Occupa-
tional Safety, Health and Working Conditions
(OSHWC) Code, 2020 were passed by the parlia-
ment between 2019 and 2020 and are likely to be
fully operational from April 1, 2026.

100% FDI

insurance
INDIA

FDI in

The Lok Sabha, on December 16, 2025, passed a Bill
that proposes to increase Foreign Direct Investment

(FDI) in the insurance sector from 74% to 100%.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that allow-

ing 100% FDI would pave way for further capital

infusion, better technology, and that people would

have access to better insurance products. The FDI

limit for insurance companies was raised from 26%

to 49% in 2015 and from 49% to 74% in 2021.
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On November 14, 2025, the Union Government
notified large parts of the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, addressing the need
for a law to protect people’s data privacy. The
centre worked towards operationalising the DPDP
Act by through consultations and outlining draft
rules governing consent, data fiduciaries, penal-
ties, and compliance timelines. While the Act itself
had been passed in 2023, the year 2025 marked
the transition from legalisation to compliance as
business houses started preparing for actual com-
pliance, through data audits, consent frameworks,
and governance structures.

On July 15, 2025, American electric vehicle
company Tesla officially commenced business
operations in India by opening its first ‘experience
centre’ at Bandra-Kurla Complex (BKC), Mumbai.
The next month it opened its second experience
centre in Delhi’s Aerocity coupled with the city’s
first Tesla charging station.
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LIFE MATTERS

Internet cools
in 2025 with
Green lattes
and Kunafa

chocolate

In 2025, cool wasn’t worn or owned
it was styled, photographed, and
instantly recognisable.

In 2025, these objects formed the
Instagram grid of the year.

per it popped, posed, and

begged to be double-tapped.
Taste was no longer about cul-
tivating a rare palate or col-
lecting hard-to-find things. It
was visual, hyper-shareable,
and instantly recognisable.
If it photographed well, trav-
elled easily, and fit the grid,
it mattered. If it didn’t, it dis-
appeared. Enter the year’s
holy trinity: radioactive-green
matcha, pistachio-loaded
kunafa chocolate and unapol-
ogetically “ugly-cute” toys.
These weren’t just trends;

In 2025, “cool” didn’t whis-

badges of honour. Childish
yet knowing, they softened
high fashion’s seriousness and
proved that in 2025, taste had
a sense of humour. Being in on
the joke was the point.

they were cultural shortcuts. indulgence into spectacle. The Together, these objects built
A matcha latte in a clear glass thrill wasn’t only in the crunch  the visual grammar of the year.
wasn’t merely a drink it was a / or the pistachio filling, but in They signalled access, mobil-
lifestyle cue. Spotted beside = capturing that perfect break, ity, and algorithmic fluency

laptops, Pilate’s socks, and art
books, it signalled wellness, @ .
discipline, and a globally tuned o

that ooze, that moment wor- more than ownership or orig-
thy of a repost. Flavour took inality. Cool in 2025 wasn’t
a backseat to virality, and des- about standing apart it was

-in sensibility. Matcha didn’t N sert became content. about knowing exactly what
just fuel mornings; it framed Then there were the toys. to show, how to show it, and
identities. Food, too, became J Labubu monster charms, when to post. In a world ruled

performance art. Kunafa
chocolate bars cracked open (
for slow-motion reels turned

deliberately awkward and by the grid, taste became a per-
oddly adorable, swung from formance, and everyone knew
luxury handbags like ironic their angles.

Head down, .
painup: the | Ergonomic classrooms:

silent surge of . . . . .
tech neck Supporting kids’ bodies and brains
Tech Neck Syndrome ) . . — o
is a growing health con- : LR A D
cern linked to prolonged
screen use and poor
posture in everyday
life. Doctors say con-
stantly looking down at
phones, tablets, and lap-
tops strains the cervical
spine, leading to neck
pain, stiffness, head-
aches, and shoulder
discomfort. Over time,
forward head posture
increases pressure on
neck muscles and joints,
sometimes causing
reduced mobility and
chronic pain.

R Ergonomic furniture in
schools can play a crucial
role in children’s learning
and long-term health. With
increasing screen time and
heavy schoolbags, even
young students experi-
ence neck and back pain.
Ergonomics, the science of
designing spaces to fit the
human body, ensures com-
fort, reduces fatigue, and
supports proper posture.
Research shows classrooms
with well-designed furni-
ture, lighting, and layouts
improve attention, motiva-
tion, and engagement.

| LIFESTYLE |

Creale space that imbibes calmness and nature

Central Chronicle News 1. Embrace a calm, NS ot Fra—— :ﬁgegx?’nkmlzitizgf at Akshay
earthy palette

From calming Soft neutrals like beige, that reflect your person-

color palettes to off-white, mocha, and muted ality. Avoid overcrowding

personalized decor, these ~ grey form a serene backdrop walls; instead, let a few

five design tips bring that allows furniture, art, standout pieces create focal
and decor to shine. These points. Personal touches
warmth and style to any ;
tones create harmony, mak- instantly make a house feel
home. ing rooms feel timeless and like a home.
inviting. 4. Create cozy,
kshay Kumar and 2. Bring nature indoors functional corners
ATwinkIe Khanna’s Incorporate indoor Design small nooks for
Mumbai  sea-facing plants, wooden furniture, reading, relaxing, or work-

residence in Juhu is a mas- natural fabrics, and textures
terclass in effortless style like linen or cotton. Green-
and comfort. The couple’s ery adds vibrancy, while
home radiates calm, com- wood and organic materi-
bining art, natural textures, als introduce warmth and a
and thoughtful decor to grounded, earthy feel even in
create a space that is both  urban apartments.

ing a comfy chair by a win-
dow, a daybed, or a swing.
These spaces add warmth
and purpose, encouraging
quiet reflection or leisurely
downtime.

5. Focus on lighting

stylish and deeply lived-in. 3. Showcase art Soft, ambient lighting com-
Here’s how you can borrow and personal pieces bined with abundant natural
some of their design secrets Curate artworks, prints, light enhances the home’s
for your own home. sculptures, or photographs airy, inviting atmosphere.

(N ] [ ] o0 [ J

GadgetPick

TRENDING PERSONAL-TECH

HUAWEI MatePad 12 X Tablet

About:

The HUAWEI MatePad 12 X is a
slim, portable tablet for creativity,
productivity, and entertainment.
Its PaperMatte display and HUAWEI M-Pencil
support ensure comfortable, precise usage.

Key Features:

12-inch PaperMatte display with up to 1000 nits
brightness and reduced reflections, low blue light
and flicker-free technology for eye comfort, HUAWEI
M-Pencil (3rd gen) with NearLink for accurate, low-
latency writing and drawing, built-in HUAWEI Notes
and GoPaint apps with smart tools, multiple brushes,
custom canvases, 10,100 mAh battery with 66W
SuperCharge, lightweight design for reading, drawing,
light office work, and daily entertainment anywhere.

IKEA VASTMARKE =

Wireless Charger f’
About: -

The IKEA VASTMARKE is a

playful, compact wireless charger designed for
convenience and style. Its donut-shaped design
fits desks, nightstands, or bags, keeping your
space organized while delivering reliable power.
Key Features:

Compact donut form adds a bright accent while
saving space. Built-in cable storage keeps cords
tidy. Qi 2.0 wireless charging supports iPhone
8+ and Samsung Galaxy S6+. Magnetic alignment
ensures stable charging. Safety features protect
against short-circuit, overheating, and overload.
Silicone surface offers soft touch and secure grip
for easy, clutter-free charging.

Smart Watch

About:

The Tetris: My Play Watch brings

classic arcade fun to your wrist. This retro
gaming smart watch combines simple game play
with light fitness tracking, letting you enjoy
Tetris and basic health stats without distractions.
Key Features:

Built-in Tetris lets you play on a compact 1.91-inch
TFT touch screen. No WiFi, Bluetooth, or notifications
keeps focus on gaming and fitness. Track heart rate,
steps, and calories through a playful Tetris-themed
interface. Authentic Tetris sounds enhance alarms,
timers, and game play. Bright, colorful display
ensures clear visuals for both games and watch
faces, perfect for nostalgia and casual fitness.

Tetris: My Play Watch Gaming 6

Huawei FreecClip 2

About:
The Huawei FreeClip 2
offers open-ear comfort and -

clear audio for music, calls, 4 ’% Fg }
and podcasts. Lightweight | -
and secure, these earbuds *
are perfect for daily use,

workouts, and multitasking.

Key Features:

C-bridge design with skin-friendly silicone

and shape-memory alloy keeps each 5.1 g
earbud stable. Comfort Bean shape ensures

a snug fit. Dual-diaphragm 10.8 mm driver

with NPU processing delivers crisp sound.
Adaptive volume, 3-mic noise cancellation, and
reverse sound waves enhance calls. P57 water
resistance, 9-hour battery (38 with case), and
swipe, tap, and head motion controls make
listening effortless.

Xiaomi Robot P—
Vacuum S40 Pro

About: & I
The Xiaomi Robot Vacuum S40 %"" =
Pro offers efficient, whole- g .
home cleaning with strong

suction, precise edge coverage, and smart app
control. Ideal for busy households, it combines
convenience with thorough floor care.

Key Features:

15,000 Pa suction lifts dust, crumbs, and hair
from floors and carpets. Dual edge-cleaning
arms and rotary mopping pads tackle corners
and stains with minimal water marks. 5,200
mAh battery, 430 mL dustbin, and 310 mL
water tank clean up to 180 m? per charge. LDS
laser mapping, 129° obstacle sensing, carpet
lift, and app control ensure safe, room-by-room
navigation.

Strength Mirror AEKE K1 Al-Powered
Smart Home Gym

About: ""E_
The Strength Mirror AEKE K1 I ¥ §

brings Al-powered personal =

training, immersive workouts,

and professional results to your home. This
all-in-one gym delivers personalized coaching,
diverse exercises, and subscription-free access.
Key Features:

Real-time posture correction and 6D motion
tracking provide smart coaching. Personalized plans
adjust exercises with smart weight guidance and
five power modes. Train with 320+ movements,
200+ courses, and 100+ plans for strength, cardio,
yoga, HIIT, and rehab. 43 4K UHD touch screen and
2.1 Hi-Fi sound create cinematic workouts. Foldable
design occupies just 0.3 for easy storage.
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20 wickets tumble In
chaotic Ashes Boxing Day

A frenetic opening day at Melbourne delivered relentless drama as bowlers dominated,
records fell, and momentum swung wildly in the fourth Ashes Test.

Press Trust Of India

Record MCG crowd
wilnessed relentless
pace, seam movement
and dramatic batting
collapses from both
sides.

MELBOURNE: Day one of
the fourth Ashes Test
produced extraordinary
theatre as 20 wickets
fell in a single, breath-
less day, leaving Aus-
tralia narrowly ahead
despite being dismissed
for just 152. England’s
reply of 110 ensured the
hosts secured a 42-run
first-innings lead on a
pitch that offered pro-

v ”
nounced seam move-
ment and variable

bounce from the outset.
The action unfolded
before a world-record
crowd of 94,199 at the
iconic Melbourne Cricket
Ground, eclipsing the
attendance record set
during the 2015 World
Cup final. Australia fin-
ished the day at 4 with-
out loss in their second
innings, stretching their
overall lead to 46 after
surviving a tense final
over under fading light.
England seized early
control through a fiery
spell from Josh Tongue,
who claimed a career-
best 5 for 45. Bowling

with pace and accuracy,
Tongue exploited help-
ful conditions to remove

Australia’s top order,
reducing the hosts to 72
for 4 by lunch. Travis
Head and Jake Weath-
erald fell cheaply, while
Marnus Labuschagne
edged behind attempt-
ing to play away from
his body. Captain Steve
Smith endured a rare
lapse, losing his middle
stump while driving on

the up.
Veteran opener
Usman Khawaja

attempted to rebuild but
was caught behind for
29, triggering another
collapse. A late partner-

ship between Cameron
Green and Michael Neser
added 52 valuable runs,
but England struck back
swiftly. Tongue ended
the innings in style by
dismissing Neser and
Scott Boland in succes-
sive deliveries, briefly lift-
ing English spirits after
earlier defeats in the
series.
Australia responded
with equal intensity.
England were rocked
to 8 for 3 inside five
overs as Mitchell Starc
and Neser found sharp
movement. Zak Craw-
ley, Jacob Bethell and
Ben Duckett departed
quickly, and when Joe

Root edged behind for a
duck, England were star-
ing at another disastrous
collapse.

Harry Brook
counter-attacked bravely,
smashing 41 from 34 balls
to inject urgency and
hope. His partnership
with skipper Ben Stokes
threatened to change
the tone, but the resis-
tance was short-lived.
Scott Boland’s accuracy
proved decisive as he
dismissed Brook, Jamie
Smith and Will Jacks in
quick succession. Neser
then removed Stokes,
ending England’s innings
and restoring Australian
control.

ISL clubs

seek
roadmap
amid_
ongoing
uncertainty
NEW DELHI: Indian
Super League (ISL)
clubs have formally

sought clarity from the
All India Football Fed-
eration on the imme-
diate and long-term
structure of India’s
top domestic football
competition ahead of
a key meeting. The
request comes after
the 2025-26 ISL season
was put on hold follow-
ing disagreements over
renewal of the Mas-
ter Rights Agreement
between AIFF and for-
mer league organisers
FSDL, whose contract
expires in December
2025. The issue, which
even required Supreme
Court of India inter-
vention, has deepened
uncertainty after a
tender for ISL’s com-
mercial rights failed to
attract bidders.

Press Trust Of India

Australia’s Pat Cum-
mins prioritises full
recovery as he shifts
focus toward Febru-
ary’s T20 World Cup.

MELBOURNE: Pat Cum-
mins, Australia’s Test
and ODI captain, has
opted for a deliberate
spell on the sidelines
after being ruled out
of the final two Ashes
Tests, shifting his atten-
tion toward the T20
World Cup scheduled in
India and Sri Lanka next
February. The decision
follows his impressive
comeback in Adelaide,
where he collected
six wickets in a series-
clinching performance
after recovering from a
lower-back injury sus-

| CUMMINS EYES RECOVERY |

Cummins resets goals after
injury ahead T20 World Cup

tained during the West
Indies tour earlier this
year.

Cummins  admitted
that although he emerged
unscathed from the third
Test, pushing his body
into consecutive matches
remained a significant
risk. With the Ashes
already secured, team
management chose cau-

tion, allowing the 32-year-
old pacer ample time to
recuperate fully. “Feel-
ing good... got through
Adelaide unscathed,” he
told Channel 7 during the
Boxing Day Test, adding
that managing workload
remains vital ahead of the
global tournament.
Despite his optimism,
coach Andrew McDonald

FACTFILE

® Cummins rests
strategically after
Adelaide comeback,
targeting peak fitness
for major tournament.

eNathan Lyon faces
extended recovery
period following
surgery on serious
hamstring injury.

had indicated earlier that
Cummins’ participation
in the T20 World Cup
wasn’t assured, though
the skipper now appears
confident about return-
ing in peak condition.
Australia will open their
campaign on February
11 against Ireland in Col-
ombo, with Mitch Marsh
continuing as captain in
the shortest format.

| CHAMPION’S MINDSET |

In my book, definitely Gukesh is a youngster: Magnus Carlsen

Press Trust Of India

DOHA: Five-time world
champion Magnus
Carlsen made his inten-
tions unmistakably
clear ahead of the FIDE
World Rapid and Blitz
Championship, declar-
ing that neither father-
hood nor the surge of
young challengers has
dulled his competitive
edge. The Norwegian,

e

I'm here to win as
always; fatherhood
hasn’t changed my
hunger or mindset

at all.

Magnus Carlsen
Five-time world champion.

who remains the dom-
inant force in world
chess, said he has

arrived in Doha with the
same singular objective
— to win.

Sharing the stage with
India’s classical world
champion D. Gukesh,
Carlsen brushed aside
suggestions that age or
life changes have altered
his outlook. Reflecting
on Gukesh’s rapid rise,
including a notable win
over him earlier this
year, Carlsen candidly
remarked that he still
views the Indian as a
“youngster,” noting that

he was already a top-50
player when Gukesh was
born.

Carlsen acknowledged
that facing youngsters
brings unpredictability,
as their improvement
curve is steep and con-
stant. He added that
rapid and blitz events
often throw up surprise
contenders who chal-
lenge established hierar-
chies.

Michael Vaughan

Former England captain

A Test pitch must reward skill
on both sides; when batters
have little chance, the contest
tilts unfairly and diminishes the

true spirit of cricket.

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

CHRISTMAS CHEER SHARED

Smriti and Jemimah spread
Christmas Cheer in Indian Camp

India’s

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
women’s cricket camp witnessed
a warm festive moment as Smriti
Mandhana and Jemimah Rodrigues
shared Christmas cheer during
preparations for the ongoing T20I
series against Sri Lanka Women.
Rodrigues delighted fans by posting
a photograph of herself and Mand-
hana wearing Santa hats and bright
red-and-green festive outfits, a

light-hearted break from the grind
of training. Despite the intensity of
a five-match series, which India cur-
rently leads 2-O, the Indian camp
found time to celebrate together-
ness and camaraderie. In another
picture shared online, Rodrigues is
seen being joyfully lifted by Mand-
hana and fast bowler Arundhati
Reddy, captioned simply, “Home
away from home.” PTI

FESTIVE CRICKET CHEER

‘Santa’ Sachin spreads Christmas cheer

as cricketers shar

MUMBAI:  Christmas celebrations
found a special sparkle as India’s
cricket stars shared warm, personal
moments with fans. Legendary batter
Sachin Tendulkar delighted followers
by posting a cheerful photograph with
his pet dogs, jokingly captioning that
to them he is always “Santa,” because

e festive moments

7

he arrives bearing treats. Former all-
rounder Yuvraj Singh shared a cosy
family picture, sending out heartfelt
wishes and spreading festive warmth.
Batter Shikhar Dhawan joined in by
posting a Christmas greeting along-
side his partner Sophie Shine, captur-
ing the season’s joy. PTI

DREAM DEAL REALISED

RCB recruit Mangesh Yadav reflects
after Rs 5.2crore IPL deal auction

BANGALORE: Uncapped all-rounder
Mangesh Yadav has described his
Rs 5.2 crore signing with Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru as a life-chang-
ing moment after the Indian Pre-
mier League 2026 auction in Abu
Dhabi. One of 35 uncapped Indians
picked, the Madhya Pradesh pacer
impressed scouts with his pace,

yorkers and lower-order hitting.
Yadav rose to prominence in the
Madhya Pradesh Premier League
and later delivered telling perfor-
mances in domestic T20 tourna-
ments. Likely to step in as cover for
Yash Dayal, he admitted he expected
just one bid and was overwhelmed
by intense franchise interest. PTI

ROOTS OVER REPUTATION

Why Luca Zidane chose Algeria over
France international football allegiance

PARIS: Luca Zidane, son of French
legend Zinedine Zidane, has
explained his decision to switch
international allegiance from France
to Algeria national football team,
citing family roots and emotional
connection. Though he represented
France at junior levels, Luca chose
Algeria at 27, a move fully backed

by his grandfather, whose heritage
strongly shaped the family’s iden-
tity. He said Algerian culture was
always present at home, making the
choice deeply personal rather than
professional. Luca has since become
Algeria’s first-choice goalkeeper
and featured in their Africa Cup of
Nations opener against Sudan. PTI
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Kohli. Pant anchor Delhi’s narrow win

Virat Kohli’s fluent fifty and Rishabh Pant’s measured leadership with the bat helped Delhi survive a tense
finish, as Gujarat’s late-order collapse handed Delhi a hard-fought seven-run victory in Bengaluru.

Press Trust Of India

Gujarat’s repeated
middle-order col-
lapses erased prom-
ising starts, turning a
manageable chase into
heartbreak.

BENGALURU: Delhi
posted a modest but
competitive 254 for

nine in their 50 overs,

built largely around
contrasting  half-cen-
turies from  Kohli

and Pant. Walking in
early after the fall of
Priyansh Arya, Kohli
looked assured from
the outset, timing the
ball sweetly and dic-
tating terms despite
regular wickets falling
around him. His 77 off
61 balls, studded with
crisp boundaries and
a six, underlined his
comfort in the format
before he was stumped
off left-arm spinner
Vishal Jayswal.

At 108 for four, Delhi
needed composure,
and Pant provided
exactly that. The skip-
per resisted his natu-
ral attacking instincts,
opting instead for risk-
free rotation and selec-
tive innovation. His 70
off 79 balls held the
innings together, par-
ticularly during a cru-
cial 73-run stand with
Harsh Tyagi, ensuring
Delhi crossed the 250-
mark.

Gujarat’s chase

Tamore Guides Mumbai Win

Mumbai overcame an early shock as Rohit Sharma
fell for a golden duck but still posted a command-
ing 331 for seven against Uttarakhand in a Vijay
Hazare Trophy Group C match in Jaipur. Har-
dik Tamore led the charge with an unbeaten 93,
well supported by Sarfaraz Khan and Musheer
Khan, who both struck fluent fifties. Musheer
also impressed with the ball, claiming two wick-
ets. Despite Yuvraj Choudhary’s valiant 96, Utta-
rakhand were restricted to 280 for nine, handing
Mumbai a comfortable 51-run win.

Maharashtra cruise past Sikkim

Maharashtra registered a dominant eight-
wicket victory over Sikkim in a one-sided
Group C contest. Sikkim were bowled out
for 150, with Rajvardhan Hangargekar and
Ramakrishna Ghosh sharing seven wickets.
In reply, Prithvi Shaw and Arshin Kulkarni set
the tone before Ruturaj Gaikwad finished the
chase swiftly.

Punjab flatten Chhattisgarh

Punjab cruised to a nine-wicket win over Chhattisgarh
after Harnoor Singh and Anmolpreet Singh smashed
unbeaten centuries. Chhattisgarh posted 253, but the mas-
sive 184-run opening stand ensured Punjab chased com-
fortably, sealing victory with plenty of overs to spare in a
clinical display.

Gaonkar’s brilliance seals Goa
Skipper Deepraj Gaonkar starred with both bat and
ball as Goa edged Himachal Pradesh by eight runs.
Gaonkar scored a crucial 71 and claimed five wick-
ets after Goa posted 285. Despite Pukhraj Mann’s
superb century, Himachal fell shortin a tense chase.

began steadily, with shifted momentum
solid partnerships decisively. Though
pushing them to 121 Saurav Chauhan’s

for one. However, a
sudden collapse—four
wickets for 23 runs—

hopes,
from Prince

brisk 49 briefly revived
timely strikes
Yadav
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Rinku, Juyal dominate Chandigarh

Uttar Pradesh crushed Chandigarh by 227 runs, pow-
ered by commanding centuries from Aryan Juyal
and Rinku Singh. UP piled up 367 before their bowl-
ers dismantled Chandigarh for 140. Rinku’s explosive
unbeaten hundred underlined his growing stature as
areliable finisher.

Limbani fifer crushes Bengal
Raj Limbani’s five-wicket haul dismantled Bengal as
Baroda secured a four-wicket victory. Bengal were
bowled out for 205, with Krunal Pandya supporting
Limbani effectively. Baroda’s chase was smooth, led by
half-centuries from Shashwat Rawat, Priyanshu Mol-
iya and Pandya.

Padikkal, Nair power Karnataka
Defending champions Karnataka recorded their sec-
ond straight win as Devdutt Padikkal and Karun Nair
struck brilliant centuries. After restricting Kerala to
284, the duo added 223 runs for the second wicket,
guiding Karnataka to an emphatic eight-wicket vic-
tory.

MP stay unbeaten leaders
Madhya Pradesh continued their winning run, defeat-
ing Tamil Nadu by two wickets in a close contest. Chas-
ing 281, Yash Dubey and Himanshu Mantri stitched a
vital 178-run stand. MP reached the target with four
balls remaining to top Group A.

Jharkhand bounce back

Jharkhand recovered from their opening loss by beat-
ing Rajasthan by 73 runs. Shikhar Mohan’s command-
ing 129 set up a total of 301, which Jharkhand defended
comfortably despite Karan Lamba’s lone resistance of
102 for Rajasthan.

Trlpura securce ﬁI'St Wwin
Tripura claimed their first victory with a convine-
ing seven-wicket win over Puducherry. After bowling
Puducherry out for 150, skipper Udiyan Bose and Vijay
Shankar guided Tripura home with ease, completing
the chase in just 32.3 overs.

and Simarjeet Singh
derailed the chase.

In a dramatic finish,
Gujarat fell short at
247, with Kohli fittingly

sealing the win with
a sharp catch, Delhi
celebrating a victory
carved out through dis-
cipline and nerve.

| WOMEN'’S T20 INTERNATIONAL |

Shafali sizzles as India pocket series

against SL with 8—wicket win

Press Trust Of India

India sealed the series
emphatically as Sha-
fali Verma’s brilliance
complemented a dom-
inant bowling display.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:

India produced another
commanding  all-round
performance to beat Sri
Lanka by eight wickets in
the third Women’s T20
International, taking an
unassailable 3-0 lead in
the five-match series on
Friday. The victory was
built on incisive bowling,
led by Renuka Singh Tha-
kur and Deepti Sharma,
before Shafali Verma’s
explosive batting finished

the job in style.

Opting to bowl first,
India struck early and
never loosened their grip.
Renuka marked her return
to T20I cricket with a sen-
sational four-wicket haul,
dismantling Sri Lanka’s
top order with pace and
movement. Deepti pro-
vided perfect support,

Nl i i -
claiming three wickets and
becoming the joint-high-
est wicket-taker in wom-
en’s T20Is with 151 scalps,
alongside Australia’s
Megan Schutt.

Sri Lanka showed brief
resistance through Hasini
Perera, Imesha Dulani and
Kavisha Dilhari, but part-
nerships never flourished.

Renuka’s double strike
in the powerplay pushed
the visitors on the back
foot, while Deepti’s con-
trol through the middle
overs ensured momentum
never shifted. Sri Lanka
eventually limped to 112
for seven, a total that
always looked inadequate.

Chasing the modest
target, India lost an early
wicket but Shafali Verma
ensured there were no late
nerves. The opener was
at her destructive best,
mixing clean hitting with
sharp running between
the wickets. Her unbeaten
79 off 42 balls completely
deflated the Sri Lankan
bowling attack and under-
lined her value at the top
of the order.

Press Trust Of India

Local hopes soared
as stunning upsets

reshaped the semi-
finals lineup at the

nationals.

VIJAYAWADA:  Produc-
ing major shocks, local
favourite Surya Charishma
Tamiri and experienced
Shruti Mundada knocked
out the top two seeds to
reach the women’s sin-
gles semifinals of the
Senior National Badmin-
ton Championships in
Vijayawada on Friday.
Surya dominated top seed
Unnati Hooda 21-12, 21-15
in a composed quarterfi-

| SENIOR BADMINTON NATIONALS |

Surya, Shruti send top two
seeds packing to reach semis

FASTFACTS

® Surya, Shruti

deliver straight-game
upsets, eliminating
women’s top two seeds
convincingly.

® Kiran George

nal display, while Shruti
dismissed second seed
and former champion
Anupama Upadhyaya
22-20, 21-12.

Surya will next face
Rakshita Sree, who ral-

Shruti Mundada in action

lied strongly after drop-
ping the first game to beat
Tanvi Sharma. In men’s
singles, top seed Kiran
George survived a stiff test
against Rounak Chauhan
and will face Rithvik San-

advances as top
women’s doubles
seeds suffer early exit
shock.

jeeviS. The other semifinal
pits Tharun Mannepalli
against unseeded Bharat
Raghav. Top women’s
doubles seeds Rutuparna
and Swetaparna Panda
exited early.

| PRADHAN MANTRI RASHTRIYA BAL PURASKAR |

Cricket prodigy Vaibhav Suryavanshi
conferred with Rashtriva Bal Puraskar

Press Trust Of India

NEW DELHI: The 14-year-
old batting prodigy Vai-
bhav Suryavanshi, who
has taken the cricket
world by storm with his
audacious  stroke-play,
and seven-year-old chess
prodigy Vaka Lakshmi
Pragnika were among
a host of children who
were on Friday conferred
with the prestigious Prad-
han Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar by President
Droupadi Murmu here.
Swimming sensation
Dhinidhi Desinghu was
also among the recipi-
ents of the award given
for exceptional achieve-
ments in the field of
sports, bravery, social
service and environment.

Just a few days back,
Suryavanshi slammed
190 runs off 84 deliveries,
studded with 16 fours and

15 sixes, for Bihar against
Arunachal Pradesh in a
Vijay Hazare Trophy Plate
group match in Ranchi.

With that effort, he
became the youngest
male cricketer to score a
century in List A cricket
at just 14 years and 272
days. He reached the
three-figure mark off just
36 balls.

Suryavanshi’s
unprecedented  batting
saw Bihar pile up 574 for
6, the highest total ever
recorded in List A cricket.

Earlier in the year,
Suryavanshi became the
youngest centurion in
men’s T20 cricket when
he smashed 101 off 38
balls for Rajasthan Roy-
als against Gujarat Titans
an IPL game in Jaipur.
His hundred, which
came off 35 deliveries,
was the second-fastest in
IPL history.

India big
threat

at 2026:
Hendrickx

NEW DELHI: Star Belgian
dragflicker Alexander Hen-
drickx believes India men’s
national field hockey team will
be a serious threat and genuine
podium contender at the 2026
FIH Men’s World Cup. Pointing
to India’s recent consistency,
including back-to-back Olym-
pic bronze medals, Hendrickx
said the team remains among
the world’s top five contend-
ers capable of challenging for
medals. While acknowledging
that Belgium are currently
navigating a transition phase,
the Tokyo Olympics top-scorer
expressed confidence that
the Red Lions would regain
momentum ahead of their
home World Cup. Hendrickx
added that India’s blend of
experience and form makes
them a side no opponent can
afford to underestimate.

| NEW LEADERSHIP CHAPTER |

Hardik named captain of HIL
Governing Council squad

Press Trust Of India

Indian midfield
mainstay Hardik

Singh takes leadership
responsibility ahead of
the upcoming Hockey
India League season.

NEW DELHI: Star mid-
fielder Hardik Singh has
been appointed cap-
tain of the HIL Govern-
ing Council team for
the men’s Hockey India
League 2026 season,
beginning in Chennai on
January 3. The Governing
Council side will open
its campaign against SG
Pipers on January 5 at
the Mayor Radhakrish-
nan Hockey Stadium.
Expressing gratitude,

Hardik said leadership
brings responsibility to
guide the team through
both successes and set-
backs. He highlighted the
squad’s healthy blend of
youth and experience,
including junior World
Cup performers and sea-
soned internationals,

which promises balance
and competitiveness.

The team features
stalwarts such as Lalit
Upadhyay, Sam Ward,
Surender Kumar and
Kane Russell, alongside
emerging talents like
Gurjot Singh and Man-
meet Singh.



16

CENTRAL CHRONICLE | Raipur, Saturday, December 27, 2025

World

Svdney Hobart Yacht Race kicks off on Boxing Day

In this photo provided by the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, competitors make a start in the Sydney Hobart yacht race in Sydney, Friday, Dec. 26, 2025. AP/PTI

Protesters block Dhaka
Junction for Hadi killing justice

Activists from Ingilab Moncho and July Moncho blocked Shahbagh intersection
after Friday prayers, halting traffic since 2:30 pm.

Press Trust Of India

DHAKA/NEW DELHI:

Bangladesh’s slain radi-
cal leader Sharif Osman
Hadi’s party activists on
Friday blocked one of
Dhaka’s busiest intersec-
tions, demanding justice
for his killing, disrupting
traffic in the capital for
several hours. After Friday
prayers, leaders and sup-
porters of Ingilab Moncho
and July Moncho, joined
by students and members
of the public, brought out

a protest procession from
the Dhaka University Cen-
tral Mosque and marched
towards Shahbagh, where
they staged a sit-in demon-
stration, The Daily Star
newspaper reported. Md
Moniruzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Shahbagh Police
Station, said the agitators
began blocking the inter-
section at around 2:30
pm local time and traffic
has remained suspended
since then. The protesters
blocked the main roads at
Shahbagh, bringing vehic-

HIGHLIGHT

® They renamed it
‘Shaheed Osman Hadi
Chattar’ and vowed to
stay until justice for
Hadi, shot Dec 12 and
died in Singapore.

eHadi, July Uprising
leader and anti-
India critic, was
parliamentary
candidate; group
demands Home and
Law Advisers resign.

ular movement in the
area to a complete halt.
Addressing the demonstra-
tors, Ingilab Moncho Mem-
ber Secretary Abdullah Al
Jaber said the group would
continue the blockade until
justice was ensured for
Hadi’s killing, adding that
protesters were prepared
to stay overnight at the site
if necessary. “From today,
we declare this Shahbagh
as ‘Shaheed Osman Hadi
Chattar’. Our movement
will not leave the streets
until justice is ensured for

| RUSSIA FRANCE |

Kremlin offers France

deal on

imprisoned scholar Vinatier

Press Trust Of India

Kremlin contacted
France with an offer
on Laurent Vinat-

ier, a French scholar
sentenced to 3 years
for not registering as
foreign agent while
gathering military info.

MOSCOwW: The Kremlin
on Thursday said it was in
contact with the French
authorities over the fate of
a French political scholar
serving a three-year sen-
tence in Russia and report-
edly facing new charges of
espionage.

Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told report-
ers that Russia has made
“an offer to the French”
regarding Laurent Vinat-
ier, arrested in Moscow
last year and convicted of
collecting military infor-
mation, and that “the ball

1

iy

French citizen Laurent Vinatier sits in a cage prior to a court session at the

Zamoskvoretsky District Court in Moscow, Russia. (AP Photo/, File)

FASTFACTS

® Peskov says ball is

in France’s court; Putin
promised to review case
after query.

©- France demands
immediate release, slams
sentence and Russia’s
foreign agent laws amid
Ukraine tensions.

is now in France’s court”.
He refused to provide
details, citing the sensitiv-
ity of the matter.

French President
Emmanuel Macron is fol-
lowing Vinatier’s situation
closely, his office said in
a statement. French For-
eign Ministry spokesper-
son Pascal Confavreux
said on Thursday that all
government services are
fully mobilised to provide

consular support to Vinat-
ier and push for his liber-
ation as soon as possible.

Peskov’s remarks come
after journalist Jérome
Garro of the French TF1
TV channel asked Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin dur-
ing his annual news con-
ference on December 19
whether Vinatier’s family
could hope for a presiden-
tial pardon or his release
in a prisoner exchange.
Putin said he knew “noth-
ing” about the case, but
promised to look into it.

Vinatier was arrested
in Moscow in June 2024.
Russian authorities
accused him of failing
to register as a “foreign
agent” while collecting
information about Rus-
sia’s “military and mili-
tary-technical activities”
that could be used to the
detriment of national
security.

| MYANMAR ELECTION |

Myanmar’s Ist election in 5 vears amid coup criticism

Press Trust Of India

BANGKOK: Myanmar will
hold the first phase of a
general election on Sunday,
its first vote in five years
and an exercise that critics
say will neither restore the
country’s fragile democracy
undone by a 2021 army take-
over, nor end a devastating
civil war triggered by the
nation’s harsh military rule.
The military has framed
the polls as a return to mul-

ti-party democracy, likely
seeking to add a facade of
legitimacy to its rule, which
began after the army four
years ago ousted the elected

government of Aung San
Suu Kyi. The takeover trig-
gered widespread popular
opposition that has grown
into a civil war. The fighting

oo

“These elections are
not credible at al.”

Richard Horsey
Myanmar analyst for the
International Crisis Group

has complicated holding
the polls in many contested
areas. Voting will be held in
different parts of the coun-
try in three phases, with the
second on Jan. 11 and the
third on Jan. 25.

Hadi’s killing,” Al Jaber
was quoted as saying by
The Dhaka Tribune news-
paper. Shahbagh is a stra-
tegic junction connecting
several key parts of Dhaka,
and blockades there often
cause widespread traffic
congestion across the city.

Meeting with
Trump to happen in
‘near future’.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy
Ukrainian President

Briefs

BEST OF THE REST

MALAYSIA SCANDAL RAZAK

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak
convicted in trial over IMDB corruption scandal

PUTRAJAYA: Imprisoned former
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak
was convicted Friday following a cor-
ruption trial tied to multibillion-dollar
looting of the IMDB state investment
fund. The nation’s High Court found
Najib, 72, guilty on four counts of
abuse of power. Rulings on additional
charges of money laundering were still
being delivered Friday afternoon.

Authorities said he siphoned more
than $700 million into his personal
bank accounts from the IMDB fund.
Najib denied any wrongdoing and had
maintained the funds were a politi-
cal donation from Saudi Arabia and
that he had been misled by rogue
financiers led by Low Taek Jho. Low,
thought to be the scandal’s master-
mind, remains at large.

Justice Collin Lawrence Sequerah
said Najib’s claim of a Saudi donation
was “incapable of belief”. Four letters
purportedly from the Saudi donor
were forged and evidence clearly
showed the funds originated from
IMDB, he said. He rejected defence

arguments that Najib was an unwit-
ting victim, duped by former 1IMDB
officials and Low. Witness testimonies
had pointed to an “unmistakble bond”
between Najib and Low, who had
played a pivotal role in the scandal
and operated as “the proxy, the con-
duit, the intermediary and the facilita-
tor” for Najib in IMDB, the judge said.

The judge noted that Najib failed
to take steps to verify the origin of the
massive funds nor took action against
Low. Instead, Najib used the money
despite its suspicious origins and also
took steps to protect his position,
including by removing the then-attor-
ney general and anti-corruption chief
investigating the case, he said.

“The accused was no country
bumpkin,” Sequerah said. “Any
attempt to paint the accused as
an ignoramus who was hopelessly
unaware of the misdeeds going
around him must therefore, fail mis-
erably.” Najib, dressed in a blue suit,
appeared calm and at times wrote in
his notebook.
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